Oct 31, 1968

THE WHITE House Date >
PRESIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON
’T’::PT;::;cm began his day at (Place) Lhe: Wiite Howse Day Thursday
Eat e e Ackivity (netide visted By) Bxpend-
In Out lo | LD Code
12:00midnight Usher says the President retired
12:233) t [ILt. Cdr Tom Atkins
4:41a t Chief Bob Dunn in dispensary
4:42a t Situation Room
4: 54& Situation Room
5:00a Walt Rostow
5:18a Walt Rostow
5:22a Chief Bob Dunn in dispensary
5:33a Walt Rostow
5:38a Walt Rostow
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Oct 31, 1968

THE WHITE HousEe Date
PReSIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON
DAILY DIARY The White House
The President began his day at (Place) Day Ehuraay
Entry Tirae Tfl!céjfh?ne i r Expendi-
N Acuvity (include visited by) ture
In Out Lo | LD Code
9:10@ Walt Rostow called - the President was asleep - left word
10: 143 t Rostow - pl
10:22a t Jones - pl
10:24a t McPherson 0 pl -
10:30a t Jones - pl
< 110:37a t Secy Rusk
10:452a t Temble - pl
10:55a t Jones - pl
11:30a t Rostow - pl
11:50a To Oval Ofc

SEE TRAVEL RECORD
. FOR TRAVEL ACTIVITY
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THE WHITE HousE

PRESIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON

Date Oct 31, 1968

DAILY DIARY The White House Thurdday
The President began his day at (Place) Day
: Telephone
Entry Time efct‘))r 1 . . . Expendi-
No. Activity (include visited by) ture
In Out Lo | LD Coade
11:53a To the Fish Room for
Presentation of Credentials of newly arrived Ambassadors:
[
The Ambassador of Ethiopia, H. E, Dr, MINASSIE Haile
The Ambassador of the Argentine Republic, H. E. Eduardo Alejandro Roca
12:00n To Oval Ofc
12:00n t Christian - pl
12:01p i Jones - pl
SEE TRAVEL RECORD U.5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1967 OF —256-957
FOR TRAVEL ACTIVITY Page No.: 3




THe WHITE HousE Dite Oct 31, 1968

PRESIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON

DAILY DIARY . The White House Thursday
The President began his day at (Place) Day
Entry e Tc;egrh?ne - ] " Expendi-
Na. Activity (include visited by) ture
In Out Lo | LD Code
12:02p | /R. 25 To Cabinet Room joining:
s NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCL MEETING

Under Secy of State Nicholas Katzenbach

Assistant Secy of State Anthony Solomon

Hon., J. R. Wiggins, US Amb to UN

Hon. Clark Clifford, Secy of Defense

Deputy Secy of Defense Paul Nitze

Hon, Henry Fowler, Secy of Treasury

Hon., Richard Helms, Director of CIA

Hon. Earle Wheeler, Chairman, JCS

Hon. Price Daniel, Director of OEP

Deputy Director of OEP, M, M, Merker

Mr, William Lawrence of OEP

Hon, Leonard Marks, Director of USIA

Walt Rostow

George Christian
Bromley Smith

Ernest Goldstei n

Ed Fried

Tom Johnson

re stockpiles
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Oct 31, 1968

THE WHITE HOusE Date
PRESIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON
DAILY DIARY The White House Thursday
The President began his day at (Place) Day
Tine Telephone )
Eﬁgf’ fort Activity (include visited by) Engrzdl_
In Out Lo | LD Code
12:35p To mijdr's room - w/ Walt Rostow
B talking to Harry McPherson who was there with two pages to be
added at end of speech they are working on.
The President read the two pages carefully as McPherson and Rostow stood by,
and said, "I think it's real good.' The two pages contained an appeal to the candidaljes for
non-partisan statesmanship in the search for peace.
12:36p Lo5p To Oval Office w/ Walt Rostow (The President reviewed all aspects of pres¢nt probem
@ Harry McPherson (-how to get Saigon to sign on once again to ptep we
General Earle Wheeler (are taking today - Asked whether, in fact, we were
Secy Clark Clifford (not winning the war and enemy being defeated
(militarily, Was enemy washed up?Secy Clifford said in his opinion enemy wag definitely
(washed up, Hence we ought to go ahead and seek progress in peace talks. )
1:05p Walt Rostow out -—Pres asked Gen, Wheeler whether Chiefs were really solid in supporting
bombing halt decision., Gen, Wheeler said they were. )
1:10p | 1:35p Walt Rostow back in"

1:35p | p &2 To the Numeesnagt theater - w/

S .
B Secy Clifford (Group watched film and President recorded the
General Wheeler (final segment, noted above -- two pages on|non-
Harry McPherson (parti ip-- i : jorse

and Jim Jones {and hi i i d how
) (up in the fini ; i

(performance throughout good. )
Hon., C. R, Smith , Secy of Commerce, joinedin theater

a 1:40p | 7

/5

U.5. GOVERMMENT PRINTING OFFICE | 1367 OF —256-557
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Oct 31, 1968

THE WHITE House Date
PRESIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON
DAILY DIARY i
E Wh H Lh d
The President began his day at (Place) e *EE Hount Day ursdaay
Time Telephone Expendi-
E‘{“U” bert Activity (include visited by) X[F::’-m 1
In Out Lo | LD Code
1:53pm President to Second Floor of Mansion accompanied by the group shown with him in|the
theater at 1:35p Conversation on political situation-and the media's handljng
of the candidates,
:55pm t Secretary Orville Freeman
(Presi lking from Second Floor Dining Room) - er
the Vice President should go to Chicago as promised for candle-light parade with Mayor
Daley, (Freeman had asked President's advice). President said this was entirel{ up to
: the Vice President. {NOTE: The Vice Presidentwent§ = |
2:00p | X509 LUNCH
0 _ President Johnson Usher's office says only 5 ate
Secretary Clark Clifford lunch, but does not know which 5,
General Earle Wheeler
Secretary C. R, Smith
George Christian
Tom Johnson
_Harry McPherson
-
2:30p President returned to the theatre Saw piece of film that he had recorded just befofe lunch.
Whole film, in color, not available,
2:50p f Walt Rostow

SEE TRAVEL RECORD
FOR TRAVEL ACTIVITY Page No.:
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THE WHITE HOusE Date Oct 31, 1968 -
PRESIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON
DAILY DIARY _ Thursd
The President began his day at (Place) The White House Day 2y
Timie Telephone B i
Eﬁ:)r_y ford Activity (include visited by) xtlzfrr;d
In Out Lo | LD Code
2:50p To the second floor
2:52p To the South Portico w/ Mrs, Johnson --
and for a walk in the Rose Garden w/ Mrs, Johnson
(awaiting the Arrival of Lynda and Lucinda )
3:05p Lynda arrived at the South Portico, accompanied by
Luci
and little Lucinda (NS EESEE Dcsha Robb
3:10p The family to the second floor
3:25p t Rostow - pl
3:36p t Jones - pl
3:29p t Jones - pl
0_| 3:30p f Secy Rusk
3:32p t Jones - pl

SEE TRAVEL RECORD
FOR TRAVEL ACTIVITY
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THE WHITE House Date Oct 31,
PRESIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON
DAILY DIARY )
The President began his day at (Place) The White House Day Thursday
. Fiind Telephone Extendi
]:‘Q:\ Lgrt Activity (include visited by) 1?;2
o In Out Lo | LD Code
2| 3:38p f Secy Rusk
3:39p t Rostow - pl
3:41p t Rostow - pl
(1 | 3:53p t SRS Sccy of Defense Clark Clifford
4:00p f Walt Rostow
4:01p t Jones - pl
£k
(-1 4:09p b4 t Senator Everett Dirksen - Chicago Cé 7
4:38p f Walt Rostow
4:50p t Jones - pl
5:04p t Rostow - pl
5:10p t Jones - pl

U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1967 OF —256-957
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. FOR TRAVEL ACTIVITY .
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THE WHiTE House

Oct 31, 1968

Date
PRESIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON
DAILY DIARY :
The President began his day at (Place) The White House Day Thursday
. Telephon . i
Time faanc Expendi-
Eﬁgy Lo Activity (include visited by) Il:-:; ;
’ In Out Lo | LD e
5:20p t Rostow - pl
@ | 5:21p t Edwin Weisl, Sr - NYC
5:25p t Jones - pl
5:30p t sanders - pl
5:32p t Jones - pl
"5:419 President to Oval Office accompanied by
Jim Jones
5:5%p Jim Jones - pl

SEE TRAVEL RECORD
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THE WHITE House Date Oct 31, 1968
PresIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON
DAILY DIARY

The President began his day at (Place) The White House Day Thursday
Tire Telephone Bxsendis
E::Jn fort Activity (include visited by) ’ lﬁ’.lered
In QOut Lo LD Code
5:54p 6:35p Secretary Clark Clifford Operator was asked to
a_ Secretary Dean Rusk Call to Vice Presj
General Farle Wheeler Hon, Richard M. Nixon, and Gow
Director Richard Helms George Wallace
Mr, Walt Rostow
6:00p Tom Johnson @l taking
B Geri Rudolph (Steno=typist) into Oval Qffice
6:04p t Tom Johnson - pl
(_~16:05p 6:21n (Vice President Hubert Humphrey in Newark, N.J. (Ph: 351----9123)
CONFERENCE-CALL )JHon. Richard M. Nixon at his apartment in New York City (Ph: a/c‘-'ZIZ - 838-1441
' (Gov. George Wallace in Norfolk, Virginia at the Golden Triangle Motor Hotel
6:22p t Jim Jones (PL)
:’L 6:28p | 6:35p | t Sen. Thomas J. Kuchel (R) Cal - at Washington residence
CONFERENCE [CALL.: t | Sen, Everett McKinley Dirksen (R) Ill - in Chicago, Ill
t Sen, Mike Mansfield (D) Mont - in Harden Montana
Speaker John W. McCormack (D) - Mass - at his Boston, Mass residence
-MORE -
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THE WHITE House Daie Oct. 31, 1968
PRESIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON
DAILY DIARY The White House Thursday
The President began his day at (Place) Day
i Telephone .
Fgg‘ e fors Activity (include visited by) EX;F:;errcldl-
In Out Lo | LD Code
CONFERENCE|CALIL TQ THE LEADERSHIP CONTINUED:
(' | 6:28p 6:35p t Hon. Hale Boggs (D) - La ~ in New Orleans
. 6:33p 6:35p Hon, Leslie C Arends (R) Ill - in Melvin, Ill (Note difference in time he was on the|call --
--he kept cutting out, but was on during time given here.) Sl il —holdide, bt did
(Additional note: Congressman Gerald R. Ford (R) Mich. was - =
not participate in this conference call. He did call in later. He said he hung up becduse he did
not know it was the White House calling him. Barefoot Sanders talked with the Congfessman
about 6:45, )
(Additional note: Congressman Carl Albert could not be located in time to participate in this
call. Barefoot Sanders was successful in talking with him about 8 p.m.)
6:35p At mjdr's desk
6:40p | g:485 CABINET ROOM MEETING
Secretary of State Rusk m,,jr&/
(= Under Secretary of State "Katzenbach

Secretary of Defense Clifford (

Deputy Secretary of Defense Nitze (fal)
M‘L

Secretary of the Army Resor

)

Secretary of the Navy Ignatius //ﬁ-‘fyﬂ/

Secretary of the Air Force Brown

Secretary aof the Treasury Fowler / &"’M.)

CIA Director Helms )

JCS Chairman Wheeler (’M )

Army Chief of Staff Westrnoreland (wLCL"—‘”—’ J'

e.n.e..nal Palmer (5 : )

Admiral Moorer, CNO

Acting Chief of Staff, Air Force, General Ryan M;——)

Cormman Gpnpra] rhanmaﬂ ,)

QEP Director Daniel

UUSIA Director Marks W)

Walt Rostow
-MORE -
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THE WHITE House
PRESIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON

Date_ Oct, 31, 1968

note$ and

DAILY DIARY The White House Thursday
The President began his day at (Place) Day
- Telephone
Entry e efegr ?m S o . Expendi-
No.. Activity (include visited by) ture
In Out Lo | LD Code
CABINET ROOM MEETING CONTINUED:
6:40p 6:48p ‘ Larry L.evinson
Harry Middleton
Bromley Smith Bob Hardesty
1 histpri importance of this day and of this meeting, Larry Levinson, Harry Middleton and Bob

combined them into the following:

The President was attired in a grey suit and grey tie, He spoke in a voice that segmed

hoarse. His delivery was rapid and business-like, He stated:

"We are ready to announce that we are going to stop bombing North Vietnam. We have

always held that conferences will not be productive unless the Government of Vietdam is

represented; unless the other side refrains from shelling the cities; unless there is no

violation of the DIMZ

"Hanaoi has said that it is willing for South Vietnam to sit in on the meetings.

""We have let them know that any violation of the DPM7Z_will trigger an attack frofm us.
"We have talked with the Soviet [Inion and others and they nnr]r-;rs_'ll‘,a_n_d_thj_s

"We will test their faith and see

I am going on the air at 8 p . m. tonight to talk ta the Nation.  Just hefore that, I will
order th 1 _

'"Negotiations will resume on November 6, If they are there, fine. If not, we wjll go on
anyway,

"T"ve gotten the judgment of my advisers on this, " (At this_point the President read
statements from his advisers:

"McConnell: Therefore, I recommend that you go ahead and do this.

"Rusk: [ recommend that we proceed. I recommend that we proceed along the

course as outlined

"Chapman: [ think we should go ahead with it.

""Palmer: (mmgwmmﬂmhmmmw £

writh m:lring fhi_s__pr,gpo_siﬁ on
"Russell: It's worth a 1'_.__,""“-

-MORE -

SEE TRAVEL RECORD
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October 31,1968

THE WHITE HOUSE Date
PRESIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON
DAILY DIARY
The President began his day at (Place) The White House, Washington, D, C, Day Thursday
: Teleph
Entry Time Efel];r ?M‘ R . Expendi-
No. Activity (include visited by) ture
In Out Lo | LD Code
CABINET ROOM MEETING CONTINUED:
6:40p | 6:48p "We stmoreland: But if the rules of engagement as suggested here are adopted,
I see no problem,
"Abrams: I certainly subscribe to that a hundred per cent.

"They mu iti : t mile, ['m willidg to t:a ke
that chance. All my advisers support me. If you have any differing opinions. I would like
for you to say so _

"Bunker WMWWWMMM 1
_go ahead with our own i

""Nao you ha
and unanimous agreement among thsoe present L
”S!'_rnng" "The Hung to dao''" "The 1~1g_h,t__d_e_c;|_slnn LY

"Qthers who said wait a little while == you'll get a hetter deal from the other fdllow

_“[e;r.e_dmng_thxs_to_tast their good faith

_= Av
"

The President replied "But this is worth a try. There will no doubt be charges|of

politics arise. But the next meeting won't be until November 6."

_6:48p 55 aphers admi i an: just amomer

Then the Pr@Sldent said "Thank you gentlemen'' and the group started leaving,
NOW&J@WM@W
hoarse vaice === "This is the most sustained day and night effort I've had since
the Cuban missile crisis,"

The President stopped Secretary Rusk and was talking with him on the side.

( 6:52p t The Vice President (using the Cabinet Room telephone) b. A~ (The VP had called Jim Jones

SEE TRAVEL RECORD
FOR TRAVEL ACTIVITY

Page No.:
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THE WHITE HOuSE

PRESIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON

DAILY DIARY

Date__Qctober 31, 1968

The President began his day at (Place)_ The White House, Washington, D, C, Day Thursday
Tigie Telephone .
™ y f . E di-
L.{"_:.‘ i B Activity (include visited by) xt?:‘rr; 1
In Out Lo LD Code
The President, looking happy- bouyant - came out of the Cabinet room s sve
7:11g 7:15p Working night reading at mjdr's desk with mjdr /:—ﬁ somebody in to answer the phones
< and come on in and let's havel a drink. "
7:15 .n Nugent (in Halowe'en castume and mask), (The hall door to mjdr's office apened |Jand there
stood the little ""gremlin''. The President pretended to he frightened and went along with
fh 1 (R} - . . L . I nn
Smith swere "mn'ir‘i‘ng the rounds'' whth T.}J"I_"L_
- - 74 #o™
(Mrs, Johnson called the mansion asking for hors{l"oerves and popdporn)
The President gave a list of people he wanted to talk to and went into the Oval Qffice
with Mrs. Johnson et al staying on in mjdr's office
C- 7:18¢d t Senator Richard Russell (D) Ga. -- in Winder Georgia
7:19p Senator Ralph Yarborough called. Said he would call tomorrow,
& 7:20g t Senator Margaret Chase Smith (The President instructed -- he wanted to talk to her|only if
she were able to talk on the telephone;otherwise he would talk with her AA, GenJ Lewis.
d_}L 7:27p t Utew-Harris — Pl 2orte C’.‘,&}
d
7:35g o mjdr's door inviting all to come on in and join him saying again to mjdr to get sorheone
to come and answer the phones. (Mary Rther - working in Mildred Stegall's office
returned to her desk )
6 To Liounge -~==— with Mrs, Johnson, Warrie Liynn, mjdr (Luci, Lyn and Helene had|gone on
to other offices on "Tricking and Treating, "
7:40 t Walt Rostow (PL)
7:429 arry Levinson joined
The President was in a relaxed, expansive mood - most cheerful. He talked of what
an ordeal the recent days have been but of what great strength Walt Rostow has |given.
He spoke of the fine qualities of the man -- patient, hard rking, never complaining,

SEE TRAVEL RECORD
FOR TRAVEL ACTIVITY .
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October 31,1968

‘THE WHiTe HousEe Date
PreSIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON '
DAILY DIARY
The President began his day at (Place)___Lhe White House, Washington, D.C. Day Thursday
Timie Telephone - '
: xpendi-
E;'Q-’::_} s Activity (include visited by) [I:::‘B
In Out Lo | LD Code

regard for Mrs. Rostow.

7:49p Mr., Walt Rostow joined.

7:50p Jim Jones and larry Temple joined

President suggested all mave into Oval Office where there would he morgd room.

: and all conld watch the 8 o'clock broadcast on the larger TV sets.

President tald Jim Jones he wanted him to carefully screen the people who have

worked for h1m_and_mhamantad_m_slay_ulﬂaskungtomamimhom¢md_help_

in npr‘hn - i i 1113 e

she had all help jn gettjng a good iob
o o

7:54p Tom Johnson joined - reported Walt Rostow had done an excellent job in briefing th* press.

President asked specific questions on the briefing - Tom indicated all weht well

-- no difficulties -- no objectors.

8:00p 9:04p

related matters zegardjng Vietnam. With the President were |‘ndtb variolls ones

going and coming)

Mrs., Jobnson

Twmcei Nugent and T.yn

Walt Rostow

Larry L.evinsan

1 ATTY 'T'Pmp'l e

Taom Johnson

Jim Jones

Warrie Tnlmn_ Smith

Mary Rather

Qkamoto

Juanita Roberts
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THE WHITE HousE Date__ October 31,1968
PReSIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON
DAILY DIARY . . Thursday
The President began his day at (Place) The White House, Washington, D.C. Day
Time Telephone E —
E::—:'\. Bt Activity (include visited by) ‘x[?:ere
In Out Lo LD Code
8:00p| 9:04p he President switched the TV presentation of his speech from channel to channel apd
conversation continued throughout the presentation
The President expressed his wonder about what Chuck and Pat would think ---| what
their reaction to this announcement would be
He said it was the most important decision he had ever made,
He further said he was not sure it was the right decision but was what he felt |
had to be done. Said he couldn't guarantee Thieu what Thieu wanted, I could ofly tell
him [ was taking them on faith -- that the times demanded this action. This is & step
toward peace
8:30n Mary Margaret Valenti called, but the President did not talk at that time,
9:00 Edwin Weisl, Sr., aof NY called. President did not talk at that time.
V%
9:04p e L&dﬁt"
9:-N5n n the Mansion v 7 =
N 9:09p f Sen. Warren Magnuson (D) Washington from Seattle.
1 9:17p t William S. White. (Mrs. White had called earlier in the day leaving a simple message:
(Just tell him we love him - June and Bill). The President called from the offijce,
but the call was not completed until this time)
AR o %t’ﬁ_&ﬁ@_@%_@f_ﬁ/‘ﬁ
1 9:19p t Mrs. Mary Margaret ¥alenti returning her call of 8:30p
o7 Yaik )
9:31p f C. P. Little
. Z
et 9:33p £ Vickie McHugh (/24w sl rar/
?Lr /e 22z ; 7&- 3 L‘;’th 1'-7 p
| 9P = : e £
/9:00p DINNER with = &/
Mrs. Johnson, Luci, Warren Lynn,'TMary. Rather, Tom Johnson, Juanita_ Roberts. Lynda

SEE TRAVEL REC&RD
FOR TRAVEL ACTIVITY
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THE WHITE House Date October 31,1968 N
PRESIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON
DAILY DIARY ) )
The President began his day at (Place) The White House, Wash.mgton, D. C. Day Thursday
T Telephone E :
2 di-
E[\“Jg} Fari Activity (include visited by) XFL&: I
In Out Le | ED Gode
Dinner served: Broiled steaks and stuffed green peppers
Fresh corn off the cob (cream style) - Frenched green beans
Sliced tomatoes on greens with herb dressing
Tiny hard rolls - butter - peach preserves
Banana Bavarian Cream
Demi-tasse
The President ate heartily. :
Mrs, Ann Garmon to
10:00p President called the press office asking/ Ml bzing over the tickers relating to His speech.
10:28p To his bedroom w Geo. Christian and Tom Johnson
11:00p Retired
Warrie Lynn Smith a houseguest. Helene Lindow visited with WLS until about ¢ a. m.
SEE TRA\‘EL RECORD U.5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE - 1967 OF —256~-957
FOR TRAVEL ACTIVITY Page No.: / 7




THE WHITE House

PRESIDENT LYNDON B. JOHNSON

DAILY DIARY

The President began his day at (Place)

Date

Day

Entry
No.

Time

Telephone
fort

In

Out

Lo

LD

Activity (include visited by)

Expendi-
ture
Code
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