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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: George Christian 

Attached are the notes of your meeting in the Cabinet 
Room on July 24, 1967, with the following people: 

Attorney General Clark 

Secretary McNamara 

Warren Christopher 

Abe Fortas 

Larry Levinson 

George Christian 

Roger Wilkins 

John Doar 

Tom Johnson 


The meeting began at 11: 15 a. m. The meeting ended at 
12 :20 p. m. 
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Meeting began: 11: 15 am 
Meeting ended: 12:20 pm 

NOTES OF THE PRESIDENT'S MEETING 
WITH 

ATTORNEY GENERAL CLARK 
SECRETARY McNAMARA 

AND OTHERS 

ON THE DETROIT RIOT 

IN THE CABINET ROOM 
July 24, 196 7 

The President opened the meeting by advising that the President 
intended to name Mr. Cyrus Vance as Special Assistant to Secretary 
McNamara. The President said he wanted to play down the military 
role and play up the civilian role of Federal involvement in Detroit. 
The President said he wanted to send the troops for 11 support and 
assistance. 11 

Attorney General Ramsey Clark said there were indications that 
the situation had been substantially exaggerated. He said he was aware 
that at this time we do not know how extensive the damage is. The 
Attorney General said there were pros and cons in sending Cy Vance 
to Detroit. He said in his judgment the cons outweighed the pros. He 
based this on the fact that it appeared that current executive personnel 
were unable to handle the situation and somebody had to be brought 
back to coordinate the crisis. Attorney General Clark also said it 
appeared the President was trying to disassociate himself from the crisis. 

Secretary McNamara disagreed. The Secretary said that Mr. Vance 
has been in charge of problems such as this many times in the past. 
"He has been with me from Oxford on." Secretary McNamara said that 
Mr. Vance had been out of the Department only 24 days, and as Deputy 
Secretary of Defense he had been involved in many previous incidents of 
this type. 

Mr. Fortas agreed with Mr. McNamara and said that Vance should 
go. 

At 11 :23 the President read a telegram to Governor Romney which 
had been drafted. 
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All agreed that the President should not federalize the National 
Guard until the U.S. troops and Secretary Vance arrive on the scene. 

The President said it is important that we respond to Governor 
Romney's telegram as soon as possible. He directed Mr. Fortas and 
Mr. Christian to read and edit the telegram. 

The President said that he wanted the troops to "supplement rather 
than supplant 11 local enforcement officials. 

There was a discussion of what people should be sent. It was 
agreed that Deputy Attorney General Warren Christopher and Mr. Vance 
would head the team and that 11 other personnel would be sent. 11 These 
included Mr. John Doar; Mr. Al Fitt, General Counsel of the Army; and 
Mr. Roger Wilkins. 

There was a discussion of the authority under which the President 
was acting. The Secretary of Defense said the President had authority 
to move troops from one base to another without Executive Order or 
Proclamation. 

At 11 :42 the wire to Governor Romney was dispatched. At 11 :45 
the President was advised that Senator Griffin was calling. At 11:47 
the President talked with Senator Griffin and read the wire which the 
President was sending Governor Romney. At 11 :55 the talk with 
Senator Griffin ended. At 12 o'clock Secretary Vance entered the 
meeting with the group. At 12:01 Attorney General Clark talked with 
Governor Romney from a telephone in the Cabinet Room. Mr. Vance 
also talked with the Governor and told him he would be arriving in 
Michigan this afternoon. 

There was a discussion about how George Christian should handle 
the press briefing. The President gave a rundown on this. The Presi­
dent pointed out that during the night, men had been alerted to begin 
preparations for the troop movement to provide such personnel as are 
required. 

# # # 
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JULY 25, 1967 - 10 p.m. 

PRESIDENT'S ACTIVITIES ON DETROIT 
RIOT CRISIS 

I.' 

/ .; 

Sec. McNamara Marvin Watson I. 

Attor. Gen. Clark Abe Fortas 
FBI Dir. Hoover Geo. Christian 
Gen. Johns on Harry McPherson 
Sec. of Army Rezor Joe Califano 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
Tom 

FROM: Tom Johnson 

Attached are the notes of the President 1s activities during the 
Detroit crisis from 10 p. m. to 12:30 a. m, on July 24, 1967. 

Those involved in the activities were: 

Secretary McNamara 
Attorney General Clark 
FBI Director Hoover 
General Johnson 
Secretay of the Army Rezor 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Marvin Watson 
Abe Fortas 
George Christian 
Harry McPherson 
Joe Califano 

Attachment . 
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NOTES OF THE PRESIDENT'S ACTIVITIES 
DURING THE DETROIT CRISIS 

July 24, 1967 

Crisis period: 
10 p. m. to 12:30 a. 

At 10 p. m. George Christian came out of the President's office and 
said, ''The situation is worsening." Mr. Christian took a copy of 
President Roosevelt's Proclamation number 2588 which was issued on 
June 21, 1943, entitled, "The President Directs the Detroit Race 
Rioters to Disperse." A copy of that proclamation is attached. 

With the President in the Oval Office were Secretary McNamara, 
Attorney General Clark, FBI Director Hoover, General Johnson, 
Secretary of the Army Reior, Mr. Marvin Watson, Mr. Abe Fortas, 
and Mr. George Christian. The President was reading the June 22, 
1943, issue of the New York Times concerning President Roosevelt's 
actions in Detroit.· The President read aloud excerpts of an article 
entitled "Rayburn assails Roosevelt critics." The President then 
went to the AP and UPI Ticker machines and read the wire copy on 
the Detroit riots. The President then went to his signing desk with 
Marvin Watson and read over several memos. His secretary, Mary 
Slater, entered shortly after 10, and the President signed a few 
nominations and appointments, including that of D -~puty Attorney General 
Warren Christopher. 

Attorney General Clark advised the President that he had an "open 
line" to Secretary Vance and Mr. Christopher in Detroit. 11 Two 
more National Guardsmen have been wounded, and there are spotty 
fires," he reported. 

As the President continued to read documents on his signing table, 
Secretary McNamara, Attorney General Clark, and Mr. Fortas read 
the tickers while the other Presidential advisors di~·,:ussed the 
possibility of the President signing a proclamation and an Executive 
Order which would authorize federal troops to be sent to Detroit from 
Selfridge Air Force Base and the federalizing of the Michigan National 
Guard. 

Mr. Vance called at 10:08 p. m. and spok e to the President by a 
s pea k e r p h on e i n th e P r e s id c n t ' s off i c c . ~v1 r . Van c c s a id , 1! T h c s i tu -
ation is continuing to deteriorate. There arC' 1200 persons now oc1ng 
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detained in Felony Court. Reports of incidents are increasing 
throughout the area. I am getting many calls from local citizens." 

Mr. Vance advised the President: "You should sign the Order and 
federalize the Michigan National Guard. I urge this. It would put the 
Guard under General Throckmorton." 

The President asked what type of incidents these were. Mr. Vance 
responded that they included arson, shooting, and burglary. He said 
there was heavy fire by snipers in the fifth precinct. Secretary 
McNamara asked how the 4300 Michigan National Guardsmen were now 
being used. Mr. Vance said they were being used in trucks, jeeps and 
in conjunction with fire departments. "Throckmorton says we can take 
Care Of this better When the troops are federalized. II 

The President asked, was there any doubt in anybody's mind, including 
.. the Governor, that the troops should be federalized and U.S. forces 
sent in. Mr. Vance said, "There is no doubt in the Governor's mind. 11 

The President said, "We will look at it and call you back shortly. " 
The President said Mr. Vance should consider the best, quickest way 
to deploy the troops and that perhaps at present it would be best for them 
to go to the Fair Ground Assembly area. 

The President said to Mr. Vance, "We will follow your recommendations 
on the matter. I will sign the Executive Order and Proclamation." 

General Throckmorton then came on the phone from Detroit and spoke 
to General Johnson and Secretary McNamara. The General explained 
his strategy. 

General Throckmorton said he intended to split the city into two parts 
with Woodward Avenue as a dividing line. He said he would put U.S. 
troops on the east side and the National Guard on the west side. The 
President asked how this would affect the U.S. troops in relation to 
heavy sniper fire. General Throckmorton said that this danger would 
about be evenly distributed. 

The President said, "Well, I guess it is just a matter of minutes 
before federal troops start shooting women and children. 11 General 
Throckmorton assured the President that ever;: precaution. would Ge 
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taken to guard against unnecessary fire power. Tre General told the 
F resident that the men would be issued live ammunition but that they 
would not be authorized to load the ammunition into their weapons until 
specifically approved by an officer. 

The President asked, "Can the Guard take care of the sniper incidents?" 
The President said he was "concerned about the charge that we cannot 
kill enough people in Vietnam, so we go out and shoot civilians in Detroit." 

General Throckmorton said, 11 Mr. President, we will only shoot under 
the most severe provocations." 

The President told General Throckmorton to save as much time as 
possible by moving the troops without stopping en route. The President 
said the proclamation, which is required to get the troops into position, 

-would be signed within the half hour. The President said, "Aren 1t we 
talking about an hour to an hour and a half before the men can be dispersed?" 
General Throckmorton said that was correct. 

The President asked Mr. Vance under what type of legal arrangement 
was the state being operated. "Are they operating under martial law? 11 

Mr. Vance said that the Governor had declared a "state of emergency", 
and that a state of martial law had not been declared because of some 
questions concerning the effects of a martial law on the court system of 
the city. 

Mr. Califano said that a state of martial law was declaredin 1943. The 
President went to his TV cabinets and picked up the bound volumne of 
the New York Times and took it to his desk, where he referred to the 
martial law declaration in his discussions with Mr. Vance over the 
telephone. 

Mr. Vance said it was "six of one, a half dozen of the other." 

The President said, "This would show he (Governor Romney) has taken 
all the steps which he can take. 11 

The President said that Mr. Vance should consider some preliminary 
steps to the troops actually being deployed. The President su[2:gcstcd 
that l\1.r. Vance cail a news conference and rnakc a stron,C?; plea for Ll\v 

and order. The Prcsid~nt also suggested that l oud speakers be nscd 
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throughout the area to announce a last-minute appeal before troops 
were sent in. The President urged that the Mayor, the Governor, 
General Throckmorton and Mr. Vance go before the press to say that 
Mr. Vance had talked to the President and that all parties joined in an 
appeal for reason. The President advised that he would be making a 
nationally-televised statement later. It was decided that Mr. Vance 
should go with his appeal immediately rather than waiting for the 
President to speak. The President said, "I want you to appeal to the 
people before we have to put in those troops. Ask them to cease and 
desist and obey the law. Tell them you are committing Federal troops 
if necessary." 

,/"At 10 :28 FBI Director Hoover said, "They 1ia·ve-·-1ost all.:.control :tn 
.,Detroit .. -;..Harlem. will. break. loos e~within~thir_t_y~ ~m~~ ... .. ~hey __ plan_,tp, 
tear-it-to-:..pie·~·es~'' 

At 10:31 the President signed the Proclamation -- number 3795 (attach­
ment 2). At 10:46 the President went to the adjoining conference room 
with Mr. Fortas to work on a television statement. He w2s joined by 
Mr. Harry McPherson and Mr. George Christian. Between 10:46 and 
11 p. m. the drafts of the statement were read and edited by the President 
and his advisors, and physical typing and reproduction was begun by the 
Press Office and Appointments Office. The networks were notified by 
Bob Fleming of the possibility of a television statement, and the Q-TV 
(teleprompter)personnel were summoned. 

At 11 :09 Secretary Vance read his proposed statement from Detroit on 
the telephone. It was approved. At 11:10, the President said for Mr. 
Vance to go with his statement in ten minutes. The President told those 
advisors assembled in his office that he would sign the Executive Order 
in ten minutes. The President went into Marvin Watson's office and then 
returned. He read over sections of the five-page proposed statement 
which was being retyped and edited. At 11 :22 the President signed the 
Executive Order (attachment 3). Shortly after this, Mr. Christian 
released copies of tLe Proclamation and the Executive Order to the White 
House correspondents who were assembled in the West Lobby. The 
correspondents were advised to stand by in the TV Theatre for a Presi­
dential statement. 

At 11 :43 Mr. Vance talked over the speaker ;)110nc: \v ith t11c President. 
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At 11 :45 the President was seated at his desk waiting for the physical 
work to be completed on speech cards and the teleprompter. The Pre si­
dent walked into the corridor adjoining the Press Office and watched as 
Connie Gerrard and Rosemary McBride completed work on the stencils 
and the speech cards. As the first card was typed, the President read it 
aloud with George Christian standing beside him. The President returned 
to his office. 

The President went to the T. V. studio. He made a nationally televised 
address beginning at 11:58. The address ended at 12:08 (attachment 4.) 
It was carried live by all three networks. Standing with the President 
as he made the speech were FBI Director Hoover, Attorney General Clark 
and Secretary McNamara. 

The President went directly from the studio to his bedroom with Mr. 
Christian, Mr. Fleming, Miss Mary Slater, Mr. Tom Johnson, Mr. 
Joe Califano and Mr. Harry McPherson, and watched Dan Rather of CBS 
as he analyzed the President's statement and the riot conditions. The 
President then returned to his office at 12:11 with Mr. Califano, Mr. 
McPherson, Mr. Watson, Mr. Christian and Mr. Tom Johnson. 

The President read over the tickers and commented that UPI was on the 
wire with their story and AP was not. "Why is that?" George Christian 
said it was because of Merriman Smith. 

The President then said, "Well, I guess that is all for tonight." As the 
group departed, Mr. Califano said to the President, "Mr. President, I 
think you handled everything real well tonight. " All agreed. The President 
said thank you. 

# # # 
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64. Detroit Race Rioters Directed to Disperse 

Q. Mr. President, does ~Ir. [Chester] D:i\'is think he has all the 
pm,·cr he needs to do his food joL? 

THE PRESIDENT: I do:i't l;,nm\". I h~n-e heard nothing to the con­
trary. The only thing I hare heard from him lately was, "For 
goodness' sake don't gi,·e me the O.P.A. job!" (Laughter) 

64 q[ The President Directs the Detroit Race 

Rioters to Disperse. Procla111ation No. 2588 . 

June 21, 1943 
v\T HEREAS, the Go\·ernor of the State of ~Iichig:m has represented 
that domestic Yiolence exists in said State 1rhich the authorities 
of said State are mublc to suppress; and 

"'HEREAS, it is prO\·ided in the Constitution of the United 
States that the United States shall protect e=ich State in this 
Union, on application of the Lcg-isbturc, or of the Executh·e, 
when the Legislature cannot be com·ened, against domestic 
\'iolencc; and 

" 1HERL\S, by the la,,· of the United States in pu;:suance of the 
aboYe, it is proYided tktt in all casts of insurrection in ;my State 
or of obstruction of the Lrn·s thereof, it shall be hwf ul for the 
President of the United St~1tcs, on application of the Legislature 
of such State, or of the E~ccutiYc, 'd1en the Legislature cmnot 
be con\'ened, to call fo:-t11 the militia of any other St:itc or States 
and to employ such part of the bnd and naYal forces of the 
United Statc:s as shall be jud;cd necessary for the purpose of 
suppressing such insurrection ~md causing the la"-s to be duly 
executed; and 

'VHERE:\S, the Lc;isbture uf the St:ite of i\1ichigan is not nm,· 
in session anJ ran not be co1 \'C:ncd in Lime to meet the present 

c-mcrgcncy, :rnd the F:\ccuti\ c of sai<.l State under Section ·1 of 
Article I\' of tlie Comt iuu ion of the U11itccl St:1tcs, :rncl the b,\·~ 
passed in pursuance thcrcor, li:1s 111:1dc due ~pplic:1ticn to n1e in 
the prtmises for s t:ch p:1n ol t l 1c mil i t:iry forces of t hc Un it cd 

258 
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65. Tribute lo Russian ,1J rmcc! .:- ~ ·:.s 

'r:itcs as m:iy be necessary and aclcq u:nc to ~ : : ·.~ct the State of 
~(irhigan and the citizens thereof a::;:linst cc.::~- .. :ic violence and 
,,>enforce the due execution of the bws; ar _: 

\\'uEREAS, it is required that 'rhcne\·cr it :-: .. ~ - :ie necessary, in 
cht~ judgment of the President, to use the :::..:.:. __ :::.:-y forces of the 
l "nited States for the purposes aforesaid, h;: ~.:.:-=.l forthwith, by 
l'rocl::unation, comma11d such insurgents to _:.__: -~·erse and retire 
J'Caccfully to their respecth·e ho.mes within .:: · --ited ti.me; 
~ow, THEREFORE, I, Frank.Im D. Roos-.:··:_:. President of 

the United States of America, do hereby m~~~:: : :-xlamation and 
I do hereby command all persons en3agcd i:: : : ~.:: unlawful and 
inmrrcctionary proceedings to disperse and :- : -.:....-e peacefully to 
their respcctiYc abodes immediately, and he::--=:.:_--::::- abandon said 
(Ombinations and submit themsch·cs to the !.:. · -: ::.:1d constituted 
Juthoritics of said State; 

:\nJ I inrnke the aid and cooperation c: :...=..: good citizens 
thereof to uphold the Ia,\·s and preserYe the ;: ·_ -= ~ic peace. 

SOTE: The race riots in Detroit home guards . .:.: ::. State troops in 
in June, 19-13· were probably the quelling th~ -:·. : :ing. Not many 
,,·orst the country had experienc.~d hour:; after t:-. .: :: ·:-=-sidcnt's procla­
)incc the East St. Lon is, Ill., disturb- m:icioa, comr: ::.: : :·Jcr had been re­
.rnn·s in the first '\'orld 'far. Fed- stored, and ct~ 7: ::.::ral troops were 
u:il troops of the Sixth Service then ,,·ichdr:!· .. -:... 
Command aided the city police, 

t;s ( !\Iessage to Stalin Paying Tri·-:::·..:.:~ to Russia 

on the Second AnniYersary of the~.:..:: .Attack on 

Russia. June 22, i943 

T\rn years ago tomon-o-w, by an act of trcacL;;:-· ~::: keeping with 
t~JL' long record of ?'\azi duplicity, the 7'\azi le~~.: ~ ·:- ~::.unched their 
lnut:ll attJ.ck upon the SoYict Union. They t~-- _ _: :.. .Jded to their 
-.:r11wing list of en cm ics the migh Ly forces o E -:.: _ : 3 :ffiet Union. 
These :"\azi lc~ders lud unckrcstim~tcd the .:: :. ~ :·:.: to which the 
..;.,\·iet GO\·crnmcnt ~ncl people had clc\·clopc ~ : .:.-:. :._ =-~rcngthcnc<l 
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Attaclunent 2. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE JULY 24, 1967 

Office of the White House Press Secretary 

-----------------------~----------------------------------------------

THE WHITE HOUSE 

LAW AND ORDER IN THE STATE OF MICHIGAN 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS the Governor of the State of Michigan has informed me that 
conditions of domestic violence and disorder exist in the City of Detroit 
in that State, obstructing the execution and enforcement of the laws, and 
that the law enforcement resources available to the City and State, including 
the National Guard, have been unable to suppress such acts of violence and 
to res~ore law and order; and 

WHEREAS the Governor has requested me to·use such of the armed forces 
of the United States as may be necessary for those purposes; and 

WHEREAS such domestic violence and disorder are also obstructing _ 
the execution of the laws of the United States, including the protection 
of federal property in the City of Detroit: 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, LYNDON B. JOHNSON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution 
and laws of the United States, including Chapter 15 of Title l 0 of the t;nited 
States Code, do command all persons engaged in such acts of violence to 
cease and desist therefrom and to disperse and retire peaceably forthwith. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fourth 
day of July, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and sixty-seven, and 
the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and ninety­
second. 

Is I LYNDON B. JOHNSON 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

July 24, 1967 
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Attachment 3. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE JULY 24, 1967 


Office of the White House Press Secretary 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 

PROVIDING FOR THE RESTORATION OF LAW AND ORDER 

IN THE STAT1!.. OF MICHIGAN 

WHEREAS on July Z4, 1967, I issued Proclamation No. 3795, pursuant in 
part to the provision:-- of Chapter 15 of Title 10 of the United States Code; and 

WHEREAS the conditions of domestic violence and disorder described therein 
continue,· and the persons engaging in such acts of violence have not dispersed; 

NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in me as President of 
the United States and Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces by the Consti ­
tution anc laws of the United States, including Chapter 15 of Title 10 of the 
United States Code, and Section 301 of Title 3 of tl'e United States Code, it is 
hereby ordered as follows: 

SECTION 1. The Secretary of Defense is authorized and directed to take all 
appropriate steps to disperse all persons engaged in the acts of violence 
described in the proclamation and to res.tore law and order. 

SECTION Z. In carrying out the proyisions of Section 1, the Secretary of 
Defense is authorized to use such of the Armed Forces of the United States 
as he may deem necessary. 

SECTION 3. The Secretary of Defense is hereby authorized and directed to 
call into the active military service of the United States, as he may deem 
appropriate to carry out the purposes of this order, any or all of the units of 
the Army National Guard and of the Air National Guard of the State of Michigan 
to serve in the active military service of the United States for an indefinite 
period and until relieved by appropriate orders. Units, or members thereof. 
may be relieved subject to recall at the discretion of the Secretary of Defense. 
In carrying out the provisions of Section 1, the Secretary of Defense is 
authorized to use units, and members thereof, called or recalled into the 
active military service of the United States pursuant to this section. 

SECTION 4. The Secretary of Defense is authorized to delegate to the 
Secretary of the Army or the Secretary of the Air Force, or both, any of the 
authority conferred upon him by this order. 

Is I Lyndon n. Johnson 



,,.,.,------ . Attachment 4 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE JULY 24, 1967 

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT 
TO THE NATION 

THE THEATER 

11:58 P.M. EDT 

In the early morning today, Governor Romney 

communicated wi.th Attorney General Ramsey Clark and told him 

of the extreme disorder in Detroit, Michigan. The Attorney 

General kept me advised throughout the morning. 


At 10:56 this morning, I received a wire from 

Governor Romney officially requesting that Federal troops 

be dispatched to Michigan. This wire had been sent at 10:46 

a.m. 

At 11:02 a.m. this morning, I instructed the 

Secretary of Defense, Mr. McNamara, to initiate the movement 

of the troops which the Governor had requested. 


At the same time, I advised the Governor by telegram 
that the troops would be sent to Selfridge Air Base just 
Northeast of Detroit and would be available to support and 
assist the 8,000 Michigan National Guardsmen and the several 
thousand State and local police under the command of Governor 

.Romney and the Mayor of Detroit. I informed the Governor 
that these troops would arrive this afternoon. 

I also informed the Governor that immediately Mr. 

Cyrus Vance, as Special Assistant to the Secretary of Defense, 

and others would proceed to Detroit for conferences with 

the Governor and other appropriate officials. 


This_ plan proceeded precisely as scheduled. 
Approximately 5,000 Federal troops were on their way by airlift 
to Detroit, Michigan, within a few hours. Mr. Vance, General 
Throckmorton, and others were in Detroit and in conference 
with Governor Romney by the middle of this afternoon. 

Their initial report was that it then appeared 
that the situation might be controlled without bringing the 
Federal troops from the Selfridge Air Force Base into downtown 
Detroit. They, therefore, recommended to the President that.. <:T 
t.hP troops be maintainr>o nn a 30-rninutc alert and thev 


