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NOTES OF THE PRESID E:,~T 1 S A CTIVITIES 
DURING THE DETIZ OlT C R3IS 

Jul y 2 4 , 196 7 

At 10 p. in. George Chr i stian ca rne ou'.: of the President 's offi ce a nd 
said, ::The situation is worsening. 11 l1v1r .. Christian took a c op y of 
President Roosevelt 1 s Proclamation n um.b e r 2588 which was is s \led ,-:,.;:;_ 
June 21, 1943, entitled, "The President Directs the Detroit Ra c e 
Rioters to Disperse." A copy of that 'p:;:-oclamation is attached. 

·with the President in the Oval Office were Secretary lv1cNama r a, 
Attorney G eneral Cla r k, F B I Dire cto :r Hoover, General Joh n son, 
.S e cr e ta r y n ± 1he Arm:.p ~1. e ·· • · i ~ , l\i1r. Marvin \Vats on~ ~Il l·. Abe F c)i·-;:: ·::;. 

and !vir. George Christian. The Presiden t was reading the J une 22, 
1943, issue of the New York Tin-ies concerning President Roosev elt 1s 
actions in Detroit. The Presid~nt read aloud excerpts of. an article 
entitled 1'Rayburn assails Roosevelt critics. 11 The President then 

. _ we_nt to ·the AP and UPI Ticker machines and read the wire copy on 
- · the Detroit riots. The President then went to his signing desk with 

~ I , ... - .,. • ·: - ~ ... -~ ... _ ... ~'t.~"\ ;"" .. ;;:··.- . .. -_ • ... - · "'- ·- • "'-' ... ~-:-... - · ,.._ ~.... ;··-· .. - ... :· ... ..:...,. ... ' ,..R ... _ .... -- •. • . . • . . 

·.·- ,·o -· · ·. ~ . _ ·"'Marvin Watson and read over several memos. · His secretary, 1.1ary 
, Slater_, entered shortly after 10, and the President signed a few 

nominations and appointments, including that of D ~puty Attorney Gener;J..l 
Warren Christopher. 

· Attorney General Clark advised the President that he had an 11 onen 
·.:•'"··. 

__ · ~.:' ... · ~_-_;·--~. · · line'' to Secretary Vance and Mr. - Christopher in Detroit. 11 Two 
·~ · !:: .. ,·:=-- ...... ·. __ more National Guardsmen have been wo~~9-~d, _and .there are spotty 

~[r;J~f:;~;'~"~;~#f~':s ~:·~ h_~ rep~:~,:,~ : 7·· .· ·;~:<:r .. •·' ,'' ; ·. -- ·-- -
- :..~- ·~- ...... !. •v""'As· the President continued to read documents on his signing table, 

..--- ..... 

- Secretary McNarr...ara, · Attorney Gen e ral Clark, and 1'f.r. Fortas read 
the tickers while the other Presidential advisors discussed the 
possibll:ity of the President signing a prociamatiori and an Executive 
Order which would authorize federal troops to be sent to Detroit fro-rn. 
Selfridge Air Force Base and the federalizing of the Iviichigan Nat i ona l 

-.Guard~ -
·· / . • 

Mr. · Vance called at 10:08 u.m. and spoke to the Presid e nt b y a 
s peaker phone in the Pres i dent 1 s oiii cc. lvir. Van ce said , 11 T h e situ ­
ation i s continuing to det e ri o rate . T t cr e a r e 1200pe rso::l s n ow be:ir1g 

MEtJING NOJES COPYRIGHT.f D 
PubliEatioR Requires. 

~·7~j~:~~ ~;• r • • 

. ":.<,1_ 
i'·. 

·. -:. ·-: - .. ·' : 

'!1 1:1 

ViCEs 

Permission of Cop1 ri§Rt 
Holder. W. TheMas JehRsan 

orn~ :.1!" . ED TO BE A" 
~DMl .. ISTRAllVE MAiKllli 

evOC d- art }~-?>---

[1 of 5]
 



·. 

: ' ' 

. ;. ·--· ·~· .............. --.... . --.... ··. ··--·· --·- , ... ,. 
till IA -:_ . .•.. 

.M.EE ii NG NOY ES CO Pt .RIOHTE.P;.: -· -- -·-··-··-·-- .. - --.. ··---···-· ··-- --·-
Poblicattan rtaqolrH ·-. 

PerMi11ie11 of Cupytight 
Holder. W. 'Fhomas Jehtuon 

60?rFII:r:::: l .... .'-l.~ 

- 2 -

detained in Feiony Court. Reports of ir..cidents are increasing 
throughout the area. I am. getting 1nany calls from local ci~izens. 11 

Mr. Vance advised the President: "You should sign the Order ar:.d 
.federaliz~ the . Michigan Natio;ial Guard. I urge this. It would put the 
Guard under General Throckmorton.!! 

The President asked what type of incidents these were. Mr. Va:;::ce 
responded _that they inch1ded arson, shooting, and burglary. He said 
there was heav]'- fire by snipers in tr..e fifth pr.ccinct. Secretary 
lvfcNamara asked how the 4300 Michigan National Guardsmen wer e 110\v 

being used. Mr. Vance said they ,·vere being used in trucks, jeeps an d 
in conjunction with fire departr..ncnts. "Throckmorton says we can take 
.. :c1r e of. this bet-::.: r when the i · :_ :??S are federalized. 1

' 

The President asked, was there any doubt in anybody's mind, including 
the Governor, that the troops should be federalized and U.S. forces 

. sent .in. ~fr. Vance said, 11 There is no doubt in the Governor's mind. 11 

.' ;.·.-;:···-· . ..... ·.:--·.'!::-

_· · .. " .... ·~··:Th~, President sai4~ "W ~ will look at it and call you back shortly. " 

. }'.::, .'..'.(~?';;h:ie~~:;~tn!r::i:/::d ;;:~c;e:~;~d a~ 0::1:::/~e ::::a: bci.,m:::t5~o:aJi~IIl : ~. \ 
1 ~-,...~~:::'to. g·o· to the ·Fair Grouiid. Assembly area.· · -···.: .. :----· -- ·· '-""!·' 

• ..,;,.~~ "'· .• t'· •• . 

. .,. . . . : -~·r~i...~- .,.•.. . -

-~" ·_··--.~<.· The President said to Mr. Vance, "We will follow your recommendations 
~·:·.:· .·~._~ . ..;-~on the ~ rnatter. ·I will sign t~e Executive Order and Proclamation. 11 

J~~< -.,;:~;t~~:.- :~{~~~>~i:-: .. :: \ :.:. '. : . '· :-.. ._ <. . . . .. -·~:~~- . . . . . . . . 
-~~· · _·,;r~~?'.'.Gene'ral .Throckmorton then came on the phone from Detroit and spoke 
,f".,,,.-.. .,-_: .. i.An·---·.'""\: .. iJI--.#~ ~-·~ ·L.:~~ .... ~·~ . .. .~· # .~·.. • • - • •' 0 

-, .. :,:"'.~·>,:;~·~"·~~lo 'General. johnson_and Secreta.ry'..McNam.ara. _The .General explained ...... . 

~~~~f~·~t~~.:::~"::f~:;;~;··~'L::,:H~~to:-.,~.:\.:~2 . · .. - . -""::·:: ·· ~,, 
··· · .,.. , Ge.neral Throckmorton said he intended to split the city into two parts 

· :·-·. __ ---:~."with , Woodward Avenue as a dividing. line. He said he would put U.S. 
"i~: ; ... ~-'!,,:.:>.~:tro.op~. pn the east ~ide and the Natio~l Guard on the west side. The 

· ... · ~·-· . : ··=~ . President asked how this would a:ffect the U.S. troops in relation to 
· · · ... -·;'.--he'a·ry~- sniper fire. General Throckmorton said that this danger woul~ 
~: · ·:-.~~)i.bou~ be evenly distributed. 

~7. ·~-- ._ ~ ~~.: -.~~~~1W< ~ : .. ,~ . ·. ~·,~;·~~ ·" ·.· ..... . 
-· ~ ... --·. ,,-: ,>~ 'The: President said, - "Well, I guess it is just a ir...atter of minutes 

before federal troops start shooting women and children. 11 General 
_ Throclanorton assured the President tha.t every precaution would be 
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taken to guard against unneces .sary fire power. Th~ General told fr.:.(.; 

I resident that the men woulc. be issued live arr' ...... --nunition but that t hey 
·wo"l..:ld not be authorized to loa.d the arr...rr ... unition into their wea.po:cs ·-.:.mil 
specificaliy approved by an o!~icer. 

The President asked, 11 Can the Guard take c:ire of the snip~r inc:dent..> ? !! 

The President said he was "concerned abc~t the charge that we can.net 
kill enough people in Vietnam, so \Ve go out and shoot civilians in Det!" oit. !' 

Ge:iera.l Throckmorton said, 11 Mr. Presicient, we will only shoot under 
tl:e most severe prove.cations." 

· ·::-::. ... ~ P .:.·eside:at tJ ld Genera!. ·:·~·_:.:.0~km.ortcn to save as muc h time ::~::; 

µc.- ssib.a; oy nioving the tr00r: :.;. W~tb.out stoppin!;; en route. Tl:.e Pre sic: ~:..:.:. 

said the proclamation, which is required to get ~he troops into position, 
would be signed within the half hour. The President said, "Aren 1t we 
talking about an hour to an hour and a half before the men can be dispersed'? 11 

~-'· .General Throckmorton ·said. that was correct. . .. -._. . . :: <,. ·.;. -
. ·,·; .. 4-r:-. . ._; '"· . . . ·i::-';., • . 

- =·· :--->-"" .• . ::~~!~1:~The : President asked· Mr.'~· vance under what type 0£ legal arrangement 
-.·· ·: ~)>" ~vas th~ s~ate being. operated. uAre they operating under martial law? 11 

~-~~ ~ ... : ·~~:_7-~:~. ?-v~r .--~yance said that t~e. Governor .J:iad declar'ed a 11 state of emergency", 
.• . • : .:--· _. :.-:..1 :··· and that a state of martial law had not been declared because of some 

:-;.-~. - ::~<".~,,.~.·. questions concerning the effects of a. martial law on the court system of 

J;·~~iii·r,;~i~~_. <· '· ·.~;'':I:·~J: · · ·<:. . .. 
.::. ... ~:· -~-:~:f9;,:~~· Mr. Califano said that a _stafo .of martial law was declared in 1943. The r<,,.,.-! ~ ... ,.... ~'.11;..,·..... .:· .. ..... ~ 1 ~ -~_ ...... _ . . ; ~ . ... 

._,4~/:~~;pJ:"'c.isident went to his. T.V~abinets:and picked up the bound volumne of 
\;~;~;'*1.zY111:~-}r~w· ·~:of'i~"Tmic:;·~-a:Il.~i"to~k it;t~~~s des.k, wher·~ 'iie. referred to .the 

-"~~.:.~~:z:;-~~ ·~. ma.-:tia:1 · 1~,,,.;. declar~tic;n.··in his clisctissi~ns with Mr. Vance over the 
.. - _.. telephone. 

. ~ "S,i .. 
"" . :;;-:~ .... 

. ;:~i-f~ ;~~ .. -.. Mr. . y~~c e said it ~as 11 sLx of one, a half dozen of the other. 11 

'. '~ . __ : ·~: The Pre.sident said, 11 This would show he (Governor Romney) has taken 
· =~""'-~· .... .- . all the steps which he ~an take. 11 

·:~1~::-- f~ ::~"~ . . . ; ·.. . . "~.. . ·' . 
·The President said that Mr. Vance should consider sozne preliminary 
· ste;>s to the troops actually being deployed . . The President sugge st~d 
tha t ~·ir. Vance call a news coniercnce and mak e a strong plea f or l z. \v 
and order. The President also suggeste d t hat lo~d speakers be u~ e:d 

G 9:: r:r: :s:: r :i: .:\.L 

SERVICE SET 

MEE:rlf:i'G NOTES COPYRIGHTED 
RwblicgtiaA Recr+at-­

Pe" missiuu of Co~ht 
r!ulde1. W. 'fhomas JahSNOn 

[3 of 5]
 



.. 
. .. . Mf-E-TIWG MOlES COPYRtg~m;o 

• .:«,;:·:~· .. ......... . ··--:.- Publicallun Reqoilas ..... ,~---1· 11 1 I( 

·· ,_... flermission of Cop7 • ig.Rt 
Hotd&t. \V. 'fhumcs Joh,.teA 

- 4 -

throughout the area to ar .... "lounce a last-1n.inute appeal before troo~;s 

'Ner~ sent in. lThe President urged that the lvfayor, the Gov·ernor ~ 
Ge.r.:eral Throckmorton and ?vfr. Vance go before the press tc say th.:.1t 
1'.fr. Vance had talked to the P::.-esident and that all parties joined :n a.n 
appeal for :reason. The President advised that he would be m:iking c:.. 

m:.tionally-televised statement later. It '\Vas decided that 1-lr. va~ce 
should go with his appeal- in1.J.--nediately rather than waiting for th~! 
President to speak. The Pi·esident said, i:r want you to appeal to the 
people be.fore we have to put in thos e troops. Ask them to cease and 
desist and obey the law. Tell them. you are committing Fed~ral troops 
if~ecessary. 11 

. .it~t 10 :28 FBI Dfrectoi- Hoove :· ~~·-.::.d , 11They have lost a.11 c ontrol i:i.;. 
·"··t ::-t'.'~:: ::. S.:.:~j.c::.:_ wiil b r .:.: .. :,~ ' ·;. ;.:;; ..;; :-.vithi.n thirty mi..a.u.tcs . They pl2. ::. c.,) 

tear it to pieces. " 

- ·· At 10:31 the President signed the Proclamation number 3795 .(a.ttach­
>:~ < ment zr At ~0:46 the President w.ent to the adjoining conference room 
:·:-.;:.·~=:with Mr . . Fortas to work: on a television statement. He was joined by 

._ ~,,. .-~.;,_~ .~ifi_.;Mr~; __ Ha.rry ¥c;:Pherson a:a:d Mr. George Christian.· ; Between 10:46 and 
,.. · ;':;f:.;;. -~l I p~: m.' the drafts of the ~t~tement \vere read and edited by the President 
; --~ arid his advisors, and pl:iysical typing and reproduction was begun by the 

· ~. ·~: - Press Office and Appointments Office. The networks were notified by 
·--~;A···" Bob. Fleming of the possibility of a television statement, and the Q-TV 

-_---:~~-....... (teleprompter)personnel .were summoned. · · 

-:, ~ : . ----t~.~~1::· .-.:·?''f~ :::· : . . . . -. ~;~~~;~ :· . . . 
.~- _,. 4~~~~~~~·~j'.At · ll:0.9 Secretary -Vance re~~ his proposed statem·ent from Detroit on 

·-. )~?~ .;~-~t' ih~ ·telephone • . It was approved • . At 11 :10, the President said for Mr; . . 
·r"";..O:r .... •k ~ ... ~~~··· <~-1-·· -~- ~~ ... ... ·:At- --_ ...... .... ~ ·;~ .. . ~ .~ .... • - . . . - ... . 
:~=~-~~~~~tY~~~s_.~o. ·go ~th bis ~~~~eme~·(in ten min~tes. · ??~~. President.t~ld tho's"e . 
-~;.. _: .. · .. ~.;.;;;itf:advisors assembled 1n his office that he would sign the Executive Order 
·.-,;;;: ~~ ~;,Jl6.:..: :~ • .,. ··- ..... ~ -';~-,·· .- .. • • 4.:.. •• - • ' • 

_ · .. :,, in ten minutes. The President went in.to }.;farvin Watson1s office and then 
·.,;: · . . : _:...,;; retU.rned . . He read over sections of ~he five-page proposed statement 
:~.~-·:·:;~.;f.~~~which was being retyped and edited. At 11 :22 the President signed the 
-:·-~>·..,·-;.;$.;~~"'"Exe cutive Order (attach.~ent 3) . . Shortly after this, Mr. Christian 

.. --:· _ ~-, ·~~~f't"r eleased copies of the Proclaination and the Executive Order to the Wl--...ite 
·;. . : :~-·l~ifoul?~ correspondents who were assembled in the West L~bby. The 

'i"".: ,;.:.,r+.:;~ic orrespondents were advised to stand by in the TV Theatre for a Presi-
-'!""- - • ·~·-".'- -· . . •··. · ~ · .!'<· · ,,,. .'dential statelllent. · . 

. ~ ~'. . 

· · At 11:43 Mr. Vance talked over the speaker phone with the Presider-:. 
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At 11 :..:~5 the President was seated 2.t his desk waiting for the ?hysicc.. ~ 

-~vork to be co1n?leted on speech cards and tlu-; teleprompter. Th(; P::.··:.. .::.:.-­
de:-... t ·,,\•a.l~-.:ed into the corridor 2.dj oi:ning the Pr ·:;s s Office and ·,,va.tc :: ::. e c .: ..... ;~ 

Connie G~rra:rd and Rosemary :?v1cB:dde con"lpleted work on tee ste:i. . .:: i l n 
ar~.:1 tee speech cards. As the first card was typed, the President :r .:..:-:: . .:.i L 
aioud with G_eorge Christian standing beside him. The President ret:.u·::.:.e ::-~ 

1l 
to his office. 

The President went to the T. V. studio. He made a nationally televis td 
a.dciress beginning at 11:58. The address ended at 12:08 (atiach:n..:;::."lt ~ .. ) 
It '\Vas carried live by all three ne~orks. Standing with the Presiden: 
as he made the speech.were FBI Director Hoover, Attorney General Cla:r ;:~ 

;-::. ~:d. Secretary :McNamara. 

The P1·esident went directly from the studio to his bedroo1n '\Vi.th Mr. 
Christian, Mr. Fleming, Miss Mary Slater, Mr. Tom Johnson, Mr. 
Joe Califano and Mr. Harry McPherson, and watched Dan Rathei· of CBS 
as he analyzed the President• s . statement and the riot conditions. The 
President then returned to his office at 12:11 with Mr. Califano, Mr • 

. · McPherson, Mr. Watson, Mr. Christian and Mr . . Tom Johnson . 
• , ,. r .• • • . ""- ·:=:~~·~ :~:. ··"'-..-- ;· · r· . . ·"". ·· : . ;"; ._ .. :· .-·. ·;,.• . :. .., '· , ; _ _. . . • . , •· _ ·. _.:: : ·: .,_ · . • : • ; .. • _ · . · : · ~ . . -" • . 

The President read over the tick.ers and commented that UPI was on the 
wire with their story and AP was not. "Why is that?" George Christian 
said -it was because of Merriman Smith. 

The President then said, ·"Well, I g\i,ess that is all for t .onight. 11 As the 
:· group departed, Mr. Califano said to the President, i:Mr. President, I 

\ ' . . . 

· . · ~ '>~1 '.<.; :·;,~ _'tjlink you r.andled everything real ~ell tonight. ·11 
. All agreed. The President 

·;~t;~~~1li:\~~~i'i :~;~ Y~U,· .. ~::;:,T· :c:~~, '."·· ~<~~~":';'' ' ' .• .· 
~ - .:- .. _ _ ._.t , .(~ ;:, ~ ·· , • .. ..;. ,.. · ::.~ . , .. • , ._· .. _ . _ _ ; ~ -~- .-:.~ ·: . - ·- .# ~ ~~... ·- _ .... . ~ .'~-~ -- - .: .:...:_.,.,. . ... : . ~~· . 

# 
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6-1. Detroit Race Riot.crs Directed to Disperse 

Q . . \Ir. President, does :\fr. [Chester] D:?.vis think he has all the 
pm\·er i1e needs to do his food job? 

THE :>RESIDE:-.:T: I do:i't know. I have hc:ird ncthing t0 the con­
:::r:i.ry. The only thing I have hc::irC. from :him lately ·was, "For 
goodness' sake don't give me the O.P.A. ~ob!" (Laughter) 

( ' r T1 D • l .) /i <J. ile .f res1c en t 

j une 21, r943 

Directs f 1. ~ •. . u.C Detroit Race 

'.~V HEREAS, the Governor of the State of :\fichig:m has represented 
that domestic violence exists in said State 1•:hich the authorities 
of said State are un:ible to suppress; and 

·w·r-IEREAS, i~ is provided in the Constitution of the United 
States that the United States shall protect C2.ch State in this 
U !1ion, on application of the Legisbrnre, or of the Executive, 

. i;\'l1en the Legislature cmnot be com·cned, against domestic 
violence; and 

'\
7HEREAS, by the law of the United Stares in pursuance of the 

~bove, i( is pro,·ided that in all cases of insurrection in any State 
or of obstruction of the laws thereof, it shall be lawful for the 
President of the Uniccd St2ltcs, on application of the Legislature 
of such St3.te, or of the Executive, 1\·hen the Lcgisbture cannot 
be convened, to call forth the militia c f ~my 0 Ll1cr State or States 
2.nd to employ such pan · of the l::· .. nd ~::1d 11:1\'al forces of the 
Uni ted States as shall be judgc:d ne.c~ss :ny for the purpose of 

. supprc~sing such insurrection and causing the 12.'irs to be duly 
executed; and 

\ VHEREAS, the Lcgisbture of the St2.tc of :,richigan is not now 
in session and cannot be con\·cncd in time to meet the present 
emergency, and the ... Exccuti\'e of s:1id Sr:a te under Section 4 of 
A.nicle IV of the Constirn t. ion of t ~1c U ni Led S t:~~cs, and the h\rs 
) ::-~s sed in n1 ursuance thereof, h::is m:HL::: (:UC! <:D~ 'J liG1tion to me in 
- • l 

Lhc prc::mises for St~ch p:in of tl1c :nil itJ ry forces of the UBitc<l 
258 
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6 5. Tribute to Russian Arn:~·.:: :: ·· :·.:s 

...:: :!tcs :is may be nccess:iry and adequate tc; :.= -::- ·: -.::ct the Stare of 
\! :c'.ii3":m a:'.1.cl the citizens thereof ag:linst c-: ~=--=;- ::c violence and 
:.i :.::nforcc tl1c clue execution of the l~n·;s; :::.!:.::... 

\\'HERF:\S, it is required that ·whene\·er i: =-:.. -- :_,;: necess~ry, in 

:: :;.· j~:dgn~cnt of the President, to use the ==- -~~~=~· forces of the 
~ · !: i.tcc! Sc::tcs for the purposes aforesaid, h.:: :~:_:~l fortlw.,·ith, by 
. ,;·,)clar:ution: command such insurgents tc .:...:_-~>=rse and retire 

.. ·::c..:ft:ll y to Lheir respective homes \1:ithir: :~ ~.:.=itcd time; 
· _'\nw, THEREFORE, I, Franklin D. Roos .:: -- ~- :_, President of 
<:L~ L;nitccl Srates of America, do hereby 1n:l:-~ :: ~ :-xlamation and 
: , :n hereby command all persons en3·agecl :.:-_ ~ . :...::: unla·wfl1l and 
::: .<r:-rcctio~1ary proceedings to disperse anC. :-::-=.:·:: peacefully to 
: ::•..:ir rcspccti\·c abodes immediately, and he:-.:-::..:-:.-=::- ab~ndon said 
, ,)::1 li~n~tions and submit themseh"cs to the ::. - - -~ ::.::.d constituted 
_; ::: ]1(;ri cics of said State; 

.\ : ~d I i1n-okc the :ti r. l and coc;·;::; :- ·· ·: · ... ·..: _: :~ good citizens 
.. __ :;, -:: _.: -~:: pea.ce . . 

• ( ) 1 L: The race riots in Detroit home gu:?.rds. :.~: . :. S:ate troops in 
: :1 June, 19.13, \·:ere probably the quelling tl:-: : ·_:::!"lg. :\ot many 
·. 1;rst the country had experienced hours after t:-_.! =:-:-;:5ident's procla­
.;;i rt> t!1c.:: E~st St. Louis, Ill., disturb- mation, com_:::::..:: ::-::er had been re­
: :;cc:; in the first \V'orld \Var. Fed- stored, and t1---= ? :.::.::ral troops were 
n :d troops of the Sixth Service then withdra· .. -::... 
l :l):nm:rnd ai~ed the city police, 

:1 ~) C ?v1essage to Stalin Paying Tri:-~:~ to Russia 
1 111 the Second Anniversary of the Y .:...::: Attack on 
~ ( ; ; ...: ..Jc· ·1·..., Tl,1 .1.~1 A <) <) 194 C, ..... " . .) ~\.. J \. """" ......... , ::J 

·I ··.-:o yc-:m Jgo tomorrow, by an act of tre~cl:.:::- .:::-_ ~eeping with 
·: :..: long record of Nazi duplicity, the Nazi le:-~ :~;.; -_:-: ~:::nched their 
> ~ : ~ :11 :i.t~J.d:. uoon the Sm·iet Union. Thcv :~-:. ·.::.__ :. ::ded to their 

I. i 
. . ,. . . l . 1 f (' . - . u . · .-.·:i :;_; us~ ot enemies tae nug lty orccs o: -:__~_: :.-- Jnet · 1110n. 

~ '· ·. ': :; ::-\:1zi lcz~ders had underestimated the :::. : . :..-~·- : :.o ·which the 
, ·.-'. ~ :: Go\·crnrnem z~ncl people had develop-: ,::. .::...: . .::. ~:rengthened 

259 

SERVICE SET 
[2 of 2]
­



----------------------------------------------------------------------

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE JU LY 24, 1967 

Office of the White House Press Secretary 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

LAW AND ORDER IN THE STATE OF MICHIGAN 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

A PROCLAMATION 

WHEREAS the Governor of the State of Michigan has informed me that 
conditions of domestic violence and disorder exist in the City of Detroit 
in that State, obstructing the execution and enforcement of the laws, and 
that the law enforcement resources available to the City and State, including 
the National Guard, have been unable to suppress such acts of violence and 
to restore law and order; and 

WHEREAS the Governor has requested me to use such of the armed forces 
of the United States as may be necessary for those purposes; and 

WHEREAS such domestic violence and disorder are also obstructing 
the execution of the laws of the United States, including the protection 
of federal property in the City of Detroit: 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, LYNDON B. JOHNSON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution 
and laws of the United States, including Chapter 15 of Title 10 of the Cnited 
States Code, do command all persons engaged in such acts of violence to 
cease and desist therefrom and to disperse and retire peaceably forthwith. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fourth 
day of July, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and sixty-seven, and 
the Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and ninety­
second. 

/s / LYNDON B. JOHNSON 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

July 24, 1967 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 	 J ULY 2.4, l 967 

Office of the White House Press Secretary 

- - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - ~ ~ - - . --- ~ - - - ~ - ~ 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 

PROVIDING FOR THE RESTORATION OF LAW AND ORDER 

IN THE STAT!!., OF MICHIGAN 

WHEREAS on July Z4, 1967, I issued Proclamation No. 3795, pursuant in 
part to the provisions of Chapter 15 of Title 10 of the United States Code; and 

WHEREAS the conditions of domestic violence and disorder described therein 
continue, and the persons engaging in such acts of violence have not dispersed; 

NOW, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in me as President of 
the United States and Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces by the Consti ­
tution and laws of the United States, including Chapter 15 of Title 10 of the 
United States Code, and Section 301 of Title 3 oft~ United States Code, it is 
hereby ordered as follows: 

SECTION 1. The Secretary of Defense is authorized and directed to take all 
appropriate steps to disperse all persons engaged in the acts of violence 
described in the proclamation and to restore law and order. 

SECTION Z. In carrying out the provisions of Section 1, the Secretary of 
Defense is authorized to use such of the Armed Forces of the United States 
as he may deem necessary. 

SECTION 3. The Secretary of Defense is hereby authorized and directed to 
call into the active military service of the United States, as he may deem 
appropriate to carry out the purposes of this order, any or all of the units of 
the Army National Guard and of the Air National Guard of the State of Michigan 
to serve in the active military service of the United States for an indefinite 
period and until relieved by appropriate orders. Units, or members thereof. 
may be relieved subject to recall at the discretion of the Secretary of Defense. 
In carrying out the provisions of Section 1, the Secretary of Defense is 
authorized to use units, and members the re of, called or recalled into the 
active military service of the United States pursuant to this section. 

SECTION 4. The Secretary of Defense is authorized to delegate to the 
Secretary of the Army or the Secretary of the Air Force, or both, any of the 
authority conferred upon him by this order. 

Is/ 	 Lyndon B. Johnson 

THE 	WHITE HOUSE, 

July 2.4, 1967 

# # # 



IMMEDIATE RELEASE JULY 24, 1967 

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY 

11: 58 P .M. EDT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT 
TO THE NATION 

THE THEATER 

In the early morning today, Governor Romney 
communicated with Attorney General Ramsey Clark and told him 
of the extreme disorder in Detroit, Michigan. The Attorney 
General kept me advised throughout the morning. 

At 10:56 this morning, I received a wire from · 
Governor Romney officially requesting that Federal troops 
be dispatched to Michigan. This wire had been sent at 10:46 
a.m. 

At 11:02 a.m. this morning, I instructed the 
Secretary of Defense, Mr. McNamara, to initiate the movement 
of the troops which the Governor had requested. 

Gs~. :.----

At the same time, I advised the Governor by telegram 
that the troops would be sent to Selfridge Air Base just 
Northeast of Detroit and would be available to support and 
assist the 8,000 Michigan National Guardsmen and the several 
thousand State and local police under the command of Governor 
Romney and the Mayor of Detroit. I informed the Governor 
that these troops would arrive this afternoon. 

I also informed the Governor that immediately Mr. 
Cyrus Vance, as Special Assistant to the Secretary of Defense, 
and others would proceed to Detroit for conferences with 
the Governor and other appropriate officials. 

This plan proceeded precisely as scheduled. 
Approximately 5,000 Federal troops were on their way by airlift 
to Detroit, Michigan, within a few hours. Mr. Vance, General 
Throckmorton, and others were in Detroit and in conference 
with Governor Romney by the middle of this afternoon. 

Their initial report was that it then appeared 
that the situation might be controlled without bringing the 
Federal troops from the Selfridge Air Force Base into downtown 
Detroit. They, therefore, reconnnended to the Pr·esident that 
the troops be maintained on a 30-minute alert a~d they 
advised that they would be in continual touch with the situation 
and with Secretary McNamara and me, making periodic reports 
about every 30 minutes. -

MORE 
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At approximately 10:30 this evening, Mr. Vance and 
General Throckmorton reported to me by telephone that it was 
the then unanimous opinion of all the State and Federal officials 
who were in consultation -- including Governor Romney, Mr. Vance, 
General Throckmorton, the Mayor, and others -- that the situation 
had developed in such a way in the few intervening hours as to 
make the use of Federal troops to augment the police and Michigan 
National Guard imperative. They described the situation in 
considerable detail, including the violence and deaths that had 
occurred in the past few hours, and submitted as the unanimous 
judgment of all concerned that the situation was totally beyond 
the control of the local authorities. 

On the basis of this confirmation of the need for 
participation by Federal troops, and pursuant to the official 
request made by the Governor of the State of Michigan, in which 
Mayor Cavanaugh of Detroit joined, I forthwith issued the necessary 
Proclamation and Executive Order as provided by the Constitution 
and the statutes. 

I advised Mr. Vance and General Throckmorton to pro­
ceed inunediately with the transportation of the Federal troops 
from Selfridge Air Force Base to places of deployment within 
Detroit -- a movement which they had already provisionally begun, 
pursuant to their authority. 

I am sure the American people will realize that I take 
this action with the greatest regret -- and only because of the 
clear, unmistakable and undisputed evidence that Governor Romney 
of Michigan and the local officials in Detroit have been unable 
to bring the situation under control. 

Law enforcement is a local matter. It is the res­
ponsibility of local officials and the Governors of the respective 
States. The Federal Government should not intervene -- except 
in the most extraordinary circumstances. 

The fact of the matter, however, is that law and order 
have broken down in Detroit, Michigan. 

Pillage, looting, murder, and arson have nothing to 
do with civil rights. They are criminal conduct. The Federal 
Government in the circumstances here presented had no alternative 
but to respond, since it was called upon by the Governor of the 
State and since it was presented with proof of his inability to 
restore order in Michigan. 

We will not tolerate lawlessness. We will not endure 
violence. It matters not by whom it is done .or under what slogan 
or banner. It will not be tolerated. This nation will do 
whatever it is necessary to do to suppress and to punish those 
who engage in it. 

I know that with few exceptions the people of Detroit 
and the people of Newark and the people of Harlem and of all 
of our American cities, however troubled they may be, deplore 
and condemn these criminal acts. I know that the vast majority 
of Negroes and whites are shocked and outraged by them. 
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So tonight, your President calls upon all of our 
people, in all of our cities, to join in a determined · · 
program to maintain law and order -- to condemn and to combat 
lawlessness in all of its forms -- and firmly to show by word 
and by deed that riots, looting and public disorder will 
not be tolerated. 

In particular, I call upon the people of the ravaged 
areas to return to their homes, to leave the streets, and to 
permit the authorities to restore quiet and order without 
further loss of life or property damage. Once this is done, 
attention can inunediately be turned to the great and urgent 
problems of repairing the (~m~qe that has been done. 

I appeal to every American in this grave hour to 
respond to this plea. 

END 12:05 A.M. EDT 
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