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OCTOBER 11, 1967 - 1 :05 p. m. 

TUESDAY LUNCHEON ffiOUP 

Secretary Rusk CIA Director Helms· 
Secretary McNamara George Christian 
Walt Rostow 
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MEMORANDUM 

\ .. : 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

OCTOBER 16, 1967 
6:00p.m. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

To~ 
FROM: Tom Johnson 

Attached are the notes of your meeting with Secretary Rusk, 
Secretary McNamara, Walt Rostow, CIA Director Helms and 
George Christian in the Mansion on October 11, 1967. 

The meeting began at 1: 05 p. m. The meeting ended at 2: 24 p. m. 

Attachment 

CEITRM!;;EQ TO ':'.":: f, ~I 
ADMI NlSTnA TlVt f:lr11\KlNG. 


EY \)uf: G~~ -9( 


SERViCESF.T 



MlFRNC MOTES COPYRIGMTEO 
P.wbl'.~,..~:,m rbq11ires 

'£0!3 5ECttE'f -

P~w.1:::sb:si :...f 'ce~y-ight 
H::f!JJcr V:/ fnomus Joh,,.sen October 16, 1967 

NOTES OF THE PRESIDENT'S MEETING WITH SECRETARY 
RUSK, SECRETARY MCNAMA RA, WALT ROSTOW, CIA 
DIRECTOR HELMS AND GEORGE CHRISTIAN 

The President: ~ Dean 11 I want to know all you know and think about 
Pennsylvania. 

Secretary Rusk : We haven't seen any se r ious response from Hanoi. 
They are not in the business of talking about negotiations at this stage. 
It has been a one way conversation. 

Bo does want contacts to continue . I do not think this is just be cause 
of the ten mile radius around Hanoi. 

T here is little danger now that talk s w ill brea k off. M a n d A a n d Kisinger 
see we a re not getting anything back from Hanoi. 

The Pre sid~nt: Did the State Department insist on a letter from Ashmore 
when he got into his discussions ove1· tlLere? 

Secretary Rusk: .'. They (Ashmore and Baggs) were itching to win a Nobel 
peace prize and wanted it. 

_:?ec_:.·etar_y_~A:cNa;r_:n~~: I agree with Dean. I do not believe Bo 1s interest 
in continuing the talk s is related to the ten mile b ornbing restriction. 
There has been no proposition to talk in any way about settling the conflict. 

It now becomes a question of what we do next year in relation to Pennsylvania. 
I expect nothing in the next two weeks. What does matter is what we do 
in the next 3 to 4 months. 

If the President does want a pause, I would suggest that we do it through 
the Pennsylvania channel. 

If we do not want a pause, the President may want to draw this channel 
to a close. Renewing the bombing will, in my opinion, bring it to a close. 
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Walt Rostow: I believe they will say they are prepared to talk if we 
unconditionally stop the bombing. As I see it, there are three alternatives: 

1) Play the string out 

2) Have a pause and see what happens. 

3) Go to ICC countries and tell them that we have made this offer. 
See if we can get assurances of the kind required. 

The President: What was General Wheeler's reaction to all of this? 

Secretary McNamara: General Wheeler's reaction was one of concern 
if we pause and the North Vietnamese take advantage of it. He is not concerned 

tiir"' 
if they do not take military advantage, although he does"' believe it will bring 
about negotiations. General Wheeler was tolerant of our views given the 
domestic situation we have. 

The President: What damage '-Vonld we suffer with a pause? 

SecrBtary 1v1cNamara: There is a possibility \Ve will suffer no damage. 
~Ve-could develop our o-vvn talk-and-fight strategy. 

I would recommend a pause because of the domesti c plus it would be. 

Se cretal'y Rusk: How long a pause? 

Secretary McNamara: You will never have a long enough pause to 
satisfy Fulbright and others. A pause of at least a month would be 
necessary. 

Secretary Rusk: I talked with Hedley Donovan of Time - Life. As you 
know, they are coming out with an editorial next week in Life which 
calls for a halt in the bombing. 

Donovan thinks a lot of people will have their minds changed with a 
pause. We would not get much out of a short pause with international 
public opinion. 

The President: What if they resume military operations? 
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Secretary McNamara: We would resume military operations if they did. 

Director Helms: I do not think anything will come out of the P ennsylvania 
channel. It will get information back to Hanoi. But I do not expect to 
get anything out of it. 

Secretary Rusk : The proposal we made to them was almost too reasonable. 

The President: How are we ever going to win? 

Secretary McNamara: We are making progress. But it is slow. I have 
no idea how we can win it in the next 12 months. 

We have to do something to increase the support for the war in this 
country. I know of no better way to do it except by a pause. 

The President: We may lose if we have a pause. I do not think it would 
change any of these folks. 

Secretary Rusk: Donovan says that it would cha nge a lot of minds. 

George Christian: A short pause which failed would lead to c onside:rably 
more discouragement in this country than we now have. 

Secretary Rusk: What effect would it have on the morale of the men? 

Se_<_:::etary 1v!.cNa~~: The effects would be bad if supplies were brought 
in and infiltration continued. 

Director Helms: There is no question about the domestic politi cal reaction. 
You win a war by doing what you are doing. A short pause will do no good. 
It will be very difficult to get started back again. If we have a pause, it 
must be a very long, deep breath. 

The President: I do not see how we can get into a long one. 

Secretary McNamara: We have got to be much tougher. If they do not 
take advantage of the pause, it would be a plus. 

Secretary Rusk: I would trade the bombing for sealing off the DMZ and 
some of the action in the southg 
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Secretary Rusk: A pause ought to be connected with a promi se to do 
something. 

The President: Can't we do something to get these troop contributions 
wrapped up? 

Secretary McNamara: We have a crash program going to get them out 
the re. 

Secretary Rusk: We will get 15, 000 more men from Korea. 

We need a meeting with Ambassador Goldberg on the Middle East. 
We are getting into a deadlock at the United Nations. We need to be fully 
briefed. 

Director Helms: Ambassador Goldberg asked for a whole set of facts 
on arm shipments into the Middle East. 

_!he_.!:!e~ident: What a.bout their plans for an Asian summit? 

Secretary Rusk_: I d o not know if anything good would come of it. Perhaps 
a meeting of the Foreign Ministers in Seoul would s et the ground work. 

Walt Rostow: A u stralia wants the last two weeks in November or the 
first two we eks in December . 

Secretary McNamara: I don't recommend an Asian summit at this time. 
What i s the re to accomplish ? 

Walt Rostow: In wake of the troop contributions, you can dramatize 
that the other allies are doing more of their share of the work in 
Vietnamo We can dramatize that the rest of them are not only talking 
but are doing something out there. We also could put the heat on the 
South Vietnamese government' to get them to do more. This would unify 
the allies on our basic negotiating stance. 

The President: Let's send everything we have on to Mr. Bunker and get 
his recommendations. I said to the Thais and to the Australians that 
we are the re with you and we will stay with you, but I do not know how 
long I can stay with that few men in the pot. It is good for them to think 
that so they want to contribute more troops. Let's leave it that way from 
now on. 

Secretary Rusk: It is good to see the allies with troops in battle getting 
together to talk about their mutual problems. 
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The President: All of our past meetings produced more than we expected. 

A discussion of trade hearings followed. 

Secretary Rusk: There have been several assaults on. the Hill concerning 
the Kennedy Round. We need to see all of these proposed changes rather 
than looking at it on an item-by-item basis. 

The President: Let's put Katzenbach up there with Dirksen to discuss 
these matters. 

I am not going to give in on this carpet business. 

Secretary Rusk: We have got to worry about the effects of this~ and the 
possibility of a chaind, ... reaction. 

There followed a discussion of Radio Free Europe and the means of 
continuing its operation. It was agreed it was important to keep it going. 
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