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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 26, 1968
6:00 p.m,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: Tom Johnson

i

Attached are the notes of the President's meeting Friday morning
on the Pueblo incident. This was the 7th meeting of the President

on this matter since January 23.
The following were in attendance:

The President

Secretary McNamara

Under Secretary Katzenbach
General Wheeler

CIA Director Helms
Secretary Nitze

Clark Clifford

Deputy Assistant Secretary Samuel D. Berger
Walt Rostow

Bromley Smith

George Christian

Tom Johnson

The meeting began at 11:00 a.m. and ended at 12:02.

The meeting was held in the Cabinet Room.
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NOTES OF PRESIDENT'S FRIDAY
MORNING MEETING ON THE
\ PUEBLO INCIDENT

January 26, 1968 E OS?ZlggIZSED 5
s 2 ec., 3.
“ | L Da./4s :
THOSE IN ATTENDANCE WERE: By-_&_,NARA Date?f/é—zy

The President

Secretary McNamara

Under Secretary Katzenbach
General Wheeler

CIA Director Helms
Secretary Nitze

Clark Clifford

Deputy Assistant Secretary Samuel D. Berger
Walt Rostow

Bromley Smith

George Christian

Tom Johnson

Prior tothe President's arrival the following agenda was agreed upon:
1. An intelligence situation report by Richard Helms.
2. A diplomatic situation report by Under Secretary Katzenbach.

3. A summary of the military proposals on aircraft movement and
other actions by Secretary McNamara and General Wheeler.

4, A discussion of the merits of a Presidential address to the Nation.

5. More discussion on Clark Clifford's question of Thursday, '"How
best to secure.the return of the Pueblo if diplomacy fails.

Secretary McNamara: We should not plan on any military action in less
than seven days.

General Wheeler: Thatis correct. That time will be required to get all of
our units on the ground and make them combat effective.

Secretary McNamara: We should have working sessions periodically to
discuss these matters. We may do this without the President. I suggest
that we ask the State Department to call these meetings. We should have

one a day. Let's work out a system like we had in the Cuban Missile Crisis.
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At 11:00 a. m. the President joined the meeting.

I. INTELLIGENCE SITUATION REPORT

/ Director Helms: I

L IIt 1s normal procedura o
advise Senator Russell and Congressman Rivers. ay Il do that, Mr,

President?

The President: Yes.

II. DIPLOMATIC SITUATION REPORT

Deputy Secretary Berger: The Goldherg text is now being worked on

(Goldberg text attached as Appendix A),

--- The Japanese were contacted. They replied that this is a
very grave situation.

--- We have no reply as yet about our notice that we would be
sending additional B-52's to Okinawa.

--- The Indonesians have told their Ambassador in North Korea
to urge the release of our shipand crew.

--- The Pakistanis have assured us of their support in the U. N,

' (The President asked if Berger is certain of this. The
President said he had a different reading of the text. The
President asked ''Did he sign on?'"), Berger said, not exactly.

--- The tenor of most of the replies have been friendly. The
President asked if there was any report on the nine membets
of the United Nations Security Council. Mr. Berger said there
had been no report on their positions.
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Walt Rostow: The Security Council meets at 3:30 p.m.

The President: Let me see the draft of the Goldberg statement.

Secretary McNamara: Has there been a response from Moscow yet?

Under Secretary Katzenbach: Yes, Gromyko was negative. They showed
some concern. He was less negative than Kuznetsov. They urge restraint,
They said they hope we will not over-react to this.

The President: May I see the cable on the Soviet discussion? (Ambassador
Thompson's cable is attached as Appendix B).

The President: Is there any chance whatever that this ship was in
territorial waters?

Secretary McNamara: It is possible, but the chances are less than 50-50.

General Wheeler: The ship has the best navigational gear we have.
North Korea has a rugged coastline. Because of this we can get'a good
fix by radar. Admiral Moorer has said that it is very improbable

that the vessel was even a mile from where it ought to be.

In addition, the intercepts of North Korean radio traffic confirm
that the North Korean ships which intercepted the Pueblo were in the
same area the Pueblo reported as its location.

Secretary McNamara: The only thing which would have brought the
Pueblo inside of the territorial waters was the possibility that they
were getting a very good intercept and needed to move closer to get a
better product.

The President: Do you have anything more to report on the men and
the equipment.

Secretary McNamara: We have nothing more on this.

Director Helms: There is nothing either way.

General Wheeler: There was a North Korean press message which
said that the crew should be tried and punished as criminals.

Under Secretary Katzenbach: We interpret this as their response to
our calling up reserves,
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The President: Do we harass Soviet ships?

Secretary McNamara: Yes, they harass us to. This is almost a way

of life on the high seas.

The President: Let's be more careful about all of this.

Secretary McNamara: We will reassess the whole thing.

Under Secretary Katzenbach: I thought there was a case of our buzzing

a ship in Haiphong Harbor.

Secretary McNamara: That was a photo reconnaissance mission to see

if the ship was damaged as alleged.
1. MILITARY PROPOSALS

Secretary McNamara summarized in handwriting his schedule for
aircraft movements. (Attached as Appendix C).

--- Sunday 13
Monday 16 plus 66 from U, S. S. Ranger
Tuesday 66
Wednesday 30
Thursday 24
--- Two days later, we will send in 18 aircraft from Vietnam. These

are 18 aircraft which are being replaced and will not be sent from Vietnam
until their replacements arrive in Vietnam.

The 26 B-52's will bring the total to 347 aircraft including those aboard
the U. S. S. Enterprise. We would like a decision on this whole matter
today.

This action will leak. We will try to hold it as tightly as possible, but
when men andunits begin to move the press gets wind of it.

Secretary McNamara reviewed with George Christian the proposed
answers to questions concerning the aircraft movements. The President

approved the answers. (Attached as Appendix D).

Secretary McNamara: We would like to alert the units today for movement.
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The President: Is this what you want now General Wheeler?

General Wheeler: Yes sir.

The President: Does State agree with this?

Under Secretary Katzenbach: Yes we do.

The President: Clark, do you ag'ree with this?

Clark Clifford: I have no objection.

The President: What do we say now to the Congress?

Secretary McNamara: Mr. President you have before you a list of
authority which we would like to require from the Congress in relation to
the Pueblo incident. These are as follows:

1. Authorize the extension of all enlistments, appointments, periods of .
active duty, and other periods of obligated service of Regular and Reserve
members of the Army, Navy, Marine Corps and Air Force.

Reason required - Extension of tours of duty involuntarily is the quickest
way to achieve any needed expansion of force strength. Such extension
will add 2200 trained personnel per day. This can be authorized by Joint
Resolution.

2. Authorize the call of all individual Reservists.

Reason required - Department of Defense Appropriation Act, 1967,
authorizes the President to order units of the ready Reserve of an armed
force to active duty. Authority to call individuals from units is required
in order to fill gaps in units on active duty with personnel possessing’
special skills. Moreover, extension of tours of those presently on
active duty would be inequitable unless individual Reservists are subject
to call. This, too, can be accomplished by Joint Resolution.

3. Expand South Korean military assistance program by $100, 000, 000.

Reason required - The MAP request for Fiscal Year 1968 was cut 40%. This
made it impossible to expand the military assistance given to South Korea,
although such expansion is warranted in view of their troop contribution

in South Vietnam and the increased level of harassment by North Korean
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forces. A supplemental appropriation under the Foreign Assistance
Act will permit the funding of destroyers, helicopters and artillery and
facilities needed for counter-infiltration purposes, and the necessary
modernization to increase the defense capabilities of ROK aircraft,
vehicles, anti-aircraft equipment and patrol craft. In addition, it will
fund the required increase in ammunition levels.

The President: How many times have we authorized the extension of
enlistments and periods of active duty?

Secretary McNamara: Many times.

The President: Get me the number of times we have done it and the
reasons for each.

Secretary McNamara: We will do that.

The President: We can only call units now?

- Secretary McNamara: This is correct. We can only call units. This
request would permit the authority to call individuals from units in
order to fill any gaps in units on active duty with personnel possessing
special skills,

The President: How many men does this affect?

Secretary McNamara: Roughly 150, 000.

The President: How much was cut from the military assistance program?

Secretary McNamara: The Fiscal Year 1968 request was cut 40%.

The President: Nick (Under Secretary Katzenbach) how do we get an
expression from the Congress on what our policy should be in regard

to Korea? George (George Christian) we must make certain that in

the future we notify the Congress before the press announcement is made.
There are a few people who are mad because they were not advised of the
call up action yesterday.

Secretary McNamara: Mendel Rivers is mad.

The President: Mansfield is also bellyaching about it.

Secretary McNamara: I called Mansfield.
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Under Secretary Katzenbach: If you go all the way down the road you
need nothing short of 2 Tonkin Resolution.

The President: The Tonkin Resolution wasn't very effective., Fulbright
is'against a resolution of any kind. We should discretely show the
Congress copies of the mutual security acts between North Korea and

the Soviets. I thought we should have had a resolution on the Israel
situation. We have a new ball game with the Foreign Relations Committee.

Let's do what we can to bring them along a little bit.

Let's give some thought to how we can get Congress in on it.

We need more than a toast --- that is all we have on the Israel situation.
If they (the Congress) murder us on Vietnam with all those facts including
SEATO and the Tonkin Gulf Resolution, what are we going to do in a

situation like this.

Secretary McNamara: I agree. We need strong Congressional support.

.The President: I have always tried to put Congress in on the take-off

as well as on the landing. If the Dominican Republic means nothing, if the
Tonkin Gulf means nothing, what do we do here. We do not want to
exercise power and authority without the support and approval of the

Congress.

Let's discuss with Senator Fulbright and Senator Russell what ways we
should approach this matter.

At some point we are going to be called upon to put up or shut up. I

want Secretary McNamara to set up a meeting with Senator Russell and
take Buzz (General Wheeler) along with you. Nick (Under Secretary
Katzenbach) you do the same with Senator Fulbright and Senator Mansfield.
Also I want you (General Wheeler) to get General Goodpaster to go over
this with President Eisenhower.

Get him to ask Ike what is our best constitutional way to proceed.
Paul, (Secretary Nitze) Do you have any thoughts on this?

Secretary Nitze: The key here is Senator Fulbright. He wants to put the
Executive Branch in a position where they cannot make a2 move without

L




the approval of his Committee.

'The President: Bromley, (Bromley Smith) get me the dates and exactly
what we did in the situations leading up to the Dominican Republic and
the Tonkin Gulf. Get them to me right away.

Now let us address ourselves to the question of what we do if diplomacy
fails.

Walt Rostow: We really cannot do that until we see what happens in
the United Nations. In addition we need to get a read-out on photo
reconnaissance.

The President: I want you to get your very best dreamers on this right
away., Are there no economic sanctions we can take?

Walt Rostow: We will set up a special task force on this.

The President: Get your very best people working on this.

Secretary McNamara: Mr. President, we should remind you of something
we pointed out before the President entered. It would not be appropriate
to take any military action in less than seven days because of the need

to get our units there and get them combat effective.

The President: We also should keep in close touch with the Korean
Embassy. Park may be about to blow something and we would be involved.

The President: What about a television address to the Nation?

George Christian: The point of concern is that the President has said
nothing publicly on this matter, although I would not recommend any
television now, I would think the President might want to consider dropping
something into a speech.

Under Secretary Katzenbach: We must remember that Goldberg is coming
up on television for the next two or three days, so there will be plenty
of Administration talk.

The President: I want you to give Rusk and Goldberg an outline of what to say
in their speeches. All of you remember that we brought those Russian ships
in a while back. They paid $60 fine and were freed. Our ship, the Pueblo,
was not in Korean territorial waters., We had no time to do anything to
prevent it from being towed in in the one-and-a-half hour period. Let's be
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_prepazgd to answer every question that is being raised by people like
Time Magazine and answer them factually.

George Christian: One of the principal questions was why the ship
was not protected.

The President: This is simple. We cannot provide an Armada over
every ship we have. The Russians do not have their ships protected.

George Christian: Another question they are raising is why there was
not more air power in Korea.

Secretary McNamara: We do not have planes assigned to protect these
types of ships. This is an advantage that the initiator had. They also
had MIGS overhead.

General Wheeler: We could pick up six Trawlers off our shores today
if we wish., They don't protect their ships., This type of thing goes on
~all the time.

Clark Clifford: If these ships were covered by air, their effectiveness
would be reduced substantially.

Walt Rostow: There are probably 50 incidents of harassment each year?

Secretary McNamara: The Pueblo would have been much more prepared
if he had been inside territorial waters. The fact that he was unprepared
reinforces the fact that he was outside territorial waters in international
territory.

The President: All of you should meet regularly and get as well
organized in this situation as we were in the Cuban Missile Crisis.
Get your best people working on this. Let's not have us charged with
failure to deal with the situation properly.
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MR, PRESIDENT:
The United ¢ tatov haa LoquesLed this wneeting, as I stated
in my ]etLvr to you, to considor the gravo LhrcaL to paace which

thp authorltjos of NOLth Korca havo brought about by Lholr_

lncrcasxnﬁly dangerou and agpr ssxvc leitaLy actions in

, VLOlaLlOH of Lhc Korean Axm tlce Agrvemcnt of 3933 of Lhe

‘ -

'Unlted Natmons chartar,_and oF inLernaLiona] 1aw, . -

We havc asked Lhat Lho Councl] be convened at an howr whon
: - when
peace 1is in °oxiauq and immiuent danger - ’ﬂwm f:xm and foth-

“with uction is required to aVLrL thaL dangor and pesnrve pﬂace. ,

A virtua]ly unalmed vessel oE ‘the United States havy,
salling on the hlgh Sﬂas; hag boen WanLonly and lavlessly
qei&cd by armod North Korean patrol hoaLa and ‘her crcw foreily
detalned This warllne action CaLIieR a ddnﬁpr to peace which

should be obvxous Lo a]]

A party of armed raldcrs, infiltrated from NO"Lh Korca,
LIANAIRA 1wy
has been intercepted in the act of 4mvedswg the South Korean

capital city of Seoul with the admitted assignment of assassinating

SERVEESET
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the President of the republic of Korea, Thlis event marks the
climax of a campat gn by the Nortb Kbrean authoritics, over the

past 18 mnnLh&, of urcadlly grOW1ng infiltraLLon, 9abotage and

" .
fOlLOTi%m 1né-f1agrant violatxonﬂ of thc ko:ean armlstice agreemcnt.

- i -

ML. Pxesldent Lhese two ]incs of act:un arc naane sCly
parallol. ﬁoth bLOm from No:Lh Knr ea, Both are ccmpleely' :“

unwarzantad and unJISLLfLGd ' Both arc almed against pcacu '

g [

'and security in Rorea.. Both violate Lhe United Natans Charter,
qo]emn LnLernaLLnal ag;cemenLu, and time:ﬁonored LuLernaLional
law, And both poso a grave fhreaL to poace 1u a country whoqo

-long :oarch for pcacc and rounification in freedom.haq been -
an hquorio concern to Lhc United Natxons and of oy co;nL:y.

We brlng these grave dcvelogmants to the aLtontion of the
Serurxty Council in the sincere hope that thc Council will
act pronptly to remove the dmnger to Lntcrnatlonal pcace and
securxty. For, Mr, Pxestdent, it must be removod and ‘without
delay, And it ULll be temoved only if action is taken forthwith
to swux sccure the release of the USS Puchblo ard its 83;ﬁan crew
aufto bring to an end the pattern of armed transgressions by

| North Korea against the Republic of Ko:ea. My government has
.stated-at the highaft 1&Vellbur caxoest defiré to settle this

macter promptly and, i aL all pOHULbJQ, by ik diplomatic means,.

SERVICE SET
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It is Lustimnny to this desire tbat in fidelity to
Lho Chaxter, my government has brought thié maﬁer to the
Sacurity Council which has pl;mury lc&ponSlblllLy foz Lhe

maincnance of lntclﬂdllO“al peace anu socurm y o and WhJCh,

: togothor w11h other OIgans of Lhe UN, hﬁs K special and

h:slorJo concern for peac anid qccurxty i Ko:ca._;A

- 5

It is xmnordtlvo Lhoreforc Lhat Lhe QeuuniLy COuhCLL act
wzth Lho gr atcst urgency dnd dLCLblVCDP s."The existing

.

Luatlon caunot be a]Lowod to sLand 1t muaL bc correc?od,
and Lhe CouncLl mubt face 1fs rCSpOHSLbLliLy Lo see ic’
correctad Thlb couzsc i far preferable to other remedies(

which the Chartes preserves to Member Statusy States,

P ek il 4,-‘.“',_;" (3
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Let me now turn to the facts concerning tliese two aspects
of MNoxth Korean aggressive conduct on which the Council's action
is rvequired,

At — Ao, Korean 1me, on Januazy ?3 rhn 8% Puﬂblo,

smona,

nannel by a ¢rew oi ¢ offrcOL S, 7J enlxst;f/md“’ and Lwo CLVl]ians,
and sailing

in internatlonal-watexs iﬁﬁ/tne Noxth KOrean co&St,

was confronted Dra heavilly'armed North Ko:oan patrol boat,
b

chaé¢4 34”. The Puob]o had bccn

identificd as "submard
in the same general arca £o8NJ0 days, pursuing thcﬂsnme coﬁrse

and nxaqion prov10131 followed B other'United States vessels

over many months ,and always under aét e qurvexllancc by North

Korean authop¥ties. Similar d(llVJtlLb dur the same period,

and up tg/Ahis very noment, ‘have been carrled on by Vessels
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At 12:00 nooﬁ on Januafy 23 (Koreaﬁ tiﬁe), thc Unitea
States Shlp Pueb]o, manuué by crew of 6, off;cers, 75 cn]:sLed
mcnvand 2‘¢Lvilyans; qu sa;lxqg in Lntqrnapional waters “off
the North Koxuan coas t, was -confronted by a heavily armed
hoth Kozean patrol boat ideuL1£Led aa“”Submaanc Chdsex #J""ﬂ
‘The strict mnstructiqns Qndcr”thph"ghe'qub;o_yﬁg_gperating
requived it to"stéyﬁnc léqgt'iﬁAﬁauticgl'miles.from Ehe North
Korcan coast, While my. country'édhércs'to thé‘3-ﬁilé‘;ule of ,l
internatxonal law COnCCLnin" texxltorlal watcrs, nevatheless
the ship was under ordcxs to stay wcll cleaz of the 12~mlle-‘
liwit which the Norch Koxean authorities have‘by long practice
followed. | | o

The USS Puebip reported'thisfehcqunqar and its 1océti§n'at
the time in the following vofds:f,”USS'Pueblo encountered one
S0~/ . _Class NOLth Kovean patrol cra[t at
03:00 zebra' (that<is at-lZ:OO noon Korean cime). "Position
39-?5 2 N -127—55;0 E DIV (I mlght explain Lhac DIV means
Y'dead in water s Lhe Ldndard navy term1nology meaning that
all engines ale Qtoppod and Lhc vessel was stationary). The
exact location.of th@APugblo asvg;vgn‘in:these coordinates_is
as shown <a this map a;,qhis,spotlapproxtmapely‘2§ nautical

miles from the_portAoﬁ,Wonsan,‘16.3 nautical miles from the

5 ""1‘( T ‘“‘T
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5 a.
nearest point pf the No;th Koreqn mainland on the Peninsula
of Hodopando and ]) 3 naui:ca] miles from Lhc Island of: Ung Do,
At exactly Lhe same tlmu rhc NOtLh horcan Submarluo Chaser '.

#35 which iuterccpted the Eucblo reportcd its’lodﬁtiou'at 39 degfécé,h
25 mumLu., North and 127 dogx.oes, 56 mumtes, Fast. Thc,se
£wo reported posionn: a]O WL(thw; &;ie of one anotﬁem and
both show conclus JVLly that the Pueblo was in inLcLuaLlonal
waters,  The report hy tlie North Korean craft of :ts 1ocation,
made by inLexndtLonal Norgc Code, was fb]]cwed ten minutes .
later by the followin oral message £rom tho craft to its base:
"W have approached the targct here, the name of the ;érget ié
GER 1-2," (L iﬁterject here that the proper dééignatién of
the ship was AGER II;‘and'that thissnamg was ﬁainted on the
side of the ship. Presumably'because‘of_language or distance
difficulties it was incor;gctlylyeported.) ‘The message
continued 'Get ité CER l—2 ?u'Did'YOu get it? . So our

control target is GER 1-2, I will send it again, 'Ohf control.
target is GER 1-2." |

Inagmuch as the location of the Pueblo has been a mattef

of serious dispute it is important to the Council to know that
the informaciou‘aQailable‘to the United States and to Ehc_

North Kovean authogities was virtually ldentical, and that the

Puchlo when firvst conflronted was in international waters both

YT T
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“lf ow
by Unlted States and North Korcan feporté.'“
The North Korean patrol boat having made its approach,
used international flag signals to request the Pucblo's

nationality. The Pueblo, replying with the sawe signal system,

identified hefsclf as;a-Unitcd States yésscl.,:The.Néxgh _

~.

Korean vessel then'signaled: Mheave to or I will.open five .

on you," The Pueblo replied: "I am in international waters.”
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This reply was not challenged by the North Korean vessels
liowever, that vegsel then procceded fon approximaﬁély an hour . .
to 6ircle the'Pueblo, whichxnaintaiﬁed its”cburse'and-kept ité
kdistaace.from ;bé shorc; At that point,thteé édcii.!:i'.c')‘nav‘].'l‘.\’m‘.—'ii:rhv~
Kornénuarmad.wessgis appeaved, .one of which ordgred the‘szblo:"
"Follow in wy wake:" As this oxder was issuéd, the £our North
- Korean vessals ciosed in on the Pﬁebib; éﬁé.sufrouuded it,‘
attempting to ﬁreveut any maneuveriug on its'fart.-~At the
same_timé two MIG aircraft appcared overhead.and circled the
Pueblo. The‘Pueblo attempted peacefully to wifhdgaw frmn'thié
encirclement, but was forcibiy prevented from doing so and
‘brought to a déad stop. Lt was then seized by.an anmed

boarding party and mf forced ianto the North Korean port of Wonsan,
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Reports Lfrom the North Korean navaltvcssels on theirx
location and‘oniphei%.seizqrm of the Pueblo ét.this point *
show that the Pueblo wgs_ﬁonstantly'igLiﬁtcinationai watéré.

Thf.: I.’ucbl.cli- itgelt 's'entf 'aift"'SOS‘ét 1:45 Korean time, at which
time it exppcted ﬁo'be bdardgd;‘ic :epquthits ﬁosicion:as B
127-54,3 Kast and 39-25 Nonth. L | .A , f'

At l:SO,ujuSC,S,minuuesllater,'Nortﬁ Kéréau vesSélé
reported theis posltion at:.39-23N 128+-02E or about 21;3 miles from
the ncarest NorthVKbrcqn 1and. ?his is the point on tﬁe map here.

This map also shows the;pointé of 1ocatioh of the main
ghips involved «~ the Pueblo and the SO-1 ~ at vééioué times during

the encounter. You will see that the location of the Pueblo was

constantly far away from Korean shoxes until it was taken into

the Bay by the Noxth Korean vessels. The locations of the

Pueblo are shown on this blue line, and of the SO-1 #35 on the red

-

line.
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Mz. President, it is incontrovertible in the'light'Of this".
cvidence from the North Rorecans themselvas,‘that thé‘?@@blo}f
when fixst abpfoaéhed and when selzed, wgs_ip.;pgcrﬁqtiéﬁalA
waters, well beyond the 12-mile limit; and that Fhé North

o agpse v

Koreans knew this,

B TR A @-d;
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1 turn now to the secqnd category of oflfznsive a;tion.taken
by the North Korean authorities: Their systematic campaign
of sabotage and terrorism across the armistice demaxcation line
in gross violation of the Armistice Agreement, In many cases
these acts hava pe:pctrated d@up in thé.ﬁéffitbry of thé
RGpubllC of KOJea . culmxndglno ih their'fecéﬁt faid'og Ljhb:~
capital city of Seoul, .

The backggound'bf uhis campaign 1s already known td the
Security Council. Last Novémbér 21 conveyéd to the Council
a repoxt from the Uuited Nations ,Command in Korca surming up
the evidence of a drastic inecre Ase in vlolataonq by North
Korea of the Military Armistice Agreenent. and subsequent
agreaements pertaining thereto. This report.ﬁoted that the

g,g{Jtl-lMl""

number ofy 1nczdcnts invalving armeed infiltrators from North

Korea have increased from 50 in 1966 to 543 in the first ten

‘months of 1967; and that the number of soldiers and civilians

killed by these infiltrators had incre dSCd from 35 in 1966 to

144 in the same period of 1967. The report further pointed out
vikTURl N

that, although North Korea had refusedsall requests by the United

Nations Command for investigation of these incidents by Joint

Cbserver Teams putsuant to the Armistice Agreement, the
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evidence that the attaéks had been mounted firom North Korea
was incontrovertible,

This texrvorist campaign, Mr., President, has ﬂbw reached
a new level of outrage. Last Sunday, Januaxy 21, qecurlry

forxces of Lhc Republic of Knrea mddo contxct wth & group of

L.

s omme: JO nxmud Noth Kovreans uear the PreSLdentlallPalace'in Seoul.

In a series of engagements both in Seoul and between Seoul and

the demilitarized zone, laC“ln? through Tdnuary ?4, nbouL half

ofi this group were killaed and two captured. The prisoners have

stated that the infiltration team totalled 31'agents all with the

rank of Licutenant ox higher dispatched from the 1.24th North

Korean

—etsim e tomes wwom ca it
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sruy unit; that these agents had received two years' training,
including two weeks of training for the present mission, in
special cawps established in North Korca for this pﬁrpqse;
and. that their assigned mi.ssion ip;luded thé aéqas&iﬁéfion of the
President of the Republic of Korea. Eﬁuipméutﬂgfptﬁ%ﬁﬂ~£§0mr¥%ﬁ»—
kame—teT Naﬁpgwwﬁm-aﬂm“?PS‘%d’(mﬁmﬁ\dfm%’
and_four HotedhJI-33 sermTaNtoma Lie-PTISTote~ElT oL Wiich-afd
WQiggggumeﬁf3}b4ﬂu>4kﬁ?hrE—Un§@n,f——* e

. 1 migﬁt add, Mr. President, that the North Korean'authorities
make no secret df the political stratcgy'and mqtivation behind
these a;tacks. Thoir'daily pro;aganda vilifies the Government

of the Republic of Korea as an outlaw regime with wo right to

~exist. They remain completely silent about North Korea's solemn

obligations under the Armistice Agreement, but.if thaﬁ_Agreement
had riever been writtén and as if Noﬁth Korea had a pérfect
license to settle acdounts with South Korea by auy means Lt
te

deems fit. &jggis/{éxawﬂéiﬁb137-’

M. President, it is obvious that this long series of attacks
by North Korean infiltrators across the demilitarized zone--
and by other‘grnups which, traveling by sea, have pen¢tratcd into

even the southara
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poxtions of South Koreca - have stcadilj increased und in Lts
tempo and its eope ;;.until it threatens to wndermine the
whole structure of the Armistice under wich pcace‘has been
presexrved in.a~diyided Korea forllk years,

In.thé iﬁterestof international péace and secﬁfity;
this deterioration cannot be allowed tovcoﬁtinﬁ;. Tt must
be reveresed promptiy; The Armistice Agreemeﬁﬁ$tmust be |
restored to ubégg full vigor and the weighf of the'influence
of the Szcunity Concil.musﬁ be exerted to tHis Qitallf_

mportant aad end.

Mr, President; such age the sboek facts of tﬁis threat

to peacc created by North Korea*s provocative ééﬁion on.sed
and land, With all carnestness I appeal to the Security

Coanecil to mxk act firmly and swiftly to reduce and end this

dangerous situation, My government knows well the need £ to

aroid rashness and the value and necessity of restraint, Indeed,
we have practiced, and do still practice, grest restralut in
this matter, We seek to give the puaphms processes of peaceful

action all possible scope, and

e e —w."T
zad T ige Mgt
1 e WD
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- . .
and we belleve those proczesses can work swifitly -aond effectivcly;
if the members of this Councll and of the international
conmunity so will it,
_Buti Mr, President; these pcaccfu] procesq@° must worka
Tho pzoovnt iéuatioﬁ ig nof accoptablo und 1L caunot bc lefL
to dr:fL fhms great and poLont organ34aLJo A4 of pcace must
not let the caus e of peace in Korea be lost by defdult to
the h1gh~handod tactics of a lavless regime, Such a course
would be an invitation to catastroPhe; |
Thcrefore, let the Security Council with its great
influcnce, promptly and effectively help to‘secuie'forthwith
the safe return of the Puc b Lot and her crew; and to restone
to full vigor and effeétiveuess the Korean armistice‘Agrcement.
. . .
Fellow members of the Securlty Council, we have a clear
and urgeﬁt responsibility'undef the Chartgf.to ﬁelp kéep.ﬁhe

peace, I trust the Council will discharvge this responsibility.
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REF: STATE 104325 MOSCOW 2579- B
** {. I DELIVERZD 70 GROMYKO PRESIDENT'S WESSAGE TO KOSYGIN AT

12345 TODAY . AFTER READING WESSAGE, GROMYXO ASXED ME IF I

© WED ONYTHING TO SAY ORALLY. I REPLIED I HAD NOTHING TO ADD
7,70 uHAT L'KAD SID IN Y CONVERSATIONS WITH KUZNETSOV, ABOUT
T WKICH 1 ASoUML‘.D GROMYKO UAS INFORMED.

LK

PAGE 2 RUENCR 2585FD F-6-P S E CRE T : B

2. SROMYXO SALD HE wWOULD, OF COURSE, TRAMSMIT MESS4GE 10
AUDRESSEE ; AND SQVIET L~ﬁUVRaHI? AND GOVERNUMENT WOULD B

INFORMED OF ITS CONTENTS ¥ WAY OF PRELIMINARY COWME Nx. ‘
HOWEVER , HE SAID HE HOPED US GOVERNMENT WOULD TAKE S50BER )
POSITION IN THIS MATTER AND NOT SUCCUN3 TO NCMENTARY anNTIMkhTS

B WAICH, AS ALSO INDICATED IN PRESIDENT'S MESSASE, NOY V”ID"VT

IN US. SITUATION, FACTS AS VWELL AS CONSEQUENCES, SHOULD 3BE

" WEZIGHEID VZRY CAREFULLY, HE SAID THAT FOR oovmus RET ASO\b

NE DID NOT WISH TO DISCUSS Af THIS TIME POSSIBLE SOVIEI ANSYER
70 MESSAGE. - .

3. STRESSING THA& HE WAS NOw SPEAXING OUTSIDE CONTEXT'HIS
PRZLININARY REMARKS , GAOMYKO EXPRESSLD DEEP REGRET US VESSGELS

,TCOK SUCH LIBERTIES. ASSERTED US MILITARY COMMAND APPARINTLY

. SEES NOTHING WRONG IN US VESSELS COMING CLOSE TO SHORES,

| COEMAND SEEMS T0_BE. IN.HABIL OF DISREGARDING INTERESTS QLMER .

-)U/\\’I(l ..... =T

CITIES, AND INSTALLATIONS OF OTHER COUNTRILES. US _MILITARY
bz%lr‘. FOR EXAWPLE, SOVIETS HAD SENT WUMEROUS NOTES TC US

CONTAINING SPECIFIC DATA ABOUT LOCATION, TINME. AND IDENTIFICATION

U dc?S us AIRCHAFT WHICH HAD BUZZED SOVIET SHIPS BU& IN EACH -

'o.o

t
L}

k]

wywv-—m- ————
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CQJ, US GAVE STANDARD REPLY THA SOVIET I rORMAfION hO) Ih
GCCORVANMCE wiTH FACTS. THIS REDUCED GOVERNVENT-TO~GOVEANMENT

COV#U\'"Q:IONS TO LEVEL WHLR THQY COULD hOT 2L R-GAQD.D " e

AS SERI0OYS, - . - "

4o REPEATING 1 MAD LITTLE TO ADD 0 YKAT 1 HAD roxn wu'V"Tdav,

_ 1 POINTLOD OUT US CONCERNED 4BOUT PATTERN OF INGIDENTS ALONG

DML LM XORSZ, WITH LATEST SUCH .INCIDENT HAVING sf"N INFILTRATION .

T3] MOATH YORZAN AGENTS INTO SOUTH KOREA. COMING ON TOP. y

| 0F THIS, PUESLO INCIDENT COULD.NOT BUT ADD.TO SERIOUSNESS o
VITH ¥NICK WE VIEWED SITUATION." - o

"5, GRONYYO KSSERTED OTHER SLDE HAD INFORMATION &ND FACTS RE . .
INFILTRATION OF AGENTS IN KOREA WHICH MERE OF ENTIRELY OPPOSIT ~» . .
NATURZ, BUT HE.DID' NOT WISK DWELL ON THIS. WE CONSLUDZD BY ., © o . 1

© STATING PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE WOULD BE STYDIED AhD REPLY convsvzo ks

T0 US IN DUZ COURSE. .

Ny - L
PiGE 4 nu ZHCR 25 85FD F—0—P—8—ECt—R—E—F— =y
6. 1IN RESPOMSE MY QUESTION WHEN KOSYGIN DUE BACK FRON INDIA; .~ 1
GROKYXO SAID XOSYGIN WOULD BE IN INDIA ANOTHER TWO OR THREE .. = i
DAYS AND MIGHT STOP rox DAY OR’ Two IN AFQHANISTAN o xzs wAv e e

‘aP= 14 y,ziTHOﬁ?SOfo?
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Question: I understand that the 457th Tactical Fighter Squadron ‘
At George Air Force Base, California, has been alerted for .

movement to Korea. Is this true?
C b
Answer: As we have said, the United States is taking certain pre-

cautionary measures to strengthen our forces and to LLinforce

our tactical air capabilities for the current slituation. Certain‘l ‘
units have been alerted for possible movement. For reasons of

military security, we will not discuss the identity of! al'ny unit

which has been alerted, the nuniber of units which HLve been ;
. l 4 3

alerted, their bases of any detz;tils concerning their possible
deployment. ‘ ' | l
. N . I

. : : !
Question: Air Force officers at Langley say that their squadron

was alerted 48 hours ago and has now been ordered to Korea.

They are selling their cars and we know that they are ?eaving

tomorrow:; How many other units are moving? \

Zame Answer.

|

' Question: That's ridic&lous. The enemy can read the pelxpija and

. listen to the radio as well as we can. The movements are breaking
. : ! |

. . ; i
from a dozen different bases. The only people being denied jhe )
facts are the American people. The people have a riéht to know

whether you are leading us into another war in Asia or not.
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Answer: We have said that we are taking precautionary measures

tu strenpglhen our forcer and Lo reinfocee oue tadlical aiv '

: o ; ; ‘ |
capabilities for this situation. To confirm or deny each report
: } |
or news story of a possible alert or movement would be to give

out information of military value. We do not intend to do 'this.
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