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MEMORANDUM 

- . \ .THE WHITE HOUSE 
t ·-· 

WASHINGTON 

January 26, 1968 
6:00 p. m. 

.. 
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: Tom Johnson 

Attached are the notes of the President's meeting Friday morning 
on the Pueblo incident. This was the 7th meeting of the President 
on this matter since January 23. 

The following were in attendance: 

The President 
Secretary McNamara 
Under Secretary Katzenbach 
General Wheeler 
CIA Director Helms 
Secretary Nitze 
Clark Clifford 
Deputy Assistant Secretary Samuel D. Berger 
Walt Rostow 
Bromley Smith 
George Christian 
Tom Johnson 

The meeting began at 11:00 a.m. and ended at 12:02. 

The meeting was held in the Cabinet Room. 
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NOTES OF PRESIDENT'S FRlDAY 
MORNING MEETING ON THE.IPUEBLO INCIDENT 

\ SANITIZEDJanuary 26, 1968 
E.o. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NLJ 9:J.-/f.J., 

THOSE IN ATTENDANCE WERE: By c& ,,NARA Date f.t61J 

The President 
Secretary McNamara 
Under Secretary Katzenbach 
General Wheeler 
CIA Director Helms 
Seer etary Nitze 
Clark Clifford 
Deputy Assistant Secretary Samuel D. Berger 
Walt Rostow 
Bromley Smith 
George Christian 
Tom Johnson 

Prior to the President's arrival the following agenda was agreed upon: 

1. An intelligence situation report by Richard Helms. 

2. A diplomatic situation report by Under Secretary Katzenbach. 

3. A summary of the military proposals on aircraft movement and 
other actions by Secretary McNamara and General Wheeler. 

4. A discussion of the merits of a Presidential address to the Nation. 

S. More discussion on Clark Clifford's question of Thursday, "How,,
best to secure .the r~~urn of the Pueblo if diplomacy fails. 

Secretary McNamara: We should not plan on any military action in less 
than seven days. 

General Wheeler: That is correct. That time will be required to get all of 
our units on the ground and make them combat effective. · 

Secretary McNamara: We should have working sessions periodically to 
discuss these matters. We may do this without the President. I suggest 
that we ask the State Department to call these meetings. We should have 

one a ·day. Let's work out a system like we had in the Cuban Missile Crisis. 

'l? QF 5-E C RET 
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At 11:00 a. m. the Presiden~ joined the me~ting. 

I. INTELLIGENCE SITUATION REPORT 

Director Helms: 

,_.....-...-.,---;~--~--- ~.....i----............,..~~:---~-'
a vise Senator ·us sell and Congressman ay I do that, ·Mr. 
President? 

The President: Yes. 

II. DIPLO!vlA.TIC SITUATION REPORT 

Deputy Secretary Berger: The ·Goldberg text is now being worked on 
(Goldberg text attached as AppendLx A). 

The Japanese were .contacted. They replied that this is a 
very grave situation. 

We have no reply as yet about our notice that we would be 
sending additional B-52's to Okinawa. 

The Indonesians have told their Ambassador in North Korea 
to urge the release of our ship and crew. 

The Pakis.tanis have assured us of their support in the U. N. 
(The Pre.si.dent asked if Berger is certain of this. The 
President said he had a different reading of the text. The 
President asked "Did he sign on?"). Berger said, not exactly. 

The tenor of most of the replies have been friendly. The 
President asked if there was any report on the nine members 
of the United Nations Security Council. Mr. Berger said there 
had been no report on their positions . 

..,..gp SEC~ET .. 
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Walt Rostow: The Security Council meets at 3:30 p. m. 

The President: _ Let me see the draft of the Goldberg statement. 

Secretarv McNamara: Has there been a response from Moscow yet? 

Under Secretary Katzenbach: Yes, Gromyko was negative. They showed 
some concern. He was less negative than Kuznetsov. They urge restraint. 
They said they hope we will not over-react to this. 

The President: May I see the cable on the Soviet discussion? (Ambassador 
Thompson's cable is attached as Appendix B). 

The President: Is there any chance whatever that this ship was in 
territorial waters? 

Secretary McNamara: It is possible, but the chances are less than 50-50. 

General Wheeler: The ship has the best navigational gear we have. 
North Korea has a rugged coastline. Because of this we can get · a good 
fix by radar. Admiral Moorer has said that it is very improbable 
that the vessel was even a mile from where it ought to be. 

In addition, the intercepts of North Korean radio traffic confirm 
that the North Korean ships which intercepted the Pueblo were in the 
same area the Pueblo reported as its location. 

Secretary McNamara: The only thing which would have brought the 
Pueblo inside of the territorial waters was the possibility that they 
were getting a very good intercept and needed to move closer to get a 
better product. 

The President: Do you have anything more to report on the men and 
the equipment. 

Secretary McNamara: We have nothing more on this. 

Director Helms: There is nothing either way. 

General Wheeler: There was a North Korean press message which 
said that the crew should be tried and punished as criminals. 

Under Secretary Katzenbach: We interpret this as their response to 
our calling up reserves. 

MEETll<iG Not ES LOFt RISMTiO 
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. . 
The President: Do we harass Soviet ships? 

Secretary McNamara: Yes, they harass us to. This is almost a way 
of life on the high seas • 

..... 

The President: Let's be more careful about all of this. 

Secretary McNamara: We will reassess the whole thing. 

Under Secretary Katzenbach: I thought there was a · case of our buzzing 
a ship in Haiphong Harbor. 

Secretary McNamara: That was a photo reconnaissance mission to see 
if the ship was damaged as alleged. 

ill. MILITARY PROPOSALS 

Secretary McNamara summarized in handwriting his schedule for 
aircraft movements. (Attached as Appendix C). 

Sunday 13 
Monday 16 plus 66 from U. S. S. Ranger 
Tuesday 66 " 
Wednesday 30 
Thursday 24 

Two days later, we will send in 18 aircraft from Vietnam. These 
are 18 aircraft which are being replaced and will not be sent from Vietnam 
until their replacements arrive in Vietnam. 

The 26 B-52 's will bring the total to 347 aircraft including those aboard 
the U. S. S. Enterprise. We would like a decision on this whole matter 
today. 

This .action will leak. We will try to hold it as tightly as possible, but 
when men and.units ~egin to move the press gets wind of it. 

Secretary McNamara reviewed with George Christian the proposed 
answers to questions concerning the aircraft movements. The President 
approved the answers. {Attached as Appendbc: D}. 

Secretary McNamara: We would like to alert the units today for movement. 
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The President: Is this what you want now General Wheeler? 

General Wheeler: Yes sir. 

The President: Does State agree with this? 

Under Secretary Katzenbach: Yes we do. 

The President: Clark, do you agree with this? 

Clark Clifford: I have no objection. 

The President: What do we say now to the Congress? 

Secretary McNamara: Mr. President you have before you a list of 
authority which we would like to require from the Congress in relation to· 
the Pueblo incident. These are as follows: 

1. Authorize the extension of all enlistments, appointments, periods of 
active duty, and other periods of obligated service of Regular and Reserve 
members of the Army, Navy, Marine Corps and Air Force. 

Reason reouired - Extension of tours of duty involuntarily is the quickest 
way to achieve any needed expansion of force strength. Such extension 
will add 2200 trained personnel per day. This can be authorized by Joint 
Resolution. 

2. Authorize the call of all individual Reservists. 

Reason reouired - Department of Defense Appropriation Act, 1967, 
authorizes the President to order units of the ready Reserve of an armed 
force to active duty. . Author1ty to call individuals from units is required 
in order to fill gaps in units on active duty with personnel possessing · 
special skills. Moreover, extension of tours of those presently on 
active duty would b.e inequitable unless individual Reservists are subject 
to call. This, too, .·can be accomplished by Joint Resolution. 

3. Expand South Korean military assistance program by $100, 000, 000. 

Reason required - The MAP request for Fiscal Year 1968 was cut 40%. This 
made it impossible to expand the military assistance given to South Korea, 
although such expansion is warranted in view of their troop contribution 
in South Vietnam and the increased level of harassment by North Korean 
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forces. A supplemental a·ppropriation .under the Foreign Assistance 

Act will permit the funding of destroyers, helicopters and artillery and 

facilities needed for counter-infiltration purposes, and the necessary 

modernization to increase the defense capabilities of ROK aircraft, 

vehicles, anti-aircraft equipment and patrol craft. In addition, it will 

fund the required increase in ammunition levels. 


The President: How many times have we authorized the extension of 
· enlistments and periods of active duty? 

Secretary McNamara: Many times. 

The President: Get me the number of ti mes we have done it and the 
reasons for each. 

Secretary McNamara: We will do that. 

The President: We ·can only call units now? 

. Secretary McNamara: This is correct. We can only call units. This 
request would permit the authority to call individuals from units in 
order to fill any gaps in units on active duty with personnel possessing 
special skills. 

The President: How many men does this affect? 

Secreta.ry McNamara: Roughly 150, 000. 

The President: How much was cut from the military assistanc~ program? 

Secretary McNamara: The Fiscal Year 1968 request was cut 40%. 

The President: Nick (Under Secretary Katzenbach} how do we get an 
expression from th.e Congress on what our policy should be in ·regard 
to Korea? Georg"e· (George Christian) we must make ce!tain that in 
the future we notify the Congress before the press announcement is made. 
There are a few peop).e who are mad because they were not advised of the 
call up action yesterday. 

Secretary McNamara: Mendel Rivers is mad. 

The President: Mansfield is also bellyaching about it. 

Secretary McNamara: I called Mansfield. 

M!ETlt<IG NO I ES tuPVRIGAfED 
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Under Secretary Katzenbach: Ii you go all the way down the road you 
need nothing short of a Tonkin Resolution. 

The President: The Tonkin Resolution wasn't very effective. Fulbright 
is against a resoiution of any kind. We should discretely show the 
Congress copies of the mutual security acts between North Korea and 
the Soviets. I thought we soould have had a resolution on the Israel 
situation. We have a new ball game with the Foreign Relations Committee. 

Let's do what we can to bring them along a little bit. 

Let's give some thought to how we can get Congress in on it. 

We need more than a toast --- that is all we have on the Israel situation. 
If they (the Congress) murder us on Vietnam with all those facts including 
SEATO and the Tonkin Gulf Resolution, what are we going to do in a 
situation like this. 

Secretary McNamara: I agree. We need strong Congressional support . 

.The President: I have always tried to put Congress in on the take-off 
as well as on the landing. If the Dominican Republic means nothing, if the 
Tonkin Gulf means nothing, what do we do here. We do not want to 
exercise power and authority without the support and approval of the 
Congress. 

Let's discuss with Senator Fulbright and Senator Russell what ways we 
should approach this matter. 

At some point we are going to be called upon to put up or shut up. I 
want Secretary McNamara to set up a meeting with Senator Russell and 
take Buzz (General Wheeler) along with you. Nick (Under Secretary 
Katzenbach) you do the same with Senator Fulbright and Senator Mansfield. 
Also I want you (General Wheeler) to get General Goodpaster to go over 
this with President Eisenhower. 

Get him to ask Ike what is our best constitutional way to proceed. 

Paul, (Secretary Nitze) Do you have any thoughts on this? 

Secretary Nitze: The key here is Senator Fulbright. He wants to put the 

Executive Branch in a position where they cannot make a move without 


..... 
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the approval of his Committee. 

The President: Bromley, (Bromley Smith} get me the dates and exactly 
what we did in the situations leading up to the Dominican Republic and 
the Tonkin Gulf. Get them to me right away. 

No~ let us address ours elves to the question of what we do ii diplomacy 
fails. 

Walt Rostow: We really cannot do that until we see what happens . in 
the United Nations. In addition we need to get a read-out on photo 
reconnaissance. 

The President: I want you to get your very best dreamers on this right 
away. Are there no economic sanctions we can takeJ 

Walt Rostow: We will set up a special task force on this. 

The President: Get your very best people working on this. 

Secretary McNamara: Mr. President, we should remind you of something 
we pointed out before the President entered. It would not be appropriate 
to take any military action in less than seven days because of the need 
to get our units there and get them combat effective. 

The President: We also should keep in close touch with the Korean 
Embassy. Park may be about to blow something and we would be involved. 

The President: What about a television address to the Nation? 

George Christian: The point of concern is that the President has said 
nothing publicly on this matter, although I would not recommend any 
television now, I would think the President might want to consider dropping 
something into a speech. 

Under Secretary Katzenbach: We must remember that Goldberg is coming 
up on television for the next two or three days, so there will be plenty 
of Administration talk. 

The President: I want you to give Rusk and Goldberg an outline of what to say 
in their speeches. All of you remember that we brought those Russian ships 
in a while back. They paid $60 fine and were freed. Our ship, the Pueblo, 
was not in Korean territorial waters. We had no time to do anything to 
prevent it from being towed in in the one-and..a-half hour period. Let's be 

MEETl~'6 ~~O=fES COPfRIGAfED 
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. 	prepa.-.ad to answer every question that is being raised by people like 
Time Magazine and answer them factu~lly. 

George Christian: One of the principal questions was why the ship 
was not protected. 

The President: This is simple. We cannot provide an Armada over 
every ship we have. The Russians do not. have their ships protected. 

George Christian: Another question they are raising is why there was 
not more air power in Korea. 

Secretary McNamara: We do not have planes assigned to protect these 
types of ships. This is an advantage that the initiator had. They also 
had MIGS overhead. 

General Wheeler: We could pick up six Trawlers off our shores today 
if we wish. They don't protect their ships. This type of thing goes on 
all the time. 

Clark Clifford: If these ships were covered by air, their effectiveness 
would be reduced substantially. 

Walt Rostow: There are probably 50 incidents of harassment each yearJ 

Secretary McNamara: The Pueblo would have been much more prepared 
if he had been inside territorial waters. The .fact that he was unprepared 
reinforces the fact that he was outside territorial waters in international 
territory. 

The President: All of you should meet regularly and get as well 
organized in this situation as we were 

0 

in the Cuban Missile Crisis. 
Get your best people working on this. Let's not have us charged with 
failure to deal with the situation properly. 

# # # 
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MR. PHJ~SIDEN'r: 
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A party of armed r11iclers, infi:LtrcLtcd from North Korea, 
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the Pl:tHd.dent of· the rcpuhJ..ic of: l<or(?a., TM.s cvc11t markr~ the 

cl im~n\ of a campa.:lgl'.'l by t:hE! North Kore~4.n authorities, over -the 

past 10 n1011.tlu;, of stc~ad'l.1.y g1~owing i.nf~l~1.~f~~~~~, ·sabotage . cmd 
. . '": . . ... ., . . . . 

te1~ror.1.mn ~~ flagrant: v:f.otnti.o~; df · thc : K?l:C-lan .~~.r.crt'l.stfce agreemmi.t., 
.... :.. ·. . . . •' .·· ~ . ' . . . .: ... 

·..: M:i:.·. Pre·sident, . . . . . .these 't~·m> line:; ·of act:i.~li ar~ · rno.i1if~st.:ly. . . . ·... .. . . . 
.. 

p a.1~rtlial ~ :· noU·~ st~.r\l · fi7om ~01:th Kol:'e.a·., . Bot:l\ ··a,:a ·c°<>mplC:?ely 
. .. .. 
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. .· . . . . " . ' .. . . . .. . ··.. ~ . . 
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\ . ... ... . 
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...· . 

And b~~h pose a gra~e ~:h.reat .t..O ·:pe~~·e~. i~1 ..' a _count~y v",i{osc 

. J.ong search ·fo1: peace and r.·eunif'ication: ili. . freedont has been . 

an historic c:oncei:n to the Ul1it;ed Nati.ans . ~i1d o:f· ._~1y cou.nt1~y. · 
. . 

·we hri.ng..these-!· gra\1e <levelopm·etlts to the attention ·of the 

Security Connc:tl ·in the sincere hope that · th~ 9o_unci.l w:f.11 
' .. 

~ct promptly .to rf.~move the ~allger to.. int.er11ational · p~ace al.i.d . . . . . . . . : . . - .. . . .~ 

secur.ity. r'or, ·Mr. Pres:ldent~ it must be . removed . and··without 

dcl~\Y. And i.t.: will be i.·emove<l ·only. ~.f actio~· °i?..takm1· fo.rchwith 

to SH.t·1x sc.cure the re.lease of the USS Pueblo aricl its 83 ..nian crew 

rod to bring to an end the pattern of arrned transgressions by 

North Korea agai.nst the Republ i.c of Koi;c~a. My govei:runent has 
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It is tE~st:i.mony to th:i.s dt=!Dire that, :fs1 fj.clcl:l.t:y t9 

th<:.~ Chartci:, iny govci:nmC;:nt has brought tb.:ts malt~r to the 

sc~cm:i.ty Council which has primm:y responsibility for the 
. . 

ma:l.ncmanct:~ of ~ntcrna t: i.on.al. peace and. se:~cu~.i.t.Y. ... an~ ~\rh1.ch, 
.· . .... ... · .. " .. ' 

. . 
. T.t i.s i.mpm:at~ivl~ there fen·? that:, t.;he Sccm::f~ty Couu.c:i.l act 

wi.th tl-w gl..·oatcst urgency and decisiveness. ·· 1'he e:d.sting 
. . ' . . . .. ' . - . . 

r,ituat:i.on ·cann.ot be · ~llowe:~d to Stand" . ~ ~t must ·?.a ~orJ:ect<-~cl, 

ancJ the Councd.1 must fac~ · its respon.sibil~ty to St-?c1 it . 

col·r.ccte<l. 'l'hts cotu:se. i.s far preferable. to., .other r<~meclies . 
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At 1 1') 00 T 2 3 (l< 4~i ) l U i dr..: no9n 011 ·" Dnuary . or.ean ~ m0 > t. 1.C n te 

Stat(!S ship .Pueblq, man~led l?y. ~.-.ci::c~v .. Qf:. 9.., .. o.f_fi.~··~·.):,$., .. 75 .. ~mlJ.s ted .. . ~---
.. . . . . - . 

. . 
\OCtl at\(l 2 . c.iv:lJ.~.Cl.11-s.; ~~~d· saiJ.i.~~g ..frt. itlt~l:L1a!:i°.oriaf~a£c;rS ··of"f .. 

tho Nor th Korean. coo.st,. was ...C!·on!r.ot1tad by· a. heavily' ai:med 

No1:th Kc>rcan patrol boctl: ichm.~ti.f.ic!d as "suhmar:I.ne Chaser #35" ~ 
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rcquircc.1 it t:t.1 · ·stay····a~ lo~s t · 13 .l!a\\tical ·miles fi:om the. North 
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the ship was under orders· to stay ·wall cl~a.1:- ·of the 12 ..mile. 

lirni.t which the North Kol·<:!an authorities have· by loo.g pi..act:icc 

followed. · 

The USS Plleblo reportc~c1 th_is. encounter a1.1<l its loca.tion at 

the time in t~e. ~ollowir~~ .words:_. "USS· Pueblo encountered one 

so~ / 

03 :OO zebrarr (that . .i.s at· 12: 00 110011 Kon~an 
. . 

ti.me). "Posit-ion 

39-25.2 N 127-55·.o E DIW" (I might e>~pluin that DIW mcalls 

"dead in water", the st<Jnclard navy tcrminc1logy mcan.irl.g that 
. ­

all engines a.re. stopped. a~cl ~l~~c vcss~t was ~tatio~a.ry). The · 

exa.ct locnl::Lon of t~1e_ ru~blo as given ·in· these coordi.nates is 

c?·s shown <;n. t~d.s ·rn'1p a~. ~:his. spot: a_};'>prox'Lmo.tcly. ?.?_nautical 

mile~ ft:(>m the.port .o( Wot'\$an, 16. '3 nautical m:i.l.es from the 

http:m:i.l.es
http:tatio~a.ry
http:suhmar:I.ne
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ncar<~s t. ·point of the Nort:h Kn1:·can rnai.nlcind on. the l,e.ni.nr~ula I 
of Hodopando cu1c1 15. 3 nm.11:i.cal mlles fi:om the Isl.and of; Ung-Do. 

At cy~ac tly . the! sani.e time .the North ICorcnn Subrnat..iuc~ Chaser 

/135 which int17rccpb~~(~ the. ~'.t._t<.~hlo ~.cpoi~tcd it~ 'locii·t~Lo:J..~- at .39 c1egre~s, 

. -· ..... .....,,. •. . ·­ .· ·-1·'4-·-· . . .. . 

two repor.t'c~d }lOSi.t::ion.s a1:~ withii\ a mi.1'~ of one· anothar.. ar~d 

both shrJW conclusi.vely that. the_ ftteblo ·was in intcrna_tional 

-wat:cn;_'. . ~rh~ .· 1:.C:>~P~i=~.J~i'.t:Jic N<>rth..I~ql.·~~111 c~aft o.f :i~ts -lopation, 

. made by in.t. ernatio~1a~ N.orsc. Co.a~;. ·waf:" .. fol.lowed · tcrt .mi.n\.1tas . 

1.at:ci: by the foll.owi.l'lg or.al message from thr-~ c1:aft ·to .its base: 

"we~ have ap.pronche·d the t:a.rg·c·(~ here, the ·1u1me of the .ta.rgat is 

GER 1-2. '' (J: interject he.ix~ tha.t the~ proper destgnaticm of . 

the ship was AGER II, ·and tbat th~s naml~ was paint:c<l on the 

side of the sh:Lp. Presumably because of. language or distance 

di.ff:icultics i.t wa.s incoJ:r.ect.ly rcpor:t;ccl.) ·The message 

continued "Get: ft? G-ER 1-2 _ ... Did ·you get it? . So our 

cont1:al. target :Ls GI~R 1-2. I ·will s·end .it again. Our c6iit:rol. 

t:ai:ge! t i.s GER 1-2." 

Inasmuch as the location of the Pueblo has been a matter 

of sei:ious dispute it is important to the Council to know that 

the information available.to the United States ancl to the 

. ' 

Pnc·blo )vhQn first. con(rontcd was in inte1:nat:ional waters both 

. ,. . . . .. ..: .--: .,,~.. ~·."'''r' 
: • ·,~,1 ... "' \..~ t..,,. .. 

• 4 'lo-•:·' . • . . . ·- ~ -··--~ ~- ..~·: · --:""-·:·· ... .·-· --· 

I 

http:available.to
http:incoJ:r.ect.ly
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by Un:ltcd Sta tcs and l'l"or.th Koi:Qa11 n~po1:ts. 


Tb~ North .KC?rea1\ pa.t:1:0~. boat hav:.i.ng made its app1:oach, 


used intcr.n,1.tional flag s:Lgnal.s. to rcquGs t the ·Pueblo's 


. ] .
na t: i.ona ...i ty. 1.'ha ·Pueblc), replying \d.th the~ same slgnal system, 
. .. - . .. . . . . . ~ . .. . , .. . . 

ic.lC:~nt{fi.(~d hc~rs~.lf ~s :a United, Statc:s yc~SSQ.l. The Not·th 

.Korean vessel then. signaled:.. ·".he.ave~ to ·oL' :r.. w.111.. . opcn .fi.i:.c 

• 11on you," The Pueblo l:cpl:it.~d: ''I am in int:c~rna.tionat"-w~-itcrs ·

••• :T 

http:hc~rs~.lf
http:hav:.i.ng
http:l'l"or.th
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This. J~eply \vaB not cha.llcnge.d by the North K(>rc~;m vessel~ 

Uowev\.'l.r, that vecsc~l. theri prOcccdcd fOJ: 6.pprm~imataly nn .houi: .. 

to circle the~ J?uc~hlo, whi.ch 1na:i.ntaincd its cournc · and ·kept its 
.. . . 

(l;Ls tan.cc:. fl7om t.l.JC-! $.ho1:c C' At that p oj.n t .three addit~ona)." North 
·­

Korean .. t-u:mM .ves e~ls ap.pcuxed > .one ·of which o.i:d~J:ed the .Pueblo: · 

"Follow in my wake;·" As th:i.s order wan issued~ the~ f:o\u: North 

Ko1:ct.(n. ·vessels c loscd in on th<:? Pllchlo > and surrm.111ck~~ it.-, 

attc.mp.t..:ing ·to prevent: cl.n)' maneuver1.ng on. its pnrt ...·At the 

sa.rnc?. tinic two MIG air,~raft appeared ovcrh0.cH1. and circlod the 
.­

Pueblo- The Pueblo attempted peacefully to withdraw from· th.is 

enc::i.rclemcnt, but was fo~c.ibly prevc11tad fl:om dolng so ai1d 

brought to. a dead stop. It was then seiz~·d by an a1:rncd 

boarding party and · a~ forced i.nto the North Korean port of Wo1u:Em. 

http:maneuver1.ng
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Rep c1rts from the No1~t:h Km:ean naval vcssc~ls on t.:hc.d.r 

location Hncl on. Chr:d.r. seizure:~ of the .P.u<;~hlo at thia point '. 
. . ..; ..'

show that the PtJ'eblo Wf.l:.S c:'qnst:Ci.ntly. in.. l11te>:natj.0114il wate'i:s. . . . . . . : . . .. 

The !!uchl.o its«:~l":C 'Sent- arr"SOS·at l:l~5 Korean ti.me, at which 

127... 51~. 3 E:-l st and 39·· 25 No1~th•. 

. At 1:50, .. Just~ .5 .rnim,t_:es ta.te~, " North Korean vessels 

rcpo1:ted t:hetr poGi t:l.on at. 39··.23N 128.. 02E or about 21. 3 niilea from 

the rwarest North Korean land. This :ts the point on the map here. 

This map also shows the· points o:f locatton of the mn:i.n 

9ships j.nvol.vcd • the P.ucblo cn1.d the so-1 .. at var:l.c1us times ~ui:ing 

the encour1tc.r. You will. see ' tha i: the ·1ocation .of the Pueblo was 

constantly fau• awn.y f1·~lm Korc~n. shores until it ·~·ms taken into 

the Bay by the North Korean vessels. ·Th~ locations of the 
. . 

Pueblo are. shown on this blue line, and of the SO-l 1135 ~n the red 

15.ne. 



--
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Mr. l'J:esidcnt, it is incontr.ovm:t:i.ble in the 'light ·Qt this 
.. 

... ,. ,.c~vidence f1:om the North Koreans themsc-~lvcs, · that the ·i.'t:i'cblo~··. 

wa tcn~s, w~ll beyond the l?.··mile limit; r·md that .the Nort:h 

Korenns knew· this~ 
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l Cttt"11 now to tht~ sci.cond category of o.ff:~n.slvt'. action t<l.kc11 

by thQ North lCorcw.11. authorities: 'rh~ir syst~~matic: campaign 

of sabotage C'lnd t(:~rrori.sm acrosH the arm:Lsti.cc d0rnur.cntion. J.ine 

in 8ross violation of; the /\t·misticc-~ Agreernent. I.n rr1n.ny ca~~s 

tl1C'.!se acts hnv'.?.. pc.l~pc tr:ated c1E~ep :tn. tl.H! tci:r:tto1:y of: . the:~ 

Rt~public of Km~ea -- c.uln~in.atlng 5.n . th2i.r t·cc.cm.t raid on the 

cnp i. tal. city of Seo\.tl. 

ThP. background of t:b.ts campai.gn :l.s all:eady kii.own to the 

S~'-CUt'ity Cou.nc1J.. La.st Novernhc1: 2 I ccnivey<;?d to the COLmcil 

a report from tl)c United Natior1s . Command :t1;. Koi;C!a summing up 

the E~v:i.denc~~ of a drastic )_ncrenr;e. :i.n violat:i.on·s by ·N9rth 

Kor,.. a of the :Military Armistice Ag1:c:~ement:. and subsequent 

agri?.ernents pert:n:trd.ng thcr£?to. 'rhi.s rc~port noted that tha 
. /'Oif tJ ,y;lf:.A1Ni'* .. . 

number oft i.nci.dc>.nts- invalvi.n.g armed inf.i.ltrators fr<>m ~~rth 

Kc11:ca have increased fl7om 50 in 1966 to 5l~3 in the· fit·st · ten 

months of J.967; ancl that .the numbCl: of soldiers <mcl ci~ilians 

killed by t.ht~se ini:ilti:ato1:s had increased from 35 in 1966 to 

it~4 in the same period of: 196 7. The r(~port · fu~t:her poi.11te.d out: 
..;i~r1.1Al/>I 

that> although North .Ko1·ca. hAd rt.~fuscd/all requests by the Unitod 

Nations Cornm.:i.nd for investigation of these incidents by Joint · 

Obsm:vcr Teams putsua.nt t:o the Ar.mistice Ag1;ccment, th~ 

http:putsua.nt
http:Cornm.:i.nd
http:pert:n:trd.ng
http:campai.gn
http:arm:Lsti.cc
http:t(:~rrori.sm
http:lCorcw.11
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c~vick•ncc that: the at: tac.: ks had h cen mounted I:rorn N<n:-th Korea 

w~ts inc cm trover t:1.b le. 

'i'his tci:rc>l:ist campaign) Mr. l'rE!D:i.dcnty. has now reached 

a ll(:l.'H level of c1ut:rnge. Lar;t; Sunday, January 21, sec:m:i ty 

fol:ces of the Republie of Korea made COi.1tact -wi.th EL (p:oup of 

sorn'! · 30 ~>:med North Ko)~en1.rn near the Presidt·mtial Palace ·in Sc~oul. 

In H ser.i<?._S of engagemE:H1.t:8 both in Seoul and between ·Seoul an.cl 

the demilitarized zone, lasti.ng tlu~ough .Janua.ry 2l1., nbcmt: half 

of: this grc.,up wcn:c ki.llecl and two capt:m:~d. The priscmers have 

sU1t<:~d that the infiltration tearn tot:all.od 31° agents afl' wich ·the 

rank of Lieutenant. or hj_ghm: dispatched from the· l.Z4th North 

·······-··-·······__J 

l 

http:tot:all.od
http:lasti.ng
http:Ko)~en1.rn
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Ax·my t1n:L t; that these a.ge.t'\ ts had received t~\"O years' t1:11il.1i.ng, 

including two weeks of: train:Lng for the prc~r;ent mission, tn 

special camps estahl1.shed in No1:th Ke>r,~a for this p\.tt·pose; 

and. thr.it thcix assigned rn1.st.io_1~ ir1cl:ltdcd the assast:i.nat:i.cm of th~ 
. .. ' 

l'1;eriJ.c.lcmt of the Rcpu.bl:tc of: Ror,rn.•. BquJp1~~i''tti~:.t~~ 

s~ute--r.<rf.~~g~=te~~-tToclc1~-?.P~1Mnu~~ma-t1~.1:~+" 

A~U:.....1'6T.'irt~rrr.i:;.:a~i~a~·~.,:rfsttH:~-'1f!l or w'ltr'cl1"-m:Ci· 

l~nu f:n c.tt1'.'f'&r111-.t.lio-~~-:i~~~~---' ___...,..,,.- . .. ,, 

I might: <idcl, M.r. !'resident, that the North 1:orcan· altt.horitio~ 
. . . . 

make no secret of: the political st1:cit:cgy and motivation b~hi:nd 

thc~w attncks. Thci.r daily propaganda vilifies the Gove.rnment 

of t:hc R(.!public of Korea as an outlaw regi.me with no 1:ight to 

mdst:. T.h~y remain completely silent about North Korea's sol.emr~ 

oblig<1t:ions unde1· the Armis t:tc.z~ Agreement, but if that Agrca·ment 

lit.Emse to s~ttle nccoun.ts wi. th Sou th Koi"ea by any meat'.ls 'l. t 
Qy~t:e 

deems fi.t. w~~'Bts~ll~~ 
M):. Prcsiden.t, it ts obvious that this long series of attacks 

by Not' th Korean j.r1fi1 tl~a tors ac:ros s the demilitarized zone.. ­

even the sou th ~rn 

http:meat'.ls
http:nccoun.ts
http:assast:i.nat:i.cm
http:t1:11il.1i.ng
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portions of South Km:c,-:i - have stc~Ldily inc,:easecl and in. U;s 

tempo nnc) :I.tr: · c~:>pe -- until it thrc.:.i tens ·to underm).n.Q the 

.. 
·w~1ole structur.c of the Arrni[;t::lce tmck!l: \'vich pc::icc has been. 

prcsc1:v~d il.l a divided Korea for JA yoetrs. 

In the.! :tnte1:estof 1.n.tm:r.H-tti.on~l peace ati.c1 sec\.tl:it:y) 
. . 

this d~t~rior.11 tio11 ca.nttr..)t h~ allowe:~d to contimte. :ct muu t: 

he. 1~cvcroed pl:o:nptly •. 1'h.c Armistice Agrc~eme1i.t:¢ ·muf;t be 
113 

r~stor,!d ·to tui:P.!h.i: full vi.gor aria the ·w~ight of the 1..11flucnc~e 

of the s~cu.1::T.t·y Conc:t.l .must ht~ exerted to this vitally 

Mr. President, such arc the stark fac~s of this threat 

to peace created by. North Km:ea 1 s prcJvocat.ivc ac.tion 011 sea 

and land, With all earnestness I appeal to the Security 

·Connr.d.l to n1'k act f it:ml.y £'..n.d nwiftly to rcd\lce am.1 end this 

c1angcr.cn1s v1.tuation~ My govei:n.m\ent knows well. ·the 11ecd £ to 

a1oid rtishrw.ss cmcl the .val.tie: and ncc.cssity of restraint. Indee<l, 

~.J0. hnve practiced, and cJo still practice) grce.t ~"e.str<l.int iu 

this matter.. \vC SC!l~k to give th.e £1.l:~:~~h;i:;;f; processes Of peac~f:ul. 

action all possible scope, artd 

http:rtishrw.ss
http:d~t~rior.11
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rt.ml 	 we. l>el:f.~VE! th.os~ proc-~t~:s(~S can wo1:k swiftly ·and ei:f~cti.vcly, 

i.f the:: rnembei·s of: this Counc:ll and · of: the internat:i.onal 

commurd.ty 	so wtll tt . 

.13ut: ,· Mr. I>n:~s icJGnt, th.c~.~;e peaccfnl pr.ocessf:s must work,, 

. : . ..... 

not let the cm1se of p(~acc i.n Koren be lost by ~cfault to 

the"'- hi..gh·..hanc.fo.d tnct:i.cs of a .lawless r~gimo,. Suc~h a C0\.11.:se 

would b<:. . an i.n\.ritation. to catastrophe.· 

'fhcrefOl:t:;, let the ·S8cui:ity Coun(!ll with its great 

thH s.afc 1:ett..u:n 0£ the Pu~b10~1 and he·r. crew; nnd to i:c~stm;e 

to full vigc•1~ and c~ffect.ivcncss the Korf;~D.n armisttce· Agreement.. 

FelloH members of the Sccu~rity Council, we have a clear 

and u1·ger1t responsibility ·tm.der tho Charter. to help keep tha 

peace. I trust the Counc.il will.. discharge this .re$ponsibllit:y. 

.... - • · __.._....___ ..... ..- --- ·- -·- ____,.....-----··--··-··------···· t .. ~ .. ./ ·,;~~~...~--···--·-·----- --..···----·,;·-- .. ·· 

http:Counc.il
http:tnct:i.cs
http:commurd.ty
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Question: I understand that the 457th Tactical Fighter Sqyadron 

At George Air Force Base, California, has been alerh~d ,for 
I 

movement to Korea. Is this true? 

Answer: As we have said, .the United States is taki~g certain pre­

cautionary measures to strengthen our forces and t~ ~linforce 
our tactical air capabilities for the current situation. Certal.n1 

\ , •I I I I , 

units have been alerted for possible movement. For ~easons of 


military security, we will not .discuss the iden~ity ofl ahy unit 

. I 

which has been alerted, the nu~ber of units "{hich Blve been 
I 

alerted, tl)eir bases <II>i any details concerning their possible 


deployment. 


I 
1 ..Question: · Air Force officers at Langley say that their squadron 

was alerted 48 hours ago and has now been ordered to Korea. 


I r . 

They are selling their cars and we know that they are ~eaving 

. . I . . 
tomorrow. How m~ny other units are moving? 

Same Answer. 

Question: That's ridic~lous. The enemy can read the ~~plrs and · 

I· 
listen to the radio as well as we can. The movements are breaking 

I I I 

from a dozen different bases. The only people being denied ,he ' 

facts are the American people. The peopl~ have a ri~ht to know 


whether you are leading .us into another war in Asia or not. 


http:Certal.n1


. .• I 

J.----------- ---------- -----------r 
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I I 
Answer: We have said that we arc taking precautionary measures 

lo All'PllJ:!l.hPH U\\l4 (tll'CfH~ Fllltl Lu 1•'1illfOt't!n hHl1 1.nbico.l rda• 

capabilities for this situation. To confirm or d.eny each repo~t
I 

I 
or news story of a possible alert or movement would be to give 


out information of military value. We do not irttend to do 1this. I' 
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