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President asked the sailors to ask him questions. They were all very 
young and timid and did not speak up much or loudly. 

He asked one boy "If you were President what would you do to change 
things? Boy asked "What things, sir?" The President said "Anything. 
What goes on that could be corrected. 11 Sailor said "I would hit them 
more." President explained they would come back at us and there were 
many more of them than us. Then he was asked about hitting their supply 
ships. Rostow said they could get their supplies other ways. It is hard 
to keep the roads and railroad closed. In good weather we do a lot of 
damage. Then they have the port of Southern China to use. We could 
make it more difficult to get supplies, but you would run into trouble 
with Russia and others by closing the ports. You would make Hanoi 
more dependent on the Chinese than ever. 11 

President - We are trying to keep them (meaning Chinese and Russians) 
actively out of it. If you hit two or three ships in that harbor - - it is like 
slapping me and I would slap back. We don't want a wider war. They 
have a signed agreement that if they get into a war, the Russians and 
Chinese will come to their aid. They have two big brothers that have more 
weight and people than I have. They are very dangerous. If the whole 
family jumps on me -- I have all I can say grace over now -- that is the 
reason the Secretaries of Def:nse and State have to see that what damage 
we will do them will be in the end not so dangerous. We will do better 
tomorrow than yesterday, but if we provoke both of them and get them 
on us, if we have all three actively fighting us - - we are trying not to 
make this a wider war." 

Question came up about how many wounded and killed, and the President 
said our wounded and killed are not much more than the replacements 
we are sending. 

President told the boys "There is not anything that would come to you in 
life better than to wear the uniform. It is the proudest badge of honor 
and character -- the real proof of your love of your country. You fellows 
have acted so marvelously to it all while others have thrown themselves 
down in the streets. You belong to a big group. -- an honored group. 
Nobody likes to go to war, or die; everybody is scared to die. I was 
scared to death when I told my mother goodbye; I was shaking, but I 
did not want the fellow next to me to know it. 
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"But when you come back and become citizens again and people ask you 
where you were you will say I was on the aircraft carrier CONSTELLATION. 
So you be proud of this service all your life. I think it will be a wonderful 
thing for you, it will make a man of you. If I had been your age when I 
ran off to California and did not think my Daddy was very smart - - I went 
out to get rich and I nearly starved to death; I was mighty glad to get back 
and see my Marna 1 s quilt on the bed. But if I had had to do certain things 
when I was your age, you would have had a better President. 

"We are fixing things up so you can go to school. If you get sick you can 
go to the hospital and have a pension, but the main thing is you will have 
the satisfaction of knowing when the roll is called up yonder you were 
he re and you can be proud. 

"You will see the great strength of our country -- the boy from Mtchigan, the 
Negro from South Carolina, the boy from New York. Our folks came 
from different parts of the world; we are different ages; we are all 
equal particularly when we sit around the breakfast table on an aircraft 
carrier. The good Lord doesn't recognize whether you are Scotch Irish 
or a Negro from Louisiana. For a long time the Negro has been dis­
criminated against, but I don't believe there is a white boy who would 
like to go down to a bhck country and be treated second class. There are 
more blacks and browns than whites. " 

President again asked the boys not to be timid; to ask him questions; told 
them he was trying to be "as regular a fellow as you · are; don't be timid; 
it will be a long time before you have break.fast with the President again. 

He then told them about a pay raise corning up this year; how much it 
would cost; how much it cost to run the whole government when he first 
came to Washington. 

One boy said he had a question "Lot of these servicemen's wives and 
children want to know -- these hippies are running around and protesting 
everything and we are trying to do everything, and they give us a hard 
time. These Marines are sitting on the beaches of Vietnam and it doesn't 
seem right for us to be doing our job and they are walking around and 
getting away with it." 

President - It doesn't seem right and it makes all of us feel bad. Like 
when there is an outlaw in town and tears up the town, but in periods like this 
when you are under great stress some lose their heads and get hot-headed. 
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Practically every period in our history beginning with the Revolutionary 
War -- there were hippie and beatnik types then, and the War of 1812 
and 1846, and the Civil War, World War I and II -- we had zoot suiters 
and appease rs and isolationists. Tense moments or wars create that 
and you don 1t approve of it. In World War II they indited 15, 000 for 
treason and disloyalty. We will try as best we can not to fail our 
children and all the world, because it is a relatively small number of 
people. Some don't want to go in the Service. Some think I am sending 
them; some think I should let the Communists take South Vietnam. We 
think that it would be one step right after another, just like Hitler. 

"We think they want what we have got, but we are going to have these 
dissenters and disbelievers. We are not all catholics, methodists. 
My grandmother used to think my sister's skirts were too short, but 
they weren't as short as Phyllis'. Just thank God it is not you or your 
brother who is a hippie or burning his draft card. You ought to pity 
them. The best thing to do is to just realize that in every period of 
history you separate the men from the boys -- some can't take it and as 
you go along the harder it gets to climb the hill; you will have the neurotics 
who will drop out. You read about it every day in our country because we 
have a free press. They have them too. 

The young have to defend the country for us. It was left in good shape 
for you. You are helping to keep the country free. Be tolerant. You 
are so much bigger and stronger and doing so much for your country -­
so much more than these hippies. 

"There are dissenters who do not want to make the Negroes free, who 
are against public education, but the majority run our country. 

"No we better go to church. Let's go. Thank you. I enjoyed it and hope 
you did. 11 

{Sailor sitting next to General Walt turned to his buddy on the other side 
and said of the President, "Boy, he is great."} 
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President ••lted the aallors to aak him queatlon•. They were all very 
young and timid and dld not apeak up much or loudly. 

He a•ked one boy ·•u you were Pre•ident what would you do to chaqe 
thln1•? Boy aeked "What tMn1•. air 1" The Preatdent ••Id "Aaythlng. 
What 1oe• on that could be corrected. " Sailor ••ld "I WOtald hit them 
more.'' Preaident ezplala.ecl tbey would come back at u and there were 
many more of them thaa u•. Then he waa asked ahcNt ldttia1 their supply 
•hlP•· Roat.ow aaid they could get their auppllea other waya. It la hard 
to keep the roada and railroad clo•ed. la pod w..the., we do a lot of 
damage. Then they have the port of Soutbern Chiu. t.t ue. We could 
mab lt more dlfflcwt to pt a.ppllea., bat you woalcl nm into trouble 
with R•••la and other• by clo•lng the poru. Yo• would make Haaol 
more dependent on the Chtneae than e.er. " 

Prealcleat - We are trylnc to keep them (meaning Chlneae and Ruaalan•) 
acd.Tely out of lt. U JO• hit two or three ab!,. la tbat harbor -- lt l• Hb 
•lapplat men and l woa1cl elap back. We doa1t waat a wWer war. They 
baYe a eiped agreement that If they 1•t lato a war. the B.uaalan• and 
Clalae•• will come to their aW. They baye twe bl1 brotlle.. • tbat ban more 
wet1bt ancl people thaa I laa.e. TheJ' an ftl'J' daaprou. U the wbole 
family Jamp• on me --1 ha•• all I can uy grace O'NI' aow -- that ta the 
reaaoa the Secretarl•• of Defense and State baTe to ... that what damage 
we will do them will M lD the elld not• claaaerau. We will do ltetter 
tomorrow than yeaterclay, bat U we prcwoke both of them amt pt them 
oa ... If we ha•• all thne aettnly flghtlns •• -- we are tryln1 not to 
malut tMa a wider war." 

Qu.eatlon came up aboat how many wounded and 1dllect. and the Prealdent 
aald. 01ar woanded and killed are not much more thaa the replacements 
we an aendlq. 

Prendent told the boy• "There b not aaJthlDa tut we..W come to JO• la 
life better thaa to wear the urdform. It I• the proadeet Udae ol homr 
and character -- the real p~ of yoar lcwe of ycnar c01latry. You fellow• 
haTe acted so manelouly to lt all while other• u... thrawa tbemaelTes 
down la the atreeta. Yo. belon1 to a b111ro11p.-- an hoaond group. 
Nobody like to go to war. or die; eyerybocly l9 acared te die. 1 waa 
scared to death when I told mr mother 1oodbye; I wa• •h•klng. but l 
did not want the fellow nest to me to kn.ow lL 
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"But when you come back and become cltisena a1ain and people aak you 
where you were you will say 1 waa on the aircraft carrier CONSTELLATION. 
So you be proud of thla senice all your life. I thlak It will be a woa.clerful 
thing for you, tt will make a man of you. If I had been your •1• when I 
ran off to Callforala and did not think. my Daddy wu .-ry •mart - - I went 
out to 1et rich and I nearly •tarTed to death; I waa ml1hty 1lad to get back 
and ••e my Mama'• quilt en the Md. But if I had bacl to do certain thin~• 
when l wa• your age, you would have bad a better heaident. 

"We are fixing thing• ap •o you can go to •cbool. U you 1et aick you can 
go to the hoapital and haye a pendon. but the main thln1 l• you will have 
the aattafactlon of knowtn1 when the roll la called •P yoader you were 
here and you can be proud. 

4. 

'You will aee the great 1trength of our country -- the boy from M cb!gan, the 
4

Negro from South Carolina. the boy from New York. Our follca came 
from dlfferent part• of the world; we are dlf.ferent apaa we are all 
e~ partlcularly when we alt around the bnalda•t table on an aircraft 
carrier. The 1ood Lori doesn't recognt•• whether yoa are Scotch Idah 
or a Nepo from Loulalana. For a loq time the Ke1ro baa heea di•· 
criminated agaln•t. but I don't bellne there la a white boy who ••kt 
1lkAt to 10 down. to a tiack country and be tnatecl eecencl cla••. There a re 
more black• and browna than white•••• '' 

Prealdent agaln ••ked the boy• not to be tlmld; to aak 1dm que•tionaJ told 
them be wa• trying to be "•• rel1Jlar a fellow aa yos eawe1 doa.'t be timid: 
it will be a lon1 tlme before yoa ban breakfaet with the Pre•ldent •1aln. 

He th.. told them about a pay ralee coming up thl• year& how much lt 
wollld coat; bow much it co•t to run the whole goyenmeat when he flr•t 
came to Waahln1ton. 

One boy •aid he had a que•tion ''Lot of the•• eerncemea'• wl••• and 
chlldrea want to know ... the•• hippie• are mnta1 arowad and prote1Un1 
everytblnc aacl we are trylnc to do enrytblq. and tuy 1ln u• a hard 
time. Theae Marine• are •itt!na on the beach•• of Viet.am and lt doea't 
•e•m rt1ht for ua to be dola1 our job and they are walktnc arouDd and 
getting away wt.th it. rt 

Preatdent .. It doesn't ••em right and lt make• all of U9 feel bad. Like 
when there la an outlaw tn town and tear• up tile town. bU In perloda like thla 
when you are under great atre•• eome loae their beau and get hot-headed. 
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Practically every period la o•r hlatory beglmdn1 wUa the Revolutionary 
War -- there were hlpple an4 beatnik type• then, ud the War of 1111 
aacl 1846. and the Civil War. World War I and U -- we had soot amtere 
and appea•e re and laolatlC1Dlat•. Ten•e rnomeate or wars create that 
and you don't appron of lt. In World War D they ladltecl 15. 000 for 
trea•on and Bl•loyalty. We will try a• beet we cu DOt to fall oar 
children and all the world. becau•e lt l• a relatlnly •mall number of 
people. Some don't want to 10 la the Service. Som• thlak I am ••adlag 
them; •om• think I ehoalcl let the Commun.let• take South Vietnam. We 
thiak that it would be one etep rlpt after aaother, J••t Ilk• Hitler. 

"We think they waat wlaat we have got. but we are 1ota1 to have the•• 
cil•••ntere and dlabelie..r•. We are not all catJaollc•, metlaodleta. 
My grandmother uaed to think my •l•ter'• eklrta were too ahon, bat 
they weren't a• ehort a• Playlll•'· Ju•t thank Ood lt la not yo• or yoar 
brother who l• a hlppl• or krain1 bla draft card. Yn oapt to plty 
them. The be•t thlag to do i• to Jo•t reall.. that lJl eyery p8dod of 
hl•tory you separate the mea from the boy• -- •om• caa't take It and •• 
you 10 alon1 the harier it 1eu to climb the llW; yo.a will have tbe ne1lrotlca 
who will drop out. You read about lt every day ha our comatry becaaae we 
have a free pre••· Tiley have them too. 

The yo1U11 have to defend the coont:ry for a•. It wa• left la 1oocl •lqape 
for yo.. You are laelplaa to keep th• couatry f re•. S. toleraat. You 
are •o much bl11er and •troqer aad doln1 •o maclt. for yoar country - ­
•o macb more than th••• ldpple•. 

"Tllen are cll•aeatera who do not want to make the Ne1roe• free, no 
are asain•t public eftcattoa, bu the majority na Otar comatry. 

"No we better 10 to cbareh. Let'• 10. TbaJlk yoa. I eajoyed it and hope 
yoa dbl. " 

(sailor alttlng next to Ge1aeral Walt turned to Ida bllCldy cm the other elu 
and aald of the Prendeat. ".Boy. he ie 1reat.") 
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President a•ked the •ailors to ask him queatinna. They were all very 
young and timid and did not apeak up much or loudly. 

He a•ked one boy 11 li you were President what v.o uld you do to change 
things? Boy asked "What things, sir?" The Pre1ident aaid "Anything. What 
g oea on that could be corrected. " Sailor said "I would hit them more. " 
President explained they would come back at ua and there were many more 
of them than us. Then he was aaked about hitting their 1uppl}eax ahipa. 
Roatow aaid they could get their supplies other ways. It la hard to keep 
the road1 and railroad closed. In good weather we do a lot of damage. 
Then they have the port of Southern China to use. We could make it more 
difficult to get supplies, but you would run into trouble with Ruaaia and other• 
by clo1ing the ports. You would make Hanoi more dependent on the Chinese 
than ever. " 

Preaident - We are trying to keep them (meaning Chinennd Ruaaiana) 
actively out of it. If you hit two or three ahip1 in that harbor - - it i• like 
slapping me and I would 1lap back. We don't want a wider war. They have 
a signed agreement that lf they get into a war, the Ruaaian• and Chine1e will 
come to their aid. They have two big brother• that have more weight and 
people than I have. They are very dangerous. If the whole family Ji••• 
jump• on me - - I have all I can eay grace over now - - that la the reaaon 
the Secy~of Defense and State have to aee th.at what damage we will do them / 
will be in the end not so dangerous. We will do better tomorrow than ye1­
terday, but if we provoke both of them and get them on ua, if we have all 
three actively fighting ua - - we are trying not to make thi• a wider war." 

Queation came up about how many wounded and killed, and Pre1ident aaid 
our wounded and killed are not much more than the replacement• we are 
sending. 

Pre1ident told the boys "There is not anything that woald come to you in 
life better than to wear the uniform. It ta the proudeat bad1e ol honor and character 
- - the real 1rpoof of your love of your country. You fellow• have acted 10 

marvelously to it all while others have thrown themaelve• down in the atreet1. 
You belong to a big group -- an honored group. Nobody like• to go to war, or 
die~ everybody is •cared to die. I waa scared to death when I told my mother 
goodbye; I was ehaking but I did not want the fellow next to me to know it. 
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".But when you come back and become citizens again and people aak you 
where you were you will aay I wa• on the Air Craft Carrier Conatellation. 
So you be proud of this aervice all your life. l think it will be a wonderful 
thing for you, it will make a man of you. If I had been your age when l 
ran off to California and did not think my Daddy waa very 8mart - - I went 
out to get rich and I nearly atarved to death; 1 wa• mighty glad to get back and 
1ee my Mama'• quilt on the bed. But if I had had to do certain thing• when 
I was your age. you would have had a better President. 

' 
1 We a re fixing things up ao you can go to achool. U you get aick you can 

go to the hoapital and have a pension, but the main thing i• you. will have 
the aatiafactlon of knowing when the roll i• called up Y°"1lder you were here 
and yow Cl9'i he can be proud. · 

1 'You will aee the great strength of our country - - the boy from Michigan, the 
Negro from iantaicanaSouth Carolina, the boy from New York. Our folks came 
from different part• of the world; we are different aae•: we are all equal 
particularly when we Wk•lifi••••••ti4iw •it around the breakfa1t table 
on an Air Craft Carrier. The good Lord doean't recognize whether you are 
Scotch Iriah or a Negro from Louisiana. For a long time the Negro haa eeen 
diacriminated again1t, but I don't believe there i• a white boy who would 
like to go down to a black country and be treated aecond claaa. There are 
more blacka and brown• than whites.....• " 

Preaiden.t again asked the boy• not to be timid; to aak him queatlona; told them 
he wa1 trying to be "as regular a fellow aa you are; don't be timid; it will be a 
long time before you have break.faat with the Pre•ident again. 

He then told them about a pay rai1e coming up thia year; how much it would 
I 

l coat; bow much it coat to run the whole Govt. when he first came to Waahington. 
\ 

On boy aaid he had a queetlon "Lot of theee 1ervtcemen1 wive• and chtidren 
want to know -- theae hippie• are running around and protesting everythin1 
and we are trying to do everything, and they give u1 a hard time. Theae 
Marine• are eitting on the beachea of VN and tt doe1n1t 1eem right for us to be 
doing our job and they a re walking a round and getting away with it. 11 

President - It doesn't seem right and it makea all of ua feel bad. Like when there 
ia an outlaw in town and tear• up the town, but in period• like thia when you 

\ are under great 1tre•• some lo••• their heacla and get hot-headed. Practically 

\ 
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every period in our history beginning with the Rev. War -- there were hippit::and bea 
beatnit!. types then, and the War ol 1812 and 1846, and the Civil War, 
vV orld War I and ll - - we had zoot auiter• and appeaser• and laolationista. 
Tense moments or wars create that and you don't approve of it. In World 
War ll they inditted 15, 000 for treason and dialoyalty. We will try aa 
best we can not ro fail our children and ak8W the world. because 

all 

it is a realtively small number of people. Some don't want to go in the 

Service. Some think I am sending them; some think I should let the 

Communists take South VN. We think that it wculd be one step right 

after another, just like Hitler. 


11 We ~think they want what we have got, but we are going to have these 
deasentera and diabelievers. We are not all catholics, methodist•. My grandmothe 
used to think my sister'• skirts were too a:kllt short, but they weren't aa 
short aa Phyllis'. Juat think God it is not lX you or your brother who i• 
a hippie or burning hi• draft card. You ought to pity them. The best thing 
to go i• to just realize that in every period of history you separate the 
men from the boys -- some can't take it andA:i:Jya:a»<1•eJ1 vx aa you go along 
the harder it gets to climb the hill; you will have the neurotic• who will drop 
out. You read about it every day in our cowitry because we have a free 
pre1s. They have them too. 

Thep young have to defend the country for us. It waa left in good ahape for 
yoU. You wiax are helping to keep the country free. Be tolerant. You are 
so much bigger and stronger and doing 10 much for your country -- •o much 
more than theae hippies. 

"There are dessenters who do not want to make the Negroe1 free, who are 

against public education, but the majority run our country. 


\ 
11 No we better go to church. Let's go. Thank you. I enjoyed it and hope 

you did.'' 


(Sailor sitting next to Gen. Walt turned to hi• buddy on the other side and 

said of the President" Boy, he i• great." 
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