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April 30, 1968

Sec. Rusk wants to add:

1. Bunker's present plans: hoping to go to Katmandu May 9-14,

2. Further modifications and enlargement of Barrell Roll area in
Laos.

3. Mr. Rostow's idea: Possible Thieu initiative with NLF,
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THOSE ATTENDING THE MEETING WERE: '
T
. L L ‘[/
The President o ) R .
Secretary Rusk ~ I
Secretary Clifford o g2 " ‘3 5’8
General Wheeler T ——
CIA Director Helms D e amme b B 3
Walt Rostow . uedical o -

George Christian
Tom Johnson

(2)(5)

Walt Rostow: The bombing targets are between 19th and 20th parallels,

Secretary Clifford: The flow is increasing. Captured documents do not
indicate an enemy moving toward peace.

There are four targets south of the 20th with military value, but there is a
serious political situation. This could indicate failure on quest for sites, It
could also show them we mean business and bring them back to reality.

(General Wheeler showed photographs of four sites.)

The President: Dean, (Secretary Rusk) do you have any trouble with it?

Secretary Rusk: No.

General Wheeler: Do locKs bother you.

Secretary Rusk: No.

General Wheeler: No civilian casualties would result, MEE—FLNG—NO.T,ES_%
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Permission-at-Copyright
Holdes-We—TFhemarJehnson
The President: Do you recommend it, Buzz?

Gerieral Wheeler: Yes.

‘Secretary Clifford: I would not recommend it immediately. Let's wait
and get response from Hanoi, It could disturb relationship we are trying
to build with them.

Let's hold up for a reply.

Secretary Rusk: Is that airfield getting muddy?

General Wheeler: Yes, There are significant military implications to
the airport.

The President: I do not want to go to Paris., I think they are not in the
least interested genuinely in peace. We need to find out what my March 31
speech has done to us.

I do not think Bunker's proposal will get us to the peace table by the elections,
I believe they are giving us same treatment they did at Tet,.

This is the 30th day of the pause. We are going into our fifth week., We
counseled patience, but you ha.ve to look at the calendar. We have to start
laying the groundwork for what mq-e-t come.

Do you think, Buzz (General Wheeler), that time is limited when we can
continue to keep the area above the 19th off limits without hurt?

General Wheeler: Yes sir, They are moving men and equipment south quite
rapidly.

(CIA Director Helms gave paper on infiltration into South).

The President: Can't we hit anything in water between 19th and 20th?

General Wheeler: No sir.

The President: What is answer that you use to counter hitting them in nose
only rather than going way up?

General Wheeler: There is no nose. There is a network of roads, Plus
there is no way to get them all at the ''gate."

Secretary Rusk: The boys in Laos want us to extend bombing East,

UEEHNG-NOFES-COPYRIGHTED

Rublteation-Requires
ght

‘Permission-of-Copysi
otder- W, Thomas-lq e e = =
H hnson Syt 3o



pobticatiorRequiLe
' ETTS m—d-eep'rﬁgh'
The President: Is Sullivan worried. Wson !

Secretary Rusk: He is for it.

UEETING-NOTES-COPYRIGHED
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.Secretary Clifford: Sullivan favors alternative A. We prefer alternative B to hit
area in Laos,

CIA Director Helms: A is ten miles from 20th. B is 15 miles from 20th.

The President: Let's takeout B now. See how it looks.

Walt Rostow: MACYV wants a briefing on what is going on in Haiphong --
Hanoi area.

We have three questions: (See Question 8 -~ Section marked).

Let's lay it out in matter of fact way.

George Christian: We should show the photos and give facts on increase
in infiltration.

Secretary Rusk: I do not think we should show pictures. It looks like
military pressure on you. We should have quiet backgrounding.

Secretary Clifford: There should be backgrounding in both Saigon and in
Washington. I do not think the pictures should have been used. We want
to go on with reconnaissance.

The President: Is there anything on Ike,

General Wheeler: He is resting comfortably. Nothing serious at the
moment,

We can get benefit without showing pictures. Information on infiltration
would be good to get out.

The President: I do not want Ho to get impression he can take this country
away from us. We are not reeling under the Dove's attack. I have talked
with a number of people. We have left Ho with the impression that we are
leaving the country. '

We have got to be very careful.

I am going to have a televised news conference later this week. I am not
going to give them the impression we are tied down or running out,

|
|
|

MEETING-NOTES-CORYRIGHTE:
President Park agreed to give 5000 military or 6000 civilians. Publication-Requises
Permissien-ef-Cepyright |
Hotder—W.-Thomas Johnson
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Th: State Department reporters’' notes were terrible. I told him we woula
get him we would get him an additional $100 million over the $300 million
we had already given him, Park said July 1 was target date.

I would like to look again at expediting supplies.

General Wheeler: He has 10,000 support troops for men from Korea,

Secretary Clifford: Gave the President a brief memorandum on
$100 million -- how it is to be used,

ng



A

SECRET
Lunch Meeting With the President
Tuesday, April 30, 1968 -- 1:00 p. m.
REVISED AGENDA
1. Site Diplomacy: if any, (Sec. Rusk)

Situation report.

Possible initiative by Thieu towards the NLF, (Tab A)

Attached memorandum which I sent to Sec. Rusk:. Also attached draft
cable which I suggested to Sec. Rusk for transmission to Amb., Bunker,
bearing on the proposal. .
Foreign Affairs Briefings of Major Presidential Candidates. (Sec. Rusk
and Mr. Helms) (Tab B)

-- Previous experience': State and CIA,
-- Ground rules for present campaign.,

U.S. Policy Towards Greater Proportionate Vietnamese Effort and
U.S. Troop Ceiling, The President. (Tab C)

Need to maintain flexibility.in terms of unknown Hanoi intentions.

Possible Bombing Targets Between 19th and 20th Parallels,

Sec. Clifford and Gen, Wheeler will present a paper.

Enlargement of BARREL ROLL area in Laos., (Sec. Rusk and Sec. Clifford)

Enlargement of area permitted for bombing. Sullivan makes a strong case
for some enlargement, beyond the area agreed last week, to assist hard-
pressed Laos, Defense and State tend to agree.

Censorship in South Vietnam. (Sec. Clifford) (Tab D)

As attached indicated (Tab D), the Pentagon, as I now understand it,
regards:

-- censorship as costing more than it is worth;
-- Dbelieves the right path is to refine and improve application
of Westy's guidelines. -

DECLASSIFIED . SEERET SERVICESET
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8. MACYV Briefing on Bombing Pause, etc.

At our instigation, MACYV plans to brief on intensive enemy supply
movements to the South,

The briefing was also planned to reveal -- from reconnaissance data =
the extent to which bridges are being repaired, supplies piled up, etc., in
the Hanoi-Haiphong area.

We have held up the briefing for twenty-four hours to get your guidance
on three points, on which you may wish to hear discussion at lunch today:

-- should MACYV proceed to background on intensive enemy
movements south of men and supplies?

-- should we confirm on background that we are, in fact, running
reconnaissance missions?

-- should we background on the extent to which the enemy is
making the most of the respite in Hanoi-Haiphong?

S

We want to get the facts out; but we don't wish it to look as if MACV is
pressuring you on the bombing pause or undercutting our effort to get
negotiations going.

9. Ambassador Bunker's present plans: he hopes to spend May 9-14 in Katmandu.
(Sec. Rusk)

10, New Military Credit Sale for Iran., (Tab E)

11, Other.

WMRostow
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April 30, 1968

Sec. Rusk wants to add:

1. Bunker's present plans: hoping to go to Katmandu May 9-14,

2. Further modifications and enlargement of Barrell Roll area in
Laos.

3. Mr. Rostow's idea: Possible Thieu initiative with NLF,
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MEMORANDUM INFORMATION

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

7. Monday, April 29, 1968
'SECI,CEE' 7:30 p. m.

MR, PRESIDENT:

Tuesday Lunch, April 30: Supplementary Agenda Items

dg Sect.‘ Clifford and General Wheeler will present a paper on
possible bombing targets between the 19th and 20th parallels.

2. MACV Briefing on Bombing Pause, etc.

At our instigation, MACV plans to brief on intensive enemy
supply movements to the South.

The briefing was also planned to reveal -- from reconnaissance
data -- the extent to which bridges are being repaired, supplies piled up, -
etc., in the Hanoi-Haiphong area.

We have held up the briefing for twenty-four hours to get your
guidance on three points, on which you may wish to hear discussion at
lunch tomorrow:

-- should MACYV proceed to background on intensive enemy
movements south of men and supplies ? . A

i

-- should we confirm on background that we are, in fact,"
running reconnaissance missions ? i A

-- should we background on the extent to which the enemy
is making the most of the respite in Hanoi-Haiphong?

‘ We want to get the facts out; but we don't wish it to look as if MACV
is pressuring you on the bombing pause or undercutting our effort to get

negotiations going,
L

W&Q{Y\ Rostow
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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

SECRET= Luncheon with the President
Tuesday, April 30, 1968

Agenda

1. Site Divlomacy: if any (Sect. Rusk)

Sitrep,

2. Foreign Afiairs Briefings of Major Presidential Candidates (Tab A)
(Sect. Rusk; Mr. Helms)

-- orevious experience: State and CIA,
-- ground rules for present campaign.

3. U.S. Policy towards Greater Proporiionate Vietnamese Zifort and
U. S. Troop Ceiling (Tab B)

(The President)

Need to maintain flexibility in terms of unknown Hanoi intentions,

4. Censorship in South Vietnam (Sect. Clifford)

As attached (Tab C) indicates, Pentagon, as I now understand it, regards:

-- censorship as costing more than it is worth;

-- believes the right path is to refine and improve application
of Westy's guidelines.

5. Cther.

o ,-“T'_/
, Was 3V, Rostow
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THE WHITZ HOUSE
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CONFIDENTIAL Monday, April 29, 1968, 5:30 B.3..

MEMORANDUM . TO THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Foreign Affairs Briefing of Major Presidential Carncicaies
in 1964

During the campéign of 1964, State Department records show that
Governor Rockefeller was briefed May 16,_ 1964,
Governor Scranton was briefed on May 21, ;and
Mr. Stassen was briefed on May 26.

Senator Goldwater turned down the offer to provide briefings on the
grounds :zat it was less than wise and less than wholehearted (see Tab 1
for 2is letter to Secretary Rusk dated April 23, 1964),

The three who accepted the offer did so on the basis c¢f a letter from
Secretary Rusk stating that he, Secretary McNamara, and CIA Director
McCone joined "in offermor you all possible information that may zifect
you in the re5pon51ble discussion of issues affecting the national security . . .
to cifer z full account of the existing international situation as it is
assessec by the U.S. Intelligence Community and to respond to axny
cuestions which you may ask about present American national securizy

solicy and the reasons for.it."

Loah]

The separate briefings of Governor Rockefeller and Governor Scraxnton
were held in Secretary Rusk's conference room. Director McCone gave

2 g.obal intelligence briefing, particularly on relative U,S. and Sovie:
t=engih and then covered each continent, Secretary Rusk then cdiscussed
Zuropezan policy in considerable detail. Secretary McNamara discussed

tae situstion in Southeast Asia. The sessions were very inforrazl with
Secretary Rusk and Secretary McNamara adding to Mr. McCone's
presentation. Governor Rockefeller and Governor Scranton both interrupted
to ask cuestions. The three officials remained for each briefing which
iasted nearly the full two hours,

w

An oZfer was made at the enc of each briefing to provide additional
informetion if the person being brieiea desired to do-so at any subseguent
virne.
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ALl three were invited to the White House after their briefings and cacz
met the President.
Egzch of the three candidates hacd spoken extensively on foreign nolicy
matters. Covernor Rockefeller was critical of policies on Viemam, Lzos,
Incdonesia, NATO and troop withdrawal, Soviet wheat sales and the eifects
of the test ban on peaceful uses of nuclear energy.

Tob 2 is Governor Rockeieller!s list of his foreign policy concerns as

well as his understanding that his right to criticize would be unafiected by
the briefing.

W3
e . Rostow

Attachmen:ss - Tab 1 and 2
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Presidential cendidates, of which your letter wab the first official

1. Menbers of the Congress end the Senete are not without information.
Muach.of the top secret materiel i

si
" an oven field of candidates is vasica 11ly unwvise Wlen

.. Tne Honorable Dean Rusk . ol gl Pl e

. Department of State
.~ Washington 25, D. C.

At the outset, as has been reported, I said th
-briefings proper. There are a number of rees

as this adminiet cn has been.
2, If there are facts that candidetes should know eoo“u, there nay also
‘e fects that the Americen oeonne should know sbout--and a cereful r*v;e&
of this administration's secrecy volicies would impress me as far mor
useful then this will-of-the-wisp offer to candidetes. The State Depart-
ment's oun role in suppressing . informetion regarding Viet Nem end in ,
censoring te=t1n0ﬂj before Congress mlg 1t well be included 1n such a re-
viev. - {4
3. The idea of pes sing a;bng vitel end nighly cle Tormation 1o

Secretary of State A gt

Deer Mr. Secretary:
President Johnson's offer to provide special briefings for major
notification, strikes me as less than wise end less then wholehearted.

The striking time lag between the President's announcement and your

officiel action strongly suggests that the offer vegan as an off-hand
political gesture and now is teing followed through in rmich the seame
spirit. ; c ;

at I did not bel;eve sucn
ons:

thet the Pentegon has been releasing for.
political purposes recently has been known {to us--but we ‘have not tried
to, or wanted to, v“olate seerecy oy bhro”lnﬁ tﬁe dete arcund es fveelj

n

: e two periles have:

actually selected tueir candidates, such action hus veecn taken e&s s matter
o2

-~

o4 cou~~ . At tuc m“anu as. a matter of Iact there might e consierable
) ¢ ) :
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" Sincexrefy,

Th@'Honorable Dean Rusk - Page Two : bpril 23, 196L

.

v

L. There is anothbr consideration that has not escaped those who have s
dealt with such matiers before. An offer to hand over secret data, par-

ticularly when political motives may be involved, might e used as ol v
energetically to silence debtate as to serve debate. Having received in-
~~Tormation in one of these briefings, a candidate, whether he had the

information from another source or not, might Ahen be officially or
norally inhibited from using the information. ‘

~ Thus, although I eppreciate your personal role in this and your courte’y,

I must respectfully decline the offer for the time being. IL {the Repud-
lican convention nominates me, I will, of course, expeéct thalt the regular

‘briefings made available to other candidates in the past will e discussed

by us as a.ocparate mat ter.' o ‘

i
'
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STATE OF NEW YORK
EXECUTIVE CHAMBER . RECEIVI

: ALBANY .
NELSON A.ROCKEFLLLER

GOVERNOR . .

April 24, 1964

Dear Mr. President:

In accordance with jour instruetion,
Secretary of State Rusk has offered to brief mne,
} as a candidate for the nomination of my party
{ for the presidency, on information respecting the
{ issues that affect the national security. I
- t I

appreciate this very much.

The past, present and future foreign
policy of the United States is of vital concern
to the American people and all of the f£ree world,
It is not only appropriate but essentiel that the

issues be respons*blj pruscnted to the
can people for their information, discussion
eci
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MEMORANDUM FCR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Foreign Affairs Briefings of Major Presidential Candidates

Foreign affairs briefings of major Presidential candidates in the election
of 1964 were handled as follows:

A. On April 20 the President instructed the Departments of
State and Defense and CIA 'to provide all major candidates for the
office of President with all possible information helpful to their
discussion of American policy'.  (See Tab A)

B. Secretary Rusk sent appropriate letters to Senator Goldwater,
Governor Rockefeller, Senator Smith, Governor Stassen, Mr. Nixon,
Governor Scranton, and Governor Wallace of Alabama. In making
this announcement, the President said, '"We recognize that some of
these gentlemen may not consider that they are candidates, but it
does not seem appropriate for us to attempt to make that decision
for them. Ambassador Lodge is in a somewhat different position.
He has access to all information which he needs in discharging his

-..most important assignment, and if at’'any time this situation should

cHénge, we would make whatever new arrangements might become
necessary, with pleasure.” (See Tab B)

C. Governor Scranton and Governor Stassen accepted the
President's offer and were briefed. Ambassador Lodge had information
available to him at his Embassy. (See Tab C)

Crx the basis of recollection of State Department officials, the following
practices were used in the elections of 1952, 1956, and 1960:

A. No offers of briefings to Presidential hopefuls in the pre-
ccnvention period were made. However, some declared candidates
were briefed by the State Department before the conventions, at their

" recuest, on both specific subjects and on a global basis.

=. >Iollowing the nomination, foreign policy and intelligence briefings
were oifered by the current Administration to the candidates in 1952,
1960,

L i T H .
8 aaJdaaN L 18 s ©ug e




In 1952, President Truman offercd briciings to both candidates.
Governor Steveason came to Washington in August and was bricfed

at the White Zouse by both State and CIA oificials. In addition, a
middle-grace CIA officer was assigned to ecach candidate with the
intention of providing weekly bricfings on the road during the campaign.
The briefings were, in fact, much less frequent, although weekly

books were made available to the candidates.

1950, Covernor Stevenson was tel pno”'rxd by Secretary Dulles. His
only briefing, however, was conducted at CIA and contained only
intellizence, as opposed to policy information.

In 1960, Allen Dulles personally briefed Senator Kennedy three times --
twice a genera. briefing (inc:ludi:n-fr = long session at Hyannis in July)
and once on a single topic. Secrator Xenn uvay also received a policy
briefing by State Department oiiicials prior to his election.
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[2y=] Apr. 20 Sudlic Pevers Of the Presidenss s
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_ be my solema duty as President to submit ! the responsible discussion which is the teuch- 7
supplemental  requests  for  addidonal sienc of the democratic process.
amounts untl the nccessary funds of $3.4 ¢ In the past 20 years we have
biliion are appropriated. Secomie aware that America is {orever bound
{n these areas, and in other arcas i con- up in e aifairs of the whole werid. O;r
' cern, we remain Zaithful to tested principle  own future is linked to the Zuture of ail
and deep coaviction while snapm" our ac- o great caphials and in dny viilzges, in the
tio':.s to shifting dangers and to Iresh cppor- couxncils of great powers and i L'r. e rooms of
tuniy. unknown planners, events are being set in
This year is an clection year in the United motion waich will continualiy call upon cur
States.  And in this year let neither friend atiention and make demands on ocur r3-
_ nor cnemy abroad ever mistake growing dis-  sources.
cussion for growing disscasion, or conilict Prophecy is always unsure. But if any- ’
ver programs Zor conflict over principies, thing is certain, it is that this Natica can '
or poiitical division for political paralysis. never again retreat from world respenci-
Tais mistake in judgment has been made bility. You must know, and we must real-
twice in our lifetime, to the sorrow of our ize, that we wil beiinvolved in the wernd
2 adversaries, for the rest of our history. We must accus-
= ‘:. Now let those at home, who share in the tom ourselves to working for iiberty in the
:: grear democratic struggie, remember that community of naticns as we have pursued it
] the worid is their audience and that attack  in our community of States.
and opposition to old policies must not be The struggle is not merely iong. Tae
2 "::;1& just Zor opposition’s sake, that it requires struggle is unending. Foritis partof man's
T seszonsible preseatation of new choices, that  ancient effort to master the Dassions ¢i his
< in the protection of our sccurity, the pro-  mind, the demands of his spisiz, the cruel
dirtow tection of American security, partisan poli- ties of nature. Yes, we have entered a new
e des must aiways yield to national need. arena. The dcer has closed behind us.
iz E\ : =] recognize that those who seek to discuss And the old stage has passed into history.
__ ;__ ¢ =zeat public issues in this election year must Dangers will replace cangers, chailenges
=3 s¢ informed on'those issues. Thereiore, I vill take the place of challenges, new noges
fave today instructed the Depariments of wul come as old hopes fade. There is no
State and Defense and the Central Intelli-  turaing £ trom a course which will require
ence Agency to be prepared anc to provide wisdom and much endurance so loag as the
aii major candidates for the ofice of Presi- name of America still scunds in this land -
! cent with all possible information helpiu! to and around the worid.
! their discussion of American policy. I hoze ~ote: The President spoke at 1 p.m. at the Walderd
candidates will accept this offer in the spisit Astoria Hotel in New York City. Ia his opening
‘2 which it is made—the encouracement of .words_ hc' reierred to Paul Milier, presideat of e
) i ) ; Associated Press. :
L]
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of the National Mcediation Board was 1n-

vaiuavie. The groundworik for colicctive
bargaining in the raiiroad industry has veen

reestainished.  We hope it will promote true
meaningivi communication

between labor and management.

cooperation and

Thang you, Mr. Qresidest
i1e PRESIDENT, T asnk you, Mr, Davidson,
vow I present M. J. E. Wolfe, the Chair-

man of the National Railway Labor Con-
ference. Mr. Wolte,

Mr. Wolie: On behalf of the Natioa's

=1

railroads, I applaud President Johnson’s han-

dling of this dispute. We are decply grate-
ful for his statesmanship that led to today’s

setciemient which should have a wholesome
¢ifect on coucctive vargaining both in rail-

s ~ e el Dmiirren et
S 44d olaer iadusisics.

- '
i e setue-

mMent promiscs 10 rustore tac morale of our
700,000 emp.cyeds 10 its aighest level, and
bring & rebirdh of the spirit of cooperation
Setween managfement anc union leaders.

T, tae s:.t:lc:.xc..; we have made, at Presi-
eguast, means a brighter

= s B 4 e -.-,-’ 3
LUture I0r0 Lamcrica nunoﬂcs in an atmos-
pocre oI Ir¢c eaterpoisc.

THI PRESIDENT. .w4DK YOu very rauch,
M Woite.
Tae White House and the President re-

ceive in the neighborhood of 100,000 letters

, -

1)
Cra
LW
bl
4t
(40
J
L)

THz PazsipENT. Good morning, ladies and

Seat.emicn.

Sccrc:a:y Russ is sencing out letiess

o
£

e those Who may wish 1o sccept my offer

to provice .l possiowe informatica to major
. H Appropriate lettess as

olag 1o Scr.a: : Goidwater, Governor

i

o

Lyndor B. Johuson, 196;5~14064

Apr. 23 [285)
. o
cay I received a letes
named Cathy May.
Cathy I\'my, onigit [

per week,  The other
from a livle girl

am pleased to teil
you that, the raiiroads aze going to continuc
to run without interruption, Cathy May
writes me and says:

Decar President Johnson:

Iam scven. \.y” andmother lives in New
York. She is coming to sce me make my
fist Holy Comumunion. Please keep the
railroads runaing so that she can come to
see me. Thanik you.

Carry May Bakzr

36 Hemlock

Park Forest, Iilinois

So Cathy’s graadmother can now go 0
see her and sl my fellow Americans can be
proud that the railroad management wnd
the railroad brotherhcods came, labored,
worked, and reasoned together and in the
American way Zound the answer,

I am very indebted to Sccretary Wiriz

for 'presiding over these deliberations day
and night for many weeks. I am sure that
all Americans appreciate the contribution
he has made.

~ote: The President spoke at 6:55 p.m. at Station
WTOP's Broadcast House in Washington, D.G. The

remarks were broadcast over the Columbia Broad-
casting System. :

News Conference of

Rockeieller, Scnator Smith, Governor Stas-
sen, Mr. Nixon, Governor Scranton, and
Governor Wallace of Alabama.

We recognize that some of these gente-
men may not consider that they are caadi-
dates, but it does not scem appropriate for
us to attempt to make that decision for

519
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them. Ambassador Lodge s in a somncwhat

crent position.  Ile has access to wl the
information which ke needs in disc‘n::gin“

" his most unpor:ant assig gnment, axd ot any

time this situation should cxmn"'c, wce would

~make whatever new arrangements aight

W

ccome necessary, with pleasure.
T2.] I do notintend that we should lose

it of those Americans who do no: saare
a the general prosperity of this country, so
tomorrow I plan to visit scveral areas which
suifer from heavy unemployment and pov-
erey, of need special attention for the relief
of ecconomic distress. I wiil visit South
Zend, Ind,; Pitisburgh, Pas; Painwsvilie and
Izez, .\y., Huatington, W. Va.

I am inviting the Governors of the As-

M 5

saiachia States to meet with me i Gunt-

by

ngion to discuss proodlems oI that particuiar
arca. I will be accompanied by several top
oficials of this administraticn who are =
sponsible for leading our attack on the prob-

v
D

4

.ems of unecmployment and poverty. incse
will Include Secretary Wirtz, Secretary
Tlodges, Under Secretary Rooscveit, and
Secretary Celebrezze,

[3.] Tam glad to report that our decision
to cut back on the production of uaneede

(oW

riuclear materials, and the paraliel announce-
meats of Chairman Khrushechev and Prime
N et < g % 1 " 1
Minister Douglas-Home, have been warmly
greeted throughout the world, and aiso by
responsibie opinion in this country. We
fave made it very clear that these announce-
ments do not constitute a new internationai
agreement or contract of any sort.

We reached the decision here in the
Taited States on our own initiative as what

we, in the United States, ought to do. We
¢id it in 2 prudent and reasonabie concern

for our strength and for avoicdin g excess,
and we tnen explained our intention to tae
TUhited Kiagdom and to the Soviet Covera-

320

Fapers of the Presidents

vl ¥
mcat.  aRCY, I warn, uCL.‘;’; GnoLLLis o

responsivility, anaounced paraicl declsinns,

This is the poiicy of restraint by rauli

“add

crampe. [ discussed it yest d.y ind
witii the ieaders of both partics in the Coa-
gress, at breakiast, and I Lelieve that the ¢l
cussicn resulted in g“..c.m u:‘.:jcr::;r.cjir.;

-l - - . ~ -
QLG GITCCMCRt 4mOony Us Gui.

o, - -
A,; o o P TR -

£ 3 b wm i -
tael Wenave an encouray
A

has the support of ail, inchi
uu.ux.y CCAur‘uhC\..

.
4
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nlow is to concenirate oace a ;n.n on WOl
for the peace and the uaity ty &f Lacs ufder
the principies eswablished 5y the Genove

from General de Gaulle in

message of sympathy which
soon as I learned of his incispositicn it
week. We are ve *y mrech eResES ;
he reports from Paris that the General 5
sking a strong and gocd recovery

'6.] I am happy to announce that Mr
Robert Anderson, cur ..'r.b ssader, wia =

'}

mexing & briel visit to Pzaama early nox
week to meet wita Special Ambassader T
lneea aad othér Fangimaniian offelais 565 e
purpose of ..a\mg g preliminery exheaze
cf views? At that time, Mr Axdessen
and Mr. Illueca will arrange between them

how they will conduct their talks on the

preblems to be worked out tenween the Two
ccuntries.
Iam aiso senéing 6 Pan

»..

foture & team of economic

* Former bccrc:;:v of the
Ancc.son was appoiaied as U.S.
the rank of Special Ambassador,

April 3.
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-everything we can to get it enacted.

strongly favors the King-Anderson bill. No
onc speaking for the administration has ever
made any statement at variance with that.
I do not want to assume the responsibility
for keeping accuracy in reporting, but this
is the Arst question that has been raised
about the administration’s
had been consulted by the
reporter who made the report, I would have
answered him as I am answering you.

We favor the King-Anderson bill. The
administration has favored it for several
We will continue to favor it and do

~
211'5

[r0.] Q. Mz. President, you say you feel

Scaator Goldwater has performed a dis-

service to the national security and to worl
Do you feel he should now publicly
cant what he said and join you in setting
the record straight?
THE PRESIDENT. Lhat is a matter for the
Repudlican  candidate and his own
conscience.

Cacl.

b
(] g

*

.zz.] Q. Mr. President, in this same
cornection, sir, do you plan to renew your
ofer 0 make intelligence files available to
Senator Goldwater so they can be of use to

him in the campaign?

THE PRISIDENT. | don’t see any necessity
or requirement to renew it or restate it. It
still exists. We made the briefings avail-
able o all the candidates. Governor Scran-
tor. accepted them, Ambassador Lodge had
them available to him and utilized them,
and even Governor Stassen came here and
was thoroughly briefed. We have made
that offer to the Republican nominee. If
Le cees not care to have the information or

the xnowledge that would be contained in

those briedngs, that'is a matter for him.

I weuld say it is a matter, entirely for his

,..u ment and for his conscience.

558

[516] Aug. 15 Public Papers of
Could you help us out on that?
TIIE  PRISI oznt. The administration

another running discussion here like

.

.force,

—
S ‘),57 \.Z/J -‘J ‘\3
K L

Kol
s 5 - 0y pa-",-av
M/v’ i 7 & 6o

the Presidents

The administration’s récord is clear that
we want cvery person secking the office of
the Presidency, every responsible candidate,
to have responsible and accuratc informa-
tion, and full knowledge, on the pesition
of cur Government and conditions in the
world. If he does not desire to receive that
kaowledge, that is entirely a matter for him.

[12.7 Q. Mr. President, there have been
some public comments that M:r. Yarmeo-
linsky * had been offered as a sort of a sacri-

fice to the southerners in exchange for suz-

Alc

‘port of the poverty program. I wonder if

you would care to make aay fur hcr cora-
ment on that?

THE PRESIDENT. I don’t want to get into
¢ we aze
in on nuclear weapons. What public com-
ment? Who said what, so I will know
what I am answering and what I am saying.

Q. Sir, I believe there were some pub-
lished columas from various sources.

THE PRESIDENT. I would think that pros-
ably you ought to seek the columnist and see
what the source of his information is. Mr.
Yarmolinsky is employed by the Defense
Department. And the Defease Depart-
ment, the Labor Department, the Healih,
Education, and Welfare Departmeant, aad

-the Justice Department are jointly interested

in the poverty program, so they all shared
a part in preparing it. No one, to repeat,
to emphasize, no one, at any time, any place,

- anywhere, suggested to me ‘anyone for aay

1

of these places. The first information that
I had that Mr. Yarmolinsky was, in efect,
appointed to one of these places that did not
exist was the columnist rumor that you
taiked about.

T was informed by the leader of this task
Mr. Shriver, that he had made ro
récommendations to anyone, that he had

# Adam Yarmolinsky, Assistant to the Secretary of
Dciense.

SERVICE SET.
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'SUBJECT: Level of U.5. Military Effort in Vietnam

" In your March 31 television addrass you made two references to the

the Sout: Vi\.tnameae role.

. level of U.S. military effort in Victacm and the indicated references to

" a. "On many occasions I have told the American people that we
: would send to Vietnarm thoze forces that are required to
accomplish cur missionltherc.“ (paze 622)

b. ‘I cannot say and no man conld say that no more will be asked g
- ofue,” (in Vietnar:-.) (page 62«5)

: c. “Our preaence there has always rested on this basic belief: The
wnain burden of preserving their freedom must be carried out by -
them--by the South Victnamesc themselves. T

"We and our allies can only help to provids a shield--beh.a& which =

the people of South Vietnam can survive and can grow and develop... -
- On their efforts--on their determications and re:ourcefulneu--the
- Gutcome will ultimately depend. ™ ' (page 621) ’ ot
4. "We shall accelerate the resquipment of South Viétnam's armed
. forcese-in order to meet the enemy's increased firepower. This
~ will enable them progressively to undertake a larger share of
combat operations against the Communist favaders." (page 622)

Secretary Cliﬁord. in responne to press questions at a nesws confercnce
..ea .Apr.a 11 said: ; 3 :

a. "Weare givinrr our forces the preferencs on the M-16's and
cur other most modern weapoas because we were taking the
brunt of the effort and the fighting in South Vietnam. Now that the
policy decisicn has been made to turn over gradually the major
cifort to the South Vietnamese, we arc now starting 8o givo them a
dogree of prefereacs in our most modern weapons. " {page 6)
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B. Question: "Sir, you said in response to an earlier questioa that

a policy decision had been made to turn over gradually the major

e

effort to tho South Vietnamese. Could you tell us when that decision

was made and how it might relate to General Abrams' appointment?"

Secy. Clifford: "Well, it hza beca in the pi-occ'ss of béing made, -
I don't know that if occurzed on any one date. DBut for some moaths
that I have been aware of, corsultations bava taken place between.

cur military leaders and the South Vietnamese leaders, and plans

in this regard bave been in the process of formaulation. .

1 “l noted a corament by President Thieu wlthin the Iaat week in

which he stated that his hops was that sometime in the foreseeable
future thelr forces could ba developed to the point where they
could start in and take over areas that our forces occupied so

_ ., that our forces could be relieved and be drawn back. Taat is the .
proz vram aad that is the cne we are lookiug toward. " (pages 9 aad 10)

- G

C:z.cstian. BMr, Sacretnry. we are dealing witb 2 aew policy -

. situatioa in South Vietnam. As you say, FPresident Thieu says that

kis forces counld taks over more of the fighting so that our forces
could be drawn back. What role, then, do you sae the American

forces plfaying? What does "drawn back mean?* e

Secy. Cliffordi~. ng -think‘no one can give t'he details at this time.

"By my answer, I do not mean to suggeaz that there was my g, '% :
immediats plan for that. It is a longe-rangeplan. . .. T "
But it seems to me that it is the ultimate aim that we have for a

-‘&,.

final determination there; that is, work ourselves intc a posture © £ B 1
whcre the South Vietnamese will take over. the war, " (pagea 10 and u) S5

- “,‘a re

Sacretary Clifford in 2 apeech to the Asaociated Preas in New Yorkan
" April 22 sald: . BT A

M =g Tt
“We concluded that Ame;iéa.ns will not need always to do more and
more, but rather that the increagsed effectiveness of the South

' Vietnamese Government and its fighting forces will now permit us .

to level off our effort--and in due time to begin the gradual process
of rcdnction. 2 . ,

"The review establiched to cur satisfaction that Southeast Asia is

not for,us a *bottommless pit.?
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“The review confirmed the judgment, already reached by President i

. Thizu, that the South Victnamese were ready to take on more of
*, . - the responsibility and to carry more of the military burden. -

a3 we level off cur contritution of men, we are accelerating

| oux delivery to the South Vietnamess armed forces of the most
modern weapons ard equi.pmen" " (pages band 7) - \

' W‘W Rostow
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P. S. Aa you can gee, Clark has eased over from your concept of a

“larger share" for the Vietnamese to the ldea that *we level cff.™
- Clark's concept will, ‘of courze, work If Ho doean't put iate the
' South such large addlticnal forces that we have to Increaséd total

allicd strength fastor than the South Vietnamssa can bulld up.
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OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SZTRETARY OF DEFENSE

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20201

PUBLIC AFFAIRS

I

29 April 1968

MEMORANDUM FOR MR, FRYKLUND
SUBJECT: Censorship in South Vietnam

Censorship in South Vietnam has been studied several times, in-
cluding a team of officers who visited SVN in 1966. The team
developed a rough plan on how it would be implemented. Other
examinations have developed about the same approach. Basically,
if censorship is to be imposed, it would require initial implemen-
tation by SVN. All communications going out of SVN would be
censored, including personal mail. The censorship mechanism
probably would involve a combined SVN-U, S, operation, together
with other countries which contribute forces to the war.

Mechanics for censorship could be worked out; however, the follow-
ing are some of the problems involved:

--An elaborate set-up would be required for field press censorship.
About 200 trained personnel would be needed for the press alone; we .
have none today.

--Censorship would have to be accomplished under the authority
and consent of the SVN Government. (The SVN Government is now in
the midst of passing legislation insuring freedom of the press.) ’

--Problems of censoring third countries would be immense---
politica.ly and mechanically (e.g., among the censors would
necessarily be some-that speak Japanese, German, French, etc.)

--TV---U,S. and foreign---now ship their unprocessed film out of
couniry. Censorship will require it be processed and edited in
couniry. Great expense to someone will be involved in setting up these
facilities in SVN. In addition, the film just will not move as fast as
t docs now. In general, TV will be late with the news.

s
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--Much of the press corps in SVN is constantly turning over. How
j t
-~

.
: - be - . s B 1 i ? T

-1s a newsman to be censored after ze he countryf If he cannot
be, larger burcaus can run newsmen in and out of country to efiect

negate censorship.

-The thoughtpersists in my mind that censorshin with the U, S,
press simply will not work unless the U, S, press is convinced it i
. Even then, censorship will be -ooked on as evil and must
withstand irequent attacks as to its necessity.

Defcnse and the Services have up-to-date regulations and field manuals
n field press censorship. Some training is plannec this summer at
the Deifense Information School for some USAR detachments. DBut, as
bove, we have no people trained in field press censorship at the
" ‘

O

In the broader context of controlling the release of information, Genereal
Sidle indiczted con the phone this morning that MACV was considering the
idea of lifting the embargo on Operation Delaware in increments. The

rst incre e*xt was released yesterday; it gave the press the go-ahead
on stories and film prepared up through 22 April, provided no mention

- .

was macde future plans.

L. GO;\DON HILL, Jr.
Colonel, USA
Special Assistant, SEA
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* MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESS ’ : . '9"\
SUBJECT: Intcrpljcta.tion.of Ground Rules

1. " A MACOI Memorandum to the Press of 29 January 1568, reminded

2ll press members of the ground rules involving ground combat to vhich

they agreed when they were accredited by MACV. A follow-up mermozrandum

of 26 February further explained one of the rules.
i ' : intelligence

2. As the result of these memoranda, members of the p*CSC/have beer

most coope rative in attempting to stem the flow of important/informa-

"tion to the enemy. However, based both on logic-and the many queries
recéived {rom newsmen, it is obvious that no set of ground rules can
cover every tactical situation encountered by newsmen in the field.

Altiiough relatively few in number, ''gray areas' cannot be entirely
_eliminated.

3. To assist newsmen in correctly interpreting these ground rule gray
arcas, MACYV will provide 24-hour service to anyone who obtains infor-
- mation which he feels is subject to interpretation under the ground rules.

Any newsman in the I CTZ who has doubt about the intelligence value oi

matcrial he wishes to use in a story should contact Colonel Faser at the

MAuV Press Center, DaNang, Phone: DaNang 6259, Elsewhere in _i

Vietnami, queries should be addressed to MACYV extensions 3163 or 3989

WhC“" someone able to make a decmxon will always be on duty.

' ' help insure

4. We hope that this service will prowide a maximum flow of information

while insuring the necessary protection-to our troops.

5. Tor your information, a copy of the key ground rules is attached.

SERVICE SET
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‘The following infocrmation.is not releasable, unless and unti
“released by MACYV. '

1. " Future plans, opecrations, or strikes.
2. Information on or confirmation of rules of ¢n

3. Amounts of ordnance and fucl mmoved by support units or on han
in combat units (Ordnance includes wecapons or weapons s

7

4. During an operation, unit designations and trcop moveranenis, taciical

‘deployinenis, name of operations and size of friendly forces invoived,

5." Intelligence unit activities, meothods of operation, or specific lecations.

6. Exact number and type of casualties or damage sufiered by iriendly
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7. Numnoer of sorties and

outside oi RVN.

8. Information on aircrait teking ofi for strikes, enrouie to, or returaing
irom target arca. Information on strikes while they are in progress.
9. Idcntity ol units and locations of zir bases from which ailrcrait ave

latviched on combat operations.

10. Number of aircrait damaged or any other indication of eifcctiveness

or ineifectiveness of ground anticircrail defenses. ;
- ;

11. Tactical specifics, such as altitudes, course, speeds,cr anzle ol ;

altack., (General déscriptions such as 'low and fast' may be used.)

2. Information on or coniirmation cf planncd strikes which do not take
wlace {or any reason, including bad weather.

2 3. Swpccific identification of cnemy veapons systems utilized to down

airerzit while SAR operations are in progress,
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