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Those attending the meeting were: I 


i' 

The President General Taylor ! 

Secretary Rusk CIA Director Helms 
Secretary Clifford Walt Rostow 
Ambassador Ball George Christian 
General Wheeler Tom Johnson .· 



MEMORANDUM 


THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 2, 1968 
3:15 porn• 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

/o h1 

FROM: Tom Johnson 

Attached are notes of the President's meeting with the Tuesday 
Luncheon groupo The meeting was held in the Family Dining RoomG 
Those attending the meeting were: 

The President 

Secretary Rusk 

Secretary Clifford 

Ambassador Ball 

General Wheeler 

General Taylor 

CIA Director Helms 

Walt Rostow 

George Christian 


Tom Johnson 


The meeting began at' 1 :20 p. m. and ended at 2 :35 p. m. 

Attachment 
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,_Mo'•~af1HAeqoite1 TUESDAY LUNCHEON GROUP, JULY2, 1968 

rm11s10A of CopyPight 

HoltleF1 W Thomae Joli111on 

THOSE ATTENDING THE MEETING WERE: 
SANITIZED 

E.O. ~23;6, Sec. 3.4 

The President 
Secretary Rusk 

By 
NL) 8-J-3/

*'7J . NARA. Dace '-.jP-!'/ 

Secretary Clifford 
Ambassador Ball 
General Wheeler 
General Taylor 
CIA Director Helms 
Walt Rostow 
George Christian 
Tom Johnson 

The President: Do we have anything on the MIG attack? 

Secretary Clifford: No, only the press release. 

Secretary Rusk: No. 

General Wheeler: We are checking. The Special Forces camps are being 
checked to see where the press got the story. 

Secretary Rusk: I think they should be tough on the pilot of the DC-8 which 
was downed in Russia. 

Secretary Clifford: We handled that well. The plane is released. We made 
quick apologies. It could have been an equipment error. It was a new plane. 

General Wheeler: The Captain of that plane has made that flight 19 times. 
They think it was a navigational error. 

Secretary Rusk: How about the Symington amendment. 

Secretary Clifford: Senator Russell said the Symington Amendment would 
pass and he probably will vote for it. Senator Mansfield will vote for it too. 

We have 35, 000 coming back, leaving 300, 000. It will cut us back to 50, 000. 
They will be practically defenseless and it would destroy NATO. We need 
a plan to reduce our forces, but I think it is impossible to keep our forces 
there. M RI HTED 
~ · ' "~)....cm ~eqvires . · 
~ .·· · .· vrightWe have two plans: ' 
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htmi11ion of "1pyright
1 • - cuta out the fat. Hwt•. W. lheM•• Joliinson 

2 -· cuta out SO, 000. 

Walt Roatow: We won't get NPT signing if this happen•. 

Secretary Clifford: That'• right. There i• a thaw in the Soviets now. We 
may be able to get a reduction on both aides. 

The Pr eaident: All members of the Democratic Policy Committee feel this 
should be done. Senator Russell and I talked about this last week. He was 
very blunt about it. Senator Mansfield feels we haven't kept faith by 
pulling out aa many as we should have. 

All of you see as many of these Senators as you can. We do not want to 
cut out any of our muscle. We will cut out the fat. Senator Dirksen is very 
pro-German. He does not want to open another front by drawing down his 
forces in Europe. 

Secretary Clifford: Crawford Greenwalt has agreed to go to work. 

PARIS TALKS 

Secretary Rusk: We had a good meeting yesterday. We should not put forth 
what Phase II should be yet. Vance and Harriman should press for a private 
meeting on that subject. Hanoi is up against a major obstacle. 

Something ia stirring on the other aide. Still we must know what they would 
do if we atop bombing. 

If you approve, we will seek a private meeting on Phase II. 

-The Preaident: That ia fine. 

The President: Is the plane announcement Okay? 

Secretary Ruak: I think so. 

The President: Has it been announced? 

George Christian: It leaked~ 

The President: Where? 

George Chris.tian: At the Department of Defense. 

a.ltll tier:~ 
,,MfEf"~~bff'3!f ::!QHlEO 

P..,.aissien of Cop)fright 

- · Hofderr W Ihomaa •ohnson 


- ·-- .. 



. ' . .. ~ . . . - 3 •.. ~ ' ., l .. ' . • . 
MfETIH6 ~OTES COPtRIOHTED -'~ ._law ;, IB

~d . - -·- -· -... Publication Requlri1­
."--·­ Permissl0i1 f>f Copyright~---~--·--..................... 
 Hender: W. Thomaa JellAten..• The Pre1ident: How?····

. ·~ ·...
' 

•. 
·~ 

. 

•. •=". Secretary Clifford: I will 1et on it. How do you know it was the Department 

• I of Defenae? 

George Christian: I checked AP. They aaid it came from there. 

MID EAST 

Secretary Rusk: Here is a telegram. It sets up Ambassador Ball's 
trip to the Middle East: Tel Aviv, Jordan, Beirut. He will come back 

by way of Japan. I would send Joe Sisco. 


The President: That's Okay. 


Ambassador Ball: That will be fine. 


General Wheeler: Is Jarring back? 


Ambassador Ball: No, he is in Europe. 


Secretary Rusk: t:::~:~~·~_.~·_:__......_...._..........._......__. 


CIA Director Helms: He is linguistic. 


(The President read draft cable) 


. The President: Leave m and V until later. 

Walt Rostow: That's fine. There are some questions in cable. The 
present formulation would limit us. Could we get a phrase to take care of this 

Secretary Rusk: We will look at them. 

Secretary Clifford: On the list of Colonels to be promoted to General 
is the lat Negro to become a general officer. -- General Davis. 

o · 
We are having a very tough time getting $3 billion in expe~ditures. 


Secretary Rusk: What is our position on ABM. 


Secretary Clifford: We will push ahead in Fiscal 69, just as planned. 

We may have to stretch. 

Secretary Rusk: Let's go ahead with research and development. 

Secretary Cliford: We will • 
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