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NOTES OF THE PRESIDENT'S MEETING WITH 
THE TUESDAY LUNCHEON GROUP 

SEPTEMBER 17, 1968 
M.fEllNC ~40:rES COP¥Rlel-ffED 

r>oblieetie" Rwqmres 

Peu minion of Cbpyfight 


Hold.ri W ThHuu Jo1rnson 

THOSE ATTENDING THE MEETING WERE: 

The President 
Ambassador Harriman 
Secretary Rusk 
Secretary Clifford 
General Wheeler 
Walt Rostow 
CIA Director Helms 
George Christian 
Tom Johnson 

Secretarv Clifford: We met with the Senate Committee this morning. 
They spent one and a-half hours on Vietnam. 

CIA Director Helms: I had five and a-half hours with the same Committee 
yesterday, two hours on Vietnam. 

Secretary Clifford: Senator Russell, Senator Jackson, Senator Allott, 
Senator Mundt, Senator Symington and Senator Kuchel asked questions. 

The President: What is Senator Russell asking? 

Secretary Clifford: He is asking, "how do we get out of the predicament 
in Vietnam. 11 He wants to know which direction we go to bring the war to 
an end. Senator Stennis wants to bomb and mine Haiphong. The other 
direction is Paris. Do we go this way. There was discouragement in 
the Committee. 

Senator Russell says there is increasing impatience in the country. 

Senator Stennis said within three months after the election we will get 
this problem solved. He says we should have brought military force to 
bear. 

The President: What is the military predicament? 

General Wheeler: In South Vietnam we are in "satisfactory" situation. 
We have the initiative. We have forestalled every major effort. The 

ARVN hav~ performed well. 
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I see no reason for concern. We are on a sound military basis for con­
tinua ti on of talks. 

In the North, they are rebuilding LOC's and their facilities. They are 
moving much materiel south. 

The President: Have we lost or gained by the action of March 31? 

General Wheeler: We lost something psychologically, nothing militarily 
at this time. 

Secretary Rusk: We only gave up 10% of our sorties because of March 31. 

General Wheeler: Senators Stennis, Russell and Allott implied we made 
a mistake on March 31. 

Secretary Clifford: I told the Committee we were there to prevent the 
subjugation of the South Vietnamese. 

General Wheeler: You made a good statement, Clark (Secretary Clifford). 

The President: What will they do on money? 

Secretary Clifford: The House wants minesweepers and a personnel 
They'll give us what we ask for. We are okay for 1969. We're 

in trouble in 1970. 

It will cost $1. 5 billion to find out what a new bomb will <est. Then it will 
cost $8 - $9 billion for the program. 

Secretary Clifford: We must be careful not to overlook being prepared 
in other parts of the world -- particularly the Middle East. 

They will raise the Phantom issue in the Committee. I will say I have 
nothing to add. We are supporting them with 88 A - 4's. We have 
delivered 24 of them. 

The President: We made a decision in December and I can decide between 
December and January 20 whether to provide them. We can make the same 
delivery date as if we made it that date. 

The New York Times story says we have made a decision not to supply them. 
That is untrue. We have made no decision -- either to supply or not to 
supply them, although the former is most likely. 
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Secretary Rusk: They said they would release the crew if we would sign 
-their statement. "I hereby acknowledge receipt of these men." 

Secretary Clifford: I have never thought they would accept that ("I hereby 
acknowledge receipt of the men). 

I ge~ the feeling they would like to get rid of the men. The business about 
not violatin their territorial waters does not bother me. 


I cannot see how they would 

take the "acknowledged receipt." I·' 1"') 
. ')L':> ­

cc.­
Secretary Rusk: What would you do? 


Secretary Clifford: I would see if we could modify the language where we 

could live with it. 


Walt Rostow: A modern cannery vessel is being built in the Netherlands. 

They may fear we will pick it up. 


They got into it to help the Tet offensive. They may want to release it 

before progress is made in Vietnam. 


Secretary Clifford: It was an illegal act on their part. I do not agree 

with the use of trickery to free the men. 


Secretary Rusk: Some of the things the crew said were impossible. One 

had the ship 30 miles on dry land and traveling 75 knots. 


The President: Let's try to jazz it up and get the language so it suits them. 


Secretary Rusk: The Spanish are bargaining hard. The chances are we will 

get the agreement. If we get into a deadlock, I think we should extend the 
old agreement six months and see what they can do with the next Administration. 

Secretary Clifford: I believe we can make a deal. 

Secretary Rusk: So do I. 

I told the Spanish Foreign Minister that the impact would be very severe. 

CAMBODIA 

Secretarv Rusk: Gene Black dici not get to see Sihanouk. They were 
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negative on most everything. PerMinio 0 of Cap;.iright 
Ilol•r. YI. Thomas Jotinson 

CZECHOSLOVAKIAN SITUATION 

Secretary Rusk: There is nothing new to report. 

The President: What about Romania? 

CIA Director Helms: They will not move. 

The President: What about IDA? 

Secretary Rusk: We will get that tomorrow. 

Hickenlooper is sour on Nixon telling them what to do. Humphrey 
would get credit for the NPT if we got it signed. 

PARIS TALKS 

Secretary Rusk: Averell and I have talked. Attacks on cities, willingness 
to talk with Saigon and the DMZ are three areas we have to get movement 
on. 

Anything we do must be done before October 20. Otherwise we will 
have made bad gamble and lost. 

Secretary Rusk: We are grateful for how Harriman has done his work. 
Jordan and Kaplan have done a good job. 

Secretary Rusk: We are in disastrous situation on aid. 

# # # 
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Mr. President: ~1 cX</.1 
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You wili wish to re ad this thoughtfu l asses s :rnent 
by Thieu of the ener.ny' s current strategy. 

He has decided that the enemy does not have 
the capacity £01· a major a ttack on Sa igon and t he 
other cities; but wiil revert to the older strategy 
oi trying to expand his h.o:i..d in the colilltryside. 

He does not believ:-e that this i"s a long-term 
strategy but designed to lead up t o a position where 
the enemy will have some ba1·gaining power when 
the enemy proposes a cease-fire in place. 

Therefore, he believes that, while protecting 
· the cities, we should throw more of our r e sources 
into extending security and control in the country­
side and try to l·aise our present level of control 
from the present level of perhaps 66% of the total 
population to 75-80% secure. 

Interestingly enough, we discussed this possible 
shift in U.S. and GVN priorities at the las t rn.e e ting 
of Nick Katzenbach 1s Vietnam group witl.1. Bus 
Wheeler. Bus said that Abrams 1 present strategy 
would automaticaly move in this direction as the 
third wave gave way to protracted harassing 
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CINCPAC FOR POLAo· · 

A• HE FEELS THE ENEMY IS NO~il::-RrvERT-!·NG-:-:-T-0-H-lS-NORMAL-·~i-~C-j ! C 
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Co THE ~NEMY HOPES TO MAINTAIN A CERTAIN MILITARY P~~SSURE 
DUR! NG ..:-.~T nE:-:·FotJ~MON'iHS~·=REMAI N·I NG'.":UN T.:I L'~·.;T.HEr;;;-;.I ~AUGURArr ON ' bF' A . . / 

NEW -A :":ERr CA 1\J: .. p ~ES.I·f)ENJ":~......AND ·.·:To ·-.- EX.TE NQ·,;;H r.s::-:cQN:T RoL·;::oVE R.:.-·ikE ' 
CO~:--.!i;~~'SID~:-·..ouR·IN~···:THIS~"PERIQD:.-. THIS.1 HANOI l3ELIEVES..r WILL 
~NA3LE T~EM TO MAKE THE WORLD THIN~ THAT THEY · ARE STRONG · ENCUGH 
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ME);:ORAN"DUM FOR THE PRESI:UZ:NT 

~-~ T~ ..-.,,.,.S V.i:>..i-v ... • Gene Black's trip to C"'a:bocia 

Ra su.lt s. we re ...nil.-- Siha.nouk::4..id~:::-.~:ot--::-e.ccive·~B.la:ck::...O:.:--.·(; :...~NLs·~,_ ..::na·c~-.:,, ( 
.::::e-ceiv~~- VI? tr~~~m-ent:-~·et with the Prin:.e 1v1inister anci the Acting. "' 
Fe.reign Minister, a.nd ha.d a. thorough review of the problems. Cambodian 
positions are: 

,yC I NVA-u:-s-e-of-Ca·mb·odia:~-t-e-=-r i '::o·r·r· - ur:e-=c~mg_-qc;iia:~~.Gove:=.!l:tient 

ci.?-~-~::·~.<?~-=-~!~E9'.1.9.=io-s~i?.E~-~ntJ~llY.::.o.::to::e.::tha"ll::i.t:s:nc:;v:::dobg::or.:the 

. ~·~.. -~ 
~: .; · ·~· :,, . / •... ,· 

Ca.mbodia.ns are more concerned over it than U.S. They 
do not sanction any VC/NVA presence. U.S. claims notwith­
standing, there ar~ no permanent Corn.rnu.1ist installations in 
Cambodia, and Communist groups which enter from time· to 
time are pushed out quickly. Cambodians are grateful for and 
use the iniormation we give them on Comrn:unist presence, but 
it would be a.n b.fringement of their sovereignty to report to 
us on results. The International Control Com.mission functions 
satisfactorily from the Cambodian point oi view. 

,·· . ..· 

;;·LCU-15· 77~~.-:-_T~i·s~olat±on-o~_Garnqqtj.i_~~~~~~~-~.i~l-.b.~hancileci 
; ..; 

~.acco~d~p.g-to~Ca;mbo·dian:1aw/ Payment of an indemnity for some 
border incident could lead to a release of the American soldiers . ; 

without loss ·of face by eithei- s.ide. . : . ·­
· .... ..:· .· · 

~ ;.··· · : 

~Border Declaration~Cam.bodiar;:s-:yeT.y.:"T.:l"t!Ch:-wa"l'it~t;:"'ar.d:l£:. 

. c_could-~be· foUqwed ·j~edi~tely-by::re·sto-:~tionor-d'ip"lomati'c:--.. . '.. ; ____. ._._ . . . 

t.Telations:~·Cambodians assume that our giving border dec­ : . 
laration would solve the problem of U. s. violations of Ca·mbo- . .. .. 

...,,,,.,....ciiai s border, for we would follow border guarantee by exer- !, ; :...-· 

cising effective control of our forces in the area. ·..~.h~·oa.~ 
. , , ..., ·..: 

,,.. cculci:-not-re-c·eive-:&la·cktrortha.t"'."Would-..be-i.:::-c-on-s"i-.stent-·w-ithr:is . . •:""' ... 

~?~·liq~~i~;:~:~.~~~~;:iii--e~ie-sent.at1vei70f~tmt~-ies~whi~h~ 
.'· :~ . 

.ii~·v.·e- ··~?.;i:~ia-:c:t(J.dlpg~a-r:a;J,lt-eed::.Carnb·o·di-a':-s::b-o~~~r-s-., · 

~-~cl~~_!:;or-th.-oL~ositiq_n~__wi_fi~-~.ecp.:.al..£ix..rr.u.L ....~, but :io 
· a.pparen_t results. "--= 
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Dcs?ite the u..'1.yielding position expressed by the Cambociia.=is in rega::.-d to 
Cornrnunist use of their soil, -~;i~c:~: s-t::ip~p:-ooaoly.-~.er:Lcd..:-;;0:.:undc·::..1Ltie=­

the _ g::-~vity:-,~v~th :.:whicr~wa:~vie·w:this is·sue:.:::iHowever, it is not clear that 
t~cy will -- or can -- do much about it. 

St:ite is ~xa.1ni::ii:-..·J·:a·:.-:c·cupla-:o:f:-:nev1 ·z..?p:;;.·:oz.che s :to:t-.. e :pra~lerr.· oi g e::tir:.3 
tha .eleve:l Am.er:.c.a:l.··soldie-rs·.:=~le~~~·~:-::.W e will co.:ne back to yci.l on 

this ·ii it .appears to have any pro.G".i.i.;;c. A State a.civisor acccm?anyi;ig 


i 

Black ma=ia.ged to 'visit t..11.e prisoners. Tl:,-~v-·a.re-ir.-.exc.e.ll.e:::.t-s:~a.ne·-a:::.d \ 
. -J-·-····--~ ·· - ····· ·- -- .. ---- ··-···· - -- -- ­

..g~-9.~-~P-~Fits_,_e_~~ .11~~~.a.~~.~-~d-.c_~gl.E_la-in--on:ly-:apout-bo.;:!:~ffi· ...~yitb:~ 

'their ·ro~tip.e of~·a.thli,tic·s=;;f;id~-stl±=.g::;::::::z . 


.. 
. F . 

v,}a,f.J,J;.ostow . , .·. '~· 

..> ~ , ·.,~i..~ I 

.·· · 

. ,'. :· 

. J 

. f 

·. " 

~ ~.·~ / 

.·_" 

-_ .. 

.:.. i . - .... . .,- ~ 

. ' ·..-. 
-·---~-----w • . - - ··. · -··-:---~---------:----:---------------......--------.;._---------··----­

· .. 
_. 




