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THOSE ATTENDING THE MEETING WERE: 
. ' .. ·~ .:. ~ .. 

The President 
Secretary Rusk 
Secretary Clifford UECIASSIFIID 
General Wheeler E.O. 12356. Sec. 3.4 
General Taylor , NlJ 8 7-.3 8 
Walt Rostow Bv -~ NARA.. Date 5-/9- ttj 
Tom Johnson 

General Taylor: This looks like a phony to me. 

The President: You fool the world with this. You do it with no conditions 
attached whatsoever. That old dog won't hunt. 

Secretary Rusk: Hanoi would surface this secret message on "without 
conditions" if we had to resume bombing. 

General Taylor: It's tricky. 

Secretary Clifford: Is it a condition? 

The President: Credibility would be a word of yesteryear if this 
happened. 

Secretary Clifford: We could say we can't go on with talks if they 
attacked cities or moved across the DMZ. 

If they are peaceful, we'll be peaceful. If they aren't we won't be either. 

Walt Rostow: Backgrounding would say they held their concept on 11 un­
conditional" we held our language in terms of facts of life. Plus we could 
say we gave Abrams standing orders. 

Secretary Clifford: What did the President get for halting the bombing7 
The Presence of the GVN at the negotiation table. 

Secretary Rusk: We could say you will have to wait a few days to see on 
the other things except the GVN at the table. 

The President: I don't believe we can sell it that way. 

Secretary Clifford: We proceed on the assumption they won't take 
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advantage of the cessation. ·we could say this would be our assumption. 

I would take out the words 11 without conditions. 11 This is a fallback position. 

General Wheeler: The escape hatch is 11 on the basis of our discussions." 
I agree with Clark, and Dean. I would not let negotiations fail on that point. 

General Abrams 1 executitft order could be printed on the front page of 
the Washington Post. 

If they come across the DMZ, he destroys them. 

If they use artillery, he attacks sites. 

A commander is always responsible for security of his troops. In 

instructions, reprisals are permitted. 


General Taylor: Hanoi will see this as a victory for them, not as a victory 

for us. 


The President: Read UPI Ticker item (UPI 61:12:09) Attachment A. 


The President: We won't sto. the bombing unless -- GVN is at the table, 

and they respect the DMZ anJ they won't sheell the cities. 


v 

You can't say I don't have conditions. I think they will do it just to make 
asses of us -- accept this -- then hit us -- and force us to resume the 
bombing. I think they are trying to use this to affect the election. 

We must have a reaons to believe the GVN will come in. While that is 
going on, they will respect the cities and the DMZ. 

Secretary Rusk: They said they could be at the meeting on November 2. 

We must stay with this if we go with it. Time is putting pres sure on them. 
Let's keep this language out. 

Secretary Clifford: If this deal goes through, could you have a cable 
from Harriman and Vance that: 

a. The GVN will be at the table 
b. That there is a chance for productive talks. 

We have told Hanoi if they shell the cities and take advantage of the DMZ, 
we must protect ourselves. They could say that on the basis of our discussions 
we believe this. 

I am not sure it is more than a hope. 
~:r.. !. 
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Seer etary Clifford: We misled the President on the 19th parallel. 

You aren't giving up much with the weather like this. 


Take out"without conditions. 11 What about Dean's suggestion of using 

"without preconditions. " 


Secretary Rusk: We lay out the three facts of life. They attack, we 

resume the bombing. 


What do we tell the leadership? 


The other side knows we won't keep bombing off if they attack. 


The President: I have had one of three conditions. 


Walt Rostow: We said to the Candidate.s: The facts of life are: 


1. GVN 

2. The Cities 

3. The DMZ 


The President: I am not sure Hanoi knows this. 


Walt Rostow: Cy said he had done it eight times. 


The President: Take out the condition stuff. 


Secretary Rusk: I would say that we do not recognize the NLF by just 

listing them. 

Secretary Clifford: I would not put in the line about recognition of the 

parties. 


Secretary Rusk: South Vietnam is concerned about our recognizing the NLF. 


The President: We imply recognition. 


We'll have a hard time explaining this between now and the election. 


Secretary Clifford: It's a test of good faith. 


The President: Reads UPI ticker on LeMay. (Attachment B) 


MEi-HNG-~~OTES COPYR~HTED 
Publicction Reqyires 


Penni..iett .f Cep,-right 

Hotdir.-W. The111ca1 Johnson 




' 4!: .. 

..;i." ,, 

~-· 



•' 



DECL\SSIFIED 
- ' -., (). . /' "\ f--::i_ ~(.,,'

A thonrv ·\, t-..J · T 	 · 
u 	 . ' 1 ~:, ) 

- r- - Inv 
0 
\L.., • NARA. Date -:- · , 1 

G· 
·- --- --~-~ /1.,v., -~~/.,, A£ c-. rf';;d 

d /77u?­

-

~c _· 




ME!T!fq6 t10iES coP:RIQHTw 

Poblic"'l;un R&qbtres 


Pmmission d C.. pynght 

Hoicjer: w. Thom'n Jehnson 




MEETlt~G r~e:res cePiRCGHTED 

Puohccfson Jteqtiiros 


pC$oA'tinie" ef Ce19y-r19ht 

Hoie&Fi Vv Ibomns lohnson 


MeE-TtN6 ~~OTES COP¥1ttGHTED r-"3 \ 
l'I bl' . D • L

'-1'LV 1cat1on "'~ttM ....­
~ gf C~pyrigM 

Hi5tdar.--\'¥.. Tho111os johnJ9.r, 



- -

MEE:rl~~o t40TES eo.., fUOHTEO 
~lieation Reqott~sht 

Pethiissroli of C... pfi '.9--. Hc'i...!o~r· w. 110111. ,, ...., . · -1 &11 'oanson 

----. --- . 



;.; •. .t... i1 · · ' • . :<-, Tf!~: COPYRIGHTED 

Puelicolion Fhneuires 


Permissio.1 of Copyright 

Hoei&i1r· W Tb;Mes joh"son 


i 

0 ~dle t-2 a/uJ-ct~14 ~~¢. 

r~1~~~ 
•·A/l ~~ 
~ 

Mtf:TING NOTES COPV"fSHT'ED 

Pttblieetion Aequire1 


Pet mi~ion ot Gtpyright

Ho"19r:-w. Thomas Jonnaon 




MffiH'IC ~IOTfS (09YAl6HTED 
Mt.ir;o•jan ae""ires 


P..ermis5i0fto-ei eopyrignt 

H~W. Ttioma: Jonnson 


AND 
l 

I 

- I~ f
i 

ec-f-- .J) In L 

AND 

vrni'-/- \5 ~\JL/1 c'1~ 

~ ~~ 

MfETl~•G ~'OTES COPYRIGHTED 
Ftiblieetion Reqcitrei-- L ~ 1 

~rmissieA ef CeP"Yright -
Hotder. W. Thomas :Johnson 



ME-E.Tlt~G ~•OTe5 cop~RIGHTED 
Pucl1cotion ~equare• L'_· ..., .--j

htmiHion of Copyrignt ~ 
Holder: W~joh~wn 





MEe.+m~IGHTED 
PubHEetiert Re~ires 


P~n,issiem of Copyright 

Ha-J.da1. W. ThornoJ Joh11son 


M L"- : . . (" t-IOTES CQPYRtGHTED i - ~ I I 
L ! ..:il'"'"'uli-.-• .1..111 Raq-wires 

~rmissieA ef Cv~yrignt 

HOtaar: VI. 1-ho1nEu Johnson 




---- --...... ··- ­

cc~ 

····· r~-. 

- --·--. --- -­ MEETING "10:Y:ES ce~ lt16HT!D 

~·hfration R!QUWM 


P'ii'rri1iuieA of Copj"right 

HOTdir: w. Thoma1 1ohn50n 




---

MEETING NOT!S COP'fftfGHTED 

Ptbl:carion ftuquires 


P~rm4ui~A ef Gep,right 

HOfaer: W. Themas JohMOn 


_=-F?o-sToLU • 
G) L} r1 

- ~-- - -- ~ ® J)rn2 ~ 

- ---r~ - a - -~~ 
-~~~. 

/.JJ-e s~ +-v c~ 
~ /1 . 

1· . ­ · 

--- - -·
-rCJ 
.VJ/(lt;J: 

' -· J I ·1 
~ I I .-4 

MEE-TING NeftS COPYRIGHTED 

Pt1blication Requiret 


P-ermlssion of Copyright 

Hofder:--W; --Thorfte.t./Johnson 




MEETING NOTES C . 
. PPubli¢ation l O~RIGHTEO 

. ermission F ~u1re1 ' 
.Hol•r: w, t~-- Copyright. nomas Johnson 

THE WH\TE HOUSE 

\JJ "\-\ 4 

C(Db'D P.,-\- T(.) e
AS 

be~v Je e_lec.\:tu ,, 
A ('€:_ _!-\ c 1 · t <''CJ 

___..- .L)··/:J it )j "·C:: .-. :_ 

C\ b{) v -\=n,·,J { \. 
I (1 

MEETING NO• · .. ~ - ._Publ . '.'..ISCOPYRIOHTE" 
,_. ~IOft Requlra ~ 

HOlder·1~1101t <>f Copyright 
.. W. Thotnos Jol\nson 



M:"' ~ G NOTES COPYRIGHTED 
e ·_ 


____Ce-- ~u~ trW 


l<lt ~ {Pr 


[f_3J 




SUN 
. 

0-W-~ 

/»-l h:t1:J ~: 


- 'I ,
( ! · .' .MEETlt>~G J-IQ:rES copyRIQHTED 


PubliEatieft R•-.wirea 

Pea mission of Cepyright 


HoiCr.r:--w. Tiu:= Johnaon 





