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American Embassy,
Habana, Cuba,
July 6, 1960.

SPERET - EYES ONLY

Dear Dick: .

The asylum of José Miré Cardona is, I think, very
good news from our point of view. Miré Cardona had a
couple of talks with President Dorticds last week. There
was complete disagreement on (a) the University situation
and (b) international relations. Miré Cardona was deeply
shocked by the President's pointsof view. (I do not know
why these should have come as a surprise to him, but
apparently they did.) Dortic6s told Miré that the Government
would probably find it necessary to ‘'intervene" the courts
in view of the failure of the courts to cooperate with INRA
and other revolutionary organisms. This information was
relayed to m¥ by Amoedo.,

According to Amoedo, Miro's final decision to take
asylum resulted from an attempt by the Government to
involve him in the University situation. e was called
on late on the afternoon of July 4 by a student group who
told him that Fidel Castro, DorticSs, Cubela and others
wanted him to be the man who would purify the faculties
in the University. He managed to defer a decision for
24 hours although the students were very insistent that
he make up his mind at once. Very early the next morning,

- acting by pre-arrangement with Amoedo, he achieved
asylum.

Amoedo thinks that Miré will be the next President
of Cuba and that the situation is deteriorating very rapidly
so far as Castro is concerned. I hope he is right, butl

am
The Honorable
Roy R. Rubottom, Jr.,
Assistant Secretary for Inter-American Affairs,
BRI Department of State,

; Washington, D. C. DPCLASSIFIED i
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am afraid Castro still has reserves in the form of more
or less disciplined and well-armed mobs. Also I have
not yet been impressed by the energy and courage oz
the organizational ability of opposition elements.

Sincerely yours,

Philip W. Bonsal
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American Embassy, ' i
Habana, Cuba, i
' July 6. 1960. :

s}sam' - EYES ONLY

Dear Dick:

I took Professor Roland T. Ely home to lunch with
me yesterday. Ely is the man who arranged for Fidel
Castro's appearance at Princeton a yea¥x, ago last April.
He has always had a great interest in Cuba and in
Latin American affairs generally. He has many Cuban _
relatives. He is on his way to Bueacs Aires where, 1 !
understand, he is to give some lectures on economic : ,
topics. He is not particularly well thought of by mem. , :
bers of my staff who have known him in the past. _ ]

]
I tend to consider him as a more or less well- !
mecaning person, something like Bill Barnes of Harvard.
He does apparently see a good many people of some
influence at home, but I expect you know more about )
that than I do. : ' ;

Ely, I think, just as Barnes did, fancies himself
as a diplomat and believes that perhaps he can do some-
thing to improve relations between Cuba and the United i
States. He came to my Fourth of July party and told 3
me that he had been seeing people high up in the Cuban ; :
Government. 1 asked him to lunch yesterday with the
following results.

Ely refused to give the names of the people whom
he saw since he had solemnly promised that he would not
do so. This made the conversation less interesting to me
than it might have been otherwise. He claimed that these

o people

The Honorable

"~ Roy R. Rubottom, Jr.,

- Assistant Secretary for Inter-American Affairs,

L ) : Department of State,

Washington, D. C.
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people are high up in the regime. He said that he posed the ;

~ problem of Cuban-American relations, and that they told v j
him that all could be settled if the United States could only :
3 : . agree to the following:

1. The United States should admit that the Cuban
revolution is here to stay and should make a public state-
, maent to that effect, which would have the result of dis-
couraging Carrillo and others from plotting against the
regime. "

2. The United States should admit that it is legitimate :
for Cubans to have objectives which are not reflected in the P
"American way of lifle;"_

. 3. The United Statea should tak€ no cconomic actions -
; because the Cuban|Government ha’.s’ ta.ken certain measures.

: Dr. Ely stated that after these threc points have been . : 4
accepted by us the Cubans would be delighted to negotiate ; :
with us on a bilateral basis. ‘ R

B
B Slieaia

1 gave Ely as much background on this whole situation 4 L »
as I could in the time available. .I: was not strongly impressed o ‘
with his ability to absorb the realities of this situation as ' i
we see them. I do think, however, that I discouraged him :
from the belief that he could be a successful intermediary , P
under present circumstances. I told him that the channel 'é
between the Embassy and the Foreign Office, as well as :

with other Ministries, is open and that if the Cubans kave
5 sy to us there is no reason why they should not

doso directly, o

)

By the way, Bill Barnes dropped in just before he ;
left last week. He is thoroughly convinced that the illusions f
which he had when he came down here have no foundation. ' ;

Sincerely yours, = = "
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American Embassy,
Habana, Cuba,
June 28, 1960.

T 5BCRET®T

Dear Dick:

1 had a talk with William Barnes, the Assistant
Dean of the Harvard Law School, yesterday. He and a
professor Manning of Yale came to lunch with me. I think
they are well-meaning but wholly uninformed about the
realities of the Cuban situation. I am hopeful that they
have learned a good deal about it, and that they will do
relatively little harm. Of course, Barnes has a very
high opinion of his diplomatic talents and of his ability
to succeed where the rest of us have failed,

Dihigo is playing this International Law Academy
thing in a very minor key, and there has been little or no
publicity about it. But, of course, if the Cuban Government
can get some of these professors, particularly those from
the United States, to say some kind words about the Cuban

revolution and some unkind words about the State Department

they will be delighted.

Sincerely yours,

Philip W. Bonsal

The Honorable
Roy R. Rubottom, Jr.,
Assistant Secretary for Inter-American Afffirs,
Department of State, )
Washington, D. C.
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SENT TO Secstate WASHINGTON - PRIORITY
LIMIT DISTRIBUTION :
this afternoon :
I had telephone calyfrom William Barnes, Asaistant Dean
Harvard Law School, Cambridge, Mass, asking my view regarding

proposed meeting of International Law Academy at Habana scheduled

for June 22. Ernesto Dihigo, former Cuban Ambassador in Washington,

American

is interested. Idei apparently is for a number of distinguished lawyers

to proceed with Barnes to Habana for this meeting. I told Barnes

by telephone that conditions here had changed considerably as

he would realize from reading papers and that I would convey

views to him through Department. Suggest that Department telephone
Barnes telling him that.whﬂe'under normal circumsta.nces’ presence
in Habana of distinguished American lawyers under his sponsorship

/%MR‘SEM%%M&VQ. probability is, under conditions prevailing

here, GOC would-exploit fact of this meeting for its own purposes ‘even through

-organization é’ private :
in view relations between our two governments, particularly since

Dorticos tour and recent Castro tiradea.x I believe he will agree that
he and his group should suspend trip to Cuba for present. Emphasize

undesirability my advice this respect being publicized and stress
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my appreciation Barnes' constructive interest in inter-American

relations. I have not discussed this with Dihigo. |
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WASHINGTON 15, D, C.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

“"f‘.::‘;';'éi";f:;“‘o";“;?f':" \/{%/ //é,7 Q//M L /I/W] (; //@L

June 20, 1960
CMRASSY OF Tiad Uidticw Siinde-

OF AMERICA,
AIR MAIL HABANA
—CONFEIRNIIAL | JUNZ 31960,
' i
Dear Phils '

I was interested in the comments in your letter of June 2
concerning the invitation that Mrs. Lord received to visit Habana
in the near future. 1 agree with your estimate of Mrs. Lord's
intelligence, discretion and good will, When Mrs. Lord called
on me recently she told me about the invitation. She was doubtful
that it was timely for her to go to Cuba. I agreed and suggested
that she find an excuse to stay away at this time.

Since receiving your letter we have checked with the interested
people and have been informed that Mrs. Lard has already declined
the invitation. I believe this was the proper decision, since
I believe that the disadvantages of a trip of this kind would
probably ocutweigh the advantages at the present time,

Sincerely yours,

LY

" R. R. Rubottom, Jr.
Assistant Secretary

The Honorable
Philip W. Bonsal,
American Ambassador,
Habana.

__ CONFIDENTIAL
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American Embassy,
Habana, Cuba,
June 2, 1960.

CONFIDENTIAL

Dear Dick:

It has been suggested to me that it might be desirable
for Mary Lord (Mrs. Oswald B. Lord) to visit Habana in the
‘mear future. She has an invitation from Mrs. Gilbert Smith,
a prominent member of the American colony and a person
who is very active in all sorts of good causes. The idea
would be that Mary would make an informal visit here and
would get in touch with a number of people who could tell
her about the present state of human rights, including the
rights of political prisoners,in Cuba. and might perhaps
thereafter be able to play a useful role in telling the truth
about Cuba.

1 must say that the idea rather appeals to me but I do J

‘not wish to give it even my unofficial blessing without checking

with you. You may wish to have Francis Wilcox or some of his ;

people consulted, as well perhaps, on an informal and very .
discreet basis, Ambassador Lodge. I have a very high opinion \

of Mary Lord's intelligence, discretion, and good will, l

Sincerely yours, ‘ \

Philip W. Bonsal

The Honorable ) :
Roy R. Rubottom, Jr., ' /
Assistant Secretary for Inter-American Affairs,
Department of State,
Washington, D. C,
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American Embassy,
Habana, Cuba,
June 20, 1960.

SEGRET - EYES ONLY

. Dear Dick:

Alfonso Santa Cruz came to see me today. He igs a
Chilean who represents the Economic Commission for
Latin America (ECLA or CEPAL) in Mexico City. His

 brother is Hernan Santa Cruz who is connected with the
Food and Agriculture Cfganization of the UN.

Santa Cruz is spending a very few days here looking
into the work of the ECLA men who were sent here to assist
Botiin the Ministry of Econcmy. He said he had just been
having lunch with Boti. The laticer had told him that the
Cuban Government is disposed to negotiate with us on all
nending points but that we should make a categorical
statement to the effect that we would not invade Cuba
militarily. 1 gave Santa Cruz as many of the facts of life
as I could in the brief time at our disposal. I told him that
since these ECLA people hzd been sent here a very radical
change had taken place in the orientation and policies of
the Cuban Government. I caid that in its dealings with the
United States the Cuban Governrcent has shown profound
hostility, expressed in the most cynical and unscrupulous
terms. I told him that there was ro difference between
the treatment of the United States by the Communist daily
here, by Revolucién, and by Pravda. I said that increasing
numbers of Cubans were convinced of the Communist
orientation of the regime in domestic matters. I asked
him if he had heard Guevara's speech on June 18, He said
that he had.

1 think
The Honorable
Roy R. Rubottom, Jr.,
Assgistant Secrctary for Inter-American Affairs,
. Department of State,
T e Washingtca, D. C.
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I think Santa Cruz was quite impressed by what I
told him. He said that he was aware of my sound,
generally liberal outlook, and of the policies which I
had favored and worked for in Bolivia., He will, 1 think,
convey to Prebisch, whom he is meeting in New York,
my very strong views on the present orientation of the
Government to which I am accredited. 1 do not see any
point in pulling any punches on this at this very late date.

Sincerely yours,

/

Philip W, Bonsal

RET - EYES ONLY
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Axe rican Embassy,
fiabana, Cuba’
Jdne 20, 1960.

BICRET
Dear Dick:

I have just had a call from Tex Brewer of ESSC.
He states that neither his company nor Shell nor Texas has
bhad any reply to their letters to Ché€ Guevara declining
the offer of Russian crude. There have, of course, been
threatening statements by Castro, Guevara and others on
the subject. Undoubtedly the Cubans are engaged in ex-
ploring the question of alternative sources and in making
action plans based on their findings.

Tex tells me that by the end of the month, the American
personnel of his company will be reduced to two individuals,
He anticipates that the Government may issue a law making
it 2 criminal offense for an oil company to refuse to refine

I T T AT
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cruis offered by the Government. In this case, the Ameri-

- ecns will be removed, and the Cuban employees left in

charge will comply with the law. However, at the same time,
'the companies will shut off crude from traditional sources, thus
bringing about a serious crisis, and making it essential for

the Government to find large amounts of additional crude from
Russian or other sources. (As I understand if, the currently
acquired Russian crude for the last half of this calendar year
amounts to 900, 600 tons and the talance which wzuld have

been supplied by the companics, in the event they accepted

the Russian crude, would have beca 1,100, 000 tons. )

There are rumors herc to the effect that Shell may be
thinking of breaking the unitcd front of the companies. Brewer
discounts these rumors and co ¢o I. 1 have seen thz Shell
Manager within the last couple of days. On the othecr Land,

Shell

The Honorable.

cmmmeim oo ROY-Rea Rubottom, Jr.,
,\v - {M,‘ RO P ‘“Assistant Secretary for Inter-American Affzirs,
L Department of State,

R -,m..___‘ __SECRET E.O. 13292, Sec. 34
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Shell is in a more vulnerable position with the Cuban
Covernment than are the American companies, according
to Brewer. It is therefore possibls that the Government
may resolve this gituaticn by intervening Shell, in which
case, Brewer tells me, the other companies would cut off
traditional supplies. Brewer is quite pleased with the
“h$ost recent Venezuelan reaction (Perez Alfonso's state-
ment last week). Brewer thinks that the crisis will
develop in the first 10 or 15 days of July.

I assume that we 2re in close touch with the Dritish
Covernment and that you will keep me informed of develop-
ments which come to the Department's attention from
British or from oil company sources as well as from other
circles.

Sincerely yours,

Philip W, Bonsal

PWBonsalivk = SEGRET
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American Embaesy,
Habana, Cuba,
June 18, 1960,

~SECRET

Dear Dick:

On the Italian arms dzil, my understanding is that
the Cuban Government did succecd in blackmailing the

Italians on the Barletta matter, and that they got 12
105 Howitzers in return for Barlstta's release. My Italian

colleague tells me that all this was fully communicated to
the Department and discussed by Ambassador Brosio. 1
have had no information on any such discussions. I told
the Italian Ambassador, Livio Theodoli, that I thought

it was extremely regrettable that these Howitzers had
been released. I asked him when they would arrive here.

He does not know,
Sincerely yours, oA

Philip W, Bonsal

The Honorable

Roy R. Rubdottom, Jr.,
Assistant Secretary for Inter-American Affairs,

Department of State,
W“Mngton. Do C-
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‘American Embassy, —
Habana, Cuba,
June 13, 1960.

~SONEIDENTIAL

Dear Dick:

I have just been lunching with my good friend
Virgilio Chiriboga, the Ecuadorian Ambassador here.
He is planning to return to Ecuador for a visit of some
six weeks. Iie should be arriving in Quito about June 23.
The principal purpose of his trip is to brief President-
elect Velasco Ibarra about the Cuban situation.

Chiriboga has been here for about four years. He
is one of my most valued colleagues. He ig a good friend
of the United States. He is fully oware of the threat to the
ertire Western positian imgplicit in what is going on here. :
He is very hopeful that the attitude of Velasco Ibarra and: a
his Government will be constiructive from our point of view.
He himself intends to make an all-out effort to that end.

I am sending a copy cf this letter to Chris Ravndal
so that, if he has an opportunity, ke can keep in touch with
Chiriboga (a cousin of the Washington Chiriboga) and feed
him any available new information which may develop cn
happeaings in Cuba, and our reaction to them, during
Chiribogl’l M}' in Quito.

Sincerely yours,

Prilip W. Bonsal
¢c: Amb, Ravndal

The Honozrable
Roy R. Rubottom, Jr.,
Assistant Secretary for Inter-American Affairs,
Department of State,
Washington, D. C.

- v
3 L3
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American Embassy,
Habana, Cuba,
June 18, 1960.

CcO NTIAL

—

Dear Dick:

I refer to my letter of June 13 regarding the plan
of my Ecuadorian colleague, Virgilio Chiriboga, to
*» visit his country next month. He has now canceled
that plan. 1 gather that some friends have told him
that it would not look well for him to go back at thia
at this time; it would be considered an attempt to
insure his pogition with the new regime. He, therefore,
does not plantd make this trip until after the inaugura-
tion of Velasco Ibarra on September l.

However, Chiriboga is planning to visit the
United States and will probably be in Washington some
time in the next ten days or two weeks., He will be
staying at the Alban Towers. I will advise Bob Stevenson
of his exact plans by telegram. 1 think it would bo useful
for some of you in Washington to talk to him. He would,
I gather, prefer not to go to the Department but perhaps
something could be worked cut in somebody's home.

Sincerely yours,

Philip W. Bonsal

cc: Ambassador Ravndal
The Honorable
Roy R. Rubottom, Jr.,
Assistant Secreotary for Inter-American Affairs,
Department of State, .
Washington, D. C.

MR XY

] DECLASSIFIED ‘
PV Bonsalivk M : E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.4

ByrA/ 0., NARA, Dateﬂb__‘f_x}

S .v - . mwﬁﬁ%ﬁ%m@ﬁ@y . .:.,*.'w... P —— _. I , .

€




. SO

;o A ke e s o

e s e

-

> "ADORESS GFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO This document consists of
THE SECRETARY OF STATK No/ o Copi:s, Seriesp.a. gﬁes- .
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON . /GAMM .
fon pesm éf23
a6ay UF Tid Uniio e’ 13, 1960 LE..
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HABANA
S - EYES ONLY JUN2 31960

Dear Phil:

This 1s in reply to your letters of May 19, May 31, June 3 and June 6.
With respect to the word you received from Dr. Wendell S. Dove, who in all
honesty I do not recall, I think you are on sound ground in thinking it
not worthwhile to try to do anything about the episode he described. I
can imagine how such news makes you feel but, even assuming the complete
authenticity of the report, you are capable of lifting yourself above that
kind of talk. This will give you no satisfaction, I fully realize, since
I have gone through some of the same experience.

My bour of meeting with Pujol on Saturday was very interesting. He
is an articulate person with a ring of genuineness which should be heard
by many of our Latin American friends. He had already been in touch with
a few of the Cuban dissidents in the Florida ares and was expecting to see
some more in New York. He is convinced that Cuba is under commnist
domination. It was reassuring to hear him say that our policy up until now
had been correct and to add his belief that no one with a touch of the
Batista brush on him should participate in the "new Cuba".

I am shocked that your Latin American colleegues have heard nothing
about the Dorticos visit except the Prensa Latina line which has done a
complete brainwashing of the Cuban public. You are dead right in taking a
pessimigtic line with Miré Cardona. If Castro had ever considered shifting
his policy lines, he has obviously given up such an idea. The rantings of
the past few days have reached a new high in stridency and a new low in
vilification of the United States.

With respect to your talk with Tex Brewer I can well understand how
you felt on learning what had transpired here. You are correct in assuming
that the course of action had been laid out before you received the text
of the Aide Memoire, and I do not challenge at all your modest suggestion
that the Embassy might have helped in drafting the paper.

Actually,
The Honorsable
Philip W. Bonsal,
American Ambassador,
Habana.
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Actually, the die was cast at the meeting in Secretary Anderson's

% office on June 3. Tom Mann had returned from Mexico that weekend and went
{ into the meeting completely cold. I knew about the meeting only because

i Tom was good enough to call me a few minutes before he departed for it,

\ and we did try to come up with & common line. Once the Anderson statement
i had been made, and the companies had agreed not to go along with the

, processing of Rusgsian crude, we had to determine the best way to deal with
! a situation which would soon be de hecho.

; Here my own views largely prevailed. Rather than react to the Cuban

. blast, which had to be expected, when the government lesrned of the oil
companies' decision, I thought we ought to have a backdrop covering the ,
whole gamut of our relations with Cuba so that the oil companies’ decision
would come into better perspective. The statement was designed to serve
as a backdrop and concomitantly to take the offensive in the light of
Dorticos' disgraceful attacks on us in his first 3 stops. I also tI _1t

i that it would be helpful to us in the 81l out effort we are having to make
i to get the Administration's version of the sugar bill, or at least a

g satisfactory compromise with the Cooley version. In this regard, I was

{ glad to have your analysis on page 4 zbout some of the possible advantages
| that might flow from the decision that was taken. Incidentally, that decision
. was thoroughly ironed out with the Justice Department (Anti-Trust @ivision)
' and our own legal Adviser. '

H

i

§ Of course, we want the Embassy's advice on Cuban policy and we undertake

\to obtain it wherever possible. You struck a particularly sensitive point
with me in the final paragraph of your June 6 letter. The safety of
‘Americans in Cuba practically never cludes my mind and conscience. While

\I thought that we could take the calculated rigk that this decision involved,
it was obvious that the Texas Company wanted to cut its own dependents down to
he ebsolute minimum, and Esso has already been doing that. 1In fact, any
‘Ererican enterprise in Cuba should be quietly taking similar steps, it seems

t(kme.
Wishing you all the best,

Sincerely,

T Rn, R. RUbOttom, JI‘.
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American Embassy,
Habana, Cuba,
June 11, 1960.

OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Roy Rt Rubottom, Jr.,

Dear Dick:

Under present circumstances, I do not centemplate
giving the usual Fourth of July reception for Cuban offi-
cials, the Diplomatic Corps, etc. I will probably confine
myself to a reception for the leading Amencans in Cuba
but even that is not firm yet.

I will have to appear at the July fourth breakfast of
the American Club and will be called upon for some re-
marks. I am working on this matter and will be in touch

with you later.

Sincerely yours,

Philip W. Bonsal

Assistant Secretary for Inter-American Affairs,
Department of State,
Washington, D. C.

PW3onsalivk OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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American Embassy, B
Habana, Cuba, ~~ -
~ June 10, 1960.
OFFICIAL-INFORMAL
Dear Dick:

1 received your official-informal secret letter of

June Jjon June 9. Iam in the fullest agreement as to the
importance of the effort and will be glad to cooperate to the
extent possible. I am sure that you agree that this type of
infcrmation channeled through respectable Cuban sources
or respectable Latin American sources is apt to be most
effective--much more so than if it comes from United States
. gources, even unofficial. '

I believe that the WRUL pro;::ms with Varga.s Gomez,
Tony Varona and others are being u. cful, I it were possible
to have these programs reproduced 2ad circulated here on a
chndutmc hand-to-hand basis, this would be most valuable.

Sincerely yours,

/uf}

Fhilip W. Bonsal

The Honorable
RopR. Rubottom, Jr.,
Assistant Secretary for Inter-American Affain.

Department of State,
' ~-Washington, D. C,
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ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO
THE SECRETARY OF STATE _

WASHINGTON 23, D. C.

C-

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON

This document conzicts of _£_. pages
Mo £ 0i & Copics, Cerle s..-../i__",

a&\m
June 1, 1960 <?1ﬁ)ﬁ$ﬂxA

OFFICIAL INFORMAL
SEERET— r 0 (o %
2¢ ° ol / &?

Dear Phils

Our discussions about Cuba with the Secretary, Livie Merchant,
and others--as well as the NSC discussions of the situation there-=
have made clear the firm decision of the Government to do everything
possible to get the true, discrediting facts about the Castro regime
into public information media in the other American Republics as well
as to Latin American governments.

Underlying this concept is the belief that the wire services do
not report on Cuban developments with sufficient depth and with
sufficient creditability to influence Latin Aflerican opinion to the
extent necessary and that an under-staffed diplomatic representation
of Latin American countries in Habana also cannot be counted on to
get the full story to their own governments. It is, therefore,
essential that the United States, using the utmost discretion, play
an active role in getting the facts to the rest of the hemisphere;
otherwise we cannot expect the other American Republics to see the
situation in the same light as we do.

As I believe you are aware, we long ago established a Task Force
vhich has the primary task of coordinating the dissemination of un-
attributed information between the Department, the USIA, and another
agenCy of the Government. IB addition, we have now established
within ARA a small section under Harry Sylvester (who succeeded Dick
Cushing) to prepare and disseminate material on an unattributed basis

through

The Honorable
Philip W. Bonsal,
American Ambassador,
Habana.
32—
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through these channels on a daily basis. To date the efforts of the
various agencies have, in my opinion, made an important contribution
to the increasing realization in Latin America of what is actually
going on in Cuba. We are generally satisfied with the trend of the
public and governmental opinion in the area, but believe that this
effort must be further accelerated if we are effectively to isolate
Castro and to neutralize and counter the extensive propaganda effort
which he, and the Communists on his behalf, are mounting everywhere.
Perhaps the most important remaining task in this field is to dis=
solve or at least dilute the remaining pro-Castro sentiment among

. such groups as students and labor leaders. It is apprehension about
the reaction of these pro-Castro elements that more than anything else
inhibits governments from taking a more forceful anti-Castro line.

Your Embassy is expected to play an important role in this effort,
especially by making available an adequate amount of information of
low enough security classification to be used in unattributed ways.
The Embassy has sent in many valuable reports which, however, are of
such high classification that they cannot readily be used for this
purpose. We also need, on a daily basis, usable information--
including human interest material--which will illustrate what is
actually going on in the universities, the militarization of labor,
the cost of living, arrests, and violations of human rights, etc.

I would be grateful if you would take personal charge of this
effort and assure that we have the material that we need to carry
forward this part of our work, which I believe to be indispensable
if we are to have the support of the American Republics in our policy.
We have spoken here with the representatives of USIA and of the other
agencies, and I am sure that you will find them more than willing to
have their representatives play a full role in the project.

Sincerely yours,

R. R. Rubottom, Jr.
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Moy 23, 1963,
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Dear Dick:

José Mird Cardona, the Cuhan Ambacssador desipnate
to Washington, lunched with me oa Saturday; the 2lst. We
tware togethar for about three hours. The conversation
wag ¢ordial and I hope conciructive.

Mird Cardona made 2 poiz: of the fact that he weuld
ot have accapted the appointmaont to Washington unless he
diought he could malke a ezl contribution to the improve- -
cnont in relations. . He referred ¢o his own convictions, which

© Lz Sescribed as Catholic, lemoccictic, and, in general, nro-
Tnited Etates. | ' :

o

cr we had finizhed with the preliminary platic fos,
 2ivd Cardona as full a doseriplion of the curse.id
Lic of United States-Cubar valotions as I conld. I do-

ribed our early sympatly wilk the revolution, cur aliz=ipte
s3:23xlish @ basia for coojeralica with Castro and his voge-
-3 the malevolent znd oficn eynical attitude of Taszility
slopind toward the United Ltat-~+ by Chatro and his 1o iny
Zsllewers. I deseribed pooiicui-vly cuch incidents ai iic
Zias Lanz leaflet raid of lust O cher apd Castrols acoo e
tisuo in connection with La Covbre. 1 zlso dwelt on the uce
vAdich has beon made of *Eﬁzgmﬁﬁy identification notice
- siander and to vilify (ko Dmbassy, car Government and
cynuif, 1 said that I koew that this 1acier action had been
tolien with Castro's ovwi &pproval.

(2]
“l

Tl

I then

. The Honorable :
F.oy Re Rubettor, Jz.,

5 C.
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I then described to Mix§ Crrdona our current trade -
relations. I recalled that wo had Leoen willing last summer
to ensage in toxiff negotierions and that we had indicated a
constructive understanding of the Cuban deszirve to use their
tariff for a stimulation of industrialization and the diversi-
fication of agricultural production in Cuba with the object
of ~reducing the high leveal of unemployment here. 1 stated
that these negotiations had teen dropped because the Cuban
Goverament eventually decided to proceed on a unilateral
bzgig to curtaili imports {rom the United States by means
cf exchange taxes and also to take other steps which have
had the result of diverting imports from the United States.
to other ceuntries. including countries behind the Iron
‘Curtain.. I told him that I was not raising the right of the
‘Cuban Government to take those steps, although I regretted
“thot they were being taken unilaterally and generally in
_-an atmosphere of hostility toward us. I tcld him that
‘the trade relationship between our two countries was being
ceriously altered by these actions. Hetretofore, the two
‘countrios have enjoyed a preferential relationship under
~viiich Cubs gets a market in the United States for 2 con. -
‘ziderablé amount of sugar ot a price well above the

world market. In return the United States enjoys certain

pa cferantial duties in Cuba for American exports. The

clationship is a reciprocal one which is now being destroyed’

vby unilateral Cuban action. I said that if the process con-
‘tinues, I could envisage the possibility of our having to
rocognizne that the old prefcrential relationship no longer
-guziets and that we would have to request that the Cubans

give us most favored nation treatment. Under this, we
would agree to buy a certain amount of sugar from Cuba
_at the world price and, in turn, Cuba would accept payracnt
for 80 per cent of the value of this sugar in American goods.
. Those are the Russian termms of irade. I made clear, of course,
that I was not talking of any official or imminent position, but
- was trying to give him an idea of the way we were traveling,

I then took up with Dz. Mi:8 Cardona the problem
created by the Agrarian Roform law. I described the
presentation which we have made on this subject. - 1 told
him that our communications to the Cuban Government

- _ regarding
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regarding numerous cages, in which our citizens had been

- despoiled without even the protection of Cuban law, had

beoen practically disregarded. I sircseged our view as to

ihe treatment which our nntionals should receive. Inmy

next talk with Miré Cardoza I will go over these yuestions
in considerably more detail.

1 then reverted to the highly unfavorable atmospla re
created by the Cuban Government's constart tharping: on the
therae of imminent aggression from the United States. 1
gaid that I did not seé how Cuban-American relations could
be normalized if the Cuban Government's propaganda
policy toward us, as expressed through its IP&dezs and
through its diplomatic representatives in many countries,

"ag well ag through the Government-financed press and
- radio, continued to reflect hostility through unscmpulous

and’ cyaical calumny and alanéer. _

Dr. Miré Cardona was sorewhat taken a‘bamc by
the picture which I painted for him. He said that he hoped
see Dy, Castro in the near future in order to discuss
his rniscion to Waskington, - He attempted in some measure:
to excuse some of the Government's excesses by allusicns

- to the fact of the revolution and also to such things as
. legal plane flighte and the activities of the notorious

Senate Subcommittee. He sald that these facts ha.d caused
aarious dismrbance among the Culban people.

Miré Cardona agreed, howover, that an improvement -
in Cuban-American relations ¢ould hardly be expectad age.mst
the present backdrop of anti-United States propaganda on "

~ the part of Cuba, Iie said that he would talk very seriously

-

to Dri Castro on this subject, 2nd that he would endeavor to

~ obtain some definite cozmmtmcuts prioz to hia departuse. ,

1 am frankly keeping my fingers crossed about Mird's
real attitude and the extert to which he may be expected to
play a courageous role. I jntend to continue meeting with
khim from time to time, He is a good deal more pleasant.
to talk with than the other people in the Covernment. I
doubt whether he will proceed to Washington before Dorticds!
retunn from his South American trip on June 14, but I have
ne* defmite information. :

Roa and Miré are definitoly not friends. In fact, if

‘' Miré's views are as stated by 2im, I do not gee how he

SDCRET - EYES ONLY = ©@B
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can work for this government; but we live in an age of
miracles! ‘

Incidentally, Mird is a bittzr ensmy of Waldo Medina,
the vecently deposed head of the lagal department of INRA,
‘This is all to the good. ' :

Sinccrely yours,

Phﬂip V. Bons_.ﬂ

: cn-azil:vk |

o
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Amarican Embassy, |
Habana, Culba,

m 25 ﬁ'i

Doar Dick:

This will supplernent the lotter in which I gave Ambagga~
dor Amoedo'’s account cf the dinnzr which he, his Brazilian
cclleague, and Guillermo Alonso Pajol ha.d with former
Pracident Prioc.

Puajol has just lunched with me. He was loud in his
priise of the way in which the Brazilian Ambassador
particularly expounded tha doctrine of the Inter-American
System, the Commurnist menace, and the need for good
velztions between Cuba and the United States againsta
Lackground of the course Lzing taken by the present Cubaan
- Covernment. Pujol says, however, that the only commit.
maont which Prio made was that he would have 2 talk with
Costro prior to his (Prio's) forthcoming trip to Hawaii and
Jzzur, and that in the couzse of the trip he would refrain = L,
frora making pro-Castre cirtersznts as he has done in the .
vast. Pujol himself is leaving here next Wednesday, Juns 1. T
He iztcnds to spend a few days in Palm Beach and will then
g0 to New York and Washir ;ton: When in Wasghington he
will trytocall on you. I recozirhend that you see him if
vou possibly can. He is 2 formar Senator and was Prio's
Viez President. He is now 51 yours old and in precaricus
~ hexlth, He regards himsclf as zn elder statesman.

Pujol asked why we cre no: doing more in Cuba to
T counteract the warped vercion of the Cuban-American
S hkiztory which the Government is putting out. I told him

The Honorable
Roy R. Rubottom, J:., B
Assistant Scer-tary for Inter-American Afizirs,
' Depar'tmb-ht of Ciate,
S.&iﬂauuu, D, C.
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.at perhaps we should b doing sorzething in this line but
. tiot1 thought the truth about Cuban-American rolations
was primarily a Cuban protlem. Tiow long, I asked him,

will the Cubans permit theix live statzsmen and the fathers
and grandfathers of those sinidsmen to be presented to
Cubzan public opirion ae traitore Lriba ¢takers, tools of
irnzerialism, and, in generval, "vende.patrias"? The
corraction of the present c‘..mnazfn of falsehood is a Cdb“
respon»zbihty go far as Cuba iz concerned.

Since my lunch with Fuajol, I am a little more pessi-
mistic about the dynamics of the formation of a bread anti.
tstro frond than I was, alt?.mu:;h Pujol assures mo thata
great deal of work is being cone in this direction. He ia
a.-:ncularly anxious to get the church into the picture.

1 heve suggested that ke {allc with the Nuncio and he has

asreed to do so. He mizht also sze Tardini in Rome

1::*:0* on in the summer. ould it be helpful for him to
2 Cicogna.ni in Washington?

Sincercly yours,

Philip W, Bonsal:

PV Bensalivix - i
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accepting the decision or of assuming full responsibility for
the operation of the refineries and for the procuring of the
necessary crude from Russian or other available sources.

Brewer added, however, that the Shell position is
still being discussed at high levels in London with the British
Government presumably involved. It is hoped that a reply
from London will be received on Monday, June 6. In the
event that Shell goes along with the refusal to refine Russian
crude, the three companies will communicate their decision
to the Cuban Government on that same day. If Shell does
not go along with the refusal, it will then be necessary to
reconsider the whole matter and Brewer will probably go
to New York for the purpose.

Brewer showed me a draft of the letter which his
¢ ompany plans to send to Ché Guevara in the event refusal
to refine Russian crude is agreed upon by all three companies.:
It is a well drafted, courteous document stressing that ESSO
has been in Cuba 78 years, that it has its traditional sources
of petroleum in Venezuela, that it has been most cooperative
in extending dollar credits for crude imports in the current
exchange crisis and that it respectfully refuses to refine
the Soviet crude offered by the Cuban Government.

Brewer, Morrison and I discussed briefly the situa-
tion as it may develop if the refusal is made. The Government
will no doubt treat it as a serious challenge and a test of its
strength as indeed it will be. Drastic measures can be
anticipated since in the present temper of the Government
there will be no moderating voices heard. I think the com-
panies will be intervened and that the Government will make
every effort to increase shipments of Russian crude. These
are currently estimated at some 900, 000 tons from June 1
to December 3l of this year, or about 45 per cent of the
estimated refinery runs for the period. The Government
will have to find 1,100, 000 tons of crude from Russian and
independent sources to make up for the lack of crude which
the companies are supposed to furnish. The evidence on
whether this can be done is conflicting, Normal stocks of

crude
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Dear Dick:

I have just been to a lunch given by my Salvadoran . v :
colleague (Rafael Eguizabal) at which the Panamanian, . ‘ 3
Costa Rican and Honduran Ambassadors, as well as José ' v
Miré Cardona, were also present. Miré Cardona has no ;
plans as yet to proceed to Washington. He states that he §
is awaiting the return of President Dorticés before he makes i
any plans., (By the way, I gather from various sources that : S
Roa is supposed to be definitely on the skids; Miré Cardona ]
tells me that Boti is thoroughly reorganizing the Ministry. )

In the course of the general conversation, one of
my colleagues remarked that he was much encouraged by

R the moderation with which DorticSs had been expressing
B himseclf, and that he thought that evidently the talks which
SR Dorticés has been having with the Presidents of Argentina
S and Brazil have produced a calming effect. I said thatl
A hoped that Prensa Latina was giving, in accordance with

its regular line, an exaggerated view of what Dorticés has
been saying but 1 could certainly not find any grounds for
optimism in the reports which I had seen.

e W o Do e e A e B s L S sty s e L

At a later point in the lunch, I told Miré that 1
continue extremely pessimistic in the light of the hostility
and cynicism shown by Cuban leaders and the Government o
press toward the United States. He reiterated that he was i

W

going
The Honorable -
Roy R. Rubottom, Jr.
Asgsistant Secrctary .. Inter-American Affairs,
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going to try hard to change the situation and intimated that

he would not go to Washington unless he thought he had
some chance of doing so after having diecussed matters
with Castro and Dorticés. I wonder.

I did not hesitate in the presence of Miré Cardona
and of my Central American colleagues to express myself
in a most straightforward fashion regarding the current
state of Cuban-American relations both political and
economic. These people are, I am afraid, trying hard -
to delude themselves into the notion that a few amiable
‘words or perhaps even the failure to give ¥ent td thether
customary slander and insult would be an indicationm of -

a veal improvement In the situa.tion.

I was told by the Honduran Ambassador (Fra.ncis‘cc o

Aleman), whom I drove home, that while I was absent
answering a telephone call, Miré had said that, based
on his own intimate knowledge of Fidel Gstro who was
his pupil in law school days, he believes that Fidel

may be about to make a considerable and favorable shift
in his policy line. I do not know what this can be baud
on. I know that Mir6 has not yet seen Cutro.

Sincerely yours,
Philip W. Bonsal

PWEBonsalivk
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n.gxerican Embassy,
Habana, Cuba,
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Cear Dick:

Guillermo Alonso Pujol cizpects to arrive in
Washington on Juns 3 or June 8 zad will be staying
either at the Mayflower or the 7 >-cham, I believe that
itwonldhoworthwhﬂaforyouto talk to him. He is,

- after all, a former Senator and Vice President of Cuba.
- He is certainly an intelligent ma:: and, by and Jarge,
a friend of ours. :

Pujol is very discouraged about former President
Prio's antics. As you know, Prio appeared with Fidel
zstro at & memorial celebration on May 28 and zlso
~de a statement digacscciating himself from Touv
“rona.'s recent Caracas ctatement. Apparently 5 1301
< .2 others have been workirg on Prio in order to make
o see that it is his duty o dirassociate himself frocm
iz Castro regime, . Thc - 2ave not been nearly as success-
ZL. as they at one time < ..:7ht.

Ay
| 3

Pujol is also very dissatizfied with Mix$ Cardona's
~ving accepted the Embassy in Washington. I thinks that
..izé has destroyed his prestigz and rcputat.,L Ly doing
tiis,

Pujol is highly critical of the attitude of the other
American republics with regard to the Cuban regime. Huz
" thinks, and I agree with him, that they are being very
. shortsighted in appeasing their ::iremist elements by

- _ - playing

The Honorable
Roy R. Rubottom, Jr., .
Assistant Secretay  for Inter-Americzn 47 ..r8,
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playing up to Dorticos and Roa. He is also very ckeptical
about the role which the OAS may be able to play in t{hiz
picture. He is going to Palm Beach to talk to Justo Ca:zillc
and other Cubans who are there and hopes to sce 2 numtcr
of Latin American diplon:atg in Washington.

As you probably know, former President Pric
is supposed to go to San Francisco and Honolulu about
June 15, His eventual destination is Japan. Pujol thinks
that Prio is motivated f{irst by the pressures and flatter-
which Castro brings to bear on himj second, by a corta.u
nostility toward the United Staiee; and, third, by hie bl
that American diplomacy iz nct being sueccescful in the cold
war throughout the world. I myself believe that Prio's
perincipal motivations are perconal and opportunistic. -.
ke ever thinks that Castro is ycally losing ground, .- 11
come out against him, but not Lefore.

Sincerely yours,

Phiiip W. Bonsal

£.8. If you agree, you might za;k Bob Stevenson to get

in touch with Pujol and arran; s {or him perhaps to come
to see you at your house before dinrer.on some convenient
day. =~ '

PWB
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American Embassy,
Habana, Cuba,

. April 25, 1960,

CFFICIAL-INFORMAL

Sm———

Dear Dicks

The other evening Jos& Ignacio Rivero of the
Diario de la Marina spent about an hour with me, I
kad sent him & mesecage of appreciation for a courageous
cditorial in the Diario regarding the letter in reply to
that addressed to President Eizenhower by thé Chilean
gludents,

I was impressced by Rivero's determination and
spirits. He says that the Marina is becoming increasing?t
2 symbol of resistance acd independence from Governreut -
preseures, He adds that, coatrary to the general opinion,
fs family has very little in. the way of resources abroad.

ilis mother, according to him, invested all of her savings

: . in the new Marina building, drawing down her balances from

for the purpose. Rivero tells me that the circulations of
the paper is going up rapidiy but that advertising is down
abcut 50 per cent, I'rom a business point of view, the
situation is bad, He hopcs, however, to be able to last out,
Ile made no suggestion of requiring help from any non-
Cuban source,

1 hava recently alco had 2 talk with Julio Otazo of
Prensa Libre, He thinks {he zaper is in very serious danger

from Govornmentzl pressurs, Lut, like Rivero, indicated
8 determination to kecp on fighing,

I have

The Honorable
Roy R. Rubottom, Jr.,
- Assistant Seeretary for Inter-American Affa:rs.
Department of State,
Wachington, D. C,
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~ Ihave been much encouraged at the attitude of these
two people and thought you would like to know about it.

Sincerely,

Philip W. Bonsal

PWBonsal:vk

CON TIAL

M.._.....w sy L .PRESERVA copy

[ X



‘Lhis docuraent consicic of § pages. sl
o *"ﬁ"v W Ao /ﬁﬁ Copy No. 2. of 2 copied. Series A, Zuse
A 05/: ol vehot nZloke ;ua Yo 1t V. ~'~’*“;m '

53

American Embasesy,
Habana, Cubz, :
l‘-lu'l}’ 19’ , UJQ - “G
o5 80
A

STCR=E. . EYES ONLY

Dezy Dicks

I expect you knew Dr. Tendcll 3. Dove when you were
ir DNozotd, Margaret and I knew 2nd liked the Doves, although
I voiieve that he was, in scing res;m\.ts. a controversu..l fipure
fromoa personahty pomt of vicw. :

Here is an extract fror. a 1stizr which I recently R
received from hime.the fiz: 2 ncw@ I have had from him Lo
8i e he departed from: Be;oif in 1355 or 1956, R

I do not just know who {is siir Force Colonel might'
be. Perhaps it is Colonsl Zunoid Z. Glawe who is licied
as ;":lr Attaché in the Jaauary 1950 Foreign Service Zist.
If iz iz he man, I do not knew hira, I supnose that he iz
_n:%: ~n criginal thinker, ’;u Znp oo the Cuban situa hcn is
coro-rred, I am inclined 2o doabi viiother it i either worta
wl:z or feasible to do aayihing about this very unfort L.-‘&f”
ztiom, I have no reac.. lo thizk that Dr, Dove worl

mmwuna,thingofﬂzmkm ‘ S

Sincerely yours,

R
R

Fii l‘p W. Bonsal

The Honorable

;_“”{Z"%ﬁmy R. Rubottom, Jr., | ' - :
L L Assictant Scecretary for Inter-American Affa.n'._, :
Departriont of Stoio,

20 1960  Woohingtom, T G
Eg;'.’mnsd vk _SEEF~T . EYEDZ ONLY
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"Recontly I was in Chihuahua City, Chihuahua, Mexico .
on the occasion of a big Rotary Club International get-together -
at which our Ambassador Hill and Govsrnor Teofilo Romunda
were the main guests of honor. .

"Accompanying Ambassador Hill waa his Alr Attache,
a Colonel in U,S. Air Force. At a cocktail party in the
Hilton Palacio Hotel on Saturday night May 7, this Colonel
(I can't get his name but he was only full Colonel there with
Ambassador's party-~and his Major told me his job was - -

- Chief of Alyr there--I think you can easily verify what full

Colonel in Aiyr Force accompanied Ambassador Hill,) talked
loudly and abusively of my old and good friend Ambassador
Bonsal, criticism of you personally (profanely), officially,
seriously questioned your loyalty to U.S. A. and seriously
questioned the Integrity of cur government in placing you

in the job you have.

"I think you have long known the high esteem in which
I have held you and my high regard for the jobs you have

done on behalf of our government.

"My concern here involves two questions:

"1, That a high ranking officer of our Armed Forces
at a cocktail party in a foreign country could talk so loesely

"2, That his loose taik involved criticism of somecne
high in our Government's service, and I am sure high in. -
the esteaem of our President and hia ¢losest advisers."

: ‘ T :
- PRESERVATION COPY 0. 13292, Sec. 3.4
~ Byiatf Jo. NARA, Date_31 b 0
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American Embascy,
. Hlabana, Cubz,
OFTITIAL. INFORMAL April 25, 1580,

$&lid’ - EYES ONLY
Decr Dick: : 3PR 27 1940

Dud Arvey, the Bat Guzxno :man, came in to see me
on fzfurday. He mentioned 2 "negctiation” in which he
had oon involved for sefting upn 2 mceting between President
Biscrhower and Fidel Castre. According to young Arvey, the
poco ility was conveyed via Sud's father Jake Arvey, a Domo-
croiic ieader in Chicago, and Illinois Senator Dirksen, a iflczubli-
can. “hz upshot was that £t was made clear that such an inicre

L {

/ vicw could only be considered on the basis of a formal sugscestica

in viriting from Castro to this Zmbassy.

Voung Arvey apparenily thougki he had speken to me
a beut this but on discussion azreed I was away at the §innz,
I gaior that he did make a, 5] $i2teincnt to Braddock
and Jilmaorve at a cocktail party in the latter's house to (h:
UL R

2ffz :t that such an interview might be desirable but without
axplorving it further,

Did this ever get to you?

Sincerely yours,

+hilip W. Bonsal

Th: . onorable
Zoy R. Rubottom, Jr.,
Assistant Secretary for Inter-American Affairs,

Department ci 2t ate,
Vashingtecn, D.  C. .

DECLASSIFIED
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ADORESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO -
'] - ’
THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON 23, D. C.

o VE ST DA S b 1 s RN

WASHINGTON

April 27, 1960

CONFEOENTIAL
FOR THE AMBASSADCR ONLY

Dear Phil:

I have just learned of the requirement for the assignment of
four additional people to your Embassy due to the increased work-
load on some of the people presently on duty. Normally, I am extremely
reluctant to see Government personnel increased at any of our posts
and can understand your reluctance to approve this rather substantial
addition. Nevertheless, I believe the unique conditions now existing
in Cuba require that these people be sent there. In order partially
to alleviate the problem, it has been arranged that these additional
people will, for the present, be assigned on a temporary duty basis
without their families. This will, among other things, make it
possible to avoid increasing the Diplomatic List, etc.

We are fully aware of the heavy responsibilities which you are so
courageously and effectively bearing at this time, and I regret that
the additional labors being imposed on you and your staff have, at
the top level of the Government, been deemed necessary.

You should feel perfectly free to write me regarding your own
analysis of the personnel situation in the Embassy, and we shall as
always give your views serious consideration. However, I am sure
you realize the many pressures including that of time, which are
bearing down on all of us in the Government., I doubt that we can
effectively challenge the need for these people, although I can well
understand your desire to cut personnel.to the absolute minimum.

Very sincerely yours,
R. R. Rubottom, Jr.

The Honorable i ,
Philip W. Bonsal, DECLASSIFIED

American Ambassador, E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.4 09
Habana. _ By % NARA, Date 346-0

FOR THE AVEASSADOR ONLY
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Americon Embacsy, :
Eabzaa, Cuba,
A»ril 20, 195G,

L’Oi- ..‘-!~ Sue -L\.L T O}-: OI\ILY

Tear Dick:

I have your letter of Apcil 27 i which you indicate that
four additional people will be assigncd to this Embassy Mdue :
to the Increased workload on zomic of the pcople preserntly on R
cuty.” Imnote also that you undersiznd my reluctance to
zoprove this rather substantial additi ion.

This decision appears to me hardly consistent with tho
ctatensant that I should feel pericctly frce to write regarding
cny aa2lysis of the personncl situation in the Embassy. It
czemur .0 me that this particuler decizicn has been taken with
out any but the most casual atlzmpt {2 7t my views threu-l
tre ricdium of a2 brief convercation witlz the chief of sectica
conccrncd. I cannot feel that mxy orninion is regearded as cf
cny phedizelar r‘zportancc iz thc matizw,

R NS

.

‘4 ¥ ‘WOLIOENY

so to state that o teken in this particu

T2 to me to have dodinite Lenring on my responsibiiily
1th CG-540 of 1" bruzsry 29 in which I am acked o

o June 30 my p- sonzl views on the U.8., Coverne

: cl, civilizn and n:il t:'.';r, as swned here, especially

; . 28 to whether any of m:"; arc excesgive in tha

1: ht of :-: {unctions to be poruszrmed, I I:clleve wWC are in coine
respuets overstafied here and thot coiie of the requircments
vhich cuter into our work load could w2 reduced. Eut I do nct
foel crncceorased to undertake t:.: rdusus analysis and the numer- .
ous ¢.. cuzcions which would be cd::.. to substantiate my view
znd to formulate definite recommendtions,

.1

. Iam
The Z:omorable
z.oy R, Rubottom, Jr.,
‘Assistant Seeretary for [niur-American Affairs,
Department of State.
Washington, L, C.

DECLASSIFIED |
0. 13292, Sec. 3
By NARA, Date3-/60
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I am increasingly imprecsed with the diffzronce between
the ciceutive theory of what an Ambacsador ie and the bureaucratic

o

praztice with regard to his functions and responsitilitics,  Thanks .

anyway for your kind words about {:e job hwre. I am 2lzo very
much aware of the responzibiiities and the problems which you
coniront and wish to be a5 helplfuil as possible to yeou,

Sincerely yours,

f)

Philip W. Boasal

P%/Bonsalivk CONMNTIDENTIAL

PRESERVATION COPY
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ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO ’ 5 7 b

‘THE SECRETARY OF STATE
‘M
g -~

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON

M

May 26, 1960

CONRILENTFAL

FOR THE AMBASSADOR ONLY

Dear Fhil:

Lest you think that your letter of April 30 for me only
went astray, I wish to acknowledge it and to say that I do
understand your rather strong reaction to my letter of
April 27. I also appreciate your awareness of what we
are confronting here.

Sincerely yours,

Joth—

R. R. Rubottom, Jr.

The Honorable
’ Philip W. Bonsal,
American Ambassador,
Habana.

DECLASSIFIED

0. 13292, Sec. 3.4
By.afu,_ NARA, Datei:!_i’j
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American Embassy, ]

ilarara, Cuba,

April 25, 1960,
OF JICIAL-INFORMAL M C
: R M 4 M

The Italian Ambansador came to see me on Satu;;g‘zsy

crniny, the 23rd, to bring me up to date on tho Darleia case.
He czid thet when the Cubana Coverannent made trouble abeout .
Baxlcia's departure, the Italian Covernment decided to sus-
poad e ghipment of arms zlrcady contracted to the Cubans.
{I 22 sure that cux people in ARA will be familiar with this
mzlore I gatheyr that the Kalians told us they would caryy
exicliing contracts but would 2ot make any more. The

12ta case has induced them to pull their horns in even

e, ) ’

As a result of this decisien, the Cubans gent two
mili{ary men to Rome in order to try to get the cantracts
rei:ctated, The Talian Amlassadss fells mo thcey were
uncuccessful, Now, howevor, the Cubon Covermineant has
talzon the position that unless zgzvcemcnt is reached to skip
theos arms, Barleta will net ba allowed to leave. The IIniions
arz cndeavoring to persuzds the Culanas to let Barleta go and
then to talk about the armsy, Thecdcll assures me that the
nepative decision oa the baloce of £ie 2rms contract wiil
be :naintained,

This looks like somcihing of an fzapasse.

Sincercly yours,

T ¥a :’»p 17+ Bonsal
Ti.o Jonorable : '
Roy R. Rubotiom, Jr,,
Assistant Secretary for Inter-American Affairs,
Departmont of State,
Waehingion, D. C.

DECLP(SSIFIEI:; .
ET . E.O.13292,Sec.34 .
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*'ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUN:CATIONS TO
THE SECRETARY OF STATE
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WASHINGTON
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EYES ONLY April 8, 1960
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Dear Phil:

I hope that the fact that Pedraza szbandoned his own efforts here
to organize an anti-Castro movement (FYI only, with a little indirect
prodding) =and got out of the country may help somewhat in this regard
and that the news that we have cancelled his visa will also be benefi-
cial. I am not too hopeful, however, that we can rise entirely above
these suspicions until a more appealing and respectable opposition to
the trend of Cuban policy manifests itself effectively. UWhen that
time comes, we might expect that at least the more reasonszble and
benevolent Cubans--if they must conjecture about U. S. support to
mybody--might be disposed to think we would prefer the better leader-
ship. Meantime, we can expect to be victims of all of the hostile
elements who so assiduously try to build up the impression that we are
behind such elements as Pedraza, as well as victims of Pedraza and his
like who themselves are known tendentiously to claim U. S. backing in
order to rally support among exile elements.

I cannot emphasize too strongly that perhaps our most important
responsibility now is to identify and use the whole range of our
policies to develop an effective Cubzn leadership which reali-tically
has the potential to reverse sharply at an early date those elements
of Cuban policy which are bringing us daily closer to a showdown not

~ only in Cuban-U.S. relations but in our whole relationship with the
hemisphere. We are persuaded that there is no reasonable hope that

this
The Honorable
Philip K. Bonsal,

American Ambassador, )-
Habana, Cuba. 1

~SEGRET. - EYES ONLY




SEGRE® - EYES ONLY

2=

this sharp turn can be brought about by negotiations and accommodations
and that, in the long run, the only way that adventurers can be pre-
vented from establishing leadership over anti-Castro forces is for a
better leadership to emerge. I think you can rest assured that all

who work with us share, along with you, an appreciation of the type of
leadership we should not support if it can be helped and would welcome
positive indications of where more desirable leadership might be found
and what we should do to assure that it comes forward as rapidly as

possible.

R. R. Rubottom, Jr.

Sincerely yours,

SECRET - EYES CNLY




o 307 Y1 10 25 ﬁ”)af»rf‘ld’w
C ﬂp 2/ i'.. 3 z & . ;

V/Mwﬂwz&»

»

Smevican Emkzosoy,
Habana, Cnbdz,
A»ril 7, 19602,

W, s D MWD vttt B 5 14

EYES ONLY

Dzar Dick:

1 had a call the other Jay from Pepin Bosch whom
Ikad not ecen for some works, He is the head of the Bacard!{
Comzany and a very influentizl, liberal Coban businessman,
I kave known him well and favorebly sinee 1938, Pepin
accomuaniad Dr, Castro on Lis trip to the United States lost
year at Castro's special rogucst,

Pepfa Bosch ia very disillucioned with the prog coz

{ e revolution and pariicularly at the imefficiency and dis-
orzanizstion. He tells e t. 2t lie would not be at all sur- .
zized to ¢ce his firm intervensd fzirly soon. He speads ‘
very litile of his time in IHalanz, '

"’ep...z belicves that onnositicn to the regime ic wow
gronoing galilte rapidly, p-:wi:f., ar ,f among workers aad penoanis ,
wis oave aet received what s nre: *i 2d them and who are oo

wio.zes of the incompetency cstefulness with which
tho [ ~fia i 8 are being conmducted Ly it_s rovelutionaxy icD o xS

co b h snse of growing sicepticizia about the "cva?ut cn in
ke lorer classcs from anany scuic and I would say that it
=z raost significant chans s wliich ’7 =5 taken place Lzre since ,
wrxture in'Jamuary. You cao rzally sense a quite dilZzrent : !
ere. Nevezrthelesa, Dr. Jootro otill enjoys a very cone '
-ole fapatical support, -4 oo .wc-.a.fl] crganination of Jif

nt typos of mailitias, plus stzo foning of police and milje

tosy forces, makes the problium of (e opposition a very <iifia
cult cne. It is clear, hc:*.'.’:r':c r, that a growing propoxtion of

Ve Sl e A

Y,

tae
T..c Honoruble
Roy R, Rubottom, S,
Assistant Secu ;;a:y o IntereAmerican Aflnics, ' :

Department of Siate, s i St ey
Washin-ton, 2. G, I G RE AER Y D
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the szople who have beuﬁ./f ‘zrrmed by Castro cannot be counted
on o fight for him. ‘

Although I do not sce anything dramatic immedintely
in cight, 1 do think that this f“.ov\;; naient is facing extremely
sericus internal problems w..iich it did not face as recently
as three months ago. It can ba ccunted on to continue to try
to colve its problems by blaming us for everything and by
trying to foment anti-American fecling by all poss1ble means.,
I do think, however, that moxre and more people :v'e getiing
tired of the "aggression~invacion! racket. '

Sincerely yours,

fes

Thilip W. Bonsal

<7 e
Py llonsalivk SECRET - OYES CNLY
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This document consists of 2 pages.

Copy No. 2 of 2 copies, Series A

Armerican Embogsy,
Habana, Cuba,
April 4, 1580,

SETSET - EYES ONLY

Dear» Dick:

Az I am sure you are awarz, this Conte Aguero tusiness
is very important. Here is 2 man who has something of 2 reiue.
tation as a politician, political znalyst, and radio commenicior,
and vwho has been very cloce tc Castro and the revolution, taling
a veory strong anti-Castro pocition. ‘

I am zeliably infor”w thet Conte Aguero, wio, perk
foriuuatsly, I Jo not know porconzlly, is a cool headed pex
with oz than the norml ceazern for "o 1. The fac ,;;..'f;
e o:nle his move at the tima bz ¢id indicates not an idealist
reo e but the caleulated tzctiz of o ambitious man with a
faizly profound knowledge of “he political conditions of the

country in which he expecls to 2chizvs his ambiticns

o

|-—-¢l
JMH

I do ot yet know undcr whzl zcrnditions Com‘.a Ar LCTo
tep »'-'r_ﬂg.tted to leave Culta understand that he wont

ut oo 2 political asylee fro-n the Argentine Embac 7aile
:::ze-zt wishes to take the pocoition that he ie oui e ree
zny time under more or 258 normal circumsctinces.
021 Zow thisg is settled, I aczouime that ke will turn up

2 United States before too long,

Vh .

G
p 3]
o
{ )

’

It ccecms to me very imporiint that Conte Aguero kes
out 7 th2 Senate Internal Security Zolcommittee circuit, He
should mmoze contact with our more influential commentaton o
(Lin:zizon, Childs, Reston, and Drummcond for example). I . might

ad to lecture at some cof cur leading universitics.
: i 3

Thz Iozorable
Foy,; R. Rubotitom, Jr., :
Asgsistant Sg cretary zor Inter-American Aifairs,
Department ci State,

PRECERVATION CO5Y ‘ Vraghington, D, C. 7~ SSFIED -

SECRET BV =S ONLY 5.0. 13202, Sec. 3.4
| A Byr4/ic._. NARA, Datg3 & -0°/
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He could write a series of articles for the New York Times or
for some other paper of similar stature.

I will write you any further thoughts which occur to me.

Sincerely yours,

Philip W. Bonsal

P.S. A usually quite knowledgeabls source has just suggested
to mc that Castro himself urged Conts Aguero to make anti-
Communist pronouncements and then chopped him down in

order to do away with a dangerous rival. Everything is possible
here but I doubt this one.

.SEGKET - EYES ONLY
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OFLICTAL-INFORMAL
co ST TAL

Dear Phils

It occurs to me that in the present uneasy state of rela-
tions with Cuba it might be most useful if you could very soon
undertake a rather extensive trip, or series of trips, by
automobile to various parts of the country, Such trips would
help to reassure American residents that we are alert to and
keenly interested in the problems of both their business and
personal welfare, Your physical presence would also tend, I
think, to bolster and encourage Cuban elements who are opposed
to the Castro Govermment'!s anti-American line, My idea would
be that you would notmake formal announcement or publicize your
itinerary--just quietly begin to travel, making calls on various
Anmericans and American properties along the way, not excluding
those which have been intervened, as you deem feasible,

This activity by you will of course be the subject of
considerable curiosity and public comment, So much the betier,
Froz your side my thought would be little or no ecmment-—let
the people and the Government guess and speculate,

I have discussed this idea with the Secretary who agrees
that from here, at least, it would secem to have merit. However,
we would certainly leave the decision to you. .I would appreciate
hearing your reactlion and comrents, by cable if you agree and
early implementation is possible,

Sincerely,

R. Ro Rllbot‘bom, Jro

The Fonorable
Philip W, Bonsal,
American Ambassador,
American Embassy,

Hgbana, Cuba. - .

DECLASSIFIED 4
—GONFIDENTIAY . EO. 13292, Sec. 3.4
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American Embassy,
Habana, Cuba,
Aprﬂ 7' 1960.
OFTFICIAL-INFORMAL |

COMNKIDENTIAL

Dear Dick:

Your letter of April l is a very interesting example
cf parallel thinking., I am definitely planning trips along the
lines which you propose. I am going to the Isle of Pines
next week, which is Holy Week, for a day. The following
week includes the Annual Amcrican Chamber of Commerce
meeting, at which I am making a specch, as wecll as the

_ opening cf the International Basgeball League scason. 1am

attending the opening and 2lso giving a luncheon for some
Cuban and American baseball pcople, Perhaps in that

veek I could get in a one-day trip to ccrtain areas of
Pinar del Rio. Thereafter I will plan & trip to the Santiago
area and other trips as posgible. I {ully agree with your
useful suggestions as to certain aspects.

With warm regards,

Sincerely yours,

Philip W. Bonsal

The Honorable
Roy R. Rubottom, Jr., o
Assistant Secretary for Inter-American Affairs,
Department of State,
Wasghington, D. C.

W DECLASS‘F!EDS .
3292, Sec
EO. 1 '06

‘ Bygyc..a NARA, Date
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This document consists of 1 page.
Copy No. 2 of 2 copies, Series A.

American Embassy,
Habana, Cuba,
April 1, 1940,

EYES ONLY . GRGiia® APR 1- 1960
Dear Dick: | '

There is an impression prevalent in certain Cuban
circles that ''the United States is supporting Pedraza
in his plans to invade Cuba.' I do not know what if any-
thing can be done about this. Support by us of Pedraza
or of any military adventurer would be, in my judgment,
a disastrous mistake on our part.

Sincerely yours,

Philip W. Bonsal

The Honorable
Roy R. Rubottom, Jr.,
Assgistant Secretary for Inter-American Affairs,
Department of State,
Washington, D. C.

PWBonsalivk EYES ONLY - SiaGie cGio i 235D
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American Embasgsy,
Hzbana, Cuba,
March 30, 1960.
OFFICIAL-INFORMAL,

: CW '
' Dear Dick:

I have just finished reading the Cuban Government's pamphlet
entitled "The Position of Cuban Sugar in the United States.™ 1 regret
. 8ome of the intemperances of language in the pamphlet but believe

that by and large it is a pretty effective setting forth of the strongly
held Cuban view on this sub_]ect. ) ~

- 1t is, of course, true that the effects of the depression and
of the Hawley-Smoot tariff on Cuba's position in our market were
not corr.pletely counteracted by the Sugar Act of 1934, They could
not have been without serious curtailments in the production of
the domestic insular areas (Hawaii, the Philippines, and Puerto
Rico) which would bave involved the dismantling of an important
scctor in the economy of those arcas: Such a course was a
practical impossibility. The Cubans did not get a bad deal {rom
any rcalistic point of view, either from the angle of quota or from
that of price.

Most of Cuba's markets are to be found in countries which, like
our own, are themselves producers of sugar and have various forms
of protection for the benefit of the domestic producer. In most

ses that protection redounds to the exclusive benefit 6f the im--
purtmrr country in the form of either a tariff or a profit on purchase
of imported sugar, generally, by Government agencies. In our
case, most of the “protection' is returncd to Cuba in the form
of purchasing power. Incidentally, I beiieve that the difference
betwecn the price at which the Soviet Union buys Cuban raw sugar
and the price at which the Soviet Union permits its citizens to buy
limited quantities of refined gugar is very great. In other words,

e

The Honorable
Roy R. Rubottom, Jr.,
Assistant Secretary for Inter-American Affa.:,rs.
Department of Stzte,
Washington, D. C.

— CONFIDENTIAE— DECLASSIFIED
0. 13202, Sec. 3.4

 NARA, Date3-(6-04

e, ‘




COWPITENTIAL

OZ-

thero is a tremendous, presunicbly rcadily ascertainable proﬁt

for the Soviet Government. Now I belicve that the curvent Soviet
five or seven year plan includes the construction of a large nume. |

~ ber of sugar best factories and the extcasion of sugar beat

acroage to @ peoint where Russia may become eventually self.
sustaining in sugar and do without purchases from Cuba, Assuming
that the facta bear this out, might it not be interesting to demon-
sgtrate how the profits in the Soviet purchases of Cuban sugar are
contributing to make the Soviet Unicn eventually tndapendunt e?r
Cuba from & sugar point of view.

Sincerely youral. |

Philip W, Bonsal

CONYTIDENTIAL

FWBoasalivk
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American Embassy,
Habana, Cuba,
March 30, 1960,

ormcmr...mpo&m -
HAR 311960°

~SRGaerT
Year Dick:

I am sending you herswith a memorandum from
Henry Hammond on & counter-revolutionary group that
may be of interest for you to know about. Because of the
extrcmely sensitive character of such information, I am

zending it to you only by this means, and in single copy.
If you are agreeable, I will follow the same procedure
wiith other information of this type which comes my way.

With best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

VA

Philip W. Bonsal

Enclosure:
Memorandum of March 29, 1960.

The Honorable
Roy R. Rubottom, Jz.,
Assistant Secrctary for Inter-American Aifa.irs,
Department of State,
Washington, D. C.
Bl iBraddock:ivic SEiSrerr
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American Embassy,
Habana, Cuba,
March 25, 1960,
CFFICIAL -INFORMAL
LCear Dick:

Tke purpose of this letter is to ask you if you can help
us to rationalize ocur policy regarding the export of helicopters
and spare mrta for helicopters to Cuba. The variations in

" our policy give Castro pleaty of material with which to attack
us in very plausible fashion. Also, I assume that our dis-
cussions with the British on this matter gooner or later will
becomo known.

e permitted the export of 10 cr 12 helicopters to Cuba
during the last few months of 1959, Recently we denied export
licences for additional helicopters. Also, Iunderstand that we
have denied licences for additional spare parts to be used in
conncction with the helicopters alrcady here. These two
denials put us in a silly positicn from the practical point of
view 2s well as give Castro ammunition: for creating attitudes
and opinions in Cuba about us which we are trying hard to
counter, '

1 would be extremely gratcful for any help you could give
.. ns in this matter. The press here has published stories about
" the United States sending helicozters to the Soviet Union. Also,
? {hs Soviet Union is sending helicopters to Cuba, but the United
Siates will not send helicopters to Cubal

Sincercly,

Philip W, Bonsal

The Honorable |
Roy R. Rubottom, Jr.,
Assistant Secretary for Inter-American Affairs,

Department of State, .
Washington, D. C. DECLASSIFIED
CONEIDENT - E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.4

PWhonsalivk Byﬂl,&L NARA, Date 3/6-09




iarch 23, 1960 10
-

OFFICIAL- GIFORYAL

Doar Phil:

I noticed the Fubassy telegram 2461 respecting the revocation
of the license for two helicopters. Vhile there is no gquestion that
Castro has been given additicnal ground for attacking the United
States, it is guite obvious that his attacks, and those from others
around him, are unceasing. If there 1s not one basis for attack,

ancther is found, and frequently invented.

Since it 1s becoming increesingly clear that Castro and his
government have chosen deliberately not to cooperate with the
United States, notwithstanding the profferred hand of cocperation
from us, there is scme advantage to be gained from our standpoint
in their making it crystal clear that they are Just as deliberately
choosing to cooperate with the USSR.

I hope that you and Margarcet had a good flight back to Habana
and regret that fate did not enable you to land in a completely :
altered sitvation from that which you left last January. Wishing
you both all the best,

Binacerely yours,

R. R. Rubottom, Jr.

The Honorable A
Philip W. Eonsal,
fnerican Ambassador, ' ‘
Hatana, o A

. DECLASSIFIED -
, ' .0. 13292, Sec. 3.4
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ARA - Mr. Rubottom ' Q/Q} Harch 11, 1960

Mibassador Bonsal W
i My Return to Habana / |

I am completing my seventh week in Washingbon on consultation,
e have recelved from the Cuban Goverrment reasonably satisfactory
assurances on the matters which led to my recall on consultatione.
For the reasons which I set forth to you orally the other day, I
think it highly desirable that a proumpt decision be reached as to
my reburn which will become more difficult the longer it is delayed.
I recognize that the recent ship incident has delayed consideration
of this matter.

I would like at this time to make the following recomendations
to the Secretary and to yous :

(a) That if you approve the attached proposed state-
rment regarding my retwrn, it be sent to the labana Imbassy
for any possible comment they may have and that the state-~
rnent be made public as soon as possible thereafter. ‘

(5) That you authorize !{rs. Bonsal and me to plan

to return to Habana via liew York on either Saturday,
March 19th or Sunday, Morch 20th,

Fnclosures

Proposed statement.

ARA:PiWBonsal:br ' DECLASS!FIED
13292, Sec. 3.4

— SECREP— Byg&g_d NARA, DataZ'f Q' 0";
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¥areh 18, 1948

DOAFT OF STATENENT TQ BS #ADE RBY THE SIOHPTAHY OF STAVE

S e e ds a JO
Aubassador Donsal was called to Washington for consultations fnd-arpived

rm:qn:tanmy%rd Charges had been cade against t.hé Ambazsador Ly officlals
of the Cuban Covernment, and gharges had been published in the acwspapor |
| "Revolucion® rezarded as the officlsl spokesman of the C\;ban Covernmeate The

- Cuban Govermer;t. has now conveysd aasurancéa to our Government to the effect
that 4t has no charges b,galnst the Ambassador and has mfﬁmad us that opmim
eiﬁressed in thg newspaper "Revolucion" are notv to be considared as having an
official (;haracter.. In view of‘ these sssurances and of the importancs which |
our Government, for its part, attaches to raldog every possible corstructive
contributlon to the conduot of our relztions with the Cuban Goverument,
Ambasaador Bonsal 1s being instructsd to return to Habana ab an-early dato,

ARAYPiBonsal :brimif

3/10/60 DECLASSIFIED

E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.4

- .B% NARA, Dats3-{6-97
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STANDARD FORM 1o, 64 ~CONFTDENTIAL

Oﬁioe Memomndum UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO

" THROUGH:

FROM

' SUBJECT:

LU

nels and not formally released to the press. A

15

-—

ARA - Mr. Rubo il DATE: March 11, 1960 ‘
CMA - Mr. Wieland : "de
Ambassador Bonsal Q\))B /W«:}

Note to Cuban Govermment regarding Castro's Accusations Relative
to Recent Ship Explosions.

I would like to express the following views regarding the note
which we are planning to send to the Cuban Govermment regarding
Prime Minister Castrot!s outrageous accusations that we were guilty
in connection with the explosion of a French ship loaded with muni-
tions in Habana Harbor on Friday, March Lth.

\/_ 1. We do not need further publicity as to our attitude on this
matter. Therefore, our note should be delivered through normal chan-

gy
2. Our note should be con.f:.ned to this specific incident with

some reference to our general policy regarding the export of arms

to the Caribbean, We should not take up other subjects which were

raised by Castro in this and other speeches. We should state that

we are willing to discuss these subjects if they are presented to us -

through the normal chennels for communication between our Governments.

We might add a statement to the effect that we deplore the constant .

systematic efforts of Castro in his public utterances to destroy the
traditional friendship between the people of Cuba and the people of
the United States,

v 3. I think we might state in our note that since Castro raised
the sinking of the "Maine" in Habana Harbor in 1898, that that dis-
aster took place on February 15 and that it was only on March 21st
that a U.S. investigating group appointed for the purpose & handi
down its conclusions based on careful investigation. This certainly .
contrasts with Castro!s behavior. o

4. I do mot think that we should follow Embassy Habana's sug-

~gestion of including in our note information regarding Cuban arms

purchases. This information is being made known through normal press
channels and I see nothing to be gained from our point of view by
including it in our note,

*- I repeat my recommendation that our note be not made public,
although the fact that we have formalized the Secretary's oral
statements to Chargé d'Affaires Patterson might be made known.

ARA:PWBonsal:br ,
—CONFIDENTIAL—

DECLASSIFIED
0. 13262, Sec. 3.4

PRESERVATION COPY  VZ4HK- NARA, Date2-/(-0G
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This document consists of 1 page
with a two-page enclosure.
Copy No. 3 of 3 copies, Series A.

- 40
- Lo SR American Embasay, -
OFFICIAL-INFORMAL . Habana, Cuba,

January 20, 1960.

j Deazr Dick.
I-ieré is a memorandum of conyer;;tion reg#rding
Felipe Pa.zos" recently expressed yiews which I ;cona:'lde‘r’
* of interest. - T.ﬁip :ahou_ld be held very clésel_y.- S

Sincerely yours,

Philip W. Bonsal

Enclosure:
Memorandum of Conversation
of January 20, 1960.

The Honorable
Roy R. Rubottom, Jr.,
Assistant Secretary for Inter-American Affairs,
Department of State,
- Washington, D. C.

W :

PWBonsal:vk _ DECLASSIFIED
| | - 0. 13292, Sec. 3.4

Bygalic., NARA, Date 2609

B S



e e € ey e S

i

American Embassy,
Habana, Cuba,
November 13, 1959, _

Lear Dick:

I have only just reccived a copy of the memorandum
of your conversation on Cctober 29 with Mr. George I,
Diethelm of the American Sugar Refining Company. Iam
extremely favorably impressed by the statement contained
in the first complete paragraph on page 2 on the subject of
“sunitive action™. I congratulate you most heartily on
this very statesman-like cxpression, which I am convined
is the sound point of view,

Cf course, even in the 2bscnce of "punitive actica",
the Cuban share in our mnarket is going to be under heavy
attack, as it has been whonever the Sugar Act has come up
for reconsideration regardless of the state of Cuban-
American relations.

With warm regzrds,

‘Sincerely yours,

Philip W. Bonsal

The Honorable
Roy R. Rubottom, Jr.,
Assistant Secretary for Inter—America.n Affairs,
Departrzent of State,
V/ashington, D. C,

?WBonsal:vk SNBPT

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.4

Byg/jo_ NARA, Date3 1609







CONETRENTIAL .

-2

present gspecific duties and the 1935-39 price levels.
1 asked him what tho Lmpact would bo if we wore to
adopt 'such a procedure with respect, for exanmple, to
the duty on Cuban sgugar. I said that under the quota
systea a riso in the duty would probably not affect the
price at which sugar is sold in the United States. e
wag not sure he agroed with me on this. -

Guerra then raised the point that the United States
gquota on Cuban sugar, which is, of course, a major con-
sidoration for the customs treatmont give to United
States exports to Cuba, is not subjoct to negotiation,
end that this is unfair to Cuba., I have heard this
before and there may be scme thecoretical substance
to it, but I do not seo what can be done about it.

Pazog tells me that Castro still visits the National
Bank once a week, usually on Thursdays, and stays for
ceveral hours, and that he is intengely interested in
his econonic education. Nevertheless, we have a loag
way to go before this bocowes anything resembling a
coordinated operation., Altkcugh Pazos did not mention
it to me, I am hopeful that porhaps the Vorld Bank will.
have an opening soon to bring a study of the Cuban
economy, which was made some years ago by the Bank,
" up to date. As you are perhavs aware, and & we are
reporting soparatoly, the Cuban Consolidated Railway
iias been discussing thc possibility of a loan with
the Bank. These discussions are in a very preliminary
stage but thoy mey frove constructive if the YVorld
Bank 07n got into the pilcture.

I spoke very strongly to Pazos about the treat-
went of Jmerican utilities hore without, of courss,
going into the specific wmorits. I am sure that he aad
the others agree fully z2s to the disagtrous effect on
Cuba's credit standing rosulting from these arbitrary
actions. I wish that there wore some way of reaching
an approxination to the truth about these situations.
There has been such a long poriod of noa-regulation in
the rather loose atmcophere prevailing in Cuba that it
is8 prossible that a2 certain anumber of abuses have cropt
into theso situations. On the other hand, it is highly
probable that the action taken by the Government with
respect to the Electric Conpany was vindictive and far
too extreme, DBut how do you get an approximation to
what would be fair?

BPazos

CONPIINTIAL
.
- Vo .S b d




Pazos 13 working on a nunber of minor industriali-
zation projocts. There is a possibility, by the way,
thet Ché Guevara may be given an inportant role in the
country®s industrialization programs, 4. ., the chan-
neling of publiec funds into industry, including basic
industry such as steel, Thie would be very bad.

Pazos expressed the fear that United States poliey
tovard Cuba was baged on a conviction that the present
Govornment could not last, that it would "break its ncck"
and that this would be a good thing. I quickly told him
that this wasg not the case, that I was convinced of the
Government's political streagth and of the degree to
which it syrbolizes the hopes and agpirations of the
great majority of the pecople. I szid, kowever, that
the words and actiones of Cuban leaders were spreading
g0 strong a sensation oif anfi-Americaniem that an
incrcasingly unfavorable atmosphere was being created
in the Uanited BStates. Pazes agreed with this, but did
not scem to have any very constructive ideas., I shall
keep after hin,

Please forgive this rather rambling letter written
underZcortain amount of time prossure.

Sinceraly yours,

Philip W. Bonsal

PWBonsal:vk




American Embassy
Havana, Cuba
August 14, 1959

CONFIBENTIAL

Dear Dick:

In reply to your letter of August (3 or 8) regarding Raul Castro's
alleged attachment to the new China News Agency, I have not yet seen
}Mr, Castro, as you know. Ihave, however, shown an awareness of
this item in my talks with Dr. (Ro - )and with Ambassador Dihigo.
Instead of asking them how to explain this in my Government, I have
tended to take the position that the report is very likely exaggerated
if not in parts fabricated, but that it shows what happens when, as the
Cubans have undoubtedly done, you give these Chinese Communists any
kind of an opportunity. My idea is not so much to get an explanation of
this particular incident as to try to create conditions under which Raul
will be told to lay off this sort of thing.

Sincerely yours,

Phillip W. Bonsel

The Honorable
Roy R. Rubottom, Jr.,
Assistant Secretary for Inter-American Affairs,
Department of State
Washington, D. C,

—~a
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