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The house was built by W.(. & A. Miller (ompany for M.
end Mra. Robert Longyear, who took pessession in June of 1930
and owned the house for twelve yaars. M. Longyear, who was with
the State Department, and his ¢nglish wife spent much of their
time in Switzerland and (ngland, leaving their Washington home
in the care of their chaugfyfeur.

$n Apaid of 1942, Naval (aptain and Ms. William D.
(handler purchased the house from the Lengyears.

In 1948, the W.(. and A. Miller (ompany bought back the approx-
imately 5-acre property, then hnown as 5101 Tilden Sireet, in
order to subdivide the property. They cut through 52nd Street,
and had the address changed to 40uo 52nd Sireet.

&Mdcﬁmiﬂcmc&q)womlﬂcmpuq
(I?lﬁ'ioﬂanuuy of 1954) Mq mainteined a carelaker on the
grounds and rented the house seversl times for short periods.

The house, with approximately 2 acres of ground, was 4old to
gm,u a"am an ’m.’; of 195¢. n 1960, ihe Twm deeded the
house to M. Tjuon"l siatern, M. Perle Meeta.

M. Meata sold the house to Vice President and M.
Johnson in May of 1961,

(information grnom M. (rampton of W.(o & A, Miller - ¢ém 2 Yyby)
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M.Boadin.ﬂiaaduo{ﬁoﬁmmlnpub, came ever Lo
work with the architect MJMAM&”MM
-ﬁinp.‘ou‘wdudcﬁmpuinihm

ﬁdmm&d{mm@.muwhw.
Hamw&tu&ipiqdbuﬁqqo{ﬁl&*
which give a real Jrench flavoa to the house, for example, the
canopy over the front entrenca.

The anmplnmdund:nyﬁfimtma
aug -- which M. Mesta now has in her Washington apariment. The damesh
oniﬂcmibmtaﬁmfmnawddm, and M, Boudin sent a
4ection of the panaling from this chateou 4o the painter here in
Washington could duplicate the background for the damask. The
Muanm‘daupm/n&.ﬂoﬂnﬁ Paris atudio -- ‘I.q'u.
furniture, damask, the carving over the mantel -- all around the

My.

The chandelier in the draming roea is the finest one in the
homs -- was once in the housa of antigme collactens Lead and Ledy
Beaty. Lord Beaty was head of the ¢nglish Navy during boald War
One.

T&m;mwudiniﬁc&a-bvmnmm/ﬂu.ﬁh&hmoﬁud
from a griend in New York, Miﬁdmitbmiou¢indcdbu'n’

ARoom.
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The sun room was designed by Mx. Beudin -- he constructed
a model which he 4ent over for the builder o cepy.

The parguet floons in the Library (la 6£6L£d/|i§u¢), the
dining room and the draming room wers taken from a Versailles
chateau and 4hipped over in sections epproximately 3-feet

4’“0&‘0

The panaling (la boisernie) in the Lbrary is also from o
chateau in Versailles. Tﬁcmondcmfmwﬂal
a mantel and mirror at each end of the room, bacause there was
an additional piece of irim which is now over the large mirror
in the entrance hall, (When a family was hard up for cash
Mmemmg‘ml;fu‘bb.ddlﬂl would "sell
room” to a dealen. T/Li.‘uu/luciﬁcfbcu the paneling
the damask came from -- not grom a house being iean down.)

g i

The cartoons on the Juu.np room walls are Viennese, and
date back 150 Lo 200 yeors. Mra. Mesta bought them from Jrench
and (ompany in New York. The Jrench (ompany did the painting
and “¢illing in” where necassany. The drgpes, Like those in the
draming aoom, were made by Beudin. The lights are old Watergord
ones. ha fuaniiurne Tas. Tmsla had copied frew some she hed
admired in Jrance. Of the two consoles, one i4 an old Venetian
one, the ather a copy of it.

The iron gates at the entrance were purchased 6‘¢ M. Mesta
grom a Long Yaland estate. They were Mipinnlly, howeven, &ou,/u
from Irance. Several years ago Readard Qigast used these gates
uanuanphog‘m‘;“wwngatu"lﬁc contained a

4hetch of the gates, &gﬂ ? i/uy were Located,
fThis in ion frem ; peon and her daughter, Mra.

Lemis ¢
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1) Out Massachusetts Avenue, NW, past Ward Circle two blocks to
Upton Street which cuts into Mass., Ave. on a diagonal on your left only.

2) Left on Upton Street to the end ----- 52nd Street.

3) Left on 52nd Street about one block to the iron gates on your right ----
this is 4040 52nd Street.

( If you miss Upton - and it is easy - turn left on 49th Street and proceed
to Upton. Then right on Upton to 52nd and left on 53nd to the iron gates.)

[file contains six identical copies of this document]



The dms

Massive black and gidt iron gates announce the entrance fo
the Edms.  They are 4aid o be among the finest examples of
Jrench gates in this couniny. FProceeding thnough the gates and
up the driveway, one passes the service enirance on the lefit and
a parking are on the right which accommodates five or 4ix cand.
The driveway then makes a circle in front of the houdse whene an

additional 4ix cars can Pa)nf\' without 5laoluingz the dnive, There
are also three one-can garages.

Two giant eln rees flank the entrance to the howse. A
green and white striped metal awning covers the entrance. The
handsone double doons open into a foyen, 8'x9’, which has an
ample coat claset for men on the right and a lange ladies’
powder room on the left. The latien is beautifully furnished
with parguet floorns, a chandelier, and a 4pacious claset fan
ladies! coats.

The entrance hall, 217 ’xry’, has a black and white marble
Bllao.a ww excellent Bzcm dancingz. The wall oppodite the entrance
s dovely wood paneling brought ¢rom a chateau in Versailles.
There is a minnan and a dange Louis Sixieenth console which was
bought don the gpace and may remain with the house.

{oht ahead s the Balsenie, on Ternace noom, 20'13%9",
perhaps the mast charming room in the howse and wsed by the
Johnsons as an intimate biving noom. The fdoons are cak panguet,
brought from a chateau in Vensailles and approximately 150 years
odd. The walls are paneling ¢rom the same chateau and ginished
An doft greywgreen. The heart of the gaos 44 a lange fireplace
above which there is a mirran, SIn the middle of the room hangs
a c{e-&'.caiely a'w'.gned chandelien, The entire fast aide "ﬁl 2he
noom consists of french doars and windows which open onio the
-[Mg.& B‘I.czg.d.ione Zerrace glving 2he noom an open, airy 3‘&511'.'19

An the summentime.

L ik
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lhe flms - Page Two

To the M.gfut of the foyen and several sieps down is the
darge sadon, 197 10" % 289", with a firneplace oven which
Zhere is an antigue mirnon surnounded by wood paneling, On
the West aide are 2 lange windows and on the faut side there
are two fnench doons opening onto the éiayione Lennace mahing
for an eady flow of large partics in the summertime. The
pargued flooring and the rcae damask walls are fnom the
Versailles chateau. The chandelier - the mast handsome ore
An the house -+ once hung in the home of antigue collectors
Lond and Lady Beaty (he was head of the British Navy during
Wordd War T.)

At the end of the lapge salon is the Sun Room, 19'x11'6",
with terra cotta and white marble {looring. The windows on
the South look *o the Swimming Pool and on the Weat side the
grench doors open onto the flagatone tennace. Buidtein book-
shelves and cabinets add o the charm and wersatility of this

stoom,

To the -(egz.t of the entrance hall is the dining room,
233" 177", with ponguet floons fnom Verseilles. The moat
charming feature of the noom is the old Viennese cantoons on
the walls, 150 « 200 years old, depicting in lovely pastels
the games played by elegant people in thase days. The chandee
Uen is an old Watenford one, The furnidure, including a
Lable with 22 Louls Quinge chaine, plus Awo handsome condoles «-
one of which L4 an ariginal «- may remain with the house. There
ane tow lange french doons uhich open onto ithe tenrace which
makes a combination of i chief entertainment aneas e~ the
fogen, the .lcuzg.e salon, the bolsenie, and the dining room -~
an unusually welleanranged, easlly flowing entertaining unit.
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Jhe flpg - Page Three

Off the dining noom, is the circudan breakfast noom,
12710" in diameter, which the Johnaons wsed constantly as
a family dining room.

Fnom this gamily dining room, one entens the “wonking

part” of ihe howse w- the paniry, 13'6"x8%, with wnwsually
aafequwte 4tonage gpace fon linens, china, enystal and
deconative items plus a aink which ia useful fon ¢lowen
ernanging and other auxiliany functions,

The hitchen, 13'4"x 16, contains a commercial 4ize
double oven « Garland atove - with 6 bunners, purchased in
the dummer of 1961,

Ofy the kitchen is anather paniry room, 9’6" x 5’6",
containing a regrigerator and a huge upright deep greeze,
purchesed in 1961, The back doan, for gnocery deliveries

and general senvice entrance opend onto a paved c
and Ammediate aceceds to the &z.«ivewag.

Fnom the khitchen, retunning towand the gront of he
house, one pasdes Zhrough a room 7 716", where there is a
lange aize commencial refrigenator and an icesmaken which
.au,uplx.e.d enough dce fon practically any slze crowd. These
senvices, plus a dumb walten which goes grom the basement o
the 3rd floon, and an dncineraton whenre paper and many waste
products can be dispased of, helped moke this house +~ An

Mrs. Johnson'’s eyes == both efficiently and happily equipped
for entertaining.

The back 4tairs lead up thnough a hallway to the 2nd and
3nd {loona, Thene 4o also a back hall, with a ‘gam.'lmen{d
lavatony, which provides access £o the front door from the
kitchen without passing through the dining room.
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As one ataris up the cineulan dtalway, the enanmows
chandelien, dominating the entrance hall is a delight to
pass, At the head of the staing Ls a half~cirele hall
opening onto the Maaten Bednoom 17 %19 10", which has two
windouws on the West and two windows on the adt. The hande
Jome 6&415.3 nug widl nemain, The Mastenr Bathroon 10'%9'y’",
has a ralsed tub enclosed in marble, a sepanate glass enclosed
shower, and an unusually adegquate medicine cabinet, and shely
and 4torage 4gpace and Ughting. The floon Ls also marble, but
is canpeted ko match the bedroom w- fon cama‘mai’.d sake, The
master Dnessing-noom, 10'x12', has an arnay of buili~in clasels,
shoe shelves and drawers 2o delight the heart of any woman,
plus a window that looks out on the apple iree and the fdag-
stone Lenrace below == a view to get any day off 4o a good
stand,

Adjaining the Master Bedroom is the room Mrs. Johnson
used fon her office. It is a brnight and cheeny room and as it is
above the baiserie, it is alightly cineulan with a spreading view
05[ the gﬂomw!d below. The ambenr canpel which matches the walls
widd remain. Behind doons, there anre shelves and buidi-in
drawers which are wondengul for men'’s shirts and aitire and
Awo additional cedan lined clodets which might wsefully senve
4o atore gentlemen’s 4port and dress clothes. Also off the
upatains hall is a lange cedan Lined claset with 12 feet of
hanging 4pace and a generous amount of shelves fon shoes and
hatas,

Tothe lefi, as one reaches the Lop gff the atains is one
of the moat attractive bedrooms 16°9" x 143", papened in a
butterily wallpapen in blue and vhite whth a blue canpet and

ac%iain«t’ng bath.


https://Aan.gl.ng
https://f!AOu.n.dd
https://cJ.Acui.aA
https://ApAe.adi.ng
https://Ch.een.11
https://oftJ..ce
https://Adjo1.n,i.ng
https://mecllc.1.ne
https://1uJJ11a..in
https://ha.lj-..oJ
https://delighi-.to
https://chanddle.tt
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The long hall 2o the left, leading to the Nonth end of
the house has #wo Linen clodets, two-bedrooms opening off it.
The girat bednoom on the right ia 179" x 15", with three
windouwa glacing. Cast mafu'.ng At a ﬁgﬁi and dtee}zglal room, lhe
cﬁies‘ delight is a walkein claset which any gind of the family
would cherish fon its Ten feet of hanging apace, plus ample
shelves above, The yedlow bathnoom to the right serves this
noom and also joins the noom used by Ms. Johnson as an affice.

The second bedroom off the hall, 17%6"x 129", was wsed
as a guedt room and because it is above the family dining
noom L4 architectundlly rather a pant of "The Norman Tower"
and has unusual charm, A amall hatl opens off the bednoom 2o
a bathroom on the deft and a walk-in claset on the right with
5§ feet of hanging 4pace and buidt-in shelves.

At the end of the hall is the noom used by the Johnsons
as a gamily room. - The entire South wall has builtwin book
shelves neaching admast 2o the ceiling with siorage 4pace
bedow and a dong book case along the fast wall, This room,
bnight with books, the floon covened with a sofft onange nug,
and Lighted by three windows, was one of the Johnson's
hildren’s favarnite nooms. A amall noom adjoingng contains a
aink and smald nefrigeraton and counter space, mahing a re=
freshment centen which served this family room excellently fon
childnen’s entertalnment.

The large jlag.diona tennace, on the Waat alde of the howse,
Lo ddeal fon summertime entertaining. Beautiful iron dawn
funnitune with cushions, plus two huge agalea trees add io the
atiraciivennns of this area.
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lhe Cdms - Page ¢

Leaving the ternace and walking dewn aevenal sieps, one
aees a lovely fish pond, flanked by doun magnificent holly
Areed which are 6oxed' inimmed, SYn this area, Mra, Johnson
adways planted ealma’u.l sunmen flowerns e zinnias, marnigolds -
2o wse in the house,

To the left is the bathhouse o rather Jrench in design --
with Awo dnessing rooms, each containing mere than adequate
shelves, racks and hanging 4pace. There is a lavatony in the

center with private enirance.

Walking down several mone aieps, one neaches the Swimming
Pool, The pool is heated, sunrounded 6y a hardwood 4creening
fence 87 in height which gives complete privacy far #his anea.
There id a showen attached o a handsome rock retaining wall
6§¢ the pood.

Off 2o the aide of the pool, toward Dalecardia Drive,
A4 an area the Johnsons had cleared with he zhought of
making it into a plenic 4poi far infarmal entertaining fon the
children., 9t has been planied with daffodid bulbs and shaded
5{,: pine trees -- which widl Anudy be a B‘abzylandm Spring.

In another anea, a group of disecde~neslstant rases is
planted which provide 5&&&&5‘&[ blooms and nequéne Little on

0 cane.

Between the terrace and the fence is a umall pebbled anee
2hat was wsed for outdoon barbecning, aince the Johnsons Liked

inglmmal <ugimer evening dinnen on Zhe Lerrace.

On the lawn on 52nd Sineet dre sevenal Magnolia irees --
e of which is rated as the most beautiful specimen in the
area. 94 stands about 30’ tall and has cream coloned blooms
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The fdmg » Page Seven

dome 9" in diameten with an intoxicating fragrance,

The dogwoods on zhe property are in excellent condi-
tion. Thene are sevenal handsome haonse chestrut irnees
and many lange hollies.

i g ¥
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The house was built by W, (. & A, Miller Company
gorn Mr. and Mns. Robent [.m%;em, who teck passession
in June of 1930 and awned the howse for twelve years.
Mr. Longyear, who was with the State Department, and
hia English wife spent much of thein time in Switgerland
and éngland, leaving their Washington home in the care of
theinr cfzaug‘;feam.

In Apnid of 1942, Naval (aptain and Mrs. William D.
(handler punchased the house from the Longyeans,

9n 1948, el (. &A. Miller Cmqpang 60&9/1-! back
 the appnox&:m!elg 5-acre properdy, Zhen known ad 5107
Tilden Street, in onder to aubdivide the propenty. Eag
cut through 52nd Sineet, and had the adahw changed %o
oo 52nd Stneed,

During the time the Millen (ompany cwned the properiy
(1948 4o January of 1954) they maintained a caretaken on
the gnounds and rented the house several times fon shont
periods.

The house, with approximately 2 acres of ground, was

sold 4o Geonge Tpson innfanuary of 1954. SIn 1960, the
Tysons deeded the house to Mrs, Tyaon'’s sieter, Mrs, Perle
Nesta. |

lina. Neata sold the house 2o Vice President and Mra.
goﬁmm Mﬂ?ag of 7961.

(information fnom Mr, (rompion of W. C. & A. Midder - &n 2-41i6y)
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M. Boudin, Directon of Johneen in Panis, came over
Ao work with the anchitect, Theodare Dominichk, on decora-
Aing and making some atructunal changes in the house.

Ma, Boudin 5&0&354‘. with him the plans fon the ataire
aay which was copled fnom one Mrs. Meata had admired in
Brussels. He was nesponaible gon designing and locating
many of the things which gave & real Fnench flavar io the
house, far example, the canopy over the gnont entrance.

The dnawing room was planned around a magnificent
ROSE NG == which Mrs, Mesta now has in hen f{fa,a/zinﬁuan
apariment. The damask on the walls was taken from a
Fnench chateou, and Ma. Boudin sent a section of ithe
paneling from this chateau 4o the painten here An
Washington could duplicate the backgnound fon the damask.
The entire room was set up inMr, Boudin'’s Peris studio --
drapes, furniture, damask, the carving oven the manted --
adl around the rug.

The dandeﬂmini/:ea’zm&zgmﬂiﬁe neat one
An the home == wos once in the house of antigue collectons

Lond and Lady Beaty. Land Bealy was head of the énglish
Navy duning Wardd Waen One.

memywwdmiﬁe&auingﬁmw one Mnag.
Mesta punchased $rom a friend in New York, and had cut down
4o use in the dining foom.
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The sun room was designed 55; Mr, Boudin == he constructed
a model which he aeni over fon the bullder to copy.

The parguet ¢loars in the Librony (la bibliothegue), the
ing noom and the drawing reom were taken from a Versailles
chateau and shipped over in sections approximately 3-feet aguare.

The paneling (la baisanie) in the Librory is also from a
chateau in Versaillles, The noom it came from apparenily had a
mantel and mirror at each end 05‘ the roam, because Shere was
an additional piecce of tnim which is now aver the large mirnon
in the entrance hall, (When a family was hard up fon cash and
there wene no mone alanvi.l‘r,z fewels 2o aell, they would “4edl a
noon” 1o a dealer, This is where the {loors, the paneling and
the damask came from ~- not grom a howse being tonn down.)

The cartoons on the dining noom walls are Viennese, and
date back 150 to 200 years. Mrs, Mesata bnought them ¢nom
Fnench & (ompany in New York. The Fnench (ompany did the paink-
Ang. and jd&ng Ain” where necessarny. The drapes, Like thase in

noom, wene made by Boudin. The Lights ane old
Wa.tmjmd ones. lhe B‘cmndme Mrs. Mesta had copied from some
zhe had adnired in France., 0 the Awo consoles, one i4 an old
Veneiian one, and the ather a copy 051 F i 2

The irnon gates at the entrance were punchased by Mrs, Mesta
from a Long Yaland estate, They were oniginally, howeven,
brought from France. Several years ago Regden’s Digesd wsed
these gates as an example of very fine iron gates -« the atory
contalned dnsketch og‘ the gates, but did not <ay where J.‘./mg wene
docated.

(This infonmation from fns. Geange Tyson and hen c[augﬁ,tm, Hing.
Lewis ELLis)
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