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Mr. Ramaey Clark 
Ac:tm1 Attomey Oeneral 

Harolcl I'. Rel• 
Executive Aaalatant to the 

Attol'lley Oene:ral 

Public: Diacloaure o1 Warren 
Commission Record• 

February 28, l'i~ 

Thia refer• to a memoranclum to you from the Director, FBI, 
on the above-captioned subject dated 7~bruary 24, 1967. IA hi• 
memorandum th• Director not~d that the Wasbingto.n Evening Star 
of February 23, 1967, containecl an article referrina to material 
'believed to involve David WiWam Ferrie, which baa been kept 
aecret. He stated that an employee of the National Archive• ha.., 
adviaed that newspaper correapondenta have inquired cODc:ermna 
information about Ferri• developed by the FBI_iA 1963. 

With hi• memorandum, tbe Director encloaecl 55 page• o1 
lnvo•t11f J1_v• material which have been withheld from Document 
No. 75- of the Warren Comml•■lon'• Numbered Document roe . 
. The l>irector stated that purawmt to dlac1o·•ur• auiclellnea th••• 
pa1•• have been withheld becauae ~•Y "would be a aouzce o1 
emban-aaament to bm.ocent peraons" and co-Al.;aua "1oaalp Q.Jlcl rumor 
or utalla of a personal nature havln& no aipiflcant coimectioa 
with the aau.a11Datlon ot the P:realdat. 11 The Director atated 
that the FBI hu no ol»Jectlon to makln1 the withheld material 
public and req,aeated you to aclri•• the Bureau and the National 
Archives of your decl•loa concermna the mau.r. 

I recommend that, for the time 'beblg at leaat, the material not 
H mau puJ:»llc. In adclltioa, you may wi•h to con■lder the advl■a• 
1IUlt'f of reqv.eat1n1 the FBI to make further lnveatipticm c:oncer.rl~ 
J'enle'• wherea'bouta on November 22, 1963 •. and Immediately pre­
cedla1 daat at:e. 

Tbe ...._4 material relate• to &Zl FBI lra.veatlpUcm made shortly 
after tbe ••-alaatlan of Prealdezlt Kennedy wit:h reapect to alle;za­
dou ma4e lty _GDe·Jack S. Manta with reapeci to Ferrie'• poaal'ble 

,• 

!/ Doffl!mellt No. 75 l• a ~Uectlon of FBl l'eporta pagmated con• 
aecudvely. It blcl1Mle• material relatm1 to Lee Harvey O■wal4' • 
actlvltl•• ua4I comaenlolaa la New Orle&Da. 
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connection with Oswald and poaaible implication in the assaaai­
nation. The material makes it rather clear that Martin strongly. 
disliked Ferrie and in effect concocted a ·theory involving Ferrie 
with Oswald in the assassination. The theory waa baaed on the 
fact that both Oswald and Ferrie had at one time been connected 
with the Civil Air Patrol in New Orleana. 

The material publicly available in Document No. 75 does 
not convey the extent ol the investigation which tho FBI actually 
made of tho possible Ferrie involvement. H,owever, the material 
aupplied with Mr. Hoover•• memorandum dlacloaea aubatantial 
effort to determine whether Ferrie and Oswald were acquainted 

• and produces no information that they were. Moreover, the with• 
held interviews with Martin (pp. 217-218, 309-311) on their face 
indicate he is a aomewhat diareputable character and diacloae 
his very strong dislike of Ferrie and the far-fetched nature of 
his theory. It waa hia idea that Ferrie "may have hypnotized Lee 
Oswald and planted a post-hypnotic au11••tion that he kill the 
President. u (309) 

Nevertbelesa, release of the deleted material would not 
·necessarily allay suspicions about Ferrie'• involvement. It 
contain• some inveatigation concerning Ferrie' s whereabouts 
on November 22, 1963. According to Ferrie, he left New Orleans 
on a trip to Houaton and other points in Texas and Louisiana at 
approximately 6:30 p. m. on November 22, 1963, in the company of 
Alvin Beauboue£ and Melvin Colley. Ferrie was able to describe 
hia itinerary in considerable detail. Colley confirmed Ferrie'• 
atory concerning the trlp (227-228). However, Beaubouef re­
fuaed·to talk to Bureau agents in the abeence of hia attorney (307-
308) and apparently was not further interviewed. 

Nor does the material, with two exceptions, deal with Ferri•'• 
whereabout• before 6:30 p. m. on November 22, 1963. One ex­
ception relates to a etatement made by attorney G. Wray Gill, 
who aaid that he remembered the morning of November 22, 1963, 
because that morning a jury in New Orleans returned a verdict 
in favor of Gill'• client, Carlos Marcello. Gill thereupon con­
tacted hie aecretary, Mra. Alice Guidroz, who told him that 
Ferrie, who wa• workina for Gill aa an investigator on the caee, 
was in the office at 12:15 p. m. ol that day and would return at 
about 1:30 p.m~ (~20). Mra. Guidroa, however, waa apparently 
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not interviewed with respect to this matter. The withheld 
material also contains a statement by Ferrie that the Marcello 
trial lasted !rom November 4, 1963, through November ZZ, 1963, 
and that he was in New Orleans during the whole period (287). 
Nevertheless, the file contains no direct corroboration that he 
was in N1.?w Orleans before he picked up Beaubouef and Colley 
sometime after 6:30 p. m. on .November zz. Moreover, Ferrie 
and others stated that he owned a !our-place Stinson 150 mono­
plane at the time, but that it was not in flying condition. There 
is no indication that the condition of the airplane or its possible 
use on or before November ZZ, 1963, were ever investigated. 

To the extent that current speculation about a "New Orleans 
plot" to assassinate President Kennedy is not based on Ferrie' a 
involvement, release of the withheld material would not a!!e~t 
such speculation. To the extent that the speculation is based on 
his involvement, the withheld material would not satisfy doubters 
because of the absence of corroboration that be was in New Orleans 
before 6:30 p. m. , November ZZ. Indeed, the material raitJea the 
queation whether an effort to fill the gaps should now be made. 

The withheld material contains numerous references (Zl7, Z84, 
. Z99. 300, 304, 313, 341) to Ferrie as a homosexual, and these were 
apparently the principal reasons for withholding the material. 
Since Ferrie is now dead and such references have been made in 
the newapapera, this reason has leas force than it did in the past. 
N~vertheleaa, it would have aome impact on his associates, e. g. , 
Colley and Beaubouef. In addition, there ia one ref ercnce by Martin 
to a. man named W. Hardy Davia as a "•elf-confessed homosexual". 
(207) 

In view of tho foregoing I do not recommend release of the 
withheld material at this time. I have prepared and am attaching 
a propoaed letter to the National Arc~ves a.nd a proposed memo• 
randum to the Director embodyina thia recommendation. 

Attachment• 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT ~\CE. OF _ DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
/of,- 1'Jt£"' 

(~ RECEIVED J Memorandum 
TO 

f" FROM 

Mr. Ramsey Clark 
The Attorney General 

\ * SEP 2 3 1967 »* 1 tembel' 22, 1 ~ 
~ TE: p 

\ """'"' ~\, '-.. ORNEY GEN£-~ 

Fred M. Vinson, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division 

alter Yeagley 
Assistant Attorney General 
Internal Security Division 

SUBJECT: Assassination of President John F. Kennedy 

Attached for your information is a copy of the memorandum 
summarizing the conference held Thursday, September 21, 1967, between 
Mr. Nathaniel E. Kossack, First Assistant, Criminal Division, and 
Messrs. Edward F. Wegmann and Irvin Dymond, counsel for Clay L. 
Shaw. A copy of this memorandum has been furnished to Lawrence 
Houston, General Counsel, Central Intelligence Agency, with a request 
for his commentso 

At the conference, Messrs. Dymond and Wegmann expressed 
their belief that if Clay L. Shaw is convicted of conspiring to assassinate 
President Kennedy, not only will the Warren Commission and the Commis• 
sion's Report be completely discredited, but confidence throughout the 
world in the United States Government will be undermined. They expressed 
amazement and horror that one prosecutor in one medium-sized city 
could so affect the international stature of the United States. They cited 
the results of a public opinion poll taken in Louisiana during August at the 
direction of Governor John J. McKeithen, which revealed that 88% of those 
interviewed had a favorable impression of Jim Garrison. The District 
Attorney is a dangerous, irresponsible man and must be stopped, they 
concluded. 

Dymond and Wegmann were disparaging of Judge Haggerty, who 
is scheduled to preside at the Shaw trial, saying that he is a notorious 
alcoholic. Also, that he is rumored to have "bounced" a number of checks 
in the New Orleans area, checks which Garrison is supposed to have 
covered and collected, and now keeps in a file to guarantee Haggerty's 
"cooperation.'" Because of Haggerty's (possibly forced) disposition against 
Shaw, Dymond and Wegmann are hesitant to seek a change of venue, lest 
Haggerty assign the case to another parish where the p9litical climate 
might be even less favorable. 

Dymond and Wegmann, who claim that they are forced uto play 
with a stacked deck," presented a strong plea for investigative assistance 
and cooperation to help them refute charges that are otherwise unanswerable. 
Ultimately, their objective is access to information in the CIA files. 
Mr. Kossack said only that we would communicate with them further, 
without any pledge of assistance. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Memorandum 
TO Mr. Ramsey Clark 

The Attorney General 

J 
FROM 1 : Fred M. Vinson, Jr. 

Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division 

SUBJECT: Assassination of President John F. Kennedy 

DATE: 
September 2 2 • 1987 

On Thursday, September 21, 1967, at 11:15 ao m., two of the 
attorneys representing Clay Lo Shaw, who has been indicted in New 
Orleans, Louisiana, for conspiring to assassinate the late President 
Kennedy, came to the Department of Justice to confer with 
Mr. Nathaniel E. Kossack, First Assistant, Criminal Division, about 
procedural problems and their strategy in the forthcoming trial. 
Mr. Kossack advised them that although their requests would be 
received and considered, no assurances or commitments of coopera .. 
tion could be made at this time. In the course of their conversation, 
the Messrs. Irvin Dymond and Edward F o Wegmann indicated that they 
desired assistance from the Department of Justice in several matters: 

1. To ascertain whatever contact existed prior to or on the 
date of the assassination between the Central Intelligence Agency and 
the following individuals: 

a. Donald P. Norton 
b. David L. Ferrie 
c. Lee Harvey Oswald 
do Clay Lo Shaw 
e. Gordon Dwane Novel 
f. Burton Klein 
g. Irvin Dymond 
ho Edward Fo Wegmann 
i. William Jo Wegmann 
jo Lee Odom 
ko Steven Plotkin 

(Dymond and Wegmann stated that they might later submit the names of 
other individuals about whom they had similar questionso) 
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2. To learn whether Federal Bureau of Investigation "rap 
sheets" would be available on named individualso 

3. To learn whether Perry Raymond Russo had ever been 
interrogated by the Federal Bureau of Investigationo 

4. To learn whether Clay L. Shaw had been investigated by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation in the course of the inquiry into the death 
of President Kennedy. 

5. To learn whether Clay Lo Shaw had been investigated by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation since March 1, 1967, regarding the 
strength and merit of District Attorney Garrison's charges against himo 
More specifically, to learn whether an FBI agent visited and interviewed 
Mrs. Artrel Kirk Trelford, of Houston, Texas, concerning her social 
contacts with Shaw subsequent to her purchase of his property at 
525 Duaphine Street, New Orleans. 

6. To determine the whereabouts of Lee Odom, who vanished 
with the $3,000 proceeds from a bullfight he had promoted for the July 4, 
1967, Optimists' Club of Irving, Texas. Odom's last known address was 
P. O. Box 174. Irving. And to learn if the FBI had investigated Odom 
after Garrison announced that he had found in Shaw's personal notebook 
the same number as he claimed could be decoded from a number in 
Oswald's notebook. Shaw has claimed that the number in his notebook 
is that of a post office box used by Odom for a business he previously 
operated. 

7. To determine the whereabouts of Jack L. Ruby and Lee Harvey 
Oswald during the period September 1 • September 5, 1963. More 
specifically, to determine whether either of them could have been in the 
Capitol House Hotel in Baton Rouge during that period. 

8. To determine the financial situation of Lee Harvey Oswald 
during the month of September, 1963: i. eo , when and where he cashed 
his regular unemployment checks. -

9. To determine the whereabouts of George Senator, who was 
Jack Ruby's roommate in November, 19630 
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lOo To ascertain the FBI's willingness to conduct an investigation 
of Perry Raymond Russo for its psychological effect alone••i. e., to "shake up" 
Russo so that he would repudiate his allegedly perjurious testimony given at 
the preliminary examination March 14•17i, 1967. 

Mr. Kossack made direct answers to only two of these requests: 
he stated that the "rap sheets" referred to in paragraph 2 are covered by 
a statutory restriction,. and may be distributed only to persons associated 
with law enforcement agencies; and he advised that Russo would be 
interrogated (paragraph 9) only in connection with an investigation of a 
violation of Federal law within the FBI's investigative jurisdiction. 

Messrs. Dymond and Wegmann specualted that they might file a 
complaint w~th United States Attorney Louis LaCour stating that Shaw's 
civil rights have been violated through a conspiracy by Garrison, 
Dro Esmond Fatter and Perry Raymond Russo, to present false testimony 
at Shaw's preliminary examinatbn, and through such a complaint draw the 
FBI into the matter and prompt an interrogation of Russo. Mr o Kossack 
referred them to Mro John Doar, Assistant Attorney Generali, or Mro Robert 
Owen, First Assistant, Civil Rights Division, for further comment on the 
federal civil rights statutes. 

After speculating that they might seek a change of venue to 
another Louisiana parish, and commenting on the alleged chronic 
intoxication of Judge Haggerty and the apparent liaison between 
Judge O'Hara and the Teamsters, the two attorneys left a 12:15 p. m. 
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GENERAL SERVICE,S A_DMINISTRATION 

J ·1, I? 
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Honorable Frank M. Wozencraft 
Assistant Attorney General 
Office of Legal Counsel 
Department of Justice 
Washington, . C. 20530 

Dear 

Washington, D.C. 7JJ4()5 

JAN 111967 

Enclosed herewith is response from Edward J. Ennis, Esq., to our 
letter of December 30 concerning autopsy X-rays and photographs 
of the late President Kennedy. 

This copy is being provided so that your files may be complete in 
the matter. 

Sincerely yours, 

~ 
William H. Brewster 
Special Assistant 

to the General Counsel 

Enclosure 

.... .. trttdom in r OUT _Future Wifh U.S. Sf~ ~-Bonds 

r r • ~ 
JI 
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EDW.A.RD J. ENNIS 

ATTORlfZT .U J.,J,,.'W 

Mr. Lawson B. Knott, Jr. 
Adminis'trator 

·General services Administration 
Washington, D~ c. 20405 

Dear Mr. Knot·t: 

14S!J BllOADW.&.Y, 10!:W TOlUt O, 1', 'i: 

January 5, 1967 

I thank you for-your reply of December 30 to my letter of 
November 23 to the Acting Attorney General. I appreciate your 
explaining so fully the regulatory authority and circumstances 
under which the autopsy material was accepted and is held. 

Sincerely yours,- ... 

• ·-
,.. 

..... ... ; 
~ t~ 

r-: -
r""' 

,... - f"f 

.,. 

(- , 
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A - C9mnission was wrong; demands for new inquiry.· 

" The authors who have criticized the conclusions of the 

Warren CoDJDission do not claim to have any significant new 

evidence, so far as we are aware. Rather, their criticisms 

and demands for a new inquiry are _based upon_.di~ferent conclu-

sions they have drawn from the same body of evidence that was ... 
/ 

analyzed by the Coamis~ion. No convincing demonstration has 
/ 

,' / 

yet been madeJ in our opinion; that the conclusions of any of 

the authors ought to be accepted in preference to those of 

the COU1Dission. In these circumstances, we see no basis for a 

.. 
new inquiry at this time. 

• 

.. , 



B - Withholding of Coumission evidence 

The Warren Coumission gathered a vast amount of material, 

much of it having only remote connection with the assassination. 

The bulk of the material that was before the Comnission either· 

was published in its 26•volume Hearings or ia available to 

researchers at the National Archives. The relatively small 

port.ion which is not now available to the public consists pri• 

marily of intelligence or investigative reports~ch if 

disclosed might compromise confidential sources or jeopardize 

the lives of individuals abroad. Public availability of other 

information is being delayed pending completion of lhe prose• 

cution of Jack Ruby, but will then be released. All of the 

Coumission material which hu not yet been released will be 

reviewed periodically until all of it has been made available 

to the public. 



C - Autopsy pictures 

The photographs and X•raye taken in ~onnection with the 

autopsy of President Kennedy were transferred to the National 

Archives by his family under restrictions which the Government 

accepted pursuant to the statute governing the deposit of his• 

torical materials relating to fomer presidents. The autopsy 

pictures are available at any time for official inspection by 

ay government body having authority to investigate matters 

relating to the assassination. They will also be available, 

after a five-year period, for non-official iDSpection by experts 

in pathology or related areas of science, subject to restrictions 

suitable to the subject matter of these pictures. 
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UNITED ... STATES GOVE1. . .fENT l .'ARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Memorandum 
TO Mr. Ramsey Clark 

Acting Attorney General 
DATE: December 15• 1966 

Carl Eardley 

1 
I FROM : Second Assistant 

L l, Ci vi 1 Divis i on 

SUBJECT! 

It is our opinion that the Department of Justice 
should neither attempt to further interrogate Ruby nor 
instigate any inquiries by the press: 

1. Ruby, in our judgment, cannot make any statements 
which would be helpful in resolving the critic's charge 
that someone other than Oswald participated in the assassi­
nation of the President. His polygraph interrogation • 
conducted by the Commission at Ruby's request is found at 
R. 807, and his testimony before the Commission is found 
at V:181-213, and XIV:514-570. 

2. To commence an inquiry of this nature would lead 
to a conclusion that the Department of Justice was not 
satisfied with the Warren Report, and was re-opening the 
matter. 

3. To inquire of Ruby would lead to demands that we 
inquire of other, and more important witnesses, many of 
whom are listed in the Esquire article. 

It seems highly probable that Ruby has sold his story 
to someone, and that some time, sooner or later, his memoirs 
will be published. We do not know of any way to prevent 
this, if it were deemed desirable, and if the Department 
now undertakes to get a statement from Ruby we shall prob­
ably be adding interest and weight to a statement, which in 
our opinion cannot possibly still or quiet the criticisms 
which are being aired (and exploited~,,,. (.lt@rlHlP.S s9me 
thought should be given to the possibility that the FBI has 
later information, which if known to us 1 ,i,~ change our 
recommendation. We think this possibifitf t.Slight, and we 
do not recommend any stimulation of FBI activity.) 

L t:'J J) 

I 

I 
\ 
\ 

'I, 

' 
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Mr. Raasey Clark 
Acting Attorney General 

Dece•ber 1s. 1966 

Carl Eardley 
Second Assistant 
Civil Division 

It is our opinion that the Department of Justice 
should neither attempt to further interrogate Ruby nor 
instiaate any inquiries by the press: 

1. Ruby, in our judgment, cannot ■ake any statements 
which would be helpful in resolving the critic's charge 
that soaeone other than Oswald pRrticipated in the assassi­
nation of the President. His polygraph interrogation 
conducted by the Coa■ission at Ruby's request is found at 
R. 807• and his testimony before the Co•■ission is found 
at V:181-213• and XIV:S14-S70. 

2. To commence an inquiry of this nature would lead 
to a conclusion that the Department of Justice was not 
satisfied with the Warren Report, ·and was re-opening the 
■atter. 

3. To inquire of Ruby would lead to demands that we 
inquire of other, and more i•portant witnesses, many of 
whom are listed in the Esquire article. ' 

It seems hiahly probable that Ruby has sold his story 
to soaeon•• and that some time. sooner or later, his memoirs 
will be published. We do not know of any way to prevent 
this, if it were dee11ed desirable, and if the Department 
now undertakes to get a statement from Ruby we shall rrob• 
ably be adding interest and weight to a statement, wh ch in 
our opinion cannot possibly still or quiet the criticisms 
which are being aired (and exploited). (Perhaps soN 
thouaht should be aiven to the possibility that the FBI has 
later inforaation• which if known to us 1 might chanae our 
recom11endation. We think this possibility slightt and we 
do not recommend any stimulation of PBI activity.J 



OFFICE: OF 
THE ATTORNEY "1.ENERAL 

November 25, 1966 

To the Acting Attorney General: 

It looks quite possible 
that this letter is intended to provide 
a basis for the litigation which Mark 
Lane has threatened. I have there­
fore sent the original to OLC with 
the request that it reply directly 
after clearing with the 'Civil Division..- ,t... 

~4~r~>At-

NO\I ?. 51966 

p.puty ~ttomey Qene1al 



EDWARD J. ENNIS 

ATTORJl'BT AT LAW 
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·, ~~v n ~ \,~'oof'f\Ct ' ,..,.._, IIAl'ICLAY 7-U•:1 

•'>.t ~G~ t• ~- ·.JJ<w.ember 23, 1966 

/.' * (;~'1iG·.-2 S 1966 ~t 
Honorable Ramsey Clark -~~.7JOR~~- . • 
~cting Attorney General ~~~ • ~., / 
.. of the United States "-.ORNf.Y GE.~3/ 
Department of JUstice • ·-·-·-
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Attorney General Clark: 

Mark Lane, author of •~Rush to JUdgment", which discusses 
the circumstances of President Kennedy's assassination, has requested 
me to represent him in seeking an opportunity to examine the X-rays 
and photographs of the President's body·taken at the Naval Hospital 
at Bethesda, Maryland on or after November 22, 1963. I am informed 
that these photographs and X-rays taken by the government personnel 
at the hospital were turned over to the President's family, but 
recently were returned to the government in the person of your 
predecessor in office with a stipulation that they should not be 
made available for examination. I am also informed that a reasonable 
request by Mr. Lane to President Kennedy's family for an opportunity 
to examine the photographs and X-rays has been refused. 

In view of the fact that this material from its inception 
appears to have been and continues to be government property, it is 
requested that it be made available for inspection, and copying, by 
private citizens who have an interest in the circumatances of the 
assassination. I respectfully suggest tor your consideration that 
any restrictions governing the inspection of this government 
property should be adopted and promulgated by the appropriate 
government official, keeping in mind the great and legitimate public 
interest in the matter. This principle apparently has already been 
recognized to the extent that some material, I understand, has been 
made available. I also respectfully suggest that stipulations or 
conditions by private persons, even members of the late President's 
family, cannot control the inspection of this material. 

/.;1... -~/-L .. .!J 
uEPARTM rnr oF JusrtCE I : 

27 NOV 25 .1966 .·~ 
R 

. ,., 

,-: . .'1.1,. D: 
ORNEY GENERAL. 

xc"°,F,F,lC(. OF LE.AL "UNSU 
COf'Y 

I , 
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Honorable Ramsey Clark November 23, 1966 

My client, Mr. Lane, of course, is prepared to observe 
any reasonable restrictions which you or another appropriate 
government official may place upon the inspection and copying of 
this material such as the place of inspection and the means of 
copying so that the material shall in no way be altered or damaged. 

Respectfully yours, 

---~-------' 
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Washington, D. C. 20003 
Uncnln 3-~000 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

November 21, 1966 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 20535 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I have noted with considerable concern the recent rash 
of books, articles and statements which are creating confusion 
and doubts about the validity of the findings of the warrc:n 
Commission regarding the assassination of President Kennedy. 
Much of the criticism has been directed at the conduct of the 
Commission's inquiry. Certain conclusions reached by the 
Commission have been questioned and new theories advanced as 
to what actually happened. 

These critics have used various interpretations of 
evidence collected by the Commission and alleged conflicts in 
information reported to the Commission to support their theories. 
One of the "conflicts" concerns the alleged variance of the 
results of the medical examination of the President's body, 
recorded in FBI reports dated December 9, 1963, and January13, 
1964, and the official autopsy report. 

I realize you have not taken issue with any of the 
people who have questioned the Warren Commission inquiry and 
the conclusions resulting from it. I realize also you must 
restric~ your remarks to matters relating solely to the FBI's 
role in the invest;gation. I believe~ however, that a statement 
from you at this time regarding the alleged conflict between 
information reported by the FBI and the autopsy will greatly 

l~I 

help in clearing qf the confusion and setting the record straight. 

Naturally, I would want permission to publish your 
statement. 

Sinoerely yours, 

o/44-1~1· -~~~ 
/ s~dney ,P)ltein 

city J!: 1.tor 
ea 
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a.tatttt• (ffeht • tile ••tloa •f Pr••l4' .. ticl llll-ra,!N dlc1t 
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autlleri••• th• GSA te aeeept fTG■ toner Pre•ld•ats or their 

f•lli•• papers and other hlsterical ••t•rl•l• relatlna te 

i,e Preal•nt. ne 1tatute authorise• 1ueh gifts to~• ••4• 

••bj ect to r•1trlction1 iaJ)OSecl 'by th• 4enors an4 aecepta~l• 

to th• OoYenment, ancl preYlcl•• tbt thoae Testrtettons will 

be nspected ~, tlle GoYernaeat ln ceaaectln with lt• C\latedy 

aa, use ef ■aterials that are 4epHlte4 la th11 ■aaner. 

(). Why were th• clotb.es treat-4 ta tbi1 ••Y 1'ather than under 

the ye1tla, OTHrT 

\.l !• It ••••• apprep•t•t• to ... 1 with all of the personal 

it .. , relatla, to Prealdeat Ieu••Y 1A ••• packa1•- ne 

re1trictl••• 1peclft•• lty tile fully "it.la re1pect to t'he 

clothla1 an "1"11lallar to tho•• which the ArclliYe1 woul• 

h••• lapeae4 la any ••••t for their care. 

Q. y wenn•t the autep1y pictures alr• y Geweru.ent preperty 
1lac• •'•I were aa•• by Oevenant tec:hnlci••• ln • hYen­

tllnt f&ct ityT 

A. The qve1tloa wkether papeT1 n• r•l•t•• ••t•rlals 

1•••r•t•• ~ or 1Jl co-ection witll a partieal&T Ptesiient Hloq 

to bl• or tot~• Governaeat ~•• e44ly eaoug~ aot r••lly been 

1ett.led. A• you poa1tbly now. fr• Geora• Waahln1toa•1 tl•• 

on practically eYery Preal4ent ele&Hd eut tbe White Hou••• 

No one 1'u ner ned • Pr••t•nt or bl• fully for dol•a 10. 
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T~ spHlal atatvte relatlas t• hesl•••tlal 11,~arl•• l• 

1at ... ecl le awolc •ucll ••••17 41sput•• htweea tu 

--•.--at ... lel'IKr PT•tl ... t• er Uelr fealll••• aN 

wa• •••trau prectaelJ f•• t•l• llad •f 1ltutl••· 
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Statement by a Department Spokesman 

Mr. Edward F. W~gmann, a lawyer in New Orleans, wrote 

the Department of Justice on May 24, 1967, requesti~g a 

public clarification _of news· stories concerning his .. client, 

Mr. Clay Shaw. He referred to an impromptu press inte.rview 

of the Attorney General on March 2, 1967. This .statement 

is in response to Mr. Weginann' s request.· 

The FBI investigation in New Orleans_ following the -
. . . 

assassination of President Kennedy covered allegations by 

Dean A. Andrews, Jr. which included a re.ference to "Clay 

Bertrand." "Clay Bertrand" was not identified as a real 

person. No evidence was found that Clay Shaw was ever called 

"Clay Bertrand." 

The Attorney General's comment on March 2 that Mr. Shaw 

was involved in the invest~gation was based on a briefi~g 

that morni~g. The Attorney General has since determined 

that this was erroneous. Nothi~g arose indicati~g a need to 

invest~gate Mr. Shaw. As the Attorney General stated in the 

interview, no connection between Mr. Shaw and the assassination 

was found in the thorough .investigation by the FBI. 

The Department of Justice is convinced that Le.e Harvey 

Oswald alone assassinated President Kennedy. 



~ 
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Press interview with Ramsey Clark, March 2, 1967. 

Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

Question: 

Answer: 

General Clark, you said two days ago after your 
nomination was announced that you·would hope that 
District Attorney Garrison would turn over any 
information he has from his New Orleans probe. 
Has he turned over any information on the arrest 
of this latest_ gentleman? 

No, he has not. We haven't heard from District 
Attorney Garrison and I feel that, as I said the 
other day, _if he really has any information or 
evidence he has an obligation to bring it to 
the Federal authorities who have been involved in 
the overall investigation. He has not at this 
date. I remain doubtful that he has anything. 

Has the Justice Department made any attempt to 
contact District Attorney Garrison about this? 

We have not made any contact in view of his state­
mentsover the last week or so. 

Mr. Clark, do you have information yourself about 
Clay Shaw? 

He was involved in an FBI investigation in the New 
Orleans area in November-December 1963. We have 
the evidence that's there involved and you can 
assume what the conclusions were from the Warren 
Commission report. 

He was not mentioned in the Warren Commission 
report, was he? 

He was not. 

So, you don't beli.eve he did have any connection 
with the --

On the evidence that the FBI had there was no 
connection found. 

You say that he was checked out and found clear, 
more or less? 

That's right. That's true. 

., r - -



wmTE HOUSE 5/24/67 

to AG from B. Baadera: 5 Pl• carbon 
re lnterroptkm of (unknown 1Ddlvldual) 
ParisJl vl Orleus grud jUy &/17/87 -­
Ganisoa invesUptiOll 

1/2' to AG 

'II ■I I 

~ "a'w 
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With regard to the lnterroption before tne Parlao of 

Orleans grand Jury May 17, 1967, the following 1• my recollection 

ot. what tranapired: 

Initially tnere were peraonal queatlona to me and District 

Attorney Garriaon undertook toe interrogation. Tbe flrat aeries of 

queationa propounded by Garrtaoo were in tile nature of statements 

of fact, - waa I familiar wito statement of. fact which generaly 1bowed 

that Lee Harv y Oswald waa aaaociated with Cubana tn the New Orleans 

area; tbat Lee Harvey Oawald waa 1D tbe employ of tbe CIA: there were 

atmilar queatiou of. thi• type. With r prd to theae preponderanc 

(prepoet roua) atatementa made by Garriaon - my recollection that 

I anawered that I did not know. 

Tbere waa another aerlea of queationa involvtna tile identity 

of a heavy set Ouban tbat wa1 .. ---- Oswald around New Orleana 

wbo I waa not familiar wltb and ao advtaed tbe grand Jury. There was a 

aeries of queatloaa tnvolvtna tbe identity of a number of. names. 1 

eatlmate that there were u many as 20 names mentioned in the serlea and 

none of toe names were famlliar to me. It appeared that Garriaon was 

taking tbeae names from a list tbat be bad prepared. Most of them 

aeemed to bave been of Cuban extraction. There ~q@_Jaeriea CJl q~ati~. 
~ - // 

aaklng me regarding Dalzell and I waa familiar w th piize 1 ..• I acknbwledged 

• : ll : MAY 2.2 1967 (. • 
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that I knew bl m and they inquired aa to whether Dalzell waa a CIA 

agent and I told tbem I don't know. They aaked 1f tbe record• of 

the Bureau would reflect toe identity of tne organization of the Pree 

Poree of Cuba and I invoked tbe -priYll ge. 

There were numeroua queat1ou regarding my knowledge 

of the relatioaahlp between Clay Shaw and Lee Harvey O.wald and wben 

the queattona Involved my peraonal knowledge I .. 1d that I did not know. 

On queattona wblch would require a knowledge of the file■ of tbe PBI 

I invoked the prlvileg . Tbe matter of greateat importance to Garrlaon 

and members al Garrlaon'a staff in hie matter they referred to aeveral times 

during the courae of tbe Interrogation waa the means by woat PBI cleared 

Clay Shaw of tbe aaaaaainatlon of Prealded Kennedy and they were 

repeatedly referring to tbe Attorney General and atatementa and on one 

occaaion a long dt.aertatioo of tbe New York Tima waa diacuased by 

one of tbe aa1iatanta. W 1th regard to queationa otber than did I 

peraonally know Clay Shaw, wbicll I replied I did not know, I invoked toe 

privilege. The other queatlona involved what tbe PBI bad dODe, whether 

the PBI bad a file, why we don't have a file. I invoked tbe privilege. 

Tbe queatlon waa asked did I know Clay Bertum and 1 anawered 

no. There were a few queatioaa involving woetber tbe FBI had taveattgated 

Clay Soaw •• Clay Bertrand and I invoked toe prlvllege. There were a 
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number of queattone aaked about Pair Play for Cuba. David Perrie'a 

connectlona with tbe Pair Play for Cuba. whether I know Ser1io Arcacba 

Smitb - I anawered queationa wblcb related to my peraoaal knowledge 

to most of tileae queationa no. I told them that I had aeen Sergio 

Arcacba Smith. but wu not acquainted with him. 

There waa a aeries of queatlona regarding the aelzure ol 

exploeivea acroea the lake In tbe Sliddell area and a aeries of queationa 

regarding alleged training campa acroea the lake. I adviaed the jury 

that I wu unfamiliar wttb tase mattera. They asked no apeclftc 

queat10D8 about individual■ with reapect to the training camp and 

tbey were attempting to deYelop government policy and why proeecutlon 

did not occur and what waa the government'• relationabip with tbe 

Cubana. Wu tbe PBI attll lDveatiptiq the uaaaalnation of 

Preaide.- Kennedy; don't you have any knowledge of bunker burglary 

and 1 atated no. The Identity ol tbe agents working on aecurlty manera. 

Tbe only one I could recall waa Warren OeBrueya. I told blm be waa in 

Wubington. I wu aaked If l lmew Dean Andrew• and I acknowledged that 

1 did. They wanted to know lf Dean Andrew• worked for any agency of the 

Federal Government and I told him I did not know except be mipt bave 

worked yeara ago aa an employee ol tbe Immigration and NaturaUzation. 

Tjlere waa a queatlon about did I know Guy Banniater and who bung around 

Guy Banniater'1 abop, private de¢tectlve agency. Old I go Into 522 Camp 

Street. I aaid if that was a reataurant on the corner I went there all of 



the time. I have been in Guy Bannteter'a many times and tbe only 

peraon wbo hung around there was Jack Martin. Tbey asked if I 

knew the relationabip between Bannister and S mitb and Oawald. but 

I don't recall bringing In Perrie'a name that tied It into the 

Cuban situation. To the seriea of queationa 1 told them I knew 

nothing about tbem. The asked about Grady Durham; if I knew him 

and I told them that I apprehended bim foe the District Attorney's 

office for unlawful flight to avoid proeecutiOD, theft and bad returned 

bim to tbe Ota trict Attorney's office in New Orleans. 

V arioua queatioaa inter a paced throughout tbe interrogation 

was in a aerlea of questions involving my knowledge c1 Jack Ruby and 

by be came to New Orleana and did I know who be contacted in New 

Orleana and the queatlona wbicb required that 1 anawer by personal 

knowledge I aaid no, but there were some of tbeae questions which 

involved records of. the government's inveatlption wbtcb I conducted 

which I invoked tbe prtvileg . 

Garriaon during the course '1 lnterrogation began inaiatlng 

that I interviewed David Perrle in 1963 and personal recollection 

indicating tbat I bad done ao and I advised Garrlaon that I did not interview 

Perrle in 1963. I don't recall any queationa asking the identity~ tbe agent 

who may have interviewed Ferrie m 1963 and I don't remember invokin1 

the privilep. I invoked the priYilege when they asked queattooa regarding 

my Interview wttb David Ferrie . when occurred and 1'tlat bad he said. 



5 

My memory on th.ta point la not particularly clear. In theae lnltlal 

que■tiona by Garrlaon tbere waa a lot ~ talk about would I know 

anything about buying equipment, thinga of thle aort - I told them 

I did not know. 

In regard to Dean Andrewa there was ln the public record 

and tbat Dean Andrew■, wbetber I ln.e■tigated Dean Andrew■ and I 

bad to explaln tbat I waa lnvolved in the lnveatigatton. but be waa not a 

subject of tbe investigation. It waa all ln the record. Garriaoo brought 

out that be wa■ familiar wito the facts tbat I worked on criminal matters 

rather than on aecurlty and I told him that I did not work on security 

matters. 



- THE WHITE HOUSE 

Honorable Ramsey Clark 
The Attorney General 
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IN THE MATTER OF 

REGIS L. KENNEDY, 
SPECIAL AGENT, 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF 
INVESTIGATION 

NO. -----
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

MOTION TO QUASH 

IN THE -------
COURT OF ORLEANS 

PARISH, LOUISIANA 

The Unlt.ed States Attorney for the Eastern District of Louisiana 

files this Motion to Quash the subpoena of the Orle8D8 Parish Grand Jury 

served upon Special Agent Regis L. Kennedy of the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation on May 5, 1967, and respectfully shows: 

I 

Special Agent Kennedy is now and baa been since ______ _ 

attached to the New Orle8D8 Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

He conducts investigations assigned to him by his superiors. Aa with all 

Special Agents of tbe Fm the information which he obtains in ~ investiga­

tion is recorded by him in written reports which are forwarded to the head­

quarters of the Federal Bureau of Investigation in Washington, D. c. Such 

reports are a part of the official files of the Department of Justice. 

By virtue of Department of Justice Order No. 324:-84', which baa 

the force and effect of law, every Special Agent of the FBI is prohibited 

from producing or disclosing information or material contained in the files 

of the Department of Justice or acquired in the performance of his official 

duties or because of his official status f~ 

II 

The Orleana Parish Grand Jury and District Attorney James 

Garrison are reportedly 1Dquir1ng into the circumstances of the assassina­

tion of President John F. Kennedy. Information or material which Special 

µ,f'- ~ 
Agent Regis L. Kemedy hu 'COi---• this matter waa acquired by him in 
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the performance of his official duties and has heretofore been recorded 

by him in written reports forwarded to the he~arters oJ the FBI. All 

Fm reports relating to the assassination of Presid,ent John F. Kennedy 

including the reports of Special Agent ReJ: Kennedy were turned over to 

the Warren Commission and are now deposited in the National Archives. 

m 

The subpoena for Special Agent Kennedy should be quashed for 

the following reasons: 
cU; 

1. Traditionally, Fm Agents -.e not •k•ss111a .. •111 •1 ed 

• testify before state grand juries •••·•n•---•fc"'dte .... r.!z'llia.~Piaagl!'lcMaemie1Ba 

with respect to information or material gained by them in the 

performance of their official duties or by reason of their official 

status. This rule is based upon the sound policy that the integrity 

and effectiveness of the Fm is protected by restricting such infor­

mation and material to federal law enforcement. 

2. Department of Justice Order No. 324-64 prohibits 

any officer or employee of the Department from producing or dis- J 
closing Information or material c~alned In the files of the Depart- J) ~­

ment of Justice or acquired 4:;:., ~ the perform81Ul8A / c~ vr~ 
of his official duties or because of his official status~ order 

and the policy therein set forth follows similar orders and poli~ '( 

lH••lil ttd 6 ?J ttl hy Attorneys General of the United States 

1~ 
tk_,.he11t tile years. 

3. Special Agent Kennedy has been instructed by the 

Attorney General pursuant to Order No. 324-64 that he is not to 

testify with respect to information or material acquired by him 
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in the performance of his official duties or because of 

his official status. 

IV 

Customarily when local authorities seek information from a 

federal investigative agency, they inquire of the proper federal officials. 

No inquiry has been made here. 

Wherefore, it is requested that the subpoena be quashed. 

Respectfully submitted, 



IN TBB IIATl'BR OF 

UGIS L. KBMNBDY, 
SPBCIAL AGDT, 
l'BDBIW, BUUAU 01' 
INVBSTIGATION 

NO. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

iN 'IHB ------
COURT 01' ORLBAJIS 

PARISB, LOUISIANA 

IIOTION m QUASB 

'Ille United States Attorney l'or the Baatern District ot 

Louiaiana tiles this llotion to Quash the aubpoena ot the 

Orleans Pariah Grand Jury aerved upon Special Asent Regia L. 

Kennedy ot the Federal Bureau ot Inveati1ation on May 6, 

1967, and reapecttully abowa: 

I 

Special qent Kennedy ia now and bu been aince 

attached to the New Orleans Office ot the --------
Federal Bureau ot lnveati1ation. Be conduct■ inveatigations 

assigned to bia by bia auperiora. AB with all Special qenta 

t • ✓ ot tbe FBI ~toraation which be obtains in any inveati1a­

tion is recorded by bia in written report■ wbicb are forwarded 

to tbe headquarter■ ot tbe l'ederal Bureau ot lnveati1ation in 

Washington, D. c. Such reports are a part ot tbe official 

file■ of tbe Depart-nt ot Juatice. 

BJ virtue of Departaent of Juatice Order No. 324-64, 

wbicb baa tbe force and effect of law, every Special qent of 

tbe l'BI ia prohibited fro■ producina or diacloaing intoraation 

or ■aterial contained in the file■ ot the Departaent of 

Juatice or acquired in the perforaance of hia official duties 

or because of hia official statua. 

II ' - ~- / 

p/

0 
'Ille Orleans Pariah Grand Jury 1111dsW tee•••••• 

/ ~ v r~ Diatrict Attorney Garri•n • reportedly inquiring into the 

circu■atances of the uauaination ot the~ President 

✓- John I'. Kennedy. ~ fntorution or uterial 
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which Special qent Resia L. Kennedy bu concernins this 
~,.,,...,,,._, ...c;:__ 

aatter wu acquired by bi■ in the'__... of bia official 
, 

duti•• and bu heretofore been recorded by bia in written 

report• forwarded to tbe headquarter• of the l'BI. 

a;:::r~~ Ill 

rela:~.l~ t~ 'j~~~~~-~~~ ~°-f the 
late Preaident John P. Kennedy~were turned over to tbe 

Warren Co■aiuion.-- After tbe 1Ju1reu Coiiluion coapleted 

ita=1Uvc■ti1••*•• alt' itl tilN Wire 'idfiiid over to~• 

~i•t at the ua,t•• lt•t•• and are now depoaited in 

tbe Rational 

A 1 of tbe inv. 

Kenned • Kennedy 
I. le to the be Rational 

portio reporta, 

witbbe OD tbe 

adopte of tbe 

Vin ear thereof 

be a aour 
t per_aona 

aource, or appar 
aater 1 in quea 
goa■i and ru■or 
Datu. baYiq DO 
wit tbe uausin 

Tbe subpoena for Special qent Kennedy abould be quubed 

for tbe following reuon■: 

1. Traditionally, aad in reee1ait••• sf the fact 

:taat u .. DI i■ a federal iau•••*••ti•• •1nmc,~ its 

qenta have not been coapelled to te■tify before state 

1rand juries or other non-federal as•ncie■ with reapect 
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to inforaation or aaterial 1ained by the■ in the 

perforaance of their official dutiea or by reuon of 

their official atatua. 'lhia rule ia baaed upon the 

aound policy that the intesrity and effectiveneaa of 

the FBI~• lets 1 t 011e11ae1;1 =-•••~1• protected 

by reatrictiq aucb inforaation and aaterial to federal 

law enforc ... nt. .r-;. 
1cf"''~'·•' 

2. ,111 & 11t Depart-nt 11 Order Ho. 324-84, and the 

policy therein aet forth, '1a ~~.tarts aiailar Order■ 
and policiea iaaued and followed by Attorney■ General 

of the United State■ tbroup the year■ . 'lhe Order 

prohibit■ the production or diacloaure of inforaation or 

aaterial contained in the file■ of the Depart•n~ of 
~ 

Juatice or acquired by any l'BI Asent n■ s 11•• 1cf the 

perforaance of bia official dutiea or becauae of bia £ / 

official atatua. f 
3. Special Asent Kennedy baa been inatructed ~ 

purauant to Order Ho. 324-84 that be ia not to teatify 

with reapect to inforaation or aaterial acquired by bia 

in the perforaance of bia official dutiea or becauae of 

·bta official atatua. -Stnc• ell tato1mtl6■ •••• be 

bM:Qi---LU 14li•q¢ Ai •• t1111::1rend ;111r1 1nqnt•, ta 

1@__. ■•ok c- !:Hiill I M , 1 ·-··· to PISUIIU ■iatn:frt 
A"ttn ■sJ 8WIFll6B ltici tbi OP!IIU PL ta • cd ••, 

of their o 
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r 
j 

• force-Dt ,. _... thl■ z ■•oD~l autboriti•• uaueJly ' ,, ~..w~~ 
~'diacua• tbeirAobjecti••• witb repreaeDtati••• of tbe federal ~ 

~ ~., .,_ ~, -, '""' ~-V-~-- _, • ; 

soverwDt•aDd tbe aatter ia ..,, 7 i, re■olved" la tlle-.. 

all•••• ell••• d1ecne■1.•• tlle le .. ••talll6••• led«r":!:.::!3lt,s...------■net •••••6il •• lpuC1!£.IIW■t WWWWdj ■bUJH ildt IN ••~1.'•IL_.. 

t'O ··••*''· 

oppreaeive. 
,/ 

Special DJ OD • ll&t 

. 324-84. 

to 

Wherefore, it 1■ reque■ted tbat tbe ■ubpoeDa be 

qua-bed. 

..apectfully ■ubaitted, 



UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 
hsftltlf Dl■TRICT 01' LoUJ■l4JfA. 

NEW ORLEANS, LOUJSIAN-'. '70180 

April ll, 1967 

Honorable Rauq Clark 
Attornq General 
Departllllnt ot Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20,30 

Dear RUl887I 

As per our telephone conftrsation ot todq, 
enclosed herein is an article anti tled "The Dlrll' s 
D.A." published in the uguine "Mn Orleans," official 
mntblT publication ot the Cbulber of Coallarce ot the 
Hew Orleans area. The article by' Dand Chandler was 
in the NoftJlber 1966 edition. 

I• also enclosing three articles troa the 
s- publication, the .April 1967 edition, dialing with 
the Garrison inwstigation. 

Encla. 

U:LaCaeet 

Kindest personal regards. 

, 

COUR 
United States Attornq 



"I am dugwted with ,olitics and I am 
lecving politics for fwivate ractice."­
District .-ftlOf'ftC, Jim C.rrison, Septetn• 
bn, 1966. • 

"Me quit1 Olr, nol Peoplt are tallc­
ing ab()td running me for KOVernor if 
McKeithen's second-tffffl bid .foils. It's 
a possibtlity." - Sa•e clu,/1, October, 
1966. 

TH& STORY GOU that tbe two magazine 
photographen walked • into the New 
Orleans diltri£t .attorney'• office, rested 
their equi~t hap and tripods, on 
the. Door and •kl the receptioailt: "Hi. 
We're here to ·•hoot Jim Garri10n." She 
looked at them cynically. She told .them. 
"Hurry up.~ Jn tbe offic:ea ~f Louisi­
ana', moat glittering crime crusader 
that attitude bu prevailed linc:c the in­
vestigative geni-. Penhing Gcrvail. left 
one year ago. The bittcmes1 begins 
with Garri10n and it spread.a. 

From 1961 through 1965, when Per­
slung was around. Garri10n got national 
applause for fighting organized crime 
and political machines in New ~rlcam. 
In la~t year'• hot re-election fight with 
Maloolm O'Hara, Pershing expediently 
resigned as chief investigator. Garrison 
won, then spent an uncharacteristic 
cleve11 months of joyless anonymity un­
til recently he had stripteaser Linda 
Brigette pardoned of an obsc:c1K' danc:• 
ing conviction. Now, ti~· prestigious 
Metropolitan Crime Commission accuses 
Garrison of protecting organized crime. 
Has Big Jim 10ld out? Who backed 
O'Hara', torrid fight which unseated 
hnhing? b Pcnhin1 a Rasputin who 
1till runs the district attorney's orficc? 
And how about organized cr.imc? Arc 
the crime commission and the U. S. At· 
torncy cornet that it flourishes in New 
Orleans? Or is Jim right, that it doesn't? 

1. The Roller CoNtlr. lcKin in 1960, 
the crucial year in Garriaon's life. It ~• 
him on the path he'1 walli119t. Richard 
Dowling. a machine politician, tlnired • 
re-election as dillrict a&tonry. Five 
penurious attorneys ~ apilllil 
him. They were GarrilOD. Fnnk Klein, 
Frank Shea, D'Ahon Williams, and 
Dennis Barry. They called thcauclvcs 
"The Nothing Group" becaUIC, 1ay1 
Jim, "We had no·:_,ney, no organiza-

THE DEVIL'S D.A. 
The chair of devil's advocacy 1oes by tradition and default 
to thole who are touch enoup, tenacious enoup, and 
concerned enoup to occupy It. . To District Attorney Jim 
Garrison, It's a natural flt - and a rlnpide seat from 
which to referee the orpnized crime donnybrook he him-

. Mlf touched off. • By David Chandler 

tioD, nothing." They agreed that whid1-. 
ever of the five became the most popu­
lar before the campaign would be the 
candidate. Garrison worked hardest of 
all. It 1urpri~ everybody. Since leav­
ing the Army as a combat pil0,t in 
1946, he had spent his life casually wan­
dering between bureaucratic po1ts and 
private practice, with a brief stint a.s 

. an .FBI agent. He had a reputation for 
coming to worl: at noon and leaving at 
two.· When the late Mayor Chcp Mor­
rison complained, Garrison shrugged 
him off, "I keep late houn." He did. 
In white dinner jacket, hia six-and-a­
half-foot-tall grand figure was a Bour­
bon Street jnstitution. 

Why tbe 1960 bunt or public spirit 
and energy? "I was furious about how 
Dowling had allowed his office to be 
mrrupted:• uys Garri10n. "I was de­
termined one of us would replace him. 
I didn't care which of us." The expJa; 

. nation is sincere, but I think there's a 
more penonal factor involved. Garri• 
son is intelligent and idealistic.:..and in­
tensely interested in himself. Men of 
that nature review their lives constant• 
ly, most severely at the age of forty. He 
was turning forty in 1960. The review 
was meager, He acted. 

With little money, he devised a cam- . 
paign tactic new to New Orleans: the 
television blitz. His theory: ignore the 
1upport or politicians and political ma­
chines. If they help. you owe them a 
(nor. (Al10, he oouldn't get their help 
in 1960.) Spend the dollan on televi­
sion ads. If you have $100, spend SYO • 
011 ads the day before election. The 
impact is greater. You reach the people 
directly and you bypass the machines. 
With this theory and a Sheriff Mau 
Dilloi1 image, he won. Then he hired 
Pcnhing Gen·ais to head his investiga• 
tion force which was to clean up New 
Orleans. Pershing Gervais? "l\ly God!" 
screamed the crime commission. "l',ly 
C.odl" screamed the police and mayor. 
"Don't do it," the n:-.u:s PICAYUNE or­
deml. 

They had some juttification, .for 011 

the surfac:c of it PenhittK was. not tht' 
molt likely agent to protect goodne111 
and virtue and motherhood. He has a 
scarifying face, enormous physical 
strength, and a candor that mak.ca 
Adam Clayton Powell seem cautious. 

When Penhing was a police sergeant 
in the 1950's, for example, "the cap­
tains used to hand out the graft en' 
velopcs at roll call ea.th Friday in the 
district stations. So one Friday· I come 
in a few minwes fate, and everybody's 
in the roll call room.· The cap1ai11', of­
fice 1s deserted and on his dt·,k. what\ 
this?· I see the box 0£ graft t•m·rlopes. 

. So I take 'cm." He flir,. to ~ew York. 
and he quickly spends the ll!l.000 of graft 
on high living. "I had the best table 
at El ~rorocco," says l't>nhing. "I 1hi11k. 
mayhe it was the S5f) tips." He returns 
to New Orleans, goes to work, and the 
police arre1t him for theft. "'What'd I 
steal?" Penhinl( ask.~. "'l>etail it to me: 
like, who owned it?" {;harges dropped. 

Three Wttk.s later, Pershing comes in 
late again; .a box of envelopes is un­
guarded a,cain; and Penhing wings back 
to New York, .first dass. "When I re­
turned the 11Ccond time they just trarn,­
ferred me to a boo111lock district with 
only one other policeman and 110 . 
boxes." Penhing left the department i11 
the late fifties after some talk about po­
licemen cracking sares, hut Pershing 
says, .. It's mostly because I knew where 
the bodies were buried and I do11·t hes­
itate to dig them up." 

Garri$0il regards Penhing. who •111it 
school in the eighth grade. as ha, ing 
an intellect of soaring genius. The two 
have had an intense symbiotic friend­
ship since sharing Army chore, in World 
War II. For Pershing, Garri!IOn with 
his good Protesta11t family background. 
is an emree to WASP establishme111. 
For Garrison, Pershing is an intellec­
tual <.ompanion with fresh wit ai1d in-

• stinct to microscopically asse~s people 
and their moth·cs - which Garrison 
lacks. It is a good combination and 
l't-rshing, with his 1t11orthodox ethics, 
would not betray Garrison. "Jim."' says 
Penhing. "is the one ,cuy I kuow who's 
honcst - and not stupid. Anyway. why 
,loes e,·eryhody holler about my hei11g 
, hicf im·estig-,uor? 1£ ~-ou "'ant to <·atch 
ii i:rook, whadda you do? You g<·t a 
beuer crook." 

With Penhing in"alkcl. (;arriso11 
1w1mg. The Bourbon Strt-t't cleanup 
began. Nil{htclubs tha1 hustled whores, 
blackmailed bus.incss~n. and beat up 
CU5tomers were padlock.ed. Political ,UKI 

cleanup tactics were candidly, somc-
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times fiera:Jy. argued between Garrison, 
Pershing, l>'Alton Williams, and the 
politically a1tute assistant Frank Klein. 
The STAn:s ITEM began trumpeting. 
"maybe we Kot U\ a real, honest, cru­
sading district auon,ey." The SATUR· 

DAY EVENING POST, PAGEANT, TIME, NEWS­

WEEK, NATIONAL OBSERVER, and the NEW 

YORK TIMES joined. Garrison was rare, 
an articulate and witty do-gooder who 
could describe Mayor Victor Schiro as 
so indecisive that, "not since Hamlet 
tried to decide whether or not to stab 
the Ki•'K or Denmark has there been 
so agonizing a political decision." Who 
-said predecessor Dowling was, "the 
Great Emancipator - he let everybody 
go free." 

Wart The criminal element, with 
friends in high places because or cam­
paign contributions, and the political 
establishment struck back. 

Eight criminal court judges, led by 
then-judge Bernard Codte, controlled 
finances of the DA's office. They cut 
off Jim's funds, and Cocke warned him 
not to embarrass office-holders in the 
press. "Bring them to trial." said Cocke, 
"if you have evidence, which I doubt." 

Exhilarated by conflict, Garrison joined 
the issue. The judges, he said, ''are like 
the sacred cows of India .... rushing to 
the defense of their institutions." The 
judges convicted him of defamation 
and fined him $1,000. Garrison took it 
to the U.S. Supreme Court and won an 
historic reversal: public figures such as 
judges and, pointedly, district attorneys 
are open to severe public criticism, said 
the courL Gervais wanted to take the 
S 1,000 saved and commission a scary 
portrait of, Judge Cocke to hang in 
Jim's office. Jim fav~>red the ,idea, but 
Klein argued them out of it. 

More campaigns followed, always 
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based on investigations headed by Per:­
shing. For the fint time in moderri 
New Orleans, every known lottery own­
er in the city was jailed. Restrictions 
were placed on bail-bQnd operation, and 
the bondsmen replied with legislation 
that would, in eff«t, allow them to 
avoid forfeiting, say, $500, if a suspect 
failed to appear for trial. Garrison said 
the Legislature was being bribed. The 
Legislature met eight hours and formal­
ly censured him - but the· legislation 
failed. Another vict<J11. Heady days. 

It was 196, and a campaign began to 
elect Garri90n governor. Jim said no, 
and instead worked feveti.thly to clect 
then unknown John McKeithen. "I met 
this guy," Jim said the day after, "and 
he itnpttssed me with his honesty and 
sincerity. He's like a religious man." 
McKeithen credits Garrison with, "eJect­
ing me governor. Jim was the only sup­
port I had in the first primary. He got 
me into the runoff." He has since .spent 
many nights in the governor's elegant 
new mansion. Says Jim. "I got up one 
morning and walked into the gover­
nor's bedroom and looked out the win­
dow .. It was a nice view. You know? I 
could grow to like it." McKeithen 
promised Garrison there would be re-. 
forms - oil. lease reforms, prison re­
form, government waste reform. 

McKeithen quickly had a chance to 
show his thanks. Two months before 
he took office, Garrison clashed with 
the state parole board. 

"The Louisiana Board of Paroles,'' he 
said, "repeatedly_ has turned loose upon 
the city of New Orleans hardened crim­
inals convicted of every conceivable of­
fense ~ including ~ion of a sub­
machine gun, white slavery, selling nar- • 
cotics, and cutting off a man's head." 
Armed with a prize informer that Per-

ahing found in Angola state prison, Gar­
riaon held a public hearing. His sar­
castic proleCUtion and the informer's 
testimony indicated that either paroles 
could be bought In Louisiana, or that 
the board was incredibly ignorant of its 
jobs. Jim said the board must · resign, 
but lame-duck Governor Jimmie Davis 
said, no, it would be an adinission of 
guilt. 

The hearing and the embarrassment 
of the board outraged John Fournet, 
chief justice of the Louisiana Supreme 
Court. He said Garrison was cruelly 
harassing the board. Garrison, not the 
board, should quit. 

Foumet's temper is evidenced by a 
1965 fist fight with fellow justice Wal­
ter B. Hamlin in the Supreme Court 
Building. The nature and, indeed, the 
fact of the quarrel,_ were quickly hushed 
up. 

Garrison replied, "The chief justice 
complains that this hearing is a fishing 
expedition. If it is a fishing expedi. 
tion, then it occurs to me, t'he thrash­
ing and the turbulence inJicate that 
we have caught hold of a very large 
fish/' McKeithen stepped in and made 
the conflict moot. He was going to ap­
point a new board anyway. He did. 

Another victory. Carrison had ad­
vancett him9elf politically. He had 
strengthened his image as an incorrupt· 
ible crusader for jwtice. Which (blush) , 
he i$. He really is, But he also i, a 
naive babe in the woods when it comes 
to criminal investigation and, incredi­
bly. a clum,y politician. In 1964, he 
wa~ soon -to lose his two top ·advisors, 
Penhing and Frank Klein. So far he 
had only political ups. But rollff coast-. 
en alway, come to a halt at the bottom. 
Had he finished his ride? 

2. Was It Lyndon? After McKeithen 
took offke in May, 1964, he treated_ 
Jim nicely arid .confn-red on appoint­
ing a new mineral (oil lease) board. 
prison administration, and parole 
board. Furthermore, appointments to 
state jobs in New Orleans would be 
supervised by Garrison and Willard 
Robertson - Garrison's financial back­
er who has made himself a millionaire 
selling Volkswagens. ·They wo1,1ld give 
state appointment, to the most quali­
fied men, McKeit~en supporters having 
priority. That's what John said. It 
ain't what John done. "I quickly found 
that Marshall Brown and Clarence Du­
puy (McKeithen supporters) were mak­
ing the appointments and I had noth­
ing to say about it," said Jim. "Well," 
Garrison rationalized, "it's not Mc­
Keithen's fault. Brown and Dupuy are 
doing him in, and he doesn't know any­
thing about it." 

The months passed. Organized crime 
-umally recognized by flagrant prosti­
tution, gambling, and narcotics opera­
tions, seemed / continued on page 90 
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Offices 
have 
changed. 

The roll-top desk and the over­
head light bulb are ob11olete. 
And it's about time. They were 
never comfortable, much less 
inviting to look at. Today, busi­
nessmen realize that work runs 
smoother and faster in attrac­
tive, well-designed quarters. At 
Wynne and Smith, you'll find 
everything you need to make 
your office a handsome, func­
tional place in which to work. 
Decorating services, carpets, 
draperies, and a complete line 
of designer office furniture arid 
supplies--all under one roof. A 
call to us at 624-2213 could be 
one of the best investments 
you'll ever make. After all, you 
spend a lot of time in your of­
fice. Shouldn't it be pleasant 
time? 

WY,nne 

sith, 
INCORPORATED 

320 CAMP STREET 
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GARRISON / continued from pog, 3J 
suppressed. Garrison went to Denver, 

'to New York, 10 Miami, re ponding to 
speaking invitatioru before national or­
ganizations. Pershlng went to San Fran­
cisco, to buy wiretapping equip~nt. 
Klein ran the office. The legal part, 
that is. Pershing kept firm control of 
his inve tigators. In Jim's absence, fric­
tion grew. Klein gave orders. Gervais 
countermanded. Klein told Garrison, 
"Either put Per hing in his place or I 
quit." Garrison did nothing. Klein quit. 
After he left, there was only one as­
sistant who would tell Garrison he was 
wrong. Pershing. 

They entered the 1965 re-election 
campaign together. 

Klein announced himself as an oppo­
nent to Garrison. Then-surprise! So 
did Criminal District Judge Malcolm 
O'Hara. It shocked Jim. Stunned him. 
Malcolm O'Hara had been their only 
friend in the fight with the ei~ht 
judges. He had alway helped. "He 
was a friend of the office," said Jim. 
"He k.new our innermost secrets." 
O'Hara was securely in office as judge. 
Why did he trunk. he could beat Jim? 
"Doesn't urprise me," said Pershlng. 
"Let's get him." Irutead, Malcolm got 
Per hing. 

The puzzling thing about O'Hara'• 
fierce campaign against Garrison was 
his financing. He spent an e timated 
$50,000 on campaign ads. Garrison, the 
popular incumbent, could only raiJe 
27,000. "I racked my brain trying to 

figure where his support came from," 
said Garrison. "We found that some 
people close to the Johnson adminis­
tration were helping Malcolm. I said, 
'That's it! (Senator Allen) Ellender ii 
collecting a favor from Lyndon John­
son to beat me now so I can't run 
against him for the Senate.' " 

O'Han. centered his barrage on the 
police- candals background of Gervais. 
Gervais quit, Garrison won. "Funny 
thing about Malcolm' campaign," says 
Gervais. "We thought the money was 
coming from Lyndon, but we found 
out it came from the McKeithen ad­
mini tration." Holy 1.okl . A betrayal. 
Is it true? 

3. Where's the Action? "I don't know," 
says Garrison. "I go to John' offief: in 
Baton Rouge, and I tell him what is 
wrong and what I suspect about Mar­
shall Brown and Dupuy and many 
things. And he is surprised. He look~ 
me in the eye. He looks at .me like a 
preacher. He is sincere and he says, 
'Jim, I wouldn't betray you.' and he 
almost has tears. He shows me his gov­
ernor's chair and ays if I swpect him 
to take the chair. And I leave believ­
ing in him again. All the way back to 
New Orleans." 

It is only in recent months that Gar­
rison admits to friends his di illusion• 
ment with his hero McKeithen. "I have 

seen too many promises broken; I -have 
seen too many little people stepped 
upon; I am di gusted with politics, and 
I am leaving for private practice." 

I went to his office in eptember, my 
fint visit there since Pershing quit. The 
old atmosphere of excitement, of the 
dynamic cutting of red tape to get 
th.ings do~. was gone. Instead, I found 
a typicd, tired organ of bureaucracy. 
Jim included. I asked why there hadn·t 
been any crime-fighting crusades in the 
past year. "Why bother?" he replied. 
"I cle'aned up Bourbon Street and I 
didn't get any credit. I never get any 
credit." I said this was untrue and 
maybe he was a bit paranoiac about it. 
He livened up. "Paranoiac! Paranoiac?" 
He picked up the phone and told 
Klein's successor, Chief Assistant Charles 
Ward, to come in. "Chandler says I'm 
paranoiac because I say I don't get 
credit. Do I get credit? Am I parano­
iac?" Charlie said Chandler was wrong. 

Pleased, Garri80n went on: "Another 
reason we don't have fight$ anymore, is 
because we've beaten the people trying 
to stop justice in New Orleans. Thi is 
the way it would have been from the 
beginning, if the judges, the legislature 
-whlch met for eight hours to censure 
me but can't reapportion (it's true) -
the police, had not tried to block. us. I 
am in no fight because I have no op­
ponents. I am tired of politics and I 
am quitting it." 

The words had the martyred ring of 
a man who has seen the truth. Life will 
be uncomplicated. He will be a busi­
nessman. He will raise his fitt h.ildren 
arid be good to his wife. Life will be 
free of conflict and anxiety. Jim was in 
a bad mood about it. 

We talked about a raden investiga­
tion aqtAd Garrison has begun under 
direction of Police ergeant Fred Wil­
liam,. ''Loan sharks, fraudulent house 
repair companies - these exist tolely to 
exploit the ignorant and poor, usually 

egroes. They ~ait for payments to be 
misted ,o they can steal the only thing 
these people have - their property." 
Jim's mood was improving. He has an 
intense lJ.Wareness of injustice. He is 
revulsed by it. From . his idealistic 
heights, he sees the world in sharply 
defined terms of good and bad. He be­
lieves deeply that his goal in life is to 
protect the good and help the weak. I 
think that is the decision he made for 
his fortieth birthday. 

Two weeks after.that interview, Aaron 
Kohn of the Metropolitan Crime Com­
mission leaped on Garrison's bad and 
gouged with his spurs. Garrison wanted 
a pardon for stripper Brigette; then 
Garrison was protecting organized crime. 

Kohn defines "organized crime" as 
criminal activity that has political pro­
tection. By that he means whore , lot­
tery, narcotics operating openly, secure: 
that police won't arrest them. 

They do not operate openly in tho 



traditional areas in New Orleans be­
cause police will and do arrest them. 
However, when Kohn and the U.S. At­
torney refer to New Orleans, they seem 
to mean metropolitan New Orleans -
which includes Jefferson Parish. Politi­
cal protection exists in Jefferson, mani­
fest in the fact that for years few whore , 
gamblers," and narcotics agents have 
been brought' to trial. Using Kohn's 
own definition there isn't organized 
crime in the political limits of New Or­
leans. There is in the metropolitan area. 

But, the interests that once financed 
brothels and lotteries in New Orleans 
may have turned to more subtle opera­
tions. Garrison's office is prosecuting a 
finance company that sigru illiterate 
Negroes to usuriow contracts that even­
tually cheat them of their houses. Oth­
er rackets prosecutions, however, Jl!OVC 
alowly. Thirty to forty oomplaints are 
received daily, and there is a backlog 
of nearly one thousand cases. Why? 
Some of Garrison's assistant district at• 
torneys seem to oppose investigation of 
loan companies, fraudulent contractors, 
and even cheating air conditioning re­
pairmen. The argument is that the e 
are all businesses and Garrison shouldn·t 
interfere. I( a guy signs a bad contract, 
"he's juat a victim of his own stupidity." 
Garrison is unaware of most of this be­
cause nobody tells him bad news lince 
Pmhing left. 

Based on the complaints, and Grand 
Jury indictments, it seems there is crim­
,inal activity in the radetL And little 
prosecution. The inference? Protection. 
And Garrison was ·diverted from in• 
specting the rackets by the Kohn quar­
rel. The . new fight exhilarated him. 
He says now he's certainly not quitting 
politics and, "people are talking about 
running me for governor if McKeithen's 
second-term bid fails." 

Meanwhile, as he oscillates between 
quitting politics and maybe running for 
governor, he has facing him the task of 
speeding. his bogged-down racket, pros­
ecution. He wants victims to come to 
his office with complaints. He wants to 
reduce the 1,000-case ·back.log. The rack­
ets probt already has caused some of­
fice dissension. Considering the general 
sluggishness, Jim has a hard job ahead. 
And few laughs to relieve it. 

The laughs left with Pershing: like 
the Great Paperweight Caper. Pershing 
for months had on his desk a copper 
thing shaped .like a starfish. People 
would come in, finger it, toy with it, 
and ask Pershing what it was. He 
smiled. He said, "That is an electric 
chair skull cap u~ 'to electrocute five 
men at Angola." It really w:u. 

In one of his absen,es, it was atolen. 
Per hing brooded for weeks. Separate­
ly, he called in each investigator, each 
attorney. Suspiciously, he'd tell them, 
"Why would anyone want something 
like that? Huh? He's gotta be a per­
vert." -David Chandler 
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THREE EXCLUSIVE SIDELIGHTS ON NE ORLEANS' STORY OF THE YEAR: ---- - --
Russell Long and Joseph Rault, Jr. tell how and why it started 
Mrs. Garrison talks about her family life in the midst of it all 
Members of the world press give their conflicting reactions 



EXCLUSIVE TO NEW ORLEANS MAGAZINE 

THREE SIDELIGHTS OF THE INVESTIGATION • ' . . 

Since the first news story of District Attorney James (,arri­
son 's investigation into .the assassination of John F. Kennedy, 
there have been thmisands of words written and spokt·n by 
every communications medium the world over. Most of these 
words have been ·devoted to straight news reports, speculation, 
or conjecture. 

At NEW ORLEANS MAGAZINE, we felt that in. all these 
words, significant aspects of the story went without coverage. 
For instance, no matter what th~ outcome or the investigation. 
which at this writing cannot even be predicted-three stories 
stand out: One concerns the very beginning ol the investiga­
tion. 011° page 8, you will. read an excl~1sive article· prepared 
from interviews with Senator Russell Long and \Ir. .Joseph 
Rault, Jr .. prominent businessman and long-time friend or 
Garrison. Both men participated in the conversation which 
first inspired Garrison to dig deeper into circumstances sur-
rounding the assassination. • 

Another story is that of Mrs. Garrison, trying to main­
tain a normal home life for herself and five children while 
her husband stood in the center or international controversy. 
Page 10. 

The thircl concerns the press itself. Daily, we watched 
forty or more representatives or the world press lounge in 
the hall outside Garrison's office. waiting for·somcthing-any­
thing-to happen. Because the prci.s exerts so much influence 
on publi~ opinion, it automatically becomes a part of any 
story it punues-particularly one in which the answers are 
not simple or dear. This, then, led 10 our article on page 12. 
Now tum the page for three invntigation stories you have 

• not read before. 
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Editor's Note: This •rtfcle w•s pre,»red from exclusive 
interviews wifll U.S. s.n.tor Russell 8. l.Qnl of loufsf­
•na. SeMte M•jorlty Whip; •nd Mr. Joseph M. R•ult. Jr., 
president of R•ult Petroleum Corpont,on of New Or· 
•••ns. Both· s.n.tor Lona and Mr. Rault a,e dose 
friends ol District Attorney Jim Garrison, and ,»rtJcf. 
·pated ,n conversations which ultlmately led to Mr. Gar­
rison's 1n"fiti1•tion Into the assassination of President 
John , ICenn-,Y. This article ·1s copyrl1hted 019'7 by 
Fl•mt>Nur Publishln1 Com,-ny, •nd may not be repro­
duced ,,. whole or In part without the exptns written 
perm,ss•on of Flambeau• Publlshin1 Com,»ny. 

The Garrison Investigation: How and_ why ft began 
In No~ember, 1966, three friends sat squeezed into 
touriM , hiss lleats of an Eastern Airlines jet six miles 
above the earth. The three-a u. s. senator, a district 
attorney, and a prominent businessman-managed some 
degree of mmfort in the cramped area next to the gal­
ley, as they tried to talk above the whistling engines and 
the occasional rattling of trays. The district attorney 
was more uncomfortable than the others, bu·t he didn't 
mind-bcca11!1C'.' 6--foot, 6-inch Big Jim Garrison was ab­
•,orhetl in llu· c~nversation. He could not know it then, 
but this convt'r~tion was to ·put him on the front pages 
of the world and was to result in perhaps the decade's 
most hii,tori~ally significant criminaJ investigation .. 

His companions were Senator Rusaell B. Long of 
Loui!.iana and Joseph M. Rault, Jr., president of Rault 
Petroleum Corporati,Mt in New Orleans. The. three were 
bound for an American Petroleum Institute convention 
in l\ew York, where Mr. Rauh and Henry Zac Carter, 
Sr., presidt>nt of A,,on,lale Ship)"ard, Inc., of New Or­
leans. we,c-to host a lun,.hN>n in the senator's honor. 

But the wm·enation h~ nothing to do with oil or 
ronfrntiom· or luncheons. The sutiject wu the assas­
,111.,; '"" ol President .John 1-·. Kenn_edy, and more spe­
' 1111 ,lly, The WaTTtm <:om mission Report. 

J l was only a Wttk or !,() earlier that Senator l..oilg 
wa~ 111 l'\ew Orleans with Governor McKeithen and 
was 1nteniewed by a tele\ision newsman. At this time, 
Sc11,11or Long said he doubted the findings of the War­
ren < :ommission. 

J l wa~ about these doubts that Garrison questioned 
tilt' ~mator on the fli~ht to New York.. When Gani50n 
hroa, hed 1he ~ubject, the mood became very serious. 
As idea, were exchanged among the three, considerable 
doubts wt"re thrown on The Warren Commissio,r Re­
port, ancl sevnaJ other theories were advanced. 

Perhaps Senator Long's thN>r~ was the most ,tra­
mallt of those put forward. He said there were areas 
whi, h Th,· WaTTen Comrnissio,r Report did not ade­
q11;11dy 10\·er or did not rnwr al all. He added that 
1lic1, wa~ ;i doubt in his miml th;1t th<' the~ry set forth 
in I l,1· H, t•m t was< orrect. and 1ha1 he do11htl•cl onl)" ont· 
gunrnan p.111111pate,L 
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"Jt just doem't make sense," he said. "The first 
shot should be a rifleman's best shot. In this case it 
wam't. I believe. three shots were fired. The first was 
mediocre, the second was no good at all, and the third· 
was perfect. . 

"The third shot would do credit to an expert rifle­
man, and Oswald wa1 not that good a rifleman. Further­
more, there· was· hardly. enough ·time for a man to get 
off two shots from a bolt-action rifle, much less three." 

"What's a pouible answer th~?" asked Garrison. 
"If ~ore than one man were to be involved," Sena­

tor Long continued, "then the assassins would need a 
fall guy .. They knew that when Oswald fired a shot or 
shots from the ~ool book depository window, every­
one-srcret savice men, the crowds. the polic~would 
I~ in that direction. I think the assauins ltnew peo­
ple would look at O•wald's gun while another man fired 
the fatal shot. In other words. Oswald was a decoy." 

"Diel .Oswald hit anyone?" . 
."R.emembt-r that O•wald said over and over he did 

Plot ,,11 John Kennedy? Despite many hours of rigorous 
intt.'fJURation, more than most criminals could with­
stand. he insi!lted to the end that he killed no one. I 
think he ., n<'w Wlmeone else did." 

Hr.cal/mg ,,,,. pl,me trip sevn-al months latn-, Rault 
said. ''We 1111 r.xprrssed our own opinions, which I 
bd,,vc arr nls11 shared by millions of other Ame-ricans, 
thnt it would be almost preposterous to believe that 
,me man, t1n individual such as Oswald, could hai": 
bun the-only one im1olt1r.d in this thing." 

The question then, as now, was "who else was in­
volved and why?" Garrison asked it somewhat that 
way, and M>mewhat rht't<~ric.:ally. 

The ~nator specula.ted, "I think if I were investi­
gating J'd find the hundred best riflemen in the world 
and find· the onf'S who were in l)allas that day. Then 
J think I'd be on the right track." 

"'But what about a motive?" 
"Forgt't the moti\·e. flnd the man!" 
:Garri!iOn then rC'latec.l to Senator Long that in 196!S, 

his di~trirt .iuornc}'°!> offke had arrested and subse­
<111c·n1ly released "a very / c:onti,rne-d rm page. SO 
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THE GARRISON INVEST/GA TION I CJHl/jnlJfd from - ' 

111111suJI type o{ pt·rso1, 1'•h,, made J 
vc, v 111rious trip a1 a " , y u11 iom limt· 
alH1111 1hc: date of 11t, a~-.;a~ina11011" 
c;arrii,,011 Licanw nMJtC -c, io11, anti 
mw,ctl 1ha1 he· mighr wan, 10 now 110 

h;,ck i1110 wm<· u[ 1h, ,..e ,., r111s. 
(l-.diw1·!I 11<>1c:: Th" apl't·,,n ·10 ht· 
a n·h-rcm't' to f<·111c, 1l1t• airplant· 
pil111 who died urukr s11spidous dr­
nintManccs at a t rucial point after 
Carrivm's probe.- was made public 
j11M ;1 few weeb ago.) 
. \s 1he l-011\'Cnation paused, a stewanl­

ei.s 0H1·recl cock.tails. and Garrison and 
Ra11h ,Hccptcd. The senator preferred 
1'•i111·. lt111 it ._-asn·, a,·ailahle. 10 he st"I· 

tkd fm a gl.u!I of wa1er. They sat quier• 
ly l\c11h Garri5011 ancl Rauh felt 1ha1 
1hc M't1J111r's thcorics wen· 11ui1e paral• 
kl. ii 1101 cx,u tly ,he $.imc·. as rhcir ow11. 

"Ire liad ,Jiscwsed the subjul wberly, 
/111/y, intelligently, and at length, and I 
tliinlr u•r 111/ /rlt then tliat i/ three rnpa­
bl~ pruple-in thi.1 case n { ' . .'i. unolor. n 
di.1t1-ic1 t1ltun1t:}', n,111 a- l11uinrJSm11n - • 
roultl l111ur t/11.1 ,,111cJ1 rlu11bl about thr 
rrmd11.1imu 11f 'Tl,r II nrrrr, Hrporl, tl,en 
thr Ur('nrt itul/ m11.1t be i11adeq1u1tr," 
Ii 1111/1 .1nid Inter. 

l'hro11ghout 1he wnvcnlion in Nt•w 
\'ork .. 1ht-aM;assi11a1ion a11cl Tl,r ll'nrrr11 
!(,-purl were 1hc principal lclpi,, of con• 
H·na1in11 a1111111g 1he rhrt-e It w.t, :11 1hh 
t imc rl1;i1 "'' cral natio11al m;iga1i11rs 
can i<'tl k,11ure storie~ 011 the a'>);1ssi11:1-
'""'· awl !>CH•ral nc:1'•~p;tpcn and symli­
c ,111-,, piirucd rht'ir own ,·ersion,. 

(11 lacr. dminR that co1i,·en1io11 week., 
.,-1,,, .,,..., y,,rl, Time., prin1e,I a confus• 
i111t photograph supposedly taken al the 
time l'rc,icl<'nt Kc.-nnedy was shor. To 
~,me people. it looked lir,.c a man "'ilh 
J rifle 011 top of a station ~·.igon. T_he 
exper1s. though, according 10 Senator 
Long', rccollcction of the accompanying 
11cws Mory, !l."lid what appeared 10 he a 
"man with a rifle" rould just as well 
hue bttn a whitc-fattd steer in the: 
background hehi.nd the station wagon. 

Ahcr the picture appeared, Ganison 
uroughr up 1he question of simple proba­
hilir ic~: "h it more likely thar. at the 
1ime 1hc Pn·sidcnt was shot, 1hcre wa~ 
an a11111·cl man lying 011 top or a &lario11 
wago11-or 1ha1 there was a white-faced 
steer i11 downtown Dallas?" 

'•/)11ri11g u,~r New Ynrlr conur11tinr, 
st11y. 1/11· topic o/ the day was tl,r IISlll.l· 

.111111/wn ,rntl The U'11rre11 Commission 
Urpmt." lnid Rault. "Coruistent 11•itl1 
ti,~ othrr things we 111cre doi11g, tl,is Wa.J 

t hr .,ul• jrc I uf our di.snusions tliro11gl1-
0111 tl,r l1rllrr pnrt of a 11•et:lt-over 11 

hi11.hbnll nr n meal, whrnei1er u•e l,n,l 
the ch1111cr to 1!,el together." 

II wa, du11 ng , his week. that G~rri• 
',()If iniliu11, 1 t•, St-11ator Long a11d 
lh11lt that h, i111• mlc.-1I to open an in­
\'t'!.tiRarion 01, hi, own. 8111 he did not 
spt·<ify any 111foru1.11io11 beyond that. 

\1 the.-c11tl or I hr wn,·cnation, Sena• 
,.,, Long a11,I k,1uh ldt for other husi-
111·ss in Atla111ic l:ity a11d Miami. Gani­
•,011 returned 10 !I.cw Orleans. 

"Shortly after that trip. Jim wall hard 
10 find," said Rauh. "We: couldn't fiml 
him even for lunch. Jim claimed he was 
clttply involved in oUice administrative 
problc.-ms conncc_tcd with his work. that 
would not frtt 1nm. Of coune we now 
know what he "·as doing." 

Carrison wa, still uling his "office ad­
ministrative problems" as an cxcust· 
c,·c:11 in late January when' he could not 
,how up for the Washilljfton Mardi Gras 
Hall at which he was to be especially 
selected and honored from among the 
more than 2,50C'l cc.-lcbritics. He and Mrs. 
Garri!Orr wen· suppoiCd to go as guc:sts 
of Senator and Mn. Long and Mr. and 
Mrs. Rauh. But Mr. Garrison pleaded 
that he couldn't make it; he was too 
busy with his office. 

In retrospect; many New Orlcanians 
;i11d IC\'eral ncwi.mcn {cit that Rauh was 
irnolved in the ime,tigation all the way. 

"I was not," hf' said. "I am not a 
criminal lawyer and am not a member 
of Garri10n's staff. It would hue been 
improper for me to he- im·olvcd. Jim 
did not even discuu ,he investigation 
proLlc with me." 

Rauh says that it was only after the 
. local prns bro~c the im·t'1tiga1io11 Jtory 

in mid-t"ehrua11• that he: hacl any direct 
knowledge or 1hc probe-.. 

Thrtt days after that, ll;iult -·~nt to 
1he financial aid of Garri10n. He ex• 
piai ncd why: 

"After the prns releucd information 
about Mr. Garri10n's then incmnplete 
in,•cstiRation and macle such a point of 
scrutinizing the cxpc:n1l11ure of the pub­
lic funds that had been ulcrl, 11 bt'c.unc 
,·cry ob,·ious to me and· a number of 
other bu~int's.,mcn that it would he very 
tlifficuh. if "°' impossible:. for him to 
co111i1111e hi 111'\e,1ig111ion in ;1 goldfi,tr 
110-·I. 

"I read in the ncwspapcn o,·r~ the 
wedcnd· that he might flavc to m,ort 
to hi,. own pri,·atc fund,, or C\l'n :, hank 
loan, i,o I 0tlkd him and oHt'rccl ht 111." 

The: offer waa accepted, and Rauh. 
along with Willard Robenson and Cecil 
Shilstonc, organited their now-famous 
"Truth and Co11!>C:1111em-cs" gro11p. Tht'. 
in\'ilt'd O\'Cr fifty or the top businessmen 
'in the community to a prh·ate lunchc-011 
;111d explainc.'<I the problem. They then 
su~stt'tl th."lt . 1 hci.e huAincs.,men con• 

tribute $100 a month for a minimum 
or I hrtt months .• 

"The ttsponsc was o,·crwlielming. On 
short notice citizens from all ranks. 
walks, and ,1uanen ... " joined Rauh. 
Robertson, and Shilstone. Thc:y induded 
the distinguished attorney Col. Eberhard 
Deutsch, real estate: cxcauh•e Harold 
E. Coolr., niation board member and 
attorney John Mmahat, homestead presi­
dent and .tttorncy Edmond G. Mirannt'. 
ba11k. president Lawre~ce Merrigan. and 
many othcn . 

"All of us simply believed in Jim's 
sincerity and ability. We wanted to ex­
prca our confidence and our belief in 
his integrity and in the integrity or his 
offic:c. As mcmbcn of the con~nrniry 
1h.tt put him in that office, we wanred 
10 offer our help irr a non-political, 11011• 
partisan manner 10 that he could con­
t inuc and complete his investigation un­
hampered," Rauh stated. "We had 110 
idea what his evidence was. We. of 
counr, did not Ir.now who was inv-olvcd 
and in fact were quite aurpriscd to·Jcarn 
M>mc: of the names and identities that 
were made public. It wu our under• 
standing with Jiin that his office was 
running his invcstiiption and that we 
had nothinl( to do with it and aha~ 
no •~al lr.no~lcd&e in it, except to 
malr.e funds available. It was a civic ef­
fon all &he way." 

' , '/ 
l 

,1': 

Pictured ,..,_ ere Cecil Sltllstone (left) 
end Wi,,_rd Robertson, two New OrlNns 
businessmen wt,c,, with Joseph R•utt. 
formed "Truth •nd Consequenca." 

Rault has been supporting Garriwm 
throughout a friendship spanning cigh 
1ccn years 5ince ,h~y wc:re comcmpotJ 
ries at Tulane La"· School. Rauh, a],., 
a graduate- of '.\laS!>a.chusctts lnstitttte "' 
Tcrhnology. i, a la1'·ycr anti t'11,tim'"' 

":'\o matter what the outcome or II, , 
imc,rigatio11:· Rauh has uid ma11~ 
timc~. "I ha,·e m11li1lc-1tle i11 Jim a11cl I 
know that hf' is pursuing this thing 111 
rhe interest ol truth and justice and 11111 
as a big puhlility mo,·t'. If anything. the 
p11hli1 it\'. par1icularly in antidpatio11 
ul ,., ny1hi11R ht docs. may ha,·e hurt 
hi, 1mntiga1io11." 

~11a1or Lo11g i§ also ~trong iu his ~up­
purr of CiarriM>11 and the probe. "Jim is 



pursuing the theory lie and I distulSCd • 
and he is filling in the gaps. And he. is 
doing . it against tremendous odds. St-\·­
eral powerful elements o( the press, and 
C\'eu some people in government ha\'c 
tried to discredit him. 

"They should stop trying to disucdit . 
him. As a matter of fact, the kdn.,1 
gm rrnment probably does nor h.i\·e 
jurisdiction in the case. because the as­
sas.,ination of a President was not made 
a federal offense until alter l\lr. Ken­
nedy's death." 

At this writing, Clay Shaw's pre-
. (iminary. hearing has jl./st ended ... 
a,rd Mr .. ~haw is awaiting trial. A 
Vfiry signifiranl act of the three­
judge panel-perhaps ,u. liistorical­
ly significant a., the .hearing iJsdf 
-wa.r to disallo'II.• The 11.'arnm 
Commission Report a.I r.t•idenu! 
Also as we.go to press, Jrffersori 
Parish attorney Dean A11drrws luu 
been indicted for ~rjury l,y the 
Orleans Pari.sli Grand Jury, ,md 
M-,. Garrison has promised ot/rer • 
public developments. 

NEW ORLEAN,S MAGAlJNE asked Senator 
Long to venture an opinion 011 the out­
come of Garrison's full investigation. 

He . said, "Jim is a great district at• 
torriey, but his staff is, of course, limited. 
I think • he has some good evidence:. I 

• doubt that he has enough evidence at 
this time to convict anyone of murder. 
To do so would require him to prove 
and est11blish beyond a reasonable doubt 
certain facts, whereas his evidence as of 
this. date would appear to be purely cir­
cumstantial; and he might not be able 
to obtain other information that could 
be in existence somewhere. 

"On the other· hand, it is my guess 
that Jim Garrison will produce enough 
evidence to overcome Tlie Warrn1 Re­
t,ort, and this should encourage the 

. F.B.J., with its thousands of agents. to 
rernrer the case. When· they do. I he­
lie\'e that the additional evidenc-e un- • 
covered by the .F.B.J. will make it pos­
sible to sol\'e the case and perhaps 
con\'ict guilty. people who have e!ICapcd 
up to this point." 

The senator then added, parentheti­
cally, "I know one thing: Jim Garri1011 
has caused almost everyone in this· 
country to stop and think. For instance, 
the ot_her night, I asked the· ticket agem 
at the Baltimore Friendship Airpon: 

'How many Americans today believe 
that Oswald acted alone?' 

'About one-half as many as thought 
liO a month ago,' he quickly replied. "-+ 

WluaA 

()If/ 

A $6 Million, Seven Story Addition 
to the City's Changing Skyline 

In 1883 Poydras Street and the telephone company 
joined hands and since that date the intersection of 
Poydras and Baronne Streets has been the nerve 
center of telephone service in the metropolitan area. 

Today, rising from the ground and beginning to take 
form is the largest single Southern Bell in~tallation 
ever undertaken in downtown • New Orleans. 

Early in 1969 this advanced telephone exchange 
will go into service to provide the latest in t£•1e­
phone facilities to a dynamic expanding metmpolitan 
New Orleans. 

@southern Bell 

APRIi.: NEW ORLY.ANS .";J 



. . 

Mrs. Garrison talks about home life in the midst of 
I 11 ., I 111ost t"\'el')' home where there are youngsters, 
alarn,-docks are about as useful as celluloid eolian. In 
one particular home a one-yeat~ld with the hnperial 
name of Eberhard Darrow sounds off each morning at 
aboi.11 6: 50. He draws an immediate response from his 
Gulliver-sized father, who quickly rises and in short 
order has El.~rhard Darrow quiet and con~ted with 
a full boult-. Then the father quietly ahavea and 
clrc· .. ~1. At c·u, tly 7 a.an. he nudges his sl~y wife and 

. ~y~ with li111my gusto, "O.K.. Egg, thne to get up. Let's 
p'' • 

So starts the day for Jim and Uz Garri10n and their 
fh·e children. All during the nmch-publi~ investi­
gation and even at the· ht-ight of the Clay Shaw hearing, 
I im would turn olt the Eberhard "clock," wake Liz 
.111,I 1c,c11 ,1;,,1,1· breakfast and talk with the -rest o( the 
<,armon t11ood before lf'aving for his office. 

·•Jim i1 a typical, doting father at home," aaya Uz._ 
"Sitl<'.e the investigation c·amc· out in the newspapers. 
we•'\,. had to make a lot of changes, and. I've had a 
h ,, ,, tim1 :11l justing to our not having privacy any• 
11111, : K111 I ~ucu we l)avc lh·ed as normally as could 
he c ,petted under the drcumlltances." 

.-or Elizabeth Ziegicr Garrison, there appear to ,be 
few circumAtanccs which she <·ould not handle normal­
ly and in ,tride-whether it be feeding breakfast to 
twenty unannounced newmcn or appearing fresh and 
eleg-.. nt at a late dinner party after a one-hour notice 
from her husband. 

I .iz, 51, married Jim eight years ago after dating him. 
for .,bout four yean. They met at the law offices of 
De11tJ1Ch, Kerrigan, and Stiles where Jim was an attor• 
nc:) ;md ,he was a file clerk. The . tint child, James 
Rohinson. arri,·ed a year later. They nicknamed him 
Jasp,tr. Ht- was followed by Virginia, who is now 5: 
Lyon Harrison ("Snapper''). age 5; Elizabeth Ziegler, 
2: and Eberhard Darrow. • • 

"fim gys if the next one is a bQy," laugtis Liz, her 
ha,1 I C)'<'I !iparkling; "we will name him William Shaw 
or William Shaknpeare Garrison. But, Jim is big on 
narn<-s and nicknames. He never calls me Uz. . ~t's 
usually Egg, becau1e he says I'm an ~ead. or Edna. 
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which he thinks is ludiaous or R.oachelda, because I 
just panic when I see a· roach."· . 

, A trim (5' 5", 125 lbe.) and attractive w~ with 
a clauic face topped by uh blonde hair, Liz loob more 

. like a po4t-aeason debutante than a housewife and 
mother. Her perfect complexion, the barest whisper of 
~pmc:k or make!Jp, the just-right hairdo,. and the snug, 
simple Teal Triana dreu all show a calm refinement 
and cool po• that do not disappear even when her 
five children are attempting to rearrange the _formal· 
living room of their comfortable home on Owens Bou­
levard in the Bancroft Park aec:tion. 
• Such was the· cue when l.Jz wu being photop"aphed 

and interviewed one breezy afternoon three weeks ago. 
• "The three oklest children know 101Dething is going 
on," said l..ia. "ancl th014gh they ·bave always been live­
ly. latt'I, they',t• almost ht-en little brats.'' She paused, 
got up. ,111d 1ma<lted Virginia oo the backside for climb­
ing over the 10fa. 

"We have a guard posted in front of the house," she 
rontinued, "and hne changed our phone number 10 

that only a lew people have it. ~t the howe looks like 
a bua depot sometimes." Liz got up quickly and went 
to a big·window where• a handlome piano stood. She 

. grabbed Snapper from the piano and brought him to 
the door. "O.K., young man, out you go." 

Apologizing, she sat back down and raid, "I haven't 
finished decorating in here yet and often wonder if I 
ever will. Jim plays the. pi~o by ear and I think quite 
well. We plan to start Virginia taking lessons· and I 
hope to learn with her, that is. if the piano lasts." Be­
fore she-could contin~. 1'ie phone rang, followed by 
the doorbell and a whimpering two-year-old Elizabeth. 
Then there "'.as a knock on the dOQr an<l a man stud 
his head in the living room. . 

"Oh, hello, Joe," Lia aid cheerfully and introduced · 
him as J~ R.iorda, who with his wife, Dottie, are 
neighbors and best friends with the CarrisonL Joe 
asked about Jim and then went to answer the ringing 
phone a~ Lil picked up_ her daughter and patted her. 

"lt"s Jim, he wants to talk / rontinued on t,age -#R 
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Whether you prefer the Conven­
tional, Continental or Tradition­
al look, you'll find it at Gemel• 
li's. Charge accounts are in• 
vited. • • 

Complete Form,,/ RnttJs 
Free P11rki11g Next Door 

Gemelli's 
117 Camp Street 524-2801 

TIMES HAVE CHANGED 
(BUT WE HAVEN'T) 

Fo, the pnt i-nty.thrN yNn. WI 
have Hfved New 0,...,. with Its 
demllncll fot temporary help. In flnd­
. ina the riaht person for that clerical 
~ltlon and the exact men for that 
industrial post. 
Timas have c:hanpd; but people still 
call for us. 

Speclallsta In Temporary Help 

OFFICE CWICAL· DIVISION 
140I Natl. BMII fll °"""'· lldc, 

U4-Gl87 

INDUSTIIII. DMSIH. 
'Afflllated 

'A-I Elft.lY.NT SEIYICE 
14()9 Natl. Bank of Comm. Bldg. 

524-8281 
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MRS. GARRISIJII I ..,,t,,.,,, - 10 

to you,. Liz," Rionla calJNI from the fa1t. There I was, the kids at various 
other room. . stages of dress, when about twenty peo-

"O.J(., coming," Liz answered, ·reach• pie poured in. f scooted to the kitchen, 
ing for the afternoon newspaper- and saambled eggs. made bacon, toast and 
spreading it on the floor. ''Now,· Eliza- coffee and served them. The china and 
beth, why don't you r~ad the: news- 1ilver didn't match, the kids ran- wild, 
paper." • and we had a. ball." . 

W.hen Liz returned, Elizabeth had • All • her experiences with the press 
tom up the n~wspaper and appeared haven't been that pleasant, however. 
headt'<l for one of the half c;lozen d1ess Several weeks ago, two reporten: tried 
sets her father keeps arouncl the howc • to follow her when she went to Ma­
in various stag~ of play. Liz' picked up nale's for dinner with friends. "It w35 
the child and handed he.r· to Mattie; the • pretty gruet0me." 
maid. • But, she is philosophical about such 

Liz and her husband talk politics ~ things, including critia of her husband 
lot, and he hu. kept her up-to-date on . (''I haye complete faith in what he is 
the investigation. She says. that· 10me- doing") and his handling of the inves-
timcs he'll be rcs&less and wake her up tigation. A close friend say1 of Liz, "She 
at 2 o~ 5 a.Di. to talk about the latest . is a· penon of strong ~nvictions on 
developments. things ·that really matter. But, she is 

Bcc:awe teachers at dool were wor- abo a truly charming woman who could 
ried about the children, the Garrison·• not be nasty or rude to anyone. Arid 
hired a detective to -take the two • oldest • Liz never drenches anyone in unwel-
to school and watch them during play comed J'OOd will." • • 
pcriodl. In addition, he checks people The phone calls, the people. in the • 
coming to the hou,e. "l'm a little cm• howc, .the curious stares wherever. she 
bamwed becauae he ends up 1D06t or goes, the guard and detective, the' irreg-
the time being just • a baby litter." ular hoan, the unfinished work. all this 
Though the phone rings as much u be- ~ unruffled lJz, believes 1'ill have to 
fore the number was changed, .Liz has end toinedpe. "And I've let Jim·know 
received no crank or threatening calls. quite tilllily," she says in mod Kriou'° 
One p_hone call of five weeks ago did nea, "that when thi1 cue is-aU over we 
shake heT ;up1 tx>~ver. • . are goi~g away and take .a trip. Where 
• "A repier ~ /;,ife was here going ·wi1' we gol I don't know. • A cnd.e 
tbroup. ma,: old photogravllli we had. would be ni~. But, it will probably 

. The piqle rang, I ans~red it. aud it never happen. I'll be happj if we ~.t: 
was for ·her. When she ame back. in • as far u the Gulf Co&Jt." • 
the ~m... ..i.e ~ . at me •1uite • No matter what the outmme of Jim's 
strangely _..d ..._ ·;I don't know how caae, one thing is certain, thinp arc in 
to tell. you thia, h~•·-it's rumored yo.ur • • mntrol at the G~10n howchold~ + 

. • husband has. been llhot; . It :wu on the 
radio.' My,~ and father were here. 
and it waa h:e who ~pt everything calm .. 
Uy ~ther just• went to • pieces. Then, 
about 20 min~ _later Jim walked, in 
and I muldn't believe it. I started hug­
ging ham jwt to mrivince my.elf he Wai 

alright." : 
Yet, Liz atill .finds . time to grocery 

shop; to pity bridge;· ~p for hen and 
the children.'• clothes; ride her bicyde 
to the store or grocery: go to the beauty 
salon once. a,~; look for ~n fur­
niture; rad TirM• ,wedly to keep ab~ast 
o( the-~•: dq -b~idery (she loves. 
to ·aOS1-1titch) abd needle point; meet 
Jim at_ any time; and be. ready for sur- . 
priaes at a ~nt's noti~. 

"It wu· the Sunday after· the illvnti• 
gation . story b~ke,'! she . said, recalling .. 
a ~cent surpriae. "Jim forgot 'to tell 
me he in-vited 'a few newunen' to .break.• 

• 1 

"Tommy, don't you daral" 



The c~troversial • 
first news break 

On t"ebt u.uy Ii, when a front-page headline blared 
"l)A Heu· l..aunc hes Full Jl-"K 'Plot' Probe" the invCS: 
tigar_ion that "':t!I to clraw a wotld-~ide ere~ pilgrimage 
to !\ew < >rlean, l.1ttame publi<. 

It w~• the ."italrs-ltrm 1ha1 .broke tlte 1tory. that 
warm Fnday. Reporters Jadt Dempsey,. ·Rosemary 
.James and David Snyder t.-ompiled. the story that had 
l>ffn porpoising along in wlence for nearly four inonthi. 

'111ough all local media knew bits and pieces of 
the , umored investigation, it was not until February 10 
that .'ilatrs-Jtem City Editor John ·Wilds and ROICIDU}' 
.Jame:i conferred about the facts and figures that police 
rf'porter Jack Dempsey had put together. On Tueaclay, 
rite· t Ith. RoK"mary checked out Dempsey's·in.formadon 
.,ml fellow-rtporter Da,id Snyder 1COured the public . 
rerords. Later tl1at day she c:alled Garri1011'1. office for 
an appointment. She told Garri10n she wa'nted to talk 
10 him about his "special in~~igation." When Garri-
l0t111 _1m1 l~~t ~,ff ~e asked,_ "Well,_ are you_ conducting 
an mvnupuon mto the auauination of President 
·Ken~edy?" "I -·ill neither confirm nor deny it," he 
rc-phNI. He ti,,-,. ,.lk.ecl of .other matters and ended the 
11111,·• •~tion with:"(~. on out to the office ·and 

. ,,.,. II have a cup of coffee." • • 
. R.Olielllary wrote the flOry the next day· and turned' 

it in to John Wilds. He told· her 10 take it to Garriaon 
Thursday and 'lhow it to him. She arrived at 'Gani­
M>n 's office at IO a.m. and asked to.~ him. According 
to Ro!iemary, silt' "-«.'Ill in, handed GarrilOD the story· 
aucl greeted l.)nn Loisel and Louis Ivon, two of- the 
D;A.'s im·cstigarors; Both remained in the office. Gar­
rison, in hi!! r.hirtsleeves, leaned on his cluttered desk 
~m. t(•,ul the first page of the 1tory. He again.repeated, 
"I wall neither fonfirm nor deny it/' • • 

He then 1hruRRf)d, paaed ·off the .-.or, and began 
tallr.!ng a~ut oa_hcr matters. Rolemary departed. a(~ 
talking with l.01.el and hon about a 1uctellful ~ 
out operation they had completed. • Late ~urtday af• 
ter th~ story was ~nt to ~ype, ' lloe:emary . worked. on 
follow-up copy for Saturday. . • • 

Af tcr the story. broke Garriaon charged the SllJlu. 
Jtr,n with hurting ~is inftltigation·.and stated "Anyone 
who says I had an opportunity to· .ee • this story. is' a 
li,u." . . 

The. following Monday, ·R.oannaty •~t to . bit 
ofridal prea conference at a local motel and -was barred.·· 
Sht- saw Louis Ivon. at the. door and be said, "Hell~ 
how are you?" • • . • • • • , . • 

·•Frankly. mad as·hell." replied Roaemary, ;bo had 
yet 10 recei,•e. the promiled cup of coffee from GardlOli:. 

-E.,,.,,. A. ....... n. 
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THE PRESS: its actions 
. . 

Along the ~~ndowed wall of the alm01t blodt-lortg 
:~d. floor marble lwl of- the New Orleans ·coun­
boUle, ~ with ~preaive aedendab from all 

, OW!I' ihe world were litting OD the floor, on wooden 
. ~ or h~ched ~nd waiting television cameras 
and ~gilts. Microph~ea aat mute, waiting for targeta: 

. penala,. ~ .~. ~ waited to be manipu­
.lated. ConvenaUOD ~ long lince dwindled away into 
bored lilence. The ~wall :watch,'' as the praa corpa. , 
had come to call .it. wu now a week old and there . • 
~•t ·much ldt to talk. about. There-was ane occa-· 
lional griping about the lack of ac:tiun, but that is 
aJmmO:D among ~ of them are acalltQmed 
to waiting for • the a- fO begin-it ·.mmea with the 
""'toty. 
.. T~ subj~. ol du~~ ~gil,had .. become as du­
.save as a due an a Peny Ma1011 myatery, an· unc:om-· • 
mon role for New Orleans'· c:oiluovenial and usually • I 
pm.a)Qus ~- A., Jim ~IC>II. who is not beat known. l 
for a'VO(ding ~-consanpinity ~th publicity~ ·He bai,· 
d~~ ,his career. blown aparka from ~y embers. • , 
whippmg up firri when only IIDOke aeemed visible. He·. 

. ~tered the D. A/r .. ~ in· -1960 ·anc1 i.111~ediately 
npped into the ~tution. Uliag_ dou aild dagger 
me~ he took OD the hoobn _and. shakedown joints· 
along ~urban Street and, cleaned ~ up. He· 
c:racud down on lottery racketeers and umcrupuloua 
-~· bondanen· and even locked borm with eight .•• 
nal ~ judgei at one point. When • they . fined him 
$!;~ ~ def~matiOD be had ~e ruling set aside by 
~ Vnittd States Supreme .Coia.rt. Hi• exploits were· 
m~ly chronicled i~ the national. pre11. including the 
_Sat~r41? Ew.nin1 Pu; the-National Oblff'tlff, and The 
New Yori Time,: • .; • 

• • B~t 'this ti~ ~•rrilon ~ after much bigger filh. 
-. Thia tame he wu -•~ the c:o_aapirat°" who be said 
plotted with ~ to murder John F. Kennedy. . 

In_ ~-February, the local newspapers revealed that 
Garrilon'wu. deeply involved in investipting a New Or- . 



and ·reactions 
leans-based conspiracy which he believed had ended 
with the death of the president. Garrison, who had 
told the papers "no comment," • reacted predictably. 
He called a press conference, barred the local papers, 
and berated them for thirty minutes. Then, his spleen 
vented, he announced: "We have solved the case. We 
will make arrests and obtain convictions. The Warren 
Report was wrong." . 

Like iemmings, the press streamed into the city 
from all over the world. Safaris of television crews ar­
rived from New York, loaded down with equipment. Re­
porters converged from most of the major newspapers 
and press services. Because of the bizarre nature of the 
story, many of the_ questions, too, were loaded. Because 
the story had not emanated from his olfice, Garrison 
could afford to play it cool, and cool it he did. Interest 
surged and ebbed, and Garrison, well aware of the 
power of the press, played the story as a conductor 
directs a symphony, feeding the press corps just enough 
to keep them on the hook. making rare appearances 
and entering and leaving his office by a private en­
trance. To many of the reporters, he was inaccessible; 
to others, whom he trusted and liked, he was available, 
meeting them in hotel rooms, restaurants, and other 
out-0f-the-way places. At first, he was hardly encourag­
ing, commenting that arrests might take months or 
even years. Too much publicity, he said, might scare 
off witnesses and conspirators. Some might even com­
mit suicide. 

The American press was skeptical, most of them 
eyeinK Garrison as a small town boy trying to make a 
name for himself with an incredible grandstand play. 
The international press saw in Garrison a knight on 
a white charger-a man who might finally "solve the 
Kennedy murder." The attitudes of the reporters and 
their approach to the Garrison investigation reflects 
these opposing views and, in an odd way, the views of 
opposing ·attitudes of the people in this country and 
the rest of the world. In the first months after Ken-

By WIii/am F. Diehl, Jr. 

nedy's death, the American public seemed content to 
accept the "one man, one shot" theory of the assassina­
tion. The Europeans have never accepted it. 

Evelyn Irons, a reporter for the Sunday Times of 
London said: "In Europe, where political plots :ind as­
sassinations are fairly· common, nobody has e,er be­
lieved Oswald acted alone. The Warren Report is 
looked on with a great deal of skepticism. When I < ame 
here, I was assigned to look for a hook.up with the 
Cuban situation, facts and figures and names involved 
in 'the' plot to kill Kennedy and possibly get a report 
from the Warren Commission. Notice I said 'the' plot. 
My editors have no question about that. As far as. 
we're concerned there was a plot, period. 

"The American press, o_n the other hand, doesn't 
seem to want a plot to exist. They come armed to the 
teeth with questions all' related to Garrison ·s political 
aspirations. For the most part they don't seem to take 
Garrison at all seriously; they come with smiles on 
their faces." 

As the story progressed. however, the smiles were 
wiped off more than one face. One fact is irrefutable: 
As of this writing, Garrison has become "hot copy" 
because there is a growing wave of doubt concerning 
The Warren Report, not only abroad but in this coun­
try too. For the most part, public opinion is based on 
what people read in the newspapers, see on their tele­
vision screens, see in d1eir magazines. It is doubtful 
that many people read the entire twenty-six volumes 
of The Warren Report nor the shortened versions that 
were printed. Knowledge of The Warren Report is 
based on the interpretive reporting of the press. In 
this country most of the newspapers assumed a positive 

• attitude toward the report. In Europe, the press was 
negative toward it. Now, years after the assassination, 
fresh doubts are creeping into many people's minds in 
this country. But the United States press seems to have 
difficulty accepting the theory that a plot existed, par- . 
ticularly when it is revealed by/ continued on page 52 
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THE PRESS/ con#nwd from pq, /J 

the district attorney of New Orleans. 
After ,111, if all the resources of the 
FRI did not uncover a plot, how could 
Jim Garrison? Some, with tongue in 
cheek. were having a field day at (;ar­
riwn's expense. A week after the first 
story on the investigation appeared, 
Time magazine reported that "Garrison 
all 100 clearly writes his own scripts" 
and summed up its first story thus: "But 
he (Garrison) was not talking anymore 
-no more, that is, than it took to keep 
his name in the papen." 

Newswul!., in its second week of cov­
erage. under the tag "History or Head­
lines?". concluded an article laced with 
anti-aphorisms ("Garrison's self-perpet­
uating imcstigation") by referring to a 
one-man submarine which the late David 
Ferrie, one of the alleged conspirators, 
had comtructed to harass Castro's ship­
ping lanes. "The little craft," reported 
.Vewswal!., "was made from an old B-2!> 
gas tank. had no navigation instruments 
and no power plant but foot pedals. 
The sub rested for a time in a back• 
yard and finally ended up in a dump." 

" 'So. 5ays Garrison's own growing gal­
lery or critics, will the D. A.'s case.'" 

Another reporter, representing a 
northern newspaper, said he came to 
New Orleans belie,·ing Garrison was 
,imply publicity hungry. "He just 
ham'r l~en making headlint:s much 
lately,'' he said. "Besides, he must be 
out of his mind to try and discredit the 
whole Warren Commission." In the next 
breath he admitted that his newspaper. 
is interested in the Garrison investiga­
tion because of a "growing distrust of 
the Warren findings by the public." 

As the story progressed, the skepticism 
of some American pressmen began 10 

alter slightly. Ferne's death, called a 
suicide by Garrison and a natural death 
by coroner Nicholas Chetta (a broken 
blood vessel at the base of the neck.) , 
came a few days after Garrison pre­
dicted premature news stories might 
lead to the suicide of some witnesses. 
Characteristically, Garrison leaped on 
Ferrie's death, calling him "one of hi$­
tory's most important men," and fin­
gering him as the getaway pilot for 
Oswald's co-conspirators. Leu than a 
week later, Carrison provided more ac­
tion and arrested one of New Orleans' 
more prominent businessmen and real 
estate speculators, Clay Shaw, a decorat­
ed major in World War II, who had 
helped start the International Trade 
Mart. If headlines were Garrison's meat, 
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he got them. Many newspapers, which 
had underplayed the story until then, 
finally put it on the front page. The 
normally conservative Mrmphis Press­
Scimitar, which had been playing the 
story down, headlined Shaw's arrest with 
a banner, two-deck headline on the 
front page. The New Yori!. Times con­
tinued to relegate the Garrison investi­
gation to the back pages. Coroner Chet­
ta's announcement that Ferrie died na­
turally appeared in three paragraphs on 
page sixty-nine. But by the end of the 
second week., many reporters were be­
ginning to regard Garrison as an enigma, 
rather than a publicity hound. 

Garrison also requested a preliminary 
hearing, a move which generally sur­
prised the press since it's usually a matter 
of routine procedure for the defense to 
ask for the hearing. A hearing is de­
signed to show either that the evidence 
held by the state is sufficient to bind 
the accused over for trial, or insufficient, 
in which case the defendant is dis­
charged. By filing for the state, Garrison 
was obviously taking a legal opportunity 
to perpetuate testimony in the form of 
official notes taken by the court re­
porter. The move was another show of 
confidence by Garri50n. 

The divergent attitudes of the U.S. 
and foreign press rel(arding the GarriM>n 
story are perhaps best indicated by the 
editorial approaches of two reporten. 
Jack. Nel50n, Pulitzer Prize winning 
10uthern correspondent for the Los An­
geles Times, who is based in Atlanta, 
and Phillipe LaBro, a columnist for 
France-Soir, the largest daily newspaper 
in France, who has been vitally inter­
ested in the Kennedy assassination since 
he went to Dallas the day after the death. 
Both are recognized, competent, and 
hard-nosed men. LaBro learned journal­
ism in this country. 

Nelson was returning to Atlanta from 
another assignment when the Garrison 
story first appeared on the national 
newswires. The Los Angeles Times put 
the story on page one. 

"If they had been able to contact me, 
I would have advised them to play the 
story down, the same as The New Ym-l 
Times played it," NellOn said. "With 
it on the front page. I came over to 
New Orleans to try and put it in 10me 
context - everybody out there was won­
dering what the hell was going on. 
Right now it looks like a hoax to me.'' 

Nelson's ,story, which appeared in the 
Sunday editions of both the Times and 

The Atlanta Journal-Constitution, was 
tough, reflecting Nelson's opinion that 
Garrison was "exploiting all the doubts 
about the commission." "You Ir.now how 
tho5C things go," Nelson said. "Every­
time somebody dies, this kind of thing 
feeds on itself. If there i~ a plot, I 
think the world should Ir.now about it. 
So far Garrison hasn't got anything." 

Nelson's story quote<l Aaron Koh·n, of 
the Metropolitan Crime Commission, as 
saying he was surprised that Garrison 
would let himself get caught in a "bush 
league play when he wants to be a big 
leaguer." The story, however, failed to 
point out that Kohn only recentl-y had 
accused Garrison of protecting "organ­
ized crime" in New Orleans by pardon­
ing Bourbon Street stripper Linda Bri­
gette, accused of obscene dancing. Nel­
son also confided that one of the city 
officials had told him, off the record, 
that Garrison was dealing with nothing 
but psychopaths. 

LaBro, wolfing down a sandwich and 
writing a daily column at the same 
time in his hotel room, had also heard 
the repon that Garrison was dealing 
with psychopaths. His reaction was 
quite different than Nelson's. 

"Of counc he's dealing with psycho­
paths." . Labro aaid. "Who else but 
psychopaths would conspire to kill the 
president of the United States?" LaBro 
had left Paris the day Ferrie died and 
looked on Carri10n'1 investigation as a 
"possible breakthrough in the as&assi­
nation plot after all thete years." He has 
read all twenty-six volumes of The 
Warren Ref,Mt and was the fint report­
er in the world to mention Ferrie in a 
news story (lut October). 

"I've talked to everyone· who has 
seriowly aiticized The Warren Report, 
and I've made five trips to Dallas since 
the assassination, refreshing myaelf on 
the details and any new developments. 
I think. this is the most important de­
velopment to date." LaBro had talked 
to Garri10n twice, once for five hours. 

"Our readers want to know everything 
about this Garri10n and about New 
Orleans. But you muat remember, no­
body in France believes that Oswald 
was alone in his plan to kill Kennedy. 
We are used to complicated political 
plots. The average Frenchman can't be­
lieve it was all that simple. After talking 
with Garri50n, I am sure he has some­
thing. I would not bet against him on 
this. He's not a kook, he's not a nut. 
He's a very 10und guy. And if he is 
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political, he certainly would not risk it 
on anything this important unless he 
was sure he had the cards." 
. LaBro feels that the pres., explosion 

will help, not hinder, . Garrison be­
cause it will accelerate the evidence. 
And, like many other reporters both 
here and abroad, LaBro believes Garri­
son was "ready for the story to leak. It 
is a risk, doing it this way, but he was 
ready for the gamble. 

"Sometimes I do not understand 
American reporters. They punue a line 
of questions bued on what they think 
b,f ore they arrive on the scene. In 
ilaropc we take nothing for granted and 
we look both ways. I do not say that 
American reporters arc all bad report­
en, but 1 think the prcsa of any country 
reflecu the attitude of its people and 
in thi1 country I think perhaps the press 
reflects the naivete of the Americans. 
lt al10 reflects the great fear in this 
country of communism. We are always 
auspicious of communism in France, but 
we are not petrified of it. 

"Perhaps that is why it was 10 easy 
to accept the Oswald theory in this 
country. You point to him. You say he 
is a Marxiut 'Aha, Great!' everybody 
says. It is the easy answer. The death 
of Kennedy was an awe19me thing. . . . 
totally horrible. Why discount the idea 
that the plot which led to his death was 
awesome and totally horrible? 

"This .could explain why the FBI, 
in iu investigation for The Warren 
Commission, might have overlooked-or 
ignored-a plot involving Oswald. If 
they started out on the theory that it 
was one man acting alone, their ques­
tions and the development of their case 
might easily have proceeded on just that 
line. In which case, they might ha\'e 
tended to give ~ittle credence to infor­
mation that would ha,·e shown some­
thing else." 

Perhaps the only foreign m•wsmen 
who did not express opinions one way 
or the other were the Russians. But even 
they were on the scene here. Yuri Bar­
sukov of Izvestia, Henry Borovik of No­
vosti Press A~ncy, and !Jany Freeman 
of TASS, said they were covering the 
story entirely objectively and would con­
tinue to do 10. "It is true," said Borovik, 
"that most people throughout Europe 
and even in Russia are suspiciow of the 
circumstances surrounding the death of 
President Kennedy. But the Soviet preu 
has been objective throughout." 

By the end of the second week. some 
reponen-and newspapers-were taking 
a sc:cond look at Garrison's story of in­
trigue. The Atlanta jou,ul-Constitu­
tion, which had published Nelaon's story, 
published a second atory the following 
Sunday by Clarence Doucet, assistant 
city editor of the New Orleans Times­
Picayune, copyrighted by The Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution, headlined: "Garri­
son is just beginning to swing." The 
nory began: "Big Jim Garrison h;11s 
shaken the confidence of a lot of peo­
ple who thought his much-publiciud 
probe of the assassination of President 
Kennedy already would have fallen flat 
on in face." The story, a favorable one, 
concludes: "It is apparent that Garrison 
has ~me1hing. But what it is, near mi55 
or rompiracy, only time will tell. 

"One: thing i1 certain, he won't allow 
himself to be rushed. And Garrison is 
now calling the plays." 

• 1 n the courthouse hall, the wall watch-
ers, bored with the waiting, speculated, 
talked, conjectured. Garriaon was still 
calling Ferrie'1 death a suicide. Well. 
perhaps. Ferrie was a noted hypochon­
driac and had abnormally high blood 
pressure. Under the extreme pressure of 
the investigation he might simply have 
stopped taking medication, inducing the 
stroke which killed him; in which case 
both the coroner and Garrison would 
have been right: suicide by normal 
means. Even more bizarre were other 
theories. A 1hot o( adrenalin, for in­
stance, could have caused the amic~ion 
that killed Ferric. And what about the 
opposing political viewpoints of some o( 
those allegedly implicated - Castroites 
and ami-Castroites involved in the same 
plot? Impossible. Yet there were strong 
implications of homosexuality; perhaps 
rhe~e tie~ wc:rc: strong enough to over­
rnmc: political difforences. 

Meanwhile the jokes and the specu­
lation ran rampant. Garrison was the 
hidden man and the press simply 
watch<'d rhe big oak doors at the end of 
the: hall. waiting for his next mo,·e. 

"He's hokd up at the Athletic Club," 
~aid one: reporter,. 

'•Nah, he's in Miami," said another. 
Still another: "I hear he's operating 

out of an apartment in the Quarter." 
"All wrong," said another. "He's· in 

Las Vegas." 
"What the hell's he doing in Las 

Vegas?" they uked. 
"I hear he lost the city last night," 

wa1 the answer. + 
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HFJil>RANDUM FOR THE ACllllG ATl'OIUIEY GENERAL 

l.e: Acquiaition and retention 
of Warren Coaniaaion itema of 
evidence 

Sectien 2(a) ef the Act ef November 2 1 1965 (P .L. 
89-318; 79 Stat. 1115). autboriua the Attorlley General 
to determine. from time to tim•• which itema ef evidence 
cona idered l,y th• Warren Commiaa loa. ahould be acquired 
aDCI pr .. erved bJ the Uaited Stat••• Upon the publica­
tion of auch a deterraination 1D th• Federal Ryiater, 
all right. titl•• and intereat ia the itw emme~atad 
therein v••t• in the United Stat••• 'l'hia authority 1a 
valid only with r .. pect to determinationa publiahed in 
the Federal llegiater within on• year of the date of the 
Act. To avoid any alip-up in publiahing prior to the 
expiration data, all determinationa abould l,e submitted 
to the Federal llegiater by Tbunday, October 27, 1966. 

'Dla attached liat of itema ef evidence waa prepared 
by rapreaentativ•• of the Ciri.1 and Criminal Diviaiona • 
the llational Archiv••• and this Office. We alao canvaaaed 
the Secret Service and Central Intelligence Ageacy. and 
bad Aaaiatant United Statu Attornay T1nn1oa check th• 
Dallu Police Department and the Dallu Diatrict Attor­
ney' a office, particularly with rup ct to itema involvad 
in the Ruby cue. ?be Federal lbreau of Inv•■tigation 
recently tranaferred all Warren r.ommtaai.on material.a 
which bad been ill the poa■eaaioa of that Agency to th• 
Archivea, except th• Oswald rifle and piatol which are 
still in Dallaa in connection with tb• pending forfei-
ture litigation. The lureau evinced no interest in par­
ticipating in th• preparation of the liat of items to be 
retained under the Act. 



In .. 1ect1a& the it- to ba vated under tb• Ae~, the 
fellfting general pidelinN were ebaervNJ 

(1) lhm8 ef evidac• purcbNed • preduc .. by 8overa• 
ment ...-1• have mt been liated •inc• it •- clear tbac 
they are ...., the pnpert7 of the United ltat• ad need Mt 
be taken. 

(2) It- •f • deculllentary nature, IIUCh u lett:••• 
diariea • picturN • filma • ete. • which can be aatiafacterily 
repE"•liu••• will not be takaa and have not: been included on 
the lut. 

(3) lach repreductt... ef aa it• that la repntluced 
f.r retaatt.a l,y tu a.v.n-nt prier to the return ef the 
er1g1M1 te lta owner will be certified•• a trua copy ef 
th• ertaiul by apprepriat• efficial• ef the Arohivu. 

(4) lfe it• •f eviclenc• ia te be returnN unlua ita 
return la demnded by ita wner. 

(5) ID the ev•t a qu.eatien aria• •• te the ..,.r. 
•hip ef an it•, tbe Arc:hiviet will refue• te ntun it 
uat:11 he 1e aatiafied that the perHD ,.,,..,,1111 t:be item 
1a ita owner• • a court •f aoapat•t Juriadictien ruelvaa 
tba ....-ahlp iaau•. 

Mi.de &em the feraa•illl, oertaia it- require dlacua• 
•ian. 

!he attaahN 11.at ef itw te be taken f.aelud•• none of 
th• clethiaa vern 1'y the huident at the tiaa ef Id.a death. 
Wear• -tlatillg n agrewt with a r-,rea•tative (a&rka 
Kanhall) ef ■aabera ef the leansdy fad.ly wbereby the lat• 
tr•W•t•• axec:utara will traufer and depeait with the 
Archivtat, en ceaditiou ef rutrt.ctad acoes• duriq tb• 
livee ef Pr•icl•t ••• sdy'• widew and bia brethara and 



aiatera, tbue it ef clothiaa. 'l'he ropoaed agreement 
alao provid .. for(N•*•---•~W-the x-ra,a and pbo­
tographa taken during tlae autopay. The coat, •hirt, aDCl 
tie, 1n particular, are of crucial evidentiary value •inc• 
they are directly ilrYolved ta the ene-bullet-oae ••••••ill 
theory•• propounded by th• r.oamtaaion. 'l'h• X-raya and 
photograph■ were not fermall7 ill evidence befer• the Com­
adaaion, and thua are probably not aubj ect to being veated 
by th• Covernlent under r.L. 89-318. 

. the l.elmedy family ia quite amd.oua te •••ur• that 
nene of the foregoi.Da •teriala will be publicly ahibited 
or reprecluced fflr p.1~licatioa. Conaideraticma of taate 
and archival pruuvatiea lllllk• reaaonable rutrictiona • 
-ttar of inter•t ffw tba GcF,,erwt, u well aa the 
fad.ly of th• lat• Preaiclent. 'lh• r .. trictiona ••t out 
in th• propoaecl •ar---t will, we Nl!Aave, utiafy theae 
conaideratieu while pr .. ervitlg th• availability of all ef 
th••• important avidelltiary itema for ny future inveatl• 
pt:len bJ an efficial becly, and fer acrutilly by technical 
expert■ on Nbalf ef private acbolara amt writer•. 

Acccmliagly, we believe the prClpNed aarewat to be 
1D tba but intereata ef the Ge"armnat1t, and preferable to 
a vutiq ef th• elething al.one. A public announcement of 
the agrewnt with tbe i.aedy family abeuld be ianed,con­
eurr•tly with th• publication ef the liat of it- te be 
taken, in order to avoid ay 111iaunderataadina aa to th• 
•cop• of the itema to be retain.ff or •ecured by the Gov• 
erwnt. Such a atatwnt will be worked out with the 
Public Int.mutien Office. However. in th• event that 
the pending neaotiationa de not result ill a aigaed aar•· 
mat bJ the time the lut lm8t be •ent forward to th• 
federal !giater, it will be necuaary to aclcl the itw 
of the Pruident '• clethiag ta tba liat of it... to be 
taken. 

We have placed on the liat certain itema of clothin& 
that o-ld wa• wearing at tit• time of hi.a capture, •inc• 
tho•• cloth .. could be critical to hia identification 1n 
any future re-evaluation of thia matter. However, the 

-3-



clething ha waa wuriq •t the time h• vaa •bet ia atill 
ill the poaa .. aion of the Dalla• Polle• Depart:lllent. !hie 
clotltia& appear• to have no particular evidantiary value 
inaofar u th• ••••••inatien 1a ccmcemad. furthermore, 
there ta no evidence that it•• ave couidarad bJ th• 
c.--1a-.1on. Couequently. we have not included it on th• 
•tt•ched liat. 

We have placed the veapona (rifi•• piatel, amo:unition, 
•• lmivu) on th• liat. 'l'ba rifle and piatol ver• th• 
eubjeet ef forfeiture litigatiola. !hey were cderecl for­
feited by th• Diatrict Court, mt th• c.urt 0£ Appeal.a for 
tb• l'iftb Circuit rever••• Altheup th• Internal aevenue 
Service ur1ed that we ■Mk certiorari, thia Departll8Dt baa 
declined to do••• 'ftle lut day on which tile Govei:LLADt 
-Y raquut certiorari la th• forfeiture ca•• •ppur• to 
ba Octobar 21. If the notic:a •f takiDa u publiahed 1a 
th• leder•l ~iftfE on or befer• that data, it •bould 
meot Hr. Ki1la • replevia actioa, which u •till pending 
la Denvc. W. au■t claliver the aotic• to th• Office ef 
the , .. _..11.aaiatar i.y DOOD Octeber 27 ill order to aaaure 
ita publicatiAt• ill tba i■■u• ef October 28. 

Ve have, with tb• concurrence ef the Secret Service, 
ilwlutl .. the vind■hiald ef tbe uaa•aiaat:lon autemebil• 
(luaecl frCIBl th• Ford c.paa.y). 

S... concern bu baea apraeed eencaraia& th• return 
ef aay it- of evidence that••• aver .. aociatact with Lae 
O.walcl or Ilia wife on the buia that the it ... ceuld can­
tain micro dota I indented writiJla, inv:laible iak marka, or 
aoma other form ef cryptearapldc c.... Dae Warren Coad.•­
aieD ccmaidarad thia po■■ibility and made tba foll.owing 
atateaftt bl ite report: "All ef Oneld'a lmwa writina■ 
or other poaau•iou which llli&ht bava been uaad ftJr cede 
or other .. ,iooaae purpN• have been nMiDad ltJ elthar 
the leclar•l a.ruu ef Innetiptioa or the Bational Secur­
ity Aaacy, to datendne vhather they were •o uae4." (Paga 
244, bport of the Ca daeioll.) Latter■ fralll the Jederal 
asruu of Invatigatift ad the .. tional Security Agency 
dacribina tho•• aetivitiu ud reportina negative finclinga 



are publiabed •• Caaaia•ien bhibite 2444• 2768, and 2772. 

The llatienal Archivee rec.....,,4d that we take certain 
dec:uaenta f• future ahibit purpN... 'l'bo1• itw include 
.... •f Onalcl'• letter• and cliariN. On the baaia •f the 
auctien price ef other Oawalcl letter•• tak1ng th- could 
preve to be apenaive. The J.aauaa• ef th• Act ia bread 
-.ugh to penit that actien. but th• Juatificati81l f11r the 
legialatioll ••• hued upon th• need f.r retaining itw bav• 
1ng -.U•tiary value. line• it would N difficult te clia• 
tinpi8h between the document• that the Archivea wuld like 
to retain (a aeparat• liat ef which ia attached) and ether 
decuaeata which we prepea• te return upon demend, we have 
Mt iacluded tbN• it ... en the liat te be v•t ... 

w. bav• •t imluded tba piatel that ••• uaect b)' auby 
te aheot Oawald, aiace it appur• to have ae direct burina 
upen th• aaaaaainatien. Mffeever. we have been unable te 
find any evidence that it waa conaidend by tha Camaiaa:loD. 
The•- 1a true ef '.luby'• wetcb and ring. 

thia liat ef it... te be takan under tbe Act: la baaed 
upen it .. which ar• currently 1a th• pea•••ien ef th• 
Oeverwnt. The C:a•d••iela allewed Oavald'a mother and 
brether and Mark Lane te retain certain it .. , auch u 
lettara, carda, etc. In ... itiell. the c.aaiaa:lal returned 
cartain itw te their ewnera. ._ uample, a camara waa 
returned te llra. Paine. 

Aa Mted befar•, w• have checked with tM l'ederal 
Jbruu ef llweltiptien, the Archiv .. , the lecret lervice, 
the Central Intelliaeac• Apacy, tba 8allu Police Depart• 
wt, and tba Della »iatrf.et Atta-My'• Office •• to itw 
ef widenc• which th• Gfteromeut my net Mm and which 
aheuld he taken. HerNVer, we have attempted te check the 
C.-1aaian 1a publiahed lilt ef ahibit■ in thil reprd. Al• 
tbeeap we heliev• the attached liat centaina referanc .. to 
all it- which alwulcl be taken under the Act, tbar• la a. 
aatiafacta-y methad fer uauring the campleteneaa of tbi• 
liat becaua• ef the brevity of the dNcriptiml of item 

-s-



la tile II n1uta•• liat ad the rmequent diffiOll~t:y ef 
•tcblna itw ill the vaiAlua liata we oucked. 

Attaehamata 

l'rek II. W.swr-aft 
.Aaaiataat Atter-, 0--•1 
Office ef t.pl Clllma•l 
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Coumi11ion'a No. 

2 

5 

124 

128 

133 A and B 

134 

135 

139 

140 

141 

142 

APPENDIX A 

Description 

Original print of photograph of hou1e 
and ally 

Original print of photograph of house 
and automobile 

Imperial brand hunting type knife 
with aheath 

Enco map of Fort Worth and Dalla• 

Two of forty•seven photograph• 
r covered by Dall•• Police Department 

Photograph of 01wald holding rifle 

Mail order coupon in name of A.J. 
Ridell used to order .38 caliber 
gun from Loa Angel•• 

6.5 DID Mannlicher-Carcano rifle, with 
teleacopic sight, Serial Ho. C2766, 
including ■ ling and cartridge clip 

Blanket 

6.5 DID Mannlicher-Carcano cartridge 
from buildina 

Bag made out of wrapping paper, 
found on the aixth floor of the 
Texaa School Book Depoaitory 
Building after the ••••••ination 



APPENDIX A• P•&• 2 

Coaniaaion' a No. 

143 

144 

145 

150 

156 

1.57 

162 

163 

351 

381A 

383A 

Deacription 

.38 pecial Smith and Weaaon revolver, 
Serial Bo. V510210, Aaa-bly Mo. 
65248, with appurtenance• 

Brown l•ther holater 

Small cardboard box containing two 
• 38 pecial cartridge• 

Onald'• shirt 

Pair of men'• gray cotton alacks 
with zipper 

Pair of men'• gray cotton slacka 
nFarrah" brand, rippecl 

Cray jacket 

Blue jacket from depository identi­
fied. by Mra. Marina Onald as being 
pToperty of Lee Harvey Oawald 

Windahield from the Presidential 
automobile 

Iba transfer with related Dalla• 
Police Department envelope 

lr'acelet inacribecl 1-'I.e•" 



APPENDIX A• page 3 

Commiaaion'a No. 

397 

399 

518 

543 

544 

545 

567 

569 

573 

592 

Description 

Working paper• aaaociated with 
Naval Medical School Autopay 
aeport A6l-272 

Bullet from 1tretcher 

Four .38 Special cartridge• 

6.5 mm Mannlicher-Carcano cartridge 
ca1e from Texaa School Book 
Depoaitory Building 

6.5 mm Mannlicher-Carcano cartridge 
c••• from Texa• School Book 
DepoeitQry Building 

6.5 mm Mannlicher-Carcano cartridge 
ca•• from. Taxaa School Book 
Depository Building 

Bullet fragment from Preaident'a car 

Bullet fragment from Pre1ident'• car 

Bullet from General Walker'• home 

five cartridge• from Oswald'• pocket 



APPENDIX A - page 4 

Commiaaion'• Ho. 

594 

602 

603 

604 

605 

641 

648 

649 

653 

654 

De■cripti9n 

Four .38 Special cartridge ca••• 
from Tippit nurder scene 

Bullet from Officer Tippit'• body 
along with button from hia uniform 

Bullet from Officer Tippit' ■ body 

Bullet from Officer Tippit'• body 

Bullet from Officer Tippit'• body 

A carton, labeled "Box A," found 
on the lixth floor of th• Texa■ 
School Book Depoaitory Building 
following the ••••••ination 

Cardboard box from Texaa School Book 
Depoaitory Jbilding 

Portion of top of carton (CE648), 
bearing a latent palmprint 

Cardboard box from Texa■ School Book 
Depo1itory Building 

Cardboard box from Texae School Book 
Dapo■ itory Building 



APPEllDU A - page S 

Co :t ••ion'• 1lo. 

677 

749 

79.5 

800 

803-804 

806 

811 

812 

820 

Ducription 

Paper and two •aapl• from fir•t floor, 
Tau• School look Depoaitory luildiag 

Photop-aphic ugatiw ol Oswald 
holcling rifle 

A apurioua Selective Service ly•t­
aotic• of claaaification card in 
the name of Alelt .J._.• Bidell 

T1'0 retouched negative• of Selective 
Service Certificate of Lu Baney 
O...ld 

Two retouched eptivu of tbe f•c• 
aid• of• Selective Service Y9t 
llotic• of Cla••ification caret 

USMC cartifieate of aervice bearilag 
th• na• of Bidell 

1.etoucbed aegative of raver•• aide 
of• Selective ervic• '7st 
Regietration Certificate 

Retouched aeptiv•• of the fac and 
raver•• aid• of • U.S. Marine Corpe 
certificate •f eervic• 

Fair Play for Cuba ec-itt:H Jin 0r1 .. u 
Chapter lllllllberebip card iaaued to L. R. 
Oswald, aigaecl A . .J. Ridell, Qiaptc 
Pr•ident 



APPDDIX A - page 6 

128 

840 

841 

842 

843 

946 

996 

1997 

Michael I.. Pa iae 
Exhibit llo. 2 

DNeription 

Fair Pla:, for Qaba Coalllitt .. national 
••ber•hip card of Oawld 

'1'bree ••11 lead particlea found on 
rug udernuda left juap aut of 
Pr .. u.t t. car 

Lead reaiclue found 011 i.Micl• aurfac:e 
ef lea• of vindabielcl 

ll fr•-t of .. tal from vriat 
of Coveraor C:0...11:, 

Two •tal fra ta reaoved froa the 
ruicl•t•• h•d at tiae of autop•7 

Paaaport of Lee H. Oawalcl, lo. 1733242 

" nted for Tr•• " poater 

Two cartrlda claacriMCI 1a Exhibit 
Bo. 1 7 (n1 repert) 

Piece of 16-atr•Jld atria&, approxi­
•t•l:, JO la. loag (1 ... tified by 
rat ape:rt toabaup •• tbe atr 
wrap• arouad blanket ill which 
rifle •• •torecl ill Paine 1•r•1•1 
11.urigg•, Vol. IV, pp. 56•57) 



APPENDU A• paae 7 

Comle•kn' • •o. I>Qcription 

Shaaeyfelt Exhibit Section of cement curbing from Main 
lo. 34 Str .. t, Dallae, Te:xaa 

Stoabaqb khibit 
l(o. 1 . Haire found on Cl 140 (blanket) 

Stombaupi Exhibit Known aampl• of Lee Harvey Oewald'• 
llo. 2 hair furniahed by the Dalla• Office 

of the J'BI 

St bauah Exhibit Fiber• found on CE142 (beg) 
Ho. 3 

Stombaup lxhibit 1• of fiber• from CE140 (blanket) 
Ito. 4 

Stoabaugh lxbibit Pibera found on CE139 (rifle) 
Ro. 5 

StOIIINqh Exhibit Sample of fibera fro CE150 
No. 6 (Oawald'a •hirt) 

FBI Exhibit Bo. Deacription 

113 Pocket •i&e blue book apparently 
identification booklet with 
small pbotogr•ph of Onald 

419 Identification booklet ill Ruaaian 
aeript containina Oswald'• name 
and Ro. 01311655 



APPEIDIX A .. page 8 

FBI bhibit No. 

446 

C41 A-G 

C61 - C70 

C71 - Cl36 

Cl49 - Cl.51 

Cl52 

Cl53 • Cl56 

Cl57 - Cl60 

Cl61 • C226 

Ducription 

Paaaport lo. 0092526 ill name of 
Lee Harvey Oswald. date of birth 
10/18/39 

Paraffin caata of Oawald'• banda 
and face and related iteDIII 

T• cartridge caaea, 6.5 m Japan••• 
caliber, recovered at gun range, 
Da 11•• , Texaa 

Sixty-aix 6.5 DD Mannllcher-carcano 
cartridge cu•• from gun range, 
Dalla•, Tua• 

Thr•• cartridge caaea from A.a. Papurt, 
larr • • Qm Shop, Dall•• , Texas 

6.5 11111 cartrida• c••• made available 
~7 Mra. Lovell T. Penn 

Four 6.S DD cartridge ca••• from 
Irving, Ta••• Police Departaent 

Four 6 . .5 11111 cartridge ca••• from 
Mra. Vir&inia Goodwin 

ixty-fiv• cartridge case• from 
gun rans•, Dalla•, Tex.as 



APPENDIX A • page 9 

Fil Exhibit No. 

C323 

C324 

Cl26 

D2 

D60 

D62 

D79 

Dl48 

D193 

D195 

Ducriptioa 

Bottle cap found in Duley Plaza 

Piece of metal found in Duley Plaza 

Piece of wood from window led&• on 
6th noor of Tau• School !oak 
Depoaitory building 

lnown paper and tape aampl•• from 
ICleiD'• 

Brown paper eavelope and paper bag 
from lrvbat Taaa, Poat Office 

Two paper tape aampl .. from the 
home of Hr•. Paine 

Two empty box•• 11Arked "6.5 Italian 
Ammition" 

"Taa llapatr" 118374 for ''Oswald" 
Obtained from Irving port• lhop, 
Irvin&, Te:ua 

On• •a.pl• of brown wrapping paper 
aacl a atrip of l" Manila a~• •• 
tape 

One •aaple of 60 lb .... Xraft wrapping 
paper 
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FIi Exhibit lo. 

D225 

D230 

D236 

D237 

D240 

D242 

E3 

14 

E6 

Ducription 

Seven card• beari.Qg name nA.J. Ridell" 
and "A.J. Ridel" 

Thr•• on• dollar bill• 

Five dollar bill 

Trauport•• del Wort• bu• ticket 
stub f 13688 

Map of Mexico Cit:, publi•hecl by 
:r.ctitorial Flecha, Maxico, D.r. 

Library paa1 dated April, 1962, 
written in lluasian, in the 
na .. LEI HMVEY OSWALD 

Tranaportu Frontera aia Line 
fora with known date ataap 
iapreaaiona 

One block of fcmu of the 
Tranaportu Frontera aas Lin• 

Five dollar bill 



ITFJIIS REXlUESTED BY '111E ARCHIVES FOR EXHIBIT PURPOSES 

Conmission's No. Description 

Dobbe Exhibit No. 10 Letter from Lee Harvey Oswald to the 
Socialiat Worker• Party, dated 
September 1, 1963, with envelope.' 

Arnolds. Johnson Letter from Lee Harvey Oswald to the 
Exhibit No. 1 Worker dated June 10, 1962. 

Arnolds. Johnson Letter from Lee Harvey Oawald to Arnold 
Exhibit No. 3 s. Johnson dated August 13. 1963. 

Arnold S. Johnson Letter from Lee Harvey Oswald to the 
Exhibit No. 4 Colllllunist Party ated Auguat 28, 1963. 

Arnolds. Johnson Letter from Lee Harvey Oswald to Mr. Bert 
Exhibit No. 5 of the Worker dated Auguat 31, with 

envelope. 

Arnolds. Johnson Undated letter from Lee Harvey Oswald to 
Exhibit No. 7 Arnold S. Johnson, with envelope post­

marked November 1, 1963. 

Vincent T. Lee Undated letter from Lee Harvey Oswald 
Exhibit No. 1 to the Fair Play for Cuba Comnittee. 

Vincent T. Lee Letter from Lee Harvey Oswald to the 
Exhibit Number 2 Fair Play for CUba Coamittee dated 

May 26 

Vincent T. Lee Undated letter from Lee Harvey Oswald 
Exhibit Number 4 to V. T. Lee, encloaing ''Hands Off 

Cuba" leaflet and Fair Play for Cuba 
CODDittee order blank. 



ARCHIVES reque1t • Page 2 

Commie• ion'• No. De1cription 

Vincent T. Lee 
Exhibit No. 5 

Vincent T. Lee 
Exhibit No. 6 

Vincent T. Lee 
Exhibit No. 7 

FBI Exhibit No. 

116 

*117 

122 

123 

124 

Letter from Lee Harvey Oswald to 
V.T. Lee dated August 1. 

Letter from Lee Harvey Oswald to V.T. 
Lee dated August 12, 1963, enclosing 
copy of New Orleans lillnicipal Court 
affidavit charging Oswald and others 
with diaturbing the peace in New 
Orleans, and a new1paper clipping 
concerning th• conviction of Oawald 
for diaturbing the peace. 

Letter from Lee Harvey Oswald to V.T. Lee 
dated Augu1t 17, with envelope. 

De1cription 

Sheets of Engliah writing, both aides, 
which appear to be a diary 

Sheets of lined paper in green ink 
printing containing cOD1Dents re 

CPUSA 

Single 1heet in black ink printing 
entitled "'ffl• New Era" 

Page• of blue ink handwriting numbered 
l•ll on Holland-America Line Stationery 

Sheet• of blue ink handwriting Holland• 
America Line stationery, numbered 1 A 
tbr.ough 4A 



ARCHIVES requeat • Page 3 

FBI Exhibit No. Deacription 

125 

337 

D69 

Sheet• of blue ink handwritina on 
Holland-America Line stationery, 
numbered lB and 2B 

Typewritten sheet• entitled "Part 1 
'The Collective'" 

Eight and a half aheeta of paper written 
in green ink regarding CPUSA 

Resume by Oswald concerning his back• 
ground (C593) 



Dr. Robert H. Bahmer 
Archivist of the United States 
National Archives 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Dr. Bahmer: 

Draft: 10/7/66 

The family of the late President John F. Kennedy 

shares the concem of the Government of the United States 

that the personal effects of the late President which 

were gathered as evidence by th& President's Comnission 

on the Assassination of President Kennedy, as well as 

certain other materials relating to the assassination, 

should be deposited, safeguarded and preserved in the 

Archives of the United States as materials of historical 

importance. The family desires to prevent the undignified 

or sensational use of these materials (such as public dis­

play} or any other use which would tend in any way to dis­

honor the memory of the late President or cause unnecessary 

grief or suffering to the members of his family and those 

closely associated with him. We know the Government re­

spects these desires. 

In consideration of the mutual interest of the family 

of the late President and of the Government of the United 



States in achieving the aforesaid objectives, the executors 

of the estate of the late President, with the approval of the 

members of his family named in paragraph (5), hereby transfer 

to the United States all their right, title and interest in, 

and deposit with the Archivist -of the United States, all the 

personal clothing of the late President now in the possession 

of the United States Government and referred -to in Appendix A, 

together with those x-rays and photographs connected with the 

autopsy of the late President referred to in Appendix B, and 

the Archivist of the United States, in accordance with the 

provisions of 44 U.S.C. 397(e)(l) and ADM-P 5450.39 dated 

May 5, 1964, ch. 8, para. 1, accepts the same, for and in 

the name of the United States, for deposit in.the Archives 

of the United States, subject to the following restrictions 

as to their use: 

(1) Access to and inspection of the material referred 

to in Appendix A and Appendix B shall be permitted only to: 

(a) Any person authorized to act for a cOD1Dittee 

of the Congress or other official agency of the 

United States Government having appropriate authority 

to investigate matters relating to the death of the 
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late President, for purposes within the investigative 

jurisdiction of such cODDDittee or agency. 

(b) Any recognized expert in the field of medicine, 

ballistics, textiles or any other area of science 

or technology, for purposes relevant to the investi­

gation of matters relating to the death of the late 

President; provided, however, that the decision of the 

Archivist shall be final as to who may qualify as a 

recognized expert and provided, further, that the 

Archivist may consult·with appropriate professional 

and technical organizations in making such deter­

mination. The Archivist shall limit the scope of 

access and inspection by any expert to that portion 

of the materials referred to in Appendix A and 

Appendix Bas in the judgment of the Archivist may 

be of legitimate technical or professional concem 

to such expert. 

Access to and inspection of any of the materials referred 

to in Appendix A and Appendix B shall be subject to such re­

strictions and limitations as_ may be legally imposed by the 

Archivist and which he may deem appropriate for their safe­

keeping and preservation, for the proper administration of 
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the National Archives, or for the effectuation of his ob­

ligation under paragraph (2) hereof. 

(2) None of the materials hereby transferred to the 

United States and deposited with the Archivist shall be 

placed on public display, nor shall photographs or other 

reproductions of any of such materials be published or 

otherwise publicly distributed (unless the same were 

heretofore published as pa~t of the Report of the Presi­

dent's Coumission or otherwise publicly distributed), with­

out the prior written consent of all of the individuals 

named in paragraph (5) then living or of the Kennedy 

family representative designated pursuant to paragraph 

(7). It shall be the obligation of the Archivist to 

exercise his best efforts to enforce the foregoing re­

strictions and, in furtherance thereof, (a) to obtain 

advance agreement to the foregoing restrictions from all 

persons given access to or permitted to inspect the materials 

pursuant to paragraph (1), and (b) to take such further 

actions (including legal action to restrain violations of 

said restrictions) and impose such further restrictions 

and conditions upon access and inspection as he may deem 

appropriate. 
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(3) All duties, obligations and discretions herein 

conferred upon the Archivist of the United States shall 

inure to each holder of that office from time to time, and 

to any official of the United States Govermnent who may 

become the successor to the functions with respect to 

President's Comnission materials presently vested by Public 

Law 89-318 in the Achninistrator of General Services and by 

him delegated to the Archivist. 

(4) In the event of a material breach of this agree­

ment by any person acting or purporting to act on behalf 

of the United States, the undersigned executors or any of 

the individuals named in paragraph (5) may sue in the 

District Court of the United States for the District of 

Columbia for such relief as the court may deem appropriate 

to enforce the provisions of this agreement. 

(5) The provision~ of paragraphs (1) through (4) shall 

remain in force during the lives of the survivors or survivor 

of Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy, Robert F. Kennedy, Edward 

Moore Kennedy, Patricia Kennedy Lawford, Eunice Kennedy 

Shriver and Jean Kennedy Smith. 
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(6) This agreement may be amended, modified or termi­

nated only by the written consent of the Archivist and 

either all of the individuals named in paragraph (5) then 

living or the Ketmedy family representative designated 

pursuant to paragraph (7). 

(7) The Archivist shall be entitled to consult with 

the Kennedy family representative designated pursuant to 

this paragraph, and to rely upon his statements in writing 

as representing the views of the Kennedy family, in con­

nection with the construction or application of this agree­

ment in particular cases. The Kennedy family representative 

shall be [insert name], provided, however, that he or any 

successor designated as such may be replaced at any time 

by notice in writing to the Archivist signed by a majority 

of the individuals named in paragraph (5) then living and, 

if the estate of the late President shall not then have 

been closed, also signed by the executors thereof. 

If the foregoing terms are acceptable to the Govern~ 

ment of the United States, please execute this agreement by 
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signing on behalf of the Government the approval clause 

set forth below. 

Approved: 

United States of America 
by Robert H. Bahmer 

Sincerely, 

Executors of the Estate of 
John F. Kennedy 

Archivist of the United States 
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APPENDIX A 

Clothing wom by the late President at the time of his 

assassination, identified by the-following exhibit numbers: 

Comnission Exhibit Nos. 393, 394, 395. 

FBI Nos. C 26, 27, 28, 30, 33, 34, 35, 36. 

APPENDIX B 

autopsy photographs and ___ X-rays. 

[Number of each to be inserted] 
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OFFICE OF LEGAL COUNSEL 

TO 

OFFICIAL INDICATED BELOW BY CHECK 

The Attorney General .......................•.... 

Executive Assistant ...•......................• 

Public Information ........................... . 

The Solicitor General ..................•...•..... 

Deputy Attorney General. ............ -~ ........ ~ .. . 

Administrative Assistant Attorney General ...••..•.. 

Assistant Attorney General, Antitrust .....•..•.••. 

Assistant Attorney General, Civil ....•...••....•.. 

Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights ...•..••... 

Assistant Attorney General, Criminal ...•••.•..•.. 

Assistant Attorney General, Internal Security .••.•.. 

Assistant Attorney General, Lands ................ 
Assistant Attorney General, Tax .........•........ 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation ......... . 

Commissioner, Immigration and 
Naturalization Service ....•.•.••.•• 

Board of Immigration Appeals •.. ~ .........•••..... 

Director, Bureau of Prisons .............••...•... 

Board of Parole ................................ . 

Pardon Attorney ................................ . 

Memorandum 
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Honorable I.anon B. Knott, Jr. 
Adminiatrator of General Service■ 
Wuhi~on, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Knotts 

October 28. 1966 

In accordance with the prGYiaiona of 44 U.S.C. 

397 (e) (1) • tha executer• of the eetate of the late 

Preaident John r. Kennedy hereby tranafer to the Ad• 

miniatrator of General Sarvic••• acting for and on be• 

half of the United State■ of America, for depoait in 

the llatioaal Archives of the United State■, all of their 

right:. title, and intaraat 1D all of the personal clothing 

of the late Pnaidant now in the po•••••1on of the United 

State■ Government and identified in .Appendix A, and in 

certain x-ray• and photograph■ connected with the au• 

topay of th• late Preaident referred to in Appendix B, 

and the Adminiatrator accept• the aame, for and in the 

name of the United States, for depoalt in the National 



rutrio&iou, which abal.1 .ataua 111 .it.- dDl1.ag tha 

llv .. fJf tbe laU Pneut.t•• wt.._, ._rt_., -• ....-.. 

bffthn'a ..S ,uc..n. • ay of o-, 

I 

1 ' 

1 . 

,.,111tud .. ,. co, 

(-.) .---~----•ecaa--

Pnel .... fs ,_,.... nclda 

0-) ,_, ...UU. ..i.i.. • tar...,.....,_ of ..._ 
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for purpoM8 relevant to hia atudy thereof. 

Th• .Adminiatratar shall not authori&e acceaa 

to the Appendix A materials for any purpo•• in­

volving undign1£ied or eenaatic:mal reproduction 

or publication thereof, and ha ahall have full 

authority to deny raqueets for ace•••• or to 

impoae condition• he deem• appropriate on accaaa, 

in order to prevent undignified or aenaational 

use of the Appendix A materWa. 

11 

(1) Hone of the material• referred to in Appendix 

B (''th• Appendix B material•") shall be placed on publlc 

display. 

(2) Ace••• to the Appendix B material• ah4ll be 

permitted only to: 

(a) My person authorized to act for a com­

mittee of the Congreae, for a Pre1idential c011Ditte• 

or coaaiaaion, or for any other official agency of 
-- --

the United Stat•• Goverment, having _,,ropriate) - (_ 

authority to 1Dve1tiaate matters relating to th• 



death of the late Pnaidaae, for papew withia 

the 11w .. tiptive jurf.Mlcatiaa of eueb o a t ttee, 

(1,) A,q neopia .. apart ia the field of 

patholoa, or nlae .. anu •f ac:iw• er teabDolOIY, 

fft Mrioua purpNM nJ..alDC to CM bw•tipt:iaa 

of aacten nla&t.q to tba death of the lat• heal• 

dmt. ,.., t:ba puspoaee of tbl1 aar•••nt the ten 
(11 

lf "reoc-p!•lllld expert" aball ... wlualvely • ,, 
1 ,I 

c?'v • 11141v:l--1 Mrllla IIUltable .,.a1lfluc:lw ~••-« • / 
L\c .. ~'.,F ..,. daoiaioD of the CIIMitMe utaliabed ~ te {r I • 

t (ti'. . ~ ) 
tJ;>- ,aqraph lV(J). lie ace••• to tba jppelldtx I _ J' () / 

aaun.ala punuant to tbia ,-apaph 11(2)(\,--1,l (j f) f 
be aucbodaed uacil ..,. :,ear• afcar the elate of ~y 

(l dda ep••mt. 'lhnuft~ • auob aocua eball be 
.. 

aatboriaed for_,, pu,:peN 111,olvilla tiOD 

or pultlioatloll of • 11 I the jppmdi• I ....Wa, 

and the •• 1ttN aball b&Y• full authority to daay 

requeata for aoc•••• or t• tapoe• ocmditiAlu it•••­

appnpriaae on ••••, 1A order to pr.•t 8UCb ua• 

•4-
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III 

(1) In order to pr•••rv• the Appendix A material• 

cMI th• Appendix B materials againat po•aibl• dauge, the 

Adminiatrator ia authorized to photograph or otherwise 

reproduce any of such material• for purpoaea of mumd• 

nation 1n lieu of the origin.ala by persona authorized 

to have access pursuant to paragraph 1(2) or paragraph 

11(2). 

(2) The Administrator may condition ace••• under 

paragraph 1(2) (b) or parqraph 11(2) (b) to my of the 

material• transferred hereunder, or any reproduction 

thereof, upon agreement to comply with applicable 

rutrictiona apecified in this agreement. 

IV 

(l) Th• Administrator shall be entitled to conault 

with the K.ennedy feily repr••entativ• designated pur.-uant 

to paragraph IV(2), and to rely upon auch repreaentativ•'• 

statement• in writing aa repruenting the via,a of the 

Kennady f•ily, in connection with the conatruction or 



application of this agreement in a particular case. 

( 2) The IC.ennedy f •ily repnaantative for the 

purpo9ea of thia agreament ahall be • 

A succeeaor representative of the ICennedy f•ily may be 

designated 1n writing to the Adaainiatrator from time to 

time by Mra. Jolm r. Kennady. In the event of the death 

or diaability of Mr■. John F. Kennedy, any 9\.lCceeaor ahall 

be de1ignated by Robert r. l:ennedy. In the event of the 

death or disability of both Mra. John F. Kennady and 

Robert F. Kannady• my auch deaianation shall be made 

by Edward M. l'.ennedy. In the avant of the death or 

diaability of all three of them, any such deaignation 

shall be made l,y the eldest living adult child of the 

late Preaident John F. Kennady or of any of hi• brothers 

and 1iatera, with th• advice of other member• of the 

family. Any repraaentative cleaignated hereunder will 

1arve until a aucceaaor i1 daeigl'Ulted. 

(3) The coaaitt•• referred to in paragraph 11 shall 

be compoaed of the K.rmnady family repraaentative daaig­

natad pur8Wmt to paragraph IV(2) • an individual desig• 

natad from time to time by the Administrator and an 
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individual designated from time to time by the Attorney 

Genaral of the United States. 

V 

Thi■ agreement may be amended, modified, or termi• 

nated only by written consent of the Adminiatrator and 

the Kennady family repruentative designated purauant te 

paragraph IV(2). 

VI 

The Adad.nietrator ■hall impose auch other reatrict1ons 

on acce•• to and inapecticm of the material• transferred 

hereunder, and talk• •uch further action• u he deama 

neceaaary and appropriate (including referral to the 

Department of Juatice for appropriate legal action) , to 

fulfill the objective• of thie agrewnt and hie atabltory 

reaponaibility under the Federal Property and Adminiatrative 

Service• Act of 1949, ae amended, to provide for the 

pr .. arvation, arrang.-nt and uee of -teriala tranaferred 

to hi• cuetody for archival administration. 

VII 

All dut1••• obligationa and diacretiona herein con• 

£erred upon the .Administrator ahall inure to .. ch holder 

• 7 -



of the office of Administrator of General Services from 

time to time, and to any official of th• United Stat•• 

Gov•rw11t who may become successor to tha functiona •f 

archival admini•tration vested in the Administrator under 

the Federal Property and Administrative Services Act of 

1949, as amended. All auch duti••• obligationa and die• 

cretiona .. y be delegated to the Archivist of tha United 

Stat••• or to any succeasor to hia functiona of archival 

administration. 

Pl•••• indicate your acceptance on behalf of tha 

United Stat•• of America lay executing tha acceptance 

clauaa below. 

Accepted, 

United Stat•• of '8erica 

Sincerely, 

lxacutora of the &atat• of 
Jolm r. l.ennedy 

by La,aon B. Knott, Jr. 
AdminiatTator of General Services 
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APPENDIX A 

Clothing wom by the late President at the time of hie 

aaaaaaination, identified by the following exhibit numbera: 

Commisaion Exhibit Noa. 393, 394, 395. 

FBI Noa. C 26, 27, 28, 3>, 33, 34, 35, 36. 

APPIRDIX B 

___ autopey photograph• and ___ .X•raya. 
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Bt.'V. -

• 

.. \ 

' , . . ... , 
,I 

• ... ! . . . 

.. 
f. •• 

. . 
&other: CoozmndeJ', new Capt.ain Humes, 
have you had a l.oolt a.t the pictures. 
and X-rays tran the autopsy since the 
time that you submitted tr.em to the 
Warren COim>isoion? 

H~s: Yes, Mr. Rather, ve have. 

Rather: And do you have an::,· difterent 
. c cl.uoi011111 any ditterent idea, en:y 
different. thoughts nov ~er seeing 
tbem egain than you_~ at that timeT 

•. 

Bun,e9: No, ve think the)' bear out' very . 
""-ell, aD'1 very 40.ely to our te8timooy 
before the Varren·Coami\is1on. 

Jv.tber: r.cw many vowxts in the Preli• 
dent's body? 

, I 

•Rum!!a: There -were tvo wound• ot en• 
trane.? and tvo of exit. 

!!_ther: An:l the~ vcunde of ent17 
vere vhei-e? • ' , - . 

~e: Poeteriorl.y, 011e lov 1n the right 
pouter1or scalp, and one in the bue ot 
tbe neck, on the right. 

• . 
Rather: Let' o talk about those t-wo 
wowids';" Capto.in. Both o-t these are 
blowups t'rocu the Warren Coaimiu1on II!· 
port, these sets ot dra'Wings. And there 
a.re people vbo think they Sett diocrepe.n­
cies in tbeoe tvo draVillgs trom the 
Warren Co11C1se1on Report., 1n that tbia 
draViDg sl-#tll the, what you called an 
entry '-"OUJld 1n tbl base o-r the nee~ ot ; 
the President, sb::nlo·1t to be, or seemet 
to ahov it to be 1n the upper back, near 
the shou1dcr blades, CODG1derob~ ~ 
low the base ot the neck; vhercas th1s 
draving does shov tbe entry WQUlld to be 
at the base ot the neck. lCN could )'Oil 

tuk about theae and reconcile that? 

IJI.JlP.•: Yes air. Thia tirpt draviJlg 1s 
a sketch 1n vhich the ou.tllnee o't the' 
ttgurc ~ nlNedy ·prepared. There are 

' <:Ml II eets or pap.!r already. 1n the room 
l • •~ • lt, 1 

, 
' ' 

" 
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Rather/Humes Transcript. contd 

Rume!J, co~ . 
in which the e....._amillntion is conducted, 
mxl are 1·outine ly. used to mark in gene ml 
where certain marks or scars or vound.s • .. 

1 rm.y be in cond.ucting a post mortem exarn1 n- •­
atiooo They '8.l'e never meant to be eccur-: 
ate °"r precisely to scale o 

~ P.ather: Th:l~s io a. routi~ o:t."t.en in pre• ' 
l)al'ing,autopsy reports, to use these kinds 
,of dravings? And ~t.th1s stage for tbem 
not to ~ pi-ecisa? 

' ' 
Humes: No., no precice measurements are 

, made o Tooy' re used as Gll "aide de memoire" 
I to tbe pathologist. es he later writes his 

· l report o More iiaportalltly we • feel that tbe 
•. Jl"Jeat1urmnents that are noted here at the 
·~1ns of the _dra.viJlg a.re the preeise 
:mea~te which we took. One ataws 
that ~--e ••• "~ draw two lines, Pointe of 
:reference fran bOflY points ot' reference. 
w~ note that the .vound vus 14 eent~tere 

OJ 

frooi the tip ot the right_ crom1011, and 14 
centinete1·0 below the tip• of the right 
.mastoid., Tb,-, eromion ia the extreme cuter-
. mol!lt portion o~ tha ahoulder,. tp.e tip of 
the mntoid 1s the bony promineiwe ,1wrt. 

• oohind. 'the ea:-. And where theae two lines 
1nterllect vas 1n actuality w~re thi• vound 

, was situated.. And if we we?\'-2 trying to be 
. up to oeale, which ve vreren't try1Dg to do,' 

,1 : , :. e.a thin mark was made, this, I think, would 
appear a little bit highero 

R4ther: • As I und~rstand, this, , is tb&tr U' 
you take these notes a.ud you say ~bese 
notes s:r,e conect,. you ;take these ,tigaj\ls 
and draw the lines outlined there, and • 
this way 6 ~d. thi11·, 'trying to be precise, 
then it would be i::.t the base.of the. neck 
rather than dOlill here., ) 

. I ' • ~ 

'Eumes: Yes sir,; ~ c~ there's other 
. i-ea2ons. that prove that this: in er:rw.cous; 
1, dtUQted, lowel' thsn it ehould ~, because· 

vb.ere here, originslly ce~p tb1s 
m.i.os:Ue would.have to have -penetrated tbe 

, clxr..a.der blede ot_the Prooidcnt, vh!ch i~ 
: ... ,, .. did noto The m:i.8:.11.e wa ;~~ tM •bou;l~ 
• . , • • der bade, end s~'l..lt!k no bony structures 

what.ever .. -:- • • f 
i \ . ~j, • 
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Re.ther: You examined this ilhole area o£ the· 
b&!k? 

~: Yee sir. 

Rath.sr: Were the1-e an:, other -wounds ezcept. 
the c:1c at ths base of tl::e neck, and the 
one 1n the skull? 

Hu:roes: No sir, there vere not. 
Nowthe second ch-aw!ng vh!.ch you monticeed, . 
ns pre~red e.s ve ·uere prepe,rtng to test1t,Y t 
befors the Warren COi1JmissioD,,. to ••• rather • 
sche~~tically (Ind as a~ciurately ns w possibl.7 
cou.ld depic~ Uta story tor the meabel:'$ of , tbe 
l:uren Cammissiono 
~d,-":,. ~·· I . 

&l~~r: In thi.s dl"at'1ng YClU we~ trybig 
to be precise 'l 

I 
Bume.B ~ Yes, sir, ve "W"en. We ·were trying to be 

• precise and re1'er ~ack to our roeasureoon:ta 
that. we JMde and noted 1Ji the margins or the ~ 
other dn.wiDg. Abo, or course, since this , 
tin>e ve ha'Vt! bad an opportwiity to revie" 
the photographs vhic}l we made at that t1ma. 

1 
, . , .. And theBe photographs ehav •very clearly that 

-' • • , , ~ the wound vae exactly where ve stated it to be 
,in our testiwmy before :t~ Van-en Commission, 

· an4 a, it is shown 1a thfs d.l,r,n::,g. 

&th.er: Your re~xa:m1D&t1on ot the ph~ph• 
,verify that the vound.a \fere ao sho".tn here 7 

• liumea :Yes dr, they do • . ~-....-. ' '' 

1 '':hther: A:tcmt the bead vound. There is only OD' ........ -........... ' 

• 1-

ii~, • 

' • t',at.oor: And that ,,as where? .• -- .. 

• Hum-es: ~t uae posterior~ abo1.1t 2 and a balf' 
~1meters ~o the nab, of tbe mi~p 
pi,s:urio.rly o • I , ~ 

' I 

<Rather: And the e:ut. ·,:~nd'l. 
1--

'I 
I 

1 
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2atber/Ilumt!3 Trel:I.Scr1pt • coptd 

~iJ 8 cont.4,:. . 
vound. to the front right side • of the • 
President II c bead o • • • 

).-

!t&ther: ··now ean you be absolutely cer• 
tainthat the wound. YOl1 desaribed s.a . 
the entry wound: "loc-S.S 1n tact that 7 

~_!! Yee indeed., ~ can.. Ver:, ~ 
cisely end inccmtrovertibly. The misoile 
traveroed the skill and then. tra,rcreed 

• the boJ1y skull, 8.IXl. as, it l'.G,Ssed thr<:IQgh 
- the skull ,it produced. a charactei'i&tie 

ccming or 'bevel:!Dg effect on the i!JM!" 
. aspect of the skull., which 1s ooientU1c 

evtd.e.nee ths.t the wound was ?lll\de from 
- behind ·am passed forward thl"ough the 
' ~Gident' o &kullo • 

!at~~=- 'l'his is ,wry important. You eo.y 
~1; theni's scientit1c e'ri.d'!nce •. Is 1t 
cCll-\?luo1ve ~ie:otif'ic evidence? 

!r..mes: Yes &ir~ it 1a. -· ........ • . 
,• I • • 

• , .. Rather: -T'BSt the head vound definitely•;· • 
ibe-entry ~-•1• on th9 rear of the • 
··head s.nd the exit VOtm 1n rr<mt or the 

' bead. • • 
I.re you abeolutely C1erta1n1 not ~ cer­
tain at the tiT!le that ycu submitt~ the 

--, 

) 

1 
1 
~ 
J • 
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j 
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1 
::j .,, 

__ 11 

. repoi"t to tre Wan-an Cormiiet1o:n, but e~ 1 _ 

' ,going bsek and having another 100k at the· - • _j 
. , : , ; p:,.eiu...~ atx'! the x-ncys-are yoii a.b90lutel:y 

c_,,ertain -that t.!let ,round \.i-aB at the b.<We 
«t th!! melt, and no-t dOHn. on the baak.7 , 
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·; 

!, 
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Ratber/Rurllt:a 'l'nmacript contd 
....;..., 

Humes: Yea etr, I am. 'l'bere 1a 
other oupporting evidence. . We also 
went bsck owr the X-reya which were 

, prepared at that time. That VOUDd 

ll 

was situated•• it 1a 1n tbat acbezrat1c 
·dmv1.ns, it •~ vil"tually, certa~, 
have to pus .tlu'oggh tbe bone ot tbe 
President's sc:apslla. Am cause a 
tl'act~ or an inJur.Y to tbat bcme, 
which S.t 414 not. Azld the X-l'IIYB eborl 
tha1. it 414 not. ~ 1•,· the miaaile 
that struck the President ill the be.N 
ot the neqk cl14 DO\ strik8 an,~: 

' at~•. 
l 

BatMr: Ot coune,' mch ot th1a S.• 
. \iisiii.i"•teeimtee.1. Bolf~ autop91el 
voul4 ~u eetimate tlllt JOU ~ 
bsve clonet • 

\ 
I I 

Bmnes: • I ~ e.umt.te al'J1Z'CIIIWl&tel¥ 
one tbowsand. 

lktber: Is there a:q 4oabt that tblt • 
YOUD4 at the back ot the Pl'e■1dent1 a 
bezd WI the enti,, VOIDlT· 

l!lm!•: 'l'he1"8 Sa abao.1ute~- no cloub\. 

Rather: J)o JQl kDCllr wb., ,au Wft c'bollen 
t~ do the ~ 

• 1·;Jlmss: VeU. at tJle UM fd' the tngS.o 1 

·1 '·· ;rn, I WU the ND1ol' ~ff u-
8Sgmd to tbs Bllq Hedical eater, ae I 
at111 em, and 'tor tb1e l'M80ll l vaa 
chcaen. ' 

Hatb!r: AM yw.r t'Lro .eoUeques on 'tb1a 1t 

Docto:-.1 BosveU aD:l ~ .. 111u haw 41d ~ 
happen to be 1nvol:reJ.t . 

Bnm3•: . Dr. Bo&ftll vu at that ttma . ir,:, .. 
ftr.t a1&1atant 1n tbi> laboratories ~ 
tbc Bs.wl. Meil.eat "'- -.:i.ool at Detbe8d&, • 
ud qui~ lOgically aa assistant, am 
the mat •~te aosi&tut·. Whall 
Dro l)osvell £iml. I t1fft. aem:1ne4 tlle :,i 

fres1d.ent aDl.., tho mtun ot Jtia 
1 vaucde ve tel.t t• 1ICift e4TS•hle to baft 
~--"1th d srm, IIJll'C1•31;y traSm4 ~ • 

• the n.14 of towSO patll>log, Je&Sl. • 
•l ,t f' 

,t \ -~ 

" 

• : I 

1111:ltO 
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Batber/l?umeo Trr.nccr1pt contd 

Humes, co:1:~--: • 
ioodicine o And. Colo Peter 1l'1nl: at 
tbat time wae head of the· wound bal.; 
llstics section of tb,e Artn::d }l'orces 
Inatituta of ?athol.ogy-,. which 10 the 
main military patoology laboratory 
at the Wolter teed Art:rry Medical Cen• 

:L. 

·tero • So having o.~rta.1ned, ao I t:.ay, 
the nature ot tbs WOWJdo,. ve te1t·~co1. -
Fi.Dk ~s the moot logical and best 
qualifie4 riex'Sen imnediate~ nvailAble . 
to U6o ' 
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FILM HUMES nrr. 
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Rather: lbere are some who say, some critics 
who say that they. are at least confused 
about the autopsy report quoted in the • 
Warren Commission Report, saying that . 
this was not the original autopsy report. , 
Is the autopsy as stated in the Warren 
Commission Report the original autopsy? 

HU!!les: Yes sir, it ia a verbatim copy, • 
or transcript of the report which we 

. completed during Saturday.and - the 23rd 
and Sunday the 24th of November on 1963,. 
and .delivered to the,: White House on the 
evening of the Sunday~ _November 24th. 

R~ther: You see the crux of the question· 
you didn't . .. and I'm asking you directly • . 
you didn't arrange, restate the autopsy 
report t'o meet the conclusion of the. warren v 

Commission? 

Humes~ Sir, the report as I stated.la 
·exactly the way it was delivered and the 
way it was written . 

': .:··.' 

\ 

. . 
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BALTIMORE SUN 

LEGAL WIRETAPS 
URGED FOR FBI 

Justice Department Dislikes 
Crime Panel's Proposal 

n,· AnAM t't1'111WI 
tlVashlngton Bureau of Tit• Sun) 

Washington, Nov. 23-The Pres­
ident's Crime Commission has 
ordered its staff, despite its pro­
tests, to prepare a recommenda­
tion for wiretapping and bugging 
, authority for Federal agents, with 
court approval. 

The commission's tentative de­
·cision to back wiretapping legis­
lation, at least for FBI agents, 

!was opposed by both Ramsay 
, Clark, Acting Attorney General, 
and James Vorenberg, the com­
mission's executive director. 

Emotional Issues Arise 
Though all any participant In 

the meeting would say directly 
was that the decision was only 
tentative, this story emerged from 
well-informed sources: 

Al a meeting ahout ten days ago 
the commission, which is sched­
uled to report to President John-
I C11ntlnued, Pa~e A 9, Column !) I 

11-24-66 

Crime Coni,nissiQ~ Suggests 
FBI Have Wiretap Powers 

BJ ADAM CLYMER 

(Continued from Page A 1) 

'\ 

son in January, rejected al least attorney general and chairman 
. part of Clark's suggestion that it of the commission (formally 
stay 9ut of such highly emotional titled the President's Commission 
areas as wiretapping, civUlan re- on Law Enforcement and. the Ad­
view boards and conrncts ,between ministration of Justice>, presided 
a free press and fair trial; at the meeting and reportedly 

Clark, who also told the com- inclined toward Vorenberg's view. 
mission later his reading of F.BI But only two commissioners voled 
transcripts or overheard conver-against the tentative recommenda­
sations had left him unimpressed tioli. 
with their usefulness, argued the Katzenbach told a Senate sub­
commission would weaken support committee March 22 that It would 
for its main recommendations- be better to pass legislation ban­
expected to be for greater funds ning all wiretapping and electronic 
and attention to .the overall crime eavesdropping except In national 
and corrections problerris-ir It sceurity cases than lo leave the 
entered such controversial areas. law in its present unsettled con-

Wlretapplag Not Studied dition. 
Volet\berg agreed, on the queg. He said he would prefer legisla-

• lion of tactics. and also 11ald the lion authoriziJtM slate and Federal 
ri1mn,i111i0ft lltaff had ncil exam• wlr1t1pplnf, Wlih co11rt 01·ilen. 
lned wiretapping and bugging In lo deal with speclftc crimes. But 
depth and thus could not present such a law, he conceded, seemed 
an informed recommendation. impossible· of enactment, and a 

At another point in the discus-complete ban except In security 
~on, Cartha D. DeLoach, assistant cases would • be better than no 
to the FBI director, J. Edgar new law. 
Hoover, argued the FBI had ob- Besides the congressional prob­
tJlined significant intelligence on lems, Iegisl!l_tion on wiretapping 
organized crime and political cor- would carry .aerious constitutional 
ruption through electronic eaves- difficulties. • : 
dropping. Not Forblddt'n· A~ Such 

The disagreement betwren De- While the Supreme Courfs 
Loach and Clark, while ·not in form past decisions on wiretapping do 
a direct confrontation., presented not b~r it as such. it is excluded 
an interesting conflict bec11use as evidence. Morc.>over, the cur­
Clark is still considered the rent trend or court decisions 
frontrunner to become attorney indicates to most observers that 
general and DeLoach has been the couit takes a very dim view 
1.hought a possihle successor to of wlrela~ping and electronic 
Hoover. DeLoach has been cus- eavesdroppmg generally,. and 
todian of the FBI's criminal would not hesitate to restrict their 
records. use if presented with a suitable 

FBI, Department At Odd~ case. 
FBI ollicials. moreover, have The wirc.>l11pping recommenda­

complained billerly lo reportrrs. lion c11me Crom a special group 
though rrrusing lo be quoted by on organized crime, one of three 
name, about the form of the Just- set up llhe olhrrs covered nar­
ice Derartn'lent's recent admis- colics and juvenile delinquencyl, 
sions o ·electronic eavesdropping. after the commission·s five main 

Such admissions have forced a task forces - on courts, correc­
new tax evasion trial for Fred B. lions, police, causes and extent 
Black, Jr., and have become In- or crime, and science technology 
volved in the trial of his former -were established. 
business associate, Robert G. Vorenber~ joined members of 
Baker, Jr. They portend problems the commission in declining to 
for a number of other upcoming comment on the episode. "I can't 
prosecutions. Clark and Hoover, say anything," he said. 
neither a commission member. The ~mmission's next'. meet­
were specially invited to the meet- ing, at 'which proposals will get 
Ing. Hoover sent DeLoach. final votes Is scheduled for De-

Nicholas Katzenhach. former cemher :ui,' 2!I and :io. 



NEW YORK DAILY NEWS -- 11/25/66 

---------

LET'S LEGALIZE WIRETRAPS 
An in.terel'ltrnr, dispute has blown up between the Presi­

dent's National Crime Commission and the Justice Depart­
ment, currently headed by Acting Attorney General Ram­

sev Clark. 
• J. Edgar Hoover's Federal 

Bureau of Investigation has been 
doing some bugging, with con­
cealed microphones, in the Bohb.v 
Baker case (remember?) and at 
I east one Lag Vegas gambling 
matter. 

Mr. Cla1·k no like, and re­
cently urged the crime commii-­
sion to make no public statements 
on bugging and wiretaps. 

The commission ha s j us t 
about decided, on the contrary, to 
ask Congress for a law permitting 
bugs and wiretaps against organ­

ized crime, hr fedetal agents under careful safeguards. 
President Lyndon B. Johnson took it on himself in 

June, 1965, to forbid all federal agencies either to bug or 
to wiretap except in cases involving national security. 

We believe the crime commission to be in the right in 
this case, and hope the 90th Congress, convening in Janu­
ary, will legalize such counterattacks on organized crime. 

Presentday criminals - the smarter ones - use every 
scientific device that will help them in the.ir work. 

Why handicap law-enforcement people-federal, state, 
city-any more than they are handicapped already by 
srntimental ,iudges and cockeyed court decisions? 



BALTIMORE SUN -- 11-25-66 

FBI Autopsy Report Quoted I 
Critic. chaUenging the Warren Commiuioll'• "one-bullet" 

theory report have cited the autopay aJcetch loccdillg the tDOllftda 
of President Kennedy and pointed to an FBI report dacribing 
the outopay. . 

A partial te:ct of the nmmary report bv two FBI agent,, 
Francia X. O'Neill, Jr., and Jamea W. Sibert, who obaerwd 
the autopsy, follows: 

Durlnc the latter stages of this of any siu could be located in the 
autopsy, Dr. CJamea J.J Hwnes brain area and likewise DO bullet 
located an opening which ap- could be located In the back or 
peared to be a bullet hole which any other area of the body u de­
was below the shoulder, and 2 termined by total body X-rays and 
inches to the right of the middle inspection revealing there waa no 
line of the spinal column. point of exit, the lndivlduala per-

Thia opening was probed by Dr. forming the autopsy were at a 
Hwnes with the finger, at which lou to explain why they could 
time It was determined that the find no bullets. 
trajectory of the milaile entering A call was made by Bureau 
at thla point had entered at a a,enta to the Firearma Section ·or 
downward position of 45 t.o eo the FBI Laboratory at which time I 
degrees. Further probing deter- special agent Charles L. Kllllonl 
mined that the distance traveled advised that the Laboratory had! 
by this missile was a short dis- received through Secret Service, 
lance inumuch aa the end of the Agent Ric~-~·•· .-net' 

. opening could be felt with the which had rei,D btnd 
finger. on the atretcher In tmtr,ency 

Inasmuch as no complete _b~llet (Continued, Page AR, Colnmn U. 

Exce1·pts Given Front File 
By FBI On Autopsy Data 

(Continued from Page A 1) 

room of the Parkland Memorial was instructed that this had been 
Hospital, Dallas. removed from the President's 

This stretcher harl also con- skull. Immediately this srclion o( 
tained a stethoscope and pair of lhe skull was X-rayed .il which 
rub~er gloves. Agent ,Johnson ha!I lime it was determined by Dr. 
advised the Labora~ory that 11 Humes that one corner of the 
had not been ascertamcd whether . • I . 
or not this was the stretcher s~ct1on revealed _mmut~ meta pa~• 
which had been used to transport ltcles and a_n mspccl1on_ o! this 
the body of President Kennedy. same area ~1sclosed _a c~1ppmg of 
Agent Killion further described the top portion of tlus piece, boU1 
this bullet as pertaining to a 6.5 of which indicated that this had 
mm riHe which would be approxi-been the point of exit of the 
mately a .25-caliber rifle and that bullet entering the skull region. 
this bullet consisted of a copper On the basis of the latter two 
alloy full jacket. deveJopmenls, Dr. Humes stated 

Immediately following receipt of that the patterq was clear that 
this information this was made the one bullet had entered the 
available to Dr. Humes who ad- President's back and had worked 
vised that in his opinion this ac- its way out of the body during 
counted for no bullet being lo-external cardiac massage and ' 
cated which had entered U1e back that a second high velQCily bullet 
region and that since external had entered the rear of the skull 
heart massage had been _per-and had fragmented prior to exit 
formed at Parkland Hospital, it through the top of the skull. 
was entirely possible that through He further pointed out that X­
such movement the bullet had rays had disclosed numerous frac­
worked its way out of the point lures In the cranial area which 
of entry and had fallen on the he attributed to the force gen. 
stretcher. erated by the Impact of the bullet 

Also. during the latter stages of in ils passage through the brain 
the autopsy, a piece of the skull area. He attributed the death of 
measuring 10 by 6.5 centimeters the President to a gunshot wound 
was brought to Dr. Humes who in the head. 



Bethesda Pathologist Who Examined Kennedi Backs Rele'ase Of X-Ray D~ia, 
•1 RICHARD R. LEVINS condition of the President as ·wen cause of the capacity of metal to the neck and exited anteriorly," the precise exit wound as defined an area just below the shoulder ference points used in n .'.i caiea. 

<Continud from Page A U as the wounds, was noted in de- block the rays. Dr. Boswell said. by the ~allas physicians. line that. to_ a physician, is still He placed the wound at the in-
servers present at the autopsy tail with microscopic slides and He said there was no bullet in He said that a telephone call _He said th~t. Dr. Humes told the neck region.. . te~ection of· 14 inch arcs de­
inaccurately referred·to a "back" tissue specimens collected for fur- the body, although "minute par- made to the hospital in Dallas by hu~. after am~mg ho~e. that h! M?re_ disturbl!1gly, ~t recoun1:9 s~ from these referenca 
I wound rather than a neck wound ther examination. • • ticles" could be discerned in the Dr. Humes the following morning dec1_ded to writ~ the . protocol, the mc1dent durmg_ which the .ent points. 
and should be discounted. Among the slides, he said. were head. - merely eonfirmed what was al- or final report, 1~ediately af~r wound was undJSCovered af!<! He said yesterday that he 

C 'ti of the W Co • those of tissue at.the neck wound Dr. Boswell said be is "abso- read a certai t t th tho! the autop_sy, and did so early m lea~es, ta:hanged, a statement m thought he had used a vertebra as 
. r1 cs_ arren ~ which indicated. by the presence lutely" conviDced that all of these . y - n y o e pa o- the morrung from notes taken at which Dt. Humes concluded the a third reference point, but that 

s1on claim that ~e • commission of foreign substances such as fiber particlea came from the- bullet gists -: that ther~ wa~ a bullet the autopsy and from his recol- bullet had _worked itself cut of lhe this did not appear in the autopsy 
depended on what JS known as the particles that the wound was one that struck the Pres·dent' bead wound m the Presidents neck at Jections. . same hole it had entered. report or in the sketch 
"single bull~ theory" to support of entr~e. . Bulle& JJI 8~ s • ~e point of the tracheotomy inci- Later that day, November 23, Stay Left {!ncbangecl The sketch itseU w~uld normal-
the conclUS1on that Lee Harvey There was no mention in the Aro this . SlOn. Dr. Humes and Dr. Boswell went . Dr. Bosw~l said th~t, at the ly have been thrown away be 
Oswald was the sole assassin. autopsy reports of these slides of th ~d rt 1:9•~~ding to Dr. Boswell said it was impossi- over the rough draft and com- time, he paid no attention to tbe said, in any case but this one.• 
i The critics claim that Oswald the wound, and Dr. Boswell could u:ormec::i Hur:es·tha~: hie to determine during autopsy if pleted the protocol in its final ~rese~ce • the I FBI are3ts t~ut "We didn't anticipate this would 
: was the sole assassin , only if not explain why._ • • . bad been • recovered • from a the throat wound was one of entry form. . . . . th:t e~U:n d~~ Y no~on:;~~sta:J ha'9e become as important as it 
1Gov. John Connally of Texas, Dr. Boswell S8ld that the Prest· stretcher m· the Dallas hospi·ta1 or exit because of the incision. Before thJS, an mc1dent took hyt I t k I lse 1 ft did," be said. -
, . . . . d Dt' bod b' ted to • I th t h ted h w a a er too pace, oc__e e . 
'riding m .front of the President, e 5 Y was 511 Jee . . a Dr. Boswell said that the autop- Determination Unnecessary P ace a as crea • muc before the lung contusions • were Holes la Shirt 
·was wounded by the same bullet thorough external exammation. sy was resumed after the exami- This determin ti controversy.·Dr. Humes destroyed di red. H ailed it " t h sheet" 

, All marks and scars, were noted. . ' a on was unne-''certain preliminary draft notes" scove . . e c a scra c . 
that went through Mr. Kennedy s including old surgical scars and ~tiClll of~ x-raya, the pat.bQlo~-cessary. he said. since the .wound by burning them in bis fire place. Dr. Boswell said that he fll'St that would hav~ been replaced, m 
neck. . . • . surgical cuts made that day by :!m-:iUU:: =~ nn:?e:ie:: in the back of the neck was deter- Originals Preserved saw the pllotographs taken at the other cases,_ WI~ a photograph to 

The cntics and the commission Dallas doctors trying to save his ' . . • mined by observation and micros- . . . . autopsy when t_hey were . tlll'Ded supply tbe pictorial elemenL 
agree that Oswald could not have lif . from the ~me hole it entered. . • . . f Di. Boswell said that all ong1- over to the National Archives on Dr. Boswell also offered an ex-

. e. . Be. said that the autopsy _copJC exammation one O entry, nal notes were preserved. as far November I 1 · the ·a1 
shot _both m~n with ~parate b~- The pathologists had already proceeded routinely. According to and because the path of the bullet as he knows, and were turned He said th.at the show clearly p ~nation. of ano r controversi 
, lets m the time available to him been t?I~ ~f the probable extent the autopsy re rt, and confirmed was determined by the bntise over to National Archives.. He exact! wltere tJi! bullet entry pomL . . 
I as determined from movie film of of the lDJUnes. ~d w~at bad been by Dr. Boneb. the internal ex- marks in the lung area. said the things that were burned was. ibe pictures are absolutely The s~ and Jacket wom by 
'the . shooting. . . done by pbystc18DS m Dallas. amination revealed a bruise in Analysts. w~rking for th_e War- were copies ~f the protocol -as identifiable by inventory n•1m-the President on . November 22. 
• Eithe~ a back wound which did Wound ~ot Evident the apex, or uppermost tip, of the ren Com~JSSIOn report cl_alll_l that they were revised. hers, by the recollection of the 1963• ~veter 1: ml the:;~ t!: 
. not exit from the President's The wound 1D the throat was right Jung. the precJSe bullet path md1cated On November 24. the final pro- pathologists, and by the inclusion ~PPl'.°xtma Y . e P ace ica • 
1body, or a front neck wound, not immediately evid':'lt at the There was also .a bruise of the in_ a medi~al drawing~xhibit 385 tocol was typed up, signed by all in several pictures, of th.e face of 10 hJS autopsy dia~am_. 
I could mean that other shots had autopsy, Dr. Boswell said, because parietal pleura. the membrane -•s essential to the theory that the three pathologists and banded the Presidmt. ~r. Boswell said thJS was only 
J been .fired al the Governor by of the.tracbotomy performed in that Jines the Jung cage. neck bullet was the one that over to Adm. George G. Burkley, On the alllopsy sketch drawn by com \ le~tal. . 
1other ~. Dallas. . . - Dr. Boswell said he and his col- struck Governor CoQnally. President Kennedy's physician. Dr. Boswel are computations to He_ said that ~ ~esident. a~­
: Dr. BdlnJell's views, therefore, He said the w~ m the back leagues. decided that the bullet This drawing shows a profile Sometime later, an additional locate the neck wound by mea- cordmg· ~ moV1e ~Jms, had his 
support·tlie "single bullet theory." of the ~k was noticed when the had not made a superficial wound of the head and right shoulder of report containing microscopic ex- surement. arm raised, wavmg at -~e 

However, he would not apeculate body ".Vas turned over. It was a after all, but bad passed above the President with the bullet path amination data-but not the speci- Dr. Boswell used. as places of crowds, ·when he was ~. Th~ 
outside the area of the autopsy new d~ery. the area of the bruise. indicated by thick dotted line. mens of tbe wound-was also sub- reference, the right acronmion movement '!ould ha':9 raised his 
except to say that Gov~or Con- ~c~rding _to the Warren Co~- He said that neither the parietal Dr. Boswell said it was a scale mitted. process-the highest point on the coat and ~ resulting !II bullet 
nally was probably wounded in ~on. testimony, Dallas phys1- pleura nor the lung cage were dis- drawing based on a photograph The FBI account of the autopsy shoulder heme that can be felt holes . lo~ m the clothing than 
the body by the neck btlleL ciaos . ~ not make a ~orougb rupted, Indicating that the lung taken of the President, when he is dated November 26, four days near the j<at of the shoulder and were 1Ddtcated by the wound. 

Lodged III Left Leg exammatioD of the President at cage had not been pierced, was alive. He said the bullet path after the examination. collar bone - and the mastoid The-clothing had been removed 
The bullet that bit the Governor first because of the evi~ent seri- "We concluded that night ,that was drawn using data about the It refers to a back wound. but prominence-the base of the bone from the President's body in Dal-

! in the back shattered a rib ripped ousnesa. of the ~ve h«;ad the bullet had, in fact, entered in entry hole and the lung bruises this. according to 1>r. Boswell, just behind a. ear. . las, he said; before it was flown 
: through a lung, alted✓"from his wow_id and the· ne,eealty of un- the back of the neck, traversed obtained during the autopsy and can be a laymen's observation of He said tll!Se were standard re- to Betheada for the autopsy. 
! chest shattered his right wrist mediate emergency procedures. - ~ 
I and finally lodged in his left leg They believed the throat wouncJ 

I

. above the ia... was an entrance wound and aner • 
1 Dr. Bolweb said ~ bullet that :~ U:.:!:s~no::erto ~ ~ 
struck the President m the neck ident·died 
:•wouldn't have lost very 1;11uch Dr. Boswell • said · that the 
m terms of mass or velocity' and tracheotomy incision wu •. exam­
could have passed through the • ed and _ _.a •• • tr 
Governor's body since he was in m -~ive a1DDa ·••. 

-"- to get hit b • ·i; • noted on one side. ·•J 
a • .,._._. 1 1 . When the wound in the bact. of 

He would 110t, specwate·"oa the. neck was discovered .,,i 
whether the ~ cou1d ~ ha~e probed, by finger and by metal 
shattered the Governor s wrist surgical probe no bullet could 
and have lodged in his I~. be located. ' 
f Nor· would be comment on the He said that the probing wai to 
. ?ull_!l ,!ound. ~- Parkland Hospital II dP.f1th ,., ,,1,.,.,+ A ~- ~ ~~-•• 
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--•• . . - -- - :-v•w- cupam, wwcaung tnat tne lung taken ot the President, when he is dated November 26, four days near the joint of the shoulder and 
Lodged II ~ Leg exarnwation of the ~1deot ~t cage bad not been pierced. was alive. He said the bullet path aft.er the examination.. collai: bone - and the mastoid T 

. Tpe bullet that._ the Go~mor first because of the ~~ent aeri- ''We concluded that night ,that was drawn using data about the It refers to a back wound, but prommence-the base of the bone from 
JD the back shati.,6i§ * rib ripped ousness _ of the ~tve h1:3d the hullet bad, in facf, entered in entry hole and the lung bruises this. according to t>r. Boswell, just behind the ear. • 111, 
through· a Juna, M«t,..f~m his wOUJ?<l and the n~ of un- the back of the neck, trav~ obtained during the aut~y and can be a laymen's observation of He said these were standard_ re- to B 
chest, shattemf mt right wrist mediate emergency procedures. - --- • ---
and finally lodge4 1ft his left leg They believed the throat wound 
above the·~ was an entrance wound and uever 

Dr. Boaweti NM d,e bullet that did turn the body over to look for 
struck the ~ in tb eek back wounds, even after the Pres-
"wouldn't bave ~ •ery e ~uch id~nt died. 
in terms of mass IN' •elocity" and Dr. Bosw~ : ~ that the 
could have PBIIM through the tracheotomy tnClSIOD was exam-
Governor's body -. he w-., in ined and ~ive trauma -was 
a ~ tt, .get Mf bJ' it • noted on one side. 

He would ·not ....._,; ...... ori When the wound _in the back of 
whether the bull(t ~~''\ the- neck wa.s discovered and 
shattered the Gt>t~ , a~~ probed, by finger and by metal 
and have lodged iN h'!flr

1
s wns surgical probe, no bullet could 

N Id 
18 eg. be located 

or wou he ~nt on the . • - . 
bullet found in Pa,)Jand Hos 'ta! He said that the probmg was •~ 

. in Dallas which i.8 _,.id to i:~e a depth of about 4 or 5 cenh-
·, one that wounded hllth Tha meters. 

bullet is a~st ui,~11;1~~ct. 
1 

_Com~lete X-Ra!s , 
Those questions, h(> said are At this pomt. according to Dr. I 

for ballistics exi-tfA to deter- Boswell, complete x-rays of the 
mine. entire body were ordered in an ef-

The autopsy was Jlf'rfonned the fort to locat.e the bullet. 
night of Novembe, 22 1963 by Dr. Boswell recalled that either 
Commander Bo&w1r11. ' Lt. • Col. ~ or one of the other patbolo­

. Pierre Finck, a • w,~,nd-ballistics gists made a remark to the efCecl 
expert, and Jam..., .J Humes, ~at the bullet might have worked 
overall chief of 1,-ith~logy and its way back Ollt of the entrance 

- Commander BoswtJt ~ superior. w~und_. . 
Dr. Boswell sa1r! lhe autopsy 'This,. was ~ very_ transient 

was routine in evel'y respect, and thought, he said, addm~ that _he 
that it included "vl>f'Y activity had never seen a case m which 
which would accon,1,1any a med· this had happened and therefore 
ical-legal.autopsy. did not give this possibility much 

He pointed out th11t, atfthe time we}ght. 
Oswald was still aliv ... and it wa~ ~at was more pi:~able, be 
believed that the autJipRy informa· said, , was _the passibility of the 
lion would lat~r be Hilled upon in bullet s being m some re~otc 
court proceedings. area of the body. -

Dr. Boswell expl11h,ed that a He said that medical litera_ture 
- specific procedure 18 followed in reco~nts many examples of wildly•------­

autopsies which is d~lgned to ~atic paths taken by bullets that 
cover every aspet:I tJf 8 death ~cachet through the ~.Y, g!anc­
that might be the 1i1t1Jject of in· mg from bones and slipping along 
quiry at a later dalu muscle planes. 

He said the ge111•tRI physical As an examele .. he mentioned al 
__:.....c...--1 case he examined where a bullet 

that entered the victim's chest
1 

• was located in a lower leg. 

1 
The doctor said that retrieval of 

bullets, as well as the determina­
tion of their paths, is extremely 
important in all forensic autopsies 

-because of the legal necessity of 
linking wounds, bullets, weapons 
and assailants. • 

Dr. Boswell said the x-rays 
were immediately examined by 
all three pathologists as well as 
by the ra-aiologist who took them. 

He said the presence of bullets 
in an x-ray is unmistakable be-



IBethesda Pathologist· 
. • ~ . . . 

Advoccites Release Of 
Kennedy Autopsy Data 

AP 
WOUND LOCATION-Dr, J. Thornton BosweU Hid yester­
day President Kennedy's neck wound should have been in• 
dicaled where the X i1, and not, as he did during the au­
topsy, where tlie dot on the back ia. Notations on the draw-

l Ing are correct and precise, be said, indicating neck wound. 

Says Pictures~ X-Ray 
Studies Bae~ Up 

Warren Report 
BJ lllCBUD B, LffDfB 

The former chief . o( pathology 
at Bethesda Naval Hospital said 
yesterday that the release of the 
autop&y photographs and X-rays of Contributed ·ro c.;oatroveray 
President Kennedy to competent, Pr. Boawell, himaelf, contrlbut. 
disinterested observers would end ed to· the controversy with a 
the controveray about the typea sketch he made during the autop. 
and locations of the late Presi- sy indicating that the President 
dent's wounds. had been shot lower ht the back 

Dr. J. Thornton -Boswell, one of than the' wound deacribed in the 
a team of three pathologists who Warren Report. 
performed the autopsy on the as- Yesterday, he said that the er­
sasslnated President, said, "I ror did not seem significant at the . 
cannot simply tell you what we time, since he assumed that the 
found and make everybody in the wound photographs would be avai• 
country believe it." )able. 

He said the photographs and X- In an interview at his home in 
rays prove conclusively that the Bethesda, Dr. Boswell, who la 
facta about the woundt 81 printed now retired from the Navy and 
in the Warren Commiaaion Report in private practice, recounted 
weri consistent with the findlnp deta_il1 of the entire autopsy. 
of the autopsy• Ilia remarb, in several m-

BoR Of 'l'beortu stances, dealt with key matten 
In an interview yesterday, Dr. that are central to the theories 

Boswell also discllSled other as- of thoae critics who believe that 
peels . of the autopsy and the more than one ·pel'IOD killed the 
wounds • that have led to a host of President. 
theories. about the shooUng, and Among the important points be 
speculation about the number of made were these: 
bullets and the number of usu- 1. All of the shots that struck 
sins. , the President came from behind 

He said there was absolutely no him. 
doubt that the controversial neck 2. The President was struck by 
and throat wound was caused by ~wo bulleta, one of which hit him 
a bullet that entered the base of m the • head and dlaintegrated, 
President Kennedy's neck, passed ~• other of which passed through 1 

• completely through the neck and hla neck. 
exited from the throat. w!mrere. was no other bullet 

Writers cJ_aiming a second u- 4. The wowid in th; back of the 
sassln was mvolved in Dallu on neck, WU without any doubt one 
November • 22, 1963, suggest the of entrance and not of exit • 
Presldentrwa, ahot in the nect by 's. A repo~ made by FB01 ob­
someone located ~ front of the (Coatlaaed, P-e A a. eo----
presldential limousine. -. •- 111 Z) 

·--- --·. 
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BUILDING ROOIIII 

QSIGNATURE 

□ APPROVAL 

D SEE ME 

D RECOMMENDATION 

QCOIIMENT 

D NECESSARY ACTION 

D NOTE AND RETURN 

OcALLn 

D PEIi CONVERSATION 

DAS REQUESTED 

□NOTE AND l'ILE 

0Youa nwo■ u-r1011 
□ ANSWER 011 ACKNOWL• 

EDGE ON OIi ■El'OIIE ____________ _ 

□ PREPARE REPLY 1'011 
THE SIGNATURE 01' 

REMARKS 

4/19 
This bears on your inquiry to me a few 
days ago. 

Also, note last sentence. 

Barefoot 

FROM: 
ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL 

Cl•II Ol•islon 

•U1LD1Ne.1100111,.aT. DAT• 



ll'r. Baro,ld Barefoot Sanders, h. 
Asaistut Attoney General 

Director, PBI 

ASSASSl-llATIOJf 0, PUS:i:DBIT 
JOD FlffB.ALD mDDY 
NOUIIBBB 22, 1963 
DALI.AB, TDA8 

April 18, 1967 

Pursuant to your req1INt oa April 17, 1967, a cheek 
of our filu dlaclosed no laforaatioa illdicatiq there wa• a 
telephone call between Clay Shaw alld Darid ft111- l'errie 
on ll<>Yember 22 or Bo'fllllbn' n, 1963, blltweea tbe cities of 
lkN&ton, Tua&, aad Saa Fraactaoo, Caliform.a. ID additton, 
oar files· coataia no in:foraation rela-tinc to a book written 
11J Clay Shaw wherein the mlin cllaracter la depicted as 
Clay Bertrand. 

Oar taquiri- 1a thi• aatter have been restricted 
to a check of oar f.11... Aa you are aware, th1• Bureau baa 
aot tnveattpted Clay Shaw. 

62-1-09060 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Memorandum 
TO =The Attorney General DATE: June 7, 1967 

FROM . Cliff Sessions . 

SUBJECT: 

, Attached: 

1. The Times-Picayune (the big morning newspaper in 
New Orleans) story on our· Shaw statement. The 
story couldn't have been better. 

2. The States-Item (afternoon) story, which carries 
the lead par~graph I tried to avoid. 

3. The latest Alexander attack which arrived while 
he was talking with you. 



New Orleans States-Item 
3 June 1967 

FBI Never 
I nveSt1g_ated 
Shaw--Clark 

Atty. Gen. Ramsey Clark says he was in error in 
stating an FBI investigation cleared Clay Shaw of 
involvement in the assassination of President John F. 
K~imedy. , 

Actually, the Justice Department said yester­
day in Wasltington, the FBI had not even investigat­
·- -- - • ed Shaw-a retired busi­

nessman under indict­
ment in New Orleans on 
a _charge of conspiring ~o 
assassinate Kennedy. 

A department spokesman ls­
sued a statment he said 
aimed at clearing up an er­
roneous statement last March 
2 by Clark at an impromptu 
news confetence. 

AT THAT TIME, Clark was 
quoted as saying Shaw had 
been cleared by the FBI of 
involvement in the slaying 
during the bureau's investi­
gation in the New Orleans 
area in November and Decem­
ber, 1963. The Justice De­
partment statement said "the 
·attorney general has since de­
termined that this was erron­
eous. Nothing arose indicat­
ing need to investigate Mr. 
Shaw." 

The department said the 
clarification was requested by 
Edward F. Wegmann, Shaw's 
lawyer. Shaw, 54, a decorated 
World War II Army maj~, 
currently Is free on $10,000 
ball. No date for his trial 
has been set. ~ 

Dist. Atty. Jim Garria,on has 
said Shaw, the late David W. 
Ferrie and Lee Harvey Oswatd· 
conspired to assassinate Keib 
nedy. : .. 

'' 
• THE JUSTICE DEPART,; 
MENT said the FBI probe did 
cover allegations by Dean A. 
An1rews Jr. which included _-a 
reference to Clav Bertran(i.:.. 
the name Garrison maintains 
Shaw also used. 

Andews, a Ntw Orleans 4t• 
tomey who once handled mi­
nor legal matters for Oswal~, 
since has been Indicted for. 
perjury. The department said, 
"Clay Bertrand was not iden­
tified as a real• person. No 
evidence was found that Clay. 
Shaw was ever called -~ 
Bertrand." • ' 

The Warren Commission, 
which invetlgated ·the assassi­
nation, said Oswald acted 
alone. The department said 
yesterday It "is convinced 
that Lee Harvey Oswald alone 
assassinated President K~· 
dy." • 

,., 
., -u- --



New Orleans Times Picayune 
) June 1967 

SHAW WAS NOT , 
PROBED BY FBI SHAW WASN T PROBED BY FBI death that they will grasp at 

straws. 

Clark Statement Wrong, 
Says Justice Dept. 

By EDGAR POE 
(Tlm11•l'ICOVUM Wo1Mnalon Buraou) 

WASHING TON - The Depart­
IT\ent of Justice announced in 
Washington Friday that the Fed­
eral Bureau of Investigtalon had 
never investigated Clay L. Shaw 
in connection with the assassina-

: tion of President John F. Ken­
. nedy. 

The comment by a depart­
ment spokesman was contained 
in a statement .by him which had 
been requested by Edward F. 
Wegmann, one of Shaw's at­
torneys, in order to clarify a 
March 2 statement by U.S. At­
torney General Ramsey Clark 
durfng an impromptu press con­
ference in Washington. 

In addition, the spokesman 
said Friday that the Justice 
Department "Is convinced that 
Lee Harvey Oswald alone as­
sassinated President Ken• 
nedy." 
Shaw, the 54-year-old retired 

International Trade Mart man­
aging director, has been charged 
with participating in a con­
spiracy to kiH Kennedy. No 
date for his trial has been set. 

CLARIFICATION SOUGHT 
Wegmann ·requested the Jus­

tice Department in a letter to 
make a clarifying statement on 
the ground that the attorney 
general'.s statement involving 
Shaw was incorrect. 

The J u s t i c e Department 
spo~esman said Friday night: 

' 1The FBI investigation in 
New Orleans following the as­
sauination of President Ken­
nedy covered an allegation by 

' CONSPIRACY THEORY 
"According· to a Harris Sur­

vey published in this newspaper 
Dean A. Andrews Jr., which tlon between Mr. Shaw and Monday Morning, one in e~ry 
included a reference to 'Clay the assassination was found four Americans has been con-

• verted to the conspiracy theory 

Continued from Page 1 

lSertrand.' Clay Bertrand wqs In the thorough Investigation In the last three or four months. 
not identified as a real per• by the FBI. The Department Since nothln1 ha■ happened in 
son. of Justice Is convinced. that that time concerning the assas-
"No evidence was found that Lee Harvey Oswald alone sination except the opening of 

assassinated President Ken- Mr. Garrison's circus, the only 
Clay Shaw was ever called Clay nedy." thing the change can be attrl-
Bertrand. The Washington Post Friday buted to is that circus and the I 

"The attorney general's com-in an editorial captioned "Gar- publicity it has had. I 
ment on March 2 that Mr. Shaw rison's Conspiracy," stated; "But It Is far easier to stir 
wa-s involved in the investiga- "Jim Garrison, the rambunc- the doubts of all of us who 
tion was based on a briefing tious district attorney of New hate to think that Mr. Ken­
that morninij, The attorney gen-Orleans, has established one nedy died only because of the 
eral has since determined that thing so far in his investigation malevolence of one man than 
this was erroneous. of President Kennedy's assassi- it Is to produce evidence of a 

"Nothing arose indicating a nation. He has· proved that a sinister plot. And Mr. Garri­
need to Investigate Mr. Shaw. great many people in this coun- son has yet to produce In pub­
As the attorney general stated try are so eager to find some lie ary evidence un'.ess one 
In the Interview no connec- plot behind the President's considers as evidence 1hc 

flights of fantasy that can be 
woven from bits of facts or 
the theories that seem to 
spring In full bloom from Mr. 
Garrison's brow. 
"Mr. Garrison does have an 

answer for everything - the 
press hindered his investiga­
tion; the CIA won't tell him 
what he wants to know; expend­
ed car.tridges were not found at 
Dallas because men were desig-

1 
nated to pick them up Imme-1 

dlately; bullets were not found I 
because they were of a type 
that disintegrate on contact; 
etc. But his answers are not 
facts or, even less, evidence." 



SAVANNAH MDRNING NEWS - June 6, 1967 

Justice Departmellt Heads 
Are Dangerously Li~eral 

WASHINGTON - Ramsey 
Clark and Fred Vinson Jr., are 
a couple of ,econd-generation 
Ro05eveltians, more 11 b e r a 1 
than their fathers before them, 
and more's the pity. 

The Justice Department un­
der Ramsey Clark (Fred Vinson 
heads the criminal division) has 
discovered the First Amend­
ment which protects the peo­
ple's rights of speech, press, as­
l!Pmbly and petition. The true 
mi-;ming of the Amendment lies 
in the eye of the beholder. It 
can mean that genuine, legiti­
mate protest shall not be 
abridged. Or It can mean that 
fools and knaves shall not be 
prevented from cheering on the 
enemy, obstructing troop trains, 
burning draft cards and the 

1 American flag, flopping in the 
corridors of the Pentagon and 
otherwise engaging in hostile 
acts while the nation is doing 
combat. 

In general, the American Con­
g r e s s takes the first 
viewpoint-that the F l r st 
Amendment was intended to 
protect sincere protesters. In 
general, the Justice Department 
takes the other viewpoint-that 
the First Amendment prevents 
the nation from protecting Itself 
against dangerous lunatics and 
treacherous rascals. 

• • • 
A COUPLE of high-ranking 

Congressmen, Eddie H e b e r t 
(D., La.) and Mendel Rivers 
(D., S.C.), both of the House 
Armed Services Committee, are 
seeking ways to punish these 
internal enemies, Attorney Gen­
eral Clark and Assistant Attor­
ney General Vinson have been 
before House committl!es to say 
that it can't be done. 

The Attorney General, prior 
to his confirmation and provid-

ing very good reasons why he 
·should have been appointed or 
confirmed, visited the House 
Un-American· Activities Com­
mittee (HUAC). It was pointed 
out to him that Vietnam sym­
pathizers could be prosecuted 
under two efficient and effec­
tive laws. One ls the Trading 

By 
Holme111 

Alexander 

with the Enemy Act. The other 
is the Export-Import Qmtrol 
Act. 

"The record very clearly 
shows," an HUAC member, 
Rep. Ichord (D., Mo.) told He­
bert, "that to date there has 
not been a single prosecution or 
a single indictment obtained un­
der these laws." 

• • • 
THERE'S another law, the 

Selective Service Act (1948 ver­
sion) which makes it a crime 
"to promote the success of its 
(the U.S.A.s) enemies." But 
when Vinson appeared before 
the House Armed Services Com­
mittee, which was considering 
amendments, he did everything 
except play-crazy to get out of 
promising that law's enforce­
ment. 

First, he said, "I am not fa. 
miliar with the statute." Then 
he said that in enforcement of 
the law, "You definitely and 
distinctly have First Amend­
ment problems." Finally;he ad. 
miUed that none of the Vietnik 
dissenters had been prosecuted 
"because the Department felt 
that no one has violated the 
statute." 

Jf you haven't already no-

ticed, Attorney General Clark 
and Assistant Attorney General 
Vinson keep talking like defense 
attorneys. Their jobs, however, 
are those of prosecuting attor­
neys, and there's the rub. 
We've got a Justice Department 
where the men appointed and 
paid for law enforcement have 
played turncoats. They've gone 
over to the opposite side of the 
courtroom. They are dragging 
their feet, straining their wits, 
splitting hairs and acting dumb 
in order to keep violators out of 
the clutches of the law. 

• • • 
THIS THEY can do1 by qui~ 

hie and chicanery, because some 
of the language in existing stat­
utes isn't mod. The old draft 
law, for example, speaks of 
"enlistment'' of troops and the 
modern term is "procurement." 
The older laws call for action 
against violators only when the 
country is "at war," and tech­
nically today we are only in 
combat. 

Congressmen Rivers and He­
bert, among others, are trying 
to patch up the language. But 
that shouldn't be necessary if 
we had federal prosecutors who 
p r o s e c u t e d. And even the 
amended language is going to 
collide with daffy Interpreta­
tions of the First Amendment 
so long as we have the likes of 
Clark and Vinson in the Justice 
Department. 

Lincoln, who had the same 
sort of problems in civil disobe­
dience, once leafed through the 
Constitution and shook his head 
over its ambiguities. But he did 
remark that he couldn't find 
anything there which instructed 
him to destroy that sacred do­
cument whlcl( he'd taken an 
oath to defend. 



M•••"• Sauder,. Viuon aad Jloaovia Noqmber 25, 1966 

llamaey Clark 
Aettaa ttoney Oeural 

We ■l\ould carel\ally euinh\e all tu criticiam•, b,-petlle••• 
alMi •ltll••d.ou contained ba tlae wat1a1 body of litar•&ure 
coDCeJ'DUII the Pr••ldaat'• a•••••iuUoa &ad die work ol 
&he arren Co t.aloD. The f"ll"poa• 1a to iawat.ory the 
conte11Uou ■o •• can eval.aate their clin,euiou aad valWty. 

l woald like die '-•k de1cribed above to be ulldertakea ~ a 
•mall 1rCNp of law,•r• wltlwl the r:>epartm•llt Oil aa ua­
)Mlltllcbed baaie aacl •"ll••t taat cu 1roup be laeaad. ii 1'41 
la a..U.We, by Mr. Harland r. Leather■, Cht.f of the 0.aeral 
LiUaaUoa Section of tile Civil Dimlon. la ad.clltlon, l enould 
like r. Ro ovin allcl Mr. Vluon to dealpate a member of 
Id■ ,taa. pnferably ID the p lla Sectloa, to work wltb 

r. Leatller•. l wCNld appnci te meet1D1 wltb JOU aad your 
4-•lJu•• oa MoDclay, November II, at S:00 P.M. to dlacu•• 
thi• IHer "111her. 



(l}ffite of tqi ~ <fieneral 
~ulJinghm,~.Gt. 

June 13, 1968 

Note to the Attorney General: 

Louis Lecour reported that Shaw had filed a 
motion to make the A.G. a party in his suit in federal court. 
A three-judge court asked Louis to come today to s;t in at 
a pre-trial conference. Louis told them that he couldn't 
since we had not yet been served and was allowed to excuse 
himself. He also said that he could not inform the Court 
of the Government's views since he had not received instruc­
tions yet, but hoped to be able to inform the Court on this 
by the end of the day. 

Hearing on the motion is set for Monday. 

Carl Belcher is obtaining the language of the 
motion. I have informed him about my conversation with 
Louis. I believe you should talk to Louis, after checking 
with Carl and so recommend. 

SL 

0 t !( 
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Ramseys 
It is conceivable that this office may be 

called upon by the court to assist in tlhe 
disposition of this struggle with Jim arrison. 
Therefore, you may wish to be in.famed of the 
Garrison memo,and the TRO attached. 

Carl 

Your performance,if' I may be permitted to comrnenlt; 
was much more relaxed yetterdq. I pledge you II\Y 
vote for Presidentin 19.720 This year I am 
voting for Jtthel m:ie(\v'e 

off\CE-OF-~ r RECEIVED 
. - -

FROM: NAME BUIL.DINt ~ollUI 1 Ndr.U 1 tJ\U1'E ' 
\-,l>,_ 

J 

.-<t"""' . .... • ,~ .. Y ~ ........ __.-, 

I 
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UJ'T,l'ED STATES GOVERI'-i ... £NT ' • DE11 Ri:MENT OF JUSTICE 

Memorandum 
TO Edwin L. Weisl, Jr. 

Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Division 

Fred M. Vinson, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division 

DATE: 

FMV:CWB:pem 
129-ll 

SUBJECT: Assassination of President John F. Kennedy 

Supplementing my memorandtnn of May 31, 1968, I am 
forwarding a copy of the temporary restraining order issued by 
United States District Court Judge Heebe on May 28, 1968, and 
a copy of a memorandtnn dated June 4, 1968, signed Jim Garrison, 
instructing his staff not to cooperate with the United States 
District Court. 

For your information, we are informed that pursuant 
to the June 4, 1968 memorandtnn three members of the staff of 
Jim Garrison have refused to give a deposition as ordered by 
the United States District Court. This refusal will be brought 
to the attention of the United States District Court on Monday, 
June 10, 1968, and counsel for Clay Shaw may seek either civil 
or criminal contempt under 18 u.s.c. § § 401, 402. 

Attachments 

RIOEIVEI> 

JUN 10 1968 
Aaais\ant Attorney General 

c1v11 T'I' •iri.on 



Edwin L. Weial, Jr. 
Aaaiatut Atwra-, Oelleral 
Ci'til J>iviatcm 

1red K. Viu011, Jr. 
A.aaiatant Attornq Gen•nl 
Cr1m1nal DiYiaion 

A.aaua1-tion ot Prea14et John r. JC!!!'!tk 

ntVsCWBspa 
129-ll 

SQpl•entiDI .,- memorandaa ot Kar' 31e 1968, I • 
to1"WV41Jlg a con of the taporary r••t"-1niag order iaauad bJ' 
United Statea D1atr1ct Court Judge BNbe Oil Kar' a8e 1968, aa4 
a COff ot a maorandtln aated. Jun• a., 1968, aigne4 Jia OUT11aa, 
1Datl'Wl't111c bl• atatt not to cooperate with tbe United State• 
Diatrict Court. 

ror yew- illtormaticn, ve are intOl"llled. that pursuant 
to th• J\me i., 1968 aemorui4um three memben of th• •tatt of 
Jim Gvriaon ban retuaed to gin a 4e»-it1cm u ord.ered 'r 
tlM UD1t•4 States I>i•triet Court. '.l'bi• retu.lal. vU1 'b• brought 
to the attention of th• United State• D11trict Court on~. 
June 10, 1968, and. OCNUel terr CJ.a¥ Sbav ..,- •Mk either civU 
or cJ01a1nal eoatempt under 18 u.a.c. I I ltol, 402. 

Attacmeuta 



June 4, 1968 

TO: Members of the Staff Eneaged in the Investigation of the 
Assassination of President Kennedy 

RE: State of Louisiana v. Clay Shaw 

As you know, the United States District Court now has 

prevented us from going to trial as scheduled in the case against 

Cl~ Shaw. At the same time, subpoenas have been 'issued through 

the same Court authorizing Mr. Shaw's lawyers to question members 

of this sta.ft" by deposition. This unprecedented action by the 

Federal court has the effect of converting the trial of a defendant 

in a Louisiana court into an investigation of the District 

Attorney's staff by defense lawyers. 

This is to inform you that the action of the United 

States District Court in blocking the Shaw trial and converting 

it into a fishing expedition for the defense lawyers is absolutely 

illegal and is not supported either by law or custom. The action 

by this Federal court continues the obstruction and interference 

which we have received 1ri this case from the outset; beginning with 

the unprecedented announcement of the Attorney General of the 

United States that the defendant had been "_cleared," and proceeding 

through a series of Federal actions too· numerous to describe here. 

I am sure that each of you_ knows as well as I do the 

cause of this program: of obstruction by the United States Govermnent·. 

In the course of doiDg our duty in Orleans Parish, we came across 
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evidence that the investigation by the United States Government 

of the assassination of President Kennedy was neither complete 

nor honest. In time we learned that individuals connected with 

the Central Intelligence Agency were involved in the assassina­

tion of the President. We learned further that a number of high 

officials of the United States Government were, in effect, acting 

as accessories after the fact in trying to conceal the truth 

about the President's murder. It became clear that the United 

States Government was doing everything in its power to prevent 

the fact from becoming known by the citizens of the United States. 

The recent order by the United States District Court 

blocking our trial of Mr. Shaw is, in my judgment, simply an 

extension of the program of interference we have met with from 

the United States Government. It is an unauthorized and indefen­

sible invasion of the legal processes of the State of wuisiana 

by the Federal Government. The position of this office is that 

we will not accept nor acknowledge such lawless use of power, 

despite the color of law given it by the pretence that there is 

sane "question" for the Federal Judiciary to examine, nor will we 

cooperate with illegal fishing expeditions by the defense counsel 

even tho'\18h authorized by the same United States District Court • . 
We have no concern about answering arry relevant questions the 

defense lawyers may be able to think or·, but these will be answered 

in the court of the State of wuisiana where actual jurisdiction 

exists and not in a Federal court which has seized the case without 

&:Dy legal right to do so. 
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This is to instruct you that you are to refuse to 

recognize in any way this illegal and unauthorized invasion of 

the operation of our office by the Federal Government. For those 

of you who a.re served with a subpoena. to appear at deposition and 

answer questions by defense attorney., give them your name., your 

office rank and social security number - and nothing more. You 

are not to lend substance to this power-play by the United States 

Govermnent by taking any action which would constitute recognition 

of the illegal Federal seizure fran our hands of a case which we 

were about to bring to trial in the state c~1m1nal district where 

it belongs. 

The position of this office can be summed up very briefly: 

we were ready for trial in this matter., we continue to be ready 

for trial and we strongly oppose this outrageous Federal intrusion 

into the processes of justice of the Louisiana. Court.- The United 

St~tes District 9ourt action in canceling our scheduled trial date 

is plainly illegal and no member of this sta.ff is to canpromise or 

cooperate in any way with this totalitarian -display of power of 

the Federal Govermnent. 

Jim Garrison 



CLAY L. SHAW 

vers.us 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA 

NEW ORLEANS DI\rISION 

JIM GARRISON individually, and as 
District Attorney for·the Parish 
of Orleans, State of Louisiana, 
and JAMES L. ALCOCK, individually 
and as Executive Assistant District 
Attorney for the Parish of Orleans, 
St~te of Louisiana, and CHARLES R. 
WARD, individually, and as an 
Assistant District Attorney for the 
Pariah of Orleans, State of Louisiana 

TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER 

A. DALLAi-: ~'i.nlC:f, JR. 

CIVIL ACTION 

NO; 68-1063 

SECTION B 

CLERK 

tJ 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED, pursuant .to. 

28 u.s.c. I 2284(3), that the Defendants Jim Garrison, James~-... 
Alcock, and Charles R. Ward, and each of them and their respec­

tive assistants, associates, attorneys, employees, agents, 

• officers and assigns be, and they are hereby, ENJOINED AND 

RESTRAINED from taking any further action in the prosecution of 

the case entitled •state of Louisiama v. Clay L. Shaw,• 

Number 198-059 on the Docket of the Criminal District Court for 

the Parish of Orleans, State of Louisiana, pending the further 

orders of this Court. 

REASONS 

The complaint herein (a 47-page document of 116 paragraphs) 

presents allegations of numerous deprivations of the petitioner'• 

federal rights by the defendant District Attorneys within the 

context of, or connected with, the criminal pr~:usecution pending 

against him in the state court for conspiracy to murder the late 

President Kennedf. The complaint read as a whole presents much 

more than a recitation of isolated wrongs, but impugns the entire 

prosecution against the petitioner and attempts to raise the 

actions of the defendants, prior to and during the present 

criminal proceedings, to the level of a concerted pattern of 

J-~....._ ___ -1,--JJersecution of the petitioner and the wholesale and willful dia-
...:n ...... """~-.Mll.'--'1-... 

--.._.,_.egard of the petitioner's constitutional rights. The ccaplaint 
' .... , 
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states that •the petitioner requires a 'aanctuary'·in this Court 

to grant him relief from the irreparable harm, clear and imminent, 

which he has suffered at the hanjs of the defendants herein since 

March 1, 1967,• (Count 4 of the Complaint), during which time, 

•the defendants*** have*** conducted themselves and their 

office in such a manner as to create an atmosphere of fear and 

suspicion concerning the motives and actions of the Office of the 

District Attorney· for the Parish of Orleans• (Count 88)1 that •the 

defendants, and in particular, Defendant Garrison, are conducting 

a reign of terror by the misuse and abuse of the powers of th~ 

public offices which they hold, by conducting an illegal, unwar­

ranted, fraudulent and useless probe of the assassination of the 

. late John F. Kennedy,• (Count 96), that •the erstwhile Kennedy 

as~assination probe being conducted by the defendants is indis­

tinguishable from the case• against the petitioner (Count 97), 

and that •although plaintiff has been the primary victim of the 

machinations of the defendants through the abuse and misuse of 

the power of their respective offices, many others have felt the 

impact of their reign -of terror, and.the case of State vs. Shaw 

is now and has for sometime past been of tremendous public impor­

tance, not only to the citizens.of this community, but to all 

citizens of the United· States and to the world.• (Count 98). 

The thrust of these allegations raises serious question• 

.concerning the relationship between this federal _district court 

and the Louisiana Criminal District Court in which the prosecution 

against the plaintiff is lodged, and indeed between federal and 

state courts across the nation. Whenever a federal court stays 

the hand of a state official, the _delicate balance of comity, so 

necessary and wpolesome for our feder,1 system, is likely to be 

disturbed. The delicacy of the comity issue is not only greatly 

increased, but augmented by the now-entrenc~ed principles of • 

equity law, see Ex parte Youni, 209 U.S. 123, 161-162 (1908), 

when the state agency involved is a.court of law and the state 

official an esteemed member of the state judiciary. But as 

delicate as the comity balance must be, the points of reference on 

which it .rests today are in a process of continual development, 

alo~g lines sketched by Dombrowski v. Pfister, 380 u~s. 479 (1964) 

( 
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At this stage in the development of the law and the possible 

future developments indicated by the Supreme Court, we are not 

prepared to rule out the possibi~ity of a remedy for this plain­

tiff under the state of facts he presents in his petition. And 

because there is a very real likelihood that the plaintiff may 

prevail on the merits, and because in view of the plaintiff's 

allegations of the unconstitutionality of vartous pertinent 

Louisiana statutes a three-judge court is required in this matter 

in the interest of the State of Louisiana, see Wright on Federal 

Courts I SO, p. 162, and it may not be possible for the hearin9 

before that court to be held and concluded prior to the scheduled 

date of the trial of the plaintiff in the state court to the 

possible irreparable injury of the plaintiff, we grant the motion 

for temporary restraining order pending a speedy hearing on the 

motion for preliminary injunction. 

The so-called •anti-injunction statute,• 28 u.s.c .. I 2283, 

is based on the obvious premise that a federal court can con­

ceivably be authorized to stay a state proceeding in the interests 

(in which federal courts have a paramount interest) of the pro-
1 . 

tection of federal constitutional rights. The question whether 

§ 2283 can be accepted a step further to either (a) not prohibit 

the stay of a state criminal prosecution along the lines of~ 

' browski, or (b) authorize such a stay, is not something which can 
. 

. easily be resolved in the light of col'alllents in Dombrowski and the 

more recent case of Cameron v. Johnson, 36 u.s.L.Week 4319 

(April 23, 1968). In Dombrowski, the court found it •unnecessary 

to resolve the question whether suits under 42 u.s.c. I 1983 

(1958 ed.) come under the 'expressly authorized' exception to 
2 

I 2283.• 380 U.S. at 484 n.2. In pameron ~he court upheld the 

denial of injunctive relief against state prosecutions by the 

district court, and noted 

"Our per curiam [which had previously remanded the 
case for reconsideration] stated, 381 U.S. 741-742: 
'On remand, the district court should first con­
sider whether 28 u.s.c. § 2283 bars a federal in­
junction in this case, see 380 U.S. at 484, n.2. 
If§ 2283 is not a bar, the court should then 
determine whether relief is proper in light of 
the criteria set forth in Dombrowski.' The district 
court held that I 2283 prohibited the court from 
enjoining or. abating the criminal prosecutions 
initiated gainst the appellants pri9r to the filing 
of the o· it on April 13, 1964~ and further, that 
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42 u.s.c. § 1983 creates no exception to§ 2283. 
262 F.Supp. 873, 878. We find it unnecessary 
to resolve either question and intimate no view 
whatever upon the correctness of the holding of 
the dis~rict court." 36 U.S.L.Week 4320, n.3. 

Given this state of the law, the real possibility of a 

determination in the plaintiff's favor by the three-judge court 

which, under the law, should be the court to determine the issue, 

and ·the irreparable harm which may accrue to the plaintiff by the 

initiation of his trial prior to the three-judge hearing, we think 

equity demands, and the proprietary interest of the federal courts 

authorize, whatever snort delay of the state trial we now grant. 

Nor dQ we think, apart from the issues posed by 8 2283 and 

Ex parte Young, supra, Dombrowski v. Pfister precludes the possi­

bility that the plaintiff may prevail. Dombrowski, in fact, has 

greatly enlarged the possibility of federal injunction of state 

criminal prosecutions. The case does contain much language which 

seems to limit the possibility to cases where First Amendment righ a 

are endangered. Nonetheless, 4 too narrow interpretation of 

Dombrowski, attempting to limit its thrust solely to cases where 

First Amendment rights are jeopardized, would dilute the major and 

fundamental premise of the decision. In Dombrowski, the court 

referred to cases declining to enjoin state prosecutions as 

follows: 

"In such cases it 'does not appear that the plain-
tiffs have been threatened with·any injury other 
than that incidental to every criminal proceeding 
brought lawfully and in good faith, or that a 
federal court of equity by withdrawing the deter­
mination of guilt from the state courts could rightly· 
afford petitioners any protection which they could 
not secure by prompt trial and appeal pursuant to 
this court.' Douglas v. City of Jeanette (319 U.S. 
157) at 164. But the allegations in this complaint 
depict a situation in which defense of the state's 
criminal prosecution will not insure adequate vindi­
cation of constitutional rights." 380 U.S. at 485. 

Plainly, the court considered an injunction agains~ the 

state proceeding warranted simply because the criminal prosecu­

tion could.not serve as an adequate vehicle for the protection 

of the rights which the prosecution itself had allegedly endan­

gered. It does not seem to be essential to the Dombrowski 
-holding that the court continued to find specifically that the 

prosecution there has the effect of impairing the plaintiffs' 

freedom of expression, other, federal rights should be equally 

entitled to protection where a finding of irreparable injury, 



- 5 -

which cannot be safeguarded within the context of· the criminal 

proceeding, is warranted.• 

The pervasive allegation~ of the petitioner here that 

his prosecution by the defendants is totally without foundation, 

we think raise the definite reasonable possibility of a finding 

on the merits that his rights cannot be vindicated within the 

context of his state prosecution. It is true that the petitioner 

has not complained of the infringement, by this prosecution, 

of any specific federal constitutional right which is not part 
3 

and parcel of the criminal proceedings in the state court. But 

the petitioner certainly does complain about •illegal, unwarrante, 

fraudulent, and useless~ actions directed, against his person and 

the totality of his freedom, by agents of the State of Louisiana 

acting in their official capacity. The compartmentalization of 

the totality of a person's "right to be let alone• by the state 

may be helpful generally in the development of a coherent body 

of law under the various civil rights amendments to the Constitu­

tion, but the trend is not always conducive to the adequate 

protection of individual liberty; the Supreme Court has strongly 

indicated that the •concept of liberty• is not to be tied down 

merely to the recitation of the conventional freedoms stratified 

in specific guarantees in the Bill of Rights where substantial 

unjust interference by the state with personal liberty is 

involved, see Griswold v. Connecticut, 381 U.S. 479 (1965). 

In short, ·the plaintiff's complaint raises real is•ues of alleged 

deprivations of liberty through the actions of .the state, the 

correction of which, if proven, might ~ell require Dombrowski 

relief. 

l 

2 

This would follow, inter alia, not only from the fact that 
Congress saw a need to bolster equity considerations, cf. 
Ex parte Young, supra, with this general prohibition, but 
also from the recognized power of the federal Congress to· 
provide for exclusive jurisdiction of federal constitutional 
matters in the federal courts, cf. Wright on Federal Courts, 
6 10, p.22. 

Of course, aside from the question of what constitutes an 
•express authorization• within the terms of§ 2283 and the 
questic~ of whether or not 42 u.s.c. I 1983 is such an express 
authorization, there seems to be a serious question whether any 
express authorization is necessary in view of the- equitable 



origins of§ 2283. • The leading case on the subject, apart from 
the sparse comments by tbe Supreme Court in Dombrowski and· 
Cameron, is .Baines v. City of Danville, 337 F.2d 579 (4th Cir. 
1964). There, the court noted that: "Since the statute [§ 2283 • was fathered by the principles of comity, it has been held that 
the statute should be read in the light of those principles and, 
though absolute in its terms, is inapplicable in extraordinary 
cases in which an inj.unction against state court proceedings is 
the only means of avoiding grave and irreparable injury." 
337 F.2d at 593. The Baines case preceded the· Supreme Court's 
decision in Dombrowski, and the Fourth Circuit therefore had no 
occasion to consider whether its holding that§ 2283 "is not 
always absolute" might be coterminous with the authority of the 
federal courts to enjoin prospective state criminal proceedings 
recognized in Dombrowski. Of particular importance to our 
decision here, the court in Baines stated: "Recognizing that 
the command of§ 2283 is not always absolute, we granted a 
temporary injunction pending appeal of this case. * * * Such 
.an injunction was e·ssential if the controversies were not to 
become moot while these appeals were being perfected, heard, and 
determined in this court. We concluded that it was such an 
extraordinary situation that issuance of a temporary injunction 
staying prosecutions in the state courts pending our disposition 
of this appeal was authorized notwithstanding I 2283." 337 P.2d 
at 593-594. 

3 
It is, of course, at the heart of the Dombrowski finding of 
"irreparable injury" sufficient to justify an injunction 
against a state proceeding, that the plaintiffs be "threatened 
with [some substantial] injury other than that incidental to 
every criminal proceeding brought lawfully and in good faith.• 
380 u.s. at 485. • 

c;);_, ,U-u,A J ,e /rb-4., 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE 

New Orleans, Louisiana 

May 28, 1968 ();r A,: ,o /'. H 
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