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MR, SPIVAK: Our guest today on MEET THF PRFSS is
the Attorney General of the Unlted States, Ramsey Clark,
who earlier this year was deslignated by the President as
coordinator of all Federal activities affecting law enforcement.
The interview with Chancellor of the Exchequer of
Great Britain, Roy Jenkins, originally announced for
today, has been postponed.
We will have the first guestions rnow. from Carl Stern
of NBC ﬂews.
MR. STERN: Mr., Clark, does the Justice Department know
the name of the man who killed Dr. Martin Luther King?
GENFRAL CLARK: We have a name that we are working on.
Whether it will prove to te the correct name or not remains
to be seen.
MR. STERN: Were the optimistic predictions ther of
Frijay of catching the assassin Just an attempt to cool

things off or did you really have someone in mind at that

time?

“GENFRAL CIARK: We have a very substantial -amount of
physical evidence. We remain optimistic and, as I sald irn
Memphis, Friday, very hopeful that we can have an early
and successful conclusion to our investigation followed by
indictment, prosecution and conviction.

MR. STERN: Have balistic tests shown that you do

mave the murder weapon?



ééNFHAIpCIARK: Balistic tests have been made and
such evidence as they give will be used im court, and soon,
we hopé.

MR. STERN: Are you certaip only one assasein was
involved?

GENERAL CIARK: We camnot be absolutely positive, Our
evidence still points very strongly im that direction. We have
no evidence of the invalvement of more than one person at
this tiﬁe.

MR. STERN: Tt was sald the trail stretched several hundred
miles, That could be to Georgia or Alabama, or also to
Illinols, or Nebraska, '‘What did you mean by that?

" GENERAL CLARK: The trail has lengthened since the
press conference Friday. I do mot believe it would be
appropriate for me to specify piaces to which it has taken us
but we are running down every lead and we are devoting every
possible investigative resource to solve this very terrihle

murder,

L I

MR, JOHNSON: Mr. Clark, Martin Luther King preached
today,
a philosophy of nom-violence and yet,/I thiak, many Ameriecans
are concerned that we are headed toward a violent future.
How do yeu see the future for this ecountry?
GENFRAL CIARK: We cam avoid violence. We need to

comnit ourselves through all of our institytions, our governments,
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our people, to avold violence. Perhaps the cruelcst trag-iy

of the murder of Dr. King, who believed in this courtry, ho

practiced _
prrached and / throughout this land, non=vio.cnce, would
be for the violence that brought his death to urccrmire h s
philosophy. We have to work harder than ever for non-vio enee

I think even the tragic episode\in so many of our citles
the last 48 hours indicates that we can eliminate this racial
violence, this rioting that has occurred,

MR, JOHNSON: There 1s another side to hils onhilosoon.,
also. He espoused the principal of civil disobed erce ar
as you know there were plans made, for instance o march
here 1in Washington. Do you think that is adviosabls, now, glv-
the temper of the times?

GENFRAL CIARK: Our times are very difficult and I ¢ai-k
all of our people, our Iinstitutions, have to act Lléh greac
reserve and care, 1t 1s imparitive that we remalr a stanls
people, that we maintain order and stabllity, teca.se there is
no other way for us to progress, and we must do everythio; wit
our power to continue and open lines of communicat!ion
between Negro and white 1in this country, to expand those
lines and to work for stability. Civil disobedlience coulc be

very risky at this time.
MR. JOHNSON: Specifically on these planned demonstrations

would you counsel them not to do so, bnth here and in

Memphis, tomorrow?



GENFRAL CLARK: I would counsel any demonstrations,
at this time, and in the future, that they be undertaken
entirely within the framework of law, That they be
undertaken, if at all, under c¢ircumstanees where control is
assured, These are turbulent times. We are a disturhbed
natien, and the risk are great, and violence more than anything
else risks further division and we have to maintain our self-

we have to maintain our national disciplime,
discipline,/we have to avoid anything that will tend toward
violence, We can show reverence, we have to show reverence,
but, we have to do this within the rule of law,

MR. YETTE: Mpr, Attofney General, this nation prides itself
on being a nation of law, At this time we hear, even, rumors
of the possibility of concentratiﬁn camps for black people,

In order to.maintain, as you say, order and stabllity, what are
we golng to do with respect to concentration camps énd that
kind of concerp”? |

'GENERAL CIARK: There are no concentration camps .in this
country. There have been no concentrapion camps in this
country. There will be no concehtration camps in this country,.’

Rumors and the fear that arises from rumors, are a great
threat to us. Fear, itself, is a great threat, and people who
spread false rumors about concentration camps are elther 1gﬁor-
ant of the facts or have a mofive of dividing this country.

MR. YETTE: Murder is not a federal offense, Mr, Attorney

General. I am wondering whethew, in order to prosecute this



case, the Justice Department will try to maintain the cou-
spiracy 1dea, 1f you don't find more than one person involved
In this assassination, will you then give this case to the
State of Tennessee, which has a murder =-- a capital punishment
as a possible sentence?

GENERAL CIARK: Federal law requires and our policy has
always been, where a crime of this nature is committed, to
defer to the state where there is reasor to believe that its
laws will be falrly and effectively enforced and prosecutions
fairly followed, I bhave no doubt, no doubt, at this time,
that upon the zporenension of thls murderer, the authorities of’
Tennessee would prosecuta with all the vigor at thelr command.

MR, YETTE: Can you say, sir, with the evidence tbat.you
now have, or clearly anticipate in the future, can you say what
the latest time will be in whileh you expect an arrest to be
made?

GFNFRAL CIARK: No, I cannot, We wlll do everythiag we can
to make it as soon as possible,.

MR, DRUMMOND: Mr, Attorney General, Just what bas happened
since last Thursday night, to Justify the feeling that race
relatinns are getting worse in the Unlted States?

GENFRAL CIARK: I think not. I think that 1s a snap Judg-
ment, a too-gquick conclusion that can be made. We have had wide-

spread turbulence in, literally, scores of our cities. But this
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1s a turbulence that has not led to some of the things we

have seen in the riots of the past. There were more people
killed in the Detroit riot last year and the Watts riot in 1965
than in all of the disturbances since the assassination of

Dr. King. There has been a firmer control this time and I
think that we can see from thls the possibility for riot preven-
tion, for riot control, the possibility to obtain. the time
needed to fulfill the obligations of this nation to all of our
people.

MR. DRUMMOND: Mr. Attorney General, it 1s said by some and
with great earnestness, no doubt, that resort to violence is,
at times, understandable because of the deep grievances of the
Negro people.

What I really want to ask you is whether you feel there is
a single sane word that can be sald to the resort to civil vio-
lence and civil disorder.

GENFRAL CIARK: I think there 1is clearly a single philoso~
rhy., I think it was the philosophy of Dr. Martin Luther King
who preeched non-violence, who preeched change within the
framework of order. We have to strive for this., We have to
make change. We hqve to create new and better opporturniities for
the Negro in America for our poor and for our minorities. In
my Jjudgment, we have made more progress in these areas In the
last few years than any nation at any time in history. We

can make greater progress in the years Just ahead. All of our



people must devote themselves to thils purpose.

MR, DRUMMOND: Ome more question: Im light of what you have
said, what would you say should be said about, or what should be
dope about the statement of Mr. Stokeley Carmichael that Negroes
should get guns and retaliate in the streets?

GENFRAL CIARK: That is absolutely impossible, It is im-
possible for the Negroes of America. It would he suicidal,

They have not done that. There has not been one single police
officer or fireman or natiomal guardsman killed in these
disturbances of the last 48 to 72 hours. This has not
happened. This will) not bhappen. And the Negro paeople awe
compitted to its wnot bhappenitg. We may have random violence,
we may have rapdom physical assault but we are a mighty nation
of 200,000,000 people and we have to expect some of this,

MR, SPIVAK: Mr. Atedrney General, may I ask you a question
about Sgokeley Carmlchael. I undeystand you are going to
make the final decision om whether Stokeley Carmichael can be
prosecuted for imciting to riot in Washiagton, D. C.- What
can you tell us about that®

GENFRAL CIARK: The declsion will be for the proper law
esforcement authorities within the city of Washington. We
 have @dual jurisdiction, here, federal and 1ocai. If vwe fipd
evidence that meets the standards of criminal justice, that
Stokeley Carmichael has committed a crime againat the federal

goveramepnt, he will be prosecuted amd he will be prosecubed with



all of the dilligence and all of the energles at our command.

I can say with absolute assurance that the same 1s true of the
city of W-shington, If evidence 1is found that can be presented
to a court that he has violated any law of this Jurisdiction,
he will be prosecuted and prosecuted vigorously.

I would say further that every effort to obtain such
evidence if 1t exlsts 1s being made, has been made, consistently.
MR. STERN: You indicated the search was spreading for
the killer of Dr. King. Does that mean you have one man on the

run or does 1t mean you are tracing a chain of organization
that may have supported that assassin?

CENERAL CIARK: Our Judgment of the evidence at this time is
that we have evidence of one man on the run. I should say
further, though, that we are tracking down every lead, every
possible lead¢. In a situation like this, you get a lot of bad
leads, but we are not turning them off simply because they do
not look likely, and therefore this has spread since the day
before yesterday.

MR, STERN: We had a description Friday, a man about 5-11
with a long nose and so on. Lo we know anything more today, two
days later, than we knew two days ago?

GENFRAL CLARK: We know gquite a bit more today than we knew
two days ago and we hope we can show you a plcture of exactly
what he looks like before too long. That 1s our purpose and we

are working with all of our heart on 1t.
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MR, STERN: Do you mean a photograph?
GENFRAL CIARK: Well, 1f we have the man, we caw have a
photograph. I am sure the press wlll provide some.
MR. JOHNSON: Were FBI agents assigned to watch Martin

Luther King in Memphis?

GENFRAL CIARK: The federal government has mo juris=-
diction to provide protection to private citizens, It has a
very limited jurisdiction to provide protection to its own
citizens. Of course, the Secret Service watches the President
and a few other public officials and, of course, we are involved
all the time in ilnvestipations and devebbpment of intelligence
and in coordimtion with state and local law enforcement,

There was a heavy FBI presence in Memphis before, at and after
this incident, but we have no authority and under our system of
government could have no authority for direct protective service.

MR. STERN: The reason I asked, in other cases in the
South, of murders, in the past, say in Selma, for instance,

FBI agents had inflltrated the Klan and tﬁere were immediate
arrests., This apparently has not been the case in this situation.
GENFRAL CILARK: You will recall that in the murder that
occurred immediately after the Selma<Montgomery march, which
Dr. King led, there was a veapon fired from an automobile and

we had an informant in that automobile. We haven't that

situation, here.

MR, YETTE: Mr., Attorney General, 1f theie was a federal
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presence 1in Memphis at the time and before and after the
assassivation, how was 1t possible for this man to escape?

GENFERAL CIARK: The federal presence that was there has
been involved for several years, at least. Before Selma-Mont-
gomery, in watching activities,_around Dr. King and around many
other people., We have to. We have known how dangerous this
situation is, But this was a carefully planned assault. When
you look at the physical locatlon, you can see how strategic
the position of the assassin was at the time the shot was
fired, An escape in an environment such as that with all the
traffic and all the excitement which was in the city before
this happened 1is something that 1s guite understandable under
the cilrcumstances.

MR, YETTE: 1In view of that, slr, why didnit the federal
presence, there, advise Dr, King against a second floor balcony
room where he was so exposed in that manner?

GFNERAL CIARK: Dr. King has llved his l1life, realizing the
risks that he has lived. There have been discussions with many
people about how he should conduet himself and he made this
decision knowing those risks. When I speak of federal
presence, you must remember that the local presence always ex-
ceeds the federal presence, many, many times over. The single
police departments in this country have more officers than the
entire Federal Bureau of Investipation., In fact, in the entire

civilian police capacity of the federal government our presencs



is a very limited presence,

MR. DRUMMOND: Mr., Attorney General, the reaction to what
happened im Europe and around the world has been one of shock
and even fear for the stabllity of American society as it how
xists and I would just like to ask whether from your vantage
point as Attorney Gemeral, you feel that the very fabric of our
soclety is imperilled.

GENERAL CIARK: Mr, Drummond, our rmation has been given an
immense challenge in these last few days, in this last week.

We live in very difficult times., I think we have shown the
strength of our socliety and our people. I thimk today and to-
morrow and in the days ahgad, we will show even more the strength
that we haves, T do not think our society is imperiled. I think
all of our peopls, our Negro, our white, all of us, are a very
strong people and that we will build and work to fulfill the
obligations of this great nation.

MR, DRUMMOND: I suspect most people feel at this moment
that actions wlll be more helpful, more significant than
words, And T wanted to ask what you feel Congress could do in
the areas where you have responsibility, that would be most use-
ful -~ in the immediate future.

GENFRAL CIARK: Action is the substance of life, It always
speales louder thanm words. And at this time more than any that
¥ have known we must act, Congress can play a majog role, It

is imparitive that Open Housing legislation at the federal
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level been enacted. If we have never known 1t before -- and

it 1s incredible that we haven't -« surely in the last several
days we have seen: this natlon canrot live a diﬁided people;
Negroes in the central city, whites elsewhere. We have to have
the opportunity to live together, we have to llve together.
We must work on that. Equal employment opportunity. The
Congress can give us new strength at the federal level, here,
to provide an equal opportunity for everyone to work, and to
advance in hls work and to fulfill himself.

There are other vital measures that President Johnson has
sent to the Congress that we have worked on with all of our
energles, that strong members of Congress have done thelr best
to bring into Being as the law of the land. I would hope very
much that in the next several days and certainly in the -
weeks ahead, we would see dramatic, bold, new federal legislation
directed to this immense problem we have,

MR, SPIVAK: Mr. Attorney General, because there is a
similarity of pattern in the looting and the burnirg and the
rioting in city after city, there are many people who belleve
there is central training and organization involved. Do you
think there 1s?

GENFRAL CILARK: Mr, Spivak, the events of the last several
days demonstrate more clearly than the events of any other riot
situation what an absense there is of trailning, what an absense

there 1s of planning. This was people who have very little stake
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in this country, or at least who belleve they have very

little stake in this country. And they ﬁalked from fheir

homes and they manifested that lack of conviction that they

have a stake in this country. We must give them a stake in this
country. But the conduct 1n these cities was of the most ran-
dom, the most disorganized type that could be.imagined. It was
purely capricious,.

MR. STERN: The police here received riot training under
the guldance of the Justice Department. When the rloting broke
out here the police, as pef their orders, did nothing for
about twenty-four hours while the looters festively cleaned out
one store after another. Is that the strategy that we need in
our cities?

GENERAL CIARK: I would have to argue with your characteri-
zation of that im several ways. Our guidance here is not a
guidance, 1t is a training, it 1s a worklhg togyether as we do
with local Jjurisdictions throughout the country.l We have always
urged and I think the pblice department here did an excellent
job in this reé;ard, that the police act firmly, that they act
fairly but firmly, that they not over act and that they not_under
act. That to dd elther can cause an escalation, can cause a
riot. If you cannot have immed4ate police presence to engage in

activity that you cannot carry out as a policemen is the worst

t8ing you can do.
Now this situatiom differed from the rlots that we have had



before. In the past, if you look at Watts, the riot was
triggered by a single eplsode and a single place in the city.

A police arrest. If you look at Newark, the same situation.

If you look at Detroilt, Michigan, the same siltuation. Here we
had within a few hours people walking out of thelr homes from
many parts of the city and manifesting thelr frustration, their
belief that they really may have no stake in this country.

I think the police acted firmly, here, I think they acted
fairly, here, I think they did a good Job.

Look at the deaths. Very few deaths compared to what could
have been expected under all of these circumstances. There had
been good training, here. There was good performance.

MR. STERN: But that 1s preclsely the point. Are we willing
to accept unlimited property damage because we don't want to
inflict any deaths upon the looters and rioters?

GENFRAL CIARK: Well, I don't think that it is really meaning-
ful to compare property to life, here. That 1s not the 1lssue.

I don't think we suffered unlimited property damage, here.

The property damage here would be a very small fractlon of the
property damage at Watts or the property damage at Detroit.
There was extenslve property damage but you cannot engage in
police activities that you cannot carry out. You have to

have adequate force. This clty, 1ts police department, com=-
pared to its Negro population is much smaller ﬁhan in a place

1ike Detroit or a place like Newark. The police had to spread



out much more here right at the beginning than they did in
any of these other places for the reason glven. They would
have acted to prevent any looting whenever they had adequate
manpower at the time and place to do so.

Look at the arrests, here{ Two and a half times more
arrests here than at Newark, A very filrm policy. ‘More than a
thousand people arrested for looting. That 1s a lot of people.

MR, SPIVAK: ‘Gentlemen, we have less than three minutes.

MR. JOHNSON: Mr. Attorney General, thls week we have
seen another tragic assassination by a man with a rifle. What
are the prospects for controlling the sale of firearms in
this country, now?

GENERAL CLARK: I bhave said for a long time, I think they
are good. 'They have to be good. They have got to be better.

MR, JOHNSON: They obviously haven't been good enough.

GFNERAL CIARK: These weapons kill people. They are the
weapon of the assassin, they can be the weapon of the sniper.
We haven't seen much sniping. We could see a lot of sniping.
It is imparative that we give an adequate opportunity to the
states to protect themselves from people who would illegally,
unlawfully, irrationally use firearms, The states have to move,
the federal government has to move. I would urge the Congress
to enact firearms . control legislation that wlll protect the
states from interstate shipment of rifles and plstols and

other firearms,, immediately.
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MR, YETTE: Sir, In answer to a previous question, did I

understand you correctly to say that this case will be tried
under state rather than federal Jjurisdiction?

GENFRAL CIARK: No decislon could be made at this time. I
sald that deference would be given to the state. If we
were convinced that 1t would proceed and firmly enforce and
prosecute, All the evidenc; we have at thls time =-- and I am
convinveddat this time that they would do so, that they would
like as much as anyone, perhaps more than anyone else in this
country, to have an apprehension, to have a proaecution, to
have a conviction. I think the State of Tennessee wants this
case prosecuted more vigorously than perhaps anyone else.

MR. DRUMMOND: Mr, Attorney General, 1in Harlem it was
reported that hundreds of Negroes went out on the street to
produce as much calm as possible and discourage violence. Do
you happen to know whether thls was an exception or whether it
happened in a number of other cities?

GENFRAL CIARK: Mr, Drummond, I think it happened in
every clty where people were pouring onto the streets. I
think there are many instances where the old! where the clergy,
where the businessmen, and perhaps most important of all, where
the very kids theméelves, the most vigorous and involved kids
themselves, went on the streets and urged peace and urged non-
violence, and I think thls made a tremendous difference in

what happened after this cataclysmic event of Thursday.



MR. SPIVAK: On that note, I think we must end. I am
sorry to interrupt but our time 1is up.
Thank you, Mr, Attorney General, for being with us today

on MEET THE PRESS,
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April 10, 1968

The Honorable
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Ramsey Clark \
Attorney General \\‘V} egg;
Washington, D. C. O YORNEY GE‘“}

Dear Ramsey:

I am sure you have plenty of photographs
but I thought you might like this one for your
memory book in view of the critical date when
you were interviewed on MEET THE PRESS.

Regards.
Cordially, %Zz <2r
ayrencg E. Spivak
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April 16, 1968

Dear Mr. Goodman:

The two copies of the recording of my
recent Meet the Press interview arrived this
morning. Thanks very much for seanding them.

Best regards.

Sincerely,

Ramsey Clark

Mr. Juliaa Goodman

President, National Broadcasting
Company, Inc.

Thirty Rockefeller Plaza

New York, New York 10020




NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY, INC.

THIRTY ROCKEFELLER PLAZA, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10020, CIRCLE 7-8300

JULIAN GOODMAN
President Aprll 1 1, 1968
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The Honorable Ramsey Clark
Attorney General of the United States
Department of Justice

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Attorney General:

On behalf of the National Broadcasting Company, I

want to thank you for appearing on MEET THE PRESS,
Sunday, April 7,

As a token of our appreciation, I am sending you in a
separate mailing two copies of a recording of the
program. I hope you will find them useful for future
reference,

Sincerely,

O, doete

Julian Goodman
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April 12, 1968
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Dear Mrs. Christie:

You were very thoughtful to write to me about
my recent TV appearance. Many thanks,

Hope everything is going well with you and your
family.

Since l’lly ’
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/

Ramsey Cla

Mrs. Manley Fuller Christie
4006 Gallows Road
Annandale, Virginia, 22003
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UNITED STATES GOVE. MENT : PARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Memorandum

TO : The Attorney General 1;;) DATE: April 7, 1968
FROM : (Cliff Sessions = 6]
SUBJECT:

Larry Spivak called Friday to suggest your appearance,
He wanted to cancel the scheduled interview of the British
Chancellor of the Exchequer and put you on instead, if we felt
that your appearance might be beneficial. I told him Friday
night we felt your appearance would do no harm and might do
some good--and that you were willing if you wanted him. He did.
He felt that you refelected 'coolness, decency, strength and
intelligence" during the last interview.

You are requested to be at the NBC studios, 4000 Nebraska
Ave., N.W, at 12:30 P.M.

Panelists:
Carl Stern,--He was on the panel before, has interviewed

you on Today, has attended our '"off the record" lunches, covers
the Department regularly for NBC.

Roscoe Drummond,--Reporter for Christian Science Monitor
1924-53; Chief of New York Herald Tribune's Washington bureau
1953-55; syndicated columnist 1955 to date, An Eisenhower Re-
publican. Described as "mild, harmless'" by press people.

Sam Yette,--A general assignment reporter, and a good one,
for Newsweek. Formerly an assistant to Shriver at the Peace
Corps, he went to Newsweek about six months ago. A Negro,

Questions

1. Don't the Washington riots indicate that federal riot control
planning was completely inadequate?

2. Are you satisfied with performances of police forces during
this series of riots?

3. You have spoken rather optimistically about chances for
avoiding riots this summer. What is your assessment now?

Ve
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11.
12,
P

14.
L9

16.

3 5758
18.

You have stated several times that riots can be prevented.
Why weren't these?

Were FBI agents assigned to protect King?

You said in Memphis 48 hours ago that you were 'very close"
to an arrest, yet there has been none. Why not?

You also indicated the slaying was a one-man job. Doesn't

the slayer's ability to shoot King, escape and avoid
apprehension for this long indicate a well-planned conspiracy?
Don't events in Washington indicate the wisdom of a ''get
tough'" policy and the futility of avoiding confrontations

with rioters?

What will the government's reaction to the ''poor people's
march'" be?

Why don't you arrest Carmichael?
Why did the Washington riot get so far out of hand?'
Is this the beginning of a race war?

Looking back over these riots, what do you see that could
have been done to prevent them?

Will you go to the funeral? Will the President?

What will the President say in his speech? Why did he postpone
it?

Does widespread rioting raise the threat of the U.S. having
an inadequate number of troops to cope with the situation?

What security plans are being made for Memphis, Atlanta?

What do you think about McKissack's call for Negroes to
stay off their jobs Tuesday?



