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5 
KING PROBE 

Pic~D~P~~ElRTf~:·E~f~>sTA~U~ !U~:s~ulf~MI~~~A~IT~f~;w ~~fft'M:N
~i THE WIDESCALE INVESTIGATIONor'THE ASSASSINAtioNot DR. MARTIN 
LUT~l~E:l~GA~~NtsE~t~B~~Dif~~~~o:~ywf~fy WERE SEEKING GALT. 

THE BULLETIN BULLETINDISTRIBUTEDON THE STATEWIDE POLICE TELETYPE 
NETWORKIN FLORIDASAID GALT WAS DRIVING A WHITE MUSTANG. WITNESSES 
IN MEMPHISTOLD INVESTIGATORS EARLIER THEY SAW A MAN IN A WHITE 
MUSTANGDRIVEAWAYFROMTHE ROOMING HOUSEFROMWHICHKING WAS SHOT 
LAST THURSDAY NIGHT. 
FED~~AfB2~NfMEI~A~¥LI~~iI~~ob~~~~PA0~~1~EW~fls¥~mf:AtL~~i 0:tEN 
PARKEDSINCE LAST FRIDAY AT A PUBLIC HOUSING PROJECT NEAR THE 
GEORGIASTATE CAPITOL. 

THE MESSAGEWITHDRAWN THAT IT WAS RELEASED 1 WITH THE EXPLANATION 
BY MISTAKE, DE~CRIBED GALT AS A WHITE MALE36 YEARSOLD, ABOUT 1
5-FOOT-11 AND 175 POUNDSWITH BLUE EYES AND BROWN HAIR. 

THIS ROUGHLY MATCHED CIRCULATEDTHE DESCRIPTION BY FEDERAL 
AUTHORITIESTHE NIGHT OF KING'S SLAYING. 
RZ849AES APRIL 12 



UP 1-19 
CCIV IL RIG HTS) 

WASHINGTON--BITTERLYSHAKE BY THE MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING AND 
THE UNPARALLE~.F;D WAVEOF VIOLENCE THAT FOLLOWED, PRESIDENTJOHNSON 
AND CIVIL RIG HTS ADVOCATES MOVE IN A HEAD-IN CONGRESS THIS WEEK 
LONGATTEMPTTO RESTORE RACIAL PEACE TO THE NATION. 

JOHNSONWAS EXPECTED JOINT SESSION OF TO GO BEFORE AN EMERGENCY 
CONGRESSTO LAY OUT A BROAD NEW FEDERAL ATTACKON GHETTO PROBLD1S• 

IN HIS ADDRESS WHICH WAS ORIGINALLY SCHEDULEDTONIGHTBUT WAS 
POSTPONEDTO AVOin CONFLICTING WITH KING'S FUNERAL TOMORROWJOHNSON1
i-AS EXPECTED TO ASK FOR A WIDE RANGE OF NEW PROGRAMS, INCLUDING 
jEVERALPROPOSEDBY THE NATIONAL ANTIRIOT COMMISSION SIX WEEKSAGO. 

CONGRESS,MEANWHILEWAS BEING PRESSED TO A VOTE ON A CIVIL 
~IGHTS BILL WHICH CONTAINS A TOUGH AND CONTROVERSIAL -- --OPEN HOUSING 
PROVISION. 

SPURREDON BY THE PRESIDENT, HOUSE OF THE SENATE-PASSED MANAGF.RS 
BILL CALLED FOR PASSAGE AS A MEMORIAL BY WEDNESDAY TO KING. 
JTHOHNSONWROTESPEAKER DURING THAT PASSAGE OFMCCORMACK THE WEEKEND. 

E CIVIL RIGHTS BILL WAS CRUCIAL "AT THE EARLIEST POSSIGLE MOMENT•" 
4/8--GE934A 

UPI-20 
(KILLER>

WASHINGTON--ATTY.GEN. RAMSEY CLARKSAID TODAY INVESTIGATORSARE 
GETTING "QUITE CLOSE" TO THE SUSPECTED SLAYEROF DR. KING. 

•wt HOPE HE'LL BE UNDER ARRESTQUITE SOON1" CLARKSAID. •WE'RE 
PUTTING EVERY RESOURCE WE HAVE ON THE INVESTI~ATION. 

"THE FOCUS IS SHARPENINGAND WE ARE QUITE CLOSE1 WE THINK, BUT 
THAT DEPENDS ON SOME OF THE LEADS WE HAVE DEVELOPED." 

CLARKi ON NBC'S TODAY SHOW TO WASHINGTON MEMPHIS,ON HIS RETURN FROM 
SAID TH~ SLAYING "APPEARS TO BE THE WORK OF A SINGLE INDIVIDUAL FROM 

ALL OF OUR EVIDENCE.• 
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, WHO SAID YESTERDAY THAT POLICE HAVE "ONE MAN 

ON THE RUN,_" SAID TODAY, •WE HAVE A NAME, BUT WHETHER IT IS THE RIG HT /NAMEREMAINSTO BE SEEN.• 
li/8--GE937A /_ 

UPI-21 
(DRUGS)

WASHINGTON--PRESIDENT OFJOHNSON'S PLAN TO SET UP A NEW BUREAU 
NARCOTICSAND ~ANGEROUS 'WENTDRUGS IN THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT INTO 
EFFECT OFFICIALLY TODAY. 

THE NEW UNIT TAKES IN THE BUREAU OF NARCOTICS FROM HE TREASURY 
DEPARTMENTAND THE BUREAU OF DRUG ABUSE CONTROL FROM THE HEW 
DEPARTMENT. 

4/8--GE938A 
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i<L~G-PAPAL 

VATICA1; CITY CAP)--THE A..;JAS..,INAT!Od OF DR. MARTI ! LUTHER K!t~G 
JR. t:AY HA,.)TEN PUBLICATio~: OF A PAPAL DOCUMENT AGAIN..)T RACL,M. 

AFTER KING HAD AN AUDIENCE WITr POPE PAUL VI ON ~EPT. 13 1964 
ThE 1n:G-io CIVIL RIGHT_ L':ADER SAID THE PONTIFF FAD ASSURED Hn1 Ht 
WOULD I...,.,UE A DOCUMENT DEPLORING DL CRI.:L.AT!Ot! I.J ALL IT.: FORt:...,. 

TLZ P0PE HAS F]Z"UE1ffLY ...;POKEN OUT AGAINST FI.::CRI,:INATIONf BUT A 
..,PECIFIC DOCUi1Elff.., DEVOT:::D EY.CLU..>IVELY T: T::r: PROBLE;l HA,.) rw 
APPE:.~ED. 

ON PALM SUNDAY, THE POP".: CALLED Kit!G'S i1URDER "A COWARDLY AND 
ATROCIOU.., l~ILLI~:G." 

"0U:-: ..,o::nowIS MADE ALL T.' GRSAT:.:R td!D ; :-.:::: FEARFUL BECAU_::: OF 
~u::::yr9LLJT A.rn D !..,ORDERLY ~EACT IO~JS t:H IC!: T};I ..;AD FACT 1:A. CAU -.:!::D," 1 
,-,- ...,nrr:. 

I:J THE WA:C: "'F T' !:: AS .. A SI.JAT!r 1, M: "F u.S. RAC!i\L DI..,O~DI:'.:.~ 
VATICA:J cr:-..cL~~ I JDICAT:D THAT T:r::: POP'~ :;Ay .:AVE DECIDED TO ....P::::Ei3 
i.JP wo·_;( Jt: /'-. DOCUi':~JT cor: :·;::Ir.JG RACIAL DI.:.:C~L'.IfATIOiJ AND VIOLSi'JC:... 

JA1114AE APJIL u 

ti AP. C !! 

t:E;iPlIIS, TEtrn. CAP )-THCUSANDS ASSEt1BLED TODAY FOR A SILENT 

:.AP.CH WHICH DR. r'ARTIN LUTHER KING JR. INTENDED TO LEAD, A.:: 

NEGOTIATOR..: FAILED Ir! A MARATHON EFFORT TO END THE CITY GARBAGE 

~TRIKE BEFORE THE DEMONSTRATION BEGAN. 

KI NGl A...,SASSn:ATED THUR..,DAY, HAD COME TO MEt1PHI ' TO AID THE 
,.)TPIKER;j. 

REPRE...;ENTATIVES OF THE CITY AND TPE AMERICAN FEDERATION OF ....TATE 
COUNTY AND MU!HCIPAL EMPLOYES HUDDLED FOR 18' HOURS WITI UNDER- ' 

1:ECRETARY OF LABOR JAMES REYNOLDS, '..EiJT TO MEt-iP}:I: SATURDAY BY PRE...;IDENT 
. JOHNSON TO MEDIATE T'.-{E DI...>PUTE. . • 

WITitl!~NL~Sf I~~o~~Gt~~=~~ i~E:I(~ • M~~g:y C£~~rJ~6¥N~~R~fiEEQ~y T~~t*s 
ABOUT 2 A.M. 

HOWEVER THE NEGOTIATC:RS--WITF RI:PRESEiITATIVE .... OF Bon: ....IDES 
..;HAKilJG THEIR 1:....AD:..i SILENTLY-FILED OUT OF T:'E l'OTEL WHERE THE I1ZDIATION 
WAS IN PROGRESS AT 6 A.:i. 

NO TI:1E FOR RI:SUt1PTION OF THE TALK.., WA.... SET. 
NATIONALLY KNOWt! PERSONS I1~ ~:ANY FIELD~ GATHERED FOR THE ..;!LENT 

WALK IN HONOR OF THE SLAIN CIVIL ~IGET" LEADER WHO RECEIVED TH: 
NOBEL PEACE PRIZE FOR HI.., PROGRM1 OF NONVIOLEr!CE. 

FEDEP.AL AND STATE IMVESTIGATORv CONTINUED THEIR HUNT FOR THE 
PE::so:J w::c SHCT KH:G TO DEATl: THUR.3DAY AS H: _TQOD ON T1.E BALCo:ry 
OF A :1E:1PHIS MOT:L. 

U.S. ATTY. GEN. RAM..,EY CLARK JAID ..,UNDAY IN WASHINGTON THAT 
INVE.., TIG,\TORS HAVE "ONE tlAN ON Tl:E RUN." HE ADDED "WE HOPE TO 
1:AVE AN EARLY COr!CLUSION TO Tl E INVE..,TIGATion, FOLLOWED BY INDicn;ENT, 
TRI~L AND CONVICTIO~." 

"WE HAVE A NAME WE',.,E WORKING ON," HE SAID. "WE KNOW QUITE A 
BIT ;]ORE THAN WE DID TWO DAYS AGO." 

S:1915AE..:>4/8 
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CLARK4/7 WA 

URGEi-1! 
;nGHT LD 

,... lll.AS~JNGTON CLARK LAW(UPI> --ATTY. GEN. RAMSEY SAID SUNDAY 
( .LJFORCi.dENT HAVEAGENTS "ONE MAN ON THE RUN• AS A SUSPECT IN THE 

ASSASSI1.1TION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHERKING. 
"WE HAVE A NAME WE ARE WORKING ON. WHETHERIT IS THE RIGHT 

NAME~WE'LL HAVE TO SEE,• CLARKSAID. 
TE ATTORNEY SAID THAT "THE TRAIL HAS LENGTHENED• GENERAL SINCE 

FRIDAYWHENHE SAID THAT THE INVESTIGATION HAD SPREAD SEVERAL 
IDNDREDMILES BEYOND MEMPHIS, TENN. WHEREKING WAS SLAIN 

BUT CLARK~ INTERVIEWED THE PRESS--NBC> ON TELEVI~ION CMEET 
~~DE~~O~~~ME~i ~~~~g~:t::r TO DISCLOSE WHERETHE SEARCij_HAS fAKEN 

CLARKSAID THE EVIDENCE COLLECTED"STILL POINTS" TO THE 
~~~M~I~fNIW~lvf~.M~ ~fi~ED KING. "THERE Is No EVIDENCE THAT 

AN ;:~L~X~DAs~ggi!t~JlA~o~f~~io~r.E~iD~~iii AND I HOPE WE CAN HAVE 
MOREE145PES.. ' • 

206A 
CLARK4/7 t;;A 

1ST ADD NIGHT LD CLARK WASHINGTON20~A XXX HE SAID. 
CLARKSAID AGENTS HAVERECEIVEDMANYTIPS. "WE ARE TRACKING 

DOWNEVERYPOSSIBLE LEAD" HE SAID. 
ASKEDWHETHERTHE CASt WOULD BE HANDLED BY TENNESSEE AUTHORITIES 

AFTER AN ARREST IS MADE, CLARK INDICATEDIT WOULD. 
"I HAVE NO DOUBTNO DOUBTTH~T THE STATF. OF TENNESSEE 1 1

WOULDPROSECUTEWITH ALL VIGOR," CLARK SAID. 
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL,WHOFLEW TO MEMPHIS SHORTLYAFTER THE 

ASSASSINATION1 SAID IT WAS •QUITE MNDERSTANDABLE" THAT THE KILLER 
ESCAPED"UNDERTHE CIRCUMSTANCES." HESAID "THIS WAS A CAREFULLY 
PLANNEDASSAULT CITING THE STRATEGIC THE SNIPER CHOSE. 1~ LOCATION 

CLARKSAID THAT FEDERAL AGENTSHAD KEPT AN EYE ON KING FOR 
SECURITYPURPOSES DEMONSTRATIONSSINCE THE SELMA ALA. IN 
1965. BUT HE SAID THE "VERY LIMifED FE~ERAL PRESENCE"COULDNOT 
PREVENTKING FROM TAKINGA ROOM WITH A WIDE-OPEN BALCONY. 

•DR. KING HAS LIVED HIS LIFE REALIZING THE RISKS," CLARKSAID. 
"HE MADE THIS DECISION KNOWING THESE RISKS." 

IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION, CLARK SAID THAT CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE, 
WHICHKING ALSO ESPOUSED WITH NONVIOLENCE, BE VERY ALONG "COULD 
RISKY AT THIS TIME." 

HE SAID THAT ANY DEMONSTRATION BE CONDUCTED AT THIS TIME SHOULD 
ENTIRELYWITHIN THE LAW AND WITH RIGID CONTROL OF HE MARCHERS. 

"THESE ARE TURBULENT ••• THE RISKS ARE GREAT," HE SAID. TIMES 
•WEHAVETO AVOID ANYTHING THAT WOULD TEND TO VIOLENCE." 

HE SAID IT WOULDBE "ABSOLUTELY FOR NEGROES IMPOSSIBLE• TO 
FOLLOWSTOKELY ADVICECARMICHAEL'S AND TAKE TO THE STREETS TO 
FIGHT WHITES. 

"IT WOULDBE SUICIDAL," CLARK SAID. "IT HAS NOT HAPPENED. IT 
WILL NOT HAPPEN." 

THE "TURBULENCE" MORE EVEROF THE LAST FEW DAYS HAS SHOWED THAN 
THAT GHETTO RIOTS ARE NOT AN ORGANIZED CLARKCONSPIRACY, SAID. 
HE SAID THE ACTIVITIES OF THE RIOTERS WAS "OF THE MOST RANDOM SORT 
••• PURELY CAPRICIOUS.• 
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KiiJG IrJVE~T I GATIO,J 

WASHHJGTotJCAP) -/\TTY. GEN. RAt'iSEY CLARK.:;AID TODAY FEDERAL 
INVESTIGATOR..:>ARE ON THE TRAIL OF "ONE MAN ON THE RUN" IN THE 
ASSA.;.,...;INATION LUTHER AND THEY ARE HOPING OF DR. MARTIN KING JR., 
FOR AN EARLY ARREST. 

"WE HAVE A NME WE'RE WORKING ON," CLARKSAID. •WHETHERIT PROVES 
TO BE THE RIGHT NAME REMAINSTO BE SEEN." 
DUAtL:~~ ~~igL~~Rt r/~H~o Fi¥IE E~~~oTi~GFti~T T¥~LR~gi~ 1MA~Eg~fiI 1NDIVI-
OF DR. KING, LEADER OF THE DRIVE TO ATTAIN CIVIL RIGHTS THROUGH 
NONVIOLENTACTION. 

BY ¥n~GCif~,~E~~~i~I~g ~~~¥TRf~g~sig:iI~~; ~~SB~~ttID0~YD~M~r~~LE 
BULLETWHICHSTRUCKHIM IN THE NECK AND JAW AS HE STOOD ON THE 
BALCONYOF HIS MOTELROOM. 

A RIFLE WAS FOUND ABANDONED AND CLARK ITNEARBY~ HINTED SUNDAY 
MAY HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED AS THE MURD~R WEAPON. 
HE ~~~~~NfifDB~~klEI~¥IbEii~T~ARA~fT:~~~s~~~Es~~~ :ug~NMtrlf~gtAS 
THEY GIVE WILL BE USED IN COURT." 

CLARKDISCUSSEDPROGRESSOF THE INVESTIGATION ON THE RADIO­
TELEVISION INTERVIEW PROGRAM"MEET THE PRESS," ON NBC . 

..:>R342PES4/7 
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November 4, 1968Stephen J. Pollak 
Assistant Attorney General 

FMV:mfcCivil Rights Divif.i>n 
144-72-662 

Fred M. Vinson, Jr. 95-100-473 
Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division 

James Earl Ray; 
Draft memorandum to the 
Director. FBI, concerning 

At the Attorney General '1 request, I have reviewed the 
Look magazine article with reapec:t to James Earl R y. Attached 
ia a draft of memorandum which 1 have prepared to the Director 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

Because any such investigation would really be grounded 
on 18 USC 241, I think it should apprq,riately come from you. 
However, we can Jointly send the memorandum if you would 
prefer. 

I prepared the memorandum in draft form becal18e you 
indicated you might wish to add to it as a result of your review 
of the anicle. 

~ttorne, General 



DRAFT 
Director tll/4/68 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

FMV:mfc 
144-72-662 

95-100-473 

James Earl Ray 

We have reviewed the article appearing in the November 12, 

1968. Look magazine written by William Bradford Huie concerning 

the above ubject. 

It contains many objective facts as to Ray's travel and 

activities between April 23, 1967, and late August 1967. To the 

extent possible, these should be checked out. 

Furthermore, there are a number of factual statements 

in the story which require investigation in connection with the 

presence or absence of a conepir cy. While not inclusive, the 

ones that appear to us to require inve tigation are: 

1. Ray worked at the Indian Trail Restaurant for 

approximately two months in Winnetka, llli~ois. The story 

states that for seven weeks at the restaurant Ray received rio 

telephone calls, ''But during the week he left, he received 

'three or four pressing calls' that seemed to excite ~im. "'. • 

DRAFT 
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2. A friend of Ray••• pre1umably 1n But St. Louta, drove 

h1m to Bdwardeville where he caught a buafor Chicago, on the aixtb 

or seventh day after b1a escape from the Mlaaouri penitentiary. After 

Ray quit hia Job at the restaurant in Winnetka, llllnoia, he atatea that 

be spent a night with th11 same friend, before going to Canada in 

July 1967. 

3. Ray report■ in some detail hia contact wlth an unldentifted 

woman tn Canada, whom the author interviewed. Ray appeared to have 

a cloaer relationabip with her than with anyone else during hie 

fugttivlty. However, the article itaelf does not indicate that ahe bad 

any knowledge of hie actual identity or plana. 

4. Ray reporta a number of contacts with a man identified as 

Raoul in the NeptUneTavern in Montreal. Raoul allegeclly propoettioned 

Ray with reapect to aome aort of criminal acttvtty (aee page 112 of the 

article). In p~rt, Raoul'• propoatdon would be conaistent with narcotics 

smuggling. 

DRAFT 
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A6SISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL - ,,,~()F r,-,E:
f RECEIV~D 

1 )E 2 ~, 1968 * 
A/:J,.... ~ 
:./D_RNEYGl~~~ " 

;!0.eparlme~of Wustit.e 
~m,qiughm 

September 23, 1968 

MEMORANDUM GENERALFOR THE ATTORNEY 

RE: Assassination of DF. Martin.Luther King, Jr. 

Attached is a memorandum of J. Harold Flannery,
Deputy Section Chief, Central Section, reporting his 
interview with William Sartor concerning alleged facts 
which Mr. Sartor has uncovered concerning a possible 
conspiracy to assassinate Dr. King. Also attached is 
a copy of my memorandum to the Director of the FBI 
asking that Bureau agents follow out all leads 
indicated in Mr. Flannery's memorandum if this has 
not already been done. 

The background on Mr. Flannery's interview is 
as follows. 

In May of this year Jesse Epps and three or four 
other persons came to Washington at their request to 
advise the Vice President of certain facts which they 
said indicated the possibility of a conspiracy to 
assassinate Dr. King. At the request of William 
Welsh, Assistant to the Vice President, Bob Owen 
and I joined Mr. Welsh to meet with these individuals. 
We met for perhaps an hour and learned virtually nothing 
except the general dissatisfaction of the individuals 
with the enforcement of various federal laws in their 
area. They did relate certain suspicions about Dr. King's
murder. 

The Vice President arrived after most of our dis­
cussion had concluded. He assured the individuals that 
the government was pressing the investigation with all 
possible energy and resources. Mr. Epps said that he 
had additional facts which he would relate to a repre­
sentative of the Civil Rights Division if that person
would call upon him in Memphis. 

It was agreed that a Division attorney would 
contact Mr. Epps. 
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Mr. Flannery then sought to meet with Mr. Epps 
in June. The meeting was cut short because, by 
coincidence, Mr. Ray was captured at that very
time, and Mr. Flannery, who was in Memphis, was 
asked by me to turn his attention to the preparation 
of affidavits needed for the extradition. 

Later in the summer Mr. Flannery revisited 
Mr. Epps and the interview with Mr. Sartor was 
undertaken at Mr. Epps' request. 

J POLLAK 
Assistant A orney General 

Civil Rights Division 

Attachments 
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Mr •. Pollak I. 
September 17, 1968 
JHF:swh 

J. Harold Flannery 

-
James Earl Ray, Subject; 

. _Ma~tin_Luther King, Jr., Victim . 
.= '.•• .:·- ·conspiracyAgainst Rlgtits-

CIVIL RIGHTS 

I 

I interviewed Bill Sartor in connection with 
the captioned matter ·for about four hours on August· 22 ,-
1968 .. • He had. been identified to me • in June by Jesse Epps 
as a reporter who had been inquiring_ into the possible 
existence of a conspiracy to assassinate Dr. King. At 
Mr. Epps' request I met Sartor then briefly, and he gave 
me bits and pieces of information and rwnors about the 
killing that he. had accumulated to that point. Bis 
interest had been aroused, he sa,id, by the fir~ CO!}­
viction among many Negroes in Memphis that there was a 
~onspiracy possibly involving some members of the Memphis 
Police Department. My conversation with him in June is 
set out in part II, below. 

Sartor lives at 1242 Kirk Circle in Greenville, 
Mississippi (phone 335-3272)-, with his wife and· one or 
two cnildren. He is·a contract writer for Time,· Inc., 
and he has covered Memphis, particularly racial matters, 
since before the Sanitution Workers strike,;- -Ile· appears · 

_to be known and trust.ed by those Negro leaders in Memphis · 
with whoraI have talked (Epps, •Trotter, Rev. Jackson, 
Rev. Dell, etc::.), and he says that he is close to the 
(former) Ma.yor-Ingram·faction of- the white-community . 

. I attach a copy of his latest piece on.Memphis wl}j.ch 
appeared in the August ·16,-1968, issue of-Tima. 

. -. -. -·i
I-can not evaluate-Sartor's rc.liability~.c;,r._,~·· •••.•• --- .-. - .... - ._, ___ L 

~~nt__ ~f, hi.~--~~~~~~c~_s! hut: he is a "low key"~ fellow _who . . It16 0 "' apparently irrational or fanciful.··- He sctys-he··, .,,-..,~- - -"-· = ·· j"·--
- ~-...- . 1' •• -~ • ,. ·- a ~ • • 

t 
I 

! 
f 
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approached the allegations of a conspiracy with skepti­
cism (which I doubt), but that he is now largely persuaded 
ttiere was one. He declines (for the moment) to idenyify 
his sources, with three unimportant exceptions, beyond 
saying that they include four or five petty racketeers 
in Memphis, New Orleans, and elsewhere and one well 
placed protege of Carlos Marcellos in New Orleans. 

He comes to us, he says, primarily to assist 
iri ascertaining the truth, but also with the~pectation 

··or-hope tfiat-·we ·will feed· investigative results back to-· -I 
him. If that :is not possible, he would like to be given i· 
the story first or, failing that, no later than anyone 1, 

else. Ile has been spending most of his time on this 
since the assassination, but can not go much farther 
because some his sources have begun to ask for ·the kind 
of money or.protection that he is unable to provide. 

Charlie Stein, a petty racketeer connected with 
organized crime, contacted James Earl Ray in Loe Angeles 
and told him that there were people in New Orleans whom 
he ought·to talk to. Whether Stein happened upon Ray 
or sought him out knowing that he needed money .and was 
an escaped prisoner is not known, but Ray was told that 
the people he ought to talk to would help him with money 
and his fugitive status. 

Ray's contacts in New Orleans were with Mafia­
Cosa.Nostra representatives who referred him to Frank 
Leberto (or Liberto), a Memphis racketeer and lieutenant 
of Cams Marcellos, the Southern Mafia chieftan in New 
Orleans. Leberte owns or works at the Scott Street 
Produce Market where John McFerren of Somerville alleged­
ly overheard a man speaking on the telephone say, on or 
about the day of the assassination: •shoot him on ·the 
balccmy, shoot him anywhere; and go to_ New or.leans_ f o,.: 
your money, don't come back here." 

According to Sartor's informants, tha Cosa Nostra 
agreed to "broker" or to arrange the assassination, for 
an amount somewhat in excess of three hundred thous~nd 
dollars ($300,000), after they were contacted in the 
Northeast (New Jersey or Pennsylv·ania), by representatives 
of "Forever White", an elite organization of wealthy 
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segregationists with officers or subgroups in seven 
Southern states. The Mafia's (which Sartor used inter­
changeably with Cosa Nostra throughout the interview) 
interest was less the money than the investment-type 
opportunity presented, i.e., to get in a.position to 
·extract (or extort) governmental or other favors from 
some· well placed Southern white persons, including the 
KKK and White Citizens Councils. Quitman, Mississippi, 
was said by Sartor to be a possible base of "Forever 
White's" operations. 

, Claude Cockrell, allegedly a Memphis segre­ I 
gationist, extortionist, narcotics pusher, and petty 1· 

I 

racketeer, may have been a contact between the Mafia I 

and "Forever White." In any event, he is thought to 
have gone to Miami, Florida, between April 14 and 24, 
1968, where ~e may have picked up money to be delivered 
to Philadelphia or new Jersey. Cockrell also may have 
been instrumental in getting Ray out of Memphis after 
the assassination either by truck (according to Sartor's 
New Orleans informants) or in Cockrell's private plane, 
which is said to use a private landing.strip at Milling-

·ton and which.is piloted by one Joe Shafer. 

According to Sartor, Joe Cacameci (ph.) and 
tarry Mann (aka. Larry Manning and Larry Max), two pro­
fessional killers, are also involved. Joe Cacameci 
allegedly met James Earl Ray at a Lion Service Station 
in Memphis the day of or the night before the shooti.ng. 
Larry Mann has been saying that he works for Frank 
Leberte and is responsible.for Kgetting" James Earl 
Ray. ,~ccording to one of Sartor' s. New Orleans inform­
ants, James Earl Ray was seen at, or stayed at, the 
Pontotoc Hotel in Memphis approximately three days 
before the shooting. • 

.. The original plan was that Ray would be· arrest:.. 
ed immediately after the shooting, tried, and acquitted. 
There was a change, however, perhaps as late as an hour 
before the shooting, due to a mix-up involving the money. 

• Either the Mafia wanted li.rnat large until the balance 
of the. price was paid or, more likely, says Sartor, tho 
money was still in the North and the shares of those in 

https://shooti.ng
https://which.is
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Memphis (Leberto and others) had not been paid, and 
it was they who wanted Ray at large as a lever on higher­
ups in the rackets. 

In any event, Sartor's informants claim that 
Ray's escape from Memphis was engineered with the con­
nivance of several Memphis police officers who knew of 
the plot. After the money problem was resolved, Ray 
deliberately permitted himself to be arrested in London 
with the understanding that he will be acquitted in 
Memphis. However, another story has it that he will be 
killed in a holocaust which will endanger a large number 
of lives. 

Two aspects of the foregoing information per­
suade Sartor of its accuracy. First, he has received 
identical fragments of information independently frorn 
different sources. Secondly, several of his sources 
in Me.-nphis and New. Orleans have told him that agents 
of Bureau and non-Bureau Juctice Department represen­
tatives, including a man named (FNU) Voight, have in­
terviewed them.about the assassination. 

Sari~r took me to meet Pat Lyons who, according 
to Sartor, is a petty gambler with nources of information 
close to Frank Leberte. In my presence, Lyons repeated 
to Sartor that, according to nErnie" (Lyons did not give 
a last name), Ray met Joe Cacameci at a Lion Service 
Station on the night before or the day of the shooting. 
Lyons expressed concern for the safety of his wife and 
childreni I did not com..~ent or ask him any questions. 
He also said that the "talk" was that Ray would be 
acquitted. 

Sartor says that his informants will.probably 
be willing to talk to us, but that they will ask for 
money, immunity, or protection or all three. Because 
Sartor wants us to contact his principal inform~nts 
through him, he declined to identify any contacts except 
Lyons, Rev. Carl Basinger and Memphis policeman E. E. 
Redditt, below. 

:An additional, apparently unrelated, piece of 
information furnished by Sartor was that a little Negro 
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boy allegedly heard a shot and saw a man jump up from 
the bushes behind the rooming house (below the window 
area from which the shot is thought to have been fired) 
and run off. According to Sartor, the little boy has 
been identified and interviewed by Bureau agents and 
the Me:nphis Police Department. 

II 

During ourfi.rst conversation, on June 12, 1968, 
Sartor gave me the following fragments of allegations and 
information: 

l. Shortly after the killing, a bartender 
overheard some Memphis policemen say that there had 
been a "slip-µp," and that the assassination was orig­
inally scheduled to take place after the march for 
which Dr. King had returned to Memphis. When I asked 
Sartor about this in August, he said that one of his 
New Orleans informants had also referred to a similar 
change in plans. 

2. A minister, identified by Sartor in August 
as Rev. Carl Basinger, 1617 E. Moraland, Memphis, was 
advised by a ranking officer in the nemphis Police De­
part·ment (captain or above) not to go near Dr. King 
because something was going to happen to him. 

3. According to former Mayor Ingram (although 
my notes are not clear as to whether Sartor got this 
directly from him), a civilian was seen lying in the 
back of a police car iramediately after the shooting, 
and near Mulberry or Huling he got out of the police 
car, into another car, and was driven away. Sartor 
had nothin9 further on this in August . 

• 
4. John McFerren, the Negro civil rights 

activist from Somerville, Tennessee, overheard part of 
a telephone conversation at the Scott Street Produce 
Market in which the speaker allegedly made the con.~ents 
noted above. Shortly thereafter, McFerren was visited, 
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for no apparent reason, by a T!lan named.Powers from 
New Orleans. Sartor had nothing further on this in 
August. 

S. An unidentified Negro policeman was moved 
from his assignment at the Fire Station (and Police 
Tactical Unit Station) at about 5:00 p.m. on the day 
of the assassination. According to Sartor, the Dis­
patcher told the policeman to move two or three times 
during the afternoon, but he did not do so until e:<-. 
plicitly advised to that effect by a superior. In 
August, Sartor identified the policeman as E. E. 
Redditt and said that Redditt had broken off an inter­
view with Sartor after starting to discuss his move 
from the station. 

6. Two Negro firemen were moved from the 
station a day or two before the shooting. One of them 
has reportedly told friends that, two or three days 
before Dr. King was shot, a telescope or binoculars 
were set up on a tripod in the fire station and focused 
on the Lorraine Motel balcony. In August, Sartor said 
that one fireman left the Department or was suspended 
shortly after the shooting, and that he has been unable 
to locate either of them. J!e 4d not have their nai-nes. 

7. Memphis Chief of Detectives, W. P. Houston, 
called the Lorraine Motel in the early afternoon of 
April 4 and spoke· to a maid named Delores (LNU). He 
inquired about stationing detectives there, and the 
maid said that the manager would call back. Ile did not; 
nor did Houston. Sartor says that former Mayor Ingram 
provided this information. 

Sartor was unable during either interview to 
relate the foregoing allegations to his conspiracy theory, 
but he says that some of it, and other information pos­
sessed by former Hayer Ingram concerning corruption in 
the Police Department, suggest that a number of officers 
may have known of or participated in the conspiracy-­
because they were bribed or feared exposure. 

• I told Sartor that I would report his information 
to my superiors. 
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TENNESSEE 

EXECUTIVE CHAMBER 
NASHVILLE 37219

8UF"ORD ELLINGTON WILLIAM L. BARRY 

Gove:RNOR EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT 

October 25, 1968 

The Honorable Fred M. Vinson, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20530 

Dear General Vinson: 

Governor Ellingt'on has directed me to acknowledge your letter of 
October 22 concerning the extradition of James Earl Ray and the bill in 
the amount of $9,214.60 submitted by the Air Force for the transportation 
of Ray to Memphis, Tennessee. 

It has been assumed by this office that the Federal Government would defray 
the cost incurred in the transportation of this prisoner. The method of trans­
portation was determined exclusively by federal authorities and although the 
amount of the billing is not questioned, it does appear that this is an obligation 
of the United States. As you note in your letter, Tennessee has already 
defrayed the cost of counsel in London. 

W (; appreciate your suggestion that it would be inequitable for the entire 
burden of this expense to be imposed on the State of Tennessee. It does 
not appear that Missouri is prepared to share in it, but if you think it in 
order to contact Governor Hearnes directly, please do not hesitate to do 
so. Governor Ellington would appreciate your reaction to our position. 

This offic~ is prepared to discuss this matter further at your pleasure and 
convenience. 

WLB:dlg 

https://9,214.60
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(Ed. 4-25-65) 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

MemorandumEYES ONLY 

TO The Attorney General DATE: July 11, 1968 

FROM~ Fred Mo Vinson, JrO 

Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division 

SUBJECT: James Earl Ray 

This is an interim report on plans being formulated for the trans -
portation of James Earl Ray from the time we get custody in England until 
he is turned over to authorities in Shelby County, Tennessee. This is in 
the form of an interim report for we are still actively working on several 
aspects of the plano I would suggest that only you, myself and Tully be 
aware of these plans here in the Department, and Mr.. Rosen of the FBI has 
told me that only those persons in the Bureau necessary to the plan will be 
acquainted with it .. 

1.. Aircraft - I discussed our requirements with Secretary of the 
Air Force Brown who designated John Steadman., General Counsel of Air 
Force, as the person responsible for working out the details. I have con­
ferred with Mr o Steadman and Col. Burleson, who has operational command 
of the Special Air Missions force.. S0 Ao M0 has available five C-135 air­
craft, a transport version of the Boeing 707, whia can fly non-stop from 
London to Memphis with five hours of reserve cruising time. The trip 
from London to Memphis in one of these planes will take approximately 
10 hours.. This plane can easily land at the Memphis Naval Air Station, 
but there are only two airports near London from which it can take off--· 
Heathrow, the commercial air field and Mildenhall, a military field about 
60 miles from London.. Regardless of which air field is used, there will 
be necessity for security measures between Wandsworth Prison and the 
airport, and Heathrow, the commercial airport, would pose many additional 
security problemso Therefore, my recommendation is that the military 
airport be used, even though it means an additional 40 minutes of road 
travel. The Air Force will need 24-hours notice and proposes to fly a 
C-135 from Andrews Air Force Base to the military airport near London 
with a double crew on board (approximately 14 men). They propose to 
have an acceptable cover story for their flight and will land near London 
approximately two hours before the anticipated trip back, which will give 
them adequate time to refuel and service the plane.. The crew will be 
chosen at the last minute from approximately 110 airmen, all of whom 
have Top Secret clearance.. The crew will not know the purpose of the 
mission .. 

EYES ONLY 
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At the London end, only Major General Lawrence So Lightner, 
Commanding General of the Third Air Force!) South Ruislip, London, and 
one aide of his will be advised of the missiono Geno Lightner is in 
Washington and will be briefed by the General Counsel of the Air Force 
prior to his departure for London late this weeko John Minnick, Legal 
A ttache at our Embassy in London is to contact Geno Lightner some time 
the week of July 15 in order to work out such details as the need to be met 
at the gate of the military base and escorted directly to the aircrafto 

The plane itself appears to be ideally suited for this sort of missiono 
The crew quarters and bunks are forward and the aft compartment seats 16 
personso The only problem is the presence of the galley at the rear of the 
aircraft which will necessitate one or two stewards going through the aft 
compartment several times during the flighto 

On the return flight the aircraft will file a flight plan for an east 
coast airport, but will overfly that airport and proceed to the Memphis 
Naval Air Stationo 

The trip should be planned in order to arrive in Memphis during 
the middle of the nighto Optimum departure time from the London airport 
would be midnight, with an arrival time in Memphis of 4 a. m. 

2o Exit and Entry Arrangements - The Air Force advises that it 
will probably not be necessary to have the crew of the plane processed at 
either end for they will not leave the military base in London. It will be 
necessary, however, to have the escort officers and Ray processedo 

At the London end, the Consul General of our Embassy will issue 
a certificate of identity to Rayo The Legal Attache, Mr. Minnick, will make 
arrangements to have the escort party and Ray processed out of Englando 

At this end, Commissioner Farrell of INS has advised me that upon 
a few hours notice, he can have one representative at a place of our choice 
equipped to handle the immigration, public health, and custody requirements 
for entry into this country o 

· 3o Ground Transportation - At the London end, Mr .. Minnick will 
have the responsibility of coordinating with Scotland Yard and prison authorities 
in order to afford secure transportation from the prison to the airporto 
Depending upon circumstances at that time, consideration is being given to 

EYES ONLY 
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a decoy transport or other means whereby Ray's departure from prison can 
be camouflagedo 

At the Memphis end of the trip, the authorities are only being told 
that Ray's prison quarters soould be ready late in Julyo Bureau of Prisons 
representatives have gone over with me and with Shelby County officials 
detailed plans for Ray's detention there. These appear to be very satis­
factory to all concernedo 

The FBI plans to send one of the escort officers to Memphis some 
time within the next weeko He, together with the SAC in Memphis, will 
work out detailed arrangements for the transport of Ray from the airport 
to jail, as well as the precise place where custody will be transferred to 
state authorities (either at the airport or at the jail)o 

4o Personnel 

A. Escort party - At present, plans call for the escort 
party to consist of 4 FBI agents, with Mr o Minnick in charge. One of the 
agents included in the party will be a gentleman who is thoroughly familiar 
with the entire investigati.on. 

B. Physician - The Air Force will furnish a flight surgeon 
for the flighto He will give Ray a physical as soon as the aircraft is boarded 
and in turn will examine him just prior to surrender of custody to state 
authorities in Memphiso 

C. Aircrew - As previously stated, approximately 14 
persons will be selected to crew the plane out of a pool of 110 men at Andrews. 
In the nature of things these men cannot be selected until we give the 24-hour 
notice required by the Air Forceo This means that the crew cannot be given 
a comprehensive security check, but this appears to be balanced off by the 
fact that all have Top Secret clearance and none will know the nature of the 
mission until just before the plane takes off from London for the return trip. 

5. Miscellaneous 

A. Food - Food required on the aircraft for the trip from 
London will be supplied by Mr. Minnick, Legal Attache, for Ray and the 
escort party. There will be no cutlery and only paper plates, paper cups, 
etc. 11 will be used. 

EYES ONLY 
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Bo Restraining Devices - These will be usedo The FBI 
tentatively tells me they plan to use handcuffs, leg irons and a lead chaino 
Furthermore, Ray will never be out of the sight or reach of at least two of 
the escort party o 

Co Escort Party - The names of the escort party must be 
furnished to the State Department for inclusion within a letter from our 
Ambassador in London to the Home Office just prior to the final execution 
of the extradition order o 

Do Clothing and Search of Ray - Mr o Minnick, Legal 
Attache, will be responsible for furnishing a complete change of clothes for 
Rayo He will be stripped entirely of his present clothing upon boarding the 
aircraft, will be strip searched, and will be given the new clothing for the 
trip backo Mr o Minnick will arrange to receipt for any personal belongings 
with the prison authorities in London and in turn will obtaini a receipt when 
custody is surrendered in Memphiso He will also have a document signed 
by the state authorities in Memphis acknowledging receipt of custody of Rayo 

Eo Arrangements with Memphis Naval Air Station - No 
advanced notice need be given to the Air Station of the intent to land thereo 
Depending upon arrangements for transfer of custody and transport of the 
prisoner from the Air Station to the jail in Memphis, however, it may be 
necessary to liaison (just in advance of the landing) with the Commanding 
Officer of the Air Stationo 

F o Extradition Order - The last formality in the 
extradition process is the signing of a formal order by the Home Secretary 
in Englando I intend to take up with him, either personally or through the 
Embassy, the possibility of this order being executed late one evening 
following which the transfer of custody can be made, with no publicity 
being accorded the order until the following day, when presumably the 
prisoner will be safely in Shelby County o 

Go Press - There should be absolute secrecy with respect 
to our plans and our timingo With luck., we can get away from London without 
public knowledgeo If there should be a leak, we can still maintain the security 
of the trip between the prison in London and Mildenhall airporto There have 
already been inquiries of the Department and of the Embassy by the press 
and these have been handled with a "no comment" o However, we should 
prepare, well in advance, a press release, as to which we can fill in dates 
and issue a release once Ray is safely ensconced in the Shelby County jailo 

EYES ONLY 
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I have prepared only an original and two copies of this memorandumo 
I would suggest that you keep your copy in your safeo My copy is in my safe 
and I am sending the other copy to Mr o Hoover with the request that it be 
held closely o 

EYES ONLY 
- 5 -
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UNITED STATES GOV r.RNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO Attorney General DATE: September 27, 1968 - • 

yrl E. Alexander 
irector, Bureau of Prisons 

SUBJECT: James Earl Ray 

Our Correctional Supervisor on detail in Memphis advised 
us earlier today that Ray will appear in court this afternoon or 
Monday in connection with a motion alleging excessive security 
in the jail. Specifically mentioned in the motion are the lights 
throughout the cellblock and the closed circuit T. V. monitor. 

No problems are anticipated with either the motion or the 
court appearance. 

RECEIVED 

SEP 2 71968 

NEY G~ 

l ~ /~~ 
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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Myrl told me today they will keep their 

man there through the trial. 

ti) 
Fred Vinson 
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• Memo to: The Attorney Oener 911 

Attached report re James Earl Ray 
and the Shelby Co. Jail. 

J. J. Clark maintains continuous 
contact with the situation there. 

I'd be inclined to OK the withdrawal 
of our man from the re until the time of the 
trial. 

But if you prefe &would feel more 
assured if he were to st y ther~. will do. 

Myrl E. Alexander 

1l. &. llurrau of 'llttisons 

MYRL E. ALEXAND DIRECTOR 
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UNITED STATES GO ...lNMENT DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Memorandum 
TO Myrl E. Alexander, Director DATE: September 12, 1968 

,r 
,, ,cg(I. {. ("' 

FROM J. J. / latk, Administrator of Correctional Services 

SUBJECT: Security Arrangements 
Shelby County Jail, Memphis, Tennessee 

We have been assisting local officials in Memphis since 
June 9 with the security and safekeeping of James Earl Ray. As you 
will recall, I made a detailed study of the Shelby County Criminal 
Court Building and Jail in early June. The authorities in Memphis 
accepted and implemented our recommendations. 

We detailed one of our top Correctional Supervisors in early 
June to develop regulations and procedures to cover our recommenda­
tions. He has now completed this phase of the assignment. 

We acted in an advisory capacity during the conversion of the 
facilities. In addition, we formulated a training program and oriented 
officers selected for the security detail. Our Supervisor has been 
kep: on the site to maintain audits on the operation, to avoid complacency 
and act as liaison between Memphis authorities and the Bureau of 
Prisons. He is presently assisting Jail personnel in writing procedures 

~.I' for the entire facility which includes a new control room operation,
W key control, tool control, etc. 

I At this point, I feel we can return our Correctional Supervisor 
~ to his regular duty station as all details pertinent to the security of Ray 

' are completed. 

I am certain Sheriff Morris will make the request that we 
return to Memphis to assist with security procedures at the time of 
trial which starts November 12. We have obtained a metal detecting 
device we plan to use at that time. In addition, we have loaned several 
other pieces of equipment such as gas masks· and smoke masks to the 
authorities at the Jail. This equipment will be returned to us on comple­
tion of the operation. 
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Ramsey: 

Our Correctiona 
assigned to Memphis indicates that the 
inmate letter to the editor of the 
Memphis Press is without foundation. 
He informed us this morning that there 
are no security problems or inmate 
unrest concerning the food. 

SEP 201968 *· 
~ 

'1)-D_RNEYG(~t.~~ 

September 19, 1968 



,_ _... 
Form No. G,IJ 
(Ed. 3-9-6J) From 

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

Deputy Attorney General ....................... . 
Solicitor General ............................. . 
Executive Assistant to the Attorney General ..... . 
Assistant Attorney General, Antitrust .......... . 
Assistant Attorney General, Tax ............... . 
Assistant Attorney General, Civil .............. . 

, Assistant Attorney General, Lands . . . . . . . .... . 
Assistant Attorney General, Criminal. .......... . 
Assistant Attorney General, Legal Counsel. ..... . 
Assistant Attorney General, Internal Security ..... 1 

Assistant Attorney General, Civil Rights ........ . 
Administrative Assistant Attorney General ....... . 
Director, FBI .......................... •...... . 
Director, Bureau of Prisons.................... x x 
Director, Office of Alien Property .............. . 
Commissioner, Immigration and Naturalization .. . 
Pardon Attorney .............................. . 
Parole Board ................................ . 
Board of Immigration Appeals ... -.............. . 
Special Assistant for Public Information ....... . 
Records Administration Office ................. . 

For the attention of Mr. Myrl Alexander_____.....________....._~ 

9/18/68 Would you ask J. J. Clark to 
find out if this creates any 

.REMARKS: secu:tity problems in connection 
with James Earl Ray. 

aG 
~R.C. 

~0 
!,JP.I-29C . _/

-:. • CRAY> (/
MUIPnIS--OTHERPRISONERS IN THE SHELBY COUNTYJAIL WATCHTHEIR FOOD 

GROWCOLD WHILE GUARDS GIVE JAMES EARL RAY RED CARPET TREATMENT,AN 
INMATECOMPLAINEDYESTERDAY. 

"IT'S JUST A MATTER OF TIME BEFORE ALL HELL BREAKS LOOSE" SAID 
CHARLESLINDQUISTi CONFINED TO THE JAIL ON ARMED ROBBERYCHARGES•//

RAY, THE ACCUS~D SLAYERor MARTINLUTHERKING, IS LODGEDIN A 
SPECIAL CELL AWAITING TRIAL IN NOVEMBER. 

"SINCE JAMES E. RAY HAS BEEN HERE" LINDQUISTSAID IN A LETTF.R TO 
THE MEMPHIS PRESS-SCIMITAR,"ON MANt OCCASIONS THEY (GUARDS> HAVE 

SET OUR FOOD ON THE BENCHES IN FRONTor OUR CELLS ••• 
"THEY USUSALLY STAY••• FOR ABOUT 20 MINUTESAND, WHILE 72 MEN'S FOOD 

GETS COLD THEY SNEAK IN RAY'S••• 
•WHENTAEY GET FINISHED WITH RAY AND OUR FOOD IS COLD1 • LINDQUIST 

wROTE~"THEY OPEN BACK UP, AND COME AROUNDAND UNLOCK OUR DOORS SO 
WE CAN EAT.• 
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MEMORANDUM GENERALFOR THE ATTORNEY 

Re: Order of Judge Battle with 
respect to the statements of 
persons connected with the 
James Earl Ray case to the 
press 

I do not know whether you have seen the 
attached order of Judge Battle, which you un­
doubtedly saw reported in the press. 

I have brought the order to the attention 
of any persons working with the Ray investigation
in the Division. 

I see no need for the Department to take any
action with respect to the order other than to make 
every effort to comply with it. 

~~ 
. POLLAK 
orney General 
ts Division 



August 9, 1968 

MEMORANDUM GENERALFOR THE ATTORNEY 

Re: Order ot Judge Battle with 
respect to ihe statements ot 
p~r•ons connected with the 
James Earl 1\a.y caee to the 
press 

I do not know whether you have aeen the 
attached order of Judge Battle, which you un­
doubtedly aaw repor~ in the press. 

I h&ve brought the order to the attention 
ot any persons working with the by investigation
in the Division. 

I see no need tor the Dep rtment to take any
action with respect to the order other than to make 
every etf'ort to comply-with 1t. 

STEPHENJ. POLLAK 
Aaaietant Attorney General 

Civil Rights D1T1aion 



IN THE ½-<MINAL COURT or SHELBYco Y, TENNESSEE ,,,, 
-JFJ.//-/51-l'l-7 

·STATE ~ TENNESSEE I 
! '. I NO. 16645 Murder First De{lrc§~ 

vs. I 
I NO. 16819 Carrying Dangerour Weapon 

JAMES~ARL RAY I l1_--i1_ 
~.£',,..Alias Eric Starvo Galt, I RTMENTOf iw··rAlias John Willard, l 

Alias Harvey LO\.;meyer, I 
Alias Harvey Lowmyer. I 3; AUG 2 1968 

.J 

0 R D E R 

In this cause, the Court having heretofore appointed a 

committee of eight mernb6rs of the Bar to act as arnici curiae 

and said comrni t_tee having this day filed a report that there is 

probable cause to believe that this Court's Order of July 18, 

196~ as amended July 23, 1968, has been violated by certain 

.individuals in cert a in circumstances, to-wit: 
• " 

(1) Certain statements attributed to Arthur B. Hanes, Esq., 

to the effect that the shooting of Doctor Martin Luther iing; Jr. 

·involves :a Communist conspiracy, to the effect that his cliontf s 
f·

rights were being trampled in Jail, and to the effect that ·h·in~e1-f • 

his family and servants are being threatened by_"them", as quoted 

in thc_Mcmphis Press Scimitai of Saturday, July 27, 1968, and the 
•' 

Commercial Appeal of Sunday, July 28, 1968; 

(2) Certain statements in Memphis Press s~imitar of 
,11· • 

.. ?--~.---~··.July27, 1968, attributed to William Morris, Sher.if£ of Shelby 

County, Tenncsiee, concerning the cost and expenses for the security 
•of the prisoner and the treatment of the prisoner, and the • 

prisoner's demeanor an<l atti tuclc while in confinement. 

(3) Certain statements appearing in the _Memphis Press 

Scimit~r of Saturday, July 27, 1968_, attributed to 

Russell X. Tl1ompson, Esq. concernin~ his opinion as to the guilt or 

innocence of the defendant. ,-

and said report further pointing out that to the extent th.:i.t 

Rams cy Clark, At torncy General of the Uni tcd Sta tcs is a ' 1La\•! 

Enforcement Officcr' or 11a lawyer p[lrticipating in this cnsc 11 thro1.·1;h1 

his stnff assistants, office associvtcs, :invf~stiR~tors or c1:1ployces1 

u. lcr hi!:, supervision, the statements nttributccl to him :rnd t:!-J.c 

United States Depart1:1cnt of Justice as r~fr::rrt:.:l to in the C0mn;crcLll 
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of July 28, 196~ are in probable violation of the principles 

set 

86 

out in Sheppard vs. Maxwell, 384.U.S. 
. SC.:....,'.JJ/Jft<._h.n-.:J$ f~~ ... ) 

S. Ct. 1507 (1966)M to the effect that 

333, 

there 

16 L.Ed. 

was no 

2ri 600, 

evidence 

of a conspiracy in the shooting of Doctor Martin Luther King, Ji. 

, 

.t 
1 
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!The ·court, in the interest of preserving the constitutional 

rights of all concerned and protectinq the orderly preparatjon 

an~ p~ogress of the trial, reserves further inquiry and· 

disposition of each and all of the above instances until 

a later date. 

And whereas it is the desire of the Court to avoid any 

possible misunderstanding of its orders heretofore made, said 

_orders of July 18 and July 23 respectively are herewith 

supplemented as follows: 

All lawyers participating in ·this case, their assistants, 

associates, staff members, investigators and employees under 

their supervi~ion and control, Co~nty Medical Examiner,.. 
Jury Commissioners,,. Criminal Court Clerk, ·county Sheriff, I· . . , 

. . 

Police Officials and other law enforcement off ic_ers, employees 
• I 

of this Court and all other persons employed in the "Criminal' 
. . 

Courts Buildirigs", their.associates, deputies, assistant~,-

staff members and personnel under their supervision and control, 

are forbidden to take part in interviews or press conf~rences 

for publicity and are enjotned.from making extra-judicial 

statements about this case which involve: {1) the ~Grsonal 

belief of the Declarant as to the_ guilt or innocence of the 

accused; {2) the plan·s of the D~clarant relating to the 

preparation or conduct of the trial, the theory, techniques 

and strategy of the Declarant in the preparation and trial of 

·the case; (3) the jurors or potential jurors who may serve; 

(4) the comments of the Declarant about the merits of the case 

and about any evidence which may be presented; (5) the 

credibility of or information concerning any known or intended 

witnesses or the treatment, acts and attitude of the defendant 1 

J and are further enjoined from making any and all other statements 

which may be pr.ejudicial to a fair trial by an impartial jury 

in this case,. whether specified herein or not. 
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All persons or entities subje~t to this Order who feel 

aggrieved by anything herein contained are hereby admonish~d /. 
: 

that any such" grievances or complaints should be. judi_cially 

presented. 

The Court recognizes the wide and pervasive publicity. . . 

which has bee~ and will be an inevitable incident.of this 

tiial. The Court furthe~ recognizes that'.the;e are many 

individuals who are beyond the jurisdiction of this Court, but 

who may be interested in the outcome of this trial, and w1:iose 

statements may have been violative of this Order had the Court 

jurisdiction oyer· such parties. As to such persons, the Court 
I 

urges self-imposed compli.::i.nce with this Order·i11 the interests 
I ,

of a fair trial to the defendant and to the State of Tennessee. 
I 
I 

In accordance therewith the Cqurt orders a tertified copi 

of this Order to be sent hy the Clerk of this Court to all 

persons named herein or subject hereto, _and all newspapers of 

general circulation, radio and television stations within the 

Judge, Division III 
Criminal Court of Shelby County, Tennessee 

t ... 

https://incident.of


STA.TE OF TENNESSEE l 
Shelby County 

• I, J.A. BLACKWEL1:,, Clerk of the Criminal Courts of Shelby County, Tennessee, 

do hereby c~rtif y that the foregoing................ .. ................................................:.f.Qv.R.C~J. pages of writing contain a full, 
Order on Contempt of Court 

• complete, true and perfect copy of .¥11Xl1-rux!)Y1:£Ce.ci{"ll'gshad in the case of the State of 

. Tennessee, vs. ·• - • • ·.riocket No .. !~~~.?..)..j.§_-~J.9. 

JAMES EARL RAY ,................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 

' 

Indictm~nt for ....... MURDERIN ... T~ FIRST .. DEGREE .. A .. DANGEROUS.JIEAPON .' ... .- • ........ .... ... ..& .. CARRYING ........... ..... • .......... 

. 
as the same now appears on file, and of record· in my oftice. 

I 

WITNESS my hand and the seal of said Court, at office in Memphis, 

thi.s,the ..... • }9.~.~·············day !t!.~X.........................................19§~·-··..... of ................ 

J.A. BLACKWELL, Clerk 

SEAL By: ......................... : ..................................................... _ ·-··-·················D.C.................... .. 
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Since this memorandum was dictated, I have 

been advised that an interchange between counsel 

and the court indicates that July 29 may be the 

hearing date. 
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UNITED STATES GOVER-.--.MENT D°'EPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Memorandum 
TO JUL 9 1968: Attorney General 

FROM r Fred Mo Vinson, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division 

SUBJECT: Extradition of James Earl Ray 

Attached, for your information, is a summary version 
of the opinion rendered by the Bow Street Magistrate in the 
above matter o No verbatim copy is available, and this version 
results from1:lgolicitor's clerk's work. I will soon have the,.. 
summary of the entire proceeding forwarded to me from London 
which I will furnish to yoUo 

Thought you might be interested in the following 
timetable: 

Ray has until July 17 to file a petition for habeas corpus 
with the Divisional Courto His counsel, Mr o Frisby, indicated 
to me that it would be filed, and it is my guess it won't be until 
the time has about expiredo Following that, copies of the petition 
are furnished to our counsel and a hearing set, which is ordinarily 
within 5 days of the receipt of the petitiono Therefore we should 
plan on a hearing sometime early in the week of July 220 The 
hearing is not anticipated to take more than one day, and it is 
the custom of the court to hand down an opinion immediately 
upon conclusion of the hearingo 

Assuming a decision adverse to Ray, in order to take 
an appeal to the House of Lords, Ray must first get a certificate 
from the Divisional Court to the effect that important legal 
issues are present and need to be decided in the case (Request 
for such a certificate must be made immediately)o If he obtains 
no certificate, the matter is closedo 

If he obtains such a certificate, he must then move the 
Divisional Court for leave to appeal to the House of Lordso If 
granted, he has a maximum of 6 weeks to lodge his appeal, but 
this period may be reduced by the Divisional Courto 

J/J. 1('_• t~<.. ~ 
~--~~~--~__ /_'_ I 
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If Ray obtains a certificate but the Divisional Court 
does not give leave to appeal, he then has 4 weeks to petition 
the House of Lords for leave to file an appealo 

I might add that our English counsel is of the opinion 
that a certificate, necessary to take further appeals, will not 
be granted in this case. 

Deputy Attorney General 
Nat Lewin, Civil Rights Division 



.EXTRADITION OF Jl\MES EARL RAY 

,TlJDGMENT OF MR, F, MILTON 

After _telling the court of the Statement mciie 

by Sneyd in the lunch recess in which the accused reiterated 

his. denial of Mr. nutler's evidence ?md said that he had 

requested an zi.udicncc with Mr. Arthur. Haynes which had been 

denied him, the Magistrate said that this Statement could not 

.:i.lter his decision .. I-Ie knew nothing of its contents, and it . 

was sufficient that the St~'.'temcnt had been made. In· any case 

only an English Lawyer has a right of·. audience in an Engli 9h. 

Court, and in fact the case for the accused could not have 

been put more_persuasively. 

Mr. Milton said that the United States was 
. 

seeking Extradition for two· offenc"es: • one ~~<ping that he is·· 

James Earl Ray, convicted in 1960 for robbery in the fir.st 

degree, the other alleging that he murdered Dr. King in 

Tennessee. In delivering his judgment he had considered the 

following points:-

l. Was there such evidence as would enable him 
t 

to·commit the accused for trial had the alleged offence taken . , 

place in England. His answer to this was"yes". and this was 

··not contested by the defence.· 

2. He now cc::une ·to the question of robbery by means 

of a dangerous and a deadly weapon. Mr. Frisby.had contended 

that this is no~ ~n Extradition crime, although it is clear 

that robbery with violence is such a crime. Mr. Frisby had 

h1,t
conceded that the point was tec!'lnical, that Mr. Milton felt 

that it was right.to t~ke th'7 point as the liberty of the 

individual was in question.· In the Missouri Statutes the 

https://right.to
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crime was robbery in the fir.st degree. In our Larceny Act, 186i • 
o-f

the offence with robbery with vioience was ·1umped together with 

armed robbery in the same section (Section 43). The Schedule 

to the Act of 1870 and the treaty embrace. these offences 

comprehensively, ~d in this instance one should look at Scct.i,on 

56 of tho LA 1861. which deals with v:1rious types of breaking,. . ' ' 

whereu.s the Act and the Treu.ty only refer to house-breaking. It 

,had been held elsewhere that. shop-breaking included other types 

of breaking. Inour·Larceny Ac'I;, 1916 robbery wi~h violence and 
/' J 

armed robbery were part of the same scc~iori and the sruncpunishment 

applied to both. Mr. Milton therefore held that this w~s an 

Extraditon offence. 

..3. Mr. Milton .then came to the murder charge. He· 
I 

said that the defence Counsel had'been very persuasive, that 

there had been much argument as to what was 
, ! 

·an.offence of a 

political character. He said that many would say that such an· 

act cannot be defined. 

It had been said that Dr. King was a_ nationally· 

·known and controversial figure and whilst h~s campaigning wa~· 

itself non-violent,violence had often resulted from his activities. 

Mr. Milton had been asked to s~y that ~he murder of Dr. King 

was a political offence._fuo .t·o hold however would be to extend 
.. 
the meaning of the Act and the case law too far. Even in Lord 

Reid's .speech (~pon which .the Defence had relied) passages that 

were quoted fall far short of including murder (i.e. this type 

of murder) as a political act L-Mr.Milton then read part of. 

Lord Reid's speech_/. Mr. Milton said.that although this went 

further than Castioni it fell .short of bringing into the definition 

of a political act what on th~ face of it is an individual act 

committed in the absence of insurrection in a country which is· 

a democracy and where normal electoral· procedures prevail. 



... .., 

3. 

Milton referred 'to Lord Radcliffe's speech on page 591-. 

I-Ie said that none. of these conceptions covered the case of 

the assassination of a man who although influential was not 

in ch~rge of the government, , nor took part in a c.unpaign to 

get rid of tho government. Even if there h.id been such cv.i <lenco 

• Mr. Milton w.is more than doubtful .:i.s to the success of such 

a campaign to get rid of the government .. 

Mr. Milton said th~t the accused had denied 
' . i ' .. 

doing it. If this,and_ the evidence that the person who was 

Mo..d.'2., o.f'?t.1."\ ~) 
killed was a political figure(whi~h caused it a political s~·nse 

:-. ' 

was the only evidence put forward Mr. Milton was not satisfied 

with it. Both the submissions fail and the accused would be· 

committed to prisori to await Extradition·. However, the accused 

had fifteen days in which to'apply for H?J;>eas Corpus. The 

accused would be granted an emergency legal aid certificate, 

and on t,he English charges· would be remanded in custody until'.· 

9th July, 
• '· 

• I 

• 
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Pred M. Vtu , Jr. • .. ·72·662Aaaiata Att 1 ~-- ......·nl 
t8/5/68Crimlaal Dirial 
FMV:mfc 

Aaaaaablatloa of 
nill D!i, Jr. 

Tina la 10 furtber r 
July 31, 1968, and my loa.uae 
Age LODIof A t 1, 
pl"'ftlM!N!!utl ot JIIJDn Earl aa,. 

I aaaume tbat SAC Jelllae Ql,oortu:Dltf 
to contaet Mr. Ceaele, dae ......-,.~ Attorney ral of Shelby 
Couty, Teueaaee, ud •• app•'rll-- 111mof tbe acape ud 
exteac of.dae I ral lnve•1,1uad 

Tll1a will uthorlze you to rel • all reaulta of. 
your 1.Jweatipti to Mr. Canal whlcb are relevut for 
trial p,...-.n.,....s,prav11.a JOU bay term1D tbat auch 
rel ae will D<JCd1acl011ethe 1 Cf of coafldntlal laformanta 
or coaftdeatlal ve.rtptl•• teclllll41U91a. Tb19coaperatlola 
1• deemed to N la t intereata of. J1191:iee. 

Thi• Will alao ac.lblG•I rour memonndum ot 
AlflU8t 5, 1968, titled aa alkwe. Tld• wm adriae that die 
r·-nrr atu1Aed fr cotlaad Y: cl may be dluemiwed 
to Mr. Ca le. 

ID conaec tiOD with DOl:unaem.No. 9 8PEMme:teGto tut 
npon. I aote that "S-, '•" poe-•lou, •• liatect. include 
one Barela:,• Bankal1p ill name of yd. I would appr~-• 
belaa lDfor wbat aon of bant traNictioa 18reprea 

Records by tbi ■ doc .. ------ , 
Chron Vinson ✓ 
Poretz Attorney General 
Kossack Deputy Attorney General 

o 

, COIICelrnlllit 

ECENED 

AUfJ,.. \968 
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Directer 
Federal lllreau at.m·ea1saan• 

Precl M. Vlllllaa. Jr. 
A•.tatut Att•ae, Ceaeral 
Crlnd111&1Olrialoa 

Aa-lMlt• of 
Mania Ltlltllilw !!!f• Jr_. 

JIJL 81 19S, 

t7/31/68 
FMV:mfc 
144-72-662 
95-100-473 

Tbla wlll acaowl 
1968, tided aa ocwe. 

It aaJ well lie dllt Mr. CaMle. tile State Attorney 
Geaeral ot n,, C'.GU111Y,~--•llaee, will w to amt 
lteme 1 od 6 lleted la diet mem,orai1GUIn. I would oubt 
dlat be would••• uae tor tbe ocber •erlal, but would 
appreclaae lt lf yau would make knon to ldm lt• valJabtltr,. 

I >Oketo Mr. Caaale aeftftl w . u ap. aadbe 
tadlcated to me dlat lie wouldaOCJDcomme:ace trial prepare• 
UOL A adlatallllal amount of die MtGelacewbtdl I am sure 
lie will ••• to orc,aw::eat trtal comea about darOllp die 
t•eul•e PII I• l t lato dll1 matter, •• well •• PII 
IMoratozy wort. I would aug tllat It mipr M timely 
to ban Mr. SACi concact Mr. Ca•leJftl.ea. Me1111111d8, 
to bt aure dlat Ile I• aware of die ecc,pe aad extear ol dae 
federal bweattp ud to proffer btm what er aul•taace 
lae nqldna. 

Recorfla 
Mr. Vinson 
Mr. Poretz 

l,--MtOt"oey General 

~-
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GSA GEN. REG. NO. r, 0UNITED STATES GO-VERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO Attorney General Ramsey Clark DATE: June 11, 1968 ___......-- ____ 

o~f\CE. OF r,-,r:··-... 
_ . l -~Myrl E. Alexander f RECEIVED \.~ Director, Bureau of Prisons 

* JUN 1 11968 * 
SUBJECT: Security Arrangements 

Shelby County Jail, Memphis, Tennessee -'1~ -...-v/ 
'~ 

On Sunday, June 9, we arranged for two Bureau of Prisons 
representatives to go to Memphis to consult with local officials about 
plans for the safekeeping of James Earl Ray whenthe latter has been 
extradited to Tennessee. The staff members are: Mr. J. J. Clark, our 
supervisor of institutional custodial services; and Mr. Hubert Raney, 
our most experienced jail inspector. • 

On Monday, Messrs. Clark and Raney met with Mr. Lloyd Rhodes, 
Administrative Assistant to the Attorney General of Tennessee; Mr. Ray 
Nixon, Chief Deputy Sheriff; and Mr. Harry Parker, Chief Jailer. During 
the day they inspected the jail and thereafter made a preliminary report. 

They advise that the Shelby County Jail is adequate. It 
contains a very secure maximum custody cell-block in which the defendant 
may be housed apart from other prisoners. The physical relationship 
between the jail and courthouse will permit moving the defendant to and 
from court without the necessity of his being taken out of doors. 

The quarters in which the defendant will be housed face windows 
which open on the street. Across the street is the county building. It 
will be necessary to establish controls over access to those portions of 
the building which face the security section of the jail. In addition, 
present plans involve the installation of a protective screen within the 
jail which will insure the defendant's safety from attack from the outside. 

Initial impressions of the jail staff and personnel are good. 
Both believe that a sound plan for safe-guarding Ray is feasible. They 
have obtained floor plans of the jail and will work out details for the 
assignment of personnel; the establishment of check points; and the like. 
They are also checking locking devices, food services and other important 
details. On June 12, they will meet with the five members of the criminal 
court bench to review plans for maintaining security in the courtroom. 

Development of detailed plans will require two or three days 
and Mr. Clark will keep us advised of progress an~ of any problems which 
arise. I will keep you in touch. 

l ~ . 
Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON, D,C, 20535ln Reply, Please Ref er to 
File No. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
JUNE 8, 1968 

Attorney General Ramsey Clark today announced that 

J'ames Earl ·Ray, an escaped convict being sought in connection with 

the fatal shooting of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. , in 

Memphis, Tennessee, on April 4, 1968, has been located in London, 

England. 

FBI Director John Edgar Hoover said .that Ray, who 

has used the name of Eric Starvo Galt and other alias, w3:s detained 
\ 

by officers of New Scotland Yard at 11:15 a. m., Lo~don time, this 

morning. Ray was traveling under the name of Ramon George Sneyd 

and had two Canadian passports in that name in his possession. One 

passport had been issued at Ottawa on April 24, 1968, and the other 

had been issued May 16, 1968, at Lisbon, Portugal, by the Canadian 

embassy in that city. ~r; Hoover advised that Ray was located based 

on information furnisheq by the FBI to New Scotland Yard. At the time 

of his detention, ·Ray was passing through British immigration offices 

and was planning to take a flight to Brussels, Belgium. 



. t 
. 

Mr. Hoover said that Ray is now being held at 

•London's Cannon Row Police Station under maximum security conditi~ns~ 

Mr. Hoover further advised that Ray was armed with a fully l_oaded . 

pistol which was found in his hip pocket. '.B:ewas wearing glasses and 

was dressed in a light colored raincoat, a sports jacket and gray trousers. 

Director Hoover advised that Ray's arrest was the direct 

result of intensive investigation by the FBI pursued in all fifty states-­

as well as in Canada, Mexico, Portugal, England and other countries. 

In particular, Mr. Hoover signaled out the outstanding cooperation 

received from the Royal Canadian Mounted Police and from England's
I • ' 

New Scotland Yard. 

FBI Director Hoover pointed out that Ray was detained in 

England based on his use of fraudulent documentation--a passport--and 

also on the fact he was carrying a concealed weapon. A 1st degree murder 

indictment was returned by the Shelby County Grand Jury in Memphis, 

Tennessee, on May 7, 1968, charging Ray and necessary _extradition. 

proceedings will be initiated shortly. 

According to Mr. Hoover, Ray was added to the FBI' s list 

of "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives" on April 20, 1968. 

- 2 -
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UTH R KING JR., H BEEN REST DIN LONDON,ATTY. GEN •. 
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A E TED Y SCOTLAND YARDDETECTIVE~A ED THROUGH ITI.J' 

I Ml TI r O FICE OR A FLIGHT TO B. U SEw'7 CLARK SAID. 
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, Lo.rmoN -- ADD RAY-BRITI,.)H (, 4) 

CHIEF I:1...,PECTOR T!Ior;A..., DUTLER OF .,;C,.,TLArn YARD' FLY!i.G ,..,QUAD 
TOLD .JEWSf1EN IN LOtlDOiJ: 

"ALTEOUGL TE~ ~.AN CLAHJS TO ~: ...;NEYD l'L Pl ye ICAL DE..:CRIPTiot~ 
I~ IN FACT ID~NTICAL TO TEAT OF JAMES EARL RAY." 

ALTFOUGH BUTLER WENT NO FURT;JER TLAN T!· AT IN SAYHJG THE t•:Ar 
ARRE...,TED IS RAY. T!:I: JUSTICE D:PAR7t1E:JT ..;TATE: ENT SAID ':NCONDITIOr~­
ALLY THAT HE IS 'RAY--t.JITHOJT PROVIDING DETAILS or: l:ow THE IDENTIFI­
CATIOrJ ·.JA~ VERIFIED. 

B~ITIS}I AUT~IORITII:s SAID T/E ~:AN AnlHVED I:·~ LormoN BY JET AIRLINER 
...,ATURDAY :10~f'lL!G FRO!,! ~I~T9~ 1 _Er~ RO~TE TO :J.~U--;~EL • B:'.I"·'G INTER­

WHILE HI..., PA...>...,POR A..., .i..,t..lt.G EXALL-JED AND ll.t. WAS _•.. 1-. 

...,ATURDAY LORNHJG FRO~' LISB~:-!2 Et! r::..uT: T BRUSSELt. 
WHILE HI...; PASSP'"'RT WAS BE1:lG 1:XMlI:!!:D Arm :IE UA..., BEH:G INTER­

VIEWED AT L01:DotJ AIRPORT }!E WAS ..iEARCH A:m TrE LOADED PISTOL WA...; 
FOUND H! A HIP POCKET' Tl E na:IGRAT ION r:::r:SAID. 

""COTLAND YA~D Tl:EI~ '!AS CALLED AND Tl~: ARRE 'T FOLLOWED. 
A ...,pQ~(Es;:A:J AT n:: ~ . ...,. EIBA..;sy Ii; LCiJD ,; ...AID TPE Ar.R: ...T WA..., 

t1ADE AT TliE R:Q~:...,T :F T!:E :MBASSY' -~ L":GAL .:..ECTIOJ IN CONNECT IOI' 
wrn: THE KL!G SLAYH:G • 

. A ...;COTLA.·,D YARD ...,TAT::~~:NT SA! THE r ASSPORT.., DE .... CRIBE Tl~:. BEAR:R 
A..., A 29-YEAR-OLD ::ATIVE OF TOROiff"', CAW'.Dt·., LJrJEt.PLOYED AND WITH 
NO FIXED CURTTENT ADDRE.:>...,. 

JA~25PED Jut!: o 
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AaRIVAL H' WAS!~I:-!GTO~~ OF Tl~: FU~?..:R.\L T .. ALI L NC'': E 'TILATED AT 
G:15 P.~1. 
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RAY-PAS~PORT 

OTTAWA CAP)-T IE ROYAL CM:ADIAN :-:OUNTED POLICE, CHECKING THOU...,A~JD~ OF 

PAS.'.JPORT.., IN CAMADIAN FILE..:;, GOT ON THE TRAIL OF JAME~ EARLY RAY AND 

TIPPED OFF THE FBI AND SCOTLAND YARD THAT .IE WA~ HEADH!G FOR BRITAIN, 

IT WAw LEARNED TODAY. 

A SPOKES~iAN ..,AID A ROUTINE CH:CK OF CANADIM, PA: ...PORT FILE: WA 
BEGUN AS SOON AS TH:: FBI STARTED LOOKING FOR RAY IN THE :LAYING OF 
DR. MARTI :-J LUT:IER KING JR. 

CAM~FI~:o~~rg~ET~~i¥G[ot~fgTLI:~ 
0:l~?~~s~~21l~Jgl~~=¥~ETk~M~ctiP 

DISCOVERED TJ!AT Tl'E NA~,4E W!Tl THE PICTURE, RAMON GEOJ1GE ~~JEYD, 
WAS F!1AUDt.;LENT. 

THE EXTERi~AL AFFAIR., D:..PART:1ENT L:_ARNED TO IT.:; E~:BARRA ...,.:ENT 
0 

r~v~~~kw~AD~n~~o T!;_:Ais~C~:..~A~Al~Ai~LJfj~y~:J t~c~~~¥Ef~LP~~Ib ~~ 'D ii 5M6¥ 
KNOW THAT Rf.Y }!AD A SECo:m CANADIAN p,,S.]PORT.1 IS.,_;UED I~J LI..~Bor~. 

THERE HAVE BE:.iJ c:..r-:PLAHJT..; TO THE GOVERNM.t:NT IN TaE PAST TFAT 
FOREIG:IT:RS HAVE BEEN ABLE TO OBTAIN CANADIAN PA~SPORTS TOO EASILY. 

TH:Z GOVER~~MENT HA~ TP L.D TO TIGl'TEr~ UP Trz PROCEDURE..:; FOR OBTAI:ur~G 
THEM BUT A1! :C.XTERNAL AFFAI11J DEPART::ENT OFFICIAL 3AID IT WA..; DIFFICULT 
·TO D!NY A PERSO~ A CM,:ADIAt! PAS~PO~T ~JHEN }C PRE.:ENTED AN APPLICATIO~.J 
PROPERLY NOTARIZE.D BY A QUALIFIED R~IJPO~LIBLE ,.:;poNSOR. 

"~JHE:J THE t~PPLICATION I..; PRCPEnLY ~~OTARIZ::D, THERE IS NOT VERY 
MUCH THE PASSPORT OFFI c:... CAt~ DO " i'E ADDED. 

F>A..;SPO~T APPLICATI::NoJ rm~T B:AR THE ~IGNATURE OF A SPOt: OR--A 
LAWYER.2 BA1JK :·M~AGER1 vR ..,OME 0Tl"E1 l:.~.OFES..;ICNALLY RE:PONSIBLE PERS__:1!-­
ATTES'TlNG THAT hI: aA~ 1G.JWONT:'E APPLICANT FOR AT LEA.:...T TWO YEAR..,. 

CR1P 8 
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f?.AY CT OPS 66) 

WASHINGTOI'J CAP) -JA.~I::S EARL RAY A FuGIT IVE CONVICT ACCU..,ED OF 
SLAYING DRe tiARTHJ LUTHER KI.JG J~ •.1 WA: ARRE.STI::D H! LONDOr1 TODAY A:., 
HE WAS ABOUT TO FLY TO BELGIUt: THt FBI ANNOU~!CED. 

SCOTLAND YARD DETECTIVES T80!{ RAY It1TO c__;.:;TODY AT LO~mot~ AIRPO~T. 
FBI DIR=CTOR J. !:DGAR :rocVER ..,AID RAY WAS CARRYir'.G A FULLY LOADED 

PI.:., TOL BUT OFFE~ED :!o R:SISTANCE A~ HE WA~. SEIZZD BEFORE ~·E COULD 
REBOA~D A PLAr:l.: Bourn FR0:1 LI.3Bot!,1 PORTUGAL, TO BRUS .... ZL:.... 

BRITISH AUTHORITIE .... C!-{ARG::D TlL ... AR-.. ESTED I1AN WIT:: U..;,I 1G A FAL..,: 
CANADIAN PA..::::..,PORTAi~D UIT~: CAR;:YING A CCt!CEl\LED WEAPOf~. m: I.~ TO !:AVE 
w HI::AR r:JG ON THESI: crARG:-.1 ro:mAY. ·~ IS E:LD wITH OUT ·:orrnUNDE~ 
MAXI~~Ui':SECU~ITY cc:;nITIO:•JS :4T LOI!DON'S CAr~nor! RSW POLICE _TATIOH. 

TIAY l~AD CI~:C!(ED ~~IS LUGGAG!: THROUG!: TJ BRU...;..,EL~ W'{EN }{E DOARDED T!~: 
PLAdE AT LISBOtJ BUT GOT .:FF WlL...t, Tl~E AIRCRAFT ~iADE A REFUELHJG 
.., TOP IN LONDON. 

IT WA~ LEAR 1.:D RAY HAD FLO'JN F~~~i~ c: I'~ADA TC L01lDON t~AY S WITH A
Rou:mTRIP TICKET BUT CA.:l!{ED L: TH: ..ETUR:! PORTION IN E~~CLAt?G: FOR 
PASwAGE TO LI.:.,BoN' AND WE:JT o:~TO PORTUG~'\L WIT::OUT ...;TOPPI:!G IN Tm: 
BRI.TI .,l{ CAPITAL. 

T!:E FBI, WIT:~ TH~ 1~:LP CF THE RC~.P .i_I:AD PICKED UP RAY'..., TRAIL I:J 
CANADA A1JD OFFIC:R.., ....ATISFIED Ti~E":v::Lv~.:., A FE~,! DAY .... AGO Tl~AT TE:. 
IiAN BEARH!G A PASSPORT HJ sr::YD 'S :JA;:z 1.JA..., RAY• 
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WASEL~GTO:, --ADD RAY C 114) 

_- . O~"D~:!ARILY, A PER~~~J_APP~XIL.G. Fi~ A c;.F,}~IAIJ P~~~P?RT t:~ST rAVE 
oJ~dEONE, U.)µAi..LY A Pa---F~.._...,Iv•.~~ L~~ OR BAdl_.-~R,H~W...A~ .IE HA~ K.JO~:r 
ThE APPLICA.JT FOR TWO Y .. i-1R.., .... Ti...!. APPLIC .. NT l,u...,T ,1AVE A f.TQTARIZ!:D 
AFFIDAVIT AS TO T11E ::'ACT.., LJ ~.I.; /'.PPLICJ\T Ic::. 

AUTHO~ITI:..; AT 'JTT'JL". ~AI: ':'.AY !U.D NO FC .1:AL ...,pQ~!..,OR Qi~ l~I.: 
APPLI CATI ct~. · 

A~: AUT1!CRITATIVE ~::...,ncE II: :Jt . ...,:·L;GT_:r~ SAID, LC'.r::VER.,_THAT RAY 
GAVE THE .Y\~:~ P!'1UL JRIDG:tr\N CF T ...rrc:!TO .•. .:, A rr:FEREr!C.t. o~:::I 
APPLI CATI o:;. 

TLE JOURCE ~AID TlV,T n:QUIRY ...:~,:·J:D IL Pf1UL ~~IDGELAd AT T:.: 
To10~::-o ADD~:: ... .., Gr::r:. 

HE ....AID F u·:T! . ..:R T':AT p,· . ..,L B .. IDG..:LM: •. A.: T!:: :!."\'1I: ~ r or::.. OF RAY'..., 
F:LLOW PRI...>Oi~.:.::R..., r:I::.,..,o~~~I 1!:: Tl~AT·:.T T~:: P:i:ITLJTI!.RY. AD .. :D 1AY 
~rn:sELF '\PPAP.::JTLY u.-;:D r::r..., :· ;r.~~ ~~~aL:-:: ::.:T HJ T011~i!TO! I.,I~:G BI:FC :: 
FL YII:G TO L ..:i 'D, . ! • 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

·Memorandum 

.IVEO 

JUN 8 \968 

~ :h-o G.'i.~<;;,~ 

TO : Attorney General DATE: June 17, 1968 

:,"-
FROM ;,-: Fred M. Vinson, Jr o 

Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division 

suBJEcT: James Earl Ray; 
Possible Defense Counsel 

I received a telephone call this morning from one 
identifying himself as Lee Bailey, an attorney. He stated 
that he had gotten a letter which purported to be from Ray 
requesting him to serve as defense counsel in connection 
with the murder indictment in Memphis, Tennessee. 
Bailey was calling me to see if I had any know ledge of the 
bona fides of the letter. He also stated that he intended 
to tell Ray that "Because of his (Bailey's) close relation­
ship with Dr. King, he would consider handling the 
matter only if Ray's defense was that he did not commit 
the crime". 

Upon my inquiries about the substance of the letter, 
Bailey stated that it contained a convict number, gave his 
address as the prison in which he is actually being held, 
and named his solicitor as Michael Dresden and Co. , 
32 Tavistock Street, Londono The letter also indicated 
tm t the writer thought he would be returned to this 
country on about June 19. I confirmed to Bailey that 
the inforrm. tion contained in the letter was accurate 
with the exception of the June 19 date which was uncertain. 
Bailey indicated that he would call Ray's solicitors in 
London to discuss the matter. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT: 

Myrl E. Alexander, Director DATE: June 26, 1968 
Thru: C.R. Hagan, Assistant Director 

John J, Clark, Administrator of Correctional Services 

Meeting With Memphis Officials and Inspection of Shelby 
County Jail 

During the week of June 9-14, 1968, I flew to Memphis where I 
met with Mr. Hubert Rainey of our Jail Inspection Service. We spent 
5 days making an inspection of the Shelby County Jail and surrounding 
buildings. We met with many of the local officials that will be in­
volved in the custody and prosecution of James Earl Ray. 

Mr. Steve Pollack had phoned the District Attorney General in 
Memphis and discussed our mission. There was never any doubt that our 
presence was welcomed and everyone exp~essed their appreciation to the 
Department, to the Bureau, and to us as individuals. During the week 
we spent many hours making a study of the facilities and talking with 
individuals and groups in preparation for receiving, holding, and safe 
guarding the defendant. We met with the 5 judges, one of which will 
handle the case. I will start by listing the titles and names of the 
officials that we worked with during our stay. 

Mr, Phil Canale, District Attorney General 
Mr. Lloyd Rhodes, Administrative Assistant to Attorney 

General 
Mr. William N. Morris, Shelby County Sheriff 
Mr. Roy Nixon, Sheriff's Chief Deputy 
Mr. Harry Parker, Chief Jailer 
Lieutenant V. F. Keyes 
Mr. Gerald Proctor, Assistant Chief, Patrol Division 
Mr. Cato Ellis, U. S. Marshal 
Mr. George Tallent, Chief Deputy Marshal 
Mr. Robert Jensen, F.B.I. Agent in Charge 
Mr. Clifton Halter, Assistant Agent in Charge 
Mr. Perry H, Sellers, Criminal Court Judge 
Mr. Arthur Faquin, Criminal Court Judge 
Mr. Preston Battle, Criminal Court Judge 
Mr. Ben Hooks, Criminal Court Judge 
Mr. John Colton, Criminal Court Judge 

To approach this inspection I prepared a laundry list of things 
that I felt should be covered during our visit and added to this list 
during the week. Later in this report I would like to make specific 
recommendations regarding some items on this list. Other items are only 

l I'. 
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to serve as a reminder to the officials of our conversation regarding 
these areas. 

1. Proposed meeting of all law enforcement heads. 
2. Study of Jail personnel and selection of those assigned to 

defendant. 
3. Inspection of the Criminal Court Building. 
4. Perimeter security of the Jail. 
5. Buildings surrounding the Jail. 
6. Fire prevention and control. 
7. Entrance and exit vulnerability. 
8. Utilities control. 
9. Fire arms. 

10. Selection of and·modification of prisoner's quarters and related 
areas. 

11. Locking devices and key control. 
12. Emergency equipment. 
13 .. Use of closed circuit T.V. 
14. Security inspections. 
15. Radio and phones. 
16. Elevator and stairwell control. 
17. Limiting the use of trustees in the jail. 
18. Screening prisoners coming into the jail and especially those 

quartered on the 3rd floor. 
19. Supervision of maintenance work in the jail and tool control. 
20. Security of stairwell and tunnel from prisoner's quarters to 

court room. 
21. Riot and disturbance control. 
22. Control Room operations. 
23. Mail room operations. 
24. Equipment needs. 
25. Security of Court room and use of plain clothed personnel. 
26. Protection of judge, witnesses, and jurors. 
27. Use of Public Relations Officer. 
28. Selection of press room and proper handling of the press. 
29. Contact with Sheriff Harry Decker of Dallas, Texas and Sheriff 

Peter J. Pritchess of Los Angeles for recommendations. 
30. The personal security of the prisoner and the following related 

subjects as they pertain to him: 

a. Round-the-clock personal supervision. 
b. Complete physical and x-ray on admission. 
c. Daily checks by physician. 
d. Feeding, bathing, barbering and shaving. 
e. Maintenance of log. 
f. Authorized correspondence list and log. 
g. Authorized visiting list and procedure. 
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h. T.V. and reading material. 
i. Clothing, laundry service and clothing for court appearance. 
j. The use of cells in A-block for prisoners. 
k. Protection of prisoners files and related confidential 

materials. 

31. Check other weaknesses in jail operation that will not directly 
affect the subject but could cause embarrassment during this 
period when additional attention will be focused on the jail and 
its personnel. 

a. Sanitation standards. 
b. Window screens throughout the jail. 
c. The food service department and food carts. 
d. Conduct of the officer on the job and off the job. 

You will note that many subjects were covered that do not deal pri­
marily with the security and custody of the inmate. We tried to give 
them all reconnnendations that might be helpful in the weeks and months 
ahead while they have Ray in their custody. 

Criminal Court Building. This building houses the jail and was built 
in 1925. The first and second floors contain the court rooms and office 
space for the Sheriff and other county officials. The third, fourth, and 
fifth floors make up the Shelby County Jail that has a capacity of around 
360. The floors are serviced by an elevator and one stairwell. The 
elevator takes care of all prisoner movement and at present is operated by 
an inmate trustee. On the ground floor it opens into a trap controlled by 
an officer in the Control Room. The jail, though old, could be made quite 

secure if some modifications were made and strict adherence to security 
operations were maintained. 

In the west wing of the 3rd floor there are 4 small cell blocks. 
(A,B,C,D). A-cell block was chosen to house Ray. It is a 6-cell unit, 
all steel and concrete. It has a good trap leading into the block and has 
an exercise range in front approximately 8' by 50'. Between the exercise 
range bars and the outside wall there is a 36" walk space. The unit has 
toilet and shower facilities. The cell walls and ceilings are heavy gauge 
steel and the floors are poured concrete. The unit has 4 windows on the 
north 
manual 

(see sketch). 
gang locking 

The cells 
device. 

can be operated outside the trap by a 

Reconnnendations for A-Cell Block, 3rd Floor. 

a. 

b. 
c. 
d. 
e. 

Change security locks on all doors 
utility well. 
Spot weld all feeding ports. 
Spot weld the 4 windows closed. 
Install air conditioner. 
Modify range lighting and eliminate 

and grilles 

flourescent 

and also 

tubing. 

on the 
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f. Cover windows in rear of cells and talking ports. 
g. Instail one check glass port for visual officer check. 
h. Install closed-circuit T.V. 
i. Install inside phone. 
j. Install metal shield inside windows to protect against anything 

being thrown in from the outside. 
k. Use first cell on the range for supply room and have 2 gas 

masks available. Also install fire extinguisher. 

Reconnnendations for Jail Modification 

a. Install screens, 
b. Install closed circuit T,V. 
c. Make Control Room area secure where officers control entrance 

to trap, elevator trap, weapons and keys. 
d, Change lock on 3rd floor stairwell door, 
e. Install security door at exit from tunnel into court room 

corridor. Have it separately keyed. 
f. Set up key control system. 

Reconnnendations for Procedural Change in Jail. 

a. Have elevator operated by employee only. 
b, Never allow prisoners in Control Room where officers control 

weapons, keys, and connnunications. 
c. Have at least 2 officers present whenever inmates are passed 

into or out of cell blocks. 
d. Do not allow trustees to quarter in the lobby areas of the 

3rd floor cell block. 
e. Remove all keys to traps and locking device during the morning 

and evening shifts. Such keys should not be carried by patrol 
officers but secured in the Control Room. 

Perimeter of Criminal Court Building. The building fronts on Wash­
ington Street and across the street is the Shelby County Court House. To 
the west is 2nd street and new construction site which will be another 
county office building. To the east is 3rd street and across the street 
is a Firestone store and parking lot. To the north is a parking lot for 
employees and beyond the parking lot is the Shelby County Office building. 
The city jail and police station are across the street on the southwest 
corner of Washington and 2nd street. The county jail sets very close to 
the street on all sides. There are no windows on the east or west sides 
of the jail, however, we did note that prisoners could verbally connnunicate 
with people on Washington street or in the south parking lot. The only 
building that should be of concern is the Shelby County Office Building as 
it is directly across from A-cell block where the prisoner will be quartered, 

It was proposed at the earliest possible date that the Attorney 
General and Sheriff call a meeting of all law enforcement agencies in­
cluding the F.B.I., state and local officers and the fire department. 
During this meeting they would discuss all of the ramifications in dealing 
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with the problems they could face during the time that the prisoner will 
be held in the Shelby County Jail and especially during the trial. The 
jail and the courts will need the assistance of all these agencies in 
dealing with the many problems that will arise. 

In order to clarify some of the reconnnendations I will list them 
below. 

Medical Attention. It is reconnnended that on admission the prisoner 
be given a thorough medical examination, including x-rays. 

Visiting and Correspondence List. It is reconnnended that the Attorney 
General approve in writing the attorneys of record and visitors that 
will be permitted. It is suggested that he also control the correspondence 
list. All mail going to the prisoner or being sent our by the prisoner 
must go through an individual appointed by the Attorney General. All 
first class mail should be opened and inspected coming and going. All 
mail received from unauthorized correspondants should be returned to the 
sender. 

Round-the-Clock Personal Coverage. It is reconnnended that around-the 
clock personal coverage should be placed on the prisoner and that 1 deputy 
should be placed in charge of this detail. The personnel selected for 
these assignments should not be regular jail personnel. They should be 
special deputies that were given extra sensitive security checks by in­
vestigators working for the Attorney General. They would be selected 
on the basis of their background and ability to document the daily routines. 
These deputies would get special orientation prior to their assignment . 

. No one would be admitted to A-block except this detail, the sheriff and 
the chief jailor unless authorized by the Attorney General. 

Maintenance of Log. A log would be maintained by an officer on duty 
in the block. This log would contain a running account of everything that 
transpired on the block. He would document all visitors by date, time in 
and out, purpose of visitor and signature of the visitor. The officer on 
duty would note the daily visits by the doctor, feeding, complaints of inmate 
or visitors, mental attitude of prisoner and any other significant happening. 

Daily Report to Sheriff and Attorney General. The Deputy in charge 
would make a daily written report to the Sheriff and Attorney General 
keeping them constantly up to date on anything unusual that transpires 
during the 24 hour period. This would list visitors, attorneys, requests, 
complaints of prisoner, etc. 

Security Inspections. A formalized security inspection system should 
be drawn up and placed into effect. This inspection system should cover 
the grilles, locks, exits, entrances, lights, utilities within the block, 
and other pertinent areas related to the operation. Special attention should 
be given to the 3 grilled windows over looking the northwest wing of the 
building. These windows over look the roof just under the grilled windows 
where Ray will be quartered. 
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Telephone and Physical Checks. The officer assigned to the unit will 
make a security phone call to the Control Center every half hour. The 
officer in the third floor should make a visual check through the window 
opening of the first cell at the same time. 

Key Control. Keys to A-cell house should never be kept on the floor 
by the regular 3rd floor officer and should never be brought on the floor 
when anyone, including trustees, are in the lobby. After the day shift, 
the keys to A-block should never be removed from the Control Center unless 
the sheriff or Chief Deputy is contacted for approval. 

Stairwell and Tunnel. A thorough inspection should be made of the 
tunnel leading to the court room. All inmates should be locked in their 
cells. One officer should be stationed at every window and stairwell in 
the tunnel before and during movement. 

Feeding. At no time should an inmate prepare food or deliver food to 
the prisoner. It is reconnnended that a locked container be made available. 
A designated member of the personnel will supervise the operation. Food 
will be taken from the regular main line and placed in the locked container 
and taken inunediately to the cell block. The food for the Supervising 
Officer will be carrted in the container. 

Fire Protection. It is reconnnended that a fire inspector inspect 
and report on conditions throughout the Criminal Court building and that 
the City Fire Chief make plans to handle any fire emergency that might 
arise. 

Perimeter Security. It is reconnnended that the Criminal Court Building 
be provided with exterior security especially during the time of the trial. 
It might be that you would want to consider closing off the streets to mobile 
traffic during the time of the trial. Tht would be Washingtion Street from 2nd 
to 3rd, 2nd Street from Washington to Poplar Street and 3rd Street from 
Washington to Poplar. 

Written Procedures that Should be Drawn Up for This Operation. 

a. Feeding 
b. Correspondence 
c. Connnissary 
d. Security Inspections 
e. Bathing, Shaving, Barbering 
f. Maintenance of Log and Daily Report 
g. Procedures During Entry and Exit to Unit 
h. List of Authorized Personnel 
i. Visiting 
j. Duties of the Officer Assigned to the Unit 
k. Procedure for Moving Prisoner to Court Room• 
1. Visiting 
m. Shakedown Procedures 
n. Sanitation in the Unit 
o. Officers Position and Role During the Time the Prisoner is Being 

Interviewed by Attorneys, Psychiatrists, etc. 
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Court Room. It was proposed that the windows in the jury room and 
the witness rooms be blacked out. Additional room is recorranended to afford 
separate witness rooms. It would be advisable that all of the offices on 
the south of the court room be vacated during the trial. During the trial 
everyone passing into the west wing should be shaken down and if they refuse 
to be shaken down, should not be allowed to enter. Everyone alllf:horized 
should be issued arm bands including the press. It is recorranended that 
guards wearing plain clothing be placed in strategic locations throughout 
the corridors and court room during the trial. Street clothing is recorran­
ended as it will eliminate the show of fire arms. A deputy should be 
stationed on the door to the main entrance to the building and admit only 
authorized personnel or the number of visitors that the court room can 
accorranodate. No loitering of unauthorized people should be permitted in 
any area of the building during the trial. 

Press Room. It is recommended that a press room be set up in the 
office building just sbuth of the jBil, and that phones be installed for 
their use. 

Public Relations Officer. It is recorranended that a qualified public 
relations officer be appointed by the Attorney General and that any and all 
releases to the press should be handled by this one individual. 

Areas Where Attention Should be Given During the Time That Ray is 
Kept in the Shelby County Jail. Much attention will be focused on the 
operation. It can be expected that released inmates will be given exit 
interviews by reporters and there may be attempts by some individuals to 
bribe staff for information. Visitors will make special observations in 
regards to sanitation, etc. It would be well to review the sanitation 
standards and upgrade them as much as possible. It was noted that food 
in open containers was being moved around in the cell block at feeding 
times. It is certainly recorranended that stainless steel food carts be 
purchased if possible. It is suggested that there be some close screening 
of all inmates being admitted to the Shelby County Jail and especially to 
those assigned to the 3rd floor. 

Inmates File and other Confidential Materials. It is recorranended that 
the file of inmate Ray be maintained by the Attorney General, and that 
all copies of the psychiatric, personal history, medical and all other 
confidential documents be strictly accounted for in this file. 

Contact with Los Angeles and Dallas. During our meetings it was 
recorranended that the Sheriffs of Dallas and Los Angeles be contacted and 
asked for any ideas or innovations that they may have to assist in the 
case of Ray. Sheriff Morris is making arrangements to fly to Dallas and 
have a personal talk with Sheriff Decker, who handled the Jack Ruby 
case. 

On June 19-21, 1968, I made a return trip to Memphis. We·. made arrange­
ments where Sheriff Morris would select an individual from his department to 
handle the Ray detail. He selected Lieutenant B.J. Smith. The Bureau 
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detailed Correctional Supervisor John Brown from Marion penitentiary to 
work with Lieutenant Smith. These two are given the assignment of 
formulating written instructions for all the procedures that I had 
reconnnended in the previous trip. These procedures would be used not 
only as a 
the group 

guide for 
that will 

operations 
be working 

but as training 
with Ray. 

materials when orienting 

of 
I 

all 
supplied 

the 
Mr. 

areas of 
Brown with 

interest 
a 

in 
Polaroid camera 
this case. 

and film to.get pictures 

On my arrival in Memphis on June 19, t found that the Sheriff and his 
staff had made some real progress in starting to carry out our reconnnend­
ations. The conversions in A-block were under way, closed circuit T.V. was 
being installed, locks had been changed, drawings for a secure cont~ol 
room had been completed, food carts had been ordered, the contract was 
being let for quarter inch steel shields to be placed on the 4 windows 
in A-block, the air conditioner had been ordered and key control was 
being set up. A list of candidates was being screened for selection of 
the 10 man crew that will be in charge of the custody and security of Ray. 

A Public Relations Officer had been selected from a local university and 
will be in charge of all press releases. From everything I learned, this 
individual has an excellent reputation and good rapport with the local press. 

We met with Mr. Warren Lee Cargill who is in charge of records and 
maintenance in the criminal court building. We had discussions regarding 
maintenance work during the time Ray will be confined to the jail. Strict 
control and supervision will be maintained over any maintenance work 
that is in the area of A-block. 

Before going to Memphis I talked with Dr. Siegfried and he arranged 
through the Surgeon General's office for a Public Health doctor in Memphis 
to examine Ray on admission. Dr. _Robert Trautman, who is the Public Health 
doctor in charge of the out patients clinic in Memphis, which is located 
at 360 California Street, has agreed to give Ray a thorough examination at 
the time of his arrival and daily checks there after. We made arrangements 
to move a portable x-ray to the jail so that chest x-rays can be taken. 
Although daily medical checks will be made to start, it was felt that 2 or 
3 times a week would be sufficient. 

I have instructed Mr. Brown to contact me each Friday and give me a 
progress report on what has been accomplished during the week. 

Sheriff Morris informed me t~l of the offices in the S.W. end 
of the second floor where the esetrel room is located will be vacated. 
This will eliminate all traffic in this wing other than that involved in 
Ray's case. 

I am very much impressed with the way that Sheriff Morris, his Chief 
Deputy Roy Nixon and Chief Jailer Parker have attacked the many problems 
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in making the jail ready for Ray. The only bottleneck seems to be some 
problems in delivery of some materials and equipment being ordered. One 
of these items is the detention screens for all windows in the jail and 
court room area. Mr. Morris informed me by phone in the last 24 hours 
he felt he had made a new contact to expedite these screens. 
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Me.morandum 
j 

TO The Attorney General DATE: June 20, 1968 

FROM Director, FBI 

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION OF HARTIN. WTHER KING, JR. 
~-
: 

On the completion of the extradition hearing;
in IDndon, the problem of. safely returning subject James 
Earl Ray to the United States is of great concerno. In 
view of this, I want to bring your attention to certain 
matters which will arise in connection with the subject's 
transportation. These relate to the objective of ex­
pediting the return of Ray to the United States once the 
order of extradition has been finalized. 

In view of the above, it is suggested con­
sideration be given to immediately resolving certain 
problems which may arise. 

It would appear that the use of military 
aircraft would be more- desirable in order to afford 
appropriate security. Necessary arrangements will have 
to be made with the United States Air Force for the 
aircraft to be used, insuring that it is appropriately 
staffed and equipped for the mission involved. Arrange-

·ments should be made through the British authorities 
to accomplish any necessary immigration exit controls 
.such as validating Ray's certificate of identity at 
the IDndon prison where he is incarcerated. 

Arrangements should be made for a medical. 
doctor appropriately equipped to accompany the subject
and the escorting officers. Arrangements should also 
be made in connection with his entry into the United 
States with necessary Immigration, Customs and United 
States Public Health authorities. 

If military aircraft is utilized, greater
control can be exercised upon arrival in·the United 
States over the subject, as well as in departing from 
IDndon. It would be most difficult to maintain such 
control and a high degree of security in the event he 

Buy U.S .. Savinls Bonds Relttlarly on the Pc:yro/t Savin~s Plan 



.:: 

The Attorney General 

devices necessarily be used the degree 

is transported by commercial airliner. All personnel 
on military aircraft can be screened.· This would be 
impossible upon commercial aircraft. It would also 
be most difficult to control the departure crowds as 
well as the arrival crowds which would. assemble in 
the United States as well as in London. 

The escorting officers should be equipped
with proper written authority to escort the prisoner 
to be presented to the British authorities. This 
authority should be in such form as is acceptable 
to the British in order to avoid any delays in ob-
taining custody of the prisoner at the time of extra-
dition. • 

I 
1 
\ 
l 

It is obvious that in order to insure that 
the subject will 
proper restraining 

not in any way harm himself 
devices must be. employed. 

that the 
Such 

must to necessary
and according to the judgment of the transporting officers. 

Upon arrival, arrangements should be made at 
the final destination for subject Ray to be given a 
thorough medical examination as proof o~ his safe 
delivery in good condition to local authorities. 

1 - The Deputy Attorney General 

1 - Mr. Fred M. Vinson, -Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 

1 - Mr. Stephen J. Pollak 
Assistant Attorney General 

-2-
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The case is likely to spotlight the com- 1 render upon some lesser charge, they could • 
plexities of British extradition law, long . not later charge him with the killing, 
overdue for revision. The options open An alternative to extradition • under 
to the British authorities in securing the the 1870 Act can be .the device of "dis- • 

, 

•, 

__ ..... _._._:.. -"; 

return of the man concerned to the United guised extradition."· This means using the • 
States are several. The Extradition Act, powers g'iven to the Home Secretary under 
1870, permits the surrender by the United the Aliens' Order 1953 to deport any 
K:ingdom of fugitive criminals to another alien. The difficulty here is that a deport-
state after a complicated procedure has ·ation order which expressly. required an 
been compl1ied with. It would be incum- J alien to leave Brita:in-and go to, the :United. r,us Assistant Attorney-General Vinson in 
bent upon the United States to establish States would be illegaL As the law stands ,London .re Ray 
to the satisfaction of the British courts it appears that it is lawful to do indirectly •• 

Extradition·:. a' tric_ky· bu~i.nes$·· • ,~ 
I I 

i, I 

BY A LEGAL CORRESPONDENT 

Ramon George Sneyd, believed in fact to , failed to use language restricting the scope 
be James Earl Ray sought by the Ameri- of the concept in this way. 
can authorities in connection with the Once surrendered to the United States 
assassination of Dr Martin Luther King, • in accordance with the provisiions of the 
was arrested at London airport last Satur- 1870 Act,and the Anglo-American extradi­
day. He was remanded on charges of tion treaty to which the Act is linked, the 
hav'ing a firearm without a certificate and law would oblige the United States to try 
carrying a forged passport. On Thursday the person surrendered only for the offence 
the Home Secretary signed an order in respect of. which he was surrendered. 
authorising extradition proceedings. But So that if lack of present evidence of 
all sorts of complicated problems could the man's culpability for killing meant 
still conceivably arise. ·, that the United States obtained his sur-' 

•that Sneyd is in fact Ray, and that there that which has repeatedly been held to be i a~thorities to persuade an accused person 
is prima facie evidence that Ray was • unfawful if done directly. In other words ''to waive extradition formalities. On 
responsible for Dr King's death. . it was established in 1917 that it is lawful •. occasion innocent men have waived form-

If the true facts are that the man con- • for.the Home Secretary to require an alien alities, and, as in the case of Oscar Slater, 
cerned is merely suspected of the crime, to leave Britain on a particular ship or ,have even subsequently been convicted of 
there is no machinery under the Extra- aeroplane, even .if the sole object in doing a crime of which they were innocent. 
dition Act for his surrender. If• evidence so was· to give effect to, a request from a . There are no ru'les governing " voluntary 
of the man's guilt could only be produced foreign state for his surre'1der.. It is how- extradition" to the United States, 
after the American authorities have in- ever open to. the House of,, Lords in its although if the .Irish Republic sought the 

• terrogated him, then a request for his judicial capacity to overturn this decision, surrender of a criminal from Britain he 
surrender would fail. In any event the . and there are. cogent reasons leading to .could only waive the ordinary extradition 
Act permits the person sought to argue . the.conclusion that the 1917 decision was ,,.formalities before a judicial officer. Surely 
that the offence with which he is charged in fact wrong in law. . . a curious anom~!y. , 
is an offence of a political character, a It is clear, however, that if either , , r,. 
concept of .the utmost vagueness. Lord formal proceedings are. taken under the 1 , 

Reid said recently o_f the application of this ; Extradition Act, or info~al surrender is , • B l • 
concept that the courts cannot "inquire sought to be effected by means of a de- f; ry-e ectzons . 
whether a fugitive criminal was engaged portation order, then there is scope for ----------------­
in a good or bad cause." There are dicta prolonged litigation in the courts. This . On the (Brig h_ ts id e 
by the courts wh'ich might lead sur- may give added importance to the third , 
prisingly to the conclusion that the killing alternative open • to the authorities, 
of Dr King was an offence of a political • namely what. is .known. as "voluntary By-elections were in progress on Thursday 
character. It is now clear that an offence extradition." This means th'at the author­ at Sheffield-Brightside and Oldham West. 
of a poritica-1 'character need not have ities persuade the alleged fugitive criminal The results will have been announced by 
occurred in. the course of conflict between to return voluntarily-but in the company .' th~ time this issue of The Economist is in 
opposing groups seeking to determ'ine of American policemen and, no doubt, to readers' hands. At the 1966 . general 
which shall ·govern the state. What is clear , ·the United States. The· formalities laid election, Sheffield-Brightside, a constit­
is that it was the intention of. those ' -down by the Extradition Act are there for uency of huge council housing estates, 
responsible for the 1870 Act, to exclud~ the protection of the individual, in par­ , ,was one. of the. 30 safest Labour seats 
po'litical assassinat'ion from tJ:l.e concept of ticular the individual political offender, in the country. The Conservatives nc;eded 
an offence of political character, but they and there are . d~ngers j~ •allowing ~he a 27.3per·cent swing to capture i.t,:11Two 
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Jim Gale furnished, upon request, the attached 

concerning the Ray manhunt. 

Also attached are your comments on the manhunt 
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ASSASSINATION OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

The record of the FBI in connection with the investigation 
into the murder of Martin Luther King, Jr., is one of substantial 
achievement. 

Starting with an unknown subject, the man known as 
Eric Galt was identified by the FBI as a prime suspect within five 
days. Within another week the FBI had obtained a photograph of 
the subject and the Attorney General considered sufficient evidence 
had been developed to warrant Federal process. Three days later, 
as a result of a project to check latent fingerprints against the 
fingerprints of more than 53,000 fugitives, James Earl Ray was 
determined to be identical with Galt. 

The total facilities of the FBI have been fully committed 
to this case from the outset. Investigation has proceeded around­
the-clock on a top priority basis throughout the United States and in 
various foreign countries. Thousands of interviews have been 
conducted and hundreds of suspects have been processed. A tremendous 
number of examinations have been conducted by the FBI Laboratory and 
the FBI Identification Division. Every logical investigative approach is 
being vigorously pursued and there will be no let up until Ray is 
apprehended. 



11 tion, as soon as we had been able to analyze the evidence that 

14 we then had, that we were. very . hopeful .. that ~e could apprehend 

fl . the person who killed D.r. King and apprehend 1:1i.min a short 

ts ·period of time. W~ are disappointed that we have been unable· 

·to· do -this at this time. We have under way and c?ntinuing· with11 
~ ,· . 

all of our £orces, all of our manpower.t.Ji'at can reasonably.be 
' I .l . 

applied, the most masslve manhunt, search, for an individual 
iocal. · • 

that the FBI .and coordinated/iaw enforcement has ever under.taken 

We have not found the man we are looking for. I remain very 

·optimistic that we will .. It. is awfully difficult for an indi-

I. 

I ; 

.., . 

.i 

JO 

n 
ta 

17 

deeply concerned about opportunity to develop our individua 

le as a whole have to be con-

stantly aware preserve their privacy. I do not 

eeds this technique. I believe we can· 

better without it . 

believe 

handl~ or_ganized 
•, 

MR. CHAPMAN: Attorney General Clark, a few weeks ago you. 

were expressing confidence that the suspected· killer of .Dr ... Ki­

James Earl Ray, would qui~kly be apprehended and yet he has not 

despite a very intensive.manhunt. Why not? 

GENERALCLARK: I had said immediately after the assassina-

!IS. 

vidual, and particu.larly an individual· about whom so much is 

known, to -remain at ~-~ ~n the United States uncler these cir~ 

cumstances. I believe we will, .find him .. 
I • 
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MR. CHAPMAN: Do you think he is still alive? 

·GENERAL CLARK: We have no evidence to believe that he -is 

. not st;ill alive. • 

MR. CHAPMAN: One .more q\,l_estion. Here· there are· a growing 
.. 

•• number of .·theorie_s inevitably that he was not a man alone, that 

he may:_ pave J>een· a hired killer, even hired. by foreign· agents. 

Do you have any evidence along those lines?, 

.•.· 
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GENERAL CLARK: I think it is perhaps not constructive 

to speculate on those things at this time. . Our evidence 

indicates a man acting alone. This does not negate other 

theories~ Our purpose now is to find the man wear~ looking 

for and perhaps these other details will unfold after we have 

done that. 

MR. CLARK: But you are not ruling out the possibility 

of a conspiracy either of the right or the left, would 'that 

be true? 

GENERALCLARK: It would be· impo'ssible to rule out· a 

conspiracy of the right or the left or the middle or 

any other type of conspiracy, and we have ~ad a theory 1n the 

presentation about.every type of ·conspiracy that the mind of 

man can conceive, but at this time our evidence is that this 
j 

man was at least acting alone. 

very much, Attorney General 

on this broadcase of.ISSUES AND 

Nelson A. RockefelleJr, 
New York and Candidate 

ublican Presidential Nomi'nation) 

ANSWERS. 

(Next week: 

Thank you 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

Memorandum 
TO : Attorney General . offtdf~~-~, 1968 

{ RECEIVEO t \ 
FROM 3"-:Fred Mo Vinson, JrO \* JUN5 1968 )JAssistant Attorney General 

Criminal Division \ "9)>, ~! 

"-::~0iiNEy GENt-~~\,~ 
SUBJECT: Meeting with Harry Wachtel, attorney ~ 

for Mrso Martin Luther King, Jr o 

At eleven o'clock this mornirg we met with New York 
attorney, Harry Wachtel, who stated that his client, Mrso Martin 
Luther King, Jro, had requested him to discuss several matters 
with you. Only the three of us were present throughout the 
meeting. 

The first issue Mr. Wachtel wished to discuss was the 
posture of the investigation of Dr o King's slaying, which occurred 
two months ago. He indicated that Mrs. King had no personal 
views, but was subjected to many pressures from those who felt 
that the FBI was not properly motivated and was not being 
especially diligent. 

You responded to this by speaking in general, but 
persuasive, terms about the magnitude of the investigation 
and the tens of thousands of leads - - all of which were run 
out unless they were patently ridiculouso You pointed out the 
great mass of evidence which had been accumulated establishing 
Ray as Galt, establishing him as the killer, and as a lon~r. Two 
separate theories were advanced by Mr. Wachtel - - first, that 
Ray was a "hired gun" and might now be dead, and secondly, 
that the plot was inspired and paid for by a militant black 
nationalist. In regard to the second "theory", he indicated 
that Dr o King once discussed with him the fact that Dr o Abernathy 
had gotten information from some unidentified source about the 
possibility of a black militant planning his (Dr. King's) deatho 
This was very vague, however, and he is to check with Dr. 
Abernathy to see if there are any concrete details. 
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It was agreed that both of these theories could be developed 
from logic, but there was no evidence supporting either, and no 
evidence indicating that Ray was not aliveo 

I pointed out, with respect to the investigation, that the man 
heading it was the Bureau's top man and that the resources put into 
the investigation in the past and at present were enormous, beyond 
anything in my experience in the Departmento 

Mr o Wachtel appeared to suggest that some of the doubts on 
this score might have arisen from the fact that there has been no 
communication to Mrso King by the Department since just after 
the slayingo You pointed out that you felt that it would be painful 
for Mrs. King to discuss the matter -- and all agreed that it would 
not be desirable to inform Mrs. King of any investigative detailso 
You asked him to convey to Mrs. King the fact that you would always 
be glad to talk to hero You expanded on this theme and asked that 
Mrso King be told to feel free to phone you at any timeo Mro Wachtel 
responded by saying that he appreciated this and would tell her this 
and also discuss with her tonight whether she wished to have an 
emissary in this regardo 

The discussion returned to public speculation about the 
thoroughness and good faith of the investigation. You pointed 
out the risk of damage to the national interest if speculation, 
having no basis in fact, were to be given any encouragement or 
currency by Mrso King or those associated with her. You drew 
an analogy with the Warren Commission report and commented 
on the Kennedy family's steadfastness in the face of wild charges. 
You also stated it would be very unfair to history to encourage 
rumors having no basis in facto Mro Wachtel indicated agreement. 

The second matter which Mr. Wachtel wished to discuss 
revolved around the recent Drew Pearson articles of wiretaps on 
Dr. King. He broke this down into two parts. First, he wanted 
to know whether there were any wiretaps on Mrs. King or her 
associates now. You responded by stating that since you have 
been in office, there have been no wiretaps or bugs on Dr. King, 
Mrs. King or SCLC. He seemed to want to know whether Pearson's 
stories as to the 1963-1965 wiretap were true (although he seemed 
to accept them as being true), and you stated that you felt the 
integrity of the office of the Attorney General precluded you from 
discussing matters which had taken place under prior attorneys 
general and that you had refused to confirm or deny such stories. 
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He indicated that he had not expected a response from you as to 
this question. 

He then broached the second matter of concern to him with 
respect to electronic surveillance, namely, the investigation and 
possible prosecution under §605. You discussed in very abstract 
terms the two theories under which wiretapping has been conducted 
starting from the days of Attorney General Jackson. You also 
pointed out that logic would appear to dictate that the objective 
facts disclosed in the Pearson articles were not the sort of facts 
that would be obtained by wiretaps. He appeared to agree and during 
the course of the conversation referred to your well known and 
"commendable" attitude with respect to electronic surveillance. 

The meeting broke up shortly before noon. It is my under­
standing that he may be back in touch with you after he talks to 
Mrs. King tonight - - although that was not entirely clear from 
his conversation. 

On leaving, he stated that he had his young son and a friend 
of his son's with him 1 both of whom would like an FBI tour, and 
he wondered if you had passes to get in the House and Senate 
galleries. Mrs. McHale was asked to arrange the former, and 
she asked Tom Finley to arrange for the galleries' passes. 
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Dr .. :~ing' s Esta_ ,te Con·s:sts . .. ., . ' I p .d I{. I{ ·n·0 _r.~ittle Money Much Faith -_ -I ing I er' · · N t R I d O t 
. • l /4 O U e U 

Atlanta, Ga., May 12 (A')-The 
Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., "He didn't ~ave a_ny estate.'. Washington, May 12(A')-Ram-
often said money corrupts. And . The house i_n which Dr_. Kmg sey Clark, Attorney General, 
he practiced what he preached, ltved was virt~ally • paid . for said today the FBI ihas not ruled 
-he left little of it. I . w~en he was killed, . Eskridge out the possibility tl\at the slayer 

;said. And mortgage 1'1SUrance 
Most of the 1'!1oneta:yle?acy1 paid up the balance., . 

he could have !~ft his widowj When Dr. King .moved into 
and four young children he gave 
away in his lifetime-the royal-
ties from his books and his 
$50,000Nobel Peace Prize mon-
ey. 

Left No Will 
He left nq estate, except the 

house he lived in and two joint 
bank accounts-both too small 
to be probated. 

And, despite the consant 

the simple,· brick house in a 
low-income area in West Atlan-
ta three years ago, he said then 
it cost $10,000to buy and about -a man acting alone" and that 
$14,000to remodel. Ieventually he will be found 

The floors were redone, the alive: 
kitchen enlarged and brought There have been published re-
up-to-date with modern equip- ports -that some· FBI meri think 

threats of danger under whi"ch sion set in the den and another 
in the ma1·n bedroom'. ·the civil rights leader lived, he 

left no will. . Two Bank Accounts 
He had faith, said a close "He had two bank accounts, 

. associate, that his family would join accounts with his wife un-
be cared for. . cler $5,000/' Eskridge ;aid. 

·1 "If some):>odyasked him for "These were passed by what we 
money and he had it, he would call small. estate affidavits. So 
give it to them," the Rev. An- this left him-'with no estate to 
drew Young, a close friend and probate." . ,. 
~ssociate of Dr. King, said in an Mrs,. King has declined to say' 
interview. what insurance her husband left 
. Young, who was with 'nr j her. But Young said top execu-
Ki~g when he was felled by ~. ti~es. ~n S.C.L.C. carry some-
sniper's bullet in Memphis April' thmg like $25,000. 
4, added, "When I took his I "The staff had always talked 
wallet out of his pocket at the • about a major insurance policy 
hospital in Memphis, I found a on Dr. King's life but we never 
lot of credit cards but there was got around to it," Young said. 
no money in it." • Royalties on King's 1967book, 

Chauncey Eskridge, a Chicago 
attorney who handled legal af­
fairs for Dr. King and the South­
ern Christian Leadership 
Conference, said in a .telephone
interview: 

ment. The furniture, while not 
lavish, is comfortable and at-
tracti·ve The e • 1 tel •• r is a arge evi-

of the Rev. Martin Luther King, 
Jr. was hired. perhaps by for-
eign agents. 

But Clark added that he still 
believes Dr. King's slayer "was' 

James Earl Ray, charged by 
Federal authorities with con-
spiracy to deprive Dr. King of 
his' c1· ·1 'ghts h b k'llI dvi n , as een e 
_by people who paid him to car-
ry ciut the murder. 

"I. think it is perhaps not . 
constructive • to speculate on 
those things at this time," Clark 
said. "Our evidence indicates a 
man acting alone. This does not 
negate other theories." ·' 
• Clark's statement came in an-
swer to a question on the ABC 
radio and television "interview 
program "Issues and Answers." 
An: interviewer had asked him 
about the "growing number of· 
theories" that Dr. King's killer 
was a hired gun "even hired by 
forei~n agents." • I 

1 

'_WhereDo W,e Go From Here? 

Chaos or Community," were ad-vanced and used in writing the 
book, Eskridge said. 

King gave away royalties from 
his three other books-to More-
house College, where he grad-
uated; to S.C.L.C., which he, 
headed and to the Ebenezer, 
Baptist Church, of which he was • 
co-pastor with his father. • 

His·$50,000Nobel Peace prize 
money, which was tax free, he 
gave to S.C.L.C., the National 
Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People, the 
'Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee, Morehouse College 
and Ebenezer Church. 

"He didn't keep a quarter" 
Eskridge added. ' 

Several years ago, King esti-
mated his annual income as 
$10,00,to $12,000. Part came 
from his church salary of-$6,000:

dan parsonage allowance and 
the balance from his speeches.

He accepted no salary from 
S.C.L.C.His travel and office 
expenses were paid by the or-
ganization. ' 

Mrs. .King, elected to the 
board of directors of S.C.L.C. 
after her husband's death, has : 
been put on the payroll tempo-
rarily by a vote of the board. 
They voted to pay her the same 
as their fop executives. Young 
.said the top pay is $12,000a 
year. •J/ 
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H·OLED UP-OR BURIED 

a ystery· ee ens 
By JEREMIAH O'LEARY W::JD@film~ft~ have given Ray a short ride that 

Star staff Writer Ill ji//l/ijljl/ll/li1same morning.
James Earl Ray, sought as the Beyond that point, Ray has 

slayer of Dr. Martin Luther • vanished. 
King Jr., has disappeared as ef- The FBI has said nothing 
fectively as if the earth had· about the progress of its investi-
swallowed him, and that may • . gation and has issued only three 
well have been t~e case. • • terse press releases along with 

"If. he was the hired trigger- • ~several photos of the ;.wanted 
man of a conspiracy, the f/tk}ff)ff{}{i •.man. But from a number of i 
.chances are very good that he i\i'-'""'"'"'''s?::c;;;;,:,:,:,,??t'\?t??t 11 •• sources it has been possible to t 
has been killed to silence him {{jf@Vi]]\@ • amass· a considerable amount of 
forever," said "'"'"":,:,,,,,:,,,:,"'"'"""';.,,:,, about . Ray's life '• one official who , informati<,n 
has been close to the internation- ' • prior to last April 4. : .• 
al manhunt for Ray. "But if he , • Ray w·as penniless when he:, 
conceived and carried out the II]t!rnlf '',iescaped from the Missouri State •. 
plot alone, he is probably holed , Penitentiary at Jefferson City, . 
up somewhere. But where?" Mo. on April 23, 1967. • 

Whether he was a paid gun- On Aug. 30, 1967, be turned up : 
man or a loner, the last trace of in Birmingham, Ala., rented a. 
Ray goes back to the morning of • safety deposit box in the Bir-
April 5, less than 15 hours after JAMES EA}.tL RAY mingham Trust National Bank : 
Dr. King was shot to death by a . . . and. began spending large ' 
sniper in Memphis, Tenn. someti~e between.:1 and 9 a.m. amounts. of mo·ney - estimated 

, Mrs. Ernest Payne, who lives that day a·nd • saw: ·a man be- to total up to$10,000:--over the 
in • a low-rent housing project lieved t9 be Ray park and lock a next seven month~. • : . : •I called Capitol Homes in Atlanta, white 1966 Mustang. Two Atlanta Where he obtained the money 
Ga. peered out her window cab drivers· believe they may S4le RAY, Page A-14 , 

• . • ' 

... 



,• ....' . Arrests Mount 
Soon after his relea~t. ay· 

turned to crime and was arrest­
ed many' times from 1949 until 
his last sentencing in 1960. His 

RAY. 

life pattern was. fixed. He be­
came a loner whose· amuse­
ments centered on bar girls and 

-Mystery~~rounding
·King's iller nS prostitutes. He • rarely . worked: 

; When he needed money for vod­
. Continued From Page A-1 . ka and ·beer, he stole or took it 

that he spent on the car, his , by force. He never married. • 
19,000 miles of travel to Canada, . Fellow prisoners knew him as 
Mexico and the West Coast, and . a man addicted to amphetamine 
·on. wine, women and bartending . _or ''.pep•• pills, an-avid reader of 
lessons is one of the mysteries of "girlie" magazines, a lone wolf 

. the case. • • . •who constantly talked of escape . 
. A fe.llow prisoner has reportedFBI agents have located some 
';that· once when a rumor waspersons who describe Ray as a 
:circulated in prison that a ~'busi­Negro-hating racist and others , 
:ne~smen's group" ·had offered ·a' who say he never mentioned 
.$r millio~ bounty for the death race over long periods of time. 
• ,of Dr. King. Ray said, "If I everIf he has a profession, it si :.get. out of here, I believe I'llthat of a notably unsuccessful ·collect that." ' •· 

small time hoodlum. So far as t, On Aug. 30,' 1967, Ray answ­the records indicate, every hold­ .ered an ad placed in a Birming­up or robbery he ever tried· end­ ha1:11newspaper by William D. ed in disaster • for him. He was, •Pa1Sley, who· wanted to sell his as the convicts say, athree-time 1966 Mustang. Ray paid $1,995 in loser. . • .cash for the car. . 
Investigators trying to trace • At that time, Ray was going 

the· source of his money have under the name of Eric Starvo ' 
been unable to connect him with Galt ~~ it was by that alias he 
,any robbery that occurred in his was known to ·his Birmingham 
year of freedom since his Mis­ landlord, Peter Cherpes, and to
souri prison excape. .. . . Alabama authorities who issued 

'The • basic 1 federal· charge hi~ a license on. Sept. 6, 1967. 
against Ray is conspiracy to vio­ This !Vas the start of his heavy 
late. the civil rights of Dr. King,. spending, although he continued 
while the Tennessee charge to live in cheap rooming houses 
against him.is murder. The con­ and rundown hotels. 
spiracy charge was based on a 
remark attributed to Ray him­ Trip to Canada. 
self. He is said to have told a For rea_sons unknown, Ray
Birmingham gun dealer that his drove to Canada and spent'a few
brother had told him to buy the days in Montreal. He ·lived in. an 
30.06 Remington gamemaster • old hotel and passed himself off 
pump gun which has been as an employe of Expo-67. . 
tabbed as the murder .weapon. ; Wh_ile.!iving in Cherpes' ·house 

Ray's brothers have been m B1.rmmgham, Ray received a 
~becked out and . officials· say lar~e box of expensive camera 
~ey have not . been linked with eqwpment from a mail order 
:he crime. , firm in Chicago. 

• But investigators have not . Cherpes said . Ray. left his 
~ed out the possibility: place on Oct. 7, 1967. He drove to 

•That Dr. King's murder may •• ¥exico, where he passed some 
1ave been ordered and paid for time in places like, Jalisco and 
>Yextremists.of the right or the Puerto Y!1llarta. He.became well 
eft. : • . knoVcn in the cantinas there and 

even. had his picture taken with 
1ave been either white or black. • a Mexican prostitute. (That pic­

• That · these plotters niay 

• That they· could have been ture, showing Galt. wearing sun 
!ither domestic or foreign. gl~sses, was released by the FBl 

The FBI, on orders from Di­ this week.) - . 
·ector J. Edgar Hoover to breal!: Investigation believe·. his mo-
he King case.at any costs, has • .t2ve. for going to Mexico was to 
raced Ray's life from his birth buy marijuana: but Ray appar­
,n March 10, 1928 in.Alton, Me; ently also· liked the country. He 
1p to the morning of April 5, told -one acquaintance: "When I 
968. • make ~Y big· score, I'm going to 
A ninth-grade dropout, he come· down here • and .. live on 

1beans and beer." • .. •• 

erved the better part of 
ventually joined the Army and 

~-• He next tllrned up in Los An­
hree years in the West Ger­ geles_ where he <;becked into the l 
nan cities of Bremen, Bremer­ ...' .. 
aven, 1 Nuernburg • and Frank-
11rt. He was tried in a refrigera­
ion company, the military po­
ce and the infantry, but the 
rmy finally gave him a general
·scharaa for in1>ntnr,~q • • 

St. • Francis Hotel and became a I 
regular habitue of the Sultan 
Room bar of the hotel and other 
saloons. The barkeeps and girls 
around the Rabbit's Foot Club 
grew to know him as a man with 
a thirst and a bankroll. . · 

Still as Eric Starvo Galt, he 
remained in Los Angeles until 
March 27, 1968, and left a broad 
trail. There was one side trip 
from. Los Angeles to New Or­
leans with a man named Charles 
Stein, a bearded songwriter . 
Stein reported that his friend 
required. him, his sister and his 
.cousin to sign a petition for third 
p a r t y presidential candidate 
George Wallace in North Holly­
'wood, Calif. as·the pric~ for tak- 1 

ing him to N~w orleans and 
back.· , 

Stein recalled ·that Ray made . 
one long-distance call from 
somewhere in Texas but did not 
know who he called. Stein also 
does not know why Ray went to 
New Orleans, nor who be· saw 
there. 
, While in Los Angeles, Ray ad­

vertised in the L. A. Free Press, 
a "hippie tabloid," J.or a con­
tact with a ."passionate married 
·woman." He signed.the ad "Eric 
·S," but Free Press records show 
that he ·used the full alias, "Eric 
S. Galt" in paying for the ad. He 
also bought a list of five female 
names from the Swinger's Club 
of Downey, Calif. for $1 and sent 
a letter and picture of himself to, 
a Los Angeles girl on_ Feb. 17. 
She gave the Polaroid picture to, 
the FBI and it, too,was made 
·public this week. • 

·using his "Galt" pseudonym,• 
Ray paid more than ·$400 for 
dancing lessons in Long Beach. 
and more than $200 for a 
course in· bartending during his 
Los Angeles stay, H«;!paid cash 
for both. . .• . . ~ • 

https://extremists.of
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Birmingham Story 
• Ray left Los Angeles on March· 
Zl and drove to Birmingham ar­
riving there on March 29, the 
day he made the first of two 
visits to the Aeromarine Supply 
Co. • . . 

On the first visit he gave his, 
name as Harvey Lowmyer and 1 

bought a Remington .243caliber 
rifle, telling the salesman he 
wanted. to go deer shooting in 
Wisconsin.· On March 30, "Low­
myer'' returned to the shop and. 
said his brother had told him he , 
had gotten the wrong kind of 
gun. What he wanted, he said, 
was a Remington 30.06 Game­
master. with a telescopic sight, 

... From there, .. the deduction is 
that Ra:y ..yent ot Atlanta and got 
a room in a boarding house in­
habited largely by hippies. Here 
he was once again Galt. The FBI 
did not firid the boarding house 
until ·several days after Ray's 

. abandon.Eid car . was reported 
parked in the Atlanta housing
project on April 11. •• · 
.-• Ill the vain hope . that Ray 
might still be hiding inside, the 
FBI staked our the house and 
watched it for more than 24 
hours. Then agents dressed in 
"hippie"· clothes got inside and 
found that the quarry had either 
fled from the room soon after 
·ditching his car ·April _s· or had· 
not returned there at all. :·.. , 
•But • the agents found key evi~ 

dence -in the room -: a television 
'set that "Galt" had gotten in a 
trade with a girl in Los Angeles 
and a city map of Atlanta. 
c-;' 

Map Delineated 
.The map had four circles 

drawn around four significant Jo:: . 
cations: Dr." King's Atlanta resi­ 1 
dence; the office of the Southern . 
Christi;m Leadership Confer- I 
ance; the "hippie" house· and 
the spot where the car had been ! 
abandone~ on April 5. 1 i 
• Even more inportant was a 
well-defined fingerprint found on · 
the map. FBI fingerprint ex- · 
perts were . able to determine 
that the print was from a right 
thumb whereas all other 26 la­
tent fingerprints from Ray'sri­
fle, car, binoculars • and places 
he had been ·were.too incistinct 
for classification. • • 

Jy ' I •'

The decision was made to' 
. compare the . map fingerprint 
with the equivalent points of all 
white male fugitives in the gen­
eral age • range of the man 
known as "Galt." An exhaustive 
finger-by-finger comparison 
proved that Eric Starve Galt 
and James Earl Ray were one 
and the S/lme a·nd the manhunt 1 

was launched. 



B\LTIMORE SUN 

J Clark Hopeful 
On Getting l{iller 

Durham, N.C., May 8 lA!J-
•RamseyClark, United States At­
torney General, dedared here 

•today he is still optimistic that 
, the accused. slayer of Dr. MarJ 
. tin Luther ·King, Jr., will be 
caughl • 

But Clark vigorously denied 
reportsthat quoted him· as pre­
dicting' the· assassin would be 

, caught "soon."· 
The1head of the Justice De­

partment insisted he never men­
tioned a time during the time 

·, he discussed the assassination 
, with newsmen in Memphisv
Tenn.But at 'Duke University 
today· he. said· he is still opti­
mistic\ that ,James Earl Ray 

•wil.l be captured "for a numberl 
.of reasons." He said he hoped 
the' arrest will be soon. , . • 

.... 

•' 

. ,. 
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ASSASSINATION 

ATLANTA GA. (AP)--ATTY. GEN. RAMSEY CLARK THERESAID SATURDAY 
IS NO SIGNIFICANT EVIDENCE THAT THE ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN 
LUTHERKING "GOES BEYOND THE SINGLE ACTOR'WHO FIRED THE FATAL 
SHOT. 

CLARKMADt THE STATEMENT HERE IN REPLYDURING A NEWJ CONFERENCE 
TO A QUESTIONCONCERNING OFTHE REPORTS OF A POSSIBLE CONSPIRACY 
SOUTHERNBUSINESSMENWHO MIGHT HAVE BEEN INVOLVED IN THE KING SLAY­
ING. 

"WE COULD MAKEA LONGi LONG LIST--AS LONG AS THE IMAGINATION OF 
MAN RUNNETH--OF PEOPLE WHO COULD POSSIBLY BE INVOLVED IN THIS n 
CLAffK~AIDf "BUT THERE'S NO SIGNIFICANT EVIDENCE THAT IT GOES'BE­ \ 
YONDTHES NGLE ACTOR." 

JA345PES APRIL 27 

111 

ATLANTA-- ADD ASSA:SINATION.(110) 

THE ATTORNEY GENERALDID NOT MENTION THE MAN SOUGHT IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE SLAYING,. JAMES EARL RAY.1 BY NAME AND DID NOT ELABORATE ON 
THE INVESTIGATION EXCEPT TO SAY THAT HE STILL FEELS CONFIDENT AN 
ARRESTWILL BE MADE SOON. 

"I WAS HOPEFUL AN ARREST WOULDBE OBTAINED BEFORE NOW" HE SAID. 
"THE INDIVIDUAL BEING SOUGHT IS IN A VERY DIFFICULT SITUiTION AND IT 
WI LC BE DIFFICULT FOR Hit1 TO AVOID ARREST." ~ 
~ CLARKWAS IN ATLANTATO SPEAK AT A EMORY UNIVERSITYLAW DAY 
LUNCHEON. 

ASKED IF HE THOUGHT THE SLAYING OF KING WOULD RESULT IN EFFECTIVE 
GUN LEGI~LATION, CLARK SAID IT IS "INCREDIBLETHAT IT HAS TAKEN THIS 
LONG" TO OBTAIN .:;UCH LEGISLATION. HOWEVER HE SAID HE WOULD NOT 
"DE.:;CRIBEA DIRECT CASUAL RELATIONSHIP''·BETWEENTHE SLAYING AND 
THE 1:EGISLATION. 

CLARKWAIJ ASKED IF HE WOULD PREFER THAT THE UPCot1ING t1ARCl-IBY 
THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP ON WASHINGTON CONFERENCE IN 
CONNECTION NOT BE HELD. WITH ITS POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN 

HE REPLIED "THIS DEPENDS ON WHAT YOU MEAN BY A MARCH. THESE 
ARE ANXIOUS TfMES. THERE WILL BE TENSION IN OUR CITIES FOR SOME 
TIME. IT IS IMPORTANTTHAT SELF-DISCIPLINE BE DISPLAYED IN ORDER 
TO AVOID THE RISK OF VIOLENCE. AND VIOLENCE WILL I~PEDE THE PRO­
GRESS OF THIS COUNTRY." 

JA3Ll9PES APRTT. ?7 
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KingSlaying ·suspect 
Held Racist, Drug User 

.. • Convicts who served time with distribution in Mexico where 
James Earl Ray, the man want- Ray is known to have gone at 
ed in the slaying of Dr. Martin some point after his escape on 
Luther King Jr., have told au- April 23, 1967, from the Missouri ' 
thorities Ray was a racist and a State Penitentiary in Jefferson 
habitual user of amphetamines City. • 
while in prison, it was learned Ray's far-ranging travels after 
today. his escape is one of the major 

Ray, object of a manhunt t~at question marks facing investiga­
extends as far awayas Mexico tors. 
and West Germany, served sen- During the year from the date 
tences in Illinois, California, of his escape until April 4 when 
Missouri and the federal peni- King was shot to death in Mem-
•tentiary at Leavenworth, Kan. phis, Tenn., Ray is said to have 
Some of his fellow prisoners journeyed 19,000 miles. , 
' have described him as an anti- He paid more than $2,000 fot a 
Negro loner, who spent much white Mustang, took expensive­
of his time in jail reading sex lessons in dancing studios and 
books and girlie magazines. bartending schools and traveled 

The FBI declined comment on from Birmingham to New Or- , 
the accounts of Ray as a racist leans, to California, to Mexico, 

•and user of pep pills. to New Orleans again, then to , 
The FBI also had nothing to Atlanta, and' finally to Mem-

say bout reports that his sister, phis, investigators say. • 
Melba Ryan of Quin c Y, He has been connected with 
Ill., thought he might have gone the car .and rifle believed to 
back to Germany where he have been used by King's slayer 
served part of. his three-year by his fingerprints and is wanted · 
Army hitch. from early 1946un~il by the FBI on a warrant charg-; 
,he was. given a general dis- ing conspiracy in the death ~f• 
charge !~ late 19~8 for lack of King as well as for bein~ a ~ugi-, 

1adaptability to GI life. tive from the Missoun pnson: 
• Mrs. Ryan said' her brother, system. . 
, now 40, thoroughly enjoyed his Investigators do not know how. 
1tour of duty in Germany. She Ray financed his purchases, his 
thought it likely he might have day-by-day expenses or his trav-

!returned there if he was trying els without any known job dur-: 
to hide. , ' ing the period after his escape. • 

The FBI has printed thousands • Investigators are hopeful that • 
of wanted Posters in Spanish for widespread circulation . of . his' 

• •--~---- photos and fingerprints, plus the 
$150,000 in • reward money of-
fered for his apprehension, will 

lead them to Ray. Thousands of , 
'leads have been received and all l 
are being checked out. •. '· . ' • ' l 

_·. ,•· ·~·._' 

APR2319681 
Court-Supports· 
StockholderList' 
Inspection Right 
The power of federal courts to 

inake companies open stockhold­
er lists for proxy solicitationsI 
was enlarged yesterday by the 1 

: • Supreme Court. ' 
The high court overturned a 

decision by a U.S. District Court 
in Pennsylvania ruling that J. 
David Stern of New York didn't 
have th<: right to look at the 
stockholder list of South Chester 
Tube Co. • • 

The Supreme Court said that 
federal courts can decide suits 

' for access to lists where state 
1 laws i;:equire that they· be pro­

duced. There is no federal law 
on obtaining stockholder lists, 
but many states have laws 
which require companies to pro­
duce stockholder lists for a 
stockholder seeking them "for 
reasonable purposes." 

In another action, the high 
court said it would accept for 
decision the question of whether 
fraud rules of the securities laws 
apply to insurance companies. 
The case bears on the applica- I 
tion of law to proxy statements I 
issued by insurance companies c 
in merger proposals. Insurance 1 
firms now are primarily regulat-l 

:,~ by state commissions. • c 
~-.';\• ... ~ .. ••• I {' ;,_.~," 
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'· --··ALERT FAILS TO LINK GALT WITH RAY· 
.-

•FBI Turns ·to·Flori ti in earth for /(in. t 
. . 

TAUXIIAssEE, April23 (UPD -:-The search for • on. whom FBI Director J. F.dgar Hoover said days for Galt. on April 11, the day a white Mus• 
1he slayer of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. has fingerprints had proved was the same person as tang car registered to Galt was found abandoned 

• ia1rerl "Ray· and· Galt are identio~J.''.. in Atlanta, the FBI issued a "locate and observe" ,another mysterious twist and was turned -:-·G~It- Mr. Hoover 
to ard Fl- ·d tod • . said last week. order for Galt in Florida. About five hours later, 
. w ori a_ . ay... : The FBI in Miaml •• refused comment. E0ariie~ it was canceled and the FBI irtdic-ated later the 

... !he FBI last ~ht issued a pickup _order f~r yesterday, the FBI clamped· a· lid 00 -any· public order was a mistake. 

. pl'llllesusrect Eric starvo Galt and asked ~at .it pro~ irepoi,t on the manhunt. The policy was A Miami police official was skeptical of thebetr;ansmitted to all ~w enforcement agenc1!;' .m . expected to prevai'l until ,a suspect iiscaptured or current alert's failure to mention Ray's name. .
F~a._ 'J.1heo~er said Galt was wanted '?r CliV• ~ome dramatic new development occurs. •_ "Maybe rin•about another week the correctionii rights conspiracy" and had used the ,aliases of . ,
Harvey Lowmyer andJohn Willard. . . Ray w~ P!aced on the list of the FBI s 10 most will oatob up with the message," he said. 

- , ' - wanted oro.mmals Saturday, ,and alerts have been •A federal warrant charging co~piracy has 
, ONE AND THE SAME . issued mOanada ·and Meici.co as well as the Unit- been . issued against Galt and police ill Memphis, 

It made no mention of James Earl Ray, the_· ed States. , where Dr. King was slain by a white sniper April 
40-year-old escaper from the Missouri Sbate··Pri.s- The .Florida alert was ifhe state's second in 12 4; have charged Galt with murder. • 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTME:\T OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL HliREAU OF 11\VESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
April 20, 1968 

JAMES EARL RAY, also known as 
Eric Starvo Galt, Harvey Lowmyer, 
John Willard, James McBride, James 
Walton, W. C. Herron and James 
O'Conner 

FUGITIVE 

CIVIL RIGIITS - CONSPIRACY; 
INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ARMED ROBBERY 

"TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES" PROGRAM 

James Earl Ray, a Missouri prison escapee who has been sought 

under the alias Eric Starvo Galt in connection with the gunshot slaying of civil 

rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., has been added tothe FBI's list of 

"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives. " 

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover ordered the special addition of 

Ray to the "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives" list, which already contains ten fugi­

tives, to insure the widest possible dissemination of Ray's photograph and 

description to help effect his earliest possible location. 

Ray has been the subject of a massive and intensive search since 

the brutal gunshot slaying of Dr. King on April 4, _1968, as he stood on the bal­

cony of a Memphis, Tennessee, motel. One rifle bullet, believed fired from the 

window of a nearby rooming house, felled the victim. 



An exhaustive FBI fingerprint search, comparing latent finger­

prints uncovered in the Dr. King case against fingerprints of over 53,000 persons 

on whom wanted notices have been posted in the FBI's Identification Division, 

succeeded in determining that Galt and Ray are identical. 

A Federal warrant, issued at Birmingham, Alabama, on April 17, 

1968, charges Ray, under the alias Eric Starvo Galt, with conspiring to interfere 

with a Constitutional Right of a United States citizen. Ray is also sought for un­

lawful interstate flight to avoid confinement after conviction for armed robbery, 

based on a Federal warrant issued on July 20, 1967, at Jefferson City, Missouri. 

He had been confined at the Missouri State Penitentiary, Jefferson City, Missouri, 

in March, 1960, with a 20-year sentence following conviction for armed robbery 

and operating a motor vehicle without permission of the owner. In September, 

1966, while serving the sentence, he was confined for a time in the maximum 

security ward at the State Hospital, Fulton, Missouri. He was reported missing 

. from the Missouri State Penitentiary since April 23, 1967o 

Ray, who has an arrest record dating back to 1949 and has been 

convicted of burglary, armed robbery and forging United States Postal Money 

Orders, has also been confined in the Los Angeles County Jail, the Joliet and 

Pontiac, lliinois, State Prisons and the United States Penitentiary, Leavenworth, 

Kansas. 

He served in the Army between February, 1946, and December, 

1948, received a three-month sentence at hard labor for being drunk and 

breaking arrest and was given a General Discharge due to ineptness and lack 

of adaptability for military serviceo 

- 2 -



Ray is a 40-year-old white male, reportedly born in Illinois 

on March 10, 1928. He is approximately 5'10" inches tall, weighs from 163 

to 174 pounds, has blue eyes and brown hair which he has worn cut short. He 

has a small scar on the center of his forehead and a scar on the palm of his 

right hand. He has been described as having a straight, narrow nose and 

straight and even teeth and to have a nervous habit of occasionally tugging at 

an ear lobe. His left ear protrudes noticeably. 

Acquaintances describe him as a "loner" and "drifter" whose 

language and diction reflect a "rural" quality and indicate he has had limited 

education. 

He is reportedly a fan of western and country music, drinks 

vodka and beer, dresses neatly and claims past employment as a merchant 

seaman and cook on Mississippi River vessels. He is known to have worked 

as a baker, laborer and color matcher. 

He is known as an avid dancer who has taken dancing lessons. 

He also completed a course at a school of bartending in the Los Angeles 

area early in 1968. 

Ray should be considered armed and extremely dangerous. 

Anyone with information concerning this fugitive is requested to immediately 

contact the nearest office of the FBI, the telephone number of which may be 

found on the first page of local telephone directories. 

- 3 -
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ID se,tember, 110, while Nn1ag thla Nntenee, M WU 

conftned tor a time In the JIWdmum •elll'ltf 'ft'Nl at the state Hoapttal 

at Pu.ltoa, MlelOUl'I. 

Aeeol'dlnrtoMst. HooYW,Ray hu abown arnat ncord 

.... back to 1N9. Pl'tot to the 1960COD'flctlollfor 'Wblehlie neelftd 

the 10-,... term, Ra, had bee COllYleted ol 'baQJu7 ta Loa Aqe)N, 

Caltftrmta, ID 1141; armed !Obbn1 la Cbleaao, IWaota, ta 1112;and 

foqlag amtealldn1 United statea Poetal MOl!ln' Order• la MIIIOVI 

In 1865. 

B• ... Wm term• In the LN Aaplee CountJJail bl 

1Nt; In State Prlloaa at 1ollet and ~, IWaota, IA llU-M; and 

ta tbe l'ederal Plnltetlal'J at IA&WI01IOJ'tb,KD•a, la 1811-18. 

RaJWU Ill enlisted manID the Uded state• AffAJ from 

Felmaary, lNI• lo December, 1948, at wbleh Um• be -.a &Inna 

General DlNW • to lneptaa" 111d1aet ol adlptablUtJ for U 

_,,tee. Wblle IDthe M11Xf, be reoelftd a three-month Nlltwe at 

bard labor fol- betag drunk and we11C11111 u-rellL 

r. 11oo,w aatd that cl&rlag Ida cnmlnal career, Ray . 

bu alllO w,ed tlle nam•• ol Jame• Bride, Jame• Waltoa, w. C. 

Berroa. ad Jamn O'C'Ol'Dtr. Be la a wblte male; cJum1 to baft 



bNll bom March 10, 1118, la 1Wnola;la appl'ftXlmately I feet 10 tne.e 

tall and wflba about 18S to 1'14pcMIIICle.. Be hu blue e1u and brown 

batr. TbeN la a ,mall ICU' OD the ceater tJI.bla Ion.ad and a ICU 

OB tbtlpalmof b1eright bud. 

aa, bu claimed tbat he atteaded 8choo1tllrou&lithe 10th 

,rade IDA1toa, Ulinoia. Be bu bad tbe repdattoll of being a "drifter" 

elJICt leaYIDI aehool. Hla lOC&Uo•J .,...._. lncludN Wl'ldacu a 

baker, laborer ID.dcolor matcher. 

IAeonaecttonwttb Ida •MAPe from the Mt...-u-1 state 

P9nl...,.l'J, • :rmoompllint wu ft1ed In Jetter .. CUJ,M1NoaJ1. 

on J\IIJ IO, 116'1, cbaqtQc Ray wUhaalaw6dl7 fl--, from the 8tate 

of Mialloarl to awld eonllNm.ent. He bas been a Federal fugltlve since then. 

Ray lbould be couldaNd armed ad m,a,iely ~­

.Aa,w haftll IDfol'mattoaconeendDIJdm abould lmnwl1tely eantact 

FBIB~atnw, ......... D. c., ortbeneuut PBICllftce. 



·F.B.I. GALTACCUSES 
-OFA CONSPIRACY 
: IN DR SLAYINGKING 
Alleges a Plot With Man 
: He Said Was a Brother to 
: Violate Victim's Rights . 

FUGITIVEWARRANTOUT 

Hoover Places Suspect in 
• • Memphis at Time of Killing 

-Two Photos Released United Prtas Inttm&tlon&I • 
Man said to be Eric Starvo 

.___ Galt. The eyes were paint­
ed in by an F.B.I. artist. 

Text of the F.B.I. statement- ....()rigin.a.L.P.ictureis below. 
is printed on Page 46. ..... • 

• I 
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Sketch Shown Previously ••• 
• Toe photographs were the 
first to be connected with the 
case although F.B.I. • agents 
have been showing a full-face 
sketch of a suspect to hun­
dreds of persons all through 
the South. ,

There was nothing in today s 
statements to indicate what 
·ole the F.B.I. thought the al-

leged. other· consp· iratoi' ptayed,j 

or whether there might·be stilir 
other suspected conspirators. I 

Gait's name was first pub-'
Jicly linked_ witp. t,he King mur•i 
der on April 11,.wJleI?-_an.F.~-h 
•bulletinwas released mFlorida,·. 
,'apparently by ... mistake, • a~di 
later withdrawn, • The bulletin. 
asked that Galt be located for:· 

' 

'· 

is accused states::·, •. • .. • .• :·_,.-_ 'l 
"If two or more persons con-

spire to injure, oppress, t~r7at-
en, or intimidate_ any citi_zen 
in the free exercise or enJoy-
ment of any right or privil7ge
secured to him by the ConstJtu-
tlon or laws of the United 
States or bec·ause of his hav• 

• ing so' exercised the same; or"If tw more nersons go. • • o or • ~ I d• • .. th highway or 
n 1sgu1s.. on e • 
on the : premises of another,
with intent to prevent or hinder 

of . any right . or privilege so. 
d • 

se,7~ey sn~it,,'be fined not 
more than'· $5,000 or Imprisoned 
not more· than • IO years, or 
both."· . • ••• .. '. ' • 
, -. _-·- · . 
Memphis Hopes to Try Galt 

• • MEMPHIS, April 17 (UPI)-
Tennessee authorities indicated 

·~-·-;, 

F~B.·I~'s· the· Hunt for Galt Statem·enf ori •• 
Following is the text.of a 

statement rele@ed: by·:·the
Federal Bureau of ·lnvestiga-
tion yesterday"•concerning a 
warrant issued for Eric Star-
vo Galt in t~e slaying of the 
Rev. Dr •. Martin Luther King 
Jr.: , . • '.. • • , ·, 

. ~ ··' 
Attorney General Ramsey 

, 
' ,. 

..and. Mot~.• where Dr. K_i~~·:•·neeril!g ·or· contracting firm~~ 
~ ..,_was·staying, . . .. ·--~-}~ele.t New Orleans O!' Dec.~ 
,. . Mr. Hoover ~aid that·.F.B.I.. . .., ... ,1d a,nved back in Los, 

age?ts d~tenmned that. the Angele_so? Dec. 21, 1967. 
.30-06 rifle _had been pur- , . .While in the Los Angeles,
c~as~d from a gun dealer in , area earlier this year, Galt 
B1rmmgham,: Ala., on_ M~rch_ .. took a course at a school 
JO, .1968. ·The telescopic s1g~t. • of bartending and was grad•
·.was also purchased from this • uated on March 2, 1968. • 
•dealer, • • 1 ... • • . The fugitive is described as t 

Clark announced today that • • The F.B.I. director said . a white male. He is approxi-•, 
Eric Starvo Galt is being that Galt, who has__used the . mately 5 feet 8 Inches to 5 

. .names of John, Willard. and feet 11 inches tall and weighs 
S!)Ught by th~ F_.B.I.as a fu~i~ .. ._ ~arvey Lowmyer In the pa~t, •··between 160 and 175 pounds,, 
tive on a Federal charge a~is- ~ ·1s the owner of.a 1966_wh1te.;,.,He. is said. to be a neat 
Ing from. the :fatal. shooting · Mustang bearing Alabama u~ .. • dresser and has a medium~ 
0~ the Re~. Dr. Mart.in.Luther,; cerise plates w)tich. was lo<t build. 1 

~ni ~ti~n. l~:rphis, .-!enn,;, .. ca~ed aband_oned in ·Atlanta;:'' Galt has. brown hair which 1 
questioning. • •. • • ·: • ;~ :. . . . P '. " · • •!·,.'Ga., .on f>pr!l lli 1968. . ,.,,, he wears m a "brush" cut. 1 

on April 12 the Mustang was. , p1re:ctQr.J. Edgar Hoover,--~·: InvestJgat1on d1~closed that,·:. He reportedly has blue eyes;;
found in Atlanta. It appare!1tly, . stated: that ,a. Federal: com-•,.. : Galt _purch~s7d th!s c~r ffom , his nose is straight and nar- : 
had been parked there since , plain~ w~s filed by the F.B.I. a private c1t1zen m B1rming-
about 12 hours after the JT\Ut•, In Birmingham, _Ala., tod~y . ham on Aug. 30, 1967. The 
der. •.It was impounded after) ~hargm~ Galt w1~ ~0ll;sp1r- Must~ng odomete~ showed 
residents of the ~o\lsing deyel~-\ mg to violate the ClVll rights 
opment where 1t . was . found1 of Dr. King in violation of 
noted : that it matched thf:!, - Ttltle 18, Section 241 of the 
description of tn~:car wanted; United States Code. • 
in:the murder;·, • :.•,i' ; • TheF.B.I.complaintcharges
,.The section ·of the; ,Unite<!., that "on orabout March 29 

States Code under which·. Gal.\ • 1968, in Birmingham, Ala.: 
.1 Eric Starvo Galt and an In-

dividual whom he alleged . 
·to be his brother, entered. 
into a conspiracy which con-

that 1t had been driven more 
than 19,000 miles between 
late August 1967, and early 
April 1968. 

According to Mr. Hoover,. 
Gait's travels In the Mustang
incl_uded trips to Lo~ Angel~s, 
Cahf.; New Orleans, La.; Bir-
mingham, Ala., and_ Mexico, 
as well as to Memphis, Tenn., 
and Atlanta, Ga. Galt w~s 

tinued until on or about April •. reporte~ to hav_e been in 
5, 1968, to injure, oppress, Memphis on April 3 and 4, 
threaten, or intimidate Mar-. 1968, and to have departed
tin Luther King Jr. In the from •there for Atlanta. 
free exercise or enjoyment Avid Dancer. 

.. of a right secured to him by Intensive in.vestigation by the constitution or laws of the F.B.I. has disclosed that
the United States: namely, Galt has claimed to have 
the right to freely travel from 
state to state. In furtherance been in Florida as a cook on 

his free exercise or !?D:Joyment• of this conspiracy Eric Starvo Mississippi River vessels and 
Galt did, on or about March • as a merchant seaman. He 
3 96n~'1- ~ purti3se a rifle at 

irmmg am, a. 
Rltle Found 

According to Mr. Hoover, 
•a .30'06 rifle equipped with 
a telescopic sight was found 

' near a· rooming house on 
South Main Street in Mem-

·tonight ·that· they would file! phis immediately after the 
murder charges. in the assas- fatal shooting· of· Dr. • King 
sination of- Dr, ·King. occurred. The rooming house 

"Thar will be our immediate overlooks the Lorraine Hotel 
consideration." , Memphis Fire 
and Police. Di~ctor Frank Hal-
loman said in .a·n~wer to a ques-
tion of whether there were 
plans to issue .a '!Varrant_ for the 
arrest of Galt. ! 

'"We look forward· to the· ap­
prehension of this individual 
and his •. ultimate retum to 
Memphis for trial-for the mur­
der· of Dr. Martin Luther King 

· ·Jr.," ·Mr .. Holloman· said. 
;' .'fle· would .·not elaborate on 
1.hestatement .. ~•i1 • 
\ t ·, i ·.. sir .... -..... - .. -

Is said to be an avid dancer 
and took dancing lessons in 
New Orleans in • 1964 and 
1965; in Birmingham between 
September and October, 1967, 
and in Long Beach, Calif., . 
from December, 1967, to Feb-
ruary, 1968. • • 

Galt left Los Angeles on 
Dec. 15, 1967, and drove his 
white Mustang to New Or-
leans, where he claimed he 

.contacted • either an • engi• 

row; his teeth are straight
and clean; and he has given
his date of birth as July 29, ,
1931 · · j 

• . 
Nervous Habit 

nie fugitive Is said to have 
a nervous habit of occasion-' 
ally pulling at an ear lobe 

· with his hand. His left ear, 
protrudes farther from his 
head than his right ear. • ·.' · 

According to Mr. Hoover,,': 
persons who have ·met Galt . 
describe him as a "loner" ... 

, and state his language and' , 
diction have a "rural" qual-:
ity and suggest that he prob-'. 
ably does not have a high
degree of educat1·on. He 1·s· 
sat'd to dn'nk alcohol1'c bever• 1 

ages and has a preference for ' 
vodka and beer. He is a fan' · 

1f 
~ic.Western and ~ountry mu-;. ~ 

The Federal statute under ,
which Galt has been charged I : 

provides a maximum penalty '. 
of 10 years imprisonment • 
and/or $5,000 fine; -Bond or:: 
$50,000 hu been .. recom-, • 
mended. • • • I· i 

Galt should be' considered • . 
armed and dangerous. • Any·, · 
information concerning himj
should be furnished· immedi- . 
ately to the nearest. F.B,I.l'
office. • , : , . •1 

• • , • • , • l • 
•• - ---· ............• • • ' • •" ,A 1;,. 
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to 
• These ·-sources d e s Cr i bed the 

_.evidence as "physical items". that 
were traced here by FBI investiga­Galt·1raced 

,,tors. Presumably they were articles . 
that both Memphis poli~e and FBI 
agents said were found in a leath- 1 

'erette bag ·abandoned by the killer.-.2 Schools ·He·re 
. . . Has Vague Recollection . 

, Lau did not know why FBI agepts 
. came to his school, he said, e<'Cept

' ,he had a -vague recollection thatbyFBIAgents·'-
.they somehow had learn._ed about ·, 
Gait's school ·activities from sources.He 'Studied Bartending 'in the East. • , · 
• But; he did remember the man he 'in.City.andTook Dane(· 
,knew as. Galt, recalling that he 

Lesson_sin Long Beac;~ _· • ' seemed to be a· "nice fellow WHha 
,nice personality," .and an able pupil 
of bartending. • . · ·••BY JOHN KENDALL 
• When Galt talked to him, Lau •Times Staff Writer . ,. said, "he was desperate to get a 'job' 

rhe trail of th~ elusive Eric Star­ .and he wanted to go to work as -soon 
vo Galt, accused slayer of Dr. Mar- , as possible."• . 
tin Luther King, led Wednesday to ' However, upon graduation, the 
a Los Angeles bartending school , school director said, Galt declined to 

take a job Lau had obtai:r;iedfor him arid a:Long Beach dance studio. 
,and quoted him ·as saying: : · .The director of the International 

'_· '.'Well, I have to leave to go see my School of Bartending, Tomas Reyes· 
brother. What good would it do for ' Lau, disclosed that a man called .. .me to work for _only two ,I·Eric S. Galt was graduated from the or three 
weeks? I'd better wait until I returnschool March,2. 

In Long Beach, R. L. • McKay, • Please Tu~~:.to ~age 16, Coi. 1: .. 
manager of the National Dance 
Studio at 2026 Pacific Ave., acknow­
'ledged that_ Galt had attended clas­
ses there but declined to discuss the , 

• details until he could check with his· 
superiors. . .. 

Lau said FBI agents visited his 
one-story, store-front school at 2125 . 
Sunset.Blvd. Tuesday, asked· about 
Galt and took away •the suspect's . 
. school applicatiop and graduation 
photographs. 

. • Not Named by FBI 
The picture was later circulated by: 

the FBI along with a Department of , 
Justice announcement that Galt was 
being sought in the April 4 assassin; 
ation of.Dr. King in Memphis. , · 

The 'announcement disclosed that 
' Galt had attended dancing classe~ 

and bartending. school in the Los , 
Angeles area but they were not 
named. N e w s m en tr a c e d the, 
schools. • • . . 
. The Times learned from Eastern . 
sources that evidence ;recovered .on 
the assassination scene shortly _after 
.Dr. King's murder was what pointed 
federal ·agents to Los An1teles. : • -·" 

I,:.G LT 
Continued fro~ Firs't ~age 
to. town and get· . a per­
manent job."· _... • 

Lau ~aid he la~t heard· 
,from, Galt about a week 
after graduation when ·the . I 
l a t t er telephones! t h e ' 
school but again de'clined j 
the· offer of· a· job.' ',r ! 
' "il~iras\;ery inte'lligent :' 
.and had the. abiUty tc( 
•develop this type' of ser-
vice," Lau said. • , · 

•• The man he knew as I 
Galt was quiet and re-•' I 
served, • with a, pleasing 

. per:sonality·:and ·-a."s_light·• 
Sou.~~ei,:!-]-•:.~c~ent, .a~-::'::"· .La1:1• 1 
ded.~:~•. , . ':.'r·:'... • ·;:-.:~ .'·"f .....,,~Hi 

. Kl;was-really- s~rprised:; : 
wp.:e;(tht? FBI ·came':he~e' ! 

~,:Jipd asked about hini;" he • 
·• said. "I could believe it 

was almost anyone but 
I h.· " \'

-' 1.m. .. 
I 

. . . 

.' • Silent on Politics 
Lau· said Galt never 

discussed- politics or his 
personal affairs but sim­
ply paid a $220 fee and 
filled out an application.

.Galt's application listed 
his·_addres~ as 5533 Holly­
wood Blvd:; gave his birth­
date ,as July 30, 1931, and . 

, stated that· he was single. . 
•Galt gave his height as 51 

feet, '19inches, his weight, 
•as 175:pounds, and stated·. 
that he was a •high school, 

·graduate. , . • . 
'A;,"Mr. Weller" of 751 S. 

Fig"ueroa St. was listed as 
a foriner emp}oyer • who 

· Inatl p~id him $50 a week. 
, , • The: th re e references,.-
•listed :bn. Galt's school ap-;, 
plication were Marie Den- ' 

•inno, ·5533 ,Hollywo·o.d., 
1 Blvd.: Rita -, Steen and 

Charley Dennino,' both· of • 
, 5666 Franklin Ave. in the 
;•Hollywood ai·ea. None of.: 
.' them could.be;r,eached £or I 
t,fRll1Il:e.Pt: '' 

' 1 
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He lived in the Los Arigefes·,area;\ 
from December, 1967,.,~ri_ti!:'d.as~ 
month, first taking da·ncing lessons 
in Long Beach and then at_tending a : 
Los Angees bartender's school, the 
FBI said. · ·, • ·' 

The white 1966. Mustang in which 
be is believed to have fled Memphis. 
was found abandoned in Atlanta 
April 11. Galt bought it from a 
Birmingham,< Ala., resident last 
Aug. 30 and drove _it 19,ooo·miles, 
the FBI said. 
• Gun Purchased in Birmingham 
. FBI Director J. Edgar Hooyer said 
Galt and a person Galt referred to as. 
bis brother entered into a conspira-' 
cy on or about March 29-30 and 
purchased a Remington .30-06 pump • 
action rifle and a telescopic· sight 
from a Birmingham store. , 

The rifle · was found near a • 
rooming house on -S. Main St. in· 
Memphis immediately after . the 
slaying. The rear of the rooming 
house faces the Lorraine· . Motel 
where Dr. King had been staying at: 
the time of his death. The rifle has 
undergone ballistics and fingerprint 
tests at the FBI laboratory. The, 
bureau declined to give any results 
of the tests or to specifically identify 
the rifle as the murder weapon. . • 

Witnesses to 1 d authorities in 
Memphis that a man checked into 
the rooming house under. the name 
of John Willard, one of the aliases· 
·attributed to· Galt. • 

In its complaint filed at Birming­
ham, the FBI charged that ~•on or 
' • 

Please Tu~ to Page 11, Col.1 • 

•I, 
. ,· 

de 
s·econdSusp~ct 

:·.Also Named i_n 
-ConspiracyWrit 

• BY ROBERT L. JACKSON 
, : • Timu Staff Wriler _ 

·/·. WASHINGTON-The FBI Wed-· 

. \ 

. I • 

• CHARGED--The FBI released·:.this, 
.photo~ which it identified as thot·of 
Eric· Starvo Galt. The agency .said 

• :an artist drew in the eyes because 
, they were cl_osed.in original photo. 

• • • 00 Wlrei>hoto • " 

. nesday • charged Eric Starvo Galt , 
with conspiracy in the murder of. 
Dr. Martin Luther King and ap.• .. 

. pealed to the public for help in ap-, 
prehending him._ : -- :· 
• . In its first public-statement since~ 
Dr. King was assassinated in Mem• 

, phis April 4, the FBI conceded that 
•_it believes the slaying was • a , 
.conspiracy and not the work of one 
man;- -. ·,. ... 
- • Atty; ·Gen. Ramsey Clark, who 
flew· to Memphis on President,· 
Johnson's orders, had told a news 
conference -April 5, the.re was no 
'evidence of a conspiracy. "All. the 

. evidence we have is that this is the 
work of a single person," he said at 
that. time;· , • • . 

•• ·:.In ¥emphis, Galt • was charged 
'with first degree murder late Wed-
· nesday_ in the assassination of Dr .. 

. ,King. -, 
'' • • •
• • Warrant Issued Within 5 Hours . 
. The state warrant was issued five• 

•hours after the FBI. in Washington 
announced that ,. • Galt had been 

•charged - with conspi~·acy' in Dr. 
K/ng's death. • . 

•,· • Dist. Atty. Phil Canale filed the 
• murder. charge . in the • court of .. 
'General Se s s i'o n s Judge Wayne.
Lindsey.. . . ' 
• Wedne&day the FBI • ,described· 
Galt, 36, • as a forme.-, merchant' 

'.seaman· ·and cook who traveled 
widely by.automobile in the months. 
'.!)receding the crime. It said he used 
the .names John Willird ~nd Harvey: 

'L~~myetas ali13,ses.•.. {~;~~t.-r'.l~~':!~J 



· · FBI N . . · s·, '• ,·. . Thus . it • at:Jt,~ated ... that:! 
• • • . mol.'e than ~he niah trta~--~ 

ames a uspect- . I have U§ed.the rtaltle ,Oalt1, 
• . . . • 'and the obhlitti11~ of the '. 

l·n·K,·ngConsp'··cy· .. ·-::. 1icepse _furth_ei\. ···r·a· '.·,.,-d~plicate 
. • , 'lhdicated that· more thalfJ 

• -... . ' , ,j . • otte. person wasinv.olved.\i 
--- - , • I • )-'

Cu11Uttut!dtroirt.Fir11t,liagt ~- Sought NewLlce11se·r • . . FBI Is itot1e!ul • •. ;• 
about Mil.tch29 .. •. Elritl . 
Stntvo Galt· ahd att ittdt- . 
v~d~al whom he al!geed to 
be his brothet enteted int<> 
a cbrtspfracy Which coritln-
ued Until on or about April 
'31 10GS, to ittjure, oppr_ess1 

t n r ~ate t1. or itl.tittiidate . 
-~al'tlfi t..uth@t· King Jr, .. , _ 
m the}ree exercise ~t ert• 
joyment of a right secured 
to him by the Constitution 
ot· laws of the- United 
Statl:!si namely, the right to , 1\1/as maiietf the' same. daJ; ~ i!d lit the· 11'131.'"§ttowed:a; 
freelt travel from state ~o-' :but the, 1:t1anaget.-~ffthe ', . btUSh•cuU"iait'ed matt in a • 
state. , • 

11tn flt rt h ll ran c e o(
f h 1 s conspil.'acy, . ltlric 
Sta1•vo Galt did, on or 
about Marc li 30, 19681 
j:)Ut-chase• a rifle at , Bir.i . 
mlnghatn, Aia .. ;' :"· • 
. The FBI. used !the con- • 
~piracy statue as the legal 
basis for its ihvestigatiott 
ahice Dr. King1s mUrtl~t 
Would be a state 1 rtbt a 
!f~dei:·1:il;!!tithe, Orice ·aµ-
prt!hended, however, the 
kille1· would be tried ·bya. 
Tennessee court, C I ark 
has irtdlcated. • •. •:', . 
. Shortly aft~t. the~ F1In •· 
annou~cem~nt Tennessee ~ 
authorities mdicnted they . 
would flle tnurder char-

,·ges. Memt,his l<'lre and ; 
Police Dltector Frank·:Ho1-: 
loh1ah, asked if he platthed 
to issue a Warrattt •. for 

,Gait's arrest, said: "We 
.look io1·ward to the ar,p1•e-
'hension of this. ihdividtial 
and his u1tiniate rettirrt to· 
Memphis for trial for the 
mUt'dl:!r uf .• Dr: Mart 1rt . 
Lulhei· '!<ing Jr.11.-

Sources said ref'el·attte in. 
the F131 complaint to··a_.· ,. •. Wilham Pa!sl.ey; . a Bir-
tb!1spitacy ihvolVittg Galt. :..,fylitigh_~mill.Ul,o' sil.lti~m!in ·, . 

•-and h~s alleg~d brother did:· i who .spltl, Ga!t • t~e ·white·, 
n~t • of its~lf. itldit~te:,. a ; "Mustan~ Au~: 26, als? ~as,.. .

!w1de-r_plot 1s suspected. u~able to 1dentit_r: :him 
• • '11he ll'BI did not e_labor~t ,ft~1m the _Ph?t~gta~h ... • . :··his -whlhUJt1stang to New .' 
ate Mi the . idetttlty tlf ·! . • If . th@ ttl.an·. 1~ ~~e: Orleans, where he claimed· .. 

, Galt1s consph·atol.' or how·· • .Photdgrat?h stit._ ~o~n_-m, , h~ .'(.cohtal!_ted· either an.., 
. it krtew a Cbrispif1ky' had. • frtmt orme, ~' ~ev~.W~lll~ ~·1_·' ' engfne~ting 6.r ·a cofitfact­
existed. Howevet 1 on~ _in•,:· ; ·ha, v e. re~qgmz~d J~-n:1• .. • ing ~_, fitin. He -'.left .Nev/~ 
d!catlon of a conspiracy 

•was in the. FBI's disclt,.; , 
sure that Galt took • a . 

, C?Ul'et! at t.he ba_ttend!i1g . 
school !rt tos Angeles and • 

, was graduated March 2. -. 
• 1.,C! • 1 ·•- • •. •' '"' 

1-'.r, 

On March 1.the A!abamai Although. the FBI ·htl.s .; 
High Way P;attoi received a.;. len1·Mtl details· of Galt'!-l 
t e 1 e ph One ca11 .fr Omii ~ ll}OVetnen~sbe~ore attd. at-~ 
someone -who identified ter the. crime,·· 1t· admitted•! 
hiit!self a~ Galt ahd t1$ked: : ly ~ha& ;ost his trail. . ~ .;i
that a duplicate tlriver 1s • .. lf we. knew .~here -t~•,! 
license be ssnt to ·a :l3fr...., ~ ft~~ N~,_\ye Wqt1ld pieic,. 
minghain rooming. house . him up, a~ hFBI • spo~~s:'~ 
where Oalt. stayed ft'Om; m~fl $_a I tl. , ~ut we_ f e._} 
Aug.28 to Oct. 7. last year._ ~or.er~! t~at ~Hli th!!!pt.lb-::,' 
Presumably, Galt was in_:. hes ~~Ipw(! caj1 'fifi~ hftn,;1
Los Angeles March 1. soclii, . , . . • · 

'!'he duplicate tkense • .,, . A ,photogtat)4 .drntribtit- ~ 

.. •• . • • . : . • • ... , • ; dark edat ttnd bow tie .. His 
\rooming house; Peter N.' · eyes •which: were shut •in ! 
C~erpes, . sa;d he ..~i~ _J:o,t the picture we're sketdied 

:__remember seeing 1t arr1v~ il:1.by ilh lr!3tcli:tist; • .. • :. . • 
'ih the mail and.no one h,as.' h . The bureau tleclil)l:!d_to_: 
•been found , wh<? recalls • - .: -
, Sellin? the man known as_ .say··wher.e it obtained··the • 

Oalt m ~irmin~hatn since • · pi_cture. •. However, The • 
. October. '. , Times learned that it was 

. Cherpes provided fu~th• taken at the ,bartender's 
er indication of a conspira- school in Los Angeles last.,. 

'cy Wednesday when he 1· tnonth.. " • , -: •. 
• told The Times he could . The FBI Sil.id Galt htts 
, rtot idetttlfy t fro;in the l, blUe : eyes; . browh. hair : 

photog~aph and_ des_ctip• 1: worn in.:.a··brush. ·eut,-:a ,, 
•tlon put o\J.tby the FBI. . stta'ight, narrow 'nose and· 1 
. ."I'm not .sute,°Cherpe~ ,- c1e11n, 6-Ven teeth. • 
s~ld aftet lo~king. at the • "IntefiEllve,.:investigation j
pttbtograt,h. '1 think ~e I I :hasby the 1<'131 disc;lose,d1 

• dldn 1t have as much hair I, that Galt' has claimed· to·, 
and that· it ·was mucli, have been employed Ila a, 
lighter-a light brown." ••• cook on· Missis!!ippi 1:tiver 

l b~ellh't°liellllll Traits· vessels and as a niercih,mt 
• • Ch . . --··'d h d "d t·,. s~aman, ''. Hoover said in 

. erpes sat , e . 1. no • ·. his sta.tement. , .. , . ,r 
r~c~H ~hat tl'\e_ tns.n. he • "Hats said.to bi!!·an iivid; 

•knew tis Galthad ~.. habi~ • dattcer.· atid ·fotik datieitig: 
. ~f pu1Httg. at an Mt lobe ___ • 1e~sotts in N~w Orlearis in , 
. with hi~ lett hand or th at 1964 attd 19~5:th Birrrifhg• , 
:•hi~ •. t ~ ft;- e a_i\protl'!Jd~d ~ ha m dUtihg . Septembet 
• farther ftotn liis he.ad than tttid October rn67. and in 

hi~ 1'ight -~11,i'~~tai~:s t~nt. ~~each: Calif., from_ • 
lhe ,f~I ascr:1\;ied_.to,,~a_lt. . . . . ,•s . • 

D • . • . · • · • • • 
e~embei'?967,.to Februa• 1 

~: 1968. . : ·.. 
~al,t l~ft Los Angeles oh· , 

De~; 15, 1961, 'and drove , 

. _Paisley S!).t~. . . • . :: · ,... Ol'leans . .on:Dec.- 19 atid 7 
t' • 13olhCh!!fp~s ahd. l>~is.-, ;;"_arri~ed baa.k..'.in tos ·An..-' 

Iey said t~e ~13~ ha.ti rtot ~:g~le(b~ P~t:. ~l, 1~87, . • . · :1 
. shown • them the J?hoto- i • - "' •· · - -·-' '• • 
. gr a p_h.·. 0 h. Mo rt d,a Y.: 
•.Cherpes d_isclosed t~l1t last 

week he identified fur the. 
'F'BI. tWd skEitches' re/lehl~~ 
tiling tM _man ,who st11yeq\ 
in his. rooming. hotise ..utt~~ 

: der the. riame·c,f_ C:falf :··.~_..\J
' ..... ' ... , . .:.-... ... .. ~-·. 

"(.,., "Whil~ id the Lbs .an• 
l•geiesarea earl!'this year,: 
t.Galt took a course at a· 
Ischool i,f bartending and · 
was graduated on M;arch2,, 
1968.It - ·, 

•t 'rhri·-fsr d;tlined· to 
refeal ·tlie ·names of the 
• dattcl11g schools1 the bar• 
. tendi11g school 01· a11y com•, 
.panies, Galt may have 
wt1rked for, ~aying io do so 
might pt~Judice the case..

r" -.. ---~- ----·-

G~1t was ··further de­
!'scribed as • Caucasian, 
F'.about 5 feet s·fnch~s. to 5 , 

feet 11 inches tan· and ; 
weighihg betweEh 180 and 
1.75poutttis. He is sai~ to: 
be a neat dresset. . 

Hoover salti persons who' 
·' ...-a=-m·=-=-•a==ii::;:i·•·,..ifil:·=ij 

. have met Galt picture him; 
'· as "albner• arid.My his 
. spe~ch has a rural acceri.t. 
. He . is ,reportedly a fal:l of , 

• Westerrt attci ctiurttry mu-': 
sic a~d drinks . alcoholic .-

• , bev@rages1 mairily • vodka • 
_and beer. • • • 

,_f' 

• I 

J 
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C b S :·.:G·'·ntp & . , • ·"Unless he was wearing :· 
. a Y: al·_ys__ ,i u_ -. O O •' ·a wig or had had a face lift • 

• or .something, it's not the •

Isn't On·e·'He Ide t·t:.· ff man I saw," said Charles ,_.• ' ·" . n irD ,.Q. Stevens,· who lives.... on 
~- ~" the • second .floor of a 
'ATLANTA tm-:An At- ing it 'to f~ll on the room in 'g ll o use fr9m 

lanta cab_driver said Wed- floorboard. . . .: , • • which the fatal _bullet is 
nesday mght that an FBI • 1 Describi g th FB! .. t : t_h o u g.h t ·to have been 
picture he identified as a •· . . n • e_ : • prm . 1 fired. 
man he hauled two blocks shown -to him, .he ·said, 1"It "The hair is too full and 

.. the night after Dr. Martin • had a necktie, not a bow the face • is • too young," 
· Luther King was assassin- tie: The tie was on c;rooked Stevens _said 'flfter viewing 

ated 'was different from . : . It had been. pulled t~e picture.·
the picture of Eric Starvo . over to the side. The hair,\, . -Bessie Brewer, operator_ 
Galt released by the. FBI, • was the same color but it. ·.of the rooming house, said. 
Wednesday. ,. , •~as flatter on top. This she was unable to tell 1if 
1 "The one, • the- ·FBI' man looks older. The other the picture was of the man 

showed me was much was about 28- to 30, • no· who registered under the 
younger. The face was older than 35." • .. name of John Willard the 
much thinner. The cheeks , , In Memphis, the • man ; afternoon of April 4; three 
weren't as fleshy," said who sa:V' the.possible slay-'; hours before· Dr. King was 
the driver, who has asked , er leaving the_ scene short- • killed, and left im,mediate­
that he not be indentified, . ly_after Dr. King was shot . ly after tl}e shooting . 
. Looking at an Associat- s~1d the1FBI photograph • \ "I don't know,11• she said. 

ed. Press wirephoto· copy d~d nqt resemble the man • "I cou;dn't ~~ll you to save 
' . of the picture released by he saw. , my soul;" . . • ' . . 

the FBI in Washington, he I 
said; "That is definiteli 
not the man I 'picked up 
and not the one they: 

- showed me. The only time ·, 
I've ever seen~that was on '1 

• -television tor:iight/ • 
Shown 3 Photos 

He said the FBI agent". 
showed him three photo- , 
·graphs. • "He may have. i 
shown me that one, but ! 
that wasn't the one ·r ; 

'Tecognized," the tl'r i v e r i 
-said. • • • • I 
• The driver· said he had " : 
recognized one of the FBI . 
photographs as that • of a .1patron he can·ied two 

,1plocks hi. Atlanta's hippie·'.' 
• section on Friday night, • 

April 5. He said he remem­
bered the man b~cause he ; , 

, • was rude and . threw the.·, 
money on the seat. cauS.:". 

:\ a • , .. • 

--···-----
---------. 
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DISCUSS GALT CA~E-:-Chorles Q. ~tevens, right,' V(ho\ow. -the possible slayer i 
of Dr. ·,Mortin• Luther· King' leaving ·Memphis rbo,ming_.house, views corriposite ~ 
sketch by arti,st Bill Harrington, left,· to which ·he coritribute~. Stevens said the ~~ 

photo of Eric Starv~ Galt; re:~sed .. by ~Br was. n~t th: _man.. ~t~~~~dw~r~;h~io j. 

·····------... 
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CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY 

ERIC STARVO GALT FBI No. 405,942 G 

Photograph taken 1968 Photograph taken 1968 
(eyes drawn by artist) 

Aliases: Harvey Low,myer, John Willard 

DESCRIPTION 
Age: 36, born July 20, 1931 (not supported by birth records) 
Height::.:·~ 5'8" to 5'11" Eyes: Blue or hazel 
Weight:..~: 160 to 175 pounds Complexion: Medium 

. Buil~: Medium Race: White 
Hair: Brown, possibly cut short 
Occupation: Has claimed employment as seaman 
Remarks: Noticeably protruding left ear; reportedly is a lone wolf; allegedly 

attended dance instruction school; has reportedly completed course 
in bartending. 

CAUTION 
GALT IS SOUGHT IN CONNECTION WITH A MURDER WHEREIN THE VICTIM WAS 
SHOT. CONSIDER ARMED AND EXTREMELY DANGEROUS. 

A Federal warrant was issued on April 17, 1968, at Birmingham, Alabama, charging Galt with con­
spiring to interfere with a Constitutional Right of a citizen (Title 18, U. S. Code, Section 241). 

IF YOU HAVE ANY INF'.ORMATION CONCERNING THIS PERSON, PLEASE NOTIFl ME OR CONTACT YOUR 
LOCAL FBI Of flCE. TELEPHONE NUMBERS AND ADDRESSES OF ALL FBI OF:FICES LISTED ON BACK. 

DIRECTO 
FEDERAL REAU OF INVESTIGATION 

NITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
Wanted Flyer 442 WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 
April 17, 1968 TELEPHONE, NATIONAL 8-7117 



CITY 
ALBANY, New York 12207 
ALBUQUERQUE, New Mexico 87101 
ANCHORAGE,_ Alaska 99501 
ATLANTA, Georgia 30303 
BALTIMORE, Maryland 21202 
BIRMINGHAM, Alabama 35203 
BOSTON, Massachusetts 02203 
BUFFALO, New Yori{ 14202 
BUTTE, Montana i9701 
CHARLOTTE, North Carolina 28202 
CHICAGO, Illinois 60604 
CINCINNATI, Ohio 45202 
CLEVELAND, Ohio 44199 
COLUMBIA, South Carolina 29201 
DALLAS, Texas 75201 
DENVER, Colorado 80202 
DETROIT, Michigan 48226 
EL PASO, Texas 79901 
HONOLULU, Hawaii 96813 
HOUSTON, Texas 77002 
INDIANAPOLIS, Indiana 46207 
JACKSON, Mississippi 39201 
JACKSONVILLE, Florida 32202 
KANSAS CITY, Missouri 64106 
KNOXVILLE, Tennessee 37902 
LAS VEGAS; Nevada 89101 
LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas 72201 
LOS ANGELES, California 90017 
LOUISVILLE, Kentucky 40202 
MEMPHIS, Tennessee 38103 
MIAMI, Florida 33137 
MILWAUKEE, Wisconsin 53202 
MINNEAPOLIS, Minnesota 55401 
MOBILE, Alabama 36602 
NEWARK, New Jersey 07101 
NEW HAVEN, Connecticut 06510 
NEW ORLEANS, Louisiana 70113 
NEW YORK, New York 10021 
NORFOLK, Virginia 23510 
OKLAHOMA CITY, Oklahoma '73118 
OMAHA, Nebraska 68102 
PHILADELPHIA, Pennsylvania 19107 
PHOENIX, Arizona 85013 
PITTSBURGH, Pennsylvania 15222 
PORTLAND, Oregon . 97205 
RICHMOND, Virginia 23220 
SACRAMENTO, California 95814 
ST. LOUIS, Missouri 63103 
SALT LAKE CITY, Utah 84111 
SAN ANTONIO, Texas 78206 
SAN DIEGO, California 92103 
SAN FRANCISCO, California 94102 
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico 00917 
SAVANNAH, Georgia 31405 
SEATTLE, Washington 98104 
SPRINGFIELD, Illinois 62701 
TAMPA, Florida 33602 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 

BUILDING 
502 U. S. Post Office and Court House 
4303 Federal Office Building 
Room 204, Federal Building 
27 5 Peachtree Street, N. E. 
408 U. S. Post Office Building 
Room 1400 - 2121 Building 
John F. Kennedy Federal Office Building 
400 U. S. Court House Building 
400 Thornton Building 
ll20 Jefferson Standard Life Building 
Room 905, U. S. Court House & Federal Office 
415 U. S. Post Office & Court House Building 
3005 Federal Office Building 
1529 Hampton Street 
Room 200, 1810 Commerce Street 
Room 18218, Federal Office Building 
913 Federal Building & U. S. Court House 
202 U. S. Court House Building 
206 Dillingham Building 
6015 Federal Building & U. S. Court House 
1221 North Pennsylvania Street 
Room 800 - First Federal Savings Building 
414 U. S. Court House & Post Office Building 
707 U. S. Court House Building 
617 Walnut Street, Southwest 
Room 2-011 Federal Office Building 
215 U. S. Post Office Building 
1340 West 6th Street 
Room 701, Bank of Louisville Building 
841 Federal Office Building 
3801 Biscayne Boulevard 
735 U. S. Post Office, Cust. & Ct. House Bldg. 
392 Federal Building 
520 Federal Building 
U. S. Post Office & Court House Building 
510 The Trust Company Building 
701 Loyola Avenue 
201 East 69th Street 
420 U. S. Post Office & Court House Building 
5104 N. Francis Street 
1010 Federal Office Building 
500 Widener Building 
244 West Osborn Road 
1300 Federal Office Building· 
423 U. S. Court House Building 
200 West Grace Street 
2020 J Street 
27 04 Federal Building 
3203 Federal Building 
433 Federal Building 
3211 Fifth Avenue 
450 Golden Gate Avenue, Box 36015 
Pan Am Bldg., 255 Ponce deLeon Ave. 
5401 Paulsen Street 
1015 Second Avenue 
421 South Sixth Street 
Room 610, Federal Office Building 
506 Old Post Office Building 

TELEPHONE 
465-7551 

CHapel 7-1555 
272-6414 

JAckson 1-3900 
Lexington 9 -6700 

322-7711 
Richmond 2- 5533 

856-7800 
792-2304 
333-4126 

Bldg. 431-1333 
421-4310 
522-1400 
252-1911 

Riverside 1-1851 
222-5981 

Woodward 5-2323 
533-7451 

59546 
Capitol 8-1414 

632-6415 
948-5000 
355-1401 

Baltimore 1-6100 
524-2721 
385-1281 

FR 2-3157 
Hubbard 3-3551 

583-3941 
525-7373. 
379-2421 
276-4684 

Federal 9-7861 
438-3674 
622-5613 
787-1217 
522-4671 

Lehigh 5-7700 
625-1631 

Victor 2-7471 
348-1210 

LOcust 3 - 5300 
Crestwood 9- 5511 

471-2000 
224-4181 
644-2631 
441-1275 

Chestnut 1-5357 
Elgin 5-7521 

CA 5-6741 
297-3361 
552-2155 
765-6000 
354-9911 

Main 2-0460 
522-9675 
228-7661 
393-7100 

Telephone or telegraph the Special Agent in Charge at the above address. (1/12/68) 
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CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY 
INTERSTATE FLIGHT - ROBBERY 

FBI No. 405,942 GJAMES EARL RAY -

Photographs taken 1960 Photograph taken 1968 
(eyes drawn by artist) 

Aliases: Eric Starvo Galt, W. cl. Herron, Harvey Lowmyer, James McBride, James O'Conner, James 
Walton, James Waly on, John Willard, "Jim," 

DESCRIPTION 
Age: 40, born March 10, -1928, at Quincy or Alton, Illinois (nots pported by birth records) 
Height: 5' 10" Eyes: Blue 
Weight: 163 to 174 pounds Complexion: Medium 
Build: Medium Race: White 
Hair: Brown, possibly cut short N ationali : American 
0 ccup atio n s: Baker, color matcher, laborer 
Scars and Marks: Small scar on center of forehead and small scar on pa m of right hand 
Remarks: oticeably protruding left ear; reportedly is a lone wolf; allegedly attended dance instruction 

school; has reportedly completed course in bartending. 
Fingerprint Classification: 16 M 9 U 000 12 

M 4 W IOI 

CRIMINAL RECORD 
Ray has been convicted of burglary, robbery, forging U. S. Postal Money Orders, armed robbery, and 
opera ting motor vehicle without owner's consent. 

CAUTION 
RAY IS SOUGHT I CONNECTION WITH A MURDER WHEREIN THE VICTIM WAS SHOT. CONSIDER 
ARMED A D EXTREMELY DANGEROUS. 

A Federal warrant was issued on April 17, 1968, at Birmingham, Alabama, charging Ray as Eric Starvo 
Galt with conspiring to interfere with a Constitutional Right of a citizen (Title 18, U. S. Code, Section 
241). A Federal warrant was also issued on July 20, 1967, at Jefferson City, Missouri, charging Ray with 
Interstate Flight to Avoid Confinement for the crime of Robbery (Title 18, U. S. Code, Section 1073). 

IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION CONCERNING THIS PERSON, PLEASE NOTIFY ME OR CONTACT YOUR 
LOCAL FBI OFFICE. TELEPHONE NUMBERS AND ADDRESSES OF ALL FBI OFFICES LISTED ON BACK. 

I 
.. 

DIRECTO 
FEDERAL REAU OF INVESTIGATION 

NITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
Wanted Flyer 442-A WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 
April 19, 1968 TELEPHONE, NATIONAL 8-7117 



. CITY 
. ALBANY, New York 12207 
ALBUQUERQUE, New Mexico 87101 
ANCHORAGE, Alaska 99501 
ATLANTA, Georgia 30303 
BALTIMORE, Maryland 21202 
BIRMINGHAM, Alabama 35203 
BOSTON, Massachusetts 02203 
BUFFALO, New York 14202 
BUTTE, Montana 59701 
CHARLOTTE, North Carolina 28202 
CHICAGO, Illinois 60604 
CINCINNATI, Ohio 45202 
CLEVELAND, Ohio 44199 
COLUMBIA, South Carolina 29201 
DALLAS, Texas 75201 
DENVER, Colorado 80202 
DETROIT, Michigan 48226 
EL PASO, Texas 79901 

. HONOLULU, Hawaii 96813 
HOUSTON, Texas 77002 
INDIANAPOLIS, Indiana 46207. 
JACKSON, Mississippi 39201 

. JACKSONVILLE, Florida 32202 
KANSAS CITY, Missouri 64106 
KNOXVILLE, Tennessee 37902 
LAS VEGAS, Nevada 89101 
LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas 72201 
LOS ANGELES, California 90017 
LOUISVILLE, Kentucky 40202 
MEMPHIS, Tennessee 38103 
MIAMI, Florida 33137 
MILWAUKEE, Wisconsin 53202 
MINNEAPOLIS, Minnesota 55401 
MOBILE, Alabama 36602 
NEWARK, New Jersey 07101 
NEW HAVEN, Connecticut 06510 
NEW ORLEANS, Louisiana 70113 
NEW YORK, New York 10021 
NORFOLK,· .Virginia 23510 
OKLAHOMA CITY, Oklahoma 73118 
OMAHA, Nebraska 68102 
PHILADELPHIA, Pennsylvania 19107 
PHOENIX, Arizona 85013 
PITTSBURGH, Pennsylvania 15222 
PORTLAND, Oregon 97205 
RICHMOND, Virginia 23220 
SACRAMENTO, California 95814 
ST. LOUIS, Missouri 63103 
SALT LAKE CITY, Utah 84111 
SAN ANTONIO, Texas 78206 
SAN DIEGO, California 92103 
SAN FRANCISCO, California 94102 
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico 00917 
SAVANNAH, Georgia 31405 
SEATTLE, Washington 98104 
SPRINGFIELD, Illinois 62701 
TAMPA, Florida 33602 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20535 

BUILDING TELEPHONE 
502 U. S. Post Office and Court House 518 465-7551 
4303 Federal Office Building 505 CH 7-1555 
Room 204, Federal Building 272- 6414 
275 Peachtree Street, N. E. 404 JA 1-3900 
408 U. S. Post Office Building 301 LE 9-6700 
Room 1400 - 2121 Building 205 322-7711 
John F. Kennedy Federal Office Building 617 RI 2-5533 
400 U. S. Court House Building 716 856-7800 
400 Thornton Building 406 792-2304 
1120 Jefferson Standard Life Building 704 333-4126 
Room 905, U. S. Court House & Federal Office Bldg312 431-1333 
415 U. S. Post Office & COurt House Building 513 421-4310 
3005 Federal Office Building 216 522-1400 
1529 Hampton Street 803 252-1911 

. Room 200, 1810 Commerce Street 214 RI 1-1851 
Room 18218~ Federal Office Building 303 222- 5981 
913 Federal Building & U. S. Court House 313 WO 5-2323 
202 U. S. Court House Building 915 583-7451 
206 Dillingham Building 59546 
6015 Federal Building & U. S. Court House 713 CA 8-1414 
1221 North Pennsylvania Street 317 632-6415 
Room 800 - First Federal Savings Building 601 948- 5000 • 
414 U. S. Court House & Post Office Building 904 355 ... 1401 
707 U. S. Court House Building 816 BA 1-6100 
617 Walnut Street, Southwest 615 524-2721 

• Room 2-011 Federal Office Building 702 385- 1281 
215 U. S. Post Office Building 501 FR 2-3157 
1340 West 6th Street 213 483-3551 
Room 701, Bank of Louisville Building 502 583- 3941 
841 Federal Office Building 901 525-7373 • 
3801 Biscayne Boulevard 305 379-2421 
735 U. S. Post Office, Cust. & Ct. House Bldg. 414 276-4684 
392 Federal Building 612 FE 9-7861 
520 Federal Building 205 438-3674 
U. S. Post Office & Court House Building 201 622- 5613. 
510 The Trust Company Building 203 787-1217 
701 Loyola Avenue 504 522-4671 
201 East 69th Street 212 LE 5-7700 
420 U. S. Post Office & Court House Building 703 625-1631 
5104 N. Francis Street 405 VI 2-7471 
1010 Federal Office Building 402 348-1210 
500 Widener Building 215 LO 3-5300 
244 West Osborn Road 602 CR 9-5511 
1300 Federal Office Building 412 471-2000 
423 U. S. Court House Building 503 224-4181 
200 West Grace Street 703 644-2631 
2020 J Street 916 441-1275 
2704 Federal Building 314 CH 1-5357 
3203 Federal Building 801 EL 5-7521 
433 Federal Building 512 CA 5-6741 
3211 Fifth Avenue 714 297-3361 
450 Golden Gate Avenue, Box 36015 415 552-2155 
Pan Am Bldg., 255 Ponce deLeon Ave. 765-6000 
5401 Paulsen Street 912 354-9911 
1015 Second Avenue 206 MA 2-0460 
421 South Sixth Street 217 522-9675 
Room 610, Federal Office Building 813 228-7661 • 
506 Old Post Office Building 202 393-7100 

Telephone or telegraph the Special Agent in Charge at the above address. (4-17-68) 



UPI-157 

(KING)-.... 
- ~ ISSUED A WARRANT ERIC-·wASHINGTON--THE FBI TODAY CHARGING 

STARVOGALT wiTH CONSPIRACY IN THE ASSASSINATION OF THE REV. DR. 

MARTINLUTHERKING JR. 

4/17--TSSSOPES 

UP I-158 
ADD 1 KING WASHINGTONCUPI-157> 

IT WAS THE FIR~T OFFICIAL CONFIRMATION CONSPIRACYOF A SUSPECTED 
IN THE SLAYING OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS LEADER IN MEMPHIS TENN., APRIL 4. .1 

ATTY. GEN. RAMSEY CLARK THAT GALT WAS BEING SOUGHT ANNOUNCED 
AS A FUGITIVE ON A FEDERAL CHARGEOF CONSPIRACY TO VIOLATE 
KING'S CIVIL RIGHTS. 

THE FBI ISSUED TWO PHOTOGRAPHS OF A MAN IT IDENTIFIED AS GALT, 
ALSO KNOWN AS HARVEY AND JOHN WILLARD. HIS EYES WAS LOWMYER 
CLOSEDIN ONE PHOTOGRAPH. 

THE OPENED EYES WERE SKETCHED IN BY FBI ARTIST IN THE 
PHOTOGRAPH. 

ANDT~~~~lI~~~~~tI~iH~~L~~ !~L:~~~l~H~~'tt1~Aa~oiM:G~~T~~:i i~i~ 
A CONSPIRACY WHICH CONTINUED ON OR ABOUT APRIL s, 1968, TO 
INJURE, OPPRESS, THREATEN OR INTIMIDATE MARTINLUTHERKING JR." 

4/17--DJ5556PES 

UP 1-159 
ADD 2 KING WASHINGTONCUPI-157> 

THE FBI CHARGEDfHAT THE CONSPIRACY-BEGAN ONAT BIRMINGHAM 
al ABOUTMARCH29 1968. 

"IN FURTHERANCtOF THE CONSPIRACY, THE FBI CHARGEDTHAT GALT 
ON OR ABOUT MARCH30 PURCHASEDA RIFLE AT BIRMINGHAM. 

FBI DIRECTORJ. EDGARHOOVERSAID A 30.66-CALIBER RIFLE EQUIPPED 
WITH A TELESCOPICSIGHT WAS FOUND NEAR A ROOMING HOUSE ON SOUTH 
MAIN STREET IN MEMPHISIMMEDIATELYAFTER KING WAS SHOT. THE 
ROOMINGHOUSE OVERLOOKS MOTEL KING WAS STAYING. THE LORRAINE WHERE 

HOOVERSAID FBI AGENTS THAT THE RIFLE AND HAD DETERMINED 
TELESCOPICSIGHT HAD BEEN PURCHASED FROMAN UNIDENTIFIED GUN 
DEALERIN BIRMINGHAM 30.ON MARCH 

4/17--DJ 559PES 
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BULLETIN 

,,_ - KING KILLING 

WASHINGTON CHARGE GALTCAP)-THE FBI TODAY ERIC STARVO 

WITH CONSPIRACY IN THE MURDER OF DR. MARTINLUTHERKING JR. 

JC547PES APRIL 17 

153 

WASHINGTON--ADDKING KILLING (152> 

IT WAS THE FIRST TIME THAT ANY CONSPIRACY HAD BEEN OFFICIALLY 
MENTIONEDIN CONNECTION OF KING IN WITH THE APRIL 4 ASSASSINATION 
MEMPHIS. 

THE FBI ISSUED A PHOTOGRAPH WHICH IT IDENTIFIED AS BEING GALT, 
"ALSO KNOWN AS HARVEY AND JOHN WILLARD." LOWMYER 
TonI~Eo~BtH~A~Rs1sw~~R:~TF~f5c6~i~I~NfNw~i~~I~~~:~tDA~~AT GALT 

i~~g!Nc6~~~¥~~g¢~ :tt~gHHEE~~~Ei~guig ~~R~~s2~R~+H~~~M1m~~~D 
AND ENDED ABOUTAPRIL 5 TO "INJURE, OPPRESS, THREATEN, OR 
INTIMIDATEMARTINLUTHERKING JR." 

GALT WAS CHARGED WITH CONSPIRING TO VIOLATE KING'S CIVIL 
RIGHTS. 

AN FBI STATEMENTSAID GALT HAS GIVEN HIS DATE OF BIRTH AS 
JULY20 7 1931~ HAS BROWN HAIRi REPORTEDLY HAS BLUE EYESi IS 
BETWEEN5-8 AND5-11 AND WEIGHTS BETWEEN160 AND175 POUNDS. 
JC551PES APRIL 17 

154 

WASHINGTON--ADD TOUR(151)CITY BEAUTIFUL 

"NO ONE DESTROYS SOMETHINGTHEY'VE PARTICIPATED IN REBUILDING,"
WASHINGTONSAID. 

MRS. JOHNSON TOOK THE LOUDSPEAKER OF ONE OF THE FOUR BUSLOADS 
ON THE TOUR TO EXPLAIN PROJECTS LIKE THE 28t000 TULIPS BLOOMING 

~~M~~~s¥~~g ~~g~~EA~~~~ i~N~~liIN~~ui~NL~ A~g,~~~ A~~~~~sPi~~!RoUND 
ALMOSTFINISHED AT BUCHANAN IN THE NORTHEAST, SCHOOL BEHIND THE 
CAPITOL. 

MRS. JOHNSON LED A SORT OF PIED PIPER TOUR AROUND THE PLAY­
GROUND,WITH A SCORE OF YOUNGSTERS THE NEGRO FROM NEIGHBORHOOD 
BESIDE HER GUESTS AND THE PRESS FOLLOWING HER. 

THE VIN~ENT ASTOR FOUNDATION GAVE$390_1000 FOR CONSTRUCTING THE 
PLAYGROUND.AND MRS. VINCENT ASTOR~ WHO WAS IN THE CROWD, FOUND 
HERSELF IN THE MIDST OF BOYS IN BLU~ JEANS AND SCUFFED 
SNEAKERS. 

"I WANTTO SEE YOU PLAY" SHE SAID AND THEY RESPONDED. 
ONE YOUNGSTER BY CLIM~ING A CURVING 1 STANDINGDEMONSTRATED LADDER_

UPf IN AN EXUBERANT BURST. THE KIDS YELLED "YEAH," WHILE MRS. 
AS OR GAS PED • 
JCl~?JK 555PES APRIL 17 



UP I-169 
• (KING>
WASHINGTON--THE TODAY LUTHERFBI DECLARED THAT MARTIN 

KING WAS THE VlCTIM OF A CONSPIRACY TO KILL HIM. IT NAMED 
36-YEAR-OLDERIC STARVO GALT AS A PARTNER IN THAT CONSPIRACY AND 
ISSUED"1,WARRANTFOR HIS ARREST. 

THE ANNOUNCEMENT BY ATTY. GEN. RAMSEY CLARKWAS THE FIRST 
OFFICIAL CONFIRMATION THAT THE SLAYING OF THAT OFFICIALS BELIEVED 
KING IN MEMPHIS, TENN., ON APRIL 4 WAS THE RESULT OF A CONSPIRACY AND 
NOT THE WORK OF ONE MAN ACTING ALONE. CLARK HAD FIRST RULED OUT 
CONSPIRACY. 

THE FBI SAID THE CONSPIRACY TO KILL KING INVOLVED AT LEAST ONE 
OTHERMAN1 "AN INDIVIDUAL WHOMHE (GALT> ALLEGED TO BE HIS BROTHER." 

IT SAIV THE PLOT ORIGINATED ON MARCH 29--SEVEN DAYS BEFORE THE 
SLAYING--ANDTHAT GALT ~AS REPORTED TO HAVE BEEN IN MEMPHIS ON THE 
DAY OF Tl-IESLAYINGAND THE DAY PRECEDING. 

THE FBI PORTRAYED EDUCATED WITH A TASTE GALT AS A POORLY LONER 
FOR COUNTRY AND WESTERN MUSIC VODKA BEER AND DANCING. IT SAID 
HE SPOKE WITH DICTION REFLECT!NG A •~URAL" BACKGROUND AND THAT HE 
CLAIMEDTO HAVE WORKED AS A COOK ON MISSISSIPPI RIVER VESSELS 
AND AS A MERCHANT SEAMAN. HE HAD TAKEN LESSONS IN DANCINGAND WAS A 
GRADUATEOF A BARTENDING SCHOOL. 

THE FBI STATEMENTSAID GALT PURCHASED A 1966 WHITE MUSTANG 
IN BIRMINGHAM, ALA.i ON AUG. 30, 19677 AND DROVE 191000 MILES 
BETWEENTHEN AND WH~N IT WAS FOUND IN ATLANTA,ABANDONED GA. ON APRIL 
11. 

WITHOUTEXPLAININGHOWIT KNEW THE FBI SAID GALT DROVE THE CAR 
TO LOS ANGELiS1 1 BlRMfNGHAM BEFOREGOING TO NEW ORLEANS AND MEXICO 
MEMPHISAND AFTER THE KILLING TO ATLANTA. 

THE FBI ~ADE PUBLIC TWO PHOfOGRAPHS OF A MAN IT IDENTIFIED AS 
GALT AND SAID HE USED THE ALIASES "HARVEY LOWMYER"AND "JOHN 
WI LL ARD." IN ONE PHOTOGRAPH HIS EYES WERE CLOSED; IN THE OTHER, A 
FRINT OF THE FIRST, AN FBI ARTIST HAD SKETCHED IN OPENEDEYES. 

BUT THE FBI REFUSEDTO SAY WHERE OR HOw IT GOT THE PICTURE OR 
DETAILEDINFORMATION GALT'S ACTIVITIES SOME OF IT DATING BACK ABOUT 
FOUR YEARS. THE ANNOUNCEMENT wAS HANDED TO ~EPORTERS AT THE JUSTICE 
DEPARTMENT WERE PERMITTED. AND NO QUESTIONS 

GALT WAS DESCRIBED AS A WHITE MAN, BETWEEN 5 FEET 8 INCHES AND 
5 FEET 11 INCHES IN HEIGHT} WEIGHING BETWEEN160 AND 170 POUNDS, WITH 
A MEDIUM BUILD. HE WAS SA D TO BE A NEAT DRESSER. 

IN LEGAL LANGUAGE, THE FBI COMPLAINT CHARGEDFILED IN BIRMINGHAM 
THAT GALT AND THE OTHER MAN "ENTERED INTO A CONSPIRACY WHICH 
CONTINUEDUNTIL ON OR ABOUT APRIL 51 1968, TO INJURE, OPPRESS, 
THREATENOR INTIMIDATE MARTINLUTHERKING JR." 

"IN FURTHERANCE 1 " GALTOF THE CONSPIRACY THE FBI CHARGED,
PURCHASEDA RIFLE IN BIRMINGHAM MARCHON OR ABOUT 3_. 

4/ 1 7--TS 733PES 



UPI-28 
CS NI PER> 

BIRMINGHAM,ALA.--FBI SOURCESINDICATEDTODAYTHATTHE •ALLEGED ✓ 
B82ll;i;R~ QE;,B.I9 SJARVO~81.JMAY BE IN THEIRC'JSTODY, HELPit.G THEM 
SEARCHFOR THE MA~ ACCUSED OF SLAYING DR. MARTIN LUTHERKING JR. 

TH~FBI ALSO APPARENTLZ HAD REASON TO BELIEVE THAT GALT A 
MYSTERIOUSGRADUATE WITH A RURAL AND SEVE~AL ALIASES, BARTENDER ACCENT 
MAY HAVE RETURNED AFTER DISAPPEARING TO BIRMINGHAM IN ATLANTA. 

THE FBI vJOULDNOT COMMENT IT HAD ANYONE ON ~HETHER IN CUSTODY 
IN CONNECTION IN THE FBI SAIDWITH THE ASSASSINATION. B·JT A SOURCE 
·THAT AFTER GALT PURCHASED A GUN AT A BIRMINGHAM GOODSSPORTING 
STORE ABOUT A WEEK BEFORE KING wAS KILLED, HE TOOK IT TO THE MAN HE 
SAID vJAS HIS BROTHER. 

NEE~:; B~~iH~~oa6~ER~~~~i~ i~I~AYT~t~T~iR ;!~A~~~w~~lG~H~FG¥~I~E 
CONVERSATION THAT THE JNNAMED MAN IN THE ALLEGED MEANT SECOND 
CONSPIRACY~AS I~ THEIR CUSTOOY. 

THE FBI CHARGEDGALT IN A wARRANT YESTERDAYwITH CONSPIRING TO 
VIOLATETHE CIVIL RIGHTS OF KING, SLAIN BY A SNIPER IN MEMPHIS APRIL 
4. MEMPHISPOLICE LATER FILED A M'JRDER CHARGEAGAINSTGALT. ONLY 
THE FBI wARRANTMENTIONEDTHE ALLEGED BROTHER,AND IT DID NOT INCLUDE 
HIM IN THE CHARGE. 

4/18--GE948A 
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GALT HUNT --

' MEMPHIS TENN. CAP> - THE NATION'S POLICE AGENCIES 
INTEN-IFIED A NATIONWIDE SEARCHTODAYFOR ERIC STARVO GALT, THE 

tELUSIVE FUGITIVE SOUGHT IN THE ASSASSINATION OF DR. MARTIN LUTHER 
\KING JR. 
wioiHEis~~~~u~ig~nT:6 fi~~~s~~¥~R0fH~A~~1°P~gf1~E~'rt~~+rif~~I~iLTl 
36 1 AS THE MAN IT HAD SOUGHT s:CRETLY SINCE A WEEK AFTER THE APR! 
4 !:)LAYING.

THE FBI REFU.:iEDCOMMENT W'RETHERON QUERIES ABOUT IT BELIEVES 
GALT IS THE MAN'S REAL NAME OR WAS SIMPLY A COVER BUILT PAIN~TAKING­
LY OVER A NUMBER OF MONTHS BY THE BEER-DR!, KING LOVER OF HILLBILLY 
MUSIC. 

TWO ALIASES--JOHN WILLARD AND HARVEY LISTED ON LOWMYER--WERE 
THE FEDERAL CONSPI11ACY IS ..... GALT IN BIRtHNGHAMWARRANT UED AGAINST 1
ALA.i WEDNESDAYAFTERNOONAND THE FIRST DEGREE MURDERWARRANTIS~UED 
BY THE STATE AGAIN ..... .....T HIM HERE WEDNE DAY NIGHT. 

"JOHN WILLARD" WA~ THE NAME U~ED BY THE MAN WHO CHECKEDINTO A 
MAIN STREET ROOMING HOUSE THREE HOURS BEFORE KING WAS SHOT A~ HE 
~To6D ON THE BALCONY OF A MEMPHIS MOTEL. 

THE FBI COVERED,'iANYSPECIFIC DETAIL~ ABOUT GALT'~ LIFE OVER THE 
PAST ~EVERAL YEARS IN ITS RELEA~E INCLUDING THE FACT THAT HE IS AN 
AVID DANCER1 HAS "RURAL SPEECH" LACKS EDUCATION AND1 APPARENTLY 
HAS A "NERVOUS HABIT OF PULL!Nu AT AN EAR LOBE WITH HIS LEFT HAND." 
RZ916AE~ APRIL 19 

20 -
• RACIAL COVERAGE 

WASHINGTON A TELEVISION NEWS SAYS HE BELIEVES CAP> - EXECUTIVE 
LIVE COVERAGE OF RACIAL DI~ORDERS GIVE~ VIEWERS AN INACCURATE 
PICTURE--BUT THAT TELEVISION IS ACCU::>ED NEWS IF OF WITHHOLDING IT 
DOESN'T PROVIDE ON-THE-.....CENE COVERAGE. 
CANR~gg~~¥YSOF~t~c~iAP~~E~l~¥~i~0tH~¥ST~~wiRR1~1E b~L¥vT~~u1~~~~T 
ON THE SCENE OF A DEMONSTRATION ACTION THAT HAD CAN SET OFF CROWD 
NOT OCCURRED BEFORE. 

"WE'VE BEEN AGONIZING OVER THAT" SALANTSAID. "MY ORDERS 
TO CAMERAMEN AND GET THE HELL IN SUCH CASES ARE: CAP YOUR CAMERAS 
OUT OF THERE. 

"THO.:iEARE OUR ORDERS BUT THEY CANNOT BE ENFORCED FROM A HEAD 
OFFICE. THE DECISIONS ARE UP TO THE MEN WORKING ON THE STORY, AND 
NO NEWSMAN TO QUIT ON A STORY WHILE IT IS HAPPENING."WANTS 

THE DISCUSSION OF TV COVERAGE--WHICH WITH NEWSPAPER ALONG COVERAGE 
WAS SUBJECTED TO SOME CRITICISM IN THE RECENT REPORT OF THE PRESI­
DENT'S COMMISSION ON CIVIL DISORDER~--CAME AT THURSDAY'; SESSIONS 
OF SOME 550 MEMBER~OF THE SOCIETY. 

THEY PREPARED TO CLOSE THE THREE-DAY TODAYCONVENTION WITH AN 
ADDRESSBY FORMER VICE PRESIDENT RICHARDM. NIXON AND THE INSTALLA­
TION OF A NEW PRESIDENT OF THEIR OWN1 VINCENTs. JONES, A DEPUTY 
EDITOR OF THE GANNETT NEW..;PAPERS,ROCHESTER,N.Y. 
RZ950AES APRIL 19 



UP 1-.35 
(RIOTS>

WASHINGTON--ASENATE BANKING SUBCOMMITTEE HEARINGSOPENED TODAY 
ON SHADY CREDIT PRACTICES WHICHsa1E EXPERTSFEEL INCITE SLUM DWELLERS 
TO LOOl AND BURN GHETTO BUSINES SES .. 

SEN. WILLIAM PROXMIRE D-WIS. THE PANEL CHAIRMAN SAID HIS 
SUBCOMMITTEE EXPLO~E wHICH LEAD toPOOR PEOPLE WOULD CREDit ABUSES 
HAVINGTO PAY MORE FOR CONSUMER THAN THE wELL-TO-DO. GOODS 

HE SAID THE PANEL vJOULD LOOK NOT ONLY AT CREDIT EXPLOITATION BY 
SLUM MERCHANTS DOltJNTOvJN STORES vJHICH REFUSE BUT AT BIG DEPARn'ENT 
CREDIT TO PROSPECTIVE LOW-INCOMEBUYERS. 

THE PROBLEM OF OBTAINING CONSUMERADEQUATE CREDIT IN THE GHETTO 
ONREASONABLE BECOMING CONCERN,"HE SAID, TERMS "IS ONE OF NATIONAL 
ADDING: 

"EVENTS IN WASHINGTON SHOW ANTOGAONISMCLEARLY A DEEP-SEATED 
BET~EENRES !DENTS OF THE INNER CITY AND THOSE ;,,ERCHANTS ~HO SERVE 
THE INNER CITY MARKET. THE POOR PAY MORE BUT MANY SIMPLY HAD NOT 
REALIZEDHOw MUCH MORE." 
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. Canales, t~e Mexican counsel1so!omon Jones Jr., saw leap street in front of four wit-
at Memphis, _reported that a1from some bushes across the nesses? ·. 
h~~ngg n;~n with ta shrrp nos_1 street from the murder scene He could have left. them in. 
to go t~ M~xi~~ th!vct~y r:,e:r~;e immediately after the shot was tis roo~ ·1°{ ~r~he ho3min1 
Dr. King was killed. ·Toe ad- fired? . w~~st~d t~1iall -~tten~ion ~o hf~-· 
dress and -telephone number on Mr. Jones said that the man self bY. carrying them on· the 
the application for the permit was near the bottom floor of street • 
were false. the. rooming house· from which • 

4-Day Delay Reported . the po\ice said' the sniper shot Man Cleared inMissouri 
. Dr. King, and that he ran J • • ) .

_Mr. ,Veloz said that although around the side of the room- OPLIN, Mo., April 10 (~ -
this. information was made ing house building. . - A . man who was qu_estioned.. 
ava1lable to the police on Fri- How did the killer know that b~1efly about the slaying of Dr •. 
d~y. the day after J?r. King was Dr. King was in Room 306 of King h~s bee!1 cleared of any
~1lle_d,t~e F,B-!, did not check the Lorraine Hotel and Motel? conpect10!1 with the case, the 
it with 1him until Tuesday. . If the civil. rights leader had pohce said toda):, . . . 

The police said today that been in a room nearer the front The man, who identified him­
the permit had been applied of the motel, his door would self as Lyi;i_n.~- Cleveland, 33 
for b~ a 19-year-old student not have been ·visible to the year_s old, an itinerant ~r~acher, 
who had given his age as 21. sniper. . • . rece1v~d a t~ree-d~y Jail sen­
rhe address and telephone How was the assassination tence in Magistrate s. Court on 
,umber were supposed to have so "well planned"' in such a a· vagrancy charge.. • • • 
>een. those of his father but short time? . • ' 
,;ere given· incorrectly, the ._ The previous'weel<, during a _ F.B.~. Dis~laims Sketch • 
>Olice said. The youth was re- visit to Memphis,· Dr. King had • ti~a1 to The New Y<>rk Time• 
>orted to be in Arizona, and stayed in another :motel and WASHINGTON, April IO­
he po\ice said that he had no had· been 'iri---the Lorraine only The F.B.I. said today it had not 
:onnection with the slaying. one day when the sniper i;noved distributed any sketch of the 

Una11swered questions . that into. the rooming house and King assassin.·· • 
end ttt suggest that Dr. King's found the ·spot best suited to The sketch circulated-in Mex­
leath was the result of a con- shoot from .. • • • • ; • , • • ico was apparently made from 
:piracy include the following: Why did •the killer discard radio broadcasts. giving the 

Who was the.white man with the ,20-'06 caliber Remington F.B.I.'s description.· No sketch 
'something white" •over -his rifle and ablue suitcase with has been authorized by the 
'ace that Dr. King's driver, a pair of binoculars in it on the F.B.I. • 

•• I• 
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OFFICE OF TBB DIRECTOR 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

April 11, 1968 

The Attorney General 

Dear Mr. Attorney General: 

For your information, I am enclosing 
a communication which may be of interest to you. 

Upon removal of the enclosure, if 
classified, this transmittal form becomes 
unclassified. 

Sincerely yours, 

J~~ 
~Director 

Enc. (1) 

This information has also been furnished to 
the White House, the Deputy Attorney General, 
and Assistant Attorney General Stephen J. Pollak. 



UNIT"ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON, D,C. 20535In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. • 

April 11, 1968 

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

The investigation of the murder of Martin Luther 
King, Jr. , on April 4, 1968, has assumed gigantic 
proportions. 

All Field Divisions of the FBI are participating 
in an around-the-clock operation designed to identify and 
apprehend the person or persons responsible for the killing. 

Suspects are being developed and processed on 
a daily basis as additional information is developed. Every 
aspect of the investigation is being vigorously pursued and 
the complete facilities of this Bureau will remain fully 
committed until this matter has been finally resolved. 



UNl'F.ED STATES DEPART~IENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL B_UREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINC'I'.ON • D.C. 20535
In Replj, Please Ref er to 

Filt1 No. 

April 1o, 19 68 

MURDER OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

All investigation into the murder of Martin Luther . ~<t.-,~­

King, Jr 0 , on April 4, 1968, is proceeding on a top priority· 
basiso • 

It has been determined that a pair of pliers believed 
..to have been abandoned by the killer w_as one of tw·elve . 

. purchased in October, 1966, by ·a Los Angeles _hardw_are storeo 
When the pliers were received by_ the store they were placed 
in a bargain barrel near the front dooro One pair remained 
in the barrel on April 8, 19680 Employees do not recall any 
sales of this item but an extensive review is being made of 
credit sales records for any mention of such plierso 

Klansmen, members of other hate· groups, and all -~­
persons known to have a potential for a crime of this type 
are being treated as suspectso Their recent whereabouts and· 
activities are being determined and their fing·erprints are 
being checked against the latent fingerprints that have been 
developed during this investigationo • • 

In addition to the lines of investigation described 
above, we are vigorously pursuing every other logical 
.investigative approach to quickly bring this matter to a 
satisfactory conclusiono • • 
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u er 
Millions in 
C•A.RE.E' ·R·.}A. :,·\s'~~MBOL.-·fioyd- ·:s:--McKissick, when 

er·or-
. . ~ --

, G. · R 
'l'JONOFINTE• l .

l . 
• -----· • ~-, . 

• • '· between degrees of Negro ~ii-
Nobel Winner Was Attacked itancy looked upon Dr., K~ng 

' . as on~ of their chief enemies. 
by Both Negro Militants At times in recent m0~0s,
' • ' . t efforts by Dr. King to utilize
and White Extremis S • Inonviolent methods exploded 

. 
.

ACH
By· MURRA~ll'SCHUMf •A 
To many ·m1 ions o men-

::an -Negroes, the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. was the 
prophet of their crusade for 
iacial -equality. He wa~ their 

director of the Congress ?f 
Racial Equality, declar~d m 
August of that yea!' that it was 
a."foolish assumption to try t~ 
sell nonviol~nce to the ghettos. 1 And white extremists, not 
bothering to make distinctioi:is 

1 breaking, store an 
"01ce of_ anhgu1s~l'. t~he1r thee~; Ilooting, anq one Negro. was 
~uence m um1 1a 10n, . . 1 • shot to death. , , • 
battle cry for human dignity. Two days later, however, 
He forged for them the weap- Dr. King said he ~ould stage 
cns of nonviolence th'at with- another demonstration a!)d at-
stood and blunted the ferocity I trlbuted the yiole~ce to his own 

• 
1 "miscalculation." .

d segregation. . 
An~ to m_any m11llons of 

).merican whites, he was one 
cf a 'grotjp of ~egroes ~ho 
:i:res~rv~d the ~ndge of co'm-
numcatio_n between races 
vhen r~c!al warfar~ threate!1ed 
be U!11t~d States in the nine-
t!en-s1xt1es, as ~eg_roes sought 
t1e full emancipation pledged, 

Abraham Lincoln. . 
To the world Dr. Kmg had 

the stature that accrued to a 
winner of the . Nobel Peace 
Prize; a man with access t? 
the White House. and th~ Vat1• 
can; a veritable hero m the 
African states that ':"'ere just 
emerging from colomahsm. • 

Between Extreme's 
In his dedication to non• 

violence Dr. King was caught
between' white and Negro ex-
tremists as racial tensions 
erupted into arson, gunfire and 
looting in many of the nation's 
cities during the summer of 
1967. 

Militant Negroes, with the 
cry of, "burn, baby bum," 
argued that only by violence 
and segregation could· . th_e 
Negro attain self-respect, d1gm-
ty and real equality ii} th_e 
TTnltP.rl St11tP.", 

into vio,lence. , 
Vl·otence i'n Memphis 

Last week, when he led a 
protest march through. down-
town Memphis, Tenn_., . in sup-
port of the ~ity's striking san-
itation' workers, a group of 
Negro, youths sud~enly begand

windows 

At the time he was assa~s1• 

to them a. century before by- Chicago during the Democratic Dr .. King's successes .were built 

nated in Memphis, Dr. , K11:g ritated even some Negroes m 
was involved in one of his the civil rights movement who 

• greatest plans to dramatize t~e •worked hard, but. in relative 
plight of the poor and stir obscurity. They pointed out­
Congress to 'help Negroes. and Dr. King admitted - that 

He called this ven~ur~, the - he was a · poor administrator. 
"Poor People's Camp.~1gn. . I,~ fSometimes, with sarcasm, they 
·was to be a huge· ~amp•i~ :referred to him, privately, as 
either in• Washington or 1_n ·"De Lawd.'! They noted that 

National convention. • . , on the laborii'of many who had 
·1n one of.his last public pro• gone before him, the nonco_m_s And all over. the world, mennouncements hefore the s?oot• lnd privata·s of the c!Vll were moved as they read hising, Dr. King told an audience :ights army who fought wi~-

1 words of Dec .. 10, 1964, when in ·a Harlem church on March .:• • · 
26: , , • . 

: "We need an alterna~IVe. to 
riots and to timid suppl;cation.
Nonviolence is our most.potent 

weapon." b 1. f • • ci'vii•His strong e 1e s m
rights and ·nonviole~ce: made 
him one ot the leadm_g, oppo• 
nents of Ametjcan participati?n 

"We need to make clear in 
tllis political year, to Congr~ss• 
men on both sides of the aisle 
and to the President of the 
United States that we will no 
longer vote for men who c~n-
tinue to see the killing of Viet-
namese and Americans· as the 
best way of advancing the g?als 
of freedom and self-determma-
tion iii Southeast Asia." : 

Obj~t of Many Attacks 
f 

-· Inevitably, as a symbol o 
integration, he became the ob-
feet of unrelenting attacks and 
vilification. His home was
bombed. He was spat upon and 
mocked. He was struck and 
kicked. He was stabbed, almost 
-fatally by a deranged Negro 

•.worna~. He was frequently, 
thrown . into jail. Threats b~-i 
came so commonplace that his! 
wife could ignore.burning ~ross-'\ 
· es on the lawn · and ommous 
phone calls. Through it all he1 
,adhered to ,the c:reed o~, pa~­
:sive.. disobedience that mfun­
ated segregationists. 

The adulation that- was 
heaped upon him eventually i_r-

, he became the. third • membei; • , out • benefit of headli~es and; 
1 of ·his race to .receive the No-
bel Peace Prize. • 1, telTheviesionN~amgroera:~tremists he!., 

in the war in Vietnam. _'~o ~1m • an "Uncle Tom,'' and charged
the war was ~niust, di"'."ertmg that he was hindering the Ne• 
vast sums away fro~ _pro_grams gro struggle for equality. . 
to ~lleviate the condition of the Dr. King's belief in . nonvi~ 
Negro poor in this country. ~e olence was subjected to mtense,
called the :conflict "one (?f his•. pressure in 1966; when some 
tory's most cruel and sens~1-:5s Negro groups adopted the slo-
wars." Last January he ~~1d, gan "black power" in the' aft~ 

ermath of civil rights marches· 
into Mississippi and race riots 
in Northern cities. He rejected
~e.idea, saring: ._ • 

. · .. ... 

: criticized were contemptuous.
of . Dr. King. They dismissed . 1his passion for nonvio ence as 
another form of servility to_ 

•white people. They called him 

us"· 
I "The Negro needs the white 
man to free him from his fears~ 
The white man needs the Ne• 
,gro to free him from his guilt.
IA doctrine of black supremacy
is as evil as a doctrine of 

1whrte supremacy." · 
The doctrine of "black· pow­

er" threatened to split the Ne­
gro civil rights movement and 
antagonize white liberals who 
had been supporting Negro 
causes, and Dr. King suggest­
ed "militant nonviolence" as a 
'formula . for progress with 
peace.
' At the root of his, civil rights 
convictions was an even more 
profound faith in the basic 
goodness of man and the great
potential of American, democra­
cy. These beliefs' gave , to his 
speeches a fervor that could 
not be stilled by criticism. , 
1.- Scores.of millions, of Amer-: 
leans - white as well as Ne-·. 
gro ~ who sat before television ; 
-sets in the summer of 1963 to 
'watch the -awesome :march of 
some 200,000 Negroes on Wash­
ington were deeply stirred 
when Dr. King, in the shadow 
of the Lincoln Memorial, said: 
.' "Even though we face the 

difficulties of today and to­
morrow, I still have a dream. 

•I have a dream that one day
this nation will rise up and 

. live out the true meaning of its 
: creed: 'We hold these truths 
r to be self-evident, that all menIare created equal.'" . - . 

Insistent on Man's Destiny J 

"I refuse to accept the· 'idea ' 
that 'man is mere flotsam- and I 
jetsam in the • river of life , 
which surrounds' him,'' he said; l 
"I refuse to ·accept the view 
that mankind is so tragically
bound to the starless midnight
of racism and war that the 
bright daybreak of peace andl 
brotherhood can never become 
a reality. . 

"I refuse to accept the cyni­
cal notion that nation after na~' 
tion must spiral down a mili~' 
taristic stairway into the hell 
of thermonuclear destruction. 
I believe that unarmed truth 
and unconditional love 'will 
have the final word in reali~ . 
This is why • right, temporarily
defeated, is stronger than _evil 
triumohant." •:. • 

https://1.-Scores.of
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. . 
Fol the ·poor and unlettered 1 · . . . . .

of his own race, Dr. King spoke Backed by Orga:11zat1on • • Bus Boycott m Progress ' 
differently. There he embraced. Dr., King's effectiveness was Negroes in that' city had 'be• 
the_ rh~hm and passion of the enhanced and given conti_nuity '.gun a boycott.of buses to·win 
revivalist and evangelist. Some by ~he _fact that he had an or- • the right to . sit where they 
o~server~ of Dr. King's tech• ~anization ~ehind him. Formed :pleased instead of being forced 
mque said that others in tht in 1960, with headquarters in to move to the .rear of buses in 
movement were more effective Atlanta, it was called the 'Southern tradition or to ;ur• 
in this respect. But Dr. Kini Southern Christian Leadership runder seats to white people
had the touch, as he illus• Conference,. famiHarly ,known when a bus was crowded. 
trated in a church in Albany. as SLICK. 'Allied with it was Negroes in that city had be­
Ga., in 1962: another organization formed gun a boycott of buses to win 

"So listen to me, children: under Dr. King's sponsorship, the right to sit where they
Put on your marching shoes; the Student Nonviolent Co- pleased instead of being forced 
don'cha get weary; though the ordinating Committee, often re- to move to the rear f buses, in 
path ahead may be dark and ferred to as SNICK. . So_uthern tradition or to' sur• 
dreary; _we're ;~valking for free• These •two organizations runder: seats to ·white people
dom, children. reached the country, though when a bus was crowded. . , 

Or there was the meeting in their basic strength was in the/ The ·381-day boycott by.Ne•
Gadsden, Ala., late in 1963, South. They brought together! groes was already under way 

1when be displayed another side.Negro clergymen, businessmen when the young pastor was 
of his ability before an audi• professional men and students:: placed in tjlarge of the cam-· 
ence of poor Negroes. Jt went They raised the money and paign. It has been said that one 
as f?llows: ' planned • the sit-ins, the cam- of the reasons he go't the job-

1I King: I bear they are beating paigns for Negro vote registra- was because he was so new in 
you. . . . tion, the demonstrations by the area he ·had not anta-

1
. Audience: Yes, yes. • which Negroes hacked. away at gonized any of the.'Negro fac• 

King: I hear they are cursing segregationist resistance, low~ tions. Even whi_le the • boycott 
you. ering the barriers against Ne: ...-------:-~=====-
' Audience: Yes, yes. :groes 'in the political, economic was under way, a board of di-
! King: I hear they are going and social life of the nation. rectors handled the bulk of ad.; 
into your homes and doing • This minister • who became ministrative work. • ,nasty _things and beating you. the most famou; spokesman for 
1 Audience: Yes, yes. ! Negro rights since Booker T. However, it was Dr. King!

who dramatized the boycott1I King: Some of you have Washington, was not partic• 
with his decision to make it the 

1knives, and I ask you to put ~larly impressive in appear~ 
testing ground, before the eyes!them up. Some of you have mce. About 5 feet 8 inches tall, of the nation,· of his belief in'arms, and I ask you to put them ,e had an oval face with al~ the civil disobedience teachings ,up. Get the weapon- of non-·=;=====~======= of Thoreau and Gandhi. When 

• ' ' mond-shaped eyes that look~c he was arrested during the 
violence, the. bre.astplate of· , almo~t dreamy when he was.of1 Montgomery boycott, he said: 
righteousness, the armor of the . platform. • His . neck arid "If we are arrested every 
truth, and just keep marching." shoulders were heavily muscled day, if we are exploited every • 

It was said that so devoted· • but his hands were almost deli~ day, if we are trampled over 
every day, don't ever let any­:was his vast following that even· cate. • • 
one pull you so low as to hateamong· illiterates he, cduld, by Speaker of Few Gestures them. We must use the weapon

calm discus_sion of Platonic There was little of the r~b- of love. We' must_ have compas­
dogma, evoke deep cr!es ot' blerouser in his oratory. He was sion and understanding for 
"Amen." . not prone to extravagant ges- those who hate us. We must 

Dr. King also· hai a way of tur~s or loud peroration. His realize -so many people are 
reducing complex issues to baritone voice, though vibrant, taught to hate us that they are 
terms that· anyone could under- was ~ot that ,of a spellbinder. not totally responsible for their 
stand. Thus, in the summer of Occasionally, after • a particu- hate. But we stand in life at 
1965, when there was wide- larly telling sentence he would midnight; we are always on the 
spread discontent among N~ t(lt his head a bit and fall ~hreshold of a new dawn!' 
groes about their struggle for silent as though waiting for the Home Bombed in Absence 
equality of employment, he' de• echoes of his thought to spread Even more dramatic, in someclared: . through; the hall, church or ways, was his reaction to the. "What good does it do to. be $treet. • bombing of his home duringable to eat at a lunch counter _In; private. gatherings, Dr. the boycott. He was away atif you can't buy a hamburger." Km_g lacked the laughing gre- the time and rushed back fear•The enormous impact of Dr. fcanousness that often makes ful for his wife and children.King's words was one of ,the· or popularity. Some thought They were not injured. But 
reasons he. was in the Presi- he was without a sense of hu­ when • he reached the modestdent's Room in the Capitol on mor. He was not a gifted ra• house,· more than a. thousandAug. 6, 1965, when President conteur. He did not have the Negroes had· already gatheredJohnson signed the Voting f!amboyance of a Representa• and were in an ugly mood,Rights Act that struck down tive Adam Clayton Powell Jrs. seeking revenge against • the 
literacy tests, provided Federal or the cool_ s;rategic brilliance white people. The police were
registrars to assure the ballot of ~oy Wilkin~. ~ead of the 

1 jittery. Quickly, Dr. King, pac-
to unregistered Negroes andl National Assoc1at1on , for the ified the crowd and there was
marked the ·growth of the Ne•i·Advancement· • of Colored ., no trouble. ,
gro • as a political force in • the Peopl~. • • • •-:.Dr. King was even more im-South. What Dr. King did have was 1 pres1:ive during the "big push" an instinct for the right mo­ ~ in Birmingham, which began in, ment to make his moves. Some IApril, .1963. With the ministercritics looked upon this as •in the limelight,· Negroes there

pure oppor~unism. N,evertheless, began a campaig11 of sit-ins at1t was tJ,:s sense of timing. lunch. counters, ·,pi(:keting .and 
that ~aised him in 1955,. from protest marches;,,. Hundreds of a newly arrived • minister. in children, ·use,d in the:·campaign,'
Montgom~ry, Ala., with his first were jailed.-';•'• •. 1•• • .,.~i:''•.'<,- . ··•.., ""'-....., ...church, .. to a figure of.national 
prominc~c~. •. , . : • • j 1 

' I' > .. 

•. 

The entire world was ·st1I:rec1.. ' 
when the police turned dogs on ; 
the demonstrators. Dr. King 
was jailed for five days. While 
he was in prison he issued a 
9,000-word letter that created 
considerable controversy among 
white _people, alienating some1sympathizers who thought- Dr. 
King was being too aggressive. 

• Moderates Called Obstacles· • 
,' In the letter he wrote: 
: "I have almost reached the 

r_egrettable conclusion that the 
Negro's. great stumbling block 
in the stride toward freedom 
is not the White Citizens Coun­
ciler or the Ku Klux ·KJan­
.ner, but the , white moderate 
who is more devoted to order 
than· to justice; who prefers a 
negative peace, which is the 
absence of tension, to a , posi• 
tive peace, which is the pres­
ence of justice." , •. 

Some critics of Dr. King said 
that one reason for :this letter 
was to answer Negro intellec­
tuals, such as the w~iter· James 
Baldwin, who were impatient!
with Dr. King's belief in broth­
erhood. Whatever the reasons, 
the role of Dr. Kin~ in Bir• 
mingham added to his stature 
and showed that his enormous 
·following was deeply devoted 
to·him. .,,·. ,· ,. 
r..He. demonstrated this in • a 
fthreatening situation in Albany, 
Ga., after four Negro girls were 
killed in the bombing of a 
.church. Dr. King said at the 
funeral: • 

"Ill spite of the darkness of 
'this hour, we must not despair.
We must not lose faith in our 
white brothers.'' 

As Dr. King's words grew 
more potent and he was invited 
to the White House by Presi­
dents Kennedy and Johnson, 
some critics - Negroes as well 
as white - noted that some­
times, • despite all the publicity
he attracted, he left campaigns
unfinished or else, failed to at• 
tain his goals. . 

Dr. Kirig was aware of this. 
But he pointed out, in 1964, in 
St. Augustine, Fl~.. one of. the 
, toughest civil rights battle, 
grounds, that there were. im· 
portant intangibles. : • 
: • "Even if, we do, not get al 

https://boycott.of
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we should," he said, "move­ ~ 
ments such as this tend more 
and more to give a Negro· the i 

sense of self-respect that he ' 
needs. It tends to generate 
courage in Negroes outside the 
movement. It brings intangible
results outside the community
where it is carried out. There 
is ·a hardening of attitudes in 
situations like, this. But other 
cities see and say, "We don't 
want to be another,~lbany or 
Birmingham,' and they make 
changes. Some communities, 
like this one, had to bear the 
cross." . \ 

It was in this city that Ne, 
groes marched into the fists of 
the mob singing: "We lov~ ,_ev~ 
erybody." 

Conscious ffLeading Role 
There was no false modesty

in D.r. King's self-appraisal of 
his role in the civil rights move­
ment. 

"History," he said, "has 
thrust me into this position. It 
would be both immoral and a 
sign of ingratitude if I did not 
face my moral responsibil:ty to 1 

do what I can in this struggle."
Another time he compared

himself to Socrates as one of 
:"the creative gadflies of so­
ciety." . 
• • 'At times he addressed him­
self deliberately to the white 
people of the nation, Once, he 
said: . , , ... 

"We· will match your caJ'.lac­
ity to inflict ,suffering • with 
our capacity to endure suffer­
ing. We will meet your physical 
force with soul force. We will 
not hate you, but we cannot in 
all good conscience obey your
unjust laws ... We will soon 
wear you down by our capac­
ity to suffer. And in winning 
our freedom we will so appeal 

1to your heart and conscience 
that we will win you in the 
process."

The enormous influence of 
Dr. King's voice in the turbu­
lent racial conflict reached into 
New York in 1964. In the sum­
mer of that year racial rioting 
exploded in New York and in 

. other Northern cities with 
t large Negro populations. There 
i was widespread fear that the 
• disorders, particularly in Har-
- !em, might set off unprecedent­

ed racial violence. 

At this point Dr. King be-
came one of the major inter­
mediaries in restoring order. 
He conferred with Mayor Rob­
ert F. Wagner and with Ne­
gro leaders. A statement was 
issued, of which he was one of 
the signers, calling for "a broad 
curtailment if not total mora­
torium on mass demonstra­
tions until after Presidential 
elections." 

The following year, Dr. King 
was once more in the head­
lines and on television - this 
time -leading a drive for Ne­
gro voter registration in Selma, 
Ala. Negroes were arrested by·
the hundreds. Dr. King was, 
punched and kicked by a white 
man when, during this period
of protest, he became the first 
Negro to.register at a century­
old hotel in. Selma. 

Martin Luther King Jr. was 
born Jan. 15, 1929, in Atlanta 
on Auburn Avenue. As a child 
his name· was Michael Luther 
King and so was his father's. 
His father changed both their 
names legally to Martin Luther 
King in honor of the Protestant 
reformer. . . 

Auburn Avenue' is one of the 
nation's most widely known Ne• 
gro sections. Many successful 
Negro business or. professional 
men have lived there. The Rev. 
Martin Luther King Sr. was 
pastor of the Ebenezer Baptist
Church at Jackson Street and 
Auburn Avenue. 
, Ypung Martin went to At-· 
lanta's Morehouse College, a 
'.Negro institution whose stu­
'ldents acquired ,what was some­
times called the "Morehouse 
swank." The president of More­
house, Dr.· B. E. Mays, took a 
special interest in Martin, who 
had decided, in his junior year,
:to be a clergyman.
I He was ordained a minister in 
his father's church in 1947. It 
'Was in .this church . he was to 
say, some years later: : •I "America,. you've strayed 
awaY.c You've trampled pv~ 19 

i
million of • your brethren. All 
men are created equal.. Not 
some men. Not white men. All 
men. America, rise up and come 
home." 

Before Dr. King hacl his own 
church he pursued his studies in 
the integrated Crozier Theolog­
ical Seminary, in Chester, Pa. 
He was one· of six Negroes in 
a student body of about a hun­
dred. He became the first Negro 
class president. H._e.was named 
the outstanding student and won 
a fellowshiP. to study for a 
doctorate at 'the school of his 
choice. The young. man enrolled 
at Boston College in 1951. 

For his doctoral • thesis he 
sought to resolve the differences1 
between the Harvard theolo~,
gian Paul Tillich and the neo­
naturalist philosopher Henry,
Nelson Wieman. During this, 
period he took courses at Har-
vard, as well. • 

While he was working on his 
doctorate he met Coretta Scott, 
a graduate of Antioch College,
who was doing graduate work 
in music. He married the singer 
in 1953. They had four children, 
"Yoki," Martin Luther King 3d, 
'Dexter Scott and Bernice. 

In 1954, Dr.· King became 
pastor of the Dexter • Avenue 
Baptist Church in Montgomery, 
Ala. At that time few of Mont­
gomery's white· residents saw 
any reason for a major dispute 
with the city's 50,000 Negro~s. 
They did not seem to reahze 
how· deeply the Negroes- re­
sented segregated seating on 
buses, for instance. . 
• Revolt Begun by Woman . 
On Dec. 1, 1955, they learned, 

almost by accident. Mrs. Rosa 
Parks, a Negro seamstress, re­
fused to • comply., with a bus 
driver's order to give up her 
seat to a white passenger. She 
was tired, she· said. Her feet 
hurt from a day of shopping.
• Mrs .. Parks had been a local 
secretary for the_ National As­
sociation for the Advancement 
of Colored People. She w!ls ar~1
rested, convicted of refusing to, 
obey the bus conductor and: 
fined $10 and costs, a total of; 
$14. Almost as spontaneous as1 

Mrs. Parks's act was the rally-i
'.ing of many Negro leaders in!, 
;th• r.itv to help her. . . , ...:. 

.....~ -··., - -
From a protest begun over a 1 

Negro woman's tired feet Dr. 
King began his public career. 

In 1959 Dr. King and his 
family moved bac!c to Atlanta, 
where he became a co-pastor,
with his father, of the Ebenezer 
Baptist Church. 

As his fame 'increased, public 
interest in his beliefs led him, 
to write books. It was while he 
was autographipg one· of these 
books, "Stride Toward Free-

•dom," in a Harlem department 
store that he was stabb_ed by a 
Negro woman. 

It was in these books that he 
summarized, . in detail, his be­
lfofs as well· as his career. Thus, 
in "Why We. Can't Wait," he 
wrote: 

"The Negro knows he is right. 
He has not organized for • con-1 
quest or to gain spoils or to' 
enslave those who have injured.
him. His goal is not to capture'
that which belongs to someone 
,else. He merely wants, and will 
·have, what is honorably his." 
I The posibility that he might
someday be assassinated was 1 

considered by Dr. King on June,' 
l·s, 1964, when he ,reported, in 
St. Augustine, Fla., that his life 
'had been threatend. He said: 
\ "Well, if physical death is 
the price that I must' pay to 
free my white brothers and sis­
ters from a permanent death of 
the spirit, then nothing ·can be, 
more redemp_tive.'' , 
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. -. Chatting With Friends • : 

GUARD OUT;CALLED.,se:~/t::u~;s;:it:nm:~at:~ 
; > '. ported to have rushed out of ·a 

· . • \. puilding across the street after 

CurfewIs Put on C1'tu': shoot~ng. They the indicated
1.,: that he might have dropped a 

butF·1resAre S t: • "Browning automatic rifle with , e i a telescopic sight before leaping 
St d ·.: into a car. • •dPI. .. an Q IC8. One ··_; ( The. Arkansas State Police· 

• ' _____ , , : i across the Mississippi Rive; 
from Memphis, received an alert 

By EARL CALDWELL 
Special 10The New York T•m•• , ':. to watch out for a white car 

·MEMPHIS, April 4-The Rev. . driven· by a whlte man, dark­
Dr. Martin ~uther King Jr., wh9 haired and dressed in a dai:k 
preached nonviolence ancl racial suit. 
brotherhood. was fatally shot Dr. King was shot .while ·he­
here tonight by a distant glll)~ leaned over a second-floor rail• 
man who then raced.away and ing outside his room at the Lor4 
escaped. . . , .raine Motel. He· was chatting 

Four thousand National Guard with two friends just before 
· troops were ordered into Mein~ starting ·for dinner. : 
. phis by Gov. Buford Ellington I One of the friends was a mu­
after the 39-year-old Nobel' sician, and Dr. King had just 
Prize-winning civil rights leader asked him to play a Negro spir-
died. : itual, "Precious Lord, Take My, • 

A durfew was imposed ~n:Hand," at a rally that was·.to 
this shocked city of 550,000 in~ have been held two hours later. 
habitants, 40 per cent.of whoni in support of striking _Memphis 
are Negro. • sanitationmen. ~-

But the tragedy was followed· • Paul Hess, assistant admi~is~ 
by sporadic incidents that in-" trator ·at· St. Joseph's Hospital, 
eluded st~re windows being where Dr. King died despite 
broken, the police being stoned emergency surgery, said.- the 
while trying to clear people· • minister had "recei~ed a. g'un•-' 
from the streets and fires being shot wou~d on the right· sid~·of 
set to garbage in the streets. the neck, at the root of .the 

Police Director Frank Hollo; neck, a gaping wound.': ;~. , 
man said the • assassin might "He w~~. pronounced dea~.'. at 
have been a white man who Continued on Page 24, Column1 
was "50 to 100 yards aways in 
a flophouse.'' Mr. Holloman 
said two persons had been 
taken into custody, but he also 
said the police had no definite 
leads. .. • '~ 
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\ ·-:~ 
• . Today Dr. King had been in 
;his second-floor room-Number GUARDSMEN~-,000 :306-throughout ·the day. Just 
; ~bout 6 P.M. he emerged wear­
' mg a silkish-loking bla~k-suit 
' and white shirt.. ORDERED OUT.Solomon Jones Jr., his driver • 
, had been waiting to take hini , 
by car to tbe home of the· Rev. 

0 S~muel Kyles of Memphis for .·Curfew Is Imposed on City, : dinner. Mr. Jones said later • 
: h!l had observed, "It's cold out• but Windows Are Broken side, J?Ut your topcoat on," and 

~-- and Policemen Stoned'. • Dr. Kmg had replied "O K I 
'will.'' , ' , • • ·•i ' ' • • ' j. . . , Two Men in Courtyard· 

; ~ontinued _From.Page I, ~I. 8 : Dr. King; an open-faced, genial 
: 7:05 P.M.-Central standard time ~ m~i:1•leaned over a green iron 

ra1hng to chat with ari asso­(S:05 P.M. New York time) by ~iate, Jesse Jackson, standing
• ~taff do~tors,". Mr. Hes·s • said. Just below him in a courtyard
' 'Th~y did everything humanly . parking lot. • • 
, possible." • ~- "Do ·you know. Ben?" Mr. 
. Dr; King's mourning associ­ ;Jackson aske~, introducing Ben 

.Branch of Chicago, a musician. ates sought to calm the people 
~who was to play at the night~sthey _met by recalling his mes- ,rally. . . , • • 

. s~ges of peace,. but there was ; ."Yes, th'at's my· man!" Dr. 
-widespread c_oncern by law en~ Kmg glowed. • • • 
forcement officers here d ~ _Th,e. tw~ men recalled Dr. 

~Kmg s a~~mg for the playing.e!sewhere over potential r:c- ': of the spmtual. •"I really wanttions. · ' • • i"Y<?Uto _Play that tonight," Dr. 
• In a television .broadcast ~t­ ;:Xmg said, enthusiastically. • 
er the curfew was ordered here ;:. The Rev. Ralph W. Aber­

;:nathy,_ perhaps Dr. King's clos­Mr. Holloman said • "rioting h •
b k . • as ~est friend, was just about to 
ro en out in parts of the city.' i::come • out: of the ·.motel room 

and "looting is rampant." ~when the sudden loud ·noise 
Dr. ~ing _had come.back to • burst out. . • 

t Dr. King toppled to the con­_Memp_h1syesterday morning to 
~_crete second-floor walkway.tgamze . support once again :-~lood gushed from the rightor 1,300 sanitation workers :· Jaw and neck area. His necktie -~ho have been striking since ;_had been , ripped off by theLincoln's Birthday. Just a week ,.blast. . . . , • 

! ago to~ay ?ie led a march in :· "He had Just bent over," Mr. !}le ~tr1kers cause· that ended •Jackson recalled later.· "If he,m vtolence. A 16-year~old Nt>­ had been standing up, he; gros ;w!1s killed, . 62 persons wouldn't have been hit in the•were mJured and -200 were ar fac~.~•: , . ; ,:rested. . • • • • • • 



Policemen 'All Over' 
"When I turned around," .Mr. in forlorn hope. One was , ==::;:::::;==m=jg,w.rmi~:=il 

Jackson went on, bitterly, ·"I Chauncey Eskridge,. his legal 
saw police coming from every- adviser. ·He broke into sobs 
where. They said, 'where did , when Dr. King'.~ death was an- ft ,..IJ 
it come from?' And I said, 'be- nounced. ~, • • • • ~"r~ 
hind you.• The police were ''.Aman full of life, full of .,, 
coming from where the shot :Jove and he was shot," Mr. / /
came." • Eskridge said. "He had always A1~w 

• Mr Branch asserted that the! lived with that expectation-i =f. 
.shot 0had come from "the hill but nobody ever expected it to 
on the other side of the street." happen." .. 

"When I looked up, the police But the Rev. Andrew Young, 
· :and the sheriff's deputies were executive director of Dr. King's ~ 
running all around," Mr; Branch :Southern Christian Leadership

Conference, recalled there had 
'been some talk just last night
about possible harm to Dr. 
King in Memphis.
• Mr: Young recalled: "He said 
he had reached the pinnacle
:of fulfillment with his non­
violent movement, and these 
reports did not bother him." 

Mr. Young believed that the 
fatal ' shot might have been 
fired from a passing car. "It 
sounded like a firecracker," he 
.said. 
1 In a nearby building, a news­
,man who had been watching a 
;television • program thought,
'however, that "itwas a tremen~ 
dous· blast that sounded like a 
bomb." ,.

There. were perhaps 15 per-
sons in the motel courtyard
\area when Dr. King was shot, 
all. believed to be Negroes and 
Dr. King's associates. .
I Past the courtyard is. a _small 
empty swimming pool. Then 
1corries Mulberry Street, a short 
street only three blocks ·away 
,from storied Beale Street on t~e 
fringe. of downtown Memphis. 
\ Fire Station Nearby 

on the other side of , the 
street is a six-foot brick re­
straining wall, with bushes and 
grass atop it and • a • hiHside 
going on to a patch of trees. 
Behind the trees is a rusty wire. 
fence enclosing' backyards of 
two-story brick and frame_ 
. houses. · 

At the corner at Butler Street 
is a newish-looking white brick 
fire station. . ' • 

Police were reportecl to have 
Ichased a late-model. blue. or 
white car through M!lmphis and 
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AREA OF THE MURDER: 
(1) Motel where the shoot-
ing occurred; (2) the famed

f d
Beale Street, scene O ell!-' 
Onstrations, and (3) hospt• 
tal where Dr. K_ing 'died. 

,• ,, 

' h•• ' -11- • • •i· 
-~ort to M1 mgton ... A c1v1 

declared. 
"We didn't need to call the 

police" Mr. Jackson • said. 
"They were here all, ov.er the 
place."
• Mr. Kyles said Dr. King had 
·stood in the open "about three 
minutes." 
• Mr. Jones, the driver· said 
that a squad car with four po-
}icemen in it drove. down the 
street only moments before the 
gunshot. The police had been 
circulating throughout the mo-
tel area on precautionary pa-
trols. \ 

After the shot, Mr. Jones 
said, he saw a man "with some-
thing white on his face" creep 
away from a thicket across the 
street. 

Someone rushed up with a 
towel to stem the flow of Dr. 
King's blood. Mr. Kyles said he 
put a blanket over -Dr. King,
but "I knew he was gone." He 
ran down the stairs and tried 
to telephone from the motel of-
fice, for an ambulance.. 

Mr. Abernathy hurrl,ed up
with a second larger towel. 

·Police With Helme~ , • 
Policemen were pouring· 'into 

the motel area, carrying rifles 
and shotguns ·and wearing riot 
helmets. • • 

But the· King aides said it 
seemed to be 10 or 15 minutes 
before a Fire Department am-
bulance arrived. 

Dr. King was apparently still 
living when he reached the 
St. Joseph's Hospital operating 
room for emergency surgery.
He was borne in on a stretcher, 
the bloody towel over his head. 

It was the same emergency 
room to which James H. Mere­
dith, first Negro enrolled at the 
University of Mississippi, was 
taken after he was ambushed 
and shot in June, 1965, at Her­
nando, Miss., a few miles south 
of Memphis. Mr. Meredith was 
not seriously hurt. 

Outside the emergency' room 
some of Dr. King's ~id_e's waited.• 

\ 

~a~ 
_m another car _that had a c1t1- , up the mountain, and· I've 
zens band radio was also re-, I looked over' and I've seen the 
.por~ed to have pursued the : promised land." . . 
f!eemg ~ar and to have opened, , "I may not get there with 
J1re on it.. . ! you but I want you to know 
r The police first co~doned off tonight that we as a people will1 
an area of about five blocks , get to the promised land. Sol 
around the Lorra_me. Mote_!, I'm happy tonight. I'm not wor-

chosen by Dr. K_m& for his 
stay here because 1t 1s Negro-
owned. The two-story motel is 

1'an addition to a small two-
1story hotel in a ·1argely1Negr9 
area. • • • • • ,, ' • • • 

Mayor Henry Loeb had • or• 
• dered a curfew here after last! 

week's disorder,: and' National 
Gu~rd 4nits h~d been on. duty, 

• for five days until .they were. 
deactivated only yesterday. • 
• Tonight the Mayor reinstated· 
the curfew · at 6:35 and- de-
clared: 

. "After the tragedy which has 
happened in Memphis tonight, 
for the protection of all our 
citizens,· we · are . pµtting .the 
,curfew back in effect. All move-
·ment is restricted except• for 
p_ealth or emergency reason~." . -; . ' • ,.

•·,• 

I Ellington Asks Calm 
Governor Ellington, calling 

out the National Guard and 
pledging all necessray ac.tion by 
the state to prevent, disorder, 
announced: 

"For the second time in re­
cent days, I most earnestly ask 
the people of Memphis and 
Shelby County to remain calm. 
;I do so aagin tonight in the fac_e 
•of this most regrettable mc1-: 
1det1t. . • ' 
• "Every possible action is 
being taken to apprehend the 
'person or persons responsible
•for committing this act. 
. "We are also taking precau­
tionary steps to prevent any 
acts of disorder. I can fully
appreciate 'the feelings and 
emotions which this crime has 
aroused, but for the benefit of 
everyone, all of our citiz~ns 
must exercise restraint,· caution : 
and good judgment." , . 

National Guard planes flew • 
over the state to bdng in con- • 

, tingents of riot-trained high• 
way patrolmen. Units of the, 

··Arkansas State Patrol were 
deputized and brought· ._.int~ 
Memphis. .. . 
. Dr. King told ,a rally here 
1ast mg• ht : . . 

"Like anybody, I would like 
to live a long life, but I'm not 
concerned about that." 

"I just want to do God's· will 
and he has allowed me to go 

ried about anything/' , .. 
· • ,-]

Once Stabbed in Harlem • 
In has career Dr. King had; 

suffered beatings and blows.]
Once--on Sept. 20, 1958-he 
was tabbed in a Harlem depart-I 
ment store in New York by al 
Negro woman • 1ater adjudged
insane. . • ' 

That time he underwent a 
four-hour operatiori to remove 

' a steel letter opener that had 
been plunged into • his upper 
left chest. For a time he was 
on the critical list, but he told 
his wife, while in the hospital;
'''I don't hold any bitterness 
toward this woman.'' • • ' 

At the time of • tonight'·s 
' .·, , • • 



..... f 

.' 

l

'shooti~g, Dr. King's wif~,· 
Coretta, the mother of his two 
children, was in Atlanta. 
Mayor Ivan Allen of Atlanta 
rushed to the King home and 
'drove her to the airport. She 
was waiting for a flight· to 
\Memphis when. she learned her 
husband had died. • 

In Memphis, Dr. King's chief 
associates met in his room after' 
he died. They included Mr. 
Young, Mr. Abernathy, Mr. 
Jackson, the Rev. James Bevel1 

1and Hosea Williams. 
They had to ste~ afross a 

drying pool of Dr. Kings blood 
to enter. Someone had thrown 
a crumpled pack of cigarettes 
into the blood. 

After 15 minutes . they
emerged. Mr. Jackson looked 
at the blood. He embraced Mr. 
Abernathy. -

"Stand talll" somebody ex• 
horted. . ,

"Murder! Murder!" Mr. l3evel 
groaned. "Doc said that'.s not 
the way." • 

"Doc" was what they often 1 

called Dr. King. ' . , 
Then the murdered leader s 

aides said they would go on to 
the hall where t<:lnight's rally 
was to have been held. They 
wanted to urge calm, upon th,e 
mourners. 

Some policemen ~ought to 
dissuade . them. • ••

' , ' 

!mtl l'OF.KTIMES 

, • , I . , . . • "i , . : As90Clat.edPress 

ASSASSINATION SCENE: Pol\~~men standing guard around the Lorraine ·Motel in Mem• . 
phis, where Dr. King__was-slain yesterday evening: He was leaning over the railing on.• 
·the second-floor Qafoony, talking to a friend in parking-lot below, when he was shot. _,.,,..,,........ .. .~ . ' 

:~~}·~~ 

il'r'. •• 

........ 
. • Unlt•d PreH,Inlernallonal 

WIDOW: Mrs. Martin Luther King Jr. being assisted froni a car at her home in Atlanta ' 
less than an hour after hearing of the shooting of her .husband at a motel in Memphis. 
--------============· ======;.+' - i • ,.,· .... ~ ...._"'\~ 
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Opposed Vietnam War 
Dr. King's commitment to 

tO 

-

principles of militant paci• 
fism led him a year ago toJ...!._/ --- \,) 

By William McKaye • 
Wa.&llln;ton Post St~)"lt•• ' ... 

'Almost :from the moment 
ln 1955 when he came on 
the national scene as an 
1postle of· non-violence, the 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. was constantly exposed 
:o the posslbillty of violent 
kath. 

But as ihad his mentor be-
·ore him, Mohandas· K. Gan. 

., who died in India 1n 
,9~8 at an assassin's hand, 
)r. King had a fatalistic and 
.herefore seemingly· untrou­
>led view of dying. 

There were· ihundreds of 
hreats on his lif~, i~cludiin-g 
ng several real ones. 

He was stabbed in 1958 in 
L Harlem department store 
1s he sat autographing copies 
f ''Stride Toward Freedom;" • 
he book that descru.bed ihis 
irst great tl'iumph as a civil 
-i.ghts leader - the boycott 
nd subsequent integration 
>f the Montgomery, Ala., bus 
ystem. 
Even before that, at the 

eight bf •the Montgomery 
truggle, persons threw a 
omb that didn't' detonate on 
he front porch of his Mont­
:omery home. 
In May 1964, a dynamite 

omb was heaved into the 
,. G. Gaston Motel in Bir-
1ingham where Dr. King 
,as staying. He esca.ped in- . 
ury, but Negroes rioted in 
rotest and scores were in­
Jred, During that same 
e r i o d, the Birmingham 
ome of his b'r'other, the Rev. 
.. D. King, was all bu de­
:royed by dynamite. 
D u r i n g the tumultuous 

ays of his assaults on seg­
?gation in Bir min g ham, 
ackson, Miss., and Albany 
,a., hardly a week passed 
1at there were not threats 
1 his life. Justice Depart-
1ent officials and FBI men 
?pt a close security 
atch on Dr. King, but often 
iuthern police refused to 
,ve him protection. 
Accordingly, it became 
Ji e natural for Dr. King, 

he did once in, troubled 
lbany, to say: 
"It may get me I crucified. 
may even die. But I want 
said even if I die in the 

ruggle that' 'He died to 
ake men :free.' " 

, 
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., 
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Footsteps of Christ 
Dr. King unswervingly 

professed willingness to fol• 
low in the f o o t s t e p s of 
Christ, even if the path led: 
ultimately to death. -•:-

Even after the civil rights .. . 
movement became increas~ 
ingly militant, . and the 
gentle strains of "We Shall 
Overcome" were replaced"
by strident shouts· of "Black- • 
Power," Dr. King. scarcely 
wavered :from his insistence 
that "nonviolent protest is 
the most effective weapon 
-cf an oppressed people." 

This refusal to adapt to 
more radical :forms of pro­
test cost him much support 
~mong Negro militants. 

Dr. King remained prob­
ably the single most effec­
i.ive, bridge between the Na­
tion's increasingly estranged 
Negro arid white commq-
nities. 1• 

This p owe r of lbridge. 
buliding rose to two _zreat 
climaxes during Dr. King's • 
career-the great outpour• 
ing of humanity that was· 
the 1963 civil rights march : 
cin Washington and the 1965 
voter registration campaign 
in Selma, Ala., that culmi­
nated in the triumphant 50-
mile Selma-to-Montgomery 
march. 

"I have a dream," said Dr. 
King on that torrid August 
day in Washington, "that 
one day this Nation will rise 
up and live out the true 
meaning of its creed: 'We 
hold these truths to be self• 
evident, that all men _.re 
created equal.' 

"I have a dream that my 
four children will one day
live in a Nation where ;hey 
will 11ot be judged by the 
color of their skin but by 
the content .of their charac­
ter ... 

' <lay on fae red hills of Geor• 
gia the sons of former slaves 
and the sons ·of former slave­
owners will ·be· -able to sit 
down at the table· of brother-, 
hood .. .'' 
Son of 11/!inistet' , 

Dr. King was -a-son of 
Georgia, prea~her's son. He 
was ordamea to the. Bap.tist 
ministry in 1948, when he 
was only 19, in his father's 
church, Ebenezer Baptist 

I' 

Church of Atlanta. 
In his • youth Dr'. King • 

!mew few economic wor<ries. 
.But "M. L.," as his family 
and friends called him, early 

' learned t.1-le :facts . of segre• • 
gated life. 

• • • 'Uritll h'e was 6, he played 
• ·nearly every day with ·a ' 

white neighbor his own a·ge: 
. But one day the boy's moth­
er took him aside and told 
him to leave her son alone. 
"He's getting too big to run 
around playing with nig­
gers," she said. 

One other childho'od hu­
miliation Dr. King never· 
forgot occurrl'!d one day in 
an Atlanta d e p a rt m e n t 
store. "You're the nigger • 
that stepped on my foot," a 
white woman yelled· at him, 
and sl ,ped his face. The 
youth t;;~·r.ed away, a reac­
.tion • that did not, surprise 
his father, who recalled in 
later years that "M. L." was 
"a quiet coy, the kind the 
bullies picked on because 
he n at u r a 11 y turned' the 
other. cheek." . 

a position that cost him the 
support of many in the po­
litical establishment o:f the 

- • Nation who 'previously had 
been powerful friends. 

He conder.1ned the United . 
States role in :te Vietnam 
war and ler.t fae :.~ev. James 
Bevel, a lieutenant in his 
Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference, to direct 
an anti":'aX: lo~:...,,ing effort. 

Proclaiming the organiza-' 
tion of a "Vietnam Summer" • 
drive against the war, Dr. 
King said: 

"We hope the organization 
efforts will translate this • 
concern into effective politi-

. cal power against the war 
a_nd against U.S. interven~ 
t1ons elsewhere." 

, The almond-eyed m!nii.ster 
expressed impatience with. 

. : thos~ who suggested his 
move might hurt his civil 
rights work. . : • 

•~I think my failure to 
work for peace would have 
hurt it mor.e," he said. 

'!3Y earlier this year Dr. 
Kmg was speaking of "this 
cruel, ceaseless, unjust war" 
and saying to his country-

, men: 
"Somewhere along the·'. ' 

way we have allowed the 
means by which we live to 
outrun the ends :for which 
we live.". J , 

Yet in his "Poor People's 
. Campaign," toward which he 

was building day by day un­
ti~ he fell in Memphis, Dr. 
Kmg was once again demon­
strating his conviction that 

. the evils which tear at 
America are all of a piece, 
that the key to all is 
achievement of true econ­
omic and social equality and 
all other concerns, interna-

, ti_onal and domestic, should 
y1el_d to this prime priority. 
Began in Montgomery 

_Martin Luther King began 
his _career as civil rights 

• leader in Montgomery Ala 
in 1965. The Northern-~duc~: 

· ted minister (B. D., • Crozer 
Theological Seminary 1948· • 
Ph. D., • Boston Univ'ersity'. 
1955) had been married two 
years to the :former Coretta 
Scott. For one year he had 
been pastor of Dexter Ave­
n-ue Baptist. 

One night Rosa Parks a 
Negro seamstress, got .o~ a 
bus and sat down. The' driv­
er, f9llowing custom, or­
dered her to get up and sur-

-~.....,_. .... ,..,__ .,_.____ I 
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... . . 
render her seat to a white a dream, . craaaa-ap. We 
man. don't want dreams, we want· 

l\Irs. Parks refused. •"I jobs."
don't know why," she said That kind of widening gap ' 
later. "I was just tired. My between his vague dreams 
feet hurt." of freedom and the harsh 

realities of the embittered'Mrs. Parks was fined .for Negro ghettoes led him to 
her offense and Dr. King, his first major• defeat: Chi-
who was president of the cago, 1966. . , .,. 
Montgomery Improvement He mounted an assault on 

Chicago's West Side 'slumsAssodation, called for a 
where several h u n d re dboycott of the buses by Ne­
thousand Negroes live in"·::groes. 
conditions as ~esperate as , ,. For 381 days the boycott 

• any in rural Mississippi,went on, the bus company only ·to find th.lt the tech•was driven to the verge of •niques that thad wM"ked · in 1•·bankruptcy and finally a the rural South failed tocourt ordered the buses de- reach the u r b a n bJ.ack .,1segreg .. ted. • masses. • .,,
In 1960 Dr. King returned Dr. Ki n g ~ s SCLC hadto Atlanta, became co-pastor never been known for effi. ◄with his father of Ebenezer cient organization. The Rev.Church and founded the Andrew Young, Dr. King'sSouthern Christian Leader­ principal assistant at theship Conference. time of his murder, always <By 1960 the name of Mar- i said, "Well, we like the folk,· ,.tin Luther King was potent• ; 'When the splrit say go, weolitical magic. • go.'"
During the fall election But against Mayor 'Rich­campaign that year, after ard J; Daley's precinct cap-the rights leader was jailed • tains, ch a ri s ma wasn'tfor "speeding" in the midst enough. Furthermore, inof a Georgia sit-in struggle, ' Daley Dr. King came upthe late John F. Kennedy against an opponent who

called Mrs. King to express wouldn't oblige like Bullhis concern. Mr. Kennedy's . Connor, the head of the Bir-brother and campaign man­ • mingham police, in produc•
ager, Robert, ca 11 e d the ing l an . incident that ·would
judge in the case to inquire outrage white, middle-class
about bail. Dr. King was re­ .• opinion. 
leased. • Thu~, although ·nr. King • -

Mi'. Kennedy's Repuhlican had said he would not have
adversary, f ·or mer Vice massive street demonstra- ,
President Richard M. Nixon, tions in Chicago, the civilmade no move to identify rights leader .was forced' to •himself also with Dr. King. ask his allies-the churchesPresident Eisenhower said and .the concerned middlelater that Nixon "may have . class ,of both races - • to . .. lost the election because of •.., .march with .him yet another one little phone call." ,. ,.:'.time. 

' From then on Dr. King .They· did, • and he ledand his associates were al­ them into the violently aniti•most ceaselessly in the pub­ ::, N e g r:o central Europeanlic eye, planning and exe­ neighborhoods of. Chicago'scuting demonstrations in southwest side where thecity after city, first in the i: mobs • stoned hini. and hisDeep South and then more , '. fo~low.ers. ,_·1..recently and less success­ But· :unlike:• .Birminghamfully in the Negro ghettos ·and Selma,· hls forays i~tothat have become a feature ', the Northern ghettos pro•of the great metropolises· of 
.duced no pragmatic vie~the Nation. 

'to:ri~s., no waves of ijatipnalHis manner and his pro­
•.indignation. • .. .gram won him passionate 

. S9 'he went back· South,cl'itics both white and black. 
and there he died, 300 miles • ' Throughout the South for 
from where he began:,· 

I 
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'RejeCtB • • nd VioJ~u.<ee,' 
• ~ .... •,I Johnson Calls Widow· · ·.,

I By Warren Unna • 
wa,hln1.ton Po,t Sta!! Writer

I President Johnson last night Democratic fund-raising ban­
asked "every citizen to reject quet here last night. 
the blind violence" that had A pale and shaken Vice 

/ struck do-:vn the Rev. Dr. Mar- President Humphre~, who al• 
tin Luther King, "who lived ready was at the banquet at 
by non-violence." the Washington P.i.lton Hotel, 

News of the shootin" was announced the news to a 
• 

0 stunned audience.
brought to the President as "The crimina,l act that took 
he was in his White House of- his life brings shame -to our 
fice conferring with U.S. Am• country," Humphrey declared. 
bassador to the Soviet union "The cause for which he 
Llcwelyn E. Thompson. marched and w~rked fir~d new 

The President immediately ~tre:1gth. The blight of disc.rim­
phoned Mrs. King at her mation, poverty and neg~ect 
home in AUanta to express must be e~ased from America. 
his sorrow and then post- An America of fu_ll freedom, 
poncd until today his plans a~d ~q_ual opport~m~r shall be/1 

to fly to Haw.aii for a strategy his 11vmg m_emorial._ . 
conference on Vietnam. Mr. Former V1_cePresident Rich­
Johnson also canceled his ard M. Nixon telegraphed 
scheduled appearance at a Mrs. King his condolences and 

1 urged "a prayerful contempla• 
tion·. of the ghastly conse-

See R_EACT, AlO, Col. l . 

Mrs. King says husband's 
death was "will of God," 

'Page C1, 
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REACT: Froni Al fornia • --~r~iving· in .Washing0rLindsay o~ ;~;.;,. York, 'C~~l . , Sen.- Fred Harris CD-Okla.), 
f h t d d ton la~t ni<Tht called the death, Stokes of· Cleveland and Rich- ;1. member of the President'squcnces o a re an a new " ' I · · c· ·1 n·

• , ' • of Dr. King "a shocking act of Iard Hatcber of Gary, Ind. all Commission on .,. . iv! 15• 
dedication to the ,ideals of . ,, • • expressed grief' and shame at orders, called Dr. Kings death 
non-violence, of p e a c e f u 1 violence, •. . 1f t , "an American tragedy" and 
progress, for which he stood:" Sen. John .L. McClellan (D- n;e~c • Eu"'ene J McCarthy hoped it would not breed 

The Capital clearly was Ark.), ~ leading member of the (D-Mi~n.) decl.lred: "All peo- "coun . ..:r-violcnce." ' . J 

shocked by the tragedy and Senate s southern faction, de- ple espccial!Y Americans . Sen,, Russell B. Long (D-La.), 
fearful o.f the counter-violence dared:- "All citizens of all ha~e lost a man of peace.'' ' Senate Majority Whip, termed· 
it ,!11ig.ht loosen. . . races, creeds and colors must • Mccart~• rival . for the ;t "a terrible and tragic thing. 

We are steeped m violence. understand that law and or- Democratic p~sidential nomi- I would hope that some .day we 
It is the curse of the land," der is t~e only way to pr~se:Ve nation, Sen. Rol,ert F. Ken- <'Ol.!ld settle our differences 
decleared Sen. Frank Church our society and safety. Rioting nedy (D-N y.,) declared: "Rev. peacefully and control the 
(D;,Idaho). and violence is, not the,,way to King had • a iife dedicated to cri~i~al el~ment which is ·n?t 

We must keep gu_ns ,?ut ?f redress our grievance. . peace, justice, compasion and sabs~1ed with the democratic 
the ha~ds of lunatics, said ~en. James 0, Ea:itla·nd (D- .non-violence. It is up to us to way. , . . , 
Gov, R 1 ch a rd J. Hughes of Miss.), another leading mem- fulfill his dream.'' . , , Rep. ,,Hale Boggs (D-La.), , 
New Jersey. Earlier in the ber of Congress' southern fac- An ominous note came from House Majority Whip, said:,· 
day, the Sen ate Judiciary tion declared: "Violence. is to Tommy .Jacquette. director' of "Violence has no place jn 
Committee had rejec·ted the be deplored. It does not solve the Negro militant group America, any time, anywhere,
Administration's gun ·control anything." • "Slant," . who said in Los by anybody.'' 
bill. • House Majority Leade~ John Angeles: "I expected some- • Sen. Edward Brooke (R-·

Former Gov. George Wal- McCormack (D-Mass.) said Dr. thing like this to ·happen." He Mass.), the Senate's only 
lace of Alabama, an outspoken King "was a martyr to a cause" said Dr. King's r!eat.h marked Negro me m"b er, declared:. 
critic of D.r. King's, declared and urged the House to concur "the beginning of an overt act· "The sorrow which aU Amer-· 
the assassination "a ·senseless, in the Senate open housing of racism and fascism on the icans of good will feel at this 
regrettable and tragic act.'' bill as a.way of strengthening part ~f white.Americans." ,.. ,terrible loss must bind us'. 

• • that cause. ' . United _Nations Deputy Sec- together, not rend us a::;>art."..
But former Sheriff Ji~ Clark, Sen. William B. Spong Jr. retary Gener a 1 . Ralph J. The Rev. Albert Cleage, · 

who led a charge against Dr. (D-Va.) called it •:asenseless Bunche,• a fellow Negro a_nd chairman of.'the Detroit• Inner 1
King's marchers at Selma, Ala., act which will do immeasure- a fellow Nobel P~ace P~~.ze City Organizing Committee 
in 1965 said: "I think a man of able harm throughout the winner, declared 1t ·"an • un- and a Black Power advocate, 
.v..iolen~~ died by violence." country to the cause of. im-. speakable and outrag.eous. ~ct, said the assassination was "an 
•• Sen./ Edmund S. i¼uskie (D- proved race relations.'' pre.sum~bly . by a wh~te bigot, indication• of the !\lass hyste• . 

Me.) [utioned that the "v,ic~im .Sen. E~ward K~n.z:ied! ..(D· which 11;evitably. will be .a ria that has gripped our coun• : 
would not want a shocking Mass.) said of Dr. Kmg. ~e_ most gnevou~ l>low. to the try. It was an absolutely . 
irrati nal reaction.'' loved his fe~lcw man, wh_1te.cause· of rac~al ha r m,,o n Y meaningless and absurd ac~ ' 

Sen: Clifford Case (R-N.J.) .:nd black. He died because he throughout this coun~y. . tion."' .",;; ;; 
called the murder "tragic and was willing to go throughout , , ,Rep. Charles C. Diggs Jr. · The Rev. James· E. Wads- · 
senseless: It is a bitter thing this country· as a leader· ~nd CD-Mich.), also a Ne_gro, ·; de- worth, head of the Detroit i 
for all Amer-icans that his a symbol in the effort to brmg clared: "We have Ju5t de- NAACP, said: "This shows \ 
dream of America should be them together." e~calated one,, war and esca- th~ madness of our soci~ty: 1shattered by a coward's ·bullet.'' Gov. Nelson A._ Rockefeller .I_ated another. • . , · '. r That the- one person .so active- 1· 

Washington's Mayor Walter of New Y_ork directed that Rep. _Ch~;les_ Mathias (R- ly involved· in non-violence · 
Wash\ngton said: "I share state _flags be. flown a~ half- ~d.) said: It .15 a gr~ve na- could be killed. This will cause [ 
with millions of others deep s~aff,m ~ournmg, as ~id ~an,.Hon.a.~ lpss to be. d~pr~vedd:~f despair among bfack people.'' f; 
~rief /and profound shock at F ran c is co Mayo~ Joseph a voice of modera!ion an .a ·aov:'' G'eorge; Romney .oJ ~ 
the dfath of this great humani- Alioto. Ma Yo rs. Richard J. preacher of no~~iolence .. in Michigan declared: •'•\This · is '\ 
tarian." Daley· of Chjcago, H_enry \W. the.se days of r1si,n~ '.lens_1o_n -·. .. . . • ·, , . ·., , . _.· , 

Got. Rona,ld R~agan of Cali- ~faier o_f Milwaukee, {o~n V. ana heedless. an?er. ; , 1 '; • :: _,-.:~~e -~~C:i·.:~1.l:• Cot_~.:/,'' 
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Feb.12~Apr:: 0: J3:J2:jhis Events 
~eading Up20 tlii,e/.,_;;;/asgfoatioV 

1\IEMPHI~, Tenn., April 4 issued preventing str-ike ac- take a "holiday" March 22 and 
(AP)-Here is a day-.by-day ~c•/tivity, marches and other march downtown with him. 
count of events leading to t.ne demonstrations. March 22--Snowfall cancels 
·assassination tonight of Dr. Marcll 5-City . c O un c i 1 march plan~. City and union 
Martin Luther K' J • h b •t • b . accept mediation. 

Feb 12-1300 m1it:t d c am er ~1 ·m nngs arrests March 28-Dr. King returns
• san ~ ion e• of 116 strikers and sympatht • t 1 d · h h'partment workers, 98 per cent . 0 ea _massi~e ?larc w 1ch 

of them Negro, go on strike ers on disorderly conduct e?\IJ)ts into rioting. 9eneral 
demanding higher wages and, charges. c_urfew clamped on city. Na-
settlement of grievances. March 8-Strike supporters tional Guard called. . 

Feb. 13 - Strikers demai1d picket garbage truck , station March , 29-~r. King an-
• that Mayor Henry Loeb recog- for first time; fires break out nounce~ he w1l_l pursue ~he 
nize the American Federation in trash piles and ·garbage ~emph1s campaign, returning
of State, County and Municipal cans across city. m a week to lead another 
Employes, and provide a dU!!S March 13-Nine demonstra- mass march. 
checkoff-demands which later tors arrested after officers April 3-City obtains Fed­
became the prime issue in the said they shouted at and eral court restraining order 
walkout. Loeb refuses. threatened shoppers. against march, saying they 

Feb. 15-City begins tr:ying March 14-Six • strike sup- would_ be unable to control it. 
to hire replacements; more porters arrested after block- Aprll 4-Dr. King's aides . 
than 10,000 tons of garbage Ing entrance to sanitation de- tell federal judge that violence 
pile up. pot. Roy Wilkins, executive on second march now sche-

Feb. 18 - Union officials director of National Associ- duled for April 9, would be 
again demand recogniti,m; ation for the Advancemen.t of viewed by Dr. King as a "re- . 
Loeb again refuses. 1Colored People, tells 10,000 puditaion" of his' non-violent ' 

Feb. 22-More than 1000 persons that firm but peace- policy. : 
,strikers march on City Coun-jful protests is road to strike April 4-S nip e_r's bullet 
cil chambers wl,lere meeting suecess. strikes Dr. King in the neck 
designed to end strike is being/ March lS..:....Grand jury in- outside ·his room at the Lor- . 
held. Meeting adjourns in an diets eight arrested in Feb. 23 raine Hotel at 6:05 p.m. . 
·uproar. ,. . demonstrat;on when police car April 4,:qr. King pro- ' 
• Feb. 23-~tnkers clash with, rocked. nounced dead at St. Joseph's 
police in downtown area. I March 18-Dr. King calls for .. Hospital at 7:05 p.m. CST. , 

Feb. 24-An injunction is ,Negro workers and pupils to (8:05 p.m. EST) 



WASl Y.roNPOST AND TIMES HERALD-
• A C uel and Wanton Act 

Martin Luther King is the victim of a cruel and 
wanton act that will !le deplored from one end 
of this country to tbP other. There is about this 
assault upon the great Negro leader the sarae 
kind of wanton senselessness that overtook the ma:i 
whose tactics he emulated - Mahatma Gandhi. 
Men of good will, noNe purpose and pacific .iL:l·.. 
pulses enjoy no immunity from violence, no matter 
how they shun it in their personal conduct. 

Those who are responsible for this vile deed· 
have killed ·an unoffending, • God-fearing and in• 
nocent man of great goodwill; they ~ave also killed 
something in the spirit and heart of the American 
people where lived the bright hope for reconcilia­
tion between the races. 

That hope will 0be resurrected, because ,it can•. '. 
not be utterly extinguished even by so wanton and 
dastardly a deed. It is possible to kill men like 
Martin Luther King, but the· ideas for which 
they stand are not mortal or destructible. Ameri• 
cans of Negro and whit.e descent alike, of all races 
and of all creeds, will gather around the principles 
that he espoused and carry his message to the 
multitudes. • ' 

The dream of which he spoke so •1eloquently at 
the Lincoln Memorial in 1963 must seem tonight, 

,::-to many of his sprrowing countrymen and embit• 
,,. I 

tered fellow citizens, farther than ever from ful-
fillment. But that 'shining vision and bright hope 
will yet prevail. It must be our resolve to go • 
forward with a greater sense of urgency to make • 
a reality of his dream of racial equality and social 
justice. • •1 • • ' •. • • 1 1 , , ~ '--. 

. . .... 

...__,,, 

APR 5. 19681 

(S ie-ldfor Civil Se vants 't 
' 

Th-e"investigation of charges that the Maritime ~ 
Administration high-pressured employes to attend . t 
a Democratic fund-raising d,inner should be vigor• t 
ous and t]wrough. We think the Department of c 
Justice was well advised to assign the case to the 6 

FBI. If FBI agents find substance to the charges, 
prompt an.d energetic prosecution of the offenders 
•would serve as a warning to other bureau chiefs, 
and denartment heads who may be inclined to 
exploit ~ivil servants. • • ' 2· 

• James W. Gulick, acting head of the Maritime ~ 
Administration, has denied that he told employes •l 
that they "know what to do" in regard to the $2;>0· • r 
a-plate party dinner if they_ wished to maintain "a • 
nice, clean file." But the charge, that 79 Maritime 
Administration employes were summoned to a 

·meeting during working·hours on Federal property 
in connection with the fund-raising dinner also has 
serious implications. This kind of solicitation is 
clearly improper if not illegal. ,..~ 

Section 602 of the Criminal Code clearly provides • ~ 
that any member of Congress or officer or employe . t 
of a 'Federal department or agency who "directly x 
or indirectly solicits, receives, or is in any manner, : 
concerned in soliciting or receiving, any assess­
ment, subscription or contribution for any political 

'purpose whatever. from any other such officer, 
employe, or person, shall be fined not more than l 
$5000or imprisoned not more than three years or f 

both." 
This is a sweepi~g prohibition, with a stiff 

1• • 1• • penalty attached, and it was intended as a means 
. of preventing a quadrennial shakedown of civil t 
servants. It should not be necessary for the victims 
of high-pressure tactics to remind Federal officials t 
of this law. The Department of'Justice should be ~ 

/ ; making an example of violators so that every poli-
: tician in Federal office who is tempted to solicit ~ 
, his subordinates or any .other Go_vernment em- r: 
1 ployes for partisan purposes will know that he r 

'does so at his· peril. t 
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Grief-Stricl{ellFrie111~§ ...llold VigG 
In: Ho8pital'§ Elluerge~ty Room ... 

The following story is· by a team of doctors were treating called out. as they filed 
ropor_ter of the Memphis Com- a gaping wound in Dr. K~ng's the room. 
mercial Appeal. . •.. • neck. . . . "No, he is not all right," 

By an eyewitness "I cac't go in there," he said a Negro man standing 
Cnlcai.o Dally News said. ehind one of the doctors. 

ME:\iPHIS, ;. April 4-The Other members of Dr. Kin-g's Paul Hess,, .issistant h.os• 
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr,, party emerged· from the' room 'pital 'administrator, read a 
his head wrapped in a towel and ·1eaned against the wall. hort, terse . announcement 
and an cxygen mask over his Most were crying. that said: 
face, looked small on the Nurses ran 1n and out ,of . "At 7-p.m. Dr. Martin Luther 
stretcher as he was wheeled th~ emergency room, pushing King expired in the emer­
into the emergency Toom of their way through the cro•wd gency room of a gunshot 

. St. Joseph's Hospital. with the· aid of police. wound in the neck." 
His _eyes· were closed and • An aide· emerged from the, 

the only sound being 'made o~erating room about_l5 min-. To_'.plGanLeader 
'was from the • resuscitator, utes after Dr. King arrived 

\ which ·was pumping oxygen and stood with tears running Decries I{iHing 
into his • dying body. down his· cheeks. 

I had been sent to the hos- "They have done killed Dr. ATLANTA, Ga,, April 4 
pital as soon· as it was con- King," he said before a police (AP)-Calvin Craig, Grand 
firmed · that Dr. King had ,advised him not to make any Dragon of the United Klans of 
b~en shot and I pulled in statements, and he rctµrned ~merica, called the_ assassina• 
right behind the Fire Dep_a~t-to the emergency ro~m. • . ti~n of n,:· Martm Lut~er 
ment ambulance. Doctors remained silent on Kmg Jr, The worst thml! 

... . Several of Dr. King's aides, the condition of Dr. King for t~at co1:1ld have happened to 
his attorney, Chauncy Esk- one hour and 15 minutes· l the Nation." 
~idge,. and his chauffeur, . . • • • Craig, said President Johµ•
Solomon Jones Jr. leaned met a pneS t m th e hall at I son should call in the coun­
over the ~tretcher. Their-eyes p.m. who had been in Dr• try's Negro leaders and "white 
Wfre red-rimmed and they King's room. conservatives such as the 
were ·solemn. "He must have been dead Klan leaders, sit them down 

• As the • stretcher disap- when he arrived. Oh, the ter- -and work out peace and har• 
pcared behind the swinging rib-le wound," h said pointing mony." • • 
double doors, Eskridge leaned to the right side of his neck. "And we'4 better clo it he• 
on a desk in the waiting room Several. doctors later lined fore it goes too far," added 
and put his head in Ms· hands. up in front of the reception Craig,· who said he was 

. "Why? Why would anyone desk in the emel'gency room shocked by news of Dr. King's 
' want to do this? I just, don't ar.d all o'f Dr. King's· party death "even though I did ni>t 
• understand it." were called into . the emer- agree with his philosophy. 

Eskridge said he was not gE:ncy room. • . • "It's very regrettable for 
; going in.to the room where a "Is he all: right?" someone the U~ited States,'' Cr,ajg said. 

' ·I 

'" 

"' 

1,. 111. 



· • n~·· ~--~.._.··t ~~ • • ~ 
' • The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther -~ 
King. Jr. was the 14th Ameri• 
can, the 3d Negro, and the 
youngest man to win the Nobel 
Peace Prize. 

When ·he accepted the prize
in Oslo, Norway, on Dec. 10; 
1964, on behalf of the civil 
rights movement he said he 
was doing so for "all men who 
love peace and brotherhood." 

At the presentation cereinony 
at Oslo University, Dr. King,

• then 35 years old, said that the 
• award had come "at a moment 
' when 22 million Negroes of the 
: United States are engaged in· a 
' creative battle to end the long 
1 night of racial injustice."
' Dr. Alfred B. Nobel, the 
I Swedish inventor of dynamite, 
• who established the . prizes,
•. stipulated in his will that one 

of the prizes to be awarded 
: annually in his name should 
'go to: • • 
: "The person who shall have 
1done most to promote the fra• 
ternity of nations and ·the abo­
li,tion or diminution of standing 
armies and the formation or 

,'.,-y 
-

.'.'.,..-i@iwwkf 
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Dr .• King_3d· egro:to Ge{N~fpelPrize 

increase of peace· congresses." NOBEL PRIZE RECIPIENT:_Dr. King receiving Nobe,l_Prize·1 
. However; ·the Nobel· Peace from King-Olav V of Noi:-wayin Oslo in December,- 1964. • 

Prize has ·taken- on a broader 
inte~retation. of "peace" sin~e Among. those who were pres- the Western world • fo have 
the first one was- awarded m ent at the presentation cere• shown us that a struggle can 
1901. • - , '·. l th th b • d 'th • • I " Emphasis in recent years has ID!)nY ree mon s later were e wage w1 out vio ence. 
been placed-upon brotherhood. Kmg Olav V.?f Nonyay, Gov- ~e Negro leader was de.-

. . • ernment and diplomatic leaders, scribed by Dr. Jahn as • "the 
Was D~eply Moved ' members of Dr. King's family man who has never abandoned 

I When it was. announced on and his associates in the civil his faith • and the unarmed 
Oct. 14, 1964, in Oslo. that Dr. rights moveme~t. .' The .cere- struggle he is waging, who has 
King would be .awarded the many.was telev1sed,throughout suffered for his faith, been im• 
prize, the civil rights leader Europe. '. .' . prisoned on many occasions, 
said in. Atlanta,· that he was Dr. King was .hailed at the whose home -has been subject
Ideeply moved by the honor. He time by Dr. Gunnar Jahn, the to bomb • attacks. whose· life 
also . said then. that . "every chairman of the,: Norwegian and ,those- of his .family ,have 
;penny?' .of the_._prize ·money, Parliament's Nobel. Committee, been threat~ned, . and·., who 
about. $54,000, ·would be given as·an "undaunted. champion'.•0f nevertheless- ·bas . never\ fal• 
to·th~-civil rights movement., peace"·and .the-"first.person-~ tered.'.' ' • • 

' • 4\ ., • .. ~ 4., .. , . 
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Clergy in Chief Roles 
' In addition, the campaign for VIEWNONVIOLENTincreased public spending for 
'the poor has been linked to

BY issue of the Vietnam war andVOICEDS.0.L.O.the distortion of national pri• 

Dr. King's Croup Prepared , 
Drive in Capital for Poor . • 

BY STEVEN V. ROBERTS 
The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 

King Jr. was killed as his or­
ganization, the Southern Chris• 
tian Leadership Conference, 
'was preparing its largest dem• 
onstration for Negro rights­
the Poor People's Campaign . 
scheduled to begin in Wash• 
ington on April 22. 

Dr. King and his aides were 
planning to have 3,000 Negroes 
from • throughout the South 
camp out in the capital and 
put pressure on Congress to 
provide decent jobs or ade• 
quate income for the black 
poor. . 
• • The campaign was to be 
capped by a massive rally on 
June 15, which Dr. King hoped 
would attract hundreds of 
thousands of ·people to Wash• 
ington and rival in awesome_. 
ness and influence the march 
of 200,000 people that he 
helped lead in 1963. 

In recent days, leaders of the • 
conference had threatened to 
continue· the campaign at the 
Democratic National Conven.. 
tion in Chicago and the Repub•
lican National Convention in 
Miami if their demands were 
not met by Congress. 

The Poor People's Campaign 
exemplified the drastic chapges
in the civil rights movement 
since 1955, when Dr. King, then 
a 27-year-old minister in his 
first parish, led a boycott of 
the Montgomery bus system. , 

In the early days the move­
ment concentrated on legal
rights, such as the right to vote, 
or use public accommodations. 
The new emphasis is' on sub• 
stantive improvements in the 
lives of Negroes-better educa­
tion, more jobs and • decent 
housing.· • • ' 

orities the rights leaders saY. 
it has created. • 

At the same time, the strategy 
of Dr. King and the conference 
has varied little, no matter 
what the issue. They have 
steadily espoused the ideal of 
nonviolence and depended 
more or moral than political in-. 
fluence to win their : battles. 
And they have used the tactic 
of public demonstrations to 
present starkly· their moral 
case to the nation. 
! "Lacking sufficient access to 
·t~levision, publications, and 
jbroad forums," Dr. King had 
,written, "Negroes have had to 
:write their most persuasive es­
says with the blunt pen of 
marching ranks." 

In some ways Dr. King was 
the Southern Christian Leader .. 
ship Conference, an organiza .. 
tion composed mainly of South .. • 
ern Negro ministers and other 
professional people he helped
organize at the end of the 
Montgomery boycott in earlY. 
1957. ' 

It gave him a platform from 
which to speak and a vehicle 
for 'his ' various public • cam .. 
paigns, although he left ·most. 
of the detailed organizational , 
work to devoted aides who 
were content to let him receive 
the public credit. 

The several years prior to the 
start.of the Poor People's Cam­
paign were difficult ones ·for 
the leadership conference. • The 
slogan of "black power'' was 
adopted by militant young black 
leaders and led to widening
splits between them and the· 
established civil rights organi•
zations. • '· . 

Financial Difficulties· 
Dr. King refused to decline 

help from the white commu- . 
nity, but his group suffered 1 
from the financial squeeze that. 
afflicted all civil rights groups•
in the wake of urban riots and 
increasingly angry statements 
by such young Negroes as H., 
,Rap Brown and Stokely .Car-
lmichael. • •• .., • . , •. •. -.. . 

In 1966, Dr. King announce<l 
a massive campaign against
slum conditions in Chicago that 
never made much headway and 
was quietly abandoned. 

The campaign was just one 
more bit of evidence that the 
optimism of the beginning of 
the civil rights movement had 
underestimated the problem of 
•improving the. economic and 
'social condition of Negroes. 
1 • Perhaps the culmination of 
;the campaign for legal rights
:came in March, 1965, when the 
,leadership confe~ence organiz~d 
Ia drive to register voters m 
Selma, Ala. The drive ended 11
with a dramatic march of 
.25,00 people from Selma .to 
Montgomery, where Dr. K1-ng
'.addressed the crowd from' the 
'steps of the state Capitol.'

Pushed Voter Drives 
I In the years before the Selma 
'march, Dr. King and his aides 
worked on voter registration
and desegregation. • drives 
throughout the So~th. ~e l~d 
a five-week campaign in Bir• 
mingham in 1963 in which four 
little girls were killed when a 
church was bombed. . Mean:­
while, pictures of snarhng _po-_
lice dogs, spread across the 
pages of the nation's. newspa• 
pers, helped make· the civil 
rights struggle there real for 
many Americans. 1 

The leadership conference 
-also·used the economic boyco~t 
'effectively and started a proJ• • 
ect called Operation Breadbas• 
ket in a number of cities, de­
signed to encourage companies, 
through negotiat~<;>ns,to hire~ 
Negro .workmen. • • ._. 

- ' . 

,... 
,. J,. 
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\WJLKJNS S'fQRES fare• age~cies, . ~~Id. ·1;600 s~.-o~din3:t~s ..~e actlyities: ~f 230 his job, he_-went on. but in to­
' \J cial workers }ind .·c:ommunity Protestant'·••."and '·nonsectarian day's r!ltial tension, ,the· po~ .TAOTIO volunteers: ,: •• ·.:. . member !lgencies, honored Gov- licemat1 m1:1st bend over bile~sANTIRIO ."Too ma_n~ cities and;states ernor Ro~kefeller :fo(his.'lead- w~yd. .. ..,,.., ••. ·•• ;: ..··1 

, are perm1tt1~g :·~e . ,ar~out ership,in'bringihgJe>gether- in-· : ~rmored •. cars! personn~ 
-----.- . . :. , • thr.eat~. of. a • t11;y ~hver,,,of the dustrialists· • labor and business Ca\'riers,. automatic weapons, 

, .. ·y c·t· Sh Id 't H ed Negro ,·population ·-..to. co.·wert 1 • d d• · , .. •· ·, .. tanks. and mounted .. weapons 
.>a s I ies ou n 8 our urban'- communities into _ea. ers, e_ ucat~rs ,and ~.dmin-carriers are .. nQt-'no,.control 

Outcries of Extremists : battlefields,.: • .~omplete : . 'with 1_strator~}9t· a concerted .i.tt~ck equipment~·· 1ie declared .. l'Jr.-
____ • ·_· _ • •. troops, comtpand posts, general ,_ort pubh~ v.:elfare problen;is.:, , ... respecjjve .of. ~e catch-words 

, . headquarters, deployed-•weap- Mr, W1lkms, who was .a mem- an4.YT1ot rhetonc ot· would-be· 
• By KATIILEEN.TELTSCH. onry, communications 'centers ber of. President. Johnson) pr6vocateurs we. are not'· a~ 

. Roy Wilkins: executive· . di· and the horrifying war.)mple- ~omi:nission.OriCivil Disordexs; War in our citi~s. The weapons' 
rector of the National Associa-ments'of destrui:;tion.'~. • :·. ~aid the approaching ·sum111er of warfare ··have· '.no"• place' 
tion tor the Advancement of The civil rights leader·· ex •. merited, ·att~ntion,.to .. ·,.ominous .there..'' • , ~. : •• • • .. , ·:· 
Colored People, cautioned yes- plained aftef his addresir::at reports ;:"-)rorri ·{.ov,~f•·_the; ,. _________ __.._•.>:..1...: 

terdaythatwildlyracistthreatsthe Americ.ana that he: wasc_ountry.-·•., • .. _.\ '.·. ,<_'.i i 
by Negro extremists were be- speaking on th~· ba$'i~:: of re- . "Too • many· officials •in ke1, 

I 
. .,ing used to justify riot-control ports from various parts• of states and local positions are 
':·measures that were·pmtamount the country, and: was not sin- interpreting 'riot control' ~d 

to warf<\re. - . .. • gling out any locality .. He1-said 'law and ord~r• to mean a· 
Mr. Wilkins, speaking at the he • was grav~ly . concerned crackdown. rlially on. Negro

47th a!lnual meeting of the about ~•a.raci~l collisi?n•".:;' •. •. 1merica~s.''.:~ _said. , .::' • • • 1 
Feder,lµon of. Pro~stant Wel- The federation, which co.:: ., . No· ·one en 1es a po1iceman1 

------ ~ .. "''""L .... ~.,. • ' • ,._. • 1 '1 /· 1? 1 '\. t~ 
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I'PolicePre,~~t:H~~.--:1 
:11·., Tol1 ,of King s:!)eat~-
;,·.. ,' .-.-.-.. . . . 
~J·,.The New Y.ork City '.Police·:.'., 
i::i::>epartmeni-sent a teletype 1 

ltmessage to all •. _its. precincts • 
!land comma!1~s· last' OX) t~~ ~-
11death pf, the Rev;. :Dr. :Mar"'.' ... 

µn·. Luther ~ing'., '/ . \ . .' .• 
t• "The Rev. /Martin:·· Luther,; 
)King 'passed·':-··away :,at. St.? 
;1~oseph'-s:·ii:ospffa~.. : M~i:rtp~is,-.J 
l'a: .7, P~ ~.' Ce~ti:a11 ~tiinda_rd:; 
r1Tl,llles," the· message sa1d;.: 
::"May he ,rest'in' peace/':'... 'l 

0 

,,; • ) The messag·e, ·which: was .. 
l,l~an~~i~ted .:~~,' :t~e:_ ~ns_ttu~~~ 
~1t16hs of Police ~omm1s~1oper:, 
',Howard R. Leary, w.as-a1most) 
1ijdenti~al to· a message • seI)t ,. 
t! out last December' on .the oc- ; 
; casion • of Cardinal: • Spell•:··; 

•,man's death_.: .. •. ::: . ·,··; 

,: . .',!I' 
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, .- ,-~~··.~.-:. : ; . ' .. ...- ' :..., : ; (Restrictions suggested1COURTI~ MEMPHis· leading any- marches in. IYiem~.Special to The New York Times 

MEMPHIS, April. 4 - Befpte

TOLDOFGUNSALESthe shooting, a compromise plan 

Police Head Says Neg;oes 
Bought Arms Wholesale 

I : • . ·., / 

IMEMPHIS, April 4 '(AP).:.::_A 
1Federal judge was told today 
1that the Negro community was 
1so worked up that another mass 
1demonstiation here next week 
'GOUid,"be worse than Watts 'or 
!worse than Detroit." - ... • ! Police Director Frank Holio­
, man ·said , he had· received re­
/ports that "Negroes are buying!guns from, wholesale houses in 
, our neighboring • state of 'Ar•
Ikansas." He . also said . tha~ 
;Negro youths . "have Qeen; sup­Iplied ·for'· several we·eks with 
specific instructions .on how to 
make Molotov·. cocktails: and 
firebombs." • ... •. .•. • • • 

Mr .. Holloman told· United 
States Distric~ Judge , :aai'}ey
Brown that he· was· convinced 
that· the. march could nof be 
controlled. • • • • 

He inade • his remarks in : the I. morning. ' • , ' -' ::· 
, Mr. Holloman was • arguing 
in support of a temporary re: 
straining 9rder gra~ted by the 

, judge yesterday that• forbade 
,.the march 'the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. ·had planned in 
support of striking sanitation 
workers. Dr. King, who had 
been seeking to have the order 
set asid_e, had indicated he 
would not heed it in any case. 

White March Also Planned 
The march· was scheduled 

Monday.
Mr. Holloman said he had 

also received information .from 
a member of the Ku Klux Klan 
that a march by . the white 

. supremacy organization also 
"will be scheduled and carried 
out"· on Monday. • 
· In seeking the injunction,
city officials said they feared 
a recurrence of the brief spurt
of rioting spawned by a march 
led by Dr. King a week earlier .. 

that would have allowed Dr. 
King to proceed with his civil 
rights march was offered dur­
, ing a lengthy proceeding,,-in 
!Federal District Court. • 
I The compromise was:· put­
:forth in what was widely inter­
:preted as an effort to avoid a' 
·,P,Otentially explosive confronta• 
tion between Dr. King and the1 

,Federal authorities .. • • •\ 
• Dr. King's lawyers suggested 
that an injunction barring the 
demonstration be lifted but that 
the court place restrictions on 
participants in the march. 

Judge Brown had promised a 
decision by tomorrow on the 
compromise plan. . . 

The possibility of a show­
down between Dr. King and the 
courts, which many felt "might 
spark new violence here, be­
came a matter of concern after 
Dr. King : indicated that he 
planned to disobey the order. 
ThE! order orohibite~ him' from 

:_! \ I 1 \ I • '1', ."J, 

I, 

~his .for at least 10. days.~.
• . Originally,, Dr. King's la yep 
. ent to court today hopi g'"to

have the. injunction ,9,,isio!Ve-d: 
,But late this itftemoon the com• 
promise )YllS,'offered. • ... (
/Under'' the restrictions sug­
gested by Dr. King's lawyers;
marchers in the parade would. 
riot be permitted to carry signs 
or sticks, nor would they be 
allowed to walk more than four 
abreast during the march. 

It was further suggested that 
Dr. King stipulate the parade 
route in advance to the police;
;and that an adequate number 
of experienced marshals be on 
1hand to supervise the event. 
'I -- -·-
1 Unions Here Plan Defiance • , 
i Labor union leaders in New; 
,York said yesterday that they; 
wouid defy the injunction pro­
hibiting the Memphis march. 
• Victor Gotbaum, executive 
director of the American F~­
e..ration ·of State, <;oun,~ ·and 
Municipal Employees, -and John 
J. DeLury., president of the Unl• 
,.formed_ Sariitationmen's As• 
:·soc;:iatio·n,announced that they 
.would march • in Memphis 
'despite the restraining order. 

Callers to the· municipal 
·workers' union·' headquarters 
last night were told there had 
been . no change in the plans 
'_for the demonstration. 
• "The-only difference ·ts;we're 
going to try to have a larger 
group," a uri~on official said. 

"Out discipline is to the labor 
movement,". said Mr. Gotbawn 
at .a news conference at •his 
headquarters, 71 Worth Street. 

"We wjU march, regardless,
The ·injunction won't stop us. 
We're going down there and 
we're going to march. . 

Mr.' DeLury, who· served a 
term- in jail for contempt ot 
:court during the sanitation­
men•~ strike here in February,
remarked: , . _ . 

"We ,a:re unionists. We are 
going there to march-period."
•Both men said they expected 

1,000 trade unionists, including 
sanitation and transit employe
teachers and auto workers, to 
·leave New York for Memphis
•thJ.aWAialalnd_ '' ' > " 



!ltiJ YOFJ<:TIMES 
APR5 1968 

: KENNEDY LSPPE: 
: FOR NO 
. 
• Bids Negroes in Indianapolis 

Follow Dr. King Example 

•By R. W. APPLE Jr. 
Special to Tht Ntw York Tlm<!s 

INDIANAPOLIS, April 4-
Senator Robert F. Kenned1t 
moved almost to tears, by the 
death of the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., iold a street 
corner rally of Negroes tonight 
that they must strive for love, 
wisdom, understanding and 
compassion.. toward all men. • 

The New York Senator stood 
still in the glare· of seatch• 
lights, hunched against the ·col;:l · 
in a biack.overcoat,_ and begged 
those in his audience not to . 
meet violence· with violence., • 

Because the. murd_erers.". were 
°appareriUy white_ nien, Mr. Ken• 
nedy said: . 
. •~Those-q_fyou ·who are black . 
can be filled with hatred, with 
bitterness· and a desire for re•· 
venge. We ca~· move· toward 
further' polarization. Or we can 
make • an effort, as Martin 
Luther King did, to understand, , 
to reconcile ourselves and to 
iove." • ,· \ 
• Senator Kennedy ·said to the ·' 
500 to 600 • Negroes that }:le.1 

could feel· "in my own hea,t" 1 
'what many ·of them must be 1 
feeling. '. I , 

'Killed by a White Man' 1 

"I had a member of ~Y fam- I 
ily killed," the Senator said, 1 
his voice trembling with emo- ' 
tlon. "He was ·killed by a white ! 
man. But we have to make an • 
effort in the United States-an : 
effort to understand." ' 
•.Mr. Kennedy .learned of the 

assassination of the civil rights 1 
leader as he landed in Indian- : 

•apolis at the end of his first : 
day's campaigning in Indiana. • 

•• Stepping to the bottom of the : 
pl~ne board ramp, the Senator, • 
his face drawn and his' eyes • 
downcast, read the foJlowing
statement:: .. --. • ' .,. .. • • · 

"Dr. King dedicated himself 
to justice and love· between qis 
fellow human beings. He gave 
his life for that principle, and 
it's up to those of us who are 
here-his fellow citizens and 
public officials, those of us in 
go_vernment-to carry out that 
dream, to try and end the 
divisions that exist so deeply
within our country and to re; 
move the stain of bloodshed 

, from our land."' 
t- •Mr. Kennedy went directly
lfrom the airport to a street 
'rally in a i,redominantly Ne~ro 

. neighborhood. He told, the au~ 
dience which had been ·waiting 
an hour and a. half, that Dr. 
,King was dead. He waited for 
the screams of the women and 
the gasps of the men to sub­
side arid then, talked earnestly 

' 

' 

• 

I 

, 
and movingly}or about six min- ; 
utes.-. •. ·1 

• ; •.A Final Plea • , 
' IJ-Ie said that ihs favorite poet J 
was. Aeschylus : and that · h,is : 
favorite lines were'these: • '. 

"Even in· our sleep, pain : 
which cannot forget falls drop
by drop upon the heart until 
in our _own despair, against- our 
will; • comes wisdom . through • 
the awful grace of God.", · 
. Finally;:. Mr. --Kennedy made. 

one. more plea for:-nonviolence. 
•.. • ~·r ask you now to return 
home," he said 1,to say a prayer . 
for the family of. Martin Luther 

/King, that's true, but more im­
portant to say a prayer for our 
country, which all of us love, 
and to say a prayer for under­
standing and the compassion of 
which. I spoke." 
. Mr. Kennedy was a close 

friend of Dr. , King, having[worked with him during Mr. 
Kennedy's term as Attorney
General frohm 1961 to 1964, 
·when the Atlanta . clergyman 
was leading protest movements 
in Birmingham, Ala., and else­
where in the Deep 'South., • 

It was considered possible
tha~ • the Senator would cancel 
'-all or part of a planned seven7 
day campaign swing through
six states and almost'· certain 
ithat he would attend Dr. King's 
1funeral: · • • •• i .. 
l . X -
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•City College Closes . 
• Todayfor Dr. King• 
1;.. -- .._,~~--,., •• 

• • Dr .. Buen· G. Gallagher, 
.'president of th~·~ity College -
of New York, announced last. 
:night that the college would , 
· be closed -all day· today "in . 
1.observance of Dr. King's ' 
. memory." • 

Both the college's uptown·. 
'campus and Baruch School 
will be closed, Mr. Gallagher's . 
·statement said. 

He also. annt>unced that 
.,memorial., services· • for. Dr .. 
King would.be held at noon· 
Monday in the college's Great,,., 
Hall,.on·~ _uptown campus . .'· 

.. ·.. ·' ··-: ~ .. • ' ~•- ► ~ • ' .. 

·1•J. ~ .... 
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Mrs.-King!nf ormed.· 
At Atlanta Airport;'1 
PoliceGuard Home! 

ATLANTA, Ga., April 41 
(AP) - Mrs. Martin Luther 
King Jr. was at the Atlanta· 
airport waiting to fly to' ner 
husband's . side in. Memphi~I 

when she learned of his death 
f~on,i8ht. . • • .. 
•. Mrs. King, who has been 
recuperating from majo,r surg: 
ery, emerged fr.:om. a waitjng' 
room where she, was told' ·o,f' 
her husband's death, • tears, 
streaming down her face. . •'.i 

I The widow of the civil rights 
leader was then driven back' 
to . her home by Mayor • Ivan 
!Allen, who. had taken. her and 
her two eldest children to the 
airport when word was' first 
been shot. 
. Mrs. King, a slender attract, 
,ive woman, had lived with ,the 
threat of death for her hus­
band .. 
' After he won the -NobE:l Peace 
Prize in 1964, she said, "I have 
lived with the threat of death 
always present." . 

Since 1954, when Dr. King
began preaching nonviolence 
as a tactic in fighting segrega­
tion, he has been jailed numer­
ous times, stabbed once, 
threatened ofte~ and. was. in 
his home with his • wife and 
the.ir {irst • cl}il · · in Montgom­
ery, Ala;;--wfien it was rocked 
by a bomb blast. . . . , ; 

Mrs. • King, a former voice 
instructor, has sung at con­
certs for numerous civil rights
has accompanied her' husband 
on his trips· in .the fight· for . 
civil 'rights. • ' . . . ., 

•Two police cars, with Negro 1 

policemen, guarded • the King : 
home tonight. O~ly a scatter­
Ing of people • were .. arpund.- A' 
few, who said they were 'neigh• 
bars,. cried softly. / ; . : • . '·. · ; 
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;s'tayfng ~D~~th~-·R~calls·se;li~s:~·, l 

!ha~f!ave Marked ]_?.~ghtf.Fight: 
... 

By SETH S, KING , ' ; '. , 
'In Albany, Ga .• in 1962, thei head of his now famous march 

Rev. Dr. Marti~ L~ther King' in Selma, Ala. WithiI).,4-week 1 

Jr. was preaching m a small three persons whq h~d partici• . 
church after shots were fired pated in i~ were· dead ,from Nlo• 
into nearby houses. lence. , . ' 1 : 

"It may get me crucified," he Jimmie Lee Jackson a young 
.. said. :•1 ~ay eve!l di~. !31.itI Negro marcher, was the first. 
want 1t said even 1f_I die m the He was snot "own in ar· • 
struggle that 'He died to make . -1 a c e in 

•me free." nearby Marion. 
Dr. King's death at the hands Then the Re~. ~ames L. Reeb, 

of a gunman in Memphis yes- a Protestant min1ste~ from Bos­
terday recalled those words. ton; was beaten by a mob of, 
f!is death al~o recall~d the se- white men in a Selml street and 
nes _of racial slayings . and died a f~w days.later. . • 
, shootings that began soon af- Before the mar·ch n'd d th
terward and have recurred . • . • e e e 
every year since then. . nation ~as again. appal~ed when 

The first came a year later, Mrs. _viola Gr~gg J.1uzzo, a • 
in June of 1963. Medgar w.Detroit housewife who had left 
Evers, Mississippi Field Secre- her huh~ll?d ~~ five children 
tary of the National Associa- to help m the march, .was shot 
tion for the Advancement of to death while .d~iving her car 
Colored People was shot to between . Selma • and • Mont• 
death as he stepped out of his gomery. . • 
,automobile in the driveway of The .summer of 1965·,marked. 
his home in Jackson, Miss. ' the death an~ critical wounding 

In the summer of 1964 huri- In Alabama of two more ,white 
1ireds of . young civil rights ~en '!ho .w.en~South to partic­
workers from cities in the East ipate in c1v1l nght work. 
and North .converged on Mis- Seminarian Shot Down 
sissippi to lead a drive to regis- 0?, Aug. 21, Jonathan M:}'.'rick 
ter Negroes to vote. Danials, a 26-year-old Episco-

3 SI • i M' '. . . pal seminarian from Keene, 
, am n ississippi • N. H., died from the blast of a 

The nation was shocked in shotgun as he walked to· a 
August by the disappearance grocery store with two Negro . 
of two young men from New girls in Haynesville. . , 
York and their Negro com- A Roman Catholic priest, the 
panion. After • an intensive Rev. Richard F. Morrisroe of 
search that lasted two weeks·, Chicago, was critically ·wound• 
the bullet-riddled bodies of ed by the . same blast. • • , 
Andrew Goodman, a student at The summer of 1966 saw the, 
Queens College; Michael • H. wounding of James H. Mere-· 
Schwerner, a New York social dith, the first Negro to attend 
worker, and James E. • Chaney, the University of· Mississippi. 
a· Negro civil rights worker He was injured by a blast 
from Meridian, were found ·fo.a fired from an ambush', along a • 
/shallow grave near. that Mi$~ country road· near Hernando as 
sissippi towri.' •. • he walked across the state· to 

1' Early in 1965 the racial ten- prove that a Negro eivil rights
·sions that had been· building leader could do so.' •· • 
burst· forth. in a. bizarre direc- •; Early last year,· as l}e wasl 
tion; . • . ·- • • ' · • driving. his • truck home from' 
. •• Malcolm 'x, the fiery. former work, Wharlest Jackson:: treas­
supporter of Elijah Muhammed, urer of the N.A.A.C.P. branch 
the , Black Muslim leader, was in Natchez, Miss., was ,.killed 
speaking in the Aud~bon Ball- by .a bomb thrown .int9: the 
room on Broadway m Harlem vehicle. . •. : 1 •· • • 

when. three Negroes charged 'House Built on WrQn~ Lot 
down the· aisle. , .... .. 

A blast from a sawed-off 
·.shotgun hit the black militant, 
who died soon afterward. 
1 At that time, Dr. King said: 
,1'1 have learned to face threats • 
on my life philosophically and . 
have· prepared myself •for any- '. 
_tjling that might come." . • ,. : 
, .. A monfa ;,,, , . • was at tlie • 

. ' 
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CommunityChurch'1• 
Offers Meditation 
In r.K" g's Death 

l
Sidney Crooto, a 54-year-old'.

1white machinist, sat in sorrow, 
!anxiety and fear in the· chapel 
of the Community Church, 
where he had gorie after hear-
1ing of the murder of the Rev. 
\Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
, . "I think there's collective 
!guilt, not that I feel particularly 
,guilty," said Mr.· Crooto. "I 
1don't believe every white per­
•son is completely guilty, but 
:I've read about the Kerner re­
,port .and I know the burden : 
is on the whites." , : • 
, He was referring to the re­
port of the National • Advisory . 
:commission on Civil Disorders, , 
;led ),Y .Gov. Otto. Kerner of II~: 
•1ino1s. •· • • .... •I 
· , Mr. Crooto and his family are 
,not Church goers, but when 
thev heard. the news on· the 
. radio ·at their. apartment at 541 • 
;west 113th Street. they sought
isom4lace to-reflect and· think 
•about the shooting. They heard' 
that the Unitarian· Universalist 
Church'·on35th Street ·of( Park 
Avenue would keep,its chapel
open all night. •• •• • • ·: • ,;,-• : .-q 

As organ· music was· 'played:' 
some of the 18 .persons. in.Jh~ 
hall read hymnals. Some' sat. 
quietly· and a few cried. There. 
;were two Negroes among them: 
.:·•Mr. Crooto continued: • "I 

.. think • ' the , shooting . wilt 

. ,strengthen· .the hand of those 
t who"advocate· violence - I half 
.'believe in 'it myself, th.at inay

•.be·the'onty·way ~-but !'know 
•as Dr: King knew it Is not the 
right way." • •• • 

Mrs. Crooto sat with her arm 
around ·her ,daughter Rachel. A 
plump, gray-haired .woman she 
shook her head and sighed. "I'm 
frightened, I'm frightened," she 
said. • , . 
. Mrs. Crooto cried' a 'bit, ,and 

her husband looked away: • "I 
,think it's a sad day for the 
'.Country y.rhen a wonderful per• 
son such .as Dr. King is killed," 
ches .... 1• ••.•· ••.• ~~.-.·~ •.•• :-

she added." I haven't felt like: 
this since. President Kennedy'.&\·
assassina~1on,". . . • '·',:' • . 

. . ,/, 

Ii.,, l , ,, I 1, I 
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Shuttle,;,orthRecalled'rI. Dr. King's Philosophy'. 
t ' 

, • CINCINNATI,April 4 (UPI/ 
-The Rev. Fred Shuttles-: 

··worth. who with the Rev. Dr. · 
Martin Luther King Jr. was 

' one of • the early organizers 
, of the Southern Christian' 
Leadership Conference, said· 
tonight one of King's philoso-• • 
phies was that "not one hair 
on the head of orie white ' •• 
•man s~all be harmed by us."· 

"We dedicated ourselves 
, and hoped Americans would . 
. accept the nonviolenceI as a 
as a way of life," Shuttles-.· .i 
worth said. • 

He said S.C.L.C. officers • 
:,vould probably meet in At- ' • 
•lanta tomorow. • • • ,
' "We are all shocked," he· • ; f;said.· "This is anothe~ gre11t: . ; 
. tt:a&_!~·'.'. ,, .: , , ;: ,. •<,.., ;~ 

,, 1 d 

L 
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1Statements1nt e··capita 
_____ • _·_·'--. -------.'---'--. :'-r 

. . . . Sped~ IX>The N~ Yon; Times ,· . ,• i. 
. . WASHINGTON,· April 4_:_Following are tlie texts of 

statements tonight' by President JQhnson an'd ·weePresident. 
Humphrey on the slaying of the· Rev. -Dr.Martin Luther 
King Jr.: .. • • ' . . • . •1 i • ll 
• · America is shocked and saddened by the brutal slaying 
: tonight of Dr. Martin Luther King. • . ~ • . , 
1 I ask every citizen to reject the blind violence that has 

struck Dr. King, who lived by nonviolence: ; ._ . ,; . 
. I pray that his family can find comf.ort _in tlie memory 
of all he_ tried to do for the 1land he loved·, so· well. I have 
just conveyed the sympathy of Mrs. Johnson and myself

, • to his•widow, Mrs. King. • •. , , • ;, • 
. I know that every American of goodwill Joins me in 

·mourning the death of this outstanding leader and.in pray• 
. ing for peace and understanding throughout. this·:_1and. ,_ 

~'. • We can achieve nothing by lawlessness and •aivisive-
ness among the American people. It's only by joining to• 
gether, and only by working together, can we continue to .. 

1 move toward equality and fulfillment wr_aHof ouripeople. ' 
· . · I hope that all Americans tonight .will s~arcn their '' 
; hearts as they ponder this most' tragic incidenti:: , V.·. _'.. 

I ·have canceled my plans fo~ the evening. .I am post• , 
poning my trip to Hawaii until tomorrow,... , \ ~ .. . 1 . 

. Thank you. • • . . 1 _· • •. • .1 \' . ,, , 

• • Vice President Humphrey ,.. L: t , ,\ . ·.: ·' • 

. Martin Luther King stands with our other ¥.eri~~n '. 
I • martyrs in the cause of freedom and justice: His death is 
-: a terrible tragedy and a sorrow to·his family;•toiour·na•

tion, to our conscience. The criminal act that. took his life • 
. brings shame to our country. ' ; • \ ·•1'.11• •~· 

. ;, The apostle 'of nonviolence has been·the victim.of vio-·1~ 

• • Jenee. The cause for which he marched'.and work~'d ·-x-am 
: • sure will find a new strength.· , •. . j ' • • • \ , •· t ".•t 
, .... The plight of discrimination, povert}' and ·-neglect must~~ 

.'., be erased from America1 an~ an A1:1e_ricaof Iul! f~ee\lpm,, 
c; •full and equal.opportumty,11s the ilVlf!g memonal te'·de•·. 
• .serves, and it shall be•his living memorial. _t. ).i ;: • 

\ 

https://victim.of


Supreme Test PlaMed 
theory of non vviolence was

!lt't1 YOFJCTIMES to have come next Monday,'
when Dr. King planned' to lead_ 
a massivve march down the. 
path where vviolence broke out 
last week. • • • 

That was the first time in 
Dr. King's long histo_ry of, civil CITEDKING HREATrights activity that one of his 
drives had ·erupted into ' vio­
lence.·· • •:DAYBEFATERED He was clearly disturbed. -i, 

•'Mr. Young, testifying at a 
Told 2,000 Supporters. He 
Had Seen Promised Land· 

. . ' . I 
MEMPHIS, April 4 (AP)-"It 

really doesn't matter what hap­
pens now. • I've been to the 
mountaintop." 

The speaker was the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. His au­
dience was -acheering crowd of 
some 2,000 supporters. It was 
last night. . 

Dr. King· said last night that 
he was aware that threats had 
been made on his life. But he 
said he had seen the fulfillment 
of his goals of nonviolence, and 
did not worry about the future. 

He said that his flight to 
Memphis .'from Atlanta. Tuesday 
had been delayed•'because of ,a 
baggage search ~at airlines ,Of• 
ficials had said 'resulted. from 
• threats to him. • / 

•,'Difficult Days Ahead' 
"And there have . been some 

threats around .here," he said: 
•• "We've got some: difficult 
days ahead, but it really doesn't 
mater • now," Dr. King ·said. 
"Because I've been to the moun~· 
taintop." . • ·:.' ') 

And the Rev. Andrew W.1 

Young, the 'executive vice pres~ 
ident of Dr. King's Southern 
Christian Leadership Confer• 
ence, said after the slaying that 
he had heard. Dr. King make 
similar remarks only 'once be­
fore at Demopoli~. • Ala., during 
his 1965 Selma march.' • 1 : . ,. 

"I° don't know whether , it 
was premonitiqn; or not,''. Dr.' 
Young· said• as he ·stood·fo.tl1e 
door of the emergency room. 
where Dr. King had been taken 
a'fter·· he '·was felled 'by·. tbe 
bul~et. ,.. , , • ',1 .. ~.rt~d,, :)J'• 

., ' 

Federal Court hearing six hours: 
before Dr. King was shot, was 
asked by United States District 
Judge Bailey Brown what ef• 
fect vviolence in the upcoming
march ·would have on Dr. King. 
r "I would say that Dr. King
·would consider it a repudiation
of his philosophy and his whole 
way of life,'' Mr. Young re• 
plied.' "I don't know ·when· I've 
seen ~im . as discourage4. • and 
depressed." ' , ·; . . .. r 
. "Let us stand with· grt;!ater,

determination" Mr. Young. said, 
"Let us movve on in these days 
of challenge to make America 

' :what i~ ought to. be." • .. 
1 DR:KING'S STATEMENE. ,, 

I left • Atlanta this morn- . 
-Ing, and as we got started on 
the plan~there were six of 

. us-the pilot said over the • 
'public address system: 'We're, 
• .sorry for the delay, but we ' 

have Dr. Martin· Luther King 
on the plane. And to be sure 

1 of that all of the bags were , 
1 checked. And to be sure 
t that nothing would be wrong .. , 
.:on the plane, we had to _1 

~ check out everything care- J. 
(.. fully. And we've had the ' 
(' plane protected and guarded 
. all night.' . . .•. 
,· And then I got into Mem- ., 

phis. And some began to say J 
the threats-or talk about j

l . the threats that were ~ut. Or 
what would happen to me·, 
from some of our sick white , 

'' brothers. . . • 
w~n. I don't know what • 

will happen now. We've got 
some difficult days ahead. 
But it really doesn't matter, 
with me now. Because I've 
·been to the mountain top. l · 
won't mind. •. • ·•. 
• Like anybody, I would like _ 

to live a long life. Longevity
has its place. ·But I'm not 

, concerned about that now. I • 
i just want to do God's will. . 
. And He's allowed me to go· 

_'up to the mountain. And I've 
i looked ·over, and I've seen . • 
the promised land. •. . . • 

1 • I may not get there with. 
\'you, but I want you to know· 
•.tonight that we a~ a people·
• will get to the promised land.·· 
, So I'm happy tonight. ·I'm~ 
• not worried about anything.
{·I'm not fearing any man.: 
;>Mine eves have seen . the 

glory of the • coming· of the . 
[ Lord. • ; . , . • . • 

' .•I - ~ • • • • '-

.. 



iScattered Violence.Occ rs 
. . 

In Harlem and_.·Brooklyn 
I ----- : .. ·J ..... ~-~·, .... \, .-..~ • .. - ,;..· 
~ _ !1 ~ • I· • 

•1Mayor Tours Uptown 
By TIIOMAS A. JOHNSON ' 
Sporadic violence erupted in 

Harlem and Brooklyn's Bed­
ford-Stuyvesant section last 
night after news of Dr. Martin 
Lut~er King's assassination 

. . . . . ·, • , ~ •• - . , .lspread in the two predominant• 
ly ~egro communities. Violence. Erupts . .in .:Harlem 

Police reinforcements were 
rushed into both areas, and 
fire \ trucks were sent to ex• Continued_from P_agei, Col. 6 W~shington I~Shaken• of' Seventh' Avenutand #~ 

tinguish fires set by Negro . ' Street, where ~tx;eet:£prner ral• 
youths at the scenes of Brook· facturers Hanover Trµsl;"Irank ~leaders Call for Calm lies are_Jeld~:ct.allt; to protest 

anq, the Coronet Bar,! both 'on th 1 .-. _,..,. • • • lyn disorders, along 1:ulton Fulton Street near BedfordAve- : _WASHINGTON, April .__ : es artog, • • •• : •·''.-• • Street, between Bedford and nue. No looting occ~rred.· •. (UPI)-:-Not since John F~ ..•• Youths sc~~ie~ t~~ou?~· the 
Nostrand Avenues. • · · · • Kennedy was assassinated on crowd, berating·, thl!i • speakers 

Fire hoses .were turned on '· Withinnioments, yo~ths broke Nov. 22, 1963, has.' the cap- and chaiied a Negro_· riews111an 
mtq Alvey's, a _clothmg store ital been .so .. shaken .by. a· drivivng a ·radiQ ,netw_!)rk ,car scores of screaming youths who nearby and • :;tarted carrying ··murder_. _,,·Washington • was from the -s~ene. • ., ·:·.: .tried to keep firemen away. • 
!~ay armfuls of clothing. pl_unged into. ' gloo~ . and Store Fire. Breaks Out 1 ' ,

Mayor Lindsay went to the ··Police reinforcements arrived feared. th~.--··repercuss1ons of Al t • .-d. t ·1 ; _. f.. • • 
· -; · • •'·the-slaying of. the Rev. Dr; mos. m_m_ie_1ae y, a 1'.escene of the -Harlem disturb­
v;ith\n minutes. They were met Martin Li'.ither King Jr. broke • out m John'!! Bargainance at 125th Street and St. '9'y_a ~arrage .of_.~cks and bot- Le3:dern. called for calrµ.' Storei .a .few :doors 9:way. ANicholas Avenue, arriving at ~es. · : • , : , 1:-· • :· ....<" Some in Congress 'said open Negro man trie_d to. fight ...the 

10:40 P.M. -~S.hortly before the 1\'layor's .housing legislation. should blaze before firemen. amv!!d 
'fhe Mayor, wpo walked -. arrival, se...-eral Harlem r_esi- now-be passed as a memorial but thl: .youths ;h~s~ed 0h1m: 

• through the area, ae+;ompanied ·d ts·tr· d to d to tb,e---rnanwho marched for away. Firemen extinguished the.­
,._en 1e persua e.a group it. ," / '--" . • .blaze within minutes. _ •: _1

by Assistant ~hief ,_Inspector , _bf·-.aQo-qt100. youths to stay /Dr. King, said Speaker of'• ! Fu~u;in Str~et-Bectt:ord-Stuy~-. 
Eldridge Waith, the Harlem­
born · police off.icial 'who·. on 
Wednesday was-placed in 'com­
mand of Manhattan North, all 
of the borough north of 66th 
Street. 

The first incidents of violence 
were reported in the Brooklyn 
area where f,indows were bro­
ken in a branch of the Manu-

Continued on Page 26, CQlumn 2 

-away from-,-~Il ar!la on 125th _the House, John McCormack, vesant s mam • shqppmg iµ-ea,: 
.Str.eetwherewindowshad_been •0 was a m~r.tc> a cause-,- where ·the Brooklyn z:iots -ofi 
broken-and a store looted .... : and that cause : will be. 1~64 bega:n-was d~~cribed by\ 
• One resident mounted ·-the ·: strengthe?ed if the- House one e)'.ew~!ness as pur~ pan•, 

bumper of a police .car and •t;:!:mcurs. 1~. the Senate civjl 4e;:1omum for a fe~ mm1;1tes.1 
·urged the youths to use-either rights bill. • • • • • People were runnmg· wildly, 
126th Street or 127th street to . :rh_e' b~U-~~-~Jd outlaw dis- u~ and .. d_own the stree~''. .he! 
head east, away from the dis- -.cnmmation •-m ___ sale or sai~. Kids were-the dnnkmg
'iurbance. . . · . . . _,ren~al, of 68 J?e~_~t .o! ~e wh1~ky fro~ bottles, playing : 

The speaker who identified ,nat1on-s. housmg. ·~.,._ • mu~1c loudly from transistor. 
h' It Ed' d F b • . radios, and older people stood, 

imse as 'Yar a re, ~as -· • . - , . • .",,,-:-. . • .·.-~ on the . sidewalk just t h. 
shouted. down Jus; a,s Mr.,Lmd- armbands;·· also'-were • urging and shaking th~ir be:da c ;'!lg 
say arnved. . .·:. , . • youths -to "go home/\'."·. . • eng.ines. and • police car!· k~r~

i · Other- • Harlem1t~s,• • ·wean!lg • Two. plocks ~wa'y1 ·scores of runnine---.:up,-and .• down Je 
i _congress of Racial. Eci.uahty ~egroes· gathered-at the corner st·r~.'" . • •'.:).,. • , •. 
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LootiJg in Washingto~ • 
• SPtCl&lloTh•NewYorl<Tlmea

WASHINGTON,April 4-i-Van-
dalism and looting, led openly 
by Stokely Cannlchael, the mil-
'ta t bl k ti 1· t eru·pted
1 n ac na ona is • 
tonig~t. in • a small area . of 
,~as?mgton s Negro section 
w1thm ho'1rs after th~ death of 
the Rev I Dr Martin Luther 

• • 1 • • i 

Kmg Jr: • 
Carmichael,the former ~hair-

man of ~e Student_ Nonv1~lent 
Coordlnatmg Con:m1ttee, reJect-
ed pleas to avoid trouble by 

vice ch~ii;ma~ of the Di_strict of 
Columbia s City Counc!l ~nd a
close associate of Dr. Kings.· 

[Clashes between groups of 
Negroes and the police were 
reported in scattered sections 
of the country after the as•

• J 
sasination of Dr. Kmg. •• 
Carmichael told about .400

Negroes to "go hom. e,.· and. ge_t1• 
your guns." • \

There were· reports ~1loot•
l 

• ----ContinuedonPage26,~_Elwnn5
•.1 

\ 

!~1 YOFJ<:TIMES 

fl ; 
• • , • .l ,: 

· ,. 
Continued From Pag'~' 1, Cot. 7. 

ing, ~nd ·some shouting in· the Ii 
air but· the police. said ·no one 
had been sho_t Tta,.ffic ·was di•]I · 
,verted from the tiy.nbled ~rea. • 
: There were ·apparently nol 
!immediate attempts to arrest 
Carmichael. or anyone else in 
'the unruly group. At 11 P.M., 
however the police were form-

Trouble Began at 9 P.M, 

.LOOTI~G stI~:d tr~tb~bo~r i4i.J.:re:!ERUPTS-IN w~sHI JGTON'President Johnson was making 

the Rev. Walter E. F_au~troy, ing a co~don to make sweep of 
the area. They· had orders tci 
arrest anyone who failed to 

· move on. • • 
"If you don't· have· a gun, go 

.home," Carmichael shouted to 

a group of • Negro youths at· 1 · .14th aild..JJ Streets, N.W.,. rt 
;the heart of,th·e commercial 
section of _Wash·in~_ton's Negro 

-~slum. . ••. . -.....,.,~
"When the white man come 

he is coming to kill you," Car-.
• h 1 • 11 d "I'd • t

m1c ae ye e • • • on t wan ' 
any black blood in 'the. street.' 
Go home and get ·you a gun· 
and then come back bec'ause I 
got mea gun." .. :• • :· .' • 
. He: then brandished•what ap• 

peared to• be: a .small pistol. . 
.,As he i:iid so, a slight Negro 

youth; perhaps 15· years old,
:fired , two shots • into the air-
from a • pearl-handled:: pistol.• .. 
The' reports startled. the· crowd 
jnto •· sile~ce .. ·But.· Catmichael 
'quickly. added: r~, • ~---··· '. ' 
.• "Don't ,-shoot unless every•
body's got their gun." . • .•• • · 

. In the crowd there were cries. 
of ''.I got my gun...:.you got your 

• g~Rf~ o'11✓p~i;>t<r;; s~eci0ai 
/olicemen, all_-Negroes, pulled 
u '' in •a .car ✓- in· front .of .thl:l, 
crowd and ,jumped '.tQ the :curb 
witlY'clra;vn • guns; With· his'1 

ands ;-,raised,' Carmichael ap­
roached them and remopstra-

ted witu__them. • As •a crowd 
·gathered, the special policemen 

• returned to·theil' car and ~rove 
away,'1:· ~.. ,'\ t·.'::,::,. t.-- : .. ~-

his televised address from the 
White House. Cannichael led a 
group of Negroes-no more 
than 50 at first-south on 14th
Street shouting, "Close the 
stores-Martin. Luther King Is 
dead." 

The grc,up, gathering man-
power as it moved, entered two
motion picture. theaters, the 
Lincoln and the Republic, on U 
Street N.W~ ·Mr. Carmichael de­
'manded that .they close imme­
diately. The startled patrons ap­

. parently did not know tha~ Dr. 
Ki~! w~: d:::~d-now .about 
200 persons-moved south from 
u Street, about a mile; north

h' H Nof the W 1te ouse, egro
beauty shops, drug and liquor 
stores and pool halls along rain-
drenched 14th Street closed
thei·r doors. · 

The looting, - confined to a 
two-block area north and south 
of 14th and U Streets-WaJh• 
• t • q ·valent of 12 th 

1 

mg on s e u1 . 
Street and Amsterdam Avenue
-broke out about anhour after 
the march began. . 

A reporter on the scene saw 
. Negro youths smash the win­
, dows of a Peoples Drug Store, 
: a pawnshop, a liquor store and 
' two electrical appliance stores, 
•enter • the stores and runoff 
1 with piles of merchandise? ,ln-
'eluding· .at least 25 telev1s1on 
•sets . .' . , .. 

Uniformed city policemen
; were, ordered to .stay clear of 
the area but plB:mcl~the~ off!-, 
cers began moving m as the 
looters fled. . . 

400 in the Area 
Perhaps 400 persons filled 

the two-block section of. 14th 
Street -while the looting went 
on. As they ran, they shouted 
"Beep, Beep, black power" and 
"Go home and get a gun.''
'.i,;The .. confrontation between,
·~:.. . 

Carmichael and Mr. Fauntroy~ . 
pastor of the Ne)Y'·-Bethe 
Church who is director of the 
Washington Bureau of Dr.J 
King's Sputhem Christian Lead­
ership-Conference, was dramat-
ic.· • , .. 
•• Mr. Fauntroy, a slightly built 
moredate who has been severely 
criticised in Congress for main­
taining close contact with Car­
michael during the planning for 
Dr. King's Poor People's Cam­
paign in . Washington, ap- , 
proached the youthful Negro 
militant .as-he led about• 100 • 
marchers.··. . 

• • "Please don't make any trou­
ble," Mr. Fauntroy· said, seek• ; 
Ing· to grasp Carmichael's arm. ; 
Throwing both of his arms into 
,the air, Carmichael symbolically '. 
rejected' the clergyman's plea • 
by shouting "They killed King." 
I. The march~rs moved on. 
, • Mr.'Fauntroy, apparently near 
;tears, later appeared on local 
1television stations appealing to 
lcitizens to stay at home. 
! Brief clashes between Ne­
groes and the police broke out 
in scattered sections of the 
country last after the assassi-
-nation of the Rev. Dr. Martin 
!Luther King ·Jr. • . 

• 

. 

. 
, 

In Raleigh, N. C,, the police
clashed with a group of about. 
75 young Negro students from 
Shaw University, • a Negro . 
school, who invaded the city's
main business street and over­
turned automobiles and smashed 
store windows. 
' A similar incident was re­
ported in Boston. In Memphis,
where the Negro leader was 
slain, Police Chief Frank Hollo­
·man went on television. to re­
port that rioting has broken 
1out in parts I of the city and 
1tooting was taking place. "Loot• 
1ing is rampart," he said. The 
1National Guard ii coming
back." 1;. ' • : ·::.; ••. •.~ ' • · 
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t.rhe Need of All Humanity' --~.. .,. . . 
--~·:The assassin's bullet that e~tinguished ·,the life ot , 
:l>r. King has struck deep into the fabric of this coun- ·l 

•·:try and has torn into the fiber of every American 
: ·_of every race, color and creed. Each one of us has • 
'tiied a little with the death of ·Martin Luther King, .: 

: ·\vho recently wrote: , ·. 
:f •"Nonviolence, the answer to the Negro's need, may 4 
::hecome the answer to the most desperate need of all 
•·.humanity." . : . 
:.:·:or. King's murder is a national disaster, depriving :.i'. 
::.Negroes and whites. alike of a leader of integrity, 
•:vision and restraint. T4e calamity of his loss will ,· 
·.:require a maximum• of self-control' and steadiness• 
: :-0{ nerve on the ,part of all .the American people. ._.• 
: ; The cause for which Dr. King died will find re-
: b1iwed strength· and purpose in ·the inspiration of his 

-:• memory, and it. wi!l aurely· ~riumph, for .. the. cause::: 
•Jsjust.

4 
• 

I 
. , , . •• . ~..·: •. .·1 

• '• • • 

I' 

"' 
• I 

,1 Y, 0 1 I 

.-JI' • • 



!lr:.'t1YOFX TlMES 

APR 5 196&. • ~~:•.~._ 
.i',,/'·· 
.J! -~. 

:, . : F-::B.I.•Inquiry .Order~d : .. ( 
•, Attorney. 'Ge~eral Ramsey' 
Clark ordered an immediate in­
quiry by the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation into the shooting 

• PRESIDENT'S PLEA 

of Dr. King in Memphis\ . . 
He said the purpose of the in-. 

•On TV, He Deplores 
vestigation would be to Jeter.'. 
mine whether any Federal law 
had been violated. 

'Brutal'Murdero,f 
NegroLeader 

• One provision of the law that.· 
·could be invoked makes it a' 

special to Th• NewYori< Times tcrime to engage in a cons'piracy. 
WASHINGTON, April i ?\ to deprive a person of his civil: 

President Johnson deplored to- ~:·~\ rights. • I 
night in a brief t~levision ad- • ;;_:)\ ·, rn addition to F.B,I. agents, 
dress to the nation the "brutal ' j-~; Department of Justice civil 
slaying" of the Rev. Dr. Martin ,.., rights representatives were on 
Luther King Jr. the scene.in Memphis arid wer& 
~ H~ asked "every citizen to.'re- in touch with the Atorney Gen~. 
ject the blind violence that has ' eral. . . • • • • 
struck· Dr .• King, who ·lived by I The • shock of Dr. King's 
nonviolence." • death, which hit this capital 

Mr.· Johnson said he was with numbing suddenness, was 
postponing his scheduled de- . reflected in the President's face. 
parture tonight for a Honolulu 'as ·he spoke to the nation. , 
conference on Vietpam and that In his brief message, de!iv.;; 
instead he would leave tomor- ( ered _shortly after 9 P.M. East~ 
row. ,J' ern ·standard time from-,a door-, 

The President spoke from the . way· of the west wing of the 
White House. At the Washing• White House, the President 
ton' Hilton Hotel, wher~ Demo- said: • • ' 
cratic memb,ers of Congr~ss had "America is sho~ked arid sad~; 
gathered to honor the President dened by the brutal slaying 
and the Vice President,. Mr. tonight of Dr. ·Martin Luther 
Humphrey, his voice strained . .. -~-, King. I ask every citizen to 
with emotion, said: , . ~-,~- =·; , . reject .~e blind violence that
I "Martin Luther King stands ' Assoc1-ted_Pr~• -~ ContinuedonPage 24, Q>l~ 6 
with our other American mar- nmREV. DR.· l\lI~TIN ·LUTHER KIN~ Jr. ., .1 • 

tyrs in the cause.·of freedom-=========;:=============~, 
and justice. His death is a ter-
rible tragedy."· 

The dinner was canceled 10 
to 15 minutes after the Vice 
President spoke. ·Mr. Johnson, 
who was scheduled to appear 
'at, the dinner, .canceled • hisl 
plans to. attend. , .. • ·, ~ , ~ • 

I 4 l l ' <l \ • f-= 
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JOHNSONDEPLORES· 
'BRUTALSLAYING' 

I 
Continued From Page I, Col. 5 

. has struck Dr. King, who lived 
by nonviolence." ' 

Mr. Johnson said he and Mrs. 
Johnson had conveyed their 

. sympathy to Mrs. King. 
"I know," he aded, • "that 

every American of goodwill 
joins me in mourning the death 
of this outstanding leader in 
praying for peace and under• 

. standing throughout this land." 
The President . said that 

· nothing could· be • achieved by 
lawlessness • and· divlsivenes~ 
among Americans. Only· by 

•working together, he ·asserted, 
can America move toward full 
equality a~d fulfillment fox 
everyone.

"I hope,'' Mr. Johnson de• 
dared solemnly, "that all 
Americans tonight will search 
their hearts as they ponder this 
most tragic incident."IThe Vice President announced 
Dr. King's death to the 2,500 
persons attending the co'ngres-,
,sional dinner. Mr. Humphrey,
\who was seated at the. head 
table on a raised platform, rose, 
and in a solemn, heavy vqice 
said: . , .

"This is a very unusual and 
special and very· dificult time. 
A great tragedY. has taken plac~ 
in America tonight. One of oui; 
renowned and active leaders in. 
the cause of civil rights has: 
been stricken down by an as• 
sassin's bullet. Martin • Luther, 
King has been shot and is, 
dead." • 

The Vice President then read 
a prepared statement. "The, 
criminal act that took his life 
brings shame to our country,''·
he said. "The apostle of non• 
violence has been the victim 
of violence. The causeforwhich 
he marched and worked, I am 
sure, will find new strength." ,

Mr. Humphrey added: "An 
America of full freedom, full 
and equal opportunity, is the 
living memorial he deserves, 
and it shall be his living 
memorial." 
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"It is to be· hoped that this·DISMAYINNATIONtragedy will help move the 
American' • people to prompt 
action to expunge racism from 
our national life. If such action 
is taken forthwith, the sacrificeNegroesin a Plea for of this great' and good man will 
not have been in vain." Spiritof Nonviolence. Mayor Richard G. Hatcher of 
Gary, Ind., a Negro, termed the -Some Are Bitter 

Statements by Johnson alld 
Humphrey are on Page 24. 

By LAWREN CE VAN GELDER each shocked, saddened beyond 
• Dismay, shame' anger and i~a~ination and ~ternall_y d~: 

,foreboding· marked the nation's mm1shed. I have lost a fnend. 
, reaction last night to the Rev, : "Men who care for human• 
i_Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s kind and struggle for its salva• 
• murder. Ition through reason and faith' 
! From the high offices of state have lost a lea?er of monu-• 
to the man in the street. news mental stature,'' he said. "A 
of the moderate civil rights man of his magnitude-.will,not 

'leader's violent death in Mem- soon pass they way again." 
•phis yesterday drew, for the At his home in Stamford, 
most part, stunned and sober Conn., the former baseball star!statements. • Jackie Robinson called the 

Most major Negro. organiza- Continued on Page 26, Column 1 
tions and Negro. leaders, la- --------------: 

menting Dr. King's death, ex-
pressed hope that it serve as a 
spur to others to carry on in 
his spirft of nonviolence. But 
some Negro militants respdnded 
with bitterness and anger.· 

Roy Wilkins, executive di­
rector of the National Associa• 
tion for the Advancement of 
Colored People, said his organi­

. zation was fshocked and deeply 
grieved by 'the dastardly mur­
der of Dr. M.artin Luther King." 
• "His murderer or murderers 
must be promptly apprehended 
and brought to justice,'' Mr. 
·Wilkins said. .,

'A Man of Peace' 
"Dr. King was a symbol ot: 

the nonviolent civil rights pro­
test ·movement. He was a· man· 
of peace, of dedication, of great 
courage. His senseless assassi• 
nation solves nothing. It will 
not stay the civil rights move-lment; it will instead spur ir to 
areater activity. . , 

death of Dr. King "every. man's 
loss." I • 

"We are all the survivors of 
this 'great leader,'' he said. 

, "With the insanely violent acts 
1 of one distorted man, we are 

NEGROES SUPPORT . 

• AIMS OF D 
I 

KING 

Bid Others Carry Out Spirit 
of Nonviolence-But Some. 
· RespondWith Bitt~,r~ess • ., . . .• . \: .\ }. 

Continued Fro~· Page '1, Co~. 4 

shooting "the most disturbing 
and distressing thing we've had 
to face in a long ti~e." • 

Mr. Robinson, now a com• 
munity relations aide to Gover­
nor Rockefelle·r, said, "I am 
concerned about repercussions." 

In Los Angeles, Negro leaders ' 
'quickly_· expre~·sed. • hope.' that' 
community sentiment would .be 
.keyed ,to :the. nonviolence. for 
which-Dr. King-crusaded1rather 
than. to· the 'l)arsh circumstances 
of hfs·: death>· • •. • •·. • . 

"I • hope ' the-' people. of th~ 
United States ·and especially 
of Los Angeles will keep a·cool 

',·,•A Bitter Reflection' . 
In New York, • Whitney N. 

Young Jr., executive director o 
the Natiopal Urban League
said: • '·. ··, .' 

''We are· unspeakably shocked·, 
by -the murder of Martin Luther • 
King,. one of the • greatest leaci> 
ers of our time. This 'is a bitter 
reflection on America. We fear 
for our country.. . ' 

"Tho only possible answer 
now is for the nation to act 
immediately on ~at, Dr. King
has been fighting.Jar-passage
of the civi~ rights•· and anti• 
poverty bills and a _trµe ·and 
just, equality fot all men .. Those 
of us who have remained loyal 
to his· concept of 'nonviolence 
ha:ve been dealt a mortal blow. 

"We pray that he has not 
died in vain. If he has, this will 
mean the kind of violence that 
he gave 'his life to prevent."

Charles King 3d, president of 
the Central Los Angeles Chap~ 
ter of the National Association 
for the Advancement' of Colored 
People e~pressed fear that the 
death .of Dr. Kirig, "will -mani, 
fest' itself. in -violence by .both 
communities'.'.-the ,.white' anc' 
the bl~c~ ."W~certainly .hope 
this w1ll,not-happen.", :. , , . 

Sen. Edward w. Brooke, Re-
publican 'of Massachusetts, .. a 
Negro declared:, , . . , ·, , 

"In our .. anguish, and bitter•· 
ness '.of .this awful ·event, ·we 
must· not lose sight • of the 
meaning of ·this, great inan's 
life .. The· .vindication. ·of Dr. 
King's. historic. endeavors. can 
only come through our· renewed 
dedication to. the human goals
of. brotherly love and • equal 

• Angry Response / 
An . angry reaction cam~ in,

Washington from. Julius Hob­
son, a Negro who heads a mill• 
tant but nonviolent civil rights 
gr~up called ACT. Mr. Hobson 
said: • 

"The next black man who 
comes into the black com­
munity preaching nonviolence 
should be violently dealt with 
by the black people who hear 
him. The Martin Luther King
c~ncept_ of nonviolence died 
;nith him. It wa~ a foreign
ideology anyway-as foreign 
to tl?is • violent country as 
i;peaking Russian." 

Another bitter reaction came 

head and a calm spirit and, ,let • ·leader 1s a monumental com- days did so ·much to give lead~ 
•tahe law take its course," said 
Gilbert Lindsay, one ·of ·tiu\ee 
Negroes·ot, the 15-member Ci~ 
Council." . , I _,.'· .-r···~ •• 

justice which ;he so nobly. ad-. .One by one, the . shops closed . 
vanced. , , . •; · • . , The Most Rev. Terence J 
!·: .''.Th~ savage act of his assas- Cooke, who was installed yes: 
sm must not be alowed to over- terday as the Roman Catholic 
shadow th·e higher 'Vision which 1 • . • . , • • . , 

,Martin,Luth~r King shared with ,Archbishop of New. York, knelt 
us • all. The sorrow which all i
Americans of. good.will. feel at. n. prayer with Archbishop 
this. terrible' loss -must bind us- Iakovos,· the Greek Orthodox 
together,_,,not rend us apart." : primate of ·~orth and -South 
. William ·Booth, chairman of America, at a reception· at tlie 
New York City's Commfssion Greek Orthodox headquarters 
on Human. Rights,. said: "I t 10

'v.:ould hol?e that np one w.ould a_ . East 9!th Street: '". 
use Dr. Kmg's cjeath as an ,.ex, ' •S!de by_ side,. kneeling. on a 

•cuse for further, violenc;e.'.'. "'· red-carpeted stair before·.· the 
Another call - for • restraint; Byzantine . altar, the •two pre­

.came from !aines Farmer, for- !ates said· the Lo d' .p
' mer ·nlltional dii;ector of the . . . r s rayer,
Congress .of . ~acial . Equality, 8;11~th~n Archbishop Cooke de­
who said':--.;. . • · livered a . prayer• for himself 

, . "Ev~ry racist -i~ th~ country· apd ArchbishoA,-Iakovos: 
h~s :killed ·Pr. Kmg.,, Evil SOJ "Dear Lord '! he· said • " 

• c1eties • always_ destroy .. :their k. . ' • V{e.
consciences. The . only fitting as ~ou to receive the soul ot; 
memori~l- to this . martyred Martin. Lut~er K,li:tg, wh? in his 

from Lincoln 0. Lynch the 
former associate nationitl di­
rector of CORE and chairman 
of the United Black Front. He 
said: 

"The assassination of Martin 
L1:1ther ~ing, in my opinion,
will begin to wake up black 
people _to, the fact th~t .it is 
unpe:~bvev to abandon the un­
conditional nonviolent concept
expounded by Dr. King and 
adop~ a position that for every
Martin Lutller King who falls 
l~ whl~e racists will go down 
with him. There is no other 
way, White America under­
stands no other language" • 

In Washington, along a 
g_r!my, rain-drenched, neon- ' 
lighted strip of 14th Street 
N.W.. Stokely Carmichael, for- • 
mer ~natrman of the Student . 
N~nv10Ient Coordinating. Com-, 
mittee, led a march through
the Negro ghetto as his follow- • 
ers shouted: "Close the--stores • 
-Martin Luther King is dead." 

mitment-now, not a day later ership, to justice ·tor all .. We 
-to eliminate racism. Dr. King pray . the ideals ·he · struggled 
hated bloodshed.· His . own Ifor, • the ideals he gave his life· 
blood must no~. now trigger for, wni be. realized,. so·. 'that: 
more bloodshed., . , soon America will be .0 . t'• . . ne, .a J 

. , • • peace, where liberty ·i&1given 
• 11 t() 1111," • .- .- ·:~ .• ,;,,I 

I 
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Govem9r Rockefeller, who\ 
he&rd ~.J -news of Dr. King'si
death while having dinner, !m-l 
mediately directed that flags on'. 
all state buildings -be .flown· at\ 
1half staff today, "as ;m expres-
, sion of the deep sorrow felt byl 
New Yorkers as well as men 
of goodwill throughout our na­
tion and the world." 

The -Governor said: "I am • 
, shocked and deeply -saddened 
1by the tragic death of Dr. Mar• 
1tin Luther King, a man of wis­
dom and eloquence who gave
•his life not unlike the late Pres- , 
1ident Kennedy in a courageous
fight for the fundamental hu­
man values upon whicl.l our 
nation was founded." 

Mayor Is Shocked 
Mayor Lindsay heard of Dr. 

King's death while attending
the premiere of "The Education 
ofH*Y*M"'A"'NK"'A*P"'L*A•N" 
at the Alvin Theater. He im­
mediately left the performance,
issued a statement and sent a 
telegram to Mrs. King in At­
lanta. In the statement the 
Mayor said: . 

"I am shocked beyond be­
lief. This tragic and sorrowful 
event has had the profoundest
implication for our country.

"The people of· our city, of 
every race, I am sure, will join 
hands in paying tribute to him. 

"Our greatest tribute to him 
will be to bear 04rselves as he 
would want us to-with dig• 
nity and prayer." . 

In the telegram he said: 
Mrs. Lindsay joins me in an 
eiq,re.ssion of profouncl sym·
pathy. Dr. King and your
family are in our prtyers in 
this hour of supreme• sorrow\ 
:which an unhappy nation 

/shares with .you."
•• 
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