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OFFICB 011' THB DJREC'iOR 

CONPIDBHTIAb-
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTlC~ 

(~\FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION \JI 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 

October 8, 1968 

BY LIAISON 

Mrs. Mildred Stegall 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mrs. Stegall: 

I thought the President might be interested in the 
following information. 

A confidential source who has furnished reliable 
information in the past has advised that the Executive Staff 
and the Field Staff of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference plan a concentrated campaign to insure the partici­
pation of the highest possible number of Negro voters in the 
November, 1968, election. The Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference is the organization founded by the late Martin Luther 
King, Jr., which conducted the Poor People's Campaign in 
Washington, D. C., last spring to pressure Congress into passing 
legislation favorable to Negroes and poor white people. 

The preference of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference for Vice President Humphrey will be established 
indirectly during the campaign by stressing the undesirability 

~CONFIDBHIAL 
Group 1 DECLASSIFIED

Excluded from automatic E.O. 12958l:fScc. 3.6
downgrading and NLJ 02- 3 
declassification ByT NARA.OateU9) 



CONPIDENTIAt 

Mrs. Mildred Stegall 

of Richard Nixon and George Wallace as far as Negroes are 
concerned. The implication will be left during speaking 

~---~ 

engagements that Mr. Humphrey is the only choice left for 
Negro voters. 

No further dissemination is being made of the 
above data. 

Sincerely yours, 

~-~ 

CONPIDSN¼l.Alr­
- 2 -



OFFICE OF Tlll!. DIRECTOR t:RE'I' 

IT D ST TE DEPARTME T OF J TICE 

FEDERAL B REAU OF I VESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 

August 16, 1968 

BY LIAISON 

Mrs. Mildred Stegall 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mrs. Stegall: 

the 
I thought the President 

information contained in the 
might be interested 

enclosed memorandum. 
in 
The 

memorandum contains the results of a conference between 
Stanley Levison and entertainer Harry Belafonte concerning 
a dispute over funds between Mrs. Coretta King and the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference. 

Stanley Levison is an advisor to the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference and has been identified 
as a secret Communist Party member as late as 1963. 

A copy of the memorandum is also being furnished 
to the Attorney General. 

Sincerely yours, 

Enclosure 

-£1:ECRE~ DE:lAS~LflfJ.)
Group 1 E.O. 1 958 Sec.3.6
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June 29, 1968 
Saturday 

TO MILDRED STEGALL 
FROM: James R. Jones ~ 

n 



TO MILDRED STEGALL 
FROM: James R. Jones 

June 28, 1968 



OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

ITED T 

OONFI8BNT11l:L 

TES DEP RT 1:E T OF J TICE 

FEDERAL B REAU OF V TIGAT 0 

WASBI GTO , D.C. 20S35 

June 21, 1968 

BY LIAISON 

Honorable James R. Jones 
Special Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Jones: 

Reference is made to the request of Mrs. Mildred 
Stegall on the evening of June 20, 1968, for information 
regarding the number of individuals residing at Resurrection 
City, the general situation there, and the outlook for the 
Poor People's Campaign. 

A memorandum is enclosed with details in this 
matter. 

For your information, one of our sources indicated 
that Ralph D. Abernathy, President of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, has stated that he may seek an appoint­
ment with President Johnson but gave no definite details in 
this regard. 

This will confirm information telephonically
furnished to your office this morning. 

Upon removal of the enclosed memorandum, this 
letter becomes unclassified. 

Sincerely yours, 

Enclosure 

--GOUIDBN'PfAL 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON, D,C, 20535In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 
June 21, 1968 

POOR PEX>PLE'S CAMPAIGN 

General Situation at Resurrection City 

Eighty-five Poor People's Campaign participants 
were arrested by the Metropolitan Police Department at the 
Department of Agriculture, Washington, D. c., on Jtme 20, 
1968, when these individuals blocked doorways of the 
Department and disrupted traffic. Of those arrested, 
49 were males, 27 were females, and nine were juveniles. 
While other participants were returning to Resurrection City 
after these arrests, it was necessary for the police to use 
tear gas to control disorderly demonstrators. 

During the late evening of June 20 and the early 
morning of June 21, 1968, a strategy meeting was held at 
Resurrection City at which several of the leaders of the 
Poor People's Campaign spoke, including Ralph D. Abernathy, 
President of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference. 
During his remarks Abernathy said, 11We must carry out 
tomorrow's program. We must go to jail but we· will decide 
where we will be arrested." He also stated, "I am ready 
to lead. I am ready to lead an orderly and peaceful 
demonstration and we will be going to jail." Abernathy 
called for the participants to assemble at 8:00 A.M., 
June 21, 1968, for demonstrations; however, he did not 
indicate where these would be held. 

Resurrection City was relatively quiet during 
today's early morning hours and 600 individuals stayed 
at Resurrection City, approximately 95 per cent of whom 
were under 25 years of age. 

•GONi'IPENTIA.l:r 
Group 1 
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~CQNFIDENTI!lh-

POOR PEX>PLE'S CAMPAIGN 

The situation at Resurrection City has steadily 
deteriorated. It has been described as a jwtgle and there 
have been ntunerous instances of innnoral activity. On the 
evening of June 19, 1968, there were reportedly 18 different 
assaults in Resurrection City. 

Recent defiant statements by Abernathy and other 
leaders, the youth of the remaining participants, the 
discomforts and boredom of the demonstrators and the 
exuberance following Solidarity Day on Jtme 19, 1968, make 
the present situation in Resurrection City highly 
unpredictable. The indecision which has plagued the 
campaign to date stems to a great degree from the 
unpredictability of the campaign leaders who appear to be 
making many decisions on the spur of the moment and who are 
involved themselves in an internal struggle within the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference. 

Outlook for Resurrection City and the Poor People's Campaign 

There is no indication that the campaign leaders 
plan to vacate Resurrection City when their permit expires 
on Jtme 23, 1968. We received information on Jtme 20, 1968, 
that seven area coordinators of the Poor People's Campaign 
have been instructed to recruit 1,000 persons from each area 
to come to Washington, D. C. This indicates that campaign 
leaders have no intention to terminate their campaign and, 
in fact, it would appear increased activities are planned 
with emphasis on civil disobedience and arrests. 

Abernathy has consistently stated from the outset 
of the campaign that it would continue in Washington, D. c., 
tmtil the United States Congress meets its demands. To 
withdraw from this position would further alienate the many 
restless campaign participants who have been outspoken in 

k CONFIDDJl'I:M: 
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-CONFIDBNTIM. 

POOR PEX>PLE'S CAMPAIGN 

their criticism of leaders of the Poor People's Campaign who, 
they claim, are enjoying the luxuries of living at hotels 
in Washington, n. c., while the "poor people 11 are suffering 
the many discomforts at Resurrection City. The participants 
are anxious to find outlets for the many frustrations 
encountered to date and the arrests on June 20, 1968, 
will possibly be the spark to ignite not only more 
demonstrations but very militant ones. Abernathy himself 
reportedly plans to be arrested during disturbances. 

It appears that as long as the Poor People's 
Campaign continues to use Resurrection City, increased 
disturbances with resulting arrests can be expected. 

The above information has been received from 
sources of this Bureau who have furnished reliable information 
in the pasto 

eONP'IBEN:FIAi. 
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR -Sl:CREI 

ITED ST TE DEPARTME T OF JU TICE 

FEDERAL BUREA OF I VE TIGATION 

June 24, 1968 

BY LIAISON 

Mrs. Mildred Stegall 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mrs. Stegall: 

For your information, I am enclosing 
a communication which may be of interest to you. 

Upon rem.oval of the enclosure, if 
classified, this transmittal form becomes 
unclassified. 

Sincerely yours, 

J~~ 
~Director 

Enc. 

This information is also being furnished 
the Attorney General. 

SECRET 



-SECRET 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 
In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. June 24, 1968 

NATIONAL COMMITTEE OF INQUIRY 

A confidential source who has furnished reliable 
information in the past furnished the following data on 
June 17 and 18, 19680 

Stanley Levison has taken an interest in the National 
Committee of Inquiry which Levison has described as a committee 
made up of Negroes who hold public-officeo These Negroes will 
examine issues and also examine the Negro candidates who are 
running for public officeQ The Committee would then decide as 
to whether or not the candidates should be endorsedo 

Levison had been in contact with Congressman John 
Conyers of Michigan regarding the National Committee of Inquiry'o 
Levison indicated to Congressman Conyers that he had been told 
that Congressman Conyers recently held a meeting of 100 "black" 
political leaders and that Congressman Conyers was proceeding 
wi-th plans for the National Committee of Inquiry Levison0 

offered to conduct a mail appeal for the Committeeo Levison 
and Congressman Conyers made plans to meet in Washington, Do Co, 
on June 19, 19680 

Levison indicated to Congressman Conyers that he had 
talked about the Committee with Harry Belafonte, the entertainer, 
and that he, Levison, had mentioned it in general terms to 
Mrs 0 Coretta King, widow of Martin Luther King, Jr Levison0 

suggested that Congressman Conyers contact Mrso King and ask 
her to join the Committee Congressman Conyers indicated to0 

Levison that Richard Hatcher, Mayor of Gary,. Indiana, is on the 
Committee and Levison stated that he knew that Mayor Hatcher 
was very sympathetic to the idea of the Committeeo 

SECRE;F­
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NATIONAL COMMITTEE OF INQUIRY 

In addition to Mayor Hatcher, Levison mentioned 
Mrs 0 

the 
of the 

King; 
actor; 

Co

Harry. Belafonte, 
and Congressman 

mmitteeo 

the 
Conyers 

entertainer; Sidney 
himself as possible 

Po1tier, 
members 

Levison advised Mrso King that Congressman Conyers 
intended to contact her to ask her to join the National 
Committee ~f Inquiryo Levison indicated to Mrs 0 King that 
Martin Luther King, Jro, had been interested in this Committee 
and that he, Levison, believes she should join ito Mrso King 
indicated she was in favor of the Corrimitteeo 

Levison is an advisor to the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference which is sponsoring the Poor People's 
Campaign and has been identified as a secret Community Party 
member as late as 19630 

The June 16, 1968, issue of "The Worker," an east 
coast communist newspaper, contained an article which indicated 
that Congressman Conyers was forming a "Reviewing" Committee of 
100 nationally prominent Negro leaders to evaluate candidates 
in.the coming election The article indicated that the intent0 

of this Committee is that no candidate would get the Negro vote 
unless he had a sweeping program to help the "black" peopleo 
In the article, Congressman Conyers was depicted as "a black 
militant and peace fighter." It was indicated that he would be 
one of the leading forces which would establish a "black" caucus 
at the Democratic Party Convention which will be held in Chicago, 
Illinois, in August, 19680 

• .. 





CONF'IflE!q' TIA .h 

Information Received from Mr. George Moore, FBI, at 8:30 a. m. 
Friday, June 21, 1968: 

One of bur sources indicated Abernathy has stated he may seek 
an appointment with President Johnson but he gave no definite details. 

General situation at Resurrection City: 85 Poor People 
Campaign participants arrested June 20 at Agriculture when they 
blocked doorways and disrupted traffic. Of those arrested 49 were 
males, 27 were females, and nine juveniles. While other participants 
were returning to Resurrection City after these arrests, it was necessary 
for the police to use tear gas. 

During late evening Pf June 20 and early this morning, strategy 
meeting was held at Resurrection City and several leaders of Poor Peoples 
campaign spoke, including Abernathy. Among other things, Abernathy 
said, "We must carry out tomorrow's program. (June 21). We must go 
to jail but we will decide where we will be arrested." He also stated 
"I am ready to lead. I am ready to lead an orderly and peaceful 
demonstration and we will be going to jail." Abernathy called for the 
participants to assemble at 8 o'clock, June 21, for demonstrations; 
however, he did not indicate where these would be held. 

Resurrection City was relatively quiet during early morning 
hours today and 600 individuals stayed there during the night. 
Approximately, 95 percent are under 25 years of age. 

Situation at Resurrection City has steadily deteriorated. 
It has been described as a jungle and there have been numerous instances 
of immoral activity. On the evening of June 19 there were reportedly 
18 different assaults in Resurrection City. 

Recent defiant statements by Abernathy and otherleaders, 
the youth of the remaining participants, the discomforts and boredom 
of the demonstrators, and the exuberance following Solidarity Day 
make present situation in Resurrection City highly unpredictable. The 
indecision which has plagued the campaign to-date stems to a great 
degree from the -µnpredictibility of the campaign leaders who appear 
to be making many decisions on the spur of the moment and who are in­
volved themselves in an internal struggle within the SCLC. 
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Outlook for Resurrection City: There is no indication that the 
campaign leaders plan to vacate Resurrection City when their permit 
expires on June 23. We received information on June 20 that seven area 
coordinators of the campaign have been instructed to recruit 1, 000 
persons from each area to come to Washington. This indicates campaign 
leaders have no intention to terminate their campaign and, in fact, it 
would appear increased activities are planned with emphasis on civil 
dis obedience and arrests. 

Abernathy has consistently stated from the outset of the 
campaign that it would continue in Washington until Congress meets 
its demands. To withdraw from this position would further alienate 
the many restless campaign participants who have been outspoken of 
their criticism of leaders of the Poor Peoples Campaign who, they 
claim, are enjoying the luxuries of living at hotels in Washington while 
the poor people are suffering the many discomforts of Resurrection 
City. The participants are anxious to find outlets for the many 
frustrations encountered to-date and the arrests on June 20 will 
possibly be the spark to ignite not only more demonstrations but very 
militant ones. Abernathy himself reported plans to be arrested during 
disturbances. 

It appears 'that as long as the Poor Peoples Campaign continues 
to use Resurrection City, increased disturbances with resulting arrests 
can be expected. 

The above information has been received from sources of the 
FBI who have furnished reliable information in the past. 



June 21, 196.8 
Friday - 11 :00 a. m. 

TO: MRS. MILDRED STEGALL 
FROM: James R. Jones 
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June 20, 1968 
5:10 p. m. 

The attached FBI memora;.l!ldum reports a 

I 
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S~GRE~fflO FOREIGN DISSEMINATION OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 

June 20, 1968 

BY LIAISON 

Mrs. Mildred Stegall 
The White House 
Washington, D. c. 
Dear Mrs. Stegall: 

The following information which was reported on 
June 17, 1968, by a confidential source who has supplied 
reliable information in the past may be of interest to the 
President. 

I 

1 

l 

-M:Clffl'ffNO FOREIGN DISSEMINATION 
GROUP 1 

Excluded from automatic 
downgrading and 
declassification 



SBSRi!PfNOFOREIGN DISSEMINATION 

Mrs. Mildred Stegall 

J t l 
A second confidential source who has furnished 

reliable 
1 

information in the :astl 
_ 

-
1 

) 

to the 
The foregoing

Attorney Generalo 
information is also being furnished 

Sincerely yours, 

-:SECRET1NOFOREIGN DISSEMINATION 

- 2 -



June 10, 1968 

TO MILDRED 
FROM James 

STEGALL 
R. Jones 

~ 
•· 

-



June 12, 1968 -10:lSp.m. 
TO: Mildred Stegall 

FROM: James R. Jones 1 



June 4, 1968 

TO: 
FROM: 

M.ILDRED STEGALL 
James R. J 0 nes 



OFFICE OF THE OIRECTOR 

IT D ST TES DEP RTME T OF J STICE 

FEDERAL B REA OF INVE TIG TIO 

WASHINGTON, O.C. 20535 

May 27, 1968 

BY LIAISON 

Mrs. Mildred Stegall 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mrs. Stegall: 

I thought the President might be interested 
in the information which this Bureau has developed with 
respect to the Poor People's Campaign led by Reverend 
Ralph D. Abernathy. 

In this regard there are attached single copies 
of teletypes which have been sent to the White House 
concerning our coverage of the Poor People's Calllpaign. 

We will continue to furnish teletype summaries 
to the White House with respect to pertinent developments 
regarding this C&Dlpaign. 

Upon removal of the classified enclosures, this 
letter becomes unclassified. 

Sincerely yours, 

Enclosures - 13 

SECRET 
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PM. 5-10-68 FJB 

PRIORITY 

TO: THE PRESIDENT • 04 

TO:_ SECRETARYOF STATE 08 

TO: D !RECTOR, CI A 04 

TO: DIRECTOR, DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY04 

TO: DEPARTMENTOF THE ARMY 04 
. , 

TO: DEPARTMENTOF THE AIB FORCE 04 
.. 

• TO: WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM, ATT.: SECRET SERVICE CPID) • 
.. I • • 

FROM: DIRECTOR, FBI 

POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN 

FINANCES: CONFIDENTIALSOURCESOF THIS BUREAUs ~HO HAVE 

FURNISHEDRELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE PAST, FUR~ISHED THE 

FOLLOWINGCONCERNINGFINANCES FOR THE POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN: 
~ . 

THE EXPECTED COSTOF THE POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPA.JG -N IN 

WASHINGTON,D. C .. ~ IE THREE HUNDRED SIXTY FIVE THOUSAND 

SIX HUNDREQFIFTY DOLLARS· FOR THE MONTHS OF MAY JUNE, AND9 . . . . . 

T~!IS ESTHIATE, BY SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP JULY, 1968 .. 
' • ! 

_ CONFERENC~, DOES NOT INCLUDE TRANSPORTATION TO WASHINGTON, 
, . 

SOCIAL SERVICES AND EDUCATIONAL SERVICES. 

DE SIFIED 
Etm PAGE ONE E.0. • 3.6 

LJ~=--~-~ . 
By¼• 

.. 

https://CAMPA.JG


PAGE TWO ~ i S R E t, 

SOME OF THE COSTS INCLUDEQ IN THIS FIGURE ARE ONE HUNDRED 

TWENTYONE THOUSAND DOLLARSFOR MATERIALS TO BUILD HOUSI~ 

FOR THREE THOUSAND PEOPLE, ONE HUNDRED SEVENTEENTHOUSAND 

DOLLARSFOR FOOD PER MONTH ON THE BASIS OF ONE DOLLAR AND 

THIRTY CENTS PER PERSOtl PER DAY FOR THREE THOUSAND PEOPLE 

AND TEN THOUSAND SIX HUNDREDFIFTY DOLLARS FOR "COM~lµNICATIONS." 

IN REGARDTO .THE CARAVANS TO WASHINGTON, D. t., THE. . 
DETROIT, MICHIGAN, AREA IS SHORT OF THE SOUTHtRN CHRISTIAN 

LEADERSHIPCONFERENCE OF FUNDS. THE SAVANNAH, QUOTA GEORGIA, 
-~!.. . . . ... 

AREA IS REPORTEDLYSHORT ONE THOUSAND SIXTY DOLLARS TO HIRE 

REMAININGBUSES TO TAKE A CARAVAN TO CHARLESTON, FROM SAVANNAH 

SOUTH CAROLINA. PRESIDENT OF SOUTHERNCHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 

CONFERENCEFRALPH D. ABERNATHY,HAS SAID TWENTY FIVE THOUSAND 

DOLLARSIS NEEDEDFOR THE EASTERN ~REA OF THE POOR PEOPLE'S 

CAMPAIGNAROUND AND ONLY BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS, .FIFTEEN 

THOUSANDDOLLARSHAS BEEN RAISED. 

IN ADDITION, THE POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN NEEDS THE 

FOLLOW HELP: FOUR PLUMBERS, I NG TECHNICAL EIGHT OARPENTERS, 

• TEN COMMUNICATIONS PEOPLE, TEN DRIVERS, TWO P~!NTERS, 
.. 

FOUR ELECTRICIANS, THIRTY COOKS, NINE TEACHERS AND 

TWO SIGN PAlNTERSo 

,,:..
END PAGE TWO J 
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i . 

PAGE THREE G~ i 6 RE T~ 
I 
I 

l 
WILLIAMAo RUTHERFORD,EXECUTIVEDIRECTOROF SOUTHERN 

CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCEtHAS SAID THAT THE POOR 

PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN HAS SIX HUNDREDTHOUSANDDOLLARS 
. 

AVAILABLE,BUT HE DESCRIBED THIS AS A DROP IN THE BUCKET 
.. 

COMPAREDTO WHAT IS NEEDEDo THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIANLEADERSHIP 

CONFERENCE.HAS ADDED OFFICE EMPLOYEES TO ITS STAFF BECAUS'I! 

OF THE APPRECIABLE INCREASE IN FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS SINCE 

· THE DEATH OF REVEREND MARTINLUTHERKING, JR. ALSO, THE FIELD 

FOUNDAT.ION HJO HUNDRED IN CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, HAS EARMARKED 

SEVENTYFIVE THOUSAND DOLLARSFOR THE POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN. 

VIOLENCE: JOSEPH MLOT DASH MROZ~ KNOWNAS A "POLISH 

FREEDOMFIGHTER" IN THE BOSTON INAREA, WAS DEMONSTRATING 

- THE AREA WHERE THE POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN WAS TO BEGIN. 

EVIDENTLY, BECAUSE HIS ACTIONS WERE DIRECTED AGAINST 

.THF.: CAMPAIGN, HE WAS STABBED NEGRO OrBY AN UNKNOWN MEMBER 
... 

THE CAMPAIGN. MLOT DASH MROZ IS ON THE DANGER-LIST IN BOSTON 

CITY HOSPITAL. NO ARRESTS MADE ns OF TWELVE NOONTHIS DATE. 

GP - 1 

END 

···••·. -,. - , ... .: 

.._ _. 



537 PM 5-11-68 HWL 

PRIORITY 
• TO: THE PRESIDENT•001 

TO: SECRETARYOF STATE 003 

TO: DIRECTOR, CIA ~01 

TO: DIRECTOR, DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY101 

TOt DEPARTMENT 001OF THE ARMY 

·10: DEPARTMENTOF THE AIR-FORCE 001 

TO: WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM, ATT.: SECRET SERVICE CPID) 

FROM: DIRECTOR, FBI 

SECJ'tl!T 

POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN TO WASHINGTON, c.D. 

A NUMBER OF CITIES THROUGHOUT ANDTHE NATION HELD MARCHES 

RALLIES YESTERDAY TO SOLICIT SUPPORT AND FUNDS FOR THE CAMPAIGN. 

ONE BUS WITH A CAPACI'TYOF FORTY--SEVEN TOPERSONS IS· SCHEDULED 

DEPART FROM HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT,MAY TWELVE, AND ANOTHER BUS 

WITHA CAPACITYOF FORTY-SIX PERSONS IS EXPECTEDTO LEAVE NEW 

· LONDON, CONNECTICUT, ON MAY SIXTEEN. CARAVANTHE NORTHEASTERN 

CONSISTINGOF TWO BUSES AND FIVE AUTOMOBILES INARR1VED 

: PROVIDENCE,RHODE ISLAND, FROM BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS, YESTERDAY. 

THIS CARAVANIS EXPECTEDTO PROCEED TO NEW YORK CITY TODAY 

EMO PAGE ONE 
D • ~LASS FIED 

E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
NLJ 0 

By-5j-' NARA, Date~ 

I . 



PAGE TWO ~ g S R g T) 

THE REVEREND RALPH ABERNATHY KING ARE AND MRS. CORETTA 

SCHEDULEDTO APPEAR AT A RALLY AT INDEPENDENCE HALL IN PHILADELPHIA~~ 

. PENNSYLVANIA,MAY FOURTEEN, ONE NINE SIX EIGHT. 

AT A PUBLIC MEETING IN KNOXVILLE,TENNESSEE, WITH SEVEN TO 

·. EIGHT HUNDRED PERSONSPRESENT, JAMES BEVEL OF THE SOUTHERN 

CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCESAID "WE HAVE NEVER SEEN A DEMONSTRAT­

ION YET, BUT WE HAVE BEEN PARTICIPATING FOR SIX YEARS AND WILL DO 

SOME VERY SERI-OUS DEMONSTRATING D~ C." IN WASHINGTON, BEVEL SAID 
. 

"OUR CAPITALISTIC SYSTEM IS OUTDATEDAND GEARED FOR SIXTEENTH 

CENTURYPEOPLE, ·BUT WE ARE IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY." HE~SAID 

"THE GOVERNMENT OWES YOU SOMETHING AND REFERRED TO PRESIDENT JOHNSON 
AS A PIMP FROM TEXAS AND WE ARE BEING PROSTITUTED BY THE U.S. 

GOVERNMENTSO THEY CAN GET MORE MONEY." A SOURCE OF THIS BUREAU 

ADVISED YESTERDAY THAT MANY OF THE PEOPLE MAKING THE TRIP ADVISED 

' 
., THEY WERE DETERMINED TO GAIN RECOGNITION IN WASHINGTON,D. c., 

OR THEY WILL TAKE VIOLENT ACTION. NONE COULD GIVE DETAILS 

CONCERNING TO.THE TYPE OF ACTION THEY REFERRED 

THE MIDWESTERN WITH ABOUT TWENTY-FIVECARAVAN FOUR HUNDRED 

PERSONS ARRIVED IN LOUISVILLEs KENTUCKYYESTERDAYo THIRTY9 ABOUT 

NEGROESWEARINGBLUE DENIM JACKETS CONTAINING GOLD LETTERING 

"MILWAUKEtCOMMANDOS" THE FIRST AND LAST ROWS FORMED OF A MARCH 

TO A LOCAL CHURCH WHEREA MEETING WAS HELD. THE MIDWESTERN 



PAGETHREE ( S i: C R E: l-.) 

CARAVANIS EXPECTEDTO PROCEED TO COLUMBUS, OHIO, TODAY. THE 

SOUTHERNCARAVAN FIVE HUNDRED-PERSONS WITH ABOUT VISITED THE 
I

GRAVEOF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., IN ATLANTA, GEORGIA, AND THEN 
I 
I

PROCEEDEDTO MACON, GEORGIA, YESTERDAY. 
I 

UNFAVORABLEWEATHERCONDITIONS, LACK OF HARNESSES AND LACK 
! 

OF EXPERIENCED MULE DRIVERS HA'S DELAYED OF THE THE DEPARTURE. 

MULE TRAIN FROM MARKS, MISSISSIPPI. ANDREWYOUNG, EXECUTIVE VICE 

PRESIDENT OF THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE,SAYS 

HE PLANS TO TRAVEL TO WASHINGTON OF THE TO DISCUSS THE CONDITION 
-~}. 

MULE TRAIN WITH THE REVEREND RALPH ABERNATHY. 
A SOURCEREPORTEDYESTERDAYTHAT BILL RUTHERFORD,EXECUTIVE 

DIRECTOR OF THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE,AND 

AN ADVISOR, STANLEY LEVISON, DISCUSSED THE CAMPAIGN AND THE 

REVERENDRALPH ABERNATHY SAIDDURING A CONFERENCE. RUTHERFORD 

A SOUTH CAROLINA CONGRESSMANREAD INTO THE CONGRESSIONAL 

RECORDA REPORT THAT ABERNATHY WITH A RAPE ATTACK HAD BEEN CHARGED TEN 

YEARS AGO~ IN THIS CONNECTION,TESTIMONYGIVEN DURINGA TRIAL 

ENTITLED "STATE Of ALABAMA DAVIS," AT MONTGOMERY, VERSUS ED'.~ARD 

ALABAMA,IN NOVEMBER,ONE NINE FIVE EIGHT, ALLEGEDTHAT 

END PAGE THREE 

I • 
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PAGE FOUR (S i C 2 i l',) 

ABERNATHYHAD SEXUAL RELATIONSWITH VIVIAN MC COY DAVIS IN ONE 

~!NE FIV~ TWO, _WHEN DAVIS WAS FIFTEEN YEARS OF AGE. THIS MATTER 

RECEIVED1PUBLICITY IN THE JUNE NINETEEN, ONE NINE SIX FOUR, 
I 
IISSUE OF "THE HERALD," AN ANDERSON, SOUTH CAROLIN, NEWSPAPER. 

LEVISON SAID THIS "SMEAR THING" WOULD NOT AMOUNT TO ANYTHING .~S IT. 

WAS TOO OLD. 

REPORTSWERERECEIVED YESTERDAY, THAT ATTEMPiS ARE BEING 

MADETO ORGANIZE A GROUP OF AMERICAN INDIANS FORM THE WESTERN PART 

OF THE UeS. TO PARTICIPATE IN THE POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGNo~ 

THE PURPOSE IS THAT THEY "-ARE UNDERTHE CONTROL OF THE DEPARTMENT 
~ 

OF INTERIOR AND, CONSEQUENTLY, BE ABLE TO CAMP ON ANY PUBLit WOULD 

GP-1 

END 

- i . . ... ~ ... 



PRIORITY 

TO: THE PRESIDF:r-!T 00 lT 

·TO: SECRETARYOF STATE 001 

TO: DIRECTOR, CIA 001 

TO: DtRECTOR 9 DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 001 

·.to: DEPARTMENT 0016F THE ARMY 
i 
; 

TO: DEPARTMENT 001OF THE.AIR FORCE 

TO:. WHITE HOUSE SITU/\TION ROOMp ATT o: SECRET SERVl.C~ 

FROM: iDIRECTOR.9 FBI 

~ I . • • 
..Q9!o lBE¥lIIAb 

I 

POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN 

THE NORTHEASTERfl CARAVfl.M OF THE POOR PEOPLE0 S C{~MPtiICtJ LEFT 

NEW YORK CITY ADOUT NOON TODAY WITH ABOUT FOUR HUNDRED PEOPLE ENROUTE 

TO I-JE~·!ARX$ NEW .JERSEY t,JHERE THEY PLAN TO SPErm THE t.JIGHT~ THE 

"F'HEC:DOt;I BUS RIDE" \:il TH ABOUTFOUR HU NDHED SEVENTY ~FI \IE PEOPLE 

nRRIVED IN WASHINGTON AT FROM DANVILLE9DvCo TWO P~Mo TODAY 

VIRGINI?\.. THE. SOURTHERtJ CM~AVAN WITH ABOUT FIVE HlliWRED PEOPLE IS 

IN CHARLESTON~SOUTHCAROLINATONIGHT. f, POLICE··DEPARTMENT SOURCE
I • 

'TRAVELitG WITH THIS CONTINGENT SAID YESTERDAY THAT HE PERSONALLY 
. 

HAS SEEN SEVERAL IN THE CARAVtN WITH PISTOLS AND CONSIDERED IT A 

"ROUGH CROVJD"., 

DECLASSIFIEDE!-JD PAGE Ot'lE 
E.O. 12958, &c. 3.6 

NLJ 02.-
Bys· NARA,Datc~2. 

! 

C 



PAGE TWO +c 0 N F I B E N T I--.4--1.) 

THE MIDWESTERN LEFT C0LUMBUSp WITHCARAVAN OHIO THIS MORNING 

AB OUT SIX HUNDREDPEOPLEENROUTETO TOLEDO, 0HI0e YESTERDAYv 
--

i 

IN CHlCINNATI, 0HI0t TWENTY.. QNE NEGRO MALES FROM. THIS CAFU\VAN 
./ 

I 
WERE RETURNEDTO CHICAGO~-ILLINOIS WITH A "MIL\!it\UKEE COMMANDO" 

I 
KNOWN~S "BARRACUDA" THEM TO KEEP 0RDERo TWO/ACCOMPANYING 

QUARRELINGGROUPS FROM CHICAGO'S WEST SIDE AND SOUTH SIDE £AUSED 
I

CARAVANLEADERSTO SEND THE GROUP BACK TO CHICAGO IN ORDER TO 
I I

AVOID TROUBLE IN THE CARAVANoMELVIN Lo RILEY AND CARL Lo J0HNS0N9 
I 

MIM8ERS OF /~HE MILI-TtdH ELACI{ NATI0IUJ.IST STUDEWf N0N~VIOLE.NT 

COORDI~~TI~GCOM~ITTEEIN CINCINNATis WERE TO JOIN THIS 

CARAVANAND RILEY WAS OBSERVEDTO JOIN THE GROUP IN CINCINNATI. 

IN DAYTON, OHIOYESTERDAY THE CAMPAIGN SECURITYVORCEREPORTEDLY 

"SHOOK DOWN" MEMBERSOP -THE MIDWESTERN CARAVANFOLLOWIKGREPORTS 

OF fHSSHlG PURSES At-JD MONEY AMD SEMI NI NE or, THE GHOUP BACK TO 

CHICAGOBECAUSEOF THESE lNC!DENTSc 
. 

/\BOUT THREE TH0USArm r-I VE HU ND RED PEOPLE JO I NED '{HF.: t:io'rHERS DAY 

M/,RCH IN WASHUJGT0NJ; Ai-!D ABOUT SIXDaCo TODAY THOUSAND ATTENDED A 

HALLY /1T CARDOZA HIGH SCHOOL F0LL0WI!!G THE MhRCH TO HE?\R CORETTAJONG11 

THE tHD0 1.•.' OF MPJfl"Hl LUTHER !(H)G 9 .m~ 9 AND OTHERS SPE?'.l{ ABOUT 

• l 

https://N0N~VIOLE.NT


PAGE THREE CC ON FI Q EH TI AL) 
'THE NEED ~OR IMPROVED _WELFAREL~VSo THERE WERE NO INCIDENTSo 
i

GP-1 I 

I 
I 
' 

END 

! 
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1-50 PM 5-14-68 LRC 
I
I I 

. 

PR I OR I T r ~ ------·----.,.__, ••._,...__--~---~----., 
1 l 

TO: THE PRESIDENT 003 f 

I (TO: SECR~TARYOF STATE 006 

T_o:: _DI~ECTOR, CIA _004 

. 1· 
I 
l 

TO: DIRECT6R~ DEFENSE l·NTELLIGENCE AGENCY003 
I 

TO: DE~ARTMENTOF THE ARMY 002 

TO: DEP~RTM,NTOF THE AIR FORCE 002 ~ 

TO: WHilE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM, ATT.: SECRET SERVICE CPID) 

\ 
.I • 
; . 

~ 0 N F I B E N T I A L 
·1

I 

POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN 

"RESURRECTIONCITY"WAS STARTED IN WASHINGTON,D. C. YESTERDAY 

AND TWO HUNDRED TENTS ARE TO BE BUILT BY TODAY. MANYTEEN-AGED 

CAMPAIGNPARTICIPANTS HAVE INDICATED THEY DO NOT INTEND TO STAY IN 

THE TENTS BUT.WILL LIVE ELSEWHEREIN WAS~INGTON,D. C. 

CAMPAIGNPLANS CALL FOR FOUR BUSES TO LEAVE SAN FRANCISCO, 

CALIFORNIA, MAY_SIXTEEN, ONE NINE SIX EIGHT. SEVEN BUSES ARE 

END PAGE ONE . r 

•DECLASSIFIED· 
E.O. 129$8 Sec.3.6 

• NIJ.--'-0...a..l:_-...-..c..--=--
By-:)-' NARA,_Date~ 

\ . ' 
:. :. . , -~- :. 



PAGE TWO ~COIJVIBEtHIAL ~ 

I 

TO LEAVE LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA,_TOMORROW. BOTH-CALIFORNIA . i 
' •

GROUPS PLAN TO ARRIVE IN WASHINGTON,D. C. ON MAY TWENTY THREE, 
. I 

I 
ONE NINE slx EIGHT. THIRTY PEOPLE LEFT COMPTON, CALIFORNIA, 

I 
1

YESTE~DAYAND PLAN TO RECRUIT EN ROUTE TO WASHINGTON, D. C. 

SINGLE BUSES ARE TO LEAVE PHOENIX, ~RIZONA, ON THURSDAY 

AND SEATTLE, ·WASH! NGTON, ON FRIDAY. 

THE NORTHEAST CARAVANOF ABOUT FOUR HUNDRED IS TO TRAVEL FROM 

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY, TO PHILADELPHIA THIS MORNING. THE MULE TRAIN 
..:. 

. WITH ABOUT SEVENTY PEOPLE LEFT MARKS, MISSISSIPPI, YESTERDAYAND 

TRAVELtD TWELVE MILES. AND.WAGONSTHE-MULES ARE TO BE TRUCKED 

FROM GRENADA, MISSISSIPPI, TO BIRMINGHAM, TOMORROWALABAMA, AND 

SUBSEQUENTLYTO WASHINGTON, D, C. 

THE SOUTHERN CARAVANOF ABOUT THREE HUNDRED PEOPLE IS TO 

ARRIVE IN CHARLOTTE,HORTH CAROLINA, TODAY FROM GREENVILLE, MISSISSIPPI. 

_A SOURCE OF THIS BUREAUWHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE 

PAST, ADVISED THAT A GROUP OF FORMER MEMBERSOF. THE KU KLUX KLAN IN 

CHARLOTTEWHICH OPPOSES INTEGRATION AND ADVOCATES VIOLENCE CLAIMS 

TO HAVE THIRTY SMALL BOMBS. THEY ARE TO PRACTICE AND"BE READY" l•iHEN 
'. 

THE CAMPAIGN ARRIVES IN CHARLOTTETODAY. LOCAL AUTHORITIES HAVE 

BEEN ADVISED AND THIS MATTERIS BEING VIGOROUSLY INVESTIGATED, 

THE MIDWESTERN CARAVANOF ABOUT SIX HUNDREDPEOPLE Is· 

END PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE (OO~ifJ:,iEtlTIAl:.J 

TO TRAVEL FROM DETROIT, MICHIGAN, TO CLEVELAND, OHIO, TODAY. 
! .

• COMMUNISTPARTY,· USA, HAS SENT TWO DIRECTIVES TO ALL 

COMMUNISTPARTY DISTRiCTS IN AN EFFORT TO SECURE SUPPORT FOR • ~ 

THE CAMPAIGN. THE TWO PEOPLE AUTHORIZED TO SIGN CHECKS ON I . 
• THE ACCOU~T OF THE CAMPAIGN IN SAN FRANCISCO ARE COMMUNIST PARTY 

MEMBERS./ 

THE NATIONAL COMMITTEETO END THE WAR IN VIETNAM, A COALITION 

OF ANTIWARGROUPS WHitH SPONSORED THE MARCH ON THE PE~TAGON LAST 

OCTOBER, E~DORtED THE POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN AT i MEETINGLAST 

SATURDAY. A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE CAMPAIGN AT THE MEETING SAID 

PLANS WERE BEING MADE TO INVADE AND TAl<E OVER FEDERAL OFFrlCES 

IF THE CAMPAIGN'S DEMANDS ARE NOT MET. HE SAID THE CAMPAIGN IS 

PLANNINGA LONG STAY IN WASHINGTON,D. C. 
·- ~ -.·---

.... ., 4 

. - .' • . ..·• : -
.: . 
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· ·JO: DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 04 ••• · ,·.· • ·: •• ·>:-... :.· . . :1•• 
}." • • • • f • • ..: ..... - -=.- ,. ; • . • •. • : -: . • .... •. • -

}To':• THE Ari/ •:;(:/;f•DEPARTMENT oF '.ORcE, •. ~04 '.. ;·_ "";;··:;:hj~{}i!{:_· 
: ..TO: WHITE HOUSE S ITUA TI o'N R00~1, ATr' ~: SECRET. SERVICE (P ID) •• -·': . 

'.-,:F:~o M : • , .r:R ~r-T°,R~·-:..___ ·>d? ;::· -~" ':-:; ::: \· ,'--~ ~-,;-::r··.--: ·. :: : : -•~--".. .rn \ ·._ .. ,)i~:,_\!~i}:: 
·._-·s E e ft E 1 .. :·~ .. ·.:. _::-_..,:...-,::-•·.···~ •. •• .... •··. -·.• '.>·.'.·~- .;> 

... .. ~ . . - .. . . • -. . . 
..#.~.:2'~.-~·:.~:.~~-~--·\.· •.• .. .."'"{_~ ••• ' .. -,•.:3:·· •.=:· ... ..•. •.• ..• ······~ .. ·.~-.:- --~ .~--: -~.- ..... ..r.···--·.· . . ··'·: :?.'" ~- ~--. ~ ·-... 

~--· . ., :,:: ., .. _= - «.: ...•. -.. ~- ' . .. . .. . ✓ \. 

,. • •• •_ .•":•~ • __:_,:.. ic·_:_':~.i ~" .. ~ ... ·.-; :- • ...... ?.·, .. 
• • ~POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN ·:, • •• ·.> · , :.':. ·,. · $ :, • 

. . . : . ·: .... \::<,.>:·\a~-:_-;•,'·. f ... .' .>.; •• 
:·~;· •i::-. "·.:; r • : - .~...•~,;:. . ·:· . ~3-:\ .: ... ~· .. • !: -<·•· .. • .. ·~ . : .• • ... • • • 

; . f! ...... : ··;.. - : : ·:- ·,· .:• :· • .• , • . .'-t., : • ••. •• ·:'. ' 'c.,')('. • •• 

·: •• '·;::-,~::_-.:A ·s·ouR-CE" o·F fHTS. BUREAU' WHO HAS FURNISHED RELIABLE" I·N~o-~·MATION 
·i .' .' ... ; . • . • , .. ·,, _.. . . • . . . ·•· ' 
L·.IN .THE PAST~ ADVISED THAT STANLEY LEVISON ADVISQR TO THE LATE . . • 

• :• • 'I ~ • ,• I • •' .. ft~•• • • • • • • •.. • • • -. •.'" ♦;, • • •" • 

'·REVE3H!P 'MARTIN L-UTHE:R-~i<I~G-, J~-,·~·lt.NP~_Ji/IL.LI-AM ..RUT..HERFORD~ .·.·.;,:_._ :,, 

··: ,EXECU!!VE DIR~CTOR,· _SOUTHER.NCHRISTIAN .LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE~-

RE~EN±LY DISri~SSED THE-~OOR.PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN. THEY DISCUSSED THE. , ~ 

• POSSIBILITY THAT SOME PEOPLE ARE TRYING TO MAKE JESSE JACKSON, 
r , 

.EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBER OF THE SOUTHERN CH~ISiIAN iEADERSHIP . . . 
.• . ' 

. ·coNFERENCE, PR_ESIDENT OF THE :ORGANIZATION. HARRY BELAFONTE, 
.. 
. : .THE ENTERTAINER, WAS SUPPOSED TO.BE IMPRESSED WITH JACKSON. 

: · END PAGE ONE • 
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PAGE TWO (S E C R E n 

i 

i 

THEY A~SO DISCUSSED REVEREND RALPH D. ABERNATHY,PRESIDENT OF 
' 

SOUTHERNC~RISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE, AND SAID HE IS NOT .
! . . . /

GIVING(EADERSHIP, NOR IS CORETTAKING, 1.ilID~WOF REVEREND MLRTIN 

LUTHERIKING, JR. CORETTAKING WAS CRITICIZED FOR HAVING AJRANGED 

FOR JE~SE JACKSONTO ACCEPT A SPEAKING ENGAGEMENT FONSULTINGW~THOUT 

WITH ANYONE ELSE. 
• ( . - ~ 

'ACiCORD.ING""}'O THE' POOR THIS SOURCE, LEVISON ALSO DISCUSSED 
; I 

I 

PEOPLE'S CAfPAIGN. WITH ANDR.EW EXECUTIVE OF THE YOUNG~ VICE PRESIDE:_NT 

SOUTHER~CHRISTiiN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE. LEVISON WAS DISAPPOINTED 
l 

WITH THE SMALL SHOWING THE CAMPAI~N MADE IN CENTRALPARK, NEW 

YORK CI~Y, MAY ELEVEN, ONE NINE SIX EIGHT. LEVISON INDICATED HE 

WANT S YOUNGTO COME FORWARD MOREAS THE PUBLIC SP.OULD SEE MORE 

OF YOUNG RIGHT NOW. 

SOURCEALSO LEARNED THAT FIFTEEN TOP UNION MEN HAVE BEEN 

•INVITED TO A SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCEDINNER TO 

.BE CHAIRED BY HARRY BELAFONTE. THIS MAY REFER TO A DINNER 

SCHEDULEDFOR MAY, TWENTY EIGHT, ONE NINE SIX EIGHT, IN NEW YORK . 
CITYe 

.END PAGE TWO 
I. 
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' PA G E T HR EE t-S E C R E 'f ) 

- l. ANOTHERSOURCEWHOHAS FURNISHED RELIABLE INFORMATION IN 
i 

•• THE PAST ADVISED IN APRIL, ONE NINE SIX FOUR, THAT STANLEY 

LEVISON WAS A SECRET MEMBER OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY, USA, IN 

~ULY, ONE NINE.SIX THREE. LEVISON HAS CRITICIZED THE 

.COMMUNIST MILITANT IN THE PARTY FOR NOT BEING SUFFICIENTLY 

CIVIL RIGHTS STRUGGLE. 

'. GP-1-
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635 f'M 5-15-53 i-~FH 

P!1 l0Rl TY 

TO: THE PRESIDEiH 

TO: SE:CRETfl.RY OF ST.t.\TE 

TO: DIHECTOR:; CIA 

TO: DIRECTOR, DEFENSE I NT ELL IG E ;~cE !\GE l·lCY 

TO: DEP!\RT '.'1E NT OF THE ARMY 

TO: DEP1\RT~1;:rJT OF' THE AIR FORCE 2 

TO: WHITE HOUSE SITUATlON ROOM, ATT c: SECRET SERVICE CPID) 

fROM: DIRECTOR,'.FBI 

fiEC.REf= 

POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN 

ABOUT TWO HUNDRED FIFTY PEOPLE SLEPT IN THE TENT CITY OF TH[ POOR 

PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGl·J H! vrnSHH!STON~ D~ c. LAST NIGHT. STOKELYCP.R1Hc1-:r-1EL, 

MILITANT SLACK ~ATIO~ALIST, VISITED THE TENT CITY YESTERDAYe 

TP.E MULE IRAU{ OF THE C/'.t•1P/'.\IGN FOUF/ PEOPLE STILLWITH SIXTY IS 

I~ MISSISSIPPI. IT PLANSIO MEET'A SECOND MULE TRAIN IN ALAB~MA 

Al'.D BOTH AR£ TO BE TtHJCKi!:D TO W?.SEIMGTON, D. C. THE: SOUTHEFU1 CAFU\VAi~ 

DECLAsSIFIED 
!.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
ti 02.- ~ 

-iv~ NARA~Date~ , 



PAGE TWO -S--E C n E T 

WITH ti.BOUT THREE HUNDRED SIXTY SiX PEOPLE SPEirf .Lf.rST NIGHT IN 

CH.~.RLuTTE, NORTH CMWLHlA. HOSE/\ WlLLI.l1MS, h CA1•iP1-HGNOFfICI.t.\L, 

TOLD P. RALLY THE:2E: THAT PRESiD~NT JOr.liSON "IS IN FOR A LOT OF 

T?.O UBLE" BUT DID NOT ELABOHA TE EXCEPT TO SAY LiE C.l\ i(PA IG N WOULD 

THE NORTHEASTERN CARAVAN ~ITH A30UT THREE HUNDRED SEVENTY 

FIVE PEOPLE w~s IN PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA, LAST NIGHT AND IS 
. ! 

TO GO TO WILMINGTON, DELAWARE, TODAY. THE MIDWESTERN CARAVAN WITH 

FIVE HUNDRED SEVENTY FIVE PEOPLE ARRIVED IN CLEVELAND, OHIO, L~ST 

NIGHT /1.F'TER BEING DELAYED Ir~ DETFWIT, MICHIGAN, WAITH)G VOR P.!•l 

t>.POLOGY\iH!IC:i '.JP..SGIVEN BY THE MAYOR OF DETROIT FOR THE tiL.LEGED USE 
·~t. 

OF EXCESSIVE FOF;CE BY THE DETROIT POLICE DEPART[,1ENT t•iONDAY ldGHT. 

THIS GROUP HAS PEEN DE:SCRIEED AS YOUNG, DIRTY t DISHE:V~LED s MW 

RAUCOUS, WITH MA~Y CARRYING WHISXEY BOTTLES. 

A SOURCE OF THIS BUREf\U WHO HAS FURNISHED HELIABLE HiF0P.i·iATI0[~ 

- IN THE PAST' ADVISED THAT AU lliHDENTIFIED "S\:JEDISH co;,JMITTEE" [:j~\Y BE 

WORTH ti QUARtER OF ?1 MILLION DOLL!-1RS TO THE SOUTHER[~ CHRISTitd•! 

KING s JR~ TO ~AK~ A TRIP TO S~EDEN. THE SOURCE ALSO STATED THAT 

COtffERE1\CE 1 HAS BEEN D~SC!dbED P.S DIFFICULI TO DEAL WITH BY f!. 

"KEY I iWIVID 1J/'.\L." 

END .PAGE TWO 



PAGE THREE S g CR g T 

tdl OFFICER OF THc. C0f-ii,JUiOST PARTY IN SOUTHEi-~~J. ISCP.LIFOHNit\ 

URGING SUPPORT OF THE POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN BUI HAS ORDERED NO 

SPECIFIC ACTION. 

ACCORDING. TO A 1-!EW H/~\12.:[·l, COr:i'iECTICUT,tffJ11SPAPER, TWO -~~EGRO 

MILITANTSFROM THE N~W HAVEN AREA ARE IN VASHINGTO~,D. C. FOR 

THE CAPAIGNo ONE IS JOHNBARBER WHO AGVOCATED "BREAKI~G THE 

1BACK OF LAW f.l. ND ORDER IN t•iEl1.EAVE N" LAST MO NTH. THE OTHER i S 

GEORGE EDVARDSWHOREPORTEDLY SAID AT A STREET MEETING LAST 

AUGVST "t•JE GOTTA ft:ARCH ON DOiHl TO WASHINGTON AtiO GET THAT CAT. WE 

GOTTf.i./\SSASSHlti.TE THAT JOHNSON." HE WASARRESTED THE SA~lEDAY /1:m 

WAS CARRYING A LOADED RIFLE. HE HAS BEEN CONVICTED OF CARRYI~G A 

DANGEROUSWEAPONA~D IS TO BE SENTENCEDON MAY TWENTY FOUR ONE NINE 1 

SIX EIGHT D 

Erm 

GP-1 
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ll:57A~ 5-lG-68 JDR 

PRIORITY 

TO: THE PRESJ.DErn C0 l 

TO: SECRETARYOF SH~TE 

TO: DIRECTOR, CIA 001 

TO: D IEE_CTCR, DEFENSEINTELLIGENCEAGENCY~!0 l 

TC: DEPARTMENTOF THE ARMY 001 

ro·: DEPP.RTi':ENT AIROF THE FORCE 0? 1 

TO: WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROCMt ATT.: SECRET SERVICE CPID) 

FROM: DIRECTORs FBI 

- :it--~·-----:-- ~., ~:--.,-, ~ _--· . - -- ..-~POOR ~EOPLt'S CA~PAlGN 

ABOUT TWO THREE ZERO ZERO PEciPLE ARE PRESENTLY EN.ROUTE TO 

Wt-i.SHH:GTON, D. Cq FOR THE "POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN." 

L~ST NIGHT THE WESTERN CARAVA~~AS IN PHOENIX~ ARIZOfAi 

THE -NID';.IEST C~,2.1-\VAN·l/;'\S I ti PJTTSEURGE, PEf~NSYLVMHA; 

THE MULE T~AIN GAS IN NORTHERNMISSISSIPPI; THE NORTHEAST 

CARAVANWAS IN GREENSEOROsNORTHCAROLINA. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 1295~Sec. 3.6 • 

Nl-J 0'2. ?> • 
ny~, NARA, Da~ 
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SOURCESOF THIS BUREAU~HO HAVE FURNISHED RELIABLE: 

11JF'OR!1.~TIO'.·JIN THE PPST DESCRIBED ['10ST-OF THE: EIGHT ZERO ZERO 

PEOPLE. IM THE 1'1ID \..'EST CP>.R~.\!A~:AS YOUt MILIT/l.NTS1!G NEGRO 

WH9 ARE ARROGANT AND DISR~PTIVE. ANOFFICIAL ASSIGNED TC 

THIS CARAVANADVISED YESTERDAY THAT THE INCIDENT LAST 

~i01WAY NlGl-iT IN \\'HlCH THE-POLICE WERE ACCUSEDOF US1t•:G 

·EXCESSIVE FORCE APPEARED TO HAVE EEEN CAUSED WEEN THE 

CAF.A\I M·l L EADER S , WEO S ~EM T O F !>.VOR ";q L I T A NT NO NVIO LE NC E , " 
- . ..• 

S~IZED UPON THE lt·!CIDnn TO PROVOKE A COiffP.CriTATION WITE THE POLICE. 

A 'NLJr-1BEROF't';lLITAWf YOUNG t~EGRCES FROM PHILADELPHIA JOI~ED 

THE NORTHEAST CARAVANTO S~ELL THE RANKS BUT ARE TO EE 

RETUR~EDTO PHILADELPHIA IN ORDER TO AVOID TROUBLE IN 

WASHINGTON,D. c .. NINE PEOPLE WZRE EXPELLED FROM THE 

SOUTHERNCARAVANIN CHARLOTTEFOR DRINKING, CRIMINAL 

RECOBDSf AND HOMOSEXUALITY. 
; 

REECE vJ. JAMES, A t-:EGPCMILIHdH, WASHH:GT.Ct·:,D. C., 

CLAIMS TO BE CARRYING INCEKDIARY-BCM9S BE USEDWHICH COULD 

TO CREATE CHAOS M 10 HAVOCDURU!G THE Cti.MPAIGN. °COCAL 

https://WASHH:GT.Ct


P?\GE THREE SECRc.1 

AUTHORITIESEAVE BEEN ADVISED AND IT IS EEI~G CLOSELY 

INVESTIGATED.· ...-. 
·. THE CAMPAIGNPLANS TO MARCE TO THE CAPITOL BUILDING 

IN WASHINGTON,D. c., NEXT SUNDAY AND CIRCLE THE BUJLDifG • 

. JA'.'iES BEVEL, CAMPAIGM0FFICIP,L, SP.ID YESTERDAY THAT WHEN 

MORESPACE IS NEEDEDFOR CAMPING IT WILL BE TAKEN WITHOUT• 

A PERMIT. 

STANLEYLEVISON ~ND MRS~ MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR~, 

~.FtE CONCERNEDTH~.T RALPH AE.EP.l·iATHY, !O~!G'S SUCCESSOR, IS 3 
:. 

B~COMINGTOO INFLAMMATCRY tND TOO DEFENSIVE AND SENSITIVE 

ABOUT HIS LEADERSEIP. t'iRSo XING IS ~.'ORP.IED /'.BOUT\•:HERE 

THE NONVIOLENT THEME HAS GCNE. MAYTHEY FEAR ABERNATHY 

BE RIDICULED BY THE PRESS BECAUSE OF INEFFICIENCY AND FEEL 

H[ SHOULDBE GIVEN HELP ON THE CAMPAIGN DErONSTRATION 
. 

SCH ED UL ED FOR M A Y T H l RT Y I N ORD EH T HAT HE W I LL LOO}{G O O D ., . 

CM;iPAIGil OFFICIALS HOPE FOR THREEHUt)DRED THOUSAND 

PEOPLE OM Mt,Y TP.IRTY. LEVISOi! ·Ht,S BEEN IDENTIFIED AS fJ. 

SECRET CCM~UNIST PARTY ME~SER. AS LATE AS ONf NINE SIX THREE 

AND HAS ACTED tS AM ACVISCR TO THE LATE MARTIN ~µTHER KI~G, JRe, 

GP-1 
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1:48PM 5-17-68 JDR PRIORITY 

TO: THE PRESIDENT 002 
, . 

TO: SECRETARYOr STATE003 

TO: DIRECTOR, CIA 0C2 

TO: DIRECTOR, DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY002 

TO: DEPARTMENTOF THE A.RMY gg2 
~ 

TO: DEPARTMENTOF THE AIR FORCE002 
·i;, 

TO: ·wHITEHOUSESITUATION-ROOM,ATT.: SECRETSERVICE(PID) 

FROM: DIRECTOR,FBI 

~ Q ~ F I B E ~ T I A b 

POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN 

MARSHALSOF THE "POOR PEOPLE'S C/1.MPAIG W' ·WERE CALLED 

TO THE TENT CITY IN WASHINGTON~ AT ONE THIRTY A.~., D. C., 

THIS MORNING10 SETTLt AN ARGUMENT BETVEE~ TWO GROUPS OVER 

WHO C~USED A SITUATION WHICH CAUSED A CAMPER TO HAVE A HEART 
.. 

ATTACK. fIFTY PEOPLE HAVE ASKED FOR MONEY TO GO HO~E. 

COMPLAINTSABOUT FOOD, THEFTS, AND ILLNESS CF FOUR HUNDRED 

OF THOSE IN WASHINGTON .PLAGUE THE CAMPAIGN .,.,. 
DECLASSIFIED 

END PAGE ONE E.O. 1295~ Sec.3.6 
NLJ Ol.-, 

_By~,NARA 
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p AGE TWO c a W E J P E N T I AL 
. THE CAMPAIGN COORDH!ATCRIN Wt1SHINGTON,D. C. 

CONTACTEDTHE HEADQUARTERS CHRISTIANCF THE SOUT~ERN 

LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE IN- ATLANTA, GEORGIA, YESTERDAY FOR 
, •. 

FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS. CONTRACTORSAT THE TENT CITY DEMANDED 

MONEYAND HE fEARED HE OVERDREW THE CAMPAIGN BANK ACCOUNT. 

NO ONE IN ATLANTAWOULDASSUMETHE RESPONSIBILITY TO SEND I 
,! 

THE ~ONEY IN THE ABSENCE OF RALPH ABERNATHY, HEAD OF fHE 

CAMPAIGN. CA~PAIGN LEADERS ARE SUSPICIOUS OF THE AMERICAN 

FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE, FEELING THIS GROUP WANTS TO TAKE 

OVER THE CAMPAIGN. 

ABOUT TWENTY-FOUR HUNDREDPEOPLE IN TEE CAMPAIGN ARE 

EN ROUTE TO WASHING TON, D. C. BECAUSEOF THE HOU SI ~!G PROBLEMS 

AT TENT CITY, THE MIDWEST CARAVAN,BESET BY DISSENSION OVER 

DISCIPLINE IMPOSED BY THE "i'lILWAUXEE COMMANDOS"ARE STAYING IN 

PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA, AT LEAST UNTIL TOMORROW. THE 

MULE TRAIN WAS IN GRENADA, MISSISSIPPI, LAST NIGHT; THE 

. SOUTHERN WAS IN DURHAM NORTHCAROLINA;CARAVP1N AND CHAPEL HILL, 

THE ~ORTHEAST GROUP ~AS IN BALTIMORE, MARYLA~D AND ARE TO 

ARRIVE IN BELTSVILLE, MARYLAND, TODAYAND STAY I~ AREA CHURCEES 

AND HOMES; THE SOUTHWEST CARAVANWAS Ir EL PASO; AND THE 
.. -. 

WESTERNCARAVANWAS IN RENO, ~EVADA. 

nm PAGEJl,tJO 

....,.. 
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\ '. I • 

A GROUP LEAVING· SEATTLE, WASHI~GTON, THIS MORNING 
. . . I 

H:CLUDES (JAMES HILL AND i':ELVINSPEllCER, \•.1rW P.DVOC.~TE• 
' I 

VIOLENCE IN RESOLVING RACIAL DIFF°tRE;~CES. HILL IS AN 
:. 

ADMITTEDMEMBEROF THE BLACK NATICMALIST EXTREMISTBLACK:· 
" 

i>ANTHEEPARTY.• 

SJ.'i.MKUSH~lER,ED I TOR 9~ "PEOPLE'S WORLD," A WEST COAST -
; . 

C0Ml'iU_l'HST NP,!SPAPER, /'IRP.IVEDIN EL PASO, TEXP.S/ Lll.ST 

EVENING l1!ITH THE SOUTH\.rE:ST. •1 CARAVAl'l 

~CCORDINGTO A PHILADELPH!A POLICE SOURCE, GEORGE BROWER, 

, PHILADELPHI~, PENNSYLVANIA, BLACK NATIONALIST WHO PROMISED 
i .•• 

STOKELY CARMICHti,EL,MILITANT BLACK 

NATIONALIST IN WASHINGTON,D. C., HE ~OVLD GET DY~Jfd-lITETO SLC1.\' 

I 
I 

UP A BRIDGE IN OR NEAR WASHINGTON, D. C~, IS DEPRESSEDBECP.USE CL0$E 
I r 

• I ' 
POLICE PRESENCE HAS MADE IT IMPOSSIELE TO DATE FOR HIM TO DELIVER WHAT 

! 
..' HE PROM! SEO. . -·.:• ·'j 

i _;·.· I 
I 

A CAMPAIGNOFFIClAL, ARRESTEDIN NISSISSIPPI WEDNESDAY 

NIGHT, HAD AN OPIUM DERIVATIVE IN HIS ~HOE. AN ASSOCIATE 

.HAD MARIJUANA CIGARETT~S. 

INFORMATIONHl THIS SUM~.O.RY,EXCEPT THE PHIL/'.\DELPHIA 

HJ F OR MP. T I 0 N , 1-::'\S B EE r-; FU P M I SHE D BY SOUR CE S OF T H I S B URE A U 'l H 0 

~:AVE FURNISHEDRELIABLE If!FORM?.TION IN THE PAST.,. 

GP-I ..,. 

END AND m:LD FOR ACKS 
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145PM 5-18-68 EXR PRIORITY 

TO: THEPRESIDENT 001 

TO: SECRETARYOF STATE 032 

TO: DIRECTOR, CIA 001 , .. 

TO: DIRECTOR,DEFENSE INTELLIGENCEAGENCY001 
' TO: DE~ARTMENTOF THE ARMY 001 

TO: DEPARTMENTOF THE AIR FORCE001 

TO: WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM, ATT.: SECRET SERVIC.E <PID) 

te 9 HF I BE HT I AL) 

POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN 

REPORTS INDICATt ABOUT TWO THOUSAND TWO HU~DRED PERSONS 

~RE EN ROUTE WASHINGTON, D. Co THIS INCLUDES ABOUT FOUR 
HUNDREDPEOPLE IN THE SOUTHERN CARAVAN,NOW IN VIRGINIA. THE 

NORTHEASTCARAVANWITH ABOUT SEVEN HUNDRED FIFTY PEOPLE, IS 9 

• SCHEDULEDTO PROCEED WASHINGTONTO DOWNTOWN AT TWO O'CLOCK 

P.M. JtrAY EIGHTEEN~ ONE IJINE SIX EIGHT~ --THE'~!ESTERNCARAVAN; 

.0.30UT ONE HUNDRED THIRTY PEOPLE THE NORTHl:IESTER i N CARAVAN t 

SIXTY THREE PEOPLE·, AND THE SOUTHWESTERN ABOUT ONE CARAVAN, 

HUNDREDFORTY, ARE EN ROUTE. THE MIDWEST CARAVAN,ABOUT SEVEN 
~ 

HUNDREDPEOPLE, LEFT PITTSBURG~ PENNSYLVANIA, TE~ O'CLOCK A.M~~ 
•. -·--·· 

· .MAY EIGHTEEN FOR WASHINGTON VIA BALTIMORE, MARYLAND. THE MULE 

E~JD PhG E ONE 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958~Sec. 3.6
~LJQ~- !, -

By~, NARA. Date(d:02,,, 
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PAGE TWOEC Q ► I A u 

TRAIN, UITH ABOUT SIXTY PEOPLE, MAY STAYIN. GRENADA, 
• ' MISSISSIPPI, UNTILMAY NINETEEN OR TWENTY AND THEN MAY BE 

TRUCKEDTO WASHINGTON. REPORTEDLY ARENO DEMONSTRATIONS 
SCHEDULEDBY THE MULE TRAIN EN ROUTE. 

AT PRESS CONFERENCE MAY SEV~NTEEN BERNARDLAFAYETTE~ 

.-NATIONALCOORDINATOR.FOR THE CAMPAIGN, SAID. ONE MILLION -~-­

PEOPLE ARE EXPECTED IN WASHINGTONON MAY THIRTY FOR A 
DEMONSTRATION.THREE THOUSAND PEOPLE ARE EXPECTED AT THE 
TENT CITY BY MAY NINETEEN AND TWO THOUSAND MORE ARE 
A~TJCIPATED, TO BE HOUSEDIN WASHINGTONIF ROOM IS NOT 
AVAILABLEAT THE TENT CITYo CAMPAIGNLEADERS ESTI~ATED 
THREE MILLION DOLLARS ARE NEEDED TO COMPLETE THE TENT CITY, 

AND ONLY THREE HUNDRED FIFTY THOUSANDDOLLARSHAS BEEN RAISED. 

THE PRESS DISPUTED THE THREE MILLION DOLLAR FIGUREt CITIKG THE 

COST PER UNIT OF EIGHTY DOLLARS. 

RADIO MOSCOW CORRESPONDENT ATWITH FILM CREW WAS OBSERVED 

TENT CITY INTERVIEWINGRESIDENTS AND A NEGRO TOLD THEM TO 

LEAVE BECAUSE "THINGS ARE WORSE IN EAST GERMANY :JHAN HERE.» 

END PAGE H/0 
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PA G ~ THR EE ( C 9 ~I f I 9 l!S U T I ~ L) 

LANCE WATSON, LEADER OF MfMPHIS, TENNESSEE, STREET GANij, 

CALL~D "INVADERS" SAID IF CONGRESSDOES NOT ACT, CAMPAIGN 

PARTICIPiNTS WILL WALK UP FOURTEENTH AND SEVENTH STREETS 

FORCING WHITES TO PRACTICE GENOCIDE IN A WAR BETWEEN WHITES 

AND BLACKS. 

THREE NEGROES WERE ARRESTED IN CONNECTION~ITH A SHOOTING 

IN WASHINGTONLAST NIGHT. ONE, .LATER RELEASED, CLAIMED TO BE 

· FROM MINNE~POLISt MINNESOTA, AND A MEMBEROF THE SOUTHER[ 

CHRISTIAN LEADE~SHIP CONFERENCE, ACCORDINGTO POLICEo 
A GREYHOUND BUS CO~PANY REPRESENTATIVESAID LARGE 

GUANTITIES OF FOOD, CLOTHING, AND BLANKETS WERE ABANDO~ED 

ON BUSES USED BY MIDWEST CARAVAN,BUT CAMPAIGN PEOPLE 

NOT INTERESTED IN HAVING MATERIAL RETURNEDTO THEM AS IT 

WAS DONATED AND THEY COULD GET MORE ON THE WAY5 SOURCE 

ADVI~ED MASSIVE DEMONSTRATIONS FOR CAMPAIGN ARE SCHEDULED 

· PARTICIPANTSON MAY TWENTY AND MA~ THIRTY1 ONE NINE SIX 

EIGHTs EXACT FORM OF DEMONSTRATIONS NOT KNOWNo 

END PAGE THF:EE 
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Pt,GE FOUR (-€ Q ~i i l Q E N I J A 6} 

ANONYMOUS CALL RECEIVED BY POLICE IN TELEPHONE 

ALBUQUERQUE,NEW MEXICO, ALLEGI~G THERE IS A PLAN TO BLOW 

UP BRIDGES BET~EEN WASHINGTON, D. C., AND.VIRGINIA. 

LOCAL AUTHO~ITIES ADVISED. 
MOVIE STAR MARLON BRANDO TO SUPPORT IN ALBUQUERQUE 

CAMPAIGN,. REVEREND RALPH D~ ABERNATHY, PRESIDENT OF. 
·souTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE,ACCORDINGTO NEWS 

REPORTS, WAS IN LOS ANGELESs CALIFORNIA, WITH MRSe MARTIN 

LUTHER KINS TO GET MOVIE EXECUTIVE SUPPORT FOR CAMPAIGN. 

THE EXECUTIVE STAFF OF SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 

CONFERENCECONTINUESTO BE CONCERNEDWITH THE NEED TO MAINTAIN 

DISCIPLINE ON THE CAMPAIGN AND IS STILL CONCERNEDABOUT 

THE ATTITUDE OF "BLACK POWER" ORGANIZATIONS. 
HiFORMATIOrJIN THIS SUMMARY,Ui'lLESS OTHERWISE NOTED, 

•~s BEEN FURNISHED BY SOURCES OF THIS BUREAU WHO HAVE FURNISHED 

RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE PAST. 
GP - 1 
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, 1:45AM 5-20-68 MSE 

PRIORITY 

TO: THE PRESIDENT 001 . . .. 
TO: SECRETARY 001OF STATE 

TO: 'DIRECTOR, ClA 001 
.-

TO: DIRECTORfDEFE~SE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY001 

TO: DEPARTMENTOF THE ARMY 001 

TO: DEPARMEMT OF THE AIR FORCE 001 

TO: WHITE HOUSE SITUATIONROOM, ATT: SECRET SERVICE CPID> 

FROM: DIRECTOR, FBI 

--&0 HY ID I! NY I ft b 
• ! 

POOR PEOPLE~S CAMPAIGN 

CARAVANS WHICH WERE REQUESTED TO DELAY THEIR ARRIVAL IN 

i.rnSHING1'0NDoCo BECAUSECF THE HOUS!IlG SHORTt1GEDECIDEDTO9 (OU It i-1!A Ii f.,-;,:5:./.i 

COME ANYWAY. THE SOUTHERN CARAVAN OF ABOUT /J00 PEOPLE DEPARTED . ... ,··-·""'.......... 

RlCHMONDf VIRGINIA AT ABOUT _2:30 PM, 5/19/68. Mm ARE ro· STt1Y
··• --·---·.. -----------. ...~ .........- -

AT CHURCHES IN IJORTHERN VIRGINIA. THE EASTERN CI\RAVAN Or 750 

PEOPLE DEPf1RTED CHURCHES HJ. SUBURBA iJ MARYLA lvD ON 5/ l~_t.f?.~TO 

STAY IV LOCAL CHURCHES AND THE DoC• COLISEUMo THE MIDWESTERN 

CARAVANOF 875 PEOPLE ARRIVED IN WASH!fGTON ON 5/16/68~ AND STAYED 
·• -~. . :-:-

AT THE COLISEUMo AN ANONYMOUS I~DIVIDUAL CLAIMINGTO BE A 9 

PARTICIPAiH MF THE POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAlGNr TELEPHONIC?\LLY 

SAID TH/iT SOME OF THE GROUP ARE ARME~. liND HAVE TALKED OF' KI.Lt ING 

POLICEMENo THE SOUTllWES1'ERti Cf.1RAV.:-\N OF' 3 00 PEOPLE ARR I VED IN DENVEP.s, 

. . : 

COLOP.ADO REIES LOPEZ "ilJERINA, l.EPlDER OF A MILITAi'-JTOH .?/19/63~ 
DECLASSIPiED 

EflD PAGE ONE E.O. 12958, 3:6 
NL] -

~y~ ~~• Date~~:02. 
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PAGE TWO (0 0 HF I BEN Y f At, 
~. 

ORGANIZATIONCLAIMINGRIGHTS TO LAND IN SOUTHWESTUNITED SIAT~S, 

IS TRAVELINGWITH THIS GROUP. THE NORTHWEST OF 65 - PEOPLECARAVAN 

DEPARTED BILLINGS, MONTANA FOR BISMARK,NORTHDAKOTAON 5/19/68. 

SMALLERGROUPTOTALING188 PERSONS ARE ALSO ENROUTE TO WASHINGTON. 

THE MULE TRAIN IS IN GRENADAsi TO DEPART MISSISSIPPI AND HOPES" FOR 

BIRMlrJGHAM, ALABAMA OR 21/G8.ON 5/20. ------•• ~ --------··---
AT A -~J!J_0. PM PRESS CONFERENCE ON 5/19/68p A SPOKESMANFOR 

_,:_ 

THE SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN CONFERENCE THATLEADERSHIP CSCLC) ANNOUNCED 

1500 PEOPLE WERETHErJ RESIDING IN RESURRECTIONCITY AND PLANS WERE 

BEIUG MADE TO HOUSE THOSE NOW AT THE D.Co COLISEUMpWHOHAD TO BE OUT 

THE COLISEUM BY 4:00 PMp 5/19/68. THE MARCH TO THE CAPITOL SCHEDULED . -- ~----·-·· ---~-----~· 

FOR THE AFTERNOON 1 WAS APPARENTLY SINCE IT OF 5/19/68 CANCELLED 

__WAS ANNOUNCED PRESS CONFERENCE BEAT THE ABOVE THAT THERE WOULD 

NO DEMOf·JSTRflTIONS OR ACTIVITIES ON THE 19TH. AT A SIMILAR PRESS 

CONFERENCEON 5/ta/68 IT WAS ANNOUNCED THAT "THEY" WERE HAVING 9 

• TROUBLEWITH UNIDENTIFIED AT RESURRECTION MILITANTS CITY, AND THESE 

MILITANTSMAY RALPH ABERNATHY HAVE TO BE SENT HOMEe REVEREND IS 

~UE ltl ~Jt\SHINGTONON5/1$/68~ AND WILL HOLD A PRIVATE STRATEGYSESSIOtl 

ON 5/20/GBo A SOURCE HAS FURNISHED IN THE WHO RELIABLE INFORMATION 
... " .... -----·-

END PAGE TWO 
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_PAST~ ADVISED THAT MORALEIS LOWsi CONDITIONS POOR AND THE FINANCIAL 

SITUATIONCRITICAL IN RESURRECTIONCITY. 

THE VICTIM OF THE SHOOTING AT A WASHINGTON BAR 0~ EARLY 

SATURDAYMORNirjGHAS -DIED" ONE OF THE THREE INDIVIDUALS FROM 

MINNEAPO~IS,MINNESOTA,ARRESTED.IN THE VICINITY OF RESURRECTION 

CITYFOR THE SHOOTING~ HAS BEEN CHARGEDWITH HOMICIDEe THE 

OTHERTWO INDIV!DUALS ACCORDINGVERE RELEASED TO POLICEe ALSOs 

ACCORDING 9 APPROXIMATELY OF A YOUTH TO THE POLICE 100 MEMBERS 

GANGFROM CH!CAG0ILLINOIS, ALLEGED RANGERS,9 TO BE THE BLACKSTONE 

ARE LIVING IN RESURRECTION CITY. 

END 
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'' L12:06PM 5-21-68 JDR PRIORITY 

TO: THE PRESIDENT 003 

TO: SECRETARYOF STATE 003 
... 

TO: DIRECTOR, CIA 003 
(. 

TO: DIRECTOR, DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGEICY 003 

TO: DEPARTMENT 003OF THE ARMY 

TO: DEPARTMENTOF THE AIR FORCE 003 

TO:· WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM, ATT.: SECRET SERVICE (PID) 

FROM: .DIRECTOR, FBI 
I 

"88HFI8EHllk-l 

POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN 

ACCORDI NG TO HIS MOTHER,WILLIAMLEE STIMPSON, A BLACK POWER 
. . 

-· MILITANT FROM GREENSBORO, CAROLI-NA; FORNORT}t LEFT GREENSBORO 
. . 

WASHINGTON,D. C. TO PARTICIPATE IN THE POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN. 

OF THIS BUR HAS .FURNISHED-.RELIABLE f,, - SOURCE. EAu WHO INFORMATIONIN 

THE PAST ADVISED THAT STIMPSON WAS A SNIPER DURING A RACIAL • 

DISTURBANCEIN GREENSBORO 
. . 

FORLAST MONTH. "HE· HAS BEEN ARRESTED 
. -

ASSAULT-WITH A DEADLY WEA~ON,__RAPE, AND CARRYING DYNAMITEAND 

THREATENINGTO BLOW UP HIS MOTHERAND OTHER FAMILY MEMSERS. 

AUTHORITIESIN THE WAS.HINGTON, D. C. AREA HAVE BEEN ADVISED. 
DECLASSIFIEDEND PAGE ONE E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 • •. 
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PAGE TWO e O N f I B E N T I A ~ 

IT WAS ANNOUNCED YESTERDAYAT RESURRECTION CITY, THE CAMPAIGN'S 

TENT CITY, THAT ABOUT ONE HUNDRED FORTY THOUSAND DOLLARSHAS BEEN 

SPENT ON SHELTERS IN THE TENT CITY AND MORE IS NEEDED. 

A CAMPAIGNOFFICIAL SAID YESTERDAY THAT FOUR NEGRO YOUTH"GANGS" 

ARE ACTIVE IN THE TENT CITY: . THE BARRACUDAS 
-· 

RANGERSAND BLA!;KSTONE 

FROM CHICAGO, ILLINOIS; THE COMMAffDOS WISCONSIN;FROM MIL~JAUKEE, 

AND THE INVADERS FROM MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE. 

YESTERDAYA NEWS AT THE TENT CITY WAS THREAT~~ED CAMERAMAN BY A 
. . 

CAMPAIGNMARSHALFOR NOT FOLLOWING INSTRUCTIONS. THE INCIDENT WAS 

RECORDEDBY THE NEWS MEDIA AND THE CAMERAMAN WAS LATER TOLD THAT THE 

MARSHALWAS ONLY KIDDING AND DID NOT KNOW THE INCIDENT WAS RECORDED. 

AT A PRESS CONFERENCE YESTERDAYRALPH Do ABERNATHY, CAMPAIGN 

LEADER, SAID THE CAMPAIGN WAS IN WASHINGTON,D. C. TO "SUBPOENA THE 

CONSCIENCEOF THE NATION." HE STATED THEY WOULD "SLEEP AT RESURRECTION 

CITY BY NIGHT AND RAISE HELL DOWNTOWN HE SAID· DURING TH~ DAY." 

NONVIOLENTDEMONSTRATIONSTHAT WILL BE THE MOST MILITANT AND MASSIVE 

IN THE COUNTRY'S HISTORY ARE PLANNED AND THAT THEY WILL "PLAGUE .AND 

HARASSCONGRESS"UNTIL THEY GET THE LEGISLATION THEY WANT. HE SAID 

THEY WILL TAKE ALL THE LAND THEY NEED FOR HOUSING AND WILL MOVE TO THE 

~HITE ~OUSE GROUNDS AND TO THE CAPITOL HILL WHERE THE "ENEMY" IS IF 

THEY ARE "KICKED OUT" OF R£SURRECTION CITY. 

END PAGE TWO 



--
.. - ........, ' .....·_·-:-- : - " ;· ~ .....,~ . ' .... .,........... . .,.. -.-.,..-,.,......." --·,, . J. . ,_ 

PAGE THREE e e. N F 1 B E N. T l :.A L 

THE WESTERN CARAVANWITH ABOUT SEVEN HUNDRED PEOPLE SPENT 

LAST NIGHT IN ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI. THE NORTHWEST WITHCARAVAN 

ABOUTEIGHTY FIVE PEOPL~ IS IN MINNEAPOLIS,MINNESOTA. 

GP-1 

ENp AND HOLD FOR ACKS 
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I2:50PM 5-22-68 JDR PRIORITY 

TO: THE PRESIDENT 003 

TO: SECRETARYOF STATE 003 

TO: DIR ECTOR, CIA 003 

TO: DIRECTOR, DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 003 
• 

TO: DEPARTMENTOF THE .P.RMY 003 

TO: DEPARTMENT ,.OF THE AIR FORCE003 

TO: WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM,ATTo: SECRETSERVICECPID) 

FROM: DIRECTORpFBI 

. 
COIIFIBBl'IIC: 

POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN 

TWO MARCHES BY THE POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN TO 

CAPITOL HILL YESTERDAY TO PRESS FOR THEI~ DEMANDS RESULTED 
. 

IN THE ARREST OF PETER J. COLINOf JR.~ OF VALHALLA, NEW YORKs' 

. , WHOGfi.VE HIS CITY 11LOCAL ADDRESS AS RESURRECTION THE TENT. 

CITY OF THE CAMPAIGNo COLINO IN THEGALLERY OF THE HOUSE OF 

REPRESENTATIVESSHOUTED"YOU HAVE UNTIL JUNE TWENTY-SEVEN" JUST 

BEFORE HIS ARRESio 

END PAGE ONE 
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·c Q N f 1 PE N T I ii L -
ABOUT FIVE HUNDRED OF THE SIX HUNDREDSHELTERSTO BE -­

BUILT IN RESURRECTIONCITY HAVE BEEN ERECTED~ SHOWERS AND 

LAUNDRYFACILITIES HAVE YET TO BE COMPLETED. A NUMBER OF 

~TROUBLEMAKERS"INCLUDINGTWO BUSLOADS OF BL~CKSTONE 

RANGERS~A NEGROYOUTH_GANGFROM CHICAGO, lLLtNO!S9 WERE 

AMONGTHOSE WHO LEFT RESURRECTION CITY YESTERDAY~ 

THE DEMONSTRATION DAY" WAS CALLEDwSOLIDARlTY 

RESCHEDULEDYESTERDAYFROM MAY THIRTY TO JUNE NINETEEN, -~ 

·-ONE-NINE SIX~IGHT. A SOURCE OF THIS BUREAU WHO HAS FURNISHED 

RELIABLE INFORMATION IN THE PAST ADVISED YESTERDAY THAT ANTIWAR 

GROUPS IN WASHINGTON,D~ Co~ ARE ALREADY MOBILIZING TO 

COORDINATEANTIWARGROUPS COMING TO UASHINGTOND. C.,, FOR9 

.. SOL ID AH IT Y DAY ., " 

MEMBERSOF THE"INVADERS" NEGROYOUTHGANG FROM MEMPH!S9 

TENNESSEEs HERE FOR THE CAMPAIGNENTEREDBALLOUHIGH SCHOOL 9 

YESTEHDAYAND SAID THEY WANTED 'fO HOLD /1.N ASSEMBLY., 

WHENREFUSED THEY ROAMED THE HALLS FOR '/Ir~ HOURDURH)G WHICH 

FIRECRACKERSWERE DISCHARGED AND TWO FALSE FIRE ALARMSWERE ..... 

SOUNDEDoAS THEY LEFT LANCE "SWEET WILLIE" WATSONs THEIR9 

LEADER SAID "0!U1Ys, 'EASTERNHIGH NOW .. " 9 

END PAGE TWO 
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LAST EVENING AN AGENT OF THIS BUREAU OBSERVEDA NEGRO 

MALEON THE MALL WASHINGTON, "QUICK DHAWING" WITHIN D. C., 

A PISTOL TOWARD A TREE. POLICE WERE CALLED AND ARRESTED 

ARTHURLAF'AYETTCOPELANDOF ATLANTA, GEORGIA, WHO SAID HE WAS 

BERE WITH THE CAMPAIGN. HE HAD A LOADED PISTOL, ~~E BULLETS. 

• lN WHICHHAD BEEN ALTERED; RESULTINGIN A "DUM-DUM" EFFECT TO 

THE BULLETSo f 

THE CAMPAIGN•s MULE TRAIN TRAVELED TWELVEMILES 

YESTERDAYFROM GRENADA TO DUCK HILL, MISSISSIPPI. THE 

NORTHWESTGROUPOF ABOUT NINETY SPENT LAST NIGHT IN MADISON~ 

WISCONSIN. THE WESTERN GROUPOF ABOUT EIGHT HUNDRED SPENT THE 

NIGHT IN LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY. 

JESSE JACKSON, A CAMPAIGN OFFICIAL, SAID IF THE 

CAMPAIGN'SDEMANDSARE NOT MET, THEY MAY CAMP ON THE LAWNS 

OF SUBURBAN HOMESe HE SAID THEY MIGHT GET TIRED OF LIVING 

IN RESURRECTIONCITY AND "MOVE TO CONGRESS" AND SOME MIGHT 

SLEEP ON STREET CORNERS. 

GSP-1 

END AND HOLD FOR ACKS 
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PRIORITY 

TO: THE PRESIDENT 02 
I·~ ··.•---,,

TO: SECRETARY OF STATE 04 • 
-- • ·•·•. """""f""I • • • ,. • - • . • •• - • • • ;-~-. 

TO: DIRECTOR, CIA 02 

TO: DIRECTOR, DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY02 , . 

_,.TO: DEPARTMENT 02OF THE ARMY 

DEPARTMENT.bF TH£ AIR FORCE 02 

WHITEHOUSE SITUATION ROOM, ATT~~ SECRET SERVICE CPID>~• ·-.-tp 

.. 
FROM: _DIRECTOR,FBI 

C Q--M §' T p E N T I .,, ·L 

M • • ,.... 

• POOR PEOPLE'S. CAMPAIGN 

THE WESTERN CARAVAN. -WITH ABOUT EIGHT. HUNDRED PEOPLE IS TO 

ARRIVE TODAY I-N-TH·E--WASHINGTON~ Do Ce 9 AREA -GOINGFIRST 1'0 A 

CHURCHIN MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND.R El ES LOPEZ TIJERINA j 

HEf-1DiW THE-MILllANT .ALIP.NZAFEDERAL DE MERCtDKS~ tiN _QRGANIZAJION 

CLAIMINGRIGHTS TO LAND IN SOUTHWESTERN UNITED STATES, HAS BEEN 

TRAVELING_t:J.ITH. THIS CARAVAM. THE MULE TRAIN ~}ITH EIGHTY-ONE 

PEOPLE WAS I~ WINONAfMISSISSIPPI, THIS MORNING~ 

.END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE"TWO C O t' 5 I D 5 ti I J Oal I. 

A·SOURCE OF THIS BUREAU WHO HAS FURNiSHED RELIABLE 

INFORMATIONIN THE PAST ADVISED THAT TWO PEOPLE WHO SAID lHEY 

WERE~GUMNAIESHU AND WILLIAM BULLARD OF THE "BLACK PANTHER 

PARTY" FROM CLE VELA ND, OH10·~ HERE ·ISSUED TE.MP ORARY PASSES 

YESTERDAYTO RESURRECTION CITY,.THE TENT CITY OF THE POOR 

PEOPLEiS CAMPAIGN IN WASHINGTON,D. Ce THERE IS A BLACK 

.NlT IONALI ST EXTREMI ST BLACK PANT HER PARTY ACTIVE PRIMARILY 
?f' 

o0)1 THE WEST COAST ANOTHERSOURCE\-JHOHAS FURNISHED RELI/\BLE 

IN.FbRMATION IN THE PAST t-iDVISED THAT ROBERT CULP ti,.ND 
. . . 

~fDNEY POITIER, PROMINENTACTORS, VISITED RESURRECTION CITY 

YESTERDAYAND INDICATED THEY PLAN.TO RESIDE IN .., !.4• 

RESURRECTIONCITYo 

WASHINGTONs D. C~, POLICE ~.DVISED THAT LANCE "SWEET WILLIE" .i 
WATSON~LEADER OF THE "INVADERS" NEGRO YOUTHGANG FROM MEMPHIS, i: 

I 
TENNESSEE, VISITED ANACOSTIA HIGH SCHOOL YESTERDAYAND ARRANGED 

, 
TO SPEAK TO A SOCl.i'iLSCIENCES CLASS THIS MORNING .. 

CLARENCEHENRY~A CAMPAIGN OFFICIAL, AND EDDIE SUBER, 

BOTH OF CHI C~iGO, -ILLINOIS, WEHE ARRESTED YESTERDAYIN 

WASHINGTON,D~ C. 9 FOR SOLICITING CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE 

~OUTHERNCHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP.CONFERENCE A LICENSE. WITHOUT 

THIS ORGANIZATION SPONSORSTHE POOR PEOPLE'~ CAMPAIGND 

YESTERDAYJESSE JACKSON, CITY MANAGER OF RESURRECTION CITYp 

END PAGE TWO 
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ANNOUNCEDHE IS PLANNINGTO SPEED UP DEMONSTRATIONS BY THE 

... CA-l4P.A1G~~.~SI-=ERM.Y t40R-N-lN~IUHJ;r . ...:o~ ,HUJJDRED-F-1.KlY~PEllBLE -i 

- - --- -~..- -- - -· 

-:· FH OM R.E.S.Ufrn.Ec1' TON __cJ_T'LJli_SII ED_ .. HEAR-1 CW: n:_oJ~.~_J{JLL: ::. ·~- ·-··-~JGs._QJJ_ -~---
~~ - ----- .,. 

~CO-NCE-Rt•HfiG·._fHE-SG}WO~ G.RQUP~.1S .... .:... • •• • • •. :LUfiCH..J?.fibBfil1M...,.~.ANOTl::ltR:. JO -~ • 

"MARCHTO CAPITOL HILL TODAY AND VISIT CONGRESS. 

•• : A SOURCEOF' THIS BUREAU·WHOHAS FURNISH-ED RELIABLE •r 
i~FORMATIONIN THE PAST ADVISED THAT CAMPAIGN OFFICIALS AGREE •• •-. ~ ,tI. . . . , . , 

• ---T~A{·--;1·;·~-~-~I-;~. ~R,OUPS-OT~~~ THA_N_NEGRO.E;S~~E NEEDED.·INT.HE - ·.-- --. ----,. •• -.---::;=t'. 
. i, 

CAMPAIGNo ALTHOUGH THERE A~E NO~ TOO ;MANY PEOPLE IN ~ -• -~·l---1 .. 

RESURRECT10N CITY, CAMPAIGN OFFICIALS PLAN TO· CONT.INUE • ,: 
• .:..-- ··- • ~""-- '° - -·~ 0 

BRnmING PEOPLE 1-0 -WASHINGTON, D. c-., SINCE THEY ANTICIPATE--

AN INCREASING 'NUMBER WILL B~COME H0ME~ICK AND DISCOURAGED.. 

AMI} GO HOME •. 

•_ END--AND'·HOLD. FOR" ACKS =~~-
- •. - :....-:: .. 
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=01 N~nl3M RETURNTO: May 22, 1968 

MILDRED 3:45 p. m.STEGAL~ 

The attached FBI report concerns the Poor People's Campaign 
and a conversation between two principal advisors to the late 
Martin Luther King, Jr., i.e., Stanley Levison and Clarence 
Jones. 

Jones said that Senator Eugene McCarthy had sent him a copy of 
a telegram which the Senator had sent to Mrs. King and Ralph 
Abernathy, extending greetings to the Poor People's Campaign 
and expressing his understanding of their concern. 

Jones said he had spoken to McCarthy's wife and daughters about 
"an answer" to Richard M. Nixon because Nixon has had some 
effect on black militants. Nixon's campaign manager wants to 
see Jones next week to discuss "indigenous black capitalism. 11 

This latter concept has appealed to some Negro leaders, e.g., 
Floyd McKissick. 

Jones' views of the McCarthy movement are also presented, as 
well as his view of the candidacy of Vice President Humphrey 
and of Robert F. Kennedy. Jones said he has attempted an 
accommodation with Kennedy forces in a "stop Humphrey" movement, 
but this did not work. He asked for Levison' s thinking along these 
lines. 

Levison said that the differences between Kennedy and McCarthy are 
less important than defeating Humphrey. Levison said he favored 
Kennedy because of his record on civil rights and in handling nuclear 
weapons. 

Jones is of the opinion that McCarthy will release his delegates to 
vote whatever way they can in order to stop Vice President 
Humphrey. 

The FBI records reveal that Clarence Jones and Stanley Levison have 
records of affiliation with subversive organizations. 
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OFF,Clil OF TUE DIIIEC1'0R SECRET 

ITED T T T O J TICE 

FED RAL B REA OF INVESTIGATIO 

May 22, 1968 

BY LIAISON 

Mrs. Mildred Stegall 
The White House 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mrs. Stegall: 

For your information, I am enclosing 
a communication which may be of interest to you. 

Upon removal of the enclosure, if 
classified, this transmittal fonn becomes 
unclassified. 

Sincerely yours, 

"~~d~ 
~Director 

Enc. 
This information is also being furnished 
the Attorney General. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. 

May 22, 1968 

POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN 

Recently, a confidential source of this Bureau, 
who has furnished reliable information in the past, advised 
that Stanley Levison, principal advisor to the late 
Martin Luther King, Jr., was in conference with Clarence 
Jones, another of King's advisors, concerning the Poor 
People's Campaign. 

Jones said that Senator Eugene McCarthy sent him 
a copy of a telegram that McCarthy had sent to Y.irs Coretta0 

King, ~...art in Luther King, Jr.' s, widow, and Ralph D0 

Abernathy, President of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conferencea The telegram reportedly extended McCarthy's 
greetings to the Poor People's Campaign and noted that 
Senator McCarthy shared the concerns of the campaign. 
The attention and resources of this country must be 
redirected to the problems at home, the telegram continuedo 

Jones said he had spoken to Senator McCarthy's 
wife and daughters about an answer to presidential 
candidate Richard No Nixon because Nixon has had some 
effect on black militantso Jones said that Nixon's 
campaign manager wants to see him next week to discuss 
"indigenous black capitalismo 11 Jones criticized an 
article by Nixon in which, according to Jones, Nixon 
told Congress not to give in to the demands of the 
Poor People's Campaigno 

SECRB'i'= 
DECLASSIFIEDGroup 1 

E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 Excluded from automatic NLJ 02-
downgrading and By~ NARA, DateV ·0'2. 
declassification 
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POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN 

Stanley Levison said that Nixon bas gotten 
himself into a perfect ·position whereby he can oppose 
the Poor People's Campaign and still have black militants 
interested in his idea of ''black capitalism" for the ghetto 
areas. Levison criticized the idea of building ghetto 
industries owned by the people of the ghetto. Jones 
mentioned that Floyd McKissick, National Director of the 

11Congress of Racial Equality, told him "We dig Nixon, • 

meaning McKissick approves of Nixon. Jones said he 
contacted a partner of Nixon's campaign manager to find 
out what Nixon is talking about. He said Nixon's 
campaign people jumped at the idea and he, Jones, is 
supposed to meet with Nixon next week. Levison again 
attacked the idea of putting plants -in the ghetto and 
said the dangerous thing is that it i~ not just an 
opportunist or stupid person like McKissick who will go 
for the ideao • 

Jones said the McCarthy movement is split into 
two points of view. One view is that the principal 
consideration is to stop Vice President Humphrey and the 
rivalry between Senators Robert F. Kennedy and McCarthy 
is subordinate to stopping Hwnphrey. The other point of 
view is that there should be no accommodation at this 
time between McCarthy and Kennedy because any accommodation 
will weaken McCarthy. Jones said he had unsuccessfully 
attempted an accommodation with Kennedy forces to the 
effect that joint slates of delegates would be run in 
New York State and their only commitment would be to 
not vote for Humphrey. When this did not work, his 
second idea was to run a joint slate in those districts 
in New York where it looks like Humphrey will wino 
This idea, according to Jones, did not get far, but he 
felt it could get far and he could be a force in getting 
it adoptedo He asked for Levison's thinking on this. 

Levison said hi.s position has always been the 
first view, that the differences· between Kennedy and 

3:ECRm. 
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POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN 

McCarthy are less important than defeating Humphrey. 
Levison said he favored Kennedy because of his record on 
civil rights and because Kennedy has shown that he has a 
"cool head" in handling nuclear weaponso 

Jones said that he had received information that 
Humphrey's delegate strength "has gone ahead by leaps and 
bounds" and Humphrey is so far ahead that the contest 
between Kennedy and McCarthy is academic. 

Jones said the central question is the continuation 
of the broad antiwar peace movement in opposition to 
President Johnson's policies, as symbolized by Humphrey, 
and all efforts must be directed toward preventing 
Humphrey from getting votes. Jones said that he could 
confidentially say that if McCarthy loses in Oregon by 
any significant degree, that he will withdraw, but if the 
Oregon election is close, McCarthy will go on to California~ 

Levison asked Jones if Jones had discussed 
with McCarthy the matter of identifying Humphrey as the 
main "enemy." Jones said he had and McCarthy made it 
clear that this would not be at the expense of conceding 
he is not going to go all the way in this election. 
Jones noted that McCarthy will release his delegates 
to vote whatever way they can in order to stop Pumphrey. 

In regard to Clarence Jones, mentioned e.bove, 
a confidential source has identified a photograph of Jones 
as a person whom he knew during late 1953 or early 1954 
to be a member of, and in a position of leadership in, 
the Labor Youth Leagueo The Labor Youth League has been 
designated by the Attorney General as subversive pursuant 
to Executive Order 10450. • 

SEGR~ 
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.... 
. 

Another source advised in April, 1964, that 
Stanley Levison was a secret member of the Connnunist Party, 
USA, in July, 1963. In late 1963, and early 1964, he 
criticized the Communist Party for not being suffici'ently 
militant in the civil rights struggleo Levison was described 
by certain Communist Party leaders as being to the 11left" 
of the Communist Party in his position on civil rights. His 
differences with the Communist Party, however, are merely 
tactical, and he continues his ideological adherence to 
communism. Stanley Levison is the owner and operator of 
the Park Management R.ealty Company, 1841 Broadway, 
New York, New York. 

, 
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May 15, 1968 
6:30 p. m. 

The attached FBI report states that 
Stanley Levison, long-time secret Communist 
Party member and former advisor to Martin 
Luther King, and Clarence Jones another of 
King's advisors and also a member of the 
Labor Youth League which was designated 
as subversive, have been in contact. 

They discussed McCarthy's campaign and 
McCarthy's desire to endorse the "Poor 
People's Campaign." Levison wants to 
get the peace movement together in support 
of both McCarthy and Kennedy and is working 
on a newspaper advertisement. 

Jones said that CORE is almost ready to 
publicly endorse Nixon. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec.3.6 

NLJ Oa.-91 
By-:f' NARA,Dare531·02. 
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ITED T TES DEPARTME T OF J STICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATIO 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535, 

May 15, 1968 

BY LIAISON 

Mrso Mildred Stegall 
The White House 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mrs. Stegall: 

I thought the Presi
the following information that 
confidential sources of this 
reliable information in the 

dent 
has 

Bureau 
past. 

might be interested 
been supplied by 
who have furnished 

in 

the late 
Recently, Stanley 

Martin Luther King, 
Levison, 

Jr., 
principal 

and long-time 
advisor 

secret 
to 

Conmunist Party member, was in conference with Clarence 
Jones, another of King's advisors, concerning the "Poor 
People's Campaign." Jones told Levison that Senator Eugene 
McCarthy wants to make a major statement on the "Poor People's 
Campaign" and do it in such a way that he could ask all 
candidates to welcome the campaign. Jones continued that 
Senator McCarthy is scheduled to speak at Madison Square 
Garden, New York City, on May 19, 1968, and it is Jones's 
responsibility to give Senator McCarthy guidelines as to 
the best way to publicly endorse the "Poor People's Campaign." 
Jones asked Levison what McCarthy should emphasize and 
Levison said he would consider it and confer with Jones 
again. 

~ DECLASSIFIED
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Mrs. Mildred Stegall 

Levison mentioned that he wants to start a 
committee of people who would support both Senator McCarthy 
and Senator Robert Kennedy on issues about which both 
Senators agreeo Levison said this would give solidarity 
to the whole peace group which is in danger of getting 
lost. Levison said he is working on a newspaper advertisement 
for this group. 

Jones mentioned that Senator McCarthy is supposed 
to meet with Negro leaders of the ghetto nationally on 
May 19, 1968, and later that day with established Negro 
civil rights leaderso Jones said that the Congress of Racial 
Equality, a militant civil rights group, is almost ready to 
publicly endorse presidential candidate Richard Nixon. He 
said that the Congress of Racial F.quality was enthusiastic 
over Mr. Nixon's speech about "black capitalism" and has 
had meetings with Mr. Nixon. Levison said Floyd McKissick, 
leader of the Congress of Racial Equality, is an opportunist 
and knows the yearning to become a businessman is a powerful 
thing in the ghetto. 

In regard to Clarence Jones, mentioned above, a 
confidential source has identified a photograph of Jones as 
a person whom he knew during late 1953 or early 1954 to be 
a member of, and in a position of leadership in, the Labor 
Youth League. The Labor Youth League has been designated by 
the Attorney General as subversive pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450. 

The above information is being furnished the 
Attorney General. 

Sincerely yours, 

~-~~-~ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

TO: JIM JONES 

FROM: BOB TAYLOR 

ATTACHMENT, FOR INFORMATION, 

IS FROM 55 INTELLIGENCE DIVISION. 



May 10, 1968 
4:30 p.m. 

The attached FBI memorandum concerning the Poor People I s 
March begun by the late Martin Luther King, Jr., who was 
President of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC). 

Stanley Levison, principal advisor to King, was in conference with 
some SCLC members recently concerning funds for this march. 
Levison advised he is working on the rally in New York City 
which will be sponsored by a major record company and a 11 Black Disc 
Jockey's Association" at which time he hopes to raise $150, 000, 
with one-third going to the SCLC. 

Sammy Davis, Jr., the Negro entertainer, is reported to have 
pledged the May 20th proceeds from the show 11 Golden Boy 11 

• to 
the SCLC. The Universities of Chicago and Northwestern have 
fund-raising drives in progress. 

King 1 s widow, Coretta Scott King, has been added to the staff of 
the SCLC at an annual salary of $12, 000. Ralph D. Abernathy, 
its current President, is to receive $6,000 annually. 

The above actions were taken at a meeting of SCLC officials which 
included William A. Rutherford, Stanley Levison, Harry Wachtel 
and Harry Belafonte, a nationally known entertainer. 

An unknown individual recently donated $6 0, 000 to the American 
Foundation on Nonviolence, designated for the use of Coretta King. 
This organization is a fund-raising adjunct of the SCLC and Wachtel 
is its Executive Director. 

The SCLC is unhappy with the unions and Levison has said that they 
must donate $250, 000 to the "Poor People's Campaign". 

At another point Levison is quoted as calling for $500, 000 from the 
unions. 

Belafonte, 
or affiliation 

Wachtel, 
with the 

and 
Co

Levison 
mmunist 

all 
Party, 

have records 
USA. 

of association 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958 Sec.3.6 
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OFFICE OF TH DIRECTOR 

ITED T TES DEP RTME T OF J TICE 

FEDER L B REA O I VESTIGATIO 

May 9, 1968 

BY LIAISON 

Mrs. Mildred Stegall 
The White House 
Washington, o. c. 

Dear Mrs. Stegall: 
For your information, I am enclosing 

a communication which may be of interest to you. 

Upon removal of the enclosure, if 
classified, this transmittal form becomes 
unclassified. 

Sincerely yours, 

"~ ~g~ ~ 
~Director 

Enc. 

This information is also being furnished 
the Attorney General and other interested 
Government agencies. 

SE:CRET 



SBCRE'r-

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

In Reply, Please Refer to 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 

File No. 
May 9, 1968 

POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN 

The following information has been submitted by 
confidential informants who have furnished reliable 
information in the past. 

The late Martin Luther King, Jr., who was 
President of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
at the time of his death, had·publicly announced he would 
lead a massiv.e civil disobedience campaign in the Nation's 
Capital in the Spring of 1968 in an effort to pressure 
Congress into passing legislation favorable to the 
Negro. King named this program the upoor People's 
Campaign." 

A source recently learned that Stanley Levison, 
formerly principal advisor to King and still active in the 
affairs of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, 
was in conference with some Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference members concerning funds for the "Poor People's 
Campaigno" Levison advised that he is working on a rally 
at Randall's Island Stadium, New York City, which will be 

S~CR~ 
Group 1 DECLASSIFIED

Excluded from automatic E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.6 
downgrading and NLJ 02-93 

,.declassification • By1'NARA.Da1elr3:92 
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