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l l .I 	 PROCfED_!NGS '
i 11 '' 
l
I iI 2 	 MRS. SOI101UDIS: J,tr. Flynt 1 you came to ·the Off ice 

\ 	 I!
l ' 3 of Education in 1934. Would you please des ~ribe what the 

I,l
I 

J . ,1, d 	 its princip ttl ~issionsOffice was like in ~nose a ys 1 wha t
I

~ 1' . .
:! 

~ 	
I 

I ~ I and responsibilities were, and then bring u s throu g h the 
!

i 
:: :"j 


I 
 .; :' G:· I ~. years Tiith the variJus changes in the oreaniza tion and your 

I I
I ? various duties, up to perhaps the present time. 
!I ; : ·1I 

:B 11 MR. FLY.NT: I have served
:j 

in the Off ice fo~ more 

'\ lg 11 

I
I than one-third of its total lifeo . I . joined .the Office of Ed-

I 

ucation in 193 '1 ~ o~-s inspired 'by the early' ye~rs of the Roose­
i
I 

Jfd like to des cribe myself as Secrctaiy Cohen11 
I
! velt program. · - . 

12 

I 

I 
I 

often does 1 as the r 
1
e sidual ·element of the · Roosevelt youths 

I 


i
( 1 3 q 
i 

still left ove r. 

I!
14' 11 	 l C 8-!L:. 8 to the Office by appointme~t by Dr. George

,,"
11 L. Zuck to stz.y six months , and I have b een here more tha n 34 
I 

16 
I
I 

yea rs. I don't think I would have traded this experience for
i
I 

17 
j 

a univei-stty life, which v;as my or5_ginal plan. I expected to 

I
18 ! be a r e search historian. Well, I~ve had 2 great many experi~ 

l 
j
I 

19 ences that I could have equalledo Jive never regretted turning 

a~ay fro~ university life. 

21 Perha ps the best thing I could do is to define tha I 
22 Off~Lcc o f 	 ~ducation and its his tory into certa in phases. I . 

You will perhaps recall, by re~din~ the origin~ l Ac~23 


}
I 24 which h~s b een on my ~all nnd signed by Preside nt Andrew 


I
I 


I

I 

I 

Johns on ~nd introduce d into Congress by n future Pres ident 

II
o. :f·F<Oo?.A~ ;:p:i;:r<: ::o. >. ! . ~: -

11 



( I 
I, 

/ 

LBJ Presidential Library 
http://www.lbjlibrary.org

ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT 
Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781]

More on LBJ Library oral histories: 
http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

' 1, I 
I • 	

i .
. I 

I · 

l a ~~~tyrc d futrre President , Ja~~s A~ G~rfie ld ~ But the 

. ! . A- b, . 1 d . . lJ. + t . "' . 1 Burer~u,I 	 I Of~ _llS ..1e orJ.g :i.n n. _y n.s a s."'u. J.s c:tca. ·2 -Lice Y/as es LL
! 

: 1 • jI I 

3 i and we c a n sny tha t ~nits first 35 years it essentially 

IperfOl'm~d this function: 

In the l atT '90's and eir ly b egan to unclm:"-.;. 

11 ' I 
' '

I 

r ij t a k e professional st~dies, first in the areas of hig~er ed~ca-1.:0 

. ! 	
J tion and internal ed~cation and after World War I, in var ious:.;? l	 1

I 

I 	 : ~ I
. ~- 's I\ other areas • 

I ' !
i 	

i
i 

The second respons ibility ~assumed by the Off ice ·
~ j 


j indeed \;?.s the function of distributing the L.and Grant college ·
10 
' 	 I 

11 
I
j funds to our ins titutions 1 a nd the third function assumed by 

!it wns that of . making studies in interna tiona l education.
12 I

I 

1 3 
I 	

The firs t amendment to the Act of the Office of Edu­
1! 

lj c at ion vPs p D.sse cl by the Congress in 1896 to ennble it to14 
II ' 

15 ,jstuciy interna tiona l educa tion ~. nd thus intr oduced it j_n to tho 

11 . 

1 6 	1J field of cor:1p:J.ra tive ech.1catj_o n o 

1 7 	 l I should s~y that this ph~sc ended in the early


I

1 8 	 !r3o's~ essentially with the beginning of the New Deal, ~hen 

1 9 11 the ty10 thi ngs h <> ppened: One , the National Vocationa l Edu-

I' .
20 l cation:;.l Prog1"'t..m.s were brought by l aw j_nto the Office of 

I 
21 	 j Education , and t wo, the action p1·ogrm:is fm." the new De<:1.l re­

l
I 

j posed cer t a in responsibilities on the Office of Educ';)~tion;J
2 2 

I
!But in the e 2.r ly 1930 is the Of fice directed the educational

23 ii

Iiprogr2.m of the Civilian Conservation Corps 1 the l.ite1'acy re­
24 

25 	l!move 1 prog1·0.u. o f the WPA, o.nd a number of other <'.ction progr2..1:2 
i

l
i 




LBJ Presidential Library 
http://www.lbjlibrary.org

ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT 
Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781]

More on LBJ Library oral histories: 
http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

·, ~ 

:'I :: 
' j 	 \ )

! :.' . 	 I 
~ ' I 	 i 
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( 	 l 

) 	 ! 
of .u.e tim6o 


1l
f I . 


~:i World Vlar II bTou eht the Of f ice · e:?.ormous respon.sibil~ 
. 4 

. -,·, 

i tfcs. Its progr~:1n r e ache d t h:tn ?.pp.ro::: i m=it ely a b :i.ll:lon 
I 


I I 


There \',::ts co;1cer n with voc~t j_cnal traini ng .i; 	 f Ii dollars a yc::tr. 

·i. ~ I for' ' industrial '\'.JOrkers, training ·fox· r~gricul tural workers·,fi
f , I
!\! 	 I . 

<I . 6 ·j 1oa hs to advanced stuc~ents in science and medicine 
1 

and a 
"· 	 I I 
I' ~I . v a riety oi othe:t' wa:rt:lme p:rogr.:i.r:~s which · turned the Office fro r.1 

1I .· I . i - . I 
1 8 ! its j ancient statistica l rcse ::i_rch B.nd stt1Q;i.es progralll to acti,onf 

g 1· '.' J : The close of World Viar I I, of course, the Office i 
. 10 11 receded, but it neveJ.• really went ba ck to its original missionh

l . . 	 ' ­
11 I1he lnte f~O's and e~r ly t50 1 s v e re a period o~ preparat~o~ 

( · jl 

12 	.l for future action pro~ra~so _; 

13 I 	 For exr.mple, in 1952 y;e sent up to the 
I 
I 

1 0: j ·p1"opo.sa l for a n a tj_onf:!.,.1 scholn 1"3 hip program, bi.rt it \'lf'Ls nO'~ 

,! 
15 II en?-cted. It gave evidence o .. things to come. 

· 16 ,, 	 'l"he educD-tiona l coz;;2r:uni ty wa s prepared · to accept thel- I 
17 I fact that the Federal Govern1· 1~ e nt wa s in education to sta y, I 

f 
! 

l 

I 

18 	'II and that a good Ir.any of the l~.. r go:r ent erp1"ises wore go:tng to 
i 

19 ! h~ve to be f:na nccd by the Fed eral Gove rnmento 
l }. 


I 

20 1l During the '5os-s you will reca ll ........ j.n fqct, during 

I 
! 


11 
 I 
21 IJ the :CiscnhG·:1e:;:- Aclminis tra tion :-- there we~ce m<i.ny futile cffo::tJ! 

22 !tO p :>. s s re gemn«t l Fed e:;:-r.1. l <dd bill, 'fllE:y dated, of course ,I 

j
l . 

11b r.t cl~ to the TruJ.~~n J'idmin:is t J"2. tio11 th e various T~ft bill 3 

lof 1947, 1949 1 vhile the y did not p3ss they czme ve17 clo s e
! 

2 5 	 Il~ nc1 set the t on 2 fo:;:· fut1~F e cf fore s ~ 

1; 
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I 	 We '.ve nt through a p e riod of c.pprox i rnatcly 15 years 

Iof 	disappointment, f ;i:-u s tr<:. tion, but h eavy action in attempting I 
l t 	 th O ~ ~ . l ~ E ~ t . • t . 1 ,., h -'":'\ ~roI! o 	 prep;cre . e i i ice o x ·nuca ion xor 1 s ro_c- anu t e .tee:­

i era l Gove_l. m!1ent fo:r .its role as n p : 1.rtncr with the , ta tes n.ndsIi 
·1 

! the higher instituti6ns in bring ing Ameri c a n education up to 

I 
i 

- I its prevent level nnd beyondo 
I 
I 	 It bec2Lle very cl~ar, I b ~ lieves to the AmericanI
I 

! ci tj_zens c ~S a ,.,~ho le th2. t the F'ede:c•a l Gove,;rnment 's superim..~ 

I 

I 
j taxing 	power was simply going to have to be bronght to bear 
I 
I 	 .._ • • ., "i on &..nJ.s 	 proo..l..en ~ And while we were never able in the late · 

I '40 's and the d ecade o f the '50 's to bring to bea r sufficient I· 
!! influence to ch~n~e this~ we were alw~ ys very close , and 
'I 

~ finally, in 1953, Tiith the enactment of the Na tiona l Education 

Ii Act, we 	r.1?.de the first major b r e;ikthro 1.gh,
! 
'1 	

I the x·efoI,e like to feel tha t tho second great phase !1 

j! of 	ths Office's <>.cti vity, r<'-nzing, let us say 1 from 193'1 to 'sJ 
II 
I! y;as th9 	pe1·:i.od o f incipient a ction, a period of drive, o:: 

j! cut c:~ 1;. d 	 thrus t t h:::.t ul t:i. 1~12.te J.y b:toke through with the NDr J\ t:' 

.I!I	 'l'l"ds sc;e:·:!S to u e to give a sort of thumlmail of th(~ 
i I

IOffice "s ph~,se ~ 'I'hen of course one might r emini.sce endlcs3ly 1
I 	 ., 
I 
; 

·lo ver the person~lities, over individua l per iods . I wontt 

!Jattenot 	to do so beca use of l z.ck of time , But cert<inl y the 
1l • 

!'. pe::-soi.12.Llti·2s of the Cc i!1miss:Lo11e:rs h~d r-. great c~ ,~ ~- 1 to do y,ri th . 

\!the schol::,r ly <:pp1·0<>.ch of the l a te '90 ' s and early 1900 's, 
11 

Ii 
,I 

of 	\i·i lli::;m T. 1!2.:n·is, the f«1.-,um; pb5 lo:::'.)plwr and disciple of 

http:pp1�0<>.ch
http:t:i.1~12.te
http:pe1�:i.od
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: i 
.. ·• I ; i 

i . 
. I 
I '. ! 

J.: I , t . 

6
( I, I 

I! 
' I J He: .... , the.state31:1anship nnd i magination ·of the Comm issionerI :~ ~ t .. I / 
Ir .l 1'! 

l 

ir 2 of _· · ~fnrld Vlo..1.. I, ( Clax ton ., Cornrnissj_oner John D. 
·1 
!" 11 .. :;1 

' 

.; 
I 

. 
! 

1! 3 Studei)~ker sorvec1 fo:r appro;~ :i_;:-12- "'C:ely lt1 yec:.1... s --- 1934 to '48 
0 

1! 

~ l He . ~ad a great deal to .Co with c~pitalizing on -h es e various 

'.l · b Imo;enents 1 many of which of course VJere unsuccessful. But 

!\ .16 the·y paved the way for the future, and with out them I think. 
Ill: ., ? 1 we .· :cou~d not . of course , have won through. the types of loGis~ 

1 . i!·.· 
' 1 


8 I 1at;ion y;e have in the . l as t ten yearz o 


JI ,9 I myself -~ 1 mir;ht add a little to the persona l 
! 

10 record spent eight years -- 1934 to '42 ns Executive I 
I 

-.. , 
·,I

I 

' ) j 
1 ~I 1 }f the office concerned ·w:ttll the various Ne?1 D2~a1 educat·toi10,I
" i"- 1•

( I12 11 

ii prog:·nns ~ :s::::::1: ~~h::P::x:::t:::i:::: ::::::c::t::: Corps. I013 'I~j 
14 1·executive in e:ff.ect ~ the executive officer of the Of fice . \ ! 

15 ~ of Educa tion concerne d vith judget, fiscal, personnel , 
I 

16- !I statistics~ , library, and so forth~ 
I 

l 


I then spent many 9 many years in the Division of ! .l? I 
! 

18 I Higher Education concerned with tho development of higher ed~! 
l 

19 ! cation pro~rz;.r,13, and ultili! ~--.t ely beca!1le Assistant Commission8r !I ­
20 ! for Legisl~tione I served ~bout five yc~rs -- 1961 -- I 

l 
21 J.becnme the Bureau Chief fo r the new Bureau of Research and 

I 
! 

22 l
I 

p:residcd over it for approxirin tely five yc ?.rs., 

( l 
I
! S:i.nce 1965 I h?.ve served :i.n the Offl.ce o1 duc~... tion2 3 1~ 
I 

J as As so~:!.~-te Cc::".Lr.liss ioncr f oi~ l~c]1_ c ~ t ion , r.n d ulti1!·:1.d.:c l -1 .,24 l 

I 

I be:;; inning this ye z;r 1 8-S D2puty As~ist:\.nt S :..-.cI·o ~; ...•Ty for 

http:As~ist:\.nt
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! ·.I 

7 

( I 

Int ernationa l Educ2~ ion in t he Office of t ~e Secretaryc 
I 

Now th::i t	 t s a quicl.. thumb:11 ,· j_ L Perhr-..p3 y ou might
7 1, 

want to question rn0I on so:-.1e of these you wouJ.0 like to h2..ve 
I 

filled OU.t	 a 

MRS. S0:00 XlDIS: Could you compare the fashion fox· 

developing the ND::.A legisl8.tion wj_thin the Office with the 

developr.1ent of, fo1" e xamp le, the ESE.A ....., the techniques fo r 

develop~ng ide~s within the Offic e , ~nd thcin building them 

into programs tha t are compatible both with OE ~s role as a 

partner with the Sta tes and the local .governwents and the · 

higher education conmmnity: and politica lly viableo11 

( 

was essent i a lly no different · The procc~s was so3ewha t dif ­a13 

14 fer ento 

In the first plz. ce, in 1958 we h :cd no l arge Liach:i.n­15 
1 

16 ery fo r legislative planning ~nd develop~ept ~ I h a d a sing le 

1 r: assistc nt 1 a r esearch ~ssist~nt and t~o secretaries o -·· ( 


1 8 'l'he pl:?..nning fo r thG ND:::~f1 T:as done by a joint 


I l1 S Cor,::.n:i. ttc~; co1~.sis t ing of p:... o:~e3siona J P '2opl0 dro,·wn fror.1 the 

0 "",.. • ~ 	 -, d .1 " ..1 "J:? th t " ~· .1...h ~..r. • I•20 Iz1ce 0 £ h ucac1on, ana scar£ a - wRs arawn xrom L -e Oi£1Cl 

21 o f Secrct r:. ry Folso~" Tlds Co:a:;~1it tc0 ~ y,·hich Assisi:f),nt Secre- : 
1 
· 

t n.ry Elliot Richr-.rdson se;.·vec1 , Un~e:r Secretary -- the Under I I
22 

{ 	 Sec,... 8 ..-.-. - ~ , , r:..·1:>. "l-••1r.:i.c3 f.l·· r ·,_-::- .z 't;-i·,·· o 1 t:l Hunt~ Dr o Lloy cl Block of _... v I '- J.. .) • \,;.· A 	 • "-' l ' ~- · ,_;;) ~ .l .\ • J •• {23 

2 4 

the · f~;.; ;·~ i s t 8.nt t o Sccrcto.2-y ToJ.:-Jm:1 LD.d r:ovl the J?rBsidcnt
25 

http:Secrctr:.ry
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) I : 
l. 
 i
I! ' 

I l fi. I 
I 

? 

) 
! 

8 
I 

I I 

( I 
I 

1 
I ! 

i o f 3 Uniycrsity of Connecticut ; Dr. Ernes t Yo Hollis, now'.1 
I I II . . / 

l sc1·vcd r.,s a mer.1b Gr of this Committee .. This v;as aU2
;i ., , ' l 


I ,..,. 
 co.,Llittee wldch w2.s intend e d to ch·a w from p1·o:C ·-:ssion ~-i.. 1 life 
' ~') 

·i .· of ,the V2-rious edu c ':'. tion' 1 r.ss ociatio1~s the idc::\s that coul(<l; i1 I 

t :~ " ii be put into viable legis l·.t:t ve p:i.clrn.g t-s. 
0 I 

.: 6 I It was a sort of incipient t:....sk fo:t"ce . It d-ew le--cI I I ' J. - - "'·l 
l .f Ii on ." '. outside Bembersh:ip -- virtuQlly no1!e, as a matter of fact 1 · 

\ I ll ! 
8 11 _exqept in ths form o:f liaise 1 ~- v1hereas :i_n 12-ter yea!'s we 

· 9 'I w~re able to form t ask forc es, such 2.s the (Hogdy) T<tsi{ Fortee 

10 in the early yo~rs of the Kennedy Adminiatration which re­1 

l 
1 - 1 sulted in t he first cffo~ts to introduce what is now the1- -'­

1! ~ 
( 12 ll EleI;12nt\:'try 2-nd Sccon ( -.--.. :s_"y :;-~ ''.t:c:~~"i:ion Act 1 ·which of cotF'S C wa s 

! 
i 

13 I not enncted at that timeo ~nd a later secret t nsk force was 

1 4 ii
I 
·one Ylh:i.ch future s_ec:cctary G:crdner headed, the mcmbe :e:ship of 

1 5 Ii \'lhich w:e.s never diVl.tls;ed . 0 -f cou:rs e, the (Hogc1y) Com'llittee 

1 6 i \1/r-s a public committee¥ nnd j_ts m8rnb er ;:,,; hip v1~.s well 1-.::nO\:n 

- I 
l'l ! a nd includ ed of course the future 

j 

i 
18 Ii the :i the Do~, l of Eo..rv~rd o

i 

19 So tln t the leg is 1~ t :i_ve 

20 onic in J.D58 to the very 12-rge st8, ff DO\ } available 

2.1 for planning and the ulti~~tc use of t asl: foxcc s to 

2 2 

{ 
I 

poli t ic ~~ lly ..,23 ,i 
' 1 

I 
i 

i Nonct1rn1c ss , thG lt ;-;-ison '.\'O :::l: done by t L e profe::­2 l:=: 
I 

25 1! 
I 

11 
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I _·1 

11 

l 	 9l 	I' I 


. I'. :'I ~ i I 
i


i I 
: 	 II 	 i 

I 

which
I 

led to the NICA ·1,\·ns eqlla lly as eJfective in milking11 
ll 
1 	

I 
2 l ide~s from the profess ion and in br ing in~ some pa rts of the 

: 	 i 
I 


, , I ,.. • l • ..1J 

:: prox css ion a o r!~ wi Lr•1 ns o0 

!\ 	 I 
. 0 	 ii The first di:Iferenco , the1·eforo, is that i.-1e were not · 

( 	 ·; -" 11 . I \ I 
;ju jl nc::.t rly r;o well 01·ganize d to do the job. 	 l 

t I 

11 I:·ii I! I 
~I 	 6·1' 'l"'he second is tha t 've had much less symp? thy in the I 
I':'7 1: academic con :mnity, with the v:<.r im~7 p a rts of the ND:SA than we t I 
.. I I 	 I 

l 	 l ' 
8 	 ,I 

111 

ultimately di d, £01· e ;:2.mp le, with .the Eler:!entary and Secondary, I 
II ~ ' . . . ! t d - . . • .)... h IT. . , ~ .. t . . • A - J • ., ] ·I 1' g 	 Ii .Gaucn:c ion :. c · 2.n vn-en L e -"' igner .bOUc3.· }.. On i'..C ~ p!>.r ciclu.ar .y ~ 11 

10 !I 	 The several titles of the NDM had lukev:arm Support ! 
Ii 	 t 

11 I! or even ho3tili ty. 6 :1ly t\'10 of the titles of the ACt orig in- j 

( 1 2 ll nlly int:r.'oc~uced by I::; or;u"'~:i.. vG j:_'e,...iuer:: t l8Q;i.s lation had w2.:-cr.1 sup-1l 

ll
1 3 ji po:_· t from the outs i'1e, Tl.ey were Title 5; the t:i_tle conce rnecl.I' 

1 4 !l with guidance nnd counse lling hnd the unqua lified sLpport of 
i; 
1! 	 11[5 ii the educ~t:i . ona l· psychologists z..nd of the P..me:t·ic8.n Associ~tion , 
I 


1 6 
I 
of Personnel Guid~nce Counselling. 


l? 	 The student pex·sonnG1 establis hment in the unj_ve:-" ­ lJ. G sit:i_es 1-:ere wa_'l:1ly s upportive of the orietnally wh'."t wa s p 1·0 ­
j 

19 t! 
l 

p cl:-.;ed to be a f; chol2.rship p:" o::.; x"'. ~.m 3 but which ultimately bec~.me . 

20 	Ii a J..o:tn progr~m ,
l 
l 

21 i 	 A good de~ l of the-- Ul tLrr:a t e ly, after the b i ll w~s lI 

I 	
I 

propos ed in the Congrc~s ~ vocation~l forc es got behind a n22 I 
I 

J 23 
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\ 1: 
: 10( 
I 

: .1 was !a ccepted by us for obvious pol:i.t .°.c a l :r. en.,;;ons , to rrD.ini I · 

i I

:I 2 !: trength of thi.s very Ptron..:; or £::an :i.'."r·;a-'don.o 


I 
1 

I 
3 i 1; ' . I thini' it c i'-n be understoo d \'.'h y tl e Jfatio:nal ...;r]u- j 

I i ,.., "' • 

i:: ~ I / ~-~::::~·:u::s::i:::
0

:x::::J.: :::b~:s::i:::o:t::rS::::: ::::::::11 
i . Ii I . . 
. · 6 . I t:~tors 1 end the Association of Seconda~y Schoci Principa ls ,· 

! , I 
· 
. { 

r1 
'z_ ' • 

I ·were not ve1 y y;nrtrt j_n theiJ.~ sup· 1 ·)o:ct of the ot: ·~ :(' tit J.es of 
-"' : vii 

·, 8 ll the ND~:~'\~ bsc~~use they h a d al-rmy~ sougr1-C a genm_.. n.I li,cde1--al air 
• I ·• 

11 ...... . ~ ' 
9 j program~ and we were just off of ten yeQrs of disappointment 

.10 l coupled with hope for a general aid program, or . at least a
I . . 

11 Ii progr2..1:1 supp o1·ti.ncs school co nst:!."Uc tion y1onlc1 b2 pass ed" So 
II 
l,11

:2 11 I think the y fcl t th :::. t v.iL~.~t they P.l·v:ays c r i tic:l.ze d ::.s a 
·1 

'; 13 ! c a tegorica l r..pp~,.cac.:1 to;,iir d::: Fede~:·al snpror t wo..s not in ac-
l 

1( 
1
1 CO!."Cl \'Ii th their vie";.'::; c; 

· , Ii 
15 I No -;,:1 1 as t:tne y·e-;:;.t on, h oY.7GVEH .,.. _ anothe1" five _ yea:r~ .. ~ 

161 the success of tho m::::-:A, its very political abil:i. ty, its I 
.. . . I17 I strong supporti~g funds, convinced lenders of public e oucat10n 

· -1 I1811 .! ector, pa rt iccclarly, tha t c a tegor :tcc:. l aid was the o,nly viab~ j 

19 JI . :,Jpro?--ch to l <>.:c·ze-r,:c a le Fed era' . support. And they c~anged · j 


20 Ii : round, so that by 1901, 1962, and 1963 we ha d much s.tronse;:· , 


21 I i.: ·l ·' ppor t :frm.1 the 1C A und tho School AdmJ.nistr .J.tors , ~he I 

. 22 . 8cond~ry School Princ:i.p ::t l ~, , and other ele;oients Y.' i thin the I .! 


J 
11 
12~-5 1 ublic scl!0ol e3tablJshmcn·~ o J I 
j 

2L'.!.: I 1'. ffi 3 c sm?o;:IDIS ~ 'l'lwn y; e could go t o tlw rcm.'n" 'l. l1i'.~~~1,..C ~L· 

25 J :• :.. the 0:7.n.co of Ec1uc<'.tion thl'0~1~;1 1 t:l :G " 8r.;::; , :i,o it chvolo ,cdI 
~ i 
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2 !J~ 
! 

,:r:~ 5 
ji 

!l 

a m~jor reorganisation occurred in l S·G3? 

I 	 i 

1'1:1.. FLY1 TT: I ·will b e (;lri. d to co:11ment on tho~c o 1H01.', ­

' :·~' :r" I nj.(;ht just parenthstic~. lly c; ·cy, I 9 m r.ot r eally nysel:i' I 

l• .· although I h >cve spent h <'-lf of my li f e as an e;,ecutive <'.nd 

n.dministro.tor -- I do not ha ve much of a tendency to emphas ize 

r eorganization as h~ving any ver y ~ocis ive effect on the sue­

cess or failure of l nrge-scale le~dership o 

I tve lived through reo1 ganh~ation of ·the O:ffi c8 of 
. ~.) 

Educ~tion on the Rveragc of approxinately three and a h~lf 

ye2~rs 	 fm... 35 ye8.rs, 2... nd I don't reJ..lly set very much store 

J.951, unc1c~i"' Co:,~1d~;s j_oner l~;~T·l J.icGy ;.~. th, 2. "'.cl one in the er\rly 


'~ ~: ,. 

u. c ~:· '55 und 8:i:' Co:T;1:i.ss :i.oncr Drc-rmc11; in 1962,, F~1 c1 r-:-... 


( ) reorga nizri.t :ion ·p1~:m c arr5.ccl cut by a cor,L-:i ' ttee f;:u1 I 

wi tli:!.n chr:.. ired by Dr. Ho:·!1cr. Bs B?.bb:i.c!ge 1 Jr o, now Pre3:tcc;:nt


1 


I 


1. 

My own concern fo r r~org~nization i 8 that· an office.
,, I 

, n g ht 	to b3 con;;t;\nt ly U11(~ 81' ChB. nge 1 nncJ ·whenever its 

~ 

prOl"l'J.'c. t~ ! 
l 
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\ ·: l I; a di s tinction bc t \1:een the t v·o in this resp c.. ct: I-~ li'rom a( I . :l l. :1· 	 I 

)I I
\l'l

1 1' :2 point oJ view o·? rcorganiz.?i.tion the 0 in.1~ " committee made very 
! I.. 
I ,, ·, I 


S lj.r;ht cha_n [;C from lr32 1 an cl tha t c h ..nge \'.'J.S not, ill my juclc;­
l 11 / j 11 


• 11 : l 

i'. .·j ' /'_ \' :ment l to tl10 r.ood e 


\ !. (" ! 

The r c :i. J. dii fc r c l1cc bctwcGn e t".r ly reorg.::i. n:i.zations 

I
r1415 i 

; i' l 
and th8,t of the uinl:c n coT:i.mittee is th~ t the enormous growth 
.!, ,.'· !1'6 ·I 


1 · 1~ II 

·1 ' I 

I ~ i assisted by o thex·s ~ to brin:; in a ns·w and vita l body of 


i 

younger people, into the Off ice of Educr.tiono 

9 I 

I personally f eGl that the growth of off ice pro­

10 	I 

I grars , their nttrRct i ve ness .t o profcss iona i pc~sonnel outsj.de 1
11 	 I 

I 
a s e~3e o~ ctit nnd t~r~~ t e~gendored by Co~aiss ioner Keppel,1 2 	 i!
( 

I
ll 	
I 


13 ·n 	 I 

· 1 


tot2 1 pu:cpo:;e I am ve:!.."Y r;;n ch in syr1l .X'... thy with-- I do notHll 
II 	 reorga nization created } ., "'.>1 + 11 c. " -i r·., ,. " I
feel tha t the structur~ l ~ ~ v ~ ~-

15 11 


thu t of 19G21) :
1 6 	 !! 
r 


17
 
11 

II 1:1ittcc :cec~o:Lnz it c.Dd putt in~ it b ~~.c~( prob?.bly the yg:-.. y it \'m.. s I 

1 8 	 II 


ll :i_n J.8S2o19 	il 
p 

As 	 I s v.. id I ' ve livcd thr ough !L'J.ny re01."gf).niz a tions 1
20 i! 1 


, I! 


! 
:f:t:o::1 within, do '18 by po-i v<>.te c;:·g:>.ni ;~<:tions from withou t" ldone21 	 '! 

I thin\: tln .t t~1e b est .of th0m on p~por ia~.s tha t of 1S62 o It
1
.'22 

l 
1
 

! SG:t thr;; Ol" '7' "."1.ni ~~ ~, t:i.m1 st~uGtU j.'C :i.r..to i.\ p ::-'.tte:en th-,t ef:f cc ·tj_ ~.;elr1 
r ,;:) I
2L

fitt ed it:3 1n ·ogr;:: 1n. I do not f;e-c g :c c :· t r~to~: c by t h e nin~' "2~-	 1 1 
Ii 
p cc!-..: :~ :1 ""..:tce zs ~.n c:<01· c:l_s c in 2..onin:l~; t :c ?vtive r11' \. n a s c;nent .. I s ot •

2 !~, 	 I ; 
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i ' . ·' I, . . 
' I i' 

\ ' :. ; 

\ :i 

( ch e-:.nze 

~ 
~ nd mo~c of profe 2s io2 n l life in t he Office o ! hdu~.. 

Now, t hci·e wi lJ b e many s.-~ <<f:f tn(o ~•lb<J;:.s \'tho vion 't a 1- j 

?..g r ce '.V ith t i-i ~ t~ 2r:. c1 m~ny p eople ·r.rho h :~ve s0rved 10110,;... ­

I . 
\.16 I happen ~yself to agree ver y strong ly with ito I feel LI~-~~~ "'-'1: .._:l

' I; I 
17 I ena b led u s to bring · a sense of vit~ Jity nnd gro~th~I . ii 
'· · 11 · \ I 
' r~:: ~! Jfo-..-1 , this Yi2,S cionc fl. t C0113 idera bie cost and a gre:;~--~ I 

:9 II d er{l o:i' wea r and t e ::c r on t!10 p e rsonnel, \':hich in my judg;nent 1 
: ' !1 ' - h ­

110 j v1~~s who lly unnocess B-~cy ~ P.. nd h a d t here b ven a more philos oph:i_c · 

! ' ,i ·11 Ii attitude, ~ ir.ore cons iderr,tc ntt i tuCe t 0J:en to•.t?.l' 1.s the humnn I 
( 

' -_,_ ~~ !I b ~d n 0' (". . r · ":\;:;. · ·:-11 A -_.. l · · · ~ c.~ ....-.. ~, 0 th_~ '\.'.: . ... ~ ~1, .. ( - · _(d ~ 1 (' •:: ·-:.· ~ . "' ·"l f e· , C> d - , o.f ~ - '1 ~ :- { . ci._r ~ ~ ll '-~-- .t ;_;, ~ ,.:>·.l L . -.... ,./_,_ "" ,, •• __,.._.. . .> ~.J Q \. . •· • .>..IV j >-; \.; . !;. -..., - - - - ~ ~ - - IU~ - l 

Ii I 
·1 :'. ii· snilc:t•cd , i:;:ght not h c.ve b ec'n nece::; !3 ~· '-'Y. , 

·-1 1,~ jl 0 .n ti1e o·~h e1" h ?~nc1 1 the raove its .:l f was nece;.:~ ~5:,--..ry 1o 
1 

1 ~~.. 11.: 

./-- ._ Pe:·•h ~ p-:· son G o :f my vete2" ;,~ n colJ.ea c;uc;:} w:i.11 not agree w:tth me 1. , II 
. ' 

..-- -- ·-' 

1 6 H a.116 I kn-~Y/ th ~~ t t h0y dcn 'to Bu t I pe-·.,s or~2. lly feel th~,t i t ,·,·as~
il 
I,::J. ri time to cl--:. 0:,\:~0 th0 Ch ). J"C\Ct e:~~ ; .mode C':.!"lC1 tone o f the Offi ceI! 
ll1 lr} Ji . ' • J • • t l J ,.
I! ol l:O J..-C to give ~ t and 
11" ~ 

-re~_.. PXJ.0:1:::; ,. P~).Ve 
1 cu : a n.c1 cnrus·c 

1 

,.. j J..j.. f e, 
I 

1 9 I Jil. "U F . ~ 1 r~ Q ..l f ·r (~ 0 -:-1·11" C'.' ,_,-j ·:- }~c11+ C'.'.,-, :'. r.\ 'l <,70;:1,.~.I.~ ~. 1 ~1 As I sc;.id ~ IJ ~r.....-·.. "" .l - .., •.J ... __ ,_,, · · - · ... ~ . \. v ••}.__, . • " J \ -..;;. .. ~ 

jl l 
·2() Ii l"(~ ~: z-i.rd the \ ·iG:-'. r <i.n.d t e?.X' ~s GX C (...5C'j :tveo Nevertholess , ~he 

~I ­
i 


21 i . ' :;} -l!.1~ st i 1 J h ::. ::~ to b2 cb ne ., 

I 

C0·~1l c1 we r;'") on 1 then ) to 1vha. 
\ 

t I-;: ind~ 

Ch;:-\. ;J:C y c>u s t :1.11 thi ~1~~ tl10rc 

J• + .....oI of .. "' ....) 
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I J !, 
/ 	

11 
I 

. ---~ 	 i ~ 

1 J,IR • FLYNT: 'rhe O_" f icc 	 the( 	
') 

: ! .. ~ ,: 2 , o f ie ,_·y r<Cpid i:;rowth, 1900-- If I r ec".11, jus t to give s ()mo 
I ' l JII I ,: ,. : 

'. 1	 ~· I'..: c c:- s ~·-rative d c:.:t.8. in 19S3 the Off ice h;id a buf.get of about 
1 ·:-1 
•\ ' II 
! jt' /t ; <> cJ' r,.! -, 1 j onI\ lj yUJ • .•J...L• . ..l" 

I: 	 ! Ii . 
: O I 

I 	
. ·' ,,, i 	 Ten years l a ter, in 1963 1 it ha d ~ budeet of app1 o xi;- ­

t I!\ l I m<>.tely $656 million, These are almos t e xact figm:·es. Three 

er 	~1 .Li ice has 1 ::I o:r,. •;'.• 11I ·r 1 y e:--:.rs 1. 2 t ·"' · 1e OJ:! ,, . 1t..1".:J.. c. .2- buoge·i,.... ?.,pp:i:·oxina·ce• 1y 

r::.' 	 j' i $4 billion, Obviously we h .· ,'Jen 't bs.en able to e;~psnd $4 bi l ­

l i 
9 \ · lion 

1 
b 2 c ?.l".S e of c ertn.in reduct ions 5-n impoundment and the 

i 
I 
J10 effect of the Vietnrunese ;a r and cutbac~s on expenditure. 

l 
I 

1! 	
~ 
I 
I~-J~ l, I But i::; a more L.c1·er.se th:i.n ~ny p r cg1·<«.. 	 ,­., this rn.pid 	 outside I 

Ii the mil:i.t f,ry th ~t t I h~we l:nown i.n j j_ (>)~i ,1?!. l co:nc~ iti0113 ~ 

tl 
1 3 	 ;; the Public He~lthj 

! 
14 ! C1,chieved fl, buc~~ct ..·- A scn:i.or profes!:donal service oJ. very · 

: 
i 

J 5 . ! ad;.. ired co J.lc2. r;ues in the Dc:)"'rtr,~ent fo:c moro th;;.n 30 y ea1·s 

-~	 1l: .,] r1 0 	 .. · ..r.: bl J l "'?,...goin~ IrGi«i Gt. sr:1:_}, J...· ~ u c (;C~ o:: e .':"'G t~u o.n !:'. hu .H1rea• 1-:L illion 

l '7 ­ 1 doll~. :cs to fou1" billiun o The Off i ce h ~1-s had to ncco:-nplish
I 
!

18 	 I 


j 


19 	 ii lion c1oJ.J.~rs to $4 billio}i y,•i thin le::;:r-;; th~,\n tel1. ye~.rs. It 
! 

20 l h~ s h~ d to go from $600 miJlion to $4 billion in s omething
I 

21 	 1! 

n 9 I! 

~ ,, Ii 


( 23 Ii 
l!,~?.( 
jl 
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' : \ : I
I I i 	 15 
.·I , I 

I '. \( l 	 I 
I;i i I on a fo :crnu l '-l g:.cant ~as is, some on a p r o ject b :.sisc 'J.'he shce-1" t 

\ Il 	 . 
J 

·,fl, . 
.1. 

2 I J·o· "o o ·r-...._ c.-..'-' ~11·t _.....• ,..:.._.• c +_..,_,_ -1 11~,'Y, r ,~ ~ nr]·- l"i.'l '.'~n_ >?•, ..,. t_.,-·~, .J..;.Y'\: ri0 · +i..iv.l ! . _,:;,Q c"1c. .1 J.~ · 1~ • .,,..,, o-11." . t_ _,_;. c.;c, 1.ll,.:.-..1.,,_J ~ -'-p •·n ~ ••.. 1·c-e:; ..r· 1 ~.- ~~:~ , I 

1 ' 	 ' ,. 
I 

1 

! 
1 

' 

~ 	 ! : 

,. 

z, of coui-,, e , r,::>.de 1~1'.lnt.p;c;nent the nu,,1ber 01 c obj P :; t i re. 
'. f	 ,, 

<~ 	 The o ~rf ice h:~.s [.; n:!:fcre:d f ro:-.-t this cnph~~sis () 
; · ; ; 1·; 

·1' I 
I: I . 

; i. 5 1; critical of ito I think if I -r1ere Co~t:rdss ioner or 
Ii l' I 
i 11 I 
.1[ 6 . l of 	it, I would have not done different ly. It haGj however 1 

I III''Ii.' I 
·1 ;; ! 
·: 17 I! l e ft u nsolve d one probl~n0 The Of J ice is now very short of 
, I 	 11 

! 
8 pr o:fes sior..:. J. per;:>onnel of real distinction the sevc:t•2..l 

l 
i 

I 9 l disciplines, 	 to the past oI 
I

10 	 Vic no longer.... .,. Yle h~ve ezpe:et man.~ge1 so 

ii 
11 	,,'ll people who are very r,ble i:n terms of running their 

il( 	 .J 
I· but ·we 

ii13 l v;ith h 2..r d .-.. cove:·~ publicat ions to their \'i e certB.. i nly 
i 

ih~ven l?t l ns t thre~ yeD,:i~S .., 	 I 
I 

So 	 I think the n r::.-'. 7:-t forw2~::.'d concern of Ccm.rn.issions1 _,J~ 
IlG or y;hoc.ver. el:-:3G will be in office a nd the Secretaries of nrw 

- <a J
I 
. 

y/j.11 be to bring the Oflic c~ of Bduc~':tion up to the s~~1ne 	 I 
18 p:co :l'c szio~ia l leve l ;:,nd st ;o.tus, fo1· ex.::w.ople, th ;" t the Publ ic 	 ! 

I 

-.lg 	 1l 
Science Found~tion enjoy, I 

. i 	 III 	 t : 
which y;c c1o iwt no-r/ cnj oy ~ 20 II 

I INo-c,,,, ~ v1ith to th3 O.ffice 1 it h~.s h :..1.. d a dif,,... . I21 	Ii 

!l


221! 
23 v olvec.'i oI: 

\i2
 
t1 .
1i!
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-·~-- l"rrr- - l :. · ' 
l11I: 

•. 1.\I ;::: ; ~ .. 
1:: 1

11 

l j;: l 
16\! .' i 

L f It .. ; 1 	 I 

per~orce, becaus e of the moo d and tone of the country, ha dl ·:. !\ - · i · 

l :r 
1	

2 to ~mphus :Lze socia.11 

I 

ed·ica tion J.cgisl~.tion which h~s had he...vy 
11 'i' 

l I : 
: ! ' 

soci.al :i.mp lications ~ We've be come concerned with the ghettoI ·	 ~3
' \! I

1 
1:. 

I I· l 
school, the unclerp1·lvilegcc1 , with the h :>.ndicappea.~ I , ~ ~ 

- i. iI ": 
! i, '. ~ I 	 \

' l ;i ; j 5 Conpared io the 2...:DY.i., the subsequent legislation ; 

! 


1· 1.1 ,G 
· 1 excepting some parts of the Hie;her Education lcgisl~ttion, has 

!1 11 . l
!lf:I? I had little emphasis on qu<>.lity, on intellectt1al qu :::i. li ty of 

:\-1 s". ill· education. The O:ffice needs now to turn to perfecting legis­

9 
I lation, or to drawing up new ~egislition which returns to some!· 

'10 	Iof the emphases -- especia!.ly, l~t's say, Title 2 0£ the ND:8A,l 

ll 	ITitle 4, Tihich stres~ed intellectual excellence, 

I 
1 2 j! . None of our Pl'Og'l'D.i' !Z tod::-.y io: tl·e:::s intellectm•. l e " celi 

.i. lence,· o i-· ev0::.1 a ckJress t he.'. <-:i e l ves to the p r oblem. No"rv,, thol~"· 	 I . 
14 	·i l fact. tlmt the Office is a pc.r t of the Depc-.rtment cf Health, 

15 ,j! l~duca t:ton, and Welfa. r e of cours e has u 2c1G it a pa.J.:·t of the 
I 

16 lIYielfare orbit in-=.~ ensibly, r\. nd the C-:)z:·~r! L:~ s ion of J:ducation 

17 	 j have not been able to withstand this tremendous er.1phas is. 
! 

1e 	IIt's been n-eecied e I do not question its utility c I sirnply
I 
I 

19 j feel t h=?~t the Offi ce in futu1~e has to lind a way to stress 
I 

20 	 !quality,, 

,

21 	
1

of education, loo~ing Ii 
I 

22 	 ito the d~y ~hen education will be used as a 
I 	 means of bringin~ I 

\em· icilr,10nt to the lives of «11 ci t:i.zen3 j s ,23 
I 	

of course, very 
i 

Q: ir·-ud~ble2'1 I 	 B~rt eC:uc 0.. tion hrt.s a p l 1.w.:i.l obj ective in An~er:tcnn 
I 

i ...... 
25 llociecy. 

Ii 

http:especia!.ly
http:qu:::i.li
http:socia.11


LBJ Presidential Library 
http://www.lbjlibrary.org

ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT 
Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781]

More on LBJ Library oral histories: 
http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

1 I 
i l : 

i 	 1:
' I 
I 	 i'l 

\ i 
1 the l ~~st hundred y 0[1..rS , s :Lnce educri.t: on beco.n~~ t iidvers ~tl . 

( I 

I . 11 ... 
2 Nevcrthelc:.:_; ;J 1 it also ne::;d.:; to h ave the n eed to · stress qua ~.rc ~1 .. 

I 
i 

3 	 the Off ice o f E~~ cation isn't . th~ 
I 

·I 
II 	 II 

in l y ecJuc r1.tio:r1al voice in l ane! . It i s , ho~ev8r 1 t he voi~e<· i: 
Ji 

5 !i 
l • 

6' 	 I suspect that qua lity at the classroom level, both ·; 

!. 
Ii 

I. 
in schools ~nd colleee.s, has not p?.rticularly s _uffered by

j 
7 	 I! 

I'. 

il 
. 1 

this l a ci-;: of em...nh:;i, .s is o ·f cP1
..... '-'

!"1
• 
1;-~ .J-

*-·p h'l.r t~e 0-L'.!. ~..; c~ · But if itI 8 	 P · - l- J J ~ J. - .L.. \ ' e .' 
:1 

..., : {) ;I 

0 ll v1ere to be con-i: inuec1, I think it.I .n : .· 
" i 


I 

' ' 	 1. ....... . 
 1-0 . I 

I 

I 

would d e finitely suffer~ 	 of' 
I 

- f I 
•!

11 I
I 

· ~edera l gl'a nt money requiring pl'' 03:J:2L~s t o be or:iented toy1arc1
t'ii 
ll

12 •! the underpr :J.vilcge d 1 the h D..ndic~-~pcd i with nnch less emphztsio ,
ii 

i' 
o! 


1~5 11 on t he t~~ppinG of the el i te ~ tudsnt a nd nurturing thn t 
:'­

· 
I
.!
: 

II1 4 student on to grea t cout~ i b~tion, c~nnot continue fo rever 
i! 

15 ii 
:! ~ithout h ~ving it affect ~u2lity at the loca l levol o 
I! 

1 
·-

r
0 

11 	
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