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Edison Dictaphone Recording 

LBJ--Sorensen 

Jun~ 3, 1963 

Tape l of 2 (very short) 

LRJ: --give to the President it he wants it. I don't think it's good 

to just give him an H [?] and try to--

(Interruption) 

--perhaps get Bundy in c-ivil rights and, see, have a bunch of 

Dernccrats speaking cons ntly in the Senate and some in the 

House, leaving the Democratic Party with an image of anti-NE-1gro. 

Now, I don't think that necessarily needs to be. I think that 

\'/e g•)t to do our home1,1ork oefon" \ve send a message, one, and 

we can't do that unless we spend some time on the message. 

Two, I think we ought to exchange some viewpoints on what 

legislation we can get--

Tape 2 of 2 

LBJ - -wh:::n he talks, say, "Now, I don I t want to come here without 

talking tour constitutional rights. We're all Americans. 

We got a Golden Rule, 'Do onto others as you would have them 

men i;1to batt·1e [ order the ;;;;,n 'l'lithout regard to color. 

The_y c__~ 0:n'y our tlcrJ ·into fo:d1oles. The f"':'Jro can ao that, 

L do th~ 

;1t places; they eat. 
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I'm going to have to ask you nll to do this thing. I'm 

going to h0v2 to ask the Congress to say that 1·1e 1 ll all be 

tre:a t,'.'!d \•1i thout reg a rd to our race. 11 

I b2l·ieve that he 1 d run some of the demagogues right in 

the hole. This aura, this thing, this halo around the President, 

everybody wants to believe in the President and the Commander 

in Chief. I th·i nk he'd make the 8a rnetts and the i•Ja ll aces 

look silly. The good people, the church people, I think have 

to co~e around to him, not the majority of them maybe, but a 

good many of them over the country, and it v1ould rea·11y unify 

th-2 r:.::.rth. H2 1 d be looking then1 straight in the face; not 

lecturiig to them as a father but what his responsibilities 

were as President. He sent these boys to Vietnam, and he 

didn't say pick out the whites and say whites only. I'm tel­

ling you they 1 d be out there by the hundreds of thousands. 

S: I think that's a good idea. 

LBJ: I 1 d do it in San Antonio. I'd let a Mexican congressmijn. I'd 

just show them that there 1 s not anything terrible about this 

tu:)1r:·~~;s~ That h~re~ ri~1ht in the heart of the southland, 

you've gct a fellow who's father and mother were born right 

out of this country and h~' s in the Congress. I'· ci let hfrn 

intnd1ic2 hi;,1 1·1i th that v1hHe suit on und every television in 

1\,,;2r·ic:, foY' mc1ybe a fifte:en-rninute stop at a spac2 rnPdical 

cenb•,'. Th~y'd tal:< tv10 nrlnutes on thctt, maybe seven rninuh:s 

on f.:: 1~:,ic1. I think th;tt 1·1ould ':-2ep in befor2 this thing gr2ts 
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do2sn 1 t over. 

£:c=~ts ·it up b~f'C: and ever'y rnan---it 1 s just 1ike ,: n1c.,1ifesto, Ted. 

E·12ry 1Y~r·son l1cts to sign thv.t. r.:.~rdf2sta or h2 1 s ostracized in 

his O'.-in cor,::unity and h,':! 1 s defe0.ted. NO\':, the President has to 

go in th2r2 1·1itho:rt: cussing anyb,Jdy O"r' fussing at a.nyb,xly 111ith 

a bunch of conore:,srnen sHting ther2 lis~ening to him, and b~ 

th2 l~2d2r uf th2 nation and rr:ake a moral commitm;~nt to th2m. 

Th'~Y c2n 1 t insult him for doing it. tlot in a 12cturn form but 

in kL:c! of an info,:r.J ti o~a 1 f on:1. 

t~ss2 Nogr02s want. Th2y v1ant th 01t r::or21·1 cortrni trnerit, and 

you ,;J;)t to ha'/2 your b'i"I l, tco. But I thin'.< v12 run the risk of 

touc:1i~D oi"'f ab.Jut a three- or four--rnonth debate that \•Ji'Jl kill 

his •Jrc::!l 2:;nd inflc1rn2 th2 country and 1·11ncl up with c1 mouse, 

I think it rr2ans t:1Jt sc;r>.~ spc~cific prop0s;1ls 

; 

, ·Li;:.-::n rF..',1ch a concl!i:.;ion i13 to all of us lining up 

t's cioing t1rount! the ri~;ht end. I don 1 t think 
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d I 
. 

·i Ii k ~ T ;·-, :~; 1-_1 ·1 .J n 1 t h 

pl2.ce.. T hell with confronting those peopl2. But I think he 

may~e fatherly. He should stick to th~ moral issue and he 

sh,:;·-11 d do it without equ·i 11oc:a tfon not ;:i_s a cle,11on trying to 

punish a child, bt:t .. 

I knc'.'i t112se risks are gr:.::=t t and ·it mi ~Jht cost us the 

uth, but those sorts of states may be lost any~ay. The dif-

·1 s if your Pre'> ident just en:Corc2s cour·t decrees th2 

Sou i:h \,11 ·1 ·1 F,:e 1 it's yi 2·1 ded to fotc2. But ·if h2 goes dmm 

st2t.2s the rn:::irc1l ·issue and 

th2 Ch:·LtL!n issue) and he do~::; 1 t fi:lcc to foce, these'? Southern·:::i·s 

zit lec·.st t hi~~ cour219~. They fe,-::~1 that tl1~y 1 rc~ on th2 los'ing 

Dn<l the ~1fJfJ:'"'r;::s shar2 one po"ir1t of viei:1 that's identical. They're 

t thE> v~rnm2nt is on th~ side of the Negro~s. 

fr'.~ ~,i2 1 n,: just phying polit·ics to carry Nev; York. 

' j ~~I, J 
•'IJII I think the South2rn whites 

The: r-legro·~s f::::21 and th~~y're suspicious that w::: 1 re just cio"ing what 

, ,_, to 

in~; 

throu)1 l islutic,,, and <l "Ii t:i:7:,, thing h2n' 

lfl'./. 
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st:.itc,cJ c!r'<:r;;1tic:1lly and convincin9ly, tht<r're not going to pay 

much utt:ntion to ex2cutbe orc:0rs cmd 1egislative r2co11:i~::ndations. 

They' re: go'ir:g to approach th:0~1:1 'Iii th skepticism. So .... 

S: I agi-·t:2 viith trnt und I think that's very sound. 

LGJ: Anj I think he's got to h1ve his bill. H2 1 s sitting over h2re, 

\·i2 
1 ve 9ot six months) vi·:-! h::i.ven I t pa~;sed unythi ng ! I th-ink he 

cJ:/1t to make:-! thc.'111 pass smr.c: of this stuff before he throws this 

thin9 out. This is just 1;1h(.tt the Repub.lican Party, if I v1as 

is \·Iha t I I d re,.::rn:,rnend the_y do. J\nd this is 

, ' I d .,s,~y · re ,01_n~J. Tr1ey 1 ro. sit.ting back 9ig9lin~J- HQ'te Javits 

v:2 :: civil war ~Jo·in~J on in the South; U;ey ri1ove Kennedy in and 

th2y cut off the South from him and blm1 up the bridge. Thi1t 1 s 

w~~~ th~y w~nt to do. 

If T \ic!tC: :(2.-:nc~d_y I \•;01/ldn 1 t fot the:n cal1 my signills. I'd 

\,;::_::; doi:1c; t;1cit I'd go ·int:) the South a tin;e or·t',10 rnys21f. l.Jhik 

t I'd put th2 R:::pub l i can.s on the 3pot Ly ina king 

he·:! l': ,:.:h h:: 1,;~m ts ,rnd I vm•Jl cl try to G111 in n:y southern 1eaders 

";;.y,; h<:'i"c: ,i·? ~JCJt to Jo it eith,:r in thi~ •:;1TcPts or in tht: CO'.irts. 

https://1;1h(.tt
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Cl_b,·, J--,) 

------· 

::-
0:' t';;J, bc.:cause thi.s \·mr·1,:1 Wilsn 1 t r;;adr::! in a <:fay. I--\iou·ld b;! sure 

thilt I ~iut a soo<l s0 l id prog·ta;-n, that I got the Reµub 1 i cans w·i th 

H:2 if I c,:;n s~:t tc~c'.iil, that I got my lead2rs \·11th me. Then w:12n 

I rnov2, I v1ouldn't b.:~ stopped. He 1 s c:.:.lr:~ady trieJ out this lit­

erucy bi 11 by th"is shooting fro:,1 the h·ip bush12ss. !-1211, they 

m~::ss:::d around there four or five days, h.1d .a little perfuncto 

vote and said it \•i<l'.> hypo.::rit-ical and disgrac0ful. Didn't you 

thin~ S(f? 

S: Last year? 

S: \/"-' 11, I 

LBJ: could 

we vr:n t to do and b~~ sure 

go ah2ad. I don't think we're at that stage no~. I told the 

think \(;;; could hJve do112 b-2tt2r. 

St:r·2 1s2 couhl hctv~, sure v:2 have. He b2ttt::r just St::e v;h3.t 

th,Jt 2v2rybody \·J,:H1ts to do it und then 

y:ui11 never hear a word out of me. 

S: ! thini.,: re.111y ~-;l,ilL it co;i1es cb,m to is this qm:stion of timing--

, 

subst;:inr.:(:. I thin:< t:1·is bill has. be:::n 901:,! over pretty car2Fu·I1_v. 

I think the ch~nJes we ~nde in it the oth~r day were good chJnJas. 
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th :_1 -:,. th -1 s - -

_., .Lt I I L_ 

/UU: I don 1 t i19(22 \0 i <.,n cna l. I dun' t knovi though., I rEtven' t seen 

it. But I don't believe th2 legislators agree with that becau~e 

I don't think t:1f:Y kno•l!. B~1t I think you ought to give a good 

de:ct1 of thow;ht to a concil·iation sort oF issue. Instead of the 

Att0rn2y G2neral or the district attorney being the conciliator, 

I 1 d h:w2 u trcined mind do it. I!d hc1v2 h-irn avc,ilable to every 

of thinJc: _yot1 can clo. You ought 

to g2t your tax bill passed inst0ad of killed. This Kenne:~ pro-

ha ei if you send this up hore. 

No 1::, I \'1:111t to m,:\ke it cl 2~:r, I'm ilS strow1 for this pro-

qy fri?nd. Gu c you wrnt my jud n t nm-1, and 

ht'-/.'"' 2:,1 a 11 go out und ti/I k about th2 Vice Prt!Si cL~nt ~:nd ho•,,; 

h2 i~, b2c~uic I haven't tulkeJ to one southerner about this. I 

r:::v":-n' t been abl 2 to ta·1 k to on2 executi 'I'':. man about it except 

T ~-
' 'I 

\'iitr1 th2 s0n::tor3, I Urink ·it \·:ould have b::~·n 900d if I hH.l. I 
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chn't curP. T'd ju:;t as soon bt:: ·included out on all these 

Vrin0s, but if at th2 last minut2 I 1 m supposed to give my judg­

nent'.., I'm 9oing to do H hom:-;tly as long as I'm around here and 

I'm going to do it loyally. 

I think that he'll be cut to pieces with this and I thin~ 

he 1 i l be a sJcrifici:l"l lamb. I think his program will be hurt, 

if it 1 s not killed. I don 1 t want to be extreme. We may be able 

. .,_to pc'\ss l l-. But I th·i nk he I s ent·i tl ed to rnore support than he I s 

got to 00 in with or that he 1 ll get after he does. I think the 

pn,::;;-Jency can uet H for him. I hcive spoken from t1ih1aukee to 

Chicago to fle1,1 York to Los Angeles to Illinois last night, and 

G:~·t tj1sburg and Dallas, And ,Johnson City, Texas, and I think that 

I k~O'r,j ,:ine thin9, that the Negroes are tired of this pc1tient 

stuff and tirec; of this piec2111eal stuff and '\✓ hat they want more 

th;:rn 0.nyth·ing els<=: 'is not an ex2cutive order or legislation, 

they want il moral co~mitment that he's behind them. If he'd make 

it in Jackson, Mississip~i it would be worth a hel1 of a lot more 

th~n it would in Harlem. 

I don't think that it's impossible to pass a good construc­

t1v0 b-;17 along the lines that you've got. I think it's possible 

to pJ':;:-; prct:ab1,v a stronger one. Elut I don 1 t think it's been 
, 

thonght throug:·1 .. The procedures, I've gben a good dPal of th 1Jught 

since ysi.: su99ested it go to Interstate one in the Senate. I sent 

it n,2r1~ Jnd ,Judiciary in the House. It 1 s a·lrnost laughable. 

S: I v1a<:: lau;Jhlng rnyself. 
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Y;:.s. You're not t s ·istic thmiJh, u.re you? 

l\ny1'iay, I ink w2 ought to hav2 that planned out, and we 

ought to kno~ thijt we got the votes to do it, and we can get them 

a who 1P lot tter before the rriessage than 1·1e do afternards. The 

mom2nt that message hi ts and every cru and evil influence in 

this country, plus all the uninformed, plus all the people that 

got a wounded air and a persecution complex, are going to be uni-

fied again the President. That oughtn I t be. H . ought to make 

it almost make a bigot out of nearly c1nybody that's against him, 

a high lofty appeal, treat these people as t\mericans. 

I said sorn2 of the things I sa·\d Gettysburg from nearly 

every train stop in trH~ South. I looked the1n r-ight in the eye 

and said the1n, and every reporter from Dorris Fleeson on was try-

ing to ',iatch me run from tlwm. Gut v,Je said 2m and they respected 

us. They knocked Lady Bird's hat off in DalL:1s, but by God they 

voted for us! If I can do it- --they ca 11 ed it corn pone and a11 

t kind of stuff--but the President can sure do it. When he 

does, decent people and the preachers, they'll come supp0rt 

hirr:. I've n into North Carolina this year at Jefferson. I've 

been into orida. N :ther place \vould th2y al101t1 Neuroes to come. 

I d, 11 I'm goi to come and I I m go·i ng to talk about their con 

stitutional rights and I vwnt them on the platform i•Jith me, and 

if you don't 1et them I I m not corning, period. 1
' By God, they put 

on both places, right on the platform and right eating wi~h 
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us, the first time George Smathers ev~r had dinner with them in 

St. Augustine. But we had th~n. 

I think the President co11ld do this in North Carolina or some 

place. I'd invite the congressmen and senators to be on the plat­

form. I wouldn't do like Roosevelt did to Walter George and let 

him get up and say, 11 I accept your challenge." I 1 d have him talk 

about the contributions that they had made and then I'd say, "Now, 

W9 ·have a problem here. No nation can--a hundred years ago in the 

Lincoln-Doublas debate, Lincoln said, 'No nation can long endure 

half slave and half free.' Now no world can endure half slave 

and half free and we've got to do something about it in our own 

country. Hmv \vot/1 d you 1i ke to be treated? Treat the other fe l-

1o~ the same way. I don't think you want.these people to go to 

un2r:ployrn2nt rolls in Detroit and Los Angeles. I think they 

ought to be trained here at home so they can earn a job like your 

children." 

I'd have that governor on the platform with me, John Connally 

in Texas. In San Antonio Henry Gonzalez introduced me. I took 

th~ Un 1 ted Nations do1,.m there and they said they didn 1 t believe 

th·is Vias the South because they saw fifty high school bands \vi th 

t1ro2s, Mexicans and whites all marching down the same street. 

Th,::y s,11,,1 f·ive hundrerl thousand people like a football stJdiurn and 

juc.t Si'i'd b·lac!<, brown, \,;hite, cveryth"ing in San Antonio. 

think television ought to see that. I think that's the place for 

him to irv:i:<e D Getty:;burg sp2ech. That's just a part of the space 

I 
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~edicin~ thing or as a part of space in Mississippi or as a 

µ:;rt of space in N21·1 Orleans. Then I tell you; it 1 n be a lot 

easier For Hale Bo~19s--any•day, Hale wi'll have already voted for 

his tQX bill and he'll have that behind him. 

Now, summarizing everything, I'd say the legislation ought 

to screened much more carefully, ought to be added to and 

taken from. I don't know, I haven't seen it, but tHat would be 

rny guess. It can be done. I've never seen one that can't be, 

and I think it would be a better product a month from now than it 

i S nO\AJ .. 

Second, I think he ought to talk to the Negro leaders and 

give them that moral corrnili trnent right in the hors;?. 1 s mouth that 

h ' to,,es going h2lp get th,::m off the·ir back. 

Three, I think he ous1h t to ta·1 k to Republican leaders from 

Eisenho\ver on dmvn, pa,·ticularly legislative leaders. 

Four, I think he ought to get his own team in line about 

1 ♦ .c ..cna1rmen 01 comrn1 s. He got Humphrey; \vhat the hell is 

Humphrey? He j s a wonderful man, but. we knmv he 1i ke Bob Taylor's 

goat, he's done voted. We've got to get some other folks in this 

thing to get that cloture. You got to get a good many of your 

w~ste~ners. You got to sit down with them, help them have a 

reason, 1et their p~~op le go to v1riti ng to them from Wyoming, and 

Montana, and Idaho, and some of these other places. 

Fourth [Fifth], I think he ought to 1ook the1;1 in the eye 

and say this in the South, not wrestling with Wallace, but a place 
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of hi c sin~➔ and ,1 time of his "'i1oosing \'ii the image of 

his choosing and l2ading. That will pulverize a good many of 

trEm. I honc~stly b2-li2ve the flegroes will appr,::ciate his appear­

ing in New Orleans, Louisiana or Jackson, Mississip~i and saying 

what I kn □ 'tJ is in his heart, they 1 11 appreciate a11 these damn 

things if you pass them tomorrow which I don I t think you 1 11 ever 

pas~ as l
·+ 

t- l
. 
S. 

S: Well, I think that's a good point. 

LBJ: So I 1,1ake a point, that you haven't done your homework on public 

sentiment, on legislative leaders, on the opposHion party, or 

on the legislation itself. I think it can be more constructive 

and I think it can be better vii thout any reflection on anyone. 

I don't know who drafted it; I've.never seen it. Hell, if the 

Vice President doesn't know what's in it how do you expect the 

others to kn01-,1 what I s in it? I got it from the Nevi York Ti!'l~.5-. 

and from that messa of yours this morning. I've never seen 

anything else. But that's the way Eisenhower took Part Three 

and Russell just ran him out of the White House balcony, because 

said, nr never heard of it, didn't knov,1 what was in there, 

they slip it in on me.'' 

My gc1':'ss is they'll be picking at this thing and they 1 ll 

hav0 seven things. I'd let them pick at it before I sent it up, 

arnl I'd find the answers to it, Do you fol lo111 me? 

S: I do, 
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LBJ: d ve Di k riusse l l sit dovm \ri -th Lyndon Johnson- I 1m not 

i1 la1tJyer. Bobby's be2n negotiating \vith him. 

I 1 d just new I got--and let him advance every argument he 

can and sure got the answers. Then go on and send the bill 

if you ivant to. But I would make them show eve.ry card they got. 

You kno\•/, they forced rr;e, this Javits group forced me to give a 

cornmi nt to p-ick civil rights in 1960--you remember that, before 

the convention? 

s: Oh, 

LBJ: That 1 s the worst mis we ever made because it killed all the 

oth2r programs. We couldn't g medical care; we couldn't get 

v,/£:ge and hour; \•J~i cot1ldn 1 t t anything else because we divided 

our furces, split thrnn pieces. And we pdssed the Civil Rights 

Bill, but we killed ever,ything else that \ve had. And we v1ere 

prostrate 1,,1hen we came back , Kennedy nnd Johnson. I'd pass 

my progrr1m and let Mr. Javi go s tra ·i ght to he11 . He I s not going 

to win this election between nm•1 and ,Ju'ly 1 or September l. And 

v;hen I got my bills--

( Int2rruption) 

--bills pussec!~ by that time I'd be ready and I'd have a plan, 

I'd have a pr0grom, and I've have the power behind it. And it 

would be ev~ry Cabin~t officer would know what 1 s in it and be for 

it. And 2v2ry north~::rner, including Republicans, would have to 

be for it. I would have already pulverized the South p well 

rnysel f. Th~y can't attack this President, 
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But I'n t:211 you, when he sends this mes; they 1 re gofog 

to coine running out there and Howard Smith is going to be in the 

lead in one place and Dick Russell in the other place, and they're 

goi to sit q:rietly in these appropricttion committees and they 1 re 

going to cut his outfit off and put it in their pocket and nev2r 

mention civil rights. So I'd move my children on through the line 

and get them dovm in the storm cell er and get it locked and key, 

and then I'd make rny attack. I'd tell the Negroes what I'm doing. 

Well, maybe I'm wrong. 

S: I don I t knm11 whether the --

LBJ; Bu~ you asked for it. I could go into a good deal, and I think 

feel-jns1 the Negro has in this country. I've been talk-

; d good many of them. Bobby came "in the other day to our 

Equa·i Er1ployment Committee and I 111as humiliated. He took on 

Hobart and said about Birmingham, said the federal employees 

weren't employing the~ down there, and he just gave him hell and 

sa·id, 11 t,Je got t1·,enty-six jobs for them. 11 ~Jell, obviously the 

President and Attorney Genera 1 can get h1enty-s ix or bt,1enty-

i f they te11 them, "Put them on." But the only "v-iay we_ 

cc:: n te 11 them is ta them from the civil service register and 

they're presi tial appointees and we can't.make them do any-

ing. ;:i1though we had urged thern in a letter in March~ ur1eas0, 

this rneant siness. The President ·insisted it be done. 11 i~ell, 

we did it. Gut I don't believe, I believe those twenty-six will 

cost us fo the long run, I think thnt \ve got to say to those 
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southc1rners, "You dun't 1-iant to send th2s2 pf:ople to Detroit and 

Los J1r:u2l2s and go on the relief rol1s, you v1ant them to vmrk and 

make thefr own living, stand on their mvn feet. So \ve're going 

to give them j We're going to do it in the labor union; we 1 re 

going to do it in the federal government. 11 Then I think they 

will. But only the President I think can do it. When it got 

through, the committee came around to me and said, 11 Uen, it 1ooks 

1ik2 there's a great division in the admin·istration. And i,1hy 

don't you do th·i s in every city like you I ve done in Birmfoghain? 11 

I said, 11 1 cun't very \'1e1l ask the Civil Service to do something 

t--the laws already provide they'll do right, and I can't say 

that the President's a man that's not doing it. [?] Now the 

President can. 11 

If they want that done l' 11 sure love to do it in every city, 

Montgorni::-::ry right on down. Now, :1e' ve ca 11 ed every large ernp layer1 

in twenty"five large cities and \•te've said to them, ''Please go 

out pri ·1:1te ly and hi re your max number of Negroes. 11 But you 

know what happened in Birmingham. Fourteen hundred took the exam, 

ei ssf.:d it. Only forty of them all i,.✓ ant to come to 

Wash~ngton. did it right here at Howard. A hundred and fifty 

were screened. Eight were qualified and only two we could finally 

on tne job. The same thing in Chicago, three hundred and fifty 

examined. trouble is that our school system has been unfair 

to them al1 ., e year", and they're not qtia"lificd most of these 

places. 
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We've got training programs going on. Why, in Los Angeles 

got a hundred graduated last week. I went out there and spoke 

to them. But I can I t get it in the paper. Had every aerospace 

manufacturer in California present with a hundred graduates. And 

they're semi-skilled people that all got jobs when they come out 

of this technical school that they're graduating from. Van Kimble 

[?], president of Lockheed, president of Northrup, president of 

Marth American, every one of them. Now that 1 s what 1 s got to be 

done al1 over this country, I v:ent and spent.ten days getting up 

a letter and urged the Secrett1ry of Labor to send it out a month 

ago, to every labor union saying, '1We 1 re going to get a report 

fro;:, you and see if you're complying \dth v,hat you said." He sent 

all this stuff out and the labor unions are not. We're going to 

have to bring some suits. The .l\ttorney General has got the pm,1er 

under that executive order to do it. But I think the President 

ought to te11 them b ·· ,:ore he does and say to the South that, 1'Here 

you got 35 per cent of the people in Birmingham are Negroes, but 

you have~ 1 t got one in a single union in Birmingham. So I hope 

thf~y'l1 t:ike them in. If they don't, we're going to have to ask 

t 1;ttO'.'rl'~.Y General go into court and go to the National 

Labor Reli!t·;ons Board." Now, you knov, \•Jho \<Jrote that provision in 

the executive ordfir on authorizing the Attorney General to go in? 

Dick [(u sell. f,1nd I think you can -they ~-1ant these people to 

\iOrk. You knmv ~..;ho helped on Lockheed? Mr. Russell. It's got 

the best E'11 1p l oyer record 'in the country, because, by God, he kn2vJ 
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the President wasn't going to give him that contract if they 

didn't employ Negroes. That's the loudest language the President 

can speak. Do you follow me? 

S: I sure do. 

LBJ: I think it would be good for him to appear at Lockheed. He's 

looking at all these White Sands things right in the middle of 

Georgia and not say something they say, "I accept your challenge, 11 

but say, ''I appreciate what you've done here. You've been the 

beacon light for the nation. But you people don't believe in 

starving your fellow man. You think a man wants to work ought 

to h2v'2 rt chance to do H, so see that these unions let th2m -in. 

See t these ernp layers let them \vork. 11 And I te11 you these 

Negro,-~s ,,,Ji 11 be ivhi speri ng to each other; ''He iva l ked right in 

there and he stood right up to them and he told them the facts." 

And I think the South--! don't know much about it--but I 

thir.k they 1 1l respect him because here's a man of conscience. 

They think that they don't believe in anything that the Pope 

believes in. You know that. But they believe this man is a 

s-incc:::i-e nDn a he is a Catholic because he believes th,:1t's what 

c to be. And \vhen you ten them about Joe Kennedy and that 

Baptist boy up in Fort lforth going down in the same plane, they'll 

knock the darnn b·lgot do\•m thJt questions h·is religion. They'll 

do the Si:U::2 thing hf~re. But you ~;ot to put it to them and ~✓ e 

V(:n' t: . .ll.nd you got to do it in Georgia and Mississipp·i and Texas. 

I got as much of c1 prnb l ?:lil here as any human bei n9. They' 11 
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probdbly boo me off the p·latfor:n, but I'll be riqht there with 

.him. 1 1 11 saying H myself if he ~·iants me to, but I just 

don't tfrink. 

The only p2rson that's hurt by this is the President and 

the Democradc Party, if he does this no1tL He's played right 

into the Republicans' hands. They've done exactly what they've 

wanted to do. I got a memo from the head of the Civil Rights 

Comrni ss ion v1ho talked to a friend of mine. He wrote r:e four or 

five 11onths ago, and he said, 11 This thing is going to boil, and 

we're going to have in the streets and here's what Mr. Rockefeller 

·is going to do. 11 I told the President at that thne that Rockefel·ler 

\·13.s going to try to out-Negro our admi ni strati on just like he out-

N Aver(~n Harrin;an. He's going to lay it onto us and they 

a.re goir:g to try to rnake them take a position behieen the Negro 

and the South. We couldn't get into that position. I think that 

they're going to rnak2 us do it. But \•Je ought to do it our v1ay 

of their \-iay. 

S: [inaudible] 

LBJ: Suppose you senc it yesterday, Hell, you've got two bills up here. 

Where are they? I don't know where Smathers is, I don't know 

wbere Mansfi2ld is, but I 1 d find out where they are and I'd see 

\•1ha.t's going to do about those. If you ask me, "Should we have 

l s1nt·i on?" the ans•tier to these questions is yes. Should we 

have legislation subs ntially of this type? The answer is yes. 

Can it improved on? The answer is yes. Should we? Yes. 

What should we do before we send it? I'd say Republicans. one. 
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Public sentiment, tvJO. ThE~ South> three. Legislators, four, 

individually. Negro leaders, five. Then \vhen I got reddy to 

swiny I would go in for the kill and I wouldn't let anybody deter 

me or p~rsuade me. I slept on this couch I'm looking at for 

thirty-seven nights, but I produced quorums at two o'clock and 

four o'clock and that's what you've got to be prepared to do and 

might as well notify these \vives that you're going to have some 

unpopularity because they cussed me a11 the time. But that's what 

you're going to have to do because this crowd, they're experts 

at fighting this thing and we're not prepared for them. 

We got a little pop gun, and I want to pull out the cannon. 

President is the cannon. You let him be on all the TV networks 

just speaking from his conscience, not at a.rally in Harlem, but 

at a place in Mississippi or Texas or Louisiana and just have the 

honor gu~rd there with a few Negroes in it. Then let him reach 

11 Iover ancl point and say, have to order these boys into battle, 

in the foxholes carrying that flag, I don't ask them \vhat the'ir 

nar.:e is, whether it's Gomez or SmHh, or.what color th2y got, what 

religion. If I can order them into battle I 1 ve got to make it 

possible for the1r1 to eat and sleep in th·is country. 1' Then hm·J 

does everybody--he goes home and nsks his wife, 1'\vhat' s ~,irong i-iith 

this? 11 and they 90 to searching their conscience. Every preacher 

starts pre~ching about it. We ought to recognize that and put 

timn busy. l;hy? Because De,rn Sayre spoke up at my 1r0.e ting the 

other day, ho•.'! derel"ict th2y've been and \•:hat all he 1vants to do. 
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I said, 11 I 1 1"1 ju put yGu O'i\ a country circuit dght nm,1 and 

you can head south. 11 But you sa~•1 \>Jhat the Episcopalians did and 

I co1r:mended him for it. 

But the President ought to get all of his troops, and he 1 s 

entitled to put every Republican in there \vith him, every preacher 

in there v1ith him, every decent southerner in there with him. 

If l!e acts this way my judgment ·j s these leaders wi 11 a71 be 

against him b~cause they will be so poisoned. The newspapers-

the only newspaper that will be there, the Jackson paper and the 

and all of them, and they'll just hear one side of it. 

They' 11 say about how Bobby and Lyndon Johnson, the traitor, and 

t al1 they 1 ve done, and the poor President is just befog mis­

le<id, They look at him on television speak·ing dm~n there right 

from shouhier. They'll exariine their consciences that night. 

He 1 s got plenty of time to propose. He can propose right 

up to September. You ain 1 t going to get even started discussing 

it until September anyway. You got to pass your tax bill. You 

got to pass some of your other bills. September is just about 

time. You'll have so many night sessions before you get clo­

ture. So the only big problem is saying to the Baldwins and to 

Kings and to the rest of them, 11 ~~e give you a moral commitment. 

The govermnent is behind you. You 1 re not going to have to do it 

hi the streets. You can do Hin the courthouses and the Congress. 

Nm-1 let 1·s get ;~eady For that. Let this same energy go into talk­

ing to your people and l t·ing tlieir congressmen kno1tJ." You've 
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got some of your legislatures in session. You may have this 

situation you had in Florida and Louisiana. You may have it 

S'tJeep all the country, this message right nm•i. But if he pul­

verizes a,iay, \vhy, he 1 ll have as many voters on his side as these 

little legislators got on theirs if he tells them the truth. 

Because he's right, Ted. 

S: Sure. 

LB,J: But do you think 1;1e have exploited that personality and that 

office and that man and lead him to everything he 1 s got to give 

this leadership rno 11einent. I don't think v,1e've got any of it. 

S: We have to do a lot more of it. We're going to be doing it, I'm 

sure, all summer. I'm not so sure you have to wait and send up 

a bill afterwards though. 

LBJ: I don't think you have to wait. I think you have to do this 

other and as soon as you do it go ahead. But I don 1 t agree with 

1you it s been done. I think this is a Rep~blican time to send it 

up. 

S: The question is whether it's the Negroes time to send it up. 

LBJ: Well, I talked to the Negroes. I think what the Negroes want, 

un-less I misjudse th-2m. They 1ve heilrd about these voting rights, 

and 1 ve heard about these public facilities, and they've heard 

about king down the white signs on buses. But they know that 

that hasn't happened and they know the law is not going to happen. 

and know it's not going to be done in three or four months. 

What thev want to know is the President's own really at heart on 
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their side. I believe that they'd believe he is. They believe 

the Attorney General is. I think they believe I am. But I just 

v1ant to convince them and be sur2 they believe it, and then I 

vmu1 d get them soH:e support. This is the way I th-ink you 1 11 run 

it off. 

You might want to talk to Mansfield--I've never mentioned 

it to him--see what he thinks. I was informed that his plan was 

to take the House bill, commit it to Judiciary '>'lith instructions 

to bring it back within a month. Now, I haven't explored that. 

Gut I rather believe, just my hunch is, that vmuld be the best 

way to get it back. 

S: Yes, I think so. 

LBJ: If you take it up direct, you lose some votes because it hasn't 

be'" considered .. 

S: Oh, I agree. Besides that--

LBJ: If you get it to a committee without instructions you can't get 

it back. So it 1 s got to do that, and I wouldn't consider any 

other commi 

S: No: I agree with that. 

LBJ: Although. if I could report it out of House Interstate I'd do 

it, but I 1 ve looked at that and I don't believe you can. But!-­

(Interruption) 

--I'd do that and I v1ouldn 1 t consider any other comrnittee. I'd 

just--
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LBJ: I 1 ct do that zrnd I vJOul dn I t consider any other corrnittee. I I d 

jus -

S: Yes. No, I agree with that. 

LBJ: Although, if I could report it out of House Interstate I 1 d do 

it. But I 1 ve looked at that and I don't believe you can. But 

I would sure get the Republicans in on this thing. I wouldn't 

say that we 1 re in on the landing but we're not in on the takeoff. 

And if this is not warfare I don't know what it is. Arresting 

them by the thousands; they're killing them by the dozens. Carl 

ft.lbert said down there this morning, 11 i•le can 1 t pass an FEPC, 11 

can 1 t? 11and I said, "vlhat makes you th-ink you just to get the 

truth. "Ha 11 eek told me under no ci rcurnstances would he vote for 

it. 11 I'd let them see what these Republicans want to do about 

this thing. Because i,1hil e you get your message off tomorrow, my 

friend, probably Everett Dirksen and Dick Russell will be sitting 

around next Sunday over a mint julep with an understanding that 

they 1 re going to do a good deal more, Dirksen is. than you 1 ve 

asked, and that he hadn't been consulted and he's got a right to 

Ioffer more than you ve asked and that vii 11 .be defeated and then 

he wo,1't go along. Then he 1 11 go along with Russell. And he's 

made a bonk against you. I'd make a book with him instead of 

Russell rrnking it v1ith him. Didn 1 t I turn every moral force in 

this comrtry loose on h'irn? 

S: I think that's a good suggestion. 



LBJ Presidential Library 
http://www.lbjlibrary.org

ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT 
Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781]

More on LBJ Library oral histories: 
http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

LBJ--24 

LBJ: I want to talk to the President about this and about the 

supersonic bomber. Do you ~~ant to take one minute on thdt? 

S: Yeah. 

LBJ: There are thirteen government agencies involved. There is the 

same amount of jea·1ousy and envy involved "in that question as 

Roosevelt had with Ickes and Hopkins. I've never seen it in 

this government up to this point. It's there now. vJe finally 

got them all to agree that we would recommend to the President 

that we start on a program. We asked the Congress for a hundred 

million dollars. v/e asked for design competition immediately, 

and when it came in, we decide whether we ~anted mach·two or three 

and whether we should go on or not. We all think we should. The 

people who really know we should are Dillon and Harriman and 

H'l l aby and I think Labor doesn't care. The people i.vho question 

it, Commet'ce Department thinks it ought to be in Commerce. McNamara 

is just against--he has no need for it and I think pretty generally 

is against supersonic stuff. Last August he wanted to study it 

and he got a report from Rand. Last August he wanted to study it 

and got a report from Stanford and still wants to study it after 

a year. If we study it much more the British and the French will 

have theirs. Trip 1 s [?] signing up this week for six of them any 

way. I got McMarnara to go along and I've got Budget to go along 

with the understanding that they would add some more characteris-­

tics before they asked for des·ign competition, so I'm appointing 
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him on a con:rni ttee and he's m:-::e ng viith them in the next day 

or tli'JO. 

My judgment is thctt the British had the leader;.;hip of the 

vmr l d because they dominated the sea for centuries. We I ve had 

the leadership of the world because we took the air away from 

Hitler and \ve've had it ever since \ve took it away from him. My 

judgment is we ought to keep the leadership in aviation and the 

onlj way to keep it is not sit on your fanny and let the British 

and the French build rnach 2.2 and let us do nothing. 

S: I'd like to see a copy of your report. 

LBJ: ,;li ri9ht, it's in the President's hands. It's a tHo-page 

le I think he ought to adopt it and then he ought to send 

HaLiby up here and let Halaby testify to the Congress. Make it 

the same kind of message you sent on space. This is a far-reaching 

decision. If it were up to we alone I would go. I submit you the 

facts. You oughtn't to undertake it unless you plan to do it and 

if you do decide to do it I hope you'll not look back. Kind of 

the same message you did on space. It's a billion dollars. They'll 

ri.dicule hirn for it. They'll laugh at h·im, just like they do the 

space thing. But my friend, if he didn't do it he'd be in ~,mrse 

shape. So Dillon is strong for it; Harriman is strong for it. 

Budget, McNamara are weak although they agreed to go over tbis 

letter and I think the President ought to act on the letter soon. 

He's got to name one man to be the czar. He's in the FAA. 

There I s a pretty good man named Bayne [?] that I Si:Hv in these 
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conferences. Never heard of him. Don't know his given name. He 

wrote the FAA report. He's got brains and guts, vision I think. 

He might be the man, I don't know. But whoever the President wants 

ought to be se1ected tomorrow. Say, 1'No1t1 you go and present this." 

I think it's pretty irriportant because the p1ane people are buying 

them now. They can;e dov-rn and sho\'1ed Di 11 on their contract that 

they've already signed with the British and the French to buy six. 

They'll be doing more unless we show we got a program. That man 

ought to be named and the first thing he ought to do is get ready 

for his testimony on the Hi 11 and go there playing the lines and 

say, 11 Here, here is 1,,ihat vie're gofog to do. Now we want you to 

agr22 to put up some of the rnoney. 11 The manufacturers the same 

way. He ought to be an able~ tough negotiator. I know if the 

President asked me who I recommended, I don't have anyone to recom­

mend, don't know. Maybe Bayne is the man. I'd look into him 

awfully carefully if I were in the President's place but I'd sure 

urge a prompt decision, Just like I did in space in January and 

then A;:iril. ~Je're going to have a storm on it, but I think you're 

going to be proud of it t\venty-fi ve years from now. 

S: No doubt about it. I'll pass that on on the supersonic. I want 

look into _it myself. 

LBJ: They scheduled a fifteen-minute appointment for me today at eleven, 

and then as we suggested, twelve. I am not asking for any at all, 

but the President r1sked me this morning, "Do you have any sugges­

tion:;?" I've hilcl some exp.~riences. I don't want to spend a week 
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telling these newspaper reporters why I disagree, and I never do. 

So whenever he wants them, why, I'm available. 

S: t,Jell, I'll pass all this on to him, you can be sure. 

LBJ: Thank you, Ted. 

S: Thank you very much. 

LBJ: Bye. 

[End of Tape 2 of 2] 




