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Edison Dictaphone Recording
LBJ--Sorensen

June 3, 1963

Tape 1 of 2 (very short)

LBJ:  -~give to thne President if he wants it. I don't think it's good

W

to just give himan H [?] and try to--

(Interruption)

--perhaps gat Bundy in civil rights and, see, have a bunch of
Damocrats speaking constantly in the Senate and some in the
House, Teaving the Democratic Party with an image of anti-Negro.
fow, I don't think that necessarily needs to be. I think that
w2 got to do our homework bafore we send a message, one, and

wa can't do that unless we spend some time on the message.

Two, I think wz2 ought to exchange some viewpoints on what

legislaetion we can get--

N

=1y

Tape 2 of 2
LBJ --when he talks, say, "Now, I don't want to come here without

talking about our constitutional rights., We're all Americans.

We got a Golden Rule, 'Do onto others as you would have them
do unto you.' MNow I'm leader of this country. When I order

men fato battie T order the men without regard to color.

They carvy our flag into foxholes. The Nagro can do that,
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exican can do it, others can do i1t. We've got to do the

sama Lning whan we drive down the highway at places they eat.
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I'm going to have to ask you all to do this thing. I'm
going to have to ask the Congress to say that we'll all be
treatad without regard to our race."

I

o

elieve that he'd run some of the demagogues right in
the hole. This aura, this thing, this halo around the President,
everybody wants to believe in the President and the Commander
in Chief. I think he'd make the Barnetts and the Wallaces
lock silly. The good people, the church people, I think have
to come around to him, not the majority of them maybe, but a
good many of them over the country, and it would really unify
the Morth., He'd be looking them straight in the face, not
fecturiang to them as a father but what his responsibilities
were as President. He sent these boys to Vietnam, and he
didn't say pick out the whftes and say whites only. I'm tel-
ling vou they'd be out there by the hundreds of thousands.
S: I think that's a good idea.
LBJ: T'd do it in San Antonio. I'd Tet a Mexican congressman. 1'd
show them that there's not anything terribie about this
bysinees.  That here, vight in the heart of the southland,
you've got a fellow who's father and mother were born right
of this country and he's in the Congress. I'd let him
introdiuce hiﬁ with that white suit on and every television in
fmzrica for maybe a fifteen-minute stop at a space medical
center. They'd talk two minutes on that, maybe seven minutes

on fm=rica. 1 think that would seep in before this thing gets
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unonaes, T o man 1s put an tne posiiion alsost where na's a

President has to
at anybody with

to him, and b

tmant to tha

t insult him for doing it. Mot in a lecturs form but
in kind of an informational Torm.

he says, "I don't want to
you off wmy back,” and that's

1.

that roral cormitment, and

that will do wore to satisfy thom than your bill will. I mean,

Nt mweN et AR PR A s -k ~ ol - ) IR : PR Y -
his prooeam and inflame thz country and wind up with a mousa,

slative approach ougnt to

rawef

ba oabandensd, 1 think it weans thal somz spacific proposals
Tot more carefully than I've been able to
J
concinuzion as to all of us lining up

ng around the richt end. T don't think
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LT, Powoutda't hova hiw a0 GO Tnnea and neat L‘,{v?{ itace and . A

ne nzll wich confranting those peospla. Bubt T think he

cught to taik frankly and fresiy, rather understandingly and

to the moral issus and noe

may b2 lost anyway. The dif-
arence 15 17 yeur Prasident just enTorces court decrees the
South will foal it's yielded to force. But i he goes down

eye and states the moral issue and
face to face, these Southernsis
They feal that they're on the losing
nk the Southarn whites

view that's identical. Thay're

on tha side of the Magrees.

wo've just playing politics to carry Mew York.

nat we're just doing what

don't think you're going

of a solution. I don't think the Negroas® goals are

asing to be achieved through logislation and a Tittle thing here

o area or vote or somazthing. T think the Hegro leaders
are auars o What Negroes ave really secking is moral force
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Thay're going to approach tham with skepticism. So. . . .
S: I agraz with that and I think that's very sound.
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hava nis bill. He's

o

I2Jd: And T think he's got t
va'yve got six months, wie haven't passed anything! I think he

cusht to make them pass soine of this stuff befora he throws this
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an Party, 1f 1 was

this is what I'd recomnend thay da. End this i

%]

i

ey've sitting back giggling. Here Javii

S

ay pub on a few terrible demonstrativns;

civil war going on in the South; they nove Kennedy in and

i the South Trom him and blow up the bridge. That's

R ST N oL
what Etnhay went to do,

HE Yennaedy I wouldn't Tot thom call my signalts. I'd
nasy oy orodram, make them stand up and vote for b, Whila 1

into the South a time or-two mysaif. Unile

»

pot thz Republicans on the spot Ly making

Or 3T tosy want more, just let Dirksen say

how pneh he wanis and T owould try to call in rmy southern leaders
Lhat gob Locknaeds avound over the country and others and say,
“iiovt b v got Lo do it eithor in the strests or in the couris.

4

And they'rz going to do it in the strects. T can't =it idly by


https://1;1h(.tt

http://www.lbjlibrary.org

~LBJ Presidential Library

More on LBJ Library oral histories:
http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT
Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781]

LBJ--6

.

! . . NS | : NN - 3. N o N AT 1,
Snih VhE D Gl YOU raelolaini, Sonaiort Lok them chaw on 1t a aay
o

Lvould ba sure

lesublicans with

this shooting froa the hip business. Hell, they

sadaround there four or five days, had a 1ittle perfuncioe

vote and said it was hypocoritical and disgraceful. Didn't you

latl o,
Vali, T think we could have dons battoy.
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to do and ba sure tnat everybody wants to do it and then
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Attornzy Gonaral that, and 1T tall you that.

I inink wiet you say is vignt, I think wa've in agreemont on
aubsianca, I,thimk tois bill has been gone over pretty caratfully.
I think othar day wore good chanyas.
I think for and a miyimgn we can
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Rub the guostion i3 one of timi and T think R
Udon't agres.
. RIC SRR S N PR 2t e e Lo ESR +
S: ~=-thing 1s hot enough now 1t's prelty tough to--

T B S e -
T don't know though, T paven't seen

ieve the legislators agrees with that because

I don't think they know. But T think you oucht to give a good

Attornay Ganeral or the district abtornny baing the conciliator,

mind do it. 1°'d have him available to every

[ - } KR [T
tnis 1and Just as the froons ave.
S: Co, T egrez, T agroe
be . Tt 1y e g on ] - Tl ey SN S
LBd: @ think there arve a good denl of things you can do.  You ougnt

to g2t your tax bill passed instead of killed. This Kennady pro-

no dawn tha drain, and I'm afraid that's what will

1

1is up hera.

3 e L Ty, Fle o ~
make it clezr, I'wm as strong for this pro-
. - , —~ - LD e ] [ g > - . wy el
gran as you are, ny friend,  Bub you want my Judgment now, and

}h

R B P Al G KT I, T 2y o ~ NP ~ E 0 S
dontt owant to dabale thasz things around fiffoen man and than
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o out and talk ebout the Vice Presidont end

o
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ne ix, bocause 1 havenr't talked to one southerner about this, 1

ravan't been able to alk to ona executive wan about it except

ternay Genaval and you and Ken very boicPly this morning.
haven't sal in on any of tha coenferencaes they've had up hore

vith the sepators., T think it would have boen good 1F 1 had. 1
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don't carve. T'd just as soon be included out on all these
things, but if at the last minute I'm supposed to give my judg-
meats, I'm going to ¢o it hoaestiy as 1ong as I'm around here and
I'm goeing to do it loyaily.

I think that he'll be cut to pieces with this and I think
he'il bz a sacrificial lamb. 1 think his program will be hurt,
i7 it's not killed. I don't want to be extreme. We may be able
to ﬁasa it. But I think he's entitled to more support than he's
got to uo in with or that he'll get after he does. I think the
prestdency can get it for him. 1 have spoken from Milwaukes to
Chicago to Mew York to Los Angeles to ITlinois last night, and
Gatiysburg and Dallas, and Johnson City, Texas, and I think that
I know one tning, that the Negroes are tired of this patient
stuit and tired of this piecemeal stuff and what thay want more
than anything else is not an exzscutive order or legislation,

they want a moral conmitment that h

Y
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s behind them. If he'd make

i

t in Jackson, Mississippi it would be worth a hell of a lot more
than it would in Barlem.

L

don't think that it's impossible to pass a good construc-

i

tiye bill along the lines that you've got. I think it's possible
to pass probably a stronger one. But I don't think it's bze

¢ht through. The proceduraes, I've given a good deal of thought
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ggested it go to Interstate one in the Senate. I sent
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trere and Judiciary in the House. It's almost laughable.

S I vas Taughing myself.
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L. Yes. You've not that sadistic though, ave you?

Anyway, [ think wz ought to have that plannad out, and we
ought to know that we got the votes to do it, and we can get them
a wnole 1ot belter before the message than we do afterwards. The
momant that wmessage hits and every cruzl and evil influence in
this country, pius all the uninformed, plus all the people that
got a woundad air and a persecution complex, are going to be uni-
fied against the President. That oughtn't be. H- ought to make

3

it almost make a bigot out of nearly anybody that's against him,

a high loftiy appeal, treat these people as Americans,

I said some of the things I said at Gettysburg from nearly
every train stop in the South. 1 looked tham right in the eye
and said then, and every reporter from Dorris Fleeson on was try-
ing to vatch me rua from than., Bul we said them and they respected

us. They knocked Lady Bird's hat off in Dallas, but by God they

\

.~

oted for us! If I can do it--they called it corn pone and all

that kind of stuff--but the President can sure do it. When he

O

G2

U

, the decent people and the preachers, they'll come support
nim. I've bzan into MNorth Carolina this year at Jdefferson. I've
bezn into Florida. N:ither place would thay allow Negrnes to come.
I said, "I'm going to come and I'm going to talk about their con-
stitutional ;ights and 1 want them on the platform with me, and
you don't let them I'm not coming, period.” By God, they put

them on both places, right on the platform and right eating witn
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us, the Tirst time Gzorge Smathers evar had dinner with them in
St. Augustine. But we had them.

I think the President could do this in North Carolina or scne
place. I'd invite the congressmén and senators to be on the plat-
form. I wouldn't do Tike Roosavelt did to Walter George and let
him get up and say, "I accept your challenge." 1'd have him talk
about the contributions that they had made and then I'd say, "Now,
we have a problem here. No nation can--a hundred years ago in the
Lincoln-Doublas debate, Lincoln said, 'No nation can long endure
half slave and half frez.' Now no world can endure half slave
and half free and we've got to do something about it in our own

country. How would you 1ike to be treated? Treat the other fel-

——t
o)
Py
g
(U
193]
jat)

me way. 1 don't think you want these people to go to
the uramployment rolls in Detroit and Los Angeles. 1 think theay

cught to be trainad here at home so they can earn a job like your

I'd have that governocr on the platform with ma, John Connally
in Texas. In San Antonio Henry Gonzalez introduced me. 1 took
the United Mations down there and they said they didn't believe
this was the South because they saw Tifty hignh school bands with
Negrozs, Mexicans and whites all marching down the same street.
Thay saw five-hundred thousand people 1ike a football stadium and
they just saw black, brown, white, everything in San Antonio. 1
tnink television ought to ses that. T think that's the place for

him to make 2 Gettysburg spzech. That's Jjust a part of the space
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medicina thing or as a part of spaca in Mississippi or as a
part of space in New Orieans. Then T tell you, it'11 be a lot
easier for Hale Boggs--anyway, Hale will have already voted for
nis tax bill and he'll have that behind him.

Now, summarizing everything, I'd say the Jegislation ought
to be screened much more carefully, ought to be added to and
taken from. T don't know, I haven't seen it, but that would be

my guess. It can be done. T1've naver seen one that can't be,

and I think it would be a better product a month from now than it

Second, I think he ought to talk to the Negro leaders and
give them that moral commitment right in the horsz2's mouth that
he's going to help get them off their back.

Three, T think ne ought to talk to Republican leaders from
Eisenhower on down, particularly legislative leaders.

Four, I think hz ought to get his own team in line about
chairmen of committees. He got Humphrey; what the hell is
Humphrey? He’s a wonderful man, but we know he Tike Bob Taylor's
goat, he's done voted. We've got to get some othar folks in this
thing to get that cloture. You got to get a good many of your
wasternars., You got to sit down with them, help them have a
reason, let their people go to writing to them from Wyoming, and
Montana, and Idaho, and some of these other places.

Fourth [Fifth], I think he ought to look them in the eye

and say this in the South, not wrestling with Wallace, but a place
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of his chonsing ana & time of his ~hoosing witn the image of

his choosing and leading. That will pulverize a good many of
thzm. T honestly baliesve the Hegroes will appreciate his appear-
ing in MNaw Orieans, Louisiana or Jackson, Mississipei and saying
what I know is in his heart, they'll aporeciate all these damn
things if you pass them tomorrow which T don't think you'll ever
pass as it is.

S: Well, T think that's a good point,

LBdJ: | So T make a point, that you haven't done your homework on public
sentiment, on legislative leaders, on the opposition party, or
on the Tegislation itself. I think it can be more constructive
and T think it can be better without any reflection on anyone.

I don't know who dratted it; I've never seen it. Hell, if the
Vice President doasn't know what's in it how do you expect the

others to know what's in it? I got it from the New York Times

and Trom that message of yours this morning. I've never seen
anytining else. But that's the way Eisenhower took Part Three
ard Pussell just ran him cut of the UWhite House balcony, becauss
he said, "I naver heard of it, didn't know what was in there,
thaey sTippad it in on me."

My guess is they'll be picking at this thing and they'll

have saven things. 1I'd let them pick at it before I sent it up,

and 1'd Tind the answers to it. Do you follow me?
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LB T would have Dick Russell sit d@wn‘u;,h Lyndon Johnson~--1'm not
a lawyar, but with a Tawyer. Bobhy's heen negotiating with him.
I'd just say now I got--and Tet him advance every argument he
can and be sura he got the answers. Then go on and send the bill
if you want to. But I would make them show every card they got.

b know, they forced me, this Javits group férced me to give a

commitment to pick civil rights in 1960--you remember that, betfore
the convention?

S: Oh,

F
e

[

LBJ:  That's the worst mistake we ever made because it killed all the
ther programs. We couldn't get medical care; we couldn't get

waga and hour; we couldn't get anything else because we divided
cur forces, split tnem to pieces. And we passed the Civil Rights
Biil, but we killed everything else that we had. And we were
prostrate when we came back here, Kennedy and Johnson. 1'd pass
my program and Tet Mr. Javits go straight to hell. He's not going

to win this election between now and July 1 or September 1. And

vhen 1 got my bills--

-~b111s passed, by that time I'd be ready and 1'd have a plan,

d have a program, and I've have the power behind it. And it
would be every Cabinet officer would know what's in it and be for
1t. And every northerner, including Republicans, would have to
be for it. I would have already pulverized the South pretty well

myself. They can't attack this President
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But 1'17 tell you, when he sends this message they're going
to come running out there and Howard Smith is going to be in the
lead in one place and Dick Russell in the other place, and they're
going to sit quietly in these appropriation committees and they're
going to cut his outfit off and put it in their pocket and nevar
mention civil rignts. So I'd move my children on through the Tine
andiget them down in the storm celler and get it locked and key,
and then 1'd make my attack. I'd tell the Negroes what I'm doing.
Well, maybe I'm wrong.

S: I don't know whether the--

LBJ:  Bui you asked for it. I couid go into a good deal, and I think
I have the feeling the Negro has in this country. I've been talk-
ing to a good many of them. Bobby cawe in the other day to our
Equal Employment Committee and I was humiliated. He took on

Hobart and said about Birmingham, said the federal employees
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nloying them down there, and he just gave him hé11 and
said, "We got twenty-six jobs for them." Well, obviously the
President and the Attornsy General can get twenty-six or twenty-
six hundred if thay tell them, "Put themon.” But the only way we
can tell them is take them from the civil service register and
they've presidential appointees and we can't. make them do any-
thing. a?thoggh we had urged them in a letter in Marcn, "Please,
this meant business. The President insisted it be done.” Well,
we did it, Dyt I don't believe, I believe those twenty-six will

cost us in the Tong run. I think that we got to say to those
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southayriners, "You dun't want to send these p=ople to Detroit and
Los Angzles and go on the relief rolls, you ﬁant them to work and
make their own 1iving, stand on their own feet. So we're going

to give them jobs. We're going to do it in the labor union; we're
going to do it in the federal government." Then I think they
will., But only the President I think can do it. When it got
through, the committee came around to me and said, “Hell, it looxs
Tike there's a great division in the adwinistration. And why
don't you do this in every city 1ike you've done in Birmingham?"

I said, "I can't very well ask the Civil Service to do something

ot
g
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o
s 20

2 Taws already provide they'1] do right, and 1 can't say
that the President's a man that's not doing it. [?] Now the
President can.” |
they want that done I'11 sure love to do it in every city,
Montgemary right on down. Now, we've called every large employer
in twanty-five large cities and we've said to them, "Please go
out privately and hire your maximum number of Negroes." But you
know what haopened in Birmingham. Fourteen hundred took the exam,
eighty nassed it. Only forty of them all want to come to
Wasinington. We did it right here at Howard. A hundred and fifty
ware soresned.  Eight were qualified and only two we could finally
get oun the job. The same thing in Chicago, three hundred and fifty
xamined. Tha trouble is that our school system has been unfair
to them all these years and they're not qualified most of these

places,
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We've got training programs going on. Why, 1n Los Angeles
got a hundred graduatad last week. I went out there and spoke
to them. But I can't get it in the paper. Had every aerospace
manufacturer in Calitornia present with a hundred graduates. And
they're semi-skilled people that all got jobs when they come out
of this technical scheool that they're graduating from. Van Kimble
[?1, president of Lockheed, president of Northrup, president of
North American, every one of them. Now that's what's got to be
done a1l over this country, I went and spent. ten days getting up
a letter and urged the Secretary of Labor to send it out a month
ago, to every labor union saying, "We're going to get a report
from you and see iT you're complying with what you said." He sent
all this stuff out and the labor unions are not. HWe're going to
have to bring some suits. The Attorney Ceneral has got the power
urder that executive order to do it. But I think the President
cught to tell them b-‘ore he does and say to the South that, "Here
you got 35 per cent of the people in Birmingham are Negroes, but
you haven't got one in a single unjon in Birmingham. So I hope

they'1l take them in. If they don't, we're going to have to ask
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“ttorney General go into court and go to the National
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Labor Relations Board." Now, you know who wrote that provision in
the execuiive order on authorizing the Attorney General to go in?
Dick Russell. And I thirnk you can--they want these people to
work.  You know who helped on Lockheed? Mr. Russell. It's got

the best esployer vecord in the country, bscause, by God, he knaw
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the President wasn't going to give him that contract if they
didn't employ Negroes. That's the loudest language the President
can speak. Do you Tollow me?

S: I sure do.

LBJ: T think it would be good for him to appear at Lockheed. He's
Tooking at all these White Sands things right in the middle of
Georgia and not say something they say, "I accept your challenge,”
but say, "I appreciate what you've done here., You've been the
beacon 1ight for the nation. But you beop]e don't believe in
starving your fellow man, You think a man wants to work ought
to have a chance to do it, so see that these unions let thew in.

1

See that these employers let them work." And I tell you these

EN
wil

Negroa=s will be whispering to each other, "He walked right in
there and he stood right up to them and he told them the facts."
And T think the South--I don't know much about it--but I
think thay'il respact him because here's a man of conscience.
They think that theay don't believe in anything that the Pope
believes in. You know that., But they believe this man is a:
sincare man and he is a Catholic because he believes that's what
cught to be.  And when you tell them about Joe Kennedy and that
Baptist boy up in Fort Worth going down in the same plane, they'll
knock the damn bigot down that questions his religion. They'll
do the same thing here. But you got to put it to them and we
wyen' b And you got to do it in Georgia and Mississippi and Texas.

I got as much of a problem here as any human being. They'l]
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probably boo me off the platform, but I'11 be right there with
him. I'17 b2 saying it myself if he wants me to, but I just
don't think. . . .

The only parson that's hurt by this is the President and
the Democratic Party, if he does this now. He's played right
into the Republicans' hands. They've done exactly what thay've
waﬁted to do. T got a memo from the head of the Civil Rights
Commission who talked to a friend of mine. He wrote me four or
five jwonths ago, and he said, "This thing is going to boil, and
ve're going to have in the streets and here's what Mr. Rockefeller
is going to do."™ I told the President at that time that Rockefelier

was going to try to out-Negro our administration just like he out-

Negroed Averell Harriman, He's going to lay it onto us and they
are going to try to make them take a position betwzen the Negro
and the South. We couldn't get into that position. I think that
they’'re going to makz us do it. But we ought to do it our way
instead of thelir way.

S: [inaudible}

LBJ:  Suppose you sent it yesterday, Hell, you've got two bills up here.
Where are they? 1 don't know where Smathers js, I don't know
wheve Mansfizid is, but 1'd find out where they are and 1'd see
Going ga do about those, If you ask mé, "Should we have

legisiation?™ the answer to these questions is yes. Should we

have Jegislation substantially of this type? Tha answer is yes.

Can 1t be improved on? The answer is yes. Should we? Yes.

What should we do before we send 1t? 1'd say Republicans, one.
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Public sentiment, two. The South, three. Legislators, four,
individually. HNegro Yeaders, five. Then when I got ready to
swing I would go in for the kill and I wouldn't let anybody deter
me or persuade me. I sTept on this couch I'm looking at for
thirty-seven nights, but I produced quorums at two o'clock and
four o'clock and that's what you've got to be prepared to do and
mignt as well notify these wives that you're going to have some
unpbpu1arity because they cussed me all the time. But that's what
you're coing to have to do because this crowd, they're experts
at fighting this thing and we're not prepared for tham.

e got a Tittle pop gun, and I want to pull out the cannon.
The President is the cannon. You let him be on all the TV networks
just speaking from his conscience, not at a. rally in Harlem, but
at a piace in Mississippi or Texas or Louisiana and just have the
honor guavd there with a few MNegroes in it. Then Tet him reach
over and point and say, "I have to order these boys into battle,
in the foxholes carrying that flag. [ don't ask them what their
name i3, whether it's GOméz or Smith, or what color they got, what
religion. If I can order tham into battle I've got to make it
possibie for tham to eat and sleap in this country." Then how
d

does everyhody-~he goes home and asks his wife, "What's wrong with

-t
-~
s
%]
g’
w

nd they go to searching their conscience. Every preacher
starts preaching about it. We ought to recognize that and put
thein busy. Why? Because Dean Sayre spoke up at my meeting the

other day, how derelict they've been and what all he wants to do.



LBJ Presidential Library ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT More on LBJ Library oral histories:
http://www.lbjlibrary.org Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781] http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

LBJ~--20

I said, "I'T1 just put you on a country circuit right now and
you can head soutn." But you saw what the EpfscopaTians did and
I commended him for it,

But the President ought to get all of his troops, and he's
entitled to put every Republican in there with him, every preacher
in there with him, every decent southerner in there with him.

If he acts this way my judgment is these leaders will all be
against him bacause they will be so poisonad. The newspapers--
the cnly newspaper that will be there, the Jackson paper and the
They'11 say about how Bobby and Lyndon Johnson, the traitor, and
Qhat all they've done, and the poor President is just being mis-
lead. They look at him on television speaking down there right
from the shoulder. They'll examine their consciences that night.

He's got plenty of time to propose. He can propose right
up to September. You ain't going to get even started discussing

it until September anyway. You got to pass your tax bill. You

G«
(]
T
ot

o pass some of your other bills., September is just about

the time. You'll have so many night sessions before you get clo-
ture, So the only big problem is saying to the Baldwins and to

the Kings and to the rest of them, "We give you a moral commitment.
The government is behind you. You're not going to have to do it

in the streats. You can do it in the courthouses and the Congress.
Now let's get ready Tor that. Let this same energy go into talk-

ing to your people and letting their congressmen know." You've
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got some of your legislatures in session. You may have this

situation you had in Florida and Louisianra. You may have it

sweep all the country, this message right now. But if he pul-
verizes avay, why, he'll have as many voters on his side as these
1ittle legislators got on theirs if he tells them the truth.
Because he's rignt, Ted.

S: Sure.

LBJ:  But do you think we have exploited that personality and that
office and that man and Tead him to everything he's got to give

this Teadership movement, I don't think we've got any of it.

St Wz have to do a lot more of it. Ve're going to be doing it, I'm

w»

W

ure, all summer. I'm not so sure you have to wait and send up

jeh)

bi1l afterwards though.

LBJ: I don't think you have to wait. I think you have to do this
other and as soon as you do it go ahead. But I don't agree with
you it's been dona. I think this is a Republican time to send it
up.

S: The question is whether it's the MNegroes time to send it up.

LBd:  MWell, I tatkad to the Negroes. I think what the Negroes want,
uniess [ misjudge them. They've heard about these voting rights,
and they've heard about these public facilities, and they've heard
about taking ﬂown the white signs on buses. But they know that
that hasn't happened and they know the law is not going to happen,
and they know it's not going to be done in three or four months.

What they want to know is the President's own really at heart on
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their side. 1 believe that they'd believe he is. They helieve
the Attorney General is. 1 think they believe I am. But I just
want to convince them and be sure they balieve it, and then I
would gel them some support. This is the way I think you'll vrun
it off.

You might want to talk to Mansfield--I've never mentioned
it to him--see what he thinks. I was informed that his plan was
to take the House bill, commit it to Judiciary with instructions
to bring it back within a month. MNow, I haven't explored that.
But I vather believe, just my hunch is, that would be the best

way to get it back.

©2

S Yes, I think so.

LBJ:  If you take it un direct, you lose some votes because it hasn't
be«r considered.

S: Oh, T agree. Besides that--

1LBJ: i o

~h
<

get it to a committee without instructions you can't get
it back, So it's got to do that, and I wouldn't consider any
cther commitiee,

S: Mo, T agree with that,

LBJ:  Although, if T could report it out of House Interstate I'd do

it, but I've looked at that and I don't believe you can. But I--

(Interruption)

--1'd do that and I wouldn't consider any other comnittee. 1I'd

Just--
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S: Mo, T agree witn that,

.BJ:  I'd do that and ] wouldn't censider any other committee. I'd
Just--

S: Yes. No, I agree with that.

LBJ:  Although, if I could report it out of House Interstate I'd do
it. But I've looked at that and I don't believe you can. But
I would sure get the Republicans in on this thing. I wouldn't
say that we're in on the landing but we're not in on the takeoff.
And if this is not warfare I don't know what it is. Arresting
them by the theusands; they're killing them by the dozens. Carl
Mtert said down there this wmorning, "We can't pass an FEPC,"
and I said, "What makes you think you can't?" just to get the
truth. "Haileck told me under no circumstances would he vote for
it." I'd Tet them see what these Republicans want to do about
this thing. Decause while you get your message off tomorrow, my
friend, probably Everett Divksen and Dick Russell will be sitting

around next Sunday over a mint julep with an understanding that
§

thay'vre coing to do a good deal more, Dirksen is, than you've

asked, and that he hadn't been consulted and he's got a right to
offer more than you've asked and that will be defeated and then
he won't go along. Then he'll go along with Russell. And he's
made a book against you. 1'd make a book with him instead of
Russell making it with him, Didn't I turn every moral force in
this country loose on him?

S: I think that's a good suggestion.
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LBJ: I want to talk 1o the President about tnis and about the
supersonic bomber. Do you want to take one minute on that?

S: Yeah.

LBJ:  There are thirteen government agencies involved. There is the
same amount of jealousy and envy involved in that question as
Rocsevelt had with Ickes and Hopkins. I've never seen it in
this government up to this point. It's there now. We finally
got'them all to agree that we would recommend to the President
that we start on a program, We asked the Congress for a hundred
million dollars. We asked for design competition immediately,
and when it came in, we decide whether we wanted mach two or three
and whether we should go on or not. We all think we should. The
peonie who really know we should are Dillon and Harriman and
Halaby and I think Labor doesn't care. The people who question
it, Commerce Department thinks it ought to be in Commerce. McNamara
is Jjust against--he has no need for it and I think pretty generally
i5 against superscenic stuff, Last August he wanted to study it
and he got a report from Rand. Last August he wanted to study it
and got a report from Stanford and still wants to study it after
a year. If we study it much more the British and the French will
have thairs. Trip's [?] signing up this week for six of them any-
way. [ got McNamara to go along and I've got Budget to go along
with the understanding that they would add some more characteris-

tics before they asked for design competition, so 1'm appointing
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him on a comnittee and he's meeting with them in the next day
or two.
My judgment is that the British had the leadership of the
world because they dominated the sea for centuries. We've had
the leadership of the world because we took the air away from
Hitler and we've had it ever since we took it away from him. My
Judgment is we ought to keep the leadership in aviation and the
only way to keep it is not sit on your fanny and let the British
and the French build mach 2.2 and let us do nothing.
S: i'd Tike to see a copy of your report.
LBJ: A1l right, it's in the President's hands. It's a two-page
letter. T think he ought to adopt it and then he ought to send
Halaby up here and let Halaby testify to the Congress. Make it
the same kind of message you sent on space. This is a far-reaching
decision. If it were up to me alone I would go. I submit you the
facts. You oughtn't to undertake it unless you plan to do it and
if you do decide to do it I hope you'll not look back. Kind of
the same message you did on space. It's a billion dollars. They'll
ridicule him for it, They'1l laugh at him, just like they do the
space thing. But my friend, if he didn't do it he'd be in worse
shape. So Dillon is strong for it; Harriman is strong for it.
Budget, McNamara are weak although they agreed to go over this
letter and 1T think the President ought to act on the letter soon.
He's got to name one man to be the czar. He's in the FAA.

There's a pretty good wman named Bayne [?] that I saw in these
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conferences. Never heard of him. Don't know his given name. He
wrote the FAA report. He's got brains and gufs, vision I think.
He might be the man, I don't know. But whoever the President wants
ouanht to be selected tomorrow. Say, "Now you go and present this."
T think it's pretty important because the plane people are buying
them now. They came down and showed Dillon their contract that
they've already signed with the British and the French to buy six.
They'11 be doing more unless we show we got a program. That man
ought to be named and the first thing he ought to do is get ready
for his testimony on the Hill and go there playing the lines and
say, '"Here, here is what we're going to do. Now we want you to
agres to put up some of the money." The manufacturers the same
way. He ought to be an able, tough negotiator. 1 know if the
President asked me who I recommended, I don't have anyone to recom-
mend, don't know. Maybe Bayne is the man. I'd Took into him
awtully carefu]]y if I were in the President's place but I'd sure
urge a prompt decision, Just 1ike I did in space in January and
then April. We're going to have a storm on it, but T think you're
going to be proud of it twenty-five years from now.

S: No doubt about it, I'11 pass that on on the supersonic. I want
to Touk into it myself.

LBJ:  They scheduled a fifteen-minute appointment for me today at eleven,
and then as we suggested, twelve. I am not asking for any at all,
but the President asked me this morning, "Do you have any sugges-

['ve had some experiences. I don't want to spend a week
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telling these newspaper reporters why I disagree, and I never do.
So whenever he wants them, why, 1'm available.

S: Hell, 1’11 pass all this on to him, you can be sure.

LBJ:  Thank you, Ted.

S: Thank you very inuch.

LBJ:  Bye.

[End of Tape 2 of 2]





