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Unterview with ilenry Loomis, former

ofF Fducation.

ofore you leit the

n
i

—_— e

Harry L. Selden. This is an

dsyputy United Statcs

0frice of Education, did you

inow Stephen K.
MR. LOOMIS

uarantee it.

K]
eet him once.

2t a meeting in the

lecturers

MR, SELDERN:

quite some length, I guess.

=

LOOMIS:

'to you at

MR, That is correct.

MR.'SELDEN:
011t1ca1 Sc1onc» Ass

said you had read?

“R. LOOMIS: Right.

*IR. SELDEN:

to you and part

into' the 0ffice of Education %o -Efect.

Would ycu tell me, first gf all,
1

the Officc.
it vod 1

J K ‘

i .:Cd""i.he 04\.9 l

-~
\'

MR, LOOMIS: No. I will tcll you how I.c: nv to

I will tell you where_I,met him.

After you left the Office,

In it he has devoted some attention

t
i
iculhrly ta the chqnges you «- were brought [

- Had you decided to jOIn the Office befére you -

Bailey of Syracuse University, Mr. Lconis?
1 thnk I met hinm once, but I won't

I certainly -- I knew vho he -- yes, I dld

I mct him

Catskills where he had been one of the

and I had been one of the lecturers.

Te taikcd

And subsequently did his paper for the

atlon, Wthh I believe. you'

'I
L
I!
by

-.-.;.m'u..-a'.-'r-—.-ﬁ--:..
- g

how you came to-

.-_(
i

*
I
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P =I 1 : . . .

A tofesen. o ¢

oo B : &3 I got a call from Rufus Miles,who‘was then the

" 3 [l Assis 1ent Secretary for Administration for HEW, a man I had

4 ' xnown on and off for ten or fifteenm yecars and with whom I had
HE §
|

5 llbeen in friendly xivalry, trying to get space in HE& because

"6'|the Voice of America is really like & cancer and HEW only gets

"7l so much room and so we kept up a running, moderately friendly,

8 | but running battle on that score.

-9 And, when he called me up, I assumed that it was
loi|something about spacc or something like that. So he asked to

11 || come doun to see me, rather than the rcverse, which zmused

| {2 R
12‘ me. And so I said, "Sure". And so he came on down. Aiid

13 il he allewed that there was a gentleman by the name of Kerp}9

14 | who was commissioner of education who sorely needed a dgputy

15|Ito do the management and recorganization, et cetera, et cetera.

15 | ' And I said, "Jesus Christ, not me! What the Hell,

17 {{ T don't know anythin g about education. I never heard
18 Iwcll, I had heard of Kepple, but I didn't know him.
19 So it ended up th?t I agiecd to see hepplc ani

20 I gutlined his problcus, which were basically that he wasgg

211 2 hell of a lot of dough ewful quickly. That he h imscff

was not particularly intercsted in admin1qtrat10n and effen if

22 !
5z ! e wereo, he wouldn't have encugh time to do it end thatiiioyne
' ol 4
24 || Read was a very nice guy, but hgd no backbone or nanagc:lal
25 I drive. Now, Wryne's iden cf perfec tion was to Pap2r OViY
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flikd that. And it was clear that thcrc was 501ng to hnvc

nﬁ the Hill, that I was probably in'a better position to

_protect the Voice than unybody else. Just because of longevit

—
e

i , < ”
error so therc would be, “no flap", or "No fuss", or somcthing
. " i

3

} -_
to be an awful lot of fuss around there if the -- if that 97-
i : ; Ry =
- -or old machince was going to go in a different &ircqtion.
] $ !

v I
o 7

Well I told him that I was having ny problems in

. - ;
the Voice on a matter of policy control. That Iéthought,

4 ' I
since I had been at the Voice so long and had my own contacts

)

And that to me the Voice came first and thank you very much.
And that was in '64 end I forget the_month.

HR. SELDEN:  Actually you came to the Office. You

- -
o -

qu1uc the Voice in March of '65 o

MR. LOOMIS: That's right. This was a.good year.

_ 3 b
MR. SELDEN: _ : ; R
MR. LOO:IS: VYeah. I think it was a good ycar 2nd

I am not sure that it wasn't the fall of '63, ctually be-

'.

cause I == I judt forget the nonths, you know. Buf_anyway, I

yulnh 5t was probably the fall of '63 because it was the fall

cf}'64, I think -- it was &bout Novcmber, it may'posiibly

]

: . i

1ve been January of '65. It was, you know, in thereia few
3 - & :'

R

innths.

R

And I don't know to this day whether it was an
d-¢ident or wheother it was delileratlc, but the day after

442 head of policy with whon I had been fcui:ng, rcs:gned a-

tan by the naie of Ted Sorcnson, whe is thc grathcr of Ton

-‘q "
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.irll Soir zin. I got a call fron Frank, would I have Iuach with
4 !
2 . A 4 i
i 2 hial. @0, I'agreed to do that and he said that the same thing
i ke - F ;s :_ . .
8 exls;:d. I had wdebed him to go and lcok for somecbedy clse
;;4 LhC ye:; before. And he sa2id that he hed, but he hadn't
i . i
5 fouand anything that was Satisfacﬁory.'
"--f: ; P - L
T T - i
liI.,e Well, in the 1nto;vcn1nﬂ year I had cone Lo tnc
i
1 7 conc1u51on that I had OutllVLd ny use:ulncss with the Voice,
| ' | :
t . . - - - ks &
1 % fhat I was probably ro;e demaging to it than anyoune else would
Y- > ! 3 .
| 9 be, thﬂt they were so mad at me that if I said the walls of
P - -y .y > - ; : th
10 th;s roon were white, they would have said, “The hell they are
ka Y I
Il || they are black." You know.
12 And once thcre was that situation, I thought tbaL
13 |l for the homce s good that I ought to get out and I hadn't
14 .rcally thought of it that way bocause, entil he sort of came
15 i along. I think I weuld have cventually. I was getting maddey
15 || by the minute,. and less effcc’ ive by the minute.
ki g | So, we went throuch thi in i :
_ i 7ent througn this again by the numbers and
18 | I said, "All right. How the hell do you find cut about me,
19 | anyway?" He said that he had gone to the Civil Service
i :
20 || Commission, the Bureau of the Budget, and that he had decided
21 it that he wanted someone within Governm ent'aS'comparcd to zan
22 It educator and they head vecormonded me, end so forth.
23 | So, I said, "All right." The key to this issue now
24 1 1s Mr. Waynz Reod, "What a7z you goins to do about hin?"
25 | MR. SELDEH: How did you know zbout Reed?
T . REPDRTERS, 14D, !
]

More on LBJ Library ofal_ higtories:
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=Ny R MR. LOOMIS: VWell I knew there was a deputy and j
[ P iy |
| § g _ h |
5 I was being hired to do another man's job, you !
' P j |
P g betfqy find out what's hoppening to him. And it wasn't --
! l_l : i v :
"l g HR. SELDER: Did you know anything about Recd at
- i . & | ‘ .
5 || that time? : : 1 }
I : . | k i il
{ ig MR. LOOMIS: No. I just kncw that there was a .
s ) 5
:iY deputy with whom he was dissatisfied. I said, "All right. i
| P < 3 : i..s i 72 |
i g || The first thing I have got to know, ‘are you firing hin? Is : 1

o |l he leaving the Office? Vell, what is going to happen? And

j0 || before I mosey around this end before I really think about

v

11 I it, you better solve that onc. And you better solve it withou

1o || e in mind because if you can't solve it, there is no job:
b |
: |

It's better than to have anybedy have any idea that it is me

14 || versus Reced.  You clear the decks and then vwhen you hird nc,

15 || or Tom, Dick or Harry, it is your pyoblem. But you havg got
1 || to cleax the decks, first. And they ought to be well cleared

17 || in order to be before you start looking for

1g || other people, otherwise you hve got -- the new guy has fot

19 || RO chance. Otherwise anyone who likes Reed is by defing
20 || your enemy znd you have enough problems anyway."

So, he agreed to that and I didn't hear any ry

2]
about that for about a month, I guess. 8ix wecks or a
22
- Then he came back and told wme that they had established
rew job, leterzlly, and that Reed had been moved 1atcr:§1}
24
and had agreed to do it. And that the decks were clearEand
25 : !
would I now consider it?
AL REPIRTERS, HIL. L
L
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i serd man, an outsider-type. I certainly couldn't be and
vey :fcw others in the Office, virtuaily none in the O{ficc; 
cou {1’ be as cood as Wayne.

talked to the other -- some of the others. Most

-
a

And, by ond large, they were

ing lot. They were being very polite becausc by this tinme

.

the word was spread that I might cone, s¢ they wanted to be

sure the butter was on-the right side, but it made

apparcnt what the job was --

it really

'they were going to be h orrendous
A _ 5 _
f But I figured that I was -- the.question_was whether

£ T

to lcave Govo1nncnt and to say, “"The lell Wlth it, anyway,"

and do this on the way out and it was so horrlble that it ‘_;

b y ¢
souldvd that it \ould be plctty geod fun. So I went to

said just about that and said,

Frank and "Are you -surc that.

It's got to be

ant ne? DBecause it will be a shzke,

you v

a shake."

!
'

And, the point vhich he kept reminding me of, which

I wasn't that conscious of wntil I had been there a little
wvhile, was that'a billion and a half of the elementary and
dccondary was coming in sbout six wesks, which was going to

about double the budget to dca] with and therc vas absolutely

no machinery to deal with it at all.

MR. SELDEN: Let's see how we are doing --
(INTERRUPTTION IN TAPE)
MR, SELDLH: Thoe press, about the time you left

pretty dispirit;

ries:

/oh
|
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|

thc'OA they had a few things to say about your departure. 3

e

201 ad interested in that only in so far as it h*s any relev*nce
ﬁ.é 'rd the Office of Education. Did you find that tbﬂ repercussios
0o 5 : ; ’
_; 4 it 1T got in the way of your tgnurc-at the Officc? ;
y ,5-i : MR. LOOMIS:  Vithout question, it did. I will put
| 6" itéthis wvay. Hy.problems with'Lyndon Johnson go{ in the way.
?? Ho? much of that, with that speech, and how mach of that were
: :?IJPT%ViOUS things, I don't know; as ny flrst run- in with hin .
‘s '}_Qk.yaéibeen back in '58 when he wvas Sen 2tox Johnson én a matier
Q 10 llnfalvlnw his personal honesty and he and Jenkinsland I had

|
11 a,knock-down, drag-out, to put it n1ldly and I con51dc red I -
: g ! .-
12 i wvon it in that the contract that we had becn required to 'do”

13 was cut in half at -- that year. and ceased thereafter;: Now

14 % how much he remembers that, I don't know. i
An o ) « B i
" A5y | The specch, I don't knew whether you rezd it or
18 not, had absolutely -- a¢ least in my mind -- abso]utcly
e ! 3
v nothing to do with Johnson. I wvas concerncd that a specch
13 ftried to exznine impartiazlly and fairly the intrinsic problems
Wi -
of :ny Government oversecas radio and the real problem 1S how
: b
20 i to rﬁwor; diversity honestly and cifectively., And it tr%ed to
" E &
21 i exarfne that and, if anything, I think I was roughcr on “he
.; %) e
S !
22 ‘bror“cnsters than I was on the cthers and the analogy that I
i« a :

23 | usedfwas of the blind ren end the elephant,

24 i Kow -~ and 1 suppose the perscn that I was nost

25 annotid with was the policy peo e of the infornation a enc
; 1 1 g 5

?IEO3MEAS, INNE,

Speg—

o
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EREE T
i; aw. cwvirenlarly Card Rowen who hzd beea just -- in y judg-
 Th B P o .
i g S = . S T
Ei ! .mcﬂf, to»911y inept at uvndenstanding this instrument and they
3 :.'" ¥
! % \ -4 1 R ~aar * v A omnnr g > =
= hgu“a rapiecr &nd they were trying to use it like & sabre aad
; it 3u“t wouldn't cut and it was ruining the instrument.
II'_i. 5 h = i
3. And, T had, frankly, no concept of Johnson. But,
i B :
| then I saw the McGror cce the & : i
1 | ) g lc Y picc he next mo;11ng. I was leaving §-
|;. ? ‘ . t
i I ¥as on my way up to New York. And, I'saw the lMcGrory piecce
: 8 ; |. [ ;
" . - nni 3 1 " ~ L
| anqll said, "Oh Christ." Ilere, you got_an.extra copy of
3 L ; : :
this? Here. "It sure has hit the fan." - .
Wi v -
o | So, from the alyport I called up Frank and told him -
11 B & = "E
about this. And I said thst I was sending ovcr a copy 01 blid i
b
repert and a copy of Py speech and that if my coming to hlm
T | ol .
with it was an cmbarrassment, for Christ's agl e, say sc. 1. ¥
14 ' o
was perfcctly happy. I wes fed to the teeth anyway and, fecl.
15 | ‘
| absolutely free. And then I got on the airplanc. And I
Wl -
didn't hear anynore frow him until I reported for duty Monda,
- . 3 g 4
g - : S
norning and said, "Do you still want nz?"
ey "
And he lzughcd and said, “Yes,"
1) |
: Since them -- and that's 21l he ever would say on
20 || N F )
the subject -- since then over a period of time I have picced-
B34 . 2 o b i
togothesr & little bit what heppened and I have been told that
22 Mr. J o ol 217 aid Yyl y i -~ -
dr. Joanson czlled him up about an hour or two after the
] R ¥ o Bte B i 5
papars I sent to hin hed gotten there and instyvcted hin not
2% i to hi £,
& MR. SELDEN: Ob.
"L HEFORATERD, IiC. !
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A
¢Ibi2 i i .
‘i' ; - Aud he said, "Well, yes, it still is." That the
g | of L .
Yo & pidoent raised the issuc with me when he wes asked to be

2

e
-

smevetary of liba.

: Incidentally, Jehn had beer the ong who had finally
o :
S | persuided me to take Kepple's job. Decause I could argue

L 6 |l both sides of s,h' case up one side and down the other and it

|7 vas a fifty-fifty thing, I was going crazy. And I went to sce

1 ‘8 John in New York because I had known him for some years and
i ] “ { .
' 9] discuss the pros and cons and I was leaving his office in the

_.’ v 1.
10 | rain walking Goun radison Avenue that I decided that I couidn'y

(= ]

11 || sit on things, I had to go one way or the other, I said, “iell,
- . . } --'
12 § T will go". _ > '
. A3 And, he vas ewere that he ha d been thet and so he

14 || apparently, and I am sure this is true, he said it, discussed
15 i"this with the President and the Presidont's staff repeatedly.’

16 I was asked such questions es, '"Wes I 1oya1 to the President?"

17 And I szid, "I den't krnow what you mean by that.™ nif you
18 || mean, em I loysl to the individual, I can't saswver yes or no.
19 I don't rea 11y know the guy. I have scen hinm on television.
20 § I hve becn in roons where e thousand people zre shaking his

21 || hand in a line;, but I don't know liim. So I den't consider

22 | myseclf loyal or disloyal te hinm.

23 As for os the Office of the President is comcerned,
]
sa i to the best. of my lnovicdgs, I have bomn loyrl o thet evey

ITAL BEFORTERS, IND. ‘ |
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s letme see if I can't fix it up."

e — e e b e b

$0, eventually, about Cctober, I gucss it.was, he
f? ’ i

saa{; "I rezlly think this is --", -- I said, "By the way, if

it's hurting the progran o Frank, for Christ's sake, lct ne

know, erd I will quit." And so about Octobsy of Novenber,

something like that, he said that I thiﬁk it really is hurting
Frank more thaﬂ Frank knows, and I, incidentally; had kept
Fr@ﬁk informed of thes¢ conversations a#d he was hopping mad.
;; So I said?"Okay, Jéhn; that settle's it, I quit
rigﬁt now." ' : : 3
"Now, the ﬁext_qucstion is: What's the cover story?

ﬁhaé db I say? I will say anything within reason fhat yoy?\:
want ne ‘to sayt low do I get cut of here with honor withouf
having a hcért attack? And I can't very well fake that. hAm
I mad ot you?. Or are you nzd at me? Or what?® |

| Poor John, I thiak, hadn't thought of it in those

| ;
teris.  And he said, "Well, let me think about it." And I

said, "Okzy, you think abeut it. DBut I just want you to knosw

that as far as I am concerncd, I an through right now. I will

coentinue there, because there is 2 job to do, but I want to
get out, but I den't want to dsmage the procram or Kepple or
you. Dut jeit's see if we caun figure out how the lHell to do

$r."

-

Well, the way thoy did it wes by putting Frenk into

the acsistent secwotevyship, without lis kuowledge, when he

ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT More on LBJ Library orai histof

ries: |
/oh
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- & - & ”‘ r R
was. on vocetion, !thh wes the fincl thing, ‘ :

: . : i
;. So, the dey after that happened, I called up John

and il said, "Okoy, this is fine. Now we betteyr announce-thg'
ight off the bat so it is clearly tied to it and that's that.
i, that ves done aand then I was askcd to stay it, nonth or

two to get the ncw Commissioncr stxa:gntcncu clt.
|
2 MR, SELJEA. Bailey says that fur;hermo*e Loonls

hau been uncooperative in buying and SClllng ; clets for the

,D¢mocratic party dinners -~ k ;

i .',

i MR. LOC:IS: Well, that's false. But I an glad that

you mentioncd that., In all ﬁy ‘time in Govcrnment I was never
%

d”LGd by either party to cver buy or sell any tiékets or to

go to any dimner or function. Period. I think they both
knew that I wouldn't. And I was néver embarrassed or never

§

asked to. I am glad that you remindzd ne of that

MR. SELDIN: BPut --

HR. LOGMIS: Incidentally, I made rather a point of

not belonging to cithcy perty. I considered myself a Civil
Saﬁvant. I voted different parties end I contributed to

diffevert peoplc and I did my best to mask the contributions
4 - } i ® :

sﬁ'that they weuld not be known and thercfore affect what I
1] ;g 4 ’
difit one wey of the other. TRy ;

H ML, SELDIN: Well, Bailey goos on to ssy that onc
o the pyolLlons thet you hed there finr was the wide chosn

bitween Kepple and you, vho he describes 28 "Ivy types" erd
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i 4 ian the - _ spreialists.  What is your. “dckgrounQQ
!5 2 i 3 "1 B
V.2 0 Is there Ivy in 1t? : o .
; - e 1 P
| 5 i g !
i : T s . LT ” i Aigiia . 1
_Si; 5 MR. LOOMIS:  Yewzh. larverd. University of California.
s W ' . .
I -
n * s ~ Y K i
4 5 - LR. SELDEN: DBut you don't -- my rccollaction ofg
R | b
g A X
o i) uy caveer is that you didn't vor] at Ivy eznd nelthqr, for
S 1 nt wmstter, did Fraak Kepple.-
i i
I . . ) . W
JT P MR, LOOMIS: Vell, he didn't since he was head of
18 i tile education school at Harvard. I worked at MIT, I don't
_ & ' B :
; |9 {l know whether yeu call that Ivy or not. g g
P : ' i 3 i -
' 10 ; MR. SELDEN: el 1, it doesn't-matter, - anyway.
: iy i . . : o ' i Coa
A1 & It is so close to it, it is hard to -- :
12 . MR. LOOMIS: Yeah. the President
A3 4 of MIT. I don't think it's the collcge, per se --
14 MR. SELDEN: No, I don't -- '
go - » . - .. .. . . K . I
_lﬁ HR, LOO:IS: I think what it is, is the pcople that
_ ) > ' i
, " 15 are uscd te excellence, vho are used to striving for "the |
: 17 i b ,I-!-'II -1 e A1ty ot -2 .q.* 1t 11 . - * I " . 'Ii:
esth; who go avound witl "the best", as compsred to the :
13 § professional educetor who basicelly knows he is second-class |
19 : | o |
4 ond wost of the peeple zround him ave second-class and Le ° i
, Y ] |
20 4 o )
dgz2zn't want to admit that to himself zand I think that where !
- : |
4 L | o
21 & ydu heppen to go to college is qucrctolyfimmaterzal.a |
ol ' . - . ?
22 I think there prohably is scne, also, of -- Lur i
25 Vistorian grandpsople would hove celled, being a g ntlct“n oT
) o i . !
24 5 meis -~ gnd the things that go with ihrt. v i
25 | SLLNEN:  The iwplicetiey of n connstation, here :
i S X '
A PEEITERS, 152, ﬁ Tegichet ~- not that the schoo) makes a diffe; FERCG, but that ;
i |
i :
i ; i
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A :
tE  .rame of mind that was engendered by the school might . |
| 1 . | _ » / : E
ha ¢ o diffevence. One of the old-timers at the Office

;oA
¢

sa; : thet vhen you -- soon after you ceaiuo in, you had a meotin

people aud told them thit the O0ffice didn't necd cducators, ’
it needed nanagers.

MR. LOOMIS: I suspect that I did, which I think is

trus
P |
i '

MR. SELDEN: Did you scee it then as a one-or-tlhe-

other sori of situation, or did you sec room for both in the -1

MR. LOOMIS: Well, put it this way. With the Voice.i

‘ 8

“not wvith the Voice -- with the Department of Education, Oifice
o Edvcation, had been, was a musty, statistical thing that
- . / J =] R -
turned out statistics that weve too old to be of any use and

&. free consulting burezu. : *

And,- this is what I.sant by an educator, a consultang

pregumably had to know what he -- he or-éhe =~ had to knew
vhat they wewre talking about, I think in rany céses they
dida't, bc that as it may. Butlthey aidn't have to be consciot
of honcy. They didn't have to be conscious of coutrol and all
the pyohleHQ of hecw much centrol is\right and hgﬁ'muéh is too
nozh end whet ave the rulesIGn Title IIX of Acf 21, or wh;t—
aver it is. It is an entiyely different thing. ?ou inow'that'
you nsed Rittle children to sit thaﬁ ii cﬂfners Tather then

in circles, or vhztover it is. It is &n catirvely different

More on LBJ Libra;'y g'al histbries:

3k " . 3 ; .
wivh ths new Puveaun of Elewenvury and Sccondory Education !_

i s

h/oh

[
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0. 0 (N i
.11 fkind of knowledge. |
='l2 » |
L | ] : e ” e » * » L)
5 L Md the p01ut that I was trying to make to them then.

:, was . that they now h"u noncy wid if you start talking about

iJ-4 L. !

ff' thres biilion aud alhnlx pcy year and take tine off for wveek-

i 8 ' |
X ends and holidays end cight hours a day znd you do ‘the mathe- '
i g ' '
i
E»EJ matics, the amount of noney that you h.ve to physically shovcl
. i
.'1 ]
1 44 ] - ; j '
TG out that door, cvery hour, is pretty startling and it requires; |
I : i
8 |

it |l a different kind of guy, or woman, to make those judgments as

to who gots it and under what ground rules, is this proposal

.

’ adequate or isn't it? '
i % 3 - i

Not only adaquatc from the teaching point of V1ew i
12 3

but is itlegal? Is the fisczl things nake scnse,'et cetera,

13 s ,. Ehnd § X . v S ¥ :
et cetera. And that's an cutirely different kind of fellow '

14 .

and very few professional tecachers are suitzble to do tHat
15 . ‘

job, not tpat they coulda't be, but they are just diffedont.
16 ; . : %

And the fact that they ar'c tcachars doosn't help them ay 211.
17 ” . '

I vould rather have a guy frem the business end of the school
18 - . )

if he is going to bLe in that kind of stuff.
19 . . " . : )

NR. SELDEN: Well, some of the pcople who werd on

20
the staf{ then hzd been school administrators, rather tha
21
pedagogucs,
22 iiR. LOOMIS Soin 2 &lvan o . :
iR, LOOMI Sonz of them had, yes. But usua
23 a .

5 - - ey DTN T o S S -, ; v :
they wewe pretty sccond-rate schools with about, you knfis

24 s S R ke % 4
two cents to yub togcother. VWicen yeu ore tulkine of bitli

253 it reaviics, again, a-diffcrent standerd. This is 1like
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L
e

-+
- -t
PP i U I e ——

ol _.-.‘ TA—. S - : .
. Sked *to conic be hezd of Morgan's, Sure, he wos 2

bdhicr, but the problems are of an utterly different scale

I think an exenple of this ves that vhen I caie

+h

there, the average age of new recruits into the 0ffice of.

e

. More on LBJ Library ordl histo
http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh

18

£ oman w is runnine g Y - ' |
' n who is running a 1i ttle, country, local bank had

Educati ras 54 R on ‘ : 3
-ation was 54, beczuse you went thére as an expert and you

o

vy me mnan 1 ‘-.- . 3 .
weren't an expert until you had been =2 around for a while and

you went there to be nade a wcntlcmun o lady by Act of
i d 3. } * '

Congress and retire from there. ‘ :
r.E g

MR. SELDEN: Credentials were important.

MR. LOOMIS: Credentials and really knowledge,

knowineg beine a fp: £ - 9 i y -
& being a-iriend of Joe Jones, or some thing -- I mozh,

!

G PR, e A b e | e Wk . : .
thatkind qf krowledge, net knowledge of the subject.

fhat, when I said, "Let's get some youngesr bleod
in here,v . . ‘

f
-

ey 11 i | :
oseible, becausce a younger person, by

k-
-

vas doing and I felt strongb

¥ 1 [ 3.4
that you had to have some of the junior- manan r-intern types

and the young louyewr types in at jpnicr level so that you
con bogin to get some distribution of ege and experieﬁée
th}oughout the shop and eve tually we did ove *1" their dead
bodics end they to?ked out fiﬁc.
MR, SELJEH: How nuch study did you give to the

existing orgmiization of OA hefure yeou begen to shuffle

Mile LOOMIS: Well, in the fivst azy or two it bec

- .u

cil

Bt e

ies:
¥oh

~ .
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v ) ! A
| apparent that this couldn't bec a graduel change ox Cven a

g i ' ?
nlnor clichge, that it had to be really basic. For examplo: |
| :
| The first thing that haeppened to me vhen I haﬁ-beq
I

i: the 0ffice about ten minutes was Vayne Reed czre in end

g o me the paper as deputy and so forth and he szid, "How

1

heve is your first job, sign thesc chits for tax

1

i i

| I said, "What!"

| i

j lle said, "Well this is the job --."

3 ol i i A e AL

I said, "Ncll; it nay have been your Job, but it

.sure as hell isn't mine." That any decputy that spcnds_hms
. ¢ . &

mighi as well

time learning about 50 cents tax

give up -- 1 said to myself. So I never got anotpe: one of °

those. I didn't sign that onez either, I may say.’ h

Rl

And then the second thing that happencd ' was that

5

Elemcatary and Secondery that was coming down. And, in the

matter of an hour I had two separate groups tell me, unequivi-

TL r:

R

cqily, that they had responsibility for Title III. E?hey

wdre two different groups and two different burcaus,’each

vith their staff, each working likc med, and cach on 2 con-

. . L)
ptetely éiffering assignments -- : Y
' L)

g . - i
varellel 1lines or -- e

MR, TOﬁﬁm.: h, they kisw the others were thers,

they knoew they werce

bt

s
=
l..J-
-
"y

a bl

byt they wercen't about to zdni

to £ind cut who bad respousibility {or this new

Mil. SELDEX: Could you tc¢ll if they were wolking on

T

i3

ories:
bh/oh
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they wvere in ceapetition with cach other.

L S fe s ¥ . i =
- MR. SELDIN: Were their ideas sinilar or --

". 2 ‘
|

| |

- IR. LOOMIS: . Mot particuvlaxly. No. Because,

Title IIT is a good onc. One of them wented to make it

regular school and the other one wented to nake 1t TCSTE

1
s 54 )

and it vas that major fight, which is.the fight of Title I1I

anyway. Dut each had their group, each staffing it, going

ahead, writing papers, writing directives, et cctera, et

cetera, vight parallel. e '

MR."SELDEN: Well, h ow did ycu.rcsolve that? -

MR. LOOMIS: Ve resolved that cne by, first of all,

setting up .2 group, vhich I think was called ex ccutlve

comitice, or somcthing 1ike this, vhich -- 2n executivé

group or an cxccutive committee -- to get them ¢ll together
in one rcom which they hadn't p;cviously deae. And
went dovi and said, #11 right, now this Act is just a wlolec
series of things, All right, now whe.is going to have Title
I and vlho is going to have Titlc-II and so forth? And fhere
vere different 6pinions on every titlo. | - ;

50 we said, all:right. Each of you who thin?é you

ought to have any title, nuke a bricf on why you think

ought to Licve it and wve will circulate that end we willk come

this woe on 2 Tuesdey -- we will come back on @ Trld:y

ve will zo thyeugh theee briefs and we vill try to Bk

decisons Well, we doecidod : for title. X1,

v

t.ich

More on LBJ Library oral hlstorl
http://discoverlbj. org/exhlblts/Zwi/

loh/

i
f
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it i ‘
'ff;'l wa. “till a knock-dowm, drag-out, and so I gave them another g
o pd 4 ) - s l - 5'
Ij : ch:gcc te make one more bricf and we couvldn't resolve it there) |
[} ! :
g ! 3 s ; G ' =
'! s0. + said, all right, I will take it to Frank aad you will huove
e X . _ _ .
i 4 | a docision this aftcrnoon.
5 | .
» : MR, SELDEN: Mr. Kepple did not sit in on the group
[ - [ b Hil
"1 -~ '
I B “ mecting? ;
-i .4}'{ "-. P = 2 e u s 1 . :
5 ; MR, LOOMIS: He did when he could, but he was in and |
!3 : out.a good deal and omn this :ne, I advised him not to. Let's
| 9 ; -

- -

”-‘ch*P ash this out so you can be Ulymplcl If you are in it,
0 iv''s more difficuit. You stay out of this and I think I will

be ablc to resolve most of it and then you can be Olympian, | :
Lut the main point is, act upon it. I'don't really give a

130 damn which way you cone dowa, I think tn:s is the rinh; lay,

1'{‘. L] -
- but I don't -- it is more importent for you to come down so
Sy . — " 3 : " "
that everybody knows it now thazn to sit and try to figure out
1" - . L] 3 - , 1 !
7 which is slightly better then the other,
17 et gLie
And bhe did follow my advice on that onec. But, he
134, “ ¥
didn't have to be there Jong to see that this whole thing was
19 i -
geared in a very wrong way for dletrlbutav« noney. For
200 . TR T .
getting -- for distributing it carcfuliy when new acts wore
21 . ’ ' - :
ceming every time you turncd zvound, If the thing hed been -
221 static you night Lave been all right where you vere, but you
23 § bl AMLabe L Ll i "
| hed to design en ovgeni Mucl that could acce 1,1. wicle new
5¢5; acts, whole basic changes ia philoscg“;, in function -- be-
li S 1
2%

ausc moncy was enly one of your problens. One of your nejoy |

IPOUTIRS, ING.
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= 1}125 Ay i i
b 'l o . i |

4 e ) et ey ors -~ P o v
? . \ PToo s was F\.'(‘ICJ.-.'.]. mmterven tioh oxr 1.:}!;__11:0\;31. you want to l

i
i
[}
i
f
I
!

r',. - : - -
“ 1 with iocal, : | |
u ; ; : i
Fog ' |
i i : Al Py - e s £ o2 i
1 E 2 And, onc of ous preblens with the, "educators’, wvas :
'-.|‘ t that Jest of them have baen brousht un i i '
l'- | ¢ 0 - LReR heve btoen brought up, since they were knco- |
: i i i
-3 QW 4 ! ' !
P 1igh to & Grassnepply, wore convinced that it was immoral for |
' , rhe Fodors T S | [ T P & L
| ||| tre TFederel Coveranent to have anything to do with locals and

SLEs

ocainst

=]

therefore they were enotionally, alnost religiously, a
the act vhich they were trying to aduinister and many of them | .

s dn ! SRR RE] hich e t
didn't recegnize this, vhich was another_ problem and why I

18 NS i T : ;
kept weniing nunzgers and not educators.

&)

13 s " .
I mcan, the point is, the Congress has sazid it. -

12 ! LI s - i : .
fhis is the damn law, whether you think it is right or wrong,
13 th"t is ony “oh1om E i S T TR : . !
4 15 your proo.em. ITE you witin); it is wrong, +hen g{-‘:'i' tha
14 & Lell ocut of -

15 | . :
Did they?

16 £iw . - 3 1
: After the veorgemization, cuite a

17 nuanber of them Jdid.

18

MR, SELDEN: By retirement opr --

19 " ¥ _
l'.“’\ . ].;‘(JG;"IJ. S : I':e di(l}l $ t fire a]])‘?kl

20 iy - - ~ £ .
- But, moost of then had a -- were unhapny cnotigh with thel

0n their owm.

21

vhich were quite different fromihoeir old jobs,£

1

23 i trevel to Lrweii in the summer and versin in the Winter
1
i

e g e

?_' ' 1 e | L ] "
a7 S LB AN ST Y * o s -y - ’. Sl o ey | b
| the et woy eravnin. . Ihey got weelly auite wvahoppy. A
= R | | B TN ¥l 1 ik I8
dulr gedd, “Wiw e hove to sit “oye sznd gHESEie papaes.”
ETSATENS IS, :
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| MR. SULDEN:  Yhat did -- then did you wovijup a ‘
an ple T anil com what lepple and |
TR g -....,I_ ks \ T_\:ﬂ. l!..';.!‘n T AT 1 d i . iy 0. | 1 I
E . - w® o Tiwiit n' ..
wad others hove said, that a weorgenlzation plan nad bhoeii f
L the works for a while bofore the new cormiission -} i
K 1 . s y Y ARy 7o g
A M, LOOMIS: Yes. lell, wihas Tweppened tagye is' L
: e lecraiile | . |
trought »,Zy—a‘;a-»“\c with me =- .
MR. SELDE:N: ﬂ’?%]eom yn e worked with you at the 1|
; : i
|
} =5 & o
Voica? : Iy
¢ ' o]
¥ \ |
MR, LOOM Yes and Mp{ /,g&fa;n.e/ has becn wlth ne . | j[
. 5 (o
L - z ! i §--
before that in the intelligence operation. 1 ptcl-cd him up AR
s i - e b:'!
} .- -' - 'y 9. " 1 - 5. ;:
in '54, then he had beoen away for a while in the U. 2 w :
| Irformation and the Durcaun of the Budget. : ¥
: : i
E MR, LD EN: By ths in";elligg:,_u 2 .__J'l)c-r-a‘[,lon’ dD you- - | :
; i
|;;1-_':-.:.n the Departnent of Defense? 4 |
| . B s i e I &
i s, LOOMIS: No, I had set up an intelligence . |
| : P AL ; :
;rofficé in the -- €% g =t ; .
1y SELDAN: Oh, the U.S.T.A. Whoas |0
H e S .
i " : ' .
:. a . - 1, = t ~ h_j i]lislg-l'a" _.—
: MR. LOGHIS: And I brought him in--as tiae acal i e
; 25 4
| ¢ive --as a GS7, actually. He is first -class. 1 waxted to -'
| g I . ’
- =t v® ATy A ' ™ oy - 5 1:_‘_tl T cauld " .i
Lbring with me ny own n snagument tean eople tl. £ L ' 4
1 e: . F 13 :
spust and I conld usz as eyes and ears. I bl()ll"ht. 1}, || .1_ :
rou ‘f . h‘ erson, . .
:£=‘,‘C:-_-ct.’.‘-_1-)r and I byought Walter ond I brousht ay re .! q .p rson, |
i . And that was part of the p '1(:1\" ac tlmt I
il - s it
i . - - l d
d - evaed to cone with. There was no peint 1n coning here alr;jﬂr-:. |
i L\-":J.l el nb A, e b . k A : I
| . |
1 - . r| 3 i - ‘l ..} nov I
| 1t 22 just inefiective. Those ave pecple that 1 kuow who .1;__0:
| " i
; '= A6
s i
4 !

More on LBJ Libdary oral histdries:
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They don't keow -- noae of us kaow oducacion. ' But we - 'l-
I

will find cur way arvovad thyeuch this juagle god tlie. four of

So one of the first jobs [ teld Valter to.do was:.
©to go fiddling around, as fast as he could, through the admin-ji
istrative section and other parts of the orsanizution and-see "

if we could locate some bright yuung'people-soﬁewheres along i

the line so w2 could get some prdfessional ;&eﬁs from_tﬁpm. : ;"f'i
Ve knew -- it was sclf-evidqﬁt that all.the:things o N

that you mesnt, normally, by going to %he tops qf charts :

were virtually a dcad.loss. And he came vp with this guy, | = .

! . P ; - ] -
- woed, who was than in tke G; ice . of ??ﬂﬁgﬂ??ﬂﬁwm. bt

14 | or some title such as that, who ?§s a hell of a bright guy e o, iy

-lSi and, incidentally, is | ““‘y Siitgleten's Lrother-in-law, wha G P e R
PRE. - y . " 5 - -

~ - 2 i . P i . . . o

3 1 is nresid ent, of Toladyua_- . - T P

7 WRLEELDEN: Oh,
' - |
13 3 MR, LCOMIS: And. he is a smart

i : ;
: : & o B
uol- had been fussing in the 0ffics of ilanaygement w;nnivaryinglﬁ;;-?f * i
\ L Fo, R g e
21 ic¢#as,  Sort of a ' on their owm, 2s nuch dd: - o 3l
¥ i R ; g
m | R
22 f anything elsec. . - i i_ : lhqgr 3
.- il 'g-k K
231 © Tui he had been doing the % g -
PNEN - ! idl]
24 smart guy ansd no cducator and o youngaer S
: FEELR Y .
; ’EFTs !
25 knowr, thirty, -thirty-two or tivae, é?a?-p
! ' . i F £
\ :;:.?i |
il
o

AT L S S AW S
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Ui walter found hin ond asiad duss to come soo us aend lie moade |

i i

3; wainont sonse. So I sald, "Chny. JI6W you po «éy g&nc 1o¢k
i
3, yourself up for a week and ceme back with s cospleleorgani- :
f
E * zazion. You have just civea 2 ploces of it. UCoue back with |
4 'Ir : - i Fodp . . - ML T - D 1 wew
S i a complets one where sveryiilag that now exists Is olthox
I
a i Yong e suads abalishod or has o010 SQLE:20TS Fe
) 1 = dla8E  HEHINWITLY '}J’ b 2Tl GO LATITL Ox FH AR AT IR 0 " . P
7i then, also indicate what new things there way bLe that new ! : p
i B
; ' _t
8 don't exist at all." £is i1
0. _ 1 5 -
9y - And ae did that in about:@a week. *: *i;*; . =
. ] .
il -~ - I 2 5
. 0 ' And-that is, I would think, 90 psreceat cfithe Ink ;

I -

ALl repore, It is the concept of the Ink report. It is+the : i
- i i - . |

| " , :

© A2 coacept of the Buveau of Elenontary aad Secondary, -the Purean. :

1 X 7 ._ 4 ! ’ . i

A3 4 of HIgher Educat 1un, which didnlt than exist aad The cepdopt ) |
e - % C S !
£ A ;I o G T i ' ! s T —— ; 3 !
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clh3Z 33
1 : ,
.l reseavch, which you dan't do s 1f you cvex
2 B B E‘
could conceive of pure reseayvch, you wouiil rcver conceive
2 e .
of it if{ you did:r t have a2 Bureau. You :ﬂc, othcrwise, it
would bLie all,praghatic rescarch fgr the 1 vticular burcau
. e :
you were in. And 1f it was in clem y and sccondary, you
. Wlwould only be thinking.of pro ,lous of elc;cntary and s€condary
o Ee I J
; and so fOfon 3
. B A
1' { -mi._sg.uaﬂ: Did yov nrr1vc at that judgment even
9 4 A
thOLoH Tit 1e III aqd Tiule IV, h1cmbntar) and Secondary
A0 e N E
‘Education, had +hms- enornou, research cdmponents?
1.L 5 - - !I I . . I
: MR, IOO IS \cah. e were awaie of that. But you
2y = L) | T k. '
also -- you nad-. lurdred iillion dellevs of wescoxch ncney
sl 5 - 3 SRR AT - 4
' which, afte: all,in this kind of monkey world,
r " 5 i ta . .
1z ' L. by
. & hund.- 1 killion is nore than you can spond, really. It's
: 18, u . .
H ; ﬂ %Oto ¥
% i I ‘ - - 2 o g
B \ silN —‘-"-:l\ E ‘jnl‘b'-- i A o ¥ i o | : ) -.—‘";:
; : MR SI I They lzven't hcod any difficulty spendipnnm
! it. ’
s Sl ' -
X MR, LOUIZIS:  But you also can see -- I said wisely
: b
S o 3 . 4 : _
. e :I -
ﬂl”' ¢o concéive of a concept of mationsl laboratories. This
T | .. o & . Y
jllq'a difficult thing to conceive of. You can conceive of
g -
| ' labosatoricos of higher education and labovatories of lower:
: P-;:. : ;
i .,‘.‘_ l ‘ ¢ . = -y 3 !
l i educaticn, but tinis corﬂcP% ¢f nationgl lzborntories, ond the
U function of the lehoratorics == I thiak I, ryself, alweys
i : :
r":i l -’
=8 folt thot the buyssn of Rasczrch was at lesst 51 percent, but
ki _.
2L) i €=' 3 4 L] I.' 3
d- thot wrs gs cournred to not haovine ¢y -- but that was the ens
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that they struggled on. /ad then, therd werc a few other

s i g i

little cncs that wouldn't fit in neatlyi! like construction

8o~

and contracts and whether or not that s'ould be part of

B3 rwand

administration ¢ not. I really didn't leive a damn. But

by kLR

i

they werc too little to be bureaus, but ithey were odd things

by ey

that just wouldn't fit, but so be it.

iy

o Tl

8o it ended up by that being cone and I felt a

few of: 5 . like constrd c¢idn were wrong. 1 am

sure Frank thouéht.thpy were wrong. Evgrybody else thought
ther : was ﬁllot wfoﬁg{ "I'saigu it doesn't make any diffcrenc

. .
¥

ve have got to buy as-it. If we change fone sentence, we

have had it bééag%é{tﬁjnleve}&thiﬁg is Lpen and evefyone is
going to b pgrfihg to éhangé‘things.
#ﬁd,:wé_ﬁavélgoﬁ'implemented, right=ﬁow, while
‘people ar- in?Shbck'and.khiIe.we are in shock; we were aﬁle
to get'four(br_fivg.voluntary demotiqns fromlsupef grades
whiéh ﬁeop16'ﬂdne' do ﬁnieéﬁ they are in shock. As of now,

<

!right now; while they.don't %now what the hell has hit them

you will do.it, and it will be domne with, and it will be a

fait acco?ﬁiif And. then, they can bitch and_scream and_you
ma& take on that advisement or ydu may not, Qé will see,

: And, he bought ?hat. So we did it. That was that.
And then there realiy was pandimonium, becau:é I was told -
the statistics werc something iike 85 percenﬁ of the pecople

physically changed location. Because we had started -- once

we did this, we figured we might as vwell put our divisions

O o m——

LY
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' l; and were anxious to get on with the jnh, [ dou't’think'ﬁelt
? | o
e , i . ! 2 o H
o hat way., Aad T think they were in the najorvity. Or,sat led
5 ; ' . ¥ !
; they were in the effcct1vc‘majur1ty Yau nad m2ybe a by ch
! i e
i3 : *
45 of drones that were there in the process of LCtFLIth
i :
C or in theprocess of. leaving because they Wcre mad, : .
5 | d ' E ;
= And, I don't_thluk.thnt ths qu neeessallly '
" { ' :
r personal as compared to the ]Ob that had to be done‘ ButI
3 I think you are in a better position to Judge that than I , am,
| MR. SELDEN: I hdve not heerd very much 1n the way
Wl o adverse criticism of you 1n the short tlme that I have
11 been there. I have heard roforence to the treatment and the
2
12| traumatic shakeup, but anparontlv the peOnle that  { havezhea1
13 from d3d1 t take it pelsonally : . o
{ '3 { 5% e '
14 MR LOOMIS: tlell, this »is the one-thing_thnt‘
15! ' ‘ @ ,
| - : Y e w3 NS ot
! MR! SELDEN: Of course, Baiey has talked to a
17 : ) ;¢ ., '
| great many more peonle than I have,
13! : 4 _, ol y e
o 5o S H % i .
! YRy LOOMIS: Yeah. KAnd there was .
1y Pl P U R
And the reor: anization was traumatic. There is ho 1ssue o
209 . ! .
that. And I am sure it caused a lot of ‘distress, ooth for
s g
zlj "What happenﬁ to me™ kind of dlstress and ”I thlnk the off;ee
i o
: . Hi :
22 is going in the wrong dlrectlon” klnd of dlstress througho%t
33i ‘the place anci this I respect and can sympatnlge with.- '
i : ' . g
215 MR SELDEN:  For the time that you were there
231  after the recrganization, how would you evaluate the conduct:
} . : ,
4 l y
! :
i 2
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qummwmﬁy%hthur p01ntﬂd1y didn't cone and

sent hisg dcputyiﬁnd i
i F

SV

,,j that kind of 51N";
i

J

i i & 3
3" ' But then, whon they saw that decisions waére made
| _ s
4 | there and that those dacisons Stuck and thag these whie o
i 'r |
S Honey docisions and Personnel deocis 1ona and OlﬂanLZﬂLJOH !
i
i

5 docisions, I foung.that they all hannened to be dble fé
7, cone there; ' ' 1 ‘ | ' i ?ﬁ-
Y
gl - - MR. SELDEN: What were your own relatloné w‘th .
9. lcgislatlon and the Hill while you ‘were thcre? Did yop
10 take part in.the -~ ‘. i E' ;
11 MR, LOOM&S:‘ Minimal.' Bécausg thefwaﬁ Frauk_and
12l I divided the job, wa§ that he was Me, thsiéé'and I was '
13 |l Mr.lInside. He ﬁag‘doing Fiﬁ; on the Hil1, He knew evary-
body %nd.all tﬂe rest and there was just no 901nt in ooth of|
us trying to do it, - :

I did dg-some tesrlfylng for . him-on some bills
that came on MALaﬂ£s of Ludgﬂ and things 1ike that and T
Weno with him a conple of ‘imGSy_ He introduced e to all
tyres. I got inve ved with some op personnel mattors
Particularly Adan Clayton Powel]. I wish 1 had kept a

rather 1nLeze5L1nc lettery he wrote to the White housc about

my being a racist, which, 1ncidenta11y, I do not Lon51der

mysz2lf %o be and e wersa 'orxnng hard to get Negroes in @ 2
theve, but I 1111 be darned if T am e¢oing to take pcople
just because he recoimends then. : ' ’

And he recommended as g burean chief a man who




LBJ Presidential Library ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT More on LBJ Library oral histories:
http://www.lbjlibrary.org Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781] http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh



LBJ Presidential Libra}l’y

) http://w_ww.lbjlibrarf\

VUL 1EPINIERS, pid,

‘

U‘

ot

S

i

v

1

ecre oo it ——— e

.org

ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT

\ : More on LBJ leraq al hist]
Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781] ?

http: //d|§coverlbj org/exhlblts how/I
j |

MR, SELDEN: -lHow about the other ucople on the

Cormmittee? Did ithey pressure you? ;

MR, LOOMIS: . Not significancly. Just +-

i
MR. SELDEN: [low about the Senate peopla?

MR, LOOMIS: MNo. We did on Civil -119,}1{:;.- ich is

a different row of beans and 1 got ¢alls from Stron Thurman,
g - - » » I . I ¥ l i
Grover Mills, and 7. few other familiar names about tHeir

L]

particular 1it tle da st11cts that were getclng screwed
S L 2

(0

But those calls wére‘really-to Frank,’but';&ank

i
l.. I

was away, so I was the rec1p1ent and +hc ‘Civil nghts

bu51negs was an absolute shambles bg ause we had no staff

v

and tﬂlS job came 0n dnd tnbre 0 000 -- just the panerwork

1nvolved and to LTY to ]ut the staff.together 3eople tnat

r

were ccmpetent, is most;dcllcate“a.m15510n. Tt was dlffl-

Kl L

i
cult ajd I think Seeley dld a rua]lv remdrkqblﬂ ]ob _though

i :
he gotjso tlred and sQ ex;austed near thg end that ydu

‘
.

couldnit really expect him to be eit l 1y rational. And

] : "

i : ;
he dlo 't ‘have a sense 'of organlzatlon. elther whlch dldn't

t

.

@

help. de was a great guy Slttlng down and neﬂotlat* g and

Anln.ul\‘r-

talkir; out with a group'and,if'fhe job had been juslt: doing

¥

that v

»

th a few groups, he -would have been superb.

had hi'lidreds of these people coming in at any one mdi
: ; e )

H ; : :
and vcit couldn't even answer the-phene calls except

-—--m»-\w

it was! a shane,

So they started to try to rtun to their conjiressmen
) _ = : :

-

shis z2ad then some of that came back, but thag.wasn't

about

pries:

h/oh!|

W

..;-.rn-.am
L)

'
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1 and bodies. i,
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; : ; SR S &b sl g :
nabl ne that wes so fancy that when' they brought it in, it

o
{1

,organization o you co? Do you do it-régionally? Do you de

‘!" Angd ve had less th“n S}Kﬂuiﬂ) From the White Houss

ccouldn't adiinister’ this law without a flap ¢ you had ih

ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT "More bn}Bj Library oral histories'

Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781] http://discoverlbj.’org/exhibits/show/

-/. - -~
- a3

office space, they didn't have phanes, they didn't have

anything and the thing just sort of grew 2nd we sort of

[

draggced peop”z out of other divisions just becausc they

M

. gl
were there and they may have been the right ones and they

: i .
may have been the wrong ones, but at least they were warm

=
&
,'J'
We got cemporary housing across tﬂa way. As the
thing grew the ovganization of it came apart, because Seeley

was so busy in the subsitive méetings with different school .

bqards that it -- Lhat he wasn' t thinking of the olgan¢z"t10r

So I sent Waluer vver to try to agaln say wiat kznd of

it functionally?  How do you set this thing up? ch rany
kind of peonle do you nead? To get enough phonﬁs,.to get

. . L1 i - 3
people to answer phones, to get -- they got a very fancy

’

v

fe]l through the filoor of the'temporarf building, so that

o didn't work, but -- (laughing) -- to try to’ get the

——

tn :ng on an elficient basis, the job was growing so fast .

Lhdt it never rezlly caught up with itself ,till after the

&i;st hearing (o sd- gk
: |
i I

I.

.

|
be¢ause the.ere thing they wanted ﬁaﬂ no flans. Well, you

oh/oh

“
o S G

White House; to my judguent, be dishkonest, as ‘when they
i i . :
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, el gtz
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i f
2 ]
I ! ; ) ! ) A
: ! this one was -going to hit thc fan, but {he complaints that:
;2 | _
i l,  had becen brought in was a masterful jobidonc by lawyers with
E'  the lav in mind' und there was clcarhcutiand'chapter and
o ] i £ :
T3 . , ; i
. versce and you couldn't ignore it, 7
{ And we recognized that this wes going to be a hellish:
! ’ % ? {
6 il ; s, A © W , |
_ I one and we called the VWhite House on thg hope that they f
= - ) W . E
' 1 would call Daley before it came and tel} him this -- |
8 ' . 5 — R T ) B 2 ;
k MR. SELDEN: There.is a curioys anomaly about this.
t My recollection is that the .appropriati¢gns for ASEA had not i
20 _ B PN L .
i - even beer énacted at that time, that thgre was no money to L
i1 SR S -
T withholde ¢ - 3
) SS ' - . !
A2 : e " s " |
i MR, -2 C0lIS¢ No. .This was later. Quite a bit
& 4 g 5 ! . v . 1
i later. This was -actually: the fall of '64.
14 i ' T A ool ARy ‘ . ' | |
E; MR. 'SELDEN: 7he fall of '65, it ha. to be --
i® MR. LODMIS: '65, yes. ;
"-:-3 '. 2, -‘ . AT ‘ Ly " ;
S B MR. SELDEN: The : -
wh ' patei L B e ' v
.o ! " *MR. LOQMIS:  The 1all of '65, yes.
i : .
L3 4 S |
Pk MR. SELDERY . any appropriation of - |
' MR, LOONIS: In May or September. !
= MR. SELDEN: September '65. The bill itsclf ;
'3 | : i
= 3 ; i
; .. was signed in April but the appropriations were delayed §
i W 3 5 ’ . . ?
'i "‘i until fall, September.
b MR. LEOWIS: Well, this was still sfter that. T.
= ; think it was in the first -- in the distribution of the
E 2 '
2o

‘ifirst -- | x|
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MR. SCLDIN:  The record will show --

MR. LOOMIS: Yes.
MR. SELDEN: s b thought that - -

% ¥

HR. LOOMIS: ¥No. This was for real. There reallx

was roncy. coming and this was in the first distribution --

r - - - L] - .1.
the distribution of tiie first noney . ;

MR,

%

Kepple.

MR. LOOHIS: As far as I am concerned, the best
part of this 1=ole year of Alice in Wonaerland was my re-
lationship with annk.

I. had been-there about a month, I think, when

harV1n Watson arrived in the White House and dne of his
first- qcta was to call ‘me and tell me that he knew of a
~gentleman that was the pranclpal of the' school 1n DancA‘

field, Ielas and that Le would be a great addltlon to our
i S

lstaff. g b oap h 4%

! % And T said that would be fine and plegse send

t %, ! "

'his papers over and we would give him every conqldcrdtlon.

-~

to F1a1k and then Fraak said; "Go ahaad-

) - 7
egular, honest duesand if the answer is

o
=

‘grd give it the

yes, ve dd have a job for h]hw you call up Mr. Vatson and

sayl so. If the answer is no,! T will cal] Bim wn. And the.
i : : :

nun*nr of " Logs that you would 'de that rathe .han the

e

reverse cean hc counted on the fingers of one hapd if you
f ; : i : :

aAra sm oswvaition

EIDEN: Let's talk about youf relations with

H
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I liked Trank before that, but afier that I wouid

sy God Dawn thing for that guy at all.

.

Incidentally,

Jid not hire him.

MR. SELDEN: So Frank

MR. LOOMIS: y of course.

But I felt, and from some of the remarks, Frank

“olt, was that one of the interesting things that we wvere

i1

n the same wave length, right away. -I felt this, thet

relationship with him as compared to -my relationship with

~dwen, he felt in ﬁi§5relationship‘with me as compared to
< Lth i . And this_is, I'tﬁiﬂk, your Ivf Léague}- Wé
St thé_same people. ¥e knew tﬁe Same_¢1uhs. We knew that;
3 hadigoﬁe to éroton a?ﬁ I haﬁ'gq“eft; St. Pauiis, but the{

i |
: |
i E

;e the same kind of schools.
. 3

¥

Our'way of thinkirg, although it was quite @ifferent

 the details, ‘I being morc of a management-organizeéd guy, :

“wre similar enough so we could communicate in shorthand

:t off the bat and we developed what I had had in the

i, Yuspers", as a very good management thing.

3 i, . o eETr BEEOS )
;;1*vr everyone else has gone home, so that usvally in.the

| ‘lice of Education i » it was maybe 6:30 or

.

lerger’ of seven, you would spend & half hour or an hou:

ther just kicking around, eithir informing hinm whet I

.

doing or what was coming un or if I had a problem, what
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! , 5 v
: did he think, or vice versa. During the day you didntt have]
" - )
N . g
3 . chance. e would seometines bo in meetings topsther, but }}
% | ' | ' FE B
i care often you wewve at oDPOS ite ends. Thevs is wo point -
i in writing memos in this kind of thing,  And this, 1 thinik,
5 | " SR URD T Y T ealyd 2
vas a very useful device taat assured that we were coing | |
- things in concert and knowing what the other was doing. i
» . 4 ) 1 '
T I . oy g . G ; .
nd I think we were a morf efficient pair than either jone
‘8 e v Pr e AL
of us would have been alon,, ‘because we werc qulﬁe dllfprent !
9 - ¥ 1 : T it i
and our strength and wnacnesaes melded nrctty well. }
19 , : : '
R, SELDEN: THave you bcen in touch .;ith h1m
11 \ . ! £ . ' J ' \ :
since?. . :
1?_ \ 5 . . . v -I 3 - 8 2 . -
g MR. LOOMIS: Oh, wve see each otlier occasionally.
z » B kin £ [ :
1 ¥ SR < i
L Qur families )fe friends - nd 50 tnrth. It-gust -- mechanically, .
1e 5 d 5 ; G :
'lp he is New York and I am noL Lh(lC tnat nurh and -
P ¥
15 ¢ L . . " ey |
: MR. SELDEN: Do you spend Janh of your tiwe-in
i L d f i
15 o : P Vot
i rlassach uuULLsf %y
17 ! i ' L :
Bha . LooMiS: T vary. I am CT&\“lan a good deal
3 - _ 3
i ¢p various places, T ____ ..o in ? SV Yorg but downtown
19 | J S ; : T
5 or uptown ‘Hage he is, when I am there I am on ¥2ll Stree
H I ] &
o - i g - : :
sﬂO v - W }i . 4 T_r" . -
: and not  upton and we are friends. e liave mo professiona
9.1 % e . r r~ y( e @ ‘ > . ‘. - :
| relationsioi?® Lund,_Jod ¥nows, I neyer want to see LEducdtion
22 again, excepi T am doing 2 job for colleges right nov, but "
; ¢ e N ; i ) . T
23] avain, it is.a management job. fhank God. , ¢ - F e i
i { - . :
% 7 ral these, next to the Office of Fducation, are
o9 about the moyt foulad-up thing T have ever secn in my lifef:
8 i 3 . i
; .
i E :
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i
1
..1 &
: '
MR, SELDEN: Jlow about # ?
| p—
. 1
MR. LOOMIS: I knew. J run gzross him periodicalls
| i -
and we have a great nutual friend in M ddleburpg that he

f
P RN £ e "
roormetic at ‘.fj-:.le, so he sces hin
E

more out there and -- John, well 1 was :doing some busincss
¥ 2 + i :

‘but it'was on a different thiag. It was urban

g

witn him,

coalition and conscrvation, but not in lsducation.
(End. of interview)-
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