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pi7~t.S'L'ii::FT v'ith "V, v:'le .r':'3ttAkl ..Bir Nell .

w:ir .. i}:r6vVelV a ljstt .C2LEt7,

iS H tl,e c .~ `, f,) wOct titl_ o1 your pre~:{ mt.'v-.ir . .~fa.~Ll, is

0-:) i3 ition " .

i:cnre.~~atari~re of a~rs4i~loy~.~xs 3aa t ~~ `x~>~~ ~~rxx~l=ay~ie~.t

Co: misSion.

Mr . i_3irdwell, -,:Jhen nn:? Cid you first rrlcet wir :1'reside'nt"

l1 long time ago when we \[.'£' .r E'. both boys . T .e %Jas living in

uda . Ourp--~,rcats ~<jan't been very

close but we mot and knevr each other and as ;~ result of this, our

friendship continued or, from then until the preseat.

Saod ,,torjQs about him z s a b(q which you

rer,ae ber uvmd wou!6 i . Ce M".'AorY tJ kno-- ?

t19tOi'y ilk;}:at to cs3s I ~~ iose I :L:247t=1 . ~,c ii~?ilt''.i: ;

You c?-4n'1 wa to callc" ;e with -aim, cad yotz ?

r

1-low hid

G ":)Idnlaa :

i-D : -Anson City and I was livia.~; in

Project?

Are t'. er

don't th-i

ii corfs.e to he associated witii him in the NYA

I had been in South America a few years and after returning

I wanted to t o hac~ to South America . . I had written him to ask his

a- ssista'rice .̀-Wit t, .--- Zt :tte Departn`1i"nt in ti`s-' procedure I abould take to

z a a contact . X: that time, lie Nvas Secretary to ~,tx . Richard Klebers
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,.a_

and lie Lad written i -n-e about the pi-irticullar department I should Conn-

r aurilcate .-:inn in i'iashinc#ton. Jvvas ill tt.: yarocesk) of doing; this whelz

h- ~:=ray a~),pointed the :Mate di:--ctor of the l'Tational Youth .A.iministrati :on

r e called rye to meet him on a 5Lay morning at the oldfor Texas.

:Fast Office Cafe iri Sari la'arcjs at

Kellam.

Pardon Y-, e, what were you doing in South America?

I had been an accountant for Gu genbeirn Brothers of

New s ,ark at the old nitrate company in Iviarie Elena, Chile . And

so I met Jesse aKzlian-r at this cane and just a afew minutes later the

President walkev in ;~a2d -we had a cup "]I coffee . .lid' said 'he ',Vented

two tell. ~<:35 and ree st-ory about AAe was going to do. sV ~' got

in his :War and we : ?- around 4nd he talked about the op ortuuity- that

was being offered y,w:3 pe;~ple far tr inin. and work i~,xperience and

tlae opportunity to - -o school.

Excuse ;-: .e, but we like to -et the details even though sorze

of thorn may see. ves: .bxor . Do you remdraber what kind of a car

it was ire was dam.-

Yes, - ;. a Ford Phaeton, as they called then then.

Do ;-o=a remember much of that conversation

a?4t:d, or rather he did most o.If the talking about

tho many young e_ -,le wi_zo viere out of school and out of jobs, arad how

Ices,

in those days'?

'clock. I zx et him Ind jeElse
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t1hr,migh the proyram of the

be given an opioortunity t-,3 earn enough to k-Ather stay ia s'chool

or g,3 to scl-ic)ol . Those who viould not be able fig ;-,O tj. fJCJIOOl COUld

earn a small amount of n-ioaey and some wonderful work

tirliet3 ' very

at Sur.

Yes,

IV'hat

about, lv~r . Bird-~e

President liked tm-

P-e telliag us abaut tire drearn that many young People had and how

il!a had been through the same road a femv years previously and how surne-

thing likt- this would oiler sach a chance for young people. We gathered

that dreana in ourselves and agreed to be a part of it and go to work,

N'Vhen he tal%ced in those days, *NIx . Bird well, did h~: talk

quickly, emotionally?

Very quIzAly, very decisively, very pointedly and many

dangex ->z.izIy -ith b-otlh haads off the steer:ag vAheel.

a -,wnre of his NTyp, ,-3ointraertt vvlhea you carne to

ling?

z--,ad it in the paper a few days 'before.

mpression as t,,.) h--j,%,v that a -ppointment came

3,ume of his old friendi liave a feelinrg that the

NYA project so much that be vv-(-nt t~.3 his fricads,

like Mr. Carner azd NA':, Rayburn, zmd said, I would like to do this .

(ATers said it carne moot on the reconunendation of people like Alvin

Wirtz . DO you VIO-Ov how it came about ?

I do not kno.%v.

meet

_3 ..

tional Youth Adminiotration they viould

LBJ Presidential Library 
http://www.lbjlibrary.org

ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT 
Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781]

More on LBJ Library oral histories: 
http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh



         

Then t,.a office was down in the Little -iield nuilain . Would

you please describe tire physical set u:a '

Our offices were on the 6th floor and there wer- approxi-

mately three or four offices to start wi.th. There were two particular

phases of the program. one, was the school aid -pro-gram, in which we

made allotrneatia to the various schools and uaiversities . The officials

of the various schools and particular un versities were given a direct

grant and they selected the boys and girl*, between 16 and 25 inclusive,

who would be given these jobs . The other part' of the pr..?-ram was the

ZxJork experience pr J.-gra Those were the two 3:`ta iz3: divisions of 14YA .

did

1' Ya '`~"a:sil:3-£?tCTL3 f c". remem .?3r ti3* offices, Uzo ",vel but h

?1 that the President htd one office and you all were in the

other. office. Is that y ,ur recollection too

John-=an had one office and then there was a general

reception office and N-.z . Xellam, was in. the other office. A%lost of his

time was given to the, school aid progr n. qtr . h. B. Griffith, a West

Point graduate, -was, I belief, in charge of the work projects program..

the State of Texas.

My first rtisponsibility was head of the worics project for

our first big project u:as a project sponsored

by the Texas M hway Department in which they furnished supervisors,

trucks and rnaterial and we furnished the young men to '.wild the beginning

of the roadside park system in Texas .
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11ow [lid this idea corns ah"Ut? It is Unusual.

Mr . Johnson feit that this ;~rk>vkld be a pZogran-l ;Which would

be ideally suited for tease young people, to per -nit them Ito vl ,3rk and get

some experience, sums W%Ulla and training with their hanes --n-Axing

a, buAldiag sidevva-llks, building arbors . build-concrete and laying bxi

barbecue pits, benches and tables, building little driveways off

the road to go into the park. Ea felt that this was very fundamental

in teacIndaig boys skill N%,ith their Imnds. It was his idea endirely. I

xvint litre him to the "rewas Hig-Eway Department -- I forget who wag

the State EngLneer at that time -- and we ta-lked with then- 1 and lvir.

Johnuua sold the State Engi-net'r on the -)ro,,-ra2ai and- they agreed

s then brokon dovm nith each

he various districts of the 11,ighway

Department all over the Wat" They agreed with the idea and we worked

then through their various local District Engineers .

towe leave the subject of the physical appearance of

the offices, fir . Johason's office was rather small, wasnft it?

Yes, it was a small office . I rena-ember it very vividly.

It seems that it was 'M ; 603 was the reception, and 605 was Mr . Kellam's

Once .

to acce-ot it as a state-wide project.

one of the District

Befo

ro

Was he frequently on the telephone'?

Not as much then. He was on the telephone a great deal
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lath '"ile waa usually out on those long legs all over the city, meeting

people %who :would be helplul in forming they prORram .

than any of us .

old Littlefi el d B

1i,11,01-It S,s.stern va s

flights of stairs,

our rr-ail or Wha

What kind of a boss was he ?

Ile was a very hard NvorkinA boss . Fe was there earlier

Row early was that -- aunt Wits a typical day?

A typical clay vvas between 7:30 and 8, and I gill say usually

9 to 1' o'clock at night -- day after day, week after -txeett. Saturday

,vas a wo.k clay and Sundays we Nvere usually tryin3 to catch up can

Borne Items of mail in the Office . I remember very distinctly that the

electric plant. '1z,.ey had their owu generators in the basement, so then

where our first offices were, had its Own

rs, rather than the cities, and at 10 ;30 at night

they cut off their ei - . ricity scz' Chat meant that we had to walk dawn six

rse than that, it also cut off the lights . W'e still

had to see . All were equipped -with old gas burners and we

would tu ::j on t~%o.se jets, light them and work by gas light until we finished

t Was.

Were there jnany personal mernentoee of the President in

his olfice

I don't remember his keeping go many thinks can his

deaic. 14e kad so:: ~c pictures, not a great neimb#:r of then,, on the wall.
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obably hij rnother or Lady Bird?

I just don't rerniu.mber.

What wa a his manner in thosift day-4 ?

'V'ery strict, very decisiv, very pointed, very buginess-

like . We had a lot t3 do, aad we did not have ana r-atich tiine for fun as

people who were 25 should have had -,,v

great annount of work and la~r force.

Did Mrs. Johnson play rntuch of a role in NYA or w-2wv she

the bomebody?

She -was more tho hornebody. I don't rernaznber her ever

be!-ag in the offices ather Chan rnaybe to drop by . They had rnoved i-ato

Bob Mont-gon -lery at that tirne.

vieniber the exact address of Uhat b:a~rie, by ay~y

chance?

a hozne that bel,3--gi

Do y

I CH-Lak p~aLt it i s tjAe 2600 block of fit. Gabriel . It was a

t,vva-story ho-u:oL- vAth a main ro=i that had a ste2,-u? into the dining
4

roorn and One ::althen and then froin that step-u?. there kxtere stairs

that <~,-snt to a te-coiia floor . There was a big porch -- seerns like it

was ordy off of the 1-first deck hall . Quite a nuniber of nights we had

in which we %nould read the act which created

AcL-ninititration as well as the rules and regulations

vVashington. There -vr.,e i--iould gvy over thenn ParagraPh

staff mteetiags the

the National

eve received 10;

with those long hours and the
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- 9, -

by anal PA41e bY -Page, to determine w1hat WaJ rneant and

what vve st-iould do. jfady bird alway3 had coffee and cake for us .

This was usually -pretty late zxt nigl-A .

Why did you go over those thingLia. so carelully? -YVas it

rulfir,jn,,4 the task exactly or

were you trying to find aixt how much authority you -really I'lad?

Wy went over them because 10-r . iol-tnson asked us to corne

otit and go over theyn, and llklr . Johnson wanted to go over thern be-

cause 'Lie xvan4,ed flhings to be absolutely correct. For instance, later

in the prtagram., Ster the first several rnonthg, 'we were !-.aving. trouble

ce to cooperate '.-Ath U19 in tile place..

T,~cy had a very valid reason for doing

rno,re j_n,, qortaa_t ~,i ;4et adults to With more iacon-a to tire £ami3.y,

$7 to $12 a MO-nth- F-0 hOin busy as ,,re

tilat you wanted to make curW you we

in gettizI the rs~_rt `.-iorth IiN' PA of

me-Ilt Of theSe

in that thw

than youth

everybody

_.-ere Makin

all -,were in t_~-aze daYs, or, a crasli pro~;ran-. of trying to get VMS tO
4

wort: and runaelf W Circudation, the NVIPLA olrlicials were ?,,jving first

Priority to thniz l afzernent of adults . lvfr . Johnson as'ked me to

go to Fort IiVarth and get SO-Me RSSI~nlnents of youths on projects there .

It was the snal major city in Toxcas where we didn't have any substantial

nllrnbers 10 asked nn-e to go O'at there and I did and I got in

z ~>nd b4L,--camiu very unpopular to the: r-"'ttertt that the District
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Mrac"Or lvi" jo'af~'Son Skjj'-j tolij 'him j~'A 11,10 Out
c"Or Of

of there ; that I '"aa In their 'Sway.

to ao and 'aa rae U? there to

people to aad if he could get S"" COO'T'3eratioa

ve
d be, able tOhelp oat Of UICMIS W0 1

lc) .r {;ov,.ea the nasne of tllf- Diatrict jDjrector in but Ile

EArttctor of
th'a %"fP.N' vVith

ver anal told
y,.3ung 'rov

O
'fficeq in ;San NntOniop the old S

,njt ,
an
_

1,41r . Droughtt'nat he had to d>
Ls7_

me fir 'd

jrftu~-i zvnd gild then, to firee off tiv
Drought Qallcd Wa ShIt ,

NYA. Mr .

I talked to
jollaason had already )ton avvi a fi e-cision was made

he future, that tai one hired
at tj,.at tirvie, for V--te firat tLno ~0016 fox tA

at Fort

cell 1'.arry `i3roug'ht Vila-3 the

VISOZ5 Cx5e,or fired 1 1̀YA s"er

and vq , ja ~> done .

3
t'he 'height of tqe Opor~tlo11 C1.1rh.1 jo hx1soniz period,

b__.:cjue ->eOPIe -a
Ilow Imany ere,

your 3elf

irk KIM& t

Yes.
"We s tarte a out originallI

Becaase ,va haCA districts later on. ,,

Mr. Kellam -WROmy,3OL; a,,,d
As:

f
.
johnso-a .

-,~vjth three
of us

f 3~:ducation a nd we four formed

ort 1oan W us fro','-,
the state Departme

of

'20 th

at

'D. it tc? p"%t

lar . johmon. SZO I rlt~aly
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nalned
SUPOMSOr's ,t f. The iirat gxrl on tile Payrall 'A rl

Marie T,yndall- She a very irjZ3 ag ;irl aii,

thew. We eniarged nurnber. tilee fiUcstVVor~-s IR-presentative," Our

We'd call it. And then whea fir. Grlth cza-n4-, -j,/er ts~ take over CkIZAt --

he was an engineer graduate 10 Nvent lackat State Finance

Wfice,r and v;e gradually grewo At fire we had four (Ii9tricts Ja Texas ;

four men in the field. vie gradualh, expandef) . The la

we 11ad ;vaq 12 di stricts, w1iic'h was just prior to Mr . Johnson's going

to WaShingt0a AL '37 as Ccnigress-.-nan. At tit time, I would SO' that

thare %=, ere appxoydrnately 15 to 23 or, Qe awpervisory staff.

JXJ Austin?

ILL Austila.

And roag"!Ay 1-10"N MAT"Y ar"ad th

, another 70.

you rn estioned the roadside parlks as one of tic NYA

*~--ibe- several other iniportant projects that

roadsMe project was t~e number

ROUS

Qo7

eat numuer

projects . Would you

I.~ :was particuaarly proud of-

. .
one in his view¢ :'35 z'' it .i

yes. That is right . That was tho first lbig project and one

of our larc;est overall projects . The second group I would say in co-

Operation with Cie %-ariouz recreational departments of the cities in

Texas, In which we cleaned and enlarged swiA.-ming pools, built jAatfornaz,

diving p1 .-.1tfk)rzns, and picnic: areas, and even sonne arnall bath houses .
0
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- 1 1 -

Va"'w'" 0' ?arks Wk the var
'~'xa Cities veey 1.3r .i~e

X10" b-Cau*t the Sinperviston -v,,na -11-r--..Rdy estat&ihed !a the varjouisl

Cities . In additim to Qnst, they had Same of the

'""49NZY, such Q$ lunib'Ar anr menc, T"ACJ Zind rna -r-__
11 ,A4 t~>ols for these boys to use. sr-j #-i,~ -1

V-1w ozau Dig'se*t -
~7' -je- w2ka the

nor, ,m Ie ""L zo ;,AD J-')V !- ,*r A atlis cities, tkllrough their Recreation
,)-~Partrm-ents .

-0't',9"38"y 1-nanY Of 01.%x projtctv ver*

th,e t'~PA- -Wha- tever typo Of work that thby vvere ~ Ojng in varjz~vux
COI-n--IluaitiOs M211Y ti ,-Lneg 'I'le tied irt directly vAth . did the th-inga
that anskilled and younger could do 1,11 Conncctio-'A vAth the 'V:Irnet "* -A V-10'rK isrommeo a,i

5 --rlecl on xvith me 1", PA T -1 t

whetLe" If I44 aAASHn mno nont x
I IRxit"M vve Z;tar ted

called Smang in w~nich 1 3'~ ir-
%7eze t1lught s

Li*

trade or vkjjj s.
9- et a Job th4t w1h;'t the poj-~J.- "Vag ?

TIM N correct,

in se-nerzAl W-I's to trala young ~Dec>ple in a

P Y 4nsonnn' Of the
'r~niver$lty of Texas,

reRorter then, haa paid
'"bat it s: ",9.t3 h-I tJ 1-mpressio-a

V-1at the -Nm'A

one in
the Preald

gave hira -j cie.~,Ir
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Id do of ixn~ortaat thin,-4~i vv~,

C 1Ould not manage thenaselvea, that it gave d37.?-7i the lir:`3t ~ eal 4ensd of

the use A government t~ satiaiy hanann neeel ' 3:-IwJ s

a3-::0a too?

I would SAY an, yes, becauae this Nvas Ms first J06 rifter

te,-wchin,~l,, chool other than the apprani

tto MIr . Dick Kleberg,. Wlhile secretary to IM-1 r . Dick --Kileberg, 31 am

sure that he got a broAd prospective of government function ..; and V-Arious

deparonents and lho-,v they aprdy- Keir own particular sp.heres of in-

fluence to people's Evea . Bnt that was zia overall p-icture and since this

was M9 first askimment. I ana sure

with the needs of young people. I mould say t-hat tbis probably -elled

great extent -- th,,e o1pportunity for Coe :FeJeral

ethic; very that

either the states could not or would not accept .

a ll in the n)_ally -you had vvithlly Co,av

hirn . the staff uneetings and so forth, of hil.4 ever saying t1aings aloag

tiiis line? I shat-Old think it wa)ala have corne xrp. I'm ;iure you -'mera

criticized by 1vostile elvnnenta in Che state wha called the NYA a boo-a-

doggle.

in ._is x-nind to a

Government to tallte at~ps in doizag

0 YaU

the state 3

ate four °years he -.Ya :3 Secr

tied in "'s a school teacher

-a. X ,,

There yeas very littlo c r iticisrj ~j t,,Ie ~,T
,,'jtional Youth Ad-

ministration W Texas for two rep.sous . In the first place, it v,, ,as filling
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a very ner-*d Clat vjaa

readily see that their boy or girl

co,Ajej ~.ot go othermiiae- They also samo this

a-ad doing c->natructive work and tia you ha

III the people. There was v

ti"O i'latiOnal Y -Outh J'-dministration . In the later days, a,ner v* was

criticism.

Thi-4 is after Mr, Jobnoon left?

he loft. And it -,tjas-,j't in -particular because

lie had goat . It -was os"i because we began to approach fuller employ,

ment during the years leading inumediately into the wa-r . The criticia-t-.1

Nwas principally t-,va t4onzces . One was that there were twDough

WIP"A a-0- the --NYA, vhlch -wa3 true, aa hr,;c 1h .

m szhowl ipeoQple, of t;+*- big1wI ec':,r.,Ion,

ea direct the hu-ids being, ch-annell-ed into the schools .

They felt that *-uould be done through the State Department of

Educati'>n. 4

Ties, to go on, xvith ilia xrynethods of operation and philosophy.

Mr* So'.-msan was a person who believed very much in :staff

Ele lwould outline a problem or situation and he wmild ask

This is

The ;uecond crinew

that we were

After gollngg

was fr

- 1 3 -

easily recognized . All parents could

-able t'a PO to School -wheu thoy

oy or girl earning dalLars

ground support from

y little criticism in tie early days of

meetings .

each one of ut ;. .a turD to grive olar personal reaction arA suggestions.

m each oxie of us in turn, he would usually burr; ft up 'by
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ying, ~'Tlaank you." THen before -Ne left, -3z, thereafter, he

N;v-.--kuld tn-ak~ hig announceine tit _~j to Ida own dleci--Aion. -,V -as a very

decloive person. I`e -.iould azk advice he didialt al6vayl- Like it.

During this period wovild you call I.-Am an all-out New Dealer

er or zoine such adjective aa that"

I would say that he waa -in all-out ~Te-w Dealer .

Admiration for the President perao-nally a.-.-Id for his Micies 1?

lie greatly adraired President Bkoosevelt. Ele was strelngly in

favor of all iHis policies b-ccause he believed in them. Le could see that

this wag 0.16 off :any ti ings that mi=x ealdent Roosevelt was doing at t1hat.

tilne t,.Iat . ---4nd cons tructive and ~xee-dI.--d .

ualas tic su?pcx, ~;er of President Roosevelt.

johnson over deliver any speeches as the -r-TYA

or an onthasla

Director

member a gre

boys and

5~z- aa

ic 'New De

ew . While he was N

,kvas a. very en

Director, I cannot re-

nuzaber Of PuIL3"c P-Rpearances .

t a rr:attev of policy or was he just toO busy?

I Nyould say- off-hand that our obj ectives that v4ere sent

ton were alre.:Ady outlined and set up. it was adown from

matter of ouir &Uovring them . So lie had no part-icular need to make

public addresses to gL-t public support for us . I-Ii4s rw-afl was to get the

19 to work and tli~t toollk a great deal oi tizi~e . Ee confA?rred
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VVIth 13LS of Out*lde individ"al-4 in ii-rnrig of .Jugg~stjoijq ~=,,jjd

:2 , .Iclh 'a .4 .P.,Ivin 711't."'..-- -,','ho, if I oa tlae V1.40r,

t1he _-bova Lis, 41>1d I !-UlOW h;.: i,aas oiten xp in offlee

t-al,king -:vita Sm about our progrann

im-portant throughout thij peric.),d 7 z"~e wia

a m,_~.mber of the Advi3ory Council, -wag lie not'?

Yes . Ilk- Nvz-,.8 amember off the ~tate Advisory Council.

Ania hi :; oqice wa3 )xn the :j ,_-venth floqr?

It mas la Cie Littlefield Buildhipg and i.-IF I remember

c0rxf~Ctl- it was on the seventh I'loor .

' a i member9 of t'he AdAi;Ory C-oiiacil -,vexe partl

tam P: eside-nt ~

Rad t"-~ ?resident picked his Adviit:,,ry Council hinnself __

I don't inean technicai

the=t?

Yes.

Wips AIAa Vlirtz the older person tj,j t 1.,e rnost turned to

during this period i"

1 ,ay yes .

Could 'y4oll tell ULS a little abo?ut *Wirtz? What lie waa like

larly

aa im, ;?Ortammt

but -were these People th-at 'Ile Wanted on
i
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too.

vla3 an e-X-State 50AAtor . a i-aw : :Ice,

a very fine firm and ".-;Onator Wirtz hinw"If Avaa a, 310"

ta
-led

awkyn indivi'dual . "bout 3 fefit 9 nnd -
lking, SM-C

about i F) pounds, snanked a cigir almost CO"Iti'a"aal)" "'d reall
y

did not ever have tog jy uch to say.

Very c ~gey - - shrewfj i~

q use: t*ne term i cagey ~nd slhre -wd as xyoach. aa I

w1hat ?eopl,3 SAW and
would zay deep-thin'ALI.9- a CL'Xelu ->f

then a very careful -,%a-Alysis of
ed and q~at his state eats

were.

1 -'Y:~~uld4

`rte aq he an e~t"ausia3tic 14--W Dealer too ? 1je later sevved

as- Under Secretar -,,r of Interior .

YC5 , ]j[ would say so- IAs enthu.,31aatn- -k Personal th"I"g-

BY that I rnean it. lz~ireectea ms thinl-iAng aaCz 1115 activities a great deal.

taut yr.)u clidn't h~&-"

Wit'hin h13 Ci-- C

trerneadou-5p
was well kno-wn and very influential-

as feel"ir
1,
k,

On this point of Mr . Ransom's, that it was during this

dent first Sa-w t,;Lje real possibilities of ~;overnment
period that the liresh

i n, the service of ordinary -people, did you Sea the irnpression that that

was actually ha?pening in the sense that he more and more felt this as

S,:_nator ~';irtz pr ,)Pounding t,,Iz New meal a lot.

:ends tnc33 1113 iniluence of Ae , ,111ch
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h,~= Went through his NYA ':vark"i'

Administration Act itself,

Y',4, cur aye didn't talk riuch in those gen0ral p: ilosoiaizic
t¢'xms, It .-as always a 9~ecific job to be done . ;- ot of our work was i n

reference to a specific upplicatioq of the rules

iad to Operate Y.1:L ei' . ';hey ;c)ere directed ~rr .,)re to b :,Decific
usations vi.ahin txze .?°"n ai3tratiou of them -- the National youth

Did you file NYYA reports from Austin to '.V ashin ton.F 9
Yes, tVt: xilc-d reports in terms of :o-vv many young people

Nve had vioriting, usually by sex. That is, low ninny girls we h;a.d
Wor'tiing s Flog =ary pois w%e had -working- bow Maily nlan hours were
PUt is war these ?-e--391e, the i?ercenta,~:Ye of supervisory personnel, -with

t:..tlie' 1' refQ~'esr -_ the Preswezit ;xas s`l tsJo /` very conscious about
ct~'is -- to our C ;~f7n, e p ns ?,+ s.trz other wards, hox=,+ It?uch it Coat

us to 3~tit a boy - .. ~:ri to work'.

is. xaat-ed to keep that expense ratio low,

oe-ulations that

wv.?s very Xnuch iq th-t li31e as, zitate iina:1Ce
,I fi .�~.3 get the reputation that before I'd issue anyone even

a new ;"oil t e{ ilzd to turn the stub back in.

Cory that may be of iizterest was about a bo y in

San ,;Y =, nax :ed Rersey Joi:nson, no rel_tive, and l-lersey
isnpt fasr:i~z= a- :e =~r a r3alzcil sharpener, Si:Ice Vie:sey' :a office ".4as in-
side tare A'V ¬P.A I fait that there "r7rasn't any re ;i :3on -::+hy ?:e e julrin't
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use the0s. Go I just didn't send him ane. Ee kept on pestering rncd

for a pencil sharpener. Pinally he asked M.r . Jolhns ,:la i1c there was

any way that lie could get a pencil Dharpener . :he just couldn't "',et it

out of me. Sin Nin Johnson asked nae if I couldn't find some--.vhere

in the budget $1 . 35 to buy ;a pencil sharpener for lilersey Johnson.

become quite a poim witn me . I have been saving over many

years an old box of used razor blades . So I fixed thia lbo% up, put a

pretty red ribbon &round it with s bow on it* and sent it to 1ersey

in which I said under z~,parate cover I am

8e*xRn,9 you the pencil sharpener that yo~ u wanted . I haven't heard

the last of those rear blades yet.

Biz6-well, did the NYA work of the "residentak~

Ihim --x-ell enoush- wown ia Texas so that the average citizen k-riew the

name Lyndon ic.

No, it not. That goes back to tile fact you asked me

concerning naaUng a large number of speecc.~-a . kle just waa not

opular'"in its full sense -- -not a

but in terms of being well-known. As a, matter

and I have no reason to doubt it, that when he

chose to run for Congress 02at he had to be introduced to the 1viayor

hic't% was the largest city in the 10th Congressional District .-

B. C-riffIth, does he live in Austin now ?

This

Johnaon. I sent a left

Popularly Itnown,

I-natter of popula~:

of fact, Illy)

of Aastin,

wain the term '

LBJ Presidential Library 
http://www.lbjlibrary.org

ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT 
Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781]

More on LBJ Library oral histories: 
http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh



��

- 19 -

lie now lives just ontaWn of Washington, in Marylaad, and hVS his

twon en,iateriag firno engineering coylsultant worv" When the

President w- a~ Irtaugurated i-a January there -,,vas a quickly g,:Aten

AdministraLion peo,:Ae , Th~"

Tnis teas floe

gether naeeking of the National Yout

:-,; as a I'Ittle coc'-Ktail hour and Dyfr . GrMith was there .

first tix-ne I had seen him si-ace about 193a or '39.

And O'he other r1ame YOu me"1110"d as the first secretary,

h4arie .y~ttlc7ll " - wh-ere US ahe now?

Shele stiil in Austin, :Eia far zas I knov;.

Is obte -married ?

I think 44-iels married.

~o-,,v to reach her?

always been fur

hAs decision war. iza

office . Tlhat

WON.

Do

We cawk try .

Now, to =Ivve on La 1115 last days of ~"TYA and the Congressianal

campaign.Mr. zar

President's deci

that direction, it, Yens about?

I feel that in the background of Nir . Johnson's mind had

Oki*rllic s ervice end when Mr . Buchanaa died,

to enter the political field and seek elective:

,rvas I %,uould say, very largely by Alvin

ell, wQuId you tell us what you know about the

t~ run for Congress -- who influenced him in
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zen lpe fn, ill the decision, p-lic,

g iler, c1id lie call You youn,4 f

yos, I rernernber that r-he john~*nls haiLl nnovn-d to a

place oi res then known a!aNo. T ,-o- idenco

buibding Klonged to ex-Senator Brownlee raf `\u6tia- R ---vas a VsVo-

Story dupplex and the joh-USOWS had One &;idle of it -I-Cld I'm alm.oat

$ure this x.-,as a Sunday. I received ti -c-all out at z~uda -'Vas

living --,,,t thi.q time .

TI-is was on a Sunday iifternoon, close to dark, and

either Mr . Johnson or soxneone in t1-.e ho-ase, it 2r-,!.;.y 'Lave been -T-..)Cly

Bird, called 1xie- to C:orne up to the -Ihouse, that Lyndon vYanted to tal1r.

to me. When 1 got to that house, Senator V- Virtz wa-9 t~1~re in the

kitchen and Jesse 1011am was there and I believe 'vlillard Deasoci .

eing there .

And S+:mator Wirtz said that Lindr)r, has decidbed to run

for Congress ~,Dd vvelve got to do all we can to help Lim. There kvas

a. matter of finances slad there vvas a zy-, atter of so.-me advice as to

he recalls

i
the people he sl.ould see . lie started planming im.-neeiiately at t"'.1at

time v, ho each A us could contact.

Did you Chink he -,?a a going, to win at Chat time 7 'LVlr .

Cl,-)ude YVIld, trie campaign manager, said. he, dildn't think he Was

going to win. a t the beginaingi . lie got convinced Im the mir36le Qf the

LBJ Presidential Library 
http://www.lbjlibrary.org

ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT 
Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781]

More on LBJ Library oral histories: 
http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh



���

cpmPaQn. Ware you YOIAII,~4 LKhUmiaatS pure KOM t

we vVere spot.

It loaked bad, ciitiri`t it'd

-Well, therl~~ was a laxge eleal, nurnp

very close a.9sociate of 21,1r . Buchaaan .

quite a conservati ,,re &astrict, eras it amt?

Yes, it -v--lag conservattve .

had an inside track but since in tho5e days it -,vas hit,

one, zane. there -was

one. person that many people felt had the i:islde track. 1% was

General Avery, or Colonel Avery as xxe called him, v;bo had been a

looked lilke Colone.1 Avery

aelianing ?,

man who won,

it was a question. of who lot the o-ne extra vote, and INkr. Johnson earn-

paigned all on the "Nfe-x Deal, on his adl-xerence and belief in it. And

s he said, he could get up eaMer and meet more pew>le and stay ivp

later than anybody Me and a-a a result of it he felt like he. cvuld unn.

The tent.-, congressional district was then considered

And yet he ran on a New Deal ticket and won.
4

That is true and I think that the, reas-ans that Lyndon

Johnson won, the b

at t)-,e firms -- there was morn personal popularity rather than a

coonplete acceptance of all of his 'New Deal philosophy and (2) Mr .

Johnson just zaw naore people and in Inia very warm and per5onal

reasons, were (1) the popularity of rloosevelt
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expreasioni; to them, nna4e them feel like ha was a person who v.,ould

re,,?resent each individual .

Dicl you sae titer caarnpaz,~n _x

Yes .

Give us a description of his carapaigna rnaaner . Do you

rernernber a specific speech on some street corner or at a little

gathering ?

Well. Specifically, I taok him out to South Austin to the

end of -,shat we call 1, 11ain strut, Congress Avenue, which was ahnost

the southern limit of Austin at that furze . Anothar 2erson took our

car bacirc to -,vvared town five or six bluc~~rs, and we would just go in

every store,

WOOM personal!

door to where

and look t'hernn

ev-er ,yr fire station, every place of business and he

t every person in there nil tae v,,ay to the L-ack.

r was sitting . lie would give thern his card

and give them a bid; hearty handclasp and

say, 1 11 --n L)-"-u'on johnson, I want to be your Congressman."-

3 zernember.

h1 ja had P- little white card?

Jusz a -.x:zite card, the usual kind carried by candidates .

It said Lyndon 3. ~ohn ;3on . I n--ay have soxne of them carne .

ve many speeches on carnera or in buildings?

4
lizve a card? What did Ithe card say
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No. 1-lis to amtali 8roqps . C3 .

lie mrvar s ,3j>ke to any large xneetinga .

,at 'Public x---ieetinas that vvtre

Would in"ite all oif ti-le to Curne

would

1 ,-rnadie quite. ~., a t fa i r S,

111c ,13, and --nany ti
"'es v"!"'!re a

ppear, he
anu appear.

he s- oke . did he uae stories or wan he v~yry sej.iotj9

EC? WAS very Serio"s arad 'hat be wrta talking c:bout mainly
was that he wanted to 'fielL) -'Zioose-velt do tFGit- j0a- He talked particularly
about Me Completing of the Buchanan -. Dmaa . T11-Lis was the large da.--.n that
was started by Samuel L-usull. And he the lbria.ging of
povver to the rural peo,~Je.

areas, about reducing the drudery of the woman on the Orr% Wing-
ing her electricity and lights, brinning wdlkiag ,aiaclaines to the farroer
and waghing rnacl-d-nes to the wife.

W-hen i)e was talking befor.-y city groups do ~. ou recall aay
of his the-r-nes?

One tin the big things he uged was the industrialization of
Tt.-.x--s in terms of t1he power that would be generat-ed and how rauch
that -%,ould irfluence the growfla of cities . Another thing that I re
rnerriber, he lalt hard at the differential in the freight rates between
the North aud Souk.). There should be more equitable charges by
the UPS& compzvaes .

Do you rem.ember any other things he j~articnlarly stressed

- 2 -'1 -

used thitg very effectively in tie rural
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in the rural or urban areas'?

No.

Th4~ carnpalin waa about fiva or six xv ;eeks, wa~at it?

w--ia about iiix weeks. It seerna that Buclhanan died lid

February and we had tlae rest of February, all of Nlarch --.n

A-pril 10th. I rernernber that
Wk the Uight of J%PXil 2, he had a rally

called to speak in the District Courthouae in xNustin. Alter the speech

was over, I went up to where he Haas and he was covered ,-jith per

spiration . It wasn't a particularly hot night it was crowded

and there was no air-conditioning.1--'e was covered with perspiration

and he was constantly wiping hia ibriow and he turned to nle and sald-

llltn sick. Stand here beside ine. " I -,vas standing thexe beside hi.-wa

trying to hell) get people to shake hands and on by so lie could

meet each one personally.Parnodiately after n4ost all the people LLad

left, he asked rne to go somewhere and do som.eOntag for hirn. I

forget -what it :gas . But he left there and went to t1he hfaii-pital.

4,Vas that the Seton, the Catholic Hospital?

Yes, t:r.at's where he swan taken iv Seton hospital. And

he was operated on somewhere after naidnight that night.

And that was appendicitis

And t:aat was appendicitis .

Up uatil
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Can I come b,-Ack to the very begi-nnizzag o

and where did' 1--Ir . Johnson anziounce his candi6acy'e

lf~ announced his candidacy formally, -,t Wgo! dridge Park

in Austin with a largifa reception -- by reception I mean a large vr~

lie had a great nurnr laer on the platforrn. Eis Y-nother ,vas tia-ex-e and

sister lfiuci was there and he had a I-Rrga political rally.

And did lie announce his thenne of his campaign'? Was

there a specific elagan that Lyndon Johnson identified hinneelf

I? Ah ?

140,

that Lyndon Johns*

Ot remember any alogan except the general slogan

-a per5on v4lho can get the job done-

campaigix.

We Leard that he Made early speeches in San Marcos.

I lka:xte :it speeches in San Niarcos . As -- matter

of fact, nrying t~ that far back., it kind of ser'-- --rns like his first

nnnouncernent --;as at San 101arcos, at the State Teachers' College .

I believe he mzde h13 announcez-nent in the Assembly liall.

T

1 `,:TeAleve that was his firat speech and 1 think the

one I had reference to vias the first speech in Auatla.

lv_r, ~Dirr-iwell, did the president think he waa going to

y-oxi have any impression of that?

Zradent group?

win frori the

I ;-.o kr.praesion . I only that as the campaign

LBJ Presidential Library 
http://www.lbjlibrary.org

ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT 
Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781]

More on LBJ Library oral histories: 
http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh



������������

~,Ir- Jt~,-hns , a relcaived 't tel~grani Winn
Knaes Roosevelt . lboe exact vioruiing .1 OUt the Lni>reiii-3,?a

thAt it tneant to cQnvey, and that J:)hzlsoq i1sed it to Convey,
as vveli 19 all of law workexa, vnis that the

without Prez4ident 11ooseveit's sayi ng go.

from James RDOSevelt.

-Ndr- Birdwetj, about the Victory and the tri-p with "L'r,anklia
Rooseve!" let's t;'A'e these u,;) one by one . Th(-, Prvisident is over in

SetOn -1-10 $?ital and tlae carnpaiga headquarters. were Claude Wild's
office d-cl%entown. Chere was a sozt of a party in both o£ thern,

re you at Wild'a tera ?

NO, I was not. I Nvorking that day.

was there not -?

r

I We

ident ,va s bekdnd Linm

the ?'alerarn

xou rn-~Lkn -it yo-qr regular

Wello evert in thooe days .,,, e were v_:Ider t-1he 1-1atch Act,

an'i SU I was just -,vorlcin8.

Since Liz. Johnson hacl

there Nv~s nit teX> 7nuch celebration In h!so roorn as SUCII. It was

limited . T-here -,vere sozne ps:,,~ople ~here -_ but it eras linnited, because
of the sine of the room and because t-IM, doctor wouldn't permit it.
But I v-,,asn't at either place.

I-a terms of the trip with FDR which comes soon, several
of the President's old friends have said that it is their irng-reselon

V,.~ork ?

d such a serluus operation,
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thal. %veraor J -1-m-my Al I red got ia touch -wit'n ID, 0 ,:)aevelt .3,lizl You

ought to ta%e a look at thli 1young, ran. Hel ;~ r :>all- o C i

V~'ha_n Roosevelt came 6own .',o the uU for some fi ;_4 1,iinC, he called

.don Jc)hnso-n over, talked with "Mm, zi~aei 6o',r, Mrn bacm on tha

Presidential trala. Do y0a 'knov" anyt'ning aL>0 --at tb.mot?

I can tell y:m more Lnpre3siou than ~3ctual fact. And

that is that Jh-IMY All red V72's Governor and %vas r, friend ox Lynd ,,>a,

aad Governor Al Tred -.,vaa th-z one who arraagved the meeting . There

,.vas a very we,11-known pictuxe taken of all t'h..re#_;k %vitli vvi;ite suit

,>Oaevelt, Governor A] Ired ant', Johr.zon. The

in . j9hason to acconapany hLm on Che train. And

far a3 f-'ast Texas

and got 0if the train somewhers up there. I do riot believe '111e went

;27iington -with tie President.

Did }emu zver talk to President Johnz_%on at a later time

as to -what ha?pened in those meeti-ags ?

110 .

Do you

an -- Presielent

President asked

to t-ne

all Ohe vq.-ay to 'W

stories ?.

air Pnyt3~ing about tbem? Did you hear any

And did

his C,;)ngressions! duties? We're 0-,v in al, ~ ,Dut Or C-1 -IY

. Johnson go to to assume
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I,viay oi 1-937 .

Those elatas are all kind oi fog .;;y to -,no . I only know

that wlhen he aaka!d ma to go up as his secretary, I got as far as the

train with x-rAy ticket bought an one occasion'and he -gent someone tt-*,

get me off the train. I started agnin and that -wzas cancelled. Finally,

it says decided tltat a young p~-r2on `,>y the xiame of Carroll ICeach, w1ho

had worked for Nair. Johason when he was secretary to Ivj'-r . Kleb-erg,

and I would drive -Mr . Jahnson's car to Washington: !~Ax. Johnson

had gone to Washington and had taken the ozith of office, it seemed

like on a Thursday or Frida-y, z?.n.d Carroll Xeach and I drove in

the xfollo"'ing

right i-nto !--

a day or two

it 'I

:mot have been the May I 3th date ?

-,,-ere gnat we call today his Administrative Aide?

Administrative Assistant I believe they rcier to it

have.

T'3S .. ! tAak ads

9, each congressman hati a aecretary and Ias now. Li

was .1his

ja thoge Met days, he takes the oi, th and he Jumped

°=ror*-, -- vithat was the tone in the offica?

say, Mx . Johnson had arrived in Wvshin~ton about

ore Car roll peach and I arrived, Vie arrived either
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on a Friday or Saturday, I forget. It was iate in. tilf., afternoon ~11i'J.

we vier-a driving over to Elie Elause `.)ftic

Roosevelt delayed 105 Ang to

I'W"d no" even

golle.-ice t,-,,)stay . 2is %vaarrived, ',xe saw t,,r . jolinsonolle. t o try to find a p,,

Walking by the tide of the (Did Houje O'ffice BU114ing . 'We otopped and

ci)oke and he saW, I've -got z" Office, aZld he V.9 t1he au-mber . If

my naennory servea me right it v-'all 113- 1 remernber it on 0-1v

first floor . We -went to the office and tlh~re %-vere 13 bags of mail

waiting to be opened . After his WOW 0111 the IM , no one

had been there for some 5 or 6 xveeks aad Mr, jahason Inad delayed

his actual going, to `yVasbington urail the O-PPOrtunitY to jj~et PresideTit

R-.>osevelt was formulated and he ;ot to make his train trig with him.

And so besidea his ill-mess, the fact thAt .je v4as waiting c"a IFIreside-at

gton lor se-,reral weeka after his

election. All the m-~: I aSking for the JObs NOM U-10 Post-master Ge-neral

down to the janit_:)r ;f the F~deral Building in Austin -were here vaiti-

for us - 13 bags of mail, and Carton Ke ach mrS I started OlL thern
i

NOW got there that night, opening them up and sorting thema, till

way after naidnight.

Your very first night there, you a
I
jdn't find a place to stay

and yo`sx v:ere already at work?

A's right.

VI-here did you spend that night?

I thlak in the office.

Vi*F:ere did, he stay? Was lady 13ird --Ath him?
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rjas ~;Ut.

mail?

some Mad of

T)

VIO, Oady GicEl azati lvixr -.4. 13'lrdweil cam- up wltu-a sch3ol

Dj you ::now where he spent the first -tight"?

-?`;r), I hn-),agine it .gas at the Dodge' Kiou,,se .

Do you rernernber what he. said when lae heard about the

I just remember alb said, LeVia go VI -13 to tbe office . I think

we hive a lot of inail. Yes, he had alx eady anoved in ur moverd in

ooon thereafter to t1he KciiTaedy-'VI,' ;--rre -a A -;)artnrleats in WashingtorA. I

think they viere on ::o -nnecticut Avenue. Bob 1,1fontgarnery hat3 leneed

Hue apartment in Vyashiugton. R aeenas thot Bob lvZo -ntgoinery was on

W! assignment and the aParti-Pte"It '-vas vacant. III

furMshed apartmerit and I knaw tIjj.,-,tt -*\-.e lived out there together

Q the Xvnnedy-Warren ApartmeNs . 'T','hen I'vilre . Birdwell and Mrs.

Johnson came to '~

lived together in

Sarn Houston johason .

e Nennedy-

We lived in the apart-ment until 1-4ra . Birdwell

and I were able t3 gat one.

Do yota recall his first act as a Corngreasrnaa?

INo, I never got from the House &ffice Building to the

Capitol for five weeks . After I had been there five weeks, be bad an

urgent telephone call from . Austin and 1 went over and called him

hington about three or four weeks later, vve all

rren apa r~~xxent -vvith hip brother,
4
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off
the floor . I never even had tune to go over tu the Carpitol for the

first seven weeks I was these* y;je ,,~ere still working on those 13

sacks as' jtnaiL

Pow long did it take 7

Oh, about five weeks to get everything caught up. But all

those letters Nvere answered within the first ton days . If we didn't

have an answer s we acknowledged the receipt of them .

Lit . Bird-well, I have taxed your patience . I think that

covers the ques4i ons that I bad in nnincl . Is there any-thing else that

you would like to ;-iidd about time whole period ?

Just the im-pression that I 1-have fro.-n- may years of asso-

ciaz~--au with the Pz--aldent -- t1hat he so particularly waated to do the

- ed to C:o it cDrrectly .tackjoik

~:ujciently, and h. vvarkted to do it ec6norralcally-

.All of I-As efforts Nvere directO toward that main, objective. 11i3

pleasure$ vlez-e in -working. ;ti hereas rtrlajay of the rest of us Would

thLnk or a card garne, his was in talking about politics or

about the progra- A.-ad he was a very effective a-ad a very tireless

worker .

WM respect to leigure, Nvere there any books that you

recall as having Whuenced the President during this parlod?

I don't remember the Presidentl :~ reading n great deal

best job on

he wa-ated to iao
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3 1thiar than the volumes of regulations wad bulletins that we got from

t'L-,e national office of the'.NYA, aad they were nuz3lernus, 'He :via

busy, jvst readiag those aad keeping up -Atb thiags that had to be 6one.

Eie read those assiduoualy and very starellully so that he kmaw exactly

what he ovas talking about.

Thank you very nauch Mr . Birdwell. You have been

c-normo%islly helpful.
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Gift of Personal Statement 
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Lyndon Baines Johnson Library 

In accordance with Section 507 of the Federal Property and Administrative 
Services Act of 1949, as amended (44 U .S .C . 397) and regulations issued there­
under (41 CFR 101-10), I, W . Sherman Birdwell, Jr ., hereinafter referred to as 
the donor, hereby give, donate, and . convey to the United States of America for 
deposit in the Lyndon Baines Johnson Library, and for administration therein 
by- the authorities thereof, a tape and a transcript of a personal statement 
approved by me and prepared for the purpose of deposit in the Lyndon Baines 
Johnson Library . The gift of this material is made subject to the following 
terms and conditions 

Title to the material transferred hereunder, and all literary property 1 . 
rights, will pass to the United States as of the date of the delivery of this 
material into the physical custody of the Archivist of the United States . 

2 . It is the donor's wish to make the material donated to the United 
States of America by terms of this instrument available for research as soon 
as it his been deposited in the Lyndon Baines Johnson Library . 

3. A revision of this stipulation governing access to the material for 
research may be entered into between the donor and the Archivist of the United 
States, or his designee, if it appears desirable . 

4 . The material donated to the United States pursuant to the foregoing 
shall be kept intact permanently in the Lyndon Baines Johnson Library . 
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Date 
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Director, L'~ndon Baines Johnson 
Library for Archivist of the 
United States 




