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Goldman: DMir. Sirdwell, what is the correct fitle of your presant
Bhofubeaieiadinlsis

position?

«

Birdwell: Renresentative of Draployers on the Texas Dmployment
£z Iy o

Mr. Birdwell, when and how did you first meet ths Pregident?

A long tirne ago when we were both boys. He Was living in
Johnson City and I was living in Buda. Ourparents hadn't been very
close but we met and knew each other arnd as & result of thiz, our
friendshiy continued on from then until the present,

Are there any good stories about himn 28 a boy which you
remember pnd would like history to kaow?

Y

1 don't think history ought to record those I know. {laughter)

.

You didn't zo to callege with him, did you?

#
Tow Gid you come to be associated with him in the NYA

project?

I had been in South America a few years and after returning

s

1 wanted to 0 back to South America. I had written him to ask his

=3

«

assistance with the State Department in the procedure I should take to

make contact, At that tirne, he wasg Secretary to Mr. Richard Kleberg
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and he bad wrilten me about the particular department £ should C;om-

municate with in Washington. I was in the process of doing this when

hiz was oppointed the state diractor of the National Youth Administration

B

for Texas. e called me to meet hitn on a Sunday mnorning st the old
Post Oifice Cafe in San Marcos 2t § o'clock, Iinet him and Jesse
Hellam.

Pardon me, what were you doing in South America?

I had been an accountant for Guggenheim Brothers of
New York at the old nitrate company in Marie Flena, Chile. And
80 I met Jesse Kellarm at this caie and just a few minutes later the
President walked iz xad we had a cup of coffee. Iie said he ~wanted
to tell Jusse and mez a story about what he was going to do, W got
in his zar and we roie around and he talked about the opportunity that
was being offered %o ;ounyg people for training and work sxperience and
the opportunity to 22 0 school.

Excuse me, but we like to get the details even thoughk some
of them may seem very minor., Do you remdmber what kind of a car
it was he was driving in those days?

Yes, i was a Ford Phaeton, as they called themn then.

Do vou remember much of that conversation?

Yes, me talked, or rather he did maost of the talking about

the many young p=ople who were out of school and out of jobs, and how
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threough the pro;;ra}n of‘-the Mational Youth Administration they would
be given an opportunity to carn ensugh rmoney to either stay in achool
or go to school. Those who would not be able to Zo to school could
earn g small amount of money and some wonderful work experisnce.
ile was telliag us about the dream that many young people had and how
e had been through the same road a few years previously and how some-
thing like this would oifer such a chance for young people. We gathered
that dream in ourselves and agreed to be a part of it and go to work,

When he talked in those days, Mr. Bilrdwell, did he talk
quicxly, emotionally?

Very quickly, very decisively, very pointedly and many

times, very dangersusly with both hands off the steering wheel.
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Yes, i1 222 read it in the paper a few days before.

What is yvour impression as to how that appointment came
about, Mr. Birdweil., Soume of his old friendd have a feeling that the
President liked this NYA project 80 much that he went to his friends,
like Mr., Garner a2d Mr., Rayburn, znd said, I would like to do this.
Cthers said it carne about on the recommendation of people like Alvin
Wirtz, Do you know how it carne about?

I do not know.
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hen tha office was down in the Littlefield Building. Would
you please describe the physical set up?

Dur oifices were on the 6th floor and there wers approxi-
mately three or four offices to start with. There were two particular
phases of the program. One was the school 2id nrogram, in which we
made allotments to the various schools and universities. The officials
of the various schosls and particular universities were given a direct
grant and they selected the boys and girls, between 16 and 25 inclusive,
who would be given these jobs., The other part of the program was the

work experience progr Those were the two main divisions of NYA.

Mr, Deason didn't remember the offices too well but he
did recall that the President had one office and you zll were in the
other office. Is that your recollection too?

Yea, Mr. Johnson had one office and then there was a general
reception office and Mr. Kellam was in the other office. Moat of his

#

time was given to the school aid program. Mr. L. B, Griffith, a West
Point graduate, was, I believe, in charge of the work projects program.

My first responsibility was head of the works project for
the State of Texas. And our first big project was a project sponsored

by the Texas Highway Department in which they furnished supervisors,

trucks and material and we furnished the young men to build the beginalng

of the roadside park system in Texas.
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How did this idea come about? It is unusaal,

he: EEEY

Mr. Johnson felt that this wounld be a prograrn which would

be ideally suited for these young peosle to permit them to work and get

Kl

some expertence, some skilla and tralning with their hands --mixing

concrete and laying bricks, building sidewalks, building arbors, build-

ing barbecue pits, benchea and tables, building litle driveways off
the road to go into the park., He felt that this was very fundamental
in teachiag boys skill with their hands. It was his idea entirely, I

wint with him to the Texas Highway Department -~ I forget who was

)

sliked with them and Mr.

n

the State Engineer at that time -- and we t
Johnsoa sold the State Higzhway Engineer on the sprogram and they sgreed
to accent it as a state-wide project. It was then broken down with each
one of the District Engineers of the various districts of the Highway
Department all over the State, They agreed with the idea and we worked
then through their various local District Engineers.

Befors we leave the subject of thd physical appearance of
the offices, Mr. Johnson's office was rather small, wasn't iﬁ?

Yes, it was a srnall office. I remember it very vividly.
It seerns that it was 5D1; 503 was the recsption, and 605 was Mr. Hellam's
office.

Was he frequently on the telephone?

"Not as much then. He was on the telephone a great deal
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but he was usually out on those long legs all over the city, meeting
people who would be helpful in forming the program,

What kind of a boss was he?

He was a very hard working boas. He was there earlier
than any of us.

¥How early was that? What was a typical day?

A typical day was between 7:30 and 8, and 1 will say usually
9 to 12 o'clock at night -- day after day, week after waek, Saturday
was a work day and Sundays we were usually trying to catch up on
some items of mail in the office. I remember vary distinctly that the
old Littlefield Buildinz, where our first offices were, had its own
electric plant. Thev had their own generators in the basement, g0 the
light system was theirs, rather than the cities, and at 10:30 at night
they cut off their zisctrieity so that meant that we had to walk down six
flights of stairs. Bet worse than that, it also cut off the lighta, We still
had to gsee, All the offices were equipped with old gaa burnera and we

¢

would tern on those jets, Fight them znd work by gas light until we finished
our mail or whatever it was.

Were there mnany personal mementoes of the President in
his officer

{’1’623 1 don't remember hia-keepi'ng s many things on his

deak. He had some pictures, not a great number of them, on the wall.
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Probably hils mother or Lady Bird?

I just doa't remember.

What was hiz manner in those daya?

Very strict, very decisive, very pointed, very business-
like. We had a lot to do, and we did not have a3 much time for fun as
people who were 25 should have had what with those long hours and the
great amount of work sad labor force.

Did Mrs. Johnson play much of a role in NYA ox was she
the homebody?

She was more the homebody. Idon't remamber her ever
being in the offices other than maybe to drop by. They had moved into
a home that belong=d to Bob Montgomery at that time,

Do you ramember the exact address of that home, by any
chance?

I think that it 18 the 2800 block of St. Gabriel. It was a
two-story house with 3 main room thai had a step-up into the dining

¢
roorn and the kKiichen and then from that step-up there were stairs
that went {o 2 second floor. There was a blg porch -- seems llke it
was only off of the {irst deck hall., Quite a number of nights we had
staff meetings out there in which we would read the act which created
the National Youth Administration as well as the rules and regulations

we rec=lved {rsm Washington., There we would go over them, paragraph
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by paragraph, and page by page, to determilne what wa3 meant and
what we should do. Lady Bird always had coffee and cake for us.
This was usually pretty late at night.

Why did you ga over those things 30 carefully? Was it
that you wanted to make sure you wore fulfilling the taak exactly or
were you trying to {ind out how rmuch anthority you really had?

wo went over them because Mr. Johnson asked us to come
oui and go over them, and Mr. Johnson wanted to go over them pe-
cause he wanted things to bs absolutely correct. For instance, later
in the orogram, sfter the first several months, we were having trouble
in getting the Fort ‘Worth WPA office to cooperate with us in the place-
meat of these waang people. They had a very valld reason for doing
this in that thev were runalng a WPA program. They felt it was much
more importaas T2 jet adults to work, with more incomse o the family,
than youth who were making $7 to 312 a month. Jo Leing busy as we
all were in t=ose days, on a ¢rash program of trying to get people to

¢

worl and mogzey in circulation, the WPA officials were glving first
priority to theis owa placement of adulta, Mir. Johnson asked me to
go to Fort Worth and get some aaslgnments of youths on projects there.
It was the oanly major clty in Texas where we didn't have any subatantial
numbers woriking., Fe asked me to go out thére and I did and I got in

everybody's hair and becams very unpopular to the extent that the District
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Director of the ¥ PA called Mr. Johnson ang told hum to gatme out
of there; that 1 wasa in their way. ir. Johasoa aaid tiat I had 2 job
to do and he had sent me up there to Jdo thiy job. 1 was to put yosung
peonle Lo work and if he could get some coopgration out of them or
hels out of them, we'd be able L2 avcomplish that objective. 1ive
forgolten the name of the District Director in Fort Worth but he
call axyy 2. .Drough who was the State Dirsctor of the WPA, with
oifices in San Antonio, the old Smitn-Young Tower Duilding, and told
wip. Drougnithat he had ta dn something; he had o ot me fired. Mir.
Drought called Va ghingtoa and told them to fire me off the NYA. Mr.
Johason had already taliked to Washington and a decision was made
at that time, for the firat time apnd for the fulure, that no ona hirved
or fired MYA supervisoLs except Mr. Jonnson. 5o 1 stayed at Fori
“Worth and wa 3ok tas job qone.

£t the heizght of the operation during Mr. Johnson's pertod,
how many peddle were there, @xcluding secretaries? People like

yourseif.

Tes.
Desause we had districis later on. We started out originally

‘«vith three of us -- Deason, myself and Mr. Johnson. Mr. Kellam was

on loan to us from the State Department of Tducation and we four formed
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a supervisor's staif, The Iirat girl on the payroll was a glrel named

Niarie Lyndell, 3She was o very young 5ird and a fine secrelary. From

w

there we ealarged ouy nurmbayp. Iwas the flest Work's Representative,

we'd call it. JAnd then when Ny, Griifith came over to talke over thal ~-

he was an engineer graduate of VWost Doint -~ I became State Finance

Officer and we gradually grew. At first we had four districts in Texas;

four men in the field. We gradually expanded, The largest number

we

A

had was 12 districts, which was just prioxr to Mr. Johnson's going

to Washington in '37 as Congressman. At that time, I would say that

there were spproximately 15 to 20 on the supervisory staff.

In Austia?

Io Austia.

And rougaly how many around the Stata?
Roughly, snotber 20.

You mentioned the roadside pariks as one of the NYA

rojects. Would you dsscribe several other important projects that
pro) Y P X

ke was particularly proud of. The roadsiie project wag the number
- ¥ I proj

one

o

in bis view, wasn'bit?

Yos. That is right. That wag the first biy project and one

of our largest overall projects. Tie second group I would say in co-

ope

ration with the various recreational departments of the citles in

Texasg, in which we clenned ond enlarged swimming sools, built platiorms,
’ 87 P

=

diving platiorms, and picnle axeas, and even some areall bata housas.

i
i
i
1
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Government conld do a number of inportant things which the states
couid not manage themselves, that it pave hitn the firsg xeal sense of

the uss oi government Lo satisiy human needs, ond o forth, Iz this

your imupression ioo?

X would sny 8o, yes, because this was his firat job after
teaching school other than the approximate four years he was Jecratary
to Mr. Dick Kleberg. While secretary to Mr. Dick Hlebery, Iam
sure that he got a broad prospective of government functions and various
depariments and how they apply their own particular spheres of in-
fluence to people's lives. But that was an overall picture and since this
wag hip firat assizament, [ am sure that it tied in as a school teaches
with the needs of youag people. 1 -would say that this probably jeiled

1 %

in his mind to a gery great extent -~ the opportunity for the Federal

Government to take stzps in doing something very constructive that
cither the statea could not oxr would not accept.

Do you recall in the many coaversations you had with
him, the staff meetings and 8o forth, of hik ever saying things along
this line? ] should think it would have come up. I'm sure you wera
criticized by hostile elements In the state who called the NYA a boon-
doggzgle.

Trere was very little criticism of the National Youth Ad-

&

ministration in Texas for two reasons. In the first place, it was filling
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a very uxjent need that was easily recognized, All parents could
readily see that their boy or girl was able to go to school when they
could not g9 otherwise. They also saw this boy or girl earning dollars
and doing constructive work and s0 you had a ground supnort from
all the people. There was very little s:i:icis‘m in the early days of
the Mational Youth Adminjetration. In the later days, there was
criticism.

This is after Mr, Johnaon left?

This 13 after he leit. And it wasn't in particular becasuse
he had gone, Il was only because we began to approachk fuller employ~
ment during the years leading immediately into the war, The criticlam

was principally irom Swo scurces. OUne was that there ware enough

%

joba 30 we dida’t need the WPA and the NYA, which way true, 28 such.

Ry

The second crizigis:m was {rom schosl peonle, of ths high echslon,

fa]

4
okt

that we were irying io direct the funds being channelled into the schools.

LT

They felt that this should be done through the State Department of
ducation, #
NMow to go on with his methods of operation and philosophy.
Mr, Jolhnson was a person who believed very much in staif
meetings, He would sutline a problem or situation and he would ask
-each one 2f vs ia furn to give our personal reaction and suggestions,

After going from each one of us in turn, he would uaually sum it up by
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saying, 'Thank you." Then before we left, or soon therxeafter, he

would moke his announcement as to his own decision. e was a very

decisive person. Ife would ask advice but he didn't always take it
Durisg this period would you call him an all-out HMew Dealer
or an enthusiastic Mew Dealer or some such adjective as that T
I would say that he was an all-out Mew Dealer.

ciles ?

Admiration for the President personally and for hia policies ?
e greatly admired President Roosevelt. Ie was strongly in
favor of ail his policies because he believed in them. He could sex that
this was one of many things that President Roosevelt was doing at that
time that was heloful and constructive and needed, Fle was a very en-
thusiastic supperier of President Roosevelt,

Did r. Johnson ever deliver any speeches as tha NYA
Director?

Very few. While he was NYA Director, I cannot re~
member a great number of public appearances.

‘

Wag that a matter of policy or was he just too busy?

i would say oif-hand that sur objectives that were sent
down from Washington were alzready outlined and set up. it was a
matter of cur icliowing thern. 5o be had no particular need to make
public nddreases io get public support for us. ilis need was to get the

giris to worlk aond that took a great deal of time. Ke conferred
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ith lots of oulside individuals in tzrms of susgestions snd thoushts --

i

- nps - - ) .
guch ag Alvin Wirts »- who, if I remember was on the sevanth fioor,

the flooxr chove us, and I know Lie was sften un in Mr., Virtz's office

talking with him about our program, '

Mr. ¥irtz as irnportant throughout this period? Ie was
a member of the Advisory Council, was he not?

Yes. llz was a member of the State Advisory Council.

And hiz law oifice was on the seventh flsor?
It was in the Littlefield Bailding and if I remember
corractly it was on th

the gaventh flooy,

¥Which members of the Advisory Council were partlicularly
importaant to the P:esident?

G onersl FL Miller Alnsworth, of g, was an important
L 4

member of bis Siate Advisory Council,

Had the President picked his Advisory Council himself -

caily -- but were these people that he wanted on
t

I w5uld say yes.

Could you tell us a litle about Wirtz? “What he wag like «-
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his ldeas aad his shyaical appzarance tno.

g <t

Jirts was an ex-bDiate Senator. iz nad a iaw oifice,

L4

Mir.
a very fine fivm and Senator irtz bimself was a glow-snoving, slow-
talking, soft-spoken individual. Iie was aboul 5 {feet 9 and weighed
about 170 pounds, smoked a cigar alraost continuously, and really
did not ever have too mauch to say.

Very cagey == shrewd?

I wouldn't uae the terrms cagey and shrewd as much as 1

would say deep-thinking, 2 careful analyst of what neaple sald and

then a very careful analyais of how he roplied 2nd what his staternents

»

~

Wasz he an enthusiaatic Wew Dealer too? Lie latar gecved

-

as Under Secreiary of Intevior.

Yes, I would say so. Ifis enthusiasm was a personal thing.
By that I mean it directed bis ininking and bis activities a g¢reat deal.

&
But you didn't hear Sepator Wirtz propounding the New Deal a lot.
‘

VWithin his circle of frieonds and his iniluence of people, which was
tromendous, his fesling was well known and very influential.

On this point of Mr. Ransom's, that it was during this
perlod that the - resident first saw the real posaibilities of government

in the service of ordinary people, did you get the impression that that

was actually happening ia the sense that he more and more felt this as
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Yes., But he gidn't talk much in those general philosonhic

terms. It was always a specific job o be done. MNost
reference to a specific application of the rules and rex
we had to operate under, They were directed more to
gueations withia the administration of them ~- the Nati

Administration Act itself,

*

Did you file NYA reports from Austin to W

Yes, we filed reports in terms of how man

of our work was in
unlations that
specific

onal Youth

ashington?

Y young people

we had working, usunally by sex. That is, how many girls we had

Ead

working, bow many boys we had working, how many m

an hours weare

put in by these peosle, the percentage of Bupervisoxy personnel, with

|

particular refersnce -< the Presgideat was alwsys very

1

this -~ to our Dperating expenges,

us to put a boy =r zirl to work,

He wani2d to keep that expense ratio low,
£

I was very much in that line as

a new pencil they hzd to turn the stub back in,

A typical story that may be of interest was
?

conscious about

In other words, how much it cost

State Finance

Ifinaliy uot the reputation that before I'd issue anyone even

about a boy ia

San Antonio whs was named Hersey Johnson, no relative, and Heraey

kept asking me for 2 nencil sharpener,

L=4

Since Hersey's nifice was in-

side the WPA office, I felt that there wasn't any reason why he couldn't
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use theirs. Do I just didn't send bim one. He kept on pestering me
for a pencil sharpener. Finally he asked My, Johnson if there was
any way that he could get a pencil sharpener. e just coulda't get it
out of me. So Jir. Johnson asked me if I couldn’t find somewhere
in the budget $1.35 to buy 2 pencil sharpener for Hersey Johnson.
This had become quite a point with me, I have been saving over many
years an old box of used razor blades., 3o I {ixed this box up, put a
pretty red ribbon around it with a bow on it, and sent it to Hersey
Johnson. I sent a letter in which 1 said under s2parate cover 1l am
sending you the peacil sharpener that you wanted. 1 haven't heard
the last of thoss razor blades yet.

x

Mr., rdwell, did the NYA work of the Preaident maks

Uy

him =ell enough zaown in Texas so that the average citizep knew the
name Lyndoa Jchosoa?

No, it i€ not. That goes back to the fact you agsked me
concerning making a larygs number of speechua. ile just was not
popularly known, asing the term ”popul.ar”" in its full sense ~~ not a
matter of pog;ui;:iz‘;, but in terma of being weli-kKnown., As  matter
of fact, ' inisrmed, and I have no reason to doubt it, that when he
chose to run for Tongress that he had to be iatroduced to the Mayor
of Austin, which was the largest city in the 10th Congressional District.:

Anout I.. B. Griffith, do=as he live in Austin now?
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Tie now lives juat cutside of Washington, ia Marylaad, and hss his
own enyineering firm, engineering consultant work. %/ hen the
Presideat was Inaugurated in Jaaguary there was a quickly gotten
together meeting of the National Youth Administration peopls. There
was a little cocktail hour and Mr. Criffith was there. This was tha
first tirne I had seen him since about 1938 or '39.

And the other name you mentioned as the first secretary,
Maris Lyndall -~ where ig she now?

She's stiil in Austin, so far as § know.

Is she married?

I think zhe's married.

Do you zmow pow to reach her?

We caa try.

Now is move on to his last days of MYA and the Congressioaal
campalgn. Mr, Zirdweil, would you tell us what you know about the
President's decizion to rua for Congress -- who influenced hiin in

‘
that direction, how it czme about?

[

+hat in the background of Mr. Johnson's mind had

PO
v

liece
always been further sublic service and when Mr. Buchanan died,
his decision was made to eater the political field and seek eleciive
office. That was ;u‘ecipimted. I would say, very largely by Alvin

xf"{’ ir tz:
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When he made the decision, which he made guickly I
sather, did he call you younyg fellows together”

Yes, I remember that the Johnson's had moved o n
place of residence then known as Mo. 3, Happy siollow Lane. The
building belonged to ex-Senator Brownlee of Austin. It was a two-
story duplex and the Johuson's had one side of it and I'm almost
sure this was a Sunday. [ received a call out at Buda where I wag
iving at this time.

This was on a Sunday afternoon, close o dark, and
either Mr, Johnson or sormeone in the house, it may have been Lady
Bird, called ms= to come up to the house, that Lyndon wanted to tallc
to me. ¥hen Igot to the house, Senator Wirtz was there in the
kitchen and Jessa Kellam was there znd I believe Willard Deason.

Yes, he recalls being there.

And Senator Wirtzs said that Lyndon has decided to run
for Congress and we've got to do all we can to help kim, There was
a tatter of finances and there was a matter of some advice as to

f
the people he should see. We started planning immediately at that
tirne who each of us could contact.

Did you think he was going to win at that time ¥ Mrx.,

Claude Wild, the campaign manager, said he didn't think he was

[ ad
(4

a

[#3

sing to wi he beginaing. He zot convinced in the middle of the

mn
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compaign. Were you young enthusiasts sure from the begzloning?

o, we ware not,

It lonked bad, didn't it?

Well, there was a large deal, numbper one, and there was
one person that many people felt had the inside track, e was
General Avery, or Colonel Avery as we called him, who had been a
very close associate of Mr. Buchanan. It looked like Colonel Avery
had an inside track but since in those days it was i:igh man who won,
it was a question of who got the one extra vote, and Mr. Johnsqn cam-
paigned all on the Mew Deal, on his adhereace and bellef in it. And
a2s he said, he could get up earlier and meet more people and stay up
later than anybody else and a9 2 reasult of it he felt like he could win,

The tents congressional district was then considered
quite 2 conazervative district, was it not?

Yes, it was conservative.

And yet he ran on a New Deal ticket and won.

¢

That is true and I think that the reasons that Lyndon
Johnson won, the big reasons, were {1) the popularity of Roosevelt
at the time -- there was mor - personal popularity rather than a

complete acceptance of all of his New Deal philosophy and (2) Mr.

Johnson just saw more people and in his very warm and personal

L.
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expresstons to them, made them feel like he was a parson who would
represent each individual.
Did you see him campsaizn?
Yea.
Give us a description of his campaign manner. Do you

remember a specific speech on some street corner or at a little

V/ell, specifically, I took him out to South Austin to the
end of what we call Mzin Street, Congress Avenue, which was almost
the aouthern limit of Austin at that time. Anothsr persan took our
car back toward town {ive or asix blocks, and we would just go in
every store, every {ire station, every place of business and he
would personally ineet every person in there all the way to the back
door to where the  zaitor was sitting. He would give them his card
and look them in ike eye and give them a big hearty handclasp and
say, "l'm Lyncom Johnaon, I want to be your Congressman. ' -

#

iz he have a card? “What did the card say?

Icon’t remember,

iz had 2 little white card?

Just a wkite card, the usual kiand carried by candidates.
it said Lyndon 3. Johason. Imay have some of these cards,

Tig be zive many speeches on corners or in buildings 7
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Mo, he limited his to small groups. In his first campaign,
e never gpoke to any large meetingg, e made guite a fow at fairs,
at public meetinas that were beiag called, and many times where 3
Community would invite all of the candidates to come and ;'_a_:_-pear, he
would go and appear. '

Yihen he gpoke, did he uase stories or wasg he very serious ?

He was very serious and what he was talking about mainly
was that he wanted to help Roosevelt do thin job,  He tzlked particularly
about the cornpleting of the Buchanan - Dan - This was the large dam that

wag started by Samuel Insull. And he emphasized the briangiang of

power to the rurzal people. lie used this very effectively in the rural

¥

areas, about reducing the drudg:

&

Wl

ery of the woman on the farm, bring-
ing her electricity and lights, bringing mwiliking inachines to the farmer
and washing machines to the wife,

¥hen ne was talking before city groups do you recall aay
of his themes?

One of the big things he used was the industrialization of
Texas in terms of the power that would be generated and how much
that would influence the growth of cities. Another thing that I re-
member, he hit hard at the differential in the' freight rates between
the MNorth and South, There should be more equitable charges by

ht compzanies.

Do you remembar any other things he particularly stressed
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in the rural or wrban areas?

Iy

p

R

The campaizgn was about five or six weeks, wasa't it?

It was about six weeks. It seems that Buechanan died in
February and we had the rest of February, all of March and up until
Apreil 10th. I remember that on the night of April 3, he had a rally
called to sperXk in the District Courthounae in Austin, After the speech
wasg over, I went up to where he was and he was covered with per~
spiration. Ii wasn't a particularly hot night although it was crowded
and thers was no air-conditioning. lHe was covered with perspiration
and he was constantly wiping his brow and he turned to me and sald:
"I sick. Stand here beside me.” I was stonding there beside him
tryvizg to help get peoosle to shake hands and pass on by 80 he could
meet each one pergonally. Immediately after most all the people had
left, he asked me to 20 somewhere and do something for him. 1
foryget what it was., Dut he left there and went to the hosapital,

Was that the Seton, the Catholic Hospital?

(o2

Yes, that's where he was taken to Seton Hospital., An
he was operated on somewhere after midnight that night.
And that was appendicitis?

And

Fiad

hat was appendicitis,
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Can I come back to the very beginning of the campaign.
How and where did Mr, Johnson sannounce his candidacy?

He ansounced his candidacy formally, atHooldridge Park
in Austin with a large reception -- by reception I mean a large group.
Ie had a great number on the platform. Iiis mother was there and
sister Luci was there and he had a large political rally.

And did be announce his themne of hia campaign? Weasa
there a specific slogan that Lyndon Johnson identified himaelf
with?

Mo, I don't remember any slogan excent the general slogan
that Lyndon Johnson is 2 person who c¢an get the job done.

Y've beard that he made early speeches in San Marcos.

I know 2¢ made speeches in San Marcoa. As a maiter
of fact, trying to recall that far back, it kind of ssems like his firat
announcement was at San Marcos, at the State Teachers' College.

I believe he maode his announcement in the Asaembly Hall,

¢
To tze stadent group?

5

Yes, [ oelieve that was his firat speech and I think the

4

&

one I had reference $o was the first speecn in Austin,
Mr. Sirdwell, did the President think he was going to
B}

win from the besinainz? Do yon have any impression of that?

I nave no imprassion. I only know that as the campaign




More on LBJ Library oral histories:

ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT
http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

LBJ Presidential Library
http://www.lbjlibrary.org Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781]

~ s

246
was drawiag to its final days, Mi, Johasen recsived a telegram from
James Roosevelt, The exact wording I forget, but the impression
that it waz meant :? tonvey, and that Mr. Johnson used it to convey,
as well as all of his worRers, was that the President was behind him
without President Roosevelt's saving so, va guoted the telegram
from James Roosevelt,

Mr. Birdwell, a2bout the victory and the trio with ¥raanklia
Roosevelt, let's take these up one by one. The President ig over in
Seion Howspital and the campaiga h2adguarters ware Claude Wild's
office downtawn, Now there was a zosrt of » party in both of them,
was there not? Were you ot Wild's headquarters?

No, I wag not, Isvas working that day,

You mean at your regular NTA work?

Well, even in those days we were under the iatch Act,
and 85 I was juss working,
Since Lir, Johnson had had such a sarious operation,
there was not to9o much celebration in Lis,; room as such, It was |
limited. There were some people there., But it was limited, because
of the size of the room and because the doctor wouldn't permit it,
But I wasn't at either place,

In terma of the trip with FDR which comes soon, several

D 33 1] 3
of the President's old friends have gaid that it {s their imoression
&
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t
ey

that Governor Jimmy Allred yot in touch with Roosesvelt and sald yon
ought o take a look ut this young man., He's really something.
¥hen Rooseveall came down to the gulf for some fiahing, he called
Lyndon Johnson aveyr, talked with him, and tooik him back on the
Presidential train. Do ypu know anything about that?

I can tell you more impression than actual fact, And
that Is that Jimmy A]]f‘ed was Governor and was s {riend of Lyndon,
and Governor Allred was the one who arranged the meeting. Thers
wag a very well-known nicture taken of all three with white suita
on -~ President Roosevelt, Governor Allred and MMz, Johnson. 7The
President asked Mz, Johnson to nccompany him oun the train. And
to the best of my memory, kir, Johnson went as {ar as Last Texas
and got oif the train somewhers up there. I do not belizve he went
all the way to Vrasniagton with the President,

Did voa ever talk to President Johnson at a later time

as to what happened in those meetings?

>

o,
Do you know anything about them? Did you bhsar any

stories ?

And when did Mr. Johnson go to Washingtoa to assume

-~

Lhis Congressional duties? We're now in about mid-April, or carly
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May of 1937,

Those dates are all kind of foyggy to me. I only know
that when he asked ina fo go up as his secretary, I got as far as the
train with my ticket bought on on2 occasionand he sent someone to
get me off the traln. I started agzin and that was cancelled. Finally,
it was decided that a young pexson by the neme of Carroll Keach, who
had worked for Mr. Johnson when he was gecrstary to Mr. Kleberg,
and I would drive Mr. Johnsoan's car to Washington. Mr. Johnson
had gone to Waskington and had taken the oath of office, it seemed

like on a Thursday or Friday, and Carroll ¥each and Idrove In

the following day.

You were what we call today his Admiaistrative Aide?

'
X

L

Y23, Adminiastrative Assistant I believe they reier to it
¢

2s now. la tbose days, each congresaman had a secretary and 1
was his secrsfary.

In those firet days, he takes the vath and he jumped
right into his work -- what was the tone in the offica?

Az Isay, Mr. Johnson had arrived in VWashington about

a day or two beiore Carroll Keach and I arrived., We arrived either
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e
on a Friday or Saturday, I forget. It was late in the nfternoon and
we were driving over to the IHouse Ufifice Building. We had not even
gone to try to {ind 2 nlacs to stay. As we arrived, we saw br, Johnaon
walking by the side of the Old House Cifice Duilding. We stopped and
ppoke and he said, I've got an office, and he gave us the number, If
my memory serves mea right it was 113, I remember it was on the
first floor. We went to the office and there were 13 bags of mail
waiting to be opened. After his election on April, the 10th , 1O one
had been there for some 5 or & weeks and Mr., Johnson had delayed
his actual go;ng to Washington until the opportunity to mest President
Roosevelt was formulated 2ad he got to yuske his train trip with him.
And so besides his illness, the fact that he was wailing oo President
Roosevelt delayed bis going to ¥Washington far several weeks after his
election. All the mail asking for the jobs from the Postmaster Geaeral
down to the janitor cf the Federal Duilding in Austin were there waiting
for us -- 13 bags of mail, and Carroll Keach and I started on them
#

when we got there that night, opening them up and sorting them, till
way after midnight.

Your very first night there, you didn't find a place to stay
and you were already at work?

That!s right.

VWhere did you spend that night?

Where did he stay? Was Lady 2ird with him?
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Mo, Lady Sied and dMrs. Birdwell cames up when school
wagz cut.

D5 you know where he spent the first aight?

No, imagine it was at the Dodge’ ULouse.

Do you remember what he said when lie hsard about the
rmail?

I just remember he said, Let's go up to the office. I think
we have a lot of mail. Yes, he had already moved in or moved in
sonn thereafter to the Kennedy-Warren Apartments in Washiogton. I
think they ware on Connecticut Avenue. Bob Montgomery had leased
the apartment in Washington. It seems that Dob Montgomery wasg on
pome kind of specia! assignment and the apartment was vacant, It
{

was a furnished aparitment and I know that we lived out there together

in the Kennedy-Warren Apartinents. When Mrs, Birdwell and Mrs.
Johnson came to Washington about three or four weeks later, we all
lived together in tae Xennedy-YWazrren apairtment with his brother,
Sam Houston Johnson, We lived in the apariment until Mrs. BDirdwell
and I were able to gat one.

Do you recall his first act ns a Congressman?

No, I never got from the House &ffice Building to the

Capitol for five weeks. After I bad been there five weeks, be had an

wrgent telephone call from “Austin and I went over and called him
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I never even had time to go over to the Capitol for the

off the {loor,
Ve ware atill working on thosge i3
-4

first saven weaks I was there,

sacka of mai
But all

How long did it take?
Oh, sbout five weeks to get everything caught up.
those letters were answered withia the first ten days. If we didn't

have an answer, we acknowledged the receipt of them.

Mr, Birdwell, I have taxed your palience. 1 think that
s there anything else thaf

covers the guestions that I had in miind. I
you would like to =dd about the whole pariod?
have from my years of asgo-

Just the impression that
\at he so particularly waated to 4o the

le wanted to ¢o it correctly,

ciazeon with the Sreaideni «- th
2 that be tackled.

iciently, and he wanted to do it ecanomically.

e b
i

best job on &ny

he wanted to &o &
All of hia efforts were directed toward that rnain objective. Kis

pleasures wers in -working., Whereas mapy of the rest of us would
card game, his was in talking about politica or

o

think about goif or 3
And he was a very effective and a very tirelesa

about tha program.

worker.
espect to leisure, were there any books that you

ith re

Lt
E LIS

recall as having iniluenced the President during this period?

I don't remember the President’s raading a great deal



!
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sther than the volumes of regulations and bulletine that we got irom
the national office of the NYA, and they were numesous, ile was
busy just reading those and keeping up with things that had to be done,
iile read those assiduously and very g:.arefully 5o that he knew exactly
what he was talking about,

Thank you very much Mr., Birdwell. You have been

cnormously helpful.

More on LBJ Library oral historieis:

h
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