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INTERVIEW WITH CLIFTON C. CARTER

(LBJ-Texas Aide, VP Staff Officer & DNC Liaison & Treas.)

Interviewer: Dorothy L. Plerce

October 1, 1968, 3:15 p.m.

Mr. Carter's office, 1120 Connecticut Avenue, Washington, D.C., Suite 1242

Approximately 1% hours-incomplete

P: Mr. Carter, how did you first come in contact with Lyndon Baines Johnson?
About what date?

C: Miss Pierce, back in 1937 I was a student at the Schreiner Institute up
at Kerrville. However, my home was in Smithville, Bastrop County, which
was a part of the 10th Congressional District of Texas. Our Congressman,
Buchanan, had dropped dead, and they were having a special election to
select his successor. And at various weekends when I was home in Smithville,
from Schreiner, I had the opportunity to hear and see what was going on i#
this election campaign. To the best of my recollection, there were five
candidates in this race, and the one that I was most impressed with was
a young man by the name of Lyndon B, Johnson,.

At that time, I was 18 years old and wasn't able or permitted to do
much but pass ouf¥ cards and tack up placards and do a little car-driving,
which I did in the Bastrop County area around Smithville on weekends when
I could get over there from Kerrville.

Now, on February 20, 1937, Mr. Johnson was elected as Congressman., In
the election statute in Texas at that time, a person didn't have to have a
ma jority; they just had to have a plurality, With five strong candidates,

Mr. Johnson ran strictly on the ticket of supporting President Franklin

Roosevelt and was elected. This was my first encounter of being around him,

g

Did you meet him and talk with him at that time?
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C: No, I don't believe that I did. I think I just shook hands along with
great numbers of other people, but while I felt like he knew me, I know
now that you meet thousands of people like this; and I can't consciously
say that we really knew each other. I think it was a case of having met

_but not really knowing.

P: Were you serving in a volunteer capacity?

C: Yes.

. P: Mr, Carter, for purposes of touching base.with your career as it comes in
closer and closer with President Johmnson, would yoﬁ summarize your career
associations in terms of when you assumed this position and when you moved on
to another one, an& the functions of the job, just briefly, because we will
be touching on these as the interview develops.

C: Yes, Miss Pierée,~just a general outline first, if I may.

We became friends through a mutual friend, Ed Clark,in Austin., As it
turned out, I belonged (after I left Sch¥iner Institute and came in to
Austin to go to the University of Texas), to the Texas National Guard there,
of which Ed Clark, the attornmey in Austin, was a member. And we were taken
into federal service in November 1940. I served right with Ed. Of course,
he was a very staunch supporter of Mr. Johnson, always has been, and was
constantly talking about Mr. Johnson. Through him I got to know Mr.
Johnson.

In 1946 Mr, Johnson was of course running for reelection. This was
after the War, and he had a mén by the‘name of Hardy Hollers running against
him, who w;é trying to stir up a lot of trouble. Coming from Smithville,

my daddy worked on the railroad there and was a member of the Brotherhood.
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There were several Brotherhoods at Smithville that were a little bit taken
by this fellow Hollers. So Ed Clark called me and got me to go back over to
Smithville to my old home., I was living in Bryan, Texas, incidentally, at
~this time., I went back over to Smithville to visit with the fellows I had
gone to school with, and the fathers of other boys that I had gone to school
with who were the leaders of these Brotherhoods at this time, to get them

to switch back to Johnson and get away from this business that they were all

R for Hollers, That was my participation in his campaign in 1946.

Coincidentally with this, I had handled Congressman - Teague's cam-
paign over in the 6th Congressional District in which he was first elected
to Congress. Mr. Teague was a Colonel in the Army at this time, and had no
knowledge whatsoever of Washington. Along in August of 1946, I set up a
meeting in Austin Eetween Mr. Johnson and Mr, Teague. And Mr. Teague came
from San Antonio Army Hospital (Brooke Medical Hospital) and we met at the
Stephen F, Austin Hotel and had lunch with Mr. Johnson and Mr. Teague,
myself. Spent about three hours in which Mr. Johnson started off with the
number one item that Mr. Teague ought tohave, and that was how to get his
name on the payroll, because he had been elected in a special election and
immediately was eligible for membership in the House. Also, he started his
séniority at that minute.

And now we skip from 1946 to 1948. Mr. Johnson called me about the 1l4th
of May, 1948, saying that he was going to run for the United States Senate.
This was a sea; currently held at that time by Senator O'Daniel, and that
he, Mr. Johnsoh, wanted me to handle the 6th Congressionzl District for
him--to be the campaign manager in the 6th Contressional District--the one

I had just handled two years before for Congressman Teague.
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I was operating my 7-Up plant in Bryan at that time, and I remember his
saying he was sitting there drinking a 7-Up as he called me,

P: What did he say in the conversation? Do.you remember?

CE You mean other than what I've said-- that he was going to run for the
Senaté--the Democratic nomination~--and wanted me to handle the 6th
Congressional District for him? He opened it by saying,

"I'm sitting here drinking a 7-Up, and I just wanted to call and visit
with you a secord, to tell you what my plans are; that these are not ready
to be announced. We are going to have a big kick-off meeting over in Austin
here and want you to plan on coming and bring some people over with you for
this kick~off announcement." | |

I agreed to handle the 6th Congressional District. Of course, he was
successful in his election. |

P: This point was the firsg time you had become a part of the Johnson staff in
Texas?

C: Well, I wasn't actually a part of the Johnson staff. I was still strictly
on a volunteer basis; this was a part of the campaign organizatiom.

Then he won the Democratic nomination and ﬁent on-to win the election
as United States Senator in November, 1948. And on June 8, 1949, he called
me one morning-~8 o'clock in the morning--and said he wanted to submit my
name for nomination as United States Marshal for the Southern District of
Texas., I don't think up to that minute I had thought more than 60 seconds
in my entire life about a United States Marshal--what a Marshal did--and L
thanked him and told him that I was grateful for his consideration, but I

reaily couldn't undertake the job. That I had been working the last three
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years very hard on my own business, and I owed a good little bit of money,
and had finally gotten it to where it was beginning to show the profit that
it ought to and progress as it should. I just couldn't step out and do
something that would divert my attention from that.

Mr. Johnson said, '"Well, I'm not going to take an answer of no on
that, 1I'1l1 call you back this same time in the morning. But in the in
meantime you talk to that District Judge," he was talking about Judge Barron--
Judge Stewart Barron--there at Bryan, State Court District Judge. He said,
"Talk to that District Judge down there and your father-in-law, Mr, W.G.

\§=;;’§37Kerrville, and to Law Henderson.'" Law Henderson was an attorney
there at Bryan. '"So, I'll call you back in the morming. I don't want to
hear the word no."

The next morning John Connally called at the same time--it wasn't Mr.
Johnson but John Connally that called., In the meantime I had talked to
these three people Mr, Johnson had éuggested, and without exception they
all said I ought to go ahead and be nominated, and if it didn't work out I
could always resign and get back to my business. So it ended up, I served
nearly five years--1 was nominated and confirmed by the Senate the 2nd of
July, 1949--and served until April 14, 1954. 1In fact I got out just in time
from that-- Mr., Johnson was running for reelection in 1954, and in this
campaign, Jake Pickle, who is now the Congressman, was handling the overall
campaign. And he got me to handle five Congressional Districts instead of
one like I had handled in 1948. I now handled five Congressional Districts
which turned out to be the Southeastern part of Texas and that part of the

Gulf Coast.
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I remember back there Jake--(of course, all of this was strictly on a -
volunteer basis)--said, '"Now, what I ought to do is get you.on some company's
payroll where you'll be doing this traveling for them and actually attending
to this work. We'll handle your expenses."

I refused this. I told Jake back at that time that I was doing this
because I believed in Mr. Johnson; that I was an amateur and that I wanted
to retain my amateur status. I didn't want to be paid for any of it.

So then he won a whopping reelection victory in 1954, and in December
of 1956 he asked me to stop by the Ranch when we went up to Kerrville for
Christmas. We did and Mr. Johnson and I went walking out in the field, up
and down the roads at the LBJ Ranch, and he told me at this time that he
wanted me to start with him on a part-time basis téﬁead up the Johnson politi-
cal organization in.Texas. That Jake Pickle had moved over with Governor
Price Daniel and was éoing to handle his campaign.

Daniel was still United States Senator at this time, but he was going
to run for Governor and Pickle had switched from Mr. Johnson oqver to
Mr, Daniel to handle his campaign. I agreed to do that, and this was the
24th of December, 1956. .And I actually started the 23rd of January, 1957,
as his part-time assistant in Texas, heading up the Johnson political

'organization.

The Johnson organization was built on a Congressional District basis
and at that time we had 21 Congressional Districts in Texas. What we had to
do was go into each county, each District, and start a rebuilding process.
We were actually, while nothing was ever said directly on this-~ I had

the feeling back at that time that we were actually building for 1960.
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Then we were starting ahead of time. And the big problém was to Bring new
blood into the Johmnson organization.

P: When you say building for 1960, did you have in mind the Presidency?

C: I had in mind the Presidency, although nothing was ever said betweén us, or
anything else. Of course, he had to stand for reelection in 1960. That
was one item which we were very defiﬁitely interested in, but secopdly,
while nothing was ever spoken about this directly to me, this was the thing
that I in addition was thinking about.

And the big job on a politicai organization is_that you've got to
constantly be bringing new, young, aggressive leadership and blood into these
organizations. Many of the people that we ﬁad listed on our county and
district list started out with Mr. Johnson in 1941 when he ran for the
Senate. And we're talking about 15 years later. Now that some of theée
people were in the primé--almost in the twilight of their career in 1941 when
he ran. Some of them were up to 70-80 yeérs old by the time I started this
work out over the State,

P: Can you think of various individuals that represented this.new young blood
that you were soliciting?

C: Well, what we did, Dorothy, we just completely over 1956-1957-- well, I'm
skipping 1956 too quickly here, because we ended up having--and when I said
"thinking about 1960," I was jumping too quickly ahead, because we actually
had a National Convention that year, and we were to have the State’Convention,
the Precinct Convention selecting the delegates to the County Convention and
to the State Convention. This was where the national delegates would be

selected.
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In 1952, we had had Governor Shivers and Senator Daniel endorse
President Eisenhower and the Republicans, and Mr. Johnson and Mr. Rayburn
were determined this would not happen again in 1956. While we were starting
the rebuilding of the Johnson organization, we were not unmindful of precinct

conventions and others to come up along in May and June of 1956, which

“incidentally the records show turned out very well. Mr. Johnson beat

Mr. Shivers 6 to 1 in that, and he and Mr. Rayburn headed up the delegation
that went to Chicago in 1956 with a loyal Democratic delegation. I was a
member of that delegation from the 6th Congressional District.

But then we worked on in 1957, 1958, 1959 constantly rebuilding the
Johnson organization. In the fall of 1959 Mr. Johnson made approximately 70
appearances in Texas. Over these years, &e had charted this out--had little
pins on the map as to where he had been when. We were trying to eliminate
as much duplication-as possible, but also to gb as many times to a town or
city where the population would justify it. I mean not to duplicate in a
small town but to try to cover the complete Staﬁe over a several-year
period, which we had effectively done with his 70 appearances in 1959.
That's 70 appearances all in that one year: in 1959?

That's right. And I handled all those appearances on doing the advance
work, making the arrangements--

This covered the whole State?

That®s right. And I would go back and travel wi?h Mr. and Mrs. Johnson.
We were traveling in a little twin-engine Beech. And he gave me a little
suitcase at that time that was just a little bit larger than an attachér
case. He said,

"We've all got to pack very lean for these trips, and that's the amount

of baggage space you're going to have.”
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And I still use that bag today and can be gone a week with just that
bag.
I'm going to stop you before we get to this Convention, because I do want
to go in depth on that, and I think we can pick up with your career which is
in Washington from that point on, isn't it? From 19607
Well, when he was elected Vice-President, he no longer had a need for an
office in Texas, or someone to do the work there. And being Vice-President,
he only was permitted, as I recall, 17 assistants, where we had had more than
that with the different hats that he wére-—as Majority Leader and the wvarious
committees he was chairman of.

And so he moved us to Washington. In the meantime I had merged my
7-Up Bottling Company with the ones in Waco and Temple, and had it under
other management while I was now spending full-time on Mr. Johnson's behalf.
And was a paid member of the staff.

You said, "He moved us." Was that your family?

My family. We moved up here the first of January of 1961 and served in the
Vice-President's office there. As a matter of fact, he was so short on
personnel that the Army recalled Juanita Roberts and me to active service.
She was a major in the WACS, and I was a Lieutenant Colonel in the Army
Reserve. They recalled us to active duty and assigned ﬁs to the White
House--reassigned to the Vice-President's office. Although we never left
our desk. We just were on duty from the Pentagon. This lasted about 3
months or so and finally the staff situation shook out to where we could
return to the Vice-President's payroll.

Then in August of 1963, Mr. Johnson had me move back to Texas to get in

readiness for the 1964 campaign. The family and I moved to Austin on Labor
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Day of 1963, and I was with him in Dallas the day of the assassination, on
the 22nd, and he had us move right back up here. We moved back over
Thanksgiving. We moved to Austin on Labor Day of 1963 and back on Thanksgiving
of 1963. And I served at the White House until February of 1964; then he |
had me go over to the Democratic National Committee and I stayed there until
the 1st of September of 1966, at which time I resigned to open my own
business in Washington.

P: That's very thorough. I'm going to ask you some specific questions now.

To start with, do you recall some of the early associates who were
close with Johnson when you were just getting involved yourself? That
would be back a%you took over the Texas campaign.

C: Well, Dorothy, let's go back to 1948 for a second, and see if we can recall--
We used to have these meetings at the Ranch. I say we used to have meetings--
we had two or three méetings at the Ranch--of the Congressional District
leaders. This was the way we usually met, and the leaders in turn went
out and met with their county leaders.

P: May I stop you just a moment here? You were.overseas from the period of about
1940 up to 1946-1947, somewhere in there?

C: I was out of Texas. I was overseas from April 1, 1943 to August 1, 1945.

I was gone about 30 months there. But I was stationed at Camp Blanding,
Florida and Camp Edwards, Massachusetts,

P: While you were on active duty, however, you were not involved in politics
during that time?

C: That's right. I was out of Texas.

P: This would be in Johnson's Representative years?
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C:

C:

Right. In 1941 when he ran for the Senate. This was when O'Daniel beat him
after about a week's counting.

You weren't involved in that at all?

No.

All right, now back to these early associates of the Congressional District
Committees in 1948.

Right. I can't for the second remember who the lst Congressional Chairman

was, but Chilton O'Brien from Beaumont was the 2nd District Chairman; A. M.

"Monk" Willis from Longview was the 3rd Congressional Chairman; Ray Roberts,
who currently is a Congressman, from McKinney and Roland Boyd handled the

4th Congressional District, Of course, this was Mr. Sam Rayburn's district.
General Carl Phinney and Bob Clark-~Bob is now deceased, an attorney in
Dallas--handled the Sth Congressional District. I handled the 6th Congressional
District. There waszaJﬁdge Chandler from Jacksonville who handled the 7th
Congressional District. Houston had Sam D. W. Loveli; John Singleton who

is now a federal judge in Houstonj; and Johnny Crooker, Jr. who is now Chairman
of the Civil Aeronautics Board here in Washington; and Roy Hofheinz that

runs the Astrodome. Those were our four people.

That's Hofheinz?

Roy Hofheinz, who owns the Houston Astro baseball team, and runs the Astrodome.
Those were our 8th Congressional District leaders, The 9th‘Congressioﬁal
District I can't remember, The 1l0th--Ed Clark mainly looked after that
district. This was Austin and Ed Clark, Jake Pickle, a whole group of those
looked after the'l0th Congressional District. The 1llth--I can't remember;
12th--Hunter McLean from Fort Worth handled that; 13th--Wichita Falls--Elmer

Parrish handled that; l4th--Cecil Burney at Corpus Christi handled that;
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15th--Judgé J. C. Looney at Edinburg handled the valley area; 16th--I don't
remember, I think John Ben Shepherd probably was at Odessa--he was of
considerable help in' the 16th Congressional District,

The 17th District--~Abilene--I don't remember; 18th District--Ed J.
Taylor, Charlie Gibson, Lawrence Hagy, all from Amarilloc that were of help.
The 20th District, you had Adrian Spears who is now a federal judge, Chief
Federal Judge of the Western District of Texas; 2lst District--you had Earl
Rudder, who was may;r of Brady, Texas, at that time and is now the President
of Texas A&1{ University. He handled the 21st_Districf.

This was the group. We all worked together in 1948.

P: You've got excellent recall. Were these people primarily in the same
capacity you were--oh a volunteer basis?

C: Yes, all were.

P: And they, one or all, wéuld try to get together at these meetings that you
had down at the Ranch?

C: Right. Mr. or Mrs., Johnson or Jake Pickle~-one of them--would call these
meetings. And of course John Coﬁﬁlly was in this both at headquarters and
working out of.Fort Worth,

I believe John was still 1ocated at Austin at this time, so he would
have been working at the main headquarters. I think he was running station
KVET; he and Willard Deason and some of the others were running KVET in
Austin,

P: Anybody else? I don't want to stop you.

This, of course, was the victory--the famous 87-vote victory--over
Coke Stevenson?

C: Right.
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I think yoﬁ've probably pretty much told me abo;t the campaign. Were there
any issues particularly that came up? I.understood the Taf t-Hartley support
was a little bit of a problem for Johnson.

Yes, it was,lDorothy, and this was in a period of time of the Democratic
nomination, in the first primary. And this is just a little side observation
that I'11l bore you with here a second,

I've mentioned a couple of times running my little 7-Up plant and of
course the soft drink business is seasonal. We do a great deal of business
during the summer, and do little during the winter. Whatever money we make
we have to make it in the summer because we lose money all through the winter.
And to do this, you have to run either three 8~hour shifts or two 12-hour
shifts, At this particular time I was working most of the night at the 7-Up
plant, running the machinery myself, and working during the day campaigning
for Mr. Johnson, ana he was coming into our district. We used to have an
operating procedure on this. Whenever he came into your district, you met
him at the first town and stayed with him through the district until he went
into the next district, then you left him,.

This particular occasion he was coming into the town of Mexia in
Limestone County that was a part of the 6th Congressional District, and I was
to meet him there at about 9 o'clock for a breakfast. I had run this bottling
machinery all night; I finished up aboat 5 6'clock in the morning and went
home and bathed and dressed and got in the car to drive up to Mexia to meet
him. My machinery back at that time was not automated, and all this was
constant moving back and forth, handling every bottle twice. And not having
slept during the night, I nearly went to sleep-three or four times driving

the approximate 100 miles,
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I met the party and we had our breakfast meeting thefe. - My recollection
is that he was supposed to come in there by helicopter, and it had rained
and was misting--overcast, and that part had to be cancelled. He had to
come in by car, We had him scheduled to go on from Mexia to Fairfield,
down to the little town of ﬁuffalo, which is a crossroads on the highway.

We were there at noon. Buffalo had gotten word tﬁat the AFL-CIO--I guess it
was AFL back at that time--Labor had endorsed Coke Stevenson. Mr. Stevenson
had never been any particular favorite of labor but because of Mr. Johnson's
vote on the Taft-Hartley Bill, they had gone against him and had endorsed
Mr. Stevenson. Mr. Johnson was notified of this as we were in Buffalo that
day at noon.

I remember we were over at a home of a friend of ours. This was about
a 4-room house, a little frame wooden house, and Mr. Johnson was preparing
his response to this'endorsement of Stevenson by Labor. There was a lot of
scurrying around the little house. There was an old bed out in the back
yard and I went out and slept for about 30 minutes.with the sun coming right
down in my face, thle Mr, Johnson was preparing his statement,

But we went on from there and ended up completing that day.

P: Corret me if I'm wrong, but on tﬁe Texas political scene at this time,
Shivers was Governor? In 19487

€: No, Beauford Jester was still Governor, and Coke Stevenson had beern Governor
up until Januvary of 1947, and Jester was elected in 1946.

P: Didn't the emergence of the Dixiecrats, the earliest emergence of them, come
about in this 'period? Was Texas involved in that at all?

C: Yes. In 1944. Of course, Dorothy, all of this happened while I was overseas
and I know nothing about this except what I've read and héard but~~ there

was a big question back at the 1944 Convention, as I'm told. The group-- well,
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they were going to support Mr., Roosevelt, and Mr. Stevenson was a part of
the very conservative element. He went out as Governor in January of 1947;
then he got into the race in 1948 for this Democratic nomination to the
U.S. Senate,

Was this Dixiecrat element in Texas much of a factor?

We didn't have the Dixiecrat factor the way South Carolina, Alabama and
Mississippi, and the others did, and on this we would relate to the 1948
Democratic National Convention, which was held in Philadelphia.

Many of those states I just mentioned got up and walked out when Mr.
Humphrey made his speech on Civil Rights. But to the best of my recollection,
the Texas delegation did not. I would say that in the Texas delegation, the
Dixiecrat movement did not predominate, There was a great Dixiecrat feeling
and all this group did embrace Coke Stevenson.

Any other thing during that political campaign--incidents that happened?

No, you had a case, Dorothy, where most of‘your ma jor newspapers in Texas
had endorsed Coke Stevenson,

Why?

Well, conceivably, a couplé of reasons. Number one, I suppose, the fact
that he was considered the comservative in the race. The most conservative.
No liberal press in Texas at this period?

Well, Mr, Johnson was supported by Frank Mayburn at Temple and his paper
there; and the one /Mayburn's/ at Sherman--the Sherman Democrat. And also
to the best of my recollection by Mr. Houston Harte from San Angelao with his
papers in Paris and Denison and around over the State. And Charlie Woodson
at Brownwood. Charlie had the paper at Lamesa and Del Rio besides Brownwood.

And he also owned the paper down at Port Arthur. And there were a few little
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independents arouﬁd. We had a second newspaper at Bryan at that time--the
Bryan Daily News--that supported Mr, Johnson editorially.

But that support was scattered and very thin.
From the papers you named, the big city papers in Texas were not endorsing
or at least not for Johnson?
That is correct.
I started a minute ago to ask you if there were any other incidents that
happened during the campaign. Or issues that arose that were controversial?
Well, Dorothy, we finished up the first primary which according to my
recollection was about the first Tuesday in August, with the way it was
set up at that time. Coke Stevenson led Mr. Johnson by 71,000 votes, and
I'm not sure that I recall the third man in the race who did attract some
votes, but I believe his name was ZﬁéﬁT Peddy. Great numbers of folks over
the State were sayiné that 71,000 votes were just too much to make up in a
run-off. We were to have this run-off election, the second primary, four
weeks ffom the day of the first primary.

Well, everybody worked extremely hard during the four weeks time, and
I speak now only of the 6th Congressional District, because that's where
I was working day and night with different county leaders, precinct leaders.
We had a meeting once a week of our county leadefs to.try to shore everything
up to make sure that we carried our load as far as the 6th Congressional
District was concerned,

I remember on election night Stevenson quickly jumped out ahead. because
the Dallas votes were always the first in. Voting machines come in quickly.
They were largely for Stevenson and he quickly built up a 20,000-vote lead,

and it just looked like‘everything was over at that minute., Im fact, I
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remember the story Qas told over the radio that Mr. Stevenson was at his
ranch out from Junction, and had gone swimming listening to these election
returns., Then the returns, as they continued to come in, started going back
the other way. They dropped down to 19, 18, 17 right on down to where it was
just nip and tuck. I remember them saying that Mr. Stevenson, when things
started dropping, got out of swimming and started to Austin. The lead
switched back and forth, and this went on for a day or so.

Then according to your election statute, something like three days
later, you have the official canvass of the vote. These reports at this
minute were the unofficial tallies.. Nothing is foicial until you have the
County Democratic Executive Committee come in and certify each precinct. This
has to be done by checking the tally list from each precinct., In many
instances, I served as a County Democratic Chairman, and have presided over
a number of these official canvasses, and I know it is very easy to write
down 257 when it's supposed to be 275 or vice versa.

These figures are tfansposed from a tally sheet onto an official sheet,
and this is where these mistakes happen. And I remember Mr. Johnson's
calling one time at this canvass period, going over the different counties--
we had eight counties in the 6th Congressional District at that time--with
me and of course they would ask each of us district leaders to know every-
thing that was going on in the canvass and to have some of our people at
thesz canvass meetings to supervise and look over and make sure that it was
done correctly.

And I thought I knew everything that was going on in our eight counties
of the 6th Congressional District, but Mr. Johnson told me about one in Leon
County where it was 25 votes off--something that was in our favor--and this

hail been recorded wrong unofficially.
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P: How did he know that?

C: Well, he just goes into great detail on many of these things. He was télling
me things about my county that I ought to know, that I didn't know. I think
in Brazos County we ended up losing one vote on our official canvass off our
regular initial report.

P: What county contained the questionable--

C: Jim Wells County. |

P: That's not close to your area?

C: Duval, Jim Wells County, down-~- way down. That was a part of the l4th
Congressional District down in that area.

P: This of course proceeded into a court fight. There were many charges of
stuffing the ballot box, resurrecting dead people, onto the ballots. Do
you remember much or recall--

C: I do not., I mean, I remember generally, Dorothy, what was reported and
what was said. And these things.

P: You didn't éee any instances of this? On either side?

C: No. My recollection.is that Mr. Stevenson took this into every court
there was from the Justice of the Peace to the Supreme Court. He fook it
into Federal District Court, and every court ruled in Mr. Johnson's favor
from that standpoint.

Now, one precinct that I read about, Isuppose I can say I know about,
was out in Brown County, in Brownwood, in which one box in a separate courf
action between two candidates there--two local candidates. One box was
thrown out because of the manner in which the polling had been conducted.

And that one particular box had a 200 or 300-vote majority for Mr. Stevenson.



L@J Presidential Library ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT More on LBJ Library oral histories:
http:/Awww.Ibjlibrary.org Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781] http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

CLIFTON C. CARTER--19

Well, with that being thrown cut, Mr. Johnson gained this much. Now
that was never taken into the official tally, and I have been told that there
were other instaﬁces wvhere there was no question but what Mr, Johnson would
have picked up another 1,000 votes by different boxes being thrown out.

Does this mean contesting these boxes?

Yes, Now the one I was talking about--as I say, this coatest. We had

nothing to do with it. It was strictly among two local candidates and a

court did throw out that particular box. It was voting in a country store

and they didn't have marked off proper limites where people meandered in and
out and watched the other people voting; along this line, that was the grounds
in which that box was thrown out.

This was like a football game where you lead 7 to 6. We wefe always
ahead, and there was never any point, I'm talking abouf when the final votes
were in~- we were always ahead so the court action Qas always-~ the attempted
court action was Coke Stevenson toward Mr. Johmson. When you win a football
game 7 to 6, you don't contest it. You don't go back and question because
you are ahead. But I think that if it had ever gotten to the point where
Stevenson was ahead, then I think, from what I'm told, we had sufficient
evidence to contest it ourselves.

The main thing on all of this was that the State Democratic Executive
Committee meeting in Fort Worth heard all these claims and charges. They
heard, they questioned; the Credentials Committee had the-- the complete
Committee-~State Executive Committee--voted and seated, and they selected
Mr.Johnson as the Democratic nominee. They went over everything that

Stevenson and his attorneys and everybody claimed, and anything they tried
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to show. But he was officially selected by the State Democratic Executive
Committee who at their Convention in September of 1948, in their official
canvass of State office~-this is what they were doing. And they certified
Mr. Johnson as the winner and the Democratic nominee.

Do you believe thaﬁ there is any truth to the statements that the Truman
Adninistration may have brought any influence to bear om this decision,
because they preferred the more moderate Johnson to the Tory Stevenson?

I don't think so. I mean I know nothing in that area, but I don't think
Mr, Truman would have had very much influence with the State Democratic
Executive Committee,

Did Johnson in his campaign take any stand on the Truman Administration?
As I recall, Mr, Truman came through Texas on the campaign train, and Mr.
Johnson rode with him -part or‘all the way through Texas. I've forgottan
the éxact distance, but ﬁe was with Mr. Truman when Mr. Truman was in Texas
.campaigning,

Wasn't this the first use of helicopters by a candidate in Texas?

I think that's right.

Do you want to talk about Mr. Johmson dropping out of the sky in these
helicopters, really sort of aweing soae of the country? |
Really used to generate a lot of interest and stimulate crowds.

Mr. Stevenson didn't use them-~

No, he traveled by car,

Anything else on that Senate campaign, or as it developed into the
Democratic Convention?

No, I don't believe so.

Did you go to that Convention?
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C: WNo. I did not go. I was not a delegate and I didn't go.

P: Did Mr. Johnson?

C: Yes. He and Mrs. Johnson were there.

P: As delegates?

C: I don't remembef. I just remember seeing their picture in the paper--being
there. |

P: As you have said, you were appointed U.S. Marshal in 1949, I believe, wasn't

it?

C: Right,

P: Is your political activity curtailed as a U,S. Marshal?

C: Well, I had been elected to the City Counéil at Bryan. I was a member of
the City Council at Bryan, I guess,had been elected in, I think, April of
1949. Resigned that in July and that was it.

P: You weren't participafing in any of the national politics--

C: No.

P: Or on Lyndon Johnson's--

C: No, and the only other thing-- I was elected Brazos County Democratic
Chairman and this was immediately when I came out as Marshal in 1954.

I was elected Brazos County Democratic Chairman and served that until 1959,
when I moved to Austin.

P: And you didn't attend the 1952 €Convention in Chicago?

C: No.

P: Or participate in any delegation activities toward the Convention on the
issues regarding that Convention?

C: No. Being U.S. Marshal you're under the Hatch Act, and I wasn't permitted

to participate in any political activities.
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P: You've alfeady mentioned this in your earlier summary, in 1954, when Mr.
Johnson appointed you campéign chairman and at this time it was for-~

C: TFive Congressional districts.

P: This was in 1954 and he was Minority Leader at this point?

C: That's right.

P: And was up for reelection, right?

C: That's right. ‘

P: You have commented somewhat on your functions. Do you have anything to add
on that or your work and duties? During the campaign?

C: You're talking about 19547

P: The 1954 campaign.

C: Well, his opponent in this race was Dudley Dougherty from Beeville, Texas.
Mr; Dougherty was a very wealthy young man. The irony of this-- he had been
‘a very close friend aﬁd supporter of Mr. Johnson, but for some reason, he
decided in January of 1954 to conteét Mr, Johnson for this Democratic
nomination. And while he caused some problems, as any opponent would, it
wasn't really much of a confest. I've forgotten-- Mr. Johnson beat him 4 or
5 to 1 without really ever making a campaign. The main thing-- my work in
mid-April on was to mérshal our forces in these Congressional Districts.
This was the 2nd, 7th, 8th, 9th and 6th Congressional Districts in which I
was working with Jake Pickle. And Jake was the State coordinator on this.-

P: What was the political situation in Texas during that time? Regarding
conservative element and issues?

C: Well, Mr., Shivers was Governor and Mr. Daniel was Senator. And as you stated
a minute ago, Mr., Johnson was Minority Leader of the Senate and had a

relationship with Senator Taft who was the Majority Leader, as I recall, at
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that time, that was looked upon as a very gentlemanly tﬂing; There was a
feeling in Texas, also-- Shivers was still a very popular Governor in 1954,
Of course, you constantly had what you might say the conservatives in
Democrats, as I recall-- Ralph Yarborough ran against Shivers in 1954. In
fact, forced him into a run-off, so there was that constant fighting between
conservatives and liberals, but at this particular moment, the leaders of
both factions were pretty well supporting Mr. Johnson.

P: Part of your work was funneling back to Johnson reports and memos of
information as to what was going on in the county and the county problems,
wasn't it?

C: Well, that was constant. Yes, all along. I mean, that's all the time.

P: And getting to know the newspaper people and their personalities.

C: Getting to know the newspaper people, radio. We had very few television
stations at that time; Of course, you had them in Houston and a few
metropolitan cities, but other aréas I covered-~the main thing was visiting
with radio people and newspaper people, There used to be a routine of work
that you do, both in checking on your county organization and your county
leader. Visit with them, viéit with the newspaper editor, and try to make
sure that they had up-to-date pictures of Mr., Johnson and that they didn't
have something in their morgue-- some old picture of him 20 years ago.

P: Was fund-raising part of this activity?

C: No. This was strictly poiitical. Strictly making sure that you had some
activity going in each county. Again, like I said a while ago, in”1956
when.I took over as State Chairman, even back in 1954, we were trying to
bring new leaders in to help shore up the organization.

P: You said that this electiom 1i9537 wasn't much of a challenge. Didn't you

uncover any frictions or factional problems?
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C: No. Nothing of any consequence,

P: Let me go ahead then to the 1956 convention. The Democratic Convention was
in Chicago, I believe,.

C: Right.

; ! P: Did you attend this?

C: Yes.

P: And would you discuss the issues that did come up and the Lyndon Johnson
position? On candidates and issues?

C: Well, we had had, as I mentioned earlier, these real tough precinct fights
in Texas, which led on to the county fights the next week and on to the

ji State Convention. Then this was held in Dallas. 1In Dallas, I was selected

by ﬁhe Convention, 1 should Say by the Johnson forces, to be Chairman of the

Delegate Committee,

e N b i

P: You did go to this one as a delegate, didn't you?

C: Right. And I served as Chairman.of the Delegate Committee, the Committee
that selected the delegates to go to Chicago. I had firm support on my
Committee. You see, each Congressional district selects a pérson-~a man or
woman--to serve on each of these committees, so I had 21, one from each

} Congressional district, on this committee with me. And we had strong support

there to where we could have pretty well selected whomever we wanted as

delegates. I mean, we did select the delegates, And-di& report these to

5 the Convention. We made the report to the Convention in Dallas, and théy

were accepted.

And I went to Chicago as a member of the delegation. Now, Mr.Johnson's
name was placed in nomination therc for the Presidency by John Connally. And
at this time Mr. Johmson was not on the floor, because he was a candidate for

the Presidency.
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Then when Adlai Stevenson was subsequently selected, Mr, Johnson did
join the Texas delegation. He was Chairman and sitting at the main corner
where the Texas standard was. I sat right back of him, and Judge A. W.
Moursund from Johnson City sat to his right.

What was the reasoning behind this favorite son candidacy at this point?

I don't know. You mean when the thing was wide opén--I say wide open; there
was a good possibility that Stevenson was not going to permit his name to

be placed again and like many of the others actually start off, one can
mention ahead of time to get their name before the public in these things.
You had this period of time after Mr., Stevenson'’s selection and before the
Vice-Présidential nomination that Stevenson called on a number of different
strong people and talked. This was the evening after Mr., Stevenson had been
nominated, When he entered the convention hall, entered the platform to make
his statement on the fice~Presidentia1 situation, Mr. Johnson was. one of a
group with him, right Behind Mr, Stevénson.

Were you with him?

No. I was out with our Texas delegation~-~the seats were right close to the
platform, and everyone at that moment thought that Mr. Johnson was going to
be the Vice-Presidential nominee. It turned out that there were four or five
others with Mr. Stevenso:. |

Did you think this was possible?

That thought ran quickly through my mind. When he followed right behind Mr.
Stevenson. And then Mr., Stevenson spoke to the Convention and said that he
had decided not to make a selection and just throwrit open and let the

Convention decide.
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It ended up that Kefauver's name was placed in nomination. Senator
Gore from Tennessee, and Senator Jack Kénnedy from Massachusetts, and I
think, my recollection is, that the Texas delegation supported Senator Gore
on the first ballot and supported Senator Kennedy on the second ballot.
One little thing that happened here.' Mr. Johnson seunt me to get
Senator Smathers of Florida, Mr. Johnson was doing all he could to round
up vote for Kennedy. And the aisles and everything were all so jammed that
I couldn't get across to Florida, which wasn't actually too far away from us.
I had to go outside of the amphitheater and go around the building and come
in a different door. I found Smathers and told him Mr. Johmson wanted to
see him, and to come on and go with me. And he'd walk along a couple of
steps with me, and stop and start talking to somebody, and all the time the
vote was going on. Voting was shifting. As a matter of fact, it was
beginning to slip aﬁay from Kennedy at this minute and going to Kefauver,
And I would pull Smathers along a little bit, beg him to come on, and I
finally got him to within about 10 feet of Mr. Johnson. And just went to
Mr. Johnson and said, "There he is. That's as far as I can get him. Without
breaking his arm or something, I can't get him. He has just refused to hurry.”
Well, by the time Mr. Johnson tried to talk to Smathers about switching
to Kennedy, Kefauver had already sewed up the Vice-Presidential nomination.
Now, Mr. Johnson made a seconding speech for Kemnedy on the Vice-Présidential
nomination,
P: What in your opinion was his reason for supporting Senator Kennedy?
C: I don't know.' I just felt like he was the most capable, able, attractive--I

suppose. We had had a delegation caucus, and this was what this group came
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up with., This was uader the leadership of Mr. Johnson and Mr. Rayburn.

P: Perhaps a regional balance?

C: I do not know.

P: Was Johnson ever in consideration for the Vice-Presidential candidacy? When
you got back into the delegate caucuses? Did he iﬁdicate that to you?

C: No. He was not nominated. I don't know that I ever had any direct conversa-
tion on this. I think the general word was that Stevenson had talked to six
or seven different ones, and just told them that he didn't want to make a
choice, that he was going to throw the convention open. But Mr. Johnson
was not nominated for Vice-Presidency like he had been nominated for the
Presidency.

P: Did the Texas delegation switch on the second ballot from Johnson to
Stevenson?

C: That's my recollection; Wait a minute. I'm sorry--1 jumped too quickly.
Did they switch on what?

P: In the Presidential balloting, after they had committed themselves on the
first ballot to the favorite son candidate, Johnson, did they switch to
Stevenson or did they hold-- ?

C: I'm not sure they ever got to. I think the thing got down so far and
Stevenson had it before we ever had the opportunity to switch. 7T think it
was declared unanimous or something on the thing to where-- I don't know
that Texas was ever permitted to switch.

P: Was there any consideration that if it went past the first ballot, that they
would go to Stevenson, or was this acceptable to the Texas delegation?

C: Well, the understanding we had was we would have a caucus of the delegation

after each vote, and just go one vote at a time. You see, the 1956 Texas
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Convention instructed this delegation to place Mr; Johnson's name in nomination
as the favorite son., And actually we were committed to him by the unit rule.
Right, but the favorite son candidate can then release the delegation--
That's right.

Had this been discussed at all? To your knowledge?

No.

Do you remember any other anecdotes of the 1956 Convention? Or at the State
Convention earlier?

No. The Convention had gone very well in Dallas. The State Convention,

of aurse, and then it ended in almost a big hassle over-- We had wanted
Byron Skelton who had been a leader of the loyalist liberals as national
committeeman and wanted Mrs, Lloyd Bentsen ZE?LT to be the committeewoman.
And the liberals who had joined with Mr, Johmson's group in carrying the
precinct.conventions accepted Skelton but would not accept Mrs. Bentsen.
Why?

They wanted Mrs. Randolph from Houston. It ended up that they insisted so

strongly on this that it was never put to 2 vote, but was finally decided

to withdraw the thought on Mrs. Bentsen, and go ahead with Mrs. Randolph,
which was done. And Byron Skelton and Mrs, Randolph were elected Committee
members--Natiom 1 Committee members.

Why was Mrs. Randolph wanted?

Well, she was the leader of the liberals in Houston. And was a syrbol to
liberals all over the State of Texas.

Anything else you remember on this Convention? Any area 1'm not pursuing?

Any issues that came up?
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C:

No, at Chicago we had a Johnson hospitality suite there that served coffee
and cookies and practically all the Congressional district men that X
mentioned while ago where delegates and were in Chicago.

These were the same Congressional district people in the 1948 election?
Right. And each of us served tours of duty, you might say, there in running
this hospitality suite, Mr., Johnson's sisters were there, and each of us
had so many states that we were trying to make contact with people. And
we'd get them to come by and have coffee and talk, but frankly, much of this
was very new to all of us. We did make some acquaintances in some of these
states, I think some of them operating at the top level like John Connally
did make some contacts that proved valuable later on. I mean, I was not at
that level,

Do you know of any of these?

No. I had certain.states there, but I don't rememﬁer any contacts right at
this minute.

I was just looking at the Texas support for Lyndon Johnson in 1957 in which
you were named clerk, or assistant clerk, or Texas administrative assistant.
I was confused on the title. I think you were operating out of both Bryan
and Austin. This was a more permanent position than your previous campaigns?
Yes, and I think I misstated a date while ago.

Did you say 19547

Let me correct myself on the dates, I think I said earlier that it was.
Christmas of 1956. It was Christmas of 1956 when I stopped at the Ranch and
talked with Mr. Johnson. And when he had asked me to stop by there. And

I actually went on his payroll as his assistant in Texas January 23, 1957,

T think I said 1956 while ago. I'm wrong on that. It was 1957, anc this
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was when I was doing this-- handling his affairs in Texas.

This was really more on a full-time basis, too, wasn't it?

Yes, when it started off it was supposed to be half-time. But every day that
went by, it became more and more fuli-time.

Where was the Texas support for Lyndon Johnson during these years?

This is prior to 1960.

Dorothy, it was scattered throughout.

Did it reflect-- Like labor or--

We had friends in labor and various ethmic groups, and conservative business
men., It was pretty broad across the board.

I'm not sure if we went over your duties at this point when you changed?
Well, yes, I mentioned while ago just quickly in passing, this was in
rebuilding the organization. And the second part of this~~ Mr. Johnson by
this time had become ﬁajority Leader of the Senate. And the two pravious
Majority ieaders—-Democratic Majority Leaders--had been defeaéed their next
time up for reelection, and he was determined this was not going to happen

to him. You had Scott Lucas from Illinois defeated,and Ernest McFarland,

the next Majority Leader, was defeated when he was up for reelection.

Do you think Lyndon Johnson was sort of affected in his approach to things

by what had historically happened or previously happened? Did he use that

as a guage or judge?

Well, he was determined not to let that happen, and he was prepared to resign
as Majority Leader ifnecessary to keep this contact with the people Sack home.
And a part of my job as I envisioned it and saw it and attempted to do it

was to try to keep his thumb on the pulse of the people back home and what
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they were thinking. In my travels in a period of time 1957, 1958, 1959, 1960,
1 averaged about three days a week traveling and spent the night in the Aome
of all of our leaders in all 254 counties in Texas. 1 stayed in every little
town over the period of time, and visited every radio, every television,

every station, everything newspaper.

P: And you think Lyndon Johnson felt that previous Majority Leaders in fulfilling
those duties had lost their constituency?

. C: Neglected the folks back home. The people in a little county down in your
home state are proud on the one hand that you have been recognized as the
Majority Leader, but they get real upset if you are not looking after their
little dam project or something down the road. This is what a person has to
do as Majority leader. He can't ever afford to get away from the folks
back home,

P: He was instruméntal during a part of this time-~during his Majority years--
in passing some legislation that did affect some of the conditions,
particularly in the Hill Country?

C: Well, I'm sure he was. I don't recall--

P: Does this concern some of the dam projects that you mentioned?

C: Well, no, I believe, Dorothy-- he got most of this going and accomplished
when he was still a Congressman. Actually, back when he was in the
Congress, he was always considered the third Senator from the State because
he helped people in many other districts beside his own. While I don't
necessarily know that he had any designs on one of the jobs as Senator,

I'd say that h?.was not unmindful that he was operating all over ﬁhe Staﬁe
of Texas.

P: How was Mr. Johnson thought of within the Texas delegation to Congress?
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C:

Extremely well thogght of. Well, certainly as a Congressman., And then when
he became Senator, he had a very close working relationship with every
Congressman. As a matter of fact, this was one of the reasons that I always
felt that-our political organization was on a Congressional district basis,
because he worked so closely with all 21 Congressmen. In anything that they
were interested in or would introduce in the House, he would take and get
it through the Senate for them. Any time there was an announcement to be
made about a federal project or appointment, there was always a joint
announcement between Mr. Johmson and the Congressman involved.

Can you think of anything specific?

Well, this was just every postmaster appointment, every federal pfoject
approved. I mean I know this because T worked in the office up here. He
used to have me-- we're talking again about 1957, 1958, 1959 and 1960-- He
used to have me come up here for two 2-weeks' periods each year to work in
the office here to get the feel of what was going on so it would be helpful
tome while I was working back in Texas. And I just know the operating
procedure on this. Any notification that the office got of a postmaster
being confirmed or just anythiﬁg approved, it was autématic standing procedure
that he would not try to steal the glory of notifying first on this. It

was always a joint telegram that went out,

This musc have been one of the ways in which.he did retain the name oi at
least caring for his constituency?

That's right, <

Now I would likeé to proceed into the 1959-1960 Presidential, or Vice-Presidential
as it ended up, nomination at the 1960 Convention. You stated awhile back

that your organizational groundwork beginning with your 1957 appointmenc,
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in your own opinion, was the beginning of the foundation for the possibility
of a Presidential nomination in the 1960 election. When did Lyndon Johnson
begin to consider running for President? Whether actively agreeing to it

or announcing it, but starting to move and lay the necessary groundwork for
rounding up support?

Dorothy, this I don't know. I was working on the Johnson organization, and

we primarily were working for his reelection in 1960, but I say that I

. was not unmindful of his prospects as a Presidential candidate--nominee.

However, I never, to the best of my recollection and remembrance-- unless
it was something that others of us talked about-- He did not talk to us
about it; in fact the one or two times that T said something to him about
it, he said,

'"Well, let's -just try to do our job as Senator on the thing. Let's
don't worry about thét. We're not going to be in it.,"

And he told great numbers of his friends this, but no one ever
balieved it or paid any attention to it.
When you spoke of the 70 visits he made in 1959 aboard a twin-engine
plane-- ?
Beech,
Beech plane that he made with his wife, these were towards glection_as Senator?
Yes. That's right..
There was no implication-- ?
This was an additional procedure that he used. He always campaigned adout
a year ahead of timé--extremely hard, It has always been considered very
good strategy to do most of your homework the year ahead of time. And this

was what he was doing in 1959--in the fall of 1959.
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Was he ever in any problem with his campaign funding?
This I don't know. I had nothing to do with that,.
Do you have any ideas why Mr. Johnson delayed in announcing his candidacy
for President?
I don't know anything.
You were still in Texas at this point?
Yes., And of course some friends had started up a Johnsonrmovement in
Texas. I had moved to Austin from Bryan in July 1959. 1In October of 1959,
about the 15th of October, a headquarters was set up in Austin to be the
national headquarters of Johnson for President movement,
Under whose direction?
Larry Blackman from Mineral Wells moved down there and spent full time on
this.
Mr, Johnson Hadn't indiéated that he wanted this?
No, and I'm trying to remember. Dorothy, I think this thing had reached
a point to where Mr. Rayburn was pushing Mr. Johnson to make his name
available. Mr. Johnson had kept saying, "No, they won't accept a Southerner."
Something on'.this. And my recollection is that Mr. Rayburn said,
"Well, we're going to move forward with or without your permission on
the thing."
And Mr., Rayburn had a hand in this headquarters being set up down
there. Along with Governor Price Daniel.
Governor Daniel was for placing Lyndon Johnson's name in-- ?
Yes. He was very much for it.
They talk about the "Johnson Network' coﬁing into play in this sort of

pre-announcing days, beginning to set up national headquarters around the
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country. Did you believe there was a Johnson Network?

No. I knew from the Blackman operation there that they were trying to make
contact with people in different other states, but there was no Network as
such, The only thing--

I think this Network they were referring to was more or less Congressional.
Well, I was going to say, the only thing that even came close invmy mnind
would be people with whom Mr. Johnson had served in the House or the

Senate. Mentioﬁing names like Ernest McFarland from Arizona. McFarland had
been in the Senate and had been defeated. Barry Goldwater defeated him. Then
he was‘out two years and was elected Governor of Arizona. He had, I believe
it was, J. Ed Johnson, maybe just Ed Johnson out in Colorado that had been
in the Senate, |

Then you had different'other ones whom Mr, Johnson had befriended or had
been close‘to in his service in the House; You see at this minute, we're
talking about 1959-1960. He had been in the House for eleven years, I
believe, just from off the top of my head. And he had great numbers of friends
in these different states. |
I knew they felt that he was the most powerful Leader to put forth_this
time, at least that was some of the Congressional and Senatorial support
behind him,

There were -reports that Lyndon Johnson was sending funds to various,
Senatorial campaigns as early as 1958, possibly to encourége support for his
nomination should he decide. Do you think this was true?

I don't know..-I kne& he made speeches for Vance Hartke of Indiana; for Ted
Moss in in Utah; for Gale McGee in Wyoming; Howard Kennon in Nevada.

Were you involved in any of these?
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C: Just in helping arrange his itinerary in this area.

P: In March of 1960, I believe you attended the Midwestern Democratic Conference
in Detroit?

C: Yes.

P: This was more or less in place of Johnson, because he did not want to go?

C: Well, not in place of Johnson, because there were several of us out there.
There was a delegation from Texas, you might say that was up there. Eugene
Locke, who has been the Ambassador to Pakistan, Saigon, and ran for Governor
this year back in Texas. My recollection is‘that he was thé head of this
delegation from Texas at this Convention.

P: Mr, Johnson was still unannounced?

C: Yes.

P: What was your purpose?

C: Well, to.scout out delegates or feelings, or try to find some friends or
something.

P: Did you all set up a hospitality areas at this conference?

C: Yes. We did,

P: Were there already campaign slogans and materials being passed out on Johnson?

C: Well, on Johnson, at that time-- we had little lapel buttons with a little
Texas hat and LBJ on it, I believe they had the slogan, "All the Way with
LBJ," back at that time.

P: But again in your opinion, Mr. Johmnson had mot pushed this furthering of
his Presidential nomination?

C: No, he had not,

P: He had not indicated in any way that he wanted to have this organization

to begin setting up? I have read that when the Johnson people began going

out to the other states, they found that the Joha F. Kennedy people had
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gotten out earlier and in effect signed everyone up. Were you ever involved
in any of these contacts with other states and was this true?

C: Dorothy, I remember Detroit there. I talked to different ones and did not
get much encouragement. Practically all of them were for Mr. Kennedy at
that time, Like Hobart Taylor that has served on Export-Import Bank and
served as Associate General Counsel to the President ovér at the White House.
He was a Negro from Houston 6riginally. He had gotten his law degree from
the University of Michigan and lived there in Detroit. He had a couple of
us from Texas come out to his house one evening during this Midwestern
Democratic Congress you're talking about. He had a group of top Negro
leaders there and some one or two labor. This was not the top echelﬁn of
labor, but many of these were UAW people. And the main thing was he wanted
us to have the opportunity to get to visit with these people, and we had
a reasonably good meefing, but we did not make any-- This was in Detroit,
during the Midwestern Conference. We did not make any converts, I think
they did have the opportunity to see we didn't have horns, but there wés
little feeling among the Negroes at that time in that area for Mr. Johnson
or anybody from Texas.

P: I believe one of the iésues that was being talked about at this point wés
where Lyndon Johnson stood on the Medicare Program, and there had been
conflicting letters to various people in Labor, whether it was in errof or
not, that he had been both at one time supporting and opposing the Bill?

C: This I don't know. I'm not familiar with it.

P: Do you know where he stood on this issue?

C: No.
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P: Did you turn iﬁ any reports at this point as to the advisability of
Johnson pursuing the Presidential nomination?

C: No, I didn't direct. We did into the headquarters in Austin there. And we
carried this information back with us. And I must say that I never dealt
in issues., I usually try to deal with people.

P: Were you for his candidacy?

C: Oh, yes. I was from tﬂe time I saw him in 1937, Thinking about the President

. then.

P. Did you foreéee in the year 1937 that a Southernerlmight conceivably have
a shot for the Presidency? That's breaking a tradition of about 100 years.

C: Well, I wasn't thinking about a Southerner then. I was thinking about
Lyndon Johnson's being President. And I had talked to him about that in the
1948 campaign when he was running for the Senate. Like they used to talk to
county leaders that we weren't just electing a United States Senaéor--we
were electing a future President,

P: Did they agree with you on that?

C: I think this was a general feeling.

P: In other words, they believed that str;ngly in the potential of Lyndon
Johnison?

C: That’s right,.

P: It has been said that in the early part of 1960 that Lyndon Johnson eounted
on some of the wrong political figures that had already been committed to
Kennedy. But that he had strong Comngressional sﬁpport from his variou;
Representatives and Senators. And I believe that about this point you went
to Des Moines to enlist Governor Lovelace's support. Is that true?

C: Well, I was in Des Moines.
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P: And what happened?

C: Well, let me go back to December of 1959 for a second. Governor Lovelace

had requested that Mr. Johnson come out and speak.
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CARTZR (Tape 2)

PIERCE
1963, at office on Comnectifut Avenue, Nashington, D, .

we left on the last tape, we were in the period of 15533

and '59 during the pre-campaign activities of the '60 elaction. And the

tapa ran out just as I had been asking you about, in fact, a later meeting

* in Des Moines, and it was in 19560, And at that point, you began to recall

some activities of Johnson's speaking in '53 and in '59., You particularly

told me of one regarding a Joe Barr in 1953, And I'd like to just turn

this back over to you, aand if you can remember some of those speeches and

incidents that occurred around Kentucky-=-St, Loula--you mentioned Council

Bluffs,

T: tell, Dorothy, let's zo back to the Joe Barr Ila:zident I mentioned first

because that was

along in November of 1953, 4And I think this Barr iacidant

pointsup sowe of the little humorous thiags thar happened along the way,

the carmpaign trail, if ve may, At this particular time, Mr, Johnson was

in Indiana speaking in behalf of Vance Hartke who was at that time mayor

T

o

Evansville, Indiana, and was the Democratic aominee for the United

3tates 3enate, This was a ywind=up rally at Iadianapolis thatvwe're talking

about and was on

state~-wide television in Indiana, As Mr,. Johnson started

out on the stage, some of the local helpers-~supporters of Senator Harthke--

said, "Senator, when you finish up your speech, mention a word for Joe

Barr. He's running for Coagress here. He's Phi Beta Kappa, a graduate

of Yale; he's a wonderful party worker-~been great, He is our Democratic

nominee from this district--Marlon Zounty. Tie don®t think he has got nuch
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of a chance, but if vou will just because of the work 'ﬂe- has done for the
party over the years, please mention his name,"

e, Jo‘n;\sun 3aid, ™lell, sure,” and went on out to make his speech,
and a3 he was getting on down towards the end, some of them sta;ted
holleriag out from the wings of the stage, "Don't forget old Joe; don't
forget old Joel™

Well, Mr. Johnson heard Barr's name only one time, and that was when
he was walking out to make his speech to be introduced, and Joe's last
name didn't quickly come to Mr, Johnson. So, he thought he would come to
the end of his speech and the name would come to him, Well, it dida't,
and he started closing his speech again~-as a matter of fact, he did it
three times, hoping that the last name would come to him, And it didn't, .
All the time these supporters were continuing to holler, “Don't forget old
Joe!" S0, as it finally ended up, Mz, Johnson just closed his speech out
with, ®hen you go to the polls, don't forzet old Joe's running for Congress
from herel™

About a weekl later oa elaction day, we ﬁere in Houston, !Mr. Johnson
was s»eaking ko tha Texas leagee of Munilcipalities at the Shamrock dilton
Hotel. and as quicl:ly as he spoke, we went right uapstairs to the suite to
start watching rh:e election returna, We had hardly gotten settled in our
chairs when a phone call came in from Joe 3arr from Indlanapolig, telling
Mr, Johason that he thought he had made it, that he was 151 votes ahead at
thar rine, aad he thoughit it was all over. And he had won it because of
Mr, Johnson's statement the last anight he was in Indianapolis on that
state-wide telecast to remember old Jee,

Dorothy, as I thiak back about these, there are some interesting onea

along the line., Christmas in 1953, my family and I stopped by the L3BJ Ranch
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on our way up to XRerrville to spend the holidays with my wife's folks,
This was on December 24, Mr, Johnson had/}ust zotien some new wrist
watches with his initials on the back of them, 2and he was kind eaoughv

to give me one of those watches. ije went oa to Rerrville and has been
custom over the period of time, I always called my mother on Christmas

Day aad wished Her the best seasons greetings and thanked her for what

she had sent the children for Christmas. And I wound up that conversation
by saying, '"And Senator Johnson gave me a watch with his initials on it,”
Well, my mother, mindful of the large family froh which we came and the
rather poor times we enjoyed and the hand-me-down custom of old clothes
and everything, was thinking that Mr. Johrnson had given me one of his old
second-hand watches, My mother's responée was, '0h, som, that's too bad.
Maybe you can have the iuiﬁials filed off," And as I tried to quickly
agsure her that the most iwportant thing shout thé watch were the initials
cn the back, the LBJ on thé.back, ahe still said, ""Oh, son, that's too bad;
Havhe you can have them filed off.¢ I have told Mr. Johason this story
sevaral times and told hinm that i: was almost zood enough, not quite, but

alnost znod enough to be sent to Reader's Disest for "Life in These United

States.” I have not sent it in, but M¥r, Johnson did get a kick out of it
bacause all 2% us have zon= througih these periods of hand-me-down clcothes.
And a aituation happened out at the Midlard-Odessa Airport one day,
Dorothy, where we had abeout 30,000 people there for a big air show and
Mr, Johnson was to speak to them., This was sctually aftar he had become
Vice President, I had been down there a day or twe checking all the
arrangerents, and we'd had a trailer drawn up that we'd decorated aad had
a public address system all set-echecked the public addresa systen—-

everything was in perfect working order, The Vice Presidenz and Mrs,
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4
_ Johnson flew in and landed about two hundred yards f£from where the speaking

trailer was. I went over to greet them aﬁd to accompany them back to the
setup we had there, which took maybe ten minutes altogether, %hen we got
back to the 3speaking platform, someone had taken our public address syatem
we had., 1In the ten mlaures I was gone, they had completely disassembled
and stolen the public address system, And he had 30,000 people waiting to
be addressed., Back in those days we always carried an emergency portable
P, A, System.aldng with us in the airplame, which we quickly got and
assembled and he spoke to this great big mob with a little portable P, A,
system, | |

But we've had these funny little~ethey're funny now; they weren't very
funnf then--happen along the way, Had the one that happened, Dorothy, |
where George Reedy in defending Mr, Johnson ended up having his ear nearly
bitten oif,

2: VYhat year was this?

(]
.

This was in Tecember 1357, Mr, Johinson had spoken--I believe it was about
the tenth of December, 1957-<lir, Johnson had spoken at a noon meetiag in
Waxahachie, Texas, And we had moved on into Dallas where Mr, Johhson was
to speak that aight to the Dallas Chamber of Commerce meeting in the
Adolphus Motel, UYe were staying ac the Baker, ¥r, Johnson always stayad
at the Baker Hotel, Mr. Johnson spoke that night to the Dallas Chamber

of Commerce, and the Dallas Chamber had invited all the Texas Congressional
delegation to be there, which they were, That night after Senator and
Mrs, Johnson had gone to bed, Walter Jenkins, George Reedy, and I went
down to a restauraat aboui a block away from the Baker and had a midaight
cup of coffee with a number of members of the Texas delegation. We left

there and went back to our hotel rooms. George Reedy did not accompany us,
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He and I were sharing a Toom together, ‘I left the door unlocked,
expecting him to come in just any time, and I woks up about six o'clock
the next morning and Reedy still wasn't in, And so I got up and bolted
the dooxr at that time, About zeven there was 2 big knock-~knock on the
door, and I got up and it waa Reedy coming in, T 1aid back down ;nd alept
fifteen or twenzy minutes and got up and happened to look at Georze. And
I thought he was dzowning in his own blood, I woke him up to make sure
he was still alive and tzried to figure out the mﬁmblings I was getting

* from him as to what happened., It turned out that he had gotten into an
argument with Judzs Jim Sewell of Corsicana, State Court District Judge
there, who incidentally is blind--got into an argument over Mr, Johnson's
political philosophy, how liberal he was, and as a result of this argument
Judge Sewell had jumped vp and had bitten Ceorge Reedy's right ear and had
nearly bitten it off. Dr, Silas Grant from Hillsboro was present at that

 time, and he put a band-ald on George's ear and sent him on home, Well,

the ear was so badly maanzlad that it was pumping blood at this minute,
and I znew I had to do sowething. At this time, the Dallas papers vere
not overly generous %2 us, All I could see yas big headlines saying,
"Johnson aide has.ear bitt2n off in Dallas,”™ And I decided no% to even
trust the hotel doc: r, because I dida't want any of this to be leaked
out, so I called a doctor friemnd of mine there in Dallas-~Dr, A, C, Heary,
that was from Smithville originally--and got him Ia turﬁ to call a friend
of kis who would keep qulet, and send him to our hotel room, This doctor
came on up within ths hour and had to give George a tetanus shot sioce
hie had bzen bitten, and then he sewed George®s ear back up, Has had
hardly finished this-~l2%t ne say I did report this to Walter Jedkins, who

was in a room avound the -zorner from us, Ve were all on the same floor
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with ¥r. Johnson. The doctor had hardly. finished sewing Zeorge’s ear up,
and M», Johason szarted calling for all of us to quickly nssemble in his
suitae, Ualzer Reuther that mornin had takea excep*ion wizh 3§mething

Mr. Johnson had said the day before in Waxahichige-

"
L1

Do vou wemember what it was?

C: T do not remember. The VAW was having their national conveation in
Atlarntic City at that time, 2nd on the basis of 2 wire report that Mr.
Reuther hadAseen he had taken great exception with Mr., Jounson's rsemarks.
And this had just come back over the wire service, and I think }Mr, Johnsoa
had gotten a telephonte call or twoe about it, He was in the process of-=
this was the reason he wanted Walter and Rcedy there; he was dictating a
statement to CGeorze Reedy and although George's ear had been sewed up and
bandaged, he had hacd 2 couple 55 drops-esome viscous matter had dropped on
the collar of hia shirt which Mr, Jahnsonb never interrupting his dicstation

to George, sald, "leorze, T told you to put on a clean shirt each day.

g
GQ

ot on thai same old shirt you've baen wearing.” Well, it was a
clean shirt; it just had had this dripoing on it. Well, we went throuzh
the day, everybody wanting to know what had lappened to George's ear, and

agt hit a door.

o

e =old everybody he

Lo

And we wound up that night, which was 2 Friday night, in Fort Worth
where ifr, Johnsoa szoke to the Fort Worth Chamber of Commerce dinner.
They had a little over 533 present that anight, vhich i3 the moat they'd
had ever up to that momeat, And about ten or tea-thirty that aight,
2fter we had all retired back to Mr, Johnam's suite, Walter Jenkies
haaded Mr. Johnson a uwemorandum setting forth what had happened to George
and Judge 3ewell, This w33 a perfect example of Walter Jenkins' krowledge

af Mr, Johnson's temperaments aand what have you~-tha correct timing, I
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should say, of when to present something and when nokt, because while he
-7a3 concerned he waa not overly upset about the littla alzercatioan thar
had taken place, ¥r, Johnson did cell me later to drop by aad visit with
Judge 3ewell and try to see that matters were sjuared away because on the
one hand, while he dida't want his sides antagonizing State Court District
Judges, he didn't want his assistants to be having their ears chewed on
by District Judges.

But there are great numbers of these things that happen, Dorothy, as
you go along the way, You always sleep wheﬁ you can and eat when you can
because you never know when it's going to he the last you get for some time.
You end‘up with a lot of work, a lot of &etail, but it's always fefreshiag
and interesting.after you'va_finished to sit back and look at the various
things, the events 23 they've unfolded,

You mentioned ezrlier on the previoua tape that you had zone on a pretty

extensive speaking tour as early as 1953 for upcominz elections of
3enators; you mentioned Zentucky aand St. iouis--

't Yell, Dorothy, on this, let me go hack a second to clarify or where I
don't mlascase ¢his, In 'S8, Mr. Johnson was iajority Leader of the Senate
and was chairman of savaral o;he: zomnittees, and waa>extreme1y interested
in the Democrats, ‘jaiurally, he was iaterested in the Democrats retaining
control in the Serate. And at the request of the Democratic Senate
Campaign Committee; he did speak in about eight different areas., Now,
when I mentioned Rentucky, Des Moines, this zrip, that was in December
of '59, which I'11l set back to in just a sacond, But in *53, he waa
accompanied by Warren '‘oodward on mos% of thosa trips., I did not make
these trins withvhim; Warren ‘Toodward did, aad he spoke for Robert Zyrd

in West ¥irginla, for Vance Hartke ina Indiana, for Gale licCee in Wyoming,
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Howard Cannon in Mevada, It seems to me there were a couple more; I
zan't racall them just off-hand, but these were the uotable onea, Ted
Moss ia Utan.

Was ¥r. Woodward on the Jommson staff?

!',j

Ca
.

Ho, He was just workiang as a volunteer at that time,

(v}

From Washington?

Q
e

No, he was in Houaton. BHe was worklng for a savings aad loan association
in Youston, I believe, and just was hLelping out as a volunteer-~as a former

staff member,

'y

Is he presently back in Houston?

(]
e

No, he's in Dallas, He's a vice president of American Airlines in Dallas.
He was here in Washington as Vice Presldent of American Airlines, but ha'se=-
then Los Angeles, but now he's in Dallas,

And back to this trip of December '535, Dorothy, This was a combined.
trip where we went to Hentucky, to HMissouri, to Yowa, to Arizona., And
this was a trip :hqt had been put together at the request of the Democratic
Mationzl Commlttee a2skiag Mr, Johason to speak at certaln funderaising
dinners and to visit people Iin different areas, And wve left from the LBJ

7 Mmoo d '

Ranch, Judge &, Y. Morrison and his wife were along with us, Mr, and lrs,
Johnson, liary Margaret and myself, I believe maybe Ceorge Reedy was alouge~
I'm not sure, but we were going to--
?: That's lary Margaret Valenti now?
2t Yes., e went to Keatucky first; actually, we had to land at Evansville,
Indiana, and go by car because I belicve it was Hendersonville, Kentucky,
where we went to the homs of former Senatsr Earl Clements., Senator Clements

had asked 'r, Johnson to come by to have lunch with the newly elected

governor of Kantucky, led 3reathitt--not Tad, but ha's ia the immediate
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past=-but the new governor of XKentucky, and other key Democratic whsels
of Zentucky, Ve had a very enjoyablz lunch sesaion with these people,
and we flew on to a place about seventy miles.south of St, Louis that I
believe was in the area of Bismarck, Mlssouri, e were met therz by Tony
Buford, who's a long time friend of Mr, Johnson's; he was Ieéal counsel at
that time to Gussie Bush., Tony had a big Black Angus farm down in this
location whers we spent the nighk, ‘He and M » Jolnson had bought cattle
back and forth with each other. .We spent the night with Tony Bufard, and
then flew on into St. Louls the next mﬁrniug where Mr, Johnson spoka to
a group at St, Louié University. |

That afternoon we flew over to Hutchinson, Xansas, and Mr, Johason
spoke to a funderaising dinner there, This had been requeated by a
Congressman Floyd 3reading who was running for reelectiona and it was a
fund=-raising dimner for him and for the Democraia of that Congressional
diserict,

71 Mr. Carter, what were the topics of these in gencral--of these speeches
acrosa thz counkry?

C: Basically, it was sbout the nation's welfare domestically, and to a degree,
the foreign affairs, i rcmember lir, Johnson used to tell a story on foreaigm
affairs. He dida't deal at great length on this, And I've thought about
this a number of times, In these days it would have been no nice if scma
regponsible Senator would have said the things these days that Mr, Johnson
said back in that time period, Of course, we had problem:c with Laos and
some of the others goiag on in 1959, even Viet Nam to a minor degree.

But ¥r, Joknsom, as I sald, didn't deal at great length on foreign policy.
He said that the way the Constitution of this country is written, we have

but one Commander-in-Chicf, and that’s the Preaident of the United States.
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Ha's the only person that i3 respounsible for deallag with other nations on
foreicn affairs, and he likenad the situation to all of us being in an
airplane and £lying through some vary turbulent weather, with the President
of the Unlted States a3 Commaader-in-Chiaf as the pilot »F this plarce
trying to bring iz in for a safe landing. And he used to say that, "It
would ill-behoove me as Majority leader of the Senate and a3 leader of
the cpposition party to go in and be hitting thiskpilot over the head with
a stick all the time he's rrying his dead level ba2st to land this plane.®
And I think that Mr, Johnson has eacountered some of that these days when
he has been trying to navigate this countryy through to a safe landing;
that he has been hit on the head by friend and foe alike in many--I say
friend and foe, I retract that--from Democrats a3 well as Republicans,

But the major part of his speeches were about our domestic economy;
what he felt ueeded to he done; what had bzen done; what was being done;
the things that were accomplished in the Congress where iir, Raybura waas
Speaker of ithe House and he was Eﬂjority.Laader of the Senate,

Bt we went on then frqm dutchinson, Xansas, to--we landed in Omaha,
which is iust ucross the river from Council 3luffs, Iowa, And H?. Johnson
spoke that nizht at a2 fund-raising dinner a: Couacil Bluffs; this was at
the request of Govermor Herachel ZLovelace of Iowa. GSovernor Lovelace was
there and introduced Mr, Johanson, After apeaking that night, we flew on
in to Des Molues where Mr, and Mrs, Johnson spent the night with Governor
and Mra. Lovelace az the Governor's M3Rsion, |

The next day Mr, Johnson spoke to scme service club at noon=-I don't
kaos whether it was the Lions' Club, but he spoke to some group there. That

afternoon he spokxe out at Drake University to a group of students,

‘W
-k

Mr, Carter, was Governor Lovelacz already commitred to John Yennedy at this

poiat?
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e

Mo, he wasn't committed to aayone. Apparently, what he was doing at that

[

time was inviting the differaat onea-e-diffarent possibla Democratics
Pregsidential nomineas--to come by and visit in Iowa and spend some time
with him, I remember Covernor Lovelace at that time telling me that he had
had Senator Joim Kennedy-=had him come out for the Icwa-Notre Dame football
game, in which Nozre Dame had decisively defeated Iowa which the governor
and Senator Rennedy had needled each other about, My recollection is that -
he had all--sénator Sﬁington, Senator Humphrey, and all--come by,

v That night afrer Mr, Johnson had spoken to the Drake gréup, he went
over to Marshalltown, iaua, and spoke to the Hotel Tall Cora there at |
their fund-railsing dinner, GCovernor Lovelace was with him at"all of thase
appearances. We went back into Pes Moines that night and agaln spent the
night at the Governoxr's Mansioﬁ. |

We left at ten o'clock the next morniﬁg; we wvera flying in this twin
T PuATln A , :
Beach-~, ow, Judge MYorrison and his wife startad out with us, but they
laft us 1n St, Louwis, They were not al&ng with us on the rest of this
trip. We left Des Moines at ten o'zlock that wmorming to fly to Phoenix,
Arizona, And on this part of the crip it vas Hr, and Mrs. Johnsom, George
Reedy, Mary Margarat ylic and myself, We flaw first from Des Moines to
Amarille, stopped and ragaséed and ate a saadwich, took on off for Phoenix,
e were due there at aight o'elock their time that night for a dinner—-
fundwraiging dinner that Governor MeFarland was sponsoring, We ran into
considarable turbulence over llew Mexico and Arizona, There were several
electrical storms we ran in and out of; at one point, we had to have the
oxygen on, And it scemed like that we flew and flew and flew for just

hours and hours, We had been given an estimatad arrival time and when

that time came and we had been flying an extra hour-and-a-half baeyond that,



. LBJ Presidential Library ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT More on LBJ Library oral histories:
http://www.lbjlibrary.org Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781] http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

J

(&}

[®]
.

12
everyone was a little apprehensive as to really where ﬁe were and what
was zoing on and concerned about the high mouatain ranges out there.

But we finally did get to Fhoenlx and rushed in to the hotel where the
dinner was being held, and Mr. Johnsoa got there just barely in time to
be introduced and speak. |

We left there the next morning aﬁd came on back to the LBJ Ranch,
but that was one.week of speech-making in December 1959,
Did you, as assistants=-~the group of you that was a part of the Johnson
staff--sort of feel any of the people out as to their consiéeration of
Johnson for tha nomination of the Prasidency? |
I don't think, Dorothy, we made any éoncerted effort or campaigﬁ. but X
would say that we vere~-and I'll speak only for myself, I was not unmindful
of any nice words that aayone had to say about Mr., Johnson and hoped to
develop friendshipz that could be followed up on znd checkad back with,
You didn't seek any ccmmitmenté at this time?
to.
To come forwazrd in this time span a little further, }Mr., Carter, im early
1950 thefe was a charge that Lyndon Johnson was usaiang political blackﬁail
to recess the Senate until after the convention, and then briag it back,
using his powers over the pasaages of the issues on hand which were Medicare
and Minimum Wage, Do you believe there's any validity ia this chaxge?
This was in order to cemeat poasible backing for his nomination for the
Prasidency, |
Dorothy, of course, I was in Texas, and I have no immediate knowledge of
that., I remember some of his critics back at that time saying something
along this line, but 1 don't believe any such thing was done., It would

just be my evaluation that there's nothing to it.
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Did you attend the 1960 coavention?

]
..

Yes, I attanded in fwo capacities--one, as an 2s33lstant to Mr, Johnsoa,
and, two, I was an elected delegate--part of the Texas delegation.

P: Dbid this lend any conflict=e

Ct tio.

P: =~-with his cominatiom?

C: No, because the Tezas delegation had been instructed to u#animously support,
to place his nama in nomlaation for the Presidency and to support his

candidacy until it was released.

g

Did this receive.Lyndon Johnson's blessing, that the Texas delegation was

going to nominate him as "Favorite Son" and back him?

(]
L1}

Well, it depends on how you mean "his approval.’* I mean, he did not
conderm 1t, let's go back-~I have forgotten the exact date that he
anmounced his candidacy, but this action was taken without his being
present, This was in Austin in 1950 at the State Lemocratic Convention.
It would Lave been in June 1960, This action was taken with or without
his knowledge, I don't lnow,

F: Vas there any resistance to this--to placing his name in nomination by
the Texas delegation among the members?

Fefa I8

¢

Yy

" Wnat about other Texas political factlons at the state convention?

(]

As I recall, Dorothy, the 1960 convention was nct unlike most other Texas
conventlons, and I think other state convention3i, You had certain rump
deiegations there that were outside the auditorium, who had had appearances
before the Credential§ Cormittee., I know a group from Harris County and
from one or two other counties where they had claimed that they actually

had won their county convention, butz the Credentials Committee, in going
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over these, had decided in favor »f certaln delegations which dces not
include the one or two hundred, whatever number it was, that took up 3
stand across the street from the Ilvic-Auditorium in Auatia, Buz I
think, as I recall, the wote was abouk 95:percent for the endorsement of
Mr. Johnson in the state coaveation,

How many delegations were thrown out on credentials?

Well, Dorothy, I wouldn't»put it in that wording. As I recall, thera wera -
about 3ix or eight contesting delegations., I don't think anyone was thrown
ouﬁ. Those who had been certified as the winmers, I believe in most instances,
wére the ones that were eventually certified by the convention as a whole.
I dbﬁ't baelieve that any df the rump=--to the best of my recollection, none
of the rump delegations were seated,

?ere they favoring 3not§er candidate? And, also, what other candidates
were mentioned at thé Texas State Convention?

1 can't specifically remember whether they favored another caandidate; I
think that if they did, it probably would have been Senator Kennedy.

Thisz would probably be the liberals?

Yas, .und, bdaslcally, at the convention no other candid#te was mentioned
but ¥z, Johnson,

At the 19360 convention which was in Ios Angeles, it was said that Kennedy
really controlled--Joha Rennady really controlled the comvention and that
Xernedy money had £lowed and obtained a sizeable, or hadvreached a sizeable
influence, Do you think that this was so?

Well, you always hear those charges, I never saw any of it change hands,
and I don't know. I certainly couldn't state it 2s a matter of fact, I
would sa2y that there was an abundancé of Xennedy banpers aad hats and

bailloons aad everything else; I'd say that they were not lacking in anything.
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It seemed to me the biggest tactic that was used there was the bandwagon
theory. It seemed to me also thar ¥r, Kennedy was aided and assisted by
the presé to a degree on this, %e used to have our staff wmeetings in the
evening to kry to take a Sard count 5f how many delegates were for whom,
and the best we'd been able to ascertain was always 150 to 200 votes under
what the press was reporting at that minute that Kennedy alfeady had,
This was always hard to understand because we had people swearing to us
on the one hand that they were not suppoftiﬁg him,'and yet the press was
carrying that certain states were, In the several intervening.days after
the opéning of the convention, it seemed that some of the states were :
hustling to try to hurry and get on the'bandwagon that they thought they
were going to misa if they didn't jump on quickly.

7: Do you remember which particular papers that these were?

)
e

Mo. I think this was a thing just generallye~ewhat I'm doing here is making
a personal observation., I remember talkinz to my friend Art Edson who

was a feature writer for the Assoclated Press at that time; Sander Vanocur
of IT3C, I mentioned this to; and they said, *lell, this is what it's going

to be,” That's the way it did end up.

"y

They were stating projections as the way it was,

Q

Well, that's what I gathered,

g

Why do you think thig was so?

QQ
..

I don't have any idea.

g

Would you say that Kennedy--

1 don'’t impute any rotive; I don't anything., I think this is these people

[}

trying to be ahead of the news-=I mean, to try to foretell what is fixing

to happen,

g

0

Would you say that Xeanedy did control this convention, not only in terms

of nominazion, but the platform and credantzials?
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It's hard to say that he totally controlled it., He did have a close ally

@]

and friend ia Paul 3utler who at that time was chairman of the Democratic
Mational Committee. Xnowing the ay these things operate, I wouldn't be
surprised but what the Xennedy camp wasn't consulted about various speakers

and different ones,

W
(X3

At the convention, do you recall the eventz of the nomination and thé
consideration of Lyndon‘Johnson for the Vice Presidency?
C: Well, Dorothy, as I recall, the Presideétial nonmination was on a Wedneaday
nizht, Of course, the different candidatss had been placed in nominationg
they had Senator Xennedy, Semator Johnson, Senator Symington, Adlai
Stevenson, and there were 2 few other favorite sons placed in nomination.
But as they got down to the balloting, the seriogs part of it was between
Kennedy and Johnson, And also, as I recall, I think it was down to Wyoming
when Mr, Zennedy got ensugh votés to put him over the needed requirement.
one little sldelight on this. One of the states I was doing a little
cocrdinating with at thigs time was the State af ¥ansas, and the S:ate of
Zansas was under the unit rule in voting their delegation, And I had been
able to work out an uuderstanding with the Symington delegates in the
Kansas delegation that their delegation would either vote for Johnson or
Symington, although the govermor of Yansase-esDocking--was all for Senator
Rennedy, In fact, his son was working for Senator Kernedy on the Xennedy
staff, 3But we had caused them to gzo into caucus at the time this balloting
was going on for the Presidential nominatioﬁ. It ended up Xangas never did
get to vote as Xennedy got the. nomiaation, because they were held out in
caucus by the Symington-Johnson delegates trying to get the matter resolved,
At the same time, thz governor was trying £o get it resolved in favor of

Senator Keanedy, Aad I frankly was off the floor back keeping an eye on
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this ¥anszas caucus a3 the balloting was gettiag alomgz, and I ended up
seeing the final Wyoming vbtes--saw zhis on a television set inside the
hall. That was on Wednesday night,

22 pid the Jnhnson staff have any of this elaborate cocmmmication natwork
set up?

C: We had a telephone syasrem, Dorothy, and we had some walkie~talkie radios,
but we didn't meet with a great deal of success with the walkie-talkie
radios. I don't believe the equipment in 1960 was as sophisticated as
today, and a3 a result we had considerable interference from metal girders
in this colosseum. We never knew when we'd be able to hear or read someone
with a radio even just a few hundred feet away.

The flror of that convention was pretty mobbed, wasn't it?

td

[
ce

Yes, Then on Thursday, according to what I've read ia the papers and books,
there were some discussions that traaspired between Mr. FKennedy and lir,
Jonnson and Mr, Raybura and others, at which I was not a party to any of
this, I had no knowledge of any of chis.‘ I got word at about 3:30 that
afternoon-=chis was Thuraday afternoon-ethat Mr, Xemmedy was going to go

on televisisa a: four o'clock and announce that he had asked YNr, Johason

te run with him as the Vice Presidential candidate, and Mz, Jphnaon had
agreed to this;

You were not preseni late that Weduesday night during the period whea

'd

supposadly Mr, Johnscn waa approached iy Robert Xenunedy?

(%

YNo, Y was not, And I don't know when, In fact, I was under the impression
that it havpened Thursday morning.. I mean, I was not present period at ény
of that, But Mr, Xennedy did have his four o'clock presa announcement,
and di< announce that r, Johnson was going to be his running-mate, ¥r.

Johnson made his acceptiance 3peech that nighte--well, I'm mistaken here,
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He was nominated that night, 2nd the next uight he made his acceptance
speech and ¥r, Xeanedy made his acceptance speech in the Los Angeles
Colosseum, and then everybody moved ofif to get down to the campaign,

Vas the 1950 convention one of the Ffirst that started late in the evaniag

e

to accommodate talevision?

C: Dorothy, 1'm trying to think, I don't thirk so, I did not attend the>

1952 convention, but I remember watching it on television and it was in

the evening, Of course, it was from Chicago, What they always try to do,

and I say "they", I'm talking about television advisers on conventions,

try to suggest that you have thé beat part of ycur programming arcund nine

or ten o'clock Eastern Standard Time. You have to work your time out

accordingly., Like when we were in Los Angesles for the '50 convenﬁion, wve
had to be three hours earlier than we normally would have been to start

a convention, We.were sta:ting at five and six c'clock in the afternoon

out there, mainly coming back to the lridwest and the East on television,

De you recall any other events surrounding that ticket? The Lyndon Johason- - -

Jsohn Xennedy ticket Iuring that coavention?

o Jqo. As has heen wriltten in a Book an thisz thing, these events tranapired
30 quickiy that it even caught Lynda Bird off balance. She was cut at
Disneyland when they were finally able to locate her to tell her to get
back, that her father 1as acceptin: the Vice Presidency. But we had some
of our friends that were upset beczuse he had 2:cepted this nominatidn, while
most of his friends understood that it was a thing that he ought to do;
that he would add strength to the tilcket, 4s I reecall, Mr. Kennedy had
gotten around 330 wvotes for the nomiaation, aad ¥r, Johnson had gotten over
40D, And this was indicative of the strength that they had across the

country,.
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P: Do you think John Kennedy needed him to win the election?

Cc: Yell, as it turned out, I think it was proven by the election results,

I think it was just a maitter of Texas as ome, and then there wera several
other states there-~a number of the border states--that were carried that
I would rathet-doubt that Mr. Xennedy could have carried with any‘other
prOSpectivé candidate, or any other candidate that was on the scene at
that minute that was well known.

P: Why do you think iyndon Johnson accepted the Vice Preéidehc&?

C: Well, Dorothy, of course that's a hard question, sometﬁing thaﬁ only he
could answer. But I would presume it was one of several--I mean, not one
of several, but several contributory factors were involved there; One,
he felt like he could be of further service to his country. Two, he could
be of further service to his party. And three, he had achieved a magnificent
record as Majority Leader of the Senmate-~his record was uansurpassed, I
think, in the history of the United States Senate. And in this job of
being Majority Leader--it's a real tough job, Eﬁery day it's a different
ball game. You have %5 put together a different combination of votes of
Deéocrats and Zepublicans to tfy to get neadad legislétion passed, and you
have to treat each of the other Senators lika they're all prima donnas.
It's a very tough, nerve-wracking job that r, Johnson had carried on for
some 8ix yesars or 30 at that time, In my own oplaion, the law of averages
would have dictated a move, 1f nothing else. And I think for these
different reasons=-~I think these were probably the major conaiderations,
although as 1 say this is juat my personmal evaluation. 3»ir. Johnson has
never addressed himself to me on this subject,

?: Do you think it might have been possible that ¥r., Johasoa could have run as
President following an eight-year Administracioa by Johr Kennedy? Was this

a possible consideration?



LBJ Presidential Library ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT . More on LBJ Library oral histories:
http://www.Ibjlibrary.org Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781] http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

26
C: 0Oh, I'm sure that he was not uamindful of thac, although I don't know that
that was a major consideration, h»ecause so maany things can happen in an

eight-year 3pan.

g

What was the situvation in Texas regarding Lyndon Johnson keeping his name
in the Senatorial electicg and as the Vice Preslidential nonminee?

C: Well, most of Eis friends were delighted about this, because he was either
going to be Majority Leader or Vice President, one or the other, in all
1ikelihood., John Tower was running agaianst him at that time and was the
Republican nominee for the Senate, and Mr. Johunson did not make a speech
in that Senatorial coatest, Came back to Texas the last couple of days of
the '60 campaign., I've forgotten the margiﬁ by which he dafeated John
Tower, 500,000 or 600,000 votes, something like that as I recall; so the

Senate seat never really was in jeopardy.

J

The presa was pretty hot on this issue, weraan't they?

Dorothy, I don't remember them being hostile about this poiant. Of course,

[

this was an issue :hat the Republicans tried %o raise and tried to stir up
trouble about, but I comsciosusly don't remember it having ever gotten off

the ground,

“J
)

The liberal factions didn't raise any gquestlon on this at all?

e

o, the liberal faction3a were working right with ue on the campalign, becausa

Ca

they wanted to see the Democrats win; they wanted to see John Kennedy
President, And I rerexber them working right haad-in~glove with us on

the campaign.

I

we

As scen as the conventlon was over and the ticket was established as Kennedy

and Johnsor, what were your functions assigaed to k& for this campaign?

(4]
.

¥r, Johnson got Gerald Maann from Dallas, former Attorney Ceneral of Texas,

to serve as campaign manager for the Xeanedy-Johason ticket, and I zerved

o~
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as his chief of staff, served in an office right next to him, looking
after the day-to-day operations of the campaign through the 3tate,

EF Primarily in the state of Texas?

[}
<]
)
)
g
17/]
]
o
®
©
[~
T

Yes, mry activities wera confinad totally to tha stat

(%)
(K]

together-=

P: Let me atop you here, During this campaiga, Lyadon Johason visited evaery
state, I believe, in the Union. It was quite extensive campaigning, but
there have been three highlights mentioned, and I wonder if you were
involved in any of these, regarding the whistlestop tour of the South,
the meeting in New York City of the Americaa Liberal Party, or the Adalphus

Hotel incident?

€2
e

Mo, ¥ wasn't involved ia any of those directly, 3Mothing in the New York
meeting at all elther directly or indirectly. I was involved in the Dallasa
affair, the Adolphus affair, only slightly in that I had helped work out
the arrangements for that meeltlng. I was not there; I was ia Austin, So
my connections with that were very 3light 23 a3 my connection with the
Southern traim trip, 2ut I want ts Lell you one of the little funry things
that happened along zhe way, and this relates to the Southern train trip.

I got a call £rom Ed Shelton, who was Iin Washington working out the
details of the train trip, and wanted me to get 2 real live donkey lined
up £o be taken along oa this train trip. Wanted one from South Texas.
T had gottem hold of Judg: Bibb down at Eagle Pas3, Texas, and had gotten
the Judge to get us a daoskey lined vwp which he sent up to Austin, and we
were gning to 3ome way try to get it on up %o Hashington to put it on thia
train., The plan was that az cach whistlestop they would unload this
donkey aad have pletures made of nec:le 2ad children with a big Kennedy-

Johnson siga as a baeckground, ell, the donkey was delivered--, Let me
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back up a second. I'm getting ahead of myself.‘ I got a call subsequantly
from Shelton saying that aé.this train was beingz made up, there wasn't
going to be a place for the donkey; that the railroad officials would not
permit that to go along, 3o cancel that, 2o I called Judge Bibb and thanked
him and told him to just cancel it, He said, "fell, it's too late for that;
there had already been a big writeup in the local papar about this with my
plcture and the donkey on the front page; you're going to get the donkey
wvhether you want it or not,"” So he sent the donkey to us in Austia, It
ended up we had the truck go back by the LBJ Ranch and leave the donkey
there; I had no place in Austin to keep him.

And a month or so after the election, I think, folks from Eagle Pass
did come back and pick up the donkey., I mean, they did get it finally.

But the Judge was very adamant about this., He seat me clippings; there

had been a big writeup with his picture and all--that this donkey was going
to be flown to Washington and was going to accompany Mr, Jchﬁson on this
Southern train trip, and that their city and county were going to be
represented, 3o the donkey got only as far as Austin,

But back to your orizinal question; Ivhad nothing more than these

little side actions on any of it, T had nofhing to do with any of it.
Would you talk about your activities in Texas during this campaign, and
regarding Zarali Mann, the campalgn chairmaﬁ?
Yell, Dorothy, I think we prévicusly mentioned we had the Johnson political .
organization by Congressional districts, and the main thing we did here was
to get all of these folks into high gear on the campaizn. And also to feed
into this zroup, by setting up different departments, different areaa of

the campaizn headquarters, those from Labor, those from the various ethaic

groups. At the same time, we worked hand-in-glove with a citizens' group
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for Keﬁnedy-Johnson, which was made up of those people who could not work
within the normal framework of the campaizn, We were coordinated, although
we were two separate organizations,

Who headed this other organization?

A gentlewan by the name of Williams from Dallas, and a lady by the name of
Jean Akin, She's now wife of Congressman Richard Bolling., 3ut those two
headed up this organization,

I3 that the cigar-smoking Jean Akin?

Yes,

Waé Mr, Mann very active in the campaign?

Jerry was very active in traveling around. Of course, he had a very large
business of his own that he had to look after. And he usually came to
Austin where our campaign headquarters were located each Monday, and he'd
stay there a day or so and then have to be gone, This was the main reason

that I had to stay primarily ia Austin to look after the nuts and bolts of

~a campalgn, the day~to-day operating dekails,

Ye mentioned a citizens' committee a second ago, and we did try to
carry on a coordinated campaigﬁ. He did go astray on this at one=-I say
astray-~they did go off on a tangent a2t one point, which is one of the
things that helped precipitate the Adolphus confromtation, You may recall,
the books show that 2 citizens' committee ran a fullsjage ad in behalf of
Kemedy~Johnsen, It was a signatory-type ad. And what they had dome was
take a long 1ist of names-~a big card file that I believe Bob Clark had
accumulatad over the years of people that at one time or another had
indicated their support for Mr, Johnson., And the citizens' group aunt out
telegrams to these paople, saying something to the effact that, "Unless we

hear from you by five o'clock tomorrow afterncon, we're going to use your
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gignature ia a full-paze ad in the Tallas ews and Dallas Times~Herald,

suypporting the Kenmnedy-Johnson ticket,"™ Well, it turmed out that a

number of these people were dead, or out of town, and didn't get these
telegrams untll after the names had already beer used. While many of
them were for Mr., Johnson, they reseanted the fuct that their name was

used without them having really given formal approval, But the Rapublicans
seized on this quickly, and the thing fomeated into the~~I mean, as a
result of that, it fomented into this confrontation at the Adolphus Hotel.

P: You were not present theze?

i+ No.

2: Were you involved in any fund-raising activities in Texas?

C: No. HMine was out of the fund=raising area. Mine was strictly political,
strictly trying to get campaign headquarters set up, and the conunties
broken down into precincts, and the precincts down into blocs, and where
we had people camvassed, and planaing for election day activities of
getting cut the vote, |

Jy Tf I remember correctly, there was some speculation that Nixon might carry
the state of Texas.

Z:  Yes. 1In fact, as you recall in the book he wrote on his six disappointments,
cne of them was the fact that he didn't carry Texas {a 1960, All of your
national pudblicatiocns had already written Texas off as being solidly in
the Nixon column, z2nd he had even learned to beliazve it himself, But~-

2t  You never thought so? You weren't worried?

3¢ Well, 1'd worried, 1I'd always worried, but I never thought that he was
going to wia it, In fact, in September of 1260 Mr, Johnson talked to we
one day by talephons, This was about the twenty-fifth of September. And

he askad me how much I thought the Xennedy-Jjonnson ticket was going to win




LBJ Presidential Library ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT More on LBJ Library oral histories:
http:fiwww.lbjlibrary.org Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781] http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

25
by, and I said around 50,000 votes., Well, he 2ad I talked a number of
times betueen then and Novewber, =2ad he was always saying, ‘e've zot to
work harder and do more and win by a bigger margin than that,"” As a
consequence, we were doling more; we were tryiné to do more, and I think
each time I talked to him thereafter, I raised tﬁe estimate a little move
as to how rmuch I thought we were going to win by, I ended up telling him
I thought we were going to win by 150,000 votes., I should have atuck to
my original 30,000, because we won by 46,000, | |

The Republicans did a lot of hollering about voter irregularity fa
Texas, I don't think any of this was ever half-way well founded, I think
we lost a number of votes, I think the Xennedy-Johnson ticket could have
well have lost 100,000 votes in that Hovember election of 1960. The Texas
ballot that year had a Constitution Party candidate listed, and it was off
the far-right side, Unless a voter marked every columm out, thén that
invalidated his ballot, and great numbers of then marked the Republicans
and most of those off, but did not mark this particular one off, As a
result, many ballots were not counted; they were invalidated because they
failed to mark out this one column,

What was the party ruaning for--what officef?

I belicvew~

Did they have a full siate?

I'n not sure. No, they didn't have a full slate. As I recall, they only .
had one or two candidates on the complete ticket., I belicve maybe that it
waa just a candidate for governor which, as you would look across the top
of the ballot, there would be no candidate for Presideut beyond Democrats,
Republicans, and I expect the Frohibition Party was on there, T don't

remember, But the Constitution Party had no candidate, and all was blank



LBJ Presidential Library ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT More on LBJ Library oral histories:
http://www.lbjlibrary.org Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781] http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

26
there, and it was a very easy mistake to make unless you checked very

much in detail as you cast your ballot.

g

Do you think that this resulted in Johnson losing more, or--

.

Yes, I think the Rennedy=-Johnson ticket could well have lost up to 103,300

[#]

votes on this by ballots that vere invalidatad. As I recall, Senator
Yarborough made several aspeaches about this at that time on some spot-
checking that he and some of his friends had done across the state, In
fact, I believe it was his estimate that he felt like the Kennédy-Johnson
. ticket had lost as much as 100,000 votes by those ﬁhat had been inﬁalidated

for not having marked cut the Constitution Party,

P: Did Roman Catholicism become much of an issue in Texés--John Kennedy ‘s
religlon~-faith? | |

c: I think it was a factor, Dorothy, up until the confrontation he had with
the Protestant ministers in Houston. I think that wag-e

P: Was this a trip that you arranged?

2: 1 was on that trib, Dorothy, and I had a iittle hand ia this, This offer
first came to our attentiﬁn at State_Headquarters. We had thnﬁy Crooker,
Jr., now the chairman of the Civil Aeronautics Board, and another zeantleman==
kis name has slipped my mind right this second, but he's a fedaral judge
dowm at Houston now, who represented the liberals, and Johnny represented
the moderate conservatives, They were the co-chairmen of Harris County
for the Kennedy-Johnsan%campaign. And they called me ome day and said
they héd been approached by a Protestant minister group that wénted to
offer a forum to Mr. Nixon and to Mr, Xennedy to come speak on religlous
freedom and government operations. And I passed this on to Jerry Mamn
who in turn passed it oa to Mr, Johnson's and !r. Xennedy's headquarters.

Then 1t was reported back favorably that they'd like to follow up on this,
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We were naturally in hopéa that we'd have some friendly miniasters on this
panel, and it turned out they didn't permit any of our Harris County
peopla or anyone alse to have aay hand in any part of this thing after
¥Mr. Xennedy accepted their iavitation. The ministers® assoclation took
this thing over and ran it lock, stock, and ba:rel as to what format would
be used; how questions would be asked; and the different other things.
How, Mr, Nixon rejected their invitation, but we from the campaign
headquarters! standpoint had felt like that this would be a good meeting,
. / And although we were vary short of money, we arraanged for a pretty good
network throughout the state of Texas to carry thirty minutes of this,
We also had a tape made of it that we used atr other gtations where we
were not able to zet it live that night, And as I recall the national
campaign headquarters in Washington took our £ilm and had it showm in
varinsus other places where it's generally termed "The Bible-carrying
3aptists’ were upset over the Catholicism, I have been told that this
£film did a great deal to turn the tide as far as any religious aspect
was concerned.
1 recall oune thing., Let me tell yoﬁ this, Woodrow Seale was the

fellow's name in Houstsn that was the co-chairman with Johnmy Crooker.

g
e

That was the liberal?
$: Yes, He was a friend of Mrs, Randolph's there, and represented the

libaral faction,

g

1 was going to say--do you recall any other iastance surrounding this?
It was considerad a great kind of victory over this particular issuwe, as

I remember, Is thera any other elaboration on that meeting?

[w]
L 1]

tlo,

P:  Was Keanedy alone ian this? Mr, Johnzon dida't have--
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C: YNo, he was in the hotel; he was there, Ia fact, as I recall, the ninisters
had asked that no Johunson people be around; they wanted this strictly with
tha Catholic Xennedy himself, I did ease in--I did sit ia om it.

'P: Did you feel that they were really kind of txying to geﬁ him off balance
on this issue; I wean, as opposed to Being a favorable group, were they
really putting him through the fire on this?

C: Well, I think they were totally nonpartisan, if e caa use that wording,
They were neither for nor against, They certainly couldn't have been
labeled a favorable group. Now, they were not ﬁctally unfavorable elther,.
I thick they wére a very objective group, and I think Mr, Kennedy acquitted
himself extremely well because when he finished, they, as I recall, they
gavé him a standing ovation which made it even more outstandiag,

Again, this little detail. I recall this coafronﬁation lasted around
forty-five minutes., And the unfortunate part, as far as the campaign was
concerned, we'd only_purchased thirty minutes of live time and missed some
of the littlé details of it as far as the Texas network was concerned. All
this was caught on the tape though, but the people in Texas got the mala

message on what fr, Xennedy had to say,

3

Y]

Did Mr. Xennedy make other stops in Texas? You sald Johnson oaly came in
toward the very end.

Yes, Mr, Xennedy made-~he came into Texas on the avéning of September 10th

[$]
..

at El Paso, Dorothy, and spoke there, Spoke again the next morning, and
left gnd went to Lubbock., And I believe it was Saa Antcnio, Houston~-and
this was when he had this session--and went from Houston to Austin and
speat the night. The naxt moraing left and weat to Fort Worth, to Dallas
and had 3 tremendous crowd, I remember the police estimated at least

150,300 people thera,
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rd

In Dallas?

(@
e

Dallas, which I was greatly surprised myself, I wasn't sure how we were
going to draw in Dallaa. And Mr, Johnson was with him through this., Then
when we left Dallas, Mr, Johnson, I recall, had a speech commitment somewhere
else, Ye had to leave by éeparate plane and go in another direction, Mr,
Kennedy went on to‘ Texarkana, where they had a fantastic crowd. I remember
it was esﬁimated at around 200,000 people in the Texarkana, Texzas-Arkansas
area there, And I was along for all this part of the trip. But when Mr,
Kennedy flew out of Texarkana to go on some place else, we had--1 say "we",
I'm talking about the campaign staffeeswe had a plane there that we flew on
back to Austin on. But that was his main trip, campaigning in Texas.

P: Did you have Kennedy staff people in Austin?

C: Mo, The only thing close to this that we had was we had some advance men
down a couple weeks ahead of time to work out the details of his visit.s in

San Antonio, Houston, Austin, Fort Worth, Dallas, and all of these.

g

Who was this?

J:  Marty Friedman, who today is an attorney here in Washingtom, was the head
of this group. He stationed himself in Austin, He had five or six other
men with him==I don't remember all of these people. But 1 worked with
Marty Friedman at that time in telling him who his men should contact in
the dlfferent cities, who would be able to be of help to them.

P: Wasn'r this your area, too?

C: Yes. But even 8o, you have to have advance men come in and work details

out on the exact arrangements, and these were people who had been trained

in how Senator Rennedy wanted certain things done., Each candidate has

his own method of operation, and an advance man who knows his business knows

much more than any local leader does on how to achieve maximum results,
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Speaking of advance men, one phase of this we left out was the Xennedy

women and Mrs, Johnson made a quick trip ovér Texas in late August--early
September.v The last week in August I believe it was.

P: Which one of the‘Kennedy women?

C: Well, we had Mrs. Robert Rennedy along, and we had Mrs, Shriver, Those two
and Mrs, Johnson and some of our wémen campaign people from Teixas.

P: Jacgueline Kennedy was not=--

C: No. She was not. If you recall, she was still expecting a baby at that
time, But what these women got into the-=actually atarted the campaign
in Texas, you might say, by being thrown right into the breach while other
main elements of the campaign, as far as Senator Kennedy and Senator Johason
were concerned, while those things were being perfected and worked out,
these women were able to move quickly-and have rallies at the various towns.
I remember we had a big rally in Houston and Dallas and Amarillo and El
Paso, Odessa-Midland area. These vere all extremely succeasful events,
got considerable publicity.v Mrs, Johnsoé did her usual great job on this
part of it,

?: Yas there any friction between éhe Austin and Boston approach at this time?

C: Yo, UWe were basicallﬁ just given the job of running the campaign in Texas,

and just try to make sure that Kennedye-Johnson carried Texaé.

vy

How was the draw compared with the Democratic candidates, or the Lyndon

Johnson people~~the Johnson~Kennedy people and the Nixon people?

[#]

How do you mean "the draw''? You mean=-

J

Crowd-wise. You all must have compared them,
C: Well, it was, and I think the only main one I recall, Dorothy, was in
Dallas where Nixon had been there ahead of time, had been there before

Xennedy. And he had drawn something over a 109,000, and this was not very



., LBJ Presidential Library ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT More on LBJ Library oral histories:
- http://wwwy.Ibjlibrary.org Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781] http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

31
happy news to those of us who study these deﬁails, because we couldn't
help but wonder if this wasn't almost an lnsurmountable crowd to try to
surpasas. 5Hut like I mentioned a minute ago, we wers all hugely delighted
that thiags did work out so well when Mr, Kennedy was there,

?: Did Mr, Kennely evidence any amnxiety over the fact that they might not
carry the state, or there was a question about them carrying the §tate?

C: He didan't to me. I wasn't that close to him. I saw him, shook hands with
him, and talked a little bit to Renny O'Donnell, Larry 0'Brien at that
time, but none of my conversations were anywhere close on this,

P: Did you have any conversations with Xenmy - 0'Domnell or Mr, O'E;ien--

C:  Just quickly in passing, Just to the effect that I thought we were going

to carry Texzas,

o

Who were the members of the campaign staff, the top ones that you remember?

<

Are you talking about the Texas campalgn stzaff?

?:  Yes, sir,

7:  Of course, }r. Mann was the top man. And basically, I was consdiered the
number two man in campaign headquarters, Will Yilsom, who waé Attornay
General of Texas at that time,vhad a definite place in the campaign
headquarters, Jerry Zolleman that was then ;hebstate president of the
AFL~CI0 was an assistan: campalgn manager. His work was, of course, with
all the labor unions, to get their help and support., And Lloyd Hand had
an equally important office, I believe Lloyd's job~-we had five field

men working and traveling constantly at that time, going from county to
county in their particular areas of Texas, and Lloyd's job as I recall at
that moment was to kaep track of these fleld managers,.to feed information
in that they were reporting to him, We had various Negro and Mexican-

American leaders working with us, Dr, Garcla from Corpus Christi;
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M. D. Anderson, outstanding Negro businessman in Austin, did a lot of work
with us and helped us; there was a Reverend Black down in San Antonio; and,
of course, Henry Gonzalez was helping us, Heary was still a State Scnator
at that time. But he was most helpful, In the Latin Americans, Albert
Pena from San Antonio, Valmo Ballinger from San Antonio, Hobart Taylor Sr.
in Houston. But we tried to have some élements of every factions, every
group that we could, working on this.
Were there any groups or factions or organizations whose endorsement you
sought that were lost?
No. I can't think of aay.
Where did Mr, ﬁixon's support mainly come from?
These were just from the comservative element--that conservative element
that exists in Texas,
And had they switched parties? Texas is predominantly registered Democratic.
No, this group, I would say, Dorothy, was a carry~over from the Eisenhower
years, These people had voted for Eisenhower in '52 and '55, and it was
just a follow-through on what they had previously been doing.
This would be some of the former Dixiecrats then?
Right,
Are there any other incidents during that campaigﬁ in Texas that you recall,
or you would like to add? |
No. The only thing, Dorothy, just to conclude this phase of it was that
Mr, Johnson--well, let me digress a second, I belleve that the Kennedy-
Johnson strategy at the time was that this ticket would carry Texas, and
it needed Mr. Johuson's time speut in North Carolina, Virginia, and other
areas that better use of his time could be made, And it was planned that

he would come back into Texas for a final wrapup on the last several days,
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taking your major metropolitan areas, and this was done I believe on the
Thursday, Friday, Saturday beforelthe election on Tuesdaye-the following
Tuesday., This was when Mr., Johnson spoke in Fort Worth on a Thursday
night, and then I believe this Adolphus confrontation was the next day at
noon on a Fiiday. And then Mr, Johnson made appzarances in Houston and
San Antounio., My recollection is he was in the valley on that Sunday before
the election, and it could have been on Monday that he went to New York
and was with Mr, Kennedy iu a big joint final rally at Madison Square
Garden, which was nationsally telavised, But those are the only appélrances-
Now, he was with Mr, Kennedy back on the evening of Se?tember 10th, the day
of September 1llth, and most of the day on September 12th, when Mr, Kennedy
visited those places we talked about earlier, But that was it,

1 was over in campalgn headquarters which was in a building right
across the alley from the Driskill Hotel where Mr., Johnson was on election
night, and I'd had a system set up there with various county leaders where
that they would quickly get information in to us on how their counties had
gone, and we had what I thought was a wonderful system set up, but they
couldn®t get the calls in Quickly enough., After about an hour and a half
or two hours of our vote counting, and I was calling Mr. Johnsomn about every
fifteen minutes to give him our latest results, the Texas Election Bureau
started out-stripping us on the thin;, where we were ruanning way behind
their count, And I finally realized, after about another hour or s;, that
we weren't as effective or as efficient as we thought we were going to be,
Finally, we pretty well stopped trying to keep our counts up to date, but
we were checking-econtinuing to check with these county menr to have our
own estimate of how this thing was coming along.

P: Did you have people out in all of the countles?
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C: Well, we had the county campaign chairman who was to call in. He was to
call in and veport to his field representative. and our group that we had
set up. We had some additional phones and girls and field men and what

have you to take these calls,

+g

Do you think this was a carry-over from Mr, Johnsoa's supposed ‘watching
those ballot boxes' philosophy when the count came in?

C: I think it could well be. I think that it also points up a part of his
personality of being a perfectionist, looking after many little details,
We finally reached that point on election night where we reallzed that we

had won Texas, and=-~

3

g

Were you worried during the course of the evening before you were certain
because it wasn't-=
C: Well, you always are worried, Dorothy, to a degree, I felt very confident,
At the same time, you always are afraid that maybe your information has
been wrong, or youbve misjudged something., But my wife and I went over
and joined Mr, and Mrs, Johngone= .
P: How early was it ascertained that Texas carried Johnson?
C: . I don't believe this we're taiking about was till about eleven o'clock,
somewhere along in there, 1 haveg't thought about that.timing in some
tiée, Dorothy, but raflecting back on it, I thirnk maybe nine-thirty or
ten I called Mr, Johnson and told him that in my opinion we had just won
the state; that the Texas Election Bureau had just completed all-~including
all the Dallas County votes--and we had been able to sustain that shock,
and still were ahead and that the counties that were still out would all
be favorable to Kennedy~Johnson, We'd have a few exceptions here and
there, but not enough to amount to anything. I believe, as I try to recall,

that it was with the ten o'clock Texas Election Bureau--righﬁ after that
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was when I called M, Johnson and told him that in my opinion we had won

the state without guestion,

L=

And then you and your vifge-

C: Ye3, we jolned over at Suite 430 ovar at the.Driskili Hotel, where as I
recall there were about roughly a total of eight of us, altogether. And
the networks were calling for Mr. Johnson to make a victory speech, which,
of course, protocol~wise would have been ircorrect in a couple of ways,
One, Mr, Keannedy had not made a statement, and sccondly, while they had
had Henry Cabot Lodge on and he almoat indicated that this was his defeat
statement, he did‘not give up, Endedvup we went across the street,.left
the Driskill Hotel and went across the street to a little cafe there, and
all of us ate some eggs and bacon, and then went béck to the suite,

P: VWho were these eight peoplel.

(@]
(1]

Dorothy, I can't recall, I would bz suré that Walter Jenkins was there,
and I*d be sure that Mary Margaret Wylie was thers. And I would expect
that George Reedy was there, |

P: Was therc a celebrarion?

C: Well, we had our own little ceiebration, just our private celebration,

Everybody was tired and very pleased and happy. (end of tapa)
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INTERVIEWEE: CLITFTON C. CARTER (Tape 3)

INTERVIEWER: DOROTHY PIERCE
Tuesday, October 15, 1953, 10:30 a.u., 1120 Connecticut Avenue, Washington, D, C,

P: Mr, Carter, at the end of our last tape, we had proceeded through the
Vice Presidential campaign of 1960, and I was about to begin to ask you
what your position became after Mr, Johnson was inaugurated as Vice President
in January of 1961, and what your functions were,

C: Dorothy, at the outset of this tape let me take just one second on my nama,
It's Clifton Crawford Carter. As I was telling you just a secound ago,
through Shriner Institute Junior College and through my time at The
University of Texas I was knawn as Crawford Carter, because my daddy was
stiii living at that time, and he went by Clif Carter. 3But November 1940
on, after I had gone iu the Army, well, it was first name,‘middle initial,
and last name, and I became known as Clif Carter, Since Hovember 1940 X
have been known as Clif Carter, _Occasionally I still get a phone call from |
someone I went to grade school with in the little town of Smithville, and
'they sti1ll call me Cravford Carter, In fact, a corple of years ago when
they had Clif Carter Day in Smithville, my wife and I were given a nice
big tray sayling, "I'o Crawford Carter on Clif Carter Day,"

¥vs, to get back to your question, I'm sorry for taking that second,
Actually, part of my activities started in December 1960, Many arrangements
were having to be made for the Inauguration aand besides this, Walter Jenkins,

who was the top nan in Mr, Jonhnson's office, had to go into the hospital

2hout the fifteenth of December 1960 for a minor operation, but he would

be tied up for about two weeks., So, Mr. Johnson had me come to Yadiington
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to work out of this office, ¥We had meetings after meetings after meetings
" with the Inaugural offizials on compiling lists of people that should be
extanded this invitation or that iavitation or to make sure that all those
who had halped from Texas and other places were properly remembered,
This is quite a time-consuming task, But we got that worked out, and I
mainly worked with Mr. and Mrs, Dale Mliller on this back at that time.
They were helping coordinate from the Vice President's standpoint with
the Kennedy group=--
P: Do you recall some of the details of setting up the Inauguration?
C: Yes, I do, Dorothy. Well, you had your iavitation list generally to the
Iﬁauguration. Now, this did not actually permit entry into anything,
I mean, this same procedure is used in all inaugurations. But people back
home and people across the country do seem to appreciate being remembered
and to receive a nice big engraved invitation inviting them to the
Inauguration of John F, Kennedy agd Lyndon B. Johnson. These were sent
out to many thousands of our people in Texas, I keep repeating Texas
because this wés what I was primarily intereésted in, Now, there were
tickets available for the Inaugural parade and also for the Inauguration
itself, You had to have a ticket even for a standing room area, and we
were limited on the numbers of tickets both to the Inauguration and to the
Inaugural Parade; and we had to try to ascertain who was going to be coming
to Washington so0 as not to waste tickets being sent to Texas or other places
and not be used, They were to have a gala that year that was a hundred-
dollar-z-ticket fund-raising event, and then they of course had the
Inaugural Ball ‘that were $25 a ticket; and also tickets were sold for the
Igaugural Parada. Dorothy, it cost $200,000 or $300,000 to put ou an

- Inauguration, 2nd a non-profit csrporation has been set uvp to handle this,
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It'3 a non-partisan, non-profit operation that was set up by the Congress.
And wnat usually happens, they get-ethis committee gets local business
firms to advance the money and then this money i3 returned after they have
made thelr-~they make money off of the Inaugural Balls, off of the seating
for the Inaugural Parade, And not to get confused here, the 53100-a~ticket
gala~~that was sponsored by the Democratic Naticnal Committee, anrd they |
were the beneficiary of that money, not the Inaugural Committee. .

But in '61 at Mr. Rennedy's Inauguration and Mr, Johnson's Inauguration
in '65, the Inaugural Committze did a great job and people were refurnished
their money on just about a 100 percent baais that they had loaned the
noney to the Committee,

P: Vere you involved in any arrangements for the speakers, or for the ministers

giving the prayers, or the design of the platform, ox the seéting arrangement?

]
(1)

¥o. On the platform of the Inaupuration, this is handled by a committee

of the Senate--the Rules Committee, I believe. I don't remember. Senator
Jordan from North Carolina always has headed this up. And they build and
handle the'platform, and they-handle the ceremony totally at the Capitol,
And Y would suppose that maybe Mr, Kennedy and Mr. Johanson each were able

to express their preferences--well, I'm sure they were., 1 remember Cardinal
Cushing gave the invocation and the lectern caught on fire and a few other

things.

'

Who worked on remarks that the Vice President gave?

(@]

es

I believe George Reedy worked with Mr, Johnsoa on this, as I recall; I had
aothing to do with that, 1'm going to digress just one second, to keep
this right continuity, Dorothy,

Mr., Johnson had me move on up to Washington which I did with oy family.

Wle left Austin the thirtieth of Tececmber 1960 and started driving through
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and arrived in Washington about the second of January. I worked out of
the--1t was still the Majority Leader's office at that time, but quickly
became the Vice President's office.

But as history has shown, we had a ter:ific snow storm right in the
middle of the Inauguration-~the Inaugural events. And on January iSth
about five o'clock in the afternoon, it had been sunowing for a cowple of
hours at this time, I got a call from Mr, Johnson, He was out at his
home, And he said that one of his old professors from San Marcos, Southwest
Texas State Teachers College, had just called him and was down at Union
Station, He said that he had told this man to stay where he was, that I'd
ba by to plck him up. And he went on to tell me that--and this is Mr,
Johnson speaking~-'that the phone rang out at his house," now this is the
day before the Inauguration on the twentieth, and Mr, Johnson answered the
phone himself and the voice at the other end said, "Lyndon, this is Prof
Green from San Marcos, I've ridden a train all night to get up here, and
I'm here, What are you going to do with me now?™ And Mr, Johnson found
out the number of the telephone where he was Speaking! sald, '"You stard
right there, and Clif Carter will be by to see you in just a little bit."
So he got me on the phone and told me where Prof Green was and what he
looked iike, that he was standing by at Union Station, Mr. Johnsmm told
me to go pick him up, ffnd a hotel room for him, give him a ticket to the
gala that night, and give him some spending money 1if he needed it,

Well, I called first and made contact with Prof Greea and went down
to Union Station and found him, It was snowing very large flakes at that
time. And I went by the old Raleigh Hotel and was able to talk the manager
of the hotel there into ﬁaking a room available for Prof Green, I told

the professor that iI'd be back in about an hour to pick him up and take
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him out to the gala, And he said, "You're not going to take me any place,
I've bezea riding for thirty»six hours on that train, and I'm nearly frozen
right aow, and I'm going to take a hot bath and go to bed," and he did.

I 3aw the professor eéch of the next day or so-~he was at the Inauguratzion-
with his books on and heavy clothes and was extremely proud of his former
pupil,

But we had such a tremendous amcunt of snow that eveninz that I firally
got home at eleven o'clock that night., Oxdinarily, it took me twenty to
twenty-five minutes to drive from the Semate Office Building to where I
lived at Arlington, Virglnia, but this particular time it took me a little
over six hours because.of the various Jms~~traffic jamseeand ended up~=.
Also, if you will fecall, over 10,000 cars were abaadoned on the streets
that night that had to be hauled off-~many of them on Pemmsylvania Avenue
and on the route that the Inaugural Parade would take the next day. Well,
the Army=--the Service had worked all night with big cranes and wreckers,
moving these vehicles out of the way,

Mr. Carter, did you follow that operation to bz sure it was all clear?

No, I did not, 3ut they were giviang us reports on radio~television off
and on all night, I did have to abandon my car about three blocks from

my home, and walked on in, and did spend a good part of that night putting
chains on my other car to make sure that I would be able to get in the naxt
morning regardless of what the situation was,

I was there on the morning of the tweantieth, and it was extremely
cold during the Inauguration, My two daughters were along--they came back
in just crying, I was out and watched some of it and came back myself,

Just one little unote. The first call that came into Mr., Johnson's

office, and this was zbout two minutes after he had taken the Oath of Office-~
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e

In the Scnate Building?’

Yes, in the New Senate Office Building., That first call was answered by
Dolores Hunter in which she changed from "Mr, Johnson'’s ofZffice' to the
"office of the Vice President®s-was the way she answered the phone. And

that call came in, as I said, just about two minutes afte; he had taken

his oath.

Do you remember who was calling?

I do not remember. But, Dorothy, the next month or so, and I'm talking
about late January, February, March, we were going through a reorganizational
period in Mr. Johnson's office, because as I've mentioned before, being
Majority Leader, being chairman of the Semate Space Committee and Seﬁate
Policy Committee and different others, he wore a number of hats and had to
get these things coordinated and squared away. He had unew chairmen taking
over from him on the different committees. And it ended up I worked very
closely in the wmain office with Walter Jenkins;_my area, as it developed,
turned out to be in the political area and patronage area, -Any correspondence
or visits or conver;ations along £hese two lines ended up belng directed

to my desk., It was my job to know what positions would be available for
Presidential appointees, to try to develop a list of people who might be
considered by Mr. Johnson to recommend to President Xeanedy; to have a

number of alternates and give sufficient reason why a parson should be
considered, or why they shouldn®t--what all considerations were to be taken
into account,-

What were some of the more jmportant appointments that Mr. Johnson recormmended?
Well, we were relating ourselves mainly to the Texas situation, along with
some national appointments, Now, the Vice President doesn't really have

a big say~-9o0 in many inétances in thase Presidential appoiatments, becausa

they are Presidential appointments,
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But, let's take the Texas scene for instance, You had four U. S,
Marshals to be appointed; you had four Collectors of Custcms to be
appointed; you had four U. S5, Attorneys to be appoihted. And these were
matters that we involved ourselves quickly on, trying to figure out the
people best suited, beat qualified for these joba., Then therve were to be
some federal judgeships down the line that Congress had approved and‘was
approving. It ended up in an agreement with Senator Yarborough, Mr.
Johnson made the recommendation on the U, S. Attorney for the Northern
District of Texas, which was Barefoot Sanders at that time, and on Ernmest
Morgan for the Western District of Texas, Mr. Yarborough nominated Wayne
Justice for the Eastern District of Texas and Woodrow Seale for the

Southern District of Texas,

2]

These were U, S. Attorneys?

Q

These were U, S, Attorneys. Mr, Johnson nominated the four Customs
Collectors, while Mr, Yarborough nominated the four U, S. Marshals, I
believe maybe Mr, Rayburn had intervened with President Xennedy in behalf
of John:Connally to be Secretary of the Navy; that had been done, I belleve,
\}n late November of '60, That one had been handled ahead of time.

But for the period of '61~'62, this was primarily what my‘work was in
the office, visiting with people as they came in and answering mail., Mr,
Johnson has always been-quite strict on getting mail answered quickly and
responsively, Certainly, this was followed-up there, He used to dictate
from twenty~-five to fifty letters a day, and we used to keep a work-chart
on how many letters we had gotten out each day; hou many letters were left
over from the day before; how many came in that day; how many we had gotten
dictated; how many were left, And he was not ever very happy if we had any

. letters left at the end of the day,
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It sounds as though you were in the office management capacity then.

(@]
'

To a ninor degree, yes, to a degree, Walter Jenkins was still the top

man, and I did do some interviews of those sceking jobs as secretaries and
what have you and would make my recommendations to Walter,

?: Did you prepare any recommendations on Cabinet members?

c: No; My work didn't go that far,

P: Were you in on the early decis;on on Mr. Connally?

c: Yo,

P: Were you avare of frictlon between the Johnson and Kennedy staffs?

C: No, not in particular, and certainly not at this time X wasn't aware, I
later became somewhat aware of it because malnly you would always have
difficulty in getting to talk to any of the Kennedy staff, of ever_getting.
them to retura your calls, You would always have to leave word. And the
only exception that I learned then and over a périod of time was that Dick
Maguire, who later became treasurer of the Democratic National Committee,
always bent over backwards to cooperaté and work with the Vice President's
staff, ¥ow, it was my observation and it is my belief that Kenny- .- 0'Donnell
and 211 them did cooperate totally with Walter Jenkins, I think it was a -
feeling that the rest of ua were such underlings that our calls were not
returned and, as I say, with the exception of Dick Maguire, we were given
little consideration, even thongh we were trying to carry out business in

behalf of Mr. Johunson,

?: At this point, had you moved over 1nto the Executive Office Building?
G: Wo, I was still at the New Senate Office Building,
?: VWere there any instances where these unreturned phone calls resulted in

any problems developing?

C: o, nothing of any consequence, nothing that I can remember, Just a little
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irritating at the time. But I certainly made 2 note in my mind that if
the situation ever changed where Mr. Johrson wasa the President that we
would be a little more considerate of the Vice Preéident's staff, vhoever
that happened to be,

Let's talk about the year of '61, Dorothy, for a second here. You
remember along in September-October of '61 that a Congressman from San
Antonio, Paul Xilday, was appointed to the U, S, Military Court, and they
had a épecial election to fill that vacancy. And State Senator Henry
Gonzalez got into the race and was the main Democrat in the race. Mr.
Johnson was backlng him completely,

Was Maury Maverick in that race?

I don't believe so., I can't remember, It ended up in that race that--they
may have had a runeff; I don't know. My reccllection is only after there
was a Republican and a Democrat in the race, and I can't think of the
Republican’s name at this second-~1 thought I could, but I can't,

Wasn't that the election where it seemed like just hundreds of people got
in on that race, was that the later Senatorial--

That was the Senatorial race, Dorothy, and I skipped by that one and ¥
dida't mean to, The one you're talking about took place in May of '61.
This was to take Mr, Jﬁhnson's place in the Senate. A gentleman from
Dallas, Bill Blakley, had been given an interim appointment by Governor
Price Daniel to f1l1l1 Mr, Johnson's vacancy in the Senate and had called a
special election in May of 1961, That was vhen there were seventy-two
candidates in the racee--one Republican and saventy-one Democrats,. As IV
recall, Maury Mavexick Jr. was in that race, and Senatoar Gonzalez was in
that race--

Y was in error=-hc was in the Seaatorial race.



LBJ Presidential Library ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT More on LBJ Library oral histories:
http://www.lbjlibrary.org Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781] http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

10
C: And it ended up that Blakley and Joha Tower were the two that were in

the final runoff, In this final runoff, cut of 380,000 votes cast,

Senator Tower defeated Mr, Blakley by 10,000 votes,

R

Did Mr, Johnson endorse one of the Pemocratic candidates?

(@]
.y

He did not endorse anyone for the runoff. He was laterestad in Blakley's

election, In facte-

+J
o

But not in the primary?

C: Not in the primary, And, Dorothy, this is a standard procedure that he
always followed, He never endorsed anyone in-a primary, I heard him make
the statement that, "It's jusf like asking me to decide which of my two
daughters I like the most,”" As long as there--any time there was one
Democrat running against another Democrat, he would not endeavor to impose’
his thoughts upon the pesople. But.if it was a Democrat versus a Republican,
most generally he stepped out and endorsed the Democrat., And he did this
for Blakley. In fact, he made me available~~I spent the last couple of
weeks of 3lakley's caﬁpaign in Austin trying tovhelp coordinate and ﬁrying
to help bring in additional votes for Mr, Blakley, but thisvturned out to
be a very difficult task, Mr, Blakley would not speak to the labor people;
he would not speak with the various ethnic groups, where I had some contacts
and was trying to be of help. And I rememher the night in Waco on a
statewide telecast, Congressman Poage gave Mr, Blakley a very glowing
introduction and the first thing Mr. Blakley said when he waa introduced
was, "Thank you, Bob, but I disagree with all your farm policies and
everything you stand for," This was the litile problem we had in trying
to help get Blakley elected,

?: That was in part for the great factional split in the Democrzts at that

point, wasn't it?
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(@]

Well, I would say that he helped coatinue any problen, and also a major
factor ia this thiag, Dozrothy, was that in iovember 1960 in the Presidential
election you had two-and-a-half milllcn pecpic votiamg in Texas; whercas,
just six or seven months later, you only had 330,000 people vote., You zan
see the great fall-off in votes, There were maay of the liberal persuasion
that just went fishing or did‘not vote~=others that were just interested

3o little in the race that they just dida't bother to vote,

P: Do you thiuk this was the beginning of the trouble that ult{mately led to

‘ that fateful trip to Texas in order to sort of patch up political problems?
o I don't kunow whaﬁ fateful trip you're talking about,
?: In 1963 to Dallas, .

C)
.o

Well, we'll touch on that in a minute, I méan, I don't agree, no--I don't
agree with Mr, Manche-[Manchesterl-«I presume ysﬁ're referring to his
premise on this, and I don't agrce with that at all, which we'll talk
about in a few minutes,

Let me just skip from the Tower election in May of '51 to--maybe that
runoff was in Junz of '41, I think it was, as a matier of fact, Talking
about £illing Xilday's place down in San Antonio, Mr, Johnson was quite
interested in Henry Gonzalez's clection and nade me availuble~-T aspent
about the last week with Henyy Gonzalez on his campaign., And Mr., Johnson
flew dovm and made some videotape recordings endorsiang and spezking in
behalf of Gonzalez'scandidacy and spoke at a couple of different places
for Eenry. And ha made several suggestions to Henry that Heary buy more
time on radio or do additional things, Then I remember that was on a
Thursday that he flew down, and the election was on Saturday. I remember
on the Friday Mr, Johnson had to fly out to Lubbock and speak there on

Friday night to a group at Texas Tech, He spoke for the student body first,
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then spoke to some organizstion at a dinner mezting there, Bebtweea the
period 5f time speaking tc the student body and to the group Mr, Joanson
placed a call to the President of Mexico, iir. Jshason was real concerned
abset Henry's election, felt like that from hls visit there that Henry
wa3 running behind, and sometihing dramatic addizionally had to be added
to the campaign. Mr, Johnson taiked to Adolphus Lépez Mataas, the President
of Mexico at that tirme, from our hotel in Lubbock, tellins him about Henry's
race and that what he neceded was to get the mpvie actor Cantinflas to come
t0o San Antonio té help rav this campaizn up a little the last twenty~four
hours. And Mr. Johnson asked the President of Mexico to feach Cantinflas
and arrange for him to £fly the next morning»-Satutday morning-~from Mexico
City to San Antonio just to be with him as Mr, Johmnson and Gonzalez made
their rouads of San.Antonio that day. This the President of Mexico agreed
to do end he got Cantinflas lined up who did f£ly up on the Saturxrday morning.
Also, from Lﬁbbock, we had arranged with Henry Conzalez to have mass
rallies szt up at about five different big shonping center areas around
San Antonio,

We flew back from Lubbock on the Saturday morning and got there just
about the same time Cantinflas had gotten in from Mexlco City., And we
started the rounds of tha=-~0f couwse, we had had spot announcements on radio
and had had little handbills and leaflats pazsed out that Cantinflas was
going to be at this shopping center or that one,.and these were just
fantastically large crowds that we enzountered, They would start off by
introducing Mr. CGonzalez Qho in turn introduced Mr, Johnson, And Mr,
Johnson in the opening words of his speach would introduce Cantiaflas, who
would usually atep up to the microphone and say he didn't know anything

about politics, but he kaew Mr, Johnson and he was for whatever Mr, Johnson
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was for, and he would sit down, and the crowd in San Antoalo would go
wild over this, Fortunately, we had the Secret Service and other security
men along with us because we had almost an impossible task of getting out
of a crowd once we had gotten into it, They had to rope themselvés around
by holdinz hands around Mr. Johnson and GonzaleZ and Cantinflas to walk
them out of a crowd to get them back to their cars where they could go on
to the next shopping center,

As vou know, Senator Conzalez was elected Congressman from the 20th
District of Texas by about 10,000 votes,
Why wa§ Mr. Johnson so interested in the election of Henry Gonzalez?
Dorothy, I think several things., One, he always did this to be of help to
any Congressman from Texas or other places, But second, he thought that
we had reached certzin milestones, a cértain plateau that either we wers
going to be for racial justice, or we weren't. I mean, that we needed to
eliminate this as a factor in a person beilng elected., With Bexar County,
which was the 20th Congressional District being, I don't know, 80-90 percent
Latin American, he was of the opinion that a Latin Awmarican should be elected
from there if that'é what the people wanted; that he should not be discriminated
against; it should not be held against him because he was Latin American,
This was a point that he made several times in his speeches in behalf of
Henry Gonzalez,

¥ow, later in '61, he also was of help to Craham Purcell who was elected
up ia Wichita Falls to the 13th Congressional place, taking Frank Ikard's
place in the Congress. And later in '61 or early '62 to Ray Roberts who
was elected to take Mr, Rayburn'’s place in the 4th Congressional District,
But back when !Mr, Johnson was a Senator, he always worked with Texas

Congressmen, This is nothing more or less than what he had always done;
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it was a pattern he had followed right straight through.

P: Did you do any advance work on domestic or foreign trips for Er. Johnson

~during the Vice Prasidential years?

C: Dorothy, I did on some demestic trips. I did not on aay of the foreizga
trips that he made. 1In '62, February 20 was when John Glenn made his trip
around the world as the astronaut around the globe, And Mr, Johason, as
Vice Preaident, was chairman of the President's Council on Space., During
this period of time, he had a great deal to do with Joha Glenn and the
other astronauts,

P: What do you mean by 2 great deal?

C: Assoclating with them in trying to help the overall program, I knew this
personally bacause Join Glemn and I attended the same church over 1In
Arlington, and I used to see him every Sunday morning; and ouxr childzren
attended thé same schools. I know that at that time the original seven
astronauts, I believe there were, were all very fond of Mr. Johnson, felt
1ike he had had such a big hand ia writing the Space Bill and in seeing
that it was properly funded, and was now followiag through as Vice President,
In fact, I remermber one dinner that Mr, Johnson addreased over inm Baltimore,
This was a fund~raising dinmer, a~d it was along in late September-early
October, I believe maybe about the third of October, 1962, Actueally, Mr.
Johnson was over thare speaking in bechalf of Governor [J. Millard] Tawes
who was seeking reelection and Danny Brewster who was runalng for the
Semate, And om the trip over from Washingtonr to Baltimore, Mr, Johnson
spoke to Wally Schirra who today is in the Apocllo up above, but at this
time had just made his orbit and had landed, Mr. Johnson talked to
Schirra from his car radlo telephone direct to Schirra still in the space

capsule, He had not yet been picked up by the destroyer. That was done
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over on the way to Baltimore and was wmentlonad by Danny Brewster and Carlton
Sickles who was running for Congrassman=atelarge at that time, They both
rode with Mr, Johuson over to Baltimore., I believe tiuis was about the

taird ol October, 1962,

g

Were you in the car?

C: No, I was not in the car., I had done the advance work on this and was
there ahead of tlme waiting for the party to arrive, My recollection is
that Danny Brewster, when he was speaking on statewide television that
night at the dimner, did mention the fact that Mr. Johnson had called and

S

that they had all talized to Schirra from the space capsule,

g

Was this the occasion that provided a few haadaches for advance men when

Covernor Tawes was unible to make the rostrum?

C: Yes, it"s one of those things, Dorothy. Two main things about this. Ome,
we had the Pikesville Armory lined up for this--?ikesville i3 a section of
Baltimore, & suburb of Baltimore; it's right there; ended up overselling
the capaczity of the Armory and we had to rent--I said *we' had to, it was
the state commitiee of Maryland-~I was just coordinating with them in
advancing for Mr. Johnson and trying to help fiad soluticns to problens,

We had to lease three fumeral tents and put them up outside, three big
tents, and where these people wouldn't feel bad, we had Mr. Johnson eat
his dianer at a head table out in the tents, and Mrs. Johnson ate her.
dinner in the Armory with the others--with Covernor Tawes,

Just before we were to go on talevision, we moved Mr. Johnson from the
tents inside, and had the people from the tents come in and stand around
the wall in the armory so they could see tha talecast and hear the speaches
as thay were made, Ve had had this arranged where it would go on statewide

television at eight-thirzy that night, and I had given Mr, Johnson a
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second=-by~-second schedule on who was to speak, at what time, and when he
was to speak, The way it was to be was that Governor Tawes would open up
at eight=-thirty and speak for three-andea~half mlnutes, introducing Mr,
Johnson; and inasmuch as Mr, Tawes was eight to ten inches shorter-~well,
not that much, five or six inches shorter than Mr, Johnson, we had had a
soft drink case behind the podium there for Governor T&wes to stand on,

We had had this all scheduled that when Hr. Tawea finished his introduction
of Mr, Johnson that the camera would swing to the left to pick up the Vice
President, and while the camera was there Danny_hrewster who was sitting
on the right would remove: the so0ft drink case, and the podium'would be

the correct height aloﬁg with the micrpphones for Mr, Johnson. This had
all been pretested, But at the appointed hour of eight-thirty, Gavefnor
Tawes was not present and the dinner chalrman of the evening, Herbert
O0'Connor, took about ten seconds telling the television audience who he

was and that he now gives you the Vice President of the United States,

This was coantrary to our schedule and did not make Mr, Johnson overly happy
at that second of the thing, He did get up and speak; the soft drink case
was removed; and everything was a proper height., He did make his speech;
Covernor Tawes did reappear towards the cnd of the thirty minutes and ended
up speaking the last three-and~a~-half minutes instead of the first ;hree-
and-a-half minutes, The Governor later, with Mr. Johnson, took all the
blame for this, saying that it was not my fault on it,

But I want to digress another second here, and I'm sorry to ramble,
Dorothy. Talking about '61, I remember at this time also they were having
a gubernatorial election up in New Jersey, New Jersey and Virginia always
have their elaction on an off-year, usually it'a a year after the national

election, And President Heanedy was real interestad in Richard Hughes being
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elected governor there. You asked abeut Mr, Johnson's iatereat in Henry
Gonzales--Mr, Johnson and President Yennedy had a little bet between theu-
selves as t5 who would do the best in helping carry their particular
candidate in. President Rennedy went up to campaign in New Jersey for
Dick Hughes, and Mr. Johnsoa went to San Antonlo campaigning for Hanry
Gonzales, And at one poiant, it was not thought that either would win,
and it turned out they both succeeded.

But, Dorothy, in '62, the first of November of '62, I submitted my
vesignation to Mr, Johnson=-I had a meeting with him over in the Executive
O0ffice Building--to be effective the first of Pebruary of 1963, I wanted
to return to private business, and he accepted the resignation, Along in
January, he asked me to add thirty days on to this, to make it the first
of March, said he_was going to have to make trips down to Texas and he.
wanted me to work with him on these trips, which I agreed to do--to make
iz the first of March. Ia FPebruary, he madew=Fcbruary of *63-«he made
trips to San Angalo, to Wichita Falls, and spoke at a space association
group dowm at Dallas, But aloag in February, it was seen fit to have my
salary raised where I ended up staying on and passed up the March lst
deadline on my resignation,

Now we did start talking about the '64 election,

Can I stop you here a minute? Did you in 1952 during the Cuban Missile
Crisis, did you see any activities of the Vice President surrounding this
event?

I saw parz of it, and I'm glad you menticned it, because it had slipped my
mind. Mr. Johmson called o breakfast meeting of George Reedy, Waltev
Jenkius, and myselZ, We met Mr. Johnson for breakfast out at his home,

The Elms, which he rcviewed with us the situazion incuba. All of us had
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Top Sacret clagssifications, Mr., Johanson was going into a meetiang at tenm
o'clock that mowrniang, I believe; and he ravicwed these matéers with w3z,
then wezt around the table askingz each of us if we were the Vice President
and sitting in this National Security Couacil meating which was to be held
at ten o'clock that morning, what would we say when President Kennedy
called on the Vieca Presidente-'What would you say, what course of action
would you suggest?® And I can't remember what the others éuggested, what
Ceorge and what Walter suggested, but I didn'*t think, Dorothy, the Russians
would ever back dowm on direct confrontation. i thought we might sink one
of thelr boats, and then it would be just an all-out serap with the Russians.
I was of the opinioa and I 3o back to thiat particular day, that particular
time, when they had these misailes in place already polnted towarda |
7ashington, all that had to happen was thaz some rackless irresponsible
Cuban touch a bu:ton, axnd Washington, D, 8, would be hit with a missile;
and you start thinking about your family and children and others that are
baing looked at right dowm the burrel of & misstle, This is the atmosphere-=
t4is 13 the situatisn back at that time, And I expressed the thought which
turned out would have beoen wrong and was not what President Xemnedy decided,
bﬁt I expressed the thought thar what we ought £o do is go abead and drop
paratroopers it -there and tale control of the island and straighten the
matter out, and then let the Cubans end up having an election of their
own, and set up a new democracy there, That was noi the course followed,

and as it turned ocut-~

L]
-

what was Mr, Johnson's frame of mind on this?

I don't recall him expressing it, I think he was listening to the diffcrent

[
o

ones of us put up our thoughts, And, of ourse, I have no way of knowing

hat he did end up saying at the Hational Senurity Council meetinz, 3ut it
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did prove that--aventa proved the wiadom of the course that was chosaen

that day, because the Russlins did back down nd dLd get zway from thare

ig prodiem on it.

]
[#)
s

without any real irmedinz

g

Did Mr. Johonson indicate any surprise at the developmeat of the situation
as it was, suddenly such a complete issue--the missiles being implaced
aad ready to go?

I don't remember him cxpressing surprise, I remenber that we were all

]
..

surprised, I was certainly surprised, just hada't realized so much had
b2en done, Apparently, our-=at least a3 f£3r as the public was concerned--
And T had not had any Top Secret briefings bofore that, Certainly, as far
28 the public knew, their aerial photos had been token and Cuba had not

necessarily shown these missile sites, evevything belng in place.

vy

Did you conclude Zreom that that lir, Johnson may not have known ahead of

tine?

]
-n

Well, I think, Dorsthy, he knew whalover President Kennedy knew-—-or the

CL4y or others--and it could well e that they knew this was gzoing on, Like

I say, I had not beon in o any other briefings, 2znd had read about it only

as the average citizen had,

P: Yerc there any arrangznents being made to evacuaté the President and the
Vice Presidentlal staff that you were involvad in?

C:  liothing that I had aaythiang to do with, Dorothy, There is a place out

herg some place~-I%ve never been there, I ﬁas suppcsed &0 have gone out

one time, It turned sut I dida't get to. Taere is supposed to be z place

scmewhere out here, and I've heard West Virpinia, where there is an

underground office sez up to where they caa evacuzte the Prealdent, Vice

President, and other kay government officials, I have only heard about

it; I've never been thzre, I did have one instancze where there was a call
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from this headquariters, saying that a Clif Cartexr was trying to be
admitted there. Someoane had used my name and, of cource, 1 was sitting
back in the office in the ¥Wew Senate Office Suilding at this time, aad

couldn't have been there,

nJ

Did they ever find out who that was? Or how they got there?

[}

I think they did, I don't know whate-I think it ended wp being a message

that was garbled in transmission, as I recall, Dorothy. I think it turned

out on checking the matter out that someone was clearing a list of names

of peopie who had been cleared to go in there, and this is the way my name

got brought up, as I recall, But the original call was that someone had

presented himself, using my'name and trying to be admitted,

P Did you know of any membefs of the staff that sougsht to protect their
families?

ol Ho, Becaugee=-

I Fither bdbringing them inko town, or taking them out?

[
e

lo.

vy

: Let's proceed to the point where you did return ¢o Texas, I believe around

Labor 3ay 1953 to begin setting up the Austin headquarters for the '64

s

camp

o
ien,

0

Well, in coaversation with Mr, Johnson, we had talked about the '64 campalgn

(S0}

o0

and he had forewarned me that he probably would waant me to move back to
Texas arvound Christmas of 1963, I had reminded Mr., Johnson that I did
have a wife and five children, five children that were in school and it
was difficult to pick up and move them right in the middle of a school
year, and what I would like to do, so as to keap the upset in my household
at 2z minimum, would be to move ahzad of the school year, He understood

and agreed to this, and so we movad back to Texaz in late August of "33
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“and meved into our new home in Austin on Labor Day of '43,

Ziepra plans alrsady afook for the Texas trip at thtls point?

4o

There baﬁ been preliminary crips on this, Thera was a trin that Waltes
Jenkins and Dick Maguire went down. And I believe, Dorothy, this was

about March of 63, They went down for a conference with Sovernor Connally,
So rmch of this related strictly for fimancial support and help from Texas
to the Democratic National Committee and to the Xennedy Administration.
Walter and Maguire went down for a talk with Governor Connally about having
sore sort of fund-raising event in Texas, As it turned out in '6l and '62,
there had been only very nominal financial support from Texas, and most of
the money that had come in had come in from New York State, Massachusetts,
California, and other places, And they just £21t that there were a lot of
friends in Texas that would be pleased to heln if they had the opportunity,
This was the main reason--I mean, there were two main reasons, as I would
recall, why a trip was planned to Tex2s by lir, Xennedy. One was to try to

encourage and receive more finmancial support. And secondly to try to build

0]
o
(1)
(%1
%3
©
33
J-e
1
o
)
3
]
iy

for himgelf in Toxas where he could probably carry the state

>z, skippiag over '63 pretty quickly there a minute ago, there was
a meeting June &, 1963, in Il Paso where Mr, Johnson, Mr, Keunedy, anxd
Govarnor Connally met aad agreed on 2 dianer, and agreed at that time to
a teantative date which later had to be changed. They talked about a date
late in September--
This is as opposed ro the later Hovember date?
Right., Mr, Johnsoa had spoken that morning to the graduating class at
Annasclis, and lir, Zennedy had given the commencement address out at the

Air Force Academy at Colovado Springs. It was agreed that they would all
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meet ian El1 Paso. ?residenc.Kennedy was zoing from Colorado Springs to zo
on aad make an inspection tour of the White Sands Mizsile Base, MNr.
Yennedy vas on the tenth floor of the hotel-~the Hotel lortez; Mr. Johnson
was on the ainth floor, Governor Connally was on the sixth.floor, and it
was decided that they would meet in ¥Mr, Johnson’s suite; that Mr. Xennedy
would come down a floor and Governor Connally would go up to the nianth
floor, UWe had one of those littls funny things happen here, Dorothy. Mr.
Johnson had told me that they were coming to his suite to meet and for me
to quickly get some refreshments--soft drinks there, some ice, which I
called downstairs and told them to send some coca-colas and 7~ups and
send a tub of ice, lr, Xeanedy arrived--I remember him taking off his
ecoat and ﬁhrcwing it over in a corner; then Governor Coanally arvived, I
wag still standing in the roonm with them, About this time the Secret
Service knocked on the door and said, "Did you order some ice?™ T said,
Wes, I did," He said, “Well, you doggone sure zot it, They brought a
washtub of ice up, What do you want to do with Le?" 1 said, *%lell, wheel
it on in here. 8o they wheeled in this big washtub of ice cubes, along
with the coca cola and 7-up, and I left the room at this time,

The thres of them met and I was told later it was decided that President
Xeanedy would czome tc Tex23 aad there would be a fund-raising diamer,
They tentatively agrzed some time late in September; later thaen it was
finally decided November 22,

?: There were reports in )2 newspapers and, of course, there wers subasequent
books written regarding political splits in Texas among the Democrats, I
believe the figures imvolved were Senator Yarﬁorough and Governor Connally,
Yarborough representing the mora liberal factlon and Comnally the more
couservative, but there was quite a problem aand part of this trip was an

effort to cement relations,
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Dorothy, there were, of course, problems as you have mentioned, This is
correct, To the best of my recollecition, there was no concerted or great
cEfort to try to cament thase relations, It may have been hoped that this
would be one of the fringe beneflts, But it was primarily trying to gek
better financial support from Texas, the Southwest, Secondly, to create

a better image for Mr. Keanady in Texas, And a couple of little points

on this. I did sit in om all of the meetings.in Texas in preparation of
Hr; Kernedy's arrival there, The Democratic Natlonal Committee had sent
Jerry Bruno down to advance, to coordihate, to help, and héd Jim Corcoran
along, Jim Athail; these three were along for the Democratic National
Committee,. And I went with Jerry Bruno around--we went to San Antonioj
went to Houston we went to Fort ﬁorth and we went to Dallas, And we had
daily meetings in Austin with Covernor Connally's people-~Frank Erwin aund
the others that were working on the big dinner to eventually be held in
Austin, And while Jerry Bruno generally would touch base with one of
Senator Yarborough's friends in each of these cities, and usually T told
him who Scaator Yarborzough's friends were, it was not done until the
natter had already been decided, Bruno had already agreed to, in écnsultation
with one of Covermor Connally's top people in San Antonis, Houston, what
have you, This was usually decided before Jerry-=Jerry would usually call
one of Senator Yarborough's pecople just before he was leaving town, and
tell them that Xenanedy was going to be there, and that this i3 what the
schedule i3 going to be., This was done to gat Connally's complete support
and backing on the dinner., To be a success, it was going to have to have
Connally's support and backing,

?: Jhat was the base of this split?

[}
ae

Dorothy, T don't know this, I just read about it {a the paper, and I just
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You doa't believe t!

24
“now that there is a persomality conflict between-~apparently therce's a

parsonality coaflict bezween Governosr Somarlly and Senator Varborough.

L)

‘d.

1t zhiz i3 soliciculew

I have gupported both of thea over the years, Senator Yarboroughe-T
supported for many years, Iut they each had Ilzisued very strong statements
againast the other before Mr, Kennedy's trip dorn, T don't kaow what the
base of their problem is; I just kaow that~-as I say, there appears to dbe
a personallty conflict between the two,
You feel it's not political?
Well; certainly I would think it's political., I think that it probably,
of course, i3 froﬁ the ara2as of support that zach gets from the suppafters.
Buz the only arrangements, as I recall, for the head table for the
dinner that was to have beea ia Austin, and I'm talkiag about--my point on
this, Dorothy, is that this was with the btotal approval--~approbation-~of
the Xennedy staff workiag with Connally's staff, Aad the way the head
cable was awrranged, ic only included lr, Johnaon and Governor Counally,
along with President Xennedy; it did not include 3enmator Yarborough. e
a3 to 84t at a second lower tablae, liencloning thuis again, I'm disputing
Maacheater's thoory oa the thing, because if President Xennady went ther
solely to try o heal the bresch betwean thess two, he would probably have
nad one sitting on cach side of him, He would aot have agreed to on2 being
nlaced at a lover rankad table,
Did 3Senator Tazbsrouzh agrez to this?
I doa't know that he was ever offered the opportunity to either agree or
aot agree. I am tclle~y2ll, I saw onme time, I balleve it was wﬁen he was
in Houaton while we wore on that trip--this would have been November 21st,

that Seanator Yarboroagh 414 aot wide I the cam wich Mr, Johasen where he
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was 3du

rposed to hava., I recall bhe went back and got inm the car with

&

Nenwy Conzalez and rade in chat, I believe 1o was 1a Fort Worth the next
aocniny whea Larey ¢'2rien and Zenneth 0FDoanell told Senator Yarborouzh

ta get in the cér wich Me, Johnion and ride where he was supposed to. There
was a little hasslz over that, and I did see this in Houston, 1 have just
been told abbut the other in Fort VWorth.

And this was Senator Yarborough's doing on this?

Yes,

What was the situation in the Austin headquarters when you did return there?
What do vou mean *‘headquarters,’ Dorothy?

When you were golng to begln to set up onz there, Was there a working base?
You see, Mr, Johasor had an office in Ausiin, and I just raopened the Austin
office and was operzting out of there. Tow, we're talking about September
of 163, I did do a goad Little bit of traveling out of there to advance
zrins for him to Slzveland, Toledo--hie made one 3wing in late September to
Lucas County, Toledo, Ohio, and over to Cclumbiana, Ohio. 1 remember we
went intc Pitesburzl awl crossed over to East Liverpool, Ohio, and on owver
to Columbiana,

These were all a part of the atrotegy of beginning your campaign early

and gathering your aupport?

A combination of several things there, of fuad-raising events, The oﬁe in
Cleveland was the iz anawal Cizyahoga Counﬁy, what they call "Ox Roast,’'

and it's the anaval event that the Cuyahoga Democratic Central Committee
gathers their money for the year's operation, And the same thing was true
over at Toledo, This was the Lucas County Demacratic Central Committee,

2nd Mr, Johmson 3spole at both of those evants, 2Lver in Golumhiana, Congressman

Jayne Hays, who had qquw, baan 2a oubtspoken Johnson friead, was being
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honored for nis twelfth year i1 the Congress, and lfr, Johauson went there
and made the main speech Lln behialf »f Congressman iays,

ince most of these weore funid raisings, were the Demoeratic coffers at «his

A
e
L7

tine, both nationally aand stateuwide, were they at an unusually low poin:

for the coming '64~~

¥}
o

Well, the national committee, of course, still had a big debt from the 'S0
election, and they always needed momey, This was true, I think, of the
county and state commlttees., HNow, I'm not sure that the national committee
participated in any of the proceeds of these dinners, I think this was a
case where these states had requested Mr, Johnsoﬁ to come out and apéak,
and that's whét it was.

?: Why was the Democratic Jommittee particularly low on fuads, or how come

the debt had been so large in the '60 campaign?

[
e

?ell, one reason, Dowrothy, a part of Adlai Stevenson's 1938 debt had been
carried over to 1980, And then some of the early quick prdceeds that came
iﬁ during 1960 and early '51 actually went to pay off some of the debts

that 1ad been left over from the '56 carpaiga. In fact, this has been a
traditicnal thing as far as the Democratic [lational Cormittee was concerned.
They usually paid off the debts_four years later from the previous cawmpaign,
and we cuncountered something like this zfter the '54 election, Mr, Johason
had ¢2 ond up paying a lot of Reanedy's debts off. In fact, we were left

with azound $4,000,000 in debts when lir. Johnson became President,

i)

You traveled throuzh Texzas, you sald, in September of 13¢3, You must have
been pretty attuned to the political climate of the statE; Did yoﬁ>heéf
or feel or sense any of the rumors or warnings rezarding the political
clinate in Dallas?

7 iTell, I read it daily in the Dallas Jews3, ind had a general feeling thae--
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of copurse, Dallas befaré that had been probably the most conservative
area in the z:tate of Wexas, Aloag in 55, I belicve it was, they elzscied
a Republican Congrassman, and they had this reputation. But the main
thinz I scased, Dorothy, was that there was beglmning to be a change as
far as Dallas was concerned, I mean, that it wasn't quite as conservative
as it used to be; that there was golag to bae an acceptance of ¥r, Xennedy,
Of course, they had turned ocut ian 1260 when we went through there that day--
September 13, 1960~-150,000 people turned out, And there were responsible
businessmen in Dallas who were beginning to realize that thig ultraconservaeism
was hurting thelr clty and thelr areca., There were those that were willing
to sten up and speak for the Democrats, This was one reason that Mr,
Keﬁnedy was intarestad in goinz to Dallas, because the group that had been
considered extramely conservative were golng to put on this dinner for him
aad were zoling to lat him kaou that they wewre pléased with what he was
doing and zoing to support him, As you will recall, the editor of the
Dallas lews had been at the White House at.Mr. Kemnedy's invitation and - S
had-=2Zihis Mr, Daly that had spoken up and said that Yr, Xonnedy acﬁed like
2 boy 91 a tricycle in trying to work out the problems of the world., And
paople in Dallas resented this, They wvere trying to da a aunmber of things
to attone for previous mistakes, |
pid you follow through on any reports that parhaps President Xennedy should
not 30 to Jallas, or did you file any reports?

No, I dida't have any reports of aanything like that, I never heard amnything

I believe tha:t vas nentloned in the book, The Death of a Presidant, that

thare were several indications that they were consldering bypassing the

%

whole arrangement ia Ddallas,
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1¢ lell, vaat they--and I say “they,” I'm talking about the Xennedy staff--

was interested in doing was taking ulm thirouzh the town vhere he would get
mazimem exposure, If you will recall, Y meaan the layour of Dallas, where
the atrport is, where the hall where he was to speak at this luncheoa--
where they're lecated, the simple thing to have done would have beaen to
come from the ailrpork direct to the hall, But this gives you little
exposure, so it was a recommendation made by the Hennedy staff people
there, Jerry Brumo acd the others--incidentally, later they, abou: the last
week of this,. they sént Bill Moyers down to take over all charge, and they
brought Jerry Brun§ back to Washington; but 3ill Moyers was in complete
charoe of ¥r, Xennedy's visit to Texas, They worked out the route on

this, and that was to go from the ailrport out around a big part of the
residential area, and end up coming through downtown Dallaé, then preceeding
\bo the hall., At one polnt back in the early stages, to make sure that he
zot this maximum exposure through downtcwg Dallas, they had thought about
.having tha lu;cheon out at the Yexas Fair Park Auditorium., This would be
an ex~ude for him coming through the town, They vere tryling to make suve
he cane tarough Zown, but they felet like there had to be a logical reason
or people would figure that all he was doing was zrying to be seen. So
they worked out the route of his motorcade to take nim around through

north Dallas, around through the residential area, down through the middle

of town, aad on out to the hall,

?: This was done more at the 1nsistence of the Keanedy staff people?
Yy people
T That's correct,
2 there were security veports from the Secret Jervice regarding radical

clerments in Ballas, ©Did you ever hear of any of those?

[

: o, I didn't, I've rcad about that since and thinking back about it, this,
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of course, its always--you hear ilttle rumors iike this aald because==-just

14 T.

safove this, if you wez2all, Ambosgtador Adlal Sfevenson nad bzea hit ulch

Iy

{

1

a s3izn; aand General Ted Walker 2ad hoen shof auj and there had been other

little disturbances in Dallas, And; of coursae, that morning--the moraing

a

of the twenty-second--there was this horribls full-page ad in the Dallas

Moraing News telling Mr, Xemnedy to stay out of Dallas, But in your travels

aad in your movements around, you have differeat little runors-«you just
have to--Y say "you" have to, I'm talking about professional people.like
the Secret Service and the CIA and the FRI, who have made careers of this--
have to know how to evaluate what information they get. I mean, a layman
1like ﬁe wouldn't have any idea what importance to attach to any such report,
You didn't see any appareat sensitivity to fhis situation a3 it was
developinz in Dallasg?

0.

Or worry on the parz of either the Johnson or Zennedy staff members?

Jo. r, Fennady, whenr we arrived ia Dallas zhat soraing, having flowm fr
Forz Jorch over, thara wers a number of people at the fence line, 1

£ the alrplazne and going right over to the

IS

£

fenze and walked the Zeace line, shaging hands with people., Aayone that
had hatm in mind zould have fakally wounded hinm vight therc, The Secret
3arvizo were right aloag, bDut he was walking right next to the fence
shaxing hands.

Do you think perhaps thsre was a carelass atcitude that Mr., Heanedy's
charisma would overzome this, and he would come out ahead in ilaving
suzceaded ian Dallas?

hesitate to use the word “carelessnaess,” 5Hut I am pretty much in agreement

4

w7ith you on rthe balance of your statement, And in objecting fo the word
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cagelesgness, T think ghat iz aceds ¢o be

that all caodidates have to gze

They can't hold zhemselves aloof, uad they
at tilmes, getting in and pressing &he fles
close to ghem,

511 right, I retract the word “curclessnes

2

T didn't mean to make a point of it, but I

i

Vil e

In other words, you ifhink perhaps
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puz in a diffaerveat porsgaeztlve,
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have to fake ealavlated risks
oanl waking the peosple feel
S."

Kennedy and his staff Jdid count on

aad I've never seen

John ¥ennedy's appeal?
Very definitely, And I might say that he was very successful, because
they had-=I have baen to Dallas a number of times,

crowds like were there for his wvisit that

Tsuld you recoanskrust the eventks that led

nrior arrangewents; where you were in the

Y, 9 M

conversasions; whso you were with iz the ca

i{r. Jobn3on priar ko tho motorcade heglnal

s .
go=elet e bach see

e

up just

Torth, aad it was misting cain, A

tnere in the Hotel Texas, at whizh Tir
Juck from Fori orth was Zo be tho master
on the numher that

the Zaxas ‘lotel, And

allroom of

chere, Ye wen:s ouif, ial az he ziegped oul
and he sun came osul and 1T gog oo ba a de

ond, e !

« Zeanedy

2ould be iaviced to this because of the

zreat numbers of Io

lot vizht z2cro3s the strast frow

day,

up ke the assassination: the
what you saw; any
r; and did you 3ee or spezk to

ng--

awzaikeasd that morning

e
ad wz were having our breakfast
wa3 to speak., And Raywond
of caremoaies., Ve were limited
size of the

%3 had gathered on
e Zotel Texasa, Kr. Kenﬁedy
This was not on the

sean these folks
e rain stopped

ia L 1.
a2 notol,

aaiiful day, e spole aboul tea



LBJ Presidential Library ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT More on LBJ Library oral histories:
http://www.Ibjlibrary.org Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781] http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

31
minutes to this biz group that had zathered thore, aad thea he went back
into cthe hotel,

2: 0 Uare you witnessiag thig?

[
4
(W

/<]

.

1 sauw all of.this. I was zhare, Cf epurse, Hr, Johason was along
too; he Wag there~-that's the reason T was there,

We went back in and went to the breakfasi, Mz, Kehnedy and r.,
Johason went up to the head table, and Raymond Buck gave Mr, Keunedy a
very fine introduction. lMr, Johnson had been introduced and had spcoken
a few words; then Mr, Xeunedy spoke, They presented Mr, Xennedy with a
hat which he refused to put on, e put it up close to his head, but he

ouldn't put it on. And about this time, iirs. Xennedy came along, She
had heen late in getiing there, and she came in and walked right paat the
area wnare I was. As a matter of fact, I think [ahe] came through the
kitchen of the hotel dining roow there and went up to tihe head table., Then
quickly thereafter, ve left and went to Carswell Air Force Base where we
nad laaded the night belore, ani where the slanes-~Alr Torce One and Alr
Foea Two--were locaied, And we law from there over to Lave Field and
landed aad Yr, Teunedy got oq* and shook hands like T meationed a miaute

agy, And we ot righit in the motorcade, The way the motoreade was set

{
3
i
[
D
o]
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car that was the plilot car, T mean, it was

ole

n fraat, thea Presideat Keanedy's car., Ia that car you had, of course,
Governor and Mrs. Connally along with President and Mrs, XKennedy; you had
the driver and a Secret 3ervize zgent by the aame of Roy Kellerman sitting

there right In the froaz seat, Jovernor aand Mrs, Connally were sitiing in

jump seats., And since it had turnad out o De such a beautiful day, it
was Mr, fennady's decision, his czaff's decision, to take the bubble off

the car, Previously they had zhought Lt was going to be nisting aad raining.
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Rur 1= waa decided £0 take 1t off,

,l
-3

B Do you kacw wao malde that docizion

T¢I do uot kmow, I juit nnderstood that this was what khe Kenaedy croup
had decided, ¥Whea you szay the ‘ennedy group,” it could be the 3id=nt
or Zenny O'Donnallw-ethe Secre: 3ervice doesn's make a decilsion like this,

They make recommendations,

g
e

Jasa't thelr recommendation through Dallas to--

T had read or heard that the Secret Service had made a recomumendation that

]
.o

the hubble be retained., Someons higher up made a--overruled that, if that
recommendation was made,

35 they were in an open car. Ia back of that car was the President's

ecurity car, Aand in ghat car, you had six or sevea Secret Service agents,

and Zenny 2'Deonanell aand Larry %5rien were riding in that car, Then in the
aext car, wou had--vhich 1 ths third car-ewe had the President's car, his
sesurizy car, aad then Mv, Johnson's car, Yon had the driver of that car,
zhis 71z an open comverhible; ysu had 2ufas Youngblood, Secret Service agent,
sltri-z 1n zhe ight Jesat zeat; and then you: had ﬁenator.Yatborﬁugh--this
13 the bdask 3eat goiny from left to wight from tbe back of the car--~Senator
farbeozousl, T8, Johnaon, and tHe Fice President, The Vice FPresident was
riding irn zha right rear of this car,

andi I was zlding ia the fourth car with two of Mr, Johnson's Seeret
Service agents,
Jeren't vhere four ia the hack seat with the Vice President?
3t A0, Fust taree, Sacuuze “his was just 2 rozular convertible, You ses, it

wa3 Senazar Yarbornuzh aad Mrs, Johngon and the Vice Prasiient,

3id vou uneals o e, Inbngon befare tha motorcade got under way?

Z: T owould ewpeet 1 4ld, Dororhy, ¥ den't reverber any particular conversation,
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-

but I uiually told bim right where I was or wazre I was going to be, And
1 was the %op Johason alde along on this trip beeause Walter Jeakias wms

back in ‘jashington.

e How did ir. Johason asse3s the Zris as it had sone 30 far at this poiat?

Everyone was very pleaased with the turnout, the reaction, When we laniled

(]
ce

in San Antonio the aftermoon before, the trip out to this new Space Medicine
College; and as we had gotteﬁ to Houston, the turngut there-=the reception
thate~the Albert Thomas dinner that was in process when Mr, Xennedy dropped
in and spoke, Then we left there and went right on to Dallas, 1 recember
Jack Valenti accompanying us-~ir, Johason requested that Jack accompany us
on to Fort Worth, Of course, Jack's wife, Mary Margaret, had just had

their firgt baby just maybe a week-ten days before that, I remember Jack
saying Mary Margaret had said that éhe wasn't very happy about him going.
3he said, "Is this trip really necessary?" It affected and changed their
livaes like it did many of ¢he rest of us,

Zug back o this motoreade, How, iz this fourth car, I rode with Lem
J3hr3 and Jerry [libbott, Secret 3ervice agents that were attached to the
Vice Presidential assigament. ile had a2 Dallas policeman driving this car;
this was a Dallas police car. 2And each of these four cars, I'm talking
about Tresident Zemnedy's car, his security car, the Vice President's car,
and this car, vhich was lr. Johnaon's security car, we had two different
radio setups where ve could talk back and forth to cach other oa, plus the.
faczt that everydody nad theair regular commercial type radio-=-AM radio--on,

listening to a broadeast of this motorcade :zhrough Dallas,

[V
e

iere che 3cecret Service carrying weapons?

~ . 7

[&3]
.

&

i “las this voauzueal?

N
e

Yo, zhey always have,
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o I mean rifles, not sidearms,

J:  Well, ia the Fresident’s security awme, thay've aiways got submachine guns
and theasz, which 1'11 mention ia just a secondé hera, e went throush
douwntown Dallas, Dorothy, and w2 male our right turn a block away from the
Texas 3cnool Dapository Builldiag; then you go about a2 half a block and you
make a left turn, which 1is right in front of the Depoéitory. le've zot

ten or fifteen cars in the motorcade with three or four buses that the press
is riding in, And as they négotiate these turns like this, by necessity,
one to keep the motorcade intact, and two because of the crowd they have

by necessity to go slow. And we weren't going more than five to ten miles
an hour as we mada these corners, and actually were fixing to head out on-=
I bhelieve it's the Harry Hines Exoressway--out the expressway that's in
front of the Te=xas Schﬁol Depository, And this first shot thaé;pas fired
came right over my right shoulder, Iy irmediate reaction-«I théught it

was a cherry-bomb type firecracker; I thought somebody had popped a firecracker,

Sut then quickly I saw Rufus Youngdlood in the Vice Precident's car just

P

mrediately ahead reach over and shove li», Johasca dowm and jumped in the
bSack seat himself and put himsell over Mr. Johason's bodv., And about this
time T saw something alao zoing on up In the first car--in the President's
car, Y¥oa see, thesa cars are right in front of me and bending just a little

bit to the vight, as the cupressway does right there,

i
o4

Almost bumper to bumper? How far away would wou say vou were?

[}
Ex ]

They weren't bumper to burper, but they werea't real spread out either,

o]

'3 guess fifteen to tuenty feet apart, sorsthing like this, It was about
three-quarters of a block before--maybe a black, I can't remember, from
the corner of the Depository to the underpass that we were flring to go

vader, And then I saw something happeningz up in the President's car also;

&
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ahout that time the sccond shot was fived, 7The vext thlag I noticed, Ira,

3

Yenncdy was trying £o gec out o7 Zae President’s car., She had jumped out

e

of ths seat and had hnwped out on the back--the rear end of the car, aad
w23 orying to lesve; it look2d iike she had bheen hit, 3y the time the
second shot was fired, of coursz, I realized by this time that someoae was
filring at the cars, and she had made a moveneni that locked like she almost
vaulted out of the bhack seaf out on the back end of the car and was trying
to get off the car, This s whea the Secret 3crvice agent Clint Hill
jumped out of the Preaident®s security car and ran up ahead and climbed

on the back of the car aad helped get her back inmaide, And while this

w23 golng oa, Roy Yellerman, the Secret Service ageat up ian the first ecar,
tho was connected £o all of us by radio, said, "Let's get the heck out of
hare,” Hell, thar came through to ali four of theae cars I have mentionad.
snd at thils time--yon asked aboui the svbmachine guns, Well, one of the
Secrat Sewrvice agents sitting in the back seat of this President's security
~ear waealed around with his submachine gua 2nd pointed up at one of the
windous of the Desasicory, knowing that the shotis had come frcm up there,
hut you had peosple peeriaz osut o£ all the windows and didn't know wherz it
wa3d comlng fromeel mean, he coulda't shoct-=cne, I don't k#aw that he knew

rom which window he eame, and second, he couldn't indiscriminately fire

into a building like thar, But Jellerman said, and he was in compmand of

the situation at that oiaute, said, "Let'a ge: out of here.®

?: Tlere there any othar transmissions?
J: o Yes, We started out a3 fast as w2 could get moving, and Xellerman sald--

..

f vean, prior to this?
o REW

.

niz »oint you realized that it was furing--that

.

That gasz the flrst, aad at &

neovla were probadly wounded?
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zuide, when Xellarpan s2id, "ie've going to
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we went right by the hall where

by there about aeveaty miles an hour.

heve and go vight on ouk,

Me. Reanedy was to have spoken,
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35

couldn®t tell--at

But we started moving
ing about; and the police

Parkland Hospitale-we 3o across

¥ oand

We went

We weat on to Parkland, traveling

at eighty to eighéy-five miles en hour speed and shipped arocund to the

back to the emergency entrance to Parkland,

What were you all tallkinz about?

{fhen these four cars--well, no cne was talking,

what all had gone on. And thera were three

no question,

v,

today, &And I have fired--when T was in the

no question that one man could easily do this,
man did do ie,

questicn but what on

Harvey Qawald or who it wa3; but moving at tha

was, everybody ia there was an easy target.

“l
Hy

a rifle would havye had no troublsz pisking off

One, 1t was a very easy sihst, And secondly

empticd shell out snd loed a new one and f£ire again,
in zix or seven seconds, they say,
camz right over my right shoulder,

all the firing

or back or 2ay plaze,

to the buildiag, weren't you?
Yes, In fact, I was ¢

£ind of tape)

auny targei he

and it could be very easily done.

Just trying te figure out
shota fired, Dorothy, and there's
I heard three, and the timlzg is very clear in my mind even
Army, I fired rifles--there's

In my mind, there's no

I don't koow whether it was Lee

slow speed that our motorcade

Anybedy that can half-way fire

wanted to.

v, 1t was very easy to flip the

It was done, I think,

And

There was none in front

sser to the bullding than--Jvr car 123 closer to the
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LXYERVIEWEZ ¢ CLIFRON C, CARTER (Tap= &)
TATERAVITINR: DOUOTIY PIERCE

{Gontiuuvatina of Tape 3 and alac fourth interview [Octoder 15, 196381)

w2

You said the car speedad up at this point saventy to elghty-five mlles an

hour to get to the hospital,

C: Yes, we pulled around to the rear of Parkland Hospital where the emergency
entrance is, All four of our cars just jarmed one right benind the other,
everybody jumped out and ran up to the President's car to try to see what
had happenad, what had gone on, and by the time I got there they were
wheeling Mr, Rennedy in on a cart, and lirs, Xennedy was helping push the

cart to try to huzry and get it inside, Now I did not sce what had

happened to !7r, Xennedy, he was on thisz cart feet firse, and what I would
have geen was the left side of his head., I A1d notize--lrs, Kennedy had
on a rose colorad suit that day and there wasz blood all over the front of

heyr suit

I

hat I noticed at this time, I went to the car and did help
uaload Jovernor Jonnally, put him on a cart to zo in, and I thougzht ho
was <dead, e was pray, one eye was focused off in one area, the other eye
was pointed ancther way, and they rushed him right on in. I wvouldn't have

gilven you ten cents for his life at that momear,

e
.

:  You thought the President was still alive?

(@]
e

I d1da't kaow; they just sald that he had been badly hit. I did not know
at that woment the extent of his injuries, but then I got with Mr. aand lrs.
Johnson and we went along with Lem Johns, 2ufus Youngblood and we went
right in the hospltal., I rcmember as we walked in Senator Yarhorough, I
saw him sitting off o the side, corying; he was all beside himself, e

went into a little room around to the vight aad the Secret Service closad
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‘this area off and I went out and got 3Jome coifce and brought it back for

Mr, and Mrs. Johason, Congressuan Homer Thornberry was there with us

and a Seesrot Service agent by €2 nare of Heury Zoberts that was with the
Presidential detail had come ia and he was ta zing o Vashington from the
little outer room of the araa we osecupled, We had pullad the shades down
so no one would necazssarlly know where Mr, Johnson was, Roberts said, in
talking to Washington, ™Je don't kaow what the full scope of this thiag
is, it could ba a conaspiracy to try to kill the President, Vice President,
try to kill everybody.™ And I remember Roberts at that time saying, this
was after he had talkaed to Washington, that the oaly safe place the Secret
Service felt there was for Mr, Johnsom was back in Washington, to get him.
back te Washington as quiekly as possible. Mow this was later; I believe
this actually took plaze after we had been notified that Mr, Kenmnedy was
dead, low Mrs. Johnson~e

£11l awaiting the reports on the President.

5.
e
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He were back in this liztle extra room, Mr, aad Mrs, Johnson, Thornbarry,
2ufus Vouwagblood, lem Johus aad we, And Mrs, Johasoa left to go up to

Se with uws, ennedy aad &2 be with lirs, Connally, and to the best of nv
knowladze and recollestion and bhelief, she was nof present when Mr, Johnson
was officlaliy notifled that Mr. lenanedy vas dead, I've read various versions
of tais, but what I octually s3aw there, the agent I mentioned a mimute agzo,
Lmory lobarts, cawe ia and told ir, Johnson that Mr, Keanedy was dead.

ﬁnd Homer Thoraderry, Lem Johns, Zufus Youngblood and I were present with

“r, Johnson at that timse

iinat was the emotional :zate of the people?
Vell, evarybody was just existing, Dorothy. What I felt my main job ax

-

that tirme was to lool: after Mr, Johnson and Irs, Iohnson, make surae--ha'q
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had that heart actack sefore--make sure there’s no rcesurreace of this and
to do evarything I could te boe 27 aclp and comfori chers o Rim, And T
got hir a 2ouple of cuns of o fes over a perled of Zime; he did rell me
there La that woom that he did want me o come bBazk o Yashington with
him that evening,

»:  YWhat ozher things did Mr, Johnson zay to you and people in the room?

c:r I don t recall any specifies, T kaow he saild something to Congressman
Thornbarry, I think he counseled back and forth with Johns and Yourgblood

ané it was decided that

they would leave quickly and come on back to

Washington, but it wes somewvhere aloang in here, too, and I was in and out

tine,

after talz pericd of

a0 hour

: 1t was about

ae

L R
T OTIAS

L=
[

also told me £o

3

L

Johus
wall,

3
=l

sutes
iz arpenter which I
and asked

=1

Zonnally!

Govarnor

altogether, wasn

quite

et there

-7as prepering £o leave,

athas,

3

e it

?

that long,

al

iy
ot
0
€

80

=

and he
ted out to do,

him te take

I did have my idenzic;

cliathes

Dorothy.

e

N

T

SO 12

Two things happened,

Vaienti ani Liz Carpenter, and as

afore this, a aurse had brought a

in the sack and she

hen Taagressman Gonzalez

we nad occupled, and

to go got Jack Valentd

i handed the sack of clothns.

avery 3stzixway, everything,

Zorth and arocuad.

hem and keep them, that they were

through tas hospital looking around;

they
ard from the Vice
in the

Sarpanter

zone, YWe anasunced



LBJ Presidential Library ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT More on LBJ Library oral histories:
http://www.lbjlibrary.org : Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781] http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

&
over the 2.A. 3ysten, asilag her to weport £o a certaia area, and we oot

no response, So I told Jask chat President Fenoedy was dead and we better

go on, Let me take him back to Mr. Johnson, and I'd go bach and look for

Liz. T did take Jack through and vhen we got dowm to where Mr, Johnson

had been he wa3 gona and Lem Johns waz waitling thare and said, '"ir, Johason
went ahead and left me to bring you on.”" So we vent cutside and got a
Dallas policeman to drive us out to Love Field, This was a young rookle
policeman aad he was so excited, aﬁd we were‘driving seﬁanty-five to eighty
miles an hour ocut there that we ran right by the entrance of love Field,

ot him to turn around and went through the private aside and he was

]

4

o
[

fixing o go right across the maln alr strip laading, trying to hurry to
ze®t over ¢o Alr Torce Ome, ‘e got him stopped oa that and got him to 30
arouad on the access rozd znd when we go: on the plane--sez, on the
commercial radio there had been a aumber of feports that several Secret

Sexrvice azeats had been killed also and I had naver bean on Air Foree One--

'
4
L
(2

went sn ko the rear ateps and saw shite telephonz and I stopped and picked

+

esidential nucber in Austin,

4
H

1t vp aud asked the oparTator fo Zet me my

‘o

f

wialzh the operator did, and I talked Zo uy wife and told her that I was
all right and I waated her to call 2ufus Younpgblood's wife in Vienna,
Yizrzinia, and tell her that the agents were all zight and for her to call
the other wives up here, And while I weas doing this, Dorotiyy, there was
some hammering, krocking on some chairs to my ieft rear, And as it turned
out this was the Presidents compartment of the airplane--President Zeanedy's
compartment vhere I sat dowm at his desk and made oy phone call, They were
knocking rhese seats oub te put his caske: in, whish I Jida't know at this
time, but 7 later learned and sav that thls is wheve his caskel went,

2 I have some snecific questisns, ‘tould T asit therm of you aow?

-

Yhy don't wa stop right nou, and w2'll resine From the airolane on,

‘J!
ner



LBJ Presidential Library
http://www.lbjlibrary.org

ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT More on LBJ Library oral histories:

http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781]

th

At zhe =nd of the previous sessilon you wers at the point of taking off in

Ady Porce Oae on the day of Jask ¥eanedy's assassination, and I wanted to
ask vou some question, specific questioas, bofore we discuss the actual
return to Jashington.

First, do you racall who first called rr. Johnson "™ir, President®?

The first one that I heard call Mz, Jounson ™ir. President" was Emory

Roberts, Secret Service agent, Now as I noted to you awhile ago, ¥ was in

and out of this room where Mr. Johnson was located, and 1 read and have been

told that Kenny O'Donnell and Larry 0'Brien had beeﬁ back and forth a time
or two, at least had one conference with Mr, Johnson. I did not see them
I%a sure that they were, because I've heard it and read it, I've
read that one of the other of them supposedly officlally told Mr, Johnson
that i, Kennédy vas dead, HWow T h2ard Emory Roberts do this, come in

1

znd address My, Johnsoa, "™r, President, the 2resident is dead,” It also

a3 Imory that had been talking back and forth to the Washiangton headquarters,

to the Secret Service, and this 1: where 1t mas determined that they should

Was therz any response to Mr. loderts referring to Mr, Johnson as “Mr.

N¥o, unt as I recall, There was just total gileace at this time,

Did it scrike you at this time that the chaage had been made?

C-
L d
there,
retern to Yashington lmmediately,
b XY
President™?
23
™
oy

Well, Zrom weports that we had gotten, so muth of ¥Mr. Kennedy's head being
bloua away, Lt was almost a foregone conclusion that this is vhat the
ultimate bad news wvas going to be, and while I said there was no reaction,

there was no--vhen Zmory Robesrts addressed ir, Johnson tir, 2resident,™

there was none diroct with Tobevris, Agaia a3 I recall I zhink this was
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=he periocd when Mr, Johason turned t£o Conzressman Thornberry aad had

conversation with him,

?:  Did you hear what was being -liscussed?

S: I dom't rezall., I thiank I heawrd, but I just doo't recall, I think it had
to do with probably the calls that should be made and discussed the
advisabilitf of when and where Mr, Johnson should take his oath of office
and other little details like this,

?: You spoke of having heard that Preaident Xennedy wa3 so badly wounded, How

. had you heard about this? Had you been receiving reports?

$: Mo, this was Secret Service,

P: They had reported this to you siortly after arrival?

C: Yes, it wasa't so smch of an cfficizl report a3 we knew a2ll these agents

rsonally as’ it was a case of one passing om information to the other,

T:  That mevbers of Jaﬁz Rennedy's staff did you talk with aand what were their
states of mind and emotionzl states?

o BDorothy, I didn't actually see or talk €5 any of them until we were on the

plan, DIy the time we got o the plane, as‘I dascribed a few wlnutes ago--
when we got £ the plane, Lom Johns, Jack Valenti, and I got to the plane,
aad incidentslly Liz Carpenter wis already sitting on the plane when I got
there, I should have learned a long time ago zbout Liz. You dqn't have

to really worzy too much about her, she'll alwzaye be ahead of you. I had
worried about us golng off and leaving her in the hospital and she was
sitting walting on the plame when we got there. I talked to General
Clifion, SGeneral Ted Clifton, the top military aide along that day, talked
with him a3 guichly as we got on tha plane und learned at this time that
arrangement had bDeer made £or Mr, Johnson ts be syorn in oa Alr Porce One

thera at Love field, That apparentcly there has n conversation mayhe

RV
]
i
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Saemgeen--Y bellavae T wras zold bermurezn My, Johmszoa and iy, Katzeanbach ok

chat inme, It

wa:3 ths Depuby Litorney Caeneral at was decided among all of
whap that i would be much better paychologleally for the country, the

world, all, for e, Joluson to have taken nls oach of »ffice immedlatuly--

T m2an for hinm to have taken it Lofore we lefr Jallas, althouzh technically

he irmediately becace Preslilent at Mr. Rennedy's daath, But the oath of

office i3 the symbol and it was dacided by those working on this, and I had

nozhing to do with this,  Further I was told that Judge Sara Hughes had

been asked %o come out fo give the oath of offlca and was on her way, Ue

assemblad in the main medting room of Air FPorce Ong2 aand waited until Mrs,
Kannedy and the casket arrived and Kenny 0'Domnell as I recall weant back

into tha Stateroom, thz bhedroom, and got Mrs, Kennedy to come out aad be

for the sw2arling In. And basiecally it was Congressman Thornberry,

3=a0k3, Albar® Thomas, Tack Valeati, Zeneral T1liftna, Mrs, Johnson, and

thay invited four neysmen Irom the news pool to come in and witness thia,

Front £o start with and as w2 hal nore come in I moved

. 3 . -3 e, “
anu miryvEsc Do naysgpen up,

1 ~ DA
Do vou racall who the newsmen werce?

shat Smith was one of them, but I do not--

T hive seern pletezres That were takeun during this period of time when we

gore awalting ifra, Yeanedy®s arrival and all that I have described were

In-egnd T think 3L11 Moyers had just joiaed che group at this time, too,

3111 had been dowm in Austin, like I said earlier, coordinating the dinmer
chas Presiden: Rennady waz to speak in Austia that night; aand when he heard
of che assassination he chartered a plane and flaw up to Dallas, and sent

thar he was if hzs was waanted, And Me.

Johnson iad brougzht hin ia and he then dDacane 2 part of the party; he was
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aok a part of the oiflcial paray sp ountil zhat mormenz, 3ut this {5 2 loaz
way around £0 aasuwer your gqoeosilon ausut the Yenacdy stafli, After the
gwearin: in, and ez, Teasedy setived to the dadrsom, mad the grper
Tannedy s:2aff poeople wera up Sroat in the ailrplauze, and whnn the swearlagy
in was all complezed, ¥r, Joanson zold Cencral ZLifton we were ready to
leave and tc take off: he gave those orders and we did take off, Liz
Splehmsr
Carpenter, Marie and L w2re sltting up froat with the Feanedy staff,
Liz was sitting on my right, iarie was aitting in the row right behind
our row and im th2 seat behind Liz, and immediately after we were airborne
I got Liz and Marie to ze® out their pencils and paper and I dictatéd é-
second-by~second happeaing from the time the first shot was firad wuntil
- we were in the air at thar momeat, to make sure the timing all got into

tir, Johnason's dlary. szain, to your quesiion oa the Zennedy staff, Evelyn

G¥Zomaell gal farry O'ivien were in seats just ahead of us, They all
were jnsi pricd sirichea, wave la = stake of shosl: 1t appeared, a0 om:

va wead about hurd feelings tim ¢ emiazcad

v

2a3 saying aavthiag £ aavovz, I
and all these thilnzz; 7 was there, I acither haeard nor saw any of thewm,

at un afrzer we vere 2irborne, aftar T had dictated theses nokes ko Liz

r
e

and ‘arie and wen: up and squeezed the arm of Jevny C'Doanell, and went
paak aad sat down; naot a word passed between us, 3ut that was it.
ES Jo you vecall any discuzsion or iu ormation regarding the person raiferred

o as the "Sad maa’ who carries the defense iufsrmaiion for the country

and ghat ha was lozt Jor 2 period »f time in Ihie hospital?

: Na, * did ast, Mfaviaz bexn in the Vice Prasident's office, I wasa't fa-illar
with thosa zhings, acd I 412a%z realize unzil 7 vead about it later.
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Ware you ia oa ény of the discussioas or the decisism to uae Air Forece
One or Two or the confusion az to vhere they were, or wao was to go zboaxd?
I way ast. I have understood khat this i3 conceivably a part of the
Ur, Johnson had with Zenay 9'Donnell uad Larry 0'3rien and
concelvably with General Clifton., The judgment scems to have been made
largely on the fact that Alr Force One had certain sophisticated
commmnication equipment that Air Force Two did not have and that if 2 man
he's

is going to be President of the United States got to be in constaant

contact with all elements at his command, If was thought that that was

not entirely possible on Air Force Two., This iz what I've been told, and

a3 I szaid, T had nothing to do--did aot participate in aay discussion,

How was it convayed to you to come to Alr Force One as opposed to Air
Force Tun?t

This 1z what Lem Johns told me vher Jack Valenti and I met him in the hall
Pariiiaad iospital when we were fixing to leave,

specifically said Alr Force Ome?
3aid, "The President left to Sring you on oui,” And we

iove Fileld and he direcued the driver to go to Air Force One.

flight in the book, Dzath 2f a President by

you a3 coming In and out and dictating, as you
have already said, this diary of second~by-sccennd events, to Marie Femer,
and he uses the phrase "in a conspicuous drawl," ladicating that this was

of course par: of the Boston-Auscin polarization, OJould you comment oan

thar?

Dovothy, T would aupnaze chat he was just trying to make his lamguasze a

iittle more colorful or something bacause no oae heard w2 on this, esxcent

€3 me o1 the telephone
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wnd other than that b2 would have ao oaccasion to know whether I had a

drayl or nok, ¥y recollaction my ansther dact »f this, that first hour

ao ona movad:; evexvyone was just sizoing thoere in a sgats 28 shoek to 2
large ex and after about a1 hoar, I 2id get up and zo in the aala

zabin vhere President Johnson was, and spent the rest of the trip thera,
Liz Carpenter was in and out, Maric was in, Liz had started drafting a
short statement to praseat to Mr, Johnson to think abouk making when he
landed at Andrews Alr Porce Base, Bill Moyers likewise started drafting
what ha thought should be said, These statements were presented to HMr,
Johnson gad then Mr, Johnson dictated his own statement, changiag the
words around, Actually his statement was almost a commosite of the two,
On tha: flight back, from the Presideat's cabin lir. Johnson did call

the mozher of President Wennady, Mrs, Qose Meanady, and talked to her,

e
cs

Tere vau present?

-
3

- Y was srasen:s when he talked to ¥rs, Dose Fencedy and told her how grief

icikzea he was this hs 1t als thoughts and prayers wera

1‘1‘
r"'

La
[B Y
33
H -
x:—d
e
(o
o
3
¥
I
m
43
«
131

all «wilth her and hzd a very good woaveraztion with Mrs, Xeanedy.

1e President ar all during the first hour of the f£lishe?

7 3id vou gee tl
: 10,

?:  fe was secluded in this cabin?

<:  That's right, 7h2 Congruossmen were there with him and Seeret Servic nen,
aad Mrs, Johnson,

2:  Yhat Congresazuen?

C:  This was Yomer Thovnberry and 3Brooks, as I recall,

2 Do you have a “uplag wade of convorsations batwzen TLove Fleld and Andrewa

W]
.—
G

-~
lu
29
Q
o
[*]
(%3
L]



LBJ Presidential Library
http://imww.lbjlibrary.org

ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT
Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781]

More on LBJ Library oral histories:
http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

11
Jdould you continue with any Javelopments thaz happened during the aszsad
hour, waat went on.
Az 1 wecall, Uowsthy, tir, Iohnssn had spoken oo Ualzer Jenkias in Washilagkoan,

and as you ramenber about half tie Cablmer was in anothor jot out in the

Bacific; 1n fact they were just leaving Hawali, I balievae, vhen word of tha

aszassinacion reached them, And e, Johnsoa waas passing on instructions

o Walter Jeakins to get the Cabinet rembers that were In Washingtom to
have them assemble at the Executive 0Lfice Building and to pass word on
to the plane out in the Pacific to return at their earlicst moment, and-=-
Mr, Jenkias was still in ¥Washiagton?

Ae yas ie Washington, ~ad I belleve that was malnly it, ¥z landed at

Androws aad ig had been decided to let Mrs. Tennedy and the casket aad

the others zo off firsz in the baclk o tha plane, They had to use a

R LW . . .
nyn::ﬁl. 1ifr to a2%ke the ecaskel dowa, and I rememder Bobby Xennedy, who

was then Attormey Iemeral, came In throuzh the Iront of the airplane,
rushed right through zhe President's compartment; he did 3peak to President
Johagou, but he 1ldn'z zuzry, He woved right on juiekly, weat right to
the ca:ket, and afier the casket wiz loaded in an amdulance, they drove
apay, cheam the Traesident and Mrs, Johason and the party weat dowa the hacsk

L

stews gsvar o the aicrophone and made a statemeat o the nation and the

world, and we got La hoelicopters and weat right over to the White House
grounds and walked around to the Exscutive 0f£fice Buildinsz,
Was there 3 discussion on the £flight, or did people still think in terms

f ehere Seing a comspiracy? And did this influence the Ilmmediacy of the

Well, thoso wus talk obout thez posuibility of comspiracy, but I don't

believe that was the predeoninaca factor in the decisieon to go ahead quickly,
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that someone had pichked

this was the wmain thing that b2 was Jdeteramined in workinz out tihe detailge-
the many detailse=of what he would be doing the next day. The guiding

factor in all this was for the couatry to kaow the natica was in firm and

resolute hands, this on the one haad, and aot £o ba overdoing on the other.
And it was a very tight rope that he had to walk, to make everyone realize

that he was going to move in and take over and yet nst to appear that he

was vushing in just power-zad like a scaveanger that just scoops everything

cut of the way,

?r  There was 3ome trouble upon laading at the Jhite XHouse regarding identifications,
geteinpg In ard ont, Do you recall events azound that?

T Az as=, I don%:z koo shae kind of idoarifiecarion pro&lams; It could
have bzen with the pilsz of the helicopter, 1 doa't know.

r T owrhlulk zids was among M. Johaaon's staff aad they dida't know where to
rapaen, 23 she White lousr ovr thi Tuecutive 2€Lice Bulldiang, Sowme of them
Iida't have idspzificztiss with them, .

e it coyuld havwe heen, T had o prodlem,

?: When you did et to the office-~the Viece President’s office in EOB--what
was done until vou left t3 3o to lir. Johm3oa's home?

a3 Doroithy, T was in 2nd saf 2of this maln office, and as 1 recéll, and 1 oust

nkias was handliang the sch
Mose members
re to visziz with hinm, zad I

Thike Housn sk

was i
« Tho oanly ilcti: calog

1LICReTY,

eiulinz and working of his

of the Cabinst who had remained in

an office down the

e

¥ did hear, he askad

which I 414 Zzo
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sne of the offices from dom the hall and oot iz bask ko hin, This wonan
sesretary from that office came bucl ko ne lazer cryiag., She was a very

cs the effect to

Cw

faithfcl ¥Xennedy staffer, and sho wis saying szouething
me that, ‘e caa't even let the body get cold befare he starts using his

statlonaery,' TIc turned out that what My, Johnson did was orite a letter

in his own handwriting to little Caroline and little John about a brave
wonderful person and great man thelr daddy had been, He wanted o write

t the day of the assassinazion, which thecse letters were later takea and
handed to the Kenredy children,

P: Who was this staffer, do you remember?

@]

I don't remember her name, I just popned in the first office I found open
and got the statiomery. Then I remember ¥Mr, Johmgon alsc talking to Jim
Riley, the head of the Secret 3ervice, brazging on what a great job Rufus

Youngbleod had done and tnﬁling fiim he wanied Zufus cited Zor excepiional

bravery which was done ten days or two weeks latar, From there we went
on-=7 went with Mr, Johuson out to The Ela3 and we-=-
2 Therc was a diuner prepaves, You vere there witk the Jo&asons Bill ¥oyers,

Jack Valenti, ¥r, and Fes, Lusby and Dr, Roarst, Is that correst?

9

F:  You started a minuZe apo ttle Dit on the coaversation, Do you recall

what was discussed in this early »sart of the evenin

e

iTe finished eating zhout eleoven o'alock, This was the first food we'd had

[

since breakfast; no one had deen hungyy, nor cared o eat anything anyway,
Sut to that mwment, and 1t vas a very light dinner that we did eat, light
aurpssely, but we retuved about eleven o'zlozk, Valenti, Hoyers aad I
ware spending the night with the Jonndons, and e 2ach had gone £o our

w Hushys 2ad Zr. Uoawrst had lsfz, sad just as we had gotien
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to our bedrcoma, ¥r, Johuson called and had us cone osn down to his bHadroom,
And we pulled up chairs by the side of ais bed and tal%ed until about three
o'clock in the morning about different things, This wvas mainly'Mr. Johason
talking. Ve were just listening and ccunseling with him, and he did tell
Valenti at that time that he wanted him to take two vears' leave from his
firm, public relations firm in Houston of Weekly and Valenti, and plan on
serving at the White House with him, and he told Moyers that he wanted him
back from the Peace Corps, And he tol# me at this time he wanted me to
plan on moving over to the Democratic Natioral Committee to repraesent his
interests over there, And we talked that night about him talking--a visit
he was to have with President Eisenhower the next day~-and other meetings
were scheduled, thoae who would be in to attend the funeral from foreign
countries, the governors of all the states, and it’s like I wentioned
awhile ago, everythinz was weighed outeewhan I say “yeizhed,' I mean to
make sure that he was walkiag this chalk line not to overdo but yet where

tha people had confidence that he could do the job,

Pr Yere decislons made at this time regarﬂiﬁg Lyndqn Johason's participaticn
in the funeral and the Cabinzet meesiing and the speech td Congress alszo?

2: I don't think thosa decisions weré made at that deej the only additional
decision made was that he was going ¢o loan me three pair of his undervear
and three pairs of his socks, I had just packed for an overnight trip
and was going to be hare at least uatil Thanksgiving, for five days, and
this decision was made about two-thirty in the morning.. He said, "1'1l
just have the girl brisg you in some of my shorts, uandershirts, socks,
and she can buy some new shirtsg,"which I did the next morning, Saturday
morning, went down and bought a couple of naw zulta and had te buy a black
suit-el didn't have a black sult--a3nd some new shirts. T wore his shorts

and undershirz: L5z several year: w.cer tinai,
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E Did you continue to stay at The Llns the following day?
©:  Yes, I stayed there the Ffirst five .days after the assassination, and rode
in with Mr, Johnson each morningz and rode back oul with him 4in the evening,
Usually we went home about nilne-thicrty at nizght, andwe=

Could you give me a kind of day-by~day rundown there of what happened

Tl

those days immediately following=-e-what Lyadon Johnson did?

C: I can't-~Mr, Johnson wag just in a series of meetings with President
Eisenhower, with the former Texan Robert Anderson who was Secretary of the
Treasury uader Mr, Eisechower, He was in contact with leaders all over
the country by telephone and in person., What I was doing most of this
time==we were flooded with telegrams and mail, telepgrams, telephone calls
at first, and then the maill started catching up, And one of my primary
jobs here was to try to identify as many of the telegrams as possible, Ve
had stacks »f telegram§ on avery d¢ask in each room, and I used to spend
hours going through, looking-~because this is one thing Mr. Johnson's always
baen insistent upon-~knowing who had wired or who has written, And many
zines & person would just sign & telegram “Pete,” and {f you know the town
you can almost figure it out. We sa2re trying to figure out many telegzrans
and letters wheras people had sent :them-~the assassination had caught them
off traveling and they'd siga a telegram by their nickname or something
like that., But ¥r, Johason also~--we knew that avery one of these had to
be answered, and I speat a good part of that five days trying to categorize’
and ideatify.

2:  Did you take special care of the ustices to the Yennedy family for condolences?

[}

¢ Those wer2 not dalivered to us., I :ild not see any of those, Thesas were
telegrams and letters dircczed tn che Presidear, Lyndon Johnson, that came

into our category.
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o, T3 that how they made the separation a3 to who they were addressed to?
Ctr I'm sure it was, Dorothy.
2 Do you kunow who was in on that?
C: Vell, thay've got a big White House mail datail, and those are professional
career people, They've served a number of Presidents, and the oaly thing
I ever saw wa3 mail to Mr, Johnson, telegrams,
P: Could you zive an estimate about how much mail did flow into the White

House on those few days?

&y
..

Dorothy, I knew those figures, I don't think I can even trust my memory on
that, But over the period of several weeks, my recollection is that it ran

several hundred thousand, and we had just great stacks of numbers,

)

Why had he gone to see former President Eisenhower so soon?

Well, he didn't go see President Eisenhower, he had President Eisenhower

@]

come viasit with him, Mr, Eisenhower visited with him there in the Vice
President's office in the Ezecutive Office Building and the purpose of it,
I vould preaume, was the bipartisan aspect.to this change of Presidents
and his great feeling that he needed the supnort and help of everybody on
both sides of the aisle and both parties, And additionally Mr, Eisenhower
had served eight years as President and I thiank he, Mr, Johnson, wanted
benefit of his total advice and counsel,

P:  You had spoken about Mr, Johnson trylng to hold this fine line, not offand
any of the Kennedy family. Did he indicate this to the staff members?
Was this continuously on his mind--?

C: o, and I didn't say offend the Kennedy people, Kennedy staff, or Kennedy
family. what I was saying andwhat I say, and this wa3 my belief as far
as the American people were concerned, the American people as you will

recall were greatly shocked and in a great state of grief, and it would
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have been en:ifely conzeivable that.a person taking over under conditions
like tiiias, if he moved too rapidly or anything, that the people generally
would have been offended by it, 11&& he was, like I said a minute ago,
like a scavenger rushing in to just brush everything aside,

Wera those his worda?-

No, these are my words, my evaluation of=e

Did he indicate this to you?

Wo, I think, Dorothy, this aight, and this was the night of November 22,
that we sat and tilked so long, we were talking about the many, many
details of things that needed to be done, the bases that needed to be
touched with foreign governments, with govérnors, with Senators, Congressmen;
mayors, certain things with the Cabinet members, and what I said to you is
what my feeling was of the situation., And I don't recall it ever having
been said there or sgince, |

Did anything occur at this time that latér was to cause some members of

the Rennedy stafr to be upset? _

Not that T know of. You remember during ihis period of time the Presideunt,
I think he did this mainly that Friday evening when he met with the Cabinet,
asking all of them to stay on, that he needed them, and qf course in the
next days, as he had the opportunity to talk with Theodore Sorensen énd
Xenny 0'Donnell and Larry O'Brien, he asked all of them to stay om, he
needed them now as much or more than President Kennedy had needed them,

And I say the liaison with the Xennedy family, and I don't know who that
liaison was, whoever it was dealing with Walter Jenkins, was laying out

the time schedule, when the funeral would be and when this, in order for

¥r, Johason to make his owa plans, when he would speak to the joint sassion

of Congress, And of course as it was laid out, the funeral was oun Monday
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after the Friday assassinatlon and thea Mr, Johason spoke to the joint

@3sion on Wednesday, juat the day before Thanksgiving, The funeral

9]

%]

ervice was of course plaaned to the nth degree and this was done by tha
Keanedy fzmily, You had to have credentiasls to be admitted into the
Cathedral, and these were dalivered from the printer at about five minutes
until eleven and the funeral proceasion was to start at eleven, Walter
Jenkins and I were there representing the Johnsor staff, and I remember
the envelope and the credentials with a black border, They were still,
I say they just arrived'from the printer, they were still hot from having
just been printed. And on the procession from the White House over to
the Cathedral, the heads of all the foreign countrie# were thera, General
deGaulle and the others were going to march, whereas our Secret Service
had practically ordered Mr, Johnson to rida in his car over there, . that
they weren't sure that they ceould protect him at all, that he would be an
open target for further assassination if he marched, and he overroad their
recormandation saylng that 1f deGaulle and the ozhers could march, he
cartainly could take kis chances and march also, Well, his car was
scheduled to be in the prozession behiﬁd those who were marching, As it
turned out, Walter Jenkins, his wife, and I rode~-we had planned on
walking but this car was golng aloag empty so we got in the car and rode
aver tc the Cathedral froum the White Rouse, and we were there for the
servize, Ve left~=Walter and I had to get back to work--we did not get
to accompany the procession out to Arlington Cemetery.

P:  What offices were you cperating ocuc of at this time?

These were the offices in the Executive 0ffice Building. They were

]

offices adjoining the Vice Presidznt’s office in the Executive 0ffice

Building., As I recall it was on the second floor,
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“y
.e

How long did you stay there before vou movad over to the White House?

-

: 1 never 4id lzave thara--i mean uwove oo the Wnlte Housa, I lefr there in

[
.

February of "84 to move over to the Democrati:z Hational Committae, and I
operated from this sulte of offices uatil Februazy,

And when did ¥r., Johrson move lato the White House?

o
oe

My recollection is that Mrs, KXennedy took scmetihing like ten days or two

[

weeks after the funeral to mova from the White House, and I believe the
Johnsons moved in two or three days after that, Back just a seconde-of
éourse Walter, Jack Valenti, Bill iloyers, Ceorge Reedy and I went up with
the President when he spoke to the joint session of Congress oan that
Yadnesday, And then Valenti and T left and flew back to Texgs that evening
aad over that Thanksziving pacxea up our respective families, Valentl in
Houston and I was in Austin, and we flow back together on Sunday, meeting

in Dallag and flew back with cur familiss,

ce

§

Veze you involved ia uny of the arrangements for the Cabinet meeting that
was held?

that would have been done by Valzer Jenkins,

[ @]
a9
ot
P
Q
«

v

call if Lyndon Johuson avideaced any dizturbance over Rebert

u
¥
s
U

i
m

¢t o, I'm not familiar with any of those detaila, T was not there,

g

Did you help on any arrannzements for those attending the address to Congress?

C: Ho, I was just thove,

-]
ce

Maachester credits you with having arraaqged £o have the representational
seating with Mrs, Johason iavolving the liberal intellactuals Schleslnger
with Mayor Wagner froum the blg cities and Sovernor Saaders f£rom the South.

Ut Well, that is cowrect, I :on't think I undarstood your question as you

orizinally placed iz, Fhea we say “arranged,' iz wasa't cxactly arrangement
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we had discussed somewhere along the line, I think maybe on Tuasday, that
thare would be so many seat:s avallable in the balcony with Mrs, Johnson
and that probably what we should try to do is invite key people, key
representative people, to come and sit with her at this speech, I did
talk to Mayor Wagner and Dr, Xenneih Galbraith and with Arthur Schlesinger,
Jr., and I believe maybe Mrs, Johnson called Dr, Galbraith I belicve maybe

I called Schlesinger. I'm not totally sure on thigee

w

Was the purpose to show a representatlonal gatheriag?

C: Yes, and to have a broad based representation there, I belleve that would
be what my recollection of the thinking was,

P: Did this meet with any reaistance?

C: Hot any that I knew about nor know about.

2 Did you encounﬁer during this time any people not wishing to cooperate with

the Johnson takeover?

No, I dida't,

(W]

That's abour all ay questioas on this particularly concentrated period of

td
s

about fiye days, Are there any other things thet cowe to your wiand that
e have not covered?

Z: Mo, not that I zan think of, just juite a trammatic experience, as you would
realize, During World Jar IT, I had Sinclair Lewis?® gon shot down standing
by my side. This was Wells Lewis thal was ralsed by Dorothy Thompson, and
I thought I'd never get over that, but this one of course surpassed that,

and I think we've pretty well covered it here,

g

vy

I'11 just 23k you osne wmore guestion that I think of, Was there any time
in here where ¥r. Johnson--you felt was showing the stress and were worried
about him regarding his heart condition?

X5, I believe thar I didn't say that he was showing stress, I think thaxz

48]
)
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he was probably the strongest one of all of us concerned-~I say "concerned'--

T meuan iavolved., T meantioned thaz I was concernad because he had had a

{2

heart attack, Tais waé a horrible thing he was axpariencing here and the
way the world suddenly dropped on his shoulders this was what I was
concerning myself with, but I do not ﬁecall him ever appeariag to be worn
out ar anything else,

P: Did Mr. Johnéon ever iﬁdicate to you that there were certaln areas where
he lacked information for such a quick succession to the Presidency?

C: No, not to me,

P:  All.right, I'd like to contlnue on now. You did say that you stayed on with
Mr, Johnsonr untill February when you wen: over to the Democratic National

Committee, What yere your--between the months of December, January 3ad

February, what were your functions at that time?

&d
ne

I mainly was ansuwaring mail, taking telephone callsj at that moment during
this period you were calking about, I was‘averaging talking long-distance
a littlz over 100 times a day and dictating 75-100 letters a day,

Z: To whom =2nd on what?

s This iz 3just any calls or wail that were coming in to Mr, Johnson, calls
that were coming in for Walter Jenkins that {falter couldn't handle, that
he was so fawx behind on, and it's just basic staff work, is what I'm

saying, getting these letters prepared for Mr, Johason's signature; many

of them went ouk cver ny signaturze,

Were they 3till in thas form of wishing Mr. Joiinzon success?

aw

3
.

Basically that's correct and you have all forms of inquiries, all forms
of letters; afier a llttle time had lapsed you had people wanting thls job
and that job and wanting some veterans clalm to be higher compensated, and

tha many problems that people have that they write the White House and
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Congressmen aand Senators about that basically was what it was,

#y  Did you see anything that would indicate the slightest harshaess ia the
transferzal of power here?

o I did not observe it, I know nothing about this exéept what I've read in
the Manchaster book and some other books., We hade-I attended--at the
President's request 1 attended a meeting one day over in the swirming pool,
the President’s swimming pool} he had Ted Sorensen there with him and
Secretary Celebresze was there with him, and we acturally coaducted a
conference in the swimming pool. My job was mainly just sitting in -

listening--or swimming and listening, and there were one or two little

occaslons like this that always congeniality prevailed that I saw.

"y

Yhat was the swimming pool meeting about?

(%]
"y

I don't recall the subject. I'm trying to think=-I thirnk it had to do with
the ﬁiming on an cducation bill, Thié would have had to b2en in ecarly
Jaauary‘I suppose, the priority of actua}ly satting, ttemﬁting to set
priorities or think out priorities on the timlag of different bills that
weve golngz o be bafore the Senate, If one was going to pa filibustered

or this or rhar, how quickly needed to get the different bills out. As I
recall, the coanversation that day had tos do with how quickly the education

bill had to be moved,

What were you in attendance? Do you swim well?

C: DNo, and I don't know why I was invited to come over that day. I did have
some knowledge of some of the congressmen and sore of the 1enators,
concelvably a little bit of judgment on political choughts, but other

than that I don't kaow,.

g

During this couple of months do you rermember any anecdotes or events that

particularly come forward in your mind, stand out in your mind?
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o, during this period of time, it was a rather grim--I won't say grim,

(]
te

T doa't mean that, but it was strictly business, Evaryhody was trylang to
get moving, trying to get the many things done that needed to ba done as
far as legislarion waa concerned, This is what was going on at the Waite
Zouse, I was over at the Committece, working-«let me say this, at the
Democratic National Committee when I afrived thera, sec John Balley was
chairman and Dick McGuire, both of these were Kennedy appointees., 1Mr.
Bailey 1s a very capable, knowledgeable political chairman; however, he

* séent most of his time in Connecficut and was down here maybe one or two
days a week and was not interested in the day-to-day details of the
operation of the Committee. This chore was handled by Dick McGuire, who
as Treasurer, in contiolliug the money, he controlled the Committee, and
it was my job to coordinate with him to start thinking about the convention
that would be coming up and the campéign later, The first item that we
had tc settle, which came up about March or April, was on the allocation
of delegates te the convention, This had never been finally agreed to,
A plan had been drawn up that would have penalized some of the Southern
states, would have given extra bonuses to other largef industrial states;
that seemed to we to be out of balanece, As a result of this i spent some
tine on drawing up a new suggestion on tha.way the votes would be allocated,
Yhen I say 'wotes," I'm talking 2bout the Democratic National Convention
and the nominating procedure, And we had a session on this and presentéd
my plaa, At this meeting YValter Jenkins was present preaiding over the
meeting; Ted Sorensen, Xenny 0'Donnell, Larry O'Brien, Dick McGuire were
there; I was there, e thrashed out different points and waved baék and
forth on the proposals, The recommendation that I had made was adoptad,

but in the pride of authership on the part of the others--when I say "others,"
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this was malnly Ted Sovensen, as I recall; it injured him a little bit to
th2 oolat that he was not happy about his plan having been passed up.

#:  ilould you explain the two plaas? ilay I just ask before you do that, had
the allocation been established by the former electinn ia *60 where a
numbér of the Southern states had gone Republican?

Well, as I recall, Dorothy, we didn't have too many of the Southern states

(4]
»e

30 Republican in '60. Of course we did in '64. But unfortunately I've
sotten off on something here that I can't remember the exact details,

Those allocations are very complicated, where so many bonus votes are

given if the state went Democratic the last tiwe, 1f they have a Democcratic
governor, and several other factors, but the general feeling was that the
plan that had been advocatad was not falr and equitéble to the South,
Southwest and what we were trying to do--what I tried to do in wmy plan~-~
was to have fairness and equity for all fifty states, and that just about
boils it down.

>+ wWhat was Sovensen's plaa?

7. Agailn, 7 don't remember the exact details, but sore of the larger industrial
statés were glven additioral bonuses and weighted more heavily than other
3tates, As I recall some of the Zouthern and Southwesternm states had bean
lefr just exactly as they had been, while others were glven additional
bonuses that would tend to have given them moxe advaatage,

P These are the ones that had been Democratic, and would be eligible for these

bonuaes accerding to the Democratic zlective officers in the state?

1]
e

Well, the ones that were going to be eligible for these bomuses, I don't
know that they all went Democratic, or had Democratic govarnors; like the
State of New York did nmot have a Dewmocratic zovernor and they were going

to gat substantially more dalegaies,
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N Tn yvoar opinlon had this been estadblished wiera Jona Xennedy had the most
influence?

3¢ T would think that'’s a fair apopraisal,

?:  And of csurse the basis of the strength would aot be the sane with lir,
Johnson, aad 30 this realigament wouid have to take that into considaration,

Gt  That"s right, T think it could he said, and this is my evaluation, it
could be a8 realignment according to the two iadividuals—-just what the tvo
plans were~~rezalignments accordiag to those two individual personalities,

P: Did you get objections from the former Xennedy staff members?

3 Objections to the point tha; they weres trying to stress why they had draun

the system up that they had,

And, Dorothy, on a political convention of cburse it all happens in a
weak's tine, but there sre many months of plananing that 3o into this and
this was the thing that 2ick Meduirae and I began-tc concern oursalves about,
e started about late April or early lay golng to Atlaatie City cvery
Thursday, de'd go up 2ad zrend the day thefa, check the many thousands
27 we:zails, zhe srogress beinz made, Leonazd leinsch from Atlanta, E.
ztiak siance 1340, has baen the executive director of every Democratic
Hatioaal Corvention, Ta's zhe President of Cox Broadecasting Company; ke
has a vary large busimess in stlantz, and does this more a3 =z hobby than
anythinz else, H2 took oif, I believe from the fixst of March in 1354,
and just moved to Atlantic City and stayed there until the Jonvention was
over on August 28, 1954, And he was tha one that Dick ¥MeGulrve and I chéckéd
with each waek that we went up there, oa the arraagements for housing, and

how the neals were going to be accomaciake

K2
-

3eating

I

rrangenents, the

credentials, aA2d so we vers working oo rhis and tinls sace time we wera

P
10

baginning ts concarn oursalves with the carpaign--it was just arourd gha

s
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28 Did iir, Johnson give you any specifiec directions regarding the arrangements

ag Atlantie City?

vt
“e

ﬁ§, the only thiang~~I remember we were flyiny back from Atlantic ity ona
night; thz New Jersey‘democrats had had a fun§~raising dinner in Atlantic
City about May and Mr. Johnson was principal speaker aad we were flying
.back that night on Air Force One and Chairman [Joha] Bailey was sitting
next to the President gnd Mr, Johnson said, "Johg, my goodness, how in the
world did you ever select Atlantic City? It's the most unavailable, out-
of-tha-way place," And Chalrman Bailey Said, “Just one reason, I was
told to." ?President Kennedy had told Chairman Bailey where he wanted the
'64 convention and that's the reason it was there., The dates and site
had already been selectad before the assassination--this was selected in
Aagust of '63.

Did you have anather gaestion oa the convention?

I3
')

I was goingz to ask if you ware invelved in fuand raising?

e

o, No, this was Dick MeGuire's job., He had the President's Club and this
was an idea of hila that had come into fruition Haek in 1952 under President
Yeanedy and zontiaued on very succesafully. This was handling the financing
of the Lemocratic Hational Committee operation, OF course, a convaeazion

is very costly and McGuire had come uvp with the coavention book. I was
told zhat something like a million and a half dollars was netted from the
ads sold in thia book, and then the @ity of Atlan:ig City and the State of
New Jersey had ziven the Democratic Nationael Cormittee six hundred and
fifry thousand dsllars and on our final ascounting we 3till had to pay
about=ewe wera still about one hundred thousand dollaras short paying for
the conventioa that we had to take out of Dempcratic Mational Commitiee

fuads,.
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Jas there anywhere near that much in the trezxsury at that point?

g
.
-

Ci

Well, at that particular point, and we're talking about Septemberw-~this
final accounting came after the convention, 3eptember-October--that was
during the campaign, and of course money was ebbing and flowiang at that

time and I don't remember when they got that bill paid, I balieve I was

told that ir was paid along about October.

g

ar

Did you go with Mr, Johnson or help in the arrangements in these campaign
swings?

No, I didn't, I don't believe I accompanied him on any of the trips. Let

(@

me take a few seconds to tell you here adout the campaign because at this
time the campaign and convention are interspersed; we're talking about May,
Juae, July of '64 and we had to be working on both of them at the éame
time, I started worrying, just wantad to get a job done, I say "“worry"
because the polls were showing Mr. Johnson with a very high rating and we
felt very zonfidenit, I feit very confident, but I always like to see a
campaign orzanized correctly, axecuted correctly, and it did not secem to

me at the Democratiz National Committee we wers getting these things dona.
I had asked for a meeting with Dick MeGuire and Renuy 0'Donnell-eit was
generally coacaded that Xenay 0'Donnell was the top political man around

to handle the campaign--and we would have a date set and 0'"Donnell dida't
show up, than we would talk a couple days later and he's day, Well,
everythiag's coming along fine, we'll get around to it one of theae days.™
It finally got to a point, where I told McGuire, I falt like we just had

to go anead and move forward and that when O'Donunell was ready I suppase
he'dé come on, but that we couldn't wait in my opinion. So in July of '54
McGuire and I selected seven men to work with us on a regional, organizational

basis, and we got thesz gentlemen in and assigned certain geographical
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areas, ¥21l, the fifzy states were broken down into seven ragions,

"
R

Do you racall these paople?

Yes, 1'm going to start up on the @ask coast because that wias our firse

region, Bill [william Len] Dunfey apd 3lair Lee--

[N
T

What were these men's background or qualifications? Did they have o be
from the araa?
C: Yell, they were from the aresa, and most of thcﬁ had good, strong, politiecal
backgrounds also., Dunfey was from Hew Hampshire, He handled the New
Eagland states, dowa to and including New York State., Blair Lee is from
Maryland, State Serator here now, lives out in Bethesda, and heAhandled
Pennsylvania and down; 3ill [Hiram Wilks] Braowley haadled a good portion
of the Southern states, 2ill waa from South Carolina origiuﬁlly; and
Ivan [srneld] Yestingan who was the Under Soczretary of HEW at that time.
He toék leave from hiz work and handled the Hi&weét. e had Joha Singletoi_
from ilouston, Back on Nestingen, he was from Wiscomsin originally, had
baen vary active in Me. Zennedy's primary out there; aﬁd had been brought
in by the Zeanady pespls and‘apéointcd Under Secretary of HIY,

John Singleton from Houston handled the Southwestern region and thea
Culp Xrueger from El Cémyo, Texas, who was State 3enator at that time,
handled what we called the Rocky llountain region, Irvin Hoff, formerly
of Washington State, handled the Pacific Loast region for us, Hoff used
to be Senaror Warren Mazauson's administrative asaistant; he's located hers.
in Vashingtoa nov.

3ut those were our seven reglonal adminlstrators and we had Johany
Crooker, Jr,, present chairman of the Civil Acronautics Board, who served
25 my assistaat on this. I.headed up this regional organization, and,

Dorothy, what I did, I advisad the state chairmen in all che Fifty states
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29

who thelr ragional coordinator waz, and this man would be wor»ivg +Ath

tham at the convention., e aad uotean thase vezioaal csovdinators to
come ia n=2arly a month ahead of tha coaventilba, and they stayod igat hare

Washiug

.

pebs
&)

on and they started workirg then by teleshone with each of the
states that they later would be 2oordinating with, Arrangements at

Atlantic City, their hotel rooms, worked it out to where when the convention
came along they were daily in conﬁa:t with the people from their states.

Also we wére able to make plana and get a lot accomplished at the convention

by virtue of the fact that we knew who our nominee was goingz to be and we'd

get so much organizational work done ahead of time that we could hit the

road runnling immediately after the convention and not have to spend the oo
next month organlzinz, M:Sulre and I set up workshops that started every
morning at eight o'elock at the coanvenzlon and we usually had aine or ten
states in, Ve had ninz or ten special subjects to ba covered, on how to

handle public relations, how to ragister, how f£o do the most effective work,
Befors the convention?
%o, at tha2 coanveniion. 3ut I lad into this by these regional coosrdiaators.

{They] were therz and would atzend with each of thelr stales as they wera

]

chaduled to go theough thase workshops, Ino most fastancesz through these
workshops i3 where a state coordinator was pickad: wasan't necessarily the
state chairman, T£ you had two United 3tates Demoeratlc Senators and a
Democratic governor, those thrae, plus a state chailrman, would end up
nicking someone to handlc the campalpgn in zheir particular state, The
main point 2nd purpose of all thiz sas for the perople from theae states
tn kaow vhat we had avallabla and were going to have avallable, what the
campiign matarials ware, what we were going to hava, and at the same tima

for th? regisnal coordinatows zo gar om 3 very clo:e first-name basis with
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7’ ra
the state coordinators, with rha governmor, with tha senators, to know all

the lkey political people who would ba working ia the campaizn in cach of

their respeciive states,

o ol
s

And the zsrengths of the Democracic candidares within the state?

"C:  Yes, 7This makesa it so ruch eazler.. Locer when one of these regional
coordinators would call out to the State of Iowa, he would know who he
was talking to and they'd know who they were talking to., But it helped
mesh our organization, actually firmed it up; from these workshops, we
were able to move right out, and the regional coordinators during the
convention were backstagze, We had a litrle booth for ecach one of them that
had telephones out to talk to the people from his states, talk to them out
on the floor, talk to the chailrman of each state delegation in his region.
And we also had 2 telephone set up where I cculd punch 2 button and talk
to all Fifty state chailrmen at oae time, ¥We had red and white lights on
a telephone by the chairman's s2at of each delegation,

?:  This would be the state chairman who could be the state coordinator, but

not necezaarily,

That'z right, And it wasn't necessarily the state coordinator, it was

[
as

whoaver was the chaltman of the delegation, It might be a state chairman,
mizht be a national committeeman, might be 2 govermor, but we had gone
over these instructions with them ahead of time, 1In fact, we had one dry
run to practize how to use the telephone before the convention actually
spaned,

7. pid you have any problems with i¢?

S: He, no, If the red light flashel that meant that the regional coordinator
wanked to talk to thom backstage; or they in furn could talk to him, they

zouid buzz him, %Yhen they picked up their telaphone his lighkt buzzad
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baskstaze, if they had a question they wanted to ask a regional coordinator,
They could talk to him or he could talk out to them, Then I had 2 coansole
L could punch by button and the white light would come on and all fifty of

the delagations, where I could talk to all of them at one time,

v

Did you have occasion to use this?

C: ©No, it didn't come up. I've been through coaventions before and the main
problem that you always have i3 lack of communication or brezkdown in
communication; as I mentioned in one of our earlier sessions when we were
txying to use little walkie-taikie radios, we failed miserabiy._ But we

had comunications throuzhout on this,

hd

Was this necessary in order to inform delegates of positions on various

1ssues?

(%]
.e

No, it turmed out it wasn't necessary at all, Thera were a lot of things
we didn't know and this is a case where it's much better to be prepared

than to get caught short,

“

You've been described as the communications man at the convention. You

s

[

also had control of ifour TV networks--the monltors--another lire to the
Democratic:iidtional Committee, one to the White House, plus the ome to all
your rezional coordinators which also could reach all the state chairmen.

Why all this, and how was this used?

Ca
e

Well, let?s go back and look at them as you've emmerated them, -

{Znd of tape)
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INTERVIEWER ;s CLIFTON C. CARTEZ (ra
IWIERVIEWYZR: DOR0OTHY PIERTE

(tnd of Fourth Intervizw and also the Pifth Intervies [October 30, 1363])

hl

s On the TV monitors the place that T 2ucupled was right neut to Leonard
Reinsch, who I mentioned earlier was Executive Director., ILeonard is a
profassional TV man, and these were monitors that were actually in front
of him; I was seated at the same desk, so to speak, aand this was a case,

. I think, of where he was trying to make sure he knew what was going on

and how 1t was coming out, how it was going out to the nation, He had
gone to great pains to eliminate a walkway and area back of the Speaker
where so many times as you're watching a conventionw«I cite this as one
quick example of what Reinach's executive ability and knowledge in his
field-~he eliminated any arsa where people‘could gather and be back of
whemevar was being focused on at that time and spesking., This was his
command post where he sat to wakch to see that things were going like
they ware supposed to ba., Now I did not have a telephone to the White
House, I had telephones to regional coordinators, as you said, and back-
staze we 4id have televislon sets zolng on in esch room.
“ou mentioned sowething else there,
P; A line to the DNC, Democratic National Committee,
2+ Well, we concelvably did have, but all the Democratic National Committee
staff were in Atlantle City and we would havye had no one to talk to back
here, "e did have a line where some of our staff members in advance up
there used zo call and talk, but zhils was before the convention started.
We did have a'switchboard, a Damocratic M¥ational Committee switchboard,

but I'm sure 1%t was 3zill in existence at that tima.
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P: Did you have any way of cutting off the delegates or the chairman's
microphone?
Cr I did not.

ja¥]

Did anybody?

(9]
0

There's bound to have been some coartvol, Dorothy, on that. I can only
think that this was part of Leonard Relnsch's operation,

?: How were the TV monltors used?

C: They were just used to‘watch to see what was going on,
* P: From the stan&poinz of what television viewers were viewing or-~~

C: That's right, what the networks, how the different ones were covering éhe

speakers or whoever else they might be talking to. -

)
-y

Why waa this done?

This wasn't done from my standpoint, as I said a minute ago. I csan only

(@]

think that ¥r, Reinsch i3 the one who had them installed, and I can only
think that he wanted to make sure that he knew what was going out by the
three networks so he could make his own evaluatioa. How good a coverage
the convention was getting, or other details along this line,

?:  Did you have occastfon to talk to Mr, Johnaon while you were in this
poaition of comminications man?

C: Ho. Vo, I dida't talk to the White House at any time when I was in
Atlantic Clty,

?: Did you talk to some of the immediate staff members of Mr. Johnson?

Not at the White House, Walter Jenkins was in Atlantic City, and from

r
a.e

time to time--I say "time to time'-~daily I was in coantact with Walter
Jenkina,
?:  Did you have occasion to speak to some of the--yell, let's begin with the

regional coordinators backstage, and what were youxr coaversations about?
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C: Dorothy, I doa’t remember talking to them anywore than just trylng out

the equipment to make sure that it worked; and frankly after the opening
sesslon I spent practically no time out at this pirticular location;
usually I had Johnny Crooker 3it there, There was another fellow that
worked with us who worked with Crooker and shared some of thias time, Dave
Clark, and I don't think I spent more than maybe five minutes 2 night out
there after the opening night,

P: And this very complex ccmmunications arrangement was not even used very much?

C: It was used very little, practically not at all.

P: Would you say, in the most recent convention in '68 where there was much

more of a fight for the nomination that this would have come into more play?

l@]
e

I thiank it would have, Of course from what I recad in the paper and have
heard about the '63 conventian; I think they probably limited it to the
different candidatas to how mueh telephonic equipment they could put in

and these things.

I
.e

In other words, it's much more simplified when the nominee is the incumbent

President?

!
..

It sure is, It sure is, and simnce you asked the original question on this,.
I've heea running through my mind trying to think, I believe the only

call T got was from a member of the South Dakota delegation that was
disturbed over the seating of the Misaisslppi delegation or wanted to
express nhis opilnion on how the Missigsippl delegatlon seatiag should be

arranged, And I balieve that that's the only call that I got,

I,
LX)

And what was the decision on that?
g+ Yell, you recall the credantials committee were seating two members of the
Mississippl Freedom Democratlc Party, Dr., Aaron Henry and some other

gentlerman I don't remember, but they were seatad along with the regular
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Mlszissippl delegation, The regular dalegation was requived to take a
loyalty oath--or am oath of affirmation, I believe thay chaagzed it to.
Maay of them went home refusiang to do that, but these two mewbers of the
Miasissippl Freedom Democratic Party were seated, But that was done by
the Credentials Cormittee, approve& by the full conventien,

P: It has been saidrthat one of the reasons for this communications network
was to hold the Southern delegates in line and not reject the first
Southern president in over a hundred years. Could yau‘cbmment oan that?

* C: Well, I know nothing about that, Dorothy. We had Governor Carl Sanders
of Georgia and Governor [Johan] Connally of Texas working-ewere very close

friends-~and were working with all these states,

o

Was there much worry about this prior to the convention?

)

Ho.

(&)

)

ve

Do you know 1if Mr, Johnson arranged for Alabama to yield to Texas for the

nomination?

0

et

W9, I sure don't,

v
e

Did you help in the arrangements for 3mathers, Sovernor Smathers, Senator

[George] “mathers to second Hubert Iumphrey?

(@]
on

Yo, I did not,
?:  iere you appraisad of elther one of these situvatlions regarding the nomination

of Mr. Johnson and the seconding of Mr, Humphrey?

[

No, I doa't recall, Dorothy, Alabama doing it, I suppose since you said

it here that's correct, but I doa't recall, There was such total unmanimity
ag faxr as all the delegations and states were concerned in regard to the
sregidential nomination there was no problem along this lina, If Alabama
had been asked it would only have been, I suppose, because they are first on

the 1ist. I would feel sure that the President--1 don't know in fact.
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Sogsion Five

@: e, Cavter, this is our £ifth session, I would like to pick up here and

| briafly go back to some of the szratezy prior to the zonveation and in
particular go into what has been called the Bobby Kennedy problem as the
vice presidential candidate, Was Robert Xeanedy in the runaing for Vice
Prasident, in your‘opiniOu?

C: Dorothy, I don't know that you'd call it "the Bobby problem.” I think
1t'd have to be considered an attempt to select the strongest possible
running mate as vice presidential.uominee, and it goes back.. It doesn't
start in July or August, the period of time we've 'just baen talking about,
but this goes back to the spring, early spring of '64. Remember at this
time I'm over at the National Committee talking sixty to seventy-five times
a day long distance on the phone, either calls that I initiated or came
ia to me, Most of them were calls coming in, from state chairmen, national
committeemen, committeewomen, governors, senators and congregsmen, And
along the line there, the general gist of most of these conversationsiwere
that 30dby Kennedy should not be the ruﬁniug mate with Mr., Johnson in 1954
as the vice presidential nominee,

ell, it was part of my job, I felt, to trausmit what you might ecall
political intelligence or grasa roots feeling, z fealing from out across
the country, This I did transmit to Walter Jenkins, and all of my
conversations with the White House when I transmitted information were
alwayé with Walter, Along in the spring, 1like I just said, I told him
two or three times the expressions that had been sent forth to me, or had
been ziven to me, and had suggested that someone ought to talk to Attorney
Zaneral Xennedy and let hinm know that he was probably not going to fit

iato the picture, And I understood, I'd say late spring, I understood
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this had been domne, 3ut there continuéd to be what, in my opinion, waere
self-starting movements in New Hampshire, Wiscoasin, Califoraia.

On the tweaty-se:ﬁnd of July, 19564, Dick McGuire and I presented a
memorandum to Walter Jenkins suggesting that the time had come that the
“regident was going £o have to personally talk to Attorney General Xober:
¥ennedy and tell him he was not going to be the nominee and let it be
known publicly that he had told him, It was our opinlon, unless it was
made public, you would continue to have self-starting movements trying
to ride in on the sympathy, the Xennedy sympathy for J. F. Kennedy at
that time,

On . the twenty~ainth of July the Presidenﬁ announced that he had told
the Cabinet and Ambassador [Adlai] Stevenson that men he daily worked with
would not be considered for the vice Presidential nominese,

You call these speculations on Robert Kennady self~-starting, There was a

3
e

charge that the New Hampshire primary was staged by Keunedy people, and
that the Democratic chalrman there, Hugh Bounds, tried to stop it on

srders from the DNZ, Democratic Fational Committee,

%)
s

Wall, Dorothy, you den't ordar a state chajirman to do anything, Bounds
called a number of times upset on the situation and was reporting, telling
me more of what was going oa out there, He wasn't asking for instructions,
Iaitiative or action taken out there was mainly on thelr part, but he did
call me a number of times quite upset over the situation, . He felt like

his authority was being usurped to a degree by outsiders and was quite

distressed about i, but remember all these people are volunteers and you

don't order anybody to do anything.

v

Did you think that Xennedy supporters were attempting to stage a draft call

for Reanedy as Vize Presidant?
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]

rd
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[®]

Ca

..

7
Yea, I d4id., B3ome of his supporters, of course, a man~-I must say this Ia
fairness--any candidate or potential candidate does not have total control
of his supporters; he's always got some supportaers that want him o do a
lot more than hefs willing to do ov beyond,
Do you think Robert Kennedy wanted it?
I don't know, Dorothy. I don't know what went through his mind., I never
had any conversations with him on it, I would just presume, or I'll say
it was my feeling, that he was not unhappy about some of the publicity he
got out of some of thase movements,
Did you feel any pressure from former members of the John Kennedy staff--
Salinger, Buady, O'Brien, O'Donneil-~for placing Robert Xennedy on the
ticket?
Ho, no, there was aone. I would think that most of them were pretty much
in accord with the thoughf that he should not be the nominee. I think {f
he had personally gotten out on a stump and had tried to mzke a move, I
don't think they would have opposed it., 3But I'm not of the opinion that
the ones you name, X'm not of the opinion they were trying to push him for
it or really felt like he ought to be there,

Do you think My, Johnson was in the lsast bit fearful or concerned of

<y

seing forced to salect Robert Xeunedy as his running mate?

Well, I don't kaow what went through his miad, but I doan't know that he
was any more conzerned about Bobby Yennedy than anybody else, but this is
an area where a President needs to have an open, full, loose hand in the
selection of a running mate because they have to work together, They
have to be very compatible pair and have to have the sare vicws along

many lines, and I think at this partlcular juncture this would not have

been true between Xz, Jfohnson and Sobby Kennedy.



LBJ Presidential Library ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT More on LBJ Library oral histories:

http:/www.lbjlibrary.org Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781] http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh
3
?: Did you arrange with former Illinois Jenator Lucas to persuade nine count

Demgaratic shalirmen {n Souchern Illiaois to sipn a pledge that the Prealdenkt

@ould have a free choice of picking his ruaning mate?

[ @]
T

Ho. Jenator Lucas, Senator 3cott Lucas did this and showed me after it
was all over, came by and showed e the resolutioan that he'd wrikcen and
gotten this group of people to adopt, which {ncidentally was a very good
resclution, A

P: It dida't receive any prior judgment by the HNational Democratic Committee?
C: No. This was something Senator Lucas did strictly on his own.

P: Did you then take this resolution and send it around the country to key
politicians in order to get it passed in May at the MMidvest Democratic
Conference ia Des Moinea?

T didn't send it around; I was there, I took 1t with me and showed it to

Q
ae

Covernoyr Hzrold Hughes of Towa and others who were muning that conference,
They asked-~lat wme back up and say that I had ig in my pocket and they
told re unofficially, I say “‘unofficially,” out of session, that they
wanzaed the conference to adopt sowething alonz this line, I said, ™lell,
I've got 3 copy of the Lucas memorandum in ay pocket,” which they took aand
adopted preity wmuch verbatim,

?:  Was there much realitance to this at the conference?

2: I doa't believe that there was any reaistance. I don't recall any.

7:.  You spoke also of showing it to Governor Hughes of Mew Jersey?

C: Yes. I said Governor Jarold Huzhes of Iowa and that's correct on that one,

but I did show 1t also &0 Governor Dick Hughes of XNew Jersey.

(3%

In a later Atlantiz Ciry trip prisr to the convention?

R
Ve

o, Governer Tuzhes was in ay offlice visziting; I was not in Atlantic City

at rhe tine,
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».  What was his reactlon to this resolufion?

Cs Ha thought it w#s excellenz,

2:  And did.his delagation subscride o it,; aad halde Islaad, T balileve--

n: I don't know about Rhode Island, and I don't reomember what Mew Jarsey did,
I believe that they did adopt that vesolution or one very similar to lt.

P: Was there to your knowladge any other members of the Cabinet consldered?

C: I don't know any that were coasidered,

P: Was [Eusene] McCarthy misled oa his vice presidential possibilitiea, to
create a contest with Hubert Humphrey?

C: Of course I don't know all the things that were said or convgrsaticns, but

I would not be of the opinion that he was misled, I think, and this is oy

personal feeling, I think that there were possibly three people that were

at one time or another considered, at least differeat ones of us talked'

about, and Senator McCarthy was in that three,

g
S

Who were the thrae?

(]
.e

Senatoc [Thomas] Dodd and 3eznator Humphray.
i You were desaribed as being on Team E of the Damocratic Hatlcnal Committee.

It was in Theodore White's Making of the Presideat, 1964--with Bailey,

0'Donnell, C'3rien~=

Dorothy, 1 don't know what Team E 1s; I've never heard of that. You

[®]

rmentionad that the other day quickly in passing; I've never heard of that,
let me tell you a grcup we did have meet every morniang; if I may, let me
digress a second and go back, As we neantioned before, the longest period
of time we're talking about is July-August of '64., We had simultaneoua
avents of planning going on and simulianeous svaats at the convention and
in the cémpaign to follow,

I mentioned tha other day to you about setting up the ragional
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coordinator setup and all of this, This was both to do with the coavention
and mainly with the campalgn organization so we could zet to running
immediately after the convention,

Now az the convention, I'm talking about, about the fifteenth éf
July, we bagan to encounter difficulties on our housing requirements and
great numbers of these things, And it happened that Marﬁin Watson and
Blake Gillen of Austin were up here attending a White House luncheon just
at that time, and at the luacheon I asked them to come over and visit with
me at the National Committee that afternoon and they did, I asked thém
to take a couple of days off énd go up to Atlantic Clty and try to give us
a hand in getting the housing situation straightened out. Mrs, Betty
Harris had been put in.charge of it and the thing had gotten out of hand;
something, some way things were not working out as they should, Marvin
and Blake azreed to do this, aand it énded up they never did go home until
after the convention was over with., They both did a magnificent job on
the hoﬁsing and other details that we subsequently assigned to them to
halp get worked out, working with lLeonard Reinsch there.
T This catised quite a furor, the housing shortage, How did that happen? How
did it come abhout?

Well, Dorothy, it gets to be a very complex situatlon when you get into

(9]

housing, In a city like Atlantic City which will list 14,000 available
rooms, to use a3 an example, maybe 5,000 of those rooms have no bath, have -
no air conditioning, have no lavatory, everything i{s down the hall, and it
would have to be listed as gubstandard living accommodations, You have
that from one standpoint, From the other standooint you have, of course,
In Atlantic City the big auditorium that could seat over 26,000 people for

the convention, which i3 much larger than an space the Democratic National




LBJ Presidential Library ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT More on LBJ Library oral histories:
http://www.lbjlibrary.org Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781] http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

11

Commitiee aver attended before, That ran up a greater requiremeant for
housing and a 1o£ of people, of course, as we've bacome a nmore affluen;
society, so maay more people now want one or two or three bedroom suites,
they're not satisfied with just having a good room diymore. You're always
linited on that., Your additlonal factors are that you have your media
networks there, whose employees are unlon people, and under their union
contracts they can refuse to work unless they're furnished first-class
rooms with air conditioning; this is all in their coatract, We had to seﬁ
aside literally thousanda of rooms for TV-radio technicians that probably
should have been used by the various state delegationa, What I'm saying,
as you can tell from this, it gets to be a very complex situation, and in
addition to all of this as we talked about the other day, we had more
delegates and more alternates to the '64 comvention that previously attended.

Let me just say cne thought on that, that I'm not sure I made totally
clear the other day, that I hope as you type this up, this some way can be
put back in and amended., I want to speak just for a quick second on the
allozation of delégates. It was my evaluation, back at thae time I looked
over the »roposed change in allocations, that the press and the public
would picture this, would print it as being punative to the South. This
was a way that 3orensen and the others proposed to change the delegate
allocations, And what we changed, what we ended up changing it to, was
fair and equitable in our minds, a fair and equitable situation to all
fifty states. That was the only reason though for the change,

But these were the problems, Dorothy, that we had on the housing,
items I mentioned, plus the fact thar Dick McGuire who handled the
President’s Club was inviticg in all the members of the Presideat's Club

for various functlons there, a clam bake and various things to help make
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all of them feel closer to the Decocratic party. 0So we had to have rooms

far them In addittion to all the delegates, TV-radis techalcians and

‘newspaper paople and all,

What group complained most vigorously of all?

I don't know who couplained the most, Many of the problems got straightened
out,. Thare were some of the different state delegations that sent their
housing chairman up maybe in laterJuly or early August to see what had been
set aside for them well ahead of time, and there were complaints then that
endaed up getting straightened out, I‘m sure there were still some complaints
but I don't remember what thay were. I believe, ny recollectién is that
Marvin Watson did a very fine job of getting all this worked out almost
totally to everyone'a satisfaction.

Since Mr, Watson stayed on, what did his capacity become?

Well, he stayed on throﬁgh the convention. You zémember hack at this

time he was the State Democratic Chairman of Texas, and he went back to
Texa3 right after the convention was over,

Whet was hils capacity dnringbthe‘convention? I r2an, he had only come to
brizfly aild you and then he did stay on, Was he assigned responsibilities?
Of course, he had the Texas delegsation there; he took over his duties when
they arrived at the coavention of handling the Texas delegation as state
chairman, and I don't remember anything in particular except belng available
to help see thaiz the convention weat off like iz was Supposedvto.

Was much time given prisr to the comveation to the question of the nced of

a Roman Catholic on the ticket to balance it?

Well, I doa't know how rmuch time was given, OF course that's one of the
factors that you always put in the hopper tg weizh out, You start off firat

wizh abililty, and then geographical locatien, prabably raligion comes in
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T

hara, but I think it basically is--

?:  This was to appeal to Ioanedy supporters?

<
a4

Well, not thining about Xennedy supporters, bui what you always try to

do on 2 ticket is try to make 1t well balanced with ability, with views,

with geoszraphical location, the -—andidate's home state, religion and

anything else you can think of; naticnality.

Pt After the President's July announcement regacding that no Cabinet member
would be uader cons-deration for Vice President, did the Kennedy "Irish
ﬁafia" then support Hubert Humparey?

C: Well, no, I don't believa they supported aayone at this time, because

everyona recognizéd, everyone working on this, recognized that it had to

end up being the President®s selection. I don’t recall any of them speakiﬁg

out in bhehalf of anybady. I suppose they each had their own personal choice,

but what I'nm sdying.is thers was n2 concertéd affyrt to abttempt to push

sormaone off on the President, The President did talkk to me zbout this,

2]

and knooing the var he oporates, I'm sure before he arrives at a judgment
he talks %o a greaf mumber of peosle, and I just would know~-~I should say
Y dom't kaow--char he talked to Renny O'Donnell, I feel he talked
to Valter Jenkins, I feel he talked to Dick MceCuire, I feel he talked to

all these people to get their judgment, their thoughts on vho would be a

strong yunning mate.

i Lid you hear of any response from Robert Xeanedy or hils staff after this
announcenent was node?

S: No, I didn'r, exzcept vhat I read in the paper, zad that was just where
he said he apologized to all the other cablaet members for caking them
over the side of the boat with him, dut that's all I know.

?:  Whaen did you become zware that Fubert Humphrey had been dacided on a3 ths

running mate?
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7+ Dorathy, I éidn't kno» it uatil he flew into Atlanfic Ciliy, which X
baliewn wasa on YVednezday evening,

Ty And until that time the possgibiliries of MzCarthy and Dodd were still

very walid?

4

e In ry opinion they were probabdly still being considered,
Let me comment one bit further on the convention, to pratty wall

closz this up; it's just a little item., For all the years that I've been
associated with Mr. Johnson we h#ve been trying to have some dinner, some
big event, homoring hi: birthday which is August 27, and each year--and
I'm talking about through the fifties and carly part of the sixties, we
would-~vhen I say e 18 talking about staff and friends--try to think
up some event, try to do something. We'd always be told by the President
or $y someone else that this is the last week before Labor Day and all our
friends are off taking thelr last little bdit of wvacation before getting
their children back in 2:heol and not the appropriate time; and of course
e didn't ser the time for this conventién, thls was set a year ahead of
time, in August of "53, 3ut as it rturned out the Thursday night, the final
night of that comvention was the President's birthday, August 27, so we
~ere abls at long la3c to stage a bdig celebration honoring his birthday,
somathing we'd thought zbout and tried to do for nearly fifteen or so years
Sefore that,

?:  Could you tell me a little bit about the occasion?

L3

Well, of course he made his aczeptance speech that night along with the

(%]
-n

Vice President and we had 2 gala celebratlon, menhers of the President's
Club and delezates, and they had a tremendous firaworks diaplay out in the
ocean, This was stazed off a barge well out from the beach; it went on

for Lwenty to thirty miautes, something l1ilke this, It had the Amerizan
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£lag and L3J and a plczure of WMy, JSohason and Yappy Birthday and these
thingsz., It was a very grand atffair, I stood thare and watehed it cut
the window and would turn and wakel 1t on television chat T had geing
also, and it came acéoss very good,

But finishing up the convention, the noxt morning Mr. Johason spoke
to a meeting of the Democratic National Committee and vrged them all to
get back home and get to work, and he left anﬁ want to Texas, And when
the couvention was over we had our campaign organization completely fitted
out and organized and had these training schools I mentioned the last
session, and by Labor Day'we were already rolling pretty good,

Trying to anticlpate campaign material is always'a problem; I've
gone through it many times before. You never have them where you need
them, when you need them, So we'd put together a catalogue and had these
materials displayed in the catalogues, trying‘to encourage the states to
go ahead and place their orders and buy their materials., These materials
were complete with gverytbing excapt who the vice presidential nominee
was zoing to be, We had 30 much of it alrveady fixed for lr, Johnsca=-All
the Way with L3J, and these things--we had the molds at the different
factories set up wherz they qulckly could vlace i'r, Humphrey's picture in
there. e had held it open, we didn't know who it was going to be. But
this was done withia a week's time, Ve had bumper stickers and everything
out avallable,

Did youvalready have casts or molds of the three potential people available?
Mo, T doa't think they'd goane that far, It doesn't take them very long to
get this done, so I don't believe anything was done alongz that line,

But to speak of campaign material just a sz2cond further, a number of

the states did buy suppliea, Thay were timid about svpplies; states arve
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always siort of monev, After thres or four wecks, of coursa, people out
in the states wera complaining they &idn't have any supplies, and even
though we reminded them that they had a chaace =0 order and buy; they're
so used to a national headquarterc sending thom supplies free they were
reluctant to buy, so we put on a specilal if they would buy so many we'd
give them so many free, Still each time that Mr, Johnson or Mr. Humphrey
or some of the others would make a§pearances across the country, they'd
always come back saying these people are out of bumper stickers or they
don't have~-., So toward the end of the campaign, say during the month-
of Octoder, we finally got to the point where we were issuing these
supnliea free, just send them out as much as we could get credit from
printers aad what have you to let us send out, We would hit that point
every now and then waere g2'd ﬁave to stop and get some money to get some
of thesa bilis paid before they'd lat us have any wmore.
Mr, Carter, was this a new apsroach to sell ca=paizn material instead of
parceling it out among the states?
1t wasa't anything partizularly rew, Dorothy. They've tried it over the
years, at least I've always been ou the other end of the thing., Down at
a state or county headquarters basis, we've always had to buy our material,
We did in '60, UWe had to send money to Washington then to buy the Xennedy-
Johnson campaign material, and this runs into a slzeable item; we're talking
about three to five or six million dollars, and there are many economies
that can be effected by having them mass produced in one place, or by
buying ina quantity. The quantity discount is what I'm trying to say.
This i3 what we were trying to do; effect these aconomies, If you have
ren million bumper stickars printed at one place you get a much better

arice than if you have 75,020 printed in one clcy and 100,007 in another
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cley, and like tals, 3ut we needed this additlonmal financial help £rom
the atazes; let thea try to pay tuclr owa way,

Dz What prodlems came up during the '34 campaign and what was the strategy?

T Let me mention a couple of things here. As I said a minute ago before I
digreased a bit, ve were completely organized, we did move right out from
Labor Day on, We had Jim Rowe who was in charge of our Citizen's Committee
groups, wnich is a nécessary adjunct to any campaign, and yet is one that
causes many headaches, Jim Rowe and his staff did a great job on this.
[Buell] Craig Raupe handled our ethnic groups and did a great job; with
Louis Martin coordinating all the various groups, and we get down to this
Group E that you were talking about on these morning sessions. Ve used‘
to have this meeting at nine o'clock every morning in Chairman Bailey's
office, These meetings were presidad over by Kenny G’Donnell,‘fhe official
campaign chairman,

I want to tell you about a service we had developed, because it relateé
to a degree to these meetings that we had, UWe set up an all night news
service whers men worked through the aight collecking infofmation on
everything that Mr, [Barry] CGoldwater and Congressman 311l Miller, the
Republican vice presidential nominee at éhat time, things that they had
said, thetlr night speeches, that other Republican$>had said that should
be called to the President’s attentlion, Also nzws items, how Mr. Johnson's
speeches, utterences or releases were carried across the country, Not only -
did we have this on radio-taleviglona, but we had reporters in about fifty
major clties that would call in during the night and report what placement
in the paper Mr, Johmsan's gpeech zot, It gave us an immediate picture of
what was golng on across the country, This sgrvice was worked out to

where nimeographed sheets would be finished and delivered to the White House
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at seven-thirty, where this was immediately available to the President
each morning as he awakened, This was the latest political intelligence,
news coverage that was being given. Also we had where Mr. Goldwater, Mr.
Miller were going to speak that day, what advance. We had a distribution
on this to the White House and the White House staff, Cabinet members, and
of course Vice President Humphrey and his staff, and maybe about ten members
of the Democratic National Committee, As we sat down each morning at
nine o'clock, this was the first thing we did, Most of us would try to
read it before we got in there at nine o'clock, We would discuss the
situation, what had transpired in the past twenty-four hours, where Mr,
Goldwater was going to be that day and the next twenty~-four hours, and of
course we had friends traveling with Mr. Goldwater in his traveling camp,
his entourage there, that also would daily let us know what Mr. Goldwater's
thoughts were, what he was upset about when he was confronted with such
and such a sign or such and such an ad in the paper, what upset him,

P: Were these in effect your spies? |

C: They weren't our spies, but they were our friends traveling with the news
media group. They were people that apparently a number of these evenings,
traveling by plane or train or what have you, at the end of thé ‘day Mr,
Goldwater would sit down and relax with or talk with, And these reports
would come in as to what he was disturbed with--

P: For capitalization the next day.

C: We would manage to, if he were going to be in Cheyenne, Wyoming, the next
day or two days from now, we would see that an ad was placed in the paper
along the lines which upset him,

P: Who was this?

C: What do you mean, who was this?
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P: The traveling news people that passed on the information,

C: These were different individuals, Dorothy, TI'd rather--I think I'd better
protect their identity,

P: You could place a restriction on it,

C: Well, the main one was Everett Collier, editor of the Houston Chronicle
today, and we had others that were long-time friends that traveled with
the Republican nominee and kept us pretty well posted as to what was going
on,

P: Was this a new approach, this political intelligence?

C: I'm inclined to think this overnight political intelligence report was,
It carried coverage--usually it was one-two-three sentence synopsis~-of
what, say the cabinet members, if they'd been out making speeches, what
they had said or done. 1If the speeches were carried in the paper, what
emphasis was given to what they had said, as well as reporting editorial
comments from papers all across the country,

P: Were there any other techniques involved that sort of kept the opposition
off balance?

C: I don't think of it offhand, We were coordinating the schedules of all
the cabinet members and the presidential appointtes, who are péfmitted to
make political speeches, those who can speak without violating the Hatch
Act, This is the Secretary, the Under Secretary, the four or five Assistant
Secretaries, Actually, it doesn't boil down to a whole lot who can get
out and speak; approximately fifty at that time that we were using, And
we did through the use of IBM computers try to keep track of where everybody
was going and try to help them schedule their appearances and help coordinate
speeches, The main purpose of this, of course, was to make sure that we

didn't have nine cabinet members all appear in Tulsa, Oklahoma, at the same



LBJ Presidential Library ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT More on LBJ Library oral histories:
http://www.lbjlibrary.org . Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781] ) http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

20

time, and we were trying to make sure that the country as a whole was
well covered, Just naturally thers wers some areas that some cabinet
.members were more popular than other wmembers, and we tried to schedule
these people to the points of thelr streagth.

?: Which cabinet member was most effecilve?

C: Y don't know. It'd be hard to say. They were all very good., This did
not include Secretary Mclamara. The four that were precluded were Secretary
[Robert] McMamara; Secretary [Douglas] Dillon, Treasury Secretary; Nick

Ratzenbach, the Attorney Genmeral; Secretary [Dean] Rusk,

wJ

These were not included? ,
C: Those gentlemen did not make what you would call campaign speeches; they

were not scheduled.

Joed
e

Yhy?

&
.o

Well, thev were in sensltive areas-=-the Defense Department, State Department,
Treasury, Justice Department-=they just should not be asked to get out and
make partisan political speeches. At that moment we only had ten cabinet
officesa, so we usad elght others. Since thét time, of course, two cabinet
positions have been added, Traasportation and HUD,

We had this operation of the Democratic National Committee, thase
morning sessions, and you asked at one time who attended these ﬁeetings—-
Kenany O'Donnell, Chairman Balley, argaret Price, the vice chairman of the
Democratic National Committee, and Louis Martin, who was in charge of our
ethanlc division., Mike Feldman attended most of them, Dick McGuire, me,
and I balieve that's about it, Oh, Bill Connell or Bob Short, usually
Bob Short from the Vice President's office, Our work was on that particular
phase of tha campaign, Operating simultaneously with that you had the

White House scheduling Mr, Johnson. They handle their own speechwriting
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and all this, of course; they handled all their own. Now we, through the
halp of Bob Short and Cene Foley working for lr. Humphrey, did coordinate
his schedule with Mr, Johnson's schedule, and we had Mrs., Johnson's and
Mrs, Humphrey's schedules to coordinate, Again, as we were talking about
on cabinet members awhile ago, we got maxicmm benefit of their travels
and eliminated as much duplication as posasible.

P: ‘Any other techniques or strategles?

C: No, to get on down to October. I'1l just mention a couple of things in
October, We wera rolling along according to all indications in excellent
shape, and we had cut back on some of our expenditures, our recommended
expenditures I shéuld say. We had the firm of Doyle, Dane and Bernbach,
and T remember one particular item. They had literally thousands of
billboards across the country scheduled and we were having=--Dick McSuire
was having a tough time paying bills as it was, and this time was deleted
from their éuggestion and the thinking here was we were having such a

tough time with moneyw-

v
s

HWay?

(]

These thiags just co9t so much money, just costs so much money to pay for

every:hing,

g

You weren't being able o, with an incumbent President rumning, collect
substantial funds?

Well, they collected pretty good money, but it still was costing a

(]

considarable amount, I don't know what kind of figures we're talking
about. I just know we were always short, What we were trying to weigh
out at one time-~and I szy 'we,” this now boils down to Xenny 0'Donnell,
Dick MeGulre, 311l Moyers, this group--and we were thinking about the

overall campaign progress. We were all quite coafident of victory and
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the question was how much overkill would be involved, We had a meeting
one day with the Preslident in which Moyers advocited about a million airvety
or aporoximately two million dollars expenditure on televiaion spots, This
was to be spent the last two or three weeks of the campaign, All of us
spoke against this; however, lMoyers' view prevailed with the President, and
it was agreed to go aheéd and do this, Of course, thése TV spots, additional
programs, did do a magnificent job. We did have one session on that.
Yas this in order to build the Johnson mandate? You spcke of the overkille-
it was,
Well, that was oﬁr opinion, but of course when you're a candidate rumnning
for election or reelection, second place doesn't count, and it's always
better in your figuring to overdc than to slightly underdo. I just think
that probably the prevailing thinking there was not to take any chaace of
anything going awry; we had it within cur grasp, if we didn't let it slip
away, not to vaderdo everything, Now along in Qctober also Larry 0O'3rien
joived with us, Of course he had been buéy witha the Congress and various
legislatiye matters, and at this time we agsigned Larry to go out and hold
ragional meetings across the country to see how things wers going and send
back his evaluationm of what the various state leaders, campaign coordinators
and what have you, told him, He did a very good job 1in letting us know
how things were going,

Dorothy, that's all I have on the campaign to the minute unless you've
got sorme quastions thera,
I do, You indicated that there wasn't any doubt of Lyndon Johnson winaning
the election; was there anticipation of how larze he would win it as he d1d?
The pradictions that came in from our 3tate coordinators were pretty close

to what the eventual results were. Going back to my regional coordirator
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system that I'd mentloned to you, down to the state coordirator systen,
I put up a prize of a sult of clothes fo the state coordinator who cculd
baaz guess, or would come the closest to the perceatage that his state
would end up, and this little contest ganerated much interest and enthusiasm,
We had wonderful participation on it., The state coordinator from Mianesota
piéked the figure of 64 percent, and I think Mianesota was 63.9 or 65.1;
he missed it one tenth of a point,
Who was that?
State senator out there, Hick something, Of course, Senmator Fritz (Walter P.)
Mondale--Senator now, he was the Attorney General then~e-was working very
closely with Nick, his last name siips my mind ar thia second, 3Buk we
kad flva state coordinators who were within oas percentage point from what
their state came out, A couple of the Southern states thought they possibly
were going to win, a couple of them we lost, but othex than that all the
states came out very close to the percentage poiant that their state coordinators
had guessed,
Were you under any pressara to "win it biz" and carry a lot of Democratic
candidates with you with the idea of passing a lot of the legislation tﬁat
Johason wanted to--
¥o, I never did feel any pressure along this lin=, I'd say we were not
ummindful that if Mr, Johnson won bilg and large it would be a good, clear
mandate on the one hand and additionally bring in marginal senators and
congressmen with us, which 29 you recall it did bring in forty-six
congressmen~--forty~six freshman congressmen elected,
Yare there any problems along the lines of thes=2 Democratic marginal
candldates that come to mind?
ilo, we set out the aext year to work with them, which I'm going to tell you

about in just a oinute,
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What do you consider was the key factor or major undoing of Goldwater?
I think it was a combination of factors; I think tha American people
were very pleasad with the way Mr, Johnson had taken hqld and was ruﬁning
the country, and he was enjoying a very fine image and reputation and
feeling arong the people, that he was a strong man doing a very good job.
Couversely you had Senator Goldwater saying that he waated to do away
with the TVA and Social Security a2nd you might as well take the New England
states and saw them off and shove them out in the Atlantic Ocean and
spending the next three days expiaining what he really sald, and his talk
of the atomic bomb, and Just a ccombination of these things as I recall.
In fact it got to a point where nearly anything he sald he was stickiag

his foot in his mouth, just all these factors,

 What were your views of Chalrman Balley?

Well, Dorothy, I set forth part of that the other day, The ghairman is a
very able, astute p&litician. He's been stat2 chairman in Connecticut

for something In excess of twenty years, Over that period of time he had
come to “now all the top politicians across the country, had beea to many
conventions, many confereaces with him, very able man like I mentioned

the other day., He has a very lucrative law practice in Hartford, and hes

had been left considerable monies.. At his age I don't think he was
particularly interested in worrying about day-to-day details of operation.
He was--I'11 say this-~he was very loyal to Mr. Joanson; he was éut there

by President Xennedy, but never to this day see or hear or neaxd of anything
that he had ever done that was contrary to total loyalty to Mr, Johmson.. .
Were there any pockets of resistanée in the Denmocratic Party? Not necessarily
oaly to the candidate but his position, platform on the major issues'of

the day?
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No, not that I can recall, I think everybody just joined in, I don't
recall amy seriocu3 problams--any problems that we had,
If you have no other comments on the zctual election, I would like to
continue on to your activitles and responsibilities in the Democratic
National Committee from ‘64 to '65.
Let me.just say this. On election night, of course Mr., Johnson, Mra,
Johnson and the group were down in Austin, and we--Dick McGuire and I-~had
sat up at the Democratic Natiomal Headquarters and we'd get reports in,
We had our regional coordinators thére and the reports would come from
all the fifty states. We had--thils is very similar to the '60 election
I was telling you about--we had a very elaborate sétuﬁ--arrangements--on
getting veports in, but it turned out television was getting it in much
faster than we were, finally justc abandoned our efforta at being futile,
e were in contact, but I did not talk to Mr. Johnson this time, we vere
in contact with the suite down in Ausiini I believe the Jim Hogg sulte
wa3 used for this celebration and awalting the returns and we were in
constant coatact there, but by nine or ten o'clock that night it was all
over aund we ceased our state-by-state operation,
Was there any extra effort exerted in Texas for fear that Mr. Johnson might
lose his own state?
Well, I don't think any extra effort, over and above the fact just intense
pride and the desire to see he did carry Texas,
Thers was apeculation that he might not.
Derothy, I didn't read that--I wasn't aware of it. I never did worry about
it. On that election, I say about tem o'clock Dick McGuire and Y signed
off with the Auatin group and wer= going over to the Mayflower Hotel to

joln a celebration there, and we first weat by George Washington Hospital
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and visitad Walter Jenkins and spen: about thirty minutes with him then
on to the Mayflowar, Bu: we feolt Walter had had 3o much in helping
everybody get organizaed and dolng everything we wanted to vislt with hinm

firse,

o

Mr,., Carter, how long have vou knowyn Walter Jenkina?

I first met Walter when we were both attending The University of Texas,

(]
"

1938~~and I've known him ever since then, worksd with him over a period
of years when I worked as a volunteer; I worked immediately under him

when I was on Mr, Johnson's staff,

rg

Did the unfortunate incident in connection with Mr, Jenkins have aay reaction
during the campaign in regard to a compromise of security?

C: Well, this was a poilnt Mr, Goldwater tried to make, but the American people
dida't buy thai, and I don't thiank it iafluenced a half-dozen votas, because
everjone had read or knew of Walter's great loyalty to Mr. Johason, and he's
such a great citizen that I thiak people realized this, They knew--I mean
they felt that there was no breach of security, and of course as you recall
Mr., Johnson had thaz FRI check this and report back to him and check everybody

else in the campaign, on the staff, everybody connscted,

€3
by

Was theve any effort to keep this from belng reported in the newspapers?

(@]

I don't know, Dorothy. I have read some speculation in the papers, but I

know nothing about that,

'

To what did you attribute this happening to Mz, Jenkins?

[
ve

Dorothy, I don't know., Of course I Zon't know what happened, I know what
I read in the papers, but I kanow that the man was working from eighteen to
twenty hours a day and carrying more burdens than any £ive or six of the
rast of us were doing., I just know that he must have been a very tired-~

had to have been tirade-very tired man,
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- ?: Do you think what you read in the papera deszribiag the event was true?

C: T doa't know. He's been oy friend, and I certainly glve him the benefit
of any doubdbt on anything,

P: To continue with election aight, do you recall aay other events that
happened or what had taken plage?

C: Well, just one othef thing., I joined my wife and we stayed a short tiwe
at the Mayflower and then went on home and continued to watch election
results. About two o'clock in the moraing, Mr. Johuson called and thanked
me for my part in helping on the conventione==I m2an the campaign--ard this
points up another one of his outstanding traits, Dorothy, of never forgetting
little details like this., With all the things he had on his mind he could
have better spent his time, no doubt, calling somebody else or doing something
elsz, but he was thoughtful enough to call and thank me and he aud_Mrs.
Johnson are both most thoughtful,

We had a situation happen the next year where my wife's father died
and Wrs, Johnson--this was October 3, 1935, the day Mrs., Johnsoa had been
to Yew Yorlk to meet thé Pope, and az quickly as the} got back fiom tew
York Mr3, Johnaon callad Mary Jane ia Rerrville, Texas, and talked to her
twenty minutes expressing her sympathy over the death of Mary Jane's daddy,
Yhat I'm saying is it epltomizes very great feelings for those who work
with them,

Aad I'11 go back to the campaign for just a second--along in October,’
I had a terrible back problem, I got to whera I could hardly walk, and
Mrs, Johnson learned of this~e=this was the fifteenth or sixteenth of
October. She called me from Texas and sald she was sending Dr. Janet
Travell to check me over, and Dr. Travell had me come to the White IHouse

evary wmoraing for the rest of the campalgn where she worked on my back
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and goz me back to walking without a limp and got me where I could work,

At the hospital they wanted to put me in traction, and I told them I
wouldn't do that, I mention thase little instances jusﬁ to show-=-and

there are maay more I could tell you-=and I know they've done this for

all their staff members, fhis is one;éf the additional reasons that noae
of the staff members have been concerned about working extra hours, rather
- just try to get a good job done for those that care about you.

P: Do you remember any anecdotes of something that struck you funny or unusual

during the campaign or election night?

(@]

No, not really, not anything that relates to these items,

g

.’

Then 1'd like to go on to your activities in the Democratic National Committee
from *64 to '66 when you did leave the Committee. Could you tell me briefly

what your responsibilities were.

Q
.

Saveral factors hera, several items, One, we had to go through a cutting
down of the Committee; during the campaign we builtvup to where we had

over four hundred people working there, and we had-ewell, I had the personnel
director‘draw up a readjustment plan to take effect’immediately after the
election, had him draw that up in September by October what we would be
cutting back to. So during the months of November and December, we did

have those readjustments to make at the Committee, Now working with these
forty-six new congressmen, I believe there were five of six new senators;
December 9, 1964, we had a speclal conference back in Washington and we

gent round-trip airpiana tickets to all these people-=congressmen, senatorse-
asking them to come in and we had a day-long session orientating them to
Washington, many things to do with the Coﬁgress. e ended up meeting with
Vice President-elect Humphrey that evening, but we had books prepared for

them~=~back up a second--we had spent the last three weeks of Octohbar, our
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gtaff had, of visiting with the top peopla on the Hill--Speaker !McCormack,
Congrassman Boggs, differvent ones--this losse-leaf book that we presented
each newly-2lected member with hac the equivaleant of asboul ten to twelve
years experience in that book if they would just follow suggestions made,
What we were trying to do is help them to hit the road runuing on-~thay
started right off. A number of these men had never bazen to Washington;
this was their filrst trip to Washiagton,

P: Was this a new approach. I don't recall hearing any other Presidential--

C: I don't recall it ever having been done by the Democrats befoxre, but~=~

2 In your opinion has it proved to be effective?

G:  Well, that and thea our follow~up. we had--thils was the first step in a
series of programs that we developed for these congreasmen and senators,
We had in this book-~well, it was very much detalled~-any kind of problem
that they had come up we had listed the persoag a2nd the telenhone mmber
t§ call, sample letters oa how to respond to comstitueats aad in case all
else failed,vcallvthe Cormittee and we'd advise with them; and also in
Janunry, wmid-January, we had a sesslon 8at up for the wives of the new
congressmen., We had Mrs, Johnson, Mrs, Humphrey; Margaret Price, the wives
of Carl Albert and others paasing on littls helpful hiats to the wives
of these freshman congresamen; Yhat eventz to expect and ways they could
be of help to their husband in getting reelected., As a matter of factk,
go back to the December 9 meeting, I opened that saasion with about a
thirty-second talk saylng, "Thia is December 9, 1364, but what we're talking
about right now is 1966; you've got to start thinking ahout 1966 right now.
That*s the wholsa purpose and polnt of this meeting.”

During the spring of '65 we used to have meotiags every Thursday

morning starting at elght o'clock and would spend twenty minutes individually




LBJ Presidential Library ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT More on LBJ Library oral histories:
http://www.lbjlibrary.org Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781] http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

30
with each of these Congreasmen, e scheduled and would have them come in
and would review the prograss they were making, the projects in their

1

districts, fiand out what they were iaterested in, and we had speechwriters
who would help them write speeches if neceasary, would help them write
their weekly newsletter back home, would help them with film clips for
television, e iastalled another new service there where aaytime a
Congressman or Senator were to make a release to his home town radlo, he'd
pick up the phone and call the Cemocratic National Committee where it was
recorded and then we 1# turn would call all the radio stations in his
district and give them this recording. We did the same thing for the
press releases, We had telegraphic connections with newspapers acfoss

the country where Senators or Congressmen would send a press release, and
we'd put it on telegraph and send it direct into the newspaper office.

Ve also developed our computer system more than we previously used., At

no charge to these congressmen we fixed tapes for their malling listsg
many of them had 100,000 to 150,020 names c¢n their mailing list, They
would write their newsletter, send thelr eavelopes éown to the Natlonal
Committee, and we'd run it through the computer and have all these addreased
for them, And we were processing many thousanda of pleces of mail for
theas Congressmen, This was during the year of '§5, trying to get them
off strong with their constituents back home to where they could be
reelected,

tiho is considered the shining light, or the most potential Congressean

g

that came in with this group of forry~six?

That's hard to say. I suppose that Lee Hamilton from Indiana was probably

3

one of the guiding lights~~very zopa--but there were a number of other zood
osnes, Lee was reelected quite easily in '66; maay of these others fatled

in reelection in '35,
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P: Were yoﬁ still with the Committee for that '66 election?

C: MNo. 1In '65—-jus£ following ﬁp '65, we had felt like this was the main
effort that the Committee ought to make, and I say "we'-~I'm speaking of
Dick McCulre and mysélf?-and through the year of '65 Dick continued as
Treasurer and I was serving aé his Ezecutive Director of the Democratiec:
National Committee, and we felt like we had a successful year, Dick
resigned in December of '65, aand Arthur Krimm toock over as Financial
Diractor of the Democratic Committee, I had the title cf Acting Treasurer
only because someone had to sign checks, |

?: Were you involved in fund raiaing at this time, or is there much done between
electionsa?

C: Ch, there's always fund raising, but Arthur Krimm actually took over the
supervision of fund raising, but McGulre served through December 31, 1955,
and starting '65 Arthur Xrimm was the financiale«he didn't want to be
elected Treasurer-~hs took the title of Flnancial Chairman, Of course
during '66 we continued to work with these congressmen, You could detect
some of them were beginmning to show a little independence or not necessarily
wanting to cooperate with the Committese, In '65 they were all for it with
anything which they could learn or get, but after they'd been here a little
bit they weren't quite as cooperative. You'd just feel this in the different
conferences, Then came July; I had asked-~see, I had 2 resignation pending
at all times~=-I had asked several times, I mentioned before, to be relieved
and late July of '65 I had a conference one day with the President and
Marvin Watson, and it was agreed that ny resignation would be accepted
as quickly as we could find someone to recomrend to take my place; or to
work ovar at tha Committee, And so my reaignation was accepted as of the
thirty~-£first of August of 1966, and I left to go back into private business

and open my own business,
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J
*n

Did you want to resign?

Dorothy, IL've got a wife and five children., 1'm not exactly a youngster

5]

anymore, aad if I was ever going to be able to possess any worldly goods,
it was time for me to move, Additionally, a person should not try to make
a carser cut of serviag any national political party. Service there I'm
convincad needs to be on a transitory basis, I'd spent two and a half
years there, and although it had been most enjoya&le, it was time for me
to move on,

' P: VWhy do you think it should be on a tramsitory basis?

C: TWell, you need constantly new blood, new ideas; you get in a rut, and you
just~e=it's just not a place for a persom to make a career, bﬁt out of tha
approximate thirty years--nearly thirty yearse-gince I first met Mr.
Johnson, and I say to you, 1t'svbeen a great source of pleasure to me having
had the opportunity to work with him and around him and to have been associlated
with him, I'm very pleased over it, proud of the fact that I got the
opportunity, and through political work like this you learn a lot yoﬁ
wouldn't have learned otherwise, but you also have the oppprtunity to meet
some of the greatest people that you'll ever know in your life and afforda
you many opportunities that otherwise would have been missed,

P Do any events strongly stand out in your mind during your tenure with the

Democratic National Committee?

(#]

No. I just think that I suppose the greatest enjoyment was getting the
*64 campaign organized and see everything work so well and for Mr, Johnson
to be elected as well as he was by the greatest figure any President has
ever been elected, and a thiny like this, if you could have had just a
little hand in some part of it, you can't help but feel a little bit good

ab:)ut ita
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P:  Mr, Carter, have you seen the Prasident recently?

C: “Yes, Dorothy, I saw him last month, Saptember.

g
ow

What was the oceasion?

[@]
'

Just purely a personal visit., My youngest daughter about the last two
years has been giving me a fit to get to see the President personally, She
said, "I've seen him on television, seen his plctures," and she's eight
years old now and she wanted to go to his office, so we went over and had
a visit with the President, We spent approximately férty minutes togzther

* just visiting,

g

Did you have any suspicion that Lyndon Johnson would decline a second term

as he did on March 31 of this year?

C: Dorothy, I wouldn't say I had a suspiciaﬁ, and ¥ must add quickly that I
didn't know anything that this was going to be in his speech, but I guess
1t¥s one of those things you feel after a long~time association. At five
o'clozk on the aftecrnoon of the March 31 speech, I was sitting with ry
wife and we were speculating on what might be covered in his speech that
night, and I wrote three topics down, the third of which was announcing
that he was not going to be a candidate for reelection. by wife didn't
believe me then, and she sat crying in total disbelief when he stated it
that night, |

P: Why did you think tha:t he might not run?

C: I don't know that I can really tell you why, Dorothy., I just~-through the

early months of this year I catch myself like you with a friend, you put

yourself in his position, you get a terrible war ta try to settle and winm,
and you get peaceniks giving you a fit on the other hand, and people that
had been beneficiaries of many of the things that you, as President, had

done for them that were now raising cane about this or that and putting
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myself in his positioa I used to mwef myself jnzt coming back where 3
number of times I thought there's ns way out exzept just not run for

reelaction,

{(End of Tapa 5)
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IMNTERVIEWEE: CLIFTON C, CARTER (Tape #6)

INTEBRVIEWER: DOROTHY PIEREE

Wednesday, QOctober 30, 1963, 3:15 P.M.

Mr, Carter, there have been several things writtem regarding the Johnson
treatment of his staff men, Is Mr. Johnson a\hard man to work for?
Dorothy,. a part of it goes back to, in my mind, what we--I think I mentioned
the first day we talked that I classify him as a perfectionist, He wants
the very best done by hmself and all those associated with him, and he
does get the very best out of you--the very best youw can do, whatever your
individual limited capacity may be. He does inspire and expect the best -
from you. It used toc be my feeling that none of ué were ever as good or

as bad as he told us we were at times. 1It's soxnething. you learn over a
period of time in working with him.

Did you ever incur his wrath when you failled to meet his standards?

There were times when he wasn't happy ovar something that I did. Particularly
whan you're in the learning stage, you make a number of mistakes. But also
he was very tolerant at other times when things went awry or didn’t work
out just exactly as they should have.

Did these occasions occur in g public dressing down?

No, I don't recall having ever received any such public dressing dowm. Ixi
fact, any time things didn't go exactly right it was more a case of
constructive criticism, and this would be stated to you in front of other
staff members or what have you, or it would be stated to other staff
members in front of you. 3ut actually each of these times you learned

something so as not to do it again, not to have that same thing happen again.
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P: There has been a considerably larga turnover in Mr. Johnaon's staff men.
To what would you attribute this? |

C: lhere do you mean~~a large turnover?

?:  In his close staff,

C; You're talking about at the White House, Let's go back a second to the
twenty-four years before that., You have people still there now that were
with him for that twenty-four years. With the exception of Walter Jemkins.
You've got Mildred Stegall and Juamita Roberts., But these that you're

' talking about, I presume, left during the days of the White House. Dorothy,
you work under a tremendous amommt of pressure just by virtue of the job,
and what people need to do is-~they just need to move on because the very
nature of the job, even when you've worked eighteen-twenty hours a day,
six~-seven days a week, you stiil go home worried that you've laeft things
undone thaﬁ will affect the lives of many people, or the welfare, or
well-being, and all of thesa people have families. Ygu get to a point
where you worry about have you ignored your childrem in growing up; have
you not done mauy of the things that you should have done as a father or
husband; and you spend many hours wondering where the balance i3 betwaen

public service and your obligations as a parent-father-husband,

i

)

Would you comment on Mr, Johnson's relatioms with his staff and their
service to him, such as in the case of Reedy and Valenti and Moyars?

¢: Well, all of them—--those that you mentioned and others ghat have served
there with him--have been very capable, very qualified people and have
rendered outstanding services to Mr. Johnson. He has always had his owm
way of compensating and thanking and showing his areas of appraclatiom,

I doubt that anyome alive has more compassion and more appreciation and more
gratefulness than lfr, Johnson does, and I include Mrs, Johnson with that,

for services rendered.
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P: Have any frictlons developed between his staff over a close work
relationship with him?

¢: Not that I know of, Dorothy.

o

It's said at this point in time that Mr. Johnson is an unpopular President,
and there's a great furor over the credibility gap. How has this
happened?

C: Dorxothy, I dom't know that I'm qualified.or capable to answer the questioms
on the credibility gap., I read this, and I'm not sure frankly that I know
what they're talking about part of the time, But just an observation

here that'll be a partial response to your question. I think the advent
of more television news coverage has changed politics as we have known 1it,
I think it has changed our every day life as we've known it. I read the
other day in a columm, I think Marquis Childs' columm, and I'm inclined

to agree with this, that many of your TV producers are people who've been
trained in the entertaimment business and not necessarily in the news
business, and as they £lip from one camera to the other, they're looking
more for something that's going to be spic§~and try to make news rather
than objectively report the news, as one who has been thoroughly trained

in journalism and as newspapers normally do. I think that, again, as
we-=thia is an overall observation--again as we have Decome a more affluent
society, and each day Qe ara doing better, everybody's doing better and

of course this is what we want, People are making more money, working

less hours, having more disposable cash to buy the third automobile and

the boat and the trailer and extra television set, and these things, to
where there is5 more leisure time, more time spent at the beaches or at the
lake. As a reault of this, I don't believe that people ars reading books,

magazines, and newspapers as much as conceivably they used to, and they're
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relying more on television as their quick capsule information. When you
end up having views, as yow and I have seen, that have been ataged for a
television £ilm, and when you have these shotz from the war as almost you
were sitting right there, 1 think all of this has tended to make this a
very unpopular war. And I think all of this--I think Mr. Johnson has been
the unfortunate victim of this.

P: Would you attribute thils unpopularity to the issues, to his personality,
or to the fact of his being a President from tha South?

c: I wouldﬁ't attribute it to any one of the three. I think 1t's strictly
that he’s President at the time a very unpopular war 1s being conducted,

I have traveled around the country and in my talks with govermors and
senators and local political leaders over the last year-and-=a-half or so,
this 1s the first thing that comes up every time.

P:  Looking back now, how would you characterize the early Johnson of the
Senate days?

C: Well, I don't think r2ally the Senate days were any different than his days
in Congress. That weaty-four year period he was a very hardeworking man
who worked; he helped many pecple over that perifod of time, other Congressmen,
Senators; he had a very able, hard-working, capable staff that supported
him and backed hin up. The big thing--he did his homework well., He burned
a lot of midnight cil., A lot of times when others were sleeping, he was
working trying to anticipate what the problems of tomorrow would be, whera
he could take action rather than react after something was already doﬁe.
it was just a case of a matural born leader bocuncing to the top like the
cork dces,

P: Over his career, do you think he sacrificed any of his own principles for

the consensus opinion, say, going from liberal to comservative or
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to liberal, or middle-of~-the road?

No. Dorothy, those terms~-that categorization is iargely done by writers
and it depends on what particuiar item you!re talking about, And I'm
talking about politics gemerally now, You can have a man that's quite
liheral on civil righets that would be considered conservative on fiscal
matters or others., And it just depends on how someone wants to write them
up, or how it's depicted, I think that the enviromment, the background
from which Mr, Jolmson came, predicted~-could have been predicted thirty

or forty years ago exactly what course he would take when doing the greatest
amount for the greatest mmber of people., He has tried to be a Congressman,
a Senator, a Vice Presidemt, President, for all the people, and you have

to take into account that there are plant owners as well as the laboring
people and vice versa, that there ara those of the various ethnic and
minority groups and that their rights have to ba looked after, at the same
tine not taking away rights of others. I think that when the history of
his Administration is written that his many groat accomplishments will
point out just what I'm saying.

Do you see any similarities between the earliest Johnson that you kunew

and President Johnson? This making a break in between all of your long
association with him--thinking back to your ecarliest recollection and as
you see him today.

Yes, I do, I think there has been pretty much a heavy thread of continuity
right straight through from the opening day you talk about to today., Of
course, President Rcosavalt was one of his great idols. As you recall, in
1937 he ran on a Roosevelt platform; he was the only one that was all for
Doosevelt. And many of the programs that he has supported and many of the

prozrams that he sponsored as President have been populace programs., I
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believe in his firse session of Congress he and only one other Texzan voted
for the first minimwn pay scale; it was 25¢ an houar at that time, I think
he was the only ona that survived i, as I rocall, But none of the other
Texans even voted for 25¢ an hour minimum pay wage.

B Mr. Carter, do you have any further comments on Lyndon Johnson and hils career,
or any evants that we have covered over these numerous tapes?

C: No, I think we've about covered {t, Dorothy. Let ma compliment you on the

. very fine job you've done, and your patilence. I know that I've rambled

a good little bit here and have gone the field conceivably in trying to get
to part qf this, but it has been a pleasure getting to work with you, and
I think I've said about everything ¥ can. I live In the firm belief
that the historiams will greatly record and well accord much to Mr. Johnson
and this Adminlstration,

P: Thank you, Mr. Carter.

- Y ate ol
T o L E
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INTERVIEWEE: CLIFTON C. CARTER (Tape #7)

INTERVIEWER: DOROTHY PIERCE MC SWEENY
Tuesday, March 25, 1969, 3:15 P.M.

M: This is a contimuation of the interview with Clifton Cafter. We are in
his offices on Connecticut Avenue, Today is Tuesday, March 25, 1969.

Mr. Carter, we've had a gap of several months between our last
interview and this one. I know tha; after we had concluded the last one,
you mentioned that you had forgotten about telling about the Anstral;an
trip in 1966. This was in October of '66, and it was one of the first
Presidential trips that Mr. Johnson made; it was an extensive trip, some
seventeen days and many, many thousands of miles. I'd like to just sort
of ask you generally what your capacity was and what the problems were of
a Presidential trip, and what events happened and what significant
highlights of events come to mind. |

C; Thank you, Dorothy, it's good to get to visit with you again. Before I
get off into the Australian trip-~I, of course, have thought about our
previous recording sessions, One of the things that I think that my wife
and I get a big kick out of over the period of time that the Johnsons
were in the White House--we were fortunate enough several diffe;ent tines
that Mrs. Johnson would call on Sunday and say, "Won't you-all come over
this evening and take potluck with us to have dimmer?" I always got a
chuckle out of having potluck dinmer at the White House, Of course, it was
always a very delicious bill of fare that we had, and usually these were
small groups of three or four ~ouples that the President and Mrs, Johnson

apparently just wanted to visit with on a personal basis, They were most
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enjoyable evenings. There were times on these that we would break up into
groups and do some swimming, and others would go bowling over at the
Executive Office Building. But these were always very delightfulvoccasions.

When you and I last talked, I had just laft the Democratic Natiomal
Committee. This was September of '66. Spent about a month trying to get
started in my own business, trying to chart my own course. And I get the
call along in early October from Marvin Watson at about six o'clock one

_evening, telling me that this trip was forthcoming and they wanted me to
go along. I had just made a couple of contingent business dealsg that I
had sizeahle fees riding on, and I told Marvin that I just would love to
go, but that I just couldn’t go because of persomal hardship involved, I
could well lose both of these contracts., Marvin said, "Well, I understand
that."

So, I went on home and about three hours later, about nine o'clock,

I get a call from the White House--~}r, Johnéon. He said, "I understand you
told Marvin you couldan't go on this trip." At this time we were talking
abecut a Southeast Asia trip; we weren't talking specifics. And I enumerated
the things to the President just as I had to Marvin. And he said, "Well,
all that's fine; you just be over at the Health Department at three o'clock
tomorrow afternoon to get shots and be prepared to leave at six."‘ So it
ended up I worked out my schedule accordingly. Did get the shots and did
leave at six o'clock that afternoon. This was on what could be termed an
advance plane, Dorothy; it was actually what also is known as Air Force

Two or a backup plane to the President, It was a 707 jet that had four
sleeping bunks in it that madeAdown. 1t was very similar to Alr Force Ome;
it did not have all the electronic radio equipment--not as complete as

Air Force Cne, but it was a very close duplicate, And Bill Moyers was the

one in charge of this overall plane.
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We flew from Washington to Los Angeles, stopped there to refuel and
pick up Lloyd Hand and Warren Woodward; then flew on to Honolulu where
about half of our group were unloaded and they caught a plane goiug on
direct to Manila. We talked about the Scutheast Asia trip; as you will
recall, this was to be finalized at Manila in a meeting of the SEATO
countries--the Presidents of all the SEATO countries--to be hosted by
President Marcos of the Philippines. So a number of our people went on
direct to Manila and went on to tha other countries, whersas the main
plane went on to New Zealand, stopping at Pago-Pago overnight--not
overnight, for a refueling. We stopped in Pago-Pago for refueling and
left two men there, went on to New Zealand, and this is where we had our
first rest on _this trip. We had bemn flying continuously since we left
W=shington. We stayed about twenty hours in New Zealand., By this time,
everyone's metabolism was getting well mixed up because of the time
factors. We had gone through a night and day, and did sleep-~-1 slept very
well, We landed at a New Zealand air force base, and stayed there. While
we were there, Moyers and Warren loodward--Woodward was assigned to New
Zealand to handle the visit to New Zealand; and Marta Ross handled Mrs,
Johnson's affairs--handled the scheduling for Mrs. Johnson.

They flew on into Auckland while we stayed at the base, Actually,
there's no airpoxrt in New Zealand to handle a 707 except where we had
landed, I said Auckland, I believe it was Wellingtom, I'm soi-ry. Then we -
flew from there on to Australia, and I was placed in charge of the ¥isit
to Australia by Mr. Johnson.

On this thirtecen-stop Southeastern Asia tour, five of those atops
were in Australia--five of the thirteen were in Australia. Our American

Ambassador to Australia was Ed Clark from Austin vho I had sexrved a year
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in the Army with. I stayed at the American Embassy the first night we
were there and ended up moving on to--this was at Canberra--ended up moving
on to a downtown hotel because I was working daily with people out of the
Prime Minister's office, working out all the arrangements for the visit,
very detailed plan,

You asked in your opening questionm about some of tha preparaﬁions
and details. Well, it becomes a very ccﬁplicated massive operation as you
go to move a President around the country, or the world like we were in
this particular instance. We had people from the Air Force; ﬁe had people
from the Secret Service; we had people from the FBI; we had people from
Central Intelligence; we had every communication--the Signal Corps; just
ali these groups. Basically, with my job as being in charge of the
Australian visit, theoretically I was in charge of all these people on
coordinating their activities as to who did what and where. Of course,
théy all knew thelr owvm business; I don't mean I was telling them their
business. But we had an Alr Force Colonel and his main job was to check
the fuel that would eventually go into the President's plane, and make all
security preparations, things like this., And, again, I'm saying that my
job was more of a coordinator than supervisor, because the Signal Corps
knows where they need to hook up their ‘swi_tchboards, and all these things,
which they did. Within twenty-four hours after we got there, I had a
telephone in my hotel room that I could pick up and immediately get the
White House switchboard; I was back in touch within twenty-four hours. And
the only problem we had was keeping the time straight. We were fourteen
hours ahead of Washingtom on time, and just had to keep this business
straight.

But what we did, Dorothy, the Prime Minister assigned his top protocol
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man to work with me, We used to have about four meetings a day. And we
got to Australia about two weeks in advance of Mr, Johnson's wvisit, so for
tu;o weeks I was in constant contact with the Chief of Protocol and his
staff. |

M: VWhat was his name? _ . v

. [ pl (Simy SeseeTéns |

C: His first name was Jim. I know it well, and I'11 think of it im a second,
But from Washington I had George Gallagher, who i3 an attorney in
Washington,v with me that I assigned to handle the visit to Malbourme, I
had Gene Foley that was a former Assistant Secretary of Commerce who I
assigned to Sydmey, Australia, I kept Joe Bailey Swamner in Canberra to
work with me. T had John Gonella at Brisbasne, and I ended up with Chuck
Lipson in Townsville. I say, ended up with Chuck-=~Chuck could handle the
visit at Pago-Pago and as he arrived with the President, on the day they
arrived in Canberra, I immediately dispatched him to the other gide of
the field to catch a commercial flight to get right on up to Towmsville.
Townsville is about 1500 miles north of Canberra. .

Going back on this, Melbourne and Sydney are both towns of a little
over 2,000,000. They are very competitive; they are very much like Fort
Worth and Dallas have always beenm, Dérothy, .in Texas, In working out the
schedules, we had to make sure that what we did in one area we speunt a
like amount of time in the other area. We had worked this schedule out at
one point that got corrected right quickly, because they said the people
in Sydney would resent this, 3But with the gentleman from the Prime
Minister's office, I went to Melbourne, and we went over averything--every
detail of where it would be best for the President to goj what route to take
into towm; and where to visit; what to do; where to go.

And as you'll recall, back during World War II, Mr. Jounson served dowm
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in Australia. There was a lady that was very generoua to many of thg
soldiers, quite wealthy lady, that made her home available almost like
she was running her owm U.5.0. And one of them that she was kind to was
Mr. Johnson baék at that time. This was Dame Mabel Brooks. Of course,
Dame Brooks and her husband were up into their eighties when we ﬁere dowm
there, but I went out and visited with Dame Brooks and we set up a persomal
visit to where Mr. Johnson could go by and visit with the Brooks, I used
this as a chance for him to change clothes and freshem up before he went
on to the governor's house, We had an excellent wisit there-~everything
vwent fine.

I'm getting out of order on my conversation here. Let me say this.
I did go to Sydney; I did go to Brisbane; I did go to Townsville, and check
all these out. And I want to stop and talk about Townsville for a second.
Townsville was to be the last stop, to refuel, and this was on a Sunday
morning. Anywa}, it's a two-hour time operation in refueling these planes,
getting everything, because you had the press planes, you had these two
big 707 press planes, and you had a backup plane. There were four planes
in this group. So what we did--we decided that Mr, Johnson ought to go to
church that morning, it being Sunday morming. So, the Prime Minister's
assistant--we went in and we picked out the church that we decided it would
be best for him to go to. And we went in and talked to this minister and
told him the time factors and just wondered if he would like to have the
Prime Minister of Australia and the President of’ the United States in his
congregation that morning. And he said he would be delighted. And we said,
“Well, you have exactly eight minutes to greet them at the steps of your
church, preach a sermon, sing a song, and tell them goodbye at the door as

they're leaving." And he saild, "Well, I can do this; this 1s no problem."
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One of the newspaper people along said, "You may have revolutionized
complete church-going by having a eight-minute service here." It all went
juat exactly like that,

Dorothy, let me go back to some of the little problems that we
encountered. One of them is on the protocol of who's going to ride in what
car, and where. BHow many cars there are going to be in the caravan. I said
awhile ago that we met four times a day; these were the little sticky
problems that we were working on,

They've got very stringent health laws in Australifa on any flora or
fauna, the various things--perishable foods coming into the coumtry. They've
never had any kind of epidemic or anything in Australia of flora or fauna,
and they enforce these rules very strictly. One day we were sitting there
talking at lunch on the proposed trip; on h@w the planes would arrive, and
the unloading aﬁd the different things; and one of them suddenly reminded
us of the Australian healtb laws, that these planes would have to be sealed
and boarded aﬁd held on the ground for forty-five minutes to an hour after
they landed. Well, there were a couple of ﬁhings wrong with this. COCne,
they were golng to get im just about dark, and we wanted some of the
daylight for Mr. Johnson to make his appearance--this is at Canberra I'm
talking about., Secondly, I knew that neither‘Mr. Johnson nor the
newspapar people in the other two airplanes were going to be content to
sit on the ground for forty-five minutes while health inspectors sprayed
the plane and took all the perishable food into tow., So, we spent about
two days worrying over this and finally worked out a compromise where they
would send health inspectors to New Zeéland, which was the stop just before
Australia, and they would fly back with--they exempted Air Porce One. Zut

they went on the two press planes and the backup Presidential plane. And
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they sprayed the plane en route and confiscated all the perishable foods
and checked everybody's immunization record. All this was dome in £flight
from New Zealand béck to Australié.

Making preparations at the hotel for the Presidential party, we got
all that well under control. We had to have one room, Dorothy, for
Presidential gifts that had to go along on this trip, becaﬁsa he has to
be prepared at all times. He never knows when a govermor, or a prime
minister, or someone is going to surprise him with a gift, and he has
always goﬁ.to be able to reciprocate quickly, On a trip this long and with
as many people as he would be seeing, we had one complete room full of
gifts. |

But he landed in Canberra there. We had a very good turnout. Theyr
first had been on the radio that morning, and television, saying that the
public would not be allowed on this air force base; them it rained that
afternoon, and then the RoyaliAustralian Air Force changed thelir minds and
came back and said the public would be invited. And I would guess we had
maybe 10,000 out there. Canberra is a town of 90,000. And then pecple
had lined the roads as he was going on into town. And we went to the
Prime Minister's home, and ended up getting on to the hotel. The next day
he spoke to the Australian Congress; they had a special luncheon for him,
and hevspoke to a8 joint session. Prior to the luncheon, he met with the
Australian Cabinet--the Prime Minister and his Cabinet.

We left and went down to Melbourne and had just a fantastic reception
there. The papers estimated over 2,000,000 people turned out, The airport
where we landed, I would guess it was fifteen to twenty miles out from
town, andrpeople were lined all along the way. When we got in what you'd

call downtown Melbourme, it was almost impossible to take theccars down
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the middle of the street; the streets were lined out in the middle of the
streets back to the stores, with confetti and all., They had many little
minfature American flags along with signs that had been printed. Some of
this was deve}oped in cooperation with the Australian American Society,

| which is very active in each of these major cities,

Now, bac? visiting with the Chief of Protocol, the Prime Minister's
man, I had asked a question about h9w he thought the people would respond,
what kind of reception Mr. Johnson could expect. And he said, "Well, you
know, we're very reserved, and there will be very little applauding, be
very little acts of spontaneity and welcomé, these things. When the Queen
was here a couple of years ago, there was no applauding. 1Imn fact,
according to the custom, many people turned their heads away, so as not to
embarrass the Queen by looking at her." But this was all out the window,
because they gave him a tumultuous welcome. A numﬁer of our carsg had to
be abandoned for overheating. We had to go so slowly that the car just
overheated.

| But Mr, Johnson went to Dame Mabel Brooks and had a very nice
relaxing session there; and it was when we were leaving there; Dorothy,
that two little boys about sixteen years old jumped out of the crowd and
threw a couple of plastic bags of paint at the car, They partially hit
the car; the main thing they did was splash and hit two of these Secret
Service agents that were riding in the back of the car. They each got
just covered with the paint,

We went on from there to the castle which was not far away, Govermnment
House I think they call it. There were a group of about twelve hundred of
the top people in Melbournme that were there for a reception and visit,

Then we left there to fly back to Canberra that evening. This is
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getting along seven or eight o'clock at night now. And all the way to the
airport at variou§ intersections, there were big crowds walting to greet
Mr. Johnson, And he stopped nine times on the way to the airport to speak
to these groups, to tell them of the American friendship for the Australianms,
and what a great feeling he'personally held for'Australia because he had
served  there. |

And we got on back into Canberra that.night, and flew up to Sydney
the next day. Along with this, Mrs. Johnson=--A lot of the time when Mr.
Johnson was speaking or visiting with the Cabinet, Mrs. Johnson was on a
little tree-planting trip of her own. Canberra is a very beautiful city.
It was laid out by an American--a fellow from Chicago designed Canberra
at the end of World War II., I believe it was 5,000 population, and it has"
grown now to 90,000, as I mentioned while ago., They've got man-made lakes
there. It's a very beautiful city. And Mrs. Johnson planted a tree as a
gift from the American go@ernment in one of the real prominent places.

But we went up to Melbourne, and Mr. Johnson, the Prime Minister, and
the Governor of New South Wales went on a launch-~they lad lunch out in
the Bay of Sydney. Sydney's a beautiful city; it reﬁinds you very much of
San Francisco. And they spent a couple of hours out chatting and touring
the bay. They've got 2 big new opera house that‘s‘just--mAny people have
laughed at it and bragged on it and dome everything. It's the butt of
many jokes, but it appears to be a very beautiful place.

They say that the Governor of Néw South Wales had issued a statement
a week before Mr. Johnson got there that the govermment would pay for the
rall fare of every child in New South Wales to come into Sydney on this day
to see the Presldent of the United States, and he had been criticized by

some of the members of the legislature about wasting the State's money.




LBJ Presidential Library ) ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT More on LBJ Library oral histories:
http://www.lbjlibrary.org Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781] http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

11

But he said, "It®s not very often that you have the President of the
United States come to New South Wales, and it's a very historic occasion,
and I'd like for.them all to see it." So he provided this rail transportation
and bus transpcrtation for all the school children in New South Wales that
wanted to come 1in,

Wa left the dockside right after the luncheon and went over to a
big art museum, where they had about twelve hundred of the top people in
Sydney assembled for the President to be presented hy the Prime Minister,

. Of course, Ambassador Edward Clark and his wife were right along with Mr.
and Mrs. Johnson. And as we went back into a iittle rest area at the art
museum, Ambassador Clark suddenly realized he had split the seat out of
his pants, and his wife was all upset about this. And she asked me to
see 1f I could find a needle and some thread. I went outside of the
rmuseum, and I was able to find a needle and thread. But the Ambasssador
refused to let her repair his pants at this time. About this time, it
wag time for us to go out and the President to be presented and to speak,
and the Ambassador was to take his place, The speech all went well and was
well receilvad, and Mr. Johnson mixed around and mingled with some, sﬁook
hands when it was over. And Ambassador Clark was holding his hat behind
him to cover up the rip in his pants, usually with his right hand, and
people would come up and shake hands with him, and he’d have to switch
hands in which he was holding his hat. It ended up he flew back to
Canberra; he had radioed ahead of time and had one of his people bring him
a new pair of pants out before we went on. He éhaﬁged on the plane,

But we had a near bad incident when we were at this art museum., It
turned that maybe our planning wasn't as good as it should have been. The

art museum had been selected because it was the only place that had adequaste
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room of the type that we needed. The fact that we didn't take into account
was it was located im a cul-de-sac to where you ware just--could be bottled
off down there very easlily and quickly. And there were the antiwar
demonstrators who moved in--several hundred of them moved in while Mr.
Johnson was in speaking. And it looked like they could well have had us
pinned off down there to where we couldn't get out, But the police did
move ahead and clear this area out and get us out of there, but there was
a lot of hollering and ended up near civil war between the loyalist
Australians and these antiwar people. As a matter of fact, after we got
away from there, we had some people who tried to get out in front of the
cars. I had one elderly lady that ram right in front of my car and begged
the fellow to run over her, while we waited just a minute and a policeman
grabbed her and jerked her out of the way., But we did encounter that little
bit of that in Sydnéy.

Had you had much of a report on demonstrations?

Yes, we knew--the CIA, Secret Service, we had reports. In fact, at one
point we changed--and this was back at Melbourme~-we changed our rouﬁe

because of reports that we had, They were at a corner where they could
cause trouble, and we ended up just bypassing that corner.

Dorothy, that night we flew back to Canberra, then went out to a
place--they called it a cattle station, -but it's a place very similar in
looks and operation to the LBJ Ranch. And the gentleman there--actually,
Ambassador Clark had arranged this. He knew these people well. We had
the equivalent of a big Texas barbecue; they had a gre:t number of the
people from the Canberra area out and had a very delightful evening. 1In
fact, Mr. Johnson switched to his ranch clothes that he wears at the LBJ

Ranch, and wore this while we were attending the barbecue.
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In moving on up, we went on up to Brisbane. And he stayed at the
hotel where General MacArthur had--in fact, he occupied the suite that
General MacArthur had occupied In his later days of commanding from
Australia there. Brisbane is a town of 600,000, and it was estimated that
we had over 700,000 people out to see Mr, Johnson. They had come from
all areas, Liz Carpenter and I were riding in a car together going in, and
the cars had been stopped so many times that we--And this was at night,

We encountered the same thing on this that I told you earlier about Melbourme
and Sydney, that the car in wbicﬁ wea were riding just stopped; it overheated,
We wera about two blocks from the hotel fortunately. And it ended up Liz
and I got separated. I had been there; she had not, and I lost her in this
big crowd. Of course, I should have remembered back in Dallas the day of
the assassinétion when I told you I was worried about Liz, and she was
already on a plane waiting when I got there. 3y the time I finally made

my way to the hotel, and I had to go in through the back door, Liz w#s
already in Mrs, Johnson's suite with her; I don't know how she found the
hotel or got there, but she was there.

Who was providing the cars, Mr, Carter?

The different state govermments. I say, the different state govermments,
Australia is a country the size of the United States, and where we have
forty-eight states on the mainland, they have only six states. Tha.state
govermments of each of these places provided drivers and automobiles,

We had a good visit with the Governor of Brisbane there the night we
arrived, and the next morning he had a good visit with Mr. Johnson and
presented Mrs. Johmson with one of the Koala bears., And this is when we
flew=~I believe we had to get up at 5:30 that morning, Dorothy, 4:30 or
5:30, But we had to be airborne at 7:15, I believe it was, flying to

Tovnsville,
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The big problem that had to be reckoned with was the fact that you
had the Presidents of all these differemt SEATO countries coming into
Manila, and they had to work out a schedule of arriwval for all the different
ones to where they wouldn't all arrive at the same time. And the arrival
time for Mr. Johnson had been given, and we had to work backwards from that
as to how long it would take to fly from Townsville to Manila, and from
Brisbéne to Tewnsville,

So we did fly to Townsville and quickly transferred to cars and went
right into town, Townsviile is a town of about 60,000, and {t was estimated
by the papers that we hgd a little over 100,000 people out to see Mr,
Johnsbn. We went in, he stopped a couple of times and shook hands with
people, but we got to church right on time., The minister greeted them just
like 1'd mentioned earlier. We had a nice song and a nice sermom and a
nice'prayer, and another song, and a goodbye., 3By the time we got back to
the airport, they were just finishing the refueling on the planes. This
is where Prime Minister Holt left President Johnson. The Prime Minister
of New Zealand was arriving, and hevwas scheduled to arrive at Townsville
about ten minutes after Mr, Johnson left to pick up Prime Minister Holt.
They were going together to Manila, And this was where I left Mr. Johnson
also. I actually caught the Prime Minister's plane back to Sydney, and
caught a commercial flight from there back to the United States,

M: Mr. Carter, did you have ﬁany conversations with Mr. Moyers both pre-Mr.
Johnson's arrival in Australia and during it? This wauldvbe in coordinating
things,

C: Dorothy, the first day we got there was on a Surnday. We had a meeting
Sunday afternoon with different members of Prime Minister Holt's staff to

talk about the overall purpose of the visit, and the places to go. Then
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Mr. Moyers left after that, and it was left up to me to develop the details
of the generallzation of what we'd talked about and agreed to. There were
times that I did call him, though, when he was ‘back in the United States
and then even as late as when Mr. Johnson was in Hawaii or in New Zealand,
I think, We talked--getting him to clear certain details of Mr, Johnson
doing this or doing that,

M: VWhat were some of these?

C: Well, take a thing like the church matter. I mean, this was my idea--that
it was Sunday morning, thét he ought to go to church. But I wanted this
cleared before I made arrangements on it,

M: Did you talk directly with Mr, Johnson before his arrival?

C: No, I didn't,

M: What about conversations during the trip through Australia?

C: Well, I was usually just ; car or so behind him because I had come to know
all these people down there and know who was going to do what next on the
thing. No, we did-~I say, we--actually the gentleman from the Prime
Minister's office and I compiled information, and the Australian govermment
printed a book on Mr., Johnson's trip that detailed every second of the time
from the time he first set foot on the ground at Canberra until he left
at Townsville, even showing diagrams of the way he was expected to turn-~the
right or léft, 1f he was reviewing a group; or what song would be played;
or the different things. But nonetheless you needed to know the
personalities involved, and this was one of my jobs~-to make sure that he
was told ahead of time who was going to be waiting for him, who would be
the first person to shake hands with him. But I was usually very close by
to make sure that evarvthing went just like it was scheduled,

M: Were there any occasions where they didn't?
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No, we did have the one situation at Canberra there that a bunch of the |
antiwar students were out in front of this Rex Hotel, and we ended up
conming in the rear entrance of the hotel, He was already in bed asleep
bafore they ever realized that he was in the hotel.
What was Mr. Johnson's reaction to the paint throwing in Melbourne?
Well, he was just a little disgusted that they had had this wonderful, big,
warm reception there from the people in the street, and to have two little
youngsters-~two juveniles--nearly ruin the complete visit., And he said--I
remember we were talking in a private room just before we went into this
big reception, and he said, "That's what'll be on tﬁe front page of the
New York Times and all of them tomorrow; that we've had'paint thrown at us

dowm here, They don't necessarily take into account the fact that we had

"~ over 2,000,000 people turm out to greet us, but two little sixteen year

old bgys--that'll be the front page story." I told him at that time that

I didn't agree with him, I thought they'd write up the wonderful turnéut,
but it turmed out he was correct.

bDid he have occasion to ask you before you landed in each of these places
what the size of the crowd would be? |

1 had made my guess to him; it was just a standard procedure, Dorothy, in
talking to him ahead of time as to what to expect at the different localities
and events. They'd turned out better than I had anticipated.

Did he make any sort of just general respomse to you, remarks to you reéarding
his reaction to the receptions in Australia?

Yes, Dorothy. This was on the final leg of the flight from Brisbane to
Tosmsville, He and Prime Minister Holt called the Prime Minister's man,

Jim, and me into the President's cabin and presented us each with a

medal--a medallion that was commemorative of that trip, one; and then
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second, they took one of these books that I was telling you about--each
one autograpned and wrote a personal inscription in the book. Mr. Johnson
and Prime Minister Bolt each wrote one to me and Gid the same with Jim,
and thanked us for everything having gone as well as it had.

M: Did he talk about any surprise at the reception that he received in
Australia?

C: No, he was very delighted with the way everything had gone. You had these

" three little occasions that we've mentioned, but it was so miniscule
actually, when you stoppéd and considered all the other things, the peopie
that you had gotten to visit with and their size. I know a number of times
T had the different Australians say to me, "Don’t you think we're rmuch -
more like you than we are like the British?" Well, I always considered
this a very high compliment, and I think this is the way they feel in
Australia, I think there was a very warm feeling there, and I think they
felt very warm toward Mr, Johnson.

M:  There 15 some speculation that the Australian trip was somewhat of a boost
with Prime Minister Holt and his reelection; I believe also the Prime
Minister of New Zealand was rumming for election. Did you get into many
political discussions with Australians regarding this?

C: No, Dorothy, the system down there is different from our system. The
people that serve the Prime Minister, and I'm talking about even his persomal
secretary, they're all under Civil Service. They stay regardless of what .
party is in power. They talk no politics whatsoever. They take much pride
in their job, and they don't recognize politics. What I'm trying to say,
they just take much pride in trying to do the best job humanly possible to
serve their Prime Minister, That complete staff stays regardless of who

the Prime Minister is. And this was the group that I was dealing with.



LBJ Presidential Library ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT More on LBJ Library oral histories:
http://www.lbjlibrary.org Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781] http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

18

M: Did Mr. Johnson mske any other remarks to you in between, on rest stops,
or in flight, or were there any changea that he asked for?

C: Dorothy, I don't remember any. It was a very hectic schedule, He did
see--you asked about the opposition--I mean, about politics. He did have
a conference with the leader of the opposition when we were in Australia,
This gentleman came and spent fo.rty‘minutes or an hour at the hotel with
Mr, Johmson. |

But while it was a hectic schedule, everything went pretty much
according to schedule, And the men that were down there with me that I
named while ago all did just real outatanding jobs; we had wonderful
cooperation from the Australian American Soclety.

M: What did you consider were the high points, the most significant events,
of this Australian trip?

C: Well, it's hard to really sum it up, Dorothy, because his arrival in
Canberra was outstanding; the reception he received in Melbournme was
outstanding; it was great in Sydney; and quite outstanding in Brisbane;
and very good in Townsville, But these were five of the thirteen stops
that he made on this Southeastern trip--Southeasternm Asia trip.

M: Do you recall any sort of anecdotal stories that happened during this
trip?

C: Dorothy, I don't just offhand, We did a lot of working on these things,
and I'm sure we had some happen. It Just doesn’t come to my mind quickly.

M: I don't have any other questions regarding the Southeast Asia trip. We
can go on to some of the other areas that you mentioned that we've not
covered,

C: All right, Well, that was’'in October of '66, of course, and--

M: You had mentioned the AFL meeting in Miami,
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Right. Now, that was December 11, 1967 that Mr. Johnson was speaking to
the National Commiasion of the AFL-CIO, and he had asked me to fly down
to Miamil Beach and cooxdinate that part of his wisit which I did. I went
down a day ahead of time. Just many little details that you need to check
out to make sure that théy have 1t where he can do a maximum smount of work
with minfmm effort, which I always tried to do on advance trips, try to
have things so arranged--~and this is every detail--to where he could accomplish
the equivalent of about three days work in one. This is what you try to
do, and that’s what I did at the AFL-CIO to make sure that all the top
labor leaders were there to visit with him, and that they each got their
proper accord, and to make sure that everything was right for his spesking,
and it all went off extremely well, |
How did he happen, in 1967, to call you in on this one?
I come from a laboring background, I've always maintained a very close
relationship with~-my daddy was Brotherhood of Railroad traimman, and I've
always been very closely associated with fhe labor people. Of course, I
know Mr. Meany, and I know his top people over there. It has made it very
easy for me to handle.
Let me just ask you quickly--were there any difficulties to sort of surmount
in this particular visit?
No, it was a very--
Everything went smoothly?
It was a very easy assigmment, because everybody was‘very happy and very
willing to get everything squared away and straightemed out. It all went
very well,

Do you have any other question on--?

No, not unless there's anything you recall specifically of significance
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about that particular meeting that you were involved with.
Ho. BHe spoke, made quite a strong labor speech, was well applauded and well
recorded. All the major networks-~as a matter of fact, it was shown live
that evening bjr all the major networks. I flew back with him that night
to Washington,
Did you know why he had happened to accept this invitation to speak there?
Oh, I just think that i’resident George Meany asked him to speak there,
and, of course, I'm sure that they weren't ummindful of the Presidential
campaign the next year,
Did you talk-any politics with any labor people?
DId I? Yes, I was talking politics all the time with labor people. Of
course, as L recall back there, they were rot permitted to make any
endorsement and of course this would have been premature anyway in December
of "67; but as I recall, Mz. Meany, in his introduction of Mr. Johnson, gave
his endorsement and did everything but issue the AFL-CIQ endorsement right;
there, which he didn't have the authcrity to do. I mean, ii: hadn't been
voted on. Pn;nen he left, there was no mistake in anybody's mind--there was
no question in one's mind as to how the AFL-CIO stood and what they were
going to do.
Did you feel any reluctance among other people in the top echelomns of labor
for supporting Mr. Jolnson?
No, not any that I talked to. I talked to many of the national and
international presidents while I was down there, but I'm sure I didn't talk
to all of them.
Did you have any prearrangements you had to make after you were ih Miami
with the people back in the white House? Phene calls or conversations?

No. Mr. Johnson was at the ranch and was coming to Miami from the 'ranch,
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And he stopped in New Orieans, I believe, stopped at Michoud Air Force Base
out of New Orleans and spoke., And as I recall, his arrival in Miami was
delayed about two hours, and we had to do some rearranging of the convention
progran to keep everybody in tow where the meating would not havé ad journed
before he got there. And my main job here was being able to stay in
communication with Larry Temple, who was traveling right with the Prasident
at that time, to try to coordinate to the point of kanowing exactly when he
was going to arrive, and that we had the cars at the right place, because
he landed one place at some military base~-I don t remember where, but he
took a helicopter from thexe over to a public park area and then came
by car from there én to the hotel. And we just had to make sure that wé
had the cars at the right place,

M: Did you get out the crowds, so to spesk, for these?

C: Of course, you've got a locked-in audience on a thing like this. I mean,
he was arriving in Miami Beach after dark, and it was only six or seven
bilocks from the hotel, something like that, There was a crowd around the
entraice of the hotel when he came in, and all friendly. But then the
rest of it, you've got a locked-in crowd becauseball of these labor people
there ara attending the convention. And what we did there, we drove into
the basement of the hotel where he was able to go right to a room to
freshen up, and they had President Meany there to greet him and then they
had to walk omnly about a hundred feet to the main stage, We had carefully-
measured all this off and worked it out. And I believe that hist about
covers that, Dorothy.

The next time I haadled a trip for him was this past August--August
19th of '68, when he was speaking to the VFW convention in Detfoit at Cobo

Hall. This was on a Monday. I got a call a little after midnight on
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Suanday night from Larry Temple at the LRI Ranch saying that the President
would like for me to catch a plane the first thing the next morming to get
up to Detroit and handle this visit. I remember Larry saying, "What were
you doing?" And I said, "Well, I was sleeping until you called me.” He
said, "I can't understand anybody going to sleep this early."”

But I did get up and caught an eight o'clock plane and got on out to
Detroit and got right with the top VFW people there to check cut all the
details, every little statistic on what was involved and made sure they
had some signs to welcome Mr. Johnson, and suggested that inasmuch as Luci
was going to be along with little Lyn, the grandson, it might be well if
they presented him with a VFW cap, or have one fixzed quickly that would fit
little Lyn, and present an honorary membership to his daddy who was over
in Viet Nam at that time, '

I also got a call from Air Force One after they were airborne from
Texas to Detroit, asking me to please pick up a couple of boxes of Pamper
Diapers for little Lyn, which I picked up atAthe drug store. Making nmy
way to this little room, the VIP room, off of the head table at Cobo Hall,
there was a Secret Service agentlon the door there that I didn't know and
I didn't have any identification pinned on my coat lapel. He wasn't about
to let me go through with these two boxes. Of course, they were in sacks
under my am, Finally, I located a Secret Service agent that I did know,
and he let me go on in., I was telling the President about that as we
flew back that night, his having a grandson had added an extra dimension
to the advance work, where you have to pick up the Pumpers.

But he had a very fine speech, very well received.

M: Mr. Carter, who creates or thinks up some of the ideas, such as you

mentioned about the cap for the grandson?
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C: Dorothy, this is a part of the job of an advance man, to go into an area,
go to a place, and try to do some thinking of what can be done; to try to
figure out what would be a nice thing to have been sald, or to do to attract
attention, or to try to use your imagination on some of these things. 1It's
actually very easy; each one of them 4s nearly a customw-made, tailor-made
situation; you have to get into a commnity or get with a group and just
kind of get the feel of what's going on, and what the feeling generally is.
Then you can start brainstorming and try to figure what can be done on these
things, But your big thing, the thing that I sald awhile ago, is to have
his schedule so arranged whare you take all the fat out of iteeyou dom't
duplicate things--and where he can get the maximum accomplished in a
minimm period of time.

One little coincidence on his trip into Detroit, Mr. Nixon was thers
to speak, was the spezker just before Mr, Johnson. Of course, at this time
a Secret Service man had beem supplied to all the Presidential candidates,
and their two motorcades passed--Mr, Nixon going back to the airport and
Mr. Johnson waé coming in., And the Secret Service agents talked back and
forth between the two motorcades. Mr, Nixon sent word to Mr. Johnson that
he had warmed the audicnce up good for him, and knew that he would be well
recelved.

H When you are advancing these trips, you know arrival time and departure
time, and who's in the party, and that's about the extent of it?

C: You know that generally. Your arrival and departure time many times varies
right up to the last minute. And what you always have to do is do the best
you can with what you've got to work with, The most important things are
developing your lines of commumication and to make friends with loecal

people who can get things dome quickly and immediately because in an operatiom
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like this, it 13 so prone to have many little last minute changes that
yon've got to completely change everything. You've got to have people
that you can work with who can do these things. And the biggest thing--you've
got to be able to be in constanﬁ contact with Air Force One ér the White
House or somebody to make sure that they-knaw what changes you'’ve made, or
you know what changes they desire,

M: How do you determine who you're going to contact locally in the town?:

C: Well, of course, that's cﬁénged, Dorothy. That's changed over the period
of time. And we're talking about the gemeral subject of advancing now. It
was a great deal different when Mr. Johnson was President as compared with
when he was a Senator. I used to do the advancing work for him when he
was Senator, and I did it all by myself, But as President, he has got the
Secret Service~~they do certain things, they make contact with the local
police and make many arrangements. You've got the White House press
éection-~tbey make contact with local newspapers and news media. And
you've got the Air Force that handles the transportation and all these
things; The Secret Service also checks ocut in great detail every movement
that he may make, where he might go. You've got the Signal Corps that
moves in and sets up the White House switchboazrd; they set up the podium
and make sure his P.A. system is correct. I used to have to do all this;

I used to carry his--we developed, you know, a portable podium that we'd
quickly put into a little canvas bag and go toting this thing off, But
it was the exact, correct height that he wanted the podium. But the Signal
Corps handled all this, and the Secret Serwice usually handled the
Presidential Seal to make sure it was hung correctly.

But back to answer another part of your question, It depends on vhat

the event is, who the host group is, and exactly what you hope td accomplish
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by the visit. Of course, you always want crowds, and an advance nan
usually does anything that comes to his mind to help draw crowds. A& lot of
times, for.security reasons, the Secret Service would not permit us to
amounce that the President was even going to come into a town. You've got
the dilemma of having to try to develop big enthusiastic crowds, and at
the same time you're not even permitted to announce he's going to be there.
A lot of time you get notice at the last minute that, "Okay, now it's all
right to say he's going to be there.”

And again, on some of these that I handled because of my work at the
Democratic Mational Committee and at the White House, I had gotten to know
gsome of the national reporters, some of the national people at different
places. And even though it had not been amnounced that Mr. Johnson was
going to be at a certain place, some of them had learned that if I showed
up about a day or two ahead of time, they knew he wasn't too far behind or
something to the effect, This, of murse, added to the toughness of my
job. I needed to get work dome, and yet I almost had to hide out to keep
from heing seen, o keep from tipping off the fact that he ﬁrobably was
going to be there.

But it's very interesting work. It's not totally dissimilar to bhaing
a producer of a broadway play or something. You work out all the details
and hope that everything is going to fall into place, You've got to stand
hack to a degree and watch the show go on.

The last tima I visited Mr. Johnson before he left Washington on
January 20th of this year was September 6th last year, It was onr a
Saturday, and he called that morning and asked me to drop by the White
House that aftermoon at two o'clock, that he wanted to visit with me. And

I did. I took my little daughter Laurie along, who is eight years old,
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and she had been complaining about the last three years that she always saw
Mr. Johnson on television but she had never seen him in person. She had
saen him when she was a little baby, but she didn't remember. And I took
her along with me that afternoon, and she had a real nice wvisit with the
President. He gave her a pen and candy and some other things, and had four
or five pictures made with her, which later he sent her an autographed
picture of one of the real good pictures.

But thén I had her wait outside, and he and Y sat in the Oval Office

and talked for about forty minutes, mainly just talking about families. I
think the main reason he had called me over was to get my appraisal of how
the Humphrey campaign was going, what it looked 1ike, what I heard, what
I was hearing. And I've thought about that visit a ﬁumber of times. It
was a very delightful forty minutes, but the maln reason, I think, that I
was called over there was woﬂdering what I was hearing. He told me at
that time that he certainly wanted Mr, Humphrey to win, and he was going
to do everything he could to be of help. And he was in hopes that I would
do averything that I was calied upon to do. I did tell him that I was not:
getting very good reports from across the country, that things just had
not clicked very well at that moment, that there was a lot of work that
needad to be done if he was going to make any showing at all. Bat, as 1
said, I've become convinced this wa2s the main reason he had asked me over
there, just to see if I knew anything or had heard anything or what my
evaluatrion was,

M: Did you participate in the Humphrey campaign at all, Mr. Carter?

C: I did to a degree, Dorothy, mainly showing them where--and I say "thenm,"
1'm talking about Bob Short who was treasurer--showing him where he could

raise some additional money. I did get the feeling at times thalt mayde the
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Humphrey people, and I was very close to all of them and I think a whole
lot of all of them, but I did get the feeling that they felt it was just
as well not to have any Johnson intimates or assoclates too closely by.
While T was extremely interasted in Mr, Humphrey being elected, I didmn't
want to.presume to force myself upon them. Aud I'm certainly not any
prima dorma on any of this stuff, but I helped where I could without
presuning to force myself,

M: Did Mr. Johnson ask you at the meeting you had with him if you thought
campaign speeches by him wauld be of any help?

C: No, he didn't ask me that., He just told me that he stood ready to speak
at any place or do anything that they wanted him to do. I don't think it
helped anything, I mean, ﬁo comment wés made on thig, but this is my
personal evaluation--but you may recall that one of the Humphrey staff
people out at Chicago during the Democratic National Canentionvwaa asked
what Lyndon Johnson was going to do in Humphrey's behalf or something.
And this aide replied, "Lyndon who?' on the thing. Well, this was printéd
in most of the papers. And 1t would just be my guess, knowing the
sitvation, that this didn‘t rest very well with Mr. Johason, even tiwough
it came from just a staff member.

M: What was your assessment of the errors of the Humphrey campaign, or the
fact that they did not, of course, win?

C: Oh, Dorothy, I don’t really feel that I'm qualified to answer that, I
think that probably a lot of things should have been done quicker. The only
major criticism I would make, and I don't feel that I'm qualified to go
beyond that because there are a lot of details of it I dom't kmow, but it
was’known by M~y that Mr.vHumphrey was going to get the Democratic

nomination. I mean, there wasn't any question in anybody's mind. He had
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the delegate count that far back. And what I think should have been done
was not wait until August 27 or 28 or Labor Day to start trying to get some
plans together. I think a complete campaign organization should have been
put together, all plans finalized because the convention was held several
weeks after the Republicans--it was late--and they should have hit the
road runningvthe day after the convention. It actually took them thirty
days to get--it was up in late Septcember before they ever really got
started,

M: Did you attend the '68 convention?

C: Yes. I was not a delegate. 1 was Iinvited as a guest of the comvention,
having served as acting treasurer of the Democratic National Committee and
my previcus assigments in the Democratic National Convention. I was a
guest of the convention.

M: Did you help out in any areas comnnected with running'the convention?

C: Mo. I dida't help amything, All that I did was try to help people get
tickets and had a very difficult time on this. I'm talking about spectator
tickets. It was just vhere I would have bumped into somebody that had been
very helpful to us in the past, and usually they had their wife or son
along or something, and they needed another ticket. And that's not very
much. In the '64 convention, like I previously recited to you, I was
tiasd up every second; but this one I got te just view.

M: What was your assessment of the rumning of this convention?

C: Well, basically, I domn't think anything, Dorothy, too wrong with the
ruming of the convention. This is the way these conventions have been run.
I've been at a mumber of them. I've started at precinct conventions, county
conventions, state conventions, national comventions, where sometimes we've:

baen victorious and sometimes we've been run over, just like some of the
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people thought they were out there. The whole name of the game 1s to have
the yotes, and Mr, Humphrey had:the votes, I just think that some of the
factionalizing of the Demccratic Party just made anything that was dome
out there impossible almost,

.H: There were rumors developing, of course, that Ted Kennedy was going to make
a move, Did fou place‘much credence in these?

C: Dorothy, I heard some of thils, of coufse, f1fth or sixth-handed. And I
thought that he might do it, I was told that he was Mr. Humphrey's first
cholice for Vice President and was told that Mr. Humphrey had talked to him.
Y thought he might do it, and I thought 1f he did, that that could very
well be a wimming combination. But of course he didn't.

T believe that's about 1t unless you've got some questions.

M I have just one more. Occasionally during Mr. Johnson's Administrationm,
there were speculations that he was going some place and then he did or he
did mot. Did you ever have occasion to advance something and then have
the things changed‘so that he did not come?

C: Well, I had that happen right after--and I should have mentioned this while
ago when we were talking about the Austraillan trip, because this happened
very quickly after the Australian trip. You know, it had been tentatively
planned, and, of course, in business or politics or anything else, there's
a bilg difference between a2 tentative plan and a confirmed plan; and the
press a lot of time would make a great to-do out of--I mean, maybe he was -
thinking about a schedule, .or working on a tentative schedule, and then it

- didn't work out or something, well, then the press would have a big to-do
that he had gotten mad at somebody and changed his mind and didn't do--or
they would try to find some ulterior motive involved. And nothing was ever

finalized until it was totally conflirmed with him on the thing. We did
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have this. As I say, he had plannad--tentatively plamned--speeches around
the country aﬁout the last four déys of the electioﬁ in '66. And I was
out in Chicago. I was to handle his visit to Chicago. We did have people
at other places across the country. BEut as you may recall, when he got
back off this Southeastern Asia trip, he went into the hospital here; and
the doctor ordered him to cancel any plans that he had to go right into
some little operation. I've forgottem what, but he was forbidden to do
any more traveling at that time. It ended up that I had to come on back
in without executing the plans that we had tentatively developed out tﬁere.
I was the one that had to call Mayor Daly and tell that Mr. Johnsonr was
not coming. And we had already developed all the plans of how his time
would be utilized.

M: How did Hayor.Daly receive that?

C: He wasn't very happy when I first told him; then when he listened a little
second further and realized it was on doctor's orders, well, he was a
tictle more understanding. However, they went ahead and had the celebration
in Chicage jus:t like Mr. Johnson was there. GCf course, I was back in
Washington and just vread a2bout it in the nevspaper.

M: Did this happen any other times?

C: 1 don't believe it happened to me any other time, I'm sure it happened
some other times, but I don't believe it happened to me any other time,

M: Did you ever have océasion where, as you mentioned, your arrival some place
set off the speculation of the President's arrival that you couldn't help?

C: Dorothy, I didn't understand the first part of your question, I'm sorry.

M: Was there any occasion during your advancing of any of the Presidential
trips where your arrival did set off the speculation that it was irminent,

and it was, you know, had not been officially announced?
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C: I don't think it ever got as far as being an AP release or anything like
this. But I had these peoéle walk up to me and make the statement, "Well,
with you here, Mr. Johnson must be plamming on coming on in," and I had
this happen at the AFL-CI0 convention in Miami. I was 2alking to .one of
my good friemds, one of the intermational presidents I was standing ia the
lcbby talking to; about this time a fellow from Newsweek passed by. He
grabbed this fellow and said, "I want you to meet Clif Carter; he works
for Mr. Johnson." This fellow wanted to know what I was doing there, why

. T was attending an AFL-CIO labor meeting. I changed the subject right

quickly and left. But you have good friends unintentionally get you with
the press just like this.

But back to ansﬁer your question. No. There were instances where
they start whispering--I'm talking about people attending a convention or
a meeting. There have been times whén some of them would see me there
that they'd turn and start vhispering among themselves that he was going
to be there, and at this time it hadn't even been announced that Mr.
Johnson was going fo make an appearance.

I was telling you awhile ago I had a very good trip dowvm to Téxas
AsM three weeks ago. It was Wednesday, March 5, T spoke to a group dowm
there--agbout 300 students, Dorothy; and I told them that there were four
things T yanted to mention to them, for them to keep in mind, to evaluate
ry answers to questions that they might propose. One was I was prejudiced.
and very partisan; that I'd had a hand in some of the accomplishments of
the Johnson Administration; and that time was too quick to really evaluate
vhat had been done. And I thought as college students they ought to keep
those four points in mind Iin evaluating everything that I said about the

Johngson Administration, This was a delightful experience meeting with those
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students, and they wezre very genercus. They had saild thar what they'd like
to do wasz prepare questions and have them written and let me take them and
study over them to see how I was going to answer them, This was the only
part of thelr format that I changed. I told them I didn't want to do that;
I wasn't sure that I could answer all their questions, but I thought it
ruined the spontaneity of the thing--it appeared too canmed to have
written questions; that I would be glad to attempt to answer any question
anybody had on their mind, but I wanted them to stand up and ask their
question and T would try to answer it. And it was done this way.

M: I have no further questioms, Mr. Carter. I know that there's always a
chance that we can have mlssed some subject or area, but if you have no
further comments, we will close,

C: Fine. I failed to emit while ago--after the Detrolt VFW speech, I flew
back with Mr, Johnscen that night to Washington, and General Westmoreland
had spoken earlier in the evening, and he‘flew back with us. Of course,
it was a very fine experience for me to wvisit with General Westmoreland
and the President on the £flight back to Washington, I meant to lnclude
that In oy remarkslabout Detreit.

I just want to thank you 2gain, It has been a real pleasure to get
to work with you, I hope this can be of some little help.

M: It's fine, a2nd I thank you very much, sir.

* ke e Y e
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