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He said he had a lot of projects under way, that it was coming at a bad

time for him, but that if they were anxious to start it, why I had better
probably go on. Right after that, I got a call from Marvin Watson indicating
that they needed me and that if I was going to come, he needed me to come that
particular Friday because on Monday Secretary McNamara was leaving for Viet
Nam and the President wanted me to go with Secretary McNamara to Viet Nam.

So I had to get my shots and passport and all of that stuff. I think that
probably decided me right away to come on up rather suddenly, which I did.

B: You mean the idea of--

C: I didn't see that I had much choice. As it turned out, Secretary McNamara's
trip was scrubbed that weekend, so I didn't do that; but by then I was up
here and talked to the President and had gotten reasonably settled.

B: You had known *:-. Johnson for some time before all this, had you not?

C: DNo, not intimatelv at all. My father was District Attorney in the Hill
Country when President Johnson was a boy, in the early 1920s. He knew my
father just as & young boy would know an older man. The President at that
time was apparently attracted to courthouse proceedings and that sort of
thing. He has told me many times of various trials he witnessed as a boy,
and he knew my father by reputation and all. I didn't know him except through
the governars I worked for.

B: As I said in the preliminary conversation, I think later we ought to go into
some of the details of that. But to move on now, after you were up here,
you were then later approached with the idea of being the press secretary?

C: I worked with Mr. Rostow for two or three months, then was asked by the
President to work with the press office to spend time here to get better

acquainted with the press operation, to help Bill Moyers, and to try to
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B: Was this directly related to Mr. Moyers. It has come up in connection with
his leaving.

C: It wasn't a cause of his leaving or anything like that. It was just during
a transition period, all of the things that are in the nature of problems
usually are examined and if you are going to make changes in an operation
that's the time to make it. So there were some changes which had to be
made during that time and we made them.

B: Which means, I assume, the people involved in this are no longer with the
Press Office.

C: Some aren't, but beyond that, those that stayed got a clear understanding
of what they were supposed to be doing and what they weren't supposed to be
doing.

B: How did Presiden: Johanson offer the Press Secretary job to you?

C: As I recall, we were in his bedroom. He asked me if I was willing to become
Press Secretary. I said I was. He said, "Do you think you can handle it?"
And I said, "I think I probably can.'" He showed me a letter that Bill Moyers
had written him in which Moyers said that he had hesitated to leave during
a long period because he was not satisfied that the President had a man on
his staff who could move in to the satisfaction of the President. And that
he felt that I had the President's confidence and did know the operation,
and that T should be the one to replace him. The President just showed me
that without any comment, and that's about the way it was. He told me
later, either later that same day or a day or so later, he told Bill to
make the proper announcements and take care of it, so it was done.

B: Did he then, or anytime about that time, discuss with you his philosophy of

dealing with the press or, in less dramatic terms, some of the problems that

he had had dealing with the press?
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B: Does this ever irritate him?

C: DNo.

B: You have never been thrown out?

C: No. I usually send him a note. If there is something going on that I think
I ought to be in on, I will send him a note. Does he want me in there?
Most of the time he does, so that there are no problems.

B: This applies to everything. Is there anything to your knowledge that you
have not been in on pretty much from the beginning. For example, what
about the rather delicate negotiations with the Vietnamese bombing halt of
this month?

C: I think Tom Johnson and I attended every meeting. I may not have attended

one simply because I was doing something else, and Tom sat in on it and I
read his notes later. The bombing decision started out, began, as a very
closely kept matter for a day or so, among the President, the Secretary of
State, and Mr. Rostow. DNobody else knew except our negotiators in Paris

and the people who handle the cable traffic. It was kept that closely for

a day or two until they could see what it was before anyone else was brought
in, Mr. Clifford or the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs or the CIA or anyone.

B: Would this have been--

C: This was, oh, maybe a Friday, the eleventh of October, before the meetings
began on Monday in which Clifford and others were brought in. From Monday
on, actually I knew what was going on. The President on the plane to Texas
Friday night gave me enough information on it--that I knew something was
developing. I didn't have the specifics, but he told me enough about it
so that I knew what was happening.

B: Then in the almost two years you have held this office, you don't feel that

anything has been kept from you?
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came into it and Tom Johnson. Over in the bedroom one morning, the President
just dropped it out in front of Tom Johnson. So from then on I worked with
Tom on the thing. I never said anything to anyone about it, as I recall.

I don't think I ever mentioned it to anybody because I didn't know who knew
and who didn't, and particularly from that January to March time, we kept it
awfully close because he really hadn't decided what to do. You know, he could
have been forced into this race by circumstances.

You mean Viet Nam, or domestically?

Yes, by that or by domestic political situations. I think he did not want
to leave the impression that he was being run out of the race. This was a
problem because the primaries had begun. He made a conscious decision not
to let them enter his name in the New Hampshire primary, which was the first
one, so thev rzn a write-in campaign. His name wasn't on the ballot in New
Bapshire. He carried the popular vote in New Hampshire, but as you recall
McCarthy's nams wzs on the ballot as the only Democrat, I believe, and most
of his delegates were elected. Johnson had the popular votes by a slight
margin, but McCarthy's delegates were elected, But that's an example. He
could have allowed his name to go on the ballot and didn't. He didn't
actively campaign himself in New Hampshire.

Were Robert Kennedy's activities involved in this, too?

Well, partly because he didn't know whether Kennedy was going to run or
not--although he suspected it for many, wmany months that Bobby Kennedy
would make a run for the Presidency in '68. The Party was becoming quite
divided after the McCarthy-Kennedy movement during that period. I think
the President finally decided that he could not close ranks in the Party

and still work in a non-partisan way toward a Viet Nam settlement, and
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