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about it because again of the Texas thing, and the fact that it looked like
he was going down to put on some big show for the Latin American Ambassadors.

F: Was he sometimes pushed into the position of being, in a way, more Texan
than he wanted to be?

C: Yes. He got burned a time or two.

F: I presume the whole group of you were at times.

C: Yes, we all were sensitive about it. He got burned a time or two on this
Texas stuff. He never forgave Liz for stuff like "six-shooter coffee" and
things like that early in his Administration. He thought that put a Texan
stamp on him that he didn't necessarily want, and this was part of the
problem with this particular ambassadors' function at the ranch. That is
the only example, though, that I can recall offhand where we really had a
little conflict between the West Wing and the East Wing on this sort of thing.
We worked out our problems. We tried to. I tried on this and on one or two
minor things. I tried to stay out of Liz's way on it because I sure didn't
want to get into the business of running the East Wing. I had enough to do
on my own.

F: Did the President ever sort-of go behind your back and give reporfers stories
which up till that time he hadn't permitted you to give out?

C: Not really. I was almost always with him when he talked with reporters.
Occasionally he might say something on an off-the-record basis to a reporter
that I would have been very hesitant to say.‘ But after all, I usually said
what I was told to say on these sensitive matters.

F: But you never did wake up and pick up the Des Moines Register and [were]

surprised by--
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deal with in the sense that you knew that for that paper it was open season

on the President, and you had to be extremely careful how you dealt with them.

It didn't mean that these guys couldn't write a fair story. They could. I've

seen extremely fair stories written by some of the worst critics of the

President, but if they had even the germ of something unfavorable, you

could always count on it being built up pretty good in an unfriendly newspaper.
There were others. There were one or two who were excellent reporters

but were unrealiable observers of the Lyndon Johnson Presidency because

they despised the President. I don't know whether there's any other way

to put it. They questioned everything he did, morally, legally, or

otherwise.

He could have solved all the world's problems and there would have still

been some flaw in it.

I remember a terrible cuss—fight between Stu Loory of the Los Angeles Times and

Loyd Hackler, one of the Assistant Press Secretaries. Loory wrote a story

that was totally unfair. It was wrong--—just an incorrect sotry. I don't

remember now what the subject was. It just infuriated Hackler. He showed

it to me, and I got mad when I saw it. When I got mad, Hackler just blew

his cool and just the thought that this fellow would do this to the President

just overwhelmed him, and he went out and challenged Loory. I thought they

were golng to get into a fight——a.fist~fighta As it was, he called him

every name he could think of, and Loory said he was insulted, and he wasn't

going to stand for that, and they were trying to intimidate the press, and

all this sort of stuff. Well, it was one of these momentary things, and

it was a rarity, but occasionally we did have that.
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travel away from Washington, as any national from a Communist country is.
But other than that, they come in and cover the briefings and cover the
news conferences.

One time, when we got special permission for one of the TASS correspond-
ents to go to Texas with us, tie President took him along with a group of
three or four other reporters on a tour of the ranch in his station wagon,
and showed him his house, and everything else--treated him just like one of
the American correspondents. I think that's the first time any TASS man
ever got on the ranch, and the Secret Service was always quite skeptical
having these folks too close to the President. Not because of security
problems particularly, but just because they represented the enemy, you
know.

F: Allowing for the fact that they do have a party line and therefore are going
to slant their stcocries according to the line, did you get the feeling with
the Communist press representatives that maybe you blunted their antagonism
just a little?

C: I never had any illusions about who they were or what they were. Every
Soviet correspondent in Washington is also an agent. It's just a fact of
life you live with. They're there for a double purpose, as journalists and
as people who report to their government on activities, They report on a
variety of things--economic, political, all sorts of things--but they are
an arm of the Soviet government, and they have to be considered as such.
Many of them are army-trained people. They're agents--Communist agents—-
and therefore their activities outside of Washington are a little bit restricted.

Also, if you talk to them privately, you have to understand that

everything you say is potentially information [intelligence] for them that

11
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they may make some use of. You also have to take with a grain of salt a

lot of what they say, because they use an identical line, They did when

we were there, anyway. The individual Russian correspondents, in particular,
always were talking about '"Why can't we have better understanding? Why
can't we have peace? Why can't we get Viet Nam solved so everything will be
fine?" The general line was pretty much the same, you know. It was a
soft-sell type of thing that '"Our country is a good place, and we're good
people, and we ought not be enemies" type of approach. Well, this was

fine. I sold the same line, and I didn't object to that.

I remember one time, though, I created a small problem. I ran into a
new TASS correspondent--an Armenian, I've forgotten his mame--at a State
Department reception, and he asked me why he hadn't yet been accredited to
the White House. He had sent his letter in several weeks before, and he
hadn't received his White House accreditation.

I said, "Oh, you've got a particular problem."

He was sort of a little bit stunned and said, "What is it?"

I said, '"You haven't signed the non-Communist oath."

He didn't laugh at all. It wasn't a bit funny to him. And I thought,
"Oh, my word, I've really big-mouthed it too much!" But I think he finally
understood that it was a joke.

F: Did you make any personal friendships, or were you in a position to make
any personal friendships?

C: Not with Soviet correspondents. There was one that I liked. He was this
fellow that went to the ranch with us. I liked him personally, but I never
had any social relationship with him. Didn't want that type of relationship.

Thought it was bad business, and didn't seek it.

Did you somewhat, like an umpire, stay away from the ball players so that

12
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you wouldn't get sort-of non-objective in your relationships with them, or
did you go ahead? Your natural friends would be newspaper people--would have
been able to talk the same language.

C: I guess some of my closest friends--social friends, personal friends--in
Washington were naturally newspaper people.

F: Of course, some of them you would have known back in Texas before they
moved East.

C: Well, a few, but my wife and I developed very close personal relationships
with a number of them. We were generally able to keep our business and our
friendships apart. There are several there now that I still consider good
friends, and we still have a relationship. I'm going to try to go to England
next summer and going to stay with Ray Shearer, who's now with NBC in London.
Pat Heffernan, oz Reuters bureau chief in Washington, is a particularly good
friznd of ours, z2zd a number of others that we are still close to and I
still see everv zime I go to Washington. It's possible to have that type
of social relaticmship without compromising yourself. (

Naturally v friends in the press corps were generally people who were
not supercritical of the President. I would have had extreme difficulty
in being too close to a guy who just sat around all the time bad-mouthing
the President. You don't have any relationship. You're just sitting there
arguing all the time.

F: It's not exactly an evening of fun, is it?

C: So generally it was with people who were either pretty objective or who were
actually fairly friendly to the President. Merriman Smith of UPI was a very

objective sort-of pro-President reporter. He's an old-timer. He just

believed that the President was the President and you ought to give him the

13
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benefit of the doubt. He was a particularly good friend, and a number of
others.
F: Was there an easing of any tensions between the White House and the reporters

after the President removed himself as a candidate on March 31, 19687 Or

did this seem to matter?

C: T guess it mattered some because it sort~of, in general, directed press
criticism and press attention away from him some, particularly after the
campaign--after the primaries were in full-swing, and the conventions, and
then the campaign. The press attention was diffused over a number of people,
and I think that, in itself, helped the pregident's press relations a little.

I always thought sometimes our relationships with the press were a little
too close and a little too familiar. There was no great mystique about Presi-
dent Johnson as far as the press was concerned. They knew him too well.

He had been in the Senate. A lot of them knew him there. He was a personal
friend of a good many newspaper people.

F: Too many of them knew him when he needed publicity.

C: Well, he wasn't distant from them. In a way public officials are better off
when they're a bit removed from the herd, you know. If you can develop a
mystique that you're a little bit removed from the ordinary person and that
you're a little insulated, and a little distant, and unfamiliar, and maybe
treét them at arms length, sometimes I think your press relations are better.

N I think that the President in some ways was too close to the press room as
such. He devoted a great deal of his personal attention and his energy to
the news media. Now part of this was defensive because he was always having
problems with the news media, and they were doing something that would get

him in trouble. But still he had a very difficult time in lifting himself

14
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him more vulnerable to catching all the blame for everything that anybody
did in regard to press relations. If Orville Freeman or somebody else had
a row, the temptation on the press's part was to think that it was really
the President and somebody having a row, that it was all his doing.

F: Everything got personalized?

C: Everything got kind-of personalized back to Lyndon Johnson's war with the
press.

F: Did you have some sort of regular regimen for--or someone in your office
who actually read papers and made a conscious effort for saturation reading,
or did you just read the best you could and when you had time?

C: Oh, I read the available papers that were timely. Of course, that was just
the Washington papers and the New York Times and the Sun and the Wall Street
Journal. They were the only ones that you could really get access to when
you needed them.

Willie Day Taylor read all of the papers that came in to the White
House, and clipped stuff she thought the President was interested in, or
that I would be interested in. So we kept up with the papers around the
country fairly well, but it's extremely difficult to sit there and read a
stack of clippings when you don't have time to do it. You know, if you're
at home, you get our papers delivered to you at home. You can generally
read them in the car going to work or something, but it's hard just to sit
there and read the paper in the White House. I think one of my failings
was, sometimes I didn't read the papers carefully enough or listen to the
radio carefully enough or watch the "Today Show' carefully enough, or some-
thing like that. But I'll swear, when I got to work I didn't have time

to do anything else except work.
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F: Did the President ever catch you on some news development that you hadn't
read and he had?

C: Sure, frequently, because he was lying up in his bed over there at the Mansion
in the morning going over the newspapers very thoroughly, and going over a
lot of other stuff thoroughly. That was his way of operating to spend
most of the morning doing the reading of things that he had to do, and that
included the newspapers. The Press Secretary had to get up at home, get the
kids to school, eat breakfast--probably fix his own breakfast--and fight the
traffic getting to work over a thirty-minute haul, or something like that,
and come into an office completely unprotected from the phone or anything
else. It was a slightly different environment so a lot of times I missed
some things that I hadn't had time to look at.

F: How did you handi= the problem? Each one of the Cabinet, each one of the
Departments, each one of the agencies, has its own press office. I'm sure
that occasiocnally :thkings came out of there that you would rather had been
funneled through tae White House. Was there any coordination, or did you
just trust to luck on this?

C: No, there was z good bit of coordination. We generally knew what the
agencies were going to do, and it was reasonably well-coordinated with
the White House. A lot of times I was given the option by an agency as to
whether we wanted to release something at the White House or in the agency.
I adopted a policy, and in a way changed the policy, that put more of that
load back on the agencies.

I always thought it was sort of bad business for the White House to
be releasing a lot of stuff that was obviously agency material, and we

tried to guard against it. We didn't always succeed because sometimes
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we were so desperate we had to have something from an agency to put out.

I consciously tried to help the agency people--public information people~-with
their own problems as well as want them to help me with mine. I figured that
if we just treated them like dogs out there in the Departments we weren't
going to get any help when we really needed it. I didn't try to rule them
with an iron hand, or anything like that. I didn't think it was wise, and
it's not any way to do business.

They generally kept us advised on what their Cabinet Secretary or their
Department head was going to do. They usually, at our request, sent us sort
of a Futures Book every week on what they had in the mill, We would look
at that and see if there was something there, you know, that looked like
potentially Presidantial activity. Ninety-nine times out of a hundred it
wasn't, and they went on about their business and never even heard from us.

We checked wi:h.them every morning, with the key departments--particularly
with the ones imvolved in foreign policy. I had a coordination system with
the Pentagon, Statz Department, White House, CIA—-the agencies primarily
involved with international relations on problems of the day--on what was
to be said in briefings. The State Department and White House had a partic-
ular problem in trying to be consistent on what they told the press because
we both had briefings. I had one at 11 in the morning, and the State
Department press officer had one at noon, and it was awfully easy to get
caught in a conflict without very close coordination.

F: You didn't have time to get a transcript over to him.
C: Well, as soon as my briefing was over, one of my people called him and went
over with him the questions and answers so he could anticipate what he might

get and, also, just find out what T had referred over to the State Depar tment,
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the Thursday or Friday before. The press was completely aware of the project
by then and had been given some background on it.

On that Saturday before we left office the President did not see Udall,
I guess Udall thought he was going to see him. Udall apparently cooled his
heels most of Saturday waiting to see the President, and along in the after-
noon a story moved on the wire that the President had taken this action.

When I read it, I was really caught offguard. I thought, '"Boy, they
sure didn't coordinate this with us. Here it is a Presidential decision that
they've just announced over in Interior--and I diddt know anything about it."
They didn't even call me and alert me that it was coming out, but, you know,
it wasn't unusual for a Department to announce something that the President
had done if the Prasident thought that's the way it ought to be handled.

I presume this czz2 through Charlie Boatner's office?

Yes.

And you would have known Charlie real well.

Yes,

And probably quite congenially.

I talked to Charlie after the thing was over and he said Udall had told him
to put it out. |

So he didn't bother to touch base in this case. He thought he was free to go
ahead.

Yes. When the President talked to Udall, Udall, according to the President
anyway, blamed part of the problem on his press office over in the Interior
Depar tment--that they'd been a little prematurs on it. I don't think that's
the fact. Udall got tired of waiting, and he just went ahead and did it.

He was committed to the reporters to have the briefing, and he, without
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figure out some way to do it, but 7,000,000 acres was just a little bit
too much for Congress to swallow.

Also he had told Udall to check with the Congressmen--the appropriate
people--and get this worked out, to get their assent on anything he was
going to do. I know for a fact that Wayne Aspinall still opposed it right
up to the last, and that it was my impression that Udall had not really
done his homework with the Congress on this matter. And I think this had
an effect on the President's action too.

In fairness to everybody, I think it was just one big unfortunate
incident the way the thing developed. It was not all the President's fault
and it was not all just anger over naming a stadium after Robert Kennedy and
stuff like that, although he considered that to be precipitous as all get-out--
two days before he went out of office--to have one of his Cabinet officers
just rename a major facility in Washington, D.C,, two days before the
Republicans come in, you know. Some of the Republicans promptly said they
were going to change the name to Eisenhower Stadium, you know, and just
created a little political issue,

F: Strong movement to get Cape Kennedy back to Cape Canaveral.

C: That's about all I know about that particular thing. That same Saturday by
sheer coincidence I goofed up the release of a Presidential statement on
the Big Thicket. Tom Johnson gave it to me. He had been with the Presi-
dent. He gave me the statement and indicated to me that the President had
agreed to issue this statement so I just went ahead and put it out. I think
it was a lack of communication between Tom and me, because Tom, I think,
really intended for me to run it back by the President before I finally

put it out. But I had understood him to say, '"The President okayed this--
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it's ready to go." When I put the statement out right on top of all this
other stuff with Udall, it made the President pretty mad.

F: You couldn't have picked a topic--

C: I couldn't have picked a topic that would have upset him any more, and he
worked me over pretty good for releasing the statement without clearing it
with him. He was for saving the Big Thicket, but the way it was handled he
just didn't 1like it at all.

Well, T tried kind of half-heartedly to retrieve the statement, but
it was too late. I mean, the thing had already been moved on the wires and
everything else. It's in the Presidential papers--I mean, the Weekly Compila-
tion of Presidential Documents. It's in there, so it became an official
statement by the President even though he didn't really approve its release.

F: You were always z iittle bit like a football coach, weren't you? That is,
your mistakes were always made right out in public?

C: Yes, there wasu'

t much way you could retrieve them. That's why you had to
be super-cautious, in my opinion, and careful, because you couldn't pull
something back usually. I just regret that right there at the end of the
Administration--

¥: Instead of going out into the peaceful--

C: We had two or three just real goof-ups on that Saturday. We were all
harrassed including the President; and this Udall-Johnson controversy was
one of the worst.

F: I was busy interviewing at that time. [I] had been going at it all fall
and everyone had said to me originally, "Wait until after the conventions,"

then, "wait until after the election in November,'" and then, 'wait until

after Christmas--things are going to slow down at the end of the Administration."
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It seemed to me that things never slowed down, but if anything, either

maintained or accelerated their tempo right up until the very end.

C: He never quit working.

F: He remained President until 11:59.

C: It's not in his nature to slow down. A lot of things slowed down around
him. A lot of the Administration sort-of packed its bags early. But he
tried to prevent it from happening, and he sure stayed there until the end.

F: On something like McNamara's resignation--That was a great sentimental
occasion in a way. It must have been a little bit of a press trial for
you because there was this feeling that, in a sense, McNamara was beiég
booted upstairs to get him out, and that he and the President had gotten
at cross-purposes. How did you handle that?

' C: I tried to handle it just on the facts as I knew them. I'm not sure we
were ever believed completely.
F: Did you ever have a clearcut impression of what was going on?

C: Yes, I knew what was going on all along. I knew, for example, that McNamara
had been the first one to talk about the World Bank. It wasn't the Presi-
dent suggesting it to him, it was him suggesting it to the President. I
think McNamara had reached a point where he wanted relief from what he was
doing, and he had talked to the President a time or two about it. I think
when it got down to the point where the need for the change became evident,
I think the President picked up the option to go on through with what McNamara
really wanted to do, or what he had said he wanted to do. McNamara had
talked to Mr. Wood over at the World Bank, and there was a lot of by-play
in here of McNamara wanting this spot. The question was when.

F: This isn't a deterioration of relations between the two men?
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.

King was assassinated on the night the President was due to leave for

Honolulu for a conference.

-F: And Mrs. Johnson was coming to Texas shortly with a bunch of foreign editors.
C: 1T think we may have misjudged a little the impact of this. It sort of stunned

us. You know, well, he was killed and it was a terrible thing, but I'm not

sure--

F: Along about 7 o'clock in the evening.

C: Yes. I'm not sure we immediately grasped the impact of his assassination.

F: Instant beatification.

C: Yes, it was another one of those dire events, you know, that had happened.
The President was certainly going to be involved in it in some way, but
we delayed canceling the Honolulu meeting for a period of time, not really
bzing certain about what would happen. After a few hours, it became quite
evident that this was a traumatic event in the country. It was going to
be one of the big ones. ©So he canceled his trip to Hawaii, and then we, over
the next several days, faced this horrendous problem of riots and disorders.
Of course, the President had to be very delicate in his handling of the
funeral and the memorial services and this sort of thing.

F: Did he talk with you? Was there indecision on whether he should go to
the funeral?

C: A little. He thought about going to the funeral in Atlanta, but decided
against it-~decided that he would attend the services in Washington and
that that would probably be all he should do. I think that was probably
a wise decision. I think his presence in Atlanta might have made it more
of an emotionsl problem there in the sense that there were a whole bunch

of the people who went into Atlanta to that funeral who had zeroed in pretty
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heavily on him--some sort of symbol of a lot of things they didn't like--
and that it might have changed the complexion of the day--of the service--
if he had been a central part of it down there. Humphrey went and a number
of other people went to the funeral. He [President Johnson] went to the
services there in Washington.

F: How did you handle Robert Kennedy's assassination which from a work stand-
point was most inopportune, quite apart from the fact it was inopportune
for him too? I mean, everybody is scattered and your offices are closed
down and facilities are closed down and so forth. At least they're on a
minimum work schedule, plus the time lag.

C: As I recall, when the situation rcom called me and said he had been shot--

F: The President didan't call you? The situation room called you?

C: No, the situation room called. I turned on the television there at home and
began getting the news. Finally after I had gotten as many facts as I could
on the thing, I went on down to the office early that morning, 4 or 5 o'clock
in the morning; and a lot of us began to assemble down there because we knew
there would be a lot of things we were going to be called on to do.

F: I presume the newsmen were already there.

C: They began to drift in, yes. The President had to make a statement. We
had to make decisions on how you handle that, whether he went on television.
Of course, Kennedy was still alive. We had to get set up a system for getting
medical reports. We faced the question of what type of assassination this
was-~whether it was a one-man deal or another conspiracy. I say, another
conspiracy, I think because we probably suspected that the King thing was
more than just one man although we never saw any evidence to the contrary.

It was just one of those things, you know, coming right on top of this
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