
INTERVIEWEE: GEORGE CHRISTIAN (Tape 1fo3) 

INTERVIEWER: JOE B. FRANTZ 

February 27, 1970 

F : 	 This is interview number three with George Christian in his office on 

February 27, 1970--Joe B, Frantz interviewi ng. 

George, l et's talk a li ttle bit about your predeces sor, one Bill Moyers, 

who came ou t of the preacher realm to become Presiden tial Press Secretary, 

and move on f rom there. I know that part of this wi ll be a f ter the fact, 

but you did overlap, and I'd be i nteres te d in his r elati ons hip wi th the 

Pr esident as you viewed it. 

C: 	 I t hink as I saw his r la tionshi p it was one of extr eme closeness during 

the period f rom about May when I went to t he White House until well up 

in to t he fa l l . I bad the opportuni ty to work with Bill Moyers for abo ut 

the l a st thre e o r four months tha t he was Press Secretary , a nd in my ooinion 

he was one of t he two or t hre e most v luabl e peop le t hat the Pre s i den t 

had. Frankly , I t hink hi s departure cr ea te d a gap that r e a l l y was ra ther 

har d for t he President to ever f ill again. I don' t wan t to denigra te 

mys e lf a s Pr ess S er t ar v be c ause Bi ll and I we r e two diffe r ent types o r 

peopl e and I think i n s ome ways I ser ed the Presiden t adequa tel v a s Press 

Secre tary , but Bil l had been awf u l ly close to t he Presi dent for a l ono- t'me 

on a lo t of things. Bi l l had developed sort-of a taff within t he sta f f in 

t he Wh i t Hous e . I kind of l ooked uoon i t as sort of a little i.Jhite _.ous~ . 

? : 	 Was he kind - of in th ro l e of ·::niei J f ~taff :vithou t hav ing the rit:le. 

J	 . ~ot r eall·T i.;nief of s t a f f . ·v 1 1 , :::: "on 't thin, so, no t dur i ng t nme 

I was there, cer tainly. I n ea r lier days he may have f ulfilled tha r: ::ale 
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for awhile, but he had been deepl y involved in t he legislative program--the 

domes tic program--at one po in t during his time in the White House. He was 

greatly i n terested in foreign affairs and had consequen tly iooved into that 

fiel d a good bit , particularly in r egard to speeches and pol i cy statemen ts 

for t he President. I t hink he had a great in teres t in t h is field. He had 

worked i n the poverty program, and al so in the Peace Corps. I t hink he was 

Deputy Director for a t ime ; but he was also grea tly interes ted in t he fo r ma­

tion of the poverty progr am and t he o ther Great Society programs. So his 

knowledge i n these fie lds was pre tty ex tensive. He had been there at the 

takeoff, particular ly of the domestic program. He had a very strong personal 

feeling toward the President 's Gre at Socie ty program--felt very much involved 

in it. 

Frankly I wa s no t t ha t involved in i t because I wasn' t at the Whi te 

Rouse during t he t ime t hat i t was initiated; and, in some instances, I have 

to confess I probably had s ome philosophi ca l dif f erenc e s wi t h some of the 

approaches although I didn't demonstrate t he se in any way. Frankly, I 

c ons ider myself pretty liberal , but I don' t be lieve I 'm as l ibera l as Bill 

Moyers and s ome others at the Whi te House. 

F : 	 There was no cleavage in th White House staff be tween, say , l "b er als and 

moderates? 

C: 	 Not rea l ly. 'lbe President s urrounded himself with peopl e of di fferent 

philosophies . I think there probabl y tended to be a div i sion a long t he 

lines of so r t of the--there was s ome divis i on between Texan and non- Texan. 

f or example. I th ink thi is a natura division , ;e c 3ome sea.ff memoer 

over apped . 

F: Th i s is just being comfortable , isn' t it ? 
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C: Yes. It wasn 't a clear th ing by any means , because some of t he Texans 

were r eally Was hingtoni ans more than t hey were Texans and didn' t rea lly divide 

along t hos e 1ines. 

There was certainly evi dence of some phil osophical differ ences, bu t 

don't t hink this affe c ted i n any way t he President's divisions or hi s 

programs. He pre t t y we ll made t he decisions based on i nfor mation given 

to him, and he might enterta i n the views of staff memb ers on c ertain things, 

but you had to be awful l y persuas ive to c u t through the Presiden t's own 

genera l attitude toward things. He had very we l l- formed opinions on most 

issues , be i ng in government as long as he was; and , frankly , he knew more 

about mos t t hings than his staff did , and tha t i ncludes Moyers and every ­

body . I mean, there were certa in par ticulars that a man migh t be i n teres ted 

i n , t hat he might be an expert on, tha t the Presiden t would get exper t 

a dvice n. Bu t on broad general pol ic ies the Pr esident was pre tty much 

his own man-- a t l east he was during the t hre e years I wa s there. 

Bi ll 's value to t he President, though, as I said, cut ac ross a whole 

lot of lines . He was a very skil led s peech writer, sort- of what I wo uld call 

a pas s ionate speech wr i ter i n the sense tha t he wan te d posit i on spell d out 

clear l y and wi th grea t sex appe al . He had a way wi t h words tha t I thought 

was ver y good i n ge t tina t he President ' s poin t acros s to the publ ic and 

communica t ing . 

F: 	 Sort-of drama t ized his poin t s . 

C: 	 Yes . I think t ha t ' s t he way to expres s it. As I said he had a siz ble 

s taff of his own, not i n the press of f i c e as s uc h but he h d peopie cnrougn 

th e government: , :-i=al ly, who were ni s f n .ends a nd wi t h whom he consu tea n 

a variecy o things. I f he wanted to know some thing ou t of the i ncelligence 
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community, he pretty well had his own line s into t he intelligence community . 

He had his own l i nes i n to t he f oreign affai rs sec tion. His own lines in to 

t he Congres s and i n a way thi s caused him some problems. It he l ped hi~ 

i mmensely . It he l ped him help the Pres i dent in a lot of way s . It also 

helped create some problems wi t hin the White Hous e and a little divisiveness 

t hat was very evident when I c ame to the White Hous e in 1966. 

The Whi te House is a d ifficult pl ace as far as human relations go to 

begin wi th. I don' t think it's near as bad as George Reedy pain ted i t i n 

a n articl e--an essay--recent ly. It wa s not a place full of v icious intrigue 

all of t he time, al though I won' t say tha t ther e weren ' t some v i c i ous 

in trigues going on f r om time to time. Most of the staff made a real effort 

to get along wi th the other s taff members , and even when we dis agreed , we 

t r i ed to do it i n a c ivi lized fashion. 

The Pres iden t himself ha s a certain qua li ty that ' s no t uncolll!IDn among 

poli tica l f igures. I t' s the use of t is bear pi t techni que tha t I think 

I've talked abo t be fore in t hese in terviews of sometimes pitting man against 

man. Certa i nly Roo sevelt knew how to do i t, and Pre siden t Johnson did too . 

I t hink be used this, e i ther consc i ous ly or unco nscious ly, as a means of drawing 

the best our of somebody. 

F ! 	 Did you ge t the f eeling s ometimes he a lmost consciousl gave a man an 

as signmen t beyond h i s experience and bi s powers j ust co -ee i f he c uld make 

it? 

C: 	 Yes no question about it and he al so had a habit of ge t t in s t aff members 

t o s econd-guess other staff me mbers . :Tnless you knew wna1: r-.e vas doing, 

somet:imes c:b.is caused :,;ome dissension. ?requent ly you didn't know how manv 

people wer e workin on a cercain s ub ject, p rticul arly a speec . He mi ght 
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get a draft of a speech f rom someone, hand out copies t o four or five o ther 

peop le on the sta ff , and you woul dn't know who all had the copies. He 'd say 

to me, "Put this in Johnson Ci ty l anguage, " or some t hing , and I wouldn' t 

have any i dea who else was wor k i ng on it and whether t he guy t ha t wa s working 

on it migh t be doing the same th i ng , a nd whe ther we ought t o be collabor ating 

or doi ng it individual ly . 

F: You must have writ ten a lo t of speeches that never c ame out r ecognizable? 

C: No, because I discovered t hat , r egardles s of how he par t icularly wanted 

s omething done l i ke tha t, it was gener al ly best to try to find ou t who e l s e 

was working wi t h it and t r y to wor k on it in a unifi ed way . Other wise I 

t ho ught i t got comple t e l y ba l l ed up t o where you just had a lot of guys 

s pinning their whee ls . I' m not sure other sta ff members did tha t, bu t I've 

a l ways l i ked to collaborate wi t h people on something rather t han j ust head 

out in some direc t ion not knowing wher e I was going . 

But tha t was a hab i t. It was a way of g tting t hings done, and i t worke d 

okay as long as you kn ew . Everybody, every public of ficia l , has a certa in 

way of opera t i ng . I t sui t s h im, and everybody e ls e nee ds to adapt to it . 

Back t o Bill Hcyers --he attempted in many ways to guide the Pre si den t , 

and I think on a l ot of t hings he did guide the President . I t hink when he 

was gone from the White Hous e t her e was a vo i d, wi thou t a ny question . 

I know a lo t of peop e won' t agr ee wi t h chat . I ' afr aid t hou h, cha t 

people who say tha t isn ' t so maybe le t t heir prej udice s ge t ahe ad of thei r 

common sens e on the t hi ng, because he did have ene mies vithin the White House. 

He had a l ot of statf peopl e who , or different reasons, ~ere · lict e unhappy 

w i. ch him by the time he depar r:ed. Jne .vas jus c the fact tha t you aiways hav e 

3 t ruggles with i n che Pal ace Guard . Anothe r is t e power-play ching. :3ome 
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members of the Whi te House staff during Johnson 's days sought power; and 

when a guy seek s power, he's go ing to step on some toes. Peop le were in 

and out of powe r , so to speak. A guy would be in favor for awhi l e , and t hen 

he 'd be relega ted to t he far recesses of the Eas t Wing . 

F: You coul d k ind-of r un a weekly form char t, couldn 't you? 

C: Well, sometimes it was diffic ul t to stay in favo r fo r a fellow who wante d 

to s tay i n f avor by means that got other guys out of f avor , and there was 

a little knifing and a littl e jousting going on in the Whi te House . 

F: Did you get the f ee l i ng t here was at times a l ittle, s ay , petty tattling? 

C: Some of tha t, and also a tendency on the pa r t of some people to take t he 

Pres iden t a t his word on wha t he s aid abou t sta ff me mbers . Presiden t John son 

is the kin d of man tha t might make an outr ageous statement to your face or 

abou t you to someone else , and he doesn't r ea lly mean it. I mean , he may 

me an it partly, but he sometimes overs t ates i t. He migh t s ay , "That ' the 

s t upidest one human being that ever worke d for me ,'' but he doesn ' t mean that 

t a 11. \nd i f a £el low unders t ands that, he c an ge t by f ine. I f he' 

sensitive-­

F : Just as when he says that "George Christian is t he greatest person who ever 

worked for me " he doesn ' t quite go al 1 the wav ei ther . 

C: I take t hat with a grain of sal t , too, because ic jus t depends a lo t on moo . 

It depends a lot on wha t a man has j ust done . 

F : e talks in uperlac ives . 

C: Ile does talk in uperlativ s . I t t ook peopl who worked fo r him sometimes 

a l ittle time to et accuscomed to his particular r:rait, ·nd c•o me imes vo u 

ad the fee linf; ::ou were un or down. 

Bil 1 Moyers , I think fe lt un and felt down more than anvbody I've ever 

worked '1i t h. He would eit er be a t the heigh t s or in the dep t hs, depending 
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on how the Pr es ident felt towar d hi m at a cer t ain time. It r eal l y was a 

dis t r ess ing t hi ng, par t i cular ly to me early in t he game when I wasn ' t s ure 

about this hab i t the Pr esident had . Some days Bill was l ike a son to him, 

and on o ther days he wouldn' t speak to him, and t hi s affected him v ery , 

very deep ly. 

Frankly , tha tkind of thi ng didn't bo t her me a great dea l . I t hi nk I 

wea the red that t ype of t hing a little b i t be tter t han some of the o thers 

maybe because I ha d worked for a who le of di f f e r ent pol i ticians and I 've 

go tten kind-of accus tomed to that general tra i t. Bu t I t hink that did 

a f fec t Bill, and i t very muc h affected hi s relati onships with t he President. 

I t hink t he sta f f diss ens ions a f f ected his rel ationshi ps wi th t he Pr esi ­

dent a grea t deal. He was a very v is ib le Pr es s Sec r e t ary --ver y, ve r y vis i ble , 

more so than anybody I guess. We l l, Salinger was v i s ible in Kennedy 's 

days, of course--but Bi l l was the first Press Secretary in a long, long 

t ime - -I guess Steve Earl y would probably b the nearest one to hi m--that the 

pr es s ass umed wa s a man in the very high councils in the Whi t e House because 

he was taken from ano ther pos i tion in the Whi te Hous e of being the leo-isla­

t ive man, the dome stic aff a i rs man, he guy who r eal l y had hi s f inger on 

everything that was in the Wh ite House, [and] pu t into the Pres s Secre t ary 's 

job . This was an i ns t ant sens ation i the sense that the pr ess , for the 

first time , though t t hey had acces s to a guy who was r eal l y right t er e in 

the inne r circle. 

F : 	 Kind- o an assi stan t Pres i dent . 

C: 	 Yes not just a guy--l mea n, contact with che ?resi enc i~ one thing ; ccess 

to the ?residenc is ano ther thing. nut being ac [ ally i nvo lved in all or 

the po lic, -making decis ions i n the ite Rouse is s omet hing el se ; ana t hey 
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thought that, "Here we are. We've final ly got a Press Secre tary who's ri ght 

there in the middle of all these policy decisions ." 

F : 	 Did the President sometimes feel t hat Bill went beyond wha t Johnson would have 

wanted him to go, that he arrogated a certain amount of the power to himself? 

C: 	 Yes, and I think Bill probably realizes he did that; and I know tha t the press 

thinks that. Many members of the press, in retrospec t , though t that Bill went 

beyond what the President's policies or th inking were on certa i n sub jects-­

that sometimes it was Moyer's thinking rather than the Pr esident's . Now a 

Presidential Press Secr etary can get by with this wi th certain Presidents , 

I think, but with Lyndon Johnson, unless he really was t hink ing a cer t ain 

thing, he never r eal ly wanted anybody to say he was t h i nking that. He was 

very sensitive on that poin t , and I think it worked al l right for awhil e. 

I think , though, that when the Pres ident and Bi11 began to have confl icts, 

Bill became very sens i t ive to this and pul led i n his horns a good bit. Durina 

the time I was there during '66, I didn't de t ec t any great deviation f r om 

the Presidentia l l i ne in Bill's br i e fin s . 

Now, in Bil l ' s conversations with r epor ters, hi s ove rv iew of t he si t uation 

might con fo rm to t he Pres ident's and mi ght no t , f r ankly . I mean he tried 

t o be as he lpful as he could to repor t ers nd 0 iv t hem as much bac kgro und 

a e could, and I think the President thought he was l eaking a lot of 

things tha t e had no business leaking . I f it wasn't Bi ll doing it, i t was 

somebody ls e on his s taff . I mean, thi s was a n i rr i t an t dur i ng chose lase 

ays of '66-- tha t he was a fra id tha t the Pr e ss ff ice wa s just telling the 

pres s everything t at wa gain on . I f a nyboav ::.n :ne 2-::-css l)ff · ce Knew 

_invthina o:i any s ubstance, ._ c ~10u1d soon fin d :L :S wav i n t o the newspap rs. 

This was part ly t rue . .\nd it ' s the only criticis m t:ha t Ir al l _1 have oi 

Ri l l' s oper a t i on. 
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Bil l 	 wa s s urr o unded by extr emely loyal people. He i s t he kind of guy 

that i t 's very eas y to be loyal to. For one t hing, he ' s as smart as he can 

be, 	and he' s aggressive, and he's compassiona te, and he's a friend. He' s a 

good f riend to have. Hi s staff l ooked up to him as a br i ght yo ung man who 

real l y was going places and who they liked. He c onf ided in his people a 

great deal more t han maybe he should have. This is no t just i n his assistant 

press sec retary and t ha t sort of thing, but the gir ls i n the office probably 

knew 	 more t han under norma l circumstanc es they s hould have. 

This l ed to a lot of problems t ha t came home to roos t. Some people i n 

the office talked about the Presiden t. 'Ibey wha t I called bad - mouthed the 

President to reporters. When t he Pres i dent and Bi l l were i n a par ticu l ar 

confl ict , everybody in the Press Offi ce wa s total ly aware of i t a l most 

immediately , and na tural l y they stood up for Bill . I n standing up fo r Bi l l, 

some t imes they took t he Pres ident down a peg or t~~ a nd t his i s a very 

uncomfortable s itua tion in an over -heated place l ike the Whi te House . 

'Ibis was a cons tant irritant to the Pres i en t in he few m n t hs I wa s 

there before Bill l eft . I t had a direct e ffe c t on their relations, a lthough 

it wasn ' t a cons tant thing, in t he s ens e, that many t i mes Bil l was ver much 

i n favor and sometime s he was n't. But I t hink the final problems be tween 

Bill and the Pr es ident--which wer e th re and nobody can hide them-- I think 

r eal l y c:he problems emanated from Bill' s des i re t o 1 ave as much as any t hing. 

F : 	 Do you t hink he ;us t wore out in the job'? 

C: 	 l think he was tired of bein Pr e s s Secretary . I think he was :;eein~ ::hat 

he was bein~ eroded s ome . A good many euorc_rs '•ere ::.o r e ac: 'Lim. 3v chat , 

[ on' t oean t_at tne press in Jeneral was down on h im . It ~vas f'.:l fr m 

~t, bu t he had some conil ic t s , and he fe lt he really was c ught be tween the 
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press and the Pres i den t , and t here was only one way to get out of that, and 

tha t was to ge t crus hed or leave. He d i dn ' t like the trends; he was not 

very happy with t he President' s general a tti tude toward press relations . 

He had t r i ed it. He felt he had been a success, but he was ready to l eave. 

On top of t ha t after hi s bro t her died, his financial bind became 

severe--more s evere than it had been. It was a cons t an t pressure on him. 

He felt he bad to make more money; [he ] felt he was s queezed out. He, I 

think, on several occasions had wanted to get free from the Whi te Hous e 

where he could oper a te a little more effectivel y as Under secre t a ry of 

Sta te or s omething, and t he Pres ident never woul d do this; and I thi nk 

t his was also a pr obl em wi th him. He fina l l just felt he had to go , and he 

wa s qui t e plain in his reas on in that he had o have mo re money. It wa s 

f i nancial more than any thing e lse, I t hink . 

I think the Presiden t re s ented his l eav i ng f rankl y . 

F : 	 He f d i · sown job'? The President di dn ' t ass is t ·n t i s a t all? 

C: 	 I don ' t th ink so . He a lway s told him, you know, "I f you have to go , chat 1s 

fine --you have to go ." Bu t I th i nk deep down Lyndon Jo hnso n di d no t wan t 

him to go ; [he] fel t- -and this i s hard to xp l ain , difficult t o explain. 

I t hi nk t he Pr e s i den t did no t want Bill to rema i n hi s Pr s s Secre tary. I 

t i nk ha t was pre tty obv i ous even befo r e I wen t to W sh i ng t on. Thi s was 

a conclusion that a lot of people r eached in arl '66 long bef ore he actual ly 

left as Press Secretary. I don ' t t hink the Presiden t was coCIIP l e tely haopy 

with chat and ::.omehow h wa n ted to reso lve chis problem. 

But I think Bill's taking the inicia t ive ~n l~aving ~3u ed ome nroo l ems 

benveen tne ~resident ana Bil because , s I say, deeo aown I chink [ U 

?r es i dent resen t tha t Bi l l wo ul d want to 1 ave. I t 's s simp le as that. 
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He had been an extremely valuable ma n . He needed him in a lo t of ways , and 

he r a ther r es en te d his l ea ving . So in the final couple of months there, 

t he ir relationship really go t pre t ty ha za r dous, a nd that ' s about the x t ent 

I think of my- ­

F : Does the Pre siden t l ike to keep peop le around? 

C: He does. He wants t o decide it. This is no t unusual , t ho ugh. When a 

fellow h ires out to him, I t hink the Pres ident ' s general atti tude has a lways 

been, ~. "Wan t his undivided loya l t y, " and -9.:?£., " I wan t to be the judge 

o f when he has completed his job and when he hasn 't. I don' t ob "ec t to h is 

leaving i f be has go t good cause to leave , bu t I like to have a part in i t . " 

That ' s jus t the way he is . 

F: Don 't just give me a month' s no tice . 

C: "I 'm not going t o stand in your way, you know, bu t I'm not ga in to be ver y 

happy i f I'm i n the middle of thi ngs tha t I think ar~ t he llXl St importan t 

th i ngs i n the worl d and you l eave f o r 0 o l d. 11 I 've he ard hi m use t hi s 

expression , a bout half-k i dding and half-serious , you ow-- "the gold is 

t here and you ' re go ing af ter it . " I t hink he didn ' t r ally l i ke chis to 

happen. 

As far a s you know did he ever think cha t Bil l had so l d out to the Kennedvs? 

C: I don't think s o . I s aw some of tha t a lluded to in Sam Houston's book . 

I think on some occasions e was glad t a t there was a ti between Bill 

and the Ke nnedys . 

F: I t was useful. 

C: I t was useful. Bue s a genera l philosophy he objec c2a :: => !.l . Ie never 

was sur e . " OU know 1ow c l ose -:.. c :;as: a.nd he never was s ure wnecne r :rrere 

~igh t be some exchange f thougnt , o r somethi ng, that might cause im 
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problems. I don 't t hink ther e was, bu t I think the uncer tainty of the thing 

d i d cause some concern . 

F : Di d he ever sit down wi th you or o t her members of the staff and encourage 

you on whom you ought to ge t to know, or how you ought to spr ead yoursel f 

a rand , or did he t ake for gran ted that you were going to do that? 

C: No , he never did really. He just might make suggestions now and t hen that 

he wi shed I ' d en tertain imre i n my home for repo r ters, [o r ] that there we re 

certain repo rters he did n ' t want us to have much contact with because he 

didn ' t t r ust t hem. But, generally , as f ar as the Press See r t ary went, he 

assumed and expected the Press Secretary to deal with al most everybody. 

Wha t he res en ted was other people on the staff dealing with a who l e 

lot of press people. He did not l i ke for a fellow who was n 't t he Pr ess 

Seer tar y to be sa i ng much to the pre ss --saying a ny t hing to the p r ess for 

tha t mat t er-­ n l e ss t he Pres Secre tary asked him to do it or unles s he 

asked him to do i t . He pr fer r ed t hey stay o ut of tha t limeli gh t . He took 

i for granted tha t he ought t o have one spokesman , an d t ha t he di n 't have 

t o fid l e a round trying to tel l t en people what to s ay, t ha t i f he d al t 

with one man, be was just on a lo t mor e s e c ure gr ound than deal i n wi th 

t en . 

F : I n bul.lding your own s t aff, did be give you pre t ty much a free hand ? 

C: Yes. There wer e t:Wo or three p eop l e chat he pr ferre d not to stay when 

t he c hangeove r occurred· and i n a coup l e of i nstances , I conv ince d him $O rne 

people ought t o s t ay . I kept e s sentia l l y t he s taff I i nhe r i t e d. I !Jrou~nt 

i n , oh , I t hink. one or tw pe oolc: i..s '-ll : .mt :::_ ..ep c ~he -:iale s t aif i.n tne 

-, r ess oific ~ wi t h ne o: xceprion . J1oo Fl ming was t h r e wnen I ;o t he r e , 

i n he s t ayed as my deputy. fo m Johnson wa s the r e whe n I go t t her e, a na 
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he stayed as my assis t ant. I brought i n Lloyd Hackl er. But o ther than 

tha t it was abo ut the same staff. The Pres ident was s atisfied that we 

had plugged up what he thought was the problem, so there never was any other 

concern about it . 

F: What did he think was the problem.? 

C: I t hink t hey jus t nee ded to be told no t to t alk too much. Maybe I was 

guil t y of not telling t hem every t h ing tha t I s hould have, and a l ot of them. 

may hav e r esented it. I don' t know. I maybe kept things a l ittle closer 

to m.y chest than he had. 

F: Than Bill bad ? 

C: Yes . And also very meanly [ I] l aid down the law about conduct , nd they 

ace p ted it and I don' t t hink I ever had any problem wi th it. 

F: Did the Pres ident ever suggest t hat you find some w y o f leaking cer tain 

i nform.a tion? 

C: Yes. Oh s ure. Contro lled leaks --that's jus t a way of doing busines s . 

F: How does t he Pres£ Secr etar y do t hat? Doe s he jus t hand it to s omebody in 

another br anch? 

C: No . Yo u don ' t really have any problem. with it becau e your door i s open, 

nd guys are hamme ring on your vall a ll day long , trying to get in and talk 

t o you. If you know t hat there 's line t hat you want to peddle. you have 

every oppor tuni ty to do it because they 're coming i n ther e al l dur ing cbe 

day . 

F: There '11 be somebody from th Des Mo ines RegI.ste r •ho-­

C: Ob, hell, you won't have to leak 1- t , ::: Tie an. _n rne ~ense ch..ic ··ou ·mn ~ .av 

to jus t sav. ''·!el , ;.: want to ,:,tv yo u a nice leak . ' '.'.ou just ao L = _n Le 

,.,ay you t lk to them and the way you answer t heir ques uons. 
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F: Did they re s pec t you pre tty wel l when yo u reques ted non - attribut ion? 

C: Oh , yes , the r e was never any prob l e m wi th t hat . The Was h ing ton press is 

so regimented on what's background , and wha t' s off the reco r d , and wha t 1 s 

on the recor d, and wha t 's a t tr ibu t able, and what isn't , that they jus t do 

it by rote. They know that if they break yo ur confid enc e that the ir source 

is likely to be cut off, so they're pret ty car e f ul abou t i t . 

F: Did you go over the list of ac c r ed i ted White House peop le and approve, disap­

pr ove , or how is t hat handled? 

C: No , I le t Bob F leming ha ndle it whe n he was Deputy Pr es s Secretary, a nd a fter 

he left one of my secre tar i es h andled it. She handl ed i t wi th t he Secret 

Serv i ce and other sec urity peo ple , and I di dn' t have any thing to do wi t h it . 

F: Who can join? If I went up there like Wick Fowle r from the Denton Recor d ­

Chronicle as a full-t i me Was hi ng ton corre sponden t , would I b e admit ted . 

C: Yes. Anybody who 's a ful l-ti me Wa s h i ng ton correspondent. It 's ac t ually 

e as ier to get acer di ted i f you 're jus t one man than it is if you 're a bureau 

f u ll of people . I mean CBS might want t hirty people ac e edited to t e White 

Hous e, nd we w u ld onl y want to acc redit ten . We jus t didn 1 t see any point 

i n g i ving everybody in t own a Wh i te House pass, and anybody e lse coul d get 

temporary acc es s any time they van t ed to. We t r ied to h ld i t down to a 

reasonable number i n each l arge bureau where. you wo uldn 1 t be floode w1th 

peop le. 

F: Let 's ta lk brief l y about this matter of White Hous e salaries. You men tioned 

Bil l ' .:; financia l pr obl e ms af t er hi s brother died . A Whi te Houre salar 1 

pr e tty good sa l ary i n Denton. It ' s not so c;ooa :..n .Jasnin1?;ton ~usr -, n ::1e 

surfac e . n cne o [Oer nand, f!.O W muco oi a s train does it :Ju c e n vou . ~' 

nd, ~' !.n nv eracciv Admin ist r a [ i n l i ke Johnson s --how muc o cime co 
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you have to spend money? I n o ther wor ds, what are the pressures f or you to 

ma in tai n a cer t ain status of living? Are ther e dress pressures? Ne ighborhood 

pressures ? 

C: Yes , there are great pressures on that. In the first p l ace, most fel l ows go 

to work at the Wh ite House f or salaries exceed ing anything they 've ever made . 

There i sn't any doubt abou t tha t. 

F: Looks good on paper . 

C: It looks very good on paper . I mean, when you look like you ' re getting a 

third mo re money than you 've made, why, that's grea t. Except if you move i nto 

Washi gton from some other place, the fi' rs t thi'ng t hat h · its you--if you 've 

got any size fami l y at all --where you could ge t by i n a $25 , 000 or $30 ,000 

house in Austin, Texas , you have to have a ho use in Was hington anywher e from 

$60 , 000 to $75, 000 . They just don ' t build houses up there big enouah to 

accommoda te anybody in any half-way decen t neighborhoo nywhere round 

Washing ton f or les s than $50, 000, a nd you ' r e awful l y , awful l y luc ky to find 

o ne that cheap. So aut omatically yo u de di cate yourself to h i g house paym nts 

of anywhere from $350 to $500 a month if you're in the $30, 000 a vear salar 

range . Well , cha t 1s awf ul l y steep. You a l so probably have to go borrow man y 

to help get you there and h elp buy t he drapes and all that assor t d s tuff , 

a nd yo u us u lly wind up wi th ano t he r big bank note on top o r tha t. You might 

no t have enough c sh to put · n on the down paymen t a nd you may have to 

finagle cb.a t i n s ome way~- have to saddl e y ouself wi t h mo re debt with a 

second lien o r some thing like tha t . 

F : I pr es ume , i n genera , t hat banks will work ~n c::i · .:)u 
4 

..1 t because e r - e 

na gi c 0£ ::ne .-il1i te do use name . 

I 1m sure ic b.elps. They know you mus t have some chin~ on the ba 1 ar :·ou 

? ouldn 1 t be there . Bu t on top f ta t your wife as t o dress nret ·darned 
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well. You go to many f unctions , inc luding many at the White House , to 

whicb you can' t go in a Sears Roeb uck dress. 'Tiia t part of it au tomatical ly 

r uns up. Your own c l o t hing•- the wear and tear on a man' s c lo thing is bad 

enough; you can' t go in l ooki ng seedy. You can ' t go in with holes i n your 

s hoes . Of course, you can't wear a sport shirt to work which I have done manv 

times in Texas, if I knew I wasn 't go ing anywhere. You have to wear out a 

s ui t . Yo u have to have f ormal clothes. You have to occas ionally eat at 

restaurants t ha t cost you a fortune. You also have a heck of a lot of 

drop- i n trade when you're at the White House--people you 've known a nd rela tives 

and everybody else pour in to see you when you're up the re . It's a great 

t h i ng to be able to c ome see somebody in t he White Ho us e , and t ha t me ans more 

expense for food and everything el se . It is a hi gh pr e ssure, high priced 

existence , and t here is no way to break even. There 's no way to work up 

ther -- to me--wi t hout go ing i n to debt . 

F: 	 So unl ss you've g t i ndepend n t means , you've go t proble ms . 

C: 	 I f yo u 're not wea l t hy, you're going to ao into debt ; a nd tha t happened to 

Moyers, and it happened to me , a nd i t happened, I t hink , t o everybody e l se 

that ever went up th re I guess. And these great $30, 000 sa l aries mel te away 

pr et ty quick. 

}fy wife is a lawyer, and s e wo r ked whi l e we were c ere . hie needed a 

live - in hous ekeeper we felt because we had so many children an s e was 

working . We 11 , s he -worked and pai d for th t . And, al o, it's a wav of 

l ife up t here t o have live-in help. You can ' t find cemporar he lo. -·au ::an 

hardly fin s omebody jus t to come :..n a nd :lean ::ou .:ouse . :'.:hev •= t. ther ! :.ve 

~•it --ou or ··ou uon :: Jet ooe . ::.a about what .:. t amoun ts ::o . 

.?l us the fact, oi course, if ]OU 've go c smal l chil dren a nd you r gone t::nougn 

you're go i ng to need someone-­
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C: I f you're gone a lot , you' re going to have to have some body . So you r un 

into t ha t problem. 'Ibey r a ise d t hes e top j obs in t he Whi te Hous e f rom 

$30 ,000 to $42,500, I think, and I do n 't think that ' s enough because the 

cos t of l iving is going to ca t ch that pre tty quick, par t icularly, real 

estate costs and o ther thing s in Wash ington which are outrageous. And 

unfortuna tely it's going up in other parts of the country -­ just abou t to 

catch t hem now. 

F: So White House salaries ar e certainly , [only] a bas ic underwriting . I t 's 

not really l i ving . 

C: I t underwr i tes a sacrifice, because there is no way to be a six-bi t oper ator 

in a do l lar cl i ma te . You can cut some corner s , but the r e are some you can ' t 

cut. It's not keeping up with t he Joneses as much as it is just rying to 

keep up wi th what ' s expected of you whe ther you 1 i ke it or no t. 

F: Di d t he Pres iden t ever take par t i n where h is staff should go , what functions 

t hey should be seen a t, and o on? I 'm sure you ' r e overwhelmed with invita­

t ions . 

C: Yes . No t really . He didn' t care as l ong as you­ ­

( nterruption by phone) 

F: Soc ial is tha t it? I 'm sure you knew where to go on a f w ocher occasions . 

C: He never worried abou t wher e we we re go i ng as ong a s we we r e ava ilable i f 

need be, and as l ong a s we didn ' t make a habit , you know . J us t ever y nigh t 

s lipping out a t 6 :30 and going somewhere , because that wasn 't our hour s a c 

che White House . Our hours ran very, very late masc of the time . 

~.Jhat you tri d to do was vou cri ed to samp l che Embassy p r cies d S muc n 

~ s vou could, ?articularly bee - us it's he on y hance in life ou ever gee 

:o go co them. ::: t' s some thing your wife j ust ought to have a chance to do . 
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I a l ways t ried to go to any cockta i l par ty, or anythi ng tha t some me mber o f 

the pr ess was sponsoring. I mis s ed very, very few o f t hose . I n the f i r st 

p lace it's jus t bad bus iness for t he Pre ss Secretar y no t to be there. He 's 

expec ted to be there. They want him to be ther e . 

F: 	 They l ook f or him . 

C: 	 He 's kind of t he star a ttrac tion , yo u know , and they want you to be t her e . 

It hurts t hei r fee l i ngs when you' re not. Of cours e , while he never encour aged 

or d is cou raged anything par t icularly , the Pr es ident jus t assumed you were 

go i ng to do t hat kind of t hing. 

Many , many times t he Pres ident him.se l f wan ted your comp anionship. Lyndon 

Johnson' s croni es were generally peop le who worked fo r him. Ther e were very 

f ew ou t side peop le who ever even c ame abou t the Whi te House. I f he wa n ted 

to have d i nne r wi t h some body, he got two or t h r ee of his staff peop le , and 

t he i r wive s , an d h is secre t ary and er boy fri end, a nd Hr s . J ohnson, a nd 

maybe one of the daugh ters and he r busband- - Lynda or Luc i - - and ha d dinner , 

and w n t and saw a mov ie in the t heater or something, and wen t to s leep uring 

t he mov ie; but jus t gene r al ly had a good time . f he wanted to go ou t on the 

y acht-- t he boa t --he generally took a coup le of staff peop l e and the i r wi ves 

and maybe a Texas Congr es sional f r i end or t:wo and his wife and maybe some 

Cabinet officer and hi s wife, and maybe even a newspaperman and his wi f e- ­

Bil l fu i t e in pa r ticular was one tha t used to go with us a good bit--a nd just 

go ou t to relax . Thes e are croni es . We didn 1 t dis cu s a ny thing of grea c 

i moor t a l ot of times . We swappe d y r ns, and he s~enc most f the r.ime ust 

ceas ing ever ybodv . This business o r gover ment ov ~ronv- - L 6Wear ~ta · some 

-routes a l l ri.ant. nuc a loc oi ..!S didn ' c b.ave <: y ruo r e inf uence cnan 

. og as fa r as t.he way the government was go Lng t o go. But there were social 
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demands l i ke this tha t kept you pre tty tied up a good bit o f t he time and 

en j oyable stu f f. You liked to do it a nd a l l that , but still it was time 

away from home. 

F: Let's s hift in what time we have remaining and ta lk a lit t le bi t about your 

t rips a broad and your set ting up press r ela tions for tha t . 

C: Well, we took s everal overs eas t r ip s whi l e I was the Pre ss Secre t a r y . They 

were a mixed bag as far a s being s uccessful i n t e rms of press re lat ions, 

or no t succe s s fu l in terms of pr ess relations . On one or two occasions , 

it was j ust l i ke a Chi nese f i re dr i l l. 

F: What do you mean ? 

C: Wel l, once we went to Canada t o Expo ' 67. The Pres i dent cou ldn't decide 

wh e ther he was go ing to go or not . He had bee n invi te d t o go up there on 

Amer ican Day, I think , at Expo i n Mon treal t o see the American pavilion . 

This was just bef ore the Midd le East war broke out--1967--and t here 

were gr eat t ens i ons in t he Middl e Eas t. They were having the Gulf o f Aqaba 

d ispute wh r e we were t rying co dec ide whet her t o put t oge t er a west rn 

f l eet of s hips to break the Egyp tian blockade and j ust f orce t he Egyptians 

t o let the s e ships through to prove that t ha t was i nternat ional wa ter . 

ell , hi was a t ens e si t ua t i on and he didn 't know whe ther he wan ted 

t o run off to Canada with th is about to happen. 

Ye t he a so f el t it would be good t o calk to Les cer Pearson Prime -

Mini ster-Canada] , who had won a Nobel Pr ize fo r tryin ~ t o s ett le wars i n cha 

a r ea . He a nd Pea rson wer e not t bes t o f fr iends . ·.e had had some dis -

a reemen cs wi ch Pearson . 

• . ;~ r e tneir -:iacure 5o rt Jf D.D r as i e coward e acn o cher , or the y j us t-- ·: 

~!es . Pe arson was p retty so r t ·n J.n t e macional affairs , d the Presiden i: 

was no t by any meas ure soft-he ded i n hi s approach coward wor l d prob l ems. 
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Pearson was in so me way s kind of a pink c loud fell ow . He hoped thing s 

were a who le lot be tter t han they really were s ome times. The Presiden t 

didn't a gr ee wi th h im on certain matters , b ut he di d t hink he ought to 

ta l k to hi m about the Middl e East. He thought it might have a good eff ec t 

on the contestan ts i n the Middle East -- the fac t that he was working to try 

to wor k out something . He needed to show the act ivi t y even if he got no thi ng 

o u t of it except platitudes. 

We had problems wi th demonstra t ors in Mont rea l. They were just poised 

to c ause a pr ob lem if he came to Expo , so he wasn ' t interested in gi v i ng 

much adva nc e no tice if he did dec ide to go . 

The nigh t befor e he was suppo sed to go he decided-- I was with him and 

we were hav i n g di nner at the White Hous e--and he decided about 11 o'cloc k 

"I will no t go . It's jus t s e ttle d. I'm just not go ing. It ' s just not 

wor th i t , an d I'm going t o ge t i n t roub le if I go up there . I don 't know 

wha t t he i n t el ligence repor t s a r e go i ng to be in the morning . You' ve got a 

pres s p lane s it t ing out here, and I just t hink you ought to j us t scrub the 

who le t hing . " I mean, I hadn't t o ld the pre ss we we r e going, bu t I had 

ordered a plane jus t in case we d i d . 

F : 	 On something like t ha t , do you s crub the pr e s s p l ane , o r do you j us t s i t 

t i ght and wait ? 

C : I s a t tight . I had be en burned a t i me or t wo on th i s so rt of t hing , .:m ei I 

decided to hang on to t ha t pr s s plane and jus t t ake a chanc e on it . 

Tha t same nigh t we had s en t an advance t eam up to Hontrea They nad 

::. to pe n t he U. S . s ide and gone i nto coo t e l , 3.na ::e" '.Je r en t .~ven going 

Lnt Cana da un e ss ne ec:uiea t o ·;o . ·1e na to do that jus i: to prepar e . 

es t e r ?earson ha d leake d i t in Ot tawa that the ? re s · e t .. ·· gh t come . 

whic h made t he Pres i den t unhappy. 
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F: 	 He couldn 't even trus t t he Pr i me Minister. 

C: 	 Dean Rusk had p re tty wel l t old t hem that the President co uldn't come. It 

was pr etty well t he climate of it that n i g ht. 

Anyway ear l y the next mor n ing the Pres ident c a lled me at home about 

6:30, I guess , and said, "Wel l, Ar t hur Go l dberg is just really all ove r me 

want ing me to go to Canada to see Pearso n and Leonard Marks thinks I 've go t 

to go to Expo and t hi s i s t he best time to do i t. What kind o f prob l ems 

i s t hi s go ing t o cause you i f I go? " 

And I s aid , "We ll, lots of pro blems . I've go t to call ev r y dadgum 

r eporter. I held t he press plane, I ' ve got it coming in abou t 8 :30 out a t 

Andrews , but it 's r eally going to be somewhat o f a prob l em." 

And he sa i d, ''Wel l , l e t me ta lk t o Art ur again. Let me talk to usk , 

a nd I ' 1 1 ca ll you back. Don 't do any thing un t i l I ca l l you bac k . " 

. bout t hirty minutes later he cal l e d back and s a id, "Well , I just th i nk 

I have t o go . 1be inte l l igence r epor ts are okay. Rusk t h inks I ough t to go . 

Goldberg chinks I ough t to go . Un le ss we ' re j us t go ing to have a press 

di aster, I think we ought to go on and go . II 

And 	I sa i d, "Wel 1, I' 11 do my bes t wi t h the pr es s ching . II 

So I c lle d a couple of my offie gi r l s and go c them to ca 1 t he o cher 

5a l s a nd spli t up the lis t o f regular repo r t r s and te chni cians d eve ry ody , 

and star t call i n and t e ling t hem to get: out to Andr ews bv 9 o'clock or 

.,hatever t ime we we re s uppo sed to take off . nd it was j usc disastr ous ! 

Lor d, th y had trouble ge t ting hold of some of t:he guys, c ·i g co gee 

Andrews ir Force Base in the morn n.g from anvwneri: _n lir-2i.ni.a or :·tar 1 nd 

Jr t:he Oi cric t .:.s ~us t ._ ~any n c::ia t crarfic. - <;.;as aange rous. Guys 

.·rnre ore in the ir necks trying t o ge o u c th re. guy might not gee the 

-V 
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call. I mean by the time you cal led everybody , it might be 8 : 15 or 8:30 

before you ever ge t the guy. And t hen he has got j ust to tear ou t . 

( Phone ) 

C: 	 I chink we f i nally got ever ybody to the pla ne wi t h one exception. One guy 

miss ed the air p lane . We flew them to Mon t r ea l , and they r aised hell a ll the 

way up there . I wasn 't on the a irplane . I believe Tom J ohnson was t he only 

press man aboa r d. 

F : 	 J us t over s hort no tice and over t he life they had to l i ve . 

C: 	 Sure, the way we treated them. In their defense, it was uncon sc ionably 

short not ice. Because I mean a guy could have been k il l ed t ry i ng to 0 et ou t 

there. The main thing they hol l er ed about was t hat we woul d treat them so 

cavalierly. They j ust resented be ing trea ted t ha t cav a lier l y. They tho ugh t 

that we shoul d have warned them. They thought the Pre ss Office houl d hav e 

warned them the night bef ore on an off -the-record basis or somet hi ng. Bu t 

I 'd been so sens i tive about thi s tha t I had t old one or two v r y muc h o ff-the ­

r ecord tha t we migh t do some t hi n g-- j st be r eady i n cas e we id--but gener a ly 

I had just not spread t he word at the President 's instr uc tions . S t hey 

were a l o t of them caugh t pr e t t y muc h of f guard. And t ey hate to be caught 

oifguard. 

I f I ad done no thi ng roo re than t old t hem the ni ght befor e t hat-- . 

I f I lad been elling t hem we weren ' t going , t ha t t he r e were no p l ans to go 

t here woul d hav e been sp ec ulation t ha t he was oing to go, but I pretty 

well sent t he m home the n i ght before with the at titude tha t t here was a 'erv 

verv s li chanc e of going. . nd then, :.men w ::ioo ped :na t on chem tl1e nex 

!.!lOrnin g t hey were :I r ious . .J.na .. hey punish Tom a l the wav co Nontreal. 

} e fo lowe d the Pres ident around thro ugh t he Ame r ica n pavilion, a nd 

cben we had to helicop t er over to -- let's see , I guess we f l ew. We ilew 
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the pre ss over to the Ot tawa airpor t f r om Montrea l, a nd the Pr e s ide nt took 

a pool by choppe r up to Pearson's l ake cot tage, and they talked up t here and 

the pre ss pool covered hi m up t here. 

Back at the airpor t in Ottawa, where most of t h e press were , our press 

fi ling f acil ities were badly inadequate. We hadn ' t ha d time to really set 

any t h i ng up f or them. We didn' t have what they call a mult, wh i c h allows 

r adio feed, so the r a dio people were just furious. J ust the general climate 

when we go t i nto Ottawa. The Canadian Press Secretar y and I tr ied to br ief 

them on the meetin g--to give them some extr a i nformation t hey hadn ' t gotten 

from t he pool. They we re resentf ul. They were down-in-the - mou t h, and quite 

agi tated. 

F : Life j ust wasn ' t very p leasant . 

C: Life was n ' t ver y pleas ant. I took the coward's way out . Well , ac t ua lly Tom 

J ohnson and I bo t h took the coward's way out. We bo t h f l ew home on i r 

Force One wi t h t he Pres ident . Tom dido 't even want to get b ck on the 

pre ss plane. 

F : Cut down on your exposure. 

C: My excuse wa s tha t I dido' t want to give t hem any mo re informa tion beyond 

wha t we had agreed to gi ve -­ 1ha t t he Canadi ans and we had agreed to gi ve them-­

s o it wou d cut down r:he exposure. I unders t anci t hev were unahppy al 1 the 

way home . 

Well when we go t on Ai r Force One ch Pres i dent--. v th is t i me he 

knew this was no t a very ha py time--and Walt Ros tow sai, " t' s prett-: 

bad, isn't it'? " 

~ora. ~ never haa a madder buncn of ;:iress 

!.n mv life . ~.Je 've iusc go t to qui t doing t i s k ind of thing . ' \.nd I totd 

the President tha t . 
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I 
And 	Walt Rostow s ai d, "Well, y ou've just got to remembe r what t he Abbe 

S . I 	 ' f h h 1i e yes wrote a ter t e Fr enc Reva ution. The bis h op [Talleyr and] asked 

him what did he do dur in g the revolution, and h e said, 11 'J ' a i Ve cu. I 

urvived. 1 11 And he s ai d, "That's got to be your attitude toward being 

Pr e ss Secretary . 11 But I did survive it. It wasn't ve ry pleasant. 

I s ome of our other t rave l arrangements, some of t em were not much 

be tter frankly. The l o gi stics we re a l ways the worst proble m we d wi th 

the p ress off i e, and ye t lo gi stics a re e asy when you have a dvan ce 

in fo r ma tion . I t's t he eas iest t h i n g in t h e world to lan . 

F : 	 Does t he Pre sident have a rh t hm on thi s. That is, a t ni gh t he felt one 

way an d the n e x t day w en l e woul d ge t up and the s tm was shinin g, be 

fe l t another way , o r cvas t ere any --! 

C : 	 . o , I j us t t h i nk he was never qui t e cert ain . He a lways wante d to ke ep 

his op ti on open to che las t p os s i ble minute . :le fe lt i t was h i s rero 1rnn ve 

as P re.sident , a.n o i will ave to stand up fo r him on tha t . 

F : 	 • ' gh t. J e ' no c runn ·n g a pr ss t o ur . 

That's r i gh t. .ie doesn' t have t o worry abo u t _n a t. Tha c 1 s some bo dy 

e ls 's concern , an Lle ou~nt to no t ::iave to worrv about it. ~u t vou 

know, you jus t have to try to a dapt o wha c he wants co do . 

;: . 	 Did yo u ever tiet the fee , 1$ tha t a o d bit oi the ::ir.c.ss criti i m on l'.'!a10 

policy was caused by thi s, in a ens e, minor inconveni nee and irritation! 

Jo . Because mos c or ch ress wh o c riticized h i never i-i ad much to do 

'.n th our trios . 

I ey rrer tne oeonle wno ; us e s cave name and·,.; re •.:olu=s: 

. h ac ::. t '.las 1. ;:: ourc :: ·_t ··as _ :;e;ur ce ,~r :iaencnantcen c 

' on !2 - .-:e r2s _: ; as a • o u r c - .:esen cmenc :owarc :.."1= 
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President for not having any-- t hey didn' t th ink he had any f eel ing at all 

t oward them. He t r e ated t hem l i ke dogs. They wer e uni mportant to him as 

people ; and by s howin g no consider a tion to them, they fel t t hey weren' t 

obliga ted to show a heck of a lo t of cons ideration to him. 

Frankly , I th ink it was needles s . I think we crea ted problems that we 

didn 't hav e to have . We did have sec urity problems la te in t he Adminis tra­

tion. We did hav e to keep his options open. We did i nfo r m the press on 

[an] o f f -the-re cord basis many t imes of a dvance t r avel in order to keep 

t hese problems a t a minimum, but we also had a reputat ion for nev er knowing 

whether we were go in g to go somewhere or no t, you kn ow, an d the press ne ve r 

did believe our reasons for keeping thes e options open . They n ever did 

be lieve i t wh en the Pres i den t t old t he m, " I don 't want to s ay l ' m going t o 

Texas t his weekend. If I don 't go , I don 't want it said t ha t I had to cancel 

i t because of some world crisis . And I just don't t hink it 1 s necessary to 

a dvertis e these chings much in a vance--travel. " They didn't buv it a t al l. 

Ei s enhower had alway s mapped out his schedules far in advance. Kennedy 

was pretty bad about it . He i d, t hough, have advance notice. 0£ course , 

now tha t Pres iden t : i xon has come in, they know what Nixon i s go i n g to do 

several mon ths in advance approximate ly; and if he decides no t to go to 

California ai ter telling them be i s gain to California, he jus t sa s 

1tWe l l, 'm no t going for a coup l mo re days " and eve ry i:hin 's fine . So 

now in retrospect, the, real l y think we' e a bunch of boobs for not confidin~ 

in chem more on these thi ngs and in o n no t s cheduling urselves in a ciifferenr 

way . 

? : The ? r es ident ~ever oaw is. 

C~ :-Jo. _\nd in hi defense maybe he shouldn ' t . [mean cha t 's his business how 

he o erates, but I think tha t we need l essly crea t ed problems wich the press 
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on travel. There 's no ques tion about it in my mind, and any Pr ess Secre tary 

who ever ser v e d i n the Wh i te Rouse will tell you the same thing i f he 's 

being honest . 

F: Plus all the unheard bitching t ha t must have gone on at home by wives who 

d idn 1 t know . 

C: Oh, my Lord , yes ~ I mean, I took hea t f r om the press that I nev er told t he 

President about. I didn 't always go in and say, "Oh, God they ' re killing 

me ," or something like that. But they wo rked me over pretty good some t imes . 

he t hing is tha t there was no way to protect him on this par ticul ar 

thing. In most things , if a Pre ident does something that he s ho uldn ' t 

have done , a Pr ess Secr etary can pro t ec t h i m by taki ng the r ap fo r him, which 

I did on several occ s i ons . I took t he r ap on al t ered t ranscripts and other 

t hings to keep it off his neck. He had eno ugh problems without having t hat 

to o. But on travel, we could not take the rap fo r him. They knew it was 

the Pres i den t . hey blamed the President . The wer e irrita t ed at t he Presi­

den t, and they chewed us out for no t violating cne Presiden c' s orders yo u 

know by gain ahead and te l ling them anyway. Bu t hey knew that we wer en 't 

going to do that . I mean, I had a reputation "or being in tensely loyal . 

F: Bu t you were t he on y thing r:hey cou ld g t a t: . 

C: I was the on l y thing t ey could ge t at with the ir tee th . .i.nywav, that was 

a problem, a nd w had it on over seas t rips. The only real ly--where we had 

some good overs a s t rips in he sense of logistics, Pun ca del Es te , and 

even Central Amer ica was a n asy one. de sp ite s ome flap . 

I want to come back a.nd talk co · ·ou a bouc c!"'.ose . .:>uc : on uppose vou ;.;ranc 

:o ge t iai:o cha t :1m. o •·ou : 

:r's probably a li tle late. 

Do you hav _ anv s ho r ci s y u wan t co wr ap up? 

 
LBJ Presidential Library 
http://www.lbjlibrary.org

ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT 
Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781]

 
More on LBJ Library oral histories: 

http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

26



27 

I n terviewer's Note: 

Following the interv iew, Mr. Chri stian and I visited briefly . The 

previo us t ime tha t I had in terviewed hi m, we must have talke d for forty 

minutes, mainly informally about the Pres i dent. This time he to l d me about 

wearing a tie and the President's looking him over and s.:y:..ng, "That tie 

is too short for a man of your heigh t," with which the President showed him 

bow tall men shoul d manipulate their ties by cutting them at the cen ter fold 

and putting a p iece of navy blue or black cloth for six or eight i nches as 

a bridge to lengthen the tie. The tie wh ich Christian was putting on on this 

occasion had such an ex t ension in its center. We discussed the President 's 

inter est in details, especial ly details of peopl e associated with him. 

Christian was in the White House one morning talking with the President 

whi le the Pres iden t was in t he bathroom. Through the mi rror a bove him the 

Pre sident noticed a thinning spat on Chris tian 's head. "George , you 1 r e 

ge tt ing bald, " e s aid. Christian agreed. " - t 's bec ause yo u don't como yo ur 

ha ir ri ght. it down here and let me show you how co comb it ." .>..nd wi th 

that t e Pre sident t ook out comb and brush and f or some minur es thereaf t er 

v ery carefully al t ern a te l _ brus hed and ombed Chris t ian' s hair so tha t it 

wou l d cover the bald spo t. The Pre s i en t s eemed quite sa t is i e d wi t h bis 

res ul ts a nd told Christ i an t hat t his was the way he ought to wear his hair 

everv day. Chris t ian fel t that the Presiden t 's style f or Chris t ian which 

meant comb i ng i t pre t t y much str aigh t f orwar d l e f t him looking like a freak, 

and as soon a s he co u ld ge t outside the President's v i ew he went bac k w 

comb i ng i t t he regula r wav wi h exoosure oi '.-:i bald ::.uo c. 
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In accordance with Sec. S 07 of the Fede ral Prope rty and Adminis­
trative S e rvices Act of 1949, as amended (44 U .S . C . 397) and reg ulations 
i ssued thereunder (41 CFR 101-10), I, George Christian , h e reinafter 
referred to as the donor 6 hereby give, donate, and convey to the United 
States of America for eventual deposit in the proposed Lyndo n Baines 
Johns o n Library, and for administration therein by th e authorities thereof , 
a tap e a nd transcr ipt of a persona l statement approved by me a nd prepared 
for th e purpos e of depos it in th e Lyndon Bai nes Jo h nson Library . The gift 
of this ma t eri a l i s made s ubj ect to the following t e rms a n d conditio ns : 

1 Title to the ma t e rial tra nsferred h e reunder will pass to the Unitedo 

States as of the date of the delive ry of this material into the p hysical 
cus t ody of the Archivi st of the United S t a t es . Th e donor retains to himself 
during his life tim e a ll lite rary property rig hts in the mate r ial do na t ed to the 
United States of America by the term s of t h is instrume nt . After t h e de ath 
of th e donor, the aforesaid literary property rights will pass to the United 
States of Am erica . 

2 . It is th e donor ' s wish to make the materi a l donated to th e United 
States of America by t erm s of this instrument ava ilable fo r r e search as s o on 
as it has been deposite d in t he Lyndon Ba ines Johnson Library. 

3 . A revision of thi s s tipulation gove rning a cc es s t o the material for 
research may be entered into between the donor a n d the Archivis t of the 
United States , o r his designe e , if it appe ars des irab le . 

4, The ma t e rial donat e d t o the Unite d State s purs ua nt to th e foregoing 
shall be ke pt intact perma n e ntly in the Lyndon Baines Johnson Libra ry . 
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