
I NTERVIEWEE: GEORGE CHRISTIAN (Tape #4) 

I NTERVIEWER: JOE B. FRANTZ 

June 30, 1970 

F: 	 This is interview No. 4 with George Christian in his Austin office. 

The date is June 30, 1970; the Htterviewer is Joe B. Frantz. 

George, let's talk first of all about your experiences with 

the foreign travel of the President and just what this involved in 

the way of getting ready ; in the way of arranging facilities overseas; 

and anythi ng that you may have run into along t he way that wa sn't in 

the sc rip t, whi ch I imagine happened every few minutes. 

C: 	 Most of my duties pertained to getting the press ready for overseas 

trips. On most of our trips, particularly those ~nvolving international 

conferences like the Manila Conference in 1966; and the Punta del 

Este Confe rence in '67; and the conference in El Salvador , the 

Cent ral American Pre s idents and r esident Johnson in 1 6 7, was it? 

- · 	 '68 . t he sunnner of 1 68. 

~ . Al l of t ose meetings were, of course, planned well i a dvance, and 

we had ample t ime to send a dvance t e ams to the l a ce of the confe r ence. 

1 wa s ha d o ch a press advance man and a transportation advance 

man on those tr i ps. Anv ove r seas trip b the Pr e sident i s r elat i ve ly 

as i f eve ry t hi ng is planned down to the mi nute ahead ~ time. 

~.Jh o makes out t he t imet a le ? I s i t a ornbination job ? I ' m s ure, v i 

c rse , he Pre si dent pu ts t he fi nal aut hority on i t , bu t some o cty 

a s ,,,o c t o fL,,ure ouc h ow le c an -get where , ~.;he . 

__ commit t ee of 'ih ii: e i-lous e--somei:.;'les ?eni:agon. sorne c irnes Sta ce 

Jeoartmenc-- ')eoul..;! plan cnese ;:_.:. :is . Ge ne r a l h · ~ e militar v oeo ple 

t t e \ ite H.o use , the Presi n t 1 s pi lo t --that mos t or che t ime . 
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of cour se Colonel J im Cross-- he is ve ry pr ominent i n the a dvance 

p l anning . Frequently a s a mat t e r of fact, they would send a 

Pres i denti a l p lane out ahe ad to time to land on t he air fiel ds that 

might be vis ited just to make sure that the r e weren' t any prob lems 

the r e . The Army Signal Corps was of course deeply involved at that 

time in t he p lanning to make sure corrnnunications could be set up-­

F: 	 In doing your a dvancing , did y ou send along equipment, or did you try 

to gather l ocal equipme nt? 

C: 	 We took every thing t ha t we thought we needed. Usually the advanc e 

team went out two or th ree weeks, or more , ahe ad of the Pre sident, 

tak ing eve ry thing t hey cou l d possib l y have use f or, inc luding a 

helicop t er. If ther e was t i me, the stuff was actually in s ome places 

sent in by ship, as we ll as plane, a l though most of the equipment was 

fl own in. We t ook our own communications equipme n t -- te lephone s, radio 

e quipment, press f i l ing facilities, Te lex machines, pre ss telephone s. 

A lot of t hat was t aken care of by he i gnal Corps in f ore i gn count rie s 

to he lp us and the te lephone co pany and the te levision networks get 

s e t up so t at the pr s s would 1ave communicat io ns as well as the 

Pre ide nt . 

I n some place s t he commun · c t ions were s o pr i mitive tha t pract ically 

a who le new layer of communicat ions had t o e puc i n over the local 

service in or de r to take care of t he needs of the Wh ite House and c e 

President, and then t he nee ds of the pre ss on top of tha t. his was 

usua lly accompl ishe d wi t h che help of our telep one comoanv . -)'.Jmecimes 

someone fr om ITT wenc ~v i ch our acivanc people co Souch Amer ca. s a ' 

Punca del !::s ee . The r:elevis i on-radio ne tworks usua ly sent some 

people ou t a e a d of time to estaol ish conmrunications co make sure 
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that-­

F: Do the networks and the wire services and so forth p ay a certain 

amount of the extra c os ts? 

C: They pay for everything they use. 

F: Th i s does not come out o f t he President 's contingency f und or somethi n g 

like tha t? 

C: No. None of the press facilities are paid for by the President, or 

by the Whi te House or the government. Occasionally probably some 

facilities used by the pre ss might be something the Signal Corps had 

a hand in setting up, but generally it's al l priva t e ly done with the 

help of the Si gnal Corps. 

1:' . Bu t you k ee p k ind o f a hand in j ust t o see t hat i t i s going to be all 

r ight? 

C : Ye s. And in the case of the writing-press c ornmunicat ions we esta bli s h 

them ourselve s. The press h as no way o f e stablishin g it s own 

communications on an overseas t r i p l i k e that. Wh en y ou 're taking i ort y 

rep or t e rs with . o u, i t has been by custom the Wh ite Hous e ha s seen 

to it tha t those peop le 1ave c onmrunications r iling facilitie s 

a v a ilab l e where the Pres i de n t goes . They pa_ f or it , but we h a ve t o 

o e r s e e it be cause it 1 s pare a nd oar cel o f our t ta l c orrrrnunic ations 

s ituatio n . 

We worke d with We stern Un ion a nd with the t e le phone c ompa ny co 

ma e sure the y ha d everything t hey needed. We'd esti a t e what t hey 

wou l d need based on t h e numbe r or pe o p that ~ere zoinz wi t h ~s. 

Then our press a dva nce man 1 urinar': uuc:- ­ ite •.;ra s usua ly an a s s is ant 

~~Om the ..Jhite .1 0USe press orfi ce- ­ nis pr imar y duty WOU d be CO Se 

=hat: One, che p ress had a p lac e t o s cay a nd a reas ona b ly d e cen t 
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place ; that t hey ha d a p ress room. 

F: The individual newspapers or whatever did not make their own reservationss 

then? You pret ty well took care of that and assigned ? 

C: We located the best available places. We set ur the press rooms. 

'' e set up their communica t ions and c hartered their plane for them. 

F: Could any accredited correspondent go whose newspaper was willing to 

pay the freight, or did you limit it? 

C : Sometimes of course we were l imited by the number of seats on a plane. 

In one o r two c a ses, we sent two airplanes. We had an overflow 

of a plane, but no, we did n 't restrict it. The cost itself is 

restrictive because we'd pu t eve ry thing virgually ~~ the plane f are, 

and i t 1 s pre tty steep to send a man to c over the Pres i dent somewhere . 

They'd pay a premium to do it because it is e .·: tremely costly with 

conununicat ions and everything. 

Y u k ind of ran a ge ne r al accoun ting office on t hat, too , and then 

illed them? 

C : The White House transportation o i fi ce prorated the costs o f a ll o f 

th i s and j us t b ille d the news age ncy o r the news paper o r t e n etwork. 

r : Did everyb o dy always pay? 

C : Ye s . I think the whole time I wa s there, I thi k one pe r son ma . oe 

went on a tr i p a nd we had difficul ty co l lec t ing f r m h im . Genera l y 

t here were n o problems the r e . 

The pre ss advance ma n had t k now his b u sine ss tho u h. He h ad 

t o k .ow wh ere he needed t o build a t elevis i o n ? at form, ~:Jr c.xamnie . -:J~ 

c ameras. ~e had to s ee that _:··as "Jui lt . .:lwmetimes chis was tougn 

t.:i. ~oinl? i.::i. t o a roreign countrv na jus t re a l :· l iterallv ta in;,; over. 

:n s ome o f the coun t r ies ? re s i dent J ohnso n v is i ted he pe opl wer 

 
LBJ Presidential Library 
http://www.lbjlibrary.org

ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT 
Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781]

 
More on LBJ Library oral histories: 

http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

4



5 

not really awar e of the type of press that we have and the demands 

of the American press on meet ings of this kind . Sometimes it can 

s ort of overwhelm them. Their concept of pre ss may be different 

from ours. It just start l ed a lot of them t hat there were so many 

American press covering these events, followi n g the President. 

I know on our first trip to Asia in 1966 we ran the risk of some 

hard feel i n gs and some rea l misunderstandings on just the demands 

tha t we we r e forced to make in order to take care of the press. When 

we went to Wellington, New Zealand, they didn't even have a hotel 

in Wellington that could hand le thern--the numeer o f the press that 

we r e corning with the President. We sent two full p lane loads on 

a TWA jet and a Pan-Am je t of press with the Pre sident on that 

seventeen-day t r i p to Asia. 

F : What did you o with t hem? 

I n We llin<> t on , t"ew Zealand, _om Johnson, who he l ped advance the trip, 

a d the New Ze aland gover ment recondition an old f erry boat wnich 

a d sleepin~ quart ers. They t ook i t out of mo t hballs and ou t it 

on the dock--next to a dock. We se t up the pre ss fac ilitie s i n 

one of the bu i l ings a t the port t here with the boat a l on gsi e . T 

pres s stayed on the 0 t in t ead or in a hote l. 

-t worke d r easonao l we ll ? 

I t wor ked r asonably we ll . It a s costly bu t under the c ircumstances 

was the best we cou ld do . So you had to have a li ttle inge nu ity 

too . I me an this was a problem that if ··1e had no t - .,a t!-ie ':::'1.::J ·1e1_ 

dvan ced · na - dvanced far :.n advance . . 1e could h· ve 1a 30rne r al 

"Jroolems . _1.f -::ourse. ~·ou r un :!_:it o p l ace s where literal. y the 

C cilities re just no t a deaute i r s omeone to sudde l v dr op in on 
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y ou with a couple of hundred people. We usually flew wi th not jusc 

the White House Air Force One and one press pl ane. We might have 

five airplane s. We might have Air Force One and a backup plane 

might come ahead of time or a little after wi th automobiles and Lord 

knows what all i n them, and maybe two pre ss planes . It 's just like 

fly i ng an armada into some places. On the Asia trip, it really was 

sort of a unique experienc e for a lot of countries we visited to be 

confronted with that sort of thing . 

A lo t of places don't und e rstand our security problems . New 

Zea land, again, was a n example of that. A ew Zealand Pr i me Minister 

--he may have one securi ty man, but he pretty we ll moves around the 

way he wants to . In Austra lia pretty much the same thing . They ' ve 

g o t no g reat s ecurity p roblem with thei r public offic ial s, s o they 

d on ' t understand t he sud en inf l ux if fi fty or sixty Secret Service 

ag nts and a ll the military people that the President brings with 

him. I ' ve wished t hat we could avoid this in some wa y , bu t I don ' t 

k n w h ow to do it . 

They to d us, "My word, the Que e n can go t hro ugh t he streets oi 

We ll in~ton with a coup le of bo bb ies or s omething, you know. Why 

do we have to hav e all f t hi ? Nobod i s o i.n t do a nyt hing. " 

We ll, we h ave a litt le b i t d i f fe r ent si tuat i.on, and they have to 

adapt co it when an Amer i -an Pre s ident g oes somewhe re . In some plac e s 

it's no partic u lar problem bec a use i . c untries lie orea an d 

T ai land t hey are ex t reme l y .,,ecurity cons c io s . whereas a ..:ouncr•· 

l ike t ustral · a o r .'ew Ze a la d ~JOuld r, c i;:,. . 

can ;ive au some anecoo ces i chei.r casual ess. I se r ved w1ch c·em 

0n a ~ri i sh snips in che Sec ond Wor l d War, a nd s ome oi heir feelin~s 

 
LBJ Presidential Library 
http://www.lbjlibrary.org

ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT 
Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781]

 
More on LBJ Library oral histories: 

http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

6

http:situati.on


7 


about secur ity just kind of made my hair s tand on end . 

C: They have a different concept altogethe r. It's j us t too bad we 

can ' t have the s ame conce pt. 

F: It wo uld make a more r elax ed operation. 

C: Yes, be cause the President lit e rally takes an army of peop le with him 

wherever he goes--any Pr es ident does. In some way s it ' s resented 

in a lot of places. I think it was resented in South and Central 

America. The "Co l ossus of the North " type-thing, you know, "Here 

he come s" . 

F: Just k ind of ove rwhelmed. 

C : Yes . ' 'He re comes the a r my f rom t he Nor th . " That 1 s a bout what i t l ooked 

like. 

F: A lit t le i nvas i on. 

C: And literally a t Punta del Este, we did have to put U. S . Anny t ro ops 

in the r e to help . rhey we r e ve r y carefully d is u ised s o t hat it 

wou l dn 1 t a ppea r chat they we r e Army pe op le , u t t ha t 's wha t t hey were . 

We ha d t o have a dd i t ional secur i t y pe op l e there . We had real po tent i a l 

prob l ems i n Punta de l Es t e . Con se que nt l v our pe ople-- Se c re t Se r vice 

pe opl e-­ had to beef up the ir nonnal secur i t y . 

J i d vou dr e s s them in c i vi li n c l o t he s? 

So l die r s in i il · an cloth s e spe c ially tra i ne d fo r this c_·pe '.:lf 

t i no- . 

F : No r i f l es-- jus t p i s t ols? 

C: I neve r saw r i fle s a roun d , buc I saw a lot of fo l k s a d 1 ·1ou1.d 3.ssume 

i:: e v were a rme a in some '·J a v. f .; o ·rse . i. ': -:e come s _e s s ifens ive 

:..) the '.; untr" : · 111 :-~ "iSL i '.1~ ~f :·ou cry to keep as low a pr oi.:. l e 

a s ' Ou can Jn this so r t ~ i t hin J u t whe n t he Pre s ide nc move s a r ouna 
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in crowd s and getting a lot of publicity and every thing , h is security 

is quite apparent. The newspapers in o ther countries make great 

to-do about the Presid en t's security . 

I've got a picture tak en in Australia pr inted in a newspaper 

there. I had a radi o in my hand , and I bent over to tell the 

President something when he was getting in his c a r. The caption 

on the picture say s, "Presidential Bodyguard Warns President o f-- 11 

someth ing or other. But they just assume that anybody around the 

President, part icu larly if he has got a radio in h i s hand, i s bound 

to e a bodyguard or Secret Service or s omething. The y're fascinated 

by ecre t Service. I used t o kid Rufus Youngb lood a out--I used 

to c a ll h im "fo l k he ro '' be cause in A stralia he is sort o f a folk 

hero , be i ng in t he Se c re t Service. 

Bu t the press pa rt of it adds to t he d ifficulties of P r esident ia l 

t ravel . I t just mult ipl i e s everythi g by two or thr e e , you r n eeds 

a nd eve r y t i ng e l se. I n the l d days of course verv i ew p re ss went 

with a trav e i ng Pres ident . Pr eside nt ~isenhower , I think . wa s the 

fi r st one tha t really h ad a lar ge c ont i n gent oi pre s s travel i ng wi th 

h i m w en ai r travel rea l ly ecame eas ier a nd t hat o rt of t h ing . 

Preside nt Roosevelt , I t hi nk , use d t o jus t t ake a coun l e or wire 

r por t r s , a n d t at was about i t . ;Ju t with he te l evi_s i on ne two rks 

t he re , chey mighc send a ~ r w of ten pe op l e -- e ach network a nd wir e 

se r vice-­

h a t ai::>o c t h foreign pre ss w o are repre sent a i n "iasni:iz con '. 


Do =hev !e t in Jn that ~ooL f ~eoole ~no ~of 


:es . : ::e>: ..o. 


\ga in . if ~hev can oav he f reigh t? 
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C: Ye s. We mus t a l ways have Reute rs with us, and Age nce Fra nce Presse 

t rave led wi th us a good b i t . Occ a sionally the Me lbourne newspa pe r, 

t he Sydney paper, or the London Time s had someone with us. 

F : It sort of de pe n ded on where y ou were going? 

C: Yes. 

F: Did you l o c a lly-­ tha t is, when you go t in to a count r y , did you t ry 

to throw any kind of a press party or do any thing like that 

especiall~ or would that have been cons idered patronizing ? 

C: I didn't u s u a lly try to do that . We t r ied to fix the press accorrnnodations 

s comfortably a s we could. We tried t o provide eating facilities, 

b a r, and so forth. 

F : Kept a kind of buffet where people cou ld nibb le whi le thev worked? 

C : Ye s, as comfortable as y ou could . The foreign press , tve treated t hem 

the same way. They were welcome to j oin in with whatever we were 

doing . Us ua lly one of the ai rlines-- Pan-Am--might hav e a ou rtesy 

party or s omething ror them when they g o t t he r e --you know, a cour t e sv 

bar, could et three d r inks or s ome t hing oi that nat ure. There 

was rarely any planned encertainment excep t t he regu l a r entertainment 

planned f or the Pre side n t . 

On u r \ sia trip we alwavs tried to slot s evera l r oor t ers 

i nto each e ven t that t he Pre s ident was goLng co. J e had a S tate 

diner in Ban gkok at tne Palace. Ye t rie to take a s many repor te rs 

as w could. 

~ore- or- less n a r ound-r b i basis ? 

., .. . Nore-or- less . ".."his mu!h t -i e l c l< : :.e -ven c . - : ememoer _akin~ 

: ~ t he d inner _ c i:ed 1 n an2kok : ~ · e l ieve I took thr ee celev ision 

"lecworks, two wire s ervices, anci f our o r f i ve o ther r eoorters to ch is 
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formal dinne r. The n somewhe re e lse down the road, we'd pi ck up 

somebody else. 

F: Did they come pre pared, or did they rent? 

C: We usually planned i t far enough in advanc e where , if we were going 

to set a special pool for an event l i k e this, we told the guy before 

we left Wa s h ington to t ake his black tie because he was going to be 

the pool reporter on suc h- and-such an event and it was a black tie 

func tion. Most of thi s was p lanned we ll enough in advance so tha t 

we could pick our pools and eve ryth ing everywhe r e we were go ing. 

We f requently printed up what we ca lle d a "B ib le " f or the t r i p . 

which Bob Fleming, the Depu t y Pre ss Secre t ary under both Bill Moyers 

and me, learned from J im Hagerty. The first t rip the Pr esident to~k 

of any l e ngth was Presiden t was the t r ip t o As i a i n 1966. Bi ll ~oye r s 

invited Hage r ty down to give all of us a briefing on President 

Eisenhowe r 1 s trave l s and his prepara tion s fo r t ha t. The n he invite d 

Pie rre Salin ger down t or i e f us on the Kenned tr i ps during his 

Presidency . The se we r e very he lpfu l , e special l y the Ha gerty experie nce s 

because Pres i de nt Eisenhower traveleci a grea t dea l when he wa s 

President . Ha ger ty had it down pretty much o a "T" a s t o how o 

·1and le the p r ess. 

. . ne had fo rmu l arize d i t . 

C : Ye s . Af ter one or two crips i t had c me down t o a fo rmula tha c worke ci. , 

a n Hager t y was a very me t hodica l man anvway . J e h a d on his s ta f f 

at the t i me I think one o r t'No peoo le who t he .fhi t e Hous e r e ss - i:: :_.:_:!_ 

,,av T.1ere ur ooaiJ 1 ~ ne :an a civance :JEoolt: anvwnere . Thev 1us t '.-c.new 

'ncidenca l h-, f r om wh a t y o u kno w o f Ha ge rty, I ' ve had him on my 

 
LBJ Presidential Library 
http://www.lbjlibrary.org

ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT 
Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781]

 
More on LBJ Library oral histories: 

http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

10



11 


tentat ive list. Do you thi nk he's anybody worth my see ing 7 Do 

y ou think he had enough r elations with Johnson in those Ei senhower 

y e ars? 

C : I thi nk he probably did. Not a great deal of di rect re lationship, 

but I be l ieve he could g i ve you some ins ight on t h e Eisenhowe r 

relationships and so forth. I think he would b e the bes t of the 

l i vin g peop le from the Eisenhowe r Administ r at i on . Sherman Adams 

--did Sh erman Ad ams di e ? 

f: Not that I know of . 

C: I think he 's still a live. 

F : I ' ve seen Milton isenhower, but of course he's not righ t there 

n the spo t . 

C : He wasn't ac t u al ly working with t h e P r e sident di rec tly . I 'd say 

Hagerty o r She nnan Adams would be . Br yce Harlow was the r e at the 

c ime . He ' s now with t ixon. 

5ut anyway Ha ger t y h a d t is a ctuall d evelo ped in to wha t h c a l 

his " i b le" fo r a trip. Be fore P r e sident Eisen hower ever l eft 

Washi ng t on, the press was g i ven t i s Bib le . I t was j u s t a blow-by- b low 

acc oun t of everything that was ooi g to h appen. had the pre s s poo l s 

a l readv p i cked--Lndividuals who would be coverin~ a certai even c c~ 

report to the others when it ~as over when you couldn t take all t e 

p r ess s omewnere . They had pre s s departur times; na the i r r riva l 

times; had hote l s, and whe ther you would pick up your key o r whether 

the kev wou ld be in:· u r do r. jusc everv hin~; ·1here the ;:i resi.dem: 

•as goi._ and wnether :h is was ~~~eruole 1~ :e evis1on cameras. ~ ci!l 

·amaras . ·ocn. -c •mecner ::..t ..Ja ·-oen to press covera£?,"e onlv .vit' 

.. o - vailabilit·_: or cameras . .l.11 :;-: this was · us t down a ccording to 
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t he best way it could be. 

Of course, t his was refined even more by our people, be c a use 

t hings had change d s ince Eise nhower was there . The demands were 

grea t e r. The televis i on was cons iderably more widespread and so 

forth. Bu t we took the kernel of Hagerty's work and used it pr e tty 

much as our own gui deline. 

F : Did the presence of sate lli te corrnnunicat ion give you any particular 

problems ? 

C : Yes, a time or two we had real c r ises on either try ing to ge t networ k 

film to a l ocat ion where it could be put on satellite, r tryin g t o 

hasten the deve l opment-­

F : You were pretty limite d on where you-­

C: Ye s. Or trying to hasten the development of sat ellite potential 

in some p l ce where they mi ght have be en work i ng on it a nd wer e n 1 t 

quite ready a c the cime we we r e going to go in . I think i n the case 

oi t he Asia t rip I be l ieve the f ilm f the Manila Confere nce , f or 

examp l e, had to be flown to Tokyo for satellite t ransmi ssion. The 

second ti e we went, I t hink we had ample sace l lite t ransmi s sion 

out of Austra l ia and ou t of Germany when the Presiden c-­

Did corrmrun i a t ions fa ilities eve r de termine whe re : ou wou d go, ur 

was i t usuallv s t r ictly diplomatic, milita r y and so 'In. 

C : ~-le 11, c mmunications wa ex treme l y important on a lot of t hese thi ngs . 

You 1 11 remember a bi deba te-- thi s wa s no t President ial t rave l, ··uc 

i t 's the same t v pe of thing-­ a big deba t e ai t e r the i~orc. ·riecnamese 

agreed to come .: o che conierence cao le :.. ::he "PrLng J8 . :he 

.;oncroverv ..,r se 0ver ·mere thev were ~oLn co mee c . le had rec orrnnencea 

:wo or th r ee pl es, and the Communists wante two or _hree olaces . 

They want ed co ~o c~ Phnom Penh, whi ch is in Camb odia. fo r examole. 
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We were 	holding out for other spots. 

F : 	 Warsaw got in there, I remember. 

C: 	 Wars aw got mix ed in wi th it. Communic ations was extremely important 

to us on where that conference was held. If it were held in rather a 

primitive area, we thought we YDuld have a problem. i:n Phnom Penh, 

p ar ticularl --we didn't have an embassy there. If it were held in 

a Communist country, we were really concerned abou t the cormnunications 

problem as to whethEL you could establish the type of clean 

:_:nmrnunications that you needed with your negotiators. Frequently on 

Presidential trips, we were fairly restricted as to where we would 

go ay , f i rs t, t h e a ir field , as t o whether h is j e t c oul d l a nd in a 

c e rtain place. Th is was particular l y a problem on t i s Cen tral 

American t ri where, i n one instance, we couldn' t land at the 

capital of the coun t r y . I ' not s u re whe t h e r it wa s l i cara gua- - on e of 

t hem. 

Wh at did ,·ou d ? 

La nded 	 in ano t her c ity. Bu t t h e land ing f ie l d was imp ort a nt. t 

was an 	 i mpor canc couside r at i on . Th e avai labili t y of cornmuni c a t: i ons 

was impor t ant. You can 1 t put the Pre siden t o r the Cn i te d S ta ces 

:·1here h e can 1 t c ommunica t e. \ time or t:vo we a t ua · l " had c h e 

po cen cial f r a pr oo l em on chac . ~ n E l S lva or che ~ ~n t elephone 

c ommun ica t ion wi ch t he Uni te d States was kn ock ed ou t :.;hile we we re 

the re bv r a dwo r k uo i n Hexico o r ::;ome wnere, and we na d to se adio 

cmmnun i 	 a t i on. 

lid vou 	 ever rave .1ams s canain0; 

·i:: Ju never rea llv go t .Jown c tha c . 
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C: Usual ly they h a d Na vy communication ships standing by and so f orth . 

In this case I think we went by radio from-­ k ind of a roundabout 

way . We we nt t o- ­

F: Probably went up t h e West Coast, didn't you? 

C: No, we didn't. For some reason we went through Camp David to get 

to the White House. We had some intermediate point before we got 

to Camp David. It worked out all right. We had plen ty of backup 

systems. I don't ever recall an instance where the Pre s ident was 

total ly out of touch. I believe it was at Punta del Este where we 

h a d to put a communications ship offshore to help us there, and 1'."1_ 

several other places we had to use ships. 

f: Now , the President is notorious for last minute chan ges in schedule, 

many of t h e m n ot even pla nned by im, I gathe r . If the crowd is 

g a in go od and he l i ke s i t, he stavs on too lon g, or de c i des he wants 

to go by s omewhere el se on the way. Did you adv ance a l l pos sibil i t ies, 

o r we re you s met imes ca 1gh t out s i d e th e bal l park ? 

C: Wel l, on dome s t i c t r ips we had p r ob l ems in a lo t oi p l ace s. One 

i nte rnati on a l t rip co Can a da, to Montreal-­

F: We ' ve one over tha t to some ex -c ent . 

C: To Exp o wa s, o f course a n i gh t mar e. Generally on ove r seas t r ips. 

e s pe c ially conferences, ~e ha d n o p r oblems be c a use we pre t t v wel l 

:; t ayed wi t h wha t he was go i n g t o clo . In Ce n t r 1 Ame r ica we did de c i -e 

wh e n we lef t El S l vado r that he wou l d vi si t e a ch capita l . 

That h ad no t bee n decided whe n you lef t ? 

C: ~s I r e cal l it . cha t had no t even ~een consiaerea. 

i'ha t ·:asn 1 
:_ "nur re c ommenoaci:Jn _ 

:o . - ~on 1 t reca ll rnv opinion was eve r o r ticularlv as Kea on chac . 
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I think I pr obably ho llered a little bit about it when I heard about 

it. 

F: How did you hand l e t hat? What you've go t the r e , you 've ot your 

c oun trie s so close together t hat you can't ga i n any fligh t time on 

them. 

C: We landed, I think , just a few minutes ahead of the Pre s i dent in 

each instance. We may have put a pool on h is p l ane, I don't recall 

a ll the details. Bu t I know that he was quite concerned--a nd a 

bit mi f fed-- chat the press situation would have some bearing on what 

he wanted to do about landing at these variou s capi t a ls. As f ar as 

he was concerned, the pr ess c ou ld j ust go on back to the United 

S t ates and le t us go a bout our business, but or c ourse you can 1 c do 

that . 

F: Was t here much to d at those landings exc ep t co re o rt t hat t he 

crowd cheered. 

C: T ere rea l ly was n 't much to do . ~ortunately, they we r e a l l s ar t 

s t ops . .~e .,ot them his spee c he s a he ad 0£ t i me ?re t t y -nu ch . _hei r 

fi in~ was a dequace. They didn'c have anv great ~roblems, and we 

did manage to a vance it a few hours before they wen c . 

f:" : In ;eneral. h ow soon befor e the Pres i ent makes hi s soeech does ne 

have to have it :inally se c? "1r can you inker ·.J ith ; r r i gh t uo ::".) 

t he minute he star ts ta l ki ng ? 

Oh, we used to tinke r with h "s soe eches w ile :he plane was cu l in= 

up-­

LJ:e doesn 1 t ~.; anc 2 half-hour :Lee~·1as ::::i-­

e .;; ave 1t. :e ·;ou l d s t il l ·,e :iddli. g wi t h a .:; peecn ~ i t rallv ·me:1 

we we r e landing . : twas 'c ~eca se he hadn't 3een i t jeiore or 
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anyth ing el se, he just was n ' t satisfied wi t h it a nd maybe something 

had chan ge d--con d i t ions had c hanged. I don't recall ve ry many spe eches 

of his of any signif i cance tha t were set in co ncrete a long time 

ahead of time he delivered t hem. He did a whole lot o f pe r sonal 

wo r k on h is stuff anyway. He l i ke to write i n on t he cards things 

he wante d t o say , and only he could read h is handwriting in some 

instance s . 

F: Tha t t r i p that he went down to Harold Holt's funeral and t h e n just 

kept on g oin g. Was tha t as unplanned as it seemed--as spontaneous? 

C : Ye s. 

F: This must have given you some teal fits. 

C: Monumental headaches . Every ody knew when we left Wa shing ton that he 

wasn't j u st going to Australia and c oming back. Th at j ust wouldn't 

have bee n in char ac ter, But I told the p re ss be f ore we le ft t hat I 

wou l d ave no announc e ments o f any othe r t ravel pr ior t o the t i me 

we ac t ua l ly we nt t he r e we were go ing­ - chac if the Pr esident wen t 

a nyw here e lse, I wasn't go i g c o be able to sav any thin g a oo u t it . 

The just ou gi1t t o g o prepar e for a nv co n t i nge ncy t hen. 

C: J us t go pre pared fo r anyt ing . 

One ques t i on while it's on mv mi nci. Excep t zo r that Canadian t rip, 

we re you able to gi v e m s t oi the pre s s a iairly go o d no ti ce o r 

whe n vou we re gain~ to le ave so the v d idn' t h a ve tha t problem of 

noc k now i ng whe cher t o s tav home fo r b reakfas t~ 

· · Thev kn ew a whole lo t more t an the y e ver liked c o admi t. -:'hev aid 

no c l 'ke cne President 's trave l habit , :he• _omo Laineu oo~c =~em 

cons tanc p;. ~ .1ao cJnsicerao-Le _,vrnuac m· ::: r :::ome of che i.r com laincs. 

=t's ?r o aolv press cub fo ll o r e , t hou g , l • .ow, and hev ' e a 

l it t le wi s t ful ab out i t . 
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C: 	 Oh, yes, that 1 s right. It's more folklore than a ny thing . Lord, I've 

heard so much fo l k lore though about Eisenhower and Kennedy that we 

j ust have added to the folklore about sudden changes in plans, and 

decisions t o land an a irp l ane where y ou're not s upposed to land it, 

a nd stuf f like that. So I guess President J ohnson probably magnified 

it by the fa c t t hat he appeared to be mak i ng rather mercurial decisions 

on trave l s ome times, and sometimes they were rat her sudden. 

F: 	 Did he ever change them in the air ? 

C: 	 Ye s. He wou l d change his mind about something; he 'd j ust say, ' ~el l, 

we' re not o i n1:t, to Tex as Fr iday; just can't go; got t oo muc h to do." 

And Fr ida y af ternoon when he was ge tting ready t o t ake h i s na p and 

he r eal i ze d he was a b out caught up on everyth ing he was do i ng, he'd 

say , ''We ll , I t h i nk 1 1 11 go to Texas ton i ght ." u t t ha t 's h i s 

pr e rogative . All you can do i s j st scramble and do the be st you 

can . Bu t that happened very rar e ly, bec aus e e 2enera l l y knew pret t y 

much what weeke nd he was go ing co ~o home . 

Oc cas iona l l y we woul d have t rip s t hat wo 1 j ump up r a t he r 

s dden l , , t r ip s to mi litary bas es f or s ome rea son o r an o t he r, t i n gs 

l ike tha t. :::i ome t i me s he never ·went: o l aces t ha t he gave seriou rh ought 

t goin g t . He mi ght hav e £ i ven c ons ide rat i on fo r two we k s co 

J oing co De trio t co make a soe e ch some~here a nd t he n decided t ha t he 

di dn 't wan t o ~o i or s ome reas on-- th s i tuat ion was n ' t right i or 

h Lm to appe ar beiore tha t gr ou _ a nd s v what he had in t ende d t o sav ; 

i t was not a r i~h t fo rum f or him- - s ome t hing of tha c :rn c re. "fe' ·-J. 

iu st de c ide n a e t o go . '.·Jell. 3ome t 1mes r ma rs ·..: c u c a.neaa .;::'. :.~'11e 

- a :ne ?:-esil'.l.enc ·;as ::o i n1:< :. .:i .e c;;,ere . -=:his 1usi: ke o c the c re s s 

~:1 ::onscan c turmoil . Thev j us t: skeci me everv dav . •r u know. "Someoociv 
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says in Detriot that he's coming ove r there on s uch-and- s uch a day. 11 

I ' d s ay , "I just haven 't heard anything a t::out it . I ' ll let you know 

if we have any travel, " And then nothing would ever happen . The 

date would pas s; he wouldn ' t go; and they didn't know who to be lieve . 

They di dn 't know what the score was. 

But on that big trip a r ound t he wor l d , of course , al l of that was 

compounded by the need for securi ty and by some rather clumsy handling 

on our par t. 

F: I pr esume you had advanced it as a contingency . 

C: No . When we le ft Australia, we were very fortunate t ha t we were 

able to ge t an advanc e team ou t just hours ahead of h im, just t o 

make darned sure that we could land where we were going. 

"' . Swe e p of f the runway and tha t was about i t . 

C: Yes . And t ha t he had telephone t hat e could call the White Hous e 

with . The igna l Corps, i n par t i cu lar , j ust perfonned n iracles on 

t e se things . Of co urse , i n a lo t of pla ce s the Si~na l Corps has 

gone in we ll ead oi t ime j ust on t he outside chance t hat the 

Pre s ident mi gh t be going somewhe re. Fo r example, i n most f the 

major capitals i n Europe they are equi ppe t o go in on a moment s 

no t ice and set \I P corrnnun icat ions fo r the President because chey 1 'e 

a lreadv one thei r a ovance tvork . Thev've done this in I dia. ) f 

course, yo u '?;o to a mi l i ary a se in Thailan or Cam Rann Bay i::i ,-~e c 

'.'iam or some t hin~ . ·ou 1 e go t '1 prob l ems . They 1 re quiope a to t ke 

the President or anyoody e lse whenever he comes, juc no c -o in SOQ 

p lace s. 

n t: :ac: :)arci::1 iar :::-i;:i ·:e =-?~ea :::ie :>res s chac: ·1e ,•as o.:ivious l" 

::i:li~g :..n co toe war zone-­ not f rom anyc:h ing ~.;ie cold chem be caus e we 
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never told them a thing, except for the fact that we had to have 

certain shots-- inoculations--for safety's sake before we could go into 

Thailand or Viet Nam or somewhere. So these guys were wise enough 

to know that when you say, ''You've got to get your plague sho t." 

they know you don ' t need a plague shot for Australia . 

F : 	 You did that before you left home? 

C: 	 Yes, we had to. You just can 't take a guy into a place and expose h im 

to some horrendous dis ase that he 's not inoculated against. But 

they were very good about protecting that. They accepted it j ust 

as a real contingency plan . I told t hem fra nkly 1 d i dn 't know whe re 

we were go i ng. I wanted to be inoculated for whatever we were. We 

might crash in New Guinea or something and mi gh t need that p l ague 

shot . 

Bu t a fter we 1 ft Melbourne, or Canbe r r a r wherever we took 

o f f f rom to ead ou t around t he world, it was j ust on e prob lem a fter 

nother eve r yw e re we landed. I was under ironc lad ins t ructions oc 

t o l e t the pre s s r i le any stories ou t 0£ Da rwin. Aus t rali . ;vhere 

we reiuele d- - t ha t if s t orie s we re f i l ed ouc of Darwi n, i t wa s a n 

o vious tipoff chat we were heade d Nor t h to Vie t Nam or Thailand. 

Did you le t t hem off che olane? 

C : 	 Ye s . When we g t there, we disc overe d che firs t peop le wno 1...ame 

ou c to the air l ane were Aust r alian newspaoe r pe op l e. The v alrea 

~~new about r is . one oi those th i ngs you ze t i~to . 1)ur own 

traveling pres s ha been barred f om vh isperin~ the ~·rn rd. i)u t ::here 

~ve we r e i.n J arwin, .\ustra i a , nd here che Auscr.:u.i n :;ress '-'.new 2i. i 

.e" ,~new che .? r es idenc ·~as c min:; 

n to Jarwi r rom 1us c che pre aracions be i g ma de. .\nd c:ie .-\uscralians. 

 
LBJ Presidential Library 
http://www.lbjlibrary.org

ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT 
Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781]

 
More on LBJ Library oral histories: 

http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

19



20 


t heir a t t i tude t oward se cur ity is not as severe a s ours. They d idn 't 

pay much attention to it . So na tura lly our press, ve ry justifiably, 

flipped over the f a c t t ha t we had told them they couldn ' t fi le. 

We l l , as it tur ned out, we had filing facilitie s in Darwin because 

t he advanc e team had put some up not knowing what the plans were. 

We fina lly j ust allowed our pr e ss to go ahead and file anyway . What 

else could we do! It c r eated a real doubt in t heir minds t ha t we 

knew what the hell we wer e doing, and I had some doubt s myse l f on that 

trip . 

The same thing ha ppened to us i n Thailand. We were in Ko rat 

Ai r For ce Base i n Thailand under strict secr e cy or ders. The press 

couldn 't f ile stor i e s. They cou ld wr i te their stories and t hey would 

be f i led several hours after we l e f t Ko r a t t he nex t day . \V'hen we go t 

t he r e they accep te d t h i s without too much c omp l a i n t . We dragged in 

the re late a t nigh t and were go i ng to have a few hour s s l e e p a nd 

start the nex t morn i ng at .'.:our o' c l ock. I had no soone r go c them co 

bed t han on of them c ame in and sai d e just he ard on r med Forces 

a d i o chat we we r e in Kara t, T ailand . They we re jus t madde r than 

hornets. Because you jus t can 1 t keep che Presiden t 's cravels chat 

secre t and t he wire se r ice s n ·angkok had di scove r ed t hr ough var ious 

means tha t the Pres 1denc was 1n Kor t. I heard tha t the way the id 

i t was they knew he was com1ng somewhere t o rhai land. The re a r e onlv 

two or chree bas s there chat he cou ld come to . They kepc c llin~ 

the base s and s ying, 1'Has the Pres i den t a r rived ve c ?" rinallv some 

.Jpe racor somewhere said, or·;a. _-: c "ec. ' 

Jell . _hac 1 
• all =hev ~eeaea. ~.ev cnew wnere he was comin~. 

- hev had wavs or _e cting; :_nformat:ion :':rom mi litary peo le a s co whe e 
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h e was and what he was doing. So they h ad t h e story , and h ere our 

traveling White House press got scooped on the ir own stor y . He re 

they 're t ravel ing with hi m a nd can 1 t f ile a p e ep out o f anythi n g . 

You can understa nd the ir ran cor at thi s sor t of thing . But we 

survive d the t rip. I sometimes wo nder how. 

F: Did going on i n to the Vatican give you any part icular t r oubles, 

because the Vatica n has that cer ta i nly an over t one of a rel igious 

state as wel l a s --? 

C: No, we didn ' t have any prob l ems f r om that standpoint . We h ad problems 

taking care o t h e p r ess in Rome . That 1 s one place we re a lly had to 

t r i ck the Communists or face the poss i b ility of just a viole n t r iot 

i n Rome. The President an d Ma rv i n Wat s on and o t h e r s j ust finessed 

t he Reds s ome thing te rrib l e there. They brough t h im in secre t l y . 

~ · How did t h e d o t hat ? 

C : We were suppos ed t fly to Madr id to spend the n i ~ t . ana the r umors 

we re we we r g oing to doub le ~ack co Rome a n s e e t e Pope on 

C ristmas Eve. ~..re c abled the Embassy in Rome to reserve the r ooms 

a t t he hote l there for t he nig t oi the 23 r d. Of course.w e n t hat 

happe ne d the word got out r ather qui kly t hat the President was go ina 

to spend the night in Ma r i d, ~hich he never ha d any in tenc ion or 

doin . 3o che Corrnnum.s ts in I t alv re l axed, hinkin~ we ve re c mi ng 

in the next day . They we r e laying all their p re _ a r a t. ions ior a b i g 

demons tr tion o n Christmas Eve. :he resident =iew in to Rome on che 

ni~h t of the 23rd , ins tea of the 24t h, whic h cau~ht :hem comoletel· 

Ji­ ~uard. ~hev <lidn 1 ~ave t ~me - stir ~ei r :rooos uu ir 1ring 

~iem wine _: -omecn i~~. ., as ~1ere . ano ~en c ~~ see rhe Ical ian 

~eaaers. :nen ove r ~o cne ~atica • nd o u t oi ~ome ~eiore a n:b dv 
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real l y k new what was hap pening. It t urned out to b e a ve ry imp ortant 

trip to see the Pope wi thout stirr ing u p a big worldwide demonstration. 

F: Di d y ou get a feel ing tha t he was well r eceiv e d on t hese tri ps , or 

d i d yo u get a chance to ge t any f eeling at all ? Were you too much 

restr a ined in your own movements ? 

C: I was ge neral l y with him when he was t alk ing with the leaders. I 

think he was well re c e ived virtually eve r ywhere , 

F : Did he seem t o ge t on wi th most o r all of them? 

C: I never s aw any r ea l pro ble ms with his personal r e lations with them. 

F : obo dy that h e k i n d of de v eloped an instant a n tipat hy towa r d, o r vi ce 

versa ? 

C: Oh, he a nd Pr ime Min i s te r Pearson of Canada rea l ly d idn' t ge t along 

too well. I think t he re was some resentmen t --we ll, I k now t here 

was, the y to l d me-- o n t he part of some of t he Ca nadian o f fi cials 

o n t hat tr i p e took to Ex p o. I t hink t hey were a li t t le b i t 

dis tre s sed t hat we hadn' t g one t hr ough the u s ual a me ni ties , ana 

so fo rth, on a trip co ano t her countrv . 

F : Pa rt icu larly to c ome up t o t he c a pita l . 

C : Ye s. Well, we we nt to see Pear s on in his re t rea t sorne w e r e near 

l t t awa afte r we nad been co Ex po. i3 u t I th ink cha t le ft a lit t le 

Jaa ta s t e in t heir mou t h . l t he r t h a n c hat , do n t hink t here was 

a n in s t anc e I c an think ot that he didn 1 t h ave g od r e c eption, and 

thac h e d i d 1 t s eem co-­

F : How i:l :··::i tr .,iew did 1e :;e t: a l ong ·...ii c: h -· and Thieu--··•ho nust: i. 

·e l~ t ~Long ~Kay wi cn ::nem . :.:iwara ::, e ena or hi s Administration .:.. 

cnink cnev pulled some ~menanic,ans he aidn 't Like . :-le did hi s oe s c 
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He did his best to k ee p them wo r k ing together, which was di fficu l t 

because-­

F: We ll, you had t hat problem just about the time of t he election in 

1 6 8, y ou know, when they we r e re ca lc it ran t about Par is and getting 

underway, after you had seemin g l y had harrrrnered out the problems 

with No rth Viet Nam. 

C : Th e y left some antagonisms , b u t I think the Preside nt understood some 

of their feelings. 

F: Did he always hold himself in and keep u p that k i nd o f a de liberate 

unde r standing, or did he eve r call them what he mi ght have called 

y ou and me i n t he same circumstances ? 

C : No, he never called th em a ny thing d i re c tly. He di g i ve the word 

t t h em at one o int in 1 6 8 that , i n effect , he was be ginni n g to ose 

pa tien ce dur i ng some of c he peace t a l k controversies . Bu t by and 

l ar ge 1 had a pre tty good re lations hi p wi th t he m. 

I th ink t hat Thieu cruste d him. I think Ky must have a t l ease 

u nders to o d the Pre s ident 1 s si tua c ion bec ause he coooe rated suror i singl_' 

we l l, considering the f act tha t he had been k i cked down t o s e c on 

man in this thing. But I l wa s t ho u gh t t here wa s--remember Nagui b 

and Na s ser in E~ypt where Nagui b wa s che President: a nd t a s s er ~v a s 

the second man. a nd nobody ha e ve r he a rd of ~!aguLb since then. 

a l wa y s thou gh t the po t en t ial wa s there for Ky to cry to pull the same 

thi n g in time . We cer tain y alwav s had the impress ion t h t the 

situa t ion ex is t ed for r i va l r y and eve n. j)OSsib l v. 2 couo ~r ~orr.e c hing 

::if tha c nature 'lf t er cne -,hieu zov rrunenc -1as 21.ect:ed . J ut ic neve 

1aopened 1uri,~ aur = aminis cra c ion, ~nri I think i t has orooao l y iaae d 

~onsider ablv since t:hen. 

 
LBJ Presidential Library 
http://www.lbjlibrary.org

ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT 
Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781]

 
More on LBJ Library oral histories: 

http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

23



24 

F: To come back to your travel , when you went to Punta del Este this was 

a little different p r oposition, since you 're going down and sit a 

spell rather than bounce all over the place. I presume this in a 

sense wa s just l ike moving the White House to Urugu.ay. 

C: Yes . We rented a beautiful suburban estate for the Bresident which 

had guest houses and this sort of thing which enabled us to keep 

his personal staff the same place he was and provided security, and 

so forth . We just literally set up shop at this house that we had 

borrowed from a newspaper publisher. A lot o f-­

F: Did y ou t ake y our own serving personnel, or did you use l ocal? 

C: Everywhere the President went, he took Fi lipino and Guamanian mess 

personnel f r om t he White Hous e--brought hi s own food . They prepared 

i t for him there--took all his own water and everything; dishes; 

j st the full hou se hold· took his own bed. 

::- . What do y o u do a t m r e or le ss pui:l li c d i nners a t af f air s like thac? 

~fuat 1 s co ke e p h im or the Pr eside nt of Peru or a nywhere e lse f rom 

t he c ok sticking something in i t. or the waiter 7 

r , We 11, I a ssume they just wacched it carefully because he went co a 

1 t of functions like that . r.Je d Ldn 1 t wor rv much about it ; I thi k 

a lot of the food prepar a t ion fo r h im in hi s own habit t was as 

muc h for h i s conve nience a nd peace of mi n a s it was for yth'n::; 

else . There wasn 1 t a nyth ing c o preve n t ou r rom-­

::- · What was vour rout ine down the r e ? I presume . ou did es tab lis a k ind 

f r out ine. 

A Punta del -s te I 5e t ~'.J L~ c e ~ress ~oom ~n the µress offi~es 

_ :1 che tote L . nere : he oress sea ed and s oent most of r;iv time cakin~ 

:Jress peoo le back an d for th ,:iu t t nis i l la f o r h is me tin ~s and 
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pic t ures and so fo rth with the digni tarie s--vis iting Pre sidents. 

F: What did you do, try to t ake a national f rom a par ticular country out 

at the same time t hat t ha t particular person's l eader i s going t o-- ? 

C: Yes, sometimes we just took them all, just took everyb ody out there, 

and let them get the flavor of what they were doing ; then take them 

on back to t he hotel. A l ot o f the Punta del Es te Confe re nce was 

take n up by con ference i n c onfere nce hall, you know , with everybo dy 

ma king speeches and going to slee p. It just couldn 1 t have been 

ulle r. 

F: In your own re l ation shi ps wi th the press do'Wil the r e. did you have 

yo ur own inte rpreter ? Did the St a te Depa r t ment pr ovi de h i m? 

C: _ e interpre t e r f o r the Spanish-speak i ng pre s s, you mean ? 

F: Yes . and I guess Portugueuse t oo. 

C: The State De par tment hand le d that. We brie fe d f or the Ame ric an pre ss. 

Ac t ually my br ief i ngs were orien ted only toward the American pre ss. 

We di n 1 t brief the o t her s. 

The fo r e i gn press could come in i f they wishe d ? 

Yes, i f the wante to. They were in te r e s ted in t he to tal confere nce . 

Our pres s pe op le , of course, we r e mo r e i nterested i n the Pre s i dent's 

ctivities . .'l. t that oar t i cular conf rence I t r ied to se t '..lp a t east 

two briefings a dav and u t i li zed the officia ls a s much a s I cou l d. 

Se cre t a r v Ru s k came dow n ~t y eques c and h a a news confe re nce one 

nig t- - a full repo r t on eve y thini?; chat ·,ms ;;oin~ o n . The Ass i stan t 

Se c retarv o f Stat e f or Economi c ,\ ffairs. =Ij have rim there ~ :m l::iininC! 

: he e conoml. cs :it ·..;na c ,ey -.1ere .::: L-L.~ a.oou . · e _,_e ne r Lh· keo t 

~ em a~ rea s c ~r ~ ervcnin2 bv s peci a l J ri~- in~s . 

,,]as t here omv oodv in t he off .c ial f ami l y that y ou na d to a vo i d because 
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they didn ' t handle t hemse lves we ll in pres s mee tings? 

C: We ll, you had go od ones a nd bad one s. Some of t he White Hous e staff 

did not like to par t icipate in pre ss br i efings. The press did not 

real ly care-- not personally--but I mean the pre ss did not rea lly 

l ook f orward to briefings by certain individuals. They made it quite 

p lain they d i dn't. 

I'll recite the names. I guess it was common knowledge i n the 

press. They just rea l l y tried to avoid br iefings by our science 

adviser Dr. Hornig , They didn't understand what he was saying. 

They couldn't wri te s tories out of it, you know. The y were j ust 

unhappy generally al l the way around. They didn't really like to 

be rie f ed by Jim We bb , the head of NASA one of the smartest guys 

live, but he ove rwhelmed them. Anything connected with t SA, jus t 

by t h e a t ure of NASA a a real hard public re l at ions pit c to i t 

11 t he t ime . I mean , NASA offic ials were j us t gene rally sell ing, 

sel i ng s e lling a ll the time . The press real ly didn' t part icu l a r l _ 

care fo r thi s . On , there wer e two or thr ee o t he r s the didn 't 

reallv like ror me to produce ior the I t u s e d to be sort or 

s tanding joke when I really want to t i ck them off , I'd te ll t hem. 

"Well, at 4 o'clock ~~e 'll have a speci 1 briefing with so-and- o 

here." A d oh, they'd scream! ~ ' d just ne kid i ng them mys e 1£ . 

Nos t i the Wh ite House sta ff that had a ny contact with the press 

did a good job of briefin~ . J e Ca l ifano and his e ople were 

esoecial l v good a t ex"J)lain i ng domes tic r gr ams and Presiden::::..'.ll 

:nessa£es-- this sort Jf :~inz . -:; u:.::iass ·~ate~ ·.;as "J rett:•: ..,ood . c: ltho ·c:h 

- e ~re ss ~!~ea = ~ ait ~ im a iJt . 


' c an see hat . 


 
LBJ Presidential Library 
http://www.lbjlibrary.org

ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT 
Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781]

 
More on LBJ Library oral histories: 

http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

26



27 

C: 	 Some of t he Whi te House staff that weren 't in the program areas never 

did brie f the pres s , ne ve r had anything to do with the press. I used 

to br i ng Ba re f oot s~nders in on oc cas ion to give them a legislative 

r epor t . He alway s did a f irs t-clas s job , jus t laying it out the way 

it was without any folde rao l. Yet some of t he assi s tants wouldn't have 

be en caugh t ever br i efi ng the press. I couldn't have roped Ha rv i n 

Wat son to come in and brie f the press on anything. He didn't want 

anythi ng to do wi t h it. Ot her White House assistants actually 

enj oyed it and wan ted to do it whene ver they c ould. I util i ze d ocher 

people for spe c i al br ief ings a gr eat deal. I l iked to br i ng up the 

Na tional Securi t y Council staff pe ople and let them deal with the 

pres s-­

F: 	 Did you have ve r y much o f a fr ee h and on de c idi ng wh om you wante d , 

o r was t he re someb ody who was ver bo ten to the Pres ident and he s ai d, 

"Don ' t l e t tha t so- and-so t a l k to t he pr e ss." ? 

C : 	 I had a 75 - percent fr ee hand. I f we were going to hav e a fo re i 0 

v is it or come in, usually the day or a coup l e oi day s befor e he arrived 

I wou l d have the expe rt f rom t he Na t ional Se cur i t y Go uncil a ca f f 

come u p wi th mv ai t e rnoon brie fin~, s ay, nd give t he pr es s a fu ll 

rundown on wh a c to expecc; who t:he ~y va s ; T,fr1a t che pron l erns were 

they we r e goi ng to be d i s cussing-- this so r t or thin~ . It was helprul 

to che pr ess , and it ~ ave che s caffer a li t tle expo sur e a nd ma de it 

appear co b e more oi a team opera tion instea d o f jus t s ome all-see i nz 

1.~1iit e House , you kn ow, knowi n l?; everv ching chat's 2oin2 o n. ~ut: ­

gues s t. ere were some 9eople r:~e -:-esiden t j'f.d ~-:o c l.:.k e to ge t snoveu 

•u c ~a ~=one :~a ,uch vt ch c ~ e n r ess . It wenc ~~ cvc l e s . ::0me c imes 

a_ iel l ow wno nan done a lo t .:ii :J r ieiin .,, would ze t cue off 3omec ime s 
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if the President thought he was getting too much. 

F: He was get t ing noticeable. 

C: Yes, a little too noticeable. But by-and- large I had a fairly free 

hand in getting anyb ody I wanted to on rather low-key stuf f. But 

if it was something of monumental importance of course it was the 

Preside nt ' s decision on wh at to do in tenns of who spoke and who 

was the spokesman on it and that sort of thing. But on mino r stuff 

he didn't c are what I-­

F : Were there any cases in which you' re dealing with some kind of a 

White House-­ t least the White House is the eventual seat of acti on 

for it--that he President thought it would be bet te r to l et the loca l 

Senator or Congressman make t he announ cement, or wou1d call h im over 

to the White House to let him make it from there in one of y our 

brief ings, r somethin g of that orde r ? 

C: Oh, frequent l y if the Pre s i den t s aw someone on his appo intment alendar 

wh he t ou h t had a fair l y good story t o tell t o the press, he would 

s e nd the f e l law out to me or call me i n and le t me t alk to t e i e llow 

a nd cake him ouc to che p r ess ; let h im r eport to t he press wha t chev 

talked about . 

F : The se a re c e on­ che - r e o d appoincnen t s ? 

C: !es . Qccasiona l v , we'd ha ve a n o ff- t h e - rec ord a oint rnenc chat t urnea 

~u t to be ore tty g od from a news standpont . We ' d pop the m ouc as 

k in o f a surpr ise . 

F : You r ~o u s i r t dav ? 

C: . our -i nus i ..Jr - .:idav i s ca ~- c ;:~ t:::.l. _, ~· ·rus a nce. _, some chin~ . 

. ·.ic · ­ -. i ...:. c ,~ i .::t:!nat:o r; :. remember o ne c ime he b ougnt: me :!. ~ chere 

a nd I ·~ ook-- He ana \favne Horse us e d t o have a lot of pr o' l ms irom 
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time to time. I brough t Wayne Mor se out to t a l k about Al liance f or 

Progress. Of cours e , I use d to take Senat or Mansfield and Spe aker 

McCormack-- t he le a dership--out some t i me s after the leadersh i p 

breakfas t and l eader ship meetings, and let the pre ss ask t hem que stions. 

F: 	 Back to P nta del Es te, the President saw the leader s o f t he var ious 

Latin American countries i ndiv i dually and seems t o have go tte n on 

rather we l l wi th most of t hem--may be a little less we ll with 

Pr e sident Be l a unde-Te rry of Peru , and t hen there 's that almost 

confrontation by t he Pre s i dent of Ecua dor Ar osemena. Were you 

presen c at t h ose ? 

C: Yes , I was t he r e when he t alked to Belaunde . He go t a lona we ll 

enough wi th Be launde . I t h ink he was a li t t le d i s tre ssed at Se launde 

f or bei ng k i nd o f an arch itect in gove rnment as we 11 as an arch i tect 

in fac t . He was a whole l ot mor e i n t ere s t ed in roads. He had a 

fa scinat i on apparently f or some capi t a l chin a s tha t the Presiden t 

re a llv was n 1 t too much int ere sted in hearino- ab u t. I don' t reca ll 

any par ticular co,i l i t be t ween t.he t wo. The i r relat i onship was no t 

a s .~o oa, say, a s t he re l a tionsh i p be t we en che ?re s ident a nd I: Gus t av j 

Diaz- rdaz oi ~exico . 

~ ~hink th mos t cautious o r the President s we saw down t::ere 

~.;as probably (Dr. ~.:>aqu in] E l a guer, of the Dominican Republic , 

wh o did no t want t o appear to oe a pu ppe t or Lyndon Johnson 's. ·ou 

know, wi.t h all he conflic t t hey 1 d h ad in the Dominican Repuoli::. 

and prooably held back wi th any comp ~ imen t s anv ?raise. nrtti~= 

._lse r:is muc n 2.S ne coul 'ust :.0 <.ee n r !:om oein; 3tamuea ilS .'nc.:..e: 

.::am 1 s 	 : -·o • 

_he Preside n t of Icua a or was k i nd of a pr ob lem. i e just =~o se 
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t he occasion to want to be "big man" and slam the colossus around, 

you know. I think it annoye d 8:1 of us, but the Pre sident endure d it 

as one of the prob lems. 

F: He d idn ' t v i sibly co l or. 

C: I don't r emember h i m coloring. 

F: Every dog has his day , huh . 

C : He ave t he fe llow his own pri vate c l assification. The Pre s ident 

can be n i c e to the po int of almost iciness some t imes. I f he t hi nks 

he has been done wr ong , he ' l l smile whi l e he bre aks a co p l e of your 

r ibs. I don't even remembe r all of the episodes . I just remember 

flap. 

nd we ha d a minor f lap wi th the Central me rican Presidents 

that he had out to dinner at h is res ide nce one n i ght . He saw al l of 

t hem together, which was probably a mistake. 

F : He s cayed ou t there at t he Ambassador's house, didn' t he ? 

C : 'fo . I t was someb ody s private home at Pun t a del Este. 

F : Oh, this was still at Punta de l I:ste . I s ee. 

~ : The Cent ral An1eri can Presiden ts ~re t ere , too . I thi­nk the b i g gest 

ro l em t ere was t hat he wasn't in the mood t o talk business tat 

ni~ht . I t ink thev a ll showed u~ wantin _ to talk bus i ness , dn · he 

wanted-­

Thi s was goi ng to be one o i his so ciab l e even ings. 

G: ~es . He wanted to be social and wanted to have iun . He was tired . 

He ' d been seeing one guy afte r a oche r _l l dav t-:ml! . :rnd t~ev :::!.me 

in there l.Jaaed ::.Jr ·,ear. ··ou (now. ··ani::1::: ·2 - ~al a out mon mem:al 

_::isues--1110numenta! :0 chem. ~ut 7 think h was a l:'..c:tle wear· ·JI 

~earin~ some f this stuif, and te wanted to be sociable ana jus c: have 
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a rela xed time. So darned little busines s was t r ansacted , a nd I 

think they left thinking they'd gotten short shri f t on it. But it 

wasn't any t hing serious becaus e later he went t o Cen t r a l America 

and ce r t ainly gave enough a ttention . 

But he h a d good meet i ngs and good relationshi ps and got good 

pers ona l impre s s ions of a good many of the Latin American leaders 

at that meeting, and fanned some frie ndsh ips, I t hink , t hat we r e 

prob a bly bene f i c i al. 

F : Di d he make any part i c ular effort to get heads of sta te s to vis i t t he 

United State s , or did he and protocol and the State De par t ment and 

s o fort h work out those who etitioned t o come ? 

C: Thev usually sent wo r d s ome way or anocher t ha t t hey 10 k-­

F : That they would we lcome a visit- ­

C: That they would we lcome a v isit to this coun t ry. We d'dn 't 

have any dearth of visi t ors . 

1 know thac . 

:-ie had two or three every month . He wa s usual y .:::lad fo r a v of 

them to come. 

=· To come back home , did che F rtas flap give y ou any par t icu ar proolems! 

'.fas this jus ­ anocher prob 11::m thai: ~·ou han dled in roucine :fashion r 

C: nh, "'... t was a problem. out Lord, .:oe, chere we re so darned many 

problems . 'ou le ow, e ver day was some ::i.ew crisis. ::--a reas was one 

in the sens that we we r e on the defens ive i:he who e cime . Jue: '::Iv 

mai role was co continue to express optinn sm and. to uo .:he 'esc :: 

~ould t~ cieie a him . lther s on c:ie ·fhite .ouse 3car£ .1aa ;:he ur1rr:ary 

:-oi.e •c ·-r,,,·-i.n::::; :.J ::e i: ir.i co::uirr:iea . l o i r ~e it ~as a ac:ter o= 

sitting i~ _he councils and trying ~o e chere ihen che Presi 'enc 
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was talking with Senator Dirksen and others about getting him confirmed. 

F : Did you h ave the feeling at the beginning that the Pre s ident thought 

there'd be no gre at problem? 

C: I think he thou gh t there'd be a little bit of a problem, but I don't 

think he anti c ipated the extent of the difficulty . One t h ing , 

Senator Dirksen had no problems at all with it at f irst. He wound 

up voting against him. I can remember sit ting in the Cab inet Room 

~ ith the Pres i dent and Senator Dirksen and Senator Mansfield planning 

how to get hun confirmed . Dirksen was just part of the team. Later 

on Dirk sen changed his mind. He went with Criffin against confirmatio n. 

So the President was little misled by c i rcumst a nces probab l y. 

":'. The r e velati ons on F r tas were a revelation t a h i m I ga ther . 

C: Oh , y es h e had no i dea that-­ . If h e did, he never told me . I 

t hin that vi rtual l y ever y thing that they were dredging up and 

t ry i ng to indi ct J udge Forta s was-- . Wel l , really the r e wasn 't much. 

I t was tha t American Lnive r si ty t hi na an d oh, I've =o r 0 octen wha t 

he o ther wa s. 

- · The fac t he use a t o come ove r to the Wh i t e Hou se to neLp advi s e d1e 

Presi dent . 

C : i es bu c cha c was minor. 

3ut there's plea t · co star t che pr e cedent. 

Yes . Thac wa s a ra t er minor issue a f ter they g;o t on to the f ac t 

tha t he ha t aken money from Amer ican Univer si t v t each a cou r se 

•Jr s omechin12:. That 1 s about all thev c ame uo 'nth. - ::: ·ras _:il·· '..3.t·~:- _ 

:·au r.<now. ftec -,e lert 1ri:L_e -er':-re --11 ::: .-:2 -olfson s curf :ma a 1 

_f .:.:i.ac ·.;as ~::arcea ,,oin 7 around . ~ u t .orcas' ":;o-ca l d 11 SI.OS "'t 

:he cime or '1 is confi:mation f or C 1ief J ustice we re ::ea l y rat her 
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minor i n our min d . 

F : Only a partisan could make any thing of i t . 

C: It was a n e x tremely par t isan fight. This was annoy i ng I t hink most l y 

beca u s e t he Pre s i dent r e ali z e d that he didn't rea l l y have the c l out 

to do much about it . 

F: I was going to a sk- - did y ou eve r get the feeling that he fe lt t hat 

if h e weren't such a flat non-candidate that he could have pushed it 

t hrou gh ? 

C: Oh, yes. I don't think Judge Fortas would have e ve r been withdr awn 

if the r esident had not b een a lame - d uck President. I don't t h ink 

t he f i ght would ha ve ever arisen to the fero ci ty that it did beca use 

it was a Re publ i can- Democrat ic f igh t. Pr esident Nixon thou gh t h e 

wa s go ing t o be Pr e sident, and he wante d that a p p o in t ment. I t ' s a 

da rned near a s simp e a s t h a t . Mos t of t he Re publi c a n lea de r ship 

went with the i r cand i date to t r v t o kee p it from h ap pening . 

And aft e r you b e gan t o see t at you we re be i ng oea ce n over t he head 

wit h Fo r t a s, the n (Rome r ] Tho r nb erry s e eme d l ike a los t ca use , 

c 0? 

c : ..fe ll es . If Fo rtas didn't v c at e h i s Associ a t e ;usti e sea t t o ta' e 

the C iei Jus tice , here wa n 1 t a pla ce to put :hor~oerry . ~e c uld 

na ve appo i n t ed Thorn be rry c h ief J usc i ce­ -

r : Tl at would have broug t the house down. 

~·ie 11, ~ t would have . ln view of al l the circums t a n c es surrounding 

i t, i t wou l d l ave been an "njuStice to Th rnberr•r =­ d c~ac ~~ ni~ 

~i=ht 0n the ~eels of th is o cher ~ninz . i:::k : ..e sa e ..:i2h ~.;oui.d 

~ave eruuceo. ~na :~e - a e conseo enc . ~ o c e ?resL enc-- . 

I t re a l l y was a a esc i on of whether the ? ~esident haa the righ t 
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to appoint t he Chief Justice or not. That ' s wha t really was at the 

core of the thing. Warren resigned in s uch a way that Johnson could 

a ppoint hi s successor. By e l evating Fortas it rea l l y gave the 

President two appoin tments to the Supreme Court--Fort as as Chief, 

and Thornbe r ry as Associate . 

Politically it was contrary to what the Republicans wanted. 

They were mad at Warren for re s i gning in such a way t hat J ohnson 

could make the appointment . They thought they were going to win the 

election. They didn ' t think their man ought to be saddl ed with 

Johnson 's Chief Jus tice . And that wa s pure and simple all it was. 

Eve ry thing that happened a f ter that was a resul t of t hat. So t he 

s ame th ing would have happened to Thorn berry, or anyb ody e lse. It 

was a question of whether or ot the President could appoin t an body, 

and the e publicans didn 't want him to appoint a ny body. They wanted 

t o h l d it ove r . 

Did t he ge t t e Ee ling before t he Democra tic :·ational Convention me t 

t hat the President proba bly would at tend it some t ime'? 

Ye s, I did, rea lly, although e to ld me t hat he had no intenti on of 

going and wa s not go i ng to go to the convent ion . I said, "Wel l, 

I' m jus t so i ng to ope rat e on tha t b s is with t he press. '' 

You came on down to the ranch t hen with him? 

Yes . Bu t I mean chis was two o r three weeks oefore the conven t io 

ever s tarted. I said, '~1Then chey ask me abou t it , I'm j ust going 

t te ll them cha t you to l me that :•au have no i:i.cenci_:in of :::H'l.::. 

:.ie s aid, '"":el l. :.hac 1 ~ 1 race. ~sc -Jn 1 t thi~K I ou~nc c~ 

,"J cu ::nae {...arnea c. ini:; I 1 d use be the :::':ocal :Joint o f someching," 

r, 11I':n n t t e candidate . - don 1 t know who :he canci idace's going 
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to be, and I don't want to ge t in the midd le of t hat . I ' d rather 

j ust be somewhere else . If I go on this date, they ' ll accuse me of 

t rying to ups t a e the nominee . If I go on that day, I 'll get ri ght 

in the middle of the fight . 11 His j ust genera l at titude was "I don ' t 

wa nt to go ." 

Well, I took him at his word a nd told al l che press. They didn' t 

believe me. You know, the y just said, "Wel l, old Ch ristian i s just 

lying t o us. The Pres ident's going t o that convention." 

I said, '~ell, I 'm not saying that he won't change his mind and 

go, but I ' m tellina you right now that he doesn't h ave any i n t ention 

o f going. 11 

We ll , as it tur ned out the re was conside rab l e pres sure n t e 

President to go , and the pressure was from his own fr iends . Probably 

hi s own desi re at one t i me durin~ t he convention was t o, i f t ings 

worked out , mayb e he a u ht t o g . He ha ted noc to go if it looked 

like s ometh ing chat he could real ly s core some points wi t h, J ue I 

i k i t became ra t he r obvious t o him ait er h e looke d a t it objecc ·velv 

again t at his first irnoression was che righ t one and t hat he ought 

not go. S no thin~ haopened; he didn't .so. He never madv anv 

infe rence tha t he was go Lng. 

The rumo r never died right down c0 t h e last da v . 

·o, the rumor never die d . ~ut ~oo dv in c e Wh i te House o r nim ever 

~ntimated in the leas t wav that he was gain ~ to che conventio . 

1~e l l, when he didn' t Q;o, here again the Dress reallv-- ~ve :!'-,ci£i:i e 

1 ad told them all alone: he ·.;as n:: :;;i.n~ ::.J ~o-- i::'.1ev scill ·ere hi _hlY 

.usoicio s r:::tat :he ?resi.aenc , ad i;<cenaed l .:;. on12: co ')'.)p ·~p there 

~t 3ome oi surpr se even t . 
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F: You would deny the charge that he manipulated t he convention f rom 

J ohnson City? 

C: 	 He di dn ' t manipulat e the convention . He probably had a larger r ole 

i t he convention than he especially wanted k nown , but he had a muc h 

smalle r role than was pain ted for h im. He wa s n ' t ob livious to the 

f a ct the convention was going on, particular l y when it was considering 

things very dear to h i s hear t l i ke the Viet Nam resolution that just 

could have been right in his teeth . 

F : 	 He did use t he te le phone on occasion? 

~ : 	 I don't think he did. Now, hi s v iews were mad e known through o ther 

people . But I don 't think he ever j us t picke d up the phone and cal l ed 

Hale Boggs or any body e lse and said, 111 want i t done this wa_ . 11 

He didn ' t have t o do t at. I n the f irst p l ace he had pe op l up t ere 

i n Ch icago--Marvin Wacson and othe r s--who knew jus t exact ly-­

J ack Valen t i was there . 

They knew exa ctly what he want ea no what he didn ' t wan t . They h ad 

li ttle sense. Thev knew he didn ' t ·,rnnt a Vie t Nam re s oluti on that 

k icked h i m ri gh t in the ceeth. He didn't need to e pulli g wires 

and calling signals every minu ce. rhe t:hi ng chat he was i vo lve d in 

to t e extent t hat he was t a k ' n g oack and f orth . ile wasn'c , ~ 

don ' t t ink he ever rea l l y did talk to Mar vin about t hi s. Bu t 

··1hecher or not he s hould go o t he c onvention n imse 1£ , I ~hink became 

a point oi c onsidera l e co cac c bacK a nd forch . 

Bue a s i ar a s manipulat ing nd pu ling wire s and s cuff like ~nae . 

I '.vas he r e . ~ •.;rasn't a c ::.he rancn . _ :.,ias i.::-: ..-3 an •. :-iconio ..) :: _cus c:;..:t . 

.mereve r --e :1ere .o cav i c:: :l t: _ : e · :..:ne . ; u c ::. -:ww wna c :ie was doing 

:=. ·::; ~ od :; it .: r. '.:ne cime tii.nt i t was go i n g on . .i.e was out i n t hat ca r 
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driving around the ranch. He wasn ' t hanging over the telephone o r 

over the television set waiting breathlessly for somethin g to happen 

s o he could p ul l a wi re. His presence was i n that convention. 

There's no quest ion about that; his presen ce was there. But the 

mental picture of him jus t s itt ing there trying to manipulate t his 

convention and casting himsel f in the best f avorable light is rather 

--I t didn't fit what I know about it. Maybe he was; ma ybe he was 

secre tly callin g up there every night and saying, "Marvin, do this, 

a nd Marvin, do that ," but i f he was, I didn 't know anything about 

it. The press thought he was doing it; and word g ot out i n Chicago, 

"The P r esident thinks t his. The Pre sident thinks that. " " That 's 

right; that' s what the Pre sident thinks ." 'But so what '? ~mat did 

they e xpe ct him to do~ 

The f act was that h di d not i n my judgment manipulate that 

De mocrat ic c o nvent ion a nd nominate Humphrey. The Democratic 

c onven t ion was se t t nomin ate Humph rey if things f el l in shape an d 

fe ll in p l a ce ri gh t. If the Sout ern de l ecra t ions we nt with Humphrey 

h e had no part icu lar problems. 

Only a revolutionary s tampede cou l d h ve turn ed i t around. 

.~. J ho in the heck e lse wou l t hev h ave zone fo r ? - just k ew Hump hre ' 

ha the nomi nation when the convention star t e , a nd o d id ever y odv 

_ se . There was d rne d litt l e doubt that e was goin~ co ge e the 

~omination unless che thing just b l w up . 

You know he s tayed out o:f the camp a i gn prett · lan~elv 11n t i.l he maae 

that !-ious ton a p ear ance ri~ht ac the 1o::10 :.n :1-:e =-.str :!come. i :;.e 

ta::<e- anage that ::J 3ome "'xt '1C . ::: ·as ch c .ov tl.ofhein::: 

.hat--i::ne !touscon _ strodorne? 

\es . 
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C : It wa s adva n ce d by Humphrey 's campa ign peo p l e . Humphr e y hims elf 

asked the Pre s iden t to go to the Astrodome. It would prob ably have 

been s trange if he hadn ' t gon e. 

F: Humphrey at no time, as far as you know, e ver a sked t h e Pr e s i dent to 

lay off the c ampa i gn ? 

C: No, I don ' t think so. Ac t ually, of course, the Ast rodome was not 

the f ir s t ap pe a r ance t ha t the President made du r i n g the campai gn. 

It was the only one he made with Humphrey. But he made a campaign 

t rip through We st Vi r gi n ia and Ke ntucky for Humphrey, and was on 

t e lev i s ion and rad io na t ionwi d e, 

In a ll i ns t ances, i t was at t he r equest of t h e Humph rey p eople 

chat he d id t hese t h i n gs. He made a special broadcast fo r the 

Garment Wo rke rs a t t hei r reque s t. Bu t I do n 1 t thin k they asked h i m 

to lay oif at a l l. In che f i r st place, h e told t hem many, many we eks 

be f ore t h a t h e wa s n ' t goina t o ge t d i rectly involved ex cept in s poc 

s i t u a t ions ; tha c he d i dn' c want to be out c a mp a i gni ng a l l t h e t i me . 

Be d i dn't want to De mak i ng everych i ng he d i d ~ ar t i san dur ing the 

fal l The y ac c ep t e d tha c . At an early po i t in ch e campaign , I 

thi nk the Rump , rey people frankly didn't wa n e : im­ - were g l a d t hat 

he was n 1 c t oo deeply inv lve d . ~ think l a c e r in che campai>?;n chev 

go t conce rned tha t he wa sn r t dee p i y :J..nvo ved . 

- · You know che rumor we n t around tha t se c re t ly h e nopeci Ni xon wo u ld 

make it jus t co ceacn ch e partv a les s on. You ~ever ; a w an ev idence 

oi thac '? 

)h. neck ~ 

-::'_le Pres ident LS a numan oe inis. '-le ~e cs h i s ::'eelin!!S hur - ::hink . 
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jus t like everybody else . But he 's not a little Joe i n the first 

grade when it comes to poli t i c s. I can't imagine him being for any 

Republ ican getting elected President. There are more i mportant th ings 

to him than whe the r or not he gets the short end of the stick in the 

Democratic party. He can be pretty partisan in his own ri gh t. After 

all, a Demo cratic victory by Humph:.: 2v would in many ways have been 

a vindication of Johnson's policies. 

The worst thing that could have happened to Johnson from the 

s tandpoint of history wou l d have been a Nixon l ands lide. That would 

be like Eisenhower going i n and wi ping out poor Mr. Truman's record 

by stomping Stevenson t he way he did. The President certainly didn't 

want that. 

I mean, to have your Vi ce President elected to succeed u is 

che best o f all worlds i f you ' re not running r or yourse lf . . o matter 

ha t y ou r Vice President stands for, h e 's our man. _ u know t hat 

~our de le ga t es at the convention nomi nated h im . You know t ha t vo ur 

Erie ds within t he De moc ratic party iinanced him. You kn ow t hat 

yo ur fr ien s in the Democrat ic pa r t_ put him ove r the t op . Jow , t h at 1 s 

a whole lo t more vindi cac i on than going a round sec re tly wishing ch at 

:\fix.on. of a ll ~ eop l , woul d swa t t he Democ rac i c par ty ·just ouc 0:r some 

kind oi spi t e- - th a c the Democ r a tic pa r t y wasn' t in f vo r wi t h che 

?re s iden t. 

I don 1 t sav tha t a s a human be in~ he wa sn 't upse t or conce r ned 

sornet ioe s by the way he was t rea t ed bv his party that he' d been che 

le ade r ·.Jf • .:-r bv cer tain individua s 1.n lis :Jar t ·.· ::!ne1 ::ne · ·av 1e 

· ;.,.s c r eacea . n ..iccasi .n 1' :r::.~2: t:.:Le .: ~noai~ . .:: ::hin some '=' :::ie 

tumonrey- l·lus l'- ie camoai gn oeoole enc :ru e Jr ::heir ~•av t:;:, -­
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F: 	 They weren't running against Ni xon sometimes· they were running 

against Johnson. 

C: 	 I think that's pr obably true . I think a time or two they were guilty 

of gross insu lt to Johnson. I remember one TV film they used which 

I mention in my great book that's corning out here this summer. Hell, 

they dredged up every Democrat from Woodrow Wilson t o Teddy Kennedy 

to show in t his film without one mention or one picture of Lyndon 

Johnson. You'd have thou gh t that the Johnson Administration just 

never existed , and he re i t was a Democratic campaign fi l m. I t bad 

all three Ke nnedys in it ; Adlai Stevenson; Truman; the whole works , 

you know, and no rnention-- no nothing--of Johnson. It was a Muskie 

fil m. 	 It was to promote Muskie by showi ng h i m with these different 

individuals, but I t h i nk t ey could have found a picture o i Muskie 

and Johnson somewhere b ck i n the dark rece sses oi the Democratic 

! iles-- chat t hey c ould have mentioned t he tact t ha t J ohnson pas sed 

every 	old Democrat i c progr rn he c uld f i nd that had been L y i ng 

around 	 f or numerous ye rs. But t hey didn't do that . 

I T.e an, t hat k i nd of tur f gees ou a li tt le bi t irri tated . 

It doe sn 't oake sense. I t 's a coloration o- his t ory; i t's closing 

: ·our eyes t che f ac e thac you wouldn ' t i::> e wi.1 re you we r if ; ­

weren 1 c fo r him. Re l l, che De ocratic arty would a e been i~ 

s hamo les Li i t harin ; t been ro him ~ 3u t anywa_ , chat k ind of chi g 

happened dur ing the ca pai . , '.... uc the r e neve r wa s a rup ture. The r e 

never ;ms an ouc-and- ouc t o cal dis a greement :!. the Humphrey camuai~. 

~le were all .:or Humpnrev. The ? :-esidenc 1 3 ueoo.l.e ·..;ere .ill ~ .J!'.' 

tumunre·:. .tis _2oine'C _amoai ;;rnec .~ Jr iurnunre':. -t · s 1.-Jhite ~ou se sc 

i_e !leci 	 , i m ev r'.' ,,,av chev cou i . 
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F: I remember they b rought ~!urie l here. 

C: You just look what the President did to encourage the Texas people 

to get together to t ry to deliver this State for Humphrey. It took 

a lot of pride-swallowing from both Connall:v and Yarborough to ge t 

on the same platform with each other. You 'd never h ave caught them 

the r e if Lyndon Johnson hadn't been President, I'll tell you! 

F: Di d the President ever cormnent to you on that Connally-Y arborough 

love affair? 

C: No , e xcept he was glad they did i t. It was an unusual show of unity. 

I think it had r etty good effect down here. 

But s ure, a l l the rumors about J ohnson--that J ohnson didn 't want 

lurnphre y elected and 11 i t ha t be cause of Viet ~am or s ometh i ng 

e lse--. Some of t 1e Humphrey people believed that. 1 uess t hey 

wanted t o bel"eve it. I guess t ey wanted to r ead t ' ngs into 

e pi ode s of one kin r ano t her . 

Bu t there was a l a c more i n John son' ~ t s t an .'ie t Nam. That 

was a f a c tor- - a i g o e--b ut there were l ot s of o c er th i n s he was 

a he ap more i n t eres t ed in than he was v· t ~Jam . . nd cha t's p r o gr ams 

nd thin s t hat wer e dear t o hi s he rt . 1 mean , w en vo u push a councr· 

a s a rd as he p us he it fo r ii e vears co do things , nd t o :hink 

'.:ha t ~e wo uld set tle ack and sav, "O a , :'ou Rep ubl:!_cans take :!_t 

.::or e i h t years a d .;reek ve rything I triea to sta r t." '..Je l l , cha t 

o s n ' t ma e sense . 1 j s t never saw tn t. He go t s re s ome t i mes . 

He go t :ipset s ome t imes . He go t o t ::if sorts ·nth ::-.e :'2.moc-c::i.tJ.. :: 

._:amoai n, bul: :-iever :a ::· E: >'.JU1t "' .:1.::~ng: _, r even :::llntL !:!: coward 

J.nv nel~ :_o~ c.:1':: .;cher 3id . iie just never ·1 i- 1 :ie aid even1 thin_ 
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he could to get Humphrey elected with i n the limi ts he'd set on himse lf. 

F: You'd worked f or John Connally, of course, before you jo ined him. 

Now Connal ly is somewhat more conserv~t~ve , and, of course, the 

hfferent vantage point in that he is serving Texas specifica lly 

as Governor. Therefore he's not .:i i.n ays enthusiastic about certa in 

Johns on programs. Did the Pre sident ever comment to you about that? 

0Ld it ever seem to cause any great difficulties in the relations 

of the two men, or did they just understand the po l itical necessities ? 

C : They got upset with each other from time to time. I, of course, got 

a chance to see i t from bo t h ends . It was a t ypical relationship o i 

C. ·rn men \·7ho were very close to each other, and wh o have differen t 

responsibilities, and consequently different r e act ions to thin gs . 

There was consider a b l e understandin g between t he cw o o i them a l l t he 

time , but t ere was also a de gree of f r i c tion and hur t _ram t ime t o 

time on cert a i n t hings. 

F : A li t t le irri ta t ion, if not hi n g else. 

C: Yes . onna lly wa n ted t o be independent. He di dn' t ~.; an t t o be 

ide nt i fi e d a s jus t "Lyndon 's boy John " type o f thi ng . He had h is 

own views on t h i n gs . He was quite ups et a t s ome of t e thi ng s cha t: 

the f e deral ~ove rnmen t was doing in Texas , nd he sounded o Ei . I 

he di dn' t like i t , ~e 'd c al l 1arv i n W ts on or Wi llar a Wi r t z o r 

wh oe ver he coul ge t t o-- . d Sar ~en t Shrive r, h e jus t le t him 

have i t wi t bo th barre l s a t a Wash i n gt on meeting . rh i s i s what 

_ e thou ght he sh0t l d do . 

.i. nd Presiaent .Joh son-­ there •..1ere c::.:r.es rc2r 

:hat 1-ie ~·1as Dore-or- !.C::SS I l.Smavea J.C: ::.ometl1ing cnac ~-1as riappening 

La rexas . Ju t: JV then the re~ ren ' t any majo r dispu t es . There 
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wasn 't any di spute over the Poverty Program . That had pre tty well 

been resolved . The Pres i dent made reference from time to time t hat 

John was more conservative than he was, "John doe sn't feel the same 

as I do on that," or sorrething to that effect. But he knew it. 

He might think in his own mind, "Old John 's wrong on that. '' But I 

neve r heard him s ay any t hing mean or anything of that nature about 

John Connal l y . 

.'~ow I heard him say some t hings about lot s of people , but I 

don ' t recall h im ever, ever referring to J ohn Connal ly i n any 

demeanint: f ashion. In t ::-~2 first place he had ver great r e s pect 

for him. And one of the few people I think that t he President j ust 

r e a lly has up on a pede s tal. 
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