LBJ Presidential Library ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT More on LBJ Library oral histories:
http://www.lbjlibrary.org Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781] http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

INTERVIEWEE: CEORGE CHRISTIAN (Tape #5)
INTERVIEWER: JOE B. FRANTZ

July 1, 1971

C: I'm not sure I'm the best source for that kind of thing.
F: The only thing I was thinking about on the VIP's was what you did
in the way of the joint communiques, you know, when they had met and

agreed on something,

(@]

: When we had a foreign visitor coming, usually of course, it was the

chief of state or the head of state or foreign minister.

9}

: You vourself didn't make yourself anv extraordinary preparation?

(@]

Yes, some. I tried to prepare the press by getting as much material
as we could on the visitor, because most of President Johnson's
visitors were people not very well known in Washington, Only
occasionally you got a Peron or a Harold Wilson.

T Particularly with all these emerging nations.

C: Yes, And he had a great many. There was barely a two week period
that went bv that we didn't have someone from Africa, generailv,
some from Asia, and a few of course from Europe. 3But if it was an
especially critical visit-~like the Thais, for example. came cver,
it seemed to me, rather frequently. At least every seven or eight
months it seemed we had someone from Thailand here. That usually

involved rairly carerul preparation simply because their visit

sertained a good bit to U.S. militarv support and this sort -7 =hin:z.
It was alwavs touchv with councries .lke :lorea. Zor cxample. -ecause
“ur S2iations Jith (lorea were alwavs & Little bit strainea over

Jow much we were willing to commit to them, or what we wanted out of

them in excnange for the commitments tnat theyv wanted. They always
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seemed to be in holy terror that there was going to be another war
just any minute, The DMZ was going to be violated and that we'd
always be prepared to pitch in and help them of course, which we were,

The press always, probably, got a slightly general view of what
the visits were and sometimes were never told, of course, of some of
the meatier transactions that took place. But most of the foreign
visitors came primarily to establish a better relationship with
President Johnson, and many of them came with the idea of getting
some aid for some purpose. So, frequently it was a case of them
wanting to express themselves as being friends and wanting some
help. We usually tried to get up ahead of time what sort of American
involvement there was in a country, if there was any at all--if so,
what was it, what type of aid was the US giving them, and the monetary
levels, and that sort of thing., We tried to get all that information
togecher for the press ahead of time.

1f the man had a press spokesman occasionally--very occasionally
-~that man might come over ahead of time, particularly from Germanv
of a country of that significance, and we would have the opportunity
to work out between ourselves a little advance work--the same as we
advanced President Johnson'‘s visits overseas, Sometimes thev did a
little advance work too.

More often than not we were given the information that the man
was coming. Then as the time neared for the visit we would schedule
special briefings with the press, have some expert on that councrv
to zive them the background on the ~risit and on the man, and zenerallv
arepare them 7or the visic.

The first involvement of the press and the press secretarv with
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the visitor would be the arrival, If there was a formal arrival on
the south lawn, we were involved in setting up the TV and making sure
the arrangements were right, taking the press out--just the usual
routine of covering the ceremony. Frequently, the President would
allow pictures in his office of the group. It developed into a more
or less routine type fashion and didn't amount to a great deal,
Afterwards I was usually just given a communique that was
prepared either beforehand or during the course of the meeting.
The staffs of the visitor sometimes met at the same time the President

was meeting privately [with the visitor].

Fe Did anybody ever balk on you?

C: Oh, no, not reallv.

F: And mess up your script?

C: I don't recall any great problem on that. The only problem we ever

had--1 think one time possibly the press secretary of the Prime
Minister of Australia probably inadvertently went a couple of steps
beyond the communique by using a colorful expression. I can't
remember the context of it now, but he said something about a lot
of "huffing and puffing” or something. It gave a little flavor

to it.

v
4

It hadn't been written in.

(W]

Yes., DBut that was fairlv uncommon and didn't cause anv particular
problem. Then, when we planned joint briefings, it was usually
with the Germans or the British or some one of that tvpe vower. o

nroblems arose on them. e

o

decided nercrenand what we were 2zoing
2 3ay, and ve staved precty much with iz,

One time, I think it was on ocur famous Canadian trip to Montreal,
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we put out not a communique but a report on the visit that was within
guidelines that we had agreed to. The Canadians went considerably
beyond that in their report on what had happened and what the Prime
Minister had told the President and this sort of thing. That created
a problem because the American press couldn't understand why we weren't
as candid with them as the Canadains were. But that was the only
incident I remember.

F: Everything went wrong with the Canadian trip.

C: Everything else was wrong with the trip, anyway. It was such a messed
up thing anyway that it didn't matter.

Did other major countries advance as carefully as we did?

1

(@]

No. ©Nobody travels like the President of the United States. We
shocked some countries we went into with the type of entourage and
advance preparation that we had to have. 1It's just one of those
things. The American President is the most precious commodity in
the world, I guess, and he's treated as such. It is, in a wayv,
rather embarrassing to travel to another country under that tvpe
circumstances, It's almost like the king of the worlid moving in on
some inferior country, Many of them just don't understand it.

I think the first one I encountered was New Zealand. Thev just
couldn't believe that all of that was necessary. 3ut thev didn't
realize that when the American President travels, he travels with
dozens and dozens of press. The British micht have three or Four
press people, and the Canadians will have a few. zand the Mexicans
will have a few. :the Australians miznt have -ne or Two or none,
sut nopoav else does. ou just don't have the attention rfocused on

these cther neovle.
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And the Russians--when Kosygin came to this country, he didn't
bring a bevy of reporters with him. He had one TASS man, and that
was it.

F: He was good enough for all of them. Did he bring an equivalent of
you that you had to work with?

C: No, there is no equivalent apparently in the Soviet Union. There
isn't any spokesman as such, There was a gentleman I worked with,

He was, I believe, a TASS man.

F: Was he pretty good to work with?
C: Oh, ves.
F: No particular problems at all?

(@]

: No, they're very easy about the situation. They figured thev were

in hostile country and acted accordingly.

F: Were there any advantages when you came to the ranch--in San Antonio
over Austin, or vice versa?

C: Austin or San Antonio?

i Yes.

C: Not reallv. 1 think some of the press were more comrortable in
San Antonio, and some were more comfortable in Austin. Ve tried to
strike a palance. To keep them as happv as we could. The facilities

in San Antonio were a little better than they were here.

T There was street talk that one reason vou shifted at one time from
Austin to San Antonio was to keep the outside reporters from smelling
out the Yarborough-Connally feud, to keep that plavea down so “hat
zhev wouldn't be so handv =¢ Austin. .3 there anvthing in that?

P _ think chere's some substance co the fact that San Antonio was less

3f a bed of rumor.
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F: Austin's a little bit like Washington.
C: I don't think it had so much to do with the Connally-Yarborough thing

as it just did that the press here in Austin has its own ideas about
President Johnson and other things and that cross-breeding of the
Austin press and the White House press sometimes produced some stories
and things that weren't particularly liked around the White House.

And I'm sure there is some substance to that. The President never
told me specifically to keep the press out of Austin, but I had the
impression that he preferred for them to be in San Antonio at certain
points, and yet he changed his mind later on., He wasn't that tough
about it. The press had the idea he wanted to keep them out of Austin

for some specific reason. Later on he brought them back to Austin.

tif

: Is there any great problem when you come in for a prolonged stay

with the press just getting restless and getting into things that--

(@]

Yes. We tried to keep them busvy in the sense that thev were bored,
and President Johnson was not the tvpe fellow that wanted to go to
some nice resort. There wasn't much for them to do. When he came
awav to rest it was to Texas almost all the time, and they got tired
of coming to the same place. They liked it well enough under the
curcumstances. On occasion we overworked them here, and they
complained about that. Sometimes we underworked them and they
complained about that.

Thev had to justify being here. Theyv had a very practical

problem. It was that theyv rfelt that thev were separated »v sevenrt—

miles rfrom the President. wnicn thev zertainly were. ind chat e
iidn't -ive Taem enougn inrormation cn the President'sz activities oo
fustify ctheir neing here. Of course, our attitude was he was atc the
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53]

ty

0]

ranch, if there was anything important he was doing we'd darned sure
tell them, but we weren't just going to manufacture a bunch of stuff

to pretend that he was out there making great decisions when he wasn't,
Did anyone ever demand facilities that were closer, like Johnson City
or Fredericksburg?

Oh, frequently., I think some of them would have liked to have been
closer to the ranch. I remember one time we talked about putting

them in Fredericksburg, and they didn't cotton to that idea very

much,

I couldn't see--

They complained enough about Austin., They'd say, '"Well, let's go

down to the barber shop and watch the haircuts,'" or, "Let's go out

and watch them paint the stripe on the street."” They ran out of things
to do here. They were fish out of water. Some of the press are

prima donnaish and didn't mix too well with some of the folks down
here. A lot of them did. A lot of them made lasting friendships

with people in Texas, and they still come down frequently to renew
those friendships. 3But some of them didn't mix too well.

I've picked up a few that I stay in touch with.

Let's shift off that a little bit, “ere vou privv to the sort
of increasing delicacv of the relationship between Senator Richard
Russell and the President?

Ves.

Do vou want to expatiate a little?

[}

T orobablv don’t know as mucn abouc %5 someone else might, 1ik

Tom o Jonnson. ub Lt started as a

itight 21t of flack over a

wn
JG

‘udegeship, aAs I recall, President Johnson left the impression,
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anyway, on Senator Russell that he was trying to get something out

of him in exchange for a judgeship in Georgia. Now whether the

Justice Department was really the guilty party in as far as the putting
the hammer on Senator Russell or whether the White House was, has
always been fuzzy in my mind as to who did what to whom. But whatever
it was Senator Russell didn't like the move at all and apparently
thought that he was a good enough friend of President Johnson's

that when he asked for something he ought to get it. And it went

from there.

I think it affected the Fortas appointment to some extent.
Senator Russell finally opposed Fortas, President Johnson had a
very clear impression, as did others of us, that Senator Russell
was going to help him on the project, and he didn't do it for some
reason or another.

I think this feeling between them was a very real thing. It
was on Senator Russell's part. It wasn't on President Johnson's
part. He never lost his respect for him or affection for him. But
I think Senator Russell did get his feelings pretty badlv hurt over
this judgeship matter and thought that the President was sort of
trading--

B They never gzot it straightened out as far as vou know?
o They got it straightened it out to the extent that before President

Johnson left orffice he was certainly on reasonably good terms with

Senator Russell. He talked to him apout Viet MNam nroplems anc ‘ctner
chings on a straight man-rco-man ~asic like e iztwavs naa. Jut ©
t0C the ~2elinz cnat certainly thev weren't as close as thev naa
Seen at one time in their careers. ZSut the details on the iudgeshiop,
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I don't recall the particulars of it, somebody else might.

F: You saw this from both sides, and I heard rumors all over. How heavy
a hand did President Johnson lay on Texas politics? Was he interested
in what the legislature was doing, I mean, other than he's interested
in all fifty?

C: You mean at that time?

rry

Yes, When you were with the governor or when you were with the

President,

(9]

He paid only passing attention to what was happening down here. If
it was something that affected him either directly or politically
in some way, he might be concerned with it. But ordinarily he paid

ne attention to it at all.

[y

I'm trving to get something straightened out., I've heard that as
last as his vice presidency he would call individual legislators and
question their vote on certain issues, why they had voted a certain
wav., Did vou see any evidence of that?

BN T've never heard of him doing that. I know that there was some
legislation he darned sure was interested in when Price Daniel was
zovernor on election laws. And he did talk back and forth, usually
through emissaries, to veople like sSenator Dorsev Hardeman, people
who were in the legislature at the time, trying to work on certain
matters. I worked in the Capitol from 1949 on, and a good bit ot

that time was in the governor’s office, and I never heard of him

heing interested in anvthing except this one pniece of elecrion law
“hat he was c¢oncerned with., ~ .on T ramemper another single instance
-;lere ne —jas zoncerned with something the legislature was doinz.

low if it was something that had to do with redistricting, Zor



LBJ Presidential Library ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT More on LBJ Library oral histories:
http://www.lbjlibrary.org Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781] http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

10
example, he was interested in the tenth district. TIf he had still
been in office, for example, during this last session when we got
into his hassle over Williamson County staying in the Tenth District,
he would have been very much interested in saving Williamson County
for that district because that's his old congressional district and
he had an interested in those people and who represented them,

I can remember one time during the Connally administration we
darned sure were aware that he would like for Blanco County, for
example, to stay in Jake Pickle's district. You get a certain
awareness of what he liked and what he didn't like, and vou tried to
help him if you could.

But as far as having any daily interest or anything, he never
did--at least in the time I worked for him, The only time he ever
paid any attention to the legislature is when he heard about some
senator who made a speech about the LBJ Park--critical of the park
or something--and of course he jumped to that. But as far as their
usual routine, he didn't pay any attention to them. On the political
scene, ne had friends down here that I'm sure he helped in one way
or another from time to time. As far as meddling in local races and
things of that nature, he did verv, very little.

I 2id yvou get the feeling that Jake was his hand-picked candidate to
succeed Homer Thornberrv:

Z: Hand-picked?

o Yes,

P T doupnt that. Here again. it ~2ac Time wnen Jake decicded o run L
“7as actuatil orwing Zor .ake over ac the [ZC doing a project IZor
chem.

10
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F: 0f course, there was that question of whether it would be Charlie
Herring or Jake.

C: Jake was interested in running. He'd always been interested in
running, He was ripe to run, and he darn sure checked with everybody
before he got interested but I think the volition was Pickle's. He
became sort of an agreed candidate, but if he hadn't had the interest
he never would have been in that position to do it. And a lot of
folks, including me, were interested in getting a congressman that
we thought represented everybody and could do a good sound job.

So, sure, lots of folks were interested in Pickle getting it. Later
on Connally turned me loose to help Pickle in his race. We weren't
above trying to get our friends elected to office. I'm sure President
Johnson, who I guess at that time was Vice President--must have been,
must have been '63 when Jake ran in the special election--

£ Yes, it was,

C: --he had an interest in that election just like evervbody else did
in that part of the Democratic party. Actually, I think President
Johnson's role in Texas politics has been considerablv overpiaved.

le gets credit for lots of things he doesn't do. I'1ll give wvou this

o look at when vou go hack, and that's tvpical of the kind of thing.

Zvervbody thinks there's a conspiracy going of some kind and that his

fine hand is in all of these things—and that his fine hand, since

ne's out of office, was in Bentsen's running for the Senate. There

never was so much bunk in all the--he didn't =7ant Zentsen =3 ~un

Zar the Senate. and VeL e Iers oreaif Tor to.
B ‘hat z1id e want o uo--stave corif an intrapartv fizht!

B jell, he didn't think Zentsen had a chance cf winning; told him so:

11
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didn't want him to run; made no effort to help him at all in the
primary; stayed totally neutral; and just barelv helped in the general
election against Bush. And yet he gets the full credit or blame
-~-depending on whether its friend or enemy--for manipulating the
Texas U.S, Senate election last year. He had no more part in
manipulating that election than my daughter did--less, probably!

F: I started to ask what part did your daughter have.

C: Anybody intimately involved in political life here in Texas knows
what he does and what he doesn't do. And I'm reasonably intimately
involved in politics in Texas, and I've seen darned little of his
tracks anywhere.

3 Like the eternal chancellorship of the University that he's always
gunning for.

C: Oh, yes, he's angling to be chancellor of the University of Texas!
People put motives behind things President Johnson does. Thev alwavs
have. They're not going to stop now., And here in Austin thev
particularly like to see the little connection--iike a group of us
got together to try to save the Driskill Hotel over here. Well, the
first question that comes up from anybodv, particularly in the press,
is, "Is President Johnson behind this?"--because thev look at the
names and numbers. Thev see Max Brooks, 3111 Heath, George Christian.
Thev see all these people that thev can identifv of being somehow
connected with President Johnson. Well, half the people in Austin

nave been connected with President Johnson at one time or anocher.

“Whenever thev do something it appears zhat mavse 2’7 ‘avolvea [
tE,  Heck. 1is atticude :Iiward savinz one oriskill was tnar 1t was &
sonev Loser,  iig onlv knowledege of it was that., "Tf George Srown

12



LBJ Presidential Library
http://www.lbjlibrary.org

ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT
Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781]

More on LBJ Library oral histories:
http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

13
couldn't make money out of it, how do you all expect to make money

out of it?"

F: I tried another tack of working on Mrs, Johnson through her historic
and beauty interests and got virtually nowhere with it. So I
personally was quite aware of that,

Back to the LBJ State Park. Did he have much role in that
bevond just being constantly embarrassed? Let's put it another way.
Why weren't the donors ever made public?

C: They are. They're in the book out there right now.

F: But at the time that it was a real issue?

C: I think the primary reason is that he had gotten some of the money

from people who did not want it known they'd given him any money for

it, and they were substantial donations,

A substantial portion of

the initial money came from three
in the mood to let it appear that
setting up something for him., It
know, it
somebodyv.

kind. He,

in it, decided that ™e just can't do it,.

T

1

nere, which caused a problem.

ze Apparently not.

was perfectly legitimate,

T Did he clear that with Governor Connally

He didn't clear it with

or four people, and they were not
they were suddenly going in and
was politically difficult,

You

but it might not look that way to

It would look like some kind of political pavoff of some

pretty much himself, although others were involved

We just can’t release

. Well, John Ben shepperd said it was going to pe released down

or the President?

Governor Connallvy. don'z
zhink Governor Connallv cared one wav or zthe -cner. [ar ’‘rasigent
“shnson didn £ -ranc “o r2ieased. :nd ynen the chingz was finished
ing ne was out oL orffice, he released the names, and thev're up there

13



LBJ Presidential Library ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT More on LBJ Library oral histories:v
http://www.lbjlibrary.org Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781] http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

14
as public record, But at the time he just didn't want to do it.

And rightly or wrongly--1 dort know, maybe it was wrong, but at the

time it appeared the right thing to do.

T I've often wondered why it was such an issue.

C: What? The names?

F: Yes. Or the non-names,

C: Because I think two or three newspapers made it an issue. The whole
project took on~--

F: I never could quite see what was sinister.

C: Well, it looked like a sinister plot to steal somebody's property

across the road there. You know there's one family--1I've forgotten
what their names were, Queen or something, that's not the name--but
thevy were holding out. They didn't want to sell, and T believe thev
went through condemnation proceedings., It just looked like this
powerful takeover of these poor private folks' propertv, I dog't
know the background of all of that. DBut the Dallas News and one or
two other papers got interested in their plight and thev made a big
deal out of it. Frankly, we never could see, ™What is the big deal,'
vou know!

The whole intent and purpose is to set up a lovely state pnark

that protects that property which the man, as he said publicly, is

~ s

4

zoing to turn over to the government, 1It's zoing to pecome a

public faecility, Tt

2]

a historic park. He zin't zoing to get anvthing

out of it. T guess he gets some tax advantaze out of it when he
“inally does it. out it's all soing zZo° zhe =~usiic 5 oisls eme
suonlic zzainst -~ne Liffle .andowner up here "no wants L2 DUC 2 Deer
‘oint wn caere or something., 3o what's the zreat scorm about!

14
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It's not the first time it has happened. But because it was him,
and because of our general propensity for secrecy and not explaining
ourselves well and everything else, because we're the world's
worst--I1 say the Johnson administration was the world's worst at
explaining itself adequately to the public for some reason. I think
we tried like hell, but I don't think we ever got the point across
on a lot of things. I think that that created a furor over it. I
don't think the public was up in arms, I think some couple of the
papers were, and it became kind of a little titillating thing to talk
about. The LBJ Park became some kind of ogre or something to some
people, particularly the anti-Johnson people. But if anybody goes
up there now and sees what they've made out of it--, But if anybody
that can look down the road ten or fifteen vears can say, ""Now this
is going to be a park--a historical--"
That's a hard thing to sell though.
You can't sell that because people are too busv worrving about
what the man is now, whether thev hate him or don't like him or
somthing else. The fact that he was President and the ract that ten
or fifteen vears from now every presidential home evervwhere is going
to be some kind of national shrine. These are our leaders., e's

zoing to be buried there.

This would come wnen I used to trv to sell to the facultyv on the
librarv. Good Lord, we'd bust a zut fo zet Martin Van Buren's
librarvy!

Yeg--or Millard Fillmore! nvthinz, -2u know. “uC —=or 0w -ecause
outve Gor vour morlIlldl sretudlees oo involvea in evervrhing,

isll, Zarrv [ruman in 'S2--and I imagine nobodv zave a zood damn

15
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whether his home in Independence was ever anything or not. They're
going to wish now they'd done a little more with some of his stuff,

But that's all T know about that.
F: Did you have any particular problems, taboos, or so forth, as far
as working with the President's family, and TI'm thinking now of the
brother, the sisters, the sort of satellites. I'm not talking about

Luci and Lynda.

C: I never had any connection with them at all.
¥ They weren't of press concern, really,.
C: Oh, Sam Houston was.

But he was largely quiescent while vou were in there, wasn't he?

[

C: Yes. Sam had gotten his leg broken or something. He came in and
out a time or two while I was there, and I know him. Hds a friend
of mine and everything, but nobody particularly in the White House had
anvthing to do with him,

o Did the President ever fiercely, as far as vou know, trv to get
Yarborough and Connaily to hold hands outside that Hubert Humphrey

rally? I mean, was this a thing that concerned him?

()

It didn't burn him up. I mean it didn't consume him. 3ut the thing
that concerned him during the '68 campaign was that Humphrev wouldn't
carry [exas. e really wanted Humphrey to carrv TIexas, and whatever
it took to carry Texas that's what he was interested in. The fact
chat Connally and Yarborough were feuding--this feud's not =zoing coc
be solved by Lyndon Johnson or anvbodv else, and as far as [ know

e never made any great overt artempt =2 resolve anv diffarences
efween 142 WO men Uacause oo as useress.,  _he ulfferences were

nere. ‘2 1ad zome or tihe same cifferences wilitn Senator Yarborougn
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himself. There was a lot of to-do about Johnson's going to solve
all these intra-party fights in Texas, and all that. Sure, he

liked to hold them to & minimum if it interrupted his situation.

Frj

At least keep them quiet,

C: He damned sure didn't want them always at each other's throats. But
I think in the final analysis, in the '68 election-~I know this,

I don't have to guess., Connally made up his own mind what he wanted
to do in the '68 election. It wasn't anything that Johnson did.
Connally made up his own mind to help in that election, He thought
he'd gotten a big run-around at the convention, that he'd been
doublecrossed--and he had--on his face. They told him one thing and
did something else, and he's not the kind of fellow that likes that.
And he came home from the convention apparently feeling pretty bitter
about it. He thought the whole thing was just a farce. 3But in the

final analysis he made up his own mind to help the party, and he did

rt
&}

o
ot

some extent--not to anv great extent., He wasn't out on the
stump all the time, but he did make whatever appearances he did on
that. And I don't think that Johnson had a zreat deal to do with
knitting the thing together. He had something to do with it, but he
wasn 't the deciding force in doing 1t.

T 2id the President ever express himself to wvou about Ralph Yarborough,

either as a senator or as a man?

Not anv more than nhe talked about anvbodv else. He had opinions

zood and bad about a lot of people, ‘riends and enemiss. 72 "=z

Hdn't like what somebodv +wvas <Zoinc, .& was _ikelv o cell it £ a
nemper ST 4ls sSTarr. ou know. . aever neard him cricicize Yaroorougn

Ior anvthing in particular.
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He didn't criticize Yarborough as much as Yarborough criticized him?
I think their troubles had occurred pretty much before I got there.
The only relationships I ever saw with Johnson and Yarborough were
all pretty cordial. They obviously weren't bosom friends. But I
think Yarborough voted with him on dang near everything.

Did you get the feeling that John Connally felt he had in a semnse
been gutted when Johnson endorsed Yarborough in '64 and left Joe
Kilgore waiting in the wings?

Connally didn't like it that's for darned sure.

You mean you're inclined to believe thatthis was real, that Kilgore
was slated to be the opponent in '647?

I think Kilgore would have run if Johnson had not been against him,
If Johnson had been even neutral, I think Kilgore probably would have
run. Something else might have kept him from running, but I think
someone would have run in '64--Kilgore, Bentsen, or somebody.

So far as vou know, did Johnson ever suggest to Connaily that he might
like him to sack the governorship and come pack to Washington to help
in anv capacity?

Whether he ever offered him anvthing or not T don't know. I know he
thought about it from time to time. He would have liked to have had
Connally at his warm side the whole time.

Do vou cthink in a cabinet position or some sort or state-=—:

In some role. <Connallv was, I think, always top man on the ladder wich

Johnson on almost anything as far as respect, love, and evervthinz

zlse. I don't know whether he ever »fferea ~im anvining ~7 2o
T Xnow DAt f€ IaduunT 230ut LI., Janted ~im o Yashingrton. mlgnt nave
ielc fhat e was dolng more service right wnere ne was, ind thev,
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like any strong men, had disagreements and pretty strong ones. Connally
wasn't overly enthusiastic on a lot of things Johnson did. It wasn't
just '64.

This is way ahead of the story, but did you ever hear any comment out
of the President when Connally joined Nixon's cabinet?

No, I never talked to him at all about that.

On the cabinet, did vou have any particular vantage point on the
McNamara resignation as Secretary of Defense and becoming the
president of the World Bank?

Yes, I was there during the period.

Tell me about that. Had relations deteriorated?

Yes, they had. I think as it finally developed it was as much
McNamara's doing as it was Johnson's

{phone interruption]

You said that you thought McNamara had as much to do with it as Johnson.
I think McNamara had reached the point in 1967 that he did not want
to be Secretarv of Defense in the situation as it existed. I think
he felt the war wasn't going the wav he wanted it to. There was a
growing difference or opinion on things within the administration

in the inner councils with Rusk and McNamara and the President and
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 1L think McNamara grew more and more
uncomfortable in that role, He was tired, obviously tired. He

was emotionally wrought up, and I think he was looking for a chance.

He wanted something. “hen he told the President about the World

3ank the President did not discourasze him on zhe zhinz. Teooould
tave. I Iuess. iockea T oar o sSTeerea Nim awav rrom LI or something,
ur te aidn'n ziscouraze nim on it,  [Z kind of went Irom chere
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And I think in the final analysis the President actually sort of
helped speed the thing up to get the change over with and get it
done.

There never was any open break between them. As a matter of
fact, he brought McNamara back from time to time when things were
really critical, and he talked to McNamara about them,

F: He continued to value his advice.

C: He valued his advice. There wasn't any rupture at all on the thing.
There might have been had he stayed. I don't know, But McNamara
was ready to go, and I think President Johnson was ready for him
to go. He really, I think, felt that there ought to be a change in
the Pentagon, that McNamara was tired,.

And in some ways I really believe that the President was concerned
about McNamara as much as anything else. The President had a pretty
close relationship with Rusk, McNamara, and some other people in
sovernment, and he's not an insensitive man. He could darned sure
smell when there are problems. I think that it was a combination of
concern for McNamara, desire for a change, and the availability ot
the place for McNamara in something where he could continue to be or
tremendous service. It just all kind of worked out as things sometimes
do, It wasn’t a case of the President just drop-kicking nim out or
office., It wasn't a case of McNamara just throwing in the sponge.
3ut it worked to everypody's advantage. T think thev've alil understood
it, and I don't think anvybodv was fooling anvbodv else. McNamara

xnew good and well that fne cime was right. -nad

&)

4T iome TOLnLs

o
b
.

sometimes . wouid imagine =ven ooaav cleNamara miznt wish that e naa

scaved o0 carougn--or at the time I imagine ne had fleeting thoughts
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like anybody else that maybe he wasn't doing the right thing., But

at the time that it was all developing I know that at that point

McNamara thought that that was what he ought to do for whatever

reasons, He wanted to get on out.

You had that emotional farewell., Was that emotion felt on both sides,

or was this McNamara?

Oh, the President felt it, But McNamara was an emotional man. A

lot of people have the impression he was just a computer or something,

but he really wasn't. He was a computer--I mean, he was a fellow--

He had a mind there.

He had a computer mind and a maybe overly human heart, but that

emotional departure was not the first emotional outburst he had had.

He had another one 1 think down at the dedication of the aircrart

carrier Kennedv. That was a verv emotional time.

Were you there?

Yes, Tt affected McNamara greatly. 3ut when a person serves very

closely with a President--no matter who it is, particularly in a job

like that--and when he held Kennedv obviously in such atffection,

was one of Kennedv's closest confidants, that carrier dedication was

an emotional experience for the average man. I mean, for a man

>L average emotions it would have been a verv emotional thing.
Leaving the cabinet after seven vears--~and he even felt an

ittachment to Johnson too. Certainiv ne didn't have the relationshiv

wvith Johnson that he had with Wennedv, 5ut he had a close relationsnio

with him. Thev were more =“han iust rresicent nd agin=t 71 ar,

Thev were 21so rienas. .o LT 'as . Zou2n experience, 2 sav arter

ceven —wears. So long.' Lut in the context of times 1t also added
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a little bit, I think, to the feeling that a lot of people had that
he was darned bone-weary with what he was doing, and things were
pressing on him pretty hard, and it was time to get on out of there.
I can remember a time or two when President Johnson was talking
about James Forrestal in that same job. He wasn't drawing any great
parallels, but he had lived through that episode when he was in the
Congress. Johnson can read men pretty well, and he read that it was

time for a change there,

1y

Did he ever reallv consider anybodv besides Clark Clifford as far as

vou know?

C: Yes, He considered several people. I think Clifford was always his
first choice. 3ut, as he sometimes did, I think he dropped in two
or three other folks to consider just to=--

I Give you a few vardsticks to--

Give vou a few things to measure by. And I think Paul Nitze wanted

(@

-
«or
.

And I think he gave nim some consideration but decided against it.
T Did he and Clifford continue warm relationships despite the fact

hat Clifford took a much more dovish view?

(o}

Z: Yo, not as close, I wouldn't think--but nearly so. Once Clifisrd was
actualilw in nis cabinet and working with him dayv-to-dav, their
relationsnip changed a little. is long as Clifford was an ouctside
man coming in, vou know, he had a slightly different--

N It makes a difference when wvou are responsible for that department znd
ralking officially.

T That'’s rizhr. Thev vemained =lcse “riends. :na . I:1ess still are.

1r tirfZzrences cecame ratner sronounced toward the ena -x

he administration. and that can’t help but zrffect —our personal
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relations,
F: By and large, in that sort of situation, did Johnson raise his voice

(@]

(@}

iy

when you differed with him, or did he just give you that quiet cold

treatment?

Sometimes he didn't say anything., You know, in a meeting or something,

and he tried to get everybody to speak his mind. I never saw him cut
anybody down, particularly in a large group. He wouldn't embarrass
someone by just saying, '""That's stupid," or something like that,

He woyldn't set out to make me feel small in front of a colleague.
No, he wouldn't do that. 1In a group of one or two people he might do
it. He would sometimes be irritated or something in a meeting, when
you got the impression that he was sore at either somebodv or a group
of people, but it wasn't any table-pounding kind of thing. I never
saw him do that in my life.

How deep was his division with Willard Wirtz?

it got prettvy deep and then it shallowed up some.

Was Wirtz in the McNamara ciass of also being worn down?

No, I don't think so. Wirtz knew what he wanted to do., and he wanted
to do it. Sometimes Johnson didn't agree with what he wanted to do.
He got miffed at Wirtz's open position against the war. Wirtz went
out of his wav to make the break. I mean, he wanted it clearlyv
known that he was differing on the war, and that's his perfect

right. T mean, I don't question it. Jut it did make Johnson unhappv.

Then when thev did have their conrrontation over changing the

Manpower Development program. cheir »oints of Jlisagreemenc ‘rere sad
nouzn I2 rpere LI was iC Ihe noinT oo ora2gignacion v Wirrcz. e
idn'r <o i1z, lidn't resizn. Later on thev really did reestablisn
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their relationship somewhat, although not totally.

And his relationship with Stuart Udall T think just never did
bounce back. They had their flap toward the end of the administration.
They didn't have time to patch it up.
They didn't have time to patch it up. But generally speaking he had
pretty good relationships with most of his cabinet. You can't get
nine cabinet people had have them all pulling in one direction all
the time.

Johnson hated to have disagreements within his official

family. He didn't like that. He liked to present the picture of
unity and that everything was going along smoothly and nicely, and
sometimes it didn't. And there were feuds between White House staff
people and cabinet officers which didn't help matter some.

But the age-old trouble in government--and I'm sure Nixon has
it just about as bad as anybody--is who is next to the throne, who
is in the palace guard. And a White House staff member has a heck of
a leg up on a cabinet officer in a particular area of responsibilitw,
Joe Califano was there everv dav badgering the President on the
domestic programs, whereas Bob Weaver and Willard Wirtz and Orville
Freeman and others were not in there every dav on him.

A capinet orfficer has te call cver for an appointment or run into ain
in the corridor.

That’s right, and a starf man gets to talk to nim all dav long anout
Jo the

one thing or another. tarf man tends co crowd him out.

U

o IorTno.

Just 1ike Kissinger is looked to instead of Rogers and

i

There's nothing new in that. Q¢ fome ST Tne tapinert Lo ©ne Johnson
sdminiscracion Jzic The same 3o0rT of left-our azctifuae, [ Iuess.,

-hat some orf Nixon's peopie [are feelingj.
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Was there a resentment among the other members of the staff against
Marvin [Watson]?
Yes. It was a tough relationship. Marvin had a tough job. Marvin
had to carry out what the President wanted him to on running the
White House, and sometimes this stepped on toes. And he carried
them out to the letter. It was difficult for him to distinguish

between what the President wanted and what the President might have
temporarily wanted.

Was the President was just thinking out loud, or was he actually
talking?

What are vou going to do! When the man says, '""Do it. I want to
see it done., I want vou to report back to me in two hours that it
has been done," Marvin did it, He knows how to follow orders. In
following them he caused some irritations in the White House, and
he took the rap for some things that weren't particularly his doing.
He took it gladlv.

That didn't bother him?

Didn't bother him. I zuess it bothered him, but he understands the
chain of authority and he was willing to do it. There was some

animosity in the White House among, not just Marvin and somebodv,

sut there were animosities all the time going cn. Marvin sort of was

the lightning rod because ne was the man next to the President, and

he was the fellow that was charged with the responsibility of carrvinz

out the stuff that really affecred a guv's wav of operatinz.

he'd take rhe newspapers awav Irom “Tou oY J@prive vou I fhe right

“s ride 2 Jhize -:ouse zar, o5r all the little amenities tnat ne nad

sontroi otf. fhis kind of touched the wrong nerve some time. Zuvs
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didn't like to be told they couldn't get the New York Times or something.
There's no telling how much money Marvin saved by some of his stuff,
but still--and he wasn't doing it because he wanted to do it. He
didn't prune some guy off the car list because he wanted to do it
although he got the blame sometimes and had to shoulder it, He
ran a very difficult operation. I got sore at him. Everybody did
at one time or another if he wouldn't do something the way vou wanted
it done but he couldn't always do it the way somebody wanted it done.
Maybe sometimes he wasn't as tactful as he could have been, although
some of the stuff there wasn't any way. I think he did a darned good
job for the President. He took a lot of raps, and he still bears
bruises from some of the people he worked with. But so do others.
He's not the only one.

T Is it true that he did control appointments with the President to
the extent that more liberally minded people could not get in to
see the President where as the more conservatively minded could?

Z: 1 doubt that.

You've heard the charge undoubtedly.

<o Yes, but the President saw a list of everybodv that wanted to see
him, and he picked who he wanted to see,

o 3ut if I couldn't, then I could blame Marvin.

B But Marvin could take the rap, and Marvin took the rap. 1If some
cabinet officer wanted to see nim and the President didn't want

to see the cabinet orfficer. Marvin would have to make up some =xcuse

as to wnv the 7allow couldn'’~ et a. larvin Lic¢ acrC zake 1T upon
timseli T2 wn faingzs that The ?resident didn't want cone. Lo's
;ust as simple as that. The President ran the ¥White House througn
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Marvin., But on some of the things Marvin got the blame for, he was
doing nothing but carrying out his job,

Did you have anyone in the White House staff who belonged to that kind
of professional conniver type that is always trying to get somebody
out for the sheer pleasure of seeing them go?

Oh no, but there were feuds in there all the time for one reason

or another. Bob Kintner had his feuds with Moyers--with, I guess,
Califano too. Usually the trouble started when you had crossed
authority.

Which you often have.

Which vou often have, and it wasn't ever clear as to who was supposed
to be doing what sometimes. The President had a nice habit of giving
six different people authority to do a certain think like, "Write

me a speech,' or "Edit a speech," or something. You never knew who
else was working on something, and it created problems, Then also
the strong people in the White House--bv that T mean the people who
Suilt up their cown loval staffs, who tried to be public officials

in their own rights rather than iust flunkies for the President.

who had ambitions of one kind or another--these guys attracted more
apposition and cuarreling from other staff mempers chan the guys

~who just kind of minded their own business and didn't butt in on
anvbodv else's business. The guys who were out doing things,

manipulating around and everyvthing, naturally were going to draw

more fire, B1ill Yovers was alwavs the most controversial Tuv ‘7
~he White House because 1 Lot ~I —ne€ Jrner CLEIL-=-
e was il over Cown among otcher things.

‘ell, a lot of the other staif thought that he wanted to be just
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junior president, you know, and wanted to run them or something.
Well, you know, you'd spend a good bit of time just trying to millify
around to keep things going. But also he was involved in a lot of
things. He was interested in a lot of things. He was interested in
the domestic programs and in foreign policy. So he crossed into
other people's areas, and he was controversial. Marvin was contro-
versial because he touched everybody's life in the White House.
Kintner moved in in different areas, had to kind of create his own
niche when the President brought him in, and when that happened

he caused some animosity. Califano was a controversial member

of the White House staff because he always was churning something.
He was right in the middle of everything except the foreign policy
thing, and so other staff members kind of looked at him as being--T
don't know how to describe it, but he was just--

At times he must have been in a way a nuisance,

Well, he was one of the smartest guys around, but also a very
ambitious fellow. And he was voung, so some of the older ones
resented him a little. It wasn't bad. 3But that type of staifer
--Califano and Moyers--is going to draw more fire than, sav, a

Joug Cater or any number of others that were there--3arefoot Sanders.
Mike Manatos. other rfolks who would--

That stick to business.

That try to stick to business, f[rankly, I think I ranked in that

second categorv., L tried to stav out of other peopnleis nusiness.
Jo0 [ kind »f was accepted >v svervsoav. | x0T Inink ©o1aa anvoboav
cuC RLTEr Te Yas an axe anvwav. [ nmight nave nad some secret

znemies or something.
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F: Did the President pay any attention to that sort of thing? Did he

ever give you those old football coach talks about "We're a team'?

C: Heck, no. He played people against each other.
F He liked to knock a few heads.
C: Yes. He didn't mind getting people pitted against each other. I

think he kind of used that as a way of keeping things going sometimes.
I guess he cared if somebody wouldn't work with somebody else, but
as long as both of them did their jobs he didn't care if they had
fist fights or not.

Fe As far as you know was there any tale-bearing by one against another
to the President?

C: Oh, ves,

Fef

Did he pay any attention to it?

I guess sometimes he did and sometimes he didn't., I'm sure he was

(@}

well aware of some of the problems, But a lot of those old different
zrudges, here and there, thev're still evident., It wasn't anv light

thing on some of it.

v

For instance?

)
i

think Horace Busby, for example, nas still got a lack or friendship

I would sav with some orf the folks, particulariy with 811l I would guess.
And George Reedv-=1 think the same thing. He and Bill Movers were

at about as cross purposes vou could szet.

I I can't think of two more unlike people.

C: R2eedv wasn't there when I first came. and Movers was scill ctnere.
never did see 1t., >ul arterwards . tnow ©nRat thev Itilil worked on
:;acn orner zome. hen arvin ana overs, I zuess tnhat was the one
tnat zolng pretty good wnen 1 was there., Rostow never had any real
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run-ins with the rest of the staff, although some of them shot holes
in him, or tried to.

F: For a big talker he stayved, in a sense, to himself, didn't he?

C: He minded his own business. That was the key to his success in working
with the staff, He set up his staff, He and T worked very closely
on things, but he wasn't always second-~guessing what I did or
something, If I goofed one, he didn't tell me I was an idiot or
something, He'd try to help and was always available if I needed
help--that type of staff member--even though a lot of them disagreed
with things he was doing and griped and everything.

Still, from a press officer's standpoint to have a guy like
Rostow running one of the major functions and Califano running another
was darned helpful, because they were always available to vou. Thevy
always wanted to help. There wasn't any throat cutting as far as vou
were--me, really, the only one I can speak for. I didn't seek
confrontations with them. I sought help from them. And I enioved
working with them. I enjoved working with Harrv McPherson and the
legislative people and everybodv.

I just think in a situation in an area for potential power struggles
like that is, che individual starff memper who did his dangest to trvy
to work with the other guvs got along pretty well. It's when thev
zot to knifing at each other and talking and telling the President
cales and stuff of that nature that thev wound up in rfeuds. And vet
aven when thev were feudingz, chev generallv worked tozether -retrT™
z00d.

“he worx Joc

i
'
[

The work zot done. Just because darvin and 3ill disagreed. mavpe
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even said mean things about each other--

rrj

That would have been a good Baptist feud.

C: When it was taking the President on a trip or something, the decisions
that were made were decisions to try to make things right for him.

And there wasn't any disagreement. So it was not the easiest place

in the world to work, but under the circumstances I think the White
House staff under Johnson got along darned well. With one or two
exceptions and one or two brawls that they had, it worked out pretty

well.

re)

Did the President pay any attention at all to what you went to
socially, what you should go to socially? I know primarily with him
vou're supposed to work and not go entertain yourself every evening,

but did he to some extent say that you ought be at certain things?

Ca

No. At different times he encouraged me to entertain the press at
home or something, but other than that, no, he didn't. He wanted
his legislative bovs to stay close to the congressmen as much as thev
could, but he didn't tell somebedv to zo to an embassv or something
like that, He just expected certain things Rostow would trvy to do,
or I would, somebodv would, just to make a showing somewhere.

O Thank vou, George.
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referred to as the donor, hereby give, donate, and convey to the United
States of America for eventual deposit in the proposed Lyndon Baines
Johnson Library, and for administration therein by the authorities thereof,
a tape and transcript of a personal statement approved by me and prepared
for the purpose of deposit in the Lyndon Baines Johnson Library. The gift
of this material is made subject to the following terms and conditions:

1, Title to the material transferred hereunder will pass to the United
States as of the date of the delivery of this material intoc the physical
custody of the Archivist of the United States. The donor retains to himself
during his lifetime all literary property rights in the material donated to the
United States of America by the terms of this instrument. After the death
of the donor, the aforesaid literary property rights will pass to the United

States of America.

2. It is the donor's wish to make the material donated to the United
States of America by terms of this instrument available for research as soon
as it has been deposited in the Lyndon Baines Johnson Library.

3. Arevision of this stipulation governing access to the material for
research may be entered into between the donor and the Archivist of the
United States, or his designee, if it appears desirable.

4, The material donated to the United States pursuant to the foregoing
shall be kept intact permanently in the Lyndon Baines Johnson Library.

Signed I __,/

ate L

M
Accepted %MA %' 5‘«1%' oy

Archivist &f the United States !

Vg e a7y,
Cael Watsea Date March 13, 1975
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