
INTERVIEWEE: GEORGE CHRISTIAN (Tape ~fas) 

INTERVIEWER: JOE B. FRANTZ 

July 1, 1971 

C: 	 I'm not sure I'm the best source for that kind of thing. 

F: 	 The only thing I was thinking about on the VIP's was what you did 

in the way of the joint communiques, you know, when they had met and 

agreed on something. 

C: 	 When we had a foreign visitor corning, usually of course, it was the 

chief of state or the head of state or foreign minister. 

~= You yourself didn't make yourself any extraordinary preparation? 

C: 	 Yes, some. I tried to prepare the press by getting as much material 

as we could on the visitor, because most of President Johnson's 

visitors were people not very well known in Washington. Only 

occasionally you got a Peron or a Harold Wilson. 

-:'. 	 Particularly with all these emerging nations. 

Yes. And he had a great many. There was barely a two week period 

that went bv that we didn't have someone from Africa, generailv, 

some from Asia, and a few of course .from Europe. 3ut if it was an 

2specially critical visit--like the I'nais, for exarnole. came over, 

it seemed to me, rather frequently. At least every seven or eight 

r:i.onths it seemed we i1ad someone from J:'hailand here. That usually 

involved fairly careful preparation simply because their visit 

?ertained a good bit to C.S. rnilitarv suoport and this sort -- -~in:. 

,-+- ~-Jas alwavs touchv ~-1it:h c.ouncr-:.es _,-:e -~orea . .::or 2xamole. _-ecause 

-11r _.. eiar::.:::;.s 'i1C2. -~urea ·:-;ere 2ir..vavs a. ~=-=~le ·Jit strain.ea 0'1er 

;ow sucn eve ,_,.,ere willia>; co commit: co chem, or what ·we wancec out of 

them ia excnange for c~e commitments caat: thev wanted. Ihev always 
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seemed to be in holy terror that there was going to be another war 

just any minute. The DMZ was going to be violated and that we'd 

always be prepared to pitch in and help them of course, which we were. 

The press always, probably, got a slightly general view of what 

the visits were and sometimes were never told, of course, of some of 

the meatier transactions that took place. But most of the foreign 

visitors came primarily to establish a better relationship with 

President Johnson, and many of them came with the idea of getting 

some aid for some purpose. So, frequently it was a case of them 

wanting to express themselves as being friends and wanting some 

help. We usually tried to get up ahead of time what sort of American 

involvement there was in a country, if there was any at all--if so, 

what was it, what type of aid was the US giving them, and the monetary 

levels, and that sort of thing. We tried to get all that information 

togecher for the press ahead of time. 

If the man had a press spokesman occasionally--very occasionally 

--that man might come over ahead of time, particularly from Germany 

of a country of that significance, and we would have the opportunity 

to work out between ourselves a little advance work--the same as we 

advanced President Johnson's visits overseas. Sometimes thev did a 

little advance work too. 

More often than not we were given the information that the man 

was coming. Then as the time neared for the visit we would schedule 

special briefings with the press, have some expert on that c:ouncrY 

to sive them the back~round on the '"iSit ;:ma .-m t::l.e r;;an, and ;senerallv 

~reoare them ~~r the visit. 

The first involvement of the oress and the oress secretarv with 
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the visitor would be the arrival. If there was a formal arrival on 

the south lawn, we were involved in setting up the TV and making sure 

the arrangements were right, taking the press out--just the usual 

routine of covering the ceremony. Frequently, the President would 

allow pictures in his office of the group. It developed into a more 

or less routine type fashion and didn't amount to a great deal. 

Afterwards I was usually just given a cormnunique that was 

prepared either beforehand or during the course of the meeting. 

The staffs of the visitor sometimes met at the same time the President 

was meeting privately [with the visitor]. 

F: Did anybody ever balk on you? 

C: Oh, no, not really. 

F: And mess up your script? 

C: I don't recall any great problem on that. The only problem we ever 

had--I think one time possibly the press secretary of the Prime 

Minister of Australia probably inadvertently went a couple of steps 

beyond the communique by using a colorful expression. I can't 

remember the context of it now, but he said something about a lot 

of "huffing and puffing" or sometning. It gave a little flavor 

to it. 

- · It hadn't been written in. 

C: Yes. But that was fairlv uncommon and didn't cause any particular 

problem. Then, when we planned joint briefings, it was usually 

with the Gennans or the British or some one of that '='-'De nower. _a 

ryroblems arose an them. -~e'd decided ~eforenand what ~e were ~oing 

:.) :>av, 1nd ·ve .ocavee1 preccy much ~vi th it. 

:)ne time, ::: think it was on our famous Canadian trio co ~vlontreal, 
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we put out not a communique but a report on the visit that was within 

guidelines that we had agreed to. The Canadians went considerably 

beyond that in their report on what had happened and what the Prime 

Minister had told the President and this sort of thing. That created 

a problem because the American press couldn't understand why we weren't 

as candid with them as the Canadains were. But that was the only 

incident I remember. 

F: Everything went wrong with the Canadian trip. 

C: Everything else was wrong with the trip, anyway. It was such a messed 

up thing anyway that it didn't matter. 

?: Did other major countries advance as carefully as we did? 

C: No. Nobody travels like the President of the United States. We 

shocked some countries we went into with the type of entourage and 

advance preparation that we had to have. It's just one of those 

things. The American President is the most precious connnodity in 

the world, I guess, and he's treated as such. It is, in a way, 

rather embarrassing to travel to another country under that type 

circumstances. It's almost like the king of the world moving in on 

some inferior country. Many of them just don 1 t understand it. 

I think the first one I encountered was New Zealand. Thev jusc 

couldn't believe thac all of that was necessary. 3ut thev didn't 

realize that when the Ame-::-ican President travels, he travels with 

dozens and dozens of press. The British might have three or four 

?ress people, and the Canadians will have a !'ew. 2nd the :·'.ex::.ca:1s 

will have a few. ~he Auscralians ~i2~t ~ave :ne or ~wo or none. 

Jut noooav 0ise does. ·au jusc don 1t have che actention focusea on 

these ocher neoole. 
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And the Russians--when Kosygin came to this country, he didn't 

bring a bevy of reporters with him. He had one TASS man, and that 

was it. 

F: He was good enough for all of them. Did he bring an equivalent of 

you that you had to work with? 

C: No, there is no equivalent apparently in the Soviet Union. There 

isn't any spokesman as such. There was a gentleman I worked with. 

He was, I believe, a TASS man. 

F: Was he pretty good to work with? 

C: Oh, yes. 

F: No particular problems at all? 

C: No, they're very easy about the situation. They figured they were 

in hostile country and acted accordingly. 

F: Were there any advantages when you came to the ranch--in San Antonio 

over Austin, or vice versa? 

C: Austin or San Antonio? 

- · Yes. 

C: ~ot really. I think some of the press were more comfortable in 

San Antonio, and some were more comfortable in Aust in. ~fe tried to 

strike a balance. To keen them as happy as we could. =he facilities 

in San Antonio were a little better than they were here. 

There was street talk that one reason you shifted at one time from 

Austin to San Antonio was to keep the outside reporters from smelling 

::JUt the Yarborough-Connally feud. to keeo that plaveel down so _._,_at: 

:hev wouldn't ~e so handv :o Austi~- =j :~ere anvthinz in that? 

= ::'.::ink ciere · 3 some suoscance to t::1e ract: that San .--i.ntonio ;vas less 

Jr a Jed of rumor. 
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F: 	 Austin's a little bit like Washington. 

C: 	 I don't think it had so much to do with the Connally-Yarborough thing 

as it just did that the press here in Austin has its own ideas about 

President Johnson and other things and that cross-breeding of the 

Austin press and the White House press sometimes produced some stories 

and things that weren't particularly liked around the White House. 

And I'm sure there is some substance to that. The President never 

told me specifically to keep the press out of Austin, but I had the 

impression that he preferred for them to be in San Antonio at certain 

points, and yet he changed his mind later on. He wasn't that tough 

about it. The press had the idea he wanted to keep them out of Austin 

for some specific reason. Later on he brought them back to Austin. 

Is there any great problem when you come in for a prolonged stay 

with the press just getting restless and getting into things that-­

C: 	 Yes. ~ve tried to keep them busy in the sense that they were bored, 

and President Johnson was not the type fellow that wanted to go to 

some nice resort. There wasn 1 t much for them to do. When he came 

awav to rest it was to Texas almost all the time, and they got tired 

of coming to the same place. They liked it well enough under the 

curcumstances. ,.Jn occasion we ovenrnrked them here, and they 

cornplainea about that. Sometimes we underworked them and they 

complained about that. 

They had to justif; being here. They had a very practical 

problem. It was that they felt that thev '>7ere seoarated ;J'' sevenr:-­

T'.',iles i::-cm r:he ?::-esident. '.-mien ~,1ev :ert3.ini'.- ~vere. _:_no cnac ~Je 

iicin; t :.:_':e -~_,em enou2n .:_nrormation en tie Pr-esident '::: activities 

·ustifv cneir ::ieing; here. :):[ course. ,:mr attitude was ne was ac the 
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ranch, if there was anything important he was doing we'd darned sure 

tell them, but we weren't just going to manufacture a bunch of stuff 

to pretend that he was out there making great decisions when he wasn't. 

F: Did anyone ever demand facilities that were closer, like J~hnson City 

or Fredericksburg? 

C: Oh, frequently. I think some of them would have liked to have been 

closer to the ranch. I remember one time we talked about putting 

them in Fredericksburg, and they didn't cotton to that idea very 

much. 

F: I couldn't see-­

C: They complained enough about Austin. They'd say, "Well, let's go 

down to the barber shop and watch the haircuts," or, "Let's go out 

and watch them paint the stripe on the street." They ran out of things 

to do here. They were fish out of water. Some of the press are 

prima donnaish and didn't mix too well with some of the folks down 

here. A lot of them did. A lot of them made lasting friendships 

with people in Texas, and they still come down frequently to renew 

those friendships. 3ut some of them didn't mix too well. 

I've picked up a few that I stay in touch with. 

l...et 's shift off that a little bit. '!ere you Drivv to the sort 

of increasing delicacv oi the relationship between Senator Richard 

Russell and the President? 

r. Yes. 

Jo vou want to expatiate a little? 

:JrobaolY cion't know as r.:iucn a.bouc : :.s "omeone '2lse f'Hi:ht. ~i~ze 

jCartea as a s1i~hc jit or ~lack over 2 

udQesnip. As I recall. President :ohnson left the impression, 
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anyway, on Senator Russell that he was trying to get something out 

of him in exchange for a judgeship in Georgia. Now whether the 

Justice Department was really the guilty party in as far as the putting 

the hammer on Senator Russell or whether the White House was, has 

always been fuzzy in my mind as to who did what to whom. But whatever 

it was Senator Russell didn't like the move at all and apparently 

thought that he was a good enough friend of President Johnson's 

that when he asked for something he ought to get it. And it went 

from there. 

I think it affected the Fortas appointment to some extent. 

Senator Russell finally opposed Fortas. President Johnson had a 

very clear impression, as did others of us, that Senator Russell 

was going to help him on the project, and he didn't do it for some 

reason or another. 

I think this feeling between them was a very real thing. It 

was on Senator Russell's part. It wasn't on President Johnson 1 s 

part. He never lost his respect for him or affection for him. 3ut 

think Senator Russell did get his feelings pretty 6adly hurt over 

this judgeship matter and thought that the President was sort of 

trading-­

They never got it straightened out as far as vou know? 

Thev got it straightened it out to the extent that Defore Presicient 

Johnson left office he was certainly on reasonaDly good terms with 

Senator ~ussell. He talked to him about Viet ::am urcrnlems 'l.c:c ':::e: ­

:ot :~e -2eii~= c~ac :2rtain1v :~ev weren't as ciose as thev ~au 

·ieen at one time in their careers. Sut the aetails on the iudzeshio, 
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I don't 	recall the particulars of it, somebody else might. 

F: 	 You saw this from both sides, and I heard rumors all over. How heavy 

a hand did President Johnson lay on Texas politics? Was he interested 

in what the legislature was doing, I mean, other than he's interested 

in all fifty? 

C: You mean at that time? 

"· Yes. When you were with the governor or when you were with the 

President. 

He paid only passing attention to what was happening down here. If 

it was something that affected him either directly or politically 

in some way, he might be concerned with it. But ordinarily he paid 

no attention to it at all. 

I'm trying to get something straightened out. I've heard that as 

last as his vice presidency he would call individual legislators and 

question their vote on certain issues, why they had voted a certain 

~ay. Did vou see any evidence of that? 

I've never heard of him doing that. I know that there was some 

legislation he darned sure was interested in when Price Daniel was 

governor on election laws. And he did talk back and forth, usually 

through emissaries, co people like Senator Dorsey Hardeman. ?eople 

'Jho were in the leg is lature at the time, trying to work on certain 

matters. I worked in the Capitol from 1949 on, and a good bit of 

that time was in the governor 1 s office, and I never heard of him 

1)eing interested in anvthing except th is one :iiece or ;:; lect :_.::;n ~3.~·J 

that he was ,:::mcercieci :1i_ ch. !~n·: =ememaer another s1n21e instance 

·;nere ···"' ·;as : :rncer::eel ~·Jl th somei::hin'.2; the leg is lature ':vas doing. 

::ow if 	ic ·vas something that i::ad to do with redisi::rictin12:, f:::ir 

 
LBJ Presidential Library 
http://www.lbjlibrary.org

ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT 
Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781]

 
More on LBJ Library oral histories: 

http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

9



10 

example, he was interested in the tenth district. If he had still 

been in office, for example, during this last session when we got 

into his hassle over Williamson County staying in the Tenth District, 

he would have been very much interested in saving Williamson County 

for that district because that's his old congressional district and 

he had an interested in those people and who represented them. 

I can remember one time during the Connally administration we 

darned sure were aware that he would like for Blanco County, for 

example, to stay in Jake Pickle's district. You get a certain 

awareness of what he liked and what he didn't like, and you tried to 

help him if you could. 

But as far as having any daily interest or anything, he never 

did--at least in the time I worked for him. The only time he ever 

paid any attention to the legislature is when he heard about some 

senator who made a speech about the LBJ Park--critical of the park 

or somethirn~;--and of course he jumped to that. But as far as their 

usual routine, he didn 1 t pay any attention to them. Jn the political 

scene, he had friends down here that I'm sure he helped in one \vav 

or another from time to time. As far as meddling in local races ana 

things of that nature, ie did verv, very little. 

Jid vou get the feeling that Jake cvas his hand-picked candidate to 

succeed Homer Thornberrvf 

Hand-picked? 

Yes. 

r douot :hat. 1ere agai~. __ -~at =~~e ~ne~ :ake ueci~ea :o r~n 

:as a_c:::_:_a1.'._-- :oc'-i::-«2 :or .ake ~:-ver :1:: :':le r:::c ioin'.2; a oro1ect :;:;r 

:.:hem. 
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F: 	 Of course, there was that question of whether it would be Charlie 

Herring or Jake. 

C: 	 Jake was interested in running. He'd always been interested in 

running. He was ripe to run, and he darn sure checked with everybody 

before he got interested but I think the volition was Pickle's. He 

became sort of an agreed candidate, but if he hadn't had the interest 

he never would have been in that position to do it. And a lot of 

folks, including me, were interested in getting a congressman that 

we thought represented everybody and could do a good sound job. 

So, sure, lots of folks were interested in Pickle getting it. Later 

on Connally turned me loose to help Pickle in his race. We weren't 

above trying to get our friends elected to office. I'u sure President 

Johnson, who I guess at that time was Vice President--must have been, 

must have been '63 when Jake ran in the special election-­

r. Yes, it was. 

--he had an interest in that election just like everybodv else did 

in that part of the Democratic party. Actually, I think President 

Johnson's role in Texas politics has been considerablv overolaved. 

He ~ets credit for lots of things he doesn't do. I'll give vou chis 

:Q look at when vou ~o back. and that 1 s tvpical of the kind or chi ng. 

~vervbodv chinks there's a conspiracy going of some kind and that his 

fine nand is in all of th2se things--and that his fine hand, since 

'1e 's out of Qffice, was in 3entsen' s running for the Senat:e. ':'here 

:cever ':·JaS SO ffiUCO bunk in al 1 the-- he didn 1 t ~1ant: )encsen - J 

~hat :.:i_ci :ce ·.vane :o c.o---;cave err in intraoart7 ri;;rn:' 


:ell, he didn't think 3entsen had a cnance or winning; told him so: 


 
LBJ Presidential Library 
http://www.lbjlibrary.org

ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT 
Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781]

 
More on LBJ Library oral histories: 

http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

11



12 

didn't want him to run; made no effort to help him at all in the 

primary; stayed totally neutral; and just barelv helped in the general 

election against Bush. And yet he gets the full credit or blame 

--depending on whether its friend or enemy--for manipulating the 

Texas U.S. Senate election last year. He had no more part in 

manipulating that election than my daughter did--less, probably! 

F: I started to ask what part did your daughter have. 

C: Anybody intimately involved in political life here in Texas knows 

what he does and what he doesn't do. And I'm reasonably intimately 

involved in politics in Texas, and I've seen darned little of his 

tracks anywhere. 

F: Like the eternal chancellorship of the University that he's always 

gunning for. 

C: Oh, yes, he's angling to be chancellor of the University of Texas! 

People put mocives behind things President Johnson does. They alwavs 

have. They 1 re not going to stop now. And here in Austin they 

particularly like to see the little connection--like a group of us 

got together to try to save the Driskill Hotel over here. ".Jell, the 

first question that comes up from anybody, particularly in the press, 

is, 11 Is President Johnson behind this'? 11 --because thev look at the 

names and numbers. They see Max Brooks, Jill Heath, George Christian. 

~hev see all these people that they can identifv of being somehow 

connected with President Johnson. ~ell, half the oeople in Austin 

~ave been connected with President Johnson at one time or :mother. 

~henever thev do something it aopears :nae ~avJe 

-:ionev 1-:..iser. ~is onlv know1ed2e of it was that. .!TC 
.~.rown 
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couldn't make money out of it, how do you all expect to make money 

out of it?" 

F: I tried another tack of working on Mrs. Johnson through her historic 

and beauty interests and got virtually nowhere with it. So I 

personally was quite aware of that. 

Back to the LBJ State Park. Did he have much role in that 

beyond just being constantly embarrassed? Let's put it another way. 

Why weren't the donors ever made public? 

C: They are. They're in the book out there right now. 

F: But at the time that it was a real issue? 

C: I think the primary reason is that he had gotten some of the money 

from people who did not want it known they'd given him any money for 

it, and they were substantial donations. A substantial portion of 

the initial money came from three or four people, and they were not 

in the mood to let it appear that they were suddenly going in and 

setting up something for him. It was politically difficult. You 

know, it was perfectly legitimate, ~ut it might not look that way to 

somebody. It ,.JOuld look like some kind or political payoff of some 

kind. He. pretty much himself, althougn others were involved 

in it, decided that 'rr.Je just can't do it. ~.Je iust can:t release 

it." ~·Jell<t John Ben Shepperd said it i:vas going to De released down 

~ere, which caused a problem. 

-: . Did he clear that with Governor Connallv or the President? 

.~pparentlv not. He didn't clear it 'vith Governor <..::onnail·:. :ion':: 

::hink Governor Connallv cared one wav or :::::.e :cner. .:1c _:::ssicenc 

.· Jhnson '.lidn · '.: ··ant ~: ~-'=' 1easea. ina ·;nen :'.le :'.l.in2 '.Jas :':'.:::.ishea 

ind >2 ··.as ·Jue ::::t :::ffice. he released the names, and t'.1ev·re up c!:lere 
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as public record. But at the time he just didn't want to do it. 

And rightly or wrongly--I dorrt know, maybe it was wrong, but at the 

time it appeared the right thing to do. 

F: 	 I've often wondered why it was such an issue. 

C: 	 What? The names? 

F: 	 Yes. Or the non-names. 

C: 	 Because I think two or three newspapers made it an issue. The whole 

project took on-­

F: 	 I never could quite see what was sinister. 

C: 	 Well, it looked like a sinister plot to steal somebody's property 

across the road there. You know there's one iamily--I've for~otten 

what their names were, Queen or something, that's not the name--but 

they were holding out. They didn't want to sell, and I believe thev 

went through condemnation proceedings. It just looked like this 

powerful takeover of these poor private iolks' property. I don't 

know the background of all of that. But the Jallas ~ews and one or 

two other papers got interested in their plight and thev made a oig 

deal out oi it. Frankly, ~ve never could see. "'.·Jhat is the big deal." 

vou know! 

The whole intent and puroose is to set ~D a lovely state oark 

that protects that property which the man, as he said puoliclv, ~s 

;oing to turn over to the government. It's going to oecome a 

public iacilitv. It's a historic park. He ain't going to get anvthing 

out oi it. I guess he gets some tax advan taze out of it '..Jhen '.1e 

) 

something. 
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It's not the first time it has happened. But because it was him, 

and because of our general propensity for secrecy and not explaining 

ourselves well and everything else, because we're the world's 

worst--I say the Johnson administration was the world's worst at 

explaining itself adequately to the public for some reason. I think 

we tried like hell, but I don't think we ever got the point across 

on a lot of things. I think that that created a furor over it. I 

don't think the public was up in arms. I think some couple of the 

papers were, and it became kind of a little titillating thing to talk 

about. The LBJ Park became some kind of ogre or something to some 

people, particularly the anti-Johnson people. But if anybody goes 

up there now and sees what they've made out of it--. But if anybody 

that can look down the road ten or fifteen years can say, ":'.'fow this 

is going to be a park-- a historical-- 11 

That's a hard thing to sell though. 

e· You can't sell that because people are too busv worrving about 

'.vhat the man is now, whether thev hate him or don 1 t like him or 

sornthing else. The fact that he was President and the .tact that ten 

or fifteen years from now every presidential home everywhere is going 

co c)e some kind or national snrine. l:'hese are our leaders. :Ie 's 

~oing to be buried there. 

This would come wnen I ~1sed to trv to se 11 to the racultv on the 

~i.brarv. Good lord, ~·le' d bust a wt t:o '?et Marti:i. '.'an Suren 1 s 

library: 

\es--or Hillard. Fillmore; _1.nvthir:::z, ·;u ,zr1ow. ·1c ·--~r:: _y.; :ecause 

'.211, :=:arr? I:'ruman J..n '52--anci I i.::iagine nooodv ·:;ave a s;ooci ciarnn 
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whether his home in Independence was ever anything or not. They're 

going to wish now they'd done a little more with some of his stuff. 

But that's all I know about that. 

F: Did you have any particular problems, taboos, or so forth, as far 

as working with the President's family, and I'm thinking now of the 

brother, the sisters, the sort of satellites. I'm not talking about 

Luci and Lynda. 

C: I never had any connection with them at all. 

F: They weren't of press concern, really. 

C: Oh, Sam Houston was. 

V· But he was largely quiescent while you were in there, wasn't he? 

C: Yes. Sam had gotten his leg broken or something. He came in and 

out a time or two while I was there, and I know him. Hes a friend 

of mine and everything, but nobody particularly in the White House had 

anvthing to do with him. 

Did the President ever fiercely, as far as vou know, try to get 

Yarborough and Connally to hold hands outside that Hubert Humphrey 

rally! ' mean, :.;as this a thing that concerned him? 

C: It didn't burn him up. ~mean it didn't consume him. 3ut the thing 

that concerned him during the 1 68 campaign was that Humphrev wouldn't 

carrv I'exas. :-le really wanted Humphrey to carry· Iexas. and whatever 

it took to carrv Texas that's what he was interested in. The fact 

:hat Connally and Yarborough were feuding--this feud's not ;oing co 

'Je solved bv Lyndon Johnson or anvnodv else, and as far as 1: '..-:now 

je never made anv great overt 2tt2moc :o resolve lnv =~==2renc2s 

_::ere. _e ·an .some 'Jr ::1e same cif::'erences wu::n Senator :::iroorougn 
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himself. There was a lot of to-do about Johnson's going to solve 

all these intra-party fights in Texas, and all that. Sure, he 

liked to hold them to a minimum if it interrupted his situation. 

p.. 	 At least keep them quiet.~ 

C: 	 He damned sure didn't want them always at each other's throats. But 

I think in the final analysis, in the '68 election--I know this, 

I don't have to guess. Connally made up his own mind what he wanted 

to do in the '68 election. It wasn't anything that Johnson did. 

Connally made up his own mind to help in that election. He thought 

he'd gotten a big run-around at the convention, that he'd been 

doublecrossed--and he had--on his face. They told him one thing and 

did something else, and he's not the kind of fellow that likes that. 

And he came home from the convention apparently feeling pretty bitter 

about it. He thought the whole thing was just a farce. 3ut in the 

final analysis he made up his own mind to help the party, and he did 

it to some extent--not to any great extent. He wasn 1 t out on the 

stumu all the time, ':mt he did make whatever appearances he did on 

that. ).nd I don 1 t think that Johnson had a great deal to do with 

knitting the thing together. He had something to do with it, jut he 

~asn't the deciding force in doing it. 

Jid the ?resident ever express himselr to you about ~aloh Yarborough, 

either as a senator or as a man? 

~ot anv more than he talked about anvbody else. He had opinions 

:ood and bad about a lot of ceoole. ~riends and ene~ies. ~ 

·-:emoer ~·J- -~ls .-:car= .. -:Ju ccnow .. -:: ~~ever :1earci him cri-t:icize ~aroorougn 

~~r anvthing in particular. 
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F: He didn't criticize Yarborough as much as Yarborough criticized him? 

C: I think their troubles had occurred pretty much before I got there. 

The only relationships I ever saw with Johnson and Yarborough were 

all pretty cordial. They obviously weren't bosom friends. But I 

think Yarborough voted with him on dang near everything. 

":::'. Did you get the feeling that John Connally felt he had in a sense 

been gutted when Johnson endorsed Yarborough in '64 and left Joe 

Kilgore waiting in the wings? 

C: Connally didn't like it that's for darned sure. 

c· You mean you're inclined to believe thatthis was real, that Kilgore 

was slated to be the opponent in '64? 

C: I think Kilgore would have run if Johnson had not been against him. 

If Johnson had been even neutral, I think Kilgore probably would have 

run. Something else might have kept him from running, but I think 

someone would have run in '64--Kilgore, Bentsen, or somebody. 

So far as you know. did Johnson ever suggest to Connally that he might 

like him to sack the governorship and come !Jack to ~fashington to ;,elp 

in anv capacitv? 

~-Jhether he ever offered him anything or not I don 1 t know. I know he 

thom~;ht about it from time to ti:r:e. He would have liked to have had 

Connally at his warm side the whole time. 

Jo vou chink in a caoinec position or some sort or state--,, 

In some role. :~onnallv was, .L think, always top man on the ladder 'Vl ch 

Johnson on almost anything as far as respect. love, and even'i:hinz 

,::; lse. : jon't know wnether he ever ~fferea 

0~9lt :~at was doin~ more service right wnere ne was. ~na cnev, 
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like any strong men, had disagreements and pretty strong ones. Connally 

wasn't overly enthusiastic on a lot of things Johnson did. It wasn't 

just '64. 

F: This is way ahead of the story, but did you ever hear any cormnent out 

of the President when Connally joined Nixon's cabinet? 

C: No, I never talked to him at all about that. 

F: On the cabinet, did you have any particular vantage point on the 

McNamara resignation as Secretary of Defense and becoming the 

president of the World Bank? 

C: Yes, I was there during the period. 

F: Tell me about that. Had relations deteriorated? 

C: Yes, they had. I think as it finallv developed it was as much 

McNamara's doing as it ~vas Johnson's 

[phone interruption] 

F: You said that you thought McNamara had as much to do with it as Johnson. 

C: I think McNamara had reached the point in 1967 that he did not want 

to be Secretary of Defense in the situation as it existed. I think 

he felt the war wasn 1 t going the wav he wanted it to. There was a 

growing difference or opinion on things within the administration 

in the inner councils with Rusk and McNamara and the President and 

the Joint Chiefs of Staff. I think McNamara grew more and more 

·mcomfortable in that role. He was tired, obviouslv tired. He 

'"as emotionally wrought uo, and I think he was look in)?; for a chan2e. 

'.1-e wanted something. '!hen he told the President ajouc t'."le 'forid 

lank the President aid not discoura2e him on :ie . ..:;u lC. 

'ave. :ue s s . - Lc c ~z 2 a 

'~ ~ind of ~ent ~=om there. 
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And I think in the final analysis the President actually sort of 

helped speed the thing up to get the change over with and get it 

done. 

There never was any open break between them. As a matter of 

fact, he brought McNamara back from time to time when things were 

really critical, and he talked to McNamara about them. 

F: 	 He continued to value his advice. 

C: 	 He valued his advice. There wasn't any rupture at all on the thing. 

There might have been had he stayed. I don't know. But McNamara 

was ready to go, and I think President Johnson was ready for him 

to go. He really, I think, felt that there ought to be a change in 

the Pentagon, that McNamara was tired. 

And in some ways I really believe that the President was concerned 

about McNamara as much as anything else. The President had a pretty 

close relationship with Rusk, McNamara, and some other people in 

government, and he's not an insensitive man. He could darned sure 

sme 11 when there are or ob lems. I think that it ':vas a combination of 

concern for McNamara. desire :for a change, and the availability of 

the place for McNamara in something where he could continue to 6e of 

tremendous service. ~t just all kind of worked out as things sometimes 

do. It wasn't a case of the ?resident just drop-kicking nim out or 

office. It wasn 1 t a case of McNamara just throwing in the sponge. 

lut it worked to evervooav's advantage. T think thev've all understooa 

it, and I don:t think anyoociy i:.,;as fooling anybody else. ~~!cNamara 

knew ~ood and well that tne cine ~as ri2nt. -.~a 

c; ome t i:::e s 

~tavea ~n =nrougn--0r at :he time I imagine he had fleeting :noughts 
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like anybody else that maybe he wasn't doing the right thing. But 

at the time that it was all developing I know that at that point 

McNamara thought that that was what he ought to do for whatever 

reasons. He wanted to get on out. 

F: 	 You had that emotional farewell. Was that emotion felt on both sides, 

or was this McNamara? 

G: 	 Oh, the President felt it. But McNamara was an emotional man. A 

lot of people have the impression he was just a computer or something, 

but he really wasn't. He was a computer--I mean, he was a fellow-­

F: 	 He had a mind there. 

C: 	 He had a computer mind and a maybe overly human heart, but that 

emotional departure was not the first emotional outburst he had had. 

He had another one I think down at the dedication of the aircraft 

carrier Kennedv. That was a very emotional time. 

Were you there? 

C: 	 Yes. It affected McNamara greatlY. 3ut when a person serves very 

closely with a President--no matter who it is, particularly in a job 

like that--and when he held Kennedv obviously in such affection. 

~as one of Kennedy's closest confidants, that carrier dedication was 

an emotional experience f~Jr the average man. I mean . .c:Jr a man 

Jr avera~e emotions it would have been a verv emotional thin~. 

Leaving the cabinet after seven years--and he even felt an 

lttachment to Johnson t:oo. Certainlv ne didn't have the relationshiD 

~ith Johnson that he had with Kennedv, ~ut he had a close rclationsnio 

,. -- ~ --' ·~­

~- ~­ -- •- . 

:even .. ears. 	 ,ut in tne c:Jntext of ~imes ~c also added 
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a little bit, I think, to the feeling that a lot of people had that 

he was darned bone-weary with what he was doing, and things were 

pressing on him pretty hard, and it was time to get on out of there. 

I can remember a time or two when President Johnson was talking 

about James Forrestal in that same job. He wasn't drawing any great 

parallels, but he had lived through that episode when he was in the 

Congress. Johnson can read men pretty well, and he read that it was 

time for a change there. 

f: Did he ever really consider anybody besides Clark Clifford as far as 

you know? 

C: Yes. He considered several people. I think Clifford was always his 

first choice. Jut, as he sometimes did, I think he dropped in two 

or three other folks to consider just to-­

Give you a few yardsticks to-­

r 
v. Give \'OU a few things to measure oy. .'.'.nd I think ?aul Nitze wanted 

_'\.nd 1 think he gave nim some consideration ~)Ut: decided against 

Jid he and Clifford continue warm relationships desnite the fact: 

chat Clifford took a much more dovish view? 

~o. not as close, I wouldn't think--out nearly so. Jnce Cliff ard was 

accuail~ in nis cabinet and working with him day-ta-day, cheir 

relationsnio chan~ed a little. ~s long as Clifford was an out:side 

man coming in, you know, ne had a slightly different:-­

It makes a difference when \·ou are resnonsio le ior ::iat deoart:::-.ent: c:na 

talking officiall~. 

't:t: =~='-=- ::_::::::crc::-lces :ecame ~-3.cner 'Jronouncea towarc the enc --~ 

:~e aaminist:ration. ~nd that can't help out affect ~our aersonal 
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relations. 

F: By and large, in that sort of situation, did Johnson raise his voice 

when you differed with him, or did he just give you that quiet cold 

treatment? 

C: Sometimes he didn't say anything. You know, in a meeting or something, 

and he tried to get everybody to speak his mind. I never saw him cut 

anybody down, particularly in a large group. He wouldn't embarrass 

someone by just saying, "That's stupid," or something like that. 

F: He wouldn't set out to make me feel small in front of a colleague. 

C: No, he wouldn't do that. In a group of one or two people he might do 

it. He would sometimes be irritated or something in a meeting, when 

you got the impression that he was sore at either somebody or a group 

of people, but it wasn't any table-pounding kind of thing. I never 

saw him do that in my life. 

How deep was his division with Willard Wirtz? 

r 
~. It got pretty deep and then it shallowed up some. 

'.:'. ;fas Wirtz in the McNamara cl.ass of also oeing worn down? 

·=. :fo. I don 1 t think so. ~Virtz knew what he wanted to do. and he wanted 

co do it. Sometimes Johnson didn't agree with what he wanted to do. 

He got miffed at Wirtz 1 s open position against the war. ~irtz went 

out of his wav to make the break. ~ mean. he wanted it clearlv 

known that he was differing on the war, and that's his perfect 

right. I ~ean. I don't question it. jut it did make Johnson unhappy. 

Then when thev did have their confrontation over changing the 

''.anpower JeveloPment pro>:ram. their 'J:Ji'1ts .o: :.'.isac::-eerr:ent .'ere ~aa 

~idn'~ ~o -=· ~i~n't resi~n. ~ater ~n cnev reallv cid reestablish 

 
LBJ Presidential Library 
http://www.lbjlibrary.org

ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT 
Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781]

 
More on LBJ Library oral histories: 

http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

23



24 


their relationship somewhat, although not totally. 

And his relationship with Stuart Udall I think just never did 

bounce back. They had their flap toward the end of the administration. 

F: 	 They didn't have time to patch it up. 

c: 	 They didn't have time to patch it up. But generally speaking he had 

pretty good relationships with most of his cabinet. You can't get 

nine cabinet people had have them all pulling in one direction all 

the time. Johnson hated to have disagreements within his official 

family. He didn't like that. He liked to present the picture of 

unity and that everything was going along smoothly and nicely, and 

sometimes it didn't. And there were feuds between White House staff 

people and cabinet officers which didn't help matter some. 

But the 	age-old trouble in government--and I'm sure Nixon has 

it just about as bad as anybody--is who is next to the throne, who 


is in r:he palace guard. And a i.foite House staff member has a heck or 


a leg up on a cabinet officer in a particular area of responsibilit~. 


Joe Califano was there everv day badgering r:he President on r:he 


domestic programs, cvhereas Bob ~V'eaver and Hillarci Wirtz and OP1ille 


Freeman and others were not: in r:here every dav on him . 


.:.. caoinet: officer has t:o call over :'or an aoooinr:menr: :Jr run i;:i to :1::.::: 


:.n che corridor. 


That's right, and a staff man ger:s to talk to nim all dav long aoouc 


one thing or another. So the scarf man cends co crowd him out. 


Just like Kissinger is looked co i;:isr:ead oi ~ogers ana so ~ore~. 


!here' 3 ~ocninz ~ew i~ :jar:. 


:hat: 3ome or Nixon;s peoole [are :'eelingJ. 
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F: 	 Was there a resentment among the other members of the staff against 

Marvin [Watson] ? 

C: 	 Yes. It was a tough relationship. Marvin had a tough job. Marvin 

had to carry out what the President wanted him to on running the 

White House, and sometimes this stepped on toes. And he carried 

them out to the letter. It was difficult for him to distinguish 

between what the President wanted and what the President might have 

temporarily wanted. 

Was the President was just thinking out loud, or was he actually 

talking? 

C: 	 What are you going to do! When the man says, "Do it. I want to 

see it done. I want you to report back to me in two hours that it 

has been done," Marvin did it. He knows how to follow orders. In 

following them he caused some irritations in the White House. and 

he took the rap for some things that weren 1 t particularly his doing. 

He took it gladly. 

That didn 1 t bother him? 

1~idn t bother him. : guess it bothered him. ~ut he understands the 

chain of authority and he was willing to do it. There was some 

animosity ia the White House among, not just Marvin and someoodv, 

'Jut there ''ere animosities all t'.:-le time goir..g on. ~-1arvin sort: of ;ms 

the lightning rod because he was the man next to the ?resident. ana 

he was the fellow chat was charged with the responsibility of carrvin2 

out the stuff that reallv affected a 2uv 1 s wav of 1oerati~2. .ike 

:--:; --__-i_de -- ,~hi-:2 ·.Juse ·2.:l.r ...Jr all :he little amenities t::at: ~le >..aci 

~ontroi ;Jt. ;:his kind of touched the wronQ; !:"lerve some t:ime. r;uvs 
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didn't like to be told they couldn't get the New York Times or something. 


There's no telling how nruch money Marvin saved by some of his stuff, 


but still--and he wasn't doing it because he wanted to do it. He 


didn't prune some guy off the car list because he wanted to do it 


although he got the blame sometimes and had to shoulder it. He 


ran a very difficult operation. I got sore at him. Everybody did 


at one time or another if he wouldn't do something the way you wanted 


it done but he couldn't always do it the way somebody wanted it done. 


Maybe sometimes he wasn't as tactful as he could have been, although 


some of the stuff there wasn't any way. I think he did a darned good 


job for the President. He took a lot of raps, and he still bears 


bruises from some of the people he worked with. 3ut so do others. 


He's not the only one. 


Is it true that he did control appointments with the President to 


the extent that more liberally minded people could not get in to 


see the President where as the more conservatively minded could? 


I douot that. 


~. You 1 ve 	heard the charge undouotedly. 

·~. 	 Yes, but the President saw a list of everybody that wanted to see 

him, and he picked who he wanted to see. 

:'iut if I couldn't, ~hen I could olame Marvin. 

3ut Marvin could take the rap, and Marvin took the rap. If some 

cabinet officer wanted to see nim and the President didn't want 

to see the cabinet orficer. ~vlarvin would have r::o waKe ~rn some :{cus20 

2t 

;1st ~-.s ,;irr:nie as that. ~he President ran the White House througn 
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Marvin. But on some of the things Marvin got the blame for, he was 

doing nothing but carrying out his job. 

F: Did you have anyone in the White House staff who belonged to that kind 

of professional conniver type that is always trying to get somebody 

out for the sheer pleasure of seeing them go? 

C: Oh no, but there were feuds in there all the time for one reason 

or another. Bob Kintner had his feuds with Moyers--with, I guess, 

Califano too. Usually the trouble started when you had crossed 

authority. 

F: Hhich you often have. 

C: Which you often have, and it wasn't ever clear as to who was supposed 

to be doing what sometimes. The President had a nice habit of giving 

six different people authority to do a certain think like, ''\frite 

me a speech," or "Edit a speech," or something. You never knew who 

else was working on something, and it created problems. Then also 

the strong people in the White House--iw that I mean the people who 

~uilt up their own loyal staffs, who tried to be public officials 

in their own rights rather than just flunkies for the President. 

~ho had ambitions of one kind or another--these guys attracted more 

.1pposition and cuarre ling from other staff memoers cian the c;uys 

~ho just kind of ninded their own ousiness and didn't ~utt in on 

anvbodv else 1 s business. The guys who were out doi:",g things, 

rrranipulating around and everythin2;, naturally were going t:o draw 

::i.ore fire. Sill ~lovers was alwavs the nost c:::mtrc-:'.'ersiai :-ri · ., 

:ell, a lot of the other staff thought that he wantea to be iust: 
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junior president, you know, and wanted to run them or something. 

Well, you know, you'd spend a good bit of time just trying to millify 

around to keep things going. But also he was involved in a lot of 

things. He was interested in a lot of things. He was interested in 

the domestic programs and in foreign policy. So he crossed into 

other people's areas, and he was controversial. Marvin was contro­

versial because he touched everybody's life in the White House. 

Kintner moved in in different areas, had to kind of create his own 

niche when the President brought him in, and when that happened 

he caused some animosity. Califano was a controversial member 

of the White House staff because he always was churning something. 

He was right in the middle of everything except the foreign policy 

thing, and so other staff members kind of looked at him as being--I 

don 1 t know how to describe it, but he was just-­

At times he must have been in a way a nuisance. 

\-le 11, he was one of the smartest guys around, but also a verv 

ambitious fellow. And he was young, so some of the older ones 

resenced him a little. It wasn 1 t bad. 3ut that type of staffer 

--Califano and Moyers--is going to draw more fire than, say, a 

Joug Cater or anv number of others that -:vere t:here--i3arefoot ::':anders. 

~ike Manatos. other folks who would-­

That stick to ousiness. 

Tlrnt try to stick to business. .?rankly, I :::hink I :-anked in chat 

second categorv. I tried to stav ouc or ocher oeonle's ~usiness. 

;-.;as a.n axe ;lave fl.ad some secrec 

~nemies Jr someching. 
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F: Did the President pay any attention to that sort of thing? Did he 

ever give you those old football coach talks about ''1~e 're a team"? 

C: Heck, no. He played people against each other. 

F: He liked to knock a few heads. 

C: Yes. He didn't mind getting people pitted against each other. I 

think he kind of used that as a way of keeping things going sometimes. 

I guess he cared if somebody wouldn't work with somebody else, but 

as long as both of them did their jobs he didn't care if they had 

fist fights or not. 

F: As far as you know was there any tale-bearing by one against another 

to the President? 

C: Oh, yes. 

Did he pay any attention to it? 

~. 

'-'. I guess sometimes he did and sometimes he didn 1 t. =1 m sure he was 

'..Je 11 aware of some of the proo lems. But a lot of those old different 

grudges, here and there. thev 1 re still evident. It Nasn 1 t anv li£';ht 

thing on some of it. 

- · For instance? 

I think Horace Busby, ror example, has still got a lack or friendship 

T wouid sav ~·1ith some oi the folks'.' part:icularly ~vi th _;_Jill I -;;vould guess . 

.".nd Georze Reedy--1 think the same chin£;. '.l:e and '3ill i-1overs were 

at aoout: as cross purposes you could ;et. 

: can't: think of two more unlike people. 

C: ?,eedv wasn 1 t there when l: first came. and Movers -cvas still ::cie;-e. 

·.1ever did see it. ':!ut 2fterwaras 

_:acn :)t:ner -3ome. :hen ~2rv1n ana Movers, : guess t~at: was t~e one 

:'.'lat ';Oing pretty good cvn.en I was there. lo stow never [1ad anv real 
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run-ins with the rest of the staff, although some of them shot holes 

in him, or tried to. 

F: For a big talker he stayed, in a sense, to himself, didn 1 t he? 

C: He minded his own business. That was the key to his success in working 

with the staff. He set up his staff. He and I worked very closely 

on things, but he wasn't always second-guessing what I did or 

something. If I goofed one, he didn't tell me I was an idiot or 

something. He'd try to help and was always available if I needed 

help--that type of staff member--even though a lot of them disagreed 

with things he was doing and griped and everything. 

Still, from a press officer's standpoint to have a guy like 

Rostow running one of the major functions and Califano running another 

was darned helpful, because they were always available to you. Thev 

always wanted to help. There wasn't any throat cutting as far as vou 

':vere--me, really, the only one I can speak for. I didn 1 t seek 

confrontations with them. I sought help from them. And I enjoyed 

working with them. I enjoyed working with Harrv McPherson and the 

legislative oeoole and everybodv. 

I just think in a situation in an area for potential oower struggles 

like that is, :he individual staff memoer ':vho did his dangest: to trv 

to work with the other ~uvs got along pretty ':veil. :Ct's when ::hev 

;ot to knifing at each ocher and talking and telling che President 

:ales and stuff of that nature that thev wound up in feuds. ~nd vet 

2ven when thev were feuding, :hev generallv 'vorkeci ::occ:ecr.er ;:-2r:c:-­

:he York ~oc done. ~ust: jecause Marvin and Jill disagreed. ~avoe 
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even said mean things about each other-­

F: That would have been a good Baptist feud. 

C: When it was taking the President on a trip or something, the decisions 

that were made were decisions to try to make things right for him. 

And there wasn't any disagreement. So it was not the easiest place 

in the world to work, but under the circumstances I think the White 

House staff under Johnson got along darned well. With one or two 

exceptions and one or two brawls that they had, it worked out pretty 

well. 

Did the President pay any attention at all to what you went to 

socially, what you should go to socially? I know primarily with him 

you're supposed to work and not go entertain yourself every evening, 

but did he to some extent say that you ought be at certain things·? 

'::: 2'ro. At different times he encouraged me to entertain the press at 

home or something, but ocher than that, no, he didn't. iie wanted 

his legislative bovs to stay close to the congressmen as much as they 

could, but he didn't tell somebodv to go to an erniJassy or something 

like that. He just expected certain things Rostow would try to do. 

::ir I would, somebody would, just :::o make a showing somewhere. 

Thank vou. George. 
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