
INTERVIEW I

DATE: February  5, 1987

INTERVIEWEE: W. STERLING COLE

INTERVIEWER: Michael L. G i l l e t t e

PLACE: Congressman C o le ' s  r e s i d e n c e ,  A r l i n g t o n ,  V i r g i n i a

Tape 1 o f  1,  Side 1

G: Let  me ask you to  begin by d i s c u s s i n g  with  me th e  t r i p  to  Europe a t  

t h e  c l o s e  of  World War I I .  Germany,  I b e l i e v e ,  had j u s t  s u r re n d e re d  

and the  t r i p  was in May, I t h i n k ,  mid-May, [1945 ] .

C:    Yes.

G:    Can you t e l l  me the  purpose of  th e  t r i p ?

C:    Wel l ,  because o f  th e  s u r r e n d e r  o f  the  Germans and the  t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  

th e  war,  the  immedi a t e  problem was what to  do with  the tremendous mass 

o f  equ ipm en t- -nava l  equipment,  armament t h a t  was s c a t t e r e d  around in 

v a r io u s  s p o t s  in the  wor ld ,  what to do with i t .  Chairman [ C a r l ]

Vinson was very  a b l e ,  ex t remely  a b l e ;  he was t h e  boss o f  t h e  Naval 

A f f a i r s  Committee and we looked to  him f o r  l e a d e r s h i p .  He d i s cu s s ed  

w i th  us t h i s  problem and he s a i d ,  "I  t h in k  t h a t  we should [have th e ]  

subcommittee here  go over to the  bases  and measure t h i s  problem, 

de te rm ine  i t s  s i z e  and p o t e n t i a l  methods f o r  d i s p o s a l  o f  i t . "  So 

t h a t  was the  o b j e c t i v e .  We went t o — I f o r g e t  the  number o f  a l l  the 

p l a c e s — th e  naval bases  p r i n c i p a l l y .  Naples was one t h a t  s tands  ou t  

p r i n c i p a l l y  in my memory.

G:     How was i t  dec ided  who would go? Was i t  j u s t  a subcommittee t h a t  was 

a l r e a d y  s e t  or  d i d .  . . ?
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C: Oh, I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  remember the  d e t a i l s  o f  th e  s e l e c t i o n .  I 

d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  in those  days we had many subcommit tees .  The f u l l  

committee d id  a l l  t h e —problems o f  th e  subcommittee .  So t h i s  would 

be an ad hoc committee t h a t  was appoin ted  by th e  Chairman.  [S pec ia l  

committee t o  s tudy  naval p r o p e r t i e s  in t h e  B r i t i s h  I s l e s ,  Europe and 

North A f r i c a ]

G:     So you began a t  Bermuda, is  t h a t  r i g h t ?  Bermuda was th e  f i r s t  le g  of  

the  t r i p ?

C:     Yes.

G:     And then th e  Azores?

C: The Azores .  I wish I had t h a t  book with  me, I could r e f e r  to  t h a t  

[ i n a u d i b l e ] .  You've got  i t  t h e r e  and you can t e l l  me what i t  i s .

[F.  Edward H e b e r t ' s  book, I Went, I Saw, I Heard]

G:     You met Admiral [H aro ld]  S t a r k ,  I u n d e r s t a n d ,  a t —

C:     Yes,  [ I n a u d i b l e ]  S t a r k .

G:     At London.

C:     He was over t h e r e  a t  London, y e s .

G:    Any im press ions  o f  London while  you were?

C:    Oh, t h e r e  must have been ,  but  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  them now.

G:    Yes. 

C:    Oh, y e s ,  London was p r e t t y  much d e v a s t a t e d  with the  bombing. When was 

t h i s - 1 9 4 5 ?

G:     Yes.

C:     Yes, the  bombing. . . .
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G:  And then you went from t h e r e  to  P a r i s  and s tay ed  a t  th e  Hotel  R a fa e l ,  

had a t o u r  of  the  c i t y .

C:  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I d o n ' t  have a copy of  the  program of  the  i t i n e r a r y  

in f r o n t  of  me and—

G:     Would you [ l i k e  to  see t h i s ] ?

C:     No, no. My eyes a re  bad,  [ i n a u d i b l e ] .

G:     Wel l ,  in P a r i s  I s ee  t h a t  you met with  General  Eisenhower and 

[ L i e u t e n a n t  G enera l ]  Lucius Clay .

C:     Yes, out  a t  the  l i t t l e  s choo lhouse .

G:     Can you d e s c r i b e  t h a t  meet ing? Can you r e c a l l ?

C:  Noth ing ,  no th ing  in p a r t i c u l a r  excep t  t h a t  our a t t e n t i o n  was c a l l e d  to  

th e  f a c t  t h a t - - I ' m  su re  y o u 'v e  heard  o f  t h i s  b e f o r e —t h a t  meet ing was 

a t t e n d e d  by two f u t u r e  p r e s i d e n t s  o f  the  United  S t a t e s .  I 'm su re  t h a t  

y o u 'v e  heard t h a t  t a l e  which I h a d n ' t  r e a l i z e d  u n t i l ,  I d o n ' t  know who 

i t  was,  Hebert  I guess i t  was t h a t  brought  t h a t  to  our a t t e n t i o n .  

Lyndon and General  Eisenhower.

I t ' s  always r e f e r r e d  to  as "The L i t t l e  Red S choolhouse ."

G:     I s  t h a t  r i g h t ?

C:     And always immedi a t e l y  comes to  my mind a p i c t u r e  o f  a l i t t l e  red 

schoolhouse  b u t ,  o f  co u r s e ,  i t  w a s n ' t .  I t  was a t remendous big  

bombed-out o f f i c e  b u i l d i n g ,  g r o s s l y  mis taken  as a l i t t l e  red s c h o o l -

house.

G:     Did Eisenhower have any th o u g h t s  on t h e .  . . ?

C:     Oh, o f  course  he d id  but  I d o n ' t  remember them.

G:     Anything on the r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  LBJ and Eisenhower du r ing  t h i s  t ime?
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C:  So f a r  as  I r e c a l l .  I 'm su re  i t  was not f o r c i b l y  e v i d e n t  excep t  t h a t  

i t  was the  f i n e s t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between Eisenhower and Lyndon as one 

would expec t  t h a t  i t  would be.   Lyndon was a f r i e n d  o f  everybody.

G:     I have a no te  t h a t  you met with  Paul P o r t e r ,  FCC chai rman.

C:     Paul P o r t e r  was a g r e a t  f r i e n d  o f  Lyndon 's ,  I g u e s s ,  bu t  not  of  mine.

I d i d n ' t  know him excep t  he had some big  government j o b .  I d o n ' t  know 

what i t  was.  I d o n ' t  remember.

G:     FCC, I t h i n k .

C:     I s  t h a t  r i g h t ?

G:    And t h a t  you went to  the  F o l i e s - B e r g e r e  t h a t  n i g h t .

C:    Wel l ,  d o n ' t  expec t  anybody to  go t o  P a r i s  w i th o u t  going t h e r e .  I f  not  

t h e  f i r s t  n i g h t ,  w e l l ,  a t  l e a s t  the  second n ig h t  w h i le  y o u ' r e  t h e r e .

G:    Any im pres s ions  o f  t h a t ?   Any r e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  the  group?

C:    Yes.  Nothing in p a r t i c u l a r  except  t h a t  one would expec t  th e  dancing  

g i r l s  p r e t t y  much s t a r k ,  bu t  not o f f e n s i v e .  I t  was q u i t e  a d i s p l a y  of  

f e m i n i n i t y —danc ing  and jokes  and so f o r t h .  The p a r t  of  i t  t h a t  I 

r e c o l l e c t  w ith  th e  most a s s u r a n c e  i s  being s e a te d  in t h e  f r o n t  row in 

an o v e r s t u f f e d  l e a t h e r  a rm c ha i r .   So t h e r e  we were with  t h e s e  choice  

s e a t s  w ith  comfor t  and l o c a t i o n .
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C:     No.

G:  Then I have a note  t h a t  the  fo l l o w i n g  day,  Sunday,  you met with  the  
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C:     I remember t h e  occas ion  but  t h a t ' s  a l l .  L a t e r  on we saw C af fe ry  a t  

a n o th e r  pos t  where he was ambassador--was t h a t .  . . ?

G:    Then on Tuesday you f lew to  Germany, to  Bremen, and v i s i t e d  a sub-

marine y a r d .  Do you remember t h a t ?

C:     No.

G:    Any f i r s t  im press ions  o f  Germany when you were t h e r e ?

C:    Oh, y e s .  Ruins,  complete r u i n s .  The people  along the  s t r e e t —b o n e s , 

sk in  and bones .  Very few people o u td o o r s ,  s t a g g e r i n g  out  dazed.  But 

e v e r y t h i n g  was in r u i n s .  Rubble everywhere.  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  any one 

c i t y  was more damaged than [ a n o t h e r ] ,  o u t s t a n d i n g  in th e  damage, not  

in my r e c o l l e c t i o n .  They were a l l  p r e t t y  well  l e v e l l e d  to  t h e  ground.

G:     Is  t h a t  r i g h t ?

C:     Yes. From my memory a t  t h i s  s t a g e ,  [ a lm o s t ]  fif t y  y e a r s  l a t e r .   My 

memory has not  been r e f r e s h e d  by any th ing  in p a r t i c u l a r  excep t  f o r —

G:     Did i t  have a profound e f f e c t  on your group ,  do you t h i n k ,  s ee in g  t h i s  

kind o f  w h o le s a le  d e v a s t a t i o n ?  

C:  Of course  i t  d id .  Which brought f u r t h e r  q u e s t i o n ,  "What was the  next  

th i n g ?  How to  deal  with  t h i s  d e v a s t a t i o n . "  That  was th e  b a s i s  f o r  

e v e n t u a l l y  the  Marshall  P lan .  Our t r i p  led in to  the  Marshall  P lan .  

Although i n i t i a l l y  i t  was to  de te rmine  what t o  do with  t h e  naval  

armament,  how to  d i sp o se  o f  i t ,  i t  was a l s o  to  obse rve  th e  e x t e n t  o f  

th e  damage and what course  o f  a c t i o n  our government should ta k e  t o  

dea l  with  t h i s  t remendous vacuum of  government.

G:     Did you make r e c o mm e n d a t io n s ?

C:    W el l ,  with  r e s p e c t  to d i s p o s a l  of  the  armament, y e s .
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G:      But in terms o f  th e  d e v a s t a t i o n ?

C:      The Marshal l  P lan .   No.  I d o n ' t  have the  r e p o r t .  The r e p o r t  must 

 speak f o r  i t s e l f .  I d o n ' t  know whether t h e r e  i s  a copy.   I doubt  i f  

 t h e r e  is  one a v a i l a b l e .  Have you found or seen a copy o f  th e  r e p o r t ?

G:      Yes, I d id  see one.

Now, then I un d e r s tan d  you went to  M a r s e i l l e s .

C:      Yes, I d o n ' t  t h in k  we were t h e r e  more than a day or  two a t  t h e  most .  

 My r e c o l l e c t i o n  a t  t h i s  very  l a t e  d a t e  w i thou t  having reviewed any 

 memoranda i s  t h a t  i t  was badly  d e v a s t a t e d .  Being a p o r t  c i t y ,  you 

 would expec t  i t  would be.

G:      Then Naples a f t e r  t h a t .

C:      Naples was not so damaged, as I r e c a l l .  T h a t ' s  not  very  c l e a r ,  no t  

 even a f a i n t  im press ion  o f  bombing, bombed b u i l d i n g s .  But a n  e x p l an- 

 a t i o n  fo r  t h a t  is  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .

G:      From t h e r e  you went to  Rome and had a s i g h t s e e i n g  t o u r  o f  Rome.

C:      Oh, I d o n ' t  have any r e c o l l e c t i o n .

G:      Nothing s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  you r e c a l l .

C:      Except to  v i s i t  with  the  Pope which I ' v e  to l d  you the  o u t s t a n d i n g  

 i n c i d e n t .

G:     The i n c i d e n t  you r e f e r  to  is d e s c r i b i n g  the g r o u p ' s  dilemma wondering 

whether  to  shake hands or  k i s s  the  papal r in g  and th e  problem was 

so lved  when the  Pope p re s e n te d  both hands .  Is  t h a t — ?

C:      No, no,  no. You missed th e  whole damn th i n g .

G:      I 'm s o r r y .  Would y o u - -?
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C:     Wel l ,  I dem ons t ra ted  t o  you.  I had th ough t  t h a t  th e  papal r i n g  would 

    be on the  l e f t  hand.

G:         I u n d e r s t a n d .  I t  was on t h i s  hand.

C:         What am I going  to  do i f  he puts  o u t - - t h e r e ' s  the  r i n g ,  t h e r e ' s  my 

    hand. I f  I want to  shake i t ,  am I going to  push i t  a s id e ?

G:         But t h e  r in g  was on th e  o th e r  hand.

C:        Th is  i s  the  hand he put  out  and the  r in g  was over he re .

G:        I s e e .  I 'm glad you c l a r i f i e d  t h a t .  

C:    Well ,  i t  was no problem. We were a l l  very  impressed with  th e  Pope 's  

   r em arks .  I wish I could r e c a l l  Pope Pius XI [ X I I ? ] , I t h i n k  i t  was,  

   b u t  he has ano the r  name. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  [Edward] H e b e r t—y e s ,  he did  

   mention i t  in h i s  book.

G:        Any p a r t i c u l a r  memories o f  Lyndon Johnson on t h i s  phase o f  the  t r i p ?

C:        Wel l ,  I ' v e  been t r y i n g  to  th ink  o f  such t h i n g s  and a c t u a l l y  the  only 

   t h i n g  t h a t  comes to  my mind was some d in n e r  meet ing with  some high 

   o f f i c i a l .  J u s t  where i t  was l o c a t e d ,  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l ,  b u t  I was not  

   the  rank ing  man. H e l l ,  y e s ,  I was, to o .  I t h i n k  I was the  s e n io r  

   Republ ican  over t h e r e .   Anyway, Lyndon sa id  to  me b e fo re  t h a t  mee ting ,  

  " S tubbs ,  now I want you to  s i t  on the  r i g h t  s id e  o f  Ambassador,  

   whoever i t  i s ,  because  you are  the  b r i g h t e s t  guy o f  any one o f  us and 

   I want you to  ask him the  to u g h e s t  q u e s t i o n s  you can t h i n k  o f . "   Who 

   i t  was, I d o n ' t  know. But I remember I was q u i t e  nonplused to  have 

   t h a t  thrown a t  me. I d o n ' t  remember how well  I succeeded .  F i f t y  

   y e a r s  l a t e r  i t  d o e s n ' t  make a damn b i t  o f  d i f f e r e n c e .  But t h a t  was
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h is  bent  of  s ha r ing  the  s p o t l i g h t  with o th e r  members of  the  commit tee .  

He was a v e r y ,  v e r y  good chairman of t h a t  subcommittee.

G:    Then you f lew  to  Palermo and then to  North A f r i c a .

C:    I d o n ' t  t h in k  th e  Palermo v i s i t  was more than  one n i g h t .  I t  was a 

p r e t t y  d i r t y ,  d i s m a l ,  p r e t t y  much t y p i c a l  I t a l i a n  c i t y .  The d i r t  was 

not  e n t i r e l y  due t o  war ,  i t  was j u s t  n a t u ra l  from the  use of  i t .  Then 

we went a c ro s s  to  some p la ce  in A f r i c a , I d o n ' t  know what i t  was. 

B i z e r t e ?

G:     B i z e r t e .  Yes, you d id  go to  B i z e r t e  and Oran in North A f r i c a .

C:   Oran. I d o n ' t  know why we went t o  Oran,  excep t  t h a t  was a b ig  naval 

 b a s e .  In Oran I t h i n k  was th e  b ig  cemetery .  F a in t  r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  

 s e e in g  the  b ig  cemetery t h e r e .

G:      You u l t i m a t e l y  drove  to  C asab lanca .   Any r e c o l l e c t i o n s  here?

C:       No.

G:       And then back to  F rance .

C:       Back to  th e  Fo l i e s - B e r g e r e  p ro b a b ly .

G:       Did you make two t r i p s  t h e r e ,  do you t h i n k ,  to  th e  F o l i e s ?

C:       Well ,  as you s a i d ,  I went back t o  F rance .  Seems l i k e  t h e r e  was

   a n o th e r  source  o f  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  s i m i l a r  to  B ergere .  I was in France 

   s e v e r a l  t im es ,  bu t  t h i s  t ime I d o n ' t  know t h a t  we went t o  o th e r  than 

   t h e  F o l l i e s .

G:        Okay, then on Monday you went to  Munich and v i s i t e d  Dachau.

C:        G en e ra l—he was th e  head o f  t h e  150th Army [ i n a u d i b l e ] .   Does i t  show 

          t h e r e ?

G:         Not in my o u t l i n e ,  no.   Head of  th e  150th?
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C:     Army, y e s .  I should  be ab le  to  speak h is  name. He was a young

f e l l o w .  We were a t  h i s  q u a r t e r s .  Oh, y e s ,  we were t o l d  when we went 

t o  t h i s  G e n e r a l ' s  fo r  lunch t h a t  we should be very c a r e f u l  and not  t r y  

t o  abscond w i th  any o f  th e  s i l v e r w a r e  because a p rev io u s  congressman 

had v i s i t e d  F r e d e r i c k s — F r e d e r i c k s ? — and when he l e f t  they  d i s co v e re d  

t h i s  congressman had smuggled away a boodle o f  th e  supper  t a b l e w a r e .

G:     T h a t ' s  amazing. (Laughter)

C:     So we were a l e r t e d  not  to  t r y  to  do i t .  The consequence was t h a t  when 

we s a t  down to  th e  t a b l e —b e a u t i f u l , engraved s i l v e r w a r e —a f t e r  we had 

f i n i s h e d ,  the  soup spoon,  j u s t  a s i l v e r  spoon,  was taken  as well as 

t h e  bowl.  So when the  d in n e r  was o v e r ,  t h e r e  was no th ing  l e f t  t o  

s t e a l  anyway. They w e r e n ' t  going  to  a l low te m p ta t io n  to  expose us to  

th e  same t h i n g  t h a t  our p r e d e c e s s o r  had done.  I used to  know th e  

man, th e  congressman.  I d o n ' t  know him now, d o n ' t  have any r e c o l l e c -

t i o n .

F r e d e r i c k s ,  I 'm s u re  i t  was General F r e d e r i c k s .

G:     General  F r e d e r i c k s .

What do you remember about  v i s i t i n g  Munich?

C:  Nothing e x c e p t ,  oh,  y e s ,  I t h in k  i t  was t h i s  t r i p ,  t h e  au tobahns  were 

s t a g g e r i n g ,  amazing au tobahns .  These f a s t  f o u r - l a n e — two s t r i p s  o f  

highway each f o u r - l a n e d  b r in g in g  up [ i n a u d i b l e ] .  They were used by 

t h e  Germans fo r  landing  f i e l d s  in the  war ,  bu t  they  were bombed out  

badly  so they  were not  u s a b le  f o r  highway pu rp o ses .  I t h i n k  i t  was 

t h a t  t r i p  t h a t  we went to  B e rc h te s g a d e n , d i d n ' t  we?

G:    Yes.
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C:     To H i t l e r ' s  h i d e o u t ,  way up [ i n a u d i b l e ] .  I th ink  we went t h e r e  from 

 Munich.

G:     And you went to  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  camp a t  Dachau.

C:     Dachau,  y e s .  Awful ,  awfu l .  As I r e c a l l  —

( I n t e r r u p t i o n )

C:     My f a i n t  im press ion  of  i t  i s  i t  was surrounded by high  wire  fence  a l l  

t h e  way around where you e n t e r e d .   And, of  c o u r s e ,  a l l  I remember i s  

go ing  to the old b a r r a c k s .  Yes, o th e r  t h i n g s .  What do you c a l l  them? 

Bunks, fo u r  persons  h igh .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  us going around in back.  I 

r e c a l l  they  r e f e r r e d  to  the  a i s l e  in between the bunks where we went 

down, looked from r i g h t  to  l e f t ,  i t  was very  narrow and we could see 

th e  p e r s o n ,  haggard ,  sk in  and bones ,  bu lg ing  eyes looking out  a t  us 

from th e - - w h a t  were they  c a l l e d ?   Not bunks.  What were they  c a l l e d ?  

The word fo r  high  leve l  beds .  You should know i t .  Barracks  a f t e r  

b a r r a c k s  were j u s t  f i l l e d  with  th e s e  s t a r v i n g  human b e i n g s .  Then I 

r e c a l l  the  o u t s i d e  o f  the  b a r r a c k s  where t h e r e  was a d i t c h  a hundred 

f e e t  or  so long ,  v a s t  s lo p in g  d i t c h  up to  a bank on th e  f a r t h e r  s i d e .  

That  was t h e  p la c e  t h a t  th e  p r i s o n e r s  were r e q u i r e d  to go down to  the  

bottom o f  t h e  d i t c h  and they were b l i n d f o ld e d  and they  were shot  from 

th e  back o f  the  head and t h e r e  they  tumbled over .

Also we went in to  th e  gas chambers which were a room about the  

s i z e  o f  t h i s  room, twenty by t h i r t y  f e e t  rough ly .  W a l l s ,  w hi te  p l a s -

t e r e d  w a l l s ,  no ev idence  o f  any hardware ,  any plumbing o f  any s o r t  

excep t  t h e r e  were p la c e s  where obv io u s ly  gas came in t o  th e  room. I 

d o n ' t  have any c l e a r  r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  i t  because i t  was not very
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s t r i k i n g l y  v i s i b l e .  I t  d i d n ' t  need to  be ,  j u s t  a small pipe  because 

t h e r e  would be more than  s e v e ra l  o f  them around.  I t h i n k ,  as I 

r e c a l l ,  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  were t o l d  t h a t  they were going in t h e r e  f o r  a 

m ee t ings  or  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  some k ind .  A f te r  they  go t  i n ,  th e  doors 

were c lo sed  behind them and then the  gas was tu rn ed  on.

Then the f u r n a c e s ,  oh,  y e s ,  t h a t  had to  be in connec t ion  with  the  

gas chambers.  Yes, in deed ,  my memory i s n ' t  too  bad.  A d ja c e n t ,  c l o s e  

by to  th e s e  gas chambers,  were t h e s e ,  I t h i n k ,  rows o f  fo u r  fu rn a c e s  

w i th  open doors where the  body would be put  onto  an iron  t r o l l e y  and 

pushed in to  the  oven and i n c a r c e r a t e d .  That  i s n ' t  t h e  word. What is 

t h e  word you use when your  body i s - -

G:     Cremated.

C:     Cremated,  t h a t ' s  th e  word. Cremated.  We d i d n ' t  see any of  t h a t .

None o f  t h i s  was done when we were t h e r e .  That  was j u s t  t h e  a f t e r - 

math ,  th e  r e l i c s  o f  i t .  I never w i l l  f o r g e t  t h e  most s t r i k i n g  t h i n g  

was th e  e x p re s s io n  on the f aces  o f  th e se  p r i s o n e r s  who were unable  to 

g e t  out  on t h e i r  f e e t .

G:    Wel l ,  they  were being cared f o r ,  I assume.

C:    Wel l ,  they  had a p la ce  to l i e  f l a t ,  but they  w e r e n ' t  g e t t i n g  much feed 

judg ing  by the  gaunt  bones and sk in  and bones t h a t  they  had. I d o n ' t  

remember about the food a s p e c t  and how they  were f e d .  We were j u s t  

led th rough and we d i d n ' t  dwell too  long on t h a t  a s p e c t  o f  our v i s i t .

G:  One q u e s t i o n  I had about t h i s  a spec t  of  i t .  The photographs  a t  Munich 

and Dachau d o n ' t  show Lyndon Johnson and Don Cook and I 'm wondering i f  

th e y  d id  not go on t h i s  leg o f  the t r i p .
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C:     W el l ,  t h e r e  a re  many photographs  where I w a s n ' t  shown, b u t  I was th e r e ,  

I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e i r  absence from the  pho tographs  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  they  

d i d n ' t  go.  I d o n ' t  t h in k  t h a t  i s  a p roper  c o n c l u s i o n .

G:     Do you have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  of  him a c t u a l l y  being a t  Dachau?

C:     No.  Nor t o  any o t h e r  p l a c e .  But I 'm f a i r l y  c o n f id e n t  t h a t  he was 

t h e r e .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  o f  any in s t a n c e  when he w a s n ' t .

G:    Any c o n c lu s io n s  on how t h i s  s i g h t  o f  th e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  camps impressed 

t h e  group?

C:     Wel l ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  we were a l l —t h a t ' s  a h e l l  o f  a q u e s t i o n -- h o r r i f i e d  

t o  t h i n k  t h i s  b r u t a l  s o r t  o f  a c t i v i t y  could be conducted by human 

b e i n g s .  I t  was a t r o c i o u s .

I remember making the  o b se rv a t io n  to  my c o l l e a g u e s ,  which I 

s h o u l d n ' t  r e p e a t ,  t h a t  i f  anything could be s a id  o f  th e  Germans, th e  

f a c i l i t y ,  e f f i c i e n c y  of  the  Germans in d e a l in g  with  problems was the  

way they  got  r i d  o f  th e  bodies of  the  peop le  they had k i l l e d .  The 

f u r n a c e s ,  gas chambers and fu rnaces  and so f o r t h .  That  was a big  

prob lem, how to  deal  with  p r i s o n e r s :  j u s t  k i l l  them.

I d i d n ' t  f i n i s h — have you f i n i s h e d  Berch tesgaden?

G:     No. You went from t h e r e  t o  B erch tesgaden—H i t l e r ' s  h i d e o u t .  Do you 

have some r e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  t h a t ?

C:     Oh, o f  i t ,  y e s .   I t  was a r a t h e r —you have to  p i c t u r e  the  l o c a t i o n  a t  

th e  top  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  mountain near  Sa lzburg  in A u s t r i a .   But t h i s  

[ i n a u d i b l e ] .   What was t h a t  name? [ E a g l e ' s  N es t? ]  The name of  h is  

h i d e o u t — i t  was a c t u a l l y  in Germany. There was a t w o - s to r y  c in d e r  

b lock  type  o f  house with  a l a r g e ,  s i x  by ten  f e e t  p i c t u r e  window where
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you could  s tand  and look out  down over  t h e  v a l l e y  o f  Germany. Of 

      c o u r s e ,  when we were t h e r e  the  window g l a s s  was a l l  blown out of i t  

      and damaged. The whole house was p r e t t y  much a shambles ,  bu t  my b e s t  

      r e c o l l e c t i o n  is from t h i s  house i t  was connected to  a passageway which 

      went down i n t o  the  m oun ta in s ide .  I remember going q u i t e  a ways down, 

      and down in the  m oun ta ins ide  t h e r e  was a l a y o u t  of  a h o s p i t a l  and a 

      l i b r a r y  and a s o c i a l  room, d in ing  room—a f u l l  complex where the  

      peop le  who were up t h e r e  i f  t h e r e  was an a t t a c k  or bombing could go 

      down u n d e rn ea th .  Of co u r s e ,  down t h e r e  was s to r e d  an enormous quan- 

      t i t y  of  p a i n t i n g s ,  v a l u a b le  p a i n t i n g s  t h a t  [ Jo se ph ]  Goebbels—was he 

      t h e  ai rman? Goebbels .  No, he was t h e  propaganda  man. G e n e ra l—the  

      a i r  f o r c e  genera l  of  th e  army. He was the  man t h a t  s t o l e  most of  the 

     p a i n t i n g s  in t h e  Louvre and a l l  a r t  and they  were s to r e d  down t h e r e .  

     Down t h e r e  i s  where,  ah,  y e s —t h e r e  were books a l l  over the  p l a c e — I 

     remember p ic k in g  up a book with  a H i t l e r  au tog raph  t o  Eva Braun.

    G:     R ea l ly?

    C:     I d o n ' t  know what became of  t h a t .  I know i t  was a t r e a s u r e ,  I should 

    have— I d o n ' t  know where i t  went t o .  They had a l o t  o f  books.  I 

    d o n ' t  know whether they  read them or n o t .

Do your  no tes  t e l l  about  t h i s  h o s p i t a l  a s p e c t  of  i t ?

    G:     No, I d i d n ' t  know any th ing  about  t h a t .  And I assume t h a t  t h a t  a rea  

    was occupied  by American t ro o p s ?

    C:   Oh, i t  must be a f a i r  assumption because  i t  was damaged so badly  from 

    d e l i b e r a t e  i n t e r n a l  damage, as b reak ing  th e  p l a t e  g l a s s  window. That  

    w a s n ' t  a war except  as the  in vaders  came in and damaged i t .  I t h i n k
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t h a t  t h e  American t r o o p s  d id  i t .  Down t h e r e  where they  l i v e d ,  in 

t h e i r  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s ,  where the  books and so f o r t h  [w e r e ] ,  t h a t  was 

s trewn a l l  over  th e  f l o o r .  That  was th e  c a p t o r s ,  Americans I hope.

G:     From t h e r e  you went back to  P a r i s  and then  to  London. Then S c o t l a n d .

C:     I s n ' t  t h e r e  a man—who was th e  American ambassador t o  London? C a f fe ry  

was t h e  f i r s t  t im e .  There was an o th e r  t ime of  v i s i t i n g  London 

when th e  American ambassador and I had a very  good r a p p o r t .  He was 

t h e  former governor  of  New Hampshire.  I d o n ' t  know why t h a t  man comes 

t o  my mind except  t h e r e  does come t o  my mind th e  f a c t  t h a t  when 

C h u rc h i l l  was in Washington he made a speech a t  a j o i n t  s e s s io n  of  the 

Congress which was held  in t h e  S ena te  Chamber because t h e  House 

Chamber a t  t h a t  t ime was undergoing some r e p a i r s .  The person  in 

charge  was a [House member] from Maryland;  h i s  name was [Wil l iam]

Cole ,  a very prominent  Mary lander .  The Cole House in Maryland 

U n i v e r s i t y  was named a f t e r  him. I go t  an au tographed  p i c t u r e  of  

C h u rc h i l l  while  I was on an o th e r  t r i p .  This  t r i p  we d id  not  see 

C h u rc h i l l  so what I was about  t o  t e l l  you had noth ing  t o  do w i th  t h i s  

t r i p .  At a l a t e r  t ime I saw C h u r c h i l l .

G:    Then you f lew back to  Washington and f i l e d  a r e p o r t .

C:  Yes. I t  is too bad t h a t  [Donald] Cook i s  not l i v i n g  because he had a 

good f i n e  mind and I 'm s u re  a good memory. What caused h i s  dea th?  I 

know he had—did  he have a h e a r t  c o n d i t i o n  or  something? 

G:     I t h i n k  i t  was a h e a r t  a t t a c k .

Did Lyndon Johnson ever  t a l k  to  you about  t h i s  t r i p ?  Did he ever 

r e m in i s c e  about  th e  t r i p  w i th  you in l a t e r  y e a r s ,  subsequen t  y e a r s ?
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C:     No, excep t  t h a t  I should  r e p o r t  t h a t  I do r e c a l l  the  day or so be fo re  

we went on t h i s  t r i p  he had i n v i t e d  to  h is  house— i t  was r i g h t  soon 

a f t e r  Lady Bird gave b i r t h  to  the  e l d e s t  d a u g h t e r - - i n v i t e d  Ramsey and 

th e  boy who wrote  the  book—

G:     Eddie  H eber t .

C:  Eddie H eber t .  Johnson had a l l  o f  us and [Wil l i am]  Hess out to  h is  

house f o r  a g e t  a cqua in te d  because he had not  been on Naval A f f a i r s  

Committee f o r  a long t im e ,  so he d i d n ' t  know us very w e l l .  I d o n ' t  

know-- h o w  long had he been on th e  committee?

G:     He came on in 1937.  He was e l e c t e d  in t h e  middle of  1937.

C:     Maybe t e n  y e a r s ,  w e ' l l  say .  But i t  was t o  g e t  a cq u a in te d  with  t h e  

s t a f f  as well a s —and the  Don Cook a s p e c t .   Lyndon was very impressed 

wi th  Don Cook's  job  t h a t  he had done on some o t h e r  commit tee— I d o n ' t  

r e c a l l  what i t  was— and so i n s i s t e d  on Cook going along as our r a p - 

p o r t e u r .  I remember I w a s n ' t  too happy w i th  t h a t  a r rangem ent .  I 

d o n ' t  know why now in r e t r o s p e c t  because he was a good man. I d i d n ' t  

have any th ing  a g a i n s t  him.  He must have o f fended me in some f a s h i o n ,

I d o n ’t  know.

G:     Any co n c lu s io n s  on what kind of  impact t h i s  t r i p  had on Lyndon Johnson 

in h i s  subsequen t  c a r e e r ?

C:     No, because you see i t  was f a i r l y  soon a f t e r  t h a t  t r i p  t h a t  he went to  

t h e  S e n a t e .

G:     1948.

C:     1948? So I never saw him again a f t e r  t h a t .  R are ly .  I ' d  see him 

in th e  hal lways  of  t h e  C ap i to l  and say h e l l o  but  our pa ths  never

 
LBJ Presidential Library 
http://www.lbjlibrary.org

ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT 
Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781]

 
More on LBJ Library oral histories: 

http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

15



c r o s s e d ,  very  r a r e l y  c ro s s e d .  So t h e r e  w a s n ' t  any o p p o r tu n i ty  to  s i t  

down and v i s i t .

G:     Let me ask you to  d e s c r i b e  what the  Naval A f f a i r s  Committee was l i k e  

under  Chairman Vinson? Under Carl Vinson?

C:     I c a n ' t  f in d  one word t h a t  could d e s c r i b e  i t  excep t  t h a t  i t  was an 

ex t rem ely  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  [ g r o u p ] ,  composed o f  very c o n s c i e n t i o u s  mem- 

b e r s .  We were a l l  g r e a t l y  impressed with  t h e  t a l e n t  of  th e  w i tn e s s e s  

coming be fo re  t h a t  committee from the  navy. They were damn s m a r t ,  

shrewd guys ,  a l l  o f  them. I mean I f e e l  su re  t h a t  my a d m ira t io n  fo r  

t h e  w i tn e s s e s  was shared  by a l l  t h e  o t h e r  members. The r e s u l t  being 

t h a t  Chairman Vinson had a - -h e  d i d n ' t  need to  s e l l  us on the  p ro p o s a l s  

t h a t  were l e g i s l a t i o n  b e fo re  us because th e  w i t n e s s e s  d id  t h a t .  His 

job  was j u s t  to guide the  procedures  o f  g e t t i n g  i t  approved   by the  

committee and b e fo re  th e  Congress and p as sed .

But he had very  l i t t l e  o p p o s i t i o n  v e ry ,  ve ry r a r e l y  a n d - - d i d  he 

have o p p o s i t i o n ?  I r e c a l l  i t  comes to  my mind one case  but  t h i s  was 

a f t e r  th e  committee was o rgan ized  with the  Armed S e r v i c e s ,  became 

Armed S e r v i c e s .  I voted  a g a i n s t  e x t e n s io n  o f  th e  d r a f t  and t h a t  i r k s  

me and makes me f u r i o u s  when I read  in the  paper  t h a t  s o - a n d - s o  voted 

a g a i n s t  e x t e n s i o n  o f  the  d r a f t .  I f o r g e t  th e  y e a r .  There never  was a 

vo te  a g a i n s t  ex tend ing  the  d r a f t .  There never was a vote  in Congress 

o f  whether  to  ex tend th e  d r a f t  or  n o t .  You remember t h i s ,  and i f  you 

ever see t h a t ,  you j u s t  t e a r  th e  damn paper up. The vote  was on 

whether  th e  pe r io d  of  s e r v i c e  of  th o s e  who were induc ted  should  be 

t h r e e  y e a r s  or  two y e a r s .  The vo te  was on the  t ime o f  s e r v i c e  in the
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d r a f t ,  i t  was not  th e  e x t e n s i o n .  I t  never was t h a t .  Gross ly  

m i s l e a d in g  to the  peop le  who v o te d .  I voted — I d o n ' t  remember how I 

vo te d .  I d o n ' t  remember. I t h in k  I would have voted to  reduce  the  

p e r io d  from t h r e e  to  two y e a r s  because  we d i d n ' t  have any p la c e  fo r  

t h o s e  men t h a t  we were b r in g i n g  in a t  t h a t  t im e .  We d i d n ' t  need them 

fo r  two y e a r s .  We d i d n ' t  have any guns to  d r i l l  them w i th .  So I 

guess  I must have r a t i o n a l i z e d  t h i s ,  t h a t  two y e a r s  was enough a t  t h a t  

t i m e .  But i t  never was whether  we would extend the  d r a f t .

G:    T h a t ' s  an im por tan t  c l a r i f i c a t i o n .

C:    You b e t  i t  i s .  I 'm ex t re mely  d i s a p p o i n t e d  t h a t  none of  the  knowl- 

edgeab le  people have r a i s e d  a vo ice  o f  p r o t e s t .  Of course the  answer 

i s  t h e r e  a re  not  many o f  them l i v i n g .  Only one or two.

G:     Yes. Another i s s u e  a t  the  t ime invo lved  the  f o r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  Guam.

C:     I d o n ' t  r e c a l l .  I r a t h e r  th in k  I would have voted a g a i n s t  f o r t i f i c a -

t i o n  o f  Guam.

G:     Any r e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  t h i s  i s s u e  and.  . . ?

C:     R ight  a t  th e  moment I c a n ' t  t h in k  o f  any reason why I would have 

voted a g a i n s t  f o r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  Guam. I wonder what d a t e — does t h a t  

occur  to  you when t h a t  was?

G:     L e t ' s  s e e .  I t h i n k  i t  was 1938. Is t h a t .  . . ?

C:     1938? 1948 maybe. We d i d n ' t  own Guam. [U.S.  acqu i red  from Spain 

in 1898] 

G:     1939 I b e l i e v e  i t  was.

C:     D i d n ' t  we g e t  Guam from the Japanese?  [U.S.  p o s s e s s io n  u n t i l  12-7-41 

and r e t a k e n  from Japan  7-44]
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G:     Any i n s i g h t s  on th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between Carl Vinson and Lyndon 

Johnson?

C:     Oh, they  were b e s t .

G:     Were they? They'd be c lo se?

C:     Yes.

G:     We've always heard s t o r i e s  t h a t  Vinson ru led  t h a t  committee with an 

i ron  hand.  Very powerful cha irman .

C:     Oh, he d i d .  I t hough t  I e x p la in ed  to you why i t  was p o s s i b l e  f o r  the 

committee to l e t  them be r u l e d  is  because  they were convinced o f  the  

j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  the  n a v y ' s  p o s i t i o n  j u s t  as we a l l  had been .  So he 

had an easy  c l a s s ,  committee to  r u l e .  Very r a r e l y  d id  t h e  committee 

f i l e  a m in o r i ty  r e p o r t ,  very  r a r e l y .  But he was a good l e a d e r .

G:     Was he f a i r  to  th e  Republ icans?

C:     Yes. Very f a i r .  Sure he was.

Lyndon d i d n ' t  smoke, d id  he? Smoke c i g a r s ?

Cole - -  I n t e r v i e w  I - -  18

G:     No.

C:     We11,  Vinson d i d .

G:     Did he?

C:     Oh, y e s ,  smoking and chewing on a c i g a r .  He was a cooney,  s m ar t ,

shrewd commande r .  See him looking  o u t  over h i s  b i f o c a l s .  But he was 

not  a u t o c r a t i c  as a chairman a t  a l l .  He would y i e l d  today  any p r o t e s t  

to t r y  to  f ind  an accommodat ion  u n t i l  i t  reached a p o in t  when what th e  

o b j e c t o r ,  the f a u l t  he was f i n d i n g ,  Vinson c o u l d n ' t  a c c e p t .  Of c o u r s e ,  

he r e s i s t e d  i t ,  bu t  he always won on th e  f l o o r .
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Tape 1 of  1, S ide 2

G:     Wel l ,  you had an o p p o r t u n i t y  to  observe  Lyndon Johnson in committee.

What s o r t  o f  a congressman was he? How would you a s s e s s  him as a 

member of  th e  House?

C:     I 'm not  su re  I can f in d  the  a d j e c t i v e s  to  d e s c r i b e  him.  He was a— 

conn ive r  comes to  my mind bu t  t h a t  g ive s  a c o n n o ta t io n  t h a t  I d o n ' t  

mean. He was a schemer,  a p l a n n e r ,  an i n t r i g u e r ,  which i s  a l l  r i g h t  

i f  you have t h a t  t a l e n t  to  do t h a t  s o r t  o f  th in g  to  accomplish  

whatever your  ends might  be.  I don’ t  mean i t  was d i s h o n e s t  or 

improper bu t  he was a--maybe you can th in k  o f  a b e t t e r  word.

G:     Can you g iv e  me an i n s t a n c e  in which he exe rc i sed  th e s e  t r a i t s ?

C:     No. No, I c a n ' t .

G:    Was he p a r t i s a n ?  Was he d e e p l y - - ?  

C:    Very p a r t i s a n .  Yes,  y e s .  Except  on b a s i s  o f  the  p e r s o n a l .  There was 

no between p a r t y —Lyndon and Cole ,  t h e r e  was n o th i n g ,  we were very 

good f r i e n d s .  And he had many f r i e n d s  [ i n a u d i b l e ] .  But when i t  came 

to  i s s u e s  on the  f l o o r ,  he was a d i f f e r e n t  man.

G:     Was he rega rded  as someone who was c lo s e  to th e  Roosevel t  A d m in i s t r a t i o n ?

C:      Yes. He was c l o s e  to  a Congressman from Texas. What was h i s  name?

 You should be ab l e  to  t e l l  me. He was c l e rk  to  t h a t  Congressman.

 That  Congressman was a v e ry ,  very  good f r i e n d  to me as a Democrat .  I 

 had more Democra t ic  f r i e n d s  in th e  Congress when I was t h e r e  as a 

 R epub l ican— not more,  bu t  I had many.  Most of  my f r i e n d s  were s o u th -

 e r n e r s .  I wish I could t h in k  o f  t h a t  Congressman's  name. Can’t  you 

 t h i n k  o f  i t ?
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Cole - -  I n t e r v i e w  I - -  20

G:    He was a Democrat ic  congressman from Texas? I could name some.

C:    Lyndon Johnson was h i s  c l e r k ,  worked in h i s  o f f i c e .

G:    Oh, Dick K leberg .

C:    Dick K lebe rg .  Yes, y e s . Oh, y e s ,  the  committee went down and v i s i t e d  

       Dick K l e b e r g ' s  r anch .  I d o n ' t  know whether  Lyndon was t h e r e  or  no t ;  

       p robab ly  he was.  I d o n ' t  remember. But i t  was Dick Kleberg .

G:   Was t h i s  in connec t ion  with  t h a t  Corpus C h r i s t i  Naval Air  S t a t i o n  

      down t h e r e ?  

C:   Could be.  Could be.  I d o n ' t  have any r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h a t .

G:   There was one i n c i d e n t  b e fo re  World War I I  t h a t  I want to  ask you 

       abou t  when Wal te r  Winchell as a l i e u t e n a n t  commander in the  navy was 

       be ing  c r i t i c i z e d  by people l i k e  Burton Wheeler ,  and e v i d e n t l y  Lyndon 

       Johnson was one o f  th o se  t h a t - -  

C:   Suppor ted him.

G:   Johnson suppor ted  Winchell  where Wheeler --do you r e c a l l  t h a t  ep i so d e .  

      Do you remember what happened then?

C:   No.

G:   Okay.

C:   I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  now. What was the  argument about  Winchel l?

G:   Wel l ,  he was e v i d e n t l y  making p o l i t i c a l  speeches  w h i le  he was a 

       l i e u t e n a n t  commander in the navy and I t h i n k  they  o b je c t e d  to  t h i s  

       dual  s t a t u s .

C:    But Lyndon suppor ted  him.

G:    Yes.
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C:     A naval  o f f i c e r  d i d n ' t  have any b u s in e s s  making s t a t e m e n t s  l i k e  Wal te r  

Winchell  used to make. I c a n ’ t  agree  with Lyndon.

G:     Lyndon Johnson in t ro d u ced  a w o r k - o r - f i g h t  measure .  Do you r e c a l l  

t h a t ?

C:     Vaguely,  y e s .  E i t h e r  be d r a f t e d  or  f i g h t .  Yes. Nothing ever  came o f  

i t .  I 'm s u r e .  I don ’t  r e c a l l .  What d id  i t  p rov ide?  Allow y o u r s e l f  

to  e i t h e r  v o l u n t e e r  f o r  s e r v i c e  or  ge t  a job  in a m un i t ions  f a c t o r y ?

G:     I t h i n k  i t  r e a l l y  add res sed  an absen tee ism  i s s u e ,  to o .  People  who 

were working in p l a n t s  but w e r e n ' t  showing up f o r  work.

C:    Why w o u ld n ' t  they  show up fo r  work?

G:     I d o n ' t  know.

C:  Wel l ,  they  j u s t  d i d n ' t  show up fo r  work. They d i d n ' t  g e t  p a i d ,  d id  

th ey?  I d o n ' t  remember the  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  th e  b i l l .  I remember the  

t i t l e  i n d i c a t e d  what was the  o b j e c t i v e .

See,  I ' v e  had many, many t r i p s ,  co n g re s s io n a l  t r i p s .  See,  I was 

on J o i n t  Atomic Energy Committee [ i n a u d i b l e ] ,  then the Armed S e r v i c e s ,  

s u b se q u e n t ly  th e  navy.  I t  i s  p r e t t y  hard t o ,  a t  t h i s  s t a g e — I go down 

t o  the  Congress now, I r e s ig n e d  in 1 9 5 7 - - t h i r t y  y e a r s  [ a g o ] .  So I 

w a s n ' t  f a r  o f f  when I sa id  when you a re  f i f t y  y e a r s  o ld e r  than you 

[were in 1945],  i t  a l l  goes .

G:     Do you r e c a l l  the  Elk H i l l s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  on the pe t ro leum r e s e r v e ?

C:     I r e c a l l  d r i v i n g  around in an au tomobile  th rough the  Elk H i l l s  and 

se e in g  the  o i l  pumps, r o c k e r s ,  but  the  i s s u e s  I d o n ' t  remember except  

I was very  s t ro n g  f o r  m a in t a i n in g  th e  naval r e s e r v e s  under th e  navy 

a u s p i c e s .  I was s t r o n g  because the w i tn e s s e s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  th e  navy
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 v ie w p o in t  had a good ca s e .  But I d o n ' t  remember Lyndon—he w a s n ' t  

 invo lved  in t h a t .  That was be fo re  Lyndon goes on the  committee,  

 w a s n ' t  i t ?  The Elk H i l l s  c o n t ro v e r s y .

You say Admiral or Capta in  whatever  h i s  name i s  is  no t  l i v i n g ,  

 [ t h e  one] t h a t  went on the  t r i p  with  u s ,  as  s t a f f  man.

G:      Don Cook?

C:      No, th e  navy man. C ap ta in .

G:     Oh, l e t ' s  s e e ,  who was t h a t ?  Donald Ramsey?

C:     Donald Ramsey.

G:     I d o n ' t  know i f  h e ' s  l i v i n g  or n o t .

C:     But who i s  t h e  marine?

G:     Knighton.  Joseph Knighton.

C:     Knighton ,  t h a t ' s  i t .  He was a good guy. He was a good one.  Good 

o f f i c e r .  Colonel Knighton,  Joe Knighton.  I t h i n k  he was on o th e r  

committee t r i p s ,  but  the  c a p t a in  in the  navy i s  the only  one I remem-

b e r ,  Ramsey.

G:     Any o th e r  i n s i g h t s  on your  s e r v i c e  with  Lyndon Johnson dur ing  th ose  

 y e a r s ?

C:     No. Not t h a t  come to  my mind.

G:     Was he well  l i k e d  by h i s  c o l l e a g u e s ?  Was he not  well l i k e d  by h is  

c o l l e a g u e s ?

C:     Oh, I must say y e s ,  s u r e .  I c a n ' t  say no because then I ' d  be asked 

why and I c a n ' t  t h in k  o f  a why. Because,  you s e e ,  my a s s o c i a t i o n  with  

him was only  du r ing  h i s  House membership and I t h i n k  h i s  work w as - - I  

c a n ' t  say i t  was any d i f f e r e n t ,  bu t  t h a t  was h is  work in th e  Senate
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was where he became a conn ive r  [ i n a u d i b l e ]  to  g e t  th e  Democratic 

p o s i t i o n  in the  Senate  promoted,  advanced .  He was a damn good 

Democra t ic  m a j o r i t y  l e a d e r  in th e  S ena te .  So I 'm su re  he was very 

well  l i k e d ,  very  well l i k e d .  I 'm not  aware o f  any c lo s e  f r i e n d s h i p  

t h a t  he e s t a b l i s h e d .  Mine was as c l o s e  as anybody so f a r  as th e  House 

i s  conce rned .  I d o n ' t  know about  h i s  persona l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  to  Senate  

members. But we had a v e ry ,  very  good persona l  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  No, I 

c a n ' t  t h i n k  o f  a n y th in g .  -

G:     Anything on h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  with  Sam Rayburn dur ing  those  y e a r s ?

C:     Not t h a t  I would be aware o f .  They w o u ld n ' t  come to  my a t t e n t i o n  

anyway. Everybody loved Sam Rayburn.

G:     Did they?  Why was t h a t ?

C:     Wel l ,  he was such a good,  f a i r  man in d e a l i n g s  with th e  Congress as a 

s p e a k e r .  He t r e a t e d  the  Republ icans  w i th  the  same d e fe r e n c e  t h a t  he 

t r e a t e d  the  Democrats .  He was ve ry ,  very  f a i r .  I d o n ' t  know how many 

sp e a k e r s  I served under but  he was by f a r  the  b e s t .  I d o n ' t  remember 

how many. John McCormack. Did you run a c ro s s  him?

G:     Yes.

C:      Democrat from M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  was a very  good man but not  the  same as 

 [Ray b u rn ] .

G:      W el l ,  I r e a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  i t .  You've been very  h e l p fu l  and I thank 

  you f o r  y o u r —

C:       No, I h a v e n ' t .  I h a v e n ' t .

End o f  Tape 1 o f  1 and In te rv iew  I
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July 10,2013

W. Sterling Cole died March 15, 1987, before signing a formal deed of gift for his oral history 
interview. As o f July 10, 2013, Tina Houston and Claudia Anderson have determined that Cole 
intended the interview to be unrestricted per instruction to Michael L. Gillette, and all restrictions 
can be lifted from the interview at this time.
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AC 88-25

June 28,  1988

W. S t e r l i n g  Cole -  I n t e r v i e w  I - February  5 ,  1988

The L i b ra ry  i s  making t h i s  i n t e r v i e w  a v a i l a b l e  w i t h o u t  a 

s igned  l e g a l  agreement because  a t  t h e  t ime Mike G i l l e t t e  

in t e rv ie w e d  him, R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Cole r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  t h i s  

be done and i t  be opened w i t h o u t  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o r  r e v i s i o n s .

R e s e a r c h e r  a r e  c a u t i o n e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  c o p y  p r i v i l e g e s  

have not  been t r a n s f e r r e d  to  t h e  government.
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