
PB: 

«( .• J 

0\;..['1.6 S: ~~) ~~ .3 • 
(?aul B0:;',:.,:m) 

o~ 

prominent A~5~in Qt~orr.ey. Mr. Denius what ~s your law 

firm's name? 

FD: We LJ.., ?au:i., i appreciate the complimer."C on the finn. 

We are 2rouc ci our ~irm, of course. ::t r S t:;.1.e •.•.• name of 

my fi::.::::,':;':; Cl.ark, ':homas , Ha:.:!:"is, Deaius ana. Winters. 

?B: ;'..1',c:. j,-m;!:"e also a director in several o-.::11.e:.: corporations. 

Can yc '- ~-. GiT,8 5 orne of them? 

PD: ,.,., -",. 
~ ........... : 'IT, ';)leased to say "tr .. at : 'm a c:.irec-;:.c:.: ar..c. 

Bank here in Austin, Southern Union Gas Company, the local 

dr. d. a:;'5 0 '~'ex as C api t:al C0:.:pOya ti or.; J.. se rve '::'5 ·the .Ji r'.'::' c'~or , 

General Ccunse::', ar:d Secret:.ar.l-Treasure:c of tl.is ..::ompa~ i. 

bee:. a':::'ci ve in cr.e. Z:x:-

ArE. yot:. s.t:.ll ar. cf~l..cl.al of t!:.2Lt 

Y t:;:;:>, ? c.'~ _ I :;: serve a.s.... pas'c -;:'WG yea.rs as 

of the Executive Committee of The University of Texas Ex-Students 

Assocl.~tior.. having previously se:.:ved as Second Vice ?resident, 

Fl.:st V";'ce President, a.nd ther. President. ., 
PB; ~OW, what we are particularly interested in just now is one 
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aspect 0': 7exas poli tics which concerns President:. Johnson baek 

in the mid '50s. But before we get to that, ean you tell us 

somet~i~g aDout the Democratic Party in Texas, how it is 

split up, its various factions, that sort of thing? 

FD: Well, I think, Paul, co~ment:.ators and, as well as the 

public generally, probably label it as conservative and liberal. 

Actually, I don't think it's q'Ji te tr.at si.mp:!.8. I mink 
';"4:""" 

to some exten·c or t:.o maybe",even greater ext:.ent ---.. the leader-

ship of ~le Denoera-.::...c ?art'" sets t:~1.e ?ace ~or the classiiicatior. 

of the £ae"C~orls in Te xas. :C'or example, l would certairlly thir.k 

that President Johnson has support from what I consider conserva-

ti yes 6.na. 'Ivha'C. I would consider r:lOde~ates ar.d w:I..:z:c ~ would 

Yii d6:e-o::- th2- :coaa and. 1 ... 

think, he probably tries to take a middle-of-the-road stance 

as far 3,:=' ·W.e TeXo.5 s i tuatior. is cor.eerned, but back me re 

in the - ...... :>v I=, cOilservativ8 leadership was, as ..i. recc.ll, 

CI::.1terE::0. ::...r. (,ove::::-.10:C Sh~ver5, i.s thai; cor-cec::.'? 

I ti'.i!'lk, if rr.y memol.--Y se rves BE:: cor:=e c-c.:"y. ',:i':e 

'::;ove :cr. or of. Texas ir. 19 4~. He ro.~ for a ~irst full t2~~ 

J.;'. 195C. I would think in 1950 under Allan Shivers i l.eader-

~~~p ~.Q th8 expansion and interest in the Sta~e Democ=at~c 

Party, probably more people were involved in precinct work ~ld 
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and things like that th~, ever before in the history of the 

State of Texas. Then, just going one step further, In 

1~52 Allan Shivers and Ralph Yarborough opposed each o~er 

in the first of two rather severe struggles for the Democratic 

governorship in the State of Texas. Ana I think probably 

these two individuals are, Allan Shivers as cile conservative 

and Ralph Yarborough as the liberal, perhaps that·s where 

the labels liberal--conservative really began and were 

just divided in two groups rather than moderates, iibe~alsr 

and co~servatives. 

PB! Since we a£e pxeparing these ~apes for ~he~B~ Lio~ary 

and th~j may be referred to by persons not ~oo familiar 

with ot!~ ?olit:.ical sys~em; can you axplai:-... just a bit 3bo~-c 
s';}~ .. \:~ 

the precinct~i~ Texas? How it operates? 

FD~ vlell, ?aul, you know t.1tere t s two means of ae-ce:anininS' whc. 

the De~ocratic party wil: support for governor or for president. 

One is :i:;.v thE: Presider"tia2. Primaries w:iicr. rr.any s'ca-ces ~ave .. 

y·:n;;, knoT,v. '!?he :rther is thE: systerr. u.6..·c W2 I:c.v£: i.n Texa.s 

is ':;:;y the f':'rst ':)~e~inct. c:mve:-ltior. ar.c. t.'1e elec-cicn by -ehe 

prec:'r.ct:.s of de leg ates -to ::he ccun ty co:-. ven tior .. ar.d mer .. t:. .. ~€: 

election by the county conven~ion ofdelegat.es t.o the state 

convention and then at the state convention levels, delega·c.es 

tc the :\Citional Democratic Convention are elected or selected and 

t.he le ade rsh ip is charged w:' tr. the respor.sibili ty of putting 

forth L~e platform and ideas of the Texas Party. And this is ·the 
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systern\t"llat: we have in. Texas tnat I think you were referring -to. 

PB; That's right. Now in precinct conventions the convention 

goes on record for some person who is known to be favorable 

to a presidential candidate. 

FD: That's generally right. They ..... the precinct will vote 

to elect a slate of delegates that will represent me ideas 

of the majorlty of ~~e members of that precinct conven~ion 

as to who ~ey s~ould support--usually for governor and for 

presider. ~. 

PB: And that ffiakes the control of the precinct convention 

ever.tually leads up -co ~le control of -the st~te conven~ion: 

therefore, that's a very important democratic process. 

PD: It's the most grass-roots level of politics t,at you 

cou:!..d havE:: I : thir.k. 

PB: OK I !'s.ow that Drings us by degrees up "Co thE: 1956 ccnven-

tien. 3ut the way, Y9u are comparatively YOllilger -chan ~e 

Preside:-. t. Wnen did you first meet him? 

!tis. ::-ace :::0:&: "the 5e::'.ate. 

?5: That ~as your first vote? 

~~: No,sir, I had ~ome out of ~e service in 1945 fcllowiLg 

World War I~ and voted for the first time: being 21, I was 

: ...... eligicle in the 1946 election. But this "though I in 1948, was 

really my second time to vote. 
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Po: OK, a~d then go Mlead from there. 

FD: Well,:L supported President Johnson in t..~e 1948 election,. 

a.lct I was then from Henderson County, Texas, that's where 

my fami ly Ii ved, where I was born and raised, but I was 

attending The University of Texas Law School at the time. 

I did some work for the President back in my home county of 

Henderson. And if rim not mistaken, Henderson County went for 

President 0ohnson at L~at time. 

FB; That was in the race for United States Senato=? 

F'D: Yes ~ sir. That was his race for the United States Senate. 

To further my relationship \vith the President, i.n 1949 I 

went to work as a ~aw clerk before I finished Law School w~tn 
, 

c ..• : f:... "C;l 0"Z. LOO;.8Y ~ Clark, and Morehead. 7ha t-c B'Je:.:e 1:1:. Looney, 

tte late Everett L00neYI and, of course, Ambassador Edward C:ark 

bot.~ of -chose gentle.TLen had beer. 10:.;"lg-time frienes and .supporters 

Oi the ~resident. And as I recall, the ~irst ~ime I met: tht 

Presic.er.t, w~o was -chen Senator i was arour.a Christrnas t.ime of 

19 ~9. ~:re was ir. Austin and com<=: by illy law firm' 5 office ar.a. 

l' ... :c. Looney brought him in tile office ~c mee-c "G.le firm ~ 5 :.",e;.," 

lawyer wh::.. ch r.appened to be: ·iTLe. 

?B ~ Now I d.uring your 't.enu:=e 3.S a la.wyer, :;: believe tha"C. yO'.,), 

FD: Yes, sir. Mayor Tom Miller was one of the greatest friends 

t.hat I' V2 ever had, and lowe a great deal to Mayor Miller as 

do the people of Austin. HE; t:.ook me un de r h is arm as sort oi. 
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a young- la: • .,yer and gave me d lot of advi ce" and. r had :nany 

wOEc}<.;rful hours of friendship wi th him including, I guess, t...'e 

last ti~e before he got sick I went to California to the 

Democratic National Convention in Los Angeles with Mayor Ton 

Miller and Tom Miller, Jr. 

PB: What year was that in? 

?D: 1960. 

PB: 1960. 7~en a~ a:. attorney you also illace 30lliE trips ~0 

Wa.shing~or. and on 30;ne of those: trips you ha.G. conte;.cts witr-. 

Senator Joh~son o~ official business. Cru. yo~ t~ll us ..•.. eo 

yo\;. re:,:o.ll any of "che specific contacts? 

i-:-nis was a "tremendous E:xpe:cience ZOOY.: ~f.~. 

Mayer ':::'017. Mi :le r called :::loren Eskew who was· then ci ty attC:i.'"Th~Y 

ar.~ s ti 11 :.s a friend of rr,inE:, into his office over at (:l.-t:y 

~o.:": one aIte:noon and said D.l.at h~ k:1ew of pending lesislal:ion 

in Cons-:cess tha:i: was going 'to be very imporl:ant "to Lhe ;::>eop:e 

of Austin as taxpayers and as utility users. This dealt with 

t:.1.e pay:nent ':Jy t..~e Fede!."a2. Government, or the propcsed. payrr.ent !Jy 

r~10catin~ ~tilities whether .:iwr.ed. 

wh~r. trley ~ad to ~e moved or relocated because of ~~e co~s~~uc~io~ 

of the natlonal sys~em of inl:erstate and defense highways. 

I believe the highway act was passed in 1956 by Congress dnG 

was subject to amendment in :958 and this was an amer£drr,ent that 

was pending that the Mayo::- was quite interested in. And I 
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represented some of the private utilities in Austin and Doren 

Esket.., represented the ci ty. So Mayor Tom Miller called 

Senator Johnson one afternoon and said that if .••.• you know 

maybe first I'd better say to make my story complete that Hayor 

TQ~ Miller was in the hide business in Austin among many 

other things--being the director of a bank and having other 

business interests--but he was in the hide business and the 

first thing he said to Senator Johnson when he called him, 

says .•... said, "Senator, I'm sending you two of the greenest 

hides that I've ever had, n and he mentioned Doren Eskew and my 

names. But nevertheless, Mayor Tom Miller gave us our 

instructions and took us out to the airport and put us on the 

midnig,ht flight, leaving here about 11:20 p.m., we arrived in 

Washington about 5: 30 a.m., and Senator Johnson's staff met us. 

We wen t by the hote 1 room, che cked in, cleaned up, shaved, 

dressed and went down to the Senator's office. 

FB: And how about the bi II? 

FD: Well, this was one of the remarkable things about Senator 

Johnson ..•.. then Senator Johnson, was his tremendous ability 

to understand both proposed legislation and the people 

that were going to have to pass it. And we arrived in his 

office about 9: 30 and discussed the proposed legislation and 

what it would mean, of course not just to the city of Austin 

but to people through the country. And about 11 o'clock Senator 

Johnson and his staff were working on it and that night by 

9 0' c ..••..... by 9 or 9: 30 the bill was passed into law or passed 

and sent to the President for his signature. And so I would say in 
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. ".'':':5 ~)..j.~ \:'VSE:Y .. f,2:L a:1Q actua:i.ly p.=tssed by the United Stcttes Sen0.te 

'?3: • ."'l'. l..egls ..... atl. or. , inc::'deD. tally I saved the local. taxpayers, 

a-.:. least, cOf,siderable money. 

FD: YeS, It........ I don't know how many millions of dollars 

t:h2.."C it. ::.&vea. j·ust. the peoplE:: in Austin alone, but I vloul<i say 

.. . -.L •• ~,e neighborhood of 10 million dollars. 

?B; Now I :"'~t' s get baCK to -Liat 1956 cor,ventior. w;-~ich 'iJe· ve 

bee~ "Calk::'ng all aro~.d. What was the issue in the 1956 convention 

cl1.a·c •..•. L.'1e ~ight for contro:i. of -u."te delegates in 1950: 

F~; ?aul, to gJ.ve you a complete answer t.o "Cnat, a:~d = dG~'t 
;...rc..:-.t: 'CC> ue -coo \vordy 1 but I think we i d best go .oack tc :;'9Sv 

·c~.~ f:"~-6"C. time that Al1a:.'1 Shivers ran for Governor of "CIle State 

0 .. ·:i'exas. Governor Shivers gave -che 3tate ;strong ane vcr! 

c'''-:.Jabl~ :"eade::snip and he c.rganized the Democratic Party wei:' 

a~ .. ,:" had· cor..tro:" of t:'1e Democratic Party in Texz..s from 1950 a:."lc. 

0.<; c.in i·.l :"952 to the precinct, the county and state cor.v~ntiO~"15~ 

Ag o.in in J.9 5 4. That was the last time A.!.lan Shivers ra..~ for 

?\:.,.jli,; office, I belieVe, was 1954. 

cCJ .. tr-.Jl of ·che Democratic Party at "the precinct. leve:;' and 

a.;;: the (;o·u...Tlty leve:" anc at. cr.': state 1.::ve1 was defini-c.elj 

\:.:n"::'e:c ·::n.€ con-:.!:"ol of .Al:an Shivers we~l i:-_to ~'1e year 1954. 

o.fficc .;ji Governor, you reca.ll tha-c the :cace then ir. 1956 

t./as 0. vi2r~' hotly contested race between crien Senator Price Dan.i..el # 

who resigned from the 0nited States Sena-ce to return to Texas 
: ..... 

·:;o.secK the Govemcr's office, and , of co~rse,. ilCM our 5e~-.ic:.c Ser.citoc 
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from from Texas, Ralph Yarborough. And so in 1956 the Shive.rs' 

co" erol \"as in, issue and President Johnson I because this being 

a presidential year and because President Johnson was then 

senior Senator from Texas, the Johnson following which I think 

' . .,ras basically what I consider to be a moderate group made an 

all-out effort to control the Democratic Party first at the 
and 

pr~cinct'1then. at the county level, and then at the state level. 

PB: Well, still we get back ..... we need to get back to why 

Shivers wanted control of the party in 1956. 

FD: Well, I think that Allan Shivers wanted to continue his 

control on the Democratic Party in 19'56 in order to controi -c..'ie 

State's position and delegation at the :nationa.~ convention. 

PB: And to control who Texas voted for for President. Now my 

recollection is tr.at in the previous presidential election with 

Shivers i~ con~rol they had approved a mear.s by which Texas 

De~ocrats could vote for the Republican nominee. 

FD: Yes I sir. That was 1952 and you recall a. rather heatec. 

election between the late Adlai Stevenson and then General 

Eisenhower and we had ..... we'd had the tracitional democra~s 

in Texas that did not want to bolt the party or did not want to 

crossvote and the Democratic Party control had a .• _ •. as I ::ecail 

the ballot was an unusually lar~e at that particular time 

because of the many presidential nominees in different parties 

OD it, and as I recall there was one column Texans ••.•. Democrats 

.for Eisenhower. In other words I you could vote the straight. 

Democratic ticket or you could vote for the actual Republican 
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nominees for president and Vice Presidenot by merely marking the 

column that \.Jas especially designed to permit Democrats 

to vote for Republicru~ nominees without actually calling it 

a Republican slate, so to speak. And as I recall further, in 

1952 the State of Texas did go for Generai Eisenhower by a sub-

stan tial margin. 

?B: Yes. NoV! in 1956 '..;rhen this confrontation Ccmte between 

Shivers and Johnson for control of the Democratic Party, 

who were the probable nOQinees of the party? Who had been 

ta:Jced about, do you recall that? I ••••• I·m ••••• 

PD: Well, I think, Adlai Stevenson was still the~ so to 

speak, the front-rlli!ner or leading candidate for the Dem0cratic 

nomination. As I recall, Paul, maybe Estes Kefai.lver' s narne~ •••• 

I think there had been some investigations ~~at had been 

gi ving hir" a rathe:: prominent ?osi tion on te levision, and ~ 

L~ink he was an aspirant to that position. I think that 

perhaps President Johnson wo.s even ment:.ioned at tl".at time ~ 

mayne not for the Presidential nomination but maybe as a 

?ossible vice presidential tim~er. Ar.d .•••• but I think tha~ 

A~lc..i :5t.8'-1enSOn was p::::-c!:i8bly t:;:-~e fror. -c-r:mr~er wi L~ maybe Es t:.as 

Keiauve::::- a ?ossibilit.y,but definitely Ad!ai Stevenson was ~~c 

leader. 

PB: Then Eisenhowe r would. be seeking ~ ..... 

PD: Yes, sir} of course/ President Eisenhower would be 

seeking a second term. 
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PE: 0« I no;:" how did you ge t in to this pre cin ct figh t, this 

convention fight. 

FD: Paul, actually I had been attending precinct conventions 

since 1950 ana. I I d been again in 1952 and again in 1954. 

But the 1956 precinct convention ..•.. I was .•..• had moved into 

precinct 230 \vhich is the Casis School Precinct and .•••• 

more commonly known as Casis School .•... and I remember one 

evening I of course there was a lot in th~ newspapers about 

it, there was a lot of conversation among the Democratic 

Parey workers in our precinct where I had been a wor~er, there 
. . with \"Tas a good bl t •..•. u.L-ere were some evening rneetlngs .-. various 

members of .... or those party mernbers residing in the precinct. 

But as i recall, the way I became totally involved, you might 

sa::.:. wc.~ Mayor '1:"0..""1'. ~i ller called a meeting o~ mali.Y of !;.:J..S ":riends 

and frie:-lds of tl-len Se:i"lator Johnson in his office downtown and. 

:: went .5.own abOUt 8 0' clock one evening to meet .. >lith Mayer 

As I ~eillember, those that were asked to be 

there was Herman Jones who was now a District Judge; ~ ~ecall 

70.11 Gra:~am, I believe ouck Avery was .::.lso mere w::~o wa.s a 

t:ler,~ 1 She:;:man Bir~le 1: was the!:'€: I yo\.:,. k~low She~c-;na:-. at ene i:.irr'.e 

w2.~ on ::.r:.t;; sta::f of P:::-esider..i: Johr..son, and t.~ere 'we.re sever,::;;: 

U~!Crs i~cl~ding sorre rep!:'ede~~a~ives o~ SJme ~rou?s in Eas~ 

Aus tin. As I recall, also, w~ert was a representative of ~ne 

A?L-CIO ?resent. His name I ~elieve~ was John McCully, he no 

longer lives here, and::;: think he only lived here a short time, 
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b~t ::. believe he was pub lic re lations man for the union, 

t.nere. It was a group of ..... and t.~erc were 

several others there. I don't remember all ..... but all of 

t;_err: 'Nerc frien.d.s of Mayor 70m Miller and Senator Johnson. 

PB: OK, what did you all decide at the meeting? Wnat did you ..•.• 

?~: t\'e 11, -t..~e de cision "vas to be made as to ho~.-I to T:.i.:y 

t.J put together an organizatioh that could win cont~o: 

c~ ~~e precincts in Travis County which would give cs, of 

course, control of the Travis County Democratic Convention. 
. -anA 

And we had ..... from that meeting we went out talkea wiL~ . ~ 

~~~ers, ~oderates, some conservatives I friends of Senato~ 

:;ohnson's, some liberals,anc. ToNe ~ad a se::=ie5 of ~Tleetings 

then in Mayor Tom Miller's office off and on for about 

I would place trlat a~ about a month before ~he 

;> -::c ci n C~ con va:-. ti on. And 'we b2ga."1 to orga. .... li 2.e a.."":d get 

~ep::=E;sentatives in every precinct i:.1. Travis County_ 

:?B: I am sure the Shivers I people wera doing tDe s :=.-ne 

~r-. _ . .1. Oh: yes, t..~ey were orga::.izir.g. 

~imu:'tar .. eously j"n scrr.e of t:~E sam.;! builcin:;s in a" of 1:r.csa 

•••.. we were al2. basically o.err;ocrats so, JUSt maybe :::OfrtE: 0-;: 

one view over another. So it was .•.•. while it was very hea.:ed, 

it was somewhat friendly in the fact that I can te 11 you 

about the precinct. chairmar. :",ominees from my own precinct. 
~ ..... , 

If you'd like 1:0 hear about it. 

----------
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pa: Yes. 

F:J: ~\'ell, two individuals who are prominent real estate 

men and have been for many years in Austin are Paul 

Crust2:nann and Tom Graham. They are partners in a realty 

comp~ny and other business interests and Paul Crusemann was 

t..""e nominee of the democrats in our precinct favoring 

Allan 8hi vers. Tom Graham was tie nominee for the democrats 

in our precinct favoring then Senator Johnson. So YOi.l 

can see that while we diffe red politically, businesswise 

~~d othe~~ise we were, of course, still friends~ 

?B: What interests me here is another thing. Where were 

the Yarborough and Daniel supporters during all of this? 

::".): WE::':.l, Paul, rea:i.ly and truly, if you reme:nber ;:hat 

e lect:~on in' 1956, Price Daniel won over Ralph Yarborough 

ny, oh, a little over 3,000 votes, and I think they were 

out canpaigning so much that •.•••••• trying to get votes, 

·chat t.'J.ey really didn I t have much time to help in this 

~ precinct an d.A.convent ion , and state co;}veni:icn orgfuli.zational. 

work. 

Fa: OK, now, from the precinct =onvention, I llilderstana that 

you lost your precinct. 

-\-0 
FD: Yes, Paul, we had almost six hundred people~turn out 

in our pre cinct, and I had the pri vi lege of serving as floor 

:eader for the democrats in favor of Tom Graham, and of co~rse, 

-chat meant in favor of Senator Johnson. The late Charles 

Greene, Editor of The AU5-cinStatesman, a fine friend of mine 
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and &'1 advise r..,...; 
A a...lq counselor of mine from time to time was in my precinct 

and as well as some of t.he other individuals that I have 

mentioned and we were able to get 274 people in our precinct 

there in favor of Senator Johnson but our opposition had 

almost three hundred there I and we lost that precinct wnich 

is a large voting precinct--we lost it by something over 

twenty votes. 

PB: But that meant that the entire delegate strength of 

the p~ecinct went to Shi vers rather than to ••••• 

FD: Yes, sir. At that time we didn't walk out or have 

any rump convention. We stayed in the convention and ••••. 

but tI"'le Shivers I delegation or slate of delegates was elect.ed 

from ?recinct 230, and I was not a member of that delegation 

to the County Convention. 

PE: But the county as a whole did go for ~ohnson as I 

remelnber. 

FD: Yes, sir. Yes. sir. I believe that although it was 

sort of a •...• it was close in the county convention. As_ 

recall the final results we:!:"e 'Nell l.n favor of President 

Johnson's delegates ....• s~reng~. 

PB: From this county convention now we go to me: state 

convention. As I understand it, the Travis County was 

carried as was many other counties by a coalition of the 

mode rates for Johnson I Joh!1S on friends, labor, ane. -the .... , 
liO.~ •...... 50 called libe~al factions. 
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F;):' Pat:l, I really think t.hat President Johnson's strength 

at that tirr,e really went beyond that. While it was 

predominantly a moderate portim of the spectrum, you might 

say, the President had a great many personal friends who 

were business leaders as vlell as liberal leaders l and I 

would say that it was a well balanced group. I think 1:.hat 

those behirld the Presiderlt in 1956 cove::-ed, if you want: to 

classify them, conservatives, moderates and liberals. 

PB: Did you go to the state conventiorr whic~ was held i~ 

wc..ll.:..ti ? 

.?~: Yes, sir . T I through my frie:rldship with Mc.yor Tom 

.-:11.1:e:;:, Mayor Tom Miller was successful in having me named. 

.=-.:> aiterr.ate, as I recal:, -co the convention .. a.,C: :I: ;"ic;'''lt to 

·,:.he -::or.vention with Mayor T~m Miller. I did. no'C haVE: a 

vote at the conVer.CiO~, but: r did go. 

?B: Call you te 11 us any of the event:s which "~oo:K plaCe a-.:: 

~le state cor.vent.ion? 

Well, . -..:.. -,,. :&:r • fact; 

: sup?ose -chat :""C was ene of -cha :nost: trauma.:ic de~·(\0Crat:.c 

~~~ls~er 0= leadership of the deffiocra~ic party to Senato:;: 

And, of course, outgoing Governor Sr.ivers had a great 

~any friends and fine democratic people there at the ~o~vention 
;. 

~ -.-.' - and. &.ey fought long, hard, ~'id well""b";J.t the President's" 

-cher.. Senator Johnson IS, forces were in the majority and did 

--_. __ .. _-------
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control the convention and did name a slate of delegates 

to t.t... e na"t.ional convention "that were friendly co him ane voted 

and passed and adopted some resolutions that were favorable 

to Senator Johnson. And I believe he was made the chairman of 

the delegation and perhaps even the Favorite Son. 

PB: I believe that's right. He was nominated as the 

Favorite 50::1.. Do you kno;.v or do you recall wha-c pa:ce SaT,. ~ ." • 

Speaker Sam Raybu~played in -the .. _ . ~ 
L--

2D: Yes, sir. As I recall, Speaker Rayburn was ••.•• had a great 

infLlence. He spoke to the .•.•• he addressed ~~e C0nv2~tion, 

: be~ieva, a~ one time during the convention i ald he z 0= 
cour~e, was a very devout supporter of theh Se~atGr JO~L5v~ and 

~ pe~50na: friend of the SenatorVs,and I think he nac a 

-:.:eo.::, uE:.:a.J. to do with pers·u.ading a numbe:c of :md~cic.eG. .:lE::i.ega-ce.3 

~o 5~?pOr~ ~~e Senator's position. And I -chink ~:'la.-c., ft:.r±e:.:no:ce .. 

..:. th:.ni- ·;:hat Spea'-<er Rayburn had many friends amc.:nS· Lle 

,;on5e rva t:.. Vi2.S I mode:tates and liberals a..s.c. .. "t:he:Ceiore 

r~~ h.keYIise exercised cons~de:cable infl>lence ,::m -the delega-ccs 

;'-:-cp:cc.:)er.';:ing th05E: respe c-c.i VE: belie fs. 

~3: I ~cve ~earc it said t~at Mr~ RaYDurn was inst~ume~-cal 

he d~cr. j t have to mcke" ?'aV2 you hea~d tha~? 

:2;): Well, I think that Speaker Rayburn 'lias definitely an 

influer.cing factor. I just have always thought, wi cl10ut really 

personally know~ng, that Senator Johnson having had such a 
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rt:!)?resentati ve of the entire democratic party, he was sort of the 

natural heir apparent to the leadership of the Democratic 

Party. 

PB: Yes, and but that .••.. 

FD: But Speaker Rayburn definitely, I think he was the motivating 

factor, you might say, that caused the then Senator Johnson 

to get into the Tex~s political arena and seek control of 

the party. 

PB: ~ne Senator had one considerable setback at the sta~e 

conven tion. Do you know about that? About the elec~ion of the 

~ational Committeewoman? 

F~: Well I ..... Paul, l'm .•... my knowledge on that is 

probably not as accurate because I really, as I saic, I WaS 

not there as a delegate, in fact, I was unable to be seated 

on the floor at all times during ~~e conventioL becaus~ 

tr.ere jus..: wasn't enough reOiTI. Ar,d I may be r~ot comp~etcly 

familiar with what you're ....• 

:ost on. one issue at that state convention~ 

issue of electi::-.g a Natione..l ~ommi.'C..:eeworr,an~ Is -;:hat co:crec~? 

PE: Yes, sir. Paul, as I recall, again fu,d this is, you know 

twelve years ago and I'm sort of trying to remember everything 

i:-. the proper sequence, I be lieve then Senator Johnson supported 

Mrs. Lloyd Benson who was the wife of a Congressman from down 
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lD the Val:ey for the position of Democratic Naaonal 

Co~~itteewoman. And I think that most of the friends of the 

President wanted her, but actually the ..... when the vote 

was finally taken and counted, Mrs. Frankie Randolph of 

Houston was elected National Democratic Committeewoman. 

PB: Mrs. Randolph, I believe, is notable in Texas 

circles as a supporter of the Liberal candidates. 

FD: Yes, sir. I think that she would. . .hcs historically 

been classi fied as quote "a big liberal" quotes closed. 
-' 

PB: Mr. Denius, from your long associations with the President, 

we would be interested in any conunent that you might have 

concerning your contacts with him or any reminiscences that you 

have concerning the President. 

FD: Well, Paul, I have had many wonderful associations with 

the President, and I feel that I have learned a great deal 

from the President. One or two stories that I think might 

be of interest. The first time that I walked into the 

Senator's office in Washington when he was Majority Leader, 

he had a sign back of his desk that said, "If you're talking I 
) 

yOUl::':: not Ie arning ," and 50 I have, whenever It ve had the 

privilege of being around the President, I've been primarily 

a listener and a learner. And I feel that through my association 

with him I have greatly benefited in my outlook on life and my 

--- -----------------------------
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\:f.o\.:Sh·.: and respect. ~or my country and for my admiration 

ar,d res;?ect. for people generally. I think that the President 
-tl-.e.., 

has a. wonderful outlook on life,. and I wish thatl\people 

throughout tr.e country could actually sit down and visit with 

~e ?resident informallY/because I think it would be a 

tremendous experience for them like I've had those experi-

e~""lces . In 1959 , Paul, I was serving as ?residen~ of the 

?ravis Co~~ty University of Texas Ex-Students· Association and 

·,ve had not had a great attendance at our March 2, you knoW' 

that's the Texas Independence Day and Texas Exes meet 

c-Jerywhere thro\.:ghout the world on thai: day. We had not 

~ ...... ad too great atte:ldance and so I asked then senior Senat:.o:;::-

:::com Texas and Majority :i:..eader, Mr. Johasoil, to be our gl.:.es·c 

And we filled the entire mezzanine floor of ~c 

;);;:iski 11 Hotel., and t.he ?residen 1: spoke "to us on t.l--} at 

o.::casion, and I had t.1-}e privilege aga::n and the great pe:.:-sonal 

?leasure of making that introduction or introducin~~im at 

"d".at time. And I recall telling a story about "Che Presicient. 

~exas in -che early 30's or 3~IS before ~e went to Consre~s, 

and I remember he WCi5 goins ':.0 San Ar..to:.. .. lio ... a::1.Q M.r. K~llam 

W..:1S r:"di!""lq down in the car 'dith him--I believe iY.r. !<tllam was 

~-_er~ ever.: associated wi th t:-ie ?resident .. and so t:.t.ey st:01?pec 

i:-. front of a particular project ... and there were some your.g 

peop::"e that were supposed to be doing some work and the 

?reside~t knew how to exercise authority at a~l times and ~o 

~ake a long story short, I don't think he was personally too 

------------------------------ ...... . 
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p :i.e-ased ""ith b'-le \-Jay that. this "Nork was being carrie ci outs 0 

t~ sen~ Mr. K~llam out ~~ere to advise these YOQ,y people 

-chat they had better get on \-Jith their business and do the 

job right, and Hr. K:£'llam did so" and so the President later 

-::hecked on them and found out -that they stil: \v'eren' t obeying t:he 

rules that he had established, and I think he made a change in 

leadership right then and there on the spot, and I t..~ink that: 

t.~is is an illustration that the President likes to see any 

job that is begun completed properly fuld then the President: 

:,as always wanted to have Mrs. Johnson recogniz'3d as ce:=taiilly 

a partner of his in all of his endeavors, and nevlas most. 

?:=OUG t..'-lat Mrs. Johnson was an ex-student of The uilivers~~y 

of Texas and a graduate of The University of Texas wId a 

me:;nbar of our Association and he always frequently ITlentions 

this. And I am very proud to say that he . . . . . . President Johnson 

is a life member of the Ex-Students' Association ~~d his 

name 50 appears on t.'e role of Life Members. 

called 
?B: How was it that he""himself ••••• an ex-st'Uden-c. by rr.a~riage 

o"!: some thing .•.•• 

FD: Yes, sir. He always referred to himself as . . . . by

o:iera..:ion of marriage an ex-student of rl'"ne Universi -cy of Texas 

~~d, of courSe, you recall later ~,at he diu raceive an 

hon0rar.l !)egree from 'l'he~niversity of Texas and has Deer. 

one of the very few in the history The University of Texas 

to receive an Honorary Degree. 

, .. ". 
P3: Mr. Denius, I was quite interested in what you said a 
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teH mome:lts back about people who have had personal contacts 

\v:...th Mr. Johnson--the effect he has on them. Could you possibly 

elaborate on that because it i"s certainly a comment that 

very many people have made and to a person who does not 

knew him it is rather difficult to grasp just what is 

meant by it. 

F~: ~'i'ellJ Paul, I think. that there are not as many le3.c.ers 

arr,ong the people of the world as there really should be. 

And President Johnson is one of those individuals who has the 

gift of leadership but he has the endurance and enthusiasm to 

actually implement his leadership and. J:: think that vlhen Y0u. have 

a personal conversation with the President yo~ canno~ help 

but be magnetically attracted. to his persuasion on any 

.:; I.. ven poin t. And I think that the personal experience t:.hat: 

! aIr: t.aL"'<.ing about is that he has the abiLi:ty as c.. lead.er 

t:o lliQ~ivate Dnose people with whom he is associated with or 

"w~ tl: .. vhom he h as on !"lis staff or ... _ . and t:.hir-jgs l'::"ke ~chis ~ 

A.-.d "Chis is ,:me of the qual':' ties - of tn:;.e :eade:cship and 

~O : ~hink that b~e personal relationship that you have wiL~ 

t:he ?resident you have to be near him to appreciate and 

understand and you might say determine his capable enthusiasm 

or.d experience and good judgrner.t. 

PB: Mr. Denius, by way of wrapping u? this talk, are there any 

?erso~al comments that you would like to make? 

." 

?o...v..\ io-

PO: A. Firs t, of course, I would like to thank you for asking 

~e to participate in ~~is project and to try to be helpful 

.... n describing some of the occurrences and events that :r was 
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But really, in conclusion, other 
than thanking you, I want to just take the liberty of 

17Laking one or two final comments about President Johnson. 

I consider him to be a great man and one of our grea-cest 

Presidents. I guess historJ will •.... only L.ime arld ~istoPJ 

will aete~ine what position he will occupy as one of 

the Presidents of these great United States, but I pe~sonally 

~,ink L.hat ~e entered public office, he's been devoted to 

sE:rving the j?eople and to his country, and I'm al.ways, yo',:;, 

Ull.ght say, deeply imp.!"essed when t.~e President says i:.haL. 

he is first an Arnerican and in anything he does or thinks, and 

I think that this is a great attribute and I think that he has 

o.\.me a magnificent job of leading our country beginr:.lng ":n 

:.:163 :'n a. time of tragedy through some rathe:c 1:oublesoii'; a...'1Q 

;~·owi;:.g ye ars ( Y0U might for o~:c cc~~:cy and ye~ _ 

"Cf.in,-c :-.is leadership wi ll~c dowr. :;l.ot 0r~ly 2.5 beir:g O::le of 

of g:c~ a'=. Ie aoe rs vi 

:) ... r coun tl.-Y eve::: since he :began to serve our cO·..ln-::.:cy, ar.c 

:'rn ju.s"C. srea.tly apprecia-civE: 0:: tne iac"C. "tha.t :: have kr.;:;wr. 

r.':"m ond h ave ~een ab 1e to Call him my friend. 

J?.3: Y m: . 76 been, ve ry :'"le 1:9 fu:. 
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