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TLAvidw #iTh FRANK DENIUS

PB: June 9, 126s. We are taliking with Mr. Fraank Denius,
prominent Austin attorney. Mr. Denius what i1s your law

firm's name?

FD: Weli:, Pauli, I appreciate the compliment on the fimm.
We are rroud i our firm, oi course, It's the.....name of

my firw i= Ciark, T“homas, Harris, Denlus and Winters.

PB: And you're aiso & director in several ocher corporations.

Can ycu nare some of them?

FD: Yes. sirx. I'm Dleased to say trat I1'm a direccor and
am priviieced ©U s3e@rve as a Director of tne Capitai National
as< nhere .n Ausv.n, Southern Union Gas Company, the local
francn.:e Jab coimpany that serves Austin ané many ather piac
in Tera=, i'm Jareccor JOf several other Ol and Ja& companies
and aisv Texas Capital Corporation; I serve as the Dircactor,

Generel Ccunsel, and Secrecary-Treasurer cf this compe. ;.

Lf., Denius, you alson

]

z ve been active in the Zx~

£

v xdents’ Assgocliation. Are vou stili ar cfficial of tha

CATENL ZzaTLONT
2 Yes . Pel., 1 Serve asS.....Thals pasc wwe vears as Chai atan
C. the Zxecutive Committee of The University cf Texas Ex-Students’

Assocrztion having previouslyv served as Second Vice President,

First Vice President, and then 2resident.

PB: Now, what we are particularly interested in just now is one
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2.
aspect oI Texas politics which concerns President Johnson back
in the mid '50s. But before we get to that, can you tell us
something about the Democratic Party in Texas, how it is

split up, 1ts varicus factions, that sort of thing?

FD: Well, I think, Paul, commentatcrs and, as well as the
public generally, probapbly label it as conservative and iiberal.

Actualily, I don't think it's guite that simple. I think

e —_— .
to some extenc Or TO maybe,even greater extent the leader-
ship of wahe Demccratic Party sets the pace Zor the classification

of the facrctions in Texas. Tror example, I woula certainly think

that 2resident Johnsorn nas support from whacv I consider coaserva—
tives and what I would consider moderates and waat 1 would

A ey oy e R
COoOnSLAQe Ll oleladls.

-

LS. -L0n asnla whree factions. Middle-of-the-~roaa and,

think, ae procadiy tries to take a middle-or-tne-road staacd

W

[\
n
Hy
P
L
by
{r,

e Texas situatior. is concerned, but vack there

o

in the 30's the conservative leadership was, &5 1 recall,

Cceaterew »n Goveraor Shivers, 1s that corcecz?

FD. Yes. six. I think, if my memcry sServes me correccly . e
T o e . . - s - Loand -
Lo Iuford Jester passea eway irn SJune cf 13497 Allian Salvera

- - -} - -2 Yo A e -~ i T - - s - .« - P g -~
Ned Then a.elcesd.....nad just been =2lected Liecterant 3SoVEILoX

.G Do 3ucceeded by operacion of iaw, Oof ccurse, <o becume

}..J
ot
(i
[
3]

irst fal

i

Sovernor of Texas in 1949. He xan for &
2. 195(0. I would think in 1950 under Allan Shivers' licader-
3rip and tne expansion and interest in the State Democratic

Farty, probably mors people were involved in precinct work and
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and things 1like that than ever before in the history of the
State of Texas. Then, just going one gtep further, in

1952 Allan Shivers and Ralph Yarborough opposed each other

in the first of two rather severe struggles for the Democratic
governorship in the State of Texas. And I think probably
these two individuals are, Allan Shivers as the conservative
and Ralph Yarborough és the liberal, perhaps that's where

the labeis iiberal-—-conservative really began and were

s5ust divided in two groups rather than moderates, iibexrals,

and conscrvatives.

PB: Since we are preparing these tapesz for the LBJS Library
and they may be referred tc by persons not roo familiar
with ouvr political system, can you explain just a bit adouc

5\95{%
the precincqﬂﬁn Texas? How it operates?

FD. Well, Paul, you know there's twc means of‘determining waa
the Democratic party will support for governor or Zoxr presideant.
One is kv the Presiderntial Primaries which manv scaces zave,

" you know. The other is the syster that we have in Texas
is by the firxst precinct convention and the a2lection by the
precincts of delegates to the county convention ard chen the
eléction by the county convéntion ofdelegates to the state

convention and then at the state convention levels, delegaces

t

¢ the National Democratic Convention are elected or selected and
the leadership is charged w:th the responsibility of putting

forth the platform and ideas of the Texas Party. And this is the
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system ,cnat we have in Texas that I think you were referring to.

PB: Tnat's right. Now in precinct conventions the convention
goes on record for some person who is known to be favorable

to a presidential candidate.

FD: That's generally right. They ..... the Precinct will vote

to elect a slate of delegates that will represent the ideas
of the majority of the members of that precinct convention
as to who they snould support—-—usually for governoxr ancd for

presidenz.

PB: Anc that makes the control of the precinct convention
eventually leads up to the control of the state convention;

therefore, that's a very important demccratic process.

FD: 1It's the most grass—-xroots level of politics that yocu
goutd have, I think.

e

PBE: OK, now that prings us by degrees up to the 1956 ccnvan-—
ticn. 3ut the way, Yyou are comparatively youngeyr than the

Praesident. Wnen did you first meet him?

FD: Paul, I had the orivilege of voting fox hixm in 1948 in

»is reace for the 3Senate.
25h: That was vour first vote?

¥5: No,sir, I had come out 0of the sexvice in 1945 fcllowirg
wWorld War II and voted for the first time. being 21, I was

2ligikble in the 1546 election. But this though, in 1948, was

really my second time to vote.
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PB: OX, and then go ahead from there.

FD: Well, I supported President Jonnson in the 1948 election,.
anc¢ I was then from Henderson County, Texas, that's where

my family lived, where I was born and raised, but I was
attending The University oi Texas Law School at the time.

1 did some work for the President back in my home county of
Henderson. And if I'm not mistaken, Henderson County went fox

President Johnson at that time.
PB: That was in the race for United States Senatoz?

FD: Yes, sir. That was nis race for the United States Senate.
Tc further my relationship with the President, in 1945 I

went to work as a iaw clexrk before I finished Law School wita

- - — 3 hd - - 2 ., - -

Laa of Looney, Clark, ana Morenead. ThatsBverett Looney,
trne late Everxett Looney, and, 2f ccurse, Ambassador Edward Claxk

both of those gentlemen had been loag-time friends and supportars

O

i the President. &And as I recall, the first +time I met the

o

rasicder.t, wno was then Senatcr, was around Chrisimas +time ofFf

]
(Y¢]

49, He was in Austin and came by myv law fizm's office and

®

ir. Looney brought nim in tne office tc meet the firm's new

lawvexr which rappened tc be me.

PB: Now, during vour tenure as a lawver, I believe that you
pecame fairly good friends with the then Mayor 9f Rustin, Mayox

Tom Miiler.

*D: Yes, sir. Mayor Tom Miller was one of the greatest friends

i, . - 1

that I've ever had, and I owe a great deal to Mayor Miller as

do the people of Austin. He took me under his arm as soxrt of
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& young iawyer and gave me a lot of advice, and I had many

wonderful hours of friendship with him including, I guess, the
last time before he got sick I went to California to the
Democratic National Convention in Los Angeles with Mayor Tom

Miller and Tom Miller, Jr.

PB: What yvear was that in?

PB: 19¢0. Then &as an attorney you alsc made some trips to
Washington and on some of those trips vou had contacts with
Senator Jonnson on cificial business. <Can you t2ll us.....Cc

ou recall anv of the specific COHtaCuS‘

k<

es, ¢ir. This was a tremendous experience ioxr i=.
Maycr Tom Miiler called Doren =Zskew who was then city attcxney
ané still is =& friend of mine, into his office over at Jity
Hall one aiternoon and said that he knew cf pending legisiation
in Congress that was going te be very important to the people
af Austin as - taxpayers and &s utility users. This dealc with

the pavyment by the Federal Goverament, ©Or the propcsed be)'s

8]
i
f el
=
1]
o]
rl

tr.2 Feceral Gevernment ci ninety per cent of cthe cost of
o ..V
relocating atilities whethez they be pi )14 privately owned

when they had to be movad or releocated because of the construction

Of the national system 9of interstate and defense highways.

(]

pelieve the highway act was passed in 1956 by Congress and
was subject to amendment in 1958 and this was an amendment that

was pending that the Mayor was guite interested in. And I
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represented some of the private utilities in Austin and Doren
Eskew represented the city. So Mayor Tom Miller called
Senator Johnson one afternoon and said that if.....you know
maybe first I'd better say to make my story complete that Mayor
Tom Miller was in the hide business in Austin among many

other things-—--being the director of a bank and having other
business interests—-but he was in the hide business and the
first thing he said to Senator Johnson when he called him,
says.....said, "Senator, I'm sending you two of the greenest
hides that I've ever had," and he mentioned Doren Eskew and my
names. But nevertheless, Mayor Tom Miller gave us our
instructions and took us out to the airport and put us on the
midnight flight, leaving here about 11:20 p.m., we arrived in
Washington about 5:30 a.m., and Senator Johnson?s staff met us.
We went by the hotel room, checked in, cleaned up, shaved,

dressed and went down to the Senator's office.
PB: And how about the bill?

FD: Well, this was one of the remarkable things about Senator
Johnson..... then.Senator Johnson, was his tremendous ability

to understand both proposed legislation and the people

that were going to have to pass it. And we arrxived in his

office about 9:30 and discussed the proposed legislation and

what it would mean, of course not just to the city of Austin

but to people through the country. And about 11 o'clock Senator
Johnson aﬁd his staff were working on it and that night by

9 o'c,.cheennn by 9 or 9:30 the bill was passed into law or passed

and sent to the President for his signature. And so I would say in
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less e wwelve nours a tremandous complex piece of lzylsliation
WasS Dol CoJeitner and actuaily passed by the Unitea States Senate

nrougn Tthe major efforts of Senator Jonnson.

23: That iegislation, incidentalily, saved the local taxpavers,

at least, considerable money.

;és, 3ir. It.....I don't know how many millions o dollars
that it saved 3ust the people in Austin alone, but I would say

it spproximates in the neighbornood of 1€ miilion doliars.

2B: Now, let's get back to that 1956 conventiorn wnich we've

been talking all around. Wnac was the issve irn thne 1356 conveacion
thac.....the fight £for control of the Jdeliegates in 19567

ro: ?2aul, to give you a comp late answer ©o thnat, and I don‘c

Went wo oe too wordy, sut I think we'd best go nack tec 1559

ce first time that Allan Shivers ran for Governor of tne State

<. Texas. Governor Shivers gave the state strong andé verv
Cavable Leadersnlp and he organized the Democratic Party well
aut had control of the Democratic Party in Texas from 1550 aad
aGain in 2952 to the precinct, the county ané state conventions.
Again in 1954. That was the last time Allan Shivers ran for
puwwolic oifice, I_believe, was 1954. 2né sc the leadersnip aad
cuntrui of the Democratic Party at the precinct level and

as the county level ané at the state level was definirtely

[

a

rh

wder The control o lan Shivers weil into the vear 1954.

Litex Allan Shivers decided not to run ageain for the

office of Governor, you recall tnat the race then in 19598

was a verv hotly contested race between then Senator Price sDaniel ,

wno resigned from the United States Senate to return to Texas

-0 seex the Governcr's office, anéd, of course, now our Senicr Sernatoc
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from from Teg;s, Ralph Yarborough. And so in 1956 the Shivers®
controlvwas in issue and President Johnson, because this beiﬁg
a presidential year and because President Johnson was then
senior Senator from Texas, the Johnson foilowing which T think

" was basically what I consider to be a moderate group made an
all-out effort to control the Democratic Party first at the
prgcinct,?iien at the county level, and then at the state level.

PB: Well, still we get back.....we need to get back to why

Shivers wanted control of the party in 1956.

FD: Well, I thinkthat Allan Shivers wanted to continue his
control on the Democratic Party in 1956 in order toc controi che

tate's position and delegation at the nationali convention.

P3: And to control who Texas voted for for President. Now my
recollection is that in the previous presidential slection with
Shivers in control they had approved a means by which Texas

Democrats could vote for the Republican nominee.

FD: VYes, sir. That was 1952 and you recall a rather heated
a2lection between the late Adlai Stevenson and then General
Eisenhower and we had.....we'd had the traditional democracts

in Texas that did not want to bolt the party or 4id not want to
crossvote and the Democratic Parfy control had a.....as I recail
the ballot was an unusually largejpne at that particular time

because of the many presidential nominees in different parties

0

n it, and as I recall there was one column Texans.....Democrats

Fh

or Eisenhower. 1In other words, you could vote the s+traight

Democratic¢ ticket or you could vote for the actual Republican
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nominees for President and Vice President by merely marking the
column that was especially designed to permit Democrats

to vote for Republican nominees without actually calling it

a Republican slate, so to speak. And as I recall further, in
1952 the State of Texas did go for General Eisenhowexr by a sub-

stantial margin.

PB: Yes. Now in 1956 when this confrontation came between
Shivers and Johnson for control of the Democratic Party,
who were the probable nominees of the party? Who had keen

talked about, do you recall that? I.....I'm.....

FD: Well, I think, Adlai Stevenson was still the, so to

Speak, the front-runner or leading candidate for the Democratic

anomination. As I recall, Péul, maybe Estes XKefauvex's name.....
I cthink there had been some investigations that had been

' giving him a rather prominent position on television, and I
think he was an aspirant tc that position. I think that
perhaps President Johnson was even mentioned at that time,

mavoe not for the Presidential nomination but maybe és a

0

nossible vice presidential timder. Aand.....but I think thac

Aclai Stevenson was prchabliy the front-runner with maybe Estes

»

Xefauver a possibility, but Jefinitely Adlai Stevenson was the
leaderx.
PB: Then Eisenhower would be seeking.....

FD: Yes, sir, of course, President Eisenhower would be

seeking a second term.
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P3: OK, now how did you get into this precinct fight, this

convention fignht.

-

FD: Paul, actually I had been attending precinct conventions
since 1550 and I'd been again in 1952 and again in 1954.

But the 1§56 precinct convention.....I was.....had moved into
precinct 230 which is the Casis School Precinct and.....

wmore commonly known as Casis School.....and I remembexr one
evening, ¢of course tnere was a lot in the newspapers about .
it, there was a lot of conversation among the Democratic

Party workers in our precinét where I had been a workex, there

s ot e X . . ._with
was a good bit.....there were some evening meetings

~ Various

mempers OL.....0r those party members residing in the precinct.

But as I recall, the way I became totally invoived, you might

'._l

say, was Mayor Tom Miiler called a meeting of many cf his JIriends
and friends of then Senator Johnson in his office dcowntown and
I went down about 8 o'clock one evening to meet with Maycr

Tom Miller. As I remember, those that were asked to be

there was derman Jones who was now & District Judge, I wecaill
Tenwr Granam, I believe Buck Avery was z1sSC therxe wWho Was &

iriend of Mayocr Tom Miller's., I think Tom Miller, Jx was

-~ g

Thers, Shaerman Birdwell was tnere, you Know Sherman at o b

Thne woinme

was 0N ThLe £Ta

bh

[ 47}

of President Johnson, and there ware severzl

others including some representaltives C

th

scme groups In Zasct
Austin. As I recall, also, there was & representeative cf tne

AFL-CIO present. His name I believe, was John McCully, he no

longer lives here, and I think he only lived here a short time,
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but I believe he was public relations man for the union,
and e was tnere. It was a group of.....and there were
several others there. I don't rememberrall..-..but all of

riends of Mayocxr Tom Miller and Senator Johnson.

PB: OK, what did you all decide at the meeting? What did you.....

'1]

O: Well. the decision was tc be made as to now to Ty

D put together an organization. that could win contzrol

¢ the precincts in Travis County which would give us, of

course, control of the Travis County Democratic Convention.
: and

And we had.....from that meeting we went out J\’;:.':11){»3(1fx,.arith

others, moderates, some conservatives, friends of Senator

Sohnson's, scme liberals,and we had a series of meetings

v

en in Mazvor Tom Miller's office 6If ané on Toxr sbout

rh

a weak., I would place that at about & montn before the
precinct conventicn. And we began to drzganize and get

fepresentatives in every precinct in Travis County.

2By I am sure the Shivers' people wera Jdoing tne szme

thing.
Po: Oh, ves, they wers organlizing. Ia fact we were Zeeting

simultaneously in some oi the same builéings in all Of thcse
ce...we were all pasically democrats so, just maybe some oI

one view Over another. Sc it was.....while it was very heated,
it was somewhat friendly in the fact that I can tell you
aboutr the precinct chairman nominees from my own precinct.

1f you'd like to hear about it.
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FD: Well, two individuals who are prominent real estate
men and have been for many years in Austin are Paul
Crusemann and Tom Graham. They are partnérs in a realty
company and other business interests and Paul Crusemann was
; the nominee of the democrats in our precinct favoring
Allan Shivers. Tom Graham was ttenominee for the democrats
in our precinct favoring then Senator Johnson. So you
can see that while we differed politically, businesswise

and otheiwise we were, of course, still friends.

PB: What interests me here is another thing. Where were

the Yarborough and Daniel supporters during all of this?

»*5: Wexl, Paul, really and truly, if you remember that
eliection in 1956, Price Daniel won over Ralpn Yarborough
oy, on, a little over 3,000 votes, and I think they were
out campaigning so much that ........trying to get votes,
that they really didn't have much time to help in this

Cawnbdy
precinct andlconvention, and state conventicn organizational.

work.

P3: OK, now, from the precinct convention, I understand that

you lost your precinct.

o
FD: Yes, Paul, we had almost six hundred people,turn out

in our precinct,and I had the privilege of serving as floor

leader for the democrats in favor of Tom Graham, and of course,

that meant in favor of Senator Johnson. The late Charies

Greene, Editor of The Austin Statesman, a fine friend of mine
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-and an adviser J

A and counselor of mine from time to time was in my precinct

and as well as some of the other individuals that I have
mantioned and we were abie to get 274 people in our precinct
there in fdvor of Senator Johnson but our opposition had
almost three hundred there, and we lost that precinct wnich

is a large voting precinct--we lost it by something over

twenty votes.

PB: But that meant that the entire delegate strength of

the precinct went to Shivers rather than to.....

FD: Yes, sir. At that time we didn't walk out or have
any rump convention. We stayed in the convention and.....

but the Shivers' delegation or sliate of delegates was elected

from precinct'230, and I was not a member of that delegation

tc the County Convention.

P3: But the county as a whole did go for Johnson as

i

remember.

FD: Yes, sir. Yes. sir. I believe that although it was
sort of a .....1t was close in the county convention. As =
recall the final results wexre well in favoxr of President

gonnson's delegates.....strength.

PB: O©OX. From this county conventicn now we go to thé state
convention. As I understand it, the Travis County was
carried as was many other counties by a coalition of the
moderates for Johnson, Johnson friends, labor, and the

1iD.. eceeee.50 called liberal factions.
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Prj

D: Pavl, I really think that President Johnson's strength
at that time really went beyond that. While it was
predominantly a moderate portimof the spectrum, you might
say, the President had a great many personal friends whoc

ware business leaders as well as liberai leaders, and

-

would say that it was a well balanced group. I think chat
those benind the President in 1956 covered, if you want to

classify them, consexrvatives, moderates and liberals.

PB: ©Did you goc tc the state convention which was held in

Dellzs?

FD: Yes, sir. I, through my friendship with Maycr Tom
grller, Mayor Tom Miller was successful in having me named

-=> aliternate, as I recall, to the convention,and I waat to

-

<he convention with Mayor Tom Miller. I did not have

[

<

ote at the convention, butr I 4id go.

?B: <Call you tell us any of the events which toox placs ac

tne state conventicn?

., again, was & rather heat2d convention. Ir fact,
suppose that it was cne of the most traumatic Jdeaocratec
surty experiences In the state tecause it did involve &
—ransfer of leadership of the democratic party to Senator
uOhnSOE; And, of course, outcoing Governor Shivers nad a great
many friends and fine democratic people there at the coavention

and they fought long, hard, and well but the President's,

then Senator Johnson's, forces were in the majority and 3did
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¢control the convention and did name a slate of delegates

TO éhe natiqnal convention that were friendly to him and voted
and passed and adopted some resolutions that were favorable

to Senator Johnson. And I believe he was made the chairman of

the delegation and perhaps even the Favorite 3on.

"PB: I believe tnat's right. He was nominataed as the
avorite Son. DO you know or do you recall what part Safie:...

Speaker Sam Raybu;xplayed in the.....
i

-

fD: Yes, sir. As I recall, Speaker Rayburn was.....had a great

influence. He spoke to the.....he addressed the Conventicn,

1t

believe, at one time during the convention, aad he, oI

rs&, was a very devout supporter of then Senatcoxr Joanson and

Q
(@)
ol

{

L personai iriend of the Senator's, and I think he aad =
g, 2at Geal to do with persuading a number of undeciced deiegates

¢ suwovort the Senator’'s position. And I think thac, furtnermofe,
L thzng that Speaker Rayburn nad many Zriends among the
CONSSLVATIVES , moderates and liberals and, thererfore.
ne likewise exercised considerable influence on the delegates

representing those raspeccive beliefs.

»3: I have heard it said that Mr. Raysurn weas instrumental
Y,

in persuvading Mr. Johnson to maxe this fight, wnich, of course,

re diéln't have to make. Hava you heaxd that?

FJ: Well, I think that Speakexr Rayburn was definitely an
influercing factcr. I just have always thought, without really

perscnally knowing, that Senator Johnson having had such a
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strong following in the State of Texas and more truly
representative of the entire democratic party, he was sort of the

natural heir apparent to the leadership of the Democratic

Party.
PB: Yes, and but that.....

FD: But Cpeaker Rayburn definitely, I think he was the motivating
factor, you might say, that caused the then Senator Johnson
to get into the Texas political arena and seek control of

the party.

PB: The Senator had one considerable setback at the stare

convention. Do you know about that? About the election of the

Naticnal Committeewoman?

¥o: Well I.....Paul, I'm.....my knowledge on that is
probably not as accurate because I really, as I said, I was
not there as a delegate, in fact, I was unable to be seated

on the floor at all times during the cocaventior. because

0y

g

there just wasn't enough rcom. And I may be not completeliy
familiar with what you're.....
P3: Mr. Derius, con one poiant, I beliewve the Sohrscn Zcrces

ost on one issue at that state convantion. Trat was the

issue of electing a National Commicteewcoman. Is that correct?

PB: Yes, sir. Paul, as I recall, again and this is, yocu know
twelve years ago and I'm sort of trying to remember averything

in the proper sequence, I believe then Senator Johnson supported

Mrs. Lloyd Benson who was the wife of a Congressman from down
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in the Vvalley for the position of Democratic Natonal
Committeewoman. And I think that most of the friends of the
President wénted her, but actually the..... when the vote

T

was finally taken and counted, Mrs. Frankie Randolph of
Houston was elected National Democratic Committeewoman.

PB: Mrs. Randolph, I believe, 1is notable in Texas

circles as a supporter of the Liberal candidates.

FD: VYes, sir. I think that she would .,hass historically

been classified as quote "a big liberal” quotes closed.

PB: Mr. Denius, from your long associations with the President,
we would be interested in any comment that you might have
concerning your contacts with him or any reminiscences that you

have concerning the President.

FD: Well, Paul, I have had many wonderful associations with
the President,and I feel that I have learned a great deal
from the President. One or two stories that I think might
be of interest. The first time that I walked\into the
Senator's office in Washington when he was Majority Leader,
‘he had a sign back of his désk that said, "If you're talking,
yoﬁrsnot learmming,"” and so I have, whenever I've had the
privilege of‘being around the President, I've been primarily

a listener and a learner. And I feel that through my association

with him I have greatly benefited in my outlook on life and my
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and respect Ifor my country and for my admiration
I think that the President
e

TrnLougnc
arnd respect for people generally.
wonderful outlook on life,and I wish that,people

has a
ne President informally, because I think it would be a

e :
throughbut the countxry could actually sit down and visit with
remendous experience for them like I've had those experi-
Association and

aul, I was serving as President oI tne

1959, p
County University of Texas Ex-Students®
had a great attendance at our March 2, you know

1
wie

the

ences. In
Travis
we had not
Texas Independence Day and Texas Exes meet
throughout the world on that day. We nhad not
a senioxr Senator
to be our guest

thhat's
averywhere

n&ad too great attendance and so I asked then

Zrom Texas and Majority Leader, Mr. Sohason,

lled the entire mezzanine floor of

on that

eakesr. And we fi
Driskill Hotel, and the President spoke to us

=2

the privilegs

again and the great personal

that introduction or introducinfmhim at

-+

rleasure of making

<nhat time.
ic, ana M

! Texas

and I

was riding down in the
associated with

remember he wa
e car
the

Then even

iront of a particular project, and there were
people that were supposed to be doing some work

T
s

in
President knew how to exercise authority at all

long story short,

) -
<

maxke

occasion, and I had
recall telling a story &bout the President.
waen ne was Director of the Nebiensd Youbh Adsw=soanine in
ss,

don't think he was perxrsonally toc

And I
in cthe early 30's or 320's before he went tc Congre
. Xéillam

X¢llam was

him-
resident, and so theyv stopped
som2 young

and tne
times and to
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e

ieased with the way that this work was being carried out so

I

& sent Mr. K¥llam out there to advise these voung people

‘that they had better get on with their business and do the

job right, and Mr. K&llam did so, and so the President latex
cnecked on them and foundé out that they still weren't obeving t©
rules that he had established,and I think he made a change in
leadership right then and there on the spot, and I think that
this is an illustration that the President likes to see anvy

Sob that is begun completed properly and then the Presidentc
has always wanted to have Mrs. Johnson recognizad as certainly
a partner of his in all of his endeavors, and ne was most

proud that Mrs. Johnson was an ex-student o

rh

The University
of Texas and a graduate of The University of Texas and 2

[

member of our Association and he always frequeantiy mentions
tais. And I am very proud t©O say that he.....President Johnson
is a life mempber of fhe Ex-Students' Association and his

name s¢ appears on the role of Life Members.

Qa_\\Q 1
?B: How was it that he,himself.....an ex-sthdent by marriage

z something.....

fD: Yes, sir. He always referred to himself as.....by

be
1}
th

oseration of marriage an ex-student of The Universicy o Te
a~nd, of course, you recall later that he dida receive an
Honorary Degree from The University of Texas and nhas bdeen

one of the very few in the histoxy The University of Texas

tc receive an Honorary Degree.

P83: Mr. Denius, I was quite interested in what you said a

http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh
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few moments back about people who have had personal contacts
wi.th Mr. Johnson--the effect he has on them. Could you possibly
elaborate on that because it is certainly a comment that

very many people have made and to a person who does not

kncw him it is rather difficult to grasp just what is

meant by it.

ri

D: Well, Paul, I think that there are not as many leaders
among the people of the world as there really should be.

And President Jonnson is one of those individuals who has the
gift of leadership but he nhas the endurance and enthusiasm to
actually implement his leadership and I think that when you have
a persondal conversation with the President you cannct help

but be magnetically attracted to his persuasion on any

gtven point. And I think that the personal experience that

]

ar. talking about is that he has the ability as a leader

To motivate those fpeople with whom he is associated with ox
wlth whom he has on his stzff or.....and things like this.
a-d this is one of the qualities of true leadership and

=6 I think that the personal relationship that you have wita
the President you have to be near him to appreciate and
cnderstand and you might say determine his capaule enthﬁsiasm

and experience and good judgment.

PB: Mr. Denius, by way cf wrapping upz this talk, are there any
personal comments that you would like to make?

.\D&\l—\ ~
FD: ., First, of course, I would like to thank you for asking

me to participate in this project and to try to pe helpful

. by e .- -
xn describing some of the occurrences and events that I was
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nersonally familiar with. But really, in conclusion, other
than thanking you, I want toc just take the liberty of
making one or two final comments about President Johnson.

I consider him to be a great man and one of our greacest
Presidents. 1 guess history will.....only time and history
will determine what position he will occupy as one of

the Presidents of tnese great United States, but I personally
think that he antered public office, ne's been devoted to
serving tha people and to his country, and I'm aiways, you
might say, deeply impressed when the President says that

ne is first an American and in any thing he does or tThinks, and

H

I think that this is a great attribute and I think that he nas

i

icent job o

Fiy

Jdune a magni leading our country begianing in
963 in a time of tragedy througn some rathex twoublesome and
,SOWLInG vears, you might , ifo0¥ our country and vet I

Teing his leadership will goc down not only &s beirg one Of

ey

our gre

e}

T presidents but neing one of the greatr leaders oOF

dcr country ever since he began to sexve

4]

ur country, and

+

-
=
[

lasT greatly apprecizative 0% the fact that I nave koowh

r..m and have been able to call hinm my <Iriend.

R
w

Thaak you, IFrank Denius. You'wve been very aelipful.
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