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INTERVIEW I

May 14, 1969

DATE: -

 INTERVIEWEE: o HERBERT JENKINS

" INTERVIEHER: v o ’f:: T HARRI BAKER | , ‘

~ PLACE: . | | o Chief Jenk1ns off1ce, Po11ce Headquarters,,‘
T At?anta Georg1a BT .

- Tape 1 of 1’ ' | )

: B:f' Th1s is ‘the 1nterv1eW‘w1th Herbert Jenk1ns, ch1ef of p011ce of AtTanta,  ;i

-  tGeorg1a. Chief of police since 1947, I believe, sir.

contact wlth him

AYes, sir.

: j,Slr, did you have any contact w1th Mr. Johnson before the m1d 19605, that :
s, ‘when he was a senator and a vice pre31dent? |

:‘: No. I never, met Mr Johnson until Tater years. Of course, I knew who o

_he was through the news media:and so forth, but I neVer had any personal

: :‘That wou]d app?y even to his’ act1v1t1es while he was vice pre51dent,
as chairman of the Equa] 0pportun1t1es COunc1]? |

: No, I d1d not have personal contact. The f1rst time I recall éee{ng

"~ Mr Johnson was dur1ng the campa1gn, when he was running W1th Jack ~

Kennedy for pres1dent They ran a spec1a1 train through the country,
- and he came through here and stopped over at the Term1na] Stat1on, and
,made a speech one n1ght. [That] was the f1rst t1me that I ever met ‘
~ him personal]y: ,
- That was in the 1960 campaign?

Yes, sir.
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see that.things went smooth1y, and 1t d1d go very smooth. He made a

Jenkins -- I -- 2~

'Mr; Jenkins, did;thatvrequfre any unusual police precautions?f“'

';,NeIT yes, to the ektent?thet thehe's a‘nationeIVPOIitical campaigh

on and one of the 1ead1ng candldates was coming here to make a speech '

It was very nlce that he’ d1d 1t from the back of the tra1n, al] the

; fsecurlty had to be 1n the railroad yard. It wasn t 11ke 1f he had

‘ 'traveJ1ed any p]ace. So we had an amp]e number of po]1ce on hand to

veny good speech

: ﬁbDurlng the fo11ow1ng years, the CTV11 r1ghts act1v1ty had become v'

1ncreas1ng1y 1ntense, and: I know'that Mayor AT]en of Atlanta test1f1ed L

) before the COngress on the 1963 CIV11 r1ghts proposa]s and test1f1ed
Sine favor of the pub11c accommodations and so forth |

T thlnk Mayor ‘Tvan A]Ten was the f1rst mayor of a major city to
.publicly endorse the C1v11 nghts ‘Act wh1ch was eventua11y passed in
1964,

‘Yes. And what [ was go1ng to br1ng about, 51r, was did he confer w1thv«'

‘d; you about its effect on the c1ty, from the po]1ce standpoant, befere

~he d1d.that test1fy1ng? |
Well, we were exper1enc1ng, here, demonstrat1ons, qu1te Tengthy

- demonstratlons. There was qu1te an ag1tatlon go1ng on by the c1v11

rights Teaders that Dr. Mart1n Luther K1ng was 1ead1ng And 1t ,_"

"started over Tunch counters and restrooms, and had been . .[; .

,(Interrupt1on)

'. We]], of course, there was vehy much concern to the c1ty and to the

po]lce;department‘ We had grave respon31b111t1es there. The bu51ness'
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people were very much 1nterested because if there s anyth1ng that
7.para1yzes bus1nesses, 1t s a demonstrat1on or a r1ot as’ you we]l
lknow. That was before the days of the so—ca]]ed r1ot., That was Just
demonstret1ons It was genera11y peecefu] except 1t para]yzed the f[}d
:‘operation And, of course, we' d1scussed those th1ngs every day and
,:jeVeny night The Nayor and the Ch1ef of Po11ce were a1ways on the '
B ffiring'Tine We never ‘hesitated. He'd move r1ght out there 1n
dlefront : | | | T n
‘ And of course we thought at the time that we needed some ass1s— |
tance from the federaI government because, we had local peop]e that
e was te111ng us, "I'd be g1ad to start serv1ng Negroes if you order me
vto.“‘ Well, ‘the state 1aw proh1b1ted it, and you had a streng fee11ng'
. on the ether s1de to. ma1nta1n the status quo And I certa1n1yfagreed Td d
- with the Mayor a’ hundred per cent that the nat1ona1 Cengress . . . ned
’wneeded a federa] Taw. We needed gu1dance We needed them to say,. l
- "This is the law, and th1s 1s the way we go," whatever 1t was. And
~[we] had many d1scuss1ons a]ong that Tine. . Of course, I can't speak
for the Mayor, but he came to the conc]us1on that, "We're go1ng to
1 meet this head—on, and we're go1ng to do the r1ght, legal, decent
‘th1ng, and we need some he]p from the federa] government ". So he
o test1f1ed before the committee. ’ A R
}_:B;‘ .As I gather, before then you “had- a]ready taken cons1derab]e str1des Co
| 1n that d1rect1on Th1s pe]1ce force was 1ntegrated consxderably k

V,before that, was it n0t7«

¥



LBJ Presidential Library
http://www:lbjlibrary.org

ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT : More on LBJ Library oral histories:

Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781] ) http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

 Jenkins == 1 == 4.

Yes, in 1948. Gf course, there had been d1scuss1ons over a per1od

'of years, way back as far as 1933 or 1934, 1 was deta11ed as an a1de

" to the Mayor, who at ‘that time was James L Key, and the d1scuss1on of

Negro pol1ce was brought up often. And I reca11 one t1me, there was 1‘»?'

he employ Negro police.. He told them that the1r request was a good

| request, but it couldn't be done at that t1me, we had to educate both
‘the white and the Negro people to this po1nt, and that he wou]d he]p B

them with it, and when the time come, ‘to come back, and he would empioy 1‘d, |

Negro po11ce - o ) f

-After they 1eft, he sa1d to me that he was gett1ng to be an o]d

‘man and he'd never 11ve to see it, but me, be1ng a young po11ce off1~ ; l»
| cer, chances are I'd have to work w1th Negro po11ce, and I shou]d be .

4 prepared to prov1de some of the leadersh1p, wh1ch was a great he]p to

me fifteen years 1ater._ The request had gained strength and 1t was

: addemand‘to empioy'Negro police. ~In the meant1me, I had stud1ed the‘("

- problem, and . I came to the conclusuon that there was a Job for a-

' 7A‘Negro to do 1n~]aw enforcement Therefore, I recommended we employ

Negro pol1ce. We moved into it in 1948.
Then, sir, on 1nto ‘the s1xt1es, after the passage of the 1964 act

and on into Mr. Johnson 3 pre51dency D1d the federal government,u‘

- the nat1ona] government, part1cu]ar1y the Just1ce Department, g1ve you

assistance 1n preparat1ons cont1ngency plans, for possible demonstra» -

tions, this kind of th1ng?

.

“a de1egat1on of Negro c1tizens came to see him with the request that a~sz;',"t‘
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th: well all dur1ng these years from that t1me, dur1ng this t1me, and 1n '
years to fo11ow, this department always had a very good reTat1onsh1p A,,d_f—'~'
: w1th the U.S. Just1ce Department We exchanged 1nformat1on we worked
'together, part1cu1ar1y with. the Federal Bureau of Invest1gat1on and
. the u. S Attorney General's 0ff1ce ‘We worked w1th them very c1ose1y.
B:  Who, particularly in the Attorney General's off1ce, d1d you werk w1th?
| Jt o Part1cu]ar1y Ramsey C]ark - Well, even before that of course when ,
o Bobby Kennedy was attorney genera] and then Mr. Katzenbach and then
[ Mr. Ramsey Clark of course Mr. Clark" was attorney genera] k1nd of at
‘the end of the th1ng, when the rlots and a]l started, and add1t1ona] N
}[1naud1b1e]. I had .more contacts w1th Mr. C]ark than any of the others,
because of the tense situation and the opportun1ty that I had And then, o t
in 1965, I was pres1dent of the Internat1ona] Assoc1at1on of Ch1efs of
,Pollce, which put me further out in the nat1ona] scene, rather than u'
the 1oca1 scene. |

- B: How effect1ve was the Federal Commun1ty Relat1ons Serv1ce wh1ch was |

'=‘estab]1shed 1n these years?

" J:- Well, those things of course was a new approach. Thefe was an‘awfulhihh

-?,7’ lot of people that(you was having to deal with that fa?ered its there ~

| ~'.,wa5'a 1et-that opposed it. You had a 1arge group that wanted to hold

\ = on to the status quo, part1cu1ar1y in th1s part of the country And,
‘after a11,~1t had been segregated for a hundred years, and’there was
many that thought the old system worked pretty goed and didn't;want any
.changes,‘ Se you had a lot of conflict there. But I think‘the federaii-.f

government's leadership, in theory, in this thingvtook the right approach
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' ‘end moved in the right'dfrection‘ ‘The'Civfl‘Rights Aet of 1964, I‘”;‘
know 1oca11y, ‘gave us more re11ef than any other one th1ng that hap-
pened, because ‘when they passed the Civil R1ghts Act of 1964 making

‘ pub11c accommodat1ons ava11ab1e to all people, that rea11y re11eved our
problem It became a federal 1aw that th1s shou]d be done
h‘B:: ;You were hav1ng s1t~1ns that w1nter pr1or to that here, I belleve..}” |
“, J: ;Oh we had some rough sit-ins here that went on' -for weeks.. we had to heheix
“make a lot of arrests. There was very few. conv1ct1ons 1n most of those _H”
r:arrests because it was non~v101ent, but it rea]ly created turmo11 and
;prob1ems. But then when ehe Civil Rights ‘Act that‘made pub11c accom- :
" modations a%ai]eh]e:fOr evehybody [was enaeted]'then, genera11y,.eveny-
 body that;was~for law. end order acéeeted'it and Qefheht’from there‘
hB: ‘Was it that easy? It seems to be, Just from what I recall of - read1ng
vthe papers at the time. At]anta seems to have, from that t1me on, ;
, k‘had a remarkably good record of ‘that k1nd of thlng - R
"~ J:  Well, again, you ‘had' the 1eadersh1p here Both the wh1te and Negro ‘
fleadersh1p ‘was. work1ng together There was a good commun1cat1on They
were trying to find an answer to this th1ng o |
They had already come te the conc1us1on that the rxght th1ng to
do was to make.qu11c:accommodat1ons ava11ab1e te‘a11 people, regard- |
less of'hace,‘creed‘or color. Now the 1eadership, partich?ar]y the
' 1eadersh1p prov1ded by Mayor Allen and Mayor Hartsf1e1d had a]ready

. set the stage for this. But the fact that: there was a state law that *

~krequired segregatioh put AtTanta in a rather comp]ex posit1on, because '

' thelettitude of the state government was‘to hold on to what you have
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~and don t change anyth1ng, and the c1ty government was try1ng to -
- change. That s where the rea1 conf]xct comes. Then when the federa] -
B - government come along. and says, “Th1s is 1t. Thxs 15 the 1aw," then
f,jthatre11eved'the s1tuat1on But the fact [was] that the c1ty of
Atlanta, and the. 1eadersh1p here, and ‘the pub11c off1c1a1s was a]ready
‘t*,prepared and adjusted, and we were for -it. A | ' o
"B:ﬁ 'Nhen_the 1eadership‘bf At]anta isupraised, it’ushaily includes the‘:
(lmay'o:r?, and the -police ’fo‘rce, 'and'the newspépérs'. Do you share“that‘

‘opinion, too, with the newspapers, the - ggggngl_and the Const1tut1on? 1;,’ |

. J:V;~We11 1 don’t think there 3 any quest1en about it. The news med1a is .
a very 1mportant part of~the power structure., Maybe that s not a good~d‘
term, but I don't know of any. other thing tocall it except the power }
structure, that is, the people that does the th1nk1ng, and rea]]y does
- some plann1ng, and calling the s1gna1s whzch way we re headed NeT] v
"after a¥1 the news med1a can carry that" message to more peop]e over- -
‘3’n1ght than the maycr could carry’ to them 1n ages. / o , B
, B:”d Ralph McG1T1 is usua]ly g1ven a great deal of the cred1t for thxs.'.‘
'_kJ;r Well, I don' t thwnk there § any quest1on that Ra]ph McG111 deve]oped
: zd'early, and he s a typical southerner.’ But he saw the injustice in ‘: (
’] what was being done, I think.’ He deVeloped a sympathet1c understandingvf»"
"‘;andvappreqiation of the Negro,and his problem;‘énd hé Went right'dbﬁn, B
_the Tine. ;He never.hesitated,dand he nevef'1ooked back once he'decidéd.f'
And;'frénkly, I know pérsoﬁa11y Ralph McGill pfobably‘had éstmuch "j
"}infTuence on my'thinkﬁhg and my attion,'othér than my immediate fami1y:,’f.d

~and the Mayor, than any other person here.
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'v‘ufB: Is that a personal 1nf1uence you mean, sir? Not Just through h1s o
J edwtorials but .you knew him and ta]ked to him persona11y7 7
- Ji Well, 1 knew Ralph McG1]1 persona]]y before the c1v11 r1ghts issue ever
| "'came up. I knew h1m personal]y and had been reading hxs art1c]es over 4
:‘a period of years, and I had a great ‘deal of adm1rat1on and respect foridf?
his ab111ty to th1nk and his’ ability to get the r1ght answer, and then
Ai to write it down. Then the civil r1ghts movement was Just one of ‘the o
“:th1ngs that went r1ght into that program, and 1t made it very easy for’
me to understand- and follow it. ; N | ‘
; B; Did you have a personal ne]at1onsh1p w1th Mart1n Luther K1ng, Jr ?
dJ: | Oh, yes. I ment1oned in 1935 when there was a comm1ttee of peop1e that'
| came to see the Mayor at that txme, Martin Luther K1ng, Sr. was one of
d the people that 'was in that group So I've known Dr.. K1ng, Sr., for
many years. In fact he'd been a personal fr1end<yfm1ne. ‘T squght his B
Aadvfce,»dnd hevsought my-adv1ce on many prob]ems of the day't And Ik |
- knew Dr. Mart1n Luther King, Jr. when he was Just a teen«ager, used to
see h1m around.. But. I don' tereca11 ‘much about him unt11 he;went to
",Montgomeny | S o -
an The bus boycott?
"e“J:j Yes. Of course durlng that time h1s father was veny much concerned '
’.about his welfare, and he ta1ked to me on many occas1ons about his
: son's welfare and danger, the th1ngs he was going through 1 ta]ked to :
; Jun1or on more than one occas1on, and h1s father was very anxzaus for .
" him to leave Montgomery and come back to At]anta. He was gett1ng a lot

",of threats, and there was some danger there.
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. That was one of the motives? His father believed that he could be
;.‘better protected hefe?“ - | BT ;_A }, ”
s Oh"yes. ‘His fathef‘was;realTy concernedvfer hié‘]ife~ I”ta1ked to~ o
. Ah1s father. on severa] occasions, and I talked to Jun1or on one occas1on.
: AAnd of course, T was gett1ng some 1nformat1on about the 1nqu1r1es that
 were being made and.other things. I had~some jdea. And I to]d Jun1or f““
'e'thaf he was in a dangerqus posi§foﬁ.. His father Wasvvery,frank,.afra1d

“that he'd never come out of there alive, and there was some reason for

~ thinking that.

- What was young Dr K1ng s react1on to that?

,Ne11, I talked to him w1th h1s father, on more than one occas1on of

the great danger and [that} he ought to. con51der maybe abandon1ng that
project. But there s where 1 developed a 10t of respect for K1ng, Jr.
He convinced me," then that he was perhaps the most ded1cated person :

that I've ever talked to. He recognized the danger. He,recogp:zed~

- what he thought was the need to do what'he was;dding,'and he‘wesvpre;‘ f: i

e<e(pared to continue to carry it to the end, come what may. And if it )

took h1s life to do that, he was prepared to g1ve 1t.rVI meen,'that L

" was the 1mpress1on I gathered | ‘
~ Even back there, that would have been in. the Iate f\ft1es? -
‘Late f1fties. Oh, yes. That's r1ght ~ And then, of course, after

. that, I d see h1m on many occasions, up unt11 he was k111ed

You know, one gets the. 1mpress1on, Jjust from read1ng about 1t that

"Dr. King, . Jr was k1nd of r1d1ng a wh1r1w1nd 1n the sense that Negroes,

-generally, and’even some of the other people in the Southern‘Chr15t1an
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Leadership Conference, were forever pushing him into ahTittTe more

extreme acts. Is that a correct impression from yodr'knowTedge?~7*‘v

- 1 think it's exactly r1ght, particularly in. recent years Now beck

7at the bqycott, when the boycott started in Montgomery, and then 1ater Vhr,l'[f

‘” he came on back to AtTanta after they were successfu] there. ;He‘came'

back‘to Atlanta and 11ved here. He 1ed the demonstrations onAthe’sit;}f7

- ins at the restaurants;'and he was arrested several times e]ohg‘with a

| group" But *again, there WasvneVer any problems, as far as thefpd1ice o

was concerned, w1th a group 1f Dr. K1ng was leadxng it. Because I knew

him and respected h1m.' He knew me and respected me, and he didnftﬁoihd .

~telling us in advance,.“We've'got to go into this store today and sit

down. Now, you‘veiprobab]y got to arrest us." ‘But'therefwasdunder_

| - standing and cooperation end no problem. ‘At‘thetbtime,41'think Dr.

King‘was.tru]y'the 1eader. 'TheQNegro had a common cause that theyi‘f

could unite behind, and they did and they followed him. Now in later

 years, I don't*think thefe's'any question that the more mi]itants put '

' pressure on h1m constantly, and he was constantly under pressure to

abandon his non- violent approach and become rougher

I believe you must have also seen Stokely Carm1chae1 s career from ,"

- very near]y its beg1nn1ng, because he was headquartered here in At]antav

ifor some t1me.v

" Oh, yes. Well, my f1rst relat1on with- the Student Non—V1o1ent

Coord1nat1ng Comm1ttee that was organ1zed here in At]anta and South

' Caro]1na, for the main purpose of desegregat1ng publlc accommodatfon-—

~‘there was a fe]?ow named Lonn1e King, who is now the Tocal pres1dent

10
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- of the NAACP here--but he’was a student‘out ef‘the uniVersity,'not
related to Dr Mart1n Luther K1ng He was cha1rman of th1s comm1ttee,
-.and worked w1th Dr. King and the other 1eaders dur1ng this per1ed
,But then a]ong, I guess, ‘in the ear]y 51xt1es .'.?.',V we]1 even back
then, James Foreman was the head of the- Student Non-Vlolent Coord1nat1ng |
'Comm1ttee, and that ‘was the t1me that that organ1zat1on real]y changed«f“A
its course. And- I~pub11c]ytstated;at that t1me«that the Student Non-
Vio]ent Coordinating Committee had fa]]en into‘the hands of irrespone’,
ysfs1b1e leaders, one James Foreman, and it was’ now the Non-Student _
Violent Comm1ttee ‘And 1t was demonstrated r1ght here in At1anta at’
some restaurants Then after a coup]e of - years James Foreman was the‘vw
chairman of SNCC and then Stokely Carm1ehael'took‘h1s place and became
“the chairman,‘and}of course it moved ar]ittle'furtherrin‘the directfon"
- ofrabandoning“their'non~vib1ent.approach. . Of course;rcarmichaelvcame |
in here-and 1ed*a demonstratien'that-deveieped’the first»so-caT]ed riot.
‘We had street fightings and throw1ng of bottles here fbr two or three
days, and Carm1chae] 1ed that thzng of course, he moved in and moved
~out. Then later- he was 1nd1cted here by the grand jury. |
g ‘(Interrupt1on) | 3
~B:  Would that be a reference to the 1967 riot?
J:  Yes, that's right. | | |
'B:  Did you ever d1scuss with Dr. K1ng, Jr., these more m1]1tants and h1s -
| re1at1onsh1p to them’ |
J: Not to a great length. Mayor A11en d1scussed them with h1m qu1te a bit.

I had more dlscuss1ons with Senior than I did w1th Junior. And of

11
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~ course i gathered there'was a little difference in opinion even'__t

- between the father and the'son,'because Senior was trying to put on

- the brakes and s]ow.the'thing_down,.and Junior was leading it. And

~my conversation was more with Senior than it was with Junior. -

Yes; I_guess'there WOU]d‘be;-if nothing else, a kind:of genenation gap .

“there between the:two of them.

, had to put on- extra po]1ce protect1on for a]] of these Negro 1eaders? -

: . That's right.-

: ~_A tangentia] question to this: one wou]d assume that you probably

"_[Were there] threats aga1nst ‘their lives and so on?

. “Not to0. much because dur1ng those periods of time, there was a 1ot -dt

of anonymous .telephone calls; there was a lot of note wr1t1ng and

| threaten1ng. The Mayor and Ch1ef of Police, along with the other

 leaders of the'c1v1] r1ghts movement,,was getting threats. But we

never took ‘that -too. serious ~ We didn't ignore it, or over]ook'it

We'd take what we thought was necessary precaut1onary measures, but

7 didn't 1nc]ude .a.lot of . personnel

_Dur1ng those ‘years, did your pos1t1on here in Atlanta where many of

these groups were headquartered put you in the pos1t1on of be1ng

-': called on for adv1ce by . the Justice Department? = For example, d1d any- -

one from the Attorney Genera] S off1ces ever ask you for what was go1ngh

on W1th .these groups? .
On many occasions. And of course, the FBI part of the Just1ce
Department, a]ways tr1ed to keep up with these act1v1t1es; They had

one or two men assigned'here to keep ub with it, and:they made their

12
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reports. Of course, we had two or three deteotives that a]waysb-

"tried to work with both groups. We'd try'to have an informer in the '

Klan meet1ngs and we'd also have meet1ngs with the c1v11 rights peo-

| ﬂpll -This c1v11 r1ghts movement at that time, was really com1ng from
' un1vers1ty center. You}know, the un1vers1ty center here, there.s six

1col]eges, and;it'smreported to be the largest'center of higher educa= -

tion for Negroes in the wor1d; Much ofqthat:planning came from out’

“there. .And of course I was in contact with them, and on many occasions

Did this also involve thinés such as undercover informers within thé',’
c1v11 r1ghts groups? N

well, we a]ways tr1ed to have: someone c]ose enough to them where they
cou]d keep up. w1th what they was do1ng And .of course even-the news

media, they tr1ed to attend a]] ‘the meet1ngs that they cou]d and get

- a pretty good report of it, and the Justice Department had peop]e

Then later, the Army .Intelligence and the Navy Inte111gence got 1nto

'1t We had people around here . . . ..

: Was that‘after'the*riots?'

Yes. That was most]y after the=disturbance in 1967 ;

I wou]d assume that was because, after then, the m111tary began to

" develop its cont1ngency plans for hand11ng riots and, therefore, needed

'some intelligence.

In the summer of 1967, of course, the Un1ted States Army was ca]]ed in,.
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- that all has to be c]eared with the Justice Department, see, SO that
<~’rea11y put them 1nto it more so.

: Str, you ment1oned the FBI. This js a matter of some controversy. 'r;

There have been stor1es about the re]atlonsh1p with the FBI--and

: ‘even Mr. Hoover himse]f—-to Dr. K1ng, Jr., and hus group And some ‘

people have even used ‘the ‘term ”vendetta“ in connect1on w1th that o

'You'd-11ke to have what I know about it and my thoughts on 1t?1

Sure would. -

“Ne11, 1 have'no‘seCrets;v F1rst let me say I've been a great adm1rer ;
Aof Mr. Hoover s,.d. Edgar Hoover, for. forty years. ' I~th1nk perhaps, ‘*
Mr. Hoover contr1buted as much or more to good 1aw enforcement 1n th1s .
~ nation in.the-last forty years than any other man, and 1 ve rea11y o

'been a supporter of: h1m and a friend of h1s through these years.:‘But S

he never did qu1te adopt to'all the changes ‘that was go1ng through

. the country, I d1dn t think. There .came a time when the re]at1onsh1p

‘between he and T was a 11tt1e bit stra1ned In 1965 I was pres1dent,

of IACP and 1 ca]led on’ Mr. Hoover, had a’ very nice v1s1t w1th him,

“and in that conversation, he was extremely bitter. In that he was

.bitter'atfthree'peop]é:' ftrst Quinn Tamm [who] had formerly‘been anf'

assiStant to Mr. Hoover.‘ Then in 1961, or 1962, I was on a conm1ttee~

of three that persuaded Qu1nn Tamm to retire from the FBI and become

fexecut1ve director of IACP wh1ch was our organ1zat1on.A And Mr.
“~Hoover--that s rea11y what he was ta1k1ng to me ~about, about Mr. Tamm-— ’
‘was very bitter towards Mr. Tamm. |

- Is that,T-A—M, sir?

14
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’JE,' T-A-M-M In thaf conVersation, he must have ta1hed for'en‘hour_or:;f
'? more. But there was three peop1e there: Quinn Tamm, Bobby'Kennedy, :
;and Martin Luther K1ng He was as b1tter towards those three people e
" as anybody I've ever seen. ‘,' h
'Biii He and Attorney Genera] Kennedy had had a much pub11c1zed d1spute over A
the use of electronic- surveillance. - | L
fd: ' Yes. T knew'that there was some conflict between the two, or some }‘ |
d1sagreement, because there .had been- some pub]1c1ty on it.. But again, 3
for 1nstance, when we desegregated the schools here in At]anta in 1962,
that got‘a lot~of'nat1ona1~pub11c1ty, and that's where I first met Tom
* Johnson. Tom' Johnson came from the Macon paper up here to cover that
thing, and there was news med1a from all over. the world here, dur1ng
this occasion.:” It'was given a 1ot of attent1on, because 1t had been :
V’said by many- that this must not be perm1tted in At]anta, because as
| Atlante goes, so goes the South 'S0 it rece1ved a. ]ot of attent1on
| But,the oay came thet,we integrated the schools, and there was no prob;~of
lem. nIt‘worked c?f very}snooth~ ‘And the first teleohone cell I hed~‘x‘
that morn1ng, after the schoo]s had been integrated was from Bobby
B Kennedy, who was attorney general at that time, and [he] congratu1ated .
Cus. | .' | | |
k <I,hadvbeen in contact with him~prior to that time [ebOUt] any "~o;
- assistance.that he cou]d'give' ’He sent various nepresentetiVes henei»
- to keep up with what was going on and see 1f he could be of any assis-
- tance and there was rea?]y no difference in op1n1on, as far as I could

tel1, between Bobby Kennedy and the_Mayor‘and the U.S.,Just1ce '
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Department and he>and'the~poltce department. VWehwere wdhking‘foh o
the same things;, Mr. Hoover never qu1te agreed w1th that. ‘See, there
" were differences there. | o | B
- Then somet1me pr1or, the summer before, I th1nk of my VlS1t
.w1th Mr. Hoover 1n 1965 Dr Mart1n Luther King had pub11c1y cal]ed on .1}i
- the Justice Department to prOV1de more protect1on for he and some of
his people who were: be1ng threatened and was’ rather cr1t1ca1 of Mr.yt}-".
Hoover and “the FBI. That s when Mr. Hoover had h1s we]] known 1nter-
V1ew, you know, where he pub11c1y ca]]ed Mart1n Luther K1ng the b1g-
| gest 11ar 1n<the nat1on. That rece1ved a lot of pub11c1ty. Well,
I - it was a few months after that that I' was vzs1t1ng w1th Mr, Hoover, t
when he was express1ng h1s unhapp1ness with these three part1cu1ar
people. - ‘! o
B Mas there ahyfjustificatton inEDr. King, Jr.'s charge aboUt’the FBI

in the South? There are those who say that becauSe the FBI hes td ;

maxnta1n such c]ose re1at1onsh1p with local 1aw enforcement off1cers,_h
[
- that it had not been as aggress1ve in c1v11 r1ghts matters as it cou]d

- have been. - ,' : 'é, ’ '
R f‘we11 rea11y, I' don't have enohgh 1nformat1on to know what the conver— ;'
: sat1on and what the problems were between Dr. King and the bureau to
make a statement,on it. Because I know the demands were there, and Dr._,
~ﬂK1ng felt that, perhaps, he was a nat1ona1 figure and shou]d have
nat1cna1 protectTon, because he was moving over the country. But when
he was 1n Atlanta, and most]y through his father, any t1me that they

thought they had an unusua1 threat or were d1sturbed we never hes1tated

http://www.lbjlibrary.org "~ Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781] http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh -
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to send the 10ca1 po]xce and we'd go along wzth them But when they

left the city 1im1ts, we didn't go. Ne'd Teave them at the c1ty 11mtts, o

‘eitsee, and meet them at. the a1rport and things of that k1nd

0f. course, we had Negro p011ce It wasn t much of a problem.nflf . L

‘Vthey ca]led and said, "Look, we ve got troub]e,“ we]] we'd Just send

two Negro detect1ves, and they d go out there and stay all. day and a]]

"‘n1ght if necessary. o

P]a1n-c]othesmen?

Well, we used-both. Me used both If 1t was more des1rab1e to use -

.p]axn c]othesmen, why, [we dxd ] But we had a good re]at10nsh1p.» And
; aga1n that's why the Negro p011ce ‘and the Negro detect1ves was most o
o ‘helpful to us, because they were the same co]or, and they cou1d go r1ght ;l;

in there w1th them, see.

D1d Mr..Hoover s bitterness aga1nst Dr.eK1ng, Jr . ]ead h1m 1nto
excesses? For: examp]e, I've heard stor1es about attempts by the FBI

to bug meet1ngs of the Southern Chrmst1an Leadersh1p Conference, and .

"~ so on.

Well, again, I don't~know what . al]‘happened-there;‘ I know,;after Dr.l

King had pub11c1y cr1t1c1zed the FBI and Mr. Hoover had pub11c1y

.excor1ated Dr. K1ng, that certainly evenybody that was 1nterested read . . A:

those things and was fam111ar wlth 1t And what effect 1t had on the «

bureau, I don t know. 1 do know that sometime at a later date--and

i_aga1n, we had a good relat1onsh1p with the loca1 FBI agents. We never o

had any‘secretsifrom them, we'd te]1 them anyth1ng we knew, and appar-' :

“ently they'd tell us anything they knew. It was a good re]atienship.'
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On more than one occasion; I'd have somebody'in this department say

to me,_"One of the FBI agents suggested'to'us last night that Dr. King

'_ and a ]ady, or a'woman, was in a certain room in a certa1n hotel, and ::.

suggested we m1ght want to go out and Took in on it or ra1d the place

'And of course, we didn' t subscribe to that kind of act1on

'I ve heard stories ofa tape, presumably made by the FBI, 1nv01V1ng |

,that sort of th1ng

I never heard a’ tape. R don't know, there mayfbe;_ Iadoh't'know about -

“that. T do’ know on one"occasion Captain'Howard Baugh,'who was a Negro

captain in this. department--he was:-a detect1ve at ‘that t1me--to]d me

that an agent had to]d h1m ‘that Dr. King was in th1s part1cu1ar hotel

room at this" part1cu]ar time:with a white 1ady and suggested he ought

to raid the place. Capta1n Baugh told me that after this conversat1onf '

he went straight to this room and knocked on"the door, and when he .

‘did, they opened the door; and he walked in. Dr. King was there and
‘there was a white‘]adyzthere and there was a“dozen‘other'people there,

‘but they was having a meeting, that kind of thing.

That's a curious kind of re]ationship. ‘To get back to Mr:.Johnsoh,.

whom we've sort of'forgotteh here, -in the 1964 campaigh; did Mrs.

Johnson's special train come through Atlanta? I know it came through.

Georgia, but I don‘t'remember whether it hit Atlanta or not.

I don't recall. I remember that Senator and Mrs. [Herman] Ta]madge

met her some place and the train came through but I don’ t remember 1t.

- stopping here. It m1ght have. I don't recall.
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I waseasking because, again, I wondered if it required any kind of

unusual po]ice'activity to .

: Idon't recall-any ‘at this time. ,
: Mr. Johnson, during his pres1dency, spoke 1n Atlanta, d1d he not?

.'k/Oh yes. He came here and stayed a.day” and night. That was where I

~first had personal: contact w1th President -Johnson. That was efter"

"at the time he:came- here Ve met him at the- a1rport and had a detail

President Kennedy s death ‘and he was pres1dent of the Un1ted States S

~ that worked with- the Secret Service and stayed w1th him a1] the time

“he was here : 1 was very-much 1mpressed W1th him, because, when he

landed at the a1rport ‘we had everyth1ng arranged for him to get. 1n

" the motorcade and come. on to At]anta, come. on downtown. But 1nstead

of getting 1n the car r1ght then he Just turned ‘and walked several ,

~ steps to the fence where there were thousands of peOp]e.' And. of

course,’ that hadn't- been p]anned And T stayed right with h1m I was

in uniform, and I stayed right with him. He just went down th1s S

. fence--it was about four foot high--justtshaking‘hands-with~variou$

1 tovseme of them. Anderwas mo&ing right along in front of him."wel1,n

people, speaking and moving'on'down the;fence, and stopped and talked

during this conversation, there was so much'pressure from}the‘largee

crowd of people being put .on this fence, all the way down~~evenytbqugh

it was a metal cyclone fence, there was a lot‘of_pressure44a11,of a

sudden the fence eollapsed -And of course, the President had his hand

".slowly, Just k1nd of pushed us back and we moved back with it. EBut

on the fence, and so did I. And when it collapsed, it col1apsed ,
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there must have been forty or fifty people, men, women and chi1dren,dd

‘that just fell right at our feet. And of course that‘was a'real‘trag-jj

- edy. But aga1n, President Johnson just touched me w1th h1s arm and _*"'

“said, "Move on, move'on, move on." So‘we just moved r1ght on down the f;

~ 1ine. He kept speak1ng to peop]e. And there was enough pollce, c1V11

 ‘service, and other peop]e back here-to’ he1p these peop]e that had fa]]en. E

see..

: ~ Does that kind of thing Just dr1ve a po11ceman crazy, from the secur1ty -

standpo1nt that dncident with' the fénce?

V'It d1sturbs you. It d1sturbs you, f1rst, that the Pres1dent gets in ,3

" this kind of position and goes over’ and speaks to these peop1e. o

' Because those of us in Taw enforcement know that a hundred per cent

security and a hundred per cent freedom 13 1mposs1b1e. Now, to geta

~ a hundred per: ‘cent security you got to almost Timit h1s freedom 'So ”

;~when he enaoys h1s freedom, he also takes, a1ong w1th 1t, certa1n r1sks.'if.
: . Had you gotten more than" the usual amount of threatening calls andvf .

n 1etters before that trip?

I don't recall At that time, I don t recal] many, many threats. I

know the next mornung, when we came out of ‘the hote] downtown, there

“was a fire ‘in one of the bu11d1ngs adaacent, and the F1re Bepartment

‘came out, and’ Just'as we were ]eavxng, the Pres1dent was Qut speak1ng

to some peop]e. When this little incident occunred- of course, the5‘<

Secret Service and h1s other advisers kind of urged him to move

rapidly. So he got r1ght in the car and got r1ght on out from there.

A‘But it didn't faze him; [he] Just moved right on doxng what he was dolng,‘if‘_L‘;‘
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I‘don't‘recallvmany threats. And then from'there;,from‘the hotei‘back f
\tOithe airport, on maoy-occasions;‘he‘dvstop the‘parade; stop fhe car,‘ﬂ
| ovyget out*and soeak'to people and'move’on“ And of course I'ta1ked wioh |
'i ~ the Secret Servxce about that That was much safer than if it d been .
vop1anned because didn't anybody know-—he d1dn t know-—so here s a p1ace :
he wants to stop. <Nobody knew that he was‘go1ng to stop, s0 [he‘d] )
just get.out'anthalkia Tittleiwhiie and“get‘in’fhe car and moVe.on 
before anybody”knows it, which is a lot safer than a pTanned tour of ..
that kind. .~ . | ) R,
B Is the Secret Serv1ce easy’ to work with?
;J: Oh, yes. Well, I've worked close with the Secret Serv1ce 51nce the ~
-days of:RooseveTt.- Roosevelt used to come here, you know, qu1te often.. ;‘j'1
B: Moving on in'time’a 1ittle bit: by the later sixties, as you sa1d
; earlier;fwhat‘had been disturbances-began to verge on~r1ots‘ In 1966,
) —_the summer of -1966, I be11eve, Atlanta had what is descr1bed as a 3
'near-r1ot that was stopped by the personal 1ntervent1on of Mayor Allen.
“Is that correct? |
3 | Well, that was the t1me that Stokely Carmichael came here and 1ed the
| vdemonstrat1ons over on Capitol Avenue and created a d1sturbance. And
~* the Mayor performed a-—aga1n, he took some r1sk h1mse1f But he moved
yr1ght'out.1n front, got up on top of an;automob11e, and ta]ked With;f
the people that‘waé causing'fhe disfurbance.' He be]ieved [that] to a’
certa1n extent [if youl meet with the peop]e that had a comp1a1nt face
, fto face, you'd,come nearer to finding a so]ut1on.; He was trying to do o

that. But with aTT:the agitation that Carmichael was stirring up atj l
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1the t1me, he wasn't ab]e to ta]k to them very well because they
turned the car over that he was stand1ng on; he had to Jump from there.. -
e;But he did a great job in meeting.the 1ssues head on, do1ng the r1ght

-'thxng. Nhatever your prob]em are, "Well, let's ta]k about 1t and f1nd ~"~-A7

the right answer.“ Then he'd see that it was done.

f In these. years, d1d your force beg1n to deve]op any ccnt1ngency p]ans
»for r1ot1ng, as opposed to Just sit-in and marches, [those] k1nds of
‘>d1sturbances? | | | | |
vNe]] a STt—ln, a demonstrat1on we knaw that could deve]op 1nto flghts,»~f
conflict, r1ot,,ca]].1trwhatever-you want to. The potent1aT for dahger |

~ was always there, on both sides,-because there was .a white group that

wanted to resist it. Back to start with, that’s.where~the greatest';

threat came from, the white group that was-goinggtofpreventgxhis.,}We L
‘e]ways had'thatfthreat,kand'we was aTways.awere of”it,'and we~teok what
we thought was the necessary measures to prevent 1t. | ‘

Was this white group spec1f1ca1]y the Klan?

Well, the K]an'was ‘always 1nvo]ved Genera11y, I don’ t thlnk it was

j so much Klan members as you m1ght say it was’ Klan sympath1zers, the
hpeop]e that was . thinking in the same terms as the Klan. was talklng
 That doesn t necessarily mean they were K]an members. e
fwere you getting help from the feéera] government 1n preparlng for .
" this kind of poss1b111ty?

~ You'd get goodcooperat1onand‘informationm There was’ no act1on taken‘

You could get an FBI agent to go w1th you any place you wanted to, and

« he would observe, but that' s a]] he wou1d do. “There was no act1on taken.‘
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They took the posxt1en that th1s is a 10ca1 respons1b111ty, and I

i:’cook the same pos1t1en I accepted that. | o
,_‘Then in the summer of 1967 was this what you were ta1k1ng about
- earlier? Was Carmichael involved in 1966, too? ,") “

‘ ;1966. I believe it<wa5“1966 Yes, it was 1966 1nstead of ]967

: ' Then in the summer of 1967, there. was another,near-d1sturbance, startzng e"

out at the Dixie H111 Shopp1ng Center?

: Right " Carmichael was here in 1966, ‘that was. the next dey after .
" Labor Day of 1966, and we had the riot, the prob]em on Cap1t01 Avenue, : ' ; '

- and that's where Mayor Ivan Allen did a great JOb 1n he1p1ng controI

'it. Then, overnight, it dr1fted from there to North Boulevard and the
?knext two nlghts, .on North Bou]evard we had a 1ot of br1ck-throw1ng and
Vsome fire-bombs thrown. In fact, we had some ten or twe]ve wxndows ’

- broken from business p]aces, -But, aga1n,.theupo11ce was n1ght 1n thei

middle of it; Mayor Allen was right in the middle of it, and Iwas =~ =

 there. If a brick was thrown and broke a window, we stationed a

police officer right there. If‘a fire-bomb was thrown, we was'tnefe.

~ to put 1t out right quick, see that the F1re Department put it out._

~So there was no burn1ng, and there was no 1oot1ng, that had 'gone on 1n ;
' meny pjaces here, because we thought werwaS‘there prepared and did -
‘preventeit . Then by that t1me, it .was getting fall of the year, and :

;’1t qu1eted down.

"~ The next May, of 1967 there was an ep1sode in Dlx1e H111 where

B there was some ‘brick- throw1ng and a few fire- bombs thrown, and we had -

A a.]arge deta11‘of police there for several days. On one occas1on,‘they_' ,

S o3 FRE
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was throw1ng f1re~bombs at po11ce--and we had both wh1te and Negro
‘ p011ce in there--and on one occa51on, the po]1ce shot at th1s crowd ;!'“;l'
where the fire-bombs was coming from. .One person:was»k11]ed, and three'r :
:‘more was injured. Then from there‘[it] went-en into Vanioas inVesti-f. .hh. d
‘ ;gat1ons, but from that po1nt it quxeted dawn, and that was the last -
| d1sturbance we had. Then of course by that tlme, it was beginnxng to dﬁf;a
fpspread all over the country. Then in July of that year was when the o
'vPres1dent appo1nted the National AdV1sony Commlss1on on C1v11 D1sorders
B: During the d1sturbances here in 1966 and’ 1967 did you try to get Dr. ,
King, Jdr., or any of the other more moderate Negro ]eaders to thy to _d;rhr |
f;;use their good cff1ces to he]p you. caln th1ngs down?
J: we11, again, the ep1sode on Cap1to] Avenue, one of the f1rst th1ngs |
‘that Mayor Ivan: Allen did was have his off1ce not1fy this comm1ttee of |
Negro 1eadersthat1nc1uded Dr. K1ng, Sr. and many others . that they d1s- ; e
cussed these problems w1th “and had them ‘to came 1mmed1ate1y to the l
“scene. They was. there support1ng and backing up Mayor Ailen in h1s jt,‘“
"'_act1v1t1es to try to cool it and quiet it. - | | ‘
(»t B:n“Anather examp1e of the generally good commun1cat1ons between the rac1a1
o A‘groups you 've had. A g | |
_d:"'And the pre arrangements that the Mayor had made with th1s comm1ttee,
'so when he had probTems, all he had. to do was call them and they came. ;i f
They were right’ there, stayed with him to help qu:et 1t‘down;: _ h’
B: B As you said, sir, shortly after that, therNationalgAdvisory Commission‘;; o
_ on Civil Disorders was named, and you wehe appointed;ji,aSSume, as thehte

~ police representative.
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 Well, I was the only policeman on the commission and I was the on]y"" o

one from tne South‘on there. 1 was highly honored and de11ghted of the

. opportun1ty, and 1t was’ certa1niy the greatest cha]lenge and great

,exper1ence I've ever had

I can 1mag1ne How were . you nct1f1ed of your app01ntment, s1r? "ix

I had a call at home about f1ve o'clock 1n the: afternoon from Ramsey
161ark and Ramsey said, “The President's.. appo1ntlng a comm1ss1on on
»C1V11 d1sorders and he th1nks maybe they shou1d have-a po11ceman on
'there, a p011ce ch1ef on there. We're d1scuss1ng the th1ng now.  if‘»

| it comes to that po1nt, and he asks for.my recommendat1ons, . m go1ng ;'

to recommend you. N111 you be ava11ab1e7“ And 1 said, ”Nel! not on1y o
be available to be on it, but be honored ‘But.I‘11 have to clear it

w1th‘MayorfA11en before I give you a def1n1te‘answer;"' He said, "well,?;

sure, talk wifhfhim,,and I'n talk to Mayor.Ajlen."' Then‘he‘said,

“This thing'is being di5cussed | We're in a meeting‘ncw - The‘President o

hasn t made a. final dec1s1on, but he w111 make a f1na1 dec1s1on in the
; next.three hours. 1 may’ not can get 1n touch wath you, but you be sure".f.

and tune 1n te]ev1s1on stat1ons at ten 0 c]ock because whatever we

develop, he's going to announce 1t.“

Then about e1ght o clock I had a ca11 from one of the secretar1e3vﬁ

“in the Pres1dent s office. “And aga1n, 1t wasn't def1n1te He saxd j’
“this was be1ng discussed, and he wanted to know 1f 1 wou]d be ava11ab1e,
' and S0 forth and so on. Then at ten o'clock that night, the Pres1dent
went on the air and made h1s report and also identified and announced . |

fthe members of the. comm1ss1on and of course, named me on there
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Then the next'day, next monning, I}received‘a telegram fromAPresident
V‘Johnson thank1ng me for agree1ng to serve and [say1ng] that the meet-
- 1ng would be he1d the next day, which was Saturday, 1n the thte House..

- Had you. known Attorney Genera] Clark well before th1s?

chiefs that worked w1th LEAA and other th1ngs, and I’ d been on that

comm1ttee for two or three years and had met w1th h1m often.

tThen you went up to Nash1ngton the next Saturday, and the who?e group o

“met with the Pres1dent? ‘

'meet1ng. That s when I met the other memberstof the commission. They
f'were(aIT there.  We met'the President. We was in a meetfng there all
- day at. the Wh1te House and had lunch there and then f1n1shed the meet- :

h, 1ng that even1ng

2 On Saturday, we met there at ten o'clock Saturday morn1ng, the f1rst '

~

1 Did the Pres1dent,or_Attorney Genera1hc1ark outline to'ydu‘what‘hed

dexpected you to do?

~ going on, but what must be done and how clear it was. He made-it very

: 'The President did, in great detail. T was veny‘much'impressed with

not only what the President”ef'the United States knew about what was_~v

clear that‘he,had'seTected this commission on the recommendatidns of

~ various peeple ‘He wanted a compIete, in-depth study made ~And he ;

o made it c]ear that this comm1ss1on would have pr1or1ty over aT] other

comm1ss1ons, and if there’ s any 1nd1v1dua1 that you need to help, any

wItness even staff members, all other branches of government woqu be

“We11 I had been on the Attorney GeneraI's ‘Advisory Comm1ttee You;ef,[-* T

o
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instrueted to give us aseistance' Of course the main theme of this

-~ was rev1ew, as to what had happened and what was happen1ng His S

7;; 1nstruct10ns to. the comm1ss1on was that we must determ1ne what hap— '

‘;; zat10ns.v You cou)dn t have set up an organ1zat1on 11ke he set up, g0 - '

: '1ng again’ andgaga1n. And of course Ramsey C]ark was.there, and Mr.. :‘-

[Cyrus] Vance was ‘there, who had just come back from Detroit;'ahdv

- that groupﬁwas:allein the meeting.

- Did you go. to work ‘immediately then? . .-

We started. 1mmed1ate1y ‘having meet1ngs 1n the off1ce bu11d1ng adaacent :

to the Nh1te House. And the commission met, ‘in the next three months,

~ for twenty full days and listened to the witnesses from a11’over‘the Th

country, . everybody that was Tnterested and had any 1nf0rmat1on

Did the comm1ss1on members rea]ly do a lot of the work 1in that mass1ve‘ 
report- that you' put out? ‘ | ' -

They did a lot of work Of course, Dave G1nsburg was executlve secre—

‘tary, and he assemb]ed a staff of more than a hundred peop]e there r1ght |

\~qu1ck, and.most of these staff members were drafted from other organi- .

© out and recruit. people, so what he did was borrow them from the FBI, -

.~ * from the Just1ce Department, he borrowed people from other places. And

"‘ffethey did a. fantast1c aob 1n the 1nvest1gat1on and prepar1ng reports.

The comm1ss1on, the fu]l commission, spent a 1ot of t1me, because

_we'd meet, usua]]y, two days a week If we were go1ng;to meet, wefda :
start at nine o'clock in the next mornihg. we‘d meet a111day; and mbst o

" of the time just have avsandwich and‘a Coca-Cola at the tab1e,'never o

‘pened why it happened, and what must be done to keep zt from happen- :ﬂ‘”""'
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d leave itduhti1 abouf six 6'clock. Then we 'd adaourn for a coup]e of
'A‘hours and go into a d1nner meeting and stay theret111 e]even 0 c1ock
o And the next day do the same thing; except you d1dn t have the d1nner

L meet1ng At five o'clock evenybody d go home RN EE
| - But the ent1re comm1ss1on spent an awfu] Tot of t1me and asked
‘ ».‘ a 1ot of quest1ons from everybody that we cou]d get before us for the '
‘i23§i}fg<gﬁipd first twenty- days..lThen, the first of December-—the President hgd .
.x? ?V'i_Lf;AZ_]xfnstrdcted the commissjon'fd‘pfovide him‘ad‘fntéfimiréport.énd é fﬁha] o
.‘. report iﬁ twe1¢e9mbnths [Ne] had a year to do it. Well, the f1rst |
 of December, ‘the comm1ss1on made the dec1s1on at that po1nt--1t was
I ‘;“ , w1deTy debated and d1scussed but 1t was, as- I reca]] a unan1mous
o ; 'dec131on~-[that] if th1s report that the comm1ss1on 's go1ng to make is
~going to be effect1ve in preventing d1sorders, 1t can't walt unt11 the
~end pf next July to do.1t. You ve got to do 1t 1n the spr1ng, and it .
'can‘t be piecemeaf;;it’s‘got to be complete.. So the comm1ss1on decided
‘then to make one report, to make it comp]ete, and the dead]ine must
_ be March 1, 1968. | R
So fdr the next‘three months, the commission Spent‘twénfyftﬁree~f*
1 full déys writing; fééding; rewritjhg, discussing,'aménding the  ' -
- report, and éVefy section of that report waSjread ét‘leédt’oneltime,,{
and some of it, six times, to the entire commiﬁsion.'KWe'd‘tdké a‘ |
'section and read it. Some memberé,of the commission wchd object‘to'
this oFVobject to that and'want‘to change¢thi$.i.Thenfwéfd’tellﬁthe
writers to go back and rewfitevit and do this."The next time we'd

meet, we would go_thrdugh the thing comp]etély..
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Did you have a kind of specfa] reSponsibi]ityvfoh what became;the.’ :

section on the po11oe and the commun1ty7

‘that was mak1ng1nvest1gatxonsand wr1t1ng the sectwon on adm1n1strat1onﬁ
of justice, p011ce management, and thateklnd‘of th1ng., Because I sa1d‘

'to the -other members of the commission, “Rea]]y,;my-know}edge is veny ’

;-ally, I have some strong fee11ngs about that, but how you do a]l of 1t ‘fx
I m not sure, so to.a great extent I n depend on other members of |
 the commission. But when it comes to runn1ng a p011ce department, get—"
j~t1ng a]ong w1th peop]e 1n the enforcement of ]aw and the adm1n1stratxon l'
~of Just1ce, I have strong fee11ngs about 1t and have d1scussed 1t at
'some length.“ “And genera]]y, there was noth1ng went in that sect1on
“-that I ‘didn't think shou]d go in there. If I'd been wrltlng 1t by .
' myse?f there wouldn t have ‘been much’ change in that |
‘How was that section rece1ved by your fe]]ow po]1ce ch1efs? ;et
: iwe11, it was h1gh1y controversial. o

. " That's why I asked. (Laughter)

And. we knew at the t1me that 1t was controvers1a1 . But I»wae yery',;

- much convinced [that] the inivestigations made and what was said in

 was a good repoft that it was neCeSsany, that it hadfto be said, ‘and

a year and a half 1ater, I'm convinced. that time w111 make 1t a great

document.

_I wouldn't say a spec1a1 respons1b1l1ty, but I was c]oser to the people ]" E

o 1imited“in hea1th, eduoation' we]fare; hodéing; and'embloyment" Gener-'ff‘
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: R Did you f1nd yourse]f hav1ng to defend that sect1on, say, at meet1ngs.f
“of the chiefs assoc1at10n or someth1ng? | R |

~We11, there were lots of people that wou]d 11ke for me to defend 1t,i)

'tnind thatvI've~ever seen;' 1 subscr1be to it. I support it 100 per f

i read it, and read it -in 1ts ent1rety And I 1ssued a copy of it to ‘

'devery member ‘of this department, like I had other pub]1cat1ons. I.,.”

By say, "Read it! After you ve read it, write me: on a p1ece of paper

~ what you object to and what you would have sa1d in place of that.”‘dij°"

. That's 1nterest1ng Hhat kind of react1pn did you get from that?

v-Ftrst place, 1f you have him to make a report, you" comm1t him. ~He 7"7 '

" may not even read the damn th1ng, but if he gives you a report that

- Ilve read it and I have no objections, you've got him comm1tted to he?p :

'do it, see. And, of course, scmerof them do that. But the purpose of _

- having a report is to be sure that he neads‘it ~ Some of'them are cri- o

',tical some of ‘them make suggest1ons that they wou1d ve done otherw1se.

‘ 4"Perhaps the thing that was m1sunderstood more than anyth1ng else we -

~ said in the report’ was that white racism was probab]y the greatest

contr1but1on to th1s th1ng

I was going to ask you about that

 Well, that s misunderstood. The way . I understand 1t, I don t th1nk

there's anybody would honestly deny that " rac1sm 15 a prob]em 3 | was

questioned about that before K1wan1s Clubs and a 1ot of p1aces, and I

said, "Well, read the who]e chapter, and then get off and 1ook at lt.‘
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I think it's true! And let me remind ygu that racism comes in two

',colors, both b1ack and white " Of course black rac1sm has had ‘more ,’”'

| when the thing: was completed«. . - .. Because eveny member of the com- ‘

© this section even, “Thislis what I want." And a lot of them wrote

‘versial among the members of the comm1ss1on? ‘Was there a great deal
* of debate about it? . ,K TR _“ | ‘_ |
| 'Oh, yes,_yOh yes. There was a lot' of debate about it, a 1ot of

' much at some 1ength among the members of the comm1ss1on.; But then, j“f' ‘

mission had7an“oppdrtunfty to read this, and'to substitute what he <

'whole sections onit. But~then'that'd‘come'back to the who]e commis-f';

attention since’ the report was out than it did befbrehand : ,'f':,\lt»»wd-i

When you were prepar1ng the report was the wh1te rac1sm 1ssue contro~

discuésiondabout it.  The ‘proposition of open hous1ng was debated very

wanted to substitute--this line, this'paragraph, or this,éentence, or d

s1on, and you d d1scuss it at some 1ength ~And rea]]y, there was very

'11tt1e.votxng,done. But. when you came back and you had three or four

~ sections on the same subJect which section are you going to take? Youf |

- go around the table, and everybody expresses the1r op1n1on, and when .

you get through you‘d f1nd that there was seven or eight [who] want

- _to go with this one, and there's only two or three that don't want to

~.go to it. Well, they‘d'never force thé issué; they'd jdstAgo'ahead R

and put that section in. =

"Some of the commissions s1m11ar to that one end up w1th what amount

" of m1nor1ty reports. Was there ever any chance of that in your ‘commis-

s1on?
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“Thene was discussions all throngh,thisothing; all through thelcommiSsionAe’:

~hearings,. about minority feport, under the assumotion that there would

- be a’minorityvreport There was once or twice that one or two members f

*,'ment1oned to me, "We ought to get out a m1nor1ty report right now,.?v‘

"‘fbecause we don t th1nk th1s th1ng is go1ng as far and as fast as 1t

‘:“".should He—ought to have a report. r1ght now. There s now but three

’or four of us that would s1gn it, but the others wou]d Just have to be -

'.Q 1eft‘out “1 He]] that never ‘materialized. There was a]ways a thought“'k

' that at the end there wou]d be a m1nor1ty report, there‘d be some mem-‘f'

bers ;‘,‘. . And’I don t th1nk poss1b1y any member of the comm1551on }

~ agreed a hundred per cent with every. word in’ there ‘But then when it _1*"

was put together, [we said,] "Thls is what we 've d1scussed and th1s 1s'a'

- what we've done. Now, any member of the comm1ss1on 1s 1nV1ted to s1gn

this and endofse it. If :you don t want to, then you s1t down and wr1te

whatever m1nor1ty report you want, ‘with whatever member." We]], you

never could get'two that could agree what the m1nor1ty report ought to

be! (Laughter) See? So you wind ups and evenybody s1gned the report

s ‘wh1ch,made your report more effective, not haV1ng a m1nor1ty report..

- Very definitely so. ‘But there, Ginsburg and“GovernOr.[Otto]:Kerner, kt

really, they’didn‘t try to dictate to thefthing; but'they‘wou1d put f.

it in such. a position that if you don t want to do th1s then what are

| you go1ng to do? You can do it separate, you can make a minor1ty ,f

- report, but then they couldn t get another one that would comp1etely

',‘agree wath the m1nor1ty report So who wants Just one person to make i ~n

a minority report?»
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well? Were  there any r1g1d or ser1ous d1V1S10nS among you?

~ No, I don't think [so] It was the most congen1a1, it was the most

Veicapable and ded1cated group of ten members.; 1 created an awfu] 1ot of

'adm1rat1on and respect for the ab111ty, and the s1ncer1ty, and the

_determination of every member of the commission, without except1ons.,y';:'

'k; of course there ‘was t1mes there that the th1ng pretty wel] 11ned up,,

" that here s a. group that s go1ng—-and ‘the s1mp1e term was 11bera1 and g

"‘conservat1ve, that d1dn*t fu]Ty describe 1it, ‘but anyway--here s a group

that's 11bera] and’ here s the more conservat1ve group, and you‘d

7a1ways wind- up there wou]dn't be more than four, at the most, on the f'

conservat1ve s1de.A See?

~ Who would those have been, s1r? ]

V.well of course John L1ndsay was the mayor of New York Otto Kerner

f“was the governor of Ilinois . . ..

. Well, I meant, who wou]d you have c]ass1f1ed as on the conservatlve ~f'

ns1de? The Tist of members of course is pub11shed in the report

Well, that's difficult to 1dent1fy. I was very fond of Tex [Char]es -

- B. ]}Thornton,‘ He was an extreme]y capable man, and he' s a 11bera1

'buslnessman, but if you' re going to say who holds back then of course;

he was the one ‘that would lead that

 HWere there others in that grOUp?

, On some points he wou1dn't have anybody, orlnaybe one or two. ‘But Fred

Harr1s and John L1ndsay and Kerner was the real 11beral 1eaders And e

3y and 1arge, though dad the commission members work together pretty ~¢;Lyf‘:

o welI on some issues he'd have three or four w1th h1m, or half a dozen. R
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- - of course there was Roy Wilkins. and myself that usua11y went r1ght

along W1th that- group Most of the time Senator [Edward] Brooke would ,'

be r1ght a]ong with you, and most of the time Congressman [James]

~ his v1ews are well-known, and he is liberal on certa1n p01nts, and on R

- with her. She is one of the most grac1ous wel1-1nformed 1ad1es I have L

“< Corman wou]d be r1ght a1ong with us, and most of the t1me, [N1111am]
d;,d McCulloch was w1th--I d say McCu]loch and Thornton was the two conser~ A f[:*
'd‘vat1ve members on' the comm1ss1on | 2 ‘ ‘\  nA ' ,", .

:iNhat about Mr [I W. } Abe] of the stee]workers and Katherlne Graham '

 Peden? "

: o Well, M1ss Peden, Kather1ne Peden--of course, the Iabor man Mr Abe]

some points;. he's" not SO 11bera1 Miss Peden, I was. very much.1mpressed

;.’ever known. I would . cal] her a southern 1iberal [from the] berder

Vetate of Kentucky. But-again, when you.put & brand on menasva.11bera],i :

“then you get right'downiand ask me Certain-questione,'l back‘off : See£,5f]

“1gave us good 1nstruct1ons and good support Ne had 1unch there ‘ we 1:,«J5

‘ 1 think most peop]e understand that those terms are, at best a. con-."‘
ff-ven1ence Did Mr. Johnson see the members of the commission at any
“time while the work was in progress? | |

Well, I was under the assumpt1on .A;'. o Now, the on]y t1me that I ‘

talked to the Pres1dent was the f1rst day. I spent the day there and

11stened to'h1m all day, and I was very much 1mpressed I thought he l«“ﬂ;~

met Lady Bird. And aga1n, I.ran into my fr1end Tom Johnson | I had

: . : ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT | : ' A' . More-on LBJ Librkary oral histories: .
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me. I had a. very n1ce v1s1t w1th h1m and learned a lot of th1ngs. .

"A Tom was most he]pful to me.

‘ﬁve I got the veny strong 1mpre351on,«1n fact, po1nted somet1mes 'because~”'

“?LKerner, the cha1rman, would say,‘“I talked to the: President," or,'"I m

©omy assumpt1on was ‘that even though I had no personal contact w1th the 15*

v‘d1rector, and Fred Harr1s, the senator from Oklahoma--l had the 1mpres—

~ And after that time, I never did see the Pres1dent anymore. »But -

@-go1ng to talk to the Pres1dent " or, "I th1nk I ought to ta]k to the ‘
.'Pres1dent about this." And of course G1nsburg, I assumed, in the con-'e"

versat1on, was in. close contact with the Pres1dent s ass1stants. ‘Now

President, the cha1rman, Otto Kerner, David G1nsburg, the executive’

“sion from the beginning all the way through that they were c]ose in

contact with the President, and the Pres1dent was being informed just f

as to what progress we were mak1ng ‘Because on one or. two eccasions

_ there were certa1n w1tnesses we wanted before the commwttee that they B

‘ Just_d1dn t have time to come. They d say they would, and then they' de

‘putfft off and there'd be a remark, " the Chairman would say, "Nel]

'have to go over to the White House and get the Whlte House to 1nv1te :

A .

- him." And the next week he' d be there' |
“Dwd Attorney General- C]ark h1mse1f, wark c]osely wlth ‘the comm1531on? '

' Very c]ose. He was there on severa1 occas1ons. He was a]ways ava11-; -

’_ab]e, and I talked. W1th Ramsey Clark several t1mes.

I know on one occas1on G1nsburg asked every member of the commls- .

-+ sion, to start with, ear]y in the 1nvest1gat1on, that he wou]d appre-

~ciate it if we would just give him a note or a letter as to what our;‘

7
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' thinking was and wh1ch d1nect1on--th1ngs that we ought to look at,
and 'so forth and so on. MWell, of course, I don t th1nk there were
very many subm1tted one but T submitted a three-page letter. I sat ".;f,
= down and wrote what I thought ought to .be done, and 1 carr1ed it to
'f the Mayor s off1ce, and said. to his a1des there, ”Now, th1s 1s what I‘;f'
'gdfth1nk ought to be done, and T want you to 1ook it over, and 1 want tovd =
add anyth1ng that Ivan thinks we’ ought to add in there. vathere s .
anyth1ng you've got doubts about, let's talk’ about 1t.“A So'thej made
a few suggestzons and we added to it, and I subm1tted 1t The on1y ‘
person other ‘than the executxve director that I gave the copy to was .
- "Ramsey Clark.. o o | T
h Biy Then, s1r, after .your . report wa; f1n1shed Mr.,dohnson s react1on to '
‘1t, at least .his public react1on, was ooo] to- say the ]east.f:f
J: That was discussed at some 1ength but it neuer d1sturbed me.; For the -
| sxmp1e reason [that] I knew what we was doing was controvers1a1 A nd :i»*
at that t1me, I assumed. that the President had been 1nformed~as to the -
 course the th1ng was tak1ng, not through me, but throughuother members. o
I assumed that he knew the course it was tak1ng, and if he'd had any v.
strong feeling in the determ1nat1on to change~the counse»of,1t, I think
it would have been heard~'at 1east - But it was very obVious to me .
Vthatv "The Pres1dent knows the d1rect1on we are moving, and he hadn t j
E attempted to guide it in any way Let it go if that s the way we think
"it oUght to go." Now that was what I thought was happenlng, and I
‘be11eve that s what happened. | | ‘
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Then after the report was out and 1t was contravers1a1 Mr.
' Johnson at that t1me, presumably was a’ cand1date for re-elect1on. ﬂ,:
The next year ‘was election year, and I presumed he was a cand1date, o

g 'would be a candidate, and everybody d1d. I could thorqughly‘understand;‘,"?~~'

. My commission's made this report; it's not ahundred per cent accept- i . - .

«.~eb1e; it'S‘cuntrouersia1;Asa‘why‘getxinuolved'in it.5~we've'made a
; v;tudy;ﬁhere's what'they’ve seid. Here it’js;,pead it and dun't‘cummeuttu
en it. Beceuéefi had the‘same thihgdfh a’sma11ep~way.l I sent a,iieu-
| tenaht, a eaptain,*autfto do a jdb, He and;I'talkdahout what thevprob-vl‘
‘lems are end'what'we’reIQOing to do,‘and'he“gdes and do it."Wel] then
; 1f it boomerangs my job is ta protect him and br1ng h1m baek and make o
the thing go ahead-and work. But don't Just Jump up “there and say, .
’”Look, this ié“ekactly‘tight._ Th13‘1s.black“and wh1te.-vThxs.1s 1t.'
Now,'ydu take‘it;‘see." So’1 thought that‘[uas] the reasonhthat heh";"‘
~ didn't: comment, and I understood it, and agreed w1th him. If I'd been"
" in his place, I wouldn't have! | R -
B: . Did you hear from Mr. Clark about his op1n1on of the report’ . ,,"
fJ:i;‘ Well, aga1n, I kept close to Mayor Ivan A]Ien ‘and Ramsey Clark They
| | both knew what I was do1ng, and what I was th1nk1ng, and the way we was}
traveling. And any discussion about it happened before the report came f«:‘} |
out, because they knew what was ‘going into the report and what we was |
vdo1ng They supported me a hundred per cent. , " ,
BQ Did you ever discuss W1th your fr1end Tom Johnson, the Pres1dent‘

1reaction to the report?
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A‘No. 1 haven't- seen Tom since then. I've had some notes from h1m,

but I haven t [seen him.] What I apprec1ated about Tom 15--as I say, . B

he came here as a cub reporter back at that t1me, and rea]]y, 1 d1dn t

remember him. He remembered me, because it was ‘during th1s time. Nhen'1' 
’he to1d me who he was, of course, I remembered h1m. Nhat I apprecxated
~-about Tom—-and Tom to1d me this--this is no secret but don t repeat
1fit. It s off the record Because he was" there when a11 th1s d1scussion :
was going on, a nd he said, "Frank]y, there was a 11st of f:fty ch1efs :
' 1of po]1ce subm1tted to the President as poss1b1e peop]e to select to é
;'go on the committee." And Tom said to me - frank1y,'"There never was but
ene'considened; The oniy quest1on considered was whether or not there f’

VShou]d be'a,chief of police on there. And 1f there should be a ch1ef

of po]1ce on there, it should be you." That was the only d1scuss1on

i

S0 L apprec1ated that 1nformat1on - ,
' Yes, that s qu1te a comp11ment. To move to to another subaect d1d [

you get involved in he1p1ng the Attorney Genera] s office draft what

became the 1968 omn1bus cr1me act the Safe Stneets Act7 1 ask because

'I know you had "been on his ch1ef‘s comm1ttee and back in 1964 had been ‘n”

~ on the Adv1sony Panel on Grants.

Nothing more than on more than one’ occas1on I was in c1ose contact at ‘

‘that t1me not only with Ramsey Clark but wwth two or thnee peop]e ;~7
-who was runn1ng it. R1ght off hand I don' t-—Countney Evans . . . .
’_Courtney Evans, he's in the Law Enforcement Ass1stance Adm1nistrat1cn. -
I stayed in close contact with Courtney Evans. The guy from New York -

Murphy, Patr1ck ‘Murphy, he was the ass1stant, and I d1scussed w1th them,

More on LBJ Library oral histories: - -
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: and of course was very much in accord I wou]dn t say that I had

'anyth1ng to do with the wr1t1ng of it, but I d1scussed Just what they |

; were writing, and it had my fu]l support.

I gather that as the c1ty po]1ce chief, you approve of the 1dea of e

~individual grants,‘rather than the block grants to the states?_

' well that was qu1te a controver51al thing in the comm1sszon. BeeauSevih<h"

"‘John L1hdsay [was] from New York, and I was frcm At]anta we wanted the

| -4c1t1es ‘to be able to go d1rect1y to the federal government and deal w1th

~_them, and I'm convinced that that must eventually be the way that it' st

~ done. Because, again, Governor Kerner was the governor of I1linois,

and he took a comb]etelyidifferent view on that. We had a lot of‘dis-

’ cussion on it, that,'in fact, before a city could get federal asSistance

in emergenc1es, they have to apply to the state, and the state must

: _send in the Guard, and the state must declare that SO forth and so on.

;‘well you have such a conf11ct between the attitude of the state govern- h

~‘that it would create an impossible situation.

: ment and the attitude of the city government, part1cu]arly in At]anta,'

1

: Yes, I was going to say, by that time the governor of Georg1a was

Governor [Lester] Maddox, whose V1ews on this issue are hardly those -

-of you and Mayor A]len. :
 That's right. -

Which, 'I assume, that's nbt an unusual circumstance in many states,

~ particularly in the South

'-we]1 this may be a part that I want you to he]d for two years before

- you release}1t, but I'11 tell you facet1ous]y, I don t get in -
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-controversy, and I don't want'to criticize.people in effiee; but'I'

to]dyaoverncreKerner--we was havihg a hot debate on'this; and'Governor»”A '

"Kerner was pointing out how I]lineis and Missouri had.an agreement. . If

they needed assistance, one nat1ona1 guard would cross the line and he1p

the other, and so forth and must come’ through the states.. And 1 said

. “We]], 1f At]anta was in I111nows, that d .be fine, Governor. I d agree ;7'

'with'you‘ But just 1mag1ne Governor [Lester]. Maddox and Governor Lorene

,ﬁi‘[Lur1een] Wallace" of ATabama send1ng in their Nat1ona1 Guard to rescue |

‘At1antal That fr1ghtens me worse than a riot does* (Laughter)

1 can see your point!

Do you. be11eve that the c1ty pol1ce forces or: po11ce forces '

: genera]ly, need federa1 ass1stance, which 1s ‘the basic 1ssue?

1 am def1n1te1y;comm1tted to that. I'mon the record--I've been theher‘

a good many years;-afgufng to that peint. I've had the éhief of poliee, ”

~ John Layton, in Washington, interrupt me in one of those LEAA meetingéf;‘

.ﬂito'ask me if'I was advocating a nationaT'pd]ice force. we11‘ cehtain]y,-'

I'm not advocat1ng a national police force. But I am conv1nced that '

- the prob]ems in the c1ty are so great and it 'S not Just city probTems. 't

, Now, we have the respons1b1]1ty, but these problems are nat1ona1 and

; cities are 1n troub]e ;I say, and I insist, that: the t1me must come

: when the federa] government will say to every city, “If your pot1ce

department- meets ‘the m1n1mum standards in p011ce recru1tment p011ce

»tra1n1ng, p011ce management, and po]1ce pay, that the~federa1 govern—

| ment will contribute 50 per cent of your annua1 budget " I be11eve '

that. And Johnrsays,,“You‘re try1ng to create a national pb]ice.force;" :
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Ifm.not! 'I'think it ought to ne managed here,;but you've gat to |
': have‘guidelines The on1y way you can have un1form1ty in 1aw enforce-‘
" ment, the on]y way you can have un1fbrm1ty 1n tra1n1ng, part1cu1ar1y h
in civil r1ghts matters you 've got to have m1n1mum standards gu1de~
. lines. Then if a police department meets these, then they can get .
’1"financ1a1 help. :If.they-don t meet 1t,.then they go on on their own. -
B: In;Connectionawith this, did you ever discuss the.possib1itttyfof |
‘nrevamping the:FBI's pbliee academy to better suit'the’needs of io¢a1
police forces? - - ‘ 1' | | | |
':iJ:‘h Well, the FBI Academy 1s one of the great tra1n1ng 1nst1tut1ons in the
‘nation, 1 th1nk. And I thank 1tsserves a good purpose, And 1 say.the ,
' t‘ samerthings~?just~recently the state of Georgia‘has-installed a'state
academy, and finally, we. got them to .agree that they w111 take any
rook1e police off1cer and. take h1m in there and g1ve h1m the recru1t
'_ training free of charge telthe city._ And‘that serves a good pnrpose.
" We send all‘our people out there for two weeks basic training,'and
they tra1n them the bas1c police management and procedure and the law.
iBut they don't get 1nto ‘this soc1al act1v1ty, the soc1a] f1e]d that
h:I'm conv1nced must be a part of Iaw enforcement Now, the FBI don' t
""'get into. that. t | |
B ' That's why. T asked, because that seems to be the 1ssue.
S ¢ 'm not so sure that this is the place for it. 'I th1nk the bas1c B
- tra1n1ng they g1ve-~and every t1meI have an opportun1ty, we send a man }
h toAthem.‘ But Tike th1s state tra1n1ng “We send a recru1t ‘out there

for two weeks, and they give him good basic training,‘but it's:not*k.’
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‘complete. When he gets through, we bring himrback to this department.x

e put him in our training program and keep him there for four weeks; R

" and then we go into all these social activities and things that we are -

-7; following here ‘~we11; that’s necessary.' It's true‘in At]anta,kwhencyf -

;:f 1t maght not apply to the adm1nlstrat1on in Macon. - Or, at 1east, _.',fd'

f Va]dosta, “Georgia wou1d not subscr1be to 1t.' They don t want 1t, see. SR

' ‘So that's someth1ng that has to be app]1ed 1oca1ly.

‘Let me say at this po1nt, because that s one of the po1nts that ,':

I become a controvers1al figure in p011ce c1rc1es [about,] because

'they say I'm too far in, left field. But again, the local 1eadersh1p

~in Atlanta, in 1965 Mayor Ivan A]]en appo1nted a Comm1551on on Crime

and Juven11e De11nquency--th1s was before you had any so called r1ots-- -

- to study the causes and. the cures of crime in Atlanta and to see what

- could be done to correct- 1t. Well, that was rea11y a se1ect group

Griffin Be]] the federa] jddge, chaired the th1ng, and he had ther

7”pre51dent of Emory University and Georgia Tech and a]] these peop]e, dw'

and they made an in- depth study They came back and they sa1d, in .

- ho uncerta1n terms, now in 1965, that crime and poverty are. tw1ns that

cannot be separated To improve one, you've got to 1mprove the other.

~ The next paragraph, they said that they found deep resentment and -

| ‘host111ty between the po11ce and the residents of poor Negro ne1ghbor—

hoods, and this must be corrected and the way to correct 1t is for

~ the po]1ce department to emp]qy commun1ty serv1ce off1cers to work

in these communities. In rea11ty that put the po]1ce department 1n o

~  the field of social we]fare. we11 at that pa1nt is where I accepted '
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- part of the respons1b111ty. Most po]ice chiefs still haven‘t"

accepted it. ButI th1nk it'is necessary, and I Just say that because ft

‘that is uhy I've moved this far to the 1eft in this direction, because 'ff

"ka'm convinced that it is the r1ght th1ng to do. And the 1eadersh1pA s‘f_;
" of this town agrees with it. S ”

' .S1r, d1d the death of Dr. K1ng, Jr., in. the spring: of ]968 create, ‘

's'from the po11ce standp01nt any part1cu1ar prob]ems in At]anta?

“since. we had our prob]ems here, and we had our threats here, and of o

:V‘e'well, of course, as you know, there was r1ots all over the country

Nashlngton come nearer burn1ng at that po1nt than it had before or o

‘j'COurse the body was brought back,here to lay in state. {There was]

f'mournxng for four days. Then they had the funera], which was one Of

| “the biggest performances of 1ts k1nd 1 th1nk, that has ever ex1sted

,We had ‘some fifty thousand v1s1tors from 311 over the world, a]ong

fw1th these peop]e But 1t was smooth, 1t operated very well. But

taga1n, the Southern Chr1st1an Leadersh1p Conference, the Negro 1eader~‘

e; ship in this town was determined that this is a. time of mourn1ng in.

honor of Dr. King, and,1t;doesn t call for any demonstrat1ons,or d1s- - o

~ turbances, and it must not happen. There we had good he1p,ogood assis-

| , tahoe'from the people there‘ 0f course, we had a small group of b]ack

ral? Did the Secret Service contact you about whether orinothhe could? =

E m111tants that “these c1v1c ]eaders couldn't control. But we had a ﬁ
; Negro capta1n W1th fifty pol1ce off1cers that just surrounded them '
 and did control them. |

Was there ever any possibility that Mr. Johnson would come to the fune-
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J: No, there was never anybody to]d me that he wou]d be there, 1nc]ud1ng .
| - the Secret Serv1ce peop1e, It was more 1n the stage of rumor, maybe f
| A';'it‘Was'aAsemi-officiaT rumor. There was always a. poss1b1]1ty that heA
‘wou]d come. Of course, the Vice President was here, Ramsey Clark was
here, and senators and congressmen wa1k down Auburn Avenue, and look o
‘}~over there, and there would stand--on one occas1on I Tooked over there, j@,";'
. and there stood Governor [George] Romney._ Standlng by another post, f";” |
there wés_SenatOr [Jacob] Javits. Lookéd-over on this s1de, and thefe f: 
~ stood [Nichol&s] KétZenbach 1 mean, ‘that's the k1nd of gather1ng |
V ~ you had here. ~And there were So many people that couldn't poss1b1y
- get into the church The church was full, and 1t was f11]ed up for
| ftWO b]ocks around. By the way, that was the 1ast t1me that I saw and
~ talked to Bobby Kennedy . o | |
VB: | What d1d you talk about on that occas1on? _ | A
V~AJ:~V; We11, I just greeted him, because he was -one of the few penp]e that '
'we d had threats Qn,.and other things. I ass1gned a po11ce capta1n to
-meet him and his' party, and‘they stayéd w1th hzm 1 met John L1ndsay
“and ‘Governor [Nelson] Rockefeller's party Ikstayed with them, wa]ked ~
w1th them in the parade. | L o |
B: Was that because of threats on them? | i -
'fJ::} No, because I'd become such a great admirer of Lindsay. I'd been dn7‘,
~the commission, and:he‘wés‘comihg ﬁere.; He'd ca11ed me ub'thé dayf  7‘ \‘
béfofe the funeral andvsaid, "I don't waht to add tb yﬁUr prob]ems,f-‘
' ‘but I want'to‘come‘tq the funeral.“‘ I séid, 9Ne11;~thn; come;on;‘

~ beause from the reports I'm getting, there's going to be a huddred}
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b thousand peopie here Everybody s com1ng " And'he‘said “That'

good. If there's that b1g a crowd, you can't contro1 it. AI] you can -

do 1s Just guide it, so I’ 1. see you."' (Laughter) A
A»He must be the wor]d s all- t1me expert on crowds being mayor of
© New York. | ; DR R
“ He's a great fe]]ow.t‘ - . , N
- Difficult Job ~Did you see Dr K1ng, Sr., on that occas1on? .“ L
Oh, yes. well, 1 saw h1m that night.’ I went to h1s house.‘ I was s
| in a meet1ng here at the stat1on, at nine o'clock, when we got the   'f '
R message that young King had been killed in Memph1s Ne11 after the
' meet1ng, it was probab]y m1dn1ght or. after, I went by and talked w1th
'h1s wife at home,-and-put.half a dozen Negro ‘police on duty out there
. and képt'them out theré; Then [I] went on to king, Sr.'s housé, ;1' -
}talked W1th h1m, and 1eft a coup]e of off1cers there, and kept them

 there dur1ng the funeral

Had Dr. King, Sr s res1gned h1mse]f to that kind of th1ng7 As you sawd o

earlier, you d been worried about h1m s1nce the Montgomeny days.

- Well, he. was shook up, but it didn't come as a surpr1se. I mean, he d

been prepared for it over a ]ong per1od of time.

'S1r, I'm near1ng the end here. By the 1968 presxdent1a1 campa1gn, th1s
‘whole issue of law and order became an issue of national debate Do -

you feel that that issue was blown out of proport1on in the- pres1den-

tial campa1gn?

I wouldn't say it was blown out of proportion,‘bécause crime'is on

~ the increase in this nation. It's a serious problem, the riots and
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other things that come a1ong w1th 1t. I th1nk the great danger, the

"great tragedy, of ‘the who]e th1ng 15--because I‘m a hundred per cent L
for law and order, and I thwnk most everybody [is. ] But the great . |
' tragedy and the danger is that we have different op1n1ons as to what
| ;1s Taw and order. What is your def1n1t1on of 1aw and order? So that s ‘f fh"

';the danger, that so many peop]e think 1aw and order mean for you to

behave and [1f you] don't, put him in 3a11 But 1t don' t apply to me |

‘;and my crowd

: ‘e,You agree genera11y w1th Mr. Clark s p051t1on? Because he, h1mse1f,

and his ideas were the center of a good dea] of th1s controversy

V!Certa1n1y I agree w1th Clark ‘because I be11eve the same th1ng, and

we've app11ed it here. Our p011cy has a1ways been, fwrst, spe]]ed out

in c1ear, 11ve language by Ivan Allen, and I* ve supported it a hundred

—‘.

. per ‘cent and still do. His theory is, and our theory 1s--and I th1nk

C]ark was doing the same th1ng Agaln you get 1nto def1n1t1ons of

. words and approach but the general thought 1s that there S th1ngs‘

that needs correct1ng The m1nor1ty, the Negro group, has certa1n

‘h1eg1t1mate comp1a1nts that must be ‘met head-on and must be corrected
He're go1ng to do everyth1ng that is humanTy p0551b1e-1n th1s cxty to

. make 11fe more 11vab1e for the citizens of th1s c1ty we belweve that

every person has a r1ght to a job to make an honest 11v1ng for h1mse1f

. and his fam11y, and we think he has a r1ght to expect a decent house

to 11ve in, and we're go1ng to do everyth1ng we can to a351st h1m and

‘}to help him to accomp11sh these th1ngs. Once we ve done al] we can o

, and have accomp11shed a11 we have, then th1s brick- throw1ng and bomb-
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R throw1ng is not go1ng to be to]erated we re 901ng'to use whatever hr
force is necessary to stop 1t “But. before we do that we' re going to
do a11 these other th1ngs, and make every effort, and g1ve every. ass1s-i
'vtance. But then, we're not going to wreck the ship. Now, that's what»,,
1 th1nk Ramsey Clark was say1ng The quest1on is how you(approach
- these things. o o — R | |
hVB: . Some have sa1d that perhaps it wouid be better to have a tougher man,
| jor a tougher sound1ng man, as the nat1on s ch1ef Taw enforcement offi- 3
cer, 1f on]y for mora]e purposes ' ”v » -
"Je . Aga1n you get back to def1n1t1on What do'yoeCWant, and who -are you o
i¢serv1ng? He's got to serve a11 the peop]e “I've got'to.serve‘e11 the
‘people, and 1 want to servewallxthe peop]e.‘ Fortyésix per cent bf"'
the citizens in At]antahare Negroo Ne]] the fxrst ten years I was 3'.
o ch1ef of p011ce we didn't pay’ much attention to them. _." o ,(WV
7 The real key to the th1ng, I think, came out of the Texas dec1- : |
sion in 1945 when the U.S. Supreme Court held that the whate Democratic .
pr1mary, as we knew it in the South, was unconst1tut1ona1 Because .
",then Hartsf1eld, who was mayor. of the c1ty, and I d1scussed th1s at |
great length. It's not g1ven much attent1on, but here s the key to the o |
i thing. You can take a ballot and g1ve it to a person, and that person hoﬁ'm;'\ .
ican use that ba]lot as a t1cket to s1t on the front seat anywhere he
wants to sit, 1f he knows how to use it. And_I_th1nk that's the key ’,{""
o it | | - | |
" B: "jA lot of the cr1t1cism has also been d1rected at the Supreme Court ‘fe

dec1s1ons on po11ce procedure
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| J: - ’That's'where I beceme‘contpopersiaifwith.the pdlice;7 I'hipot Ohe‘pf -
':;those that share in that cr1t1c1sm, because I've studled 1aw al] of
) tfmy life. Th1rty-e1ght years I've. been 1n th1s department and I ve : .
: constantly stud1ed the law, not in a deep way, - but how does the 1aw .
o apply to the p011ce. And all of my studying and teach1ngs that I've .
" had over the year[s] Ted to the Supreme Court. Everyth1ng is debatable |
:and controvers1a1 and can be amended, and so forth and S0 on, unt11 you £
 get to the Supreme Court, and that's ‘the end of the 11ne. what the o
| p“Supreme Court th1nks the law 1s and says the Iaw 13 that is the Iaw N
And there's. no appea] from it. That's it. I accept that w1thout :
- ~ question. And I believe that' s the way it must be." ‘ |
‘ we11 then, years later,. when' they get 1nto all th1s controversy '
~where the courts have started ruling on civil r1ghts matters and our»‘
local state 1eaders are‘say1ng that's not "the 1aw, well, now, 1 don t'~
8 1subscribe to that The Supreme Court can't’ make a m1stake. There |
| “might be in error, and they may correct it iater, but when they make =
e‘,,a dec1s1on, I support it a hundred per cent, and I have no ‘criticism.
B: From a pract1ca1 standeInt, are there procedura1 requ1rements those1
o ‘that are now estab11shed in the var1ous cases——wade, eranda and so
. ' an~-do those hamper police work? | e 1“:
B E don t th1nk 50, and again, that s debatab!e.‘ ReaTIy;'the Esepbedo
| ‘dand the M1randa case is the one that's most genera]ly d1scussed The’
| 5other is the Ma]lory case that came out of Wash1ngton, the Mapp case }~'
"that came out of 0h1o about searches and seizures. But,rreaITy, what ,

~ the Escobedo and the Miranda caseed1d, it's been m1suhder§tood and ;,:'
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:g {t‘s‘been exaggekatedvoy nany police. A1l itgdid‘was put a;]imit,'f,A ~A'“
oon’ custod1a1 1nterrogat1on. weli, I'understand the broblem."Because, iff
' ‘.,‘V1f you have a suspect, put h1m in Ja11 and he 11 he]p you prove that ‘
g he s -not. gu11ty or he]p you prove somebody e]se is gum]ty That s
| athe qu1ckest and eas1est way for the police to hand]e a case, by
yﬂ”~necess1ty And that s the reason po]1ce have moved 1nto it.. ‘,
, Now you mustn t do that. Under this ru11ng, you ve got to make R
V;:ouf your case, you vevgot to determ1ne the facts you ve got to~make~}~d
"f ‘out your case; then take the man - 1nt0 custody and prosecute him. we11,‘
it requ1res more t1me, more effort, more ‘money , and ‘more detectives. -
" Where one detective maybe cou]d‘e]ear up avcase,.now it may ‘take four |
a or five weeks to make up:theicase before you‘take tne man into eustody;A.
~And there's where I come back and talking’ about federa1 gu1de11nes, :
- they! re no stronger federal gu1de11nes poss1b]e to be issued to pollce
"departments than the Supreme Court decision. That js the gu1de11ne; B
“we must follow it. Then I say they must eone7a]ong‘and make their"
~ financial contnibution to help us operate’tnis poTice depantnent,:par~ fi -
' t1cu1ar1y where thelr own federal gu1de]1nes has made 1t more expensxve""‘
and requ1res more t1me and effort.. | o o
‘:; 'B:fs;:S1r, I've about run out of quest1ons. Is there anyth1ng e]se you th1nk fu
__v :e.ought to be 1nc1uded in this. k1nd of record? {" R
o “} Jﬁj*u Well, I m happy to say that I ve had the p]easure of know1ng, of o
" meet1ng and ta1k1ng to, on more than one occas1on, all the pres1dents .
Ajs1nce President Roosevelt, on up to Pnes1dent Johnson. ~ And 1 had |

occas1on to v1s1t on several occaSIOns in the Wh1te House Once, w1th
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 the commission,‘and I was invited to:participate'in the4white House_

Conference on Civil Rights before that I‘ve a1ways been impressed,

- and I thorough]y be11eve, that Presxdent Johnson and Mrs Johnson are
| i'the most ded1cated, consc1ent1ous pub11c servants that Itve ever run ;::
V'vacross. “And I don’ t mean to-~I think: the other peop1e are Just as E
: ded1cated but the times that I was in the Nhite House, 1t was so

o obV1ous to me that both of them was fully. consc10us of the great res- .

pons1b111ty of that pos1t1on, and they accepted every b?t of it w1th :

all the ded1cat1on that was poss1b1e. And I was proud for them and .

| ‘proud of them. i

Aga1n, I think h1story w111 show that Lyndon Johnson probably had

a better understand1ng of the average person, and the poor person, and

had done more for-. the have-nots than anybody,.certa1n1y since Rooseve]t.ﬂ,

[

Anythwng else you'd 11ke to add?
Un]ess you've got some other questwons7

I can t think of any. I wasn't aware you had part1c1pated in the j

: whute House Conference on Civil R1ghts.

on two occasions. The f1rst,one Was . ... .

: In the Truman years? o _ )
: ~’»No.‘ No. Both of them was . under President Johnson, but there was ‘
ftwo conferences on ch11 rxghts. The Wh1te House conference to ach1eve d

;these goals, a plannlng sesswon and then the Wh1te House Conference on

C1v11 R1ghts to ach1eve these goa]s.

To Fu1f1ll These R1ghts was the second one? -
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Yes. T attended and participated in both of those 1 think [I‘was]‘

the only ch1ef of police ln attendance I don't reca]] see1ng any of_

the others. There m1ght have been others. .

" MWas that, aga1n, at the White House 1nV1tat1on? |
.*ers; ‘It was a Nh1te House 1nV1tat10n, but Morr1s Abram who is now
‘the pres1dent of Brandeis Un1vers1ty, was an Atlanta 1awyer here for -
ymany years, and Morr1s was one of my good frlends and good advxsers.
"Morr1s thinking probab]y has as much 1nf]uence over my act1v1ty as
any outs1der.} He waseco-eha1rman of that, andaeven though I got an‘
©jnvitation frohfthe WhitefHduse,AI‘m satisfied Horris inrited‘me.

~Sir, 1 do have one‘question.-ylt'really is'probably too early t0~ask“-h

this queetion but has the‘Southern Christian Leadership Conference -

- had cons1derab1e 1eadersh1p d1ff1cu3t1es since Dr. King's death?

That s d1ff1cu1t for me to answer, because we haven t had any probTems

" here. There s a strugg]e 1n v e . . Wel, there s one Hosea w11]1ams

';athat s really a b1ack militant, thai‘s‘right up there fighting. I
'=‘th1nk the present cha1rman, [Ralph] Abernathy, 1s try1ng very hard
"to fol1ow in Dr King's ph1losophy, and of course Hosea and some of :
“-the others are try1ng to make it more militant. But certa1n1y,
, watch1ng it on national te]ev1s1on, and its act1on over the country,
.the 1eadersh1p has weakened cons1derable 1 don t think there's
_ anybody to take Dr. K1ng S p]aee.

-~ Well, I think most people assume that he was that organization. - -

That's right.
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B: 1S1r, I don't have any more quest1ons. ,If you'den‘t have anythfng,more

to say, I think we re done.‘

J: t',Ne11, th1s 1s someth1ng you can talk about a long t1me, but th1s 1s

'-} about all the t1me you and I have this- morn1ng I apprec1ate your

-coming by and enJoyed meet1ng you.‘"

B:  Thank you.

[End of Tape 1 of 1 and Interview I
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