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PLACE: Corpus Christi, Texas

Tape 1 of 1

G: One thing that you didn't mention in that earlier tape that I'm
going to ask you to recall is the first time that you met Lyndon
Johnson. I know you were one of his students on the debate team
there. Do you recall your first encounter with him?

J: No, I don't have any definite memory. I just enrolled in
debating, and he was the teacher. Very soon I got acquainted
with him as a teacher, and then Tater on more intimately when
we'd start taking these trips. I don't have any memory of being
aware of him until I got in that course.

G: Had you been on the debate team before?

dJd: No, no. You see, he came there the same year that I was a senior.
He was new and I was new. I got in his class. In other words, he
hadn't been there the year previous to have a reputation. I think
that is correct.

G: How would you describe him as a debate teacher?'

J: Very enthusiastic, very demanding. He was infected with the idea
of winning; he talked a lot about, "Let's win."

G: How many students were there on the debate team at this time?
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J: I've forgotten, but the class wasn't large, perhaps twenty in the
class.

G: How did you decide on the team?

J: Of course, [when] we started out it was just a regular class with

lectures and assignments from him. Early in the game we were
assigned debating topics, and I suppose that's the way he isolated
the four that became his team. I worked real hard in it. I Toved it.
So did Gene [Latimer] and so did these two girls. And very rapidly
we were sort of isolated and started getting special attention.

G: Did you think of him as being too serious then?

J: I don't know. I don't remember especially how I thought of him,
except that his enthusiasm was contagious. I remember there was a

book by a former governor named Pat Neff called The Battles aof Peace,

a book of orations or speeches that this man had made in his race
for governor. [They contained] a lot of purple rhetoric by present
standards, and Mr. Johnson just loved these speeches. There were
speeches on motherhood and a whole bunch of stuff--very beautifully
said,_but very purple, the rhetoric. He would read these speeches
to us with much gusto and ;timu]ate our enthusiasm for beautiful
language.

And I remember there was one speech [by].éob Ingersoll. You
know who he is, don't you? Well, Bob Ingersoll was a great speaker
maybe seventy-five years ago, a public speaker, and many [of his]
orations have been put in books. One of his orations was a speech

at his brother's grave. Many declaimers used this speech in
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declamation contests. Lyndon used to read that because it's filled
with beaufifu] language. But he did that with a lot of other
people who wrote well. He loved nice language, beautiful language,
and he tried to stimulate in us a love of beautiful language.

I didn't have the impression that Lyndon was a scholar, as
such, but I did get the impression that he really loved beautiful
language. In this sense I compare Lyndon a whole lot to Lincoln,
who I think is the world's greétest master of the English language--
you know, a simple and homespun guy just Tike Lyndon was in a way.
This was one of his main characteristics; Lyndon could handle the
king's English. A lot of people don't realize that unless they've
worked with him, but he could handle it very well. ~ l

G: I suppose another one of his teaching characteristics was a tendency
to challenge his students to take the opposing viewpoint and argue
with them or put them under pressure. Was this something he did?

J: Oh, I can't remember details, except I can remember that he was
very restless in his teaching in the sense that he'd roam all
around the room. He didn't stand in one place. He was liable to
be ovér in the corner or in the back. You couldn't sit still and
not do anything. He was challenging, yes. That would be a correct
word. He was a very}unusua] teacher. If he hédn't been president,
he probably would have been a great teacher, or could have been.

G: I have in my notes an item that indicates that he went to Austin
to the state legislature to lobby for the Houston teachers

association or something in favor of a cigarette tax in support
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of education or something like this.

J: I don't know anything about that.

G: Anything else on the teaching angle that was not covered in that
first interview? |

J: Perhaps it's worth mentioning that his Uncle George, he called him,
was also a teacher of history. 'Lyndon was exceedingly fond of the
old man. He was much older.

G: Did you know his Uncle George?‘

J: I got to as I got to know Lyndon better. I have memory of occasions
when Lyndon and I and Gene, for example, would go into Uncle George's
office after school, and Lyndon would run something by him, use him
as a sounding board. In other words, there was a lot of respect
for Uncle George, and I have a feeling that Uncle George played maybe
a pretty important part in Lyndon's life at that stage, for good
advice. Lyndon's sort of an impetuous sort of a fellow, and I'm
sure it didn't hurt him to have an older man cautioning him once in
a while about the quicksands.

G: Were they much alike?

J:  No. No, not at all. Uncle George was solid and staid and con-
servative and Lyndon was peppy and enthusiastic. Not at all alike.

6:  Did he talk to you much about his earlier Tife? - His youth? His
experience in California?

J: No. No, he did not. But he did talk some about his daddy being
in the legislature. Every now and then‘he'd talk about Roy Miller.

In those days Roy Miller was one of his heroes. I assume that Roy
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Miller had something to do with his going with Kleberg; I'm not sure.
But Roy Miller apparently had been a good friend of his father.

G: What did he say about his father?

J: Nothing, except he'd tell legislative stories. Politics, of course,
fascinated him. I can't repeat any of them, but occasionally we'd
get a story of something that had happened in the legislature, and
he'd bring his daddy into the story.

G: Did you ever meet his father?

J: No. Well, now I might [have]. HNo, I don't think I did. If I did,
I've forgotten. I met his mother.

G: A number of historians have put forward the thesis that he was much
more influenced by his mother than by his father, and yet he qhose
the profession of his father. )

J: I wouldn't have any way of evaluating that.

His mother impressed me. 1 saw her several times. She
impressed me as a very forceful woman with very definite views, and
she was very articulate and obviously a woman of some education and
refinement. 1 would assume that many of Lyndon's good qualities
came through her side of the family. I didn't know the father.

G: = Before he got that job with Representative Kleberg, did he talk
much about po]itics'and the possibility of a career in politics?

J: I can't recall anything special, but my impression now, looking
back, is that Lyndon Johnson was always focused on an individual
problem and that options came to him just automatically. He did

today's job, and then first thing you know he'd have choices. All
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during the time I knew him he was always getting opportunities to do
other things that would advance him.v Like, for example, I told you---
do you want me to stick to the school period?

G: Yes. I think we're just about done with that, so let's work up to
the Kleberg.

J: I don't quite know how to put this, but in my own life I've done a
lot of daydreaming, and I've been associated with people who've
done a lot of daydreaming. 1 think this is not untypical of young
men who go to school and get an education. But on looking back I
have the impression that Lyndon Johnson was not a daydreamer.
At least, that's my impression. Lyndon was a "doer." You know,
"Let the others dream, just give me a job to do and 1'11 consume
myself with immediacy." 1 really donft think that Lyndon worried
about the future the way some people do, the way perhaps typical
students do. I think he was conceited enough, assured enough to
feel that he could do anything that fate put in front him, as long
as it was within his physical and mental abilities. He was completely
confident. This was really his long suit, and it was totally

i contagious. I mean, even people who disliked him would join him

many times. It was contagious. It would absolutely grab hold of you.

G: Do you recall any aséociation that he had with—Representative Kleberg
other than, let's say, through Roy Miller before he took that job?

J: I had never even heard of Kleberg. The only time when I heard of
Kleberg was when Lyndon Johnson informed me that he was going to

work for Kleberg. That was the first time I ever heard of him.
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I think at the time he informed me--I'm mixed up on my dates--I
had finished high school, and I was in Rice or I was abbut to
go to Rice.

G: I think that's f‘l’ght.

J: I had never heard of Kleberg. I didn't even know he existed.
I barely knew there was a King Ranch. Then the next time I saw
Kleberg was when I went to work for him. I'11l never forget that -
day. I drove up there, nineteén years old, [to] the big house
on the hill--there's a Catholic church there now--where Kleberg
lived. They were having coffee out on the porch when I got there
about four o'clock. It looked very sumptuous to me. And I had
heard by then that he was one of the rich men of the state. So
I had a 1ot of awe in me when 1 approached it. He put me right
at ease, though.

Kleberg loved to demonstrate that he was a master of big
words. He immediately started off throwing big words at me, but it
didn't bother me because I'm a master of big words, too, you know.
(Laughter) You know what I mean. He threw nothing at me that I

~ wasn't familiar with.
G: He was also fluent in Spanish, I understand.
J: Yes, very much so.

And he wrote an atrocious letter, the way many people do. It
lacked informality. The contrast between his letters and Lyndon's
is just terrific. Lyndon wrote informal letters, the way people
talk. It's a gift to be able to do that. Most people freeze up

when they have to write a business letter.
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Have you studied Lyndon's letters? This would be an interesting--

G: Oh, yes. Oh, sure.

J: Some of them reached as good as Lincoln. You know, Lincoln had this
ability. Did you ever study Lincoln's letters?

G: Not nwch.

J: Oh, it's a joy. He wrote his out in Tonghand. Lyndon dictated his.

G: What can you tell us about the relationship between Lyndon Johnson
and Richard Kleberg?

J: Extremely friendly. Lyndon was devoted to him, dedicated to him.
0f course, Lyndon was imbued with an jdea that I would imagine he
got from his father--it's the central idea of all politicians--that
loyalty is the number one trait. Everything is subordinate to loyalty.
You must be loyal. And he pursued his job under the dominion of
that kind of thinking. He was going to be loyal to Kleberg, first,
last, and always. And he expected people who worked for him to have
that attribute and characteristic, to be loyal. He could forgive you
if you were stupid, if you made mistakes, but he'd never forgive you
if you displayed any disloyalty. This was the theme that he iterated
‘and re%terated many, many times in different ways. It was the
cardinal sin. It was the mortal sin to be disloyal.

G:  He seems to have beeﬁ considerably more of a liberal than Representa-
tive Kleberg in the early thirties.

J: I know that would be easy to imagine, but I'm not sure that's true.
Not really more liberal. In the Dodge Hotel in the discussions we'd

have between Bob Jackson, who later became the editor of the paper
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here, and Gene lLatimer and me--of course I just listened; it was Bob
and Lyndon usually--Bob was 1iberal. It may come as a surprise to
you to say that Lyndon often talked very conservative. I can
remember there was a discussion about Huey Long's book. Lyndon
found a lot of things in that book worth remembering, but he

also was critical of the part about spending so much money--you
know, just spend, spend, spend, spend. I think at this time Lyndon
was reflecting Roy Miller's inf]uence, and I think that Lyndon's
spending propensities were, I would say, just expediency. Any
politician adapts to whatever's required of him, and the climate
changed and Lyndon changed. I don't think Lyndon was either a
conservative or a 1iberal. I think he was whatever he felt like he
needed to be. You can't stay in politics if you don't have this
philosophy. If you want to be like Goldwater, you get defeated.

G: I get the impression that he persuaded Representative Kleberg to
support some of the New Deal measures.

J: I don't think there's any question about that. They had lots of
arguments. Kleberg would come back from these committees just

" shocked at the suggestions, but he finally voted for the AAA.

G: That was the one I was thinking about.

J: Yes. Lyndon and Roy Miller and Kleberg had ldfs of discussions
about this. Of course, I wasn't in on them. I could hear them,
and then Lyndon would talk about it later. But I think that
Lyndon's conclusion, and Roy Miller's conclusion, too, unless I'm

mistaken, was that we had to do it. It was terrible; it was a
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break with the past, but it was a necessity. We had a terrible
emergency. It was like a war. This was Lyndon's attitude, that
if you've got a war you can't ignore it. You've got to meet it.
You've got to adjust to the crisis.

G: Do you recall any other specific examples where he persuaded
Representative Kleberg to support something that he wasn't [for]?

J: - No, I rea]]y don't. There probably were some.

G: Before we turned on the tape you mentioned that a great part of his
day was spent with veterans and service connected disabilities.
Would you talk about that?

J: When I first went to work for Mr. Kleberg, a large part of the work.
of the office consisted of helping veterans of World War I get ~
their claims for compensation service connected to show that any
ailment they then had was connected with some injury they sustained
in the war. Lyndon spent an enormous amount of time on this on the
telephone, and doing other things, too. Anything that was required
to be done to help these people, he did it, and he was very successfd].
He service connected hundreds of them.

G: Is that right?

J: Oh, yes. And, of course, his reputation developed as this happened.
Because he was comiﬁg in contact with a lot of’peop]e. He was having
parents naming children after him and a whole bunch of things. 1
know that happened several times, in gratitude.

I get the inpression also that he developed a lot of close contacts

L <P
ae

in the varicus departwents.
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J: Yes, I'm sure that's true, mainly as a part of this effort. In
order to succeed he had to have lots of contacts with lots of
officials at all levels.

G: Do you remember the case of the—-I‘think he was a customs insbector |
at E1 Paso or somewhere near the border who was too old to be
given civil service status, and he [Johnson] went to one of the
civil service commissioners and got him reinstated?

J: I don't remember that. |

G: He had a friend, I guess, who worked with Jim Farley in the Post
Office Department, Bill Bray or Bob Bray.

J: I don't remember him.

G: What other things would occupy his time?

J: He was absolutely intent on, insistent on getting the mail out.

He wanted to answer every day's mail every day. And listen, that's
a job. Sometimes two hundred letters would come in. Just doing
his routine duties kept him very busy. It kept me busy and Gene
busy, too. We worked real hard. The days flew by.

G: Did you get the feeling that he, rather than Dick Kleberg, was in

‘reality the congressman?

J: Oh, there's no question about that.

G: Was this all right with Representative K]ebergé .

J: Absolutely.

G:  What were his days 1ike? Did he just play golf and kind of--

J: I've got an impression that Dick Kleberg enjoyed hobnobbing with

powerful people, and he was able to do it because he was accepted .
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as being a very rich, powerful man himself. I think he enjoyed it.
I think that's where he gdt his kicks, being able to pick up the
phone and ca]T Jim Farley and talk to him on a personal basis, and
countless others, too. But I don't think that he cared at all for
the routine of that congressman's office. He could not care less.
The Tittle petty details and getting these things done I don't think
he cared [about]; he was just delighted to have Lyndon do it.

G: Roy Miller seems to have an exerted a lot of influence on that office
and have been very close to LBJ.

J: He was in there every day when he was in Washington. I used to take
his letters. He'd come in and dictate twenty or thirty personal
letters. And, by the way, he was an artist with words, too. Did
you ever hear any stories about him? He was a great storyteller.
He'd always stop and tell us a few new stories that he'd heard,
and they were always well told and very funny. He wrote a beautiful
letter, or dictated a beautiful letter. He was a real artist with
words. I just loved to take his dictation.

G: Did most of his activities up there concern Corpus [Christi]?

J: 1 don;t really remember. I understood vaguely that he was a lobbyist.
I actually never saw what he did. I know that when I got my law
degree and Lyndon was trying to help me get a job Roy Miller exerted
lots of help. He had the contacts. Even though Lyndon was congressman,
Roy had more contacts than Lyndon. You have to have a vacancy before
you can get a joh, but Roy had the way paved for me for a dozen jobs

just as soon as [there was] a vacancy. Finally I got one in the
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Justice Department, and Lyndon was backing up everything. But
Roy went all out for me. You see, I had been a young man that had
helped him and worked for him. I loved him, too. 1 thought Roy
was great. But I was never conscious of his modus operandi. I
don't know what he did. I don't know how he did his job.

G: Did you see much of Senator Alvin Wirtz during this period? Did

he come up?

J: 1 had worked in his office when I was in law school.

G: Oh, I guess I did know that.

J: When I was a senior in law school I was an apprentice in his office.

G: In the Interior Department in Washington?

J: No. No, no. In Austin, when I was in law school. -And then later
on I worked for Wirtz as an executive assistant when he was under
secretary of the Interior. Mary Rather was his secretary. 1 saw
him every day.

He and Lyndon were very close. Lyndon loved Wirtz and thought
he was very astute, aﬁd indeed he was a very astute, very good
lawyer and very smart politician. In fact he was a very, real

- bright lawyer.
G: Was he sort of like a mentor or a father to Lyndon Johnson?
J: Yes, that would be ﬁy impression. I can recall .one instance that

will illustrate the relationship. The day that Lyndon Johnson
decided to run for Congress I was in the office. I was an
apprentice in Wirtz's office. I was taking dictation from Wirtz,

and Lyndon came in the office. Lyndon was with the NYA then.
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And in my presence they discussed--they had apparently previously
discussed it, but this was the final discussion--"Am I going to
run or am I not?" It was settled in that discussion that he would
run.
The problem in the discussion was, "What will the issue be?"

I don't know who brought it up, whether it was Lyndon or Wirtz,
but one of them suggested that maybe the court packing plan would
be a good issue. And of course Wirtz being the fine lawyer that
he was, all his instincts rebelled at Roosevelt's position on the
court packing plan. I remember he voiced those objections, but
he agreed with Lyndon that it would probably be a popular issue
and that a do-or-die issue was essential. Something had to
dramatize Lyndon, and this was just as good as any. There would
probably be more people with him than against him. Most people
don't feel Tike lawyers. Most ordinary people would be inclined
to follow Roosevelt. So it was agreed in that conference that the
issue would be the court packing plan, and Lyndon lost a lot of
lawyers and lost a lot of the intelligentsia who thought the

: court'packing plan was an act of tyranny and subjection of our
democracy. But as it turned out it was a good issue, because it
did dramatize.

After all, there were a bunch of candidates in that race,

some of whom were a lot better known than Lyndon. I remember
there was one lawyer in there who had been in Austin twenty years.

Was his name Shelton? Polk Shelton?
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G: Polk Shelton.

J: I don't know whether that suggests [this] to you, but Wirtz helped him
make that [decision]. His attitude toward Wirtz was, "I want your
advice. I'll be guided by it." I think if Wirtz had said "Don't run,"
my impression is he wouldn't have run. He might not héve. Wirtz
thought he could win. He wanted him to run. |

G: What did Wirtz think of him?

J: Of whom? Lyndon? I think he loved him.

G: Did he ever talk to you about Lyndon Johnson?

J: No. But most people who had anything to do with Lyndon loved him.
I'm sure he had his detractors. I know he did. But the people
that worked with him liked him. He had some faults,-but most people
were willing to overlook them because the guy was obviously a
genius in politics.

G: I want to ask you some more about Senator Wirtz, but I don't want
to jump ahead too much here. You mentioned that while he was
working for Representative Kleberg that he had lots of options
and that he was considering other job possibilities.

J: ‘One inlparticu]ar that I remember was--and the timing I can't tell
you; we'll say maybe a year after I'd been with Kleberg--Lyndon
discussed the fact tﬁat he had baen approached by somebody connected
with [Texas] A&I University, somebody in authority, [and told] that
if he wanted the presidency he could have it. Lyndon at that time
couldn't have been over twenty-six, [twenty-] seven years old, and

there was a lot of discussion about whether the other professors
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would accept him. Also, there was some talk on his part about what
he would do if he got it. He was thinking in terms of improving

it, getting better professors in and doing things in agriculture
that had never been done before, and turning it into one of the top
universities in the world. In other words, this was the way his

mind worked. Instantly, he started thinking about, "How I can

make this the greatest school in the country."” What happened to this
I don't know. 1 don'f know why he dropped it. I do not know why

it didn't come to fruition.

You recall also, I think, about the offer from G.E. in New York.

jop)

J: I recall there was discussion. Lyndon talked about the fact that
if he wanted to--you told me the man's name was Adam;, I'd forgétten——
Mr. Adams would hire him and subject him to a training program
and after that he'd be a lobbyist. 1 remember the amount of money
he would makevwas very attractive, because it was larger than
anything most people his age could make any other way. Lyndon
speculated about taking it. I think he was tempted very much.
Then somewhere in this, along about this time, he got this NYA
possibility of a job, and that probably threw him off the track
of the General Electric lobby job.

G: You said that Vice President Garner had a role in the NYA thing?

J: That's my impression. I have memory of Lyndon talking about the
Vice President being on his side.

G: How did he put it?

J: I can't remember how he put it, except I just have the impression
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that he was giving the Vice President a lot of credit for the fact
that he could have the job. I think the Vice President liked
Lyndon very much, maybe because of Kleberg, because the Vice President

and Kleberg, as I understood it, were close.

G: Did you have an opportunity to see his work in the Little Congress?
J: Yes.
G: And how he was elected speaker of the Little Congress? Do you

remember that?

Jd: Well, I remember he was elected. And I remember we went on a trip
to New York.

G: That was one he organized, I guess.

J: Yes. We went on a train trip, and I remember we went into the '
New Yorker Hotel. I ate a fish dinner, and I was not accustomed
to drinking but I drank some highballs and got deathly sick that
night. Oh God, I can still remember it. (Laughter) That's about
all I remember of that trip, is that I got sick beéause I had too
many highballs.

| I can still see Lyndon going up and down the train shaking
"~ hands. I don't know what we were trying to do. He was always
mobilizing people.. I remember one time, I think this is
correct, Huey Long came over and spoke to thevL?ttle.Congress. Has
somebody else mentioned that?

G: Right . I think that's when the photographer's flash exploded and

it scared him.

J: Yes, now that you mention that I sort of have a vague memory of it.
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Did he get Huey to speak?

Yes, I'm sure he did, because Lyndon saw a lot in Huey that
attracted him.

I get that impression.

Oh, yes.

What do you think it was?

I don't know. It looked Tike Huey might be presidential material,
a great leader. Lyndon may.have seen himself in the same role.

I gather he admired Huey's speaking ability.

Winning votes, his ability to win votes against the big interests.
Populist instincts.

Yes. Yes, that would be the word.

Did LBJ ever express these sentiments to you?

Oh, not in terms, but I know that he was very much impressed with

that book, Every Man A King.

I wanted to ask you one more question about Vice President Garner.
One book indicates that Garner had the idea of taking over some

of the patronage appointments of Texas congressmen and giving

them to the vice president, and that while he was Kleberg's

secretary Lyndon Johnson helped generate opposition to this and
defeated the proposal. Does that ring a bell with you?

No. I knew nothing about that. -

Let's talk about his career in law school. You enrolled in law
school with him.

He didn't have much career. He was out in just a few weeks.
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From the very start he didn't show any particular aptitude for it.
Right at the beginning we were given assignments where we had to
brief a lot of cases. He did it for a couple of nights, and it
became obvious that he wasn't going to do it anymore. (Laughter)

G: Why?

J: I don't know. I don't know. It just didn't hit him right. Because
he was not a stranger to tedious work. Working for these veterans,
he'd work all day for one veteran, the most tedious kind of effort.
I don't know. I don't know why. Maybe it was because he was
preoccupied with other things. At this stage in his life--if my
timing is right--I think he was in the throes of being in love and
wanting to get married, and 1 suppose that would cloud any man'§
vision. (Laughter) Bird was much nicer than any law school.

G: You would go to class together in the evenings, I guess?

J: Yes. Then we'd come back to the office or go home to the Dodge
Hotel, and I'd start studying. You need to study about an hour to
get the assignment, or maybe two hours. But he very rapidly
indicated that that's for the birds. He wasn't going to do it, and
"he dropped out of law school very soon.

G: What led him to enroll in Taw school in the first place?

J: I don't know, except that he had noticed that aost of the people
he admired were lawyers.

G: But he waited until you came up ihere before he did. He waited
until the fall of 1934.

J: My memory is coming back to me now. I know from things that he told
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me that Wirtz kept te]iing him, "If you'll get a law degree and get
a license and come to Texas, either join me or I'1l set us up

some way. You can make a ton of money and be a very powerful man."
In other words, the law was another option. I know Wirtz was
stimulating him to go to law school. My memory now is that Wirtz
kept telling him that, "You can better yourself, I mean tremendously,
if you'll become a lawyer."

G: Do you think one of the reasons that the material did not really
catch his interest was because it seemed abstract to him rather
than real?

J: Oh, I can't believe that, because everything he did in that office--
That may be. He liked to play with actual people, not dry-as-dust
abstractions. That may be. I don't know. Who knows? It may have
been his impending marriage, though. That's enough to distract
anybody away from [study].

G: Tell me about the Dodge Hotel. What was 1ife at the Dodge like?

J: Just a bunch of young men down there on the bottom floor surrounded
by old ladies. In Washington all the young men were pretty

_ ambitious. Most of them were all going to law school, and they all
had dreams of going home and being in politics or being in law
firms. I did. I dreamed about being a lawyer; that's what I wanted
to be. Just a bunch of young men. John Connally was down there
for a while. He came later,

You know what I remember about John? (Laughter) 1 remember

several things, but one thing in particular--the way he loved his hair.
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Bear in mind this is a very young man. He's three year$ younger

than I am. He devoted much more tirme than you would imagine to

combing his hair, brushing his hair. You know, he'd look at nis

hair, and he'd brush it, and he'd brush it, and he'd brush it. If

we'd kid him about it he'd say, "Well, this will guarantee that it will

never come out, it will never be thin. I'm going to keeﬁ it like

this all my life." 1In those days hair was short. They didn't have

it full 1ike they do now. Butlboy, he'd lovingly caress it. Do

you think that is a footnote for history? (Laughter) I think he's

still got his hair, hasn't he? That's his hair, it's not a wig, is

it? He's got beautiful hair.
G: I guess it worked. 7
J: Listen, before we leave this period I was just looking backwards,

and to put everything in proper perspective, my impréssion is that

Lyndon was basically no different from any other young man. I mean

any other intelligent, bright, aggressive, modern young man. Lyndon

wanted to do the best he could with what he had. He was keeping his

eye open for the main chance, always. That is the impression I

' have.. It's 1ike all the other people I know who are bright and

aggressive and energetic and intelligent. I don't think he thought

of himself as ever gbing to be president. I think he thought 1in

terms of today. I don't think he ever looked very far into the

future.

| Now he did have to make decisions, like he had to make a

decision to go to be NYA director, but I think he made it fast.
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I don't think he dreamed about it ahead of time. I think he got
wind that it was a possibility, that it would be a good thing for
him, and made the decision. Wow that's another characteristic of
Lyndon. He could make decisfons. He had no trouble making
decisions. I would put that down as a very important characteristic.
I don't ever recall him worrying about making a decision on anythihg.
Do you know what I mean? He either did it or he didn't, very rapidly.
And I'm sure made some mistakes.

G: I suppose after the sessions ended you'd be down here in Corpus?

In the area?

J: You mean when he was working for Kleberg?

G: Right. -

J: Yes, he came down to Corpus.

G: And was this when you lived in that house on--

J: Well now, when I first came down here is when we lived in the house

on the water. Lyndon and Gene and I lived up in the top floor.

G: Do you want to tell the story about the bathtub?

J: We had been in this house for three or four months, five or six

' months; I don't know how long. 'Very comfortable, very nice place

to live, but I think Lyndon--or somebody, it might have been Gene--
left the shower running. Maybe the tub got plugged. In some way.
the water overran and came down and dripped through the ceiling, and
the landlady was very irate. She called Lyndon and chided him, and
I suppose to her surprise his response was equally strong. He very

rapidly told her that if that was the way she felt, we'd just move
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out, and we did. We moved out that day.

G: And found another--

J: Yes. We moved into a hotel.

G: Did he spend much time at the King Ranch?

J: I don't think so. If he did I wasn't aware of it. No, I'm sure he
didn't. He was in that office every day.

G: You indicated that he helped Maury Maverick, that the three of you

went down to--

J: San Antonio.
G: In that tax assessor race.
J: I have no memory of how it happened that he did this. I suppose

that Maury Maverick asked Kleberg to borrow Lyndon.- In any event
we went, and I'm sure with Klieberg's blessing, otherwise we couldn't
have gone. What we did, we just assisted in the campaign. we got
there two or three days before the actual election. One of the
problems was distributing money to these Latin families. If a
particular family had five voters, then that family wou]d be given
five times X. I don't know how much a vote. Like if it was five

: do]lafs, you'd get twenty-five dollars. Lyndon and some other
people, there were several workers 1like Lyndon, were mistaken,
nanding this money dut. And also there was a lot of paperwork.
We were writing ads for the papers and writing speeches for the
radio. Lyndon was supervising all of this stuff. He was doing
everything. He was dictating speeches for the radio. 1 wrote some

of the ads, but Lyndon would redo them. He had the final say on
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everything. I don't know where the money came from. 1 suppose
vlaury was supplying the money, or some of Maury's contributors.

And this was the stage where I think Dan Quill gets into the
picture. Dan was ohe of Maury's buddies, if I'm not mistaken and
this was where they got acquainted. Later on Dan became postmaster
and one of Lyndon's staunchest advocates. Is he still alive?

G: Oh, yes. Yes.

J: I guess he's retired now, isn't he?

G: Right, yes. I saw him about nine months ago.

J: He probably could supply you with some facts about Lyndon. They
were very close. Lyndon liked him.

G: Let's talk about Lyndon Johnson and Maury Maverick. JDid you ge£
an opportunity to see them together? 

J: Not then, but Tater on Maury came as congressman to Washington and
lived in the Dodge Hotel for a while down on the bottom floor. We
saw him every day.

G: Is that right?

J: He was quite a character.

6:  What was he 1ike?

J: Oh, unusual, unorthodox. He'd go out to supper-with a bunch of us
younger men and regale us with his unorthodox opinions. He was very
liberal, of course. I think he enjoyed shocking people. If you
were easy to shock, why, Maury could shock you.

G: I get the impression that FDR was quite fond of Maury Maverick.

J: Probably. I don't know.
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G: Do you think he was much of an influence on Lyndon Johnson?

J: I doubt it, but I don't know. I don't know. Because I don't recall
Lyndon ever doing anything that was just sensational. Do you know
what I mean? Lyndon didn't try to shock people. At least that's
not my impression of him. I mean, Lyndon always, at least in his
public appearances, wanted to seem to be in the middle. I believe
that was his nature, too. I think that that was where he wanted to
be and tried to be, although necessity put him on a Tittle left
of center sometimes. But I don't think that Lyndon was--I wish I
could find the word for that. What's the word for being in the
center? 1 think Lyndon was the happiest when he was in the center. -
Is it centrist? -

G: Dick Kleberg seemed considerably more conservative than, say,

Maury Maverick.

J: I would think so, yes.
G: And I'm wondering--
He's got so much more money. .(Laughter)
G: I'm wondering if there was ever a problem of loyalties here?

J: Well, as they say, politics makes strange bedfellows. I don't really
know. I don't know what the background is between them.

G: How about Welly Hopkins? He was another friehé that we haven't talked
about that I guess was a state senator at this time.

J: When Lyndon was a teacher in high school he would talk about Welly
Hopkins. It seems that Welly Hopkins went to the senate, and Lyndon

worked in his campaign, maybe managed it, while Lyndon was in college.
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This experience made a tremendous impression on Lyndon.

G: He did talk about it?

J: Oh, yes. He talked about things that happened in the campaign;
you know, little victories they won, mistakes they made. He
talked about it a lot to his debate class, to his debaters. He
would illustrate things. Oh yes, I heard about Welly Hopkins.

I met him later on and got to know him pretty well, but I heard
about him a long time before I ever saw him.

G: So that would indicate a pretty active interest in politics while

he was teaching.

J: Oh, yes. This campaign made an impression on him.
G: Do you recall any particulars? -
J: No, I don't. I know that in every campaign you make mistakes and

you have victories and you have defeats, and Lyndon was painfully
conscious of every victory and every defeat. It's very obvious
that Lyndon felt 1ike he personally had a lot to.do with Welly's
success. In other words, he did a good job.

G: Let's see. I guess we're ready to go to the NYA period now.

J: - The NYA_period was a very hectic period. Now, let's see, to get
oriented: I was in law school, 1iving with Lyndon in Dr. iMontgomery's
home. Willard Deason was my roommate. I would go:to law school
in the morning and then work in the NYA office as a secretary in the
afternoons. 1 just have two or three impressions about that. It
was routine secretarial work, but I have these impressions about

Lyndon.
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Lyndon had a staff of people that were very loyal to him and
that would argue with him. They were picked for that reason. 1
mean, they would have very heated discussions about tactics and what
should be done and how the money should be spent. 1 know Ray
Roberts, for example, who later got to be a congressman, was one pf
Lyndon's good lieutenants. Lyndon loved Ray because Ray would tell
him the truth. He had some woman there, whose name I can't remember,
that would upset him. She wou]d upset Lyndon, I've forgotten why,
with her attitudes. But anyway, the only project in NYA that I really
remember about was this program that produced these parks that we

have all over Texas.

G: The roadside parks.

J: The roadside parks. Herbert Henderson--do you remember him?

G: Oh, yes.

J: He had been Lyndon's speech writer in his race for Congress. No,

wait, he was later a speech writer. But Herbert was helping out.

You had to write a brochure justifying these things.b This was a

big problem, putting it in words. They had many heated discussions

on whether this was a good way to spend the money. They had to

spend the money, and they had to do it fast. This was a decision that
Lyndon had to make. This was one time in his.iife when making

the decision was hard, and they had many, many confereﬁces. There
were a lot of viewpoints. I don't know what the alternatives were.

I don't know what Ray wanted or what the other people wanted, but

everybody had a different idea on how this money ought to be spent.
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I remember Herbert Henderson was adamant for the parks. One
of the things that I think persuaded Lyndon was that Herbert ration-
alized it so beautifully. Part of it is telling why. He could
write well. Finally the time came when Lyndon made the decision,
and then they had to put it in writing. I typed it up, and Herbert
did most of the writing. God, he sweat blood on it, be1ieve me.
He was a very talented guy. I don't know what his addiction was.
Was it whiskey or something? Was it dope? He had some addiction.
As long as you could keep him off of whatever his addiction was,
he was a brilliant gquy.

G: I think he drank too much.

J: It was whiskey. But he could write, boy; I mean he had a golden
pen. He was a very valuable man, too. He wrote some beautiful
stuff for Lyndon. Al1l the time he was with Lyndon, for example,
if they had to write a letter, or somebody died and you needed
a beautiful letter, Herbert wrote it. (Laughter) Perfume the
rose.

G: Did you get any insight into Lyndon Johnson's attitudes toward
blacks during the NYA period?

J: | Not really. I don't recall anything about blacks at any time I
was with Lyndon, whiéh leads me to the impression that Lyndon's
position on blacks was purely expediency. That possibly might
offend some of his friends, but that is my personal opinion.

And I don't regard that as being derogatory. I just think that's

one of the realities; if you're in politics, you've got to go
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the way the wind blows. I think that once he got into it, though,
he got enamored of it and did a wonderful thing for the couhtry.
What's the name of that act? It was the Civil Rights Act. Wasn't
that passed in his--?

G: Oh, there were several.

J: I think that that's done more good for the country, in terms of race
relations, than anything that's happened. It's given the blacks
and the other minorities a say 5n the government. But I don't
think his heart was bleeding for the blacks at the time it was
started. I mean, I don't have that impression. I never saw anything
that would make me think that.

G: Well, the only thing [is] that he seems to have earnéd the esteem
of Mary McLeod Bethune, who was on the national board of the NYA
back then. She was a prominent black leader ét the time. I'm just
wondering if there were a set of circumstances here that you recall
that warranted that?

J: No. Of course, it might be explainable in that undoubtedly it was.
the wave of the future at this time in his life. Anybody with any
"sense could see we had to do something about his race problem. It
had to be, if you were intelligent, and Lyndon was intelligent.

Here again, it was a‘prob1em that had to be sofved, so he dropped
everything and addressed himself to it. I don't think you should write
any significance into his [actions], at least I wouldn't, other

than that that would come from any politician adopting a position

that has to be taken, ought to be taken, because things have changed.



LBJ Presidential Library ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT More on LBJ Library oral histories:
http://www.lbjlibrary.org Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781] http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

[ep RN <R ©p

[<p)

Jones -- II -- 30

You know, the climate's changed. We're ready for some changes
now. Maybe that's an oversimplification. I don't know.

As NYA director, did he have any problems with the WPA?

I don't remember. I don't remember.

They were officed in San Antonio, I guess, at this date.

I don't know. I don't remember.

Okay.

~ Are you getting any viewpoint from other people about his black

position?
No. Really, what brought that on--
Any different from what I've just expressed?
Oh, sure, we've really gotten an array of viewpoints. But the reason
I tied it to the NYA period was because of this fact with regard
to Mary MclLeod Bethune.
Well now, did Senator Wirtz play much of a role as an adviser
to him while he was NYA director? 1[I guess Senator Wirtz was on the

board, wasn't he?

You know, I don't remember. I'm sure that if Wirtz was around, Lyndon

“would talk to him. I just can't imagine him not using him.

There was also General H. Miller Ainsworth from Luling.

You know, I just barely remember that name. I don't remember anything
about him.

Do you remember LBJ going to conferences in Washington to meet with
the national NYA officials or anything like this?

No.
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Anything on his attitude toward Aubrey Williams?

[}

J: Aubrey Williams.

G: He was the national NYA director.

J: No. I haven't heard that name in many years.

G: Anything else on the NYA at all that you recall?

J: No. Have you talked to Ray Roberts?

G: Oh, yes.

J: Is he still alive and happy?

G: Oh, he is.

J: He's not in Congress still, is he?

G: Sure.

J: I didn't realize he was still there. -

G: He's a good source, all right. Yes, he is.

J: He could give you some good insights in it, because he was just right
in the middle of all these discussions. I touched them only on the
edge. I was just typing things. I didn't sit in on the conferences.

G: I guess Jake Pickle was there, too, wasn't he?

J: Well now, Jake wasn't, I don't think, a part of the NYA.

G: Oh, wasn't he?
J: No.
I remember Ray got married soon after he went with NYA and
then later divorced. And then later still this first wife, in
World War 1T, had a job in the White House, if I remember right.
G: Juanita Roberts.

J: Yes. Is she still around?
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Oh, she is, yes.

Jd: Where is she now?

G: She's in Washington. She's retired.

J: I wonder if she ever got married again?

G: I don't believe so.

J: Boy, I tell you, she and Ray really had a storybook romance. Ray

just floated on cloud nine for many weeks. We couldn't get him
to touch ground. (Laughter) i don't know what happened to the
marriage, but it sure did start off well.

G: I guess we ought to get to the 1937 campaign. You've mentioned the
conversations between Lyndon Johnson and Alvin Wirtz.

J: Of course, the most significant thing about that campaign that 1
remember was the employing of Claude Wild to be the campaign manager.
Claude Wild, as I understand it, had been the campaign manager
for Allred, previous]y; when he ran for governor. And the organiza-
tion that he had created was still intact for the particular area
that Lyndon would run.in. I can remember that Claude asked a fee.

I can't remember the amount of it. I think it was five thousand
"~ dollars; it might have been ten. 1 can remember that Bird had a

check for whatever the amount was, and I took it to the bank to

deposit it to be sure he got it. He wanted h{s—fee in advance.

G: Do you know who got him to do it?

J: I don't know. I was conscious all through this thing that he was
doing a very able job.

[Interruption]
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G: [We were] talking about Claude Wild.

J: Oh, yes. I had the impression that Claude Wild did a very able
job. Now I remember one of the conditions on which Wild accepted
this employment was that he would make the decisions on what was
to be said and when it would be said. In other words, he wanted to
dominate the campaign, and Lyndon agreed to that.

G: Did Wild do it?

J: Oh, sure. He sure did. Wild was a very intelligent lawyer, in
addition to being a campaign manager. I remember that near the end
of the campaign we had all this radio time--these were the days before
TV. We had all the radio time earmarked that we could get, and the
plan was that Lyndon was going to make the speeches en this last
night. At some point as the last day approached, Lyndon's side began
to hurt. It was diagnosed as appendicitis. And so the question
arose, "Should we put off the operation and take a chance or not?"

It was decided that they would let him be operated on immediately
for the publicity value that it would Bring, and that Wild would make
the last speeches. And by the way, Wild was a lot better speaker

* than Lyndon was, golden voice, very articulate. My mémory is that
those speeches came through beautifully. [Wild had] just the right
touch. The man had been stricken, but fHe's doing fine, and he'll
be up in a couple of days. So sorry he couldn't be he}e, but he
sends everybody good wishes." You know, the real baloney stuff,
but it was very effective. 1 think it was a real coup. Of coursé,

some people were unkind enough to think that Lyndon didn't really
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have appendicitis, but I know he did. He was doubled up‘with pain.
G: Were there others that felt 1ike they ought to hold up the operation?
J: I don't remember the details of it, but I do have the impkession

that there was some option, that it wasn't so bad that he couldn't

‘have made the speeches himself. But the decision was made that

since this might be a good chance to--I have a memory that some of

the people in the campaign didn't think Lyndon was making good

radio speeches. He was not a gbod speaker. Claude wanted a chance

to make the speeches. HMNow, that's my memory. If that offends

anybody, I'm sorry. (Laughter)

You know many people thought Lyndon couldn't make a good speech.

My reaction to Lyndon is, if you take Lyndon away from a prepared

text, where he was extemporizfng and where he didn't feel like

posterity was watching him, he could do a marvelous job, be extremely

articulate, clever, and could tell a story well. But you tie him down

to a printed speech, with the thought that perhaps posterity was

watching him, and I thought he became terrible. 1 thought his TV

,speeches were awful, a lot of them. But see, I've seen both sides of

"him. HNow in the classroom, as a teacher, he was dynamic and articulate

and exciting and interesting. That last night at that last party

we went to at the thte House he was making spéeehes, ad-1ibbing and

my wife--she had never heard him except on TV--said, "My God, he's

like a different man. Not even the same person." This deserves

to be commented on, what happens to a man who freezes with a printed

[text].
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G: Why do you think he‘froze like that?

J: I don't know. See, here is man who was a public speaking teacher.
John Connally used to do this. I think he's improved a Tittle bit.
I always felt like John would pose. He became suddenly conscious
of his own importance, kind of 1ike Napoleon with his hand in his
coat. As a historian, you might play with this a 1ittle bit. Has
anybody else ever commented on this difference between his informal
style and his formal style?

G: Oh, sure.

J: They're two different people.

G: Did you travel with him any during that campaign?

J: I drove a sound truck. I'd get into these little towns and tell
everybody he was coming, and maybe twenty people would show up in |
the square and we'd have a little speech. That's a very disheartening
experience. Nobody really givés a damn, or you kind of get that
feeling. But listen, he'd make the same speech to twenty people
that he'd make to a hundred. (Laughter)

I have a memory of a speech--1 can't tell you where the place
"was, but it was in Austin--and we were out someplace where the
audience was sitting on the‘grass. The thing that sticks in my
mind is that we had brearranged to be sure that there was plenty
of clapping at the right time. I don't know what the signals were,
but as soon as we got them we'd all clap vigorously. It was a pretty
good crowd, but I can't remember where it was.

G: Did you think he was going to win?
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Oh, yes. Yes.

You talked earlier about the court packing-bill as an issue and
Wirtz's advice on this. The people of Austin seemed to have been
much more in favor of the court-packing bill as a group than, let's
say, your average sample elsewhere. I'm wondering if people tied
it to the Supreme Court decisions with regard to use of PWA funds
and the building of the dams, 1ike the dams that were under
construction there on the lower Colorado.

I have no idea. I just have the impression that the middle class
American in that area liked Roosevelt. I don't think they thought
this thing through very much. I don't think the implications of
the court-packing plan were realized by most people dt that time.
That's just the impression I have. But in any event, I think

they liked Roosevelt so well, or they wanted an end to the
Depression, and they thought Roosevelt was the way out.

Was Charlie Marsh much help during that campaign?

I don't remember him. Let's see, Charlie Marsh. Who was that?

He was the publisher, Charles Marsh.

"You know, I don't have any memory of that name.

How about old Colonel E. H. Perry?

Down in Corpus?

No, I think he was in Austin.

I don't remember him. There was an ail man, a Perry down here.
Did Wirtz play much of a role after the campaign got started?

I don't remember. I'm sure he did. He probably helped get money.
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That would be the main way he could help.

You know I never got the impression that Lyndon had too much
money in his campaign. I always thought they were strapped for
money. You know, just little remarks. I don't think it was a
well-heeled campaign at all. I could be wrong about that. I
think his backing Roosevelt was really a correct decision, because
he got the benéfit of a lot of good will.

G: Sure.

J: See, when I got out of law school I naturally wanted to be a lawyer.
I went back to Houston, where I lived, and tried to get a job. I
found I could get a job in one of the big law firms there, but the
most they would pay me was seventy-five dollars a menth. I warted
more money. So I got in touch with Mr. Johnson and told him my
plight, and he said, fWe]], come on up to Washington. I'l1l let
you work in my office, or somewhere we'll get you a job, and then
we'll get you an attorney job when one opens. Staying in my office
will just be a holding action until we find you something in the
attornéy field."

So I decided that's what I'd do. I worked as his secretary,
but I really got paid as an elevator operator. I could be wrong
on that. I may be mixed up on my dates, but I think I got paid
as an elevator operator. I had to work as an elevator operator for
a few hours a day, then 1'd come in and work in his office until
about midnight. I think I got a hundred and fifty dollars a month

for that, and that wasn't enough either. I wanted more money.
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It was almost a year before I got a job in the Justice Department,
though, and I had Roy Miller and everybody I knew up there trying
to help me.

So you actually worked there quite a while?

Well, several months. I said almost a year but-- And I really was
chafing at the bit to get out. I didn't want to stay there.

Why was that?

The pay was low, and I had a law degree and I wanted to become a
Jawyer.

Did he uée your ‘lTegal expertise?

Oh, no. I was still a secretary. I don't think he was impressed
with my law degree, not near as much as I was. - )

I guess this is a good place to stop unless you can think of
something that we've missed here.

No, I can't think of a thing. I hope I've helped you a little bit.

You sure have.

[End of Tape 1 of 1 and Interview II]
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