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TAPE REC ORDING BETWEEN LYNDON B. JOHNSON, JACK VALENTI, 
AND BOB HARDESTY MAR.CH 8, 1969 

VALENTI: I remember one scene on Air Force l, I had 

juat come aboard the airpla.ne. I remember that 

when I came aboard Air Force I, there were a 

lot of unfam!Ua.r face• aboard, but there were 

some familiar face• aboard--Congre••man 

Albert Tho1n1u, Congre11man Jack Brook•, 

Congre••man Homer Thornberry come to my 

mind. One particular 1cene that ii 1till 

vivid in my me=ory ii that I c&Jl'le mid-•hip 

to the Fre1iden.t'• cabin--the Fre1ident'• 

office cabin which wa• Uled by the Prelident, 

There were two tabl••--on• l&rge table on 

each aide and one llll'l&ller table you could 

sit at and a ch.air facing th• Frelident. 

The•• two chair• were e=pty. I 1at with 

Congre••m•n T".iornberry, Thoma•, and Brook1. 

The Preaid•nt waa not in 1ight. I learned l&ter 

tha.t he wa1 in th• aft-cabin, a •:mall bedrOOJl'l 

that: 19 u1ed by the Fre1ident, and 1udden1rr 

hb long fraJne looJl'led up before u• in the 

pa11ageway going from the Aft-cabin to the 

Pre1ident's office cabin. It wa.1 the fir•t tiJne 
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l had seen him and while l don't lmow whether 

or not other• had been with him before, there 

wa• &lnio.t a my•tical thing taking place. 

Automatically without any kind of pre-knowled11•• 

a.11 of u• •tood up in the pre•ence of thh man 

who had now become Pre•ident, and I remember 

that Congr•••m&n Thoma• •aid: "We are ready 

to carry out any order• you have, Mr. Pre•ident." 

Thh wa• the fir.t time I had heard him addre••ed 

a.• "Mr. Pre•ident." It ••emed to me that there 

wa• a change in th• Vice Preddent (now Preddent.) 

He --hi9 demeanor wa• grave, he ••emed much 

quieter and all of th••• re•tl••• force• that had 

heretofore been deployed in him had ••eminsly 

been gathered under •om• kind of •tern dhcipline. 

He •eemed, if not a••ured, unafraid. He 11ave 

that lmpreedon -- a •tron.1, rock-like determiDation 

and colU'ageo\l.9 •o that tho•• arCNDd hiln c01Wl 

draw upon that •trength. The tempo and the 

a.tmo •phere in the plan• were one of near hy•t•ria, 

blank, opaque kind of grief, stunned eilenc:e-­

almo•t ghostly walk• through the plane by vario\l.9 

people whose na.Jne• at that time were not known 

to me. 
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I felt there -• •om•thins In th• ma1ic of 

the word "Mr, Preetdent" that caueed everyone 

In th• cabin. lon1·tim• per1onal fri-d1 • to view 

him in a totally different _,. than the -y they 

bad con•Ulerecl him be1or•, It -• tll• kUMI of 

£eelin1 that ob1carecl old frieDdehipe and eYen 

Homer Thornberry .tao le probably the moat 

and who had kilo- him the loqe1t and been cloee•t 

to him aDd hi1 family -• aleo af!ectecl by thb 

become• Preetdent. 

I remember that 1c1ne very well thoqh &ACI it 

•tick• in my mind becawi• it -• tile flrn time 

I had ••- Lyudoa Joba- •• Preeidea&. It-• 
the fir•t time that when he came into a room 

ae courteey uui re•pect tho•e in th• room 1tood 

iD which they paid th•ir reepect• to the office and 

to th• 111&11. 

A• I recall, the Pre•ident •pent a 1ood deal of time 

in that office cabin. ••ated for a time iD th• chair 
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JOHNSON: 


reserved for the Pre•ident and alao at the 

larger table, every now a.nd then looking up 

to glimp•e a picture on the televbion •et that 

rested on the outer edge of the table near the 

window. He a1ked Bill Moyer• and my•el! 

and Liz Carpenter to give him augge•tion• for 

a dr&ft 1tatement which he wa• going to make on 

landing at Andrew•. I know that all three of u• 

iLll acribbled on it, •cribbled our auag•etion• to 

him. He went over them, made change• and we 

had •everal typewritten dr&ft• made before he finally 

determined upon the one he wanted, which wa• the 

final one delivered at Andrew•. 

All during that trip back, th••• vague and unfamiliar 

faces which later, of cour••, became well know to me, 

were moving in and oat of the cabin and I never really 

wa• aware of any ho•tilltie• overt or covert upon the 

airp.L;uie. Perhap• U they were there they were invimible 

becau1e of the hanJ dutie• that were beiJls pre•eed 

down upon u• who were around the new Pre•ident. 

What we wanted to do for the country i• what we 

did. It wa• that lim.ple. I r-lly wanted 
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HARDESTY: 

JOHNSON: 

HARDESTY: 


(5) 

a. country where the Con1reaa &Dd the Govenim.em 

would provide education !or every kid from Head­

1tart to adult education by '75 and we got thoee 

going--health, coneervation, pollution, cona11mption 

and on down a.nd that h what we did, Thb i• what 

I wanted to •ee done in Civil Right• a.nd thb h 

what we have done about lt. We wanted a country 

where a man could 1'Wn Illa OWB l!ome aall - sot it 

and we provided in the last Hou.ms Act the frame­

work where th&t can be done, where there can be 

equality in houatng, We were a long way from it 

wh- we came ha. 

I have typed up eome queetlone which I thiak probably 

are eome of the thing• that oupt to go in, U not 

the chapter will eventually 10 in the Memoir• anyway. 

We will prot>.bly be wrltlq an awfal lot alld !aaTe 

etu!f 1e!t over, 

Well, I gueee we will give llOID• thought to thte and 

I will talk to you and anewer the•• aa I get a chance, 

You go home thi• weekeDd--Frtday--don't you, and 

will be back Monday or Tueaday? I will try to come 

down the early part of the week then and go into all 

of tbh. 

I think it haa to be, very per•o-1 narration. The record 
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is all there. It has been written a.bout 10 much. 

JOHNSON: 


HARDESTY: 

JOHNSON: 

HARDESTY: 

JOHNSON: 

HARDESTY: 

JOHNSON: 

HARDESTY: 

JOHNSON: 

I don't remember a. great deal of thie. I think 

J'1>Ur approach is rather good though. l wouldn't 

get a lot of advice. I believe though we will have 

to see a.bout our •t&tement•. Jake Jacob•en worked 

up all these a.nawera. Don't yuu have them? 

l have all of tboae. 

Who told ua to get on Air Force 1, Ken O'Donnell, 

wa•n't it? 

Ken O'Donnell. 

I ta.lk.ed to Kennedy and he called me back and I 

think went over the oath with me a• I rnnember it. 

I think he interrupted J'1>U· You were ta lklng to Walter 

and I think he cut in on the line and told you to have 

it a.dminhtered down h•r• by a Jwilcial Officer. 

We ought to h.a.ve th&t. 

I have all of that. 

Ye•, I wa.• talking on the phone. I wa.1 in the 

Preddent'• bedroom. Hell, I wa.1 Pre1ident. Thil 

wamn 't to go to a. muaeuzn. Thil wa• th• Whit• Hou••. 
I thought it waa terrible that be made u• •tay over 

at EOB for eleven day• rather th.an have a public 

•pect&cle becau1e he didn't want anybody io move 

in the White Hou1e and a• 1oon a• they came aboard 

I was talkin~. I couldn't t&l.k to twenty five or thirty 
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----

HARDESTY: 

JOHNSON: 

people in the bedroom, but I don't •e• any dillerence 

In the bedroom~ the 1iWn1 room. He wa1n't going 

to eleep in the bed and I wa1 tJ"Ylnl to talk ta Kumedy 

and take pllll and locate the Judie and do all th••• 
thing• I had to do. 


I don't think tho•• are Important point1, 


I know, but I don't th1nk I would be apolo1etic about it. 


Hb trip to Teza1 had nothlnt to do with the political 


eituat:ion in Teza•. That ie ju•t a mi1D01Der. He 


wantecl. to do it. He -• ad'riHtd by me and by 

Connally and by eeveral other• not to couw to Tellae, 

Tbil wa•n't the time to rat•• the money in Tmia1. 

He -a.ted to come on my Birthday, Augult Z7, 

but Connally told him that it -• too cloH to Labor 

Day, that everybody wollld. be 1- oil that Week-8, 

the rich folk• would be goae to Colorado to cool off 

and the poor folk• would go to Galveeton to get in th• 

Gull to cool olf ;r.nd that they ccn'1dn1t rai•• ury mo-y 

alMi what he -nted to do -• rat.11 •om• moaey and 

they ket:it tellinl him that he could rabe a mWiOll. 

dollar• in Texae and we owed thr- or four million 

so Co1m&lly :finally--the Fre1ideDt 1ot Comally up 

without tell1D1 me about it and pt CoaDally to the 

..... 


---~ 
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" 


White Houae and they agreed on thb November date, 

~ I heard Conn.ally -• in town and I called him 

and a•ked him what it wa• all &bout and he aald 

well he assumed that the Pre•ident would tell me 

i! he wanted me told--that he had called him and 

<uked him to come talk to him about it, They had 

a11reed on th.ls date. Thb wa• the flrmt I bew about 

the date. Thle wae pu:rely a figment of •omebocly' • 

lmapnatlon that he cam.e to Te-• to •ettl• a political 

difference between s-t:or Yarborouch and me. 

Whatever dWere11ce• we hacl we -re both I.JI Wa•hin!Jlon. 

He didn't need to come to Te>eae to settle it and we were 

both five mhuate• from there and I had no dU!erence• 

with YarborO\llh. Yarboroup felt that he llhould have 

more voice la appoinaneat• and I had an a9ree'1Dmlt 

with Pre•ldent Kennedy whua he aeked rne to go on 

the ticket that I would approve all Texaa appoiBtm.em., 

There -e a -cural coafllct there aDlli Yarbor•iash -• 

offended by it. He felt like other Se-tore could make 

rec01DD1emiationa that dldn 't have to go throup the 

Prealdent and Vice Pr••ident and that he ehovldn't have to. 

There wae a dtfi'ere11Ce betwe- two men but Klllllledy 

didn't try to ••ttle it. Yarborough did re.fuae to ride 
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in the cu with ua l wa1 told. He never told me 

that, but Kennedy wa1 very irritated by that and 

accordint to reportl told Yarboroqh to ride in 

the car or not to come with ue, but it had nothin11 

to do with Kennedy c:omiDg to T•-• or not coming 

to Texa1. He -•n't down here to ••rve Teza1, 

He wa1 down here to 1erve the Trea1ury o! the 

Democratic National Committ- and try to raia• 

a million doll&r1, which we had railed a good deal 

of a.Dd he had promiled Albert Thoma• tb&t he would 

go to hh--h• -· .. ar-t friend of Albert Thoma•' 

and Albert -• one oJ the L!.beral1 and be -• 

encouragiJlg and that he would 10 to Hou1ton £or hh 

dinner 10 he wam: to Hou1toa to ••• Albert'• dinner 

and went to Sall. Aatollio to a 1pace meedna aDd th111. 

to Fort Worth and. Dalla•. but th• primary thins 

waa fuzid-rai11n9, I think we ought to 1ay that. 

He -• warned not to come aDd I -• -naecl lllOt 

to come. Peo,tl• thousht it -• a bad time to come, 

bad tizne politlcally, bad time £or £\UU:i-rai1iJ1g, bad 

time for all. It wa1 thought he -• low in hb 

popularity. Thi• bu.line•• about him betns the mo1t 

popular Preddent we had ever had at that tlme ju1t 

wa1n 1t true at the poll1 -- there or here, a.J1d be 

... 
L 
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------·-----------------

HARDESTY: 

JOHNSON: 

told me- -the la.it words he uttered to me 

at Fort Worth wa1 that we were going to carry 

two atates in the Union if we don't car:ry any 

others - • Texa • and Ma11achu1ettl, ThAt wa• 

the la.it I heard him say in Fort Worth--walked 

out and got on the plane to D&lla.s, went out 

and got in the caravan and was killed. But I think 

generally speaking thi1 11 a little bit apologetic-· 

kind of like I wa1 in a hurry and for that :rea1on 

I was in1enlible. I wain 't. I told them all I would 

like for them to 1tay with me and I did everything 

I could to show re1pect and affection and grief to 

Mr1. Kennedy so I don't know o! any nicetie1 that 

were overlooked at all and. what'• more I think 

everybody in the pa.rty will 1ay that. 

Did you feel any ho•tillty at all on the plane at any 

tllne? 

It wa1 a. peculiar dN&tion that they 1at back in the 

back and never would come and join ua. Afterward 

she joined me in hi• of!ice and very frankly--! 

wouldn't want to say thil in the book, but I thought 

they were ju1t wine head1. They were ju1t drinlter1, 

ju1t one drink after another coining to them trying 

to drown out their sorrow and we weren't drinking of 
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course. We didn't have anything • They were 

drinking a.nd I just thought they didn't want to-­

they were berea.ved and wa.nted to be there and 

I went back and asked them to come up or to join 

u• , tried to talk to them about the arrangements. 

The full aigni!ica.nce of it, in the light of the 

development., but 	l never felt th&t- -tha.t feeling 

all of the month• they worked there for me - ­

O'Donnell would go out to lunch about 11:30 and 

frequently not come back in the afternoon, just 

sit over there and drink and I would have to call 

in a new ma.n to take hi• pl&ce--Marvin Wat•on 

or Jack Vala.nti. 	 Jack Valenti would do it. He 

stayed on the payroll for several month• and he 

alway• profe••ed 	loyalty to me until he got out. 

'I'lult wa• very much like the Udall thing. 

HARDESTY: 	 There weren't even any rumors about any ho•tility 

or re•entme.nt during th&t whole period. It really 

didn't start until the Manchester book and if that 

had been going on, it would have leaked out to some 

columniat•. 

JOHNSON: 	 I think the M.a.nche•ter book wa• • predicate for 

!3obby to run in '64, that wa• to run imnlediately 

:ind he wanted to be on the ticket and that knocked 
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---------------- --------

HARDESTY: 

JOHNSON: 

HARDESTY: 

JOHNSON: 

HARDESTY: 

JOHNSON: 

HARDESTY: 

JOHNSON: 

HARDESTY: 

JOHNSON: 

HARDESTY: 

(lZ) 

that off when the Ma.nche1ter book ca.me a.long~ 

until 1968. No que1tion a.bout that. 

Now here one other thing that might be valuable. 

It is from a. book that wa1 written earlier, but it 

h&a a. good chronology 

Whose is thh? 

Oh, that'• a book "Firat Hundred Day• of 

Lyndon Johnaon" that came out in 1964. 

Oh no, thi1 ia all wrong becauae we called Kennedy 

after we got on the plane. Yea, I gu••• that is 

right. 

You were on the plane. 

He informed the nation and informed me before. 

I would a.ak Dick Helm• to see i! we can't get 

that briefing. 

Loia Nevina checked • Theyall are in McCone'• 

aafe in CIA and he ia the only one that ha• the 

combination to it. 


All right, I would call McCone and ask him i! 


we could get it • 


We might 1u well get &11 of the= for November and 


December , don't you think? 


You mean-­

All of the briefing•. You had a.lmoat a dozen briefing• 
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JOHNSON: 

HARDESTY: 

JOHNSON: 

HARDESTY: 

JOHNSON: 

HARDESTY: 

JOHNSON: 

(13) 

the first couple of weeks. 


How many job• did we have when we went out? 


How many people were there? Oh, let'• •kip th&t. 

There were over seventy. 

Let's akip that. I think it wa• seventy four or 

five or close to that-- aeventy three something 

for a long th:ne, but it ha.• been growing. 

Let'• get thh fir•t pre•• conference. 1 would like 

to aee that. 

Fir•t pre•• conference? 

I wonder who the Fir•t Hundred Day• 

I have it in my office if you want to see it. 

Be careful --cut it off i! we a.re going to tape 

thia becau.ae I am through and I don't want_(machine 

cut oif.) 
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