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. 	 . 

G: 	 You said you had a story that some seniors in the high school told. 
,, 	 . 

L: 	 Yes. They said that every so often they would have an assembly program, and they would 

all be in the auditorium, and they would have whatever the little program was and then there 

would be time left over. So the superintendent would say, "Well, what would you like to do 

· now?" And they would allstart chanting, "We want Lyndon! We want Lyndon! We want 

Lyndon!" And then he would send someone over to the Welhausen School and bring 
I 	 ,.• '·' 

Lyndon Johnson, and he would go up on the stage and he would make a speech to them. 

G: 	 What on? Anything? 

L: 	 Just anything. Just anything. He apparently in college did a lot ofextemporaneous-type 

speeches, and he just had all these things that he made speeches on. Sp they talked all about 

how they adored him. 
. . . . 	 . 

G: 	 Well, I know he was a big debater in college and I heard that he organized a debate team 

here at the Welhausen SchooL 

L: 	 Oh, sure enough? 
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Ludeman -- I -- 2 

G: 	 Yes. rve heard that. 

When did you first come into contact with LBJ? 

L: 	 I don't really know whether he came to our house when he was teaching here, but I know 

that I knew about him. We didn't live in Cotulla. We lived in ~alcon, which is about thirty 

miles from here, and because my uncle was courting his cousin-

G: 	 Was this his cousin Margaret [Jo~on]? . 

L: 	 Yes. She taught school in Los Angeles, and rve also been told that he would hitch a ride 

and go to Los Angeles to see his cousin. Then they frequently would drive out to the 

Kimball R.ailch, who she later married, my uncle [Henry Kimball], and our ranch was on the 
. . 

other side ofthe river. So I don't remember seeing him. I was only seven or eight years old, 

' and ifl did see him, I didn't pay any attention to him. He was just an adult. 

G: 	 Yes. 

L: 	 The first time that I met him, actually met him, I think, perhaps--well, it was when my 

cousin married in 1960. 
I 

G: 	 Would this have been before the election, do you think? 

L: 	 He had been .elected vice president, but he had not been sworn in. This is in this 

transitional-type period. 
'. 

G: 	 November or, December, somewhere in there? 

L: 	 Yes. 

G: I see. 	He came to town for that. Now, which cousin was this? 
. 	 ' ' , 

L: 	 Margaret Ann Kimball, who was the daughter ofLyndon's first cousin, Margaret Johnson 

Kimball. 
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G: So it would have been his second cousin. 

L: Right, his second cousin. But both ofher parents were d~eased and she was an only child. 

She told us that she had asked Lyndon ifand when she married--and she didn't mmy until 

she was like thirty years old--she would like for.him to give her away. So she wrote him 

and asked him, but she didn't hear from him, and she said, "Well, he's just so busy, lknow, 

making this transition," so we didn't really expect him to come. And the, wedding was here. 

G: Jn this house? 

L: Jn this house. 

G: And you're getting a picture? 

L: And here's a picture ofit. 

G: Ofthe wedding party? 

L: Of the wedding party. 

G: Oh, my! Well, there he is. 

L: Right. 

G: And is that Mrs. Johnson on the left here? 

L: Yes. This is my mother and my father, Mrs. Johnson, and then this is Eddie Zimmerman, 

who married the cousin, Margaret Ann Kimball. 

G: I see. And there's LBJ. 

L: Yes, and these are Eddie's sister, Eddie Zimmerman's sister, and Mrs. Zimmerman, his 

mother. 

G: I see. Okay. And this was in the winter of 1960? 
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Ludeman -- I -- 4 

L: 	 1960. That's really the first time--well, no, I take that back. I told you, when I was in high 

school he used to come, and he did. When he was running--well, the very first office he ran 

for, he came down here and he visited my father. ·He was here for a Fourth ofJuly. 

G: 	 Now, your father was Judge [J.W.] Martin? 

L: 	 Right. Right. And I remember they sat on the porch, and they talked and talked very 

serious. My father had been elected a countyjudge ofMcMullen County, where he grew up 

when he was twenty-two years old and had served one term and then was defeated. And he 

eventually moved into La Salle County, and just someone in his precinct wrote his name. 

They didn't have anyone that would run for commissioner for that precinct, and someone 

just wrote his name in on the ballot, and he didn't even know it, and. he was elected 

commissioner. Then he served as commissioner ofprecinct four for twenty-four years, and 

then there was two years in between before he ran for county judge, and then he was county 

judge nineteen years. He died in office. 

G: 	 Would you call him rancher or politician? 

L: 	 I think he was both, really. 

G: Well, so was. LBJ. 

· L: Yes. Maybe that's why they hit it off. They talked on the phone, and I have numerous-­

G: 	 I guess you I¥ive a number ofletters. 

L: 	 . -letters and things that he wrote to my father, but Lyndon would call my dad every once in 

a while just to see what was going on down here and what the conditions were with the 

ranchers and what were the needs of this area, and this type thing. 

G: He did this while he was in the White House or in the Senate? 

LBJ Presidential Library 
http://www.lbjlibrary.org

ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT 
Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781]

More on LBJ Library oral histories: 
http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh



Ludeman -- I -- S 

L: Now, I don't know--yes, probably while he was in Congress. That's probably when [he 

wrote], and this is what some ofthe letters are about. 

G: Well, now, in 1937, wmch is when I think he first ran, they had a special election because 

Congressman [James] Buchanan had died. 

L: Yes. 

G: Was this part ofhis distric~ or do you recall? 

L: I really don't know. I don't know. I really don't know. 

G: I can look that up. [La Salle County never was in the Tenth district but was in the 

Fifteenth]. 

L: I know during that time, wheri he was here that Fourth ofJuly, as I told you on the phone I 

paid really no attention to him. 

G: It must have been, or he wouldn't have been here himself. That would have been the height 

ofthe campaign. 

L: Right. 

G: Right 

L: Ofcourse, my father was widely known all over South Texas, and this might have liad 

something to do with it. I don't know. B~ause he and my mother really worked for him 

.any time that he ran for anything. I guess even ifhe'd have run for dogcatcher, maybe. 

(Laughter) They just thought the woi:Id ofhim. 

G: They really liked him? 

L: Oh, yes. I never heard them say anything unkind. 

G: Did he have any enemies in this part ofthe country that you know of? 
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Ludeman -- i -- 6 

L: · I have really never heard ofanybody locally. It's mainly the people that I suppose I have 

heard talk, pr the teachers that were associated with him and like the students. He took a 

real active interest in the high school football team,.and some ofthese men told me stories 

about him coming and working with them and trying to get them to be better. 

G: I've got to get some of those names from you after a while. 

L: Okay. And. then his little Mexican student$ thathe taugh~ the children he taught, those 

people have never forgotten him, ever.· And there's two ofthem--there may be three here in· 

Cotulla 

G: Well, now, I've talked to Danny Garcia. 

L: Oh, did you talk [to him]? 

G: He was the very first person in Cotulla that I talked to. Let me ask you to get back to the 

1960 weddiiig because you-­

L: Okay. Okay. 

G: -you said that-­

L: That we weren't expecting him. I was over here helping my mother just make the last-just 

to check and see ifanything needed to be done. And the telephone rang, and I·answered the 

phone for her; and they said, "Will somebody please send a car for Vice President and Mrs. 

Johnson? They're at the local airport." So I got on the phone. I don't even think we had a 

car here actually. And I couldn't locate my father or my brothers, and so then I called--my 

husband owned Ben's Western Wear. We were in that business, and so I called him at the· 

store, rd always catch him, and he said he would look for Joe Martin, my dad, and Roy, and 

they would go the airport.· And they picked them up and brought them to the house. 
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G: No security? No Secret Service? 

L: Nothing. Nothing. There was.just a pilot. This shows you the difference~ Later when he 

came.as p~s~dent, it w~ entirely different. 

G: Yes. 

L: And that evening after the wedding, and my brother and husband were taking them back to 

the airport, Lyndon decided that he wanted to drive around. And he began to ask questions 

about like Dan Garcia and Miss Sarah that he'd lived with, and my brother or Ben would 

answer his questions. So he said, "Well, can't we drop by Dan's store?" They did, and it 

wa,s, ofcourse, night-time, ~ut_Dan was there working on books. So he gets c;>ut ofthe car · 

·and goes and knocks on the door. And Dan Garcia goes to the door. 

(Interruption) 

Not 1920, this is a 1925 house. 

G: 	 This is? 

L: 	 ThiS was a little screen porch that I just made into my workroom. 

G: 	 This is the.porch where LBJ sat that you referred to before? 

L: 	 No, no, that was another house that my folks lived in. Theyjust rented for years and years 

and years because my father wanted to build on the ranch, and then when we all grew up 

. and left home, my mother just said, "I do not want to live on the ranch. I like to go out 

there, but Jdon't want to live oµt there all the time." You know, "I want to do this, and I 

want to do that.. The children are goQe." 

G: 	 Sure. 

',' 
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L: So they bad an opportunity to buy this house, which the' family that had built it--they were 

the only people who had lived in it, and their children were pretty much grown when they'd 

built the house, so it was just like a brand~new house; They could have bought tlie other 

halfofthe block and this house for $10,000. (Laughter) That was in 1922. 

G: Well, $10,000 was-­

L: My father didn't want the land. He just said, IIAll right. rn buy you the house." AD.d the 

house was $8,000. It has hardwood floors, center-cut white hardwood floors; it has about 

ten ofthese'glass doors like this. All the doorknobs are these cut crystal 'except these that 

' 
weren't--see, this was an outside door, but, you know, with air conditioning, you don't sit on 

a screen porch and we built a patio in the back, so--but, anyway-

G: Let me ask you to finish up on the 1960 visit that LBJ made down here. Now, after the 

wedding, you say he wanted to drive out in the countryside? 

L: No, he just wanted to drive around town. 

G: I see. 

L: Well, I mean, no, he started asking about the people he had known when he was here, 

people who had really meant a lot to him. And he asked about Miss Sarah that he'd lived 
i 

with, and my brother or Ben said, "Oh, well, she's justfine," you know. Lyndon said, 

"Well, rd like to go see her. rd just like tO'stop by and say hello to her. Does she live very 

far from here?" And they said, "Well, no, she's just up the street." So they went, and he got 

out ofthe car and knocked on the door, and I thlnk it was her niece that was living there 

with her. ·Whichever it was, they came to the door in their robe and gown, you know. It 

was like nine-thirty or something like that. Two ladies living alone--well, you know, you 
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Ludeman -- I -- 9 

don't expect a man at that time ofthe night. Ofcourse, Miss Sarah was so excited to see 
Lyndon, and then he did the same thing to Dan. 

G: 	 Dan Garcia. 

L: 	 Dan Garcia. I can't remember; I don't believe there was anyone else th11t he w~t to see that 

evening. 

G: 	 Did he spend the night, or did they fly back that night? 

L: 	 They flew back. Now, whether they flew to Austin or whether they flew to Washington, I 

don't know that. I really don't. But it was such a surprise, and as I told you, too, nobody 

thought to tell this preacher that was perfomrlng the wedding that the vice president was 

here. 

(Laughter) 

G: 	 How did he react? 

L: 	 Well, his mouth just sort offell open, and he just acted sort ofdifferent. 

G: 	 Did he get through the ceremony okay? 

L: 	 Yes. Right. He did, but-­

G: 	 And LBJ gave away the bride. 

L: 	 Yes. Yes. Ofcourse, it was just a little-I have a write-up of the wedding. And it mentions 

that the Johnsons were here and that he gave her away. It was just strictly a little family 

affair. 

G: 	 Right. 
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L: 	 Some ofmy cousiils, Johnson City relatives, were here and then, ofcourse, some ofher 

husband's people live in Crystal City and they were here. And that was all, and, ofcourse, 

Lyndon and Lady Bird. 

G: 	 What about' the second visit? I guess it was in 1965, was it? 

L: 	 When he came as president? 

G: 	 When he came as president, yes~ 

L: 	 Well, ru tell you a funny story on me about that. 
' 

G: 	 Okay. 

L: 	 The school board was supposed to meet him out at the airport and be in an escort with them 

or something, and my husband was on the school board; and then in high school, the 

presidents ofthe class were to sit on the stage with him, you know the four grades in high 

school Weil, my youngest daughter was president ofher class, ofthe freshman class, so 

she was going to have to sit on the stage, and my son was photographer for the high school 

annual, and he was going to be taldng pictures for the school annual, and my father was to 

sit on the sta'.ge as county judge, and Ben, big Ben, had gone out to the airport, see, to pick 

him up, so they all had passes to get in. And so I got out to help my father. He was kind of 

crippled up. lt was just the year before he died, and the stage in that Welhausen School-I 

had taught over there shortly during the war--the steps are real steep, and so I felt like that I 

needed to help him up the stage. And the Secret Service would not let me go in. I did not 

have a pass. So, there's all my family involved, and Lyndon arrived. I'm standing out in 

front with the mob, and all my family are in the auditorium. And, ofcourse, my brother and 

my husband are with the group that's with Lyndon, and after they had gone in the building a 
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Ludeman -- I -- 11 

little while--you see, that meant I couldn't even attend the.service or anything. You could . . . 

look through the windo"?f. (Laughter) And all ofa sud4en over the intercom this voice said, 

"Would Mrs.. atm. Ludeman please come to the door ofthe auditorium?". That's what it was. 

And they put me on afront row seat. (Laughter) 

G: Somebody had just-­

L: Well, I don't know. I don't even lqiow who because I don't think Ben and Roy, my brother 

and my husband, I don't think that, you know--maybe my father said soin:ething to Lyndon, 

probably, because lie was sitting.up there right next to him. 

G: Well, he would feel perfectly free to say it 

L: Ofcourse, he would have. (Laughter) 

G: [Inaudible] relationship [inaudible]. 

L: Right. 

G: That would make sense. £ ' 

L: Yes. So I g~t a front-row seat. 

·G: But the ~uritywas a little different on th~ second trip. 

L: O~ goodness. They arrived he,e I don't know how many days before in those big black 

limousines, and, well, it was just kind ofeerie. To all of.us, it was. 

G: What did they do? 

L: I suppose they were--! don't know ifthey were rigging.up some sort ofan intercom.b~een 

the airport and the school, do you suppose? 

G: They did do ~t, I believe .. 
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L: 	 Yes, I think, they did, too. -I guess just studying the whole layout ofthe motor--where the 

cars would go and what-- See, when he arrived he went in the froilt door and then he met 

with these students, the ones that were present, you know, that he had taught. He met in the 

little room with them that he had taught in. 

G: Well, you can understand-­

(Intemiption) 

L: · 	 You see, here's a write-up ~ere. 

G: 	 Oh, Yes. 

L: 	 You all probably get that. 

G: 	 That's what--the Laredo Times. Okay. 

L: 	 Oh, is that the Laredo Times? 

G: 	 Well, I know I can get it-­

L: 	 Yes, is it. That's the Laredo Times. 

I 

G: 	 --because the: Barker Center next door has a very good newspaper collection, so they'll 

undoubtedly ~ave this, but that's a good write-up. It has some good pictures there. 

L: 	 -It really is. Npw this is not. The cousin that he came to give away, this is her child, and 

they were sitting there on the front row, too. 

G: 	 Now, this picture, we have, ofcourse. That one's been famous since then. 

L: 	 · Well, now, he gave us one. I have one, too; with his name on it. 

G: 	 Sure, there it i's. There it is. Let me-

L: 	 When he was Vice president, the day we went out and gave him a hat, aStetson-­

G: 	 At the Ranch. 
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L: Those are two fnteres~g stories ab~ut ,the Ranc:\l. , 

(Interruption) ' . ' ,. 

L: . Okay. Well, as I told you earl.ier, my h~band had .a men's w.~tem wear store here in 
' • •-• ' L < ' • 

Cotulla, and the Stetson Hat Company, he was a big c~tomer ofthe Stetson Company and 
. ,. . , ,, :·. 

a good friend ofthe people. You know, men were be~g by that period oftime not to 

wear hats, and they were trying to figure out, the $tetson,~ompanywas, ~~w to get a hat on 

President Kennedy. So they finally decided that ifthey could make LBJ a hat, since he did 
• ~ ' I \ ' • ­

wear hats and was out on the Ranch some, that maybe Kennedy would decide he needed a 
' . . ' r • ' 

hat, so.the Stetson salesman that called on pur store .contacted my husband because he knew 

that \\'e jcnew the. Johnsons, and he wondered ifBen could make such an arrangement. You 

know, find out what size hat Lyndon "'.'ore, what type of.hat he liked,. and then they would 

specially m?ke this ,hat for him. So Ben was .able to ~~~this..An~ then we allwent-by 

we, I mean my father, my brother, my hus~and, and myselfand some ofhis ex-$tudents. . ' ' . . . 

My brother got the ide; or my father did, it would be nice to ask ~ese men ifthey would 

. like to go, and so tliere were two or three cars.ofus .and· then ofcourse the Stetson, 

representative; h~ was in another cm:. We drove up to StQnewall. to tJ:ieir house. . . 

It brought b~k a lot ofmemories to me. l use4,.to go to Johnson City with my aunt 

when I was a high school girl, and one time when we ~ere there, ~e house that's known as 

"The Little White House" originally belon~ec;l to Clarence Martin, who was rela~ed to.my 

aunt, Margaret 19mball. And we went there and stayed a couple ofdays, and I swam in the . . ~ .. ' ,,. . . ' 

Pedemales·out in front ofwhat is "The Little White House" today and slepi in the front 

comer bedroom. I was telling Lady Bird that when we was there, and so she was showing 
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me some more ofthe house and the downstairs and telling me some ofthe things they had 

done to it, and I just thought it was such a coincidence then. 

G: 	 Well, when I found out you were related the wayyou were, I thought, :"Well, this is really · . 

cutting a lot:oftrails here," [inaudible]. 

L: ' 	 Right. It reatly is: ·It really is. 

G: 	 Anyway, yoh were taking the specially-made hat?· · · :· · · 

L: 	 The speeially-made hat. 'And when we got ihere, Lady Bird greeted us, and the 

.President--tliere was some dignitary that was leaving in a plane and he had gone out to the 

plane with him, so it was a few minutes before he came in the room. He was really not 

excited about the hat. He was excited about those former students that were there: And one 

·ofthem bad brought the picture, the little school picture, that I have up there, arid Lyndon 

immediately:asked them ifthey could sit down and write all the names that they knew and 

so they did. They compiled the list ofthe names as to who's standing where~ and this type 

ofthing. Hi~ secretary took all this down, ofcourse, and worked with them, and then his 

secretiuy-I'ni sure it was asecretary that took charge probably--[or] Lyndon had a copy 

made for evecy one ofhis former·students and put his signature on It.· I think there was only 

·one or..two· that they didn't k:tlow their addresses so they could mail it to them, and they sent 

us one, too, so· this is how come I have the signed picture~ 

G: 	 That's 'great But he wasn't that excited about the hat? 

L: 	 Well, yes, I gue8s he was, but not like he was, you know. There's a difference....: 

G: 	 Sure there is. · 
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L: -in people and clothes. (Laughter) But itwas just a real nice visit. When he c~e in-I 

wanted to,tell you that--from telling whoever had been th~e goodbye, my father thought he 

would be really smart, .he'd just. be seated at Lyndon's desk. So he was sitting there at his 

.desk with his foot propped up on it. Had a great tim_e with my dad. My father had a great 

sense ofhwnor, and Johnson did, too. You know, they joked back and forth all the time. 

G: Well, it sounds like they understood one another. 

L: Well, they must have. They must have. Whatever he ever ran for, w~ll, my mother and dad 

were out beating the bushes for votes. 

G: Well, rd heard that this cousin Margaret was his favorite cousin, but-

L: She was beauti,ful. 

G: Was she? 

L: Yes. Extremely beautiful. Just had a sad ending. But I think they were very, very close. 

Well, they didn't have very many cousins fqr one thing. S~ this has something to do with it, 

I think. 

G: It wasn't a nwnerous family, I know that. 

L: No, not like my children on their father's side. There are twenty grandchil~ so they 

have-

G: Did you know his cousin Ava [Cox]? 

L: Oh, sure, sure, and Kittie Clyde [Leonard]. 

G: Yes, yes, I talk,'.ed to-­

L: Yes, I used to go, see, with my aunt and visit in Johnson City, and Kittie Clyde ljved right 

next door to Mrs. Tom Johnson, Margaret Kimball's mother. She had a little boy, and then 

LBJ Presidential Library 
http://www.lbjlibrary.org

ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT 
Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781]

More on LBJ Library oral histories: 
http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh



Ludeman -- I -- 16 

AvS: had Corky, who's around the age ofMargaret Ann. I was a young teen-ager, and so I 

rode herd on the three kids all the time, so . . . Yes, it Was neat bet:ause I had never been to 

the Hill Country, and it was a long, long trip from Cotulla. You twisted around the 

mountain. 1' had never been on the mountains the first time I went with Margaret, and it was 

dirt toads, a:great deal ofit 

G: Yes. It was a real adventure to make that trip. 

L: Yes, it really was. 

G: It took all day, I guess. 

L: Oh, yes. You would leave here early, and it would be all day, and my uncle always worried 

about her going off like that by herself, particularly after Margaret Ann'came along and with 

a little, bitty kid, and so I would go to help in the car with--rm ten years older than my . 

cousin, so I was a good age to entertain her. 

G: Right Well, did you see him again after that 1965 visit? 

L: No. 

G: That was it? 

L: That was it. 

G: You didn't see him in retirement up at the Ranch? 

L: No. No. I had this letter from him when he was retired and he sent a beautiful telegram 

when my dad died in 1969. 

G: Let me pause here. I think what you are referring to is what I have referred to as "an older 

teacher," an older [inaudi~le]-

L; ·Well, that would be Miss Mamie Wilderithal. 
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G: Miss Mamie Wildenthal? 

L: Yes. 

G: I see. And you think that she may have resented LBJ? 

L: Well, I have been told that she did. I taught twice briefly at Welhausen myselfduring the 

war, and she was the principal over there, and I never heard her say anything but something 

nice about Lyndon and, you know, always seemed proud ofthe fact ~at Lyndon Johnson 

had taught at the Welhausen School. So, you know, I really don't know anything about that 

except that rve heard rumors to the effect that either she was principal when he came, and 

then they made him principal-this is what somebody told me. 

G: Right. She was older than he, I think. 

L: Oh,. much, much older. Much older. 

G: And the other teachers were about his age, more or less? 

L: Well, see, Elizabeth Johnson was one ofthe teachers. But, do you all have a picture ofthat 

faculty that he's on? 

G: I haven't seen it. 

L: Now, we have one in our museum down here, and we ~o have a picture ofthe ho11Se he 

lived in when he was here. 

G: Oh, good. 

L: It was falling down when we took the picture; I mean, it wasn't in great shape, but that's 

where Miss Sarah lived and, ofcourse, her niece, as I told you, lived there, too. 

G: Is she still in town? 
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L: She's here in town. She has a broken hip, but she's doing great. She lives just one street 

over, down close to the red light, and Shirley just said though--you know, I said something 

to her about Lyndon--and she said, "Well, you know, I just never paid that much attention to 

him. I was involved in my high school activities and all." So, you know, I guess maybe she 

didn't. 

G: I still wouldlike to talk to her, and rn see ifI can get you·to give me her address or 

something [In.audible]. rd love to. 

L: . Okay. Okay. 

G: But the picture of the faculty, I don't recall seeing one, no, but you say you have one in the 

museum? 

L: Yes, we have one in the museum, and it has Elizabeth Johnson on it and Lyndon. There are 

several people on there. They have all the names. They hav~ all the names on it. 

G: Was the coach on there? There's a story, you know, that the coach was fired for smoking or 

something. 

L: Well, that would have been the high school coach. They just didn't have a coach at 

Welhausen. See, it was only a grade school because I taught girls' P.E.-when I taught in 

Welhausen, and I taught all the sixth grade, and then all the girls'- P.E. for $75 a month! 

G: Well, it hadn'.t improved any since 1929, had it? 

L: With a college degree! 

G: There's some argument, too, about how much Lyndon Johnson was paid when he came. He 

remembered it as $265 a month, and other people say, "Oh, it wasn't a third ofthat!" 

L: No. I doubt that. Ifhe made a $100, he was lucky probably. 
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G: Even as principal, I guess. 

L: Yes. B~ause I imagine-well, I have some old records on that. The buildiµg that our store 

is in down on Front Street had been a drugstore for years and years and years when Ben 

acquired the building, and they w.anted. to be on the highway, so they relocated and had an 

QPPOrtunity to move there and buy.the building. They left lots ofstuff in the building, like 

down in the basement, which is a dirt floor, astute [?] basement. And this past year I sold 

the business to my nephew and his wife, and this past year, well, they have been trying to 

clea;n that basement out. And we've found everything from schoolbooks-not school 

textbooks but records ofthe school system, county tax ledgers--the people that owned the 

buildi:p.g held office~, ·you Im,.ow, in those positions, and so I guess they just kept the books 

and left them there. I don't know. 

G: You had the courthouse and didn't know it. 

L: Right. And just boxes and boxes ofold prescriptions. It was kind ofneat. In fact, I sat in 

my garage because they were full oftermites, some of the stuff--wouldn't dare bring it in the 

house. Well, I found a lot ofletterheads ofthe early businesses, you know, where maybe 

they'd send a check to [Inaudible] Pharmacy to pay their bill or some~g, and it's kind of 

neat for the museum that now we can identify some ofthe-- . 

G: Did you think they might have a record ofwhat the payroll was for the teachers? 

L: Yes. I might be able to look that up. 

G: That would be interesting. 

L: That was 19--? 

G: --29, I believe. 

/ 
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L: --29. Well, I'll look on that picture because I've got the date on the--well, it's probably up 

there on that picture. Well, anyway. Yes, I don't remember exactly what years that covered, 

but it did have their salaries, and it had the enrollments, the total enrollments ofthe various 

schools. They have closed Welhausen School, and it made me so mad. They moved all the 

kids over here and put them in army barracks buildings and closed down. Have you seen 

the Welhamlen building?· 

G: Yes, yes. 

L: It's a nice building. 

G: It's a nice building. 

L: Oh, it does need lot ofwork, but they let it get in bad shape. You know, ifyou don't keep 

things up-­

G: It was a new: building then, I think. 

L: Yes. 

G: Quite new. 

L: Well, it was pui~t in 1928 or 1924. No, wait a minute. I should remember that. 

G: Okay, the W elhausen was built in 1926. 

L: 1926, and Lyndon was here in 19-­

G: --29. 

L: 1928. 

G: I think it WaS 1929. 

L: 1929. That's. right, we didn't-­

G: We never did look at that-­
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L: -picture. I didn't get up. 

G: I'm not hooked up. I'll look. 

L: Okay. I don't know if it has the date on it--yes, it does on that sign. That's Dan Garcia 

holding it. 

G: It says 1929. 

L: Okay. That's Dan Garcia holding that sign. 

G: Oh, the famous Dan Garcia. 

L: Right. 

G: Of"What's My Secret," Dan Garcia. 

L: Yes. 

G: I wish you could have heard him tell that story when he came back from being on the 

program. Ofcourse, the Garcias, and me, and lot ofpeople were at the .PTA. We all still 

had kids in school, and so he got up and shared his experience with us at the PTA meeting, 

and it was just so, so funny because he sai~ "Just think! Me! Dan ~ia talking to the 

President on the phone!" You know, I mean, that was exciting enough, but then 'Yhen they 

sent for him and took him to the White House-­

G: That's a big thrill for any ordinary citizen. 

L: Oh, ofcourse, ofcourse. But he seemed tq--I think when Lyndon. taught him, they must 

have had a real good relation. 

G: That's the impression I have-­

L: Yes. 

G: --that Garcia was a bright, active, energetic sort ofperson. 
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L: He is, he is. He has a nice family. In fact, all those Garcia men are. They're ·good business 

people; they've done well, and there's three of them in business over there~ 

G: ·Are you ever tempted to think that L:Yndon Johnson had some influence in that direction on 

Dan Garcia, or would he have made it anyhow? 

L: I just don't really, you know-I don't know that Dan-I don't believe he finished school. I 

mean after the years at Welhausen. I don't know exactly what age person he is, so I don't 

know ifhe'd have been into high school when I was or not. 

G: He's about s~enty. 

L: Is he seventy? Really? Well, then, he would have already been out ofschool because I'm 

not that old. He was older than both ofmy brothers, too. I didn't realize he was that old 

G: He said he was fourteen when he was in LBJ's class. 

L: Started to school late. He's small in the picture, though. 

G: What became ofall the programs that LBJ started over at Welhausen when he left? Now, 

he started a debating class and he started a baseball team, or maybe it was a softball team, 

I'm not sure. And they had volleyball and they had all these things. Did these programs 

have enough momentum to keep going? 

L: Well, the only thing I can tell you about that is when I was teaching over there. lhadjust 

gotten out ofcollege in 1941 and didn't intend to teach because I was getting married in 

December, ~d, you know, it isn't very fair to take a job and quit in the middle of the year, 

so I turned down--well, where I wanted to teach really before I decided to get married was 

in the Hill Country, up close to Johnson City. I had a degree in Homemaking, and I could 

have gotten a job in that-in Llano. 
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G: · · 	 Oh,· sure•. 

L: 	 And·as it tu.med out, I sent my application there because they were looltjng for a Home 

Economics teacher. I didn't realize who the.superintendent was, but he was.my bjgh school . . . ' . . 

principal, so he called _me baclc inµnediately,,,and by that time _I had, alr~y accepted Ben's 

. proposal;and we didn!t know,exactly..-it depen~ .o~.when,he could get a leave. He was 

stationed i!1 San Antonio, was a flight instructor..Andicouldn't tel~ Mr. Young that 

because I wasn't going to tell anybody until we had everything arranged, so I just said, 

"Well, no," and he said, "Well, what are you going to do?", And I said, "I'm going to teach 
' ' - . . 

at Welhausen." He said, "Annette!" Just bawled me out on the telephone. You know, he'd 
' .. ' '. 

taught me all through high school, and he said, "Why, there's no future there for you." And, 

you know, I just had to let him bawl me out and keep mum., 

But when I taughtth~ that fall at Welhausen, and ~ught PE, we had teams, you 

. know, like baseball teams~ but I don't remem~er us c~~peting at all..Like when I was 

growing up and in grade school; we always had a girl's paseball team, and I loved to play 

baseball, ,and we played against the Me"'.ic~--the Welhausen girls.. you know; we didn't 

leave town or anything. We'd go over.there and play; they'd come over here and play. But 

all ofthe equipment-.-! n~ver gqt anything but a taped bat, fi!e volleyball always leaked; the 

basketball a}wa)'.S leake.ct So rd have.to have something to pump it up. with and I w~uld get 

real disgruntled. . I didp.'t think they treated them--but I 4idn't at that point, I wouldn't have 

gone and told the ,sup~tendent that. 

G: ·.. 	 Well,. I was just.wondering ,ifthe programs that LBJ started had enough momentum to keep 

going after he left or whether [inaudible]. 
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L: 	 I think that clebating team--I mean the debate--! believe that was mainly in the. high school , . 

that he worked with rather than the Mexican school because it seems like to me that George 

Cook-now, that's somebody that would be good for you to interview ifhe's physically able. 

He lives'in·Boenie. Nearly.every Sunday Mrs. Cook, George's mother, would askLyndon 

home for Sunday d.inriet, and she'djust have big platters ·offried chicken, and Lyndon used 

tot~lk about·her fried chicken. 'H:6 remembered Mrs. Cook., And so George knew.him real 

well, too. 

G: 	 y OU say, "Ifhe's physically able.". Is he.,.-? 

L: 	 He's in very pooi health; 

G: . I See. 
-

L: He's in very poor health, but yesterday, when I was visiting with Shirley Manley [?], they 

have an annu~·class reunion, and it comes up in March, and I asked her ifthey were going 

to do that again this year. TheyYe done it for years. And she and George were in the same 

class. ·She said, "Oh, yes~ ·sure. We're going to have it. We're going to·have it here at my 

·house." ·And she's in a.walker because she's got a broken hip. Bu~ anyway, I said, "Well, 

what about George Cook?· What have you heard from him? How is he doing physically?" 

She said, "Well, he was real bad for a while, but I talked to him recently, and he was just 

doing real, real well" He had been in the hospital, but they had gotten him all straightened 

out, and he thought he was going to ·be able to come to the class reunion.· But just because 

Lyndon used to go home with him, you know, and eat dinner on Suriday--and, ofcourse, he 

., 	 was in high school when Lyndon.would go over and speak to them, and 8o he can tell you 

that kind of thing about him. 
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G: That would be interesting. 

L: Yes, because I think Lyndon kind ofreached out and worked with some ofthose high 

school boys, too. 

G: He doesn't seem to have lacked for energy to take on extra things. 

L: No. And I don't know-:--because the Cooks were real big Baptists. Maybe Lyndon went to 

the Baptist church because--that's the only thing I couldn't figure out about the Sunday · 

thing. He must have gone to church, or I don't think Mrs. Cook would have asked him. 

(Laughter) I really don't. She was my Sunday school teacher for years. 

G: That's a good insight. 

L: Or maybe she wa:S wooing him to go to church and Sunday school or something. 

G: That's possible, too. 

L: And they might have lived over there close to Miss Sarah or something; I don't know. 

G: Let me get you to give me some ofthose names. 

L: Okay. 

End ofTape 1 of I and Interview I 
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