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PAT] BOLTON:  This is August 19, 19685 and L'm talking with

Dey Re He Montoomery.  Dr. Montgomery has had a long and varied carecer.
'e has held a professorship in cconomics at the University ot

Texas For almost exactly a half century. Doctor, 1T wouldntl

attempt to recapitulate everything you'lve done, T know

vou'lve been a Jecturer, a writer, an aviator in two world

wars, a professor and a governnment advisor. Can you fill

us in briefly here?

ROBERT MONTGOMERY: Well first & want to thank you very much,
Paul, for not attempting to tell the entire story of my
checkered career!

I have, as basic job of course, for most of that time
been teaching~at the University of Texas; and for brief
periods at half a dozen other major universities in the United
States. I have been away from my comfortable academic chair
about half of that time. I usunally tell my popular audiences
that whenever we have a world war [I have been involved in
two of those in my adult life], or a world ghaking depression
‘EI have also been through two of those!], or a Republican Ad-
ministration -- or any other Natiénal disaster T leave my
simple, quiet, peaceful‘academic life -- buckle on my gzood
old Scotch shillelagh and take my proper place in the hard,
cruel world of action! That, I have done five times since

I've been at the University of Texas =-- for periods varying

from six months to six years.

PAUL BOITON: What we are interested in of course, are your
contacts with and your influence on Mr. Johnson, the present
Presidert of the United States. Where did you first get to

know Mr. Johnson?

FROBERT MONTGOMERY: I first met President Johnson while he
was a student at Southwest Texas Staﬁe College in San Marcos,
where I had been graduated exactly twenty years before. e
was a college debater -~ as I had been in my day at \lma

Mater. My relations with him there were only of the most


http:t:tliU'I'si.Ly

LBJ Presidential Library ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT More on LBJ Library oral histories:
http://www.lbjlibrary.org Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781] http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

casunl. .

Two or threce vears lataer in Kinqgvil]é, Texas, when 1
was therce at the Texas Collerne of Arts and Tndustries, =iving
a =series of lectures at theire Summer Short Course; he was
teaching in a small public school near by. lle was a member
of my audicnce at one of these sessions; and, I still remember,
during the guestion period he asked me two or three quite
pertinent auestions.

This was during the early days of the Great Depression
of the Thirties. After one of those sessions he was intro-
duced to me by one of my most valued friends of those days -~
Mr. Richard Klebérg, of the world-famous King Ranch. Mr.
Kleberg and his family had been extraordinarily kind to me
during my Summer 3Sessions at the college.

I still remember one luncheon party with Mr. Richard
Klebergz at which we had a long and exciting discussion of the
painful problems our world was facing. The future President
was a member of our small_groub on that occasion. That was
.the first time I had ever had a real conversation with the
future President; and, guite frankly I was a bit surprised at
the young man's depth of understanding of the problems we were
discussing, and also at his extraordinary facility in express-
ing his own ideas. Remember, Paul, I had been barnstorming

b4
for the United States Department of Agriculture —-- across the
nation -- for some years, meeting mature and deeply concerned
groups of farmers. I had visited most of the states of the
Union for these sessions. Our farmers were suffering probably
more than any other major economic group in the United States --
at least during those first three or four years of the Great
Depression., Certainly it was the nost disastrous period in
the experiences of American agriculture -- since the Civil
War!

I am not saying that my young country school teacher

L

understood the scope and depth of the disaster American farme-
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ers were facing; nor that he faresaw the many more bitter
vears they would sulter -- betore they were tinally, after
nore than ten vears of ever-deepening trasedy, to be rescued
by the cven greater tragedy ol World wWar 171!

But 1 am saving (if my memory is at all trustworthy) that
the young man was carrying a full, manmsized, part in that
first extended conversation 1 ever had with him.

And remember, Paul, there was one man in that small group
who spoke from the vantage-point of the owners of one of the
richest and most extensive agrfcultural complexes of the nation
{The King Ranch); and another one who was in the middle of a
many-vear stint of speaking, for the U. S. Depnartment of
Agriculture, to farmers -- across the Nation [a relationship
that was to continue sporadically down to January 18, in the
vear of Our lord, 1969!]3 and, who considered himself posses—
sed of considerable expertise, in his own right! [Hadn't he,
some ten years_before, won his spurs -~ and his Ph.D. ~- with
a considerable tome, on the problems of the American cotton

‘farmer!]

In such a company young lyndon Johngon spoke aquietly,

but confidently, to the nroblems -~ and the pronosals -- and
the people -~ under discussion. The impressions I got from

that two to three hour conversation persisted for the next
H
two or three years, during which time I had no further contact

whatever with the future President.

.

PAUL BOLTON: Well, Dr. Bob, when did you next make contact

with the President? What was the occasion?

RCBERT MONTGOMERY: The next time I meb President Johnson he
was serving as secretary to Congressman Richard Kleberg. Mr.
Kleberg had been elected to Congress in 1931. He brought
Lvndon Johnson with him, as his secretary, when he came to
Washington. (By the way, may I say parenthetically, ?hat I

have heard ~~ and read -~ a number of stories as to how that
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appointment, as sccretary to Congressman Klebherd, was arrangoed —--
or "influenced.” ©f course, 1 should like to claim full respon-
sibility For it, mysclf! As a matter of fact, [ had absolutely
nothing to do with 1t! T never saw the future I'resident --

even once ~-- between the time otf that conversation in Kingsvilie,
Texas, described a few moments aro, and hisAapp&arancc as Mr.

Kleberg's secretary, a year or two later.)

PAUL BOLTON: But you did have contacts with him while he was

Mr. Kleberg's secretary? .

ROBERT MONTGOMERY: Oh, I certainly did!

During those years while he was Mr. Kleberg's secretary,
and for many years before, I was turning out a constant stream
of my youngsters from the Economics Department at the University
of Texas; youngsters who were graduating from college during
the early days of the Great Depression, youngsters who des-
perately needed jobs! 1In that situation I was appealing to
every man I knew in Washington'—— a few Congressmen, and Govern-
,ment Bureaucrats -- for help for those voungsters. With that
in mind, I visited Congressman Kleberg's office whenever time
permitted. In fact immediatelv after hfs election T went to
his office to see him -~ and there was that brilliant young
school teacher who had so impressed me at Kingsville —- Lyndon

3
Johnson, now Congressman Kleberg'!s secretary!

During tﬁat first summer of Mr. Kleberg's first Congressional
term, and during the.succeeding two or three years, when I was
working for the U. S. Department of Asriculture, on leave from
mv Universityv of Texas professorship, the major part of my
leisure time -- as I said a few moments amo -~ was spent in
finding those jobs for my university youngsters; and Mr.
Kleberg's office was my most efficient, and most productive
single sonrce. kWherevnr T made an appeal to Congressman Kleberg,
his secretary would write a letter to some Government Department —-

usually the Department of Agriculture ~- the Congressman would

sign it -- and there would be another Texas youngster in
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Federal Serviee.  So it owas dooe, Lf sy inforwation be eeliable,
iv the davas of The Caesars!

And richt at this point, Paul, if vour paticnce and your
editorial responsibilities peruit, may 1 inject one quibe
rersonal note into my nareative.  0f course you way delete this

entirely from your document -- if you think that desirable.

FAUL BOILTON: Go right ahead, Dr. Bob: This is your story;
you shall have whatever opportunity you may want to revise -~

or delete -— as you wish when we have completed our job here.

ROBERT MONTGOMERY: Very well, then: PFrom that strange jumble
of memories that my 1ife has accunulated during almost exactly
forty years since I first met the future President, here is

ny report:

For this adventure into a world 6f communication, rather
new, and quite strange to me, I must ask you, Paul, to provide
a lot of careful guidance to me —-- and a reasonable modicum of
deletion from the finished product ~- lest this become a
 biographical sketch of a University Professdr, rather than
of a President of the United States!

Now, back to the strategy session in the office of Congress-
man Richard Kleberg: MNMrs. Montgomery accompanied me on that
occasion and we must have been in that conference with the

3
Congressman and his young secretary for two or three hours;
ranging far in our conversation concerning the terrible tragedy
of the ever—deepeniné depression that was shaking the very founda-
tion stones of Western Civilization.

Mrs. Montgomery and I continued our own private discussion
of that conference far into the night. She was more serious
than I had ever known her to be -- during all our years together.
We had, for a long time, been accustomed to extensive, serious
sessions with small groups of wy own, Favorite university stu-
dents. The depression had somewhat enlarged that group; and

had provided limitless subject matter for our sometime-fierce
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Yeonomic~Political discussions. long aso Mrs. Montgoovmery and

1 had borrowed a phrase from one of our faverite poets: we
referred to our own little sroup as "Cur Golden bads!™ T shaltl
nse that title hereaiter.

At some polnt in our own private political caucus that
night, Mrs. Montgowery said, in ceffect: [after alwmost exactly
thirty-five years it is quite impossible for me to rcproducé
the exact words of our conversation: but the following is,
at least, a close approximation ]

"You have just introduced into our lives, such a younzster
as neither of ;s has ever known before, le is not like any
one of Our Golden Lads: I believe he is what your friends in
Mathematics would call an electronic computer; he calculates the
chances and, he won't make mistakes!

"Notice that he was continually pointing out to us this
afternoon the probabilities in relation to every political
proposal we considered.

"In precisely the same fashion, he would consider the
futnre development -- and possible political advancement —-
of individual politicians whom we discussed, in our long con-
versation with CTongressman Kleberg. e simpiy did not vermit
his own persoual‘likes or dislikes of an individual to color
his evaluations as to what we might expect that individual to

s
do, in a <iven situvation.

“Remembeﬁ, this afternoon, we discussed several specific
agricultural bills that are, at present, before Congress.
Several times, in reference to where we would expect to find
strong support for —- or stronyg opvosition to -- a particular
measure which we were discussing Mr. Johnson would, with quict
assurance, say, 'Congressman X will be for us; or, Congressman
Y will be acainst us.!

"Note two things concerning his quiet assurance in almost
every case: (1) You and Mr. Kleherz usually nodded immediate

assent; and {2) neither of you asked whv he was so confident
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in his answers! -

"You could have asked him why he was so sure in his pro-
diction. He probably could not have told you -~ had you askned!
Certainly, he had not read somce ancient towe on Political
Philosophy by Plato, or Lao Tzu —-- nor ecven the morning's contri-
bution of some political pundit -- for his éonclusion. fle just
knew, that answer! Maybe, he knew that Mr. X reprcsented the
First Congressional District of Kansas (11 agricultural countics!);
and the lionorable Mr. Y represented the First Illinois District --
the southern ope—tenth'of the 6ity of Chicago! He just knew.

"He knows pecople: He will know more people; he will know
them better -~ every day that passes. He is the modern version
of Plato's famous definition of man: !'The Political Animall®'®

That conversation, Paul, if we may safely forget the tricks
memory plays on us poor time-bound mo}tals, occurred a full
thirty~five years ago. And those thirty-five years -- in respect
to confused, and confusing, historical episode -~ have no fellow
in the long roll of History of Earth-bound Man. But my wife's
own!} has not materially changed -- to this dav.

In short may I point-up two strange things about that
most extraordinary conversation between the two of us so long
a%é: 1) Tt did not occur to me, at the time, to protest either
her conclusion, or the logic behind it; and 2) I have not found
it expedient éven once, in the intervening years, to sxercisa
my proper husbandly érerogative ~~ and reopen the case for

consideration of later evidence!

PAUL BOLTON: Well, Dr. Bob, that is quite a storv. Whether you
want to submit it as a part of your contribution to your personal

history of Tresident Johnson, we can determine later.

For the moment, suppose we go back to the story vou were be-

ginning to record for us -- the story of the Making of a President —-—
shall we say, by one of the Makers? S
ROBERT MONTGOMERY: TIF you dilute that "one of" by a function of
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approximately 150,000,000 Pant, T shall interpose no {urthere

obirction to your nsing it!

PALY pOTPON:  Very well, then:  After you and Mras. Monboomery
had acrced that vou had found the paragon of all instLincbive

politicians, what next?

JOBERT MONTGOMERY: XNext, the youung paragon becane the Stale
Administrator of the National Youth Administration which was
in the process of being established in each of the [orty-eight
states. Just how that‘appointﬁent occurred I shall recount in
a few homents:A for the moment may we genter attention on how

he conducted that office for the next three or four years.

PAUL BOLTON: Very well; now, after Mr. .Johnson was appointed
Administrator of the National Youth Administration -~ did he

come to you seeking direction or advice?

ROPBERT MONTGOMERY: Help in his new job? Yes, and in fact our
first session Qith the new N¥. ¥. A. Administrator for Texas
prodﬁced one of the most interesting little-episodes of my
life -- as I look back on it now. Then, he was just a young
man walking into as complex a job as a man could have had at
that time; and hé and Mrs. Johnson came to see us when they
reached Austin. As I remember that occasion the first thing
th% President said was, "Now look ~-~ T need two things from you
two. One thing T need is a plan of organization to salvage
what we can of the younger generation of Texas.!
Then he turned to Mrs. Montgomery and said,"What I need now
is specific jobs that those youn¢sters can do; what sort of
training they should have; what sorts of living arrangements we
should provide for them. TIn short we've got to train them for
their future lives and jobs in this tragic world we live in:
Mrs. ﬁontgomery, that is vour job."
Then he turned to me and said, "I need one other thing -- ’
I need a 'No-Man!'! And Bob that is your job."

I said, "What's that? 1 have never heard of such a man."



LBJ Presidential Library ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT More on LBJ Library oral histories:
http://www.lbjlibrary.org Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781] http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

"vou have heard of 'Yes-Men?! ——-They're a dime a doren,
and eveeybody knows that is exactly what they're worth!  Buot
1 need a nan who will stand up to me and say 'NO!'T FYon can't
do it;!' then he shows me why he belicves that 1 shounldn't try
to do that specific thins —— or try to do it in Lhat specific
time, or place. But after we have thraghed that out, T cither
decide to accept his adviece and ignore what 1 had- first intended
to do, or o ahead and do it exactly as 1 had intended in the
first place; and thereafter he will be loyal to me with every
breath he takes. That' is what I mean by a 'NXo-Man.'"

And I said, "It just happens that 'l have one in my vest
pocket: precisely what the doctor ordered. I have known him
since ﬁe was a child. He proved his mettle to me the very first
vear I taught in high school, in San Marcos -- twenty ycars
aco. e was in my Math class there. After I had héeﬂ teaching
for a year or two he came to me and said: 'Look Prof —- vonlre
a good teacher. Everybody here says vou'lre the hesl teacher
that‘we‘ve cot in Iligh School.' But you could be so much hetter
Wif yeu'd do just one thing.!

0f course, I said, 'And just what would that one thing
be?! [A young high school kid coming un to tell a professor, all
of twenty~two years of age, how he should teach his courses! |

|
. He said, 'You ought to organize 'em., Ve can't. You just
come in there and fire away! Of course everybody listens;
and we're learning more than we ever did in any other course,
but you ought to organize that course so we will know cxactly
wherc we are going next!'" [Incidently, Paul, I've been trying
ever since tb organize university courses precisely as the
youngster suggested so long azn; with very little success! |
"Now I have watched that young man quite closely for over
twenty years. >Mr. Johnson, here is your 'No-!an!'! Here is
Jesse Kellam. He is a man who will say to vou, !'You can't do
that,! or ‘'you can’t do that naw,' or 'you can't do that here;

why don't yon try it at Piney Woods or Prairie land??

But after you have discussed the matter thoroughly, and the
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two of vou have decided =~ possibly —-- it can be done, antd it
can be done now, and right here -- he will back you in what

yvou waut to do with every bit of dintelligence, with every ounce
of strenoth and every trick o the Lrade at his command; and T
assure yvou he has considerable amounts of cach!  Mr. Johnson bere
is your 'No-Man:' Here's Jessc kellam!t!

PAUL BOITON: For purposes of identification, the Jesse Kellam
is the same J. C. Kellam who is now President of the Texas

Broadcasting Company?

ROBERT MONTGOMERY: The same, the very *same. Note that he has
stayed with President Johnson since the day he joined his N.
Y. A. staff; first as Mr. Johnson's Assistant Director, then
when Mr. Johnson was elected to Congress in 1937, Mr. Kellam

became his successor at N. Y. A.

PAUL BOLTOXN: Now when Mr. Johnson was N. Y. A. Director do you
recall any of the work that was done by the administration in

Texas, during his tenure?

ROBENRT MONTGOMERY: Oh yes. In that very first session that T

mentioned a moment ago between the future President and Mrs.

Johnson, with Mrs. Montgomery and me, we discussed five or six

specific jobs that we thought might be desirable work for the
2 .

young people in the N, Y. A. Some of those have becen most im-~

portant and most valuable to the people of Texas; and enually as

%

valuable, as I shall explain in a few moments, to the N. Y. A,

«

Directors and to the people =~ and especially to the youngsters —-
of the other forty-seven States.
One of those projects we agreed upon at that very first
strategy session was the construction of rondside parks alorg
the main highways of the state. Quite recently (at that time)
Mrs. Montgomery and T had seen a very serious wreck on one of
those highways. This one has éccurred late at night, when an .
ancient Model T Ford carrying a Mexican family of a father,

mother, and six or seven youngsters, moving north looking for
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dahe, had stopped for the night. Tho.enbipe Family was slesp-
ire or the ground underncath and behind their car -- on the

eocive o the paverent!  Another car also heading north turned
ot of its lane —— on a two-lance highway, yvou undoerstband —-
to oo around the sleeping family. A soubhbound car wilh no
headlizhts plowed into it, and of coursce, both of thoem pited
on top of the parked car -- and its occunants! Thaose occu-
pants were scattored across the roadside in a frightful shambles!
Mrs. Montgomery and T had talked of that disaster many times
quite recently; and of" course ;e knew that the same sort of
tragedy was occuring on highwavs ~- across the Nation.
Consequently, to revert to our session with the new State
Director and his wife, Mrs. Montgomery suggested that one thing
his voungsters in the N. Y. A. might do, was to build small
roadside parks, up and down our highways, where penplé might
have a safe place to work on the car -- to take a Siesta -- to

change a tire ~- or to spend a night!

PAUL BOLTON: In other words the Mexican family was parked on the

road?

ROBERT MONTGOMERY: That is correct.

From that one small personal experience came a suggestion

that provided serious and valvable work for hundreds of Mr.

2
Johnson's youngsters; and of even greater significance has been
of incalculable value -- and pleasure -~ to tens of thousands
of automobile travelers on the highways of Texas!

We still have those lovely wayside parks on all major
highways; they are a thing of great beauvty and of great practi-
cal value to the people who drive those highways. By the way,
most of the land for those parks was donated by the owners
.along_the highways: their compensation being that the parks
were named for some distinmuished ancestor of Civil War ~-- or
Colonial -- days; and a proper.marker was designed, and placed
in each park! ”

En route to Austin early this very morning we saw three or

four of them: and we stopped at one "double nark." in prospect
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of wy describine it to you att Lhis present moment!  That was a
"double pardic:™ that is, two ddentical clusters of buildings,
vis-n-vis across the major norih-sonth bighway throngh Centreal
Texrs; built in that ashion to provide more efficient use of
water supply, toilet facilities, and other buildines. 1 counted
thirtyv-odd cars, trucks, and rnotorvcycles thét had obviously

spent the nicht there. That one -- and the other two or three —-
we saw in our thirty mile drive this morning wérc all loaded with
people zoing to the Henisfair in San Antonio, spending the night
at those 1ove1y parks using and-enjoying the facilities,
conceived, located and partially built *over thirty years ago

bv Mr. Johnson's N. Y. A. youngsters.

Just one.more illustration of the sort of things the N. Y.
A. did in, and for, Texas during Mr, Johnson's vears . of service
as State N. Y. A. Director. That sec;nd one I should like to
describe to you was desianed and onerated as follows: The
No Y. A, began to secure -- either by outright gifts, or
purchase For nominal sums large abandoned houses -- of which
,there were many around every city in the United States in the
mid-Thirties! In each of those houses the N. Y. A. outfitted
the housc -- rehabilitated it sormewhat and piaced in it young
girls, voung Negro girls, or Mexican girls, or Anglos [if ny
memory is accurate they were segregated at that time] who were

3
completely unemployed, and who would at that time probably be
looking forwafd to work as house servants.

FLach house would have twenty or thirty of them living
together -~ with a house mother [who was probably herself a
retired -- or unemployed schoolteacher!] vhere they did their
own cooking, took care of their own beds, took care of the house
and its surroundings, made their own clothing --~ and prepared
themselves for lives with some meaning -~ and some hopel

Some of those girls were getting little pensions from the
Federal Government. Very shortly a few of them began to get

small jobs in nearby villazes or small towns, and even in the

factories of the larger cities where relatively unskilled labor
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could be veed.  Those arce only two, of a dozen or so, specitic
vhans discussed —= and somne ol Lhem actually desioned —— in

{hat, very Uirst conference we had with the new Director and his
wito.

Within one year Mr. Aubrey Williawms, the National Director
of X. Y. A. told me that he was suzgesling Lo his other State
Nirectors that theyv Ygo to Texas and sce wgat lynéon Johnson

is doing." Within another two years or so, Aubrey Williaws

was requiring them to do that! -

PAUL BCLTON: After the N. Y. A. days we come to the first race

for Congress in 1937. What do you recall about that?

ROBERT MONTGO&ERY: I remember ¢guite a lot about that race, Paul;
one thing I wish I might foraet!

Tt was mv own very first active participation in that
exciting world of politics! You know, Paul, at that time ==
in Texas at least —- college nrofessors did not participate in
suttrh ‘'mundane, grubby affairs!
‘ I recall that at the time Mr. Johnson announced for Congrecss
there were two men already in the race. Both of them I should
characterize as quite conservative -—Acertainly not "New Dealersg

by anybodyl!s computations; and Mr. Ray Tee -- I believe at that

time he was fditor of the Austin American Statesman ~-- was he not?

PAUL BOLTON: T think he had just left.

RODBSRT MONTGOMERY: left? Well in anv case Mr. Johnson had
selected him as his canpaigsn monager in the Concressgional roce.
Tn fact, thev announced Mr. Johnson as the candidate of the
"Roosevelt peonle' in his district, and our fireplace at 2808
San Pedro Street, in Austin; where he and Mrs. Johnson were to
ijve for the next two or three years while Mrs. Montgomery and

I were in Washington where I had a jéb with the United States
Department of Agriculture. With no other liberals, bfraﬁy-
body's calculations, in the race he won handly in that very first

political cortest he had ever entered -- and went to Conoress.


http:doin~.11

LBJ Presidential Library ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT More on LBJ Library oral histories:
http://www.lbjlibrary.org Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781] http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh
‘v the way, Paunl, ir you [ollow the seript for this interview,
which vou provided me a Few davs aco, there will be considerably

more testimony from me in re that particular campaion. |

TANE BOPYOoNT be.e Bob, to rco back dnstoa Tittle hit o —-- it s oav
observation that people wvho did not live doring the davs of
the fireat NDepression —-- who have been born since that time ——
do not understand just what the conditions were then, and why
you were so desperately anxious to set jobs for those young
pcople of whom you spoge a few moments azo. Can you expound a

little bit upon those depression davs?

.

ROBERT MONTGOMERY: Paul, it would take a more fluent witness
than I am -~ and one who coﬁld reach far beyond the confines
of even our fantastically rich English language -- to explain
to a people who have never been throuéh it what such a depres-
sion as that means! 1 have been through two of them in my
lifetime though the first one was mild, of relatively short
duration {two or three years in the Ninetv'!s}, and T was so young
it was meaningless to me. But the one in the Thirties was vastly
longer, more desperate, bitter beyond anything that can be
imagined by anyone who has not experienced it! Simplyv thousands
and thousands, and tens of thousands of people, starved to death
l{terally —— physically!

Cne of the dearest friends I have had in my lifetime died
because he didn't have food; and he did not have a ;job, and he

could not get a job: there were no jobs —- the jobs simply
were not there! )

That young man had been a relatively well-to-do, small-town
banker, with a wife and two youngsters. His bank folded; he lost

his last available dollar tryving desperately to salvage what he

could for his stockholders and depositors. He lost his home

and his car, in that last desperate endecavor. '
Then, he began the endless rounds -~ looking for.a job.
Ultimately he found a small one —-- part time -- with a local

utility company. The depression deepened -~ month by month.
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vas applicd:  be was in the bread Tine once more!l

His rfamilv were heneey, They ate their furnitore - their
surplus clothing —- his lovely Fishine taclkle. Ultimately they
e his wife's beavntitnl dianond engagenent ving —- then her
veddine riwr: Then -—- he died!

Multiply that, by <scorers —- by hun&rodé -- thouszandsg --

tens of thonsands: That was The Depression, Paul!

PAVL BOLTON: For just a word there, Dr. Bob: Don't you think
that a Nation that survived that Depression is capabl~ of sur-
vivine what so many people talk about as our "desperate situation"

.

today?

ROBERT MONTGOMERY: Desperate situation? Hell! The American
neople of today are living better than any people have ever
lived in the history of our world -- ;n anvbody's country! And
anvone who tries to tallkk to anyone of my agce and yours about
"hard times" -- well, T think he should be sent back -- say
about forty years -- and qiveﬁ a year or so of that!
. Peonle flocked to Texas in those days. They flocked into
cities like San \ntonio, Cornus Christi and Brownsville by the
tens of thousands, in old dodel 7T Fords; walking; pushing
carts ahead of them. They lived under the bridees, all over
the San Antonio region, because of the wonderful winter climate
tgere, of course! They could live throuzh the winter ~- on a
few pennies a dayv. They came from all over the Nation to some
place —- just anyp]aée -- where they could live. That was all
they asked: CLnough food to keep them alive!

And never forget, Paul; that was the world into which a
young man -~ a young man who would one dayv be President of
the United States -- came home to Texas as Director of the
National Youth Administration, to do what conld be done to
save our Human "Seed-Corn" -- our youngsters! And those were '
the very youngsters, Paul, who thirty vears later would clect

that young man to the highest office of our Yation —-- by the

most resounding majority vote of modern tines!

.
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PAUL BTN Well, now, to get back 4o the sabject of onr essay
heve —- during the Convressional years, douring some of Lhose
vears von were livine 1o Washinagton 1 believo, You are familbiare

then with the Cime when YMr. Johnson was in the davy?

OPERT MONTGOMERY: Yeos, 1 romenmber when Congresssan Johnson was
in the South Pacific, in the Naval Air Force -- trying so
desperately to stop the Jananese sweep aro;né ou; 1eft: Flank.

Bv chance Mrs. Montgowery and I, at the time, were living
in the same apartment puildinz'as Congressman and Mrs. Johnson.
0f course, we were in contact with Mrs. Johnson every time we

. .

had an opportunity; but opportunities were scarce! She was
working at the office from daybreak, or before, until T don't
know what time of the night! Every day! In fact; I remember
one time in a political campaign in our state, T wisecracked
{but I was deadly serious about it!) that I think she ran that
office so efficiently that nobody in the Tenth Congressional

District of Texas, ever did discover that the Congressman

was out of the country!

PAUT BOITON: Did you ever take part in any of those political
campaions? I mean, did you take an active part in them, nmaking

nolitical speeches and things of that sort?

=

ROBERT MONTGOMERY: Ko. T have never made political sneeches,
in the aense in which you are using the term, at any time in

mv life. Nh, of course, all the speeches T have ever made are
"nolitical? in a more fundamental sense: not to influence how

veople vote; but how they live.
PAUL ROLTON: DBut you don't make speeches on behalf of the candidates?

INBERT MANTAOMERY:  That is precisely what I am saying: not how
the people should vote; but why they should vote for —-- or

against -- some particular nroposal, or Partyv Platform.

DAUL BOLTON: During those Congressional years I take it that

you felt free to advise Conaressman Johnson whenever you were

- » .
artyveny Fhe onnarboang Fee?
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SOLERT MONTGUMERY:  Preciscly that Tast: henoever hoe cave me

an opoortinity!™ When there was something on which hie thought
b could make some conbribulion —— he would ask me. And of coursgo,
T vould do the best 1 could bto explain what -- and why -- T

Phousht he shoutld do Lhis —-— or nol do 16,

PAUL BNITON:  Dr. Montoomeryv, veu have bhooen associated with the

¥

President for a good wmany vears now, ever since he started his

political carcer. Can you lool at this record and summarizc

for us vhat there is in his badoground that made him the type

-

man he is today?

Pty

s

RDERT MONTGOMERY:  Tn my personal opinion his cxperience durineg
the Great Depression and notably during his ycars as National
Youth Administrator in the state gave him a set of both mind
and spirit that has lasted to this da&.

In fact, when any new prosram is starbted by the Federal
Covernment today -- a Head Start Trogram -- or a Food Stamp
Plan -—- or what have you, myv wife says, "Ch, that is just sone
more of Lyndon Johnson's Unidinished Business: he is still
No Y. A, Dircctor, you know!’ And, as T may have said a few
times before, in this intevview, T think ﬁhoAis entinentty corrcct!
To Lyndon Johnson that is simply some more of his ¥Unfinished

|

Pusinoess. !

A1l of that is what he would have done during the
Dé;)r‘c‘:ssion if he had only had the moncy!

If the ,‘\'a.ti(m had been rich cnouvgh, when he was N. Y. 4.
Pirccector in Texas, to provide a decent chance fer every child
born in America --— decant {ood, health, a good education [ar
every onc of those children —~ that is what he would have tricd
to orovide them. Yow, he is simply engaoed in Lhoe most saont-
ricent consummation of "Uniinished Bosiness" in the history of
the United States, nv o any grcalt nation in the world, as f{ar
a= ry bnovwledose of History mras. e ds still - in pursose,
irntention, desirvre, hope —— richt where he was in '23-1-5-61

He i teyiny o give va oo a people, a system in which

coory o oehibd himg o chonae for adecunte 1o0d, vond health, a chanee
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to make a decent Piving, and to live a cood life. [le is simnly

srojectine that prosram now into viterty unbelievable desrers

of excellance. because we are a rich nation today: in the Thirties

v wore slowly starvine to deabhl

vt that Lime he was sinply dividing up the pitlance Lhat
we had to divide, For the past six or scven vears he has been
dividing up such wealth as no nation on eavth has ever had be-
fore, and with the same fundamental attitude of justice to {the
human bein~, simply bheecanse he is a human being, that he had
in N. Y. A. days. And his worg in those former days made him
the darling of Aubrey Williams and all *his sort in the New
Deal fraternity. And, I think that is a fair evalnation of the
mar: he is still working in his own way with such skill as no
man has shown, if I can read history, in the United States.

During the Great Depression he was tryving to buiid a decent
world -~ with inadegquate brick —-- "and no straw." He can now
build that world of marble! And I think he is doing it to a
degrec that the great majoritf of people in the United States
scarcely understand today.

There is todav such a surge in the standards of life, for
vast multitudes of impoverished people in this country as nobody
could possibly have predicted fifteen short years aso. YNote —-
for the moment I am not talking of the situation during the

5
Great Depression but in our good, rich days after Vorld War II -=
quiet davs of peace. Certainly no one at that time could have
predicted that we would move so far in the direction he saw
aheacd -- saw, even in those tragic days when he was N. Y. A,
Director in Texas!

Therefore, of course I approve of what he is doing ~- and
what he is! 1Hle is not only the shrewdest, cleverest, most
efficient politician per se -- as even his political opponents
and bitterest cnemies sometime admit; but back of all that,
and overlooked even by a great.mﬂny of my own —- and.of his
own -- very best friends, lics a gentle snirit that was born in

the man, I think.
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T dontt know {rom whence such thines come; bt 7 o have scen
him workine with poor peopls, unecdecated peonle, people 1o deep
distress. | have seen hism work during his Prosidency, and o bit
betfore even, with a people enjoying Fantastic wealth -- beyond
anything any other ecarth people have known in Lhe lons connl of

years.,  In both situnations, in the Tingo of myv modern younesters,

Mle measnres uplt

PAUL BOLTON: YNow, Dr. Bob, you have given us a reasonably cleaﬁ;
and I must say a rather carefulr and pronerly restrained sketch

of the President!s character, and a brief story of his early
development.

Now, what I should like from you is a bit nmore personal
review of the-specific contributions you made to that develop-

ment —-- in short why dontt you tell us about your own contri- :

butions to "The Making of a President!"

ROBERT MONTGOMERY: As you very well know, Paul, my wost per-
ceptive eritic has never accused me of being an immodcrately
,modest man!  But I am profoundly skeptical of the logic implied
in the concept "I did this: thereafter, that cccurred: there-
after I caused 'that'! to hanpen!™ XNo Mathematics T have ever

taurtht -- or studied -~ or even heard abont, has convinced re

of the validity of that alwost universally accepted bhit of
a

lozice!

Never-the-less, that very chain of logic is implicit in
the questions you ha;e rosed to me, in resnect to my relations
with the President during the past forty years. As one of the
great political philosophers of our times, Al Smith, was wont
to suggest: YSunnose we look at the record!

Almost precisely forty years ago a cond friend of mine,
one Dick Kleberg of the world-famous King Ranch, and 1T -~ and
a few close friends —-- were at a luncheon, in Kingsville, Texas.
"For the moment, we will ignore a considerable spate of unrelated,

and confused events, which lay -~ all but rorgcotten in the

shadows -~~ behind the stage on which that plav was developin~,]

~
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Yt that Tuncheon a voune Leachor; from a near-by “exican
school, made one of our party. YWe discussed, at leoneth, the
dessening shadows Lhat were envelopine our there-to-tore bnr-
ceaning world of Amervican Acvicultuare. AL Teast sone of rg
vere profonodly digstuarbed at the ominous prospects!

That vounz school master, at least dn {hv Fast—dimming
memeries of another of the mesbers at that luncheon party,
disnlayed a nost astonishing depth of understanding of the problem
before us; and an equally surprising facility in formulating —-—
and defending -~ proposals for solving it.

Inexorable time passes. One membédr of that luncheon party
has become a United States Congressman of considerable dig-
tinction in respect to that very specific problem. Another,
has developed a bit of expertise as a student of -- and also
a vigorous practicioner in —-- the solﬁtion of such problems.

The young school master has become Secretary to the Congress-
man. The lQecontieur has become a Government bureaucrat -- with
specific responsibility for making Department of Agriculture's
.nostrums understandable to the farmers themselves -- and accepti-
ble to the political community.

From a quitq discrete world, the most fantastic political
leader of American history, one Franklin Delano Roosevelt,
has become President of the United States. With bewildering

speed he began prescribing new and novel nostrums for our ever-

increasing ills.

. -
By Fate or Chance -- "who knoweth which'" -~ the great leader
creates -~- accepts -~ promotes a new sovernmental function --

and an agency for the specific job of doing whatever could be
done to save our visibly deterioratineg "Seed-Corn" —~— our
voungsters! The newborn brainshild was christened the National
Youth Administration.

The new agency must have a National Administrator; and he
must recruit a state administrator for each of the forty-eicht

states, The first National Administrator was the llonorable

Avhrey Williams. Aubrey Williams was one orf my most highly-

~
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vabie! Pfeionds of all the Sew Deal Cornceries.

Yov, "anl, pmay we step back foroa conpleto nonseonitur o
mavbe, but possibiy not:  P"quicen sobel™ dubrev Willtang wee
nnwn as a belove~davbreak, ecarly riser ——- Lo all that slecpy-
headed, New beal erowd!  This recontceur claims Virst rank o
that Tellowshin —= over sineoe that Tiesl 1,~.~,w;n§,}' yveairs, very close
to the Jast of Frontier America, where a daybreoak riser was
considered a sleeny-heod!

At a certain morent 1 was in Washington reporting to my
v. 5. D, A, superiovs,‘after mo%thﬂ in the field trying to
explain the A. A. A. te farmers. I wa< staying at the Willard
Hotel, at Peannsylvania Avenne and Fourteenth Street.

Aren't there enough "ifs" recounted above, Paul, to confuse
an Einstein? %Well, lebt me add a few more -- as emphasis!

Aubrey Williams was searching diiigently for precisely
the right young man to appoint as N. Y. A. Director in Texas --
his largest state problem, for reasons that do not require
explanation to any Texan! ’

That is the stage. Now for the srript of the playv: That
morning -- early -- ny nre-breakfast pascar, from the Willard
Notel toolt me south-ecast down the Avenuc. At>fbirtncnth Street
I met Aubrey Williams. We sat on a small concrete bench, in
the tiny parlk at Thirteenth Street and Pennsvlivania Avenue.

$

Aubrey was in unusually high snirits: he had found exactly
the young man he wanted for N. Y. A, Director in Texas! He
counted off, on his fingers I remember: "He is young, handsome,
quickwitted, out-going extrovert, agricultural backsround,
life-lonz pélitical’bent ["hat young man in Texas hasn't
that?' asked Aubrey!], sradvate of the University of Texas .

« +» and one of your own Golden lads!”

Then he gave me the name!

Rarely, in a very lonz life-time -- lona past the allotted
"three score and ten" . . . pressing hard on the "Four Score'" .
- » rarely, if ever, have I becen so surprised -- so Shockcd -

s0 horrified! Had T recounted every name I could remember,

»
of all the young Texans I knew at that time, in the order of their
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accentibilivy (to met) as W Y. AL Director Vor Tevas -~ h_i_(i
toame wnvetd have been Tast on oy Hist!

You know me well, Panl; voun have nown ne for geile a
spell:s vew know §ospeals hestrantly —— canbivusly —-— in low bev.
That i=, mwnless py Treiash blood starts a denmi=heat that gate
over~powars my canny Scob liren!  After :,\'lmr;.qt, forty years |
can sti111 reconstruct in memory a ifcw of the choice phrases T
coined for that special occasion: Some of them are still clas-— .
sics, in my rouzh world of VWest Texas!

After a very Jong time, Aubrey said: "CGkeh -- CKAY! You'lve
made your point. IHe is out! Now what *shall I do? I've already
dictated a release —-- for the Texas papers!"

"Obviously, first you kill that release.”

"Then what? Look, you know Texas -- who do I appoint
N. Y. A. Dircctor?®

"There's Lvndon Johnson." Simple as that, Paul. [Now,
don't ever try to convince me that there is no nlace for extrr-
sensory nercention, in a raticonal world, or, that luck isn't
.just as important as skill in draw poler?’]

S0, lLyndon Johnson was annointed N. Y. A, Director for Texas.

Yow, tell me, Paul: 3Shall I claim credi* for a very
strong -~ and timely -- possibly wvital "hand up," that was

essential to our tale of Y"The “Making of a President?!

2
“Yes?"
Yonsense! One does this: that happens; ergo, this caused
that. What complete nonsense! There are many trails -- that run

from ere to There: at every crossroad one must make a choice;
and every choice adds another factor -- to an already incredibly
complex cquation!

Back to the question that started all these esoteric
comautations: "Did I -~ once unon a time -- play one hand in
the Great Game we are calling "The Making of a President??

*ho can say?

f course, I should ~- with creat pride -- love to answer

with a resounding affirmative! ALl T can honestlv do is —=
1
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slirne sy shoulders —-- Lift my hands, palos up -~ and intons the
srncient Spanish dicho: "ujen Saheld

[Pavl:  One «unll private whisper (o vou —= of i the record,

please: t do not think the Vresident hag ever heard Lhis story.

In Fact, so fav as I know, only one other human being has known
the story (of course she heavd 16 ~- imnmediately after the inci-
dent occurred)s and she thinks it should not be told now. IF
von agree with her, please cub it. ]

At another vital point in the careful, beantifully designed,
steady -~ and in retrospect quite bold -- c¢limb to the Presidency --
my own lifeline crossed that of Presidént Johnson ~- in a most
esoteric fashion. During the late summer of 1937, when N. Y. A.
Administrator  Lyndon B. Johnson had built his agency into one
of the most useful -- and certainly by far the most popular --
of the entire congerics of Yew Deal Operations in Texas, the long-
time Congressman of the Tenth Congressional District, the Honor-
able Jamcs P. Buchanan, died. For the second time -- by some
incredible concatenstion of ci}cumstance ~- T had an opportunity
:to make some sort of a contribution to the ﬁolitical ambitions
of the future President;

Immediately arfter Congressman Buchanan died my own Colden
lTads -- wholly on their own iniative -- not only without my
d%rection dr advice, but in fact, without my knowledge ~-

did a bit of political resear~h that T have rarelv seen excelled -—-
to this dav.

Remember, those were depression days -- the very bottom of
the Great Depression in Texas. Almost every one of those
youngsters Qas in the University on some sort of Federal aid,

A number of them were on N. Y. A. jobs. Even nmore of them

were getting other forms of Federal, or State, or private grants.
Sowme of them were my graders or research assistants at the
Universityv. Most of them were not eatine - Qith any tolerable
recularity! A few —— tracically few ~~ had resources of their

a2

own ~- or wealthy parents.
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Tn e astonishinedy short time that croon did theiv own

aabitieal snrvey of the Tonth Conereasional Bisieicts o have

vatogron that political portoroonce cornassed - ar even eonntlod -
pioorsy Dol halVecon vory of voling —— andd "ooldticins® —— in the
feath Cortrressional Distriat ot Texas —-- or anvehoroe olge!

They had accurvlated a counlete Tist o 211 Tederal
cralovees ir the Distreict, their jobs, thelr salavies, their
hasses, their unclos —-— and nunts -~ and cousins; of all em-
plovees of State, Connty and minor political entities; of all
individuals receiving any sort of grants-in-aid, pensions,
salaries, zifts, incomes of all sorts, 'from any governmental
azency whatever!

They knew how 1much each recipient was getting; what salary

nr wages he earned if he was not entirely on relief; with what
political marty he customarily voted; what church -- and lodge —-
and fishinz club he belonged to -- and who his Aunt Mary hard
rarried! As I said, a while ago -~ they knew everything --
about everyone ~- in the Tenth.Congréssional District!

- A few nichts before the deadline date of filing for that
vacant Longressional seat, my Golden Lads spread all that
rmass of data on our living room floor, at 2%0% San Yedro
Street.

i Furthérmore, they had drawm un my political platform, my
announcement, and a story for the Press; and they had outlined
ry acceptance speech!

As 1 may have told you, this was Texas: these were young
Texas lads: this was 1937: 1 was "Dr. Bob" -- and we were going
to build a New World: Jy all the Gods of Mighty Olymnus we
vould do it ourselves!

For many hours -- an entire nicht ~-~ the excited youngsters
sang the ancient war-hymns; they swung throuegh all the war dances
ot Texas ?oliﬁics: they exulted; they shouted the timeless
challengers of Youns Braves -- {n their first war paint!

Three -- or was it Ffour -- nights later anotherancient

ritual was performed on that same stage. Mr. Ray lee, of the
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Tonth Coprproasional Disbrict, recenl Hrilitor of the jost porent

nownnaner in the District, stood bhetore the Viveplace al 2308
S3an Tedro Stprecto By his side stood a tall, slender, dark-
boired van, sEibE in his fwent ios, who tne a period of Tesa Lhnn
tonr year- had brcome konown in overy viliage, town and country
school house in the District; known as the strongest and most
persuasive represcentative of tho New Deal, in Central Texas:

Mr.o lyndon PRaines Tohnson -- Administrator of the N.o Y, AL din

T

XAs.

Mr. Jec produced aocument;. Those documents were designerd
to project young Mr. Johunson into the fmpending congressional
race. He read from the documents. Ile commented, at many points,
with mounting.excitement, He was a most nersuasive voung nian.

Mr. Johnson, himself, commented a few times, aquietly and
carefully —-- reminding Mrs. Nonfqomer? and me of certain things
we had not forgotten!

Then I did a thing, Paul, for which I have found no
rclegquate explanation -- or atonement -~ to this day! May I
.be allowed a belated and most inadenunte atfempt at defense ~-
or an abiect appolocy -- for such a stupid, mean, petty, and
wbterly heartless cxhibition of prinitive crueltyv: Surely
some ancient, mad, Jrish ancestor of mine must have spoken by my

tongue ~- that night: 1 calmly stated, "But my own announcement

will be in the morning newspapers!?

0f course my statement was greeted with a palpable, breath-
lTress, shatterineg silénce —-— evrn (5§2§giglle} from my wife!

Explanation -~ lame appology -- childish pravers for for-
giveness ~-- followed. Much merriment followed, also shouts of
laughter -- even at the time T thonght the las*, a bit forced --
and quite unnecessary!

Now, Paul, one more swift peep under that strange curtain
which carries the legend "Tt micht have heen:" Tf T had entered
that Congressional race acainst Lyndon Johnson -~ and the two

vigorous anti-New Deal candidates, what do vou think would have

bappened?
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Very well, T will admit

the time!) Tyndon

Bot. what ot those twa sbhroneg,

District Lhat was bordorline

-~ W

S0

tices durinae this dinbterview:

that

ant.

Tange,

(it

L=New

tor

are back to the gquesltion you have posed

Heins v Civm opindon

at

Deal candidalos, in a

nlteva~tiberal Denocrats?

several

lave you cever contributoed matoer-

ially to the phenowinal rise of Tyndon Johnson, to Lhe highest

oifice of our Nation?" Did T make a contribulbion by refusing
to run against him for Congress, in 10377

.

I think not. True;

have eventuated in his defeat for Congroess.

if T had announced,

it could probably

So, was not my

refusal to enter that race a considerable "hand up" for the

voung N¥. Y. A.,.Director?
Again, T think not.
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start and

at the
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twenty~six leng and often bitter

“hite Houge! Who am I to say he
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might
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in describ-

semi—a}id West of my childhood,
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been defeated in his race for Congress in the
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at

before it ended the

not have found a shorter,

Of course -- once nore —- I did look down that particular

trail,

as far as my untutored eve could sen:

and T did refuse

to attempt to block that particular trail, to the embrvonic

President.

Should that «ive me some sort of claim to a place

in that Great Fellowship of "Kine Makers??
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all the years between, offered any proper reconpence
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o owhe would do o rhiat {opless T ohave booon o guite wrang inopy

evalust ien of Bin. 411 these vears): or, cuite sirnly, boeonse

e Imew T owonld nol aceept snch a coaponsalion.

And thatt Tast resoark above, brinss me to a consideoration
ol the very ltast noeating you asiied ve, Pandy in onre Viresd
session in this interview: To rhat ﬁunxtiuﬁ 1T shatl now ad-=
dress nyselfs and, for once, T know wy answer is corvrecl: it
has served me well. Tor just over forty ycars, with no single
case of failure of purpose, and no recrets!

Your question, as’'1 now veéd it: from ouvr first interview
was, '

"Dr. Montgomery, a fFinal guestion: llow do you keep the
lines clear with the people vou work with in the political
field?"

My answer, when you first asked %he question was given

"off the cuff.” T will now make it quite formal, precise and

complete.

.

PAUI BOITON: Dr. Montgomery, a final question: How do you

manage to keep your lines clear with the peonle that you work

with in the political field?

ROBERT MONTGOMERY: VWell, Mr. Bolton, I have a letter that will
probably zive you your answer in a few words; it should tell
t
vou how I have kept those lines clear, for almost exactly forty
vears; at leasf since well before T first met the President.
Yhen any one of.my own students decides to enter elective
politics, at the Federal —-- or cven the state or local -- level,
and if I have influévrced in any way his decision on that matter,
or the ultimate outcome of his race, I have sent him a version
of this letter. The reasous T do this are explained in the
lzotter.
In at least a half dozen casses I have sent it to snceessful
candidates who were ncever students of mine. That, oﬁﬂcourse,
was the situation when the Tresident ran for Con~sress in 1937,

from my district. T There is a conv of it in his tiles, as of

Septiembar, 1QY71 0 The present Tonapeazasman Frem e Tonk s
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This letter should have been in your hands exactly

six months
vou and to

campniagn f

aan. JTts contents were submitted orally to

.

certain members of your staff durine rour

or fonaress last Tall. "The reason for that

original verbal submission were two:

First, I thought I sensed that some members of your

staff had serious question as to why T was trying so

hard to contribute what T could to insure your election.

In short,

what was there in it for me?

You doubhtless

already knew —~-= or will shortly learn -~ that a fresh-~

man Conure

ments avai

their onerous camnaign services in his behalf'!

.

ssman has very tew luscious Federal

appoint-

Jable -~ to renay his campaign starff, for

And second -- it has been wmy invariable custom, for

a full half century now, to submit this same assurance

political
dency incl
Now,
time for a
of my noli

More

in avery case where T have intervened actively ir

a

campaign at any level from precinct to Presi-

usive,

will you give me a half hour of vour valuable

simple, clear, unequivocal, formal statement

tical position?

than a half century ago, I read a statement

by one of the ancient Greek philosophers which has in-

fluenced a

The o

11 of my political activities.

ld Greeck Soloan over 2,000 vears aco saird,

"Cae

may do much if he does not care who gets the credit for

it." For reasons never analysed or clearly understood --

that question of who may met the credit has never seemad
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o

a1 adult Tive T have intecvened in political contasta,
thintsiney (o intluence 1o gsoleclion ol cortain individonls
Ffo1- positions ol publiec t-ust and responsibility al
Natioaal, state and local tevels.

Occasionatly (his tntcevrvention may hove been of
com~ value in deterniinine the outooean; ‘and in all cases
iy contribution has beern aceconpanicd with this simple,
explicit assurance, "1 vwill never ask you for anythine,

a job, a publie contract, bail, or the fixing of a traf-
fic ticket -- for‘myself.M

For many years now the following pledge has been
added: "I will never accept at your hand any special
favor." _.The reasons for this assurance, are two.

First this will leave me absolutely free to offer
advice and counsel in resnect to-any natter of public
interest which may arise in your jurisdiction without
subjocting.you to any suspicion concerning my reason
for giving that advice.

Second: This leaves me {ree to ask vonr assistance

in finding jobs in public service for some of these

wvonderful, and of course, 1 voungsters, who
come to me every scmester in ever-increasing numbers
for advice and helo in Tinding their proper places in
our comnplex world!

In respect to this second pledme to you is added the
assurance givpn'to evervone to whom I have made such
recommendations: "I do not reconwend one of my youngsters
vnless T know him aquite well personally; unless T bhelieve
he can and will render satistfactory service in the iob
for which I am recommendinea hirm:; and nnless T consider
hir the best man I know for the specific job, who is
prezcntly availahle.”

And, finally, if any youngster of mine has, within

ny =nowledze any attitude, characteristic, trainine ar

hackaronnd vhich could »dversely arffect his competence

More on LBJ Library oral histories:
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in the job, that will be wade exalicit o voo,

The above code i enpiomisty vuris anieals bt an oay

-

expericnee L bag proved vorv valueble Urom a practiea
standooint . Further, tet ae nade 18 sntively cleae Lo
you 1thnt on arccngion, unloss you wish to avoid atl avch
vnsnlicited connsel and x'<:<:0z:rtvnd;\f.i-'m:;, vou willb oet
~then From mel! Some will bhe forthcoming shortly —- more
as your tolerance neruits: and id you decide that ny
advise is desirable or my yvoungsters acceptable public
servants, vyou will ask for'more —-w of both! T awnit
your deccision on both counts. "Say whenl®
And that I sent to Congressman Jake Pickle. having sent
almost word far word the same letter to some fifty-odd public
servants. Most of them in -- or from -~ the State of Texas;
a dozen or possibly a score by now, aé the national level. The
President of the United States has one of thnse in his files
from Soptember,’1937. And that was by no means the first: T
had already sent it to two fovérnors of Texas; and a spate of

State lLegislators, and a few Congressmen.
: &

PAUL BOLTON: Well, Dr. Bob, T must admit that is a unique
trick —-- and about the most insenuious ¥ have ever discovered!
it certainly ought to be effective in doing the thing which
you designed it for.

It is most extraordinary to find a nan who is so vitally
interested in politics, as you obviously have been all your
life; but who not only does not want arnvthing for himself from
the politicians witb whom he works, but who will not take any-
thing from them -- under any circumstances. At least I can now

understand why so many of them have come to you for heln; and

maybe that is exactly what you have wanted, all the time!

ROBIRT MONTGOMERY: Carverful, Paul: I think you mav have discovered
a deep secret of nmine. \t any rate it is my opinion that 1T have
enitoved my half-century of political dabbling wore tﬁgn any
politician I may pnssibly have helped ~-- even a “resident of

the United States!
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PR OBROETON: No wonder a leot ot peoanle think yor are just oo
pite eneces oso o do bl

Now s theie apvihine ¢Vae o yon wonld Tike (o oadd hefore we

canclude Lhis Tong —— and quite revealing —— intoeeviow?

HOBERT BONVOOMORY:  Ves, bhere ts oue more small cowment T should
like to put on the record, befnre you shout "Cuob.o®

Al several noints yon have aslied me, in cffoét, what T
rersonally contributed t§ the cliection of the President. At
cach recvorennce of that questiop I tried honestly —-— if a wee
bit stuffily -+~ to repédiate any implication that my contribu-
tions, if anyv, had been vital or even m;asurahly valuable.

That was not done from any long-overdne expres=sion of
madesty on my’pa?t. Rather, it stems from ny strong conviction,
after a long lifetime of observing -- and on occasion of practicr-
ing ~—- the Political Arts, that no one incident or action is
absolutely vital in relation to some specific, future outcome.

All ultimates rest uncervtainly on a vast conceriea of inci-
dents. XYoo single incident can be me#cured preciscly as essential --
‘or even valuable -~ to a specific outcome. XNo man can say. with
any clear validity, that this act éf mine led urerringly to that
£nd. All any honest wman can say is "I did this -- and this --
and this: OCther things were done -~ by other men -- ab other
times, and places. And, lyndon Baines Johnson became President
of the United States of America.M

From such slender threads magnificent tapestries are woven!

Defense -~ and Defendant ~- rest.

Tobert H, “Montgomory
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CEIFRAL SERVICES AIMINISTRATION
MATIONAL ARCHIVES AND FECORDS SERVICE -

Gift of Personsl Statement

By Dr. R. H. Montgomery

to the

Iyndon Baines Johnson Library

In accordance with Sec. 507 of the Federal Property and Admintstrative
Services Act of 1949, as amended (4 U.S5.C. 397) and regulations issund
thareunder (k1 CFR 101-10), I, R, H. Montgomery , her»innfter
referred to as the donor, hereby give, donate, and convey to the Unlied
States of America for eventual deposit in the Iyndon Baines Johnson Litrary,
end for administration therein by the suthorities thereof, a tape and tren-
script of 8 personal statement epproved by me and prepsred for the purposne
of deposit in the Iyndon Pailnes Johnson Library. The gift of this material
1s made subject to the following terms end conditiong:

1. Title to the materin), transferred herewnder, and nll literary
property rights, will pass to the United States as of the date of the
d=l{very of this materiel Into the physical custody of the Archlvist of
the United States.

2. It 1s the donor's wish to make the materinl donated to the United
States of America by terms of this Instrument avallsble for research as
soon as 1t has been deposited in the Lyndon Balpes Johnson Library.

3. A revision of this stipulation goverﬁing access to the material
for research may be entered into between the donor and the Archivist of
the United States, or his designee, 1f 1t appears desirable.

L, 'The material donated to the United States pursuant to the fore-
going shall be kept dntact permanently in ;hevLyndcn Baines Johnson Library.
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