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Ihis is .\U'.!;lI':it 1':1, 19(13; and I'm talkin:.o; with 

Pc has li('ld ,\ pr'u[cssol'ship j!l ecollomics at th(~ t:tliU'I'si.Ly or 
Texas for almost exactly a half century. Doctor, I wouldn't 

attempt to recapitulate everything you've done. I know 

you've been a lecturer, a writer, an aviator in two world 

wars, a professor and a government advisur. Can you fill 

liS in briefly here? 

Well first ~ want to thank you very much, 

Paul, for not attempting to tell the entire story of my 

checkered career! 

I have, as basic job of course, f~r most of that time 

been teaching at the University of Texas; and for brief 

periods at half a dozen other major universities in the Vnited 

StRtes. I have been away from my comfortable academic chair 

about half of that time. I usually tell my popular audiences 

that whenever \;e have a world :val' [I have been invol veel in 

bw of those in my adult life], or a \\'Orld shaking depression 

[1 have also been through two of those!], or a ~epublican Ad-

ministration -- or any other Xational disaster I leave my 

simple, quiet, peaceful academic life buckle on my good 

old Scotch shillelagh and take my proper place in the hard, 

cnlel world of action! That, I have done five ~imes since 

I've been at the University of Texas -- for periods varying 

from six months to six years. 

PAUl. BOlTON: Whi.'.t He are int·crested in of conrse, are your 

contacts with and your influence on Mr. Johnson, th~ present 

Presidert of the Uni~ed States. Where did you first get to 

know Mr. Johnson? 

RODE?T NONTGO~!ERY: I first met President Johnson while he 

was a stllctent at Southwest Texas State College in San Marcos, 

where I had been graduated exactly twenty years befor~. He 

was a colle~e debater -- as I had been in my day at ~lma 

~'y relst-i.ong wi.th hi ... there Ncre only of the !!lost 
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casll"11. 

teachln{.!; 1 n ;\ sma 11 pub li c scllool neal' by. 

of my <tud lcnce at onc of tho,s(: sessions; and, I stLiJ rcr.H~mber', 

during thR qUAstir)n period he .:Isked me b.;o or three quite 

This was during the early days of the Great Depression 

of the Thirties. Afte~ one of those sessions he was intro-

duced to me by one of my most valued fI'iends of those days 

Mr. Richard Kleberg, of the world-famous King Ranch. Mr. 

KJeberg and his family had been extraordinarily kind to me 

during my Summer Sessions at the college. 

I still remember one luncheon party with Hr. Richard 

Kleberg at which we had a long and exciting discussion of the 

painful proble~s our world was facing. The future President 

was a member of our small group on that occasion. That was 

,the first time I had ever had a real conver~ation with the 

future President; and, quite frankly I was a bit surprised at 

the young man's depth of understanding of the problems we were 

discussing, and also at his extraordinary facility in express-

ing his own ideas. Remember, Paul, I had been barnstorming 
1 

for the United States Department of Agriculture -- across the 

nation for some years, meeting mature and deeply concerned 

groups of farmers. I had visited most of the states of the 

Union for these sessions. Otir farmers were suffering probably 

more than any other major economic group in the United States 

at least during those first three or four years of the Great 

Depression. Certainly it was the most disastroHS period in 

the ex~eriences of \merican agriculture -- since the Civil 

\Val" ! 

am not saying that my young country school teacher 

understood the scope and depth of the disaster American farm-

I 
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i 

more than ten years of ever-deepening tragedy, to be rescued 

by the even greater tragedy of World War II! 

Rut 1 at:l sayinr.; (if my meraor'Y j s <It a] 1 lTustHurLhy) that 

the youn,'!; man was carr'yin~ a [ull, lTILtH-sized, part in that. 

first extended conversation 1 ever had with him. 

And remember, Paul, there Has one man in that small group 

who spoke from the vantage-point of the owners of one of the 

richest and most extensive agricultural complexes of the nation 

(The King Ranch); and another one Hho "as in the middle of a 

many-year stint of speaking, for the P. S. Department of 

Agriculture, to farmers -- across the Nation [a relationship 

that was to continue sporadically down to January 18, in the 

year of Our Lord, 1969!]; and, who considered himself posses-

sed of considerable expertise, in his own ri~ht! [Hadn't he, 

some ten years before, won his spurs and his Ph.D. -- with 

a considerable t,ome, on the pr'oblems of the American cotton 

In such a company young Lyndon Johnson spoke quietly, 

but confidently, to the ~rohlerns and the pro!)os<ll<> -- and 

the people -- under discussion. The impressions I got from 

that two to three hour conversation persisted for the next 

t~o or three years, during which time I had no further contact 

whatever with the future President. 

PAtTL BOLTON: Well, Dr. Bob, when did you next make contact 

\,i th the President? '-[hat was the occasion? 

ROBERT MONTGOME~Y: The next time I met President Johnson he 

was serving as secretary to Congressman Richard Kleberg. Mr. 

Kleberg bad been ejected to Congress in 1931. He brought 

Lyndon ,Johnson with him, as his secretary, when he came to 

Washin~ton. (By the way, may I say parenthetically, that I 

have heard -- and reri.d -- a number of stories as to how that 
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elr "influcnced." Of COUI'SC, 1. should 1 U-.:(' ttl C]i1;m full l'espUIl-

sibility fur it, myself! ,\ 5 i1 milt t e r' 0 f fa c t , r had a b<; o.L u t (' 1 y 

Ilothino;; to do ,.;i. til it! I neYt'!' sen, tin' ftl tllrc l' I'(;S i den L --

even onCL~ -- bet,,'(;en the timc n[ that. convc'!'sat.joll in Kin.'!;svi ltc, 

Texas, clcsCI'ibed a few momenLs n~o, and his appear'ancc as ~fr. 

Kleberg's secretary, a year or two lilLer.) 

PAUL 130LT0:1: But you did have contacts with him while he was 

~Ir. Kleberg I s secretary? 

ROBERT HO}iTGmmRY: Oh, I certainly did! 

During those years while he was ~Ir. Kleberg I s secretary, 

and for many years before, I ,.as turning out a constant stream 

of my youngsters from the Economics Department at the University 

of Texas; youne;sters who ,,,ere graduating from college during 

the early days of the Great Depression, youngsters who des-

perately neede~ jobs! In that situation I was appealin~ to 

every man I knew in Washingto~ -- a few Congressmen, and Govern-

,ment Bureaucrats for help for those youn~sters. With tha~ 

in mind, I visited Congressman Kleberg's office whenever time 

permitted. In fact immediatelv aft~r his election I went to 

his office to see him -- and there was that brilliant young 

school tea~her who had so impressed me at Kingsville -- Lyndon 
~ 

Johnson, now Congressman Kleberg's secretary! 

During that first s~~mer of ~lr. Kleberg's first Congressional 

term, and during the succeeding two or three years, when I was 

working for the U. S. Department of A~riculture, on leave from 

mv University of Te~as professorship, the major part of my 

leisure time -- as I said a few moments ago -- was spent in 

finding those jobs for my university youngsters; and ~rr. 

Kleberg's office \Vas my most efficient, and most f'roduct:,ive 

sin~le SO'lree. Wh~revrr 1 marl~ an appeal to Congressman Kleberg, 

his secretary would \Vrite a letter to some Government Dppartment 

usually the Department of \griculture -- the Congressman \Vould 

sign it -- and there would be another Texas YOlln'!ster in 
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,\nel I,j'!,ht. id. th i.s poi.nt, I'aul) i I: YUllr' p;d i "n('(> :11)11 your' 

i n,icct Olle qui L(~ 

T'('rsona 1 lJote' into lily Il(ll'l'ativ('. Of COlll'se YOll 11;;ty dr'\ pte this 

entirely fro::) your document -- if you think that dC!sir'ilblc. 

L\H. nOl 1'0:\ : Go right ahead, Dr. !lob: This is your story; 

you shall Ilave whatever opportunity you may want to revise --

or delete as you wish when ,re have completed our job here. 

RonERT ~IOXTGm!ERY: Very well, then: Prom that strange jumble 

of memories that my life has accumulated during almost exactly 

forty years since I first met the future President, here is 

my report: 

For this ildventure into a world of communication, rather 

new, and quite strange to me, I must ask you, Paul, to provide 

a lot of caref~l guidance to·me and a reasonable modicum of 

deletion from the finished proauct -- lest this become a 

,biographical sketch of a lniversity Profess6r; rather than 

of a President of the United States! 

Now, bilCk to the strate~y session in the office of Congress-

~an Richard Kleberg: Nrs. ~lontgomery accompanied me on that 

occasion arid we must have been in that conference with the 
;; 

Congressman and his young secretar'y for t~wo or three hours; 

ranging far in our conversation concerning the terrible tragedy 

of the ever-deepening depression that was shaking the very founda-

tion stones of Hestern Civilization. 

Mrs. ~:ontgomery and I continued our mvn private discussion 

of that conference far into the night. She was more serious 

than I had ever known her to be -- during all our year's together. 

We had, for a long time, been ~ccustomed to extensive, se~ious 

sessions ,,,ith small groups of my o"n. favorite university stu-

dents. The depression had somr.'\;,hat enI ;'\rged that group; and 

Ilad provided limitless subject matter for our sometime-fierce 
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economic-political discussions. Long ago Mrs. Montgomery and 

I had borrowed a phrase from one of our favorite poets:  we 

referred t o our own little group as "Our Golden Lads!" I shall 

use that title hereafter. 

!\t SOlilC point in OUI' Ol,n pl'iv<1t,c pol itir:al C<1UCUS thaL 

[after' al!;losl. exacU y 

thirty-five year's it is qui.te illlpossible fOl' mr. to r'cpr'ocluce 

the exact I·;or'ds of O\\r' conver'sation: hut Uw followin~ is, 

<:It le<:lst, a close <:IPPl'oxirnationJ 

"You have just introduced into our lives, such a youngster' 

as neither of llS has ever knol"£1 before.. lIe is not like any 

one of Our Golden Lads: I believe he is what your friends in 

~lathematics I,'ould cilll an electronic computer; he calculates the 

chances and, he won't make miS~Rkes! 

"Notice that he was continually pojnting out to us this 

ilfternoon the probabilities in relation to every political 

proposal we considered. 

"In precisely the same fn~hion. he would consider the 

anrl possi.ble political advancement 

of intiividual poli t,j c ians whorn h'e discuss8d, in our con-

ve-rsation Ivi th rongress~\an Kleher!!,. lIe simply did not permit. 

his o\m personal likes or disli.kes of an indiviciu[tl to color 

his evaluations as to Hh.qt ,,'P nd.~ht expect that individual to 

clo, in a ~iven situation. 

lIr:.emember, this afternoon, we discussed several specific 

a~ricultural bills t~at are, at present, before Congress. 

Several times, in refer'ence to I... h(~re He I,'old d expect to find 

strong support for -- or stron!..; opllosition to -- a particu] ar 

IPeasure I,hieh He were discllssing ~·!r. Johnson I,ould, I,ith quiet 

assurance, say, 'Congressman X Hill be for us; or, Con~ressman 

Y will be a~ainst us.' 

lINote tHO thinqs concerning his quiet assur;;nce in almost 

every case: (1) You cmd ~!r. Kleberg usually nodded immediate 

assent; and (2) neither of you nsked Hllv he Has Sf) confident 
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dlCLioll. fle pl'uhzlbly could II'JL li.:lV(, to 1 d you -- hod you askf:d! 

Cf'['tainly, he had llot r'ead S()I;'C AllcienL t-,O"ll:' on rolitlcal 

Philosor11Y by rinto, Ot' Lao TZII nOl' cy('n the' morn 's conLri-

but ion of some pol it ical puncH I; fot' his conclusion. lie just. 

t.hat answer! ~laybe, he knew that ~lr'. X represcnted the:: 

First Congressional District of Kansas (11 a~ricultural counties!); 

and the Ilonorable Mr. Y represented the First Illinois District 

the southern one-tenth' of the City of Chicago! He just knc'::::.. 

He will know mOre people; he will know 

them better -- every day that passes. He the modern version 

of Plato's famous definition of man: 'The Political Animal! III 

That conversation, Paul, if we may safely forget the tricks 

memory plays on us poor time-bound mortals, occurred a full 

thirty-five years a~o. ~nd tliose thirty-five years -- in respect 

to confused, a~d confusing, historical episode -- have no fellow 

j n t,h~ long roll of History or' Earth-bound ~.lan. nut my ,~ife I oS 

,basic evaluFltion of Lyndon Baines Johnson (rind S':2.nse9uen~.l.Y Illy 

own!) has not materially chan~ed -- to this day. 

In short nt:ly I point-up t\'lO strange things about that  

most extraordinary conversation bet,...een the t\'lO of us so Ion.?:  

ago: 1) It did not occur to me, at the time, to protest either  
t 

her conclusion, or the logic behind it; and 2) I have not found 

it expedient even once, in the intervening years, to exercise 

my proper husbandly prerogative -- and reopen the case for 

consideration of later evidence! 

PAUL BOLTON: Well, Dr. Bob, that is quite a storv. Whether you 

W:lnt to submit it as a part of your contribution ~o yOllr person~l 

history of rresident Johnson, \'Ie can determine later. 

for the moment, suppose ,,'e g;o back t.o the story ynll were bp-

ginning tn ['ecord for us -- tl:e story of the :-:aking of a President. 

shall we say, by one of the ~Iakers? 

If you dilute that "one of" by a function of 
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\' c r' y \\ e 11, t h [' n : 

~(ext., the young pat'Ll~or~ lJeC~I'i:" the Stale 

Administl'ator of the ~:elr:,i.oll<\l Youth AdJilinistration Hlliel! \.,:a5 

in the process of being established in eelch of the forty-ej~ht 

st.qtes. Just how that. appointm'ent occurred I shall recount in 

a few moments: for the moment may we Genter attention on how 

he conducted that office for the next three or four years. 

PAUL BOLTO~: Very well; now, after Mr. Johnson was appointed 

Administrator of the National Youth Administration -- did he 

come to you seeking direction or advice? 

RO!1ERT ~IONTGmlE;~Y: Help in his new job? Yes, and in fact our 

first session with the new ~~. "{. A.\dministrator for Texas 

produced one of tI,e most interesting little-episodes of my 

life -- as I look back on it now. Then, he was just a young 

man walking into as complex a job as a man could have had at 

that time; and he and Mrs. Johnson came to see us when they 

re<'\ched Austin . As I remember that occasion the first thing 
•the President said was, "Now look -- I need two things from you 

two. One thing I need is a plan of organization to salva~e 

what we can of the younger generation of Texas." 

Then he turned to Mrs. Montgomery and said, "What I need now 

is specific jobs that those youngsters can do; what sort of 

training they should have; what sorts of living arrangements we 

should provide for them. In short we've got to train them for 

their future lives and jobs in this tragic world we live in: 

:'Irs. ~iontgornery, that is your job. It 

Then he turned to me and gaid, "I need one other thing 

I. need a '~o-~lan! t And Bob that is your job." 

I said, "What's that? I have never heard of such a man." 

LBJ Presidential Library 
http://www.lbjlibrary.org

ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT 
Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781]

More on LBJ Library oral histories: 
http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh



and everybody knows that is exactly what they're worth! But 

I need a man who will stand up to me and say 'NO!' 'You can't 

shouldn!t. try 

to do that specific thing -- or try to do it in that specific 

cit hel' 

decide to accept. his advice and ignol'e \vhat I had. firsL i.ntended 

to do, or go ahead and db i.t exactly as J had intended in the 

first place; [lnd thereafter he ,dll be loyal to me ,¥ith every 

breath he takes. That' is wha t I lIlean by a 'Ko-~ran. '11 
And I said, lilt just happens that'r have one in my vest 

pocket: precisely what the doctor ord~red. I have known him 

since he was a child. He proved his mettle to me the very first 

year I taught in high school, in San !'-Iarcos twent.y years 

Ite "as in my l'-lath class there. After r had been teaching 

for a year or two he came to me and said: 'look Prof -- you're 

a !:food r.C<'Icher., Everybody here says YOIl're the best teacher 

that "e' ve got in High School. But you could be so much hettpr 

,if you'd do iust one thin~.' 

('If' course, I said, I And just \"har would that one thing 

be? I [:\ young hir;h school kid comin.': IlfJ to tell a Qrofe.~;~.!:, al] 

of twenty-two years of age, how he should te.~ch his courses! J 
He silid, 'You ought to org-anize 'em. You just 

come in there and fire away! Of course everybody listens; 

and we're learning more than we ever did in any other course, 

but you ought to organize that course so we will. know c~actly 

where ,.e are going next! III ["Incident.I:,', Paul, II ve bee-n trying 

ever since to organize university courses precisely as the 

youngster suggested so lon~ a~n; with very little success!] 

"Now I have watched that young man quite closely for over 

twenty years. 'II'. Johnson, here is your I~o-nan! I Here is 

Jesse Kellam. He is a man who ,¥ill say to yOll, 'You can It do 

that,' or 'you can't do that now, I or 'you can't do that here; 

why don't you try it at Piney Woods or Prairie Land?' 

But, a fter you have discussed the laa tter thoroughly, and the 
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two of you have decided -- possibly -- it can be done, and it 

),('11 ',(In! to do "U h CV(~l'y bit of j nt nl] ir~("llce" \,j tit c\'cry 0(111(:(' 

of' str"TJ'.:;t-.h and ('v{~ry l.rick ot' Ih<:>Lrilde ilt. his CUnl'lI:.lnd; ilnd T 

:lr. Johnson here 

Ilere IS Jesse KcJ lalil! 11 

r,\TJL 1301 TO~\: For purposes of idcntificat.:ion, t,he Jesse Kellilm 

is the S:1!l\e J. C, Kellam ,.;ho is no\v President of the Texas 

Broadcasting Company? 

ROBERT HOr-;TGm~ERY: The same, the very·same. Kote thAt he has 

stayed with President Johnson since th~ day he joined his N. 

Y. A. staff; first as Mr. Johnson's Assistant Director, then 

when Mr. Johnson was elected to Congress in 1937, Mr. Kellam 

became his successor at N. Y. A. 

PAUL BOLTON: Now \>then Hr. Johnson Has 1'. Y. A. Director do you 

recall any of 1~he work that wa,s done by the administration in 

Texil~, during his tenure? 

ROBEr~T HONTGCll'lE:lY: Oh yes. In that very first session that r 
mentioned a moment ago betHeen the f4ture President and ~rs, 

Johnson, with ~!rs. Montgomery and me, we discussed five or six 

specific jobs that we thought might be desirable work for the 
t 

young people in the N, Y. A. Some of those have been most im-

portant and most valuable to the people of Texas; and e~ually as 

valuable, as I shall explain in ~ few mompnt~, to the N. Y. A. 

Directors and to the people ~- and especially to the youngsters 

of the other forty-seven States. 

One of those projects we agreed upon at that very first 

strategy session was the construction of rnndside parks alorg 

the m~in highways of the stat~. Quite recently (at that time) 

~~rs. ~'Iontgomery and I had seen a very ser'lous ",reck on one of 

t.hose hight"ays. This one has occurred late at night, when an 

ancient ;'>lodel T ford carrying a 1:-!exican filmily of a father, 

mother, and six or seven youngsters, moving north looking for 
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:\ !';ou L11 hUll n cl (' ill' \'; i LII no 

headli!:;hts plo"'f~cl into jL, nnrl of CUlll'SC, boLh of thcm piled 

on top of U,e parked car -- Clnd its OCCUrl'lDt.s! Thnse occu-

pClnts ,~ere scat,t,eced across tlH' roadside in a frighLful shamhles! 

Mrs. Montgomery and I had talked of that disaster many times 

quite recently; and of course we knew that the same sort of 

tragedy was occuring on highways -- across the Nation. 

Consequently, to revert to our session with the new State 

Director and his wife, Mrs. Montgomery suggested that one thing 

his youn!!,sters in the N. Y. A. mjght do, was to build small 

roadside parks, up and down our highwClYs, where people might 

have a safe place to work on the car -- to take a -- to 

change a tire or to spend a ni~ht! 

PAUL BOLTON: In other words the Mexican family was parked on the 

road? 

ROBE;(T ~!O;";TGm.LERY: That is correct. 

From that one small personal experience came a suggestion 

that provided serious and valuable \..ark for hundreds of }!r. 

Johnson's youngsters; and of even greater significance has been 

of incalculable value -- and pleasure -- to tens of thousands 

of automobile travelers on the hi..,;hways of Texas! 

We still have those lovely wayside parks on all major 

highways; they are a thing of great beauty and of great practi-

cal value to the people who drive those highways. By the way, 

most of the land for those parks was donated by the owners 

along the highways: their compensation being th."\t the parks 

\vere named for some distin~uishecl ancestor of ('ivil '{ar -- or 

Colonial -- days; and a proper marker was designed, and placed 

in each park! 

En !:.9ute to .\u:stin early this very morning \>{e saw thre0 or 

four of the~: nod I"e storred .''It O:1C "douhl e l1.::1.rk." in prospect 
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T h i1 t " it" i\ 

water supply, toilet facilities, and other buildings . I counted 

thirty-odd cat's, tl'ud:s, and r:,ot.orcyc:lcs thClt h:HI ohvioltsly 

spent thp ni'!;ht there. Th,1t one -- and the ot.he:l' h,'o or three 

we saw in our thirty mile drive this mornillg were all loaded with 

people going to the Henisfair in San Antonio, spending the night 

at those lovely parks bsing and enioying the facilities, 

conceived, located and partially built ~ver thirty y~ars a~o 

by }~r. Johnson's N. Y. A. youngsters. 

Just one·more illustration of the sort of things the N. Y. 

A. did in, ann for, Texas during Mr. Johnson's years ·of service 

as State N. Y. A. Director. That second one I should like to 

describe to you was designed and operated as follows: The 
N.Y.A. began to secure -- either by outright gifts, or 

purchase for nominal sums large abandoned houses -- of which 

.th~re were many around every city in tll~ ~nit8d States in the 

F.lirl.-Thirties! In each of those house~ the N. Y. \. outfitted 

the house -- rehabilit()ted it soetE'what and placed in it young 

;:;irls, yonn'.:!; Negro rls, or ~'lexican girls, or Anglos [if my 

memory is accurate they ,,,ere segregated at. that time] ,,,ho ,·rere 
l 

completely unemployed, and who \vould at that time probably be 

looking forward to work as house servants. 

Each house would have twenty or thirty of them livin~ 

together -- ,,,ith a house mother [who \;,)5 probably herself a 

retired -- or unemployed schoolteacher! 1 "here they die! their 

own cooking, took care of their own beds, took care of the house 

and its surroundin~s, made their own clothing -- and prepared 

themselves for lives with some meaning -- and some hope! 

Some of those gjrls were getting little pensions from the 

Federal Government. Very shot'tly a fe", of them began to get 
.» 

small jobs in nearhy villa~e3 or small towns, and even in the  

factories of the lar~er citie~ where relatively unskilled labor  
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Those arC' only 1\\'0, of' a d07en ot' so, Sl)(>cjfic 

that very first conference we had  with the new Director and his 

oi ',. Y. A. told flU;;) r,hat he has sugg;l::,;ling: to his ollieI' State 

1)] rectors that they IIgo to Texas and see \~hat Lyndon Johnson 

is doin~.11 ~';ithin another two year's or so, Aubrey ~villiams 

\,;as requiring them to do that! 

PAt'L BOLTON: After the N. Y. A. days "fe come to the first race 

for Congress in 1937. What do you rec~ll about that? 

[WBERT NO\fTGOHBR.Y: I remember quite a lot about that race, Palll; 

one thing I wish I might for~et! 

It was my own very first active participation in that 

exciting world of politics! You know, Paul, at that time --

in Texas at least college professors did not participate in 

such mundane, grubby affairs! 

I recall t.hat at the titae ~rr. Johnson announced for Congl'ess 

there were two men already in the race. 80th of them I should 

characterize as quite conservative -- cert,ainly not "New Dealers" 

by anybody I s computations; and ~Ir. :~ay ] ee -- I believe at that 

ti~e he was Editor of the Austi.n ~werican Statesman -- was he not? 

FAl'L 80lTOK: I think he had just left. 

I eft? h!p11 in an:v case Nr. Johnson had 

selected him as his campat~n m~n~~er in the ron"re~sion~l ~~cp. 

Tn fact-" they announced ~lr. Johnson as the candidate of the 

"Roosevelt peoDle" in his district, and our Fireplace at 2808 

San Pedro Street, in Austin; where h~ and ~rs. Johnson were to 

Ii vc ror the next two or three year'S whi] e ':rs. ~,:ontg;ornery and 

I were in h'ashington where I had a job with the United Statet=> 

Dpr~rtment of Agri~ulture. With no other liberalt=>, by any-

horly' s c~lcHlations, in the race he \ifOn handly in th;lt very first 

po!itic~l coptest he had ever entered -- and went to ron~r'ess. 
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il I'. Bo h , to!"." h i\ C 1,; :i II S t <l 1 j til chi I i t, j~, lit v 

the r,rC<lt Deprcs::;ion -- "ho have b,'en bor-n ~,j nc!' thilt t i~!:1e --

do not IIndRrstand just hhat the conditions \,01'(' then, nnd \';\!v 

yOll ,,"pre so desperately anxious to jobs for those young 

people of whom you spoke a few moments a~o. Can you expound a 

little bj~t upo~ those depression days? 

ROBERT r.W"TGmlERY: Palll, it would take a more fluent witness 

than I am -- and one who could reach far beyond the confines 

of even our fantastically rich English language -- to explain 

to a people who have never been through it what such a depres-

sion as that means! I have been through two of them in my 

lifetime though, the first one was mild, of relatively short 

durCltion (two or three years i~ the Kinety's), and I w~s so young 

,it was meaningless to me. But the one in~ tlle Thirties \vas v(lst.ly 

longer, more desperate, bitter beyond anything that can be 

imagined by anyone who has not experienced it! Simply thousands 

and thousands, and tens of thousands of people, starved to death 

literally -- physically! 
a 

One of the dearest friends I have had in my lifetime died  

because he didn't have food; and he did not have a job, and he  

could not get a job: there Here no jobs -- the jobs simply  

were not there!  

That young man had been a relatively well-to-do, small-town 

banker, with a wife and two youngsters. His bank folded; he lost 

his last available dollar trying desperately to salvage what he 

could for his stockholders and depositors. He lost his home 

and his car, in that last desperate endeavor. 

Then, he began the endless rounds -- looking for.a job.  

L'ltimnt!"ly he fOllnd a snaIl on~ -- part time -- with a local  

utility company. 'rhc d~press;on deE'pen(>d -- l:lonth by l!'onth.  

LBJ Presidential Library 
http://www.lbjlibrary.org

ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT 
Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781]

More on LBJ Library oral histories: 
http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

http:v(lst.ly


<,,, I'P I \l S C] () t I! in'!; - - his 1 0 v (' I Y fie,h j tt'~ t a c k 1 r~ • 

he died! 

~lul ti ply t.hat~ by ,;;;corf'S -- by hundreds -- thf)tL"'allds 

tens of thOlls<lnds: was The Derr(~",sion, rilll]! 

1'\1"1 n01T()~: For just a word thera, Dr. Bob: Don 1 t yOll think 

that a Nation that survived t'l~t Deprossion is capilhJ~ of sur-

\'i ving ",hat so'many people talk about as our IIdesperate situation" 

t.oday? 

'~()BERT ~1O~TGO~lERY: Desperate si.tuation? I!~ll! The \merican 

~eopl.e of today are living hetter than any people have ever 

l~ved in the history of our world -- in ilnybody's country! 'nd 

anyone ~~ho tries to talk to anyone of my a",e and yours (\bont 

"hard times" --:, \,'ell, I think he should be sent back say 

about forty years -- and ,;i ven' a yeilr or so of that.! 

People fJocked to Texas in those days.' They flocked jnto 

cities like San Antonio, Cor;>llS Christi and Brmmsvi.Lle by the 

tens of thousands, in old l>!od~l. T Fords; \.;alkin~; pushing 

carts ahead of them. They Jived under the brid~es, all over 

the 5~n ~ntonio re~ion, because of the wonderful winter clima~e 

there, of course! They could live through the winter -- on a 

few pennies a d~y. They c~rne from all over the Nation to some 

place -- just anyplace -- where they could L~V0. That vas all 

they asked: enough food to keep them alive! 

And never forget, Paul; that ,.as the world into ""hieh .q 

young man -- a young man who "auld one day be President of 

the United States -- came home to Texas as Director of the 

Xational Youth Adwinistratioll, to do what could be done to 

save our Hum<.ln "Seed-CornU -- our YOlln,~sters! .-'nc! those were 

the very YOtlngsters, Paul, who thirty vears later would elect 

that young man to the highest office of our ~ation -- hy thA 

[Post resOl!ndin<:; l:lajority vote uf r,lOdern timf's! 
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lou a f'(' L\la II i:\!' 

Yes, 

in the South Pacific, in ell;:.' :\aval Air Force -- tr'yjn.',r so 

desperate] v to stop the ,J "parH;SC' s\,cep nround our ] .,ft: flank. 

By chance ~'~r's. ~lollt~~onwry and I, at the time, were living 

in the same apartment building ·as Congressman and ~lrs. Johnson. 

0f course, we were in contact with Mrs. Johnson every time we 

had an opportunity; but opportunities were scarce! She was 

working at the office from dayhreak, or before, until I don't 

know what time of the night! Every day! In fact, I remember 

one time in a political campaign in our state, I wisecracked 

(but I \iaS deadly serious about it!) th.1.t I think she r,tO that 

office so efficiently that nohody in the Tenth Congr'essional 

District of Texas, ever did d~scover' that the Congressman 

was out. of the cnuntry! 

P\UT flOl TI)'J: Did you ever take part In any of those nolitic~l 

I mean, did you t<'lke an active P<1Pt, in t.hem, makin~ . 

politic~l spepches anri thin~s of that sort? 

ROBERT MONTGOMERY: No. I have never made political speeches, 

in the sense in which you are using the term, at any time in 

my life. Oh, of course, all the speeches I have ever made are 

"political" in a more fundamental sense: not to influence how 

people vote; but how they live. 

P~Ut n0LTO~: nut you don't make speeches on behalf of th~ candidatrs? 

ROBERT MONTGOMERY: That is precisely what I am saying: not how 

the people  should vote; but why they should vote for -- or 

against -- some particular proposal, or Party Platform. 

Duri.n~ thORp. COIl<;ressjonal years I take it that 

you felt. free to advise Conr;ressrJlan .John:'>on \.;her-c\'er you wer'p 

(l"'; vr-n t-\lr.. "r .... l'\l)(lr"'t-fln'l t",,,? 
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\ncl 0 f' (,Otl!' " 

01' not do i L. 

;0 ,\ liJ~ IY1J 'i' (I \ : 

!'resi.dcnt for a good J;l'171Y yc,trs !Ie)\,', ever since he started his 

Can you look at thi.s rc('orrl and SlunmClrize 

rot' llF; vhat there 1 .In his bilc~~g;l'Ol\lld. tlw t made hi mthe 

of can he 113 tbday? 

ROBERT MONTGOMERY: In my personal opinion his experience during 

the Great Depression and notably during his years as National 

Youth Administrator in the state gave him a set of both mind 

and spirit that has lasted to this day. 

In fact, when any new pro~ram is started hy the Federal 

Government ·Loday -- a Head StiH't ['ro~~t'am -- or a Food SLamp 

Plrln 

n:ore 0 f l.yn(\n[i J ohllsr)n ! s t; n f i ni shed nil si rrc s s : he tS sLill 

ti,ilCS before, in thl 

Tu Lyndon ,Johnson that simp] y SO~ilC l'lOC(o of his "IInri nishccl 

eusincs,:~. 11 .\1] of 1 hat. is h'lInt he would have dune dllrjng the 

Depression if he 11;lcl only h,,(\ the r:oncy! 

\\ClS K. Y. ~,. 

nircctor in Texns, to provide n decent chance [er every child 

hOl'ni 11 ":iiC,t'l en -- dncclll food, heal tll, a CcltlCa Li 01] fll I' 

cyery O,le of those l:ld.J clI'Pll -- thilt is \\<]wt h,~ hOlll d l\e\'. 

heHt. he 

"I. iH' i ni ,;h',cd HilS] IWSS" .in the, hi slot')' of 

till 
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for' 1:h(~ P;lst six Of' seven YC(lI'S he has bC'Pll 

dividinrc; up such ',(''11th ciS no TJ(ltiOTl on eat.:t!l has. ever had hc-

forp., <llld "lith the same fundamental at,tit-ude of justice to -tile 

hum<ln b(~,';nrr, simpJy hpC'l'lIs("' he is a hur-Ian being;, that he hCld 

in N. y. ~. days. And' h is ",od~ in those fOI'mer days made him 

the darl ing; of Aubrey Williams (lnd aI] 'his sort lnthe Nc,'i' 

Deal fraternity. \nd, I think that is a fair eval'lation of the 

man: he is still \\'orkin'T, in his own way "'ith such skill as no 

man has shown, if I can read history, in the Vnited States. 

During the Great Depression he was trying to bGild a decent 

world -- with inadequate brick -- "and no straw." lIe can no\\' 

btd} d that world of marble! \nd I think he is doing it to a 

degree that the great majoriti of people in the United States 

,scarcely understand today. 

There is today such a surge in the standards of life, for 

"ast multitudes of impoverished peop~e in this country as nobody. 

could possibly have predicted fifteen short years ago. Note 

for the moment I am not talking of the situation during the 

(;reat Depression but in our good, rich d"ys after t'forld \Var II 

quiet days of peace. Certainly no one at that time could have 

predicted that we would move so far in the direction he saw 

ahead -- Sal~) even in those tr'<lr;l.C days "hen he '''as N. Y. \. 

Director in Texas! 

Therefore, of course I approve of ",hat he is doing -- and 

"hat he is! He is not only t,he shre"dest, cleverest, most 

. efficient, poll tician ~ ~~ - as even his political opponents 

and bitterest enemies sometime admit; but back of all that, 

and overlooked even by a great many of my o"n -- and,.of his 

own -- very best friends, lies a gentle s~irit that was born in 

the man. I think. 
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I don't know from whence such things come; but I have seen 

him working with poor people, uneducated people, people in deep 

distress.  I have seen him work during his Presidency, and a bit 

P,WL DOLTON: NO\.;, Dr. Boh, you have us a reason~bly clear, 

and I must say a rather careful. anci proflerly restr:-tined ske1~ch 

of the Presideht's character, and a brief story of his early 

development. 

l\'ow, what I should like from you is a bit more personal 

review of the specific contrihutions you made to that develop-

ment -- in short why don't you tell us abuut your own contri-

butions to "The Mak of a President!" 

ROBERT MONTGOMERY: As you very well know, Paul my most per-

ceptive critic has never accused me of being an immoderately 

•modest. man! But I am profoundly skcpt:i cal of tIl(' ] o~ir. impl:i f'd 

i.n t,he concept HI did this: thereafter, that occl1~rerl:  

after I caused 'that' to harren!" No \~"t,hem'1ticc: I hclVP. eVf>r  

t mt':ht -- or studied -- or even he'l.rd 'lbont, h.;\s con\'1 nced ~'e  

of the v~lirlity of ~hat alm~~t un~vers~lJv Rcc~pted bit of  

lo;ric!  

Xever-the-less, that very chain of logic is implicit in  

the questi.ons you have rosed to me, in r~s0ect to my relations  

\d th the President durin0; the past forty years" \8 olle of the  

great political philosophers of our times, ~l Smith, ~as wont  

to suggest: trSU:>90se \\j~ look :"It the rpcord! tf 


~lmost precisely forty years a~o a ~ond fri~nd of mine, 

one Dick Kleber~ of the world-famous King Ranch, and I and 

a few close friends -- were at a luncheon, in Kingsville, r~xas. 

rfor the moment, we will ignore a considerable spate of unrelated, 

"nd confused evcnts, which l.,y all but forgott,en in the 
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- ') 

were profoundly disturbed at the ominous prospects! 

That young school master, at least in the fast-dimming 

l;cJr.()cic'3 elf <lnotlH~r of tJlf' r.l">n")(~I'S at that 1 unchCtln P,\T't-y, 

disnlaYf'd a nlost', astonishing- dopth of Ulldcrstiwdin-:; of the prohJ.em 

before us; and an equally surprising facility in formulating --

and defending ~- proposals for solving it. 

Inexorable time passes. One memb~r of that luncheon party 

has become a United States Congressman of considerahle dis-

tinction in respect to that very specific problem. ;\nother, 

has developed a bit of expertise as a student of -- and also 

a vigorous practicioner in -- the solution of such problems. 

The young school n~ster has become Secretary to the Congress-

man. The ,~econ,t,ieur has become a Government bureaucra I~ -- "ith 

specific responsibility for making Department of ,\griculture's 

,no<:;trurns understandable to the farl:!ers therrL~el ves -- and accept,i-

hIe to the political Cr);;u;JlJnity. 

from a quite discrete world) the most fantastic political 

leader of \merican history, one Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 

has become President of the United States. \'lith bewildering 

speed he began prescribing ne\<! and novr-:] nostrums for our ever-

increasin~ ills. 

By Fate or Chance -- ",,,ho kno\<!eth ,·:hich" -- the great l"eader 

creates -- accepts -- promotes a new governmental function -- 

and an agency for the specifir job of dning whatever could be 

done to save our visibly detJ~rioratin,:r "Seed-CornU -- nul' 

younE!;sters! The newborn hrninshild was christened the Xation~l 

Youth\clrainis tra t ion. 

The new agency must have a National ~dministrator; and  

must recruit a state administrator for each of the forty-ei~ht  

The fi rst ~~at,ion<ll\dministratot' Ims t,he !Ionor;tble  

~ubrey Williams. Aubrey \,/1 t Li ams ,"as one or my most highly-
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------

II qll ien ~;;~ he! II 

1 ";t t. s I !',' jlv-

U. S. D. A. superiors, after months in the field trying to 

explain the A. A. A. to farmers. I was staying at the Willard 

Hotel, at Pennsylvania Avenue and Fourteenth Street. 

Aren't there enour;h "ifs" recounted above, Paul, to confuse 

an Einstein? Well, let me add a few more -- as emphasis! 

Aubrey \'liLLiams "'<:IS searching diligently for precisely 

the right young I:liln to appoint as N. Y. :\. Director in Tex;:ls 

his ] elrgest sta:te problem, for reasons t,hat do not require 

explanati.on to nny Texan! 

That is the stage. Now for the script of the play: That 

morning -- early -- my pre-breakfast pascar, from the Willard 

Hotel took me south-east down the Avenue. At Thirteen Street 

I met Aubrey Williams. We sat on a small concrete bench, in 

the tiny park at Thirteenth Street and Pcnnsylvania Avenue. 

Aubrey was in unusually high spirits:  he had found exactly 

the young man he wanted for N. Y. A. Director in Texas! He 

counted off, on his fingers I remember: "He is young, handsoome, 

quickwitted, out-going extrovert, agricultural background, 

life-long political bent ['What young man in Texas hasn't 

that?' asked Aubrey!], graduate of the University of Texas. 

• and one of vour o"n Golden Lads!"-- . 
Then he gave me the name! 

~arely, in a very long life-time -- lon~ past the allotted 

"three score ",nd t,en" pre<:;sing hFtrd on the "Four Score" 

rarely, if ever, h",ve I been so surprised -- so shocked 

so hrH'rified! I!<!d I recounted every n::u;)e I could remember, 

of all th ... young Tex<:Ins I knel; at that timC J in th"" ordr:r of their 
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h i ,~,1 S 

Ii si ! 

cautiously -- in low key. 

,\ft,er ;\If!losl. forty yr':11'S 

coi.ned for that speeiaJ occasion: SOJl!e of them arc .still clas-

sics, in my rou:!h \"orld of ':!esL Texas! 

\fter a very long'time, Aubrey said: "Okeh -- 0!~,\Y! You've 

made your point. lIe is out! ~ow what 'shall I do? ITve already 

dictated a re.1 ease -- for the Texa s pappr .';! If 

"0bviously, first you kill that release." 

Look, you know Texas who do I appoint 

~. Y. A. Direct,or?" 

"There's Lyndon ,10hnson. '1 Simple as that, Paul.  

don't ever try ~o convince ne ~hat ~here is no "lace for ex~r~-

spn,,>nry ~)",r('e't ion, in a r2.t 1.ona] \,'orl d, or, that ltlck isn't,  

,just as important as skill in dl':!'." poker! 1 

So, Lyndon Johnson was appointed N.Y.A. Director for Texas. 

~:O\" tell me, Paul: Shall I claim eredi· for a very 

essential to our talc of "The Making of a President?" 

"Yes?" 

One doe'S 

that. What complete nonsensp! Ther0 are m~ny trails that run 

from !Jere t,o There: at every crossroad one must make a choice; 

and every choice ad~s another factor -- to an already incredibly 

complex equation! 

Dack to the question that started all these e,,>ot-or i.c 

COfl")ut-.'lt,ions: "Did I -- once u~on a time play one hand in 

the Great Game we are call in;.;- liThe ~~nkinC! of a Pre'Sident?" 

'.,tho can say? 

Of course, I should -- ~ith ~reat pride -- love to answer 

with a rasounding affirmative! \11 I can honpstlv d0 is --. 
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,'nc'i cnt I,U\ lsh d i dlU: 

rr;\\I 1 

dpnt, orcurl-ed); and she t.hinks it.; shuuld nOl be lold now. JF 

VOIl il'!r00 h-ith her, please cut jL.l 

At another vital point in the careful, beautifully designed,  

steady -- and in retrospect quite bold -- climb to the Presidency -- 

my own lifeline crossed that of President Johnson -- in a most 

esoteric fashion. During the late summer of 1937, when N. Y. A. 

Administrator Lyndon B. Johnson had built his agency into one 

of the most useful -- and certainly by far the most popular --

of the entire congeries of New Deal Operations in Texas, the long-

time Congressman of the Tenth Congressional District, the Honor-

able James P. Buchanan, died. For the second time -- by some 

incredible concatenstion of circumstance -- I had an opportunity 

.to ,make some sort of a contribution to the political arnbitinns 

of the future President. 

Immediately aiter Conc:ressman Buchanan died my o\Yn GoJrlen  

T ads -- I"holly on theil' Oi,'n iniat.ive -- not only idthout my  

direction or advice, but in fAct,. without, my ~!.!1.?_,~.::d~ --
1 

did a bit of political resear~h that I h?vA rarelv seen excelled 

Remember, those were depression dAYS -- the very bottom of 

the Great Depression in Texas. Almost everyone of those 

youngsters was in the University on some sort of Feder~l airl. 

~ number of them were on N. Y. A. jobs. Even I~ore of them 

were ~ettin~ other forms of Federal, or State, or private ~rants. 

S')me of them ',ere my graders or resenrch 8'3si<:t,'lnts at the 

Cniversi+y. Most of them wer~ not .atin~ -- with any tolerable 

re!!u]arity! A few -- tragic'lily fpw -- had resourc~s of th0ir 

own -- or wealthy parpnts. 
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') 1 1 i ,. i (':\ 1 

":~.:>J.oy(>('s ir' till' l);,Jr'j("j', i·j·(,ir job,>, tj'cir s[lltl{'Jcs, thpjr' 

bosses, their uncles--and aunts--and cousins; of all em-

ployees of State, County, and minor political entities; of all 

individuals receiving any sort of grants-in-aid, pensions, 

s.'llaries, '1,'ifts, inco;nes of all sorts, 'from any government-.;ql 

i:\C';ency I,h",tever! 

They knew how much each recipient was getting; what salary 

nr wages he earned if he ,,'as not- entirely on relief; I ... ith ,.;hat 

polit.ical r>arty he, customarily v0terl.; \;,hat chllrch -- and lod-;;e 

and fishin~ cluh he belonged to -- and who his Aunt ~ary had 

r.iEl r ried! 

in the Tenth Congr~~sional Dist.rict! 

A few n:i.!!;'hts before the d·;adline date of fil ing for that 

vacant Con~res<;ional seat, my Golden Lads spread all that 

GaBS of data on our Jiving room Flo0r; at 280S San Dedro 

Street. 

Furthermore, th0Y had drm·:m It;1 my political platform, my 

announcement, and a story for the Press; they had olltlined 

~y acceptance speech! 

As I ~Ry have told you, this was Texas: these \,ere young 

Tt'xas lads: this Has 1937: I \~as "Dr. Bob" -- and \,e \,'erc ,;oing 

to build By all t.h" Gods of ~:ighty Olymnus IW 

1,'01110. do it ourse] ves! 

For many hours -- an ent,ire night. -- the exc ited youngsters 

"aog: the ancient liar-hymns; they S\;'IH1.G; through all the war dances 

of Texas ~olitics: they exulted; they shouted the timeless 

challeng 0 s of Youn~ Braves -- in their firs~ war paint! 

Three or was it four -- nights later another ancient 

r i. tual l"rtS perforillod on that sar,;c stag(~. ~'~r. r~ay· Lee, of the 
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1 J pi'l '1(',' ,"\ L '2 -;(l'\ 

four years had become known in every village, town and country  

school house in the District; known as the strongest and most 

,\c];;-,in-Lstl',ltor of the X. Y. \.in 

~'r. ) ee pruduced Ciocuments. Those docur.icnts ,,'ere desir;nerl 

to project young ~lr. Johnson into the ,tmpendinry; con2;ressional 

rf)CC. 4c reRd from the documents. He commentr>d, at, J:lany points, 

with ~ountin~·excit~ment. 

Mr. Johnson, himself, commentcd a few times, quietly and 

c3l'cfully -- reminding '11'5. ~loni'':;f)lIlery and me of certain thinr:;s 

we had not forgotten! 

Then I di~ i1 thing, Paul, ror "'hich I h<lve found no 

adequate explanation--or atonement--to this day! May I 

be allowed a belated and most immediate attempt at defense-- 

or an abject apology -- for such a stupid, mean, petty, and 

utterly heartless exhibition of primiitive cruelty: Surely  

,c:;O!"e ancient, mad, Irish ancesl-or of nd nf'! must have spoken by my 

tongue -- that night: I calln]y stated, "But my Ol,n announcement 

\;ill be in the morning ne'"spapcrs! II 

Of course my statement was greeted ",ith a palpable, brea~h-

ExplnnClt.j on -- lame anpoloa;y -- en ildi sh praVE'rs for f'or-

<:>;i vcmess fol]ol,ed. 

laughter -- Aven at the time T thonght, tllP. 1:.\.s4-, a bit forced 

and quite unnecessary! 

Now, Paul, one more swift peep under that strange curtain 

which carries the legend "It might have been:" If 1 had entered 

that Congressional race against Lyndon Johnson -- and the two 

vigorous anti-New Deal candidates, what do you think would have 

happened? 
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I 

V"I'Y I'. f,' I, 
! hr· l.ir:1(':) I yntlon ,Inhnson \-;uulrl .c;urc]y h:\v(; (jlll.-!'Hil IIob ·:U~lt'!.()::.f'I'Y! 

times during this interview: "Have you ever contributed mater- 

ially to the phenomenal rise of Lyndon Johnson, to the highest 

office of our Nation?" Did I mae a contribution by refusing 

to run against him for Congrrss, in 1937?  

I think not. True; if J had announced, it, could probably 

h3vc eventuated in his defeat for Con~ross. So, ,..as not my 

refusal to enter that race a considerable "hand up" fat' the 

young N. Y. A . . Director? 

A,gain, I think not. As I argued some time ago, in describ-

in~ another comparable: In the semi-arid West of my childhood, 

learned early, that there are many trails leading to the 

water-hole. Who but the Fates, or the Old Blind Witch called 

Chance, can point the best trail to the thirsty traveler? Had 

Lyndon Johnson been defeated in his race for Congress in the 

Texas Tenth -- were there not other trails -- leading toward 

that same ultimate goal! 

The trails "hi,ch I may helve madc a bit lllorc invitincr--

<It, the st<-!rt became lon!:,;, iHHl ha I'd, i:\nd tort,POlls., runnin,; for 
t 

th'c'nty-six long and often bitter years beforp it ended il+-, the 

~'\'h i t,p HOllse! ~','ho am I to say h,,~ mi<,;ht not have found a shorter) 

straighter, better one: If 'lui ell. II 

Of cnnl'se -- once norc -- I did look dOlyn that, partirular 

trail, as far as my"untnt.ored eve conld se'~: and I dirl r(:'fu~e 

to atter:tpt to block ,(,hat pilrtj<:lIlar tri:\U J t.o ttl(> E:!':.!J..r::.yonir 

Should that ,;i vc me SOllle sort· of claim to a place 

in that Great Pcllolvship of I!Ki!1'~ 'lel1CArs?" 

Th" Pres.ident ho.s n<"vcr -- once, in 

all the years beb':ecn, 0 ffc>t'cd ~ny proper rCCO!;lpCJlrc for my 

l!e ha~ noh, for +-\';0 
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\"~\r':,): ')1', ('\I i 1_" ~; i I'" ,1 y, !'''C;''l' ;" 

I, (" I.- n ,'h' I ""()II I ;1 Lfd ;U' (' f' p! ,'-;11 ,1, 
<~ CU.:II)' '{I -','it 1 Oll 

'.nd tklL 1 :t ,t i' ('1:1 (~ j' L ;-tl"'~)v(' , h,' i n , , : 111 ( ~ ttl ;1 ('l l! 1 ~ i (' 'I' ,Il LUn 

for jl1s1. over fo[,t-.y yc:u's, ,,;:i tit no siH~le 

CLlse of fail!lre of:' purpose) and 110 re,!:,;I'ctS! 

Your' CJu~stion, as' I no\\' r'ciHl it from our first i ntervie" 

",as, 

"Dr. 1':ont;g0111ery, Cl final question: lIo'.\' do you keep t.he 

lines cJpar with the people you work with in the political 

field?" 

~ly answer, I,hen you firs1~ asked the question "as given 

"off the cuff." 1: "ill no\<.' make it quit.c formal, precj se and 

compi et.e. 

Dr. ~'ontgomerYJ a final question: HO\, do you 

·j·:tmage to keep YOllr lines clear' "ith the people that you work 

"'ith in the po]jtical field? 

Well, ~:r. lio 1 ton, I have a l(~tter that \'Iill 

probably gi VB you your ans,..er in arc,,' 'vorcis; it. should tell 
t 

yon how I have·kept those lines clear: for almost exactly forty 

years; at least since well before I first met the President. 

When any one of my own students decides to enter elective 

politics, at. the Fe(lera] 01' even the st.at.e or local -- level, 

and if I have influenced in any way his decision on that matter, 

or the ultimate outcome of his race, I have sent him a version 

of this letter. The reasons I do this are explained in the 

l~tt.er. 

In at least a half dozen cases I have sent it to successful 

candidatcs who were never students of mine. That, of course, 

was the situation when the President run for Congrcss in 1937, 

from r.1.)' district.. 

LBJ Presidential Library 
http://www.lbjlibrary.org

ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT 
Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781]

More on LBJ Library oral histories: 
http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh



II i ': I r> i c t 

LOU tl,,':; l () 

Dcar Con~~r(~SS!\I,"l.'! pj cl:l c: 

This letter should have been in your hands exactly 

six months ago. Its contents were submitted orally to 

you and to ccrtain members of your staff during your 

campaign for Congress last fall. The reason for that 

original verbal submission were two: 

First, I thought I sensed that some memhers of your 

staff had serious question as to why I was trying so 

hard to contribute what I could to insure your election. 

In short, what was there in it for me? You doubtless 

already know -- or will shortly learn -- that a fresh-

man Congressman has very few luscious federal appoint-

ments available -- to repay his campaign staff, for 

their onerous campaign services in his behalf! 

And second -- it has been my invariable custom, for 

a full half century now, to submit this same assurance 

in every case where I have intervened actively in a 

political campaign at any level from precinct to Presi-

dency inclusive. 

Now, will you give me a half hour of yOllr valu<lbl" 

time for a simple, cleai, unequivocal, formal statement 

of my political position? 

Hore than a half century ar;:o, I re'lcl a stoat em~n ~ 

by one of the ancient Greek philosophers ,,,hich has in-

fluenced all of my political activities. 

The old r;reek So]oo over 2-,OOn years ,,<TO s<liri, "roe 

may do mll(:h if h~ does not. CRre who gets the ct"",dit for 

it." For reasons never analysed or clcarly understood --

i 1"'"" nn r t " ~ +- +- ("\ :-' (' • 

LBJ Presidential Library 
http://www.lbjlibrary.org

ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT 
Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781]

More on LBJ Library oral histories: 
http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh



'; , 

of adult life I have intervened in political contests,  

11,i'll;ill'" j inl'llll'llC" t::, ,:(~1('(1 infl Iyi' ('('1'\ ;\111 indiyi(it,:\I-.;(l 

i'L) J ' P ( ) S j t i U Ii" 0 I' pub I i (, _" us l. ;lIl (I 1'(' ,-. pOll s i i> iIi, t Y ,\ L 

'-: ;1 t jf'; I :,1, ~; I ;t LC ;j 11 d ! u c:' \ I (, ,'(' ,1 s· 

Occasion;,II), lhis il,1 Cl'vl'nl.inn 1;'<1Y l):\\'C hZ'PI! or 
som" vallIe ill clet.rrl,.i nj l)'~ I he nil t (:0:;\"; ;jlld ina 11 cases 

I~,y COlltribuL Lon has bee!, <,,('c()fi'pani cd 1,-1 th Lli is 8ir;1]11 C', 

cxplicit assurance, "I will never ask you for anything, 

a job, a pllblic contract., ball, or tJ,E' fixing of a traf 

fie i: icket -- for' J:lysel f . II 

For many years now the following pledge has been 

added: "I ",ill never ,acct"!?..i;;, at your hand any special 

favor." .The reasons for this assurance, are two. 

First this ",ill leave me absolutely free to offer 

advice and counsel in res~ect to any matter of public 

interest ",hich mny Arise in your jurisdiction without 

sllbj")cting you to any suspicion concerning my reason 

for giving that advice. 

Second:: This leaves me free to ask your assistance 

in finding ,jobs in publ i.e S81'vic'c for .sorlP of thp"ic 

come to me every semester in ever-increasing numbers 

for advice and help in finding their proper places in 

our complex world! 

In respect to this second p]eJ~e to you is added the 

assurance givpn to everyone to "hom I hnve liIetdc slI('h 

"I do not recomrend one of my yOllngsters 

nnlcss T knOh' Jd.Ja "uite ~\·!,;·l.l pcr"ior;\Jly; lln]ess I heli,,"'"' 

he ('~n And wi]I render sntisfnctory servic p in t~e job 

for which I cUll recomll'.endin(~ hirt: ane! unless I consider 

hi.- the hp.st, plan I knOh' for the specific job, who is 

presently available." 

And, finally, if any youngster of mine has, within 

my knowledge any attitude, characteristic, traning or 

background which could adversely affect his competence 
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th~Jl fl'om r;\,,"! 

,"\nrl j i' yO\l decide' that. n,y 

advise is desirable or my youngsters acceptable public 

servants, you will ask for more -- of hoth! I aWF\it 

your decision on hoth counts. 

An~ that I sent to Con~ressman Jake Pickle, havin~ sent 

almost \\'oro fa.r Hard the same letter to some fifty-odd puhlic 

servants. Most of them in -- or from -- the State of Texas; 

a dozen or po~sib]y a score by now, at thn national level. The 

President of the United States has one of those in his files 

from September, 1937. And that was by no means the first: J 

had already sent it to tHO C!oyer-nors of Tcx"Is; and a spat.e of 

,State Legisl<'l tors, and a few Con'!;ressmen. 

PAUL BOLTO:\: 'veIl, Dr. Bob, I must Belt'lit. that is a unique 

t~rick -- an'd about the most ingenious J have ever discovered! 

It certainly ought to be effective in doing the thin::: ,,-hich 

you designed it fo~. 

It is most extraordinary to find <I r,I<lJ1 "ho is so vi.t.1'llly 

interested in polii~ir:..s, CIS you obviously have been all your 

life; but who not only does not want anything for himself from 

the politicians with whom he works, but who will not take any-

thing from them -- under any circumstances. At least I can now 

understand why so many of them have code to you for help; and 

maybe that is exactly what you have wanted, all the time! 

Careful, Paul: I think you may hRv~ discovered 

a deep secret of ~inp. \t any rate it is my opinion that 1 have 

en;oyed r.;y half-century of polit.ical dabhlin<r Leore t.h<:w Clny 

politicifln I may p0ssibly h.J.v,' ll(>lp~d -- <"ven <'. nresidC"nt of 

the Vnit.cd States! 
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f,;{) \\",tl(l\,~t, a !pt (Ii- Il('O')tr'> t :lin:< Y(ll' ~\!'f~ i'J'~t ~I 

i ! 1 I ('!' \' i {~\,-"? 

shollJd 

J i l:e to put on the I"CC'0rd, bc· fell"" :Y-0ll ShOll\-' "C\li~. I! 

At several points you have asked me, in effect, what I 

l'ersona 

,""rh rprpT'r',"'ncc of that questin" I tri ed honestly 

bit st:'.uffily -"'- to repudiate any in,plj cation that my contribu-

t.ions, if any, hrtd JH"~n vi t::tl or even measur.qhly valnahle. 

That I,as not done from any lon.'1'-ov p rdn e expressio" of 

Rather, it s~ens from ~y strong conviction, 

after a ] 0n'! Ii fetime of observin'.~  

ing -- the Political Arts, that no one incident or action is  

absolutely vital in relation to some specific, futur~ outco~e.  

All ultimates rest uncertainly on a vast congeries of inci- 

dcnts. No single incident can be measured precisely as essential -- 

or even valuable -- to a specific outcome. No man can say, with 

any clear validity, thRt this act of mine led unerringly to that 

End. All any honest man can say is "I did this -- and this -- 

and this: Other things were done -- by other men -- at other 

times, and places. And, Lyndon Daines Johnson became President 

of the United States of America." 

From such slender threads magnificent tapestries are ",oven! 

De,fanse and Defendant -- rest. 
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GE tlF.HA L s:mvrCES AD>lllaS'l'll,"1.nON 
NATIOHAL AnCHIVES Mro K'F:CORDS SERVICE 

Gift of Persorl8.1 statement 

By Dr. R. H. Montgom.ery 

to thei 	 Lyndon Baines Johnson LibraryI 

I, In accordance with Sec. 50T of the Federal Property a.'1.J. rd.!nlntstratlve , 3~rlflces Act of 191~9, as amendp.d (hl-!- U.s.C. 397) and reGulations i!;;":Ul;'d 

I 
! th"!r~llnder (ILl CFR 101-10), I, R. H. Montgom.ery , her" '.ortner' 

re ferred to as the donor, hereby givP., donate, and con vey to th~ Un t ':."!Q 
stat.es of Merica for eventual deposit in the Lyndon Baines Joh;lson Ltcr;a:..-y, 

j end for ndmini~tration therein by the authorities thereof, a tape and tran-I 
~ scrJpt of e. personal st-9.tement e.pproved by me and prepared for t.he purpo!3e 

of deposit in the Iqndon :&lines Johnson Library. T1.1~ gift of this rr.n.terl~l 
1 is rnrvle subject to the follmring terms B.nd conditions: 
1 
1 1. 'l';1.t1.fJ to th~ tnl1,t':Jrh!J, transformed hereunder, Bml (tll ll~F"!rn.r'y
1 property rights, will pass to the United States 9.5 of th~ dtl.t~ of th~! d"'lIvcry of this tn9.terio.l into the physical custody of the Archlvir;t of 

th~ United st!'lt~o. 

I 2. It is the donor t swish ta m;:l.k~ the materiol donated. to th~ United. 
I stat.es of America by terms of' thi.J instrtunent nvniln.ble fot' rcr.earch eG 

s')on as it has been deposited in the Lyndon ::&lines .Johnson Librflxy. 

3. A revision of this stipulation go'.rernine access to the lMteri9.l 
for. research ma.y be entered into between the donor amI th'? llrchlv:tst or 
the United states, or his designee, if it appears desirable. 

4. The material don9.ted to the United states plrrsu~~t to the fore-
going sha..l1 be kept inta.ct permanently in ~he I;yndon Baines SOl-fOson Ltbrary. 

Signed 

b9.te 
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