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"PLACE Congressman Plckle s off1ce 1n wash1ngton, D C
'1Tape 1 of 1 o - |
- F: ,‘Mr Congressman, we' were ta1k1ng 1ast time about the e1ect1on L

“":A lot of young men had come back from the ‘service and they were

- of 1946 and we d just f1n1shed w1nn1ng the C]ay box. 1 thought‘nf7"
‘<~ we'd p1ck it up from there. .- |

r“we11, that was Just one of the experiences in the campa1gn of

1946 It was the first time that the President [Lyndon Johnson]

~had ever rea11y been cha]]enged since he had been e]ected as,

'congressman, and the c11mate was all set for a poss1b1e upset‘

“1oad°d for bear," so to sneak - They were out to'"get Johnson ",_‘
'V'A 1ot of these wnee1er dea]er charges that went on that fo]?ow ji_« -
"'Mr Johnson through the years rea]]y stem from th1s campawgn, .
“didn't they? '7 B
'5tiYes and 1 suppose you cou}d say some of it stemmed around the n.
(‘fact that the,Johnsons had made money or ‘were mak1ngnmney.= thatdf’t .
, he was a poor boy from a poor family, and now he had made money.‘:"

This is a charge that 3 qu1te often 1eve}ed at anybody who s in

pub11c 11fe

And once 1eve1ed you never quite get r1d of 1t

No. You f1nd yourse]f exp1a1n1ng or defend1ng, and once you start do1ng
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_lthat then you are suspect. You are quest1oned frem then on: ‘In,';’
‘th1s part1cu1ar case, the Johnsons dur1ng the war had bought KTBC

r‘;'They had bought it pr1mar11y on money wh1ch Mr. Johnson had gathered

‘hfi-together, and from Mrs. Johnson 3 money from an. aunt in A]abama. The ﬂ B

xjr'amount of money they pa1d for KTBC at that t1me was not a Warge

. amount. They had outb1d whoever was. 1nterested dn it pr”‘"d‘jf“ﬁh

43'and'had obta1ned 1t And nobody pa1d any attent1on to it. But when
it began to make money a11 through the war years and 1mmed1ate1y
'kafterwards then they were suspect, you see They d }eve} charges

;: aga1nst them 'If any apartment bu11d1ng was constructed in Aust1n,
i>somebody wou]d say,‘“Oh you know, Lyndon Johnson 1s beh1nd that.":*'”‘

1 remember Gordon Fulcher, who had Teft the newspaper bus1ness and

gone 1nto construct1on bu51ness, had th1s to plague h1m for a long

t1me Every bu11d1ng that he put up or had any 1nterest 1n, someone o

o wou]d a?ways say-—because he was a fr1end of Johnson s~-that "Lyndon -

Johnson is h1s s11ent partner.” B

‘Hollers ra1sed some questaon about how Johnson had obta1ned the house -
~ outon Dillman. ‘;: ” . 1’ ‘> ) '
P Yesr- As I reca]l 1t they made some reference [to] Brown and Root

who through the years has always been paraded before Johnson as h1s j"'

~secret benefactor or source of funds Because ‘the house had come TR

| ';ythrough the Brown peop]e 1nd1rect1y, they sa1d wel] that was g':

flanother deal. These th1ngs were floatlng a]l through al] kinds of‘1"
,1property purchases conSaruct1on JObS The rad1o bu51ness had made ‘_:eld

‘the Johnsons suspect of mak1ng a 10t of money. ,Au
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‘ ,D1d they bother the Congressman personal]y, or dld he Just ]ook on V"

them as. part of the~-?

s Of course, they bothered the Congressman persona11y, because here
”r was a. case where he had been in the Congress now~about nine years,

"had deve]oped a tremendous stand1ng, almost by just a ha1r defeated

fOV the Senate in 1941. " He had gene to the war and vo]unteered as fh'

(f;he sald that he wou]d, came back He was recogn1zed as one of the |

" leading congressmen in the Un1ted States, and yet they woqu take

U‘«after hlm w1th a great dea] of oppos1t1on and vengeance 1n the d1s-"i“
",f_ tr1ct The accusatlon was not about h1s serv1ce, but "Had he made - .
"money?“ I thlnk rea]]y under1y1ng a 1ot of that was the fee]1ng that

'~fJohnson was st111 a New DeaTer, a Rooseve]t man, or a 1oya1 or 11bera1

¢

Democrat.,

. Which was enough to make him suspect in‘some‘qUarters |
'That was the beg1nn1ng of the seed because the 0ppos1t1on had a rump ’
'conventlon, I remember, during the war, and rump convent1ons were the

' ,order of the day,‘1946 and later 1948° and S0 forth So I thlnk rea]]y

a Tot of the old hands who wanted to change and s]ow down and to.

fh7start the conservat1ve movement rea11y were ebJect1ng more to the ;:.
philasophy, but they were us:ng the prof1teer1ng approaeh»asvthe~,.ti‘

~main vehicle.,

Thls br1ngs ta pownt another dec1swon. we had to dec1de how to

. ansyer these charges. And as I said earller, we met one eren1ng in

| *}_QSenator Wirtz's home. There were a group of us around-_John Conna]ly
_and Joe Kllgore and Ray Lee and Gordon Fulcher;. Buck Hood Tom o

- Miller, the mayor: BOb Phlnney, myselfs and one or two more. Bnt_f,tT

 we had a 1ong d1scu351on that nlght of how to answer the charges.

.‘ SR S
H
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:fAnd most of us f1na]1y dec1ded that the best way to do wou1d be to
xtf”]et Mrs Johnson answer the charges. Let her br1ng out the records

- and cha]]enge the opponent Letvh1m have 1t between~the eyes as~1f,,'

he were quest10n1ng a ]ady s statements and 1ntegr1ty we a11 ' ,

'd'thought that would be a good approach because 1t wou]d make it very

“'d1ff1cu]t«for the opponent to answer We thought perhaps that was

_the order of the day, or that was the dec1s1on that even1ng unt1] ‘

'Senatorvw1rtz:f1na1]y cleared}h1s throat N1th h1s c1gar 1n h1s hand

©and tapping it gently over in the'1itt1e tray, he sa1d "We]] I 11_’f»f

tell you boys I never have thought 1t wou1d set wel] w1th the .~ -

~ people 1ong if you h1de behind a woman's sert I be11eve Lyndon |

o better answer th1s h1mse1f head- on " ’It dldn t take long to rea11ze 1hh

~And he did that nlght by com1ng to Noo]dr1dge Park openlng

- up-all the records and of course, “in the presence of h1s w1fe

said, "Here are our records Anybody An the world can exam1ne them.}”

f_I challenge you to do 1t, and 1f you f1nd someth1ng that you want to~"'

argue or debate about, we‘]l do it tomorrow wade open to the publlc "

That was such a bold offer. and such a dramatlc presentat1on of h1s:i.',.'-'t“

f1nanc1al records, and swear1ng that he would stand by everyth1ng in

'ethe book that no one came forward on the stand to cha]lenge 1t No

'tone came forward 1ater And S0 that was an issue, but 1t faded after that

B But that 1946 campa]gn was the flrst rea] test. It was hot and

lheated all through the elect1on- Though I was work1ng on a d1str1ct

basis, the same klnd of fevered act1v1ty was go1ng on back in the
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district. ‘; L J~g," .

) I remember durvng the last week of the campa1gn the Pres1dent s gd'5-¥h' -

kn.o1d fr1end Gene - Autry ‘came to Centra] Texas and appeared w1th h1m EE

on some of h1s meet1ngs " He wou]d go 1nto San Marcos or Lockhart

A, v Lu11ng, Georgetown Tay1or and towns around there., we wou]d have a

fpresentat1on of Gene Autry on an old wagon bed or an 01d truck bed

7"*It wou]dn t be decorated It wasn't fancy.' It was r1ght out on

‘the. courthouse square and under the b1az1ng sun or under the tree

~In both San Marcos and Lockhart, we had good trees on the square

“‘and 1t was a co1orfu] sort of a sett1ng. " Gene: Autry'wou1d come f~.

and say he was happy to be here, aust happened to be here, pass1ng

; through, wanted to appear with his o]d fr1end Lyndon Johnson whom

: he knew. when th1s elect1on was f1n1shed 1n a few days wou]d be back

1n the saddle aga1n And when he'd crank" down with “back in the

f add]e aga1n," everybody would start c]app1ng and cheer1ng and then

say,,ntyndon w1]1 .be back 1n the sadd]e~aga1n.“ That was the .

~ theme. Of course, that was Gene Autry's -song and 1t caught on.

'f‘we had tremendous gather1ngs Now, though the p]atform and the wagon ,"

~j~_ or truck bed would be very plain, I had the job of be1ng sure that

‘ ‘;‘eythe PA systems were w1red 1n, that we had the best equ1pment

poss1b1e that we had to have a spare on hand 1f one went out Because 0

‘ ;'though it 1ooked austere, a great dea] of preparat1on went 1nto the

time that Gene Autry approached and the t:me he' d wave his hand and

.‘V‘the pictures wou]d be made when Johnson wou]d get on the platform

o and put h1s arms around Gene Autry and. together they wou]d 31ng SRR
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',f:and ta]k'to‘the crowd. Th1s was st111 the days when you cou]d have”
,po]1t1ca1 gather1ngs and it would appealty ;f‘ o '_ h
| - We went back 1nto Aust1n the ]ast two or three days of the,gi
o campa1gn, and we went areund to ne1ghborhood commun1t1es. we d '::‘
have waterme]on feasts we would advert1se 1n the newspaper "Freeft:t" .
. Ice“Co1d watermelon."t And that brought the crowd., - Ne “had them 1n154u°.
.the four sect1ons of the c1ty And it was f1ne because, w1th Gene_“c‘
v'“iAutry and the waterme]ons and the c]os1ng sp1r1t of a campa1gn wef.f
vihvhad good excitement and good crowds o _ 'A ujv
F: ,1~Does any enterta1ner come like that 51mp1y because he is a fr1end?('tj..
. Do you try to compensate him? ‘ - | : | R
: P:'A,”I do not know.‘ I know from my own‘expertence that you do not
| compensate, but you have friends who 1n one way or another want you.;
to be friendly too.e I wou]d 1mag1ne that Mr Autry was obta1ned
”d:pr1mar11y through the recommendat1on of a Mr. Ed Ne1s] in New Yerk _;
~-who represented 1n 1ega] capac1ty the mov1e actors.. de cou]d say
: :to them, "1 thtnk th1s wouid be a good appearance why don t ‘
iryou go?“. In other words you were Just a fr1end of the 1ndustry,
k‘and therefore they'd send a man. But, S0 far as I know, there is jf;'
| no money exchanged and no pay for th1s.l You Just can t do 1t.v |
I found then that ice co1d waterme]on st111 had an attractlon;rf;r*
»1;and Gene Autry sure had an attract1on. of course, the young boys - .“
h «,”around the p]atform got engaged 1n a waterme]on r1nd f1ght durwng "\'7
'*{the speak1ng and. near1y ran Mr. Johnson crazy.‘ I can st111 hear h1m '

-try1ng to say in an as1de, but in a 1oud vo1ce, to Joe and Jake g47
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‘Viand John or Walter or somebody;~"Get those b]ankety~b]ank k1ds .f\
jout from under th1s pTatform " They a]most took h1m out of the o
‘saddle. | "‘ | , , A |

: But that was an 1nterest1ng campa1gn it'was the firet:time f‘»'
| i'he was ever rea]]y cha]]enged and 1t showed though that by-- 1‘
F:'b‘aActua1]y it d1dn‘t,turn out to be as e]ose as you hadAthought,'; '
j did 1t? ! ""',f‘ 3 ';' | ‘.‘ t RN
ps n »No, it dide't. We beat He]]ers sound]y, about 65 per cent to 35
- h»as I remember 1t or in that nelghborhood And I th1nk he wou]d ”’:

"fhave beaten h1m fa1r1y eas1]y 1f he had not put on a hard eampa1gnr

‘7"But I think th1s is what was in Mr. Johnson s m1nd He was be1ng

[ _1cha11enged He knew that he was one of the lead1ng eongress1ona]

- contenders for future polxt1ca1 offwces. Had he run a c]ose campa1gn i
&-and if it had Tooked 11ke that he was becoming weak or vu]nerable, .
).th1s wou]d affect him down the 11ne., The campa1gn that he staged ,
",was not on]y one to protect his 1ntegr1ty, but to protect the c]a1m o

Jh‘he had, or thought he m1ght have, as the 1ead1ng Texas Democrat1c "
.'"cand1date so far as the future was concerned. So he spent time and
 money and effort° We organjzed4backwards and(forﬁardvthoroughiy,"
50 much softhat what might have been a threatening campaignvfina11y .;'“
"efolded Just by sheer force of met1cu]ous organwzatwon and p]ann1ng
‘VAnd 1t was 1mportant, because he had ]948 Toom1ng, and 1f he had not
f won a very dec1s1ve v1ctory in 1946, then I th1nk that by 1948 he wou]d -“v

‘a.have had trouble.‘ r know that that was what he was th1nk1ng of at “
Vl'that time. V | ‘ o
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_F:il_ Before we Teave th1s 1946 e]ectIOn, 1et me ask you two questtons T‘Qne“‘
o I started to ask you 1ast t1me. “He - had been 1n offlce a]most a |
‘ decade now, and the burdens of off1ce p1ck up s1mp1y because you |
~can 't p]ease a]] of the people a11 of the tame. Every year you
*_”']eave some peop]e a 11tt1e d1ssat1sf1ed and you know, 1t catches o
up w1th lots of po]1t1c1ans over a per1od of t1me.‘ D1d he worry
‘ ‘about th1s or dad he Just take for granted that 1f you made the K Ve
"extra effort that enough peop]e wou]d come a]ong w1th h1m’ f,d
Copr I'm sure he was concerned about it. I don t th1nk he real]y worr1ed. _
- nAn 1ncumbent has’ certa1n advantages He's known. He S ab1e to Af‘
‘make appearances as Congressman Johnson or Congressman P1ck1e.ye"
This carr1es with it a sort of mant]e of- accomp]1shment and occu-
‘\~pancy That S 1mportant “He also is ab]e to make re1eases,
and ne gets his name in the papers and gets a certain 1dentity
Every t1me, though, he casts a vote, he d1sappo1nted somebody or
some group. . And»gradoa]?ykthere is a sort of an attr1t1on’that‘takes‘tt
‘dp1ace over a period‘of'years.‘~You disappoint'a man on”one vote and -
‘Ad1t 11 take a hundred other votes to get h1m back because everybodyy ;_‘
| is ind1v1dua11y or, 1f you want to call 1t, se1f1sh1y 1nterested 1n]‘ ~
i'hls own problem. So an lncumbent does get hurt though and he gets’b“ ’
"',‘chIPPed at. Usua]ly he doesn t know where some of the oppos1t1on lﬂes.-;gj" i
~He just knows that th1s happens. S | ' | o
B Now Mr. Johnson a¥so dur1ng that per1od of’t1me had to rea]1ze -
: that 1f he was go1ng to be the leader then he had to take pos1t1ons
.open]y and clearly in support of the tlmes and the change, :As such, t

he was'veryﬁclearly,still indtne New Deal or the Roosevelt mold. ;t'
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hHe was. recommend1ng changes 1n our whote po11t1ca1 structure that

were d1fferent from what our forefathers had operated Th1s rea11y ‘

= was draw1ng the ]1ne sharper and sharper between 11bera]s and con- L e

qservat1ves

You could see the D1x1ecrat movement bu11d1ng dur1ng that tlme,; fﬂgl,h.‘

'rand Mr. Johnson was more. or 1ess the1r target not because he wasn t
'!ffor, 1n those days, a 10t of the very basic th1ngs the South was

. for, but he was also for somerchanges.- Be1ng a 1eader he had to take

'khe,the flag and gorfohward “So‘he'got oppos1t1on that he wou]dn t

 have rece1ved except for the fact that he was the recognized Teader

of the Texas group

So that d1d enter 1nto it, and he was concerned about 1t., But‘I

:tdon t think he was fearful that the oppos1t1on was go1ng to be that;"

‘v1arge that he thought he had more advantages by be1ng recogn1zed as'vfaeu"*
- the 1eader than he was by-losing. B |

c:He would p1ck up more than he lost.

 That was_1t. He was go1ng to pick up more than he Tost. =

:" One other quest1on- In this very met1cu1ous p]ann1ng, d1d he‘tahe
'-1~the active hand or did he have, in ‘effect, an execut1ve off1cer who f~‘-
. was reSponSTbIe for that and he just oversaw 1t? A '

,'If I don t make anyth1ng p1a1n in a]] of these 1nterv1ews, I want to fv

.make th1s platn. Mr. Johnson not only took a hand 1n all of th1s‘

plann1ng, he was the p]anner,~and anyth1ng that we thought we were ;h ’

go1ng to do we d better check 1t w1th the managers and they W1th

Mr. Johnson because he knew everyth1ng that was tak1ng place and e |
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wou]d 1nvolve h1mse1f 1n such met1culous 11tt]e deta11s that we

3 used to 1augh about 1t and wondered why 1n the world he d want to d'

i»take t1me to fooT w1th how handb11ls wou]d be pr1nted

I remember in the 1046 canpa1gn we were go1ng to make our appear-"f'. R

i~ances and our sweep in the var1ous count1es He had arrangements ;
- that we wou]d go 1nto a cemmun1ty I1ke Round Rock.; 1 was to have

gone ahead to be sure that that was in. the paper Second1y, I d get

} ,ha penny post card to a11 of the pol] tax ho1ders 1n that who]e area

. Fourth I wou'ld have the PA system go up and down the streets before g

“and 1nv1te ‘them to come in at a certa1n hour at a certa1n t1me. B

Vfl he came into town F1fth I d have handb111s pr1nted which sa1d

: ;'certa1n time. " I m1ght even go 1nto town and start a 11tt1e contro— S

f~“Hear Lyndon Johnson speak Round Rock corner at so- and so at a ‘

) versy°‘v"Now, d1d you hear that Johnson is 901ng to 1et old Ho]lers

| a.have it today7", and get that rumor floated around town And we had

severa] other things that were in agreement

I remember one t1me we were. gO1ng to the 11ttle commun1ty of

Bertram—-Bertram and Burnet.~ And I d1dn t send out the handb111s

"lh ‘because the terr1tony was pretty w1despread I d1dn t reaily see

any way I could really get out in the commun1t1es to get the handb1115h*

put out I had ‘sent the post cards out They had the te]ephone

campa1gn underway w1th our 1eader. So I bypassed this and told

Mr. Johnson as we ro]1ed 1nto town that we d1dn t put out the

'handb111s in th1s commun1ty because I thought the best th1ng to do‘ f :

do
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_'was Just go ahead and concentrate on. the post cards and . the phone.e
‘7l'ca11s because of the dwstance 1nv01ved and so forth., And he to]d

| "Young man, I don t want you to do any th1nk1ng.: You Just do what

' said “well I thought~~f‘? He sa1d Mt 11 te11 _you aga1n You re
fnot supposed to be th1nk1ng You do what we have agreed to do unless

kI te]] you to change 1t " And I smarted under the rebuke and the

‘""1n ‘the car--we were dr1v1ng a]ong--and he sa1d "You heard me; and
'}}you 11 find out that that 3 r1ght. You stay w1th what we agreed

_ ?‘young man, and you ]1 be better off. "

)‘That S r1ght But there he was, concern1ng h1mse1f ahout Tittle' .
"V-handb1lls bEIHQ put out in a sma]] commun1ty that I thought rea]]y
WVLhad been covered sat1sfactor11y }I,wou]dghave(debated it, but he

':d1dn t want to debate. - He Just said, h"fhis %5 What we"agreedito do;,r_v
lr’and you do 1t in every p]ace.” I guess he assumed that 1f we d1d -
put” out the handb11]s ‘that m1ght br1ng another ten, f1fteen twenty.i.‘f
’i'f1ve people out, Just by 1tse1f And there s a Tot of d1fference |

between twenty f1ve peop]e out to hear you than two hundred people,f

*;abecause 1t s all the d1fference 1n the world in both what the

- you strong or not--but what the coverage is and more part1cu1arly,

' cr1t1c1sm, and I clouded up a 11tt]e b1t He f1na11y reached over L

what it does to a cand1date Because you get a certaTn exh11arat1on when

ST
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V;“you re ab]e to get up and ta]k to a group and 1t s a good—s1zed

:‘;sgroup and they respond<well It boosts a man more than anyth1ng T

‘_,selse ) That s that momentum, and he had 1t 1n that campa1gn.‘TH

. ’~ﬁsure d1d p]an everyth1ng He did 1n every campa1gn He d1d when EH'Q"‘

'f*fhe was 1n the wh1te House° And today he s do1ng the same th1ng._v

I can tel] you a 11tt1e story that happened. Th1s is gett]ng

‘5A7out of context but 1t S. along the same l1ne. ‘He ded1cated the LBJ ;

o hB1rthp1ace and Boyhood Home 1ast week. We flew from Wash1ngton in "

,.two separate Jetstar pTanes | Secretary H1cke1 was on one p]ane ;_~;1,

| “a1ong W1th Cha1rman Wayne Asp1na11, cha1rman of the House Inter1or i"id_':‘*

Comm1ttee, M1ss Julia But]er Hanson, ‘the cha1rman of the Approprla—

Commxttee, and John Say]or, the rank1ng Repub11can on the Inter1or

't1ons Comm1ttee of the Inter1or Comm1ttee my w1fe and I; and a-

~ couple of,others Another p1ane full of congressmen and d1gn1tar1es

~ came down. '

© - dedjcation. It was 92 degrees, and everybody sat out under‘thersun but

B , Ne were met at the [LBJ] Ranch w1th the Governor [Preston Sm1th]

of the state and a 1ot of the other state off1c1ais,,.we had,a wonderfu}_fr::if'

h;if*was'hbt;‘ Ve all became enbroiled with the heat. At the end of

1”*‘n 1t the Pres1dent commented that he apolog1zed for the heat the .

~'sun, 1n a way, but he sa1d “The sun s good for my hay, and we need

“f*to get 1t ba1ed today And I know you 11 understand 1f we don t let

' th1s meet1ng go on. " Everybody 1aughed and app]auded

we went back to the Tawn up at h1s house. Ne were a11 m1ng11ng .5 .

"jaround Here was' the Pre51dent thank}ng the Judges and the Secretany

C 12
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~of‘Intenior'and.all‘the State-officials:and‘c]dse fami1y triends whof~i L :

; }1had come out He and Mrs Johnson were mov1ng around on the front

o ,flawn of the1r home, tell1ng them that they apprec1ated the1r com1ng,ffd,*:” |

. and a]] of us were exchang1ng good comments about the ded1cat1on andt ,f\‘“

ftvthe occas1on when Chalrman Asp1na11 ‘and John Say]or wanted to dr1ve ﬁoiidgf;:::

':ftdown 1n the back pasture, pr1mar1]y over in what they call the ji"’

‘“gDanz pasture and see some of the deer and catt]e

While they were 1n the car, they heard th1s voice come on the1rf .

‘!:intercommun1cat1on system A]] automob1]es connected w1th the Ranch'»"A'V

e have one of these 1ntercom systems. They heard Vo1unteer--that was ‘f7"'

';-the Pres1dent s ve1ce--and he was ask1ng h1s foreman where was the

" tractor 1 that was supposed to be- down there baling the hay." He,'e VS
' SaTd,<“we11 the tractor was p]ow1ng down in another pasture.”

‘<He said '“What's it doing p1ow1ng?" “Well, ! he sa1d "we Tet the

man who would" norma11y be runn1ng it down there ¢ on the baler come - -

-up for the ded1cat1on " The Pres1dent sa1d "L1sten the ded1cat1on ‘; B

'1f; 1s over'w1th now. The sun's out, and that hay ought to be cut. Yo ‘i;‘t

"l get that tractor back up here to pu]l th1s ba]er we could p1ow

. any day Today s the t1me to get that hay cut and you get him up

there I 11 be down there in th1rty m1nutes to check nnth you.",k‘ -

';7Now, here was a voice com1ng on that 11tt1e short wave system in

. detail te111ng that foreman to get that hay cut and plow some other df5

N day, and that today was the day for the hay Th1s was go1ng on at uff R

t1me when a11 the h1gh Un1ted States off1c1als were m1ngl1ng around

,.;a and exchang1ng good‘greetjngs,<wh11e he was hack‘there act1ng-as>;’;
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’1”f0reman of . the Ranch So it shows you that he concerns h1mse1f idu ;
5about deta11s whether 1t s campa1gns or whether 1t s--' L
f,F;”dfl Keeps h1s eye on the sparrow’ o
'TeP; :,:5H1s eye on the sparrow John Say]or to]d me yesterday, .
' | "1 believe that s one of the greatest stories. There we were fat"‘dht"“
: n‘r1d1n9 around and here was the President of the United States in ?5;“:.'1
fthe m1dst of a]] the fest1v1t1es com1ng on in a very pos1t1ve vo1ce -
ﬂsay1ng, 'Get that hay cut and baled. o (Laughter) ‘
CFro Gett1ngvback t01948, if Pappy o' Dan1e1 had run aga1n--1 rea11ze th1s
i '“A1s 1ffy—~do you th1nk that Mr. Johnson would have made h1s b1d : :
| " for the Senate th1s t1me, or do you th1nk that the fact Pappy ruled
“himself out is what tr1ggered Mr, Johnson?
B P: *de,Iadon't know.( I think he wou}d have run whether Pappy wou]d have run - .
k 3 or not. Th1s was bu11d1ng He had won the 1946 campa1gn w1th a .
| '~strong vote. He had knocked down or at 1east e]1m1nated-—‘~;
L ;fi n‘ of course, he had nearly taken Pappy the f1rst t1me around He had
© been the winner for two or three days.” 'th i ) o
: 5P§V;_;:0h w1th1n th1rteen hundred votes. We nent to bed one n1ght thoughtf.f_e't
S it was a]l over w1th I 1earned that t1me not to celebrate too early;
I did that n1ght and that was a ‘mistake. " | " S
‘ _A, But 1t was bu11d1ng He had won th1s 1946 race w1th a bag vote.‘{;‘
"’frThe stage was set in 1948 and he pretty much had to make h1s move - '

‘1,_then Usual]y 1n th1s bus1ness the brass ring comes around once

"and you grab 1t If you m1ss it, you ve m1ssed your t1me and. whatever'hf o

f:occa51on presents‘1tse1f to stake your claim. out for(th1s.part1cular}__'k |

14 -
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[ 1-edvancemeht Now, the Senate had tr1ed to do th1s 1n 1941 and d1d

Jnot qu1te make 1t Then he had to dec1de, come ]948 whether he was

901ng to make 1t then or not And 1 th1nk 1t was 1nev1tab1e that '

e wouldlrun Pappy s decxs1on not. to run, I don t: thlnk would

A ;}5have entered lnto it too much - because Pappy was g01ng down in favor. -

'th th1nk 1t mlght have been eas1er to run aga1new ‘Lee. 0 than 1t
‘}~:wou1d have been aga1nst Coke because Coke was a--eoe-eh“‘ '
'-He [0 Dan1e1] had not been an effett1ve senator by most peop]e S f
"Judgment | | ‘V | | | "’
.No, no... Here was Coke Stevenson who had he]d the governorsh1p dur1ng;‘h
,e _:thevwar years,'dur1ng the time there.was not too,much,focuseonﬂetate |
4fﬁgovernment o o T o | w |

- The best t1me in the world to ho]d it. o ~fef.;'1 ‘f,- -

’fhave to try a 1ot of new changes or meet new cha11enges Sovhe oow1di

Cobe the tac1turn, wise, carefu], prudent, successfu] pub11c servant

"Thet was hlS approach, and that was. h1s ph1]osophy too.ﬁ So, in Tots jfl'

jof ways, Coke Stevenson was a harder campalgner to beat because here -

fl‘was S0 strong that it took a 1ot of talk to decide whether Mr

. Johnson wou?d even dare to do 1t I guess the odds were aga1nst R

fer Johnsen four ar flve to one that he cou]d win that race, and

"Eahe knew 1t He came to Austxn, and we a11 ta1ked about 1t at 1ength

Here aga1n I was pr1v11eged to s1t in on ehe conference of mak1ng

‘ the dec1s1on

o ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT e ‘ . More on LBJ Library oral histori€s:
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- Right.. Texas had deve]oped a big cash surp?us You knbw,vhe‘hadn't j_ ;Af" |

-tspent money, d1dn t have to. Taxes, money was coming iﬁ" He.didn'tl7 S

he'd been in the governor S off}ce and Just r1d1ng the waves ‘ He,.,i,;'g S

o150
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Nhat were you domg at tms tme, mcldentaﬂy? L

In 1948 I had been work1ng w1th KVET as commerc1a] manager of the

| 'WKVET rad1o stat1on I was one of the part—owners I had 1eft the

e'radlo ‘station in the sprlng of. 1948 to. set up our advertlslng agency,_.iji"' |

vrthe old . Syers, Pack?e, wlnn Agency I was over there at ‘the t1me, aS

a paptnep So I wasn 't as 1nvo]ved in the 1948 campa1gn as I had

ubeen'1n'some'of'the others ‘except~that when we her these meet1ngs '

"‘Lf‘to dec1de whether he should run or. not, he ca]led together aga1n

some of these same men that we have ment1oned

I remember partacu]ar]y one n19ht we had a conference out on

,,"h1s Tawn at 1901 D111man, and Claude W11d Sr., Tom M111er, Gordon wai

~7Fulcher, Buck Hood Paul Bo1ton, Ox H1gg1ns of course John cOnnally s

. Kilgore, “and some athers who I can't remember at th1s po1nt

:,‘gathered.« We had,to dec1de. Nou]d we challenge Coke7 Cou]d we w1n

: it? There was a need for a 11bera1 vo1ce, S0 to speak or a pro- hj;j
';gress1ve to be in th1s ‘race, because 1t wou]d affect the general
- southern. strategy and the D1x1ecrat movement L thlnk that was

11 probably one of the factors that got Mr. Johnson to make the f1na1 B

dec1S1on' that year, that yes, he wou]d run.

The s1tuat1en was d1fferent from 1941 In 1941 he cou]d go back to

. being congressman. ,In 1948 he.takes‘all the(marb]es or he losesbi,f"

' them all. e U T o
fThat*s exactly r1ght. So thaf wes the big'decision 'Nou1d we'do‘“tr“

'1t? And the fact that he felt that the Democrat1c Party, as

.he thought the Democrat1c Party shoqu be estab115hed, needed 3:

vofce;'needed‘someone to at Teast give the voters the right to‘make ;fi

16
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. a ch01ce,vI think: ‘that realty was the ma1n th1ng that gct h1m 1nto a

. seven years before. The war years had 1ntervened A 10t of peop1e

A]so, had he not run in 1948«and Coke had been elected then Q o
M. Jehnson s chances of gett1ng 1n the Senate would have been o
practtcally removed He had to dec1de d1d he want to make the move

or not and we f1na11y decided to do’ 1t. -

| There would have been four years to ancther senator1a1 e}ect1on and

at that t1me he d1dn t know but what Tom Conna11y wou]d go on fﬁ

 forever.

That s mght° 'So~he had to pretty much éay,iﬁl'm,gaing'to Stay’a.h”~7‘

icongressman, or I'M take my chance at the Senate and make 1t or jf

)

"not Y So that s what he did.

An 1nterest1ng part of that campa1gn was that Mr Johnson had

been congressman.' He had made one statew1de race, that was 1941

~wou1d now ask, k"who 15 Lyndon Jchnson?" The quest1on was, 1f

o we were go1ng to tackle Coke at such great cddsu-Coke, and George

' Peddy from Houston was the other cand1date~~then we had to come up w1th

someth1ng that wou)d be new and d1fferent and would catch the people'’ s

7 attention. - Because 1f he was goxng to be the voice of the New Hor1zons Iy

er'the New Dea1 he had to come forth wvth someth1ng that would show that eyl )

- he had that attractxveness we ta]ked about a 1ot of d1fferent g1mm1cks

The one that f1na11y was settled on though has turned out to

‘v.v;be almost a 1egend w1th1n the state, and that was’ "the use of the 5

helicapter Some of us thought we ought to have a trwa] bomb run

between Texarkana and E1 Paso and to show by the speed of flaght -

517
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to show how fast the t1mes were chang1ng, and that we had to get L

away from the o]d p10dd1ng, conservatxve type that Coke wou]d offer

",That theme d1dn t preva11 But we’ fxna]1y d1d agree on: the he11copter

I m not -sure who rea]]y trotted out the he]lcopter 1dea, because ;

"5fﬁthe he]xcopter vas bas1ca11y new. 1 th1nk it was John Connally I |

’:“kwas used some in wor]d War II, but not a great dea1 A 1ot of peop]e ‘?‘
: d1dn t consxder them ‘safe. ~Andlby our standards today, tney~weren t-

‘tﬂsafe then. It 'S a wonder that a 1ot more of them didn't crash.

But we flna]Ty got hold of a fellow in Fort worth who had f]own

',‘f_some of the boys--I th1nk he was al fr1end of Narren WOodward s--a -
~'fe11ow by - the name of Joe Mashman. Joe was a he]tcopter px]ot, and
~d, a good one. The Pre51dent had canf1dence in h1m, and we got him to £  ,:4

© come forward

The President thought that the danger was outwemghed by the showman- -
sh1p? - |

.~'V:Ne]1 Mashman wou]d te]1 the Pres?dent, "We won't f]y h1gh and iF

o we have to come down we 11 Just settTe down in a corn\patch, ande'i

L dlt's all rtght.“ But the Preszdent a]so saw, as all of us d1d, o

e that th1s wou]d get a 1ot of attent1on And a]] over the state in. -

1948, that ]1tt1e hellcopter wou1d come in to e1tner the courthouse :“A
_square or into the 1ot ad301n1ng the courthouse square or the 1oca1 |
‘foothall field. B | 3

" How many could ride in‘it?;n;e»n o

: '750n]y‘two or threa-¥a'veryAﬁmaTTvChopﬁef?

: ‘ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT - Coe o k ; More on LBJ Library.oral hlstorles
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'that those two c1t1es cou1d be bombed, or that we cou]d travel them, SN
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L presume Mrs. Johnson worrled ]1ke a proper w1fe

:' - Oh, yes and wou1dn t r1de in 1t and d1dn t want to be 1nvo1ved in

9the size. Maybe the wr1ters, Paul Bo]ton or Roy wade or somebooy,o

.? would go w1th h1m 1n it. But 1t was a very sma1] hel1copter by our

i Astandards The he11copter com1ng in to the 11tt]e town, we'l] say,k,

. of Brenham, c1rc11ng the square, with a 1oudspeaker com1ng from the

‘fpeople out If 1t dldn t br1ng them out everybody in. that communnty - .f

»c1ouds you know, “Come to F1reman Park " which is onTy two blocks off‘r

the square, "and hear "Senator" LYndon Johnson." That wou]d bring the' "

- and that county knew that_Lyndon Johnson came in on a helicopter. |

‘ }“TheYVWOuId talk about that, and they'd 13U§h about‘it,\and they'd .

"giqgie When Johnson wouId come 1n and he'd circle the field around

" he'd come out and says “He]lo th1s 15 Lyndon Johnson - I'N be down

A 1*h you 1n just a m1nute.

’maklng hIS cwrcle comlng ri ht down on the crowd “and Just before 1t

‘{would sett1e he d open the door of the. he11copter and throw h1s f

Stetson hat out to the audience!- Here was the big Texas Stetson cow— R

. boy-nat being~thrown,to the crowd from the he]icoptef Of course we .

e aides>a1way$ had instructions. Somebody was posted and the moment

léthat‘hat came f]ying‘out of:the he11copter,Awe ran over and got It,;'n

~and had to'pick it up quitk“to-use:it aga?n <Everybody thought ne‘

was g1v1ng his hat to the crowd but we a]ways had to retrieve it.

fIt wasn't always easy, usual]y a kid would pick it up, and fe1t 1t
 was his. Ne had to wrass}e wwth a few to get 1t back' ’ |

,Throwlng h1s hat 1n the r1ng

&d to be w1th you."‘ And just as he was .

19
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P It was a heck of a prob]em keep1ng that he11copter mov1n9, because
‘ ‘you had. to have special fue1 - You had to have a truck go1ng 1n .
' advance., Now, that sounds pretty good If you re Just go1ng from |

: A to B and you had the stage all set that wou]d be fine. But when t},

‘ 15 you go from A to B, to C to D, to E to F, all over ‘the state qu1ck

L ]1ke, it takes a fast m0v1ng crew mov1ng 1n advance of the he]zcopter.;  A.

'we have stor1es ga]ore about the men who ‘were trying to break the }"" -
speed of sound in an automob;]e to keep ahead of the he]loopter

And nobody saw’ that except the men who were workwng on 1t, and died

"~a thousand deaths and worr1ed t111 1ate every n1ght of how they were‘

‘ fgo1ng to get that fue1 for that truck, or another truck to meet him ;
on t1me at Grand SaTlne or at Canton or wherever it might be.

AT k1nds of r1sks were 1nvo1ved in that he11copter. oI remember&}
Athat he was com1ng in. to 1and at New London one time. TheAWind Was =
b10w1ng, and he was supposed to set down r1ght a]ongs1de the monument’

"~ that was erected 1n memory of these boys and girls who were k111ed at -
thgt b1g gas epros1on over there. The w1nd blew the he11copter down o
:so close that actuaT]y the blade n1cked e1ther that monument or a.
: ‘part of the schoo? bu11d1ng, Just really nicked 1t th1n And he‘ :
bounced up 1n that a1r from that Tittle n1ck—~1t was that c]ose-—and
. was able to pu11 back, c1rc1e around, came down and ]anded N W
that was just one of the types of near m1sses that we had w1th that
-he1lcopter. The crowd would “oohh" and "ahhh" and then 1augh and. N
‘Say,.$O]deyndon,reeI}y-put it downs d1dn t he?” Butllt was a topic
of conyersation.\ Every campaign needs one,‘and'thet»wee the .one N

~ when-Lyndon Johnson would drop in out of the cloud with his helicopter.

.20
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F: Ebid you-‘héve‘anyifthst~claés snéfus or7dfd mOSt;ijitzget doneé :
 1P:,: Mostkéf‘itkgot donev We didn' t have any crashes Nekhad'tbiééf“*
“.the plane. down a txme or two for repalrs, but there was no acc1dent
'V; Nh11e that was. go1ng on, of course, we had the old standbys back at
hékthe old Hancock Bu1ld1ng, The Hancock home was on. the corner of
‘Bth and Co]orado, or 8th and--\'k |
“F: ‘h‘Bth and Brazos., (,» S | _ Fa
o _P:“;VNo. 8th and Lavaca»-go1ng north, north and south, where 2 park1ng
‘k-lot is now, catercorner across from the Federa] Bu11d1ng, the U S.
,:Courthouse.. It was an o]d ‘two- story home.; In 1ts heyday the Hancock E,' =
fam11y, for wh1ch they named the Hancock Theater;: had a Tovely home,‘r"'A
“and it actua]]y set up on a k1nd of mound five or six feet h1gh It -
| made an 1mp031ng Slght But it was an o]d colonial home, w1th a broad
| porchw-a1most around the who?e house. -We took 1t over and that was
‘-k'where our headquarters took place in that campa1gn .“'fo“ |
“AaE:;,-;It must have been San Jac1nto then?- o '
P:_‘ No, - 1t s west You come up Bth Street, go1ng west, and then the e
' City Hall and then the U.S: Courthouse. ’. o ‘ R
: 'h‘Oh the U. S Courthouse 1 was th1nk1ng of the new - Federal Bu11d1ng. »!k

It was on the southwest corner where the park1ng 1ot ex1sts now.‘“ﬁ}‘

Or Lavaca

F

P

F: That must be Nueces
F - Yes, . Lavaca.k There s uhere 1t was.‘k
P

P: ‘yTha fouse 1s torn down now we had back there the o]d standbys

j John Connally was overa]] strategy and the 1mmed1ate contact between

22l
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:sthe Pres1dent and the campa1gn workers, both at headquarters and

~-men in the field. Mr. C]aude W11d was more or 1ess the adm1n1strator.neA-

‘fC1aude wanted to operate the campa1gn from e1ght in the morn1ng unt1] N

: ,f1ve in the afternoon. That was the hours that he 11ked John Con-"

f‘na11y wanted to operate from about e3even 0 c]ock in the morn1ng

. unt11 about twe1ve at nlght Both of them shou1d have been mak1nghdyl‘

‘r.7301nt dec1s1ons 50 we could move fbrward And durwng the pr1mary,

we had Tots of problems unsolved because we cou1dn t get those two

,‘men work1ng together in un1ty.” There was a 11tt1e-fr1ctxon there,

- ',<and the hours and the type of out]ook and the method of operat1on

‘were 50 d1fferent one from the other, that 1t made it a 1ittle d1f~

_a problem. After the’primary, George Peddy was eliminated, but Coke

f1cu]t forfus in headquarters to'get‘th1ngs done.‘ And this got‘torbe"

Tacked on]y about 1 per cent or 11/2 per cent, of havxng the ;'

maaor1ty vote

:7 You JUSt barely made a runoff

Just bare1y So we thought at that t1me, "Shou]d we go ahead on 1t?"_1

t ;And of course the decision. was 1mmed1ate1y that we wou]d go ahead on no

'to do at all times, 1t‘seems to me, and he ‘does it that way.

it

: "Let me ask you-one thing about persona1 re]ationships I‘ve known‘

C]aude W11d the ]ast dozen or f1fteen years and he doesn t str1ke

"ﬂ me as a type that Lyndon Johnson or the Good Lord h1mse3f coqu move
~any other direction than CTaude wants to go. was he that way as
‘;far back as 19487 |

| 'weT] he has a?ways been a. sort of a def1n1te person

T mean, I have great adm1ratwon for h1m, but he knows what he wants

2
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s ToVan?extent' 'He ddesiknow'What'he wents'to do. He dees make~his‘

;“appra1sa1 But then 1f the cand1date says, "Nc we' re go1ng tc do

’Vth1s," he wou]d enter 1nto 1t and. say;."well he has dec1ded now.
'tLet s go " So C]aude is not a-- | o
AC1aude wou]d be- the cand1date s man then."ffﬁ:' o i
:: T;Once the dec1s1onnwasfmade. Now, you could almost guess h1s Judg-’

'ment on 1t. But Claude has the knack of be1ng abTe to 1ook at both .~ @ -

':s1des, ana?yze how a partlcular move wou]d affect the other s1de,

ejth1s is what they w111 say or can say. " We could xeep ourselves R

 out of p1tfalls by JUSt him try1ng to reason: out what he thought . ;gf'n"

nwou]d be the best approach

Now he was‘from the o?dischodlyter That is, he had come up under

‘the J1mmy ATTred days and ear11er state eTect1ons, and he. was st111

~doing campa1gn as we would have had. Claude Wild wou]dn t have gone o

“.Vto this - he11copter bus1ness, 1 don t 1mag1ne at all. I can 't |

‘ remember but I just know that he’ wouldn t have been for that But: 3
-he d1d have the ab111ty to k1nd of reason out and keep us on: a steady

‘course. You know, you 1ose campa1gns more than you w1n them The

, m1stakes you make, the fool1sh errors and b]unders that you make by

what you put out in a press release or what you put in an ad or what

Cis said on a street corner--that can hurt you more than aT] the organlza- '

: /tlona} work that goes on. Now, Mr. led could be an organ1zat1ona1

man, but he was one who could ant3c1pate what was go1ng to be

said and what coqu you say that would keep you from gett1no 1nto ’

/

o3

and what the1r answer would be He could say, “Now, 1f we say th1s, S
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o trddb]e This was N11d's b1g contr1but1on. I
':Tf Fﬁ v“‘I presume then to a certa1n extent that wh11e you weren’t sat1sf1ed
| 'ﬁw1th the pr1mary, that your one goal ‘had. been to make the runoff ,_1~*
in th1s, and that you had achieved. o | |
‘,d ?ie'  Well, we wanted a runoff but we wanted 1t by a better vote Had
| | »?we been w1th1n--“‘ o | I
V ;F: : 1Th1rty or forty thousand7 _ )
;"P}” Yes ‘that would have been a 1ot better than ‘the seventy—e1ght to |
A ,dn1nety thousand whatever 1t was, ‘because that was so 1mp051ng
,One, we knew that the tide k1nd of goes w1th the man that ]ooks ]1ke
,]he s go1ng to W1n | SecondTy, there is a drop-off usua?]y of :
1nterest frcm the pr1mary to the runoff Some peop]e say,’”We]l
A,:]; d';°V 1 voted and he has _got 1t won,“ or "The other guy is go1ng to 1ose "-x'd‘
So that hurt us and was a concern for us. _ . f B
But we had this same old bunch Mar1etta Brooks and Ju11a Bryson
. down runn1ng the off1ce' we had Charl1e Herr1ng, Tater our state
:'senator, and Don Thomas, he1p1ng on th1s he11copter Sam P1y1er -
V‘f‘ and Dorothy P1y1er N1111e Day Taylor, Mack DeGeurwn were a]] 1nv01ved
| , Now my part in thae campa1gn‘was more 11m1ted to tne Tenth
! District in CentraT.Texas‘tnenkifvwas'onaIStatewide besis;vil | }iwf
‘d'“pee]ed Off frdm my egency to work Specifi¢a11yeon'the éampaign;l] .
f but w1th the understandlng that I would be more 11m1ted 1n this
L dcampa1gn, because I had not onTy set up a new agency, Jc1ned them,,f’: o
‘.but my wlfe had had a cancer operatxon and was not well at a11, and

I had to stay closer to home So my understandwng was that I

24,
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more or Iess wou]d stay 1n the. Central Texas area, and I dld

But we put 1n 2 good strong campa1gn in that Central Texas area, S

, and we won by such heavy votes in that area that I ve often thought

that even though there was a Tot of conversat1on about the e1ghty—

seven votes down 1n Duval County, or J1m Wells County, that the

heavy vote~we'got in some of my Centra1-Texas counties compensated j? o

for a Tot of places where in the west Texas area, they were. hav1ng
a conservat1ve vote.A They ta1k about Duva1 County " The 11tt1e 01d o

ctty of Granger used to . give us a vote of about forty or fifty to

‘ one;. I ve often wondered why they didn' t 1nvest1gate Granger 1nstead’1t

o of just Duval County, because the votes there were JUSt as heavy,

those people had been just as ]oya] as they were 1n the other sections.

But this 1948 campa1gn was a hot hard b1tter race. well--after‘g" ’

the pr1mahy Coke Stevenson dec1ded to come to Nash1ngton, and I th1nk
that was his undo1ng ’ | | | : .

That's where he 1ost, demonstrat1ng what you sa1d awhl]e ago.

He rea]?y made a big error. Had he not gotten h1mse1f 1nvo1ved in
Nashnngton~-here agawn, you Tose 1t you don t w1n 1t He had 1t won,"
but he ‘came up here to’ take a. "course," e qu1ck1e course on forergn
affa1rs He wanted to come over and tatk to some of the Senate
Fore1gn Relat1ons Commlttee and understand a 11tt1e better the Un1ted
States 1nvolvement 1n 1nternat10na1 affa1rs.,~ |

~ You'd been chlpplng away on him as be1ng too Ioca1 “in his 1nterests? R

Yes. A]l at once, here he's going tovcome up and become,an_expert

25
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, overnight in fbreign affairs And nhen he came to»washington, he

came out of the bush 1eagues to the major leagues and the reporters

were wa1t1ng for hlm. Mr Johnson and his frlends, i.e. reporters

Tike Drew. Pearson, had ‘the- stage set for a 11ve1y recept1on ' Between o

statements that Coke wou]d make ‘about how he wou]d handle an’ 1nter- o

'nat1ona1 s1tuat10n and deny1ng thet he was up here to try to e1ther

<;g1ve 1nstruct1ons, or assum1ng that he had a1ready been e]ected and

Adany1ng ‘that, you know, Coke was on the defens1ve.. _'A"

He had wath him a young man, Bob Murphy, Robert Murphy, who L

~ later was a district attorney at Nacogdoches in East Texas, a -

| wltty, deTlghtfuT fe]]ow, but Bob was rather. free on h1s comments

They quoted Bob quwte often in the papers here and the answers had
a southwestern or a country tone to them. 1' ve forgotten Just what

all the answers were, but between Bob and Coke the whole state began

- to ;augh that Coke Just already had "appo1nted“ h1mse1f as being - s

‘e1ected And he had a]ready come to Wash1ngton to see how h1s seat b

w111 fee1 and where he' ' s1t, and he was Just go1ng to take for I

‘f‘granted the peop1e oF Texas ' Coke made some statements here and

50 d1d’Morphy that got\hwm in real troub]e. ,From that po1nt on, he

was on the defensive. Coke never did rea]iy answer his position on" -
Taft Hart]ey Through Mr. Johnson was supposed to have been a 11bera1 L
and a dew Dealer, he still had said that he was agaxnst the repeal of
t14-B that 15, he wanted to keep the r1ght-to—work Iaws on the books
Coke never woqu reai}y take a stand on 1t H1s refusa1 to ‘be “forth—‘
r1ght" made h1m appear unsure and vac111at1ng. E1ther way, Coke tooked
;o\unsure, end peop1e back home began to quest1on h]S qua]1f1cat1ons on

'@“the national scene.

26
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'Johnson S vote on th1s had den1ed him labor s off1c1a1 support \Did,’
- you get the fee11ng he got unoff1c1al support from 1abor? 7 o
‘I~th1nk he got unoff1c1a1 support, yes. - But in some quarters, he -

f«-d1dn t Aiways th1s has been k1nd of an 1nterest1ng th1ng Johnson

has never had a hundred per cent support of ]abor, though the con~ -

;servat1ve wants to say, “Oh he has got’ 1abor " Some of the 1abor :
A leaders have never been real]y for him very much, and some of them
- :openIy opposed to h1m ‘And’ 1t goes back to th1s pos1t1on he took
;Vear1y in h1s congress1ona1 l1fe, that he was for the r1ght—to-work

S e. aga1nst the repeal of 13- B

~ Now. Coke, as I recaTl 1t never would really state how he wou]d

l
‘vote. He took the pos1t1on and w1th some understand1ng, that this fj» '~ _~!
L o

was a nat1ona] matter. It~wasn t avstate pr0p051t1on | He\needn‘t

- W

- express himself on it But he never would come out on 1t and

“Johnson JUSt kept hammer1ng, hammerlng him: over Th1s is one of the o

th1ngs reporters se1zed on here. It Just focused attent1on on the

fact that Coke wouldn t g1ve an answer, that he wou1dn t do anyth1ng

fbut smoke h1s pipe. Johnson kept say1ng, "You ve.got to have some-
e body who will be w1111ng to speak for Texas not Just sit back and
.smoke h1$ p1pe ‘and do noth1ng.“ But anyway, that. was, I th1nk a
' 'oturn1ng po1nt in the campa1gn. | |

 In some instances I think the opponent even though he has been a h"

former governor of a state, cou1d have come 1nto Mash1ngton for a

~ briefing and gotten it and gone back home, and no one would have f

-paid him any attention. ‘In a sense, did you fee1”that Congressmanf‘d'

27
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efdohnson had pr1med the peop]e for the arr1va1 of. Coke Stevenson7
- Not only pr1med ! wou]d say he had br1efed them thorough]y Mr.,dohnson '
'nhad been here in Nash1nqton for severa] years.u He- had many friends who .-
 were w1111ng to help hlm, or at least try to g1Ve him a reasonab]e <j‘
:aSSTSt and were w1111ng to counsel w1th h1m and talk to hzs friends |
V‘fand otherseabout questlons to ask—-the thjngs that wou]degzve them‘.'
'no’briefingoon this man’Coke Stevenson:whon_they‘had'neyer'heard of‘e“
]'and neVer‘seen.» fhey therefore welcomed the,ehonce. Soithere'é no ;;
'eueétion‘bUt what Mr. Johnson was behind'the soenes on a'1ot'of |

, these things. It bo11ed down to the reporters actual]y asklng and

; p0pp1ng the quest1ons

But had he not really set them up, Coke cou]d have come 1n, -

| made his Tittle appearance within a day or two gone on back and

all he cou]d have said was, “Yes I went up to Wash1ngton checked -

Aw1th them, and just k1nd of vwsTted I talked to them." Then

' ‘?fthat ‘would have been the end of it.

E But 1nstead Johnson made a state 1ssue of h]S vas1t up here. L

And- you'1l f1nd by and large tnat when a-man is 1n an. elect1on ﬁ‘? S
- and he w1ns a pr1mary, "he doeen t Jump out and start actlng 11ke

t'he s already elected ’ Nhen he does, that's when the peop]e say,

| »“You re taking me. for granted " That 's in a sense what Coke

| would do

But- the e]ectxon was tense and c]ose, the closest race we ve

ever had Nhen we f1na11y got the old e1ghty-seven vote v1ctory

eand Coke or h1s peop]e were sayzng that the votes were actually

oy

N
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:‘sto1en down in e1ther Duva] or d1m Wells Count1es-—Box 13, J1m

~we1.s County, and some of. those votes d1d come 1n ]ate Just

: ‘ 11ke the votes had come in 1ate in the 1941 campa1gn when 1n

East Texas sect1ons the trend a]most reversed 1tse1f for a twent5e Vf,“

} four—hour period-~the votes that were go1ng on a three—to»two

d:,baSIS wentre1ght -to- one. I've often wondered what a]] was 1nvo]ved

‘ hzfn it -1 was not down in any of those count1es, $0 I don' t know.

:d 1 rather get the fee]1ng that somet1mes those rural boys cou]d show .

A fyou b1g city boys someth1ng about hand1ing votes

rYes, they re re]1eved from the spotlight, and I suppose couid do o

' ; that. You know, people who play the polztxcai game know that these

things probably.have happened The eTect1on Judges take a few 11ber—\

‘ties here and'there.. 1 think this is very much of a rar1ty, though

Pract1ca11y no elect1on is- ever changed when the votes are cast and
the votes are counted. I,ve got a greatvf331]ng of 1ntegr1ty Of‘y’if :

election judges'and Officiais through the state. Here andlthere,

' &ou'Tl have exanpies of somebody taking advantage ‘ Ne‘a11rknow that._ .

: But I don t suppose that any more advantage 1s taken in one sect1on -

than in the other.

Th1s, though was a o1os1ng race, tense, chang1ng at the 1atest

hour, so of course everybody was full of accusatwons at that time.

Mr Johnson pownted out that 1n Cors1cana and other p1aces, we wou}d

. gain and lose votes; that 1s, he was getting beaten out of votes he

'f would say So both s1des were 1n a propos1t1on of c1a1m1ng that 1f

' 'ethere was any m1scount1ng be1ng against me-- '
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"That was a prob]em down at Brownwood, too, as I recal]
~And Brownwocd And when it was all over w1th Mr Johnson had on]y '

B an e1ghty—seven vote 1ead That 1s a m1ghty ha1ry d1fference.. It s -

~—

‘,not .even-a fraction of a percentage* 1t s gust so c]ose
: That's not a goed 1ead even 1n a Just1ce of the peace elect1on.' V,L L
' vNo, that s. r1ght ' " | e B | | o
'Did he s1t easy and take h1s congratu]at1cns or was he rea]]y qu1te
TA tense over the resu]t and felt that it might be‘den1ed? ' o
: He‘Was careful in wﬁat he safd : Hé‘just said he wanted to pkotect ’
t'every hex and see that none of them were destroyed and that h1s

kvotes were counted the.same as,the other man. We 1mmed1ate1y began

to ca11;on the courts to protect the boxes and the votes that were .

Cast4to be certain that they weren't changed‘ <Thelo£her‘side Was o

"asking for the same thing. They were involved in.a ser1es of 1ega1
',maneuvers through the federa] courts that lasted for weeks and weeksf"j
- before it was. f1na11y settled, each one appea]mng r1ght on up. And o

‘Coke s people appea]ed 1t r1ght on up to the time. Mr.’Johnson waTked'f 

out on the &n]ted States Senate f]aor * But when he was sworn in, ofi[u

:course, then 1t was a moot quest1on. Here agaln, 3ust an examp]e

: :that elect1ons very seldom, if ever, change from the twme those

votes are put ina box and counted Rretty much, that‘s it R

4-Why was Box 13 s1ng]ed out7i 7

\It came in at a late hour w1th a 1arge number of votes, s0 automat1—‘: |

"b;cally they sa1d that there was somethwng wrong, someth1ng crooked

'?about 1t..'>‘-
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D1d George Parr make a pract1ce of Just honlng back the votes and

“_then turn}ng them in late?

a to -vote, Mr. George°“ And they wou1d get together w1th the1r “groups

- lcouldnmtybe." But I can tel] you that it can be Everybody:knows

T dan t remember that 1t was a practICe part1cu1ar1y, but in those : A |
'days voters down through that area voted extremeTy heavy one way. ; o
‘I~guess that Mr» Parr and his’ fr1ends and the organ1zat1on there

~usually pa1d for a great deal of the, po11 taxes. And those men~-a i

Tot of them Mex1can~~were W1111ng to say to hlm,d“How do you want us o

~have been marked for them and have a'samp]e'exhibit ‘They know by

’Somﬂt1mes. T don t remember that 1t was a practlce. -

I haven t seen. h1m yet

and they‘d talk it over and decnde who they were going to support,‘

we'll say in this case'Lyndon Johnson.w Thenfndbody questioned it,_; -

‘hevahybody Just sa1d that was 1t So‘they would. sey, "Herevcames a -

‘vote of four thousand to one hundred and f1fty " They d say, "That

eXactly whom they're supposed to vote for. ‘They ve got ballots that

wcrd of mouth who]they re supposed to vote for, and there s not even

N any quest1on about it. I ve seen that for years and years take place

~ down .there where they d come in wwth heavy votes. j_ -

Now normaT]y, thcse votes would be subm1tted and everybcdy wou]d

‘ k1nd of 1augh about it and say, "Well, that s old George s k1ngdom of

Duva\-—the Duke of DuvaT " It was sort of a 1augh1ng matter But 1n
this partlcu1ar case, thls was a real close e]ect1on The balldts

came in late, and there was the 1nev1tab1e that they wou]d say,
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“They re stuff1ng the ba1lot box down there " Anywey,'eightyQSeven_i

V‘—votes stood up-

-oor w1tnessed was at ‘the State Democrat1c Convent1on in September, 1948,

I th1nk, Joe, the most dramat1c moment I ve ever part1c1pated 1n .

7;when tne State Democratlc Execut1ve Comm1ttee met in Fort WOrth to .

ircanvass the vote wh1ch wou]d be the off1c1a1 tabu]at1on who won and

~ who didn't. You can be sure that tnose votes--every county had been v

counted and recounted and added and reeadded a thousand t1mes by both

eo‘s1des. But you nad to come to a vote that you moved that Lyndon

AvJohnson be -declared the nominee for the United States Senate., The

- his fn1ends on the comm1ttee Now, an adverse ru11ng by the Democrat1c :

Democratic committee was split close as can be, just almost as close

as'the election between Coke supporters and Johnson supporters You

fremember Coke had been the governor, and a great many of those peop]e ;“‘

P

had been put on the state committee by Coke and h]S fr1ends so he had p

comm1ttee would have said that off1c1a11y the party sa1d that the .
vote should be reversed. R

The SDEC 11stened to a]I the arguments, and f1na1]y they began

e_to call the~roil. I believe Vann Kennedy of Corpus Christi was the

'f}secretary of the convention'then. And they went down each person ‘s

name. The'first five'or'ten were for Johnson, Coke, Johnson, Coke

| 'Then Coke had a run from about the alphabet to G or H, in that area.,

~the tide began to change. And the tens1on in that room was so sharp '1‘ f

CPICKLE —- IT —- 32

On through the midd]e of the alphabet, he had about ten stra1ght votes.&,?'

It 1ooked Tike Johnson haduno chance to get that cert1f1cat1on. Then '

,thatyanything could haveoexploded;1t. I was 1ean1ng up agaxnst a-

3y
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»p111ar in the back 11sten1ng and try1ng to make tabulatxon on my

| f;sheet--and keep1ng tab on my own heart'
N Were the cand1dates there? |

i1 do not th1nk the cand1dates were there 1n the room at the t1me

7e They'were 1p,the.hote1, the HoteTITexas, I believe it was.,,I‘wasi'.*

thy?ng'tO‘wrfte my tabuTatioh down and I~think‘i'm kind;of‘expet-“'

- ienced in these thwngs, but my 01d heart was pound1ng SO much that

I could hardTy write as these tabuTatlons would come. in, because I

hknew what was‘1nv01ved F1na1]y, we got to where 1t was a t1e vote.

‘And WE pulled baek'up But one or two peop]e hadn t voteé., ‘And he R

- said, "The c1erk w111 read the names of those who d1dn t respond.ﬂ: ‘3h

were. F1na1]y, as the 1ast name was be1ng ca]Ted and Just before

He ca]]ed one or two names, and we couldn’ t find out where they

he brought down the gave?, a noise was heard in ‘the back and some~

body sa]d "Let me through, Tet me through " F1na11y someone pushed

"Charlle G1bson of Amarzl]o through the ‘audience. And Char11e veted _

said, “I say I vote aye: for Johnson " And when he d1d that that

broke the t1e, twenty n1ne to twenty e1ght or whatever 1t was at

. that p01nt, and gave the one vote marg1n ‘ Vann Kennedy brought the‘ o

: gave? down and sawd "Mp. Johnson is cert1f1ed as’ the nom1nee

',‘ That was as c1ose as the election, - wasn 't it?" o

~The crowd burst into a cheer, and the oppositwon was ho]1er1ng,

"No no'" It was so tense and 0 cr1t1ca1 every second that I ve t '

"-often thought ‘that that was perhaps the most dramatlc moment 1n

Texas politics I've ever W1tnessed. The cert1f1cat1on of Mr Johnson ;
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’ befdre1the'S£ate‘Democrét%c Committée‘in'Foft;Nokth' *Qé]T' hé'LV
| "was cert1f1ed and- the courts uphe]d qt, and. he became the senator..
-And at that p01nt he was enter1ng 1nto a new stage a new  ‘
 area of Texas pO]1t]CS and on h1s way to. greater th1ngs k
?fF;- ~ You d1dn t know at that meet1ng that day that you were see1ng the |
“ k  pres1dent be1ng born, d1d you7 B \ ' A
. P: , ,Oh not at all. o N N |
o {,‘s But I think that'is,cguéia1 at-ﬁhié“méﬁeﬁﬁ.
P That’ s'right'v | | ,  o ' B | |
: ;' If he'd m1ssed that, rea]!y he wou]d neVer have made 1t.:'

F
p
F
~-P: . That 15 r1ght That was the mak1ng of the presxdent. o
| F This is a good;stoppmng;p]aceﬂfor you, 1sn 't itr
P

: Yes. -

[End of Tape 1 of 1 and Interview IIJ
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LegaT Agreement Perta1n1ng to the 0ra1 H1story Interv1ews of J. J P1ck1e

, :In accordance w1th the prov1swons of Chapter 21 of T1t1e 44 Un1ted States Code
~and subject to the terms and conditions hereinafter set: forth I,.d. J. Pickle of
. Austin, Texas do hereby give, donate and convey to.the United States of America. a]]

j" . interviews conducted on May 31, 1970 in Austin, Texas, on June 17, 1970 in

omy r1ghts, title and interest in the tape recordings and- transcripts of personaT s

N

- Washington, D.C., on March 1, 1971 in Wash1ngton, D.C., on August 25, 1971 in Aust1n o

. Texas, on March 2, 1972 in Mash1ngton, D.C., and on August 17, 1972 in. Washxngton,
... c » and prepared for depos1t in the Lyndon Ba1nes Johnson L1brany..ﬂvu R

This ass1gnment 1s3sqbqect to the follpw1ng.terms and cond1t1on3'.”

'(1)" Thé‘transcfipts shall be available for use bv researchers as
s-soon as uhey have bnen depas1ted 1n the. Lywdon Ba1nes Johnson L1brary. L

- (2) “The ‘tape record1ngs shall be. ava1]ab1e to those reseqrchers f 1»ﬁ5:‘
e who have access to the. transcrnpts. - ~ :

: (o) During my lifetime, I retain a11 copyr1ght in the mater1a1
‘given to the United States by the terms of this instrument. Thereafter,
-~ the copyright in both the transcripts and tape recordings shall pass to.
" the United States government. During my 1}fet1me, researchars my -

g H~1record1ngs without my . express consent in each case.

-

N Cop1es of. tha transcr1pts and tape record1ngs may be prOV1ded
- by the lerarj to resaarchers upon requast ; , , :

o (5) Copies of the transcripts and tap° record1ngs may be depos1ted
: in or 1oan=d to 1nst1buL,ons obﬁer bhan uhe/kzggsz Ba1nos Johnson L1brary_ .

 Fvchivist of the UnitadVStates

Q:JM,”,/ /?M

Ad-,Date I

publish brief “fair use” quotations from the transcripts and tapb CoE e ‘
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