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Congressman Pickle's office, Cannon Building, Washington, D.C.

Es Jake, where were you at the time of the assassination? What had

you been doing to set up the trip?

P Like most Americans, I can remember that moment very vividly.

F: There are four or five times in my life that I can pick out, the

rest of it runs together, but that's one.

P: That was sure one of them. It's in the same category as Pearl

Harbor, and I would add another one--it's in the same category as

the day President Johnson announced that he wasn't going to run.

That one is burned into my hide also.

I was at my campaign headquarters trying to make arrangements

for the runoff. The assassination occurred in the special elec-

tion between the primary and the runoff. We were facing the runoff

in about three weeks from that date, between three and four.

B Between you and Dobbs?

P Yes, Jim Dobbs was my Republican opponent. It was a special

election, but he was a Republican and T was a Democrat.
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wire report or rumor. And he must have been dreading it, or was

wondering if that might have happened. It affected him so much that
he broke down emotionally and publicly cried about it, and said that
he was embarrassed that his friends might have done that. Naturally,

it affected the whole campaign because the whole nation kind of went

through a--
e People weren't really very interested in the congressional campaign.
Bs Not at all. And people also wanted to cleanse their souls. Those

who had been super righteous and so very bent on tolerating no modera-
tion realized that sometime you can develop that feeling to the point
where it's hatred. I think the whole country dropped back into a
kinder, more sympathetic self-confessing, soul-searching attitude.
And because of that, and because.President Johnson was’ from my
district and my home town, the election was over the moment that
the assassination had occurred and people realized it.
We, either side, didn't campaign really for about a weék, and

then the next two or three weeks we formally renewed and went.ahead.
But it was a foregone conclusion, I felt, and I think everybody in
the district felt that that was the case. So that was the part of
the assassination.

F: Did the President advise with you at all on your campaign, or was
he too much occupied back in Washington?

P: An odd thing is that after the President had been sworn in and he

had made his speech to the Congress, for the two or three weeks
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before the runoff election quite often in Austin I would receive
phone calls from the President. He would talk maybe twenty or
thirty minutes about the campaign and about things in general.
He wanted to do and offered to do anything that I wanted. He
wanted to help.  I've often thought what an odd thing in the sense
it was that here I was, running for a congressional seat, and here
was the President of the United States from the White House calling
me two and three times during the week to talk for thirty or forty-
five minutes about the campaign and about things in general.

F: Did you get the feeling--you and I both are two-bit psychologists--
that this was a sort of rest period for him when he talked with you?

B: I don't think it was a rest period at all. I don't think that he
really had in his own mind his sense of direction, that is, exactly
how and what he was to do. He didn't have his campaign one, two,
three, four, lined up as he wanted. !eantime, he felt, I assume,
that here he was, president of the United States, he was in a sense
the most powerful man in the world, and he wanted to do something.
He didn't know what to do except just talk and visit. I think
also in his mind was the realization that this was the first
congressional race in the United States since he became president,
and he wanted to be sure that this one was won by a
Democrat and certainly someone who was friendly to him. I'm
sure that entered into it.

Fz I'm sure that nothing would have been much more of a slap than for

his old home district to have turned him down.
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P: That's right. It was important to him. It was important nationally
because it was the first congressman to be elected after the
assassination. So he was interested in that. But I think also,
on a personal basis, he just wanted me to know that he was thinking
about me. And it seems such an odd thing that here I would be
getting calls from the President of the United States, talking at
length about a Tot of things, his own problems, his own comments,

his own discussions during the day, and things of that sort.

B Had you been on a first-name basis with him back when you worked
vwith him?
Ba Never, never, no! A lot of people would say, "Lyndon, this," and

"Lyndon, that." I don't think I ever called him Lyndon in my life.
When he was a'congressman, it was Congressman Johnson.

2 You didn't have to make that shift as some people did.

p: No. It was Congressman Johnson; it was Senator Johnson; it was, when
he was vice president, Mr. Vice President; then of course Mr. President.
T don't believe I've ever called him Lyndon in my life. I just don't
think about it. Some do, and even now like to refer to him as "Lyndon,"
but it was always the thing to do, i.e. call him Mr. Johnson. He was
such a strong personality that all of us on the staff called him Mr.
Congressman--oh, sometimes, when he was congressman, we referred to
him as "T.C.: And affectionately among our friends, that meant
"The Congressman." He was The Congressman indeed!

Well, I was elected on December 17, 1963. Within a week's

time that state machinery had been complied with, and the election
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board had met, and they had sent their certificate by wire to
Washington. I don't remember whether I mentioned this or not, but
I was--

3 We haven't gotten you in Washington.

& A1l right, I'm on the way to Washington now. I came in the night of
December 23, and ﬁad been invited to spend the night with Mr. and Mrs.
Warren Woodward, my lifelong friend from Big Spring who was then with
American Airlines here in Washington.

Fa Hhat 1s there in the water in Big Spring that turns out people like
you and Woody?

p: I guess it's more in the soil than in the water.

Fis Well, you've got more soil than water.

Pz Maybe it was a 1ittle vinegar that I got out of my dad's grocery store.

Woody had invited me to spend the night with them, and I accepted;
so my wife and I flew up. He met us at the air field. Just before ve
left Austin, we received an invitation from the President and Mrs.
Johnson to spend the night at the White House. I sent word back that
I declined and told them I appreciated it very much, that I had already
accepted another invitation. You see, I was raised up to say that if
you accepted and you say you're going, you'd go there, just like you'd
dance with them you brought to the dance.

Fa "Who brung you."

P So I said, yes, I'd go to Woody, and I de¢lined the invitation to
spend the night at the White House the first time I was going to be
in Washington, and here Mr. Johnson is president. I didn't

realize that an invitation from the President and Mrs. Johnson is
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almost 1ike a command to come. But I said.no, and the President
accepted it. I guess he just said, "Well, Pickle doesn't know the
difference." And that was the truth. I didn't.
Well, I did spend the night with Woody.

i Once in a while you can get by on ignorance.

P There was four or five inches of snow on the ground. We didn't
get to bed until about two and had to get up at six because the
Congress was still in session. The Congress was voting on a foreign
aid bill. I was sworn in at seven o'clock a.m. on December 24,
Christmas Eve.

Fs Why so early?

P Because the Congress was in session. They hadn't been able to
pass a foreign aid bill; Congress had delayed and delayed, and
President Johnson wouldn't let them go home. They were still in
session, and they'd set this last vote that morning for a vote on a
foreign aid bill. That would be my first vote. Therefore, since the
Congrass took up at seven o'clock on Christmas Eve, I had to be there
and be sworn in first.

The certificate that they had sent by Western Union was sent

to the clerk of the House and had been misplaced. They couldn't
find it. When we got to his office before seven, about six forty-
five that morning, Ralph Roberts, the clerk, was not there. We
couldn't find the certificate. Finally we went up to the Texas
delegation, Homer Thornberry, whom I was succeeding, and Wright
Patman and others said, "Let's see if we can't work this thing out."

They talked to the Teadership on both sides and they agreed
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that they would swear me in, even though they didn't officially

have this piece of paper. But it was in the newspaper and it was

done and they knew it was done, there was no contest, and they did
agree to do it. Charlie Halleck rose and said to the Speaker when the
question was raised if there were any objections to being sworn in,
"Well, Mr. President, in view cf the time of the year and in the

hope that we all will have the Christmas spirit, I would not object
that we let the gentleman from Texas be sworn in."

2 You're kind of a Christmas present to Congress, aren't you?

P: I was. I'm the only man in the history of the United States, I
guess, who has been sworn in at seven o'clock in the morning on
Christmas Eve.

The odd thing about that too is that the vote was on foreign
aid. They debated it and discussed it, and by eight o'clock though, or
approximately, they had a vote scheduled on the foreign aid bill. .
Now, mind you, that during the campaign I had made some big state-
ments that I wasn't too much in favor of foreign assistance,
but I was willing to help those countries that would help
us and cooperate with us and who had proven it. But I did not
want to go up and give money and vote appropriations to countries
that might kick us in the shin and cuss us, and who weren't
really our friends. This is the same story, the same comment, you
hear today, and after I've been here eight years that hasn't changed
but very, very little.

The question before us, though, was part of the foreign aid
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bil1l had a provision in it that would call for the sale of wheat to
Russia. And of course this was absolutely foreign to the thinking

of most Americans, that Russia, the country we were "fighting," this
Red menace, this communist country, that we would even think in terms
of trading with in any respect, was something that most members of
Congress, a lot of them, just couldn't accept no matter what! This
was the situation. Even though Canada was selling wheat to Russia in
large amounts. So were Australia and other countries of the world.
Yet we had an abundance of wheat, they had a shortage, and the question
was would we sell them wheat--for cash on the barrel head--I think for
about 40 million dollars. But it was a very bitter vote. It was part
of the bill. The Republicans--all of them--voted against selling the
wheat.

In spite of my statement back home, mindful of my district and
my friends, and mindful that LBJ was my president and that I was going
to see him again in a few minutes, when it eame time for a vote on
foreign assistance in 1963, I voted "Aye."

I remember when I got back to Austin that afternoon, I walked
down the street and some of my friends had just heard on the radio
that I.had voted for this bill. They, being conservatives, said,
"What in the world! We thought you said that you had reservations
or objections about foreign aid.” I told them I had reservations,
but I recouped in this manner: I said, "Now let me tell you.

You'll remember during the campaign I told you that I had been to
Washington, that I was familiar with Washington, I knew where the
offices were, and I knew who was in charge, and I had had some
experience, and you wouldn't have to break in a new man; that I

could go there, and the first day that I was in Washington I could
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be effective." I said, "Now, just think of this! The Congress has
been in session for a full year, has not been able to get a foreign
assistance bill passed. I got there and within an hour, we passed
the bill1." Of course, they laughed a 1ittle and chuckled and just
scratched their heads and said, "Pickle, you won't do," and walked
off. But it was ; sort of affirmative thing.

But anyway, that was my first vote. I might add one other
1ittle thing about that. It was an odd time for me, in this sense.
I had gotten there late at night, I barely got any sleep, I got
sworn in, we voted on the foreign assistance, and before the roll
call was finished, word came from tthe cloakroom that Jack Valenti,

I believe it was, wanted me to call the White House. I did. When
I walked in the cloakroom they were saying, "Congressman Pickle,
Congressman Pickle, the White House is calling you."

I got on the phone and they told me that President Johnson
wanted to know if Mrs. Pickle and I would want a ride home to Austin
within the hour. I said, "Why, yes, I think that'd be fine." He
said, "Now, you'll either come in a cab or we'll send a car for you.
It would be easier if we could send a car for you." I said, "You
don't have to send a car." I was still thinking, "My goodness!
Where am I?" But I didn't realize that it was standard procedure.
Anyway I did have a car waiting in front of the Capitol steps. We
went to the White House. I hardly got there in time to even walk in
the White House until they said it was time to get aboard the

helicopter.
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£ You had Beryl with you?

P: Oh, yes. I had Mrs. Pickle with me. We lifted off from the White
House lawn to Andrews Air Force Base, but I discovered we were on
the way, not to Austin, but to Philadelphia, where the President
had agreed to attend the funeral of his friend, the former congress-
man from Pennsy]§ania, Mr. William Green, whose son incidentally has
succeeded him here now.

I didn't know Mr. Green: I didn't know that Congressman Green
had died: I didn't know any seryvice was going to take place. I
wasn't dressed for "any funeral." And Mrs. Pickle had on a big
turquoise bluish green coat with a similarly Toud, attractive new
hat. The next thing we knew, we were flying through the air, had
landed at Philadelphia, were whisked into a car that drove us to
this big Catholic cathedral, and we were marching down the aisle,
sittins not more than five rows from the front there attending the
funaral of Congressman Green. Mrs. Pickle was so uncomfortable that
she was crying out for the good Lord to understand because she must
have looked 1ike she was going to a spring picnic rather than to a
funeral, mourning over the deceased whom we had never known.

- She was going to a swearing-in.

s Sure, but she didn't know we alsc would be going to a funeral. Then
when the service was concluded, we were put into the car and drove
back to that air field and then en route to Austin. Yet I got back
to Austin by the middle of the afternoon. So I had come to Washington,
been sworn in, voted on the wheat bill, gone to Philadelphia for a

funeral and then back to Austin before most of the pecple had picked
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up that day's paper. So I traveled pretty fast that first day.

i You could have failed to tell your daughter goodbye and she never
would have known you had gone.

P: That's right. It went fast. But it was an interesting time, an
interesting thing to remenber.

Fe What went on during those Christmas holidays? Did you get to see
the President any? I know it was an austere Christmas.

P: Yes. It was an austere Christmas, but we did get to visit with
them. We have over the years gotten together, usually on December
22, I believe it is, which is Mrs. Johnson's birthday. December
22 to the President is just 1ike another Christmas because he
worsiips the ground Mrs. Johnson walks on. And when she has a
birthday, that is the occasion of the year. So over the years we've
always gotten together, or usually have gotten together, during that
time. We did during that period.

I remerber when we landed on December 24, that afternoon,
we went immediately to the Governor's Mansion. President
Johnson wanted to pay his respects to Governor Connally,
so we all drove up to the ifansion.

ke You went to Bergstrom on this occasion.

P: We Tanded at Bergstrom and then drove from Bergstrom to the
Governor's Mansion where we got to visit and say "Howdy." The
national press of course was in the midst of us then. It was a
different day, I guess one of the first times that the President

had actually been back since the swearing-in.
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B It was the first, yes.
Ps So it was a moment for all of us to remember.

We did see them during Christmas, but there weren't any big
celebrations, and there weren't a lot of visitations or parties, so
to speak, because it was a time of some mourning.

- Did you go out to the Ranch?

P: I don't remember. Most of the time though, when we got together,
It was at the Ranch. I don't think he came in at all.

| What I wondered was, I presume between November 22 and his coming
home that technicians must have been down there transforming that.
He'd had a fair setup as vice president, but I'm sure it was nothing
compared with what it was when he was president.

14 I'm sure of that. But I don't remember now that he came into Austin.
I don't know of any parties as such that he attended.

Fs He went to a New Year's Eve party at the Forty Acres Club. He

integrated it with Andrew Hatcher. You weren't along on that?

P I don't remember, I don't believe so.
F: Well, that's another story that we won't get into here.
P It was a sort of scmber time. I've thought back on that. That was

some advent for a country boy from West Texas to have had all involvement.
F: Right, you didn't just slip into Congress.
Pz No, I sure didn't.
. Let's go back a minute because you brought up something we've

overlooked to this point. One, how big a role do you think he
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P: It was an interesting thing, Dr. Joe. They had those "Lyndon's
boy, Jakes" all over the tity. The boys were guffawing in the
drug storesand the cafesabout old "Lyndon's boy, Jake." It was a
big sport.

When President Kennedy was assassinated, it was such a shock

and indeed such a national shame on the American conscience that every-
body reacted in their own way to show how they were affected. My
opposition, the leaders of the campaign for Mr. Dobbs, who had put
up the billboards and who thought it was awfully cute, suddenly
realized it wasn't so cute because Lyndon's boy, Jake, was now
the man who was going to be congressman, succeeding the man who was
going to be president of the United States. And there was a great na-
tional mourning at that hours. They slipped out during the night, hired
a group of men, and all over the city they pulled down billboards
so that when the sun came up the next morning every Lyndon's boy,
Jake sign in Austin had disappeared.

e They were good at that. In my neighborhood in1964, mine was about
the only front yard that didn't have Goldwater signs in it. And

when I got up the next morning after the election--

s They were all picked up and gone.
Fi There wasn't a one.
P: It's just like a cat burying its stuff. You know, they really got

rid of it quick. And I can understand that, and I imagine my
people would have reacted similarly.

Back to the point, I don't think that Mr. Johnson had any
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part in John's coming back. He wished him well. I'm sure he told
him, "You've got my wishes and my prayers. I'11 help if I can.
You know I'm for you, and I love you. But if you're determined,
you go with my best wishes." And that was it. I think that was
about the whole story.

F: Let's pick up one other thing that you may have been privy to and
may not have. Any idea at all of his feeling toward Price Daniel
when Daniel decided to forsake the Senate to go home and run for
governor?

P: I rather think the President did not believe it was the right thing
for Governor Daniel. He became very fond of Price Daniel when he was
here as senator. They made a good working team. Governor Daniel was
a man of integrity and great determination to be a good public servant.
He was honorable and clean and therefore Mr. Johnson liked to work
with him and they got along fine. They were a good pair. I think
he felt that Governor Daniel would have a good future in the long
run if he'd stay in the Senate.

- He'd have had it for life, undoubtedly.

P Not only would he have had it for 1ife, he would, and as of now,
would have been a top committee chairman in the United States Senate,
one of the senior men here. Governor Daniel, though, simply had a
burning desire to go back to Austin and serve as governor. It was
sort of in his family. His wife was related to General Sam Houston,
and Governor Daniel had said always he wanted to be governor. He had

four small children and he wanted them to go to school in Texas. It
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iust preyed on him that that was what he ought to do. And all

of it developed at a time when it Tooked 1ike Senator Tom Connally

was going to have difficulty being re-elected, that he was getting up in
years and some of Senator Connally's closest friends were telling him,
"Senator, you may not make it this time." So the fact situation was
that in all 1likelihood Senator Connally would not have been re-elec-
ted, so Governor Daniel had--

Fi Plus the fact that Governor Daniel at that time had Shivers in his
past so he had weight somewhere.

P: So the question was, if you made amove at all, that would have had
to be it. It wasn't anything that Price Daniel wanted to promote
except the decision was there and he had to make it. I don't think
Mr. Johnson encouraged him to, I think he would have preferred he
stay where he was. And except for the fact though that he had this
ambition--you see, Governor Daniel had four children, all in grade
school and it was a difficult matter for him getting them in school.
He wanted them to be in Austin and grow up as Texans. This oppor-
tunity came and Price Daniel at that time had to decide if he was
going to come back or not. It wasn't something he had promoted,
but he had to make a decision on it. He went back largely because
this decision was forced on him, and he thought, "If I ever do this,
this is my time now."

F: One other [thing] while we're on that. Did you have any opportunity
to observe, first, Senator Johnson and then Vice President Johnson's
relations with Senator Yarborough?

P: I have over the years many, many times. I guess we could write a
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book about that. They've had their difficulties, personality-wise.

F They're both strong-minded men.

P: Both were strong-minded, both rather suspected the other was "fixing"
to do something to him. Both had the respect of the other as public
servants. I think Mr. Johnson probably regretted that he has had
difficulty with Senator Yarborough. But you've got to remember that
Senator Yarborough was a product of the old Democrats of Texas, the
old Tiberal wing of Tiberal-labor Democrats, and they were expected
to trouble Mr. Johnson.

F: But even there, he's not a team man, he's an individual.

P: And he wasn't a team man. He was an individual. Senator Yarborough
Just innately suspected whatever Mr. Johnson or almost anybody else
was going to do to him, because he'd been kicked around pretty good,
you'll remember, in Texas. He had run and lost and run and lost.

A 1ot of people were talking about him and almost talking in terms
of him being a "pinko" and so forth. And of course it makes a man
become very antagonistic and susceptible of anybody who comes trying
to sell him something.

F Kind of aggressively defensive.

3 Mr. Johnson, first, as senator had seniority, and he therefore
thought he ought to control patronage. Then, secondly, as vice
president, the only way he could have his hand in Texas politics is
to more or less control patronage, and I think he probably in so many
words told Senator Yarborough that he was going to control patronage.

He, as vice president, could go to President Kennedy and say, "Now,
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on Texas matters I want to have the say-so." That would normally
be given to the senator from Texas. But witha Texan there in the
White House, then you can understand why there would be this

clash. I think it was inevitable that it would come about. I
think HMr. Johnsoﬁ probably did exercise a strong hand on Senator
Yarborough, and this was a touchy thing with Ralph Yarborough
because every other senator in the United States was able to make
a recommendation or to make a veto, and he couldn't do it automati-

cally. It made him look ineffective and also frustrated him, and

his own friends who said, "Why can't you appoint me, Senator, to

this," were saying, "Senator Yarborough, you're fine, but you can't
take care of your own friends." All this entered into it. I think
it was a very natural development that neither one wanted, but it

was a factual situation.

Did Senator Johnson make any particular effort, as far as you know,
to give Senator Yarborough choice committee assignments?

I don‘t vemember, I'm sure he did. You see, Mr. Johnson's voting
record and Senator Yarborough's voting record in many respects
would parallel. I've heard Mr. Johnson say over and over again,

“I have a little trouble with Ralph, but I'11 tell you. On
matters of issues, I'd rather have him on my side than most anybody
else." He was very firm that--

We had beautiful representation in the Senate all during the
fifties.

They did. And on matters of national issues, he could depend on
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on voting records they're miles apart because he is part of the
opposition party and he's one of the more conservative Republicans.
P: Yes, but on matters of national defense, particularly in Vietnam,
Senator Tower supported the President. They really got along pretty
well. Senator Tower was invited on occasion to go back to Texas

with President Johnson on Air Force One. The relationship was

very pleasant and very friendly. On a lot of social matters,
poverty and education, Senator Tower would leave him. On a lot of
other matters, though, that affected national security, Senator
Tower supported the President. So they got along all right. There
was never any problem there.

F: I was always struck by the fact that whenever I got included in
some big affair out at the Ranch and it was a big affair, Senator
Tower was always there.

P He had been invited to the Ranch.

Of course, you know, men in those positions always take the
attitude that "If I can't get you on this vote, I want you to go
with me on the next vote." You know, you've got to always Took
down the road because if you try to make any one issue a personal
matter, or if you become embittered about an issue or a vote, then
you'11l get yourself locked into a position where it's hard to
retreat. Then next month and next year, you've painted yourself
in a corner and you've cut yourself off from your friends, and it's

not a good thing. So political leaders try not just to be hardshelled
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about it, but try to be practical, that every vote is not the big
battle, and you have to live to fight the next day.

3 I was struck by the difference in approach when they had the big
astronaut dinner, following the trip to the moon, in Los Angeles,
and Senator Cranston as a California senator, was not invited. I
didn't think Johnson would ever have done that. Certainly Cranston
was no iiixon lover, but he was still a senator from California, and
I have a feeling that Johnson just wouldn't have gone this way. He
would have had his worst enemy there if he had been the home state
senator.

P: When I say that political leaders always 1ive to fight the next day,

- you're right, that doesn't mean that they are always operating in
accordance with the Good Book. Because each knows how to wield the
knife and yet be human, each will do some kind of a mean or bitter thing
at times. That's true of everybody, so that can't be said just of
any one. It's a general rule.

Fz Okay, Tet's come back now to new Congressman Pickle. You came back
up here after the first of the year. Did you come back with the
President?

. Yes, flew back with him often.

F: That helped some on that travel budget, didn't it?

P: Yes. Incidentally, during those years it was a good shuttle bus for
me because on quick notice, he'd say, "Do you want to go to Austin?"
and I had my bag packed most of the time. It was ideal. I could
leave here and go right straight to my home. So, of course, it was

wonderful, wonderful years for me. When I first gothere, I remember one
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incident. You know, if it was a question, "How would I--"

- It made a national figure of you in a sense. You're not just one
of four hundred and thirty-five, you're from the President's home
district.

P: The members of theICOngress said then, and still say, "This is Jake
Pickle. He's the President's congressman." Of course I always
turned it around and I would say, "No, Mr. Johnson is my constituent."
I thought that sounded a Tittle better, but, you know, President
Johnson didn't always see the humor in that approach. I was known,
though, then and now, as the President's congressman, and members
liked to introduce me that way. And, really, that's sort of a plea-
sant approach. But I was here and I was from his district, and I
was expected to vote for him, so in that sense they all took me to
be Lyndon Johnson's congressman.

But it was a relationship, though, that would be difficult for
some people to understand. One, I think the President respected the
fact that I was hardheaded and that I was trying to make up my own
mind, that I wasn't going to be just his rubber stamp. In the first
place, he knew I wasn't altogether as liberal-minded on some issues
as he because we had spent a lifetime discussing these matters.

P2 Well, also, he had a national constituency and you had one which was
localized, which makes a difference.

P: Exactly, exactly. And I might say, you could compare his situation
as a congressman. When he was a congressman, he had the Tenth
District and he wasn't a national figure, and it makes a different

approach for the individual. But I think he respected that I had to
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plow my own row and tried to find my own philosophy about government
and on issues. So, very seldom did he ever insist or try to put the
arm on me on a vote. Now, I was constantly around him or Mrs. Johnson
or the members of his staff, most of whom I'd grown up with, so there
wasn't any question in my mind what he wanted and how he wanted me to
vote. I knew the édministration positions. I knew what stand they
would 1ike to see me take. But in most matters that ever came before
Congress, strangely enough, hardly ever did the White House call me
and say, "Now, the President wants you to do this, The President
appreciates your vote." They'd call me and they'd poll me like they
would any other member, say, "How do you feel about this ,* and I'd
tell them. They would accept it. In only one instance was I really
asked by one man to support a specific position of the President's,
and that was when Jack Valenti called me out of committee one morning
and reminded me that that day on the floor there'd be a vote on the
rent supplement program, and that he sure hoped I could vote for it.
I told him that I was committed the other way, and he said, "Well, this
would mean a lot to the President, and you ought to do this. He's
going to be very disappointed if you don't." And he moved in pretty
hard on me.

Well, I worried about it and worried about it, but when the
yote came up that afternoon I voted against rent supplement. I had
tried to read about it, tried to study it, I had reservations about
jt. I had already told a group in Austin whom I had been meeting

with that I'd come to the conclusion that it wasn't a good thing,
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it wasn't the best approach. And because I had made that commitment,
I didn't think that I was in a positjon to go back and change my vote.
You can understand then that when I voted that way I was Titerally
sick at heart, and for the next week I couldn't sleep too well. Every
time I voted differently from the way I knew the White House wanted me
to, particularly ff it was a crucial vote, I felt 1ike a dog. I just
would worry and fuss to myself and go home at night to my wife who
would finally say, "It's done. Forget it." But these things do affect
you. -

Most of the time, though, I had no contact with them on matters.
I was not asked. They knew that I knew what the issues were and how
they hoped I could vote. And I did try to vote for them on a lot of
these national issues that were helpful.

I remember one vote, the first major vote we had here. The
White House wasn't involved in it, but I sure was. That was the 1964
Civil Rights Act. I hadn't been in Washington a month until that bill
was presented the first week of February. It had been debated for
some time. It was the so-called Accommodations Act. It was a ques-
tion really of whether a black man could come into a cafe to eat if
he wénted something to eat, whether he could go to a hotel to sleep,
whether he could go to the rest room of a service station and use
the facilities.
I just came, incidentally, from Durham, North Carolina, yesterday
where I interviewed Terry Sanford on just that subject. They were
going to make Chapel Hi11l when he was governor the showplace for

breaking it open.
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So the request was to call, no matter what time. I said,

"Well, I believe I'11 call in the morning." They said, "They're
insistent. They've called several times." 1 said, "Well, all
right." So I went to my room and called. The operator said, "Oh,
yes, Congressman Pickle, we've been Tooking for you. I'm sure glad
you called in. Just a minute." I said, "Well, who's calling?"
She said, "The President." I said, "Don‘t wake him up." She said,
"He told us to call when you came in, it didn't matter when." So I
said, "Al11 right." She put the call through, and the President said,
"Now, Jake, I just want to tell you. I couldn't sleep tonight with-
out calling and telling you that I was proud of your vote. I know
it's the toughest vote probably you'll ever have, but you did right.
And you'll remember it, too. It was basically the thing to do. I
know how tough it would be for you. I don't think I'd have had the
courage to do it, being from Austin and from the Deep South. I just
don't think I could have done it. But the fact that you did that,
that meant a lot to me. History will prove it, too. I just want you
to know before I go toc sleep tonight, I want to teil you I'm proud of
you."I tell you, that call made me so proud I nearly cried.

Fis That made you feel good, didn't it? Did you get any kickback on
that other vote where you voted against the President?

i No. On that and other issues, I never got a kickback. The way

they would do it, I would receive the "cool" treatment. They
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