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INTERVIEW 11 -
DATE: < June 9, 1969 .

INTERVIEWEE: ~  GERALD W. SIEGEL

INTERVIEWER: ~  T. H. BAKER |
PLACE: - Mr. Siegel's 0ff1ce, Wash1ngton, D. C.
Tape 1 of 1

B: Sir, we had gone)in timé up to about,]gso We have covered 1egislative ‘
matters when ydu were on thé Senator's staff Now, Just to fix the
chronology here, you joined the Harvard Bus1ness School faculty in

’ 1958 But then, in about the first six months of 1960, you took a .
'leave to come back to Mr. Johnson's staff.

S: - That's right. o |

B: ; And'you had mentioned, in the previous tapé,‘that'probab1y'the reason

| for that was to help on the civil r1ghts measure of that year.

S: Yes. And, of course, as you know, that was the year that the 1eg1sla-
tive program was of great 1mportance to- then-Senator Johnson. .Because

it was part of his effd}t to capture the nomination for the Presidency '
in 1960* to use the record that he had made as Democratic Leader in
the Senate as, in effect, the 3aunch1ng platform, the basis and
background of h1s qua]1f1cat1ons to be the Democratic nominee and -
u]timaté]y;thé President of the‘United States. So that“it'Qasvnot :
. simp]y the ci#i1 rights measure, but thé impor£ance.of‘u§ing 1960 aS
- effectively, legislatively, as he cou]d pr1or to the convention.

B: This may be a perfectly fatuous questquf But it was def1n1te1y clear

to the hembers of thé staff that this was a motive, that the Senate

record he was compiling there was for campaign purposes?
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1 wou]dn't say tbat was ciear to all bf{the~staff;-certainly, it wasn't o
Aa matter‘that wae‘discdssed in any’Open senSe at least not to my | i;
know]edge | You know, there are c1rcles w1th1n circles, and manyref ![:'“qf;
the conversat1ons that I'm sure went on among the real]y top ieaders |
of the po]1t1cai effort on Senator Johnson s behalf--and I m ta1king | o
about Congressman Rayburn and John Conna]1y and others-—I d1d not par- L
ticipate in.. So that I woqun t pretend to rea]ly know what was, done o
or said and thought. But I do know that most of us who were of the
senzor staff 1eve3 both 1ndependent]y and co]lectlvely, knew what
was. going on, and what was go1ng in Senator Johnson's mind, and what
his aspirations were. | | | |

Did this make much of a d1fference 1n the atmosphere in the Senate?

| For exampie, ‘the relationship between Senator Johnson and Senator
‘Kennedy, also a 1ead1ng contender for the nom1nat1on? ‘
Yes, it got a ]1ttie stickier as the year wore on, and 1 know I remember
one incident. I was back only on leave, and my fam11y was st111‘11v1ng
"~ in Newton, Massachusetts. I wae commuting quite oftenion neekends;
one weekend, Just shortly before the convention in Ju]y, it Just happenedE'VA
;.that I flew up to Boston on a Northeast plane on wh1ch Senatur Kennedy

- was f1y1ng. And he came by and sat down to chat a 11ttle and was sort

of giving me gentle he]1 because of the then movement that seemed to be o
afoot to have a recess instead of an adaournment, 1n effect, with the -

convent1on being sandw1ched between two 1eg1s]at1ve sessions. thch

, wou]d have clearly been, you know, a fairly significant advantage for

Senator Johnson, who was the Leader of the Senate and pretty much the
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Leader of the‘angress, at‘ohat point,AnighlightinQ the pressure that -
' hé‘could'bring_to‘ bear on the delegates to_the‘Convention who might |
have an-interest in what Congreos was or wasn't going to do both before
_and aftor'the convention; And I could nonest1yvpoint out'to him that
that vas a piece of strategy that I had nofhing to do with and, 151"
~ fact, had not at that part1cular time really heard much about. ,

. And I'm. sure that Senator Kennedy was right that thIS was a devei- -
opment of somebody s who vas work1ng c]osely with Senator Johnson as
being a very strateg1c, effect1ve measure to g1ve h1m a 1eg-up at Los

«Ange]es ‘ | |
B: D1d Senator Kennndy real]y seem worr1ed about whether or not he was'
going to get the nomination? | | |
- S: Yes, I could say that he certainly was not overéoonfidént. He knew
he wasrin a stroggle; Now; i don't know that he felt even then that
his true, real adnersnry was Senator Johnson, because I think he felt
that Senator Johnson had tne power to deny him the nomination, but .
not the power'to get'it for himself. If he d1dn t succeed 1n gett1ng
the nom1nat1on on an early bal]ot h1s problem was someone e]se, not
Senator Johnson, was llkely to come along and dominate h1m. But after
; all, all he was 1nterested in was winning it for himself. ﬂe didn't '
care who got 1t. if he d1dn t, I suppose.' | , a
B:- Did you see anyth1ng of a personal relat1onsh1p between Senator Johnson
and Senator Kennedy in those years? ,
S;V_ Actua]]y, not a great deal, but it was not a bad relat1onsh1p to my |

knowledge. I know that it .. and certalnly my re]ationshtp wuth



LBJ Presidential Library
a http //www ijllbrary org

ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT : ’ More on LBJ Library oral histories:

Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781] “http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh.; -
' NI

SIEGEL -- 11 -- 4

Senator Kennedy was alnays'friend1yrto the extent_that~1:think,this
reflects the fact that he was friendly toward Senator Johnson and fe]t  "
that Senator Johnson was friendly toward h1m~~made 1t poss1b1e for us

to have a pleasant working re]ationsh1p. I know there was mutual

respect and admxrat1on, and 1 say mutual, I Kknow that 1t was truly .

-mutual. And there was strong conpet1t1on' I know, at t1mes, Senator 3

| Johnson got a 11tt1e 1rr1tated at the sheer force and mass of the

opposition because theernnedy effort was a damned good effort. They
wefe~good people. There was a lot of mdney, There:was tremendous
organization; it-was = Jjust pTain better than oufs, and Sénator

Johnson never liked to be second best, you know.

“You know, there's been a lot of speculation about Mr. Johnson s cam-

paign for the nomxnat1on, about this apparent reluctance to def1n1te1y

amnounce that he was a candidate as failure to enter the primaries.

o Hell.

Was this kind of thing discussed among the staff? .

~ Again, not among the staff that 1 was a senior member of, but probah]y ‘

among some of the peop]e who were the ear]y nucleus of his campa1gn
organ1zat1on.

The rore personé1»staff, would that be?

No, no. I'm ngre1y talking about, I think;'ﬁ&n like'%overnor
[Buford] Ellington of Tennessee, former Senator Cleménts,

Speaker4Rayburn; John Connally, Bobby Baker. I'm not suré fhai I can
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even identify a11 the tru]y close po]lttcaT adv1sors that were 1nvolved

-and I don't want to ment1on names by mistake. I th1nk, Jim Rowe '

was sort of in-and out and Tommy Corcoran was in and out; 1 don't

think Abe Fortas was, because I ve a]ways had the 1mpression that--at '
least this was my own op1n1on, and I suspect that Senator Johnson had the
same opinion 1n a way-~Abe Fortas probab]y was worse in p011t1ca1 '
Judgment than most people. He rea]ly did not have political sagacity.
So he was seldom lnvolved in any of the pol1t1ca1 Judgments and d1s—

| cuss1ons. But that group, very 11ke1y, wou]d have been th1nk1ng about '

“the importance for Senator Johnson of not act1ve1y gett1ng,out 1n

primaries because he'd get whipped and eliminated; and two, of main-
taining the image of a man busily engaged in 1eadingkthe countny legis-
1ative1y to progress.. | Which wes fine 1 mean, that was his bas1s and

his strength, h1s real opportunity to get a Denocratrc nom1nat1on, and

the other routes were just sheer suicidal for him.

:D1d you think he cou]d get the nomination?

No, no, I knew it. 1 th1nk he knew it. 1 can remember a conversat1on |
short]y before the Oregon primary where I said to h1m——we were talk1ng :
on the phoneeon a Sunday morn1ng,‘3ust kind of v1s1t1ng--and I said,
"Look\ I know this probably doesn't make any sense either,'bot I;suepect _!
that 1f you had any real opportunity at all, you 're go1ng to have to

go out, ]1tera1]y, Just break away from the Senate, go out to Oregon

- You're in the primary. You can't get out of that one. Go out there '

and try to either win it or make a hell of a strong showing." And he '

said, we]], he just cou]dn t do that. He sort of implied that that
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- probably was r1ght, that he just wasn't go1ng toput . . . I think'he'

knew that he did not have ‘the votes 1n a Democrat1c convent1on for the»‘ 1l ; 

‘nomination. Somethjng dramat1c 11ke if he had gone to Oregen and’,

beat all the other candidates out there, this jhs; might have done it.”
Politics is a mystica] thing, anyway. But short of that, itf"
wasn't in the cards. And I think he knew that, I suppose,;deep

down, knowing as he dld that anything .can happen at a convent1on ’he ,A

~wouldn't have wr1tten himself off completely, but as a pract1cal man,t)"

1 think he knew what h1s percentage odds were.

" Was there a del1berate attempt‘1n this period, and even an earlier, on N

part of the staff, to give Mr. Johnson a public image’as_a Nesternef.‘
as opposed to a‘Southeknér? o -
Well, yes, I think we d1scussed this in the earlier 1nterv1ew.

Yes, I thInk we ment1oned 1t brlefly

I don't say that there was any deliberate--no, it wasn't del1berate—-

staff proaect, by any means, but a!ong the way somebody, I don t know

' who,‘recogn1zed that jt was poss1b1e for the Senatorvproperly,to claim i *i ;

himself as a Southwestérner, and then, therefore, as a westérnef,~t '

and to try to shed himself of thé'burden,especially the Demdératic'

~ party political burden--of ga. Southerner. He did do this; andﬁ

especially before the Los Angeles convention, he went out- to some of

the Western conferences of Democratic party members. Nothing really

‘worked; nothing helped, at that time, but it was . . .

Was there any talk before the convention of a JohnsonuKeﬁnedy or7

Kennedy-dohnson ticket?
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YES! I can te]? you about a night I had dtnner with Mike Fe]dman,
in February of 1060, when M}ke and I put the t1cket together and on]y '

‘ he was r1ght

Hr Fe]dnan was worklng then for ... A |
Senator Kennedy. And he was, of course, pred1ct1ng the Kennedy-aohnson 5-'
ticket and I was pred1ct1ng Johnson-Kennedy t1cket. So wesput_it -
together that n1ght, only Mike had the rlght arrangement | B
No, there was no other talk about 1t and serious?y, I nust say

this: that I do,rnot belweve that Senator Johnson went to Los Ange]es

~ with anything but a strong determination not to take anything but the

top spot. And 1 den't'knew what happened there; but maybe the realiza-

tion that one, he was needed and he recognized that without him. on the '

. ticket, the'chences of Senator Kehnedy winning were much less, if pos- u'

sible at all. I think he also realized that there wasn't much more

' for him to accomplish in the Senate; that maybe the~Viee Presidenqy«A

wasn't a great'thing, but he'd sort of had it. You know, it seemed

to me, too, that he could only kind of come down, decline as a member-,

~ of the Senate. Méybe he thought, "Well, it's either resign frem.publict*

office"--you know, but of public office--"or make this shift to a..
national ticket. " And he may ver} well “have thought he wash't; you
know, so old that this conce1vab1y cou1d be the only way he could
become Pres1dent, by serving as Vice: President, show1ng h1mse1f to be -
a very constructive, cooperative member of a liberal ticket. If it
woh and had eight years of gooe successful administration, he might

be the logical successor, and he would have not been too old to do it.
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- But, of course, fate playe& a little 'dffferently But the fact is,
he may very well--you know, who knows what really was going on in
the recesses of his mind. And, of course, a lot of peop]e were -
scrambling around, so-called advising h1m. Mot I. He didn't ask for
‘my advice. o SR
B:  Did you go to Los Angeles? . B
s:  Oh, yés. I was out there. I didn't do much, but I‘wés there. s
B:  Did you ever discus§ the events at Los ﬁngeies withtthlipLGrahah.of ;
- Kather1ne Graham? o t | . |
S: No. With ne1ther, actually, except that I th1nk I mentIQned to you,

- when I got to Los Angeles the flrst peop]e I happened into were Phil-
and Bob Esterbrook. Both of whOm were obv1ous]y conv1nced that the
ticket had to be Kennedy—dohnson, and were worklng on it that vay, and
Athey were saying to me, "Look, we've just got to persuade Senator
Johnson to take the second spot. " Well, I don't know what I said. ‘IV
suppose‘l’said "Well, I can't persuade him, but I' }1 be surpr1sed if
he would take anyth1ng but the top of the ticket." Nhlch was the
natural thing, I suppose, to say at the t1me, for h1m,.before -

" the convention began. | o
B: You didn't mention, this was on the ffrst day of thé coﬁventidh, or
 earlier . .‘; ‘ T “ ’
'S:. This was evéﬁ before. Th1s wou]d have been, I guess, the weekend
before the convent1on
B: I asked you about Mr. Graham, because in the famoﬁs Graham memo, at

least in the copy he sent to Iheodorerwhite;,there is a pencil

e
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notation*fo tae effect of: “Now I know why Lyndon waﬂted the.Vice‘
Presidency?“ And71‘was ﬁondering if he or ﬁis wife had ever elucidated N
to you? | | | V  |

No, no. Neither. And I have not discussed it. 1 do‘remember in
January of 1963, when the Tax Reform Ba]] was under great debate and

cons1derat1on, Mr. Graham grabbed me on the street one day r1ght after R

~ Junch and said, "Come on, we're going to the White House and we're

going to talk to the~Pres1dent and the V1ce Pres1dent.“ He had become
conv1nced that we simply needed a reduct1on on 1ncome tax rates, not

the reform measures so much as reduction, because he felt we were ,'

,headed into an economic receséion and that it Was'vitally important

that we handle the f15ca1 and monetary controls properly He was

E not above mak1ng his v1ews known and felt.

This was a very, very sad and yet to my memory, extremer

| unique [1nc1dent]. Wish I c0u1d have captured 1tka11, photaographically )

and accurately. We did. indeed go to the White House. ' The three of us,
President Kennedy; Phil Graham and I sat in the President's office fore,ﬁ
quite a long time. Mr. Graham waS‘insisting that the President call

Bobby and Mr. Johnson to the off1ce so that we cou]d ta]k about unlock~ =

~ing some of the prob]ems 1nv01ved in the Tax Reform 8111

Bobby would be Bobhy Kennedy7

Bobby Kennedy And ‘the Pres1dent was say1ng, "No," very f1rm1y, but

1 very po?ltely, and of course preva1led,

Did President Kennedy give reasons?

No, he just said he wasn't going to da 1t And I'm sure he was right."'

| It wasn 't a 1og1ca1, sensible thing to do.
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B: I better clarify this though. What he is not going to do is push for

tax cut bi]]?‘

- No, no, no

3: aut what he is not going- to do is ca]] Lyndon and Bobby together.‘  f?: itv” )
S:  Call them over to his Offlce. That s right.. He just wasnft going to o
try to bring theh together, undér these conditioné, to discuss the tax:f
measure. and some of the reform proposaisrwhich might_of,might'nof haveif":'*’ff
“stood in the way of what.Mf. Graham felt was thé~more'%mportant objec-'f
tive of getting tax rates down so that the economy weuld get a 11tt1e -
bit of a further boost that he thought was needed - -
 : In any event, we left there and went over to the‘Vice Presfdent;s
‘office. And as I recall; he came from some other‘meefing; picked us
up and drove us to his_hqme; ‘We rode in his car. e sat and talked -
to him about the same subject. Mr. Graham was not well. He wasﬁéhowing
Aear]y symptoms of hié'i]]néss i recall him getting quite agitated
and saying to Hr. Johnson,‘"No, aust face it, you ve got to face it:
. you 're never go1ng to be Pres1dent."

- B And what was Mr. Johnson's react1ons to that?

e cme gy .
. 1 R

s: Silent. I th1nk he sensed thatPh1l was ag1tated someth1ng was

’ distdrblng, something was wrong, very definitely wrong. _He ca]]ed~ 
later that night and we ta]ked’on the phone for a very 16ng iimé,..i
because he‘was ﬁuzz]edi "What is wrong?" I didn't knqw. I méan;
I really didn't. Ne]l,yl said I didn't think Phil behaved‘rignt and
certain]yAdidn't conduct himself well. But I\just didn‘t}know what

~ was wrong at that point, It was too eariy;‘before I realized. As I

10
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say, that was Quite a day;.because within months, yon know,}a lot ofhu
thingshhad happened Mr. Graham was dead; Mr, Kennedy nas dead; Mr.*‘
i Johrison was Pres1dent R , o o
B: Was the rivalry between Mr. Johnson when he was V1ce President,~
‘and Robert Kennedy, pretty open and obv1ous? |
S: I have absolute?y no ‘knowledge on that. And I can absoiute1y glve you o E
e nethIng useful, but I will give you someth1ng that I sa1d to a colum- fo»;--
ist once. Thet reflected my over-51mp11f1ed way of describ1ng the
problem. There was d1scussion. Everybody was- trying to probe and
analyze that relationship, and I said, "You're a]l nutty It' s a very
simple one. fhey don‘f 1ike each other." And that s it.
B: Apparently that attitude toward Kr. VJohnson was fa1r1y common‘among
the Kennedy c1rc1e w1th the p0551b1e exception of Presrdent Kennedy
himself. | ‘ , , | -
S: I think the re1at1onsh1p between PreSIdent Kennedy'and Hr. Johnson ,
. was qu1te d1fferent than that between Senator Robert Kennedy, and per- N
haps any of the other Kennedys, and certainly the staff people.
I'm sure you've heard the story that I heard from Sam Zagoria who_ﬁf':'
- was at the meet1ng where it occurred. There was a krnd of background .
meet1ng of legtslat1ve people. Sam Zagoria was then work1ng for
Senator Case, actualiy; up on the Hill. 1 forget how thevmeet1ng was -
put together, but:then-Senator kennedy was asked whe was the most
'qualified persen to be President. He sa1d, "No question, but that s :
Senator Johnson, but he can't become President. “v Then he said,

“I'm the next best." And I think he meant,that. Th1s reflects -

1
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what I think was the true relat1onsh1p about it. They4were totally

 different people. They were not friends; they could not have soc1a1ized HL

together; their interests were totally d1fferent, outs1de of govern-;f

u~experts, they recognized each others strengths and they were mutua11y
: respectful of each other. ' o . :

:  To catch up on the chronology, you left Pr Johnson s staff r1ght S

" after the Democratic convention.

Yes. I had to go back to school. My leave was up, and I went back.

" Were you under any pressure to stay? . _
s Some, yes. 1 th1nk he was in a 11tt1e d1stress. At that tvme, a lot ‘
- of his --well, -some of his old friends and supporters. were. very angry |

and. cr1t1ca1 of him for tak1ng the second ‘spot on the t1cket. I'm

afra1d he may have thought 1ncorrectly that I was mot1vated that way. ‘V

:But I had tried to poant out, and I think l did po1nt out to hxm, that

. that had nothing to do with it. I'd run the string out on my Ieave.

That special sess1on in the Senate, I f1gured was not going to be very.'

important, anyway, and that 1t was not necessary for me to stay there._

| And I had to get back, because I was_go1ngrto prepare for the teach-

" 4ng, I had been doing research, and that was the first year I was going ©

to feach, the ’604‘61 year. And so I just had to. we11, then 1 helped

a bit. VWhen he came to Boston, I Prepared a memno fer h1m at h1s |
office's request. 1 sent out a letter transm1tt1ng a Harry Golden

article that was favorable to Mr. Johnson to a se1ect 11st of Jew1sh

' voters, and you know, that's really about it.

1257 .
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B: This was dur1ng the ‘60? ‘
S: During the '60 campaign, that was really my 1nvo1vement And actual]y, f};,,
after the elections, successful e]ect1on, Lir.. Johnson &sked me to
help, and 1 worked with B111 Moyers, who I th1nk was 1nvo]ved i
in this, too.v,He had us meet with, Irv1ng Férman who had been the staff
head of what was- -then ca]led the President’s Contracts Comm1ttee.‘ What
" it was, was the execut1ve comm1ttee on c1v11 r1ghts, the neans of’;"
pressuring. industry to. comply w1th non-dwscr1m1natony hiring and pro- .
mot10n pract1ces for emp]oyees of 1ndustry members who had govern-
ment contracts. He asked me_to work on a redraft of it. And I ,“
did. 1 spent a good deal of time, just on my owh,‘prepariﬁg  $ Sug- B
gested Executive Order, and worked with Arthur Goldberg, Abei?ortas;-
Mrs. Anna Rosenberg, Ted Kheel, I think; got a bit involved. And f
must say that péfhaps the most important cohtributioﬁ I'madeAwas the
,chahge.of the name. Contraéts Committee was no iongerAheeded to dis-f
-'guise the work; it was much better to name it.what it was. So we*goti ‘
a more forthright description of it as the Comm1ttee on Non-d1scrim1natony
Employment. | C ‘ o |
He, at that t1ne, asked me to come back and serve on his staff; as o
VV1ce Pres1dent. I told him 1 cou]d not; that, of course, I was just -
getting started on my teaching career and I ﬂidn’t feel that thera was
any point or purpose in going in what I would conSIder to be "a
backward d1rect1on. 1 wanted to move forward.
About that time, actua1ly, a week or two before Inaugurétién; I

was down here working on a research report on government policy on

EEER
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communication satellites that a'firm that I consulted for in Cambridge

was preparing for the NationalfSpace Agency-f And I got a call

- from Mr. Graham, saying that he hanted to talk to me. " What emerged I
was we d1d we talked, and he was interested in me ao1n1ng the Post. ~..9at

And we, after a couple of d1scussxons, agreed that I would come. One L

of the f1rst things he asked me was whether I was going to join-

upwcoming Vice President Johnson s staff. I know that he would have

| not wanted Mr. Jehnson to feel that he had prevented me. from 901ng 7

with him, I told hlm I was not, and then, he asked me to become a

~ director, vice pres1dent, counsel at the Post.

Nonetheless, Mr. Johnson d1d display a bit of plque about 1t, and '

sort of Joking]y.ribbed me and Phil about his tak1ng me away from him

" atlthough he knew that wasn't the case.

You phrase that awfully gently. ."Mr. Johnson d1sp1ayed a bit of p1que."

Yes, well, I meah it's ... .

" Did he get angrler than that, at that t1ne, you th1nk9 L
Oh, no, not on th1ngs of that k1nd He would just realTy do Just that.

say’ someth1ng about "Wei] eerry, is going to go of f and try to get

rich, 1nstead of serv1ng his countny, ‘or some such th1ng, you know. ;'J

Then from the summer of ‘61 Qn, . you were here in washjngton, in - -

‘the R

Yes.

Did you have much contact with Mr. Johnson during the Vice presidential

~days?

VYes, a Tittle. As I recall, he asked me to become a member of that :

14
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President's Committee on Fair Employment Practices. ;Mr. Graham said

I should not. He didn't fee1'that it was proper for officia]s(f‘.

| ; of the newspaper to hold even part-tlme and sort of c1ttzens‘

’;appo1nt1ve positions in the government. He didn' t fo]1ow his own jﬂn

good advice. “He would have been better off, I think,'not to have ~

gotten involved with the Communlcatlons Sate111te Board of Incorporators, -

~ but he. did. And there was another adv1sony group that Mr. Johnson N

asked me to serve on, and I, again, had to sey no. Then he sort of
stopped ask1ng, but we did communicate We taTked He was quite cor-
dial. Ue were at his home a few times. And as I said earlier, I :
think sometime in '63 his staff was’, at h1s request, asked to put
together some measures, provisions to incorporate in a new c1v11

rights bill. Because as I understand it, the President's measure‘was
deemed to be, really, to be a little weaker than'itYShouid be. But I
had to decline that, because I'd been asked by kae Fe]dman to talk

with him about the prov1s1ons in the President 3 b111 and .

I didn't do anyth1ng but disclose it, but that was what I did and I

did not work on Mr Johnson s prOJect at all. t" N

That S an intragulng point. Mr. Johnson 's offlce was work1ng separately

“and 1ndependent]y on a draft b111 of cwvi] rights in '63? - -
‘Ne]] tyes, this is my understand1ng ATthough I d1dn t get invoTved

in 1t, I knew that they vere concerned and con51der1ng 1t, I think,

lposs1b1y because they were fearfu] ‘that, for one reason or another,

. President Kennedy and hws adv1sors were not go1ng to recomnend as

strong a bill as the t1mes requ1red and.as, then, ﬂr. Johnson felt

715
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could then be passed. Sort of ironic in a way, because he-had héd to
bobtail the earlier civil }ights bills in ordek to pass them. But I

think he recagn1zed that, by this tlme, "you know, cond1t1ons were ,

. dlfferent, and what was needed and what was possible and obtaxnable .f

were d]fferent. It requ1red more comprehensive and effect1ve measures o

‘to meet the requlrements

Did Mr. J°h"5°“ seem under any’ kind of unusua] restra1nt durwng the ;f, o B

- Vice Presxdent1a1 years? . , o o
‘e was very unhappy, T think. Although I didn’t see him that much,

"1 believe .that there were times when he felt he'had'made‘a serious

mistake to accept the Vice Presidency, that it was just the worst
possible place fof:an active man 1ike himself, a man that was accus- -

tomed to leading, not just following and performing'ceremdhia17func-t

| tions I think it was a terriible period for h1m. Because, as you know,

our V1ce Pres1dent, in our scheme of th1ngs, is essentially a

foth wheel, althougﬁ Pres1dent Kennedy rea]]y went out of his way to
tny to give him substant1ve things to do, 1mportant th1ngs. . |
Well, to take us off, you mentloned some thtngs to me 1n connection'
w1th Pres1dent Kennedy's assass1nat1on. o ’

One of them was, I be]1eve you said that n1ght, that Frwday n1ght,

you were exp]a1n1ng Mr. Johnson to wash1ngton Post reporters who were C

ask1ng you what k1nd of a man is this.

Yes._ People were asking,,you.know, what they could expect ffom'
him-as President, because they didn’t know him very well. They were

raising the question of what kind of an intetlectual he was, what his

16
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reading diet was, and did‘he~read philosophy, and did_he read serious

" books. And I récal], after becoming a 1itt1e exasperated sdying‘Some~; e

'i‘ what in anger that, no, he wasn't a reflect1ve reader, he was an active

and experfence and w1sdom, and know]edge for that Presidency

‘than any other man in h1story, in my op1n1on. Maybe that wasn't an

- politician and government expert; but they had to remember that he

was not becoming pres1dent of a un1vers1ty, he was becoming Presrdent

| of the Un1ted States, and he came equ1pped with more qualaficat1ons,.‘q')

L s s e

o vy T

accurate way to put it. But 1 honest]y still bel1eve 1t, that 1n terms
of the requ1rements of the office, 1t 1s just not reallstic to assume ,f,ft'

that what we need is an 1nte11ectua1 ref]ect1ve ph11osopher, wise man

- type. When, obv1ous]y, those would be f1ne qua11t1es to have 1n the ‘

man, but the cfr1ce of Pres1dency of the Un1ted States, 1n my JUdgment, :

is that of a palwtlcal 0ff1ce that requ1res a more practlcal earthy,t'

- a k}nd of knowledge and facility stemnlng from the kind of experlence‘f

that a man can acqu1re 0n1y in po11t1cs, not in un1vers1ty sem1nars. .f
An 1mp11cat1on in that story is that at least some of the reporters :
were just sort of automat1ca11y go1ng to draw an 1nv1d1ous comparlson;_-
between Kennedy and Johnson. o | |
No qgestjon about that I'm afra1d Mr. Johnson s1mp1y never d1d haveA”'

the favor of the‘best'reporters, or, at least, the most widely read,

the most accepted, and, in manj respects the best qua]ity of journalists a

and commentators. On. the other hand, some of the best, he d1d have a
good measure of acceptance from, and understand1ng, and a real appre-

c1at1on It's very hard to genera11ze about Mr. Johnson S relat1ons

AT
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| w1th the press, Mr. Johnson s esteem by members of the press.
Like the man himself. 1t ranges . and varies w1de1y, 1t's hlgh]y
, divers1f1ed, it s h1gh1y comp]ex._ Part of his prob]em w1th the press

was the prob]em that he hac, Just w1th everyth1ng. He was a man who. 5;vﬁ; ‘}

for some reason, seemed to want unanimity in acceptance of h1mse1f. He ’5;;¥ﬁ
is so anx1ous that people appreciate what he 1s do1ng, and that what : '
he is doing is r1ght, and that what he is dolng is motivated properly };.i?ff
in the pubi1c 1nterest that any k1nd of cr1t1cism Just used to make h1m .
really lose h1s sense of perspective and hlS balance. - T
B:‘f Does th15 apply to the senator1a1years, too? . - o
S8 Well really, those are the on]y years that T can speak to.. Oh, %n?:f“; ’
| a sense, I can testify to the kind of same reaction that wenttnzdoring :\e ‘
his'years as Vice President and as Presideno but'io a ﬁuch 1ess dOcu~‘

mented way. I know that Cha] Roberts, one of the wr1ters for the

Washington Post, wanted to do a piece on him when he was V1ce Pres1dent, o

and asked if I would arrange an appointment for h1m, and I d1d. And

:they spent qu1te a b1t of t1me together, and Chal wrote a rea11y good
piece, I th1nk, but crit1ca1 It contained some evaluation and some o
- images that were not as the then-V1ce President saw h1mse1f.; I reca]]e ;[
his say1ng to me, the next time we taiked on the phone, "we11 you

say Cha1 s a fr1end of yours._ well, I hope to God you never send } ;

> any enemies of yours to see me.” You know, that sort of thlng.
"‘B; | During the Senate years, did you or anyone ever try to moderate h1s
“stand toward the press?

S: Yes, but not very effectively; I suppose George Reedy, more than
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anyone, tried to educate him on how to deal with the press. George

. was his press man I d1dn t then, nor even now, rea1]y have any

expert1se part1cu1ar1y on how to’ dea] w1th the press. I guess I would

"'have adv1sed him--1 don t know that I d1d I Just can 't remember--that
- what he had to do was recogn1ze that these people were not gotng to do B

as he sa1d they were going to do as they thought' and that the best

thing he could do was give them the 1nformatmon they wanted deal |
with them at arms 1ength and hope that they deve]oped a proper sense.
of respect fer him.’ But that was not his way. ‘ He tr1ed, really. He
alternated between treating them very shabb11y and try1ng to curry -
their favor, and then, expecting that if he curr1edtheir favor »they. would
rec1procate w1tn favorable pIECES‘and with a frrendsh1p that he extended
to them. Well, when it didn't work,,from'time to timen-it‘didn‘t.you ,1 ’

know --t his, again, you just can't genera]ize,“but I knoﬁ that he felt

1ike a Caesar betrayed when one of the journa1ists who'he thouyht was
his friend wrote someth1ng caustic or different frem his own assessment ~‘;f>

of a. s1tuat10n that he’ was involved 1n.

" Did he ever ca11 you, in your capac1ty here as. Vice Pres1dent of the

Post, to pra1se or condemn reporters? ‘ 7
Not often. Very, very 1nfreqpent3y. Ahd, of eourse, I suppese ﬁe};'
called Mrs. Grahah'mere‘Often than he called me. After he got; in
effect,‘oriehfed'h1that'direction of comp]aining—eand I.donft'think
that was toc frequent——but i;m sure he was not re]ucﬁanf te do it.r

1 guess he and h1s staff peop]e called me. more frequently

- when he was Vice President I remember 8111 Moyers was calllng fe1r1y
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frequently, before'he'became press secretany. After he became press

secretary, he called Hrs Graham, he d1dn t ca]] me. He cal]ed me

when . . . weil I m wrong about that. Because he had ]eft Mr. ’

Johnison and had gone to the Peace Corps and called me from time to j"""' R

time from there. But as Bill's stature grew and he had entree to ﬂ.ff;?;fgﬁi

‘more importent people, he did not call me. .He called others on the

'Post who he kneu to be more capable of helping h1m.~,;; L
 While the tape was off, you mentioned the second stony, about the time ’,;}J
’ fight after the assass1nation, a telephone ca]] invo]v1ng what kind " i
. of investigating committee to have. o ;' S - |
:Yes, this is a stony that illustrates, I think, fa1rly we]] some of
 the very strong opinions that Mr.. Johnson ho]ds w1th respect to ’
. the press. Even though, in this part1cu1ar 1nstance, he was wrong,‘I

think he recognized he was wrong.

Very quickly after the assass1nat1on, a number of Journa11sts at

‘ the Post, and columnist Joe Alsop among the forefront, began to cam-. o
’i‘pa1gn for a roya] type comm1ss1on~~what, of course, ultimate1y turned
| out to be the Warren Commission--to 1nvest1gate causes of the assassi- f
Anat1on ‘And one evenlng Walter Jenkins ca]]ed me to say, “"For heavens -
,'sakes, this is someth1ng that the press ought not be pushing for." And‘

- -very. shortly, Mr. Johnson, h1mse1f, came on the phone, he said to me,

”Gerry, for God 5 sake, don't let the press try to run the government. '

~ He was 91v1ng me his arguments for why this shou]d be careful]y thought

through in the government and not by journa11sts. I think, in that

sense, that he was putting his finger on the kind of mistake that is .

20
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made by some ever~active jdurnalists who tend to extend their legiti- .

mate role of investigating, and exp]or1ng, and eva]uating, analyzing |

‘and expos1ng what is go1ng on in government, 1nto the field of deveiop~‘nfm.'

©ing government pu]1cy and trying to make government dec1s10ns, where Co B

they have no responsibilities, in a sense, no particular qualificatienS‘

or'right to intrude. But in any event, as I say, he was qu1te unhappy o

about be1ng pushed by the press on policy matters, and was always unhappy B

'about be1ng pushed by the press on policy matters.' He wanted to make

h1s own decisions, without pressure and w1thout, in effect, having them
made for him by the newspapers. ‘ '

Was there any hint in that conversation that Mr. Johnson was ser1ous]y .

'Tcons1der1ng some other kind of 1nvestigat1ve comm1ttee? :

lNo, he did net . «Hell, rea]ly, at that point was--

The main po1nt is not that he was~--

"Let us decide what needs to be done," in effect. And of cdurse,'

what was being reported in the press was that there was the possibility A
that an FBI group or a state or local comm1ttee was to be set up to do X

the investigation. Now, he d1dn t as far as I know endorse any of those |

'vapproaches; But they may well have been what he had in m1nd and he

may not have been thinking about a Warren~type commission until the

]

Buring the Pres1dent1a1 years, were you ever asked to Jo1n the Nh}te

~ House staff?

I was. Yes‘a I was, actually after the '64 election, asked several

times. I was not able to go, and I think the record ought

to make it quite clear that that was a matter of great

'’ .
o'\.
¥
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d1sappo1ntnent for me, because it just happened that my f1nanc1a]

situation, here at the Post, w1th stock optlons, made 1t Just the R

wrong time for me to leave and forfeit what cou]d have been my on]y -

- opportun1ty in life to accumulate a Tittle bit of an estate and, you :jﬂﬁ,j;

- I asked for an appo1ntment and went up and spent severa1 L
hours w1th President Johnson, as a matter of fact,. exp1a1n1ng th1s. I_'fv"d:
rea]ly thought he understood. but again, he was j0k1ng‘ab0ut,. I,,titir-
was a greedy sort of guy; and shucks, he gave up all thesekthings to_iis?""
serve his country; I ought to do this. But anyway, thiSjwastto coﬁe'j.fg
up and workfin the White House. For a period of months thereafter;'d>'

I would get caj1s'for various differeot apoointments that he ﬁanted"

me to‘take and I turned them down. Then in August of 1965, 1 goess, o .

I was at a farewe]l party at the White House for George Reedy, and

" the Pres1dent, 1 thlnk had just persuaded Arthur Go]dberg to leave

the Court to become | UN ambassador. And he said to me, "You're Just

d1mposs1b1e. -Arthur Goldberg will 1eave'thevSupreme Court to’serve his-.'

country, and you won't even Teave the Post." Something joking like that. lf

- And that was about the end of it.

I was not asked thereafter we dr1fted further apart, and our con-
versations became Iess frequent, they weren't frequent, really, before. -
But from time to t1me, he'd give me the courtesy of ta1k1ng to me about -
d1fferent things. } | ‘

There must be some. agony 1nvolved in turning down a chance to work 1n

the Nh1te House?

a2t
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' Né]i; it wasn’t easy to turn him down, I'n te13 you.
‘,Do you have time to contmue, Just briefly? |

Yes, if you want to run your tape out. We've rea]]y Just about done ’j im;j

CIf you've got spec1f1c questions .’. .'

- Well, there's one more th}ng I'd Tike- to ask you about. I m afraid |

it's not very spec1f1c. I ment1oned it to you before the tape was

- turned on: a kind of survey and evaluat1on of the Senate staff

Oh, yes, yes. All right, very qu:ckly, there never was anyone who

~ was the Sénator s top staff man other‘than Walter Jenk1ns. And Walter

of serVing him. And on anything administrative, I don't want to in

Vany way narrow the importance of walter, in that sense;' But Walter

“did not rea]ly ‘have much to do W1th Pol1qy Comm1ttee, and when 1 was ."l

working up on the H111, walter really was runn1ng the Texas off1ce staff

under the. Senator, and didn't get too much 1nvo]ved in what we were

doing on the total 1eg1slat1ve respons1b111ty of the Leadership that

Mr. Johnson he]d 1n the Senate. 1 wou]d say that, unquestionabiy and

‘to my Lnowledge, Ha]ter was one of the most 1mportant people in Mr. =

able guy; not a po]icy-maker type; but a‘great deal more sagacious

* than most people, I think, realized in that area, too.

‘George Reedy, I think, was clearly one of ‘the most 1nf1uentia1

and important staff men in the Senator's 1ife, when we were on the Hill.

- was only his top staff man on Texas matters and on some persona1 aspects jA

Johnson's pub11c ]1fe, up until the time he hadAto leave. And a venyA g‘:

3.
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Don Cook I guess I should go back because the man that I met

. Mr. Johnson through was an early and 1mportant adv1scr and real]y one

of the wisest and one of the most 1oya1 adv1sors that the Senator had.

Let's see . . .

" Excuse me; Go‘ahead.

I was 3us£ going to prompt your recollection of more‘namés, like Jim~.

'vRowe'and . . ;

Well . . .

: 1 Horace Busby.

,Nh11e not a staff man, J1m Rowe was.an old fr1end and adv1sor and I

- think, considered, you know, as an o]d dear fr1end by Mr. Johnson, but |

1 doubt that he was as influential in the adv1ce that he gave Mr.
Johnson, politically, as many others. o
In fact, I said ear11er Abe Fortas was not ‘much of an 1nf1uence B

on p011t1ca1 adv1ce, though I th1nk 1n many other respects 9", other

kinds of prob]ems, Mr. Johnson d1d look to him and respected h1s advtce o

- and judgment as an extremely wise man and hwghly competent lawyer.A |

Were. they close in the senator1a1 years?

~ Yes, they were close, not real, real’ close; but they‘were always close, |

and they were very .good friends.. That's how I'met‘Abe‘Férias-‘k_'-
Well, it isn't really. Actually, I met him when I was’wifh‘the'SEC,‘
but I got to know him better. But they were and always had been good

"friehds.‘ But Abe did not play a very'prominent‘part in the Senate
- years, .in termsof matters that I was involved in. A]thbugh he got

~involved. ReaT]y, we consulted with him on all sorts of things that

YRR



LBJ Presidential Library
~ http://wiww,Ibjlibrary.org

~

’staff and had vary1ng reTattons of prox1m1ty. They were all good and |

7 ORA# HISTORY TRANSCRIPT ~—~ ,‘ " More on LBJ Library oral histories:
Lyndon B. Johnson Lib Oral Histories [NAID 2461778}] o http://discoverlbj.0'rg/exh‘ibits’/show/loh/oh; s

SIEGEL -- II -- 25 .

were involved in major legislative questions. I say, "we," as staff

people did; I'm sure the Senator did, direct]y,'in.ways that I doh't:'a~»-

~ even know about. .Ne?l.f;‘36lis Horwitz and Jim Yilson. and Harﬁy :

McPherson were three of the'lawyers who worked on'the Policy Conmitteee'

o ,tney did a hell of a good job. But at that t1me, not any one Of -‘f‘f'” |

JRpS RO

the three became rea]]y very close to Senator Johnson.v Later .
in the White House, Harry»McPherson did. And‘he.developed ai“
totally different-~we11, even‘before then, during the'Vice Presidentia] ‘~:f;

years, when Harry was. counse1 for Senator Mansfield He took over the B

Aro]e that I had played and was counse1 to the Po11cy Comm1ttee under

. Senator Mansfaeld and worked quite c]ose]y with V1ce Pres1dent Johnson. -

Then Harry moved eventual]y 1nto the Wh1te House, where he became even o

closer in the. way of an alde and an “advisor.

Bill Moyers was a very young man when I farst met hwm. That

would have been, actua]ly, in around '54 or '55, I think when. he came '“‘ 
~ One summer to work part-time. And then ‘he went back and worked for

 Mrs. Johnson s rad1o-te1ev151on station; fin1shed schoo?. Then~I»knen'~'v

him in '60. He must have come after f58, when I left the Policy

Committee to.go’to the Busineéé School. - Because he was there as a vety‘,"f
Junior staff»person in.'60, buf bright;‘bright; bfash; and denelaped,

e#en then, a techniqué of endearing himself to Senator Johnson, and
becoming nore and more usefu]; and working wiﬁh him.in the political
campaign area, fairly c105e1y. I understand--I don't know from per- A,v.

sonal know]edge~4that during the 1960 campaign, he became, really, an-

25
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extremely close and highly prizéd aide of the President;' ‘Then,. nf ,'p'
‘course, he went on to become very 1nf1uent1a1 as a 1egis\at1ve aide in S
| the thte House and ultimately press secretany.: My own fée11ngs aboutrygnT
Bill nre sort ofrmixed I think I admire him for a br1ght guy, but Iblaﬁ&
don't adm1re him for a part1cular]y stra1ghtforward, genu1ne, sxncere, 'gf;21
 decent, honest person. - 8111, I'm afraid, is what I would, In Iowa, .
call an anglé~shooter. He was a fellow that was putting Bill nunber
'-one, always, which 1s perfect1y proper. But in a way that I guess I
just d1d not respect very much. So I don't feel ‘that 8111 was rea11y
quite as’ effectlve for Pres1dent Johnson as he was for Bill quers j -
at the White House whlch is not the way an axde ought to funct1on. '
He really should serve his President, at the cqst of h1svown reputatxon;‘
if necessary. o | ‘ '

B: ° You know, you hedr a great deal aﬁéut Mr. Jonnson's judgment'of'men; f
Bill Moyers, as you've descr1bed him, and the obv1ously c]ose re]at1on- .
ship between the two doesn t seem to square w1th Mr. Johnson s good |

udgment. '
St Mo | |

B: Unless we are verg1ng on the realm of amateur psycho]ogy here.

S: ' we11, I'm sure we are. Oh I can say facetlously that, in manyvrespetts,  ,» 
I always falt that he underestimated my ab111t1es. You know,

'I guess{l say this about everybody, "No one, no one appreciates'ny~
fa]ents, except me. (Laughter). The fact is that anyone can mnke’m%stake§,{
and I'm not sure he‘did in this‘caséf;§t méy ngtwnntﬂ;“;gnﬁgin}yﬂwés “6§¢;A a

close to it. I had my own personal feelings aboutlsill’based on some

a
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<yfa1r1y persona] exposures and incidents that I'm aware of—-that I

don t even want to bother to. put on record--tnat make me express the f,f i
Judgment that 1 do. They're not important as 1 say He's Just bright -
as a11 get out; an extremely able, 1nte111gent. capab}e young man.  : e

And he may have served far better than I rea11zed But I Jusf .{

‘Say this: . the one th1ng that I noticed when he was press secretany '

- is that the press secretary looked "awfully good, and the President -

~ Jooked awfully bad, and that is not, in my opin1on, effectlve perfor« :

mance of the duties of the press secretary, you know. It may be there

- was no reason for the press secretary to Iook other than good, hut 1f :

1t is at the cost of the President--and you can go back and read the

articles, Just the way they were being wr1tten~-then something is wrong,

,somethwng is wrong. 1 just don't feel he deserves qu1te the credlt o

that he was g1ven by the press.

Bobby Baker and his ...

Bobby Baker was bright as can be.. A '
And well, we mentaoned -of course, Busby, who certaan]y ranks

very close to the tep of Presidential a1des and Senate aides., Cosh,

he worked for Mr. Jchnson, 1 thank, when he was in the House, for that

‘ matter. There were a Tot of other very, veny competent aldes who

worked w1th Vr Johnson.

2 >I be11eve you ment1oned Booth looney's name. o

‘Rjght. V. Hooney, and Bill Brammer,-Keh Belieu, Max Lehrer.. .

John\Conna!ly of course was an aide for a(period of time.

.But the oqes that, of course, I worked with, I shod]dn't forget.

-y A
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Pauline Poore, who is still working 1n the Senate Democrat1c Pol1cy :
Conm1ttee and trained all of us. She was--she wasn't then-—she S now ;
a 1awjer. But she's probab1y the most exper1enced and competent staff

person ‘in the whole Senate. of the Un1ted States; you knaw, she's

".obvlously not out in the front where people get aware of this and pub- g;:;
licize it. But I know this for a fact, ‘there just 1sn 't a soul alive “?fi*
who knows ﬁhe Senate, knows the legislative process any better than ::.i‘;“

"~Pau]ine. | . ,' - |

| Bobby Baker~-to get back to him, because he's obviously a man of
*'h1story, now--I met as a br1ght, brash a331stant secretary to the i
Minority Leader in the Senate. He: was under Skeeter Johnston~-who was R
another right ab]e, competent staff man up there. He rea11y wasn t
: Mr Johnson's staff man, but he was sort of on that team in 1953 3
when 1 went up to the-Senate.‘ I always sort of }1ked Bobhy in a way,
~and I always sort of didnft Tike him. «ﬂe was a pushing type,’and I'm |
a kind of retiring violet.;lgo we didn't really blend too weTj; but‘
when oarrpaths crossed,'we occasionally had some sharp words. 'Bobby
EOuld show the stee)rthat he has in him, and he.could‘show his todghnees;e

- and restivenes;. But really, by and large, we got a1ong well. ‘wéf'
were fr1ends. And I ]iked‘hih and I respeeted him.. He began to gro& .
up when he became secretary for the Ma30r1tj--after Skeeter became

. secretary to‘the Senate, he really began to work extremely we]l and
| hard in the job, which was an important job in itse]f v He real]y made
it a very, very important p051tion of power 1nf1uence in the Senate.
But during the t1me~that 1 was there, and during the time that Senator

QOnson was controlling and directing him, I don’t think he abused

28
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that power. I don't think he ever had ah oppbrtunity to, of haybe he -

had no 1nc]1nat1on to. Whatever happened thereafter, I certain1y am -

no expert on it, but I sensed even w1thout know1ng a]] of the facts

'that Bobby was whee11ng and dealing a b\t, and throw1ng h1s we1ght

around and exert1ng a bit of influence. He was a powerfu] guy to -

know, and he wasn't bashfu] ‘about letting people know that he was.

,_Beyond that, I can' t testify

A]though that means that Senator Johnson must have sensed these charac-  :;.'
teristics, too? _ : _
well, I certainly th1nk that . Senator Johnson sensed the ab1]1ty, and

the power, and the dynamism of the guy, and how all thoselth1ngs can’ '

“be channeled in constructive directions. Sometimes they can be

* channeled in not so constructive directions. Sure, I think without

any question, Mr.'Johnspnsreelized that he had quite a little powerhouse

on his hands there. He was a‘self-Starter and a fea] potentia] po]i-

_tician. Bobby always used to speak about going back to South Car011na o

and running for off1ce, and I thought he wou]d But I guessAhe neverx,“

got quite around to it.. He would have made one hell of member of -

Congress; 'n tel]vyou.

Is Mr. Johnson hard to work for? What's it like to work for hinz -

Well, it is hard to work for him.” He's not at all an easyvpersdh to |
communicate with His mind is very f]eet and very good He sort of

expects you to know what he's th1nk1ng alnost wi thout express1ag it.

After you get to work1ng with him, you reach that'stage where you almost

can anticipate him. As you khow; it's legend that he's got a sharp

29 -
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tongue with his staff and he has.

Did the staff members ever get used to that?

1 suppose some do and some don't. And 1t wasn 't rea]]y as bad as 1t s

been‘paintédfin‘some respécts, and then, I suppose, in other respects f g
it was worse, There weren't, really, that many occasions. What you

had was a man who rea]]y had never quite learned to contro] th1s j -H3“
tremendous power w1th1n h1m. Th1s, “for a lack of a better word temper,»: -
emotion, the well of desure and ambition, asp1rat1on, Just flowed out |
of him 1ike an explosive force. Whenever it was frustrated,vhevsort of
behaved like a youngster with a temper-tantrum, turn on us,vlash out . |
w1thout restraint. Not always, I ve seen h1m, on important th1ngs, when '

he was more restrained than Job h1mse1f. But on the lesser.

v’thjngs, that is where he would erupt 1ike a volcano and,?ash eﬁt with

some very colorful criticism. This is a great man, in my obinidn.' As-

I've said, you expect this sort of thing, it seems to me, from someone

who isn't motivated by a two-cylinder engine. And this guy is not.

Self-controlled péap]e'can be really very du]l; and it can be very

~ easy to control yourself if ydh haven't got much to control. [With]

this guy; it would have taken a thousand horses to control the

force of h1s feelings, at)var1ous times in h1s(11fe. I th1nk you have ’

to be aware of that

1 found th1s man a fasc1nat1ng man. I could get mad as he]] at

him; 1 cou]d get emot1ona]1y, really very affect1onate1y d1sposed toward

him. I was proud of him. On so many occas1ons, I can reca]1 tears

coming to my eyes when I saw h1m perform in what I knew was a selfless
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| and great manner in‘connection with certaih things that happened

onvthe floor'of‘the Senate. And, as I séy, I cou1d get .

JUSt as unhappy about h1s petuTant and almost 1ncred1b]y juven1]e

‘ behav1or when he lost contr01 of himse]f over s1tuat1ons that s1mply

d1dn t warrant 1t. But he was a man in a hurny. He is a man in.a

hurry; driving determ1nat1on, and every time he got 1nterfered w1th

the sparks flew. |  i :

~ Were you in any position to see if there was a change in that charac-

tefistic-over the years? He controi]ed himself better?

" No, I don't. .1 can't Speak. I never saw h1m lose his temper in .

the White House, because I wasn't there to see it.  Add really not

during the Vice P%esidentia] yeafs--I didn't have an opportunity to

see this; oh, maybe a couple of t1mes, a coup?e of occas1ons. I dnder~

“stand that it tempered a little, but bas1cally he wasn't going to

change. The world had to change. Why should he change? You know.

This is a tremendous guy.

I'mout of questions. Is ‘there anyth1ng else you would 13ke to put B

‘ | on this record? Would you essay an evaluation? . In effect, I think

. you just finished one up, but if you would like to formai]y eva]uate ,

the man?

Well, I wqulﬂ say this: that in termS of‘ihno?éting truly new difec-’
tiOns, new goals, new p011¢ies, new coufseé of human conduct, he woqu'
not rank at the top of American leaders, and I don't want to say
Pres1dents, because I haven't known the Presidents. In terms. of his - skx]i

as a leader, as a legislative leader and as a admin]strat1ve Teader,
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I doubt thai he has very many peers. 1 cah't thiﬁk of anyone who I
would rénk aéove‘him as a technician. I'm drawing a distinction, now,‘,,ji
betwezn a man who can come up w1th avnew concept 11ke Soc1a1 | |
Security, and a man who can make a Great Soc1ety s panoply of goa1s ; e
“become pretty close to a reality, even though he may not have deve]opedn}i_
the Job Corps 1dea or any of tﬁe var1ous eTements that were sort of

new in br1ng1ng about uhe attack on discrimination and the attack on.
poverty. His skills were in doing, real?y more than in be1ng creative

as a President.~ But once an idea has been dropped near h1m, I'11 tell
you, it becomes h1s., It grows. It deve]ops. It becomes rea11ty, -
vhere it might otherw1se simply die in the hands of 1esser k1nds of
people. | | ‘

1 don't know whether he has been stubborn and wrong abbuf Vietném,j
or stubborn and‘right. As far as all the kinds of issues that we will
eventually use to Judge him as a good or bad President, I,-at this
po1nt, could on}y say that my own feeling is that he's been veny good

’He s been aulot closer to being right than closer toAbe1ng wrong, as .
far as my own judgment is concerned, on Big issues. He produced a éué;
- tained period of improvement, not only in the ‘health of our economj,
- but in the hea}th ofvour‘society. Maybe what he did made .it possibie'j.
for thevNegf§es to become, in effect, rebellious and kick over the
- traces. Bécause they cou]dﬁ't do it until they codid'achieve enough
1ndepenaence,enough se]f—re11ance, and enough security to be abTe to -
Splt in the white man' s face, 11tera11y Andsure maybe. . . 1t had to be

done. And I think, in a way, I would cred1t our dlsturbances today to _ :‘
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him, in that construct1ve, not critical, sense.

1 would rank him as a great President. History will clear?y have
to rank him as a great President. And I'm sure that‘despite a basic
sense of 1nsecur1ty and infer1ority that. he has of h1mse1f, that he '

" knows that .he's a great President. He knows he did the best he cou]d.
and that h1s best is pretty damn good. “I'm sure he knows he has made

a m1stakes, I'm sure he regrets a number of things he' s done, but on

the whole and on balance, he wrote a pretty darn good record as Preswdent;, L

This is a forceful man. I don t know that I ever mentloned this on T |
the record. It's someth1ng that's not important and yet, it's symbo?1c -
and it's significant. - My wife is a very shy, sort of t1m1d person.
~ And T suspect that Mr. Johnson would be §urpfised if he heard this. We
“were in a'gréqp of frienes; oh, back in 1960. Maybe it was even before -
- that. And the conversation got around to this great charm that Senator ,v
Kennedy had with women;,that wbmenfjust f]ocked over hjm and he was "
just so irresistable. And Helene piped u§ and said, “f don't uhderstand
that." ’She had hetlSenator Kennedy She d1dn't know h1m well. 'And
 she real]y didn t know Mr._Johnson that we]l But she said, "The dif- -
ference 1!1 the masculine force of the two men is 11ke n1ght and day‘ '

One is a man, and the other is a boy." ,

 B: This is an appropriate ending spot.
'S: A good place to stop.
" B:  Yes. “

- [End of Tape 1 of 1 and Interview 1I]

ral Histories [NAID 24617781%] - http://discoverlbj.or'g/exhLbits/shbW’/foh/oh‘/" o
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