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RN INTERVIEW III |
| DATE: FEBRUARY 11, 1977

INTERVIEWEE: GERALD SIEGEL
" INTERVIEWER: ~  MICHAEL L. GILLETTE |
PLACE& | ' ‘Mr. Siegel's office in Washington, D.C.
- Tape l.of 1 -

S: As I have 1nd1cated Mike, I did not go. to work on the Hi]] as counse1‘\f e
for the Democrat1c Po11qy Comm1ttee until after the e]ect1on of '
‘Mr. Johnson as Democrat1c Leader and my reco]?ect1on is, unt1] after R

‘ most of the commwttee ass1gnments‘had been made So your f1rst three
1tems I have noth1ng rea]]y to say much about. | | | ’}

On item four, LBJ' s unan1mous consent po]1cy, I do have th1s to
contr1bute.. This was not something that he adopted necessar11y for hi:i:“
the Pe1icy Committee. xTh1s goes back, jn my recol]ect1on,fto‘when I -

. hfiret met him and first went to work fbrhim'indirectly at the
Prepare&neésblnvestigating Subcemmittee in 1950, when. we issued‘fort34
odd reports. He wou]dn t issue one unless it was unan1mous we'had )
unanimous Democrat1c and Repub]1can support fbr every one of those
Preparedness report;. ;I don’t even recall a consc1ous—-because we

R isSued hothingtfn ﬁriting—épe]icy of Unenimity for Ppiiey Cemmittee.:p

"He e1ways Seught to get pnenimity.'?That;probab1j.was the'hallmark'of.'
Mr Johnsoh. When he was runn1ng for election, he really wanted |
100 percent, and anything short of that was a great blow to h1s
deswres., Ihthlnk probab]y that on anything ma30r, unless,there were
no real serious objeetions, he wouldn't come ppt of Po]icy Committee
with any decision. He wou]d‘hatt'unti] he had removed one or tQO' ‘
serious deubts that sehators might have had. 'Ih’that sense,'unenimity,

yes, but as a formal thing, no. For the most part, §chedu]ing . ..
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there weren't any voteS‘; It was done largely by ﬁeetinds.‘ This N ‘
| was not done dur1ng the years '53-'54, because we were in the minority. |
| Schedu11ng was done by the Repub11cans, who were in the majority. s
In terms of our pos1tion on scheduling, you Just raised the bl]IS,‘"¥::;;
- discussed them, [would] see if anybody had any real prob]em about the1r k

' belng brought up on the f]oor, and [would] act accordingly. ,He.dldn t. BRI

: take‘voteé- do we or do we not schedule this? It Just was, ”I’d Tike . ‘;,;f_

to schedule thIS at this time," or Knowland or Taft wou1d Tike to, "doesj o
:\anybody have any obJection?“. If»they djd, they would d1scuss'it, but "j»i :
it was Targely a matter of h1s.convéyingvthe Repﬁblicans' desires énd ‘
.~ finding out whether h1s P011cy group was amenable to the1r plans dur1n§«" ‘
~the mxnor1ty period, '53-'54 . ( ‘ N N A
‘ I th1nk I must have m1ssed the 1953 Rule 22 fzght if 1t began at
’~the time: that the Senate was organ1zed because I wasn t there
G: Yes, I think. [it was] one of the first events of the—-
‘ _S:  0f course, . Nayne Morse s seattng at that time . . . you're r1ght in
your notes here that it was, 1n Mr. Johnson's view, a Republican =
. problem, because he had not becOme‘a'Démocrat. He was}an indépendeﬁt'
~ and tﬁe RépubTicans were the méjority in the Senaté,‘so I,donft_thihk .
Morse evén'askéd to be seéted as a Democrat. That happgﬁed in '55,
”'when the Democrats became a maaor1ty | -
I' don't recall anyth1ng spec1a] about Pr1ce Ban1e1 3 seatlng and
dff1ce space.  Walter Jenkins would know more about that I' m sure.
| The Hurley-Chavez e]ect1on contest I had nothing to do wwth and
I 51mp1y have no recol]ect1on about it. 1 remember it went on.
I do remember. Shlvers visit vaguely, because I was Just gett1ng ﬁ

my feet on the ground at that time. I think there was a reception




- LBJ Presidential Library : ORAI{HISTORY TRANSCRIPT . More on LBJ Library oral hlstorles .
http://www.Ibjlibrary.org Lyndon B. Johnson LibPaky Oral Histories [NAID 24617781] c http //discoverlbj. org/exhlblts/show/loh/oh
Y. P .

~

| Gera]d( SiégeL--—III--B

~ that I probably Qeet to, but I‘just don’ttheve anytﬁiné signiticent,
that stands out. VI know that Johnsen at that'time;,as I am Sure you .
know, was’running for reeiectien in '54 alreadp, ehd Shivers‘was a |
very potent enemy, a potent3a1 candidate aga1nst him for all he knew.
He was treating h1m w1th deference but w1th d1gn1ty.- I think he was."‘

'scared of h1m, but at the same t1me .'. . I th1nk he respected him.

- - _——— SO - e niem i G ¢ e S+ A a3 2 s s i X e Rt 2 s~ e e o A s

.1n some sense, and in others he perhaps d1dn t I never real]y got to know

either Shivers or Johnson's att1tude toward h1m, but he was a pretty o
: ab]e guy. My recollect1on is, for all h1s faults, th1s was a guy of
Vrreal ab111ty Johnson always had a sense for that and respect for 1t
I don't recal] President Truman's v1s1t at that t1me ‘1do
"recall, of course, the discovery that Senator Taft had term1na] cancer
and went.very fast. He started out the sess1on hea1thy and seemlngly
strong and yfporous, and I guess by May he was gone. .
G: Senator Taft and Senator Johpson seemed to have arrivedvat'a'number
| of understand1ngs with regard to how they—- ‘ | | | ;‘
VS: ’They worked very well. 1 think there was a mutua] respect and
| ,‘regard, and there was trust. Each of them, I th1nk fe]t that their L,
- words were re]iabie. As you perhaps have Tearned the ear]y pol1cy
~ that .Johnson adopted in '53 was responsible oppos1t1on. There wasn' tt.
any Jump1ng into. . . . I remember one--I th1nk you may heve it’down‘f”‘
on your list later on--when the Astin fight came up, and I was sort of
; Agung ho about making it a partisan f1qht. 0f course, h1s w1sdom '
cautioned “go-s1ow,“ and he was absolutely right. Throughout that year,
‘he picked_his positions carefully. 1 think he reeognized, pne, that '
ypu had a very popular President at that time, Eisenhower,eand that

'the-worst‘thing that could happen for the Democrats was,to,get bloodied
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and lose a lot of skirmishes with him in'the Senate. ‘439 wene jUSt'

beginning to see day]1ght out of Korea and gett1nq the=- behind us, __‘75“

. and 1 th1nk he wanted to see some constructive, pes«'u:vs:g,-»i per1ods Of

cooperat1on.

‘I'get the impression that when Knowland took over;yit'ﬁﬁ?Ok a‘faw“;,;.f;ri;

éxperienées with LBJ before Know]and;rea1i2ed that he é¢9“75"'ttqut'ff S

f\bulidoze over the minority -

Knowland was an 1nterest1ng man. I a]ways respected h i honesty and

his candor, but he was never a match for Johnson, intel ,actually or

‘ otherw1se.‘ He had no real p011t1ca] antennae that weré:’e11ab1e.z o

- He was always getting ‘his foot in his mouth and h]S boﬁﬁzm“ pianted

o on the most r1d1cu1ous po1it1ca1 1ssues r1ght up to thé: 9o1nt where

he left the Senate to run for the governorsh1p, ran on *he wrong

1ssues, and got himself defeated Strange gquy, but kird Of an attract-

-ive guy. I think Johnson enJoyed work1ng with h1m, because he COU]d

-‘pretty well manage him. He was never a threat, but the’e was a TOt tO -

respect in Knowland.

You may reca11 that when he was Leader and he foun4 h1mse1f in-

4oppos1t1on to E1senhower's pol1c1es, he turned over the 1eadersh1p
_chair and went back and took a seat 1n the rear of the rhamber.‘ S

forget; it may have been on the 1ssue of executive aoreﬁWEﬂtS the ‘ -

Bricker Amendment for all I know, or it may have come Aown the pike

later when he was M1n0r1ty Leader. But he was the Republ1can Leader. |

" He was a man of principle [but] a strange man, a bull in a ChT“a ShOP-_

The style of the two men was so different. A |
Of course, Johnson dominatéd_this whole period from '53 to, really,

'60. With the interruption of '59, I was there in '60 s9ain. JOhﬁFOnfS :
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~ performance as Senate Democratic Leader was really virtuoso. He
\just dominated the whole scene. Even Dirksen, who was pretty slick,

“was not really a match for nim. Knowland c1ear1y wasn't.

‘Well, foreign policy. “

What I'm wonder1ng here is: was it'genuine1y bipartisan; br was itlrj*_;;;;"

A

simp1y 1nform1ng the m1nor1ty Democrat1c 1eadersh1p after dec1s1ons o .

had been made?

" an opinion on that. I thInk that fbrelgn p011cy 1ssues dur1ng the
- year '53 were relat1ve1y 10w-prof11e, and there was no occasion to ,‘"
| get conflict going. So in that sense, it was genuinely bipart1san. D

}The Yalta Reso]ut1on the Status of Forces Agreement

The Bricker Amendment' the newspapers built 1t up, and I suppose

"'1t was, for 1nte11ectuals a major th1ng It probably wou]d have been

-

- @ step backward had 1t been adopted. Johnson played a-maaor role in

defeating it. He persuaded Walter George to 1ead the f1ght aga1nst it.

Tom Hennings cou]d never have won it a1one. Br1111ant as he was he |

egust didn't have the c?out in the Senate.~ He 1ed the f1ght but he

’ ecou1dn t have_won 1t.v Interest1ng1y enough h1stony replays UnderNixon

“the Eisenhower pem’od', you know. Executive agreements became rather .

popu1ar during Nixon's period; It depends on whose execut%vefagree~ '

ments are be1ng gored, I guess.

Rec1proca1 trade: A1bert Gore is my reco]1ect1on of the man

" that led rea]ly that whole 1egislat1ve fight. 1 don t remember any-;

thing about change in the personne1'or size df'the Tariff Commission.

The Customs Simplification Bill was, from my Standpoint, routine.

“Tecan't honest]y tell you that I have endughlinformation to expres§<iz T

. the Democrats found themse'l veson the’ Repub] ican side of that i ssue,dun‘ngv IR
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~pales by comparison with those rea]]y 1mportant ]eglslat1ve matters i~‘:* N

' that i got 1nvolved in. There were a lot of other thwngs._,“ '

~that later.
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I $uppose those who were interested in,it_didn‘t regard it that way..f‘i

- The CheeSé Amendment I must say I don't‘remémber at all. ‘The ":Q' L

Refugee Rellef Act . . . you know, all of these occup1ed 1mportant

scenes at the time, but I mark my seven years, seven. sess1ons, in

| the Senate by highlights such as the Civil nghts Act of '57, the~rf~ﬁ1jfff”

P S, et

. - — - . — et 23 o

1 remember some th1ngs about the unfortunate Commun1st Control

“Act in '54, wh1ch you have on the next ‘sheet, but It 11 te]l you about ~j‘f<°5

Abol1t1on of the RFC: " there was a Cértain amount of Demccratic~rA..a.'
°PP°S1t10n, bUt T think most people recognlzed that its day had come.

It wasn't. any Tonger rea11y needed, and you had a number of other

1nst1tut1ons and organ1zat1ons that were designed to‘f11] the_financia] :"'

" role the RFC had fi]led E Burﬁie [Burneﬁ] Maybank probab]y led the

flght aga1nst abol1sh1ng it, and I don't really remember that. ,

He had rubber plant facilities being disposed of, and I guess we

had some aluminum p]ants that had to be d1sposed of a!so, and that I o

- reca]l Anyway, 1 know I got’ 1nvolved in wr1t1ng some amendments on (}7

the floar for Maybank on the Rubber Plant Fac111t1es b11] These

were Just relatively minor th1ngs, at least from my standpo1nt ‘I‘v

- didn’ t get 1nv01ved in the major dec1s1ons._'

Small Business Adm1n1strat1on Blll-temporary controls' I don't

remember be1ng 1nvo1ved in 1t Wage and price contro]s' I didnt

have anything much to do with that..

Farm Bill: you know, your parenthet1ca] there [ "(HHH gets he]p |
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from Russell)"] is very interesting. because one of the things that
“Johnson did asea‘mark of his philosophy qf 1eaderehip was to‘get the
unalikes to werkvtogether on'common goals and teach them‘that they-n

,cou]d d1sagree and st111 be effect1ve col]eagues when they were 1n ,V

P N R R TR

agreement. Th1s was one of those occas1ons. Russe]] and Humphrey got

e o S et s b S i + S b i e s+ i >

o ito know each other It wasn t that they Just worked on a farm b111 :
vtogether. They got to know each other and respect each other, so that iv'
.when a c1§11 rights b111 came down the pike, they weren 't drawwng i :fft )

“swords and muskets and standing off gust f1r1ng at w111 They werer
“ w1111ng to talk thh one another on it. ' o
,Gzi. Do you cred1t LBJ as’ havmng gotten those twe together?
S:" 1 do. I think not Just those two, but Douglas and Sparkman and
| ' McC]eTlan and Stennis and Humphrey and Proxmire, when he came a]ong, G
| and Dxck Neuberger, who was kind of a re]ative]y young rad1ca1 in |
~ the eyes of the conservattve members of the Democrats in the Senate
‘\Johnson went out nf his way to br1ng them together, force them into
. situations where they had to work together, to get to know each other..‘;'
VAVIt paid off because when he rea]]y needed votes, where you d1dn t H
- ~get them 31mp1y by persuasion but [by] appea]xng to peop]e as 1qya1
‘-iDemecrats, this he]ped Hell's Canyon issues, th1ngs of that k1nd
where people voted aga1nst‘the1r conv1ct10ns ?.* ;‘not strong convic-
tions, because I don't think enyone cou1d nersuade anyone rea}]y'ever h
tovdo that. But Where it was an issue that they would have voted
‘aga1nst but he asked them to vote for because 1t was an Impurtant
Democratic 1ssue, it was easier to get them to do that, because they
no longer fe1t that men 11ke Humphrey and Morse end,Proxm1re and

- Neuberger had horns, and vice versa. It worked the other Way, too.
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The Northern and Western liberals began to see that the Southern ‘
-‘conservatlves and Western conservatIVes were men of prlnc1p1e, men of
, good will, men that they ‘conld work with and who were ent1t1ed to S
the1r support, That was just the kind oﬁ’general resuI; of h1s;]eaders‘j | o
"ship. 'You.don't‘nent to talk about that. TheSefbi]Ts; 1 just dontte-
’G:} Let'me turn off the machine. | | | | |
~ (Pause in record1ng ) 7 '
l‘fS; | I'm afraid I don't remember much about it, and 1 don't remember 1t
with. c]arity, but I know I had prepared a research memo on the Bricker
"TAmendment for Senator Johnson.. Then he called me into a meet1ng that
was go1ng on between hlmself, Bill. White, and walter George. I sat |
~ and watched one of those reaI]y stellar performances of persuas1en that ; ;'.
he was so capable of with the dean of the Senate, in many ways and part1c-A? .
' u]arTy on foreign re1at1ons matters and const1tut1ona] issues, Walter :

e George was st111 a form1dab1e quy. He was gett1ng a 11tt]e old but. . . .“?

e o

I sat there and witnessed Johnson, with just a qu1ck read1ng

"of a memo, talk to the substance of the issue and persuade Na]ter |

. George that he shou]d not lead a ma331ve f1ght in favor of. the Br1cker ffﬁv‘”h

_'Amendment R - | | ;D | i |

G:“f Was it purer a substantive argument or d1d he use emot1on and flattery -
| and all of the th}ngs that--? 'A . o
8 1 w1sh I cou]d recall 1t but 1t s Just too long-ﬁyou know, zt'

- twenty-four years ego, and I simp]y can't. 1 know ‘that it was a rapid-
fire:lalmost uninterrupted mOnolague; It wasn’t a giue-and take’Qiscus4 ‘
sion, It was the Senator expressing just about every point of view that
he’ thought would be effective. I'm sure he probably went back and talked 4(’

‘Habout how Wa1ter George s mother and father mlght feel,
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" 6: What was George's reaction to all of this? | .
S: 'Ne11; as I say, he was kind of’receptive and respopséve tp the peint p l ’:“
pf ﬁiew. I don't recall that he commi tted himself on that occas1on. .
~but then he Tater did on the floor. He supported Johnson on 1t. SRR
G: " Could LBJ carry off one of these th1ngs without mek1ng thejother feflpw_f';;;#
O feel ‘offended? | | - .jp,:.';‘:A'i“‘
S: He could and he couId not W1th some peop]e. he offended them. A
o There's no question about it. He made 2 lot of enemies. Hxs styie eff??ﬂf3ﬁ““
was appreciated . . . and it varied. I thwnk you have tp recogn1ze V'?f"tn
“that this performance was repeated so many t1mes and in so _many d1fferent
"contexts that it got to be touchy, 1t got to be resented fa1r]y'deep1y, o
and sometimes he wasn t as good as others. He was a 11tt1e und1p¥omat1c,.
so he ruff1ed feathers. | .
. But by and 1arge, it was not these occas1ons of appea] and persua— f'
sion when he a11enated peop]e.v I th1nk that was- dene by other , |
 dec1s1ons he had to make. He had to deny people comm1ttee assignments |
they wanted; he had tp withhold support occa51ona11y that they wanted‘
for certa1n pet proaectS‘ a 1ot of envy, clear, pure and s1mp1e resent- 2,?;a:;
~ ment because he .was where he was and they were where they were, clash ;
of persona11t1es, d1fferencesA1n makeup. It was aust, I thxnk the 'tﬁ‘
‘pr1ce of 1eadership If you‘ape’going to be a leader, you re Just
going . . . for examp]e, ‘the long years of leadership of Mike Mansfier
Aa contrast He didn't make enem1es, but he didn't lead, rea]]y. He |
was k1nd of a coord1nat0r He was a guy who kept the pack together N

1~nn1y ina sort of . e e nonconstruct1ve sense., It was se1dom that

| he cou]d rea]]y take an issue and go out and build a campaign and w1n

it. In fact M1ke s ph11osophy, I th1nk, ,
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was, "It's my ro1e as Leader to make 1t poss1b]e for every senator
to do what he wants to do." , o
- of course, Johnson 3 fee11ng was that a ]eader ought to part1c1- h
pate in the formation of each senator s views on 1ssues and h1s vot1ng
pos1t1on.» u  A  o ; , .; S
G: Do you remember the recommifté] of the Taftéﬂartiey Amendmenf thet' =  >’"‘
' Senator Go]dwater had offered? Thvs was a case where LBJ managed to ;‘ |
get the Southern Bemocrats as well as the Northern 1?bera1 Democrats :f, :

to vote together to defeat that amendment. | | v‘ -

S: : -Yes. These were the occasions when he would act in a partisan way. ,

He was abTe to persuade memebers of the Senate to vote aga1nst the1r ; ;'

’ 'persona1 v1ews~—not the1r deep conv1ct1ons,vl m sure, but the1r "

persona’l preferences would have been to g0 the other way on that k1 nd of an.

[ - -

| issue.. He wou]d have appealed to them on part1san grounds, why th1s
"was 1mportant to get so-and-so ree]ected perhaps, who after all was -
a Democrat. And if we were going to get the majority, you know, 1t
'1took Northerners as we]] as Southerners. ‘The klnds of arguments that
he wou]d use would not necessarily go to the mer1ts.: In fact where?
~he knew that he was ta1k1ng to someone who d1sagreed on the mer1ts, he |
'f didn't tny, that was s111y. He d1dn t try to persuade him.( Nhat you
vvdid was appeal‘tb them on ether considerations which m1ght’overweigh
their fee11ngs on the mer1ts, and that's what he did. : |
G: -Here he even got George Malone and Bil1l Langer to vote w1th h1m. |
-8 Of course, that wasn't too difficult in those,days. ThereAwere rebegade',
Repub]ieans, and of course, Malone was in ﬁcCarran's bbcket.7 If you ‘
had McCarran with ybu you had Ma]one I'm sure you've heard the stories

about when Senator McCarran waTked on the floor and "Mo]iy" Ma]one was

1 .
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Speaking, and Nccarran wanted him to stop. A]]'he had to'do was‘i;f* o
walk over and go like that (mot1on), and Malone would stop in mid-

| ~ sentence and s1t down. ‘ | o k_ - ;:
6: Was it true? o o . o ‘a:i'? i:’H !Pﬁ’e;;:“t;”

.St vit's‘the truth. Iive ﬁatched it. It was sort of a d1sgracefu1 th1ng

in a way, but this was the kind of power McCarran had over Malone. *;5"i‘Vf”
And Malone wasn t rea11y very br1ght. ‘1 guess he wasn't as dense as_thihiff?
: peop'le say, but-—-— , , _ _’ | A | .
G: Did LBJ make any spec1a1 efforts to keep Langer from vot1ng with the
Republicans. on a lot of occas1ons? ' T ‘ |
S: h ‘Oh yes, he kept a fr1end1y line out to him all the t1me. He kept a ;E'; ’
line of communication, and he wou]d do 11tt1e favors for h1m. Nhen h .
Langer wanted a bill brought up, if it didn’ t meke‘that much dtfference; '
we'd bring it up; He’d'tell‘me to get it and make sure we cdu]dtr
- get 1t on the caiendar. - ,.
G:  There was an 1nd1cat1on that he let Langer keep a 11tt1e subcommittee
cha1rmansh1p or something Tike that. 3 o o, , |
S:w " He probab1y did. That was a small pr1ce to pay for h15 support. ’He '
was a pretty tough character B e
Now let's see, we re in '54. ‘ : .
G: That Gore Amendment you may remember somethtng on;von‘the;ReeiprocaI :
Trade extens1on. ‘ o
S:‘ I just vaguely remember that' because 1 dwdn t part1c1pate in the -
~ trade agreement 1eg1s]at1on., Gore had a very good staff. Of course, '
I think he was clearly the dominant person on the trade agreement. '
Which Gore amendment? Was this to extend the Reciprocal Trade

- authority of the President?

S 5 R
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G I assume that S-- | .
’S: _ That's what it wou]d have been I suppose.
| Hell, it was a m1xedAbag, as you can see. VI Just tan't shed
any real light on it. z | T , “,
~St. Lawrence Seaﬁay 1 réﬁember That was a 1ggg'batt1e, but I ,
'_1don 't think that had anything. to do wlth pub11c power versus pr1vate R
| power. The St. Lawrence Seaway didn't have any power aSpects to 1t ;
; as much gs,it had waterway. . . . It seems to me--I may be overTooking
something; but this waS'the déve]hpment pf,locks so that you could - .
ireach the Midwestern-Central part of the nation bthayFOf the Atiahtic ‘
':without go1ng through the Gulf ports or the Atlant1c-Eastern COast ports. tf~v
It seems to me .that that was the problem. What you had was your | ﬁ
eastern seaports, ‘your Gulf seaports saylng, "Look, 1f you build the ‘
‘Seaway, you re tak1ng bu51ness away from us." I don t remember a
l power 1ssue in that at all I could be wrong about that.
Johnson: was not in the forefront of statehood for Hawa11 and
'A1aska but I think at the time clearly 1t wou]d never have come about
w1thout his help. He Jjust wasn't one of the men pushing for it at the
beginning. Now at the twme that 1t f1na11y went through he was a |
strong, strong»supporter. You know, 1t had overtones of civil r1ghts.‘
,Bringing~two more‘states in meant to Southern sehators thatrtheirv
, ahility to ff]ib&ster the Fair Employment Acbuéndirnthdsedays thisw?s
stlll 2 very live and fr1ghten1ng 1$sue to them--would be d11uted

So they were inc11ned to be agaInst th1s. hwth.all the arguments of non-

contiguity, gssent1a1?y, four more votes against the f1111buster was
3 the way they looked upon Hawaii and Alaska,.primari1y; and also, I

suppose they recognized that these were not likely to be financfa?iy“’

12
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contr1but1ng states, that def1c1t spend1ng would be 1ncreased 1f you o

Mr. Johnson's m1nd in those days.
The Oppenhe1mer thing,as a Policy Committee I think we d1d not

part1cu1ar1y get 1nvo]ved in. I watched 1t I cou]d be wrong, hut Vf'

B do you have any record of Mr. Johnson - saylng anyth1ng at a]]? :

I don't think [sa] It was a nasty, d1fficu1t comp]ex th1ng. We o e
Just stayed away from 1t. o : '3 A 'd‘.' ' o

You say that the Senator named Paul Douglas chalrman of the

'.'Q Jo1nt Committee on the Economic Report. I don't reca]] how that would R

have come about, because ord1nar11y the Leader didn't appo1nt cha1rmen. "

, Are you sure that' S .. .? I'm sure he would have taken a strong hand o

in his becom1ng the cha1rman of that committee 1f he were nat Just hy

'sen1or1ty, in Tine to get it. That's what I don' t rememher, because ,V B

ord1nar1]y in those days, cha1rmansh1ps went by sen1or1ty unless you

voted aga1nst it.

1 be11eve this. refers to the occas1on on whxch Doug]as wanted to go on }

»

,<the Finance Committee, -and Harry Byrd d1dn t want him on the F1nance

Comm1ttee

This was a way of keeping'him,Off Finance. In those days, there were ..

a lot of reasons for assignments, reasons of that kind. This may have -

~ been that, I don't recall. And let me say this. Much of the political

infighting of that kind I wasn'thpfivy to. I think Johnson treated me

rather as kind of a legislative counsel. Hé Tooked to mé‘for a iof of

things, but not political. ‘He used to tell meoften about how bad my

;pd]iticéljudgment w&s.’

o3
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I see you've got a lot of things in here. I remember the night
that Jehnson won the primary in '54 The f1rst man to get up and |
congratulate h1m in the Senate was Go]dwater. - o 't

Famm 1egi$1&t’°"' I never did get invoived tco much and Mr.;;!;etjteyiii

Johnson never”did either. ‘He just 1ooked to Humphrey and Russe]l . “and.

' ATalmadgelateron. TalmadgegotelectedzleSé.;InIQSS theSenatorbroughtusﬁuJ:

- together and sa1d he wanted us to try to work on a new. farm b111

 never succeeded but Senator Talmadge and I d1d work together very R

c]ose]y, because he became a member of the Calendar,tommtttee.; I got

to know him and respect him. He is one very,'very able guy;

Now, the Atomic Energy Act f1ght of '54 was very much a pub11c L

versus priVate power f1ght among»a 1ot of other th1ngs Then it got'

,‘bogged down ‘in the D1xon-Yates h1nt of 1mpropr1ety, “and that comp11cated ,

th1ngs But agaxn, T was an observer more than a particapant 1n that.
The Formosa Reso]ut1on was adopted at th1s p01nt but I don't see.
it on th1s Tist. |

The COmmunist Contrbl Act was an interesting episode. You know

1 that this started as an anti- 1abor bill coming out of a Republican- ‘

dom1nated Labor Comm1ttee.v There were some Poltcy sessions on ”How

. fdo you defeat it?" because 1t ‘was tough You had a IOt of Democrats

who were anti-labor. Put them together with Repuh11cans and 1t was

‘pretty c]ear that what you were go1ng to get was a very tough ant1~

tlabor bill. So Johnson got the strangest participants: Humphrey,

Judge Musmanno, Martin Dies from the House side. What we did was . put | ‘
together. what .1 suppose we thought might just plain kill the b1]1 but o
it turned out the other way. We dec1ded not to make it anti- Tabor but

anti- communlst, S0 we out]awed the Commun1st Party just pure and s1mp1e

-
-~
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" Really no one seriously thought it would become law, but by gosh,

it did. It's been sort of troub]esome for Humphrey. AHe has‘had to

‘ apo]oc1ze and exp1a1n that for years. It was des1ghed to convert an’

anti- labor b111 into an ant1—communist bill that everyone could vote ‘

- for. Actua]ly, "85-0," you‘d better check that My reco13ect1on 15 - A
~ that a man named McCarran voted against 1t. because he thought 1t was

' unconstitut1ona1

Who thought of 1t, do you know’

1 cou]dn t tell you. You know, it was the kind of thing that emerged

out of a number of discussions with a number of people. I woqu 11ke [:
to say‘Mr. Johnson, bnt | QOhft thihk so. I just cou}dn t cred1t<h)m

with it direct]y; I*ﬁ sure it wasn't Humphrey. It,might(haVe‘been,Martin
Dies or Musmann0~and‘Johnson recoghizedfits . They'hou1d have done
it because they wanted to do it; he would have done it because it served
the principa] purpose of making it possible for Democfats to vote for a

bi11 that they really ought not vote for otherwise, This wasieesentfal]y o

" the purpose of the conversion or the eddition to it. It ‘really was.

They were able to get out some of the prov1s1ons that wou]d have been

very troub]esome to labor organ1zat1ons by doinq that o

‘Do you want to sk1p over this Western Speak1ng Tour?

This aga1n was, I think, the beqznn1ng of Mr. Johnson's thought of the
1956 nom1nat1on. I think he recognized that his strength would have

to come from the West and Southwest and he was qoxng to help. Of‘

course, he also recognized that it wasn't going to be the state grass-

roots Democratic organizations from which he could expect support; it
would have to be from the congressional organizations. So he was there
making friends by helping them get elected.

15
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“.' conservatives. He was not load1ng the comm1ttee with Democrats already

S:

_Now, you talked about the McCarthy censure in your earlier interview.

‘n;appo1nt Ed Johnson, John Stennis, and Sam Ervin The on]y answer I
- can give, and I' m not certa1n of it, is that Stenn1s and Ervin were g

':both former Judges. ATso, they were both veny re11able, obv1ousA5:nh} 'fh

. against You weren't going to w1n th1s fight: agalnst Joe McCarthy if -

: I th1nk he was not going to run aga1n. and he was a close s w

ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT : o ' More on LBJ lerary oral hlstorles S
Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781} . . http //dlscoverlbj org/exh|blts/shawfloh/ohz_t-g.w: =

Gerald S‘iege]--IH.,,;]ﬁ IR

Well then, if I've covered it, there's no reason to go over 1t aga1n," o

: There is a quest1on that you raise here about why did Senator Johnsonvf:{ .

you put Wayne: Morse and Hubert Humphrey and people Tike that on the 77 ig:ih:

. committee.

. Ed Johnson was acceptable, I th1nk to liberal Democrats as we]l
as conservat1ve. He was kind of the old dean of the Senate. |

He was ret1r1ng, too, I think.

Ny fr1end of Senator Johnson. | th1nk I've ment1oned to you that he asked o

me to he]p Ed. In fact I recall Ed Johnson sa1d he wou]d onIy do 1t : iﬁ

§f I would help him, or some such thing. He said he d1dn.t want to work -

that hardi so I didshelp; I wrote his portion of the report; Of course,

it wasn 't the hear1ngs and it wasn't the report it was Senator McCarthy s

own stup1dity that succeeded in gett1ng him censored ‘When he started
attacking Bennett and Watkins, that ended it;; He lost every‘veSt1ge of

supports

" Did you ever hear of LBJ tny1ng to appo1nt an Irlsh Cath011c Democrat1c ',

senator to that censure commi t tee?
I did not. I suppose a 1ot of people have specu1ated that he might have

wanted to ask Senator Kennedy to serve just to embarrass him and to

: crlpple him politically, but I don't think so. -In fact, the Senator

S ,15:\: E
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wasn't there. He was having back troubles and was in,thevhdspitai.

~ He did try to appoint Senétor George and Senator Russell, and‘neitherf ':
~ one of those-- S _ o v
They probably refused to serve. And I th1nk he wanted Mcc1e11an, he K

probably talked to John McClelIan. You see, he used these o]der leaders»‘}.

as counse1ors all the t1me, and not ‘only as counse]ors. He had the .;

wisdom to know that if he talked with them early, that they wnuld be S

100 percent.,-

- I want to ask you one other qUestion hére D1d you get any 1nd1cation

during the McCarthy f1ght that his relations with Senator Symington

cooled somewhat? .

Oh, I saw that question. They did cool. |
Sym1ngton favor1ng a-more outspoken oppos1tlon to McCarthy?

That may have been a sort of beg1nn1ng, because they had been very

there to support him 1ater, even though they m1ght not agree w1th h1m fj‘:"

close friends. 1 I have a]ways held the vzew that the real reason for DR

cooling was that they were competlng for the same ass1gnment and

o ”iat that time was not real]y too good I think he hurf himsélf Where

he cou]d have become the front runner. for the Democrat1c n0m1nation,

‘ evetythlng else was 3ust secondahy. Now ‘maybe Symington's performance iﬂ'

he booted it. His 1nab111ty to articulate strongly at~the M;Carthy ~;‘ ;‘L

hearings resulted in his just kind of'passihg an opportunity to win

a lot of publih,suppoft. But as far as;irfitatihg Johnson, I don'tL‘v'

“think so. I don't remember that it did, in any event. I think that

~ when they realized that they were both running for President, there )

just had to be a cooling off. They were contestants, and they were
right down to 1960; They were contesting for the vice presidency; -

17
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not rea]]y, because Mr. Johnson wasn't. . . . I think he was not.
I say this genuxne]y- "1 think he rea11y had no thought of becomlng
- a vice-pres1dent1a] cand1date until Kennedy suggested 1t or somebody o |
v,suggested it. T don't th1nk it was Phi} Graham, but. that s what Ph‘14gi
~ Graham said. | . s PR
,'G:“( Shall we go on tot'SS'now?‘ L : o ;
s: Ai1(right. We can soend a few minutes‘on this. Idion‘tfgo.through t
this entirely. ' | BERti s
Now, here's where I th1nk for the f1rst t1me, Johnson had an »-'
- opportun1ty to estab]xsh the po]1qy of new senators gett1ng one good |
“major committee ass1gnment before pass1ng out other assignments to the o
older senators. .
G He himself moved from Commerce to Flnance o S
- S: “vAga1n, that wou]d have been to block, probab]y, a person that they
felt m1ght be troub1esome on some issues on the Finance Committee.
‘In all candor, I suppose at that time dep]et1on allowance wou]d have o
been one of the motivating factors, because that meant a lot-tq
Mr. Johnson's constituents. -He didn't do much for them‘othefwise."
xmmwmwwwﬁMammmw,“mummm
’was a be1ievef.. I think he'd probably, if he wene here today, wou]d.
say, twell yon re freez1ng your balls off because you've taken away o
all the incentives for people to 9o out and find new fuel"t |
' Gs I'm sure he felt a good deal of compet1t1on from the DNC and the ADA.
St Yes. It was during this '54 . . . I’don t know, maybe it starteq_.-
- earlier than that, when the National Committee set up ‘an édvisony gfouo

. and asked Mr. Ra_ybom and Mr. Johnson to serve onit. It might have been ,

©18
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ear]i er,in '53 Iguess it was¥ I ean‘t remember. They refused to serve. £
They felt that it was 1mproper for the congressiona1 leadership to
be members .of a non-congress1onal adv1sory group to the Congress

. They sa1d,'“F1ne,‘you go ahead." They weren 't very happy about 1t

" There was a real brouhaha Aga1n, it was essent1a1]y a d1fference

in the party makeup. The National Committee at that t1me was dis-. _ibi"?" a

erganized It'had 1ost the election. It d1dn t have rea11y much
strength other than Congress, and the congress1ona1 leaders weren t
about to share their’ power with the Nat1ona1 Comm1ttee, is what it
'V'reaﬂly amounted to, I th1nk. They certa1n1y saw the po11t1ca1 1ssues’
- d1fferent1y, but on the whole they kept shak1ng hands and they kept
fr1end1y There wasn ta comp]ete ‘rupture.
‘Gz In early '55, LBJ went to the Mayo Clinic to have a k1dney stone '
operat1on. 1 beTieve you 1nd1cated that you drove-- . _
~S:  Yes, it was e1ther the first or the second tr1p that ! reca]l go1ng
out to the a1rport w1th Tommy Corcoran 1n Senator Johnson's 11mous1ne l
to meet him on h1s return we went back to his house on 30th Place.v“
In fact, it must have been the second one, because he dropped his |
~ pants and showed us that steel- corset that he was wear1ng at that t1me. -
B: k,That would have been the second one. ' '
. S: .‘It would have been the second tr1p, because I remember his do1ng that : o':
. in the 11v1ng room. ' |
The ride back was largely taken up with Tommy ta]k1ng about the
political prospects of the '56 nom1nat10nrfor Mr. Johnson as hefthen :
Saw ft, which sort of fascinated me because I didn't really know any-

thing about if; T just listened with my eyes open, probably my mouth
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open, too. It was obv1ous that they were 100k1ng down the road '
What was Senator Johnson s reaction to this? |
Interest, but at the same t1me, as 1 recal] he was really veny

reserved and veny'unresponsive I thank he was listening and o

- acknowledglng, but I don't think he was be11ev1ng.; Well, I don’ tv?*y"“’y;g

know. I can't remember now how the report that Tommy was‘makingkie.';,;ﬁl"

_went, whether it was encouraging or discouraging“'I”ha§e’alway5':

believed that at some early poxnt--th1s may have been too soon*»that

| the Senator recogn1zed that gett1ng the Democratic nomznatxon, as

‘ d1st1nct from wwnn1ng a pres1dent1a1 e?ect1on, was an almost 1mpossib1e

goal for anyone from the South or Southwest. 1 have sa1d tormy frtends, .
“President Certer owes Senator Johnson and me a small debt thet he‘may- .
not recognize, because if we hadn't passed the '57 Civil Rights Act

no one from Georgza wou]d have been Tistened to as a p0551b1e Demo~‘

V’ cratic nomlnee, even this year." I say that simply because after

'57 came '60 and after '60 came '64 and after '64, '65. You laid the
foundation for putting at rest, finally, the majqr iSsueithat divided
the Democrats of the North and the South. |

Johnson knew that, and at that time noth1ng had been done. “In

~fact the school dec1510n had just come down and in a way klnd of

revived the heat - In any event, I can't honestlyvsay.' I:feeT he went )
to Chicago in '56 knowing»that.he didn't have a chance; I think he
went to LeswAnge1es in ‘60 knoﬁing'private!y'that he didn'twhave.a~
chance. But he had a iet of people wanting‘him to make the race, and.
he made it. Of course, history, fate,'brought'about the.eircumsfances
which might‘very,well have been the only ones that coU]d have made'him

President in his lifetime.’
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‘Do you remember the tax bi11 in '557

In '55 or '547
F1fty~f1ve.

Oh thws was when we undid some of the rev1$1ons 1n the '54 8111

o Ne e11m1nated the d1v1dend tax cred1t and reduced the exc]us1on. ~I‘”vj,;
1,do remember a little about that 1 remember Senator Kerr, who ]ed ;_j,:f:,i?{

the f1ght to do it, saytng once in a pr1vate meet1ng how much 1t was’j:,5<ifgl'

costtng h1m persona]ly to do it. It was a bundle, too,}because he

had a 1ot of dzvidendsvcomlng to him, and,this cost him a great deal :.:

V' of money.

Yes, that was a p011t1ca1 fight, no question ahout it. I think

that everyone recogn1zed that here was where you cou]d divide the

. Republicans and the Demeerats clearly because this was a behefft to

the h1gh-tax payers and not to thelnaaortty of voters. -

1 think in one of the Policy Committee meettngs LBJ used the argument

with Senator Russe11 who was sort of wavering on 1t part1cu1ar1y the.

'.twenty-dollar rebate or whatever cred1t to low~1ncome earners: . This j;

 was a Jeffersonwan principle, and the Repub]xcans were sponsor1ng a

Ham11tqn1an. Russell said, "Well, I guess I'm a Jeffersonian."

He was a Jeffersonian, but he really was a Hamiltonian in economic

" matters. Well not heally, actually, but he was conservative on

economit matters. Great man. Russell was just tremendous.-

This was ev1dent1y the on]y party vote that the Democrats lost that

‘ year. They lost by one vote.

One vote, yes, but making the fight, actua]1y,'was'a1most more<impor;-
tant ‘than winning the fight. And it did the Senator a great deal of
good with the labor people, although. . . . I think somewhere you had

21
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a question about: did labor come to feel better aboutfhim as a -

result of his efforts on thefr behalf in these various issues?

The answer, I think is: some did, some d1dn t. -The major portion

. actually, untﬂ he became Presxdent Then I think they did become behevers. ]

They‘d1dn't trust h1m before. They Just assumed that he was another

conservatiVé, ahti-labor Texan. For the most part, he»had few fm1ends

in the labor area unt11 he became Pres1dent

You know, you re ta1k1ng about Just the twenty-dbl]ar tax cred1t, _&"

- and I'm--

losing the vote on the twenty-dollar tax credit.

No -this was part of it: o
No, no. It was t1ed to the hee1 of the stock d1v1dend exc]us1on.

They made some changes on that, as you know. You qu part and you.lost

‘partyon it. It was a good fight. I think he felt not too badly about

re
-

-1 don't rémember‘this Truman visit. I remember one in 1960 -

“when I was back from the business school, working-during that;

regular session. ~ Milton Kronheim had a Iuncheon for Pres1dent A

- Truman down at Duke Zeibert' s.' That was a small'group.' It was.thei

“first time that I really got to know President Truman. I sat right

across the table from him, we vis1ted and I enaoyed him. Thfs was

1960 and he was gett1ng on in years but he st111 was a v1gorous ’

-+ A <y oo Ao o - e X o s e e n e b e 48— -

‘ gent]eman, a great guy. I don t remember th1s occasion, except I

~of labor organ1zat1on members, 1eadersh1p, never were strong for h1m,-

pm—— ey e a d

remember h1m speakinq, and I probab]y was on the floor. 113ten1ng.

~ The Rayburn dinner 1 don‘t remember.
The Highway bi1l was another major‘pfece of ]egis}atibm in terms o

of the national economy, but again, Senator Gore took leadersip on that.

£
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He was an interesting man.
G:  This was the occasion when Senator George lashed out;againsF:a'   A  {
proVision4in the Gore Amendment that would allow the federal govern-
_ ; ment to contfo]badvertising.fights on either‘si&é of thésé highwayé;‘ ;‘
S: States' rights. a | ( R el -
6: . Yes. Do you remember that speech? , IR ‘ .
‘ S:‘v  I do, and why he did it, I'11 never know, except for Coca-Co?a. They §”}  .
' ihad a lot of roadside signs, .l suppose, in those days, "Drink Cocé-ﬁola;f"} .
G: Evidently he defeated it r1ght on the spot. They'immediatély took it
~ out when he Yaunthed 1nto this. R ‘:'1'
S: = He had tremendous cTout. That would have been 1n ‘54, but you see, he
didn't run in '54. Thét 's when Senator Ta}madge was.e1egted,<and
Senator George dropped out of the primary. So whaf-youffé recalliﬁg
is in '54,'it had to be, but it would Have been on the eérly'debates,'j‘
“probably on the h1ghway b111 which T. gather rea11y dxdn t pass tinn
'56, did:it? Maybe it was '55. o T
G: "Do you remember the defeat of the Capehart Amendment for the Hous1ng j
b2 : | o S
S:  Vaguely. I think brobab}y Senatoéykerr ]ed’the~batt1é again§t it;i.
Hé usuaI?y.enjoyed a débate on the floor with Capeha§t, and he jUSt»II
made a monkey out of him. But again, that Qas'one ofAthose-nbt too 'A:;‘
- frequent occaSioﬁs when the Senator reéognizéd that he had a geod‘ |
pol1t1ca1 issue that the, Repub31cans .and Democrats could divide on,
'choose up sides and have at each other, and they did.
G:  This was an occasion in which the Democrats needed some'exgra Vo&ég.
The real estate lobby had evidentiy'lined up quite a few votes for the
Capehart Amendment. LBJ got Hubert Humphrey's plane landed in bad

"5 .
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~ weather. Do you remember that at a]]?

Yes. Yes, I do, but I wasn't d1rect1y 1nve1ved in those efforts that

it took to get Humphrey to the Senate.~‘1 remember a11;the ‘excitement

and drama of his getting'there-~he Jjust made itu-and“df course, ihe"’

ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT . More on LBJ Library oral histories:
Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781] " -http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh... - -
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de]ay'ih'order‘té [give Humphrey time]. He had evenybody ask1ng, : ;“”'"”twﬁ

~ “"How am I recorded?" The system of keepxng the vote open for a 1ate

"senator was really fun.

He must have had a lot of tricks to sta]]

 that I get to know them. ‘We used every rule that would serve our pur-

. He was avtremendous par11amentarian. He knew the rules, and he 1n513ted :

poées‘and USed'it proberIy "In '56 or '57 we lost a f)ght that. I th?ﬂk

was not . . . had to be '5? I guess. I can't remember now. - The C1v11

R1ghts bill came over in '56, but we didn't take it up tlll 457, Tir.

* The rule f1ght came in 157, and the question was ‘whether a s1ngle ‘.

immedxate'conszderation, rather than have it be referred.to comm1ttee.

- The Tiberals were aware that the bill would be sentAfo the'Judiciany

" yeason.

I remember doing a lot of work on that for the Senatbr and for

~ ruling was absolutely wrong, ihat'never,did the Senate intend for a

single objection tﬁ expedite the process. It was designéd to slow the

process. In effect, a single objection would have meant that a bill

dn the calendar would gb to committee, not come to the floor for

" immediate consideration. Anyway, we lost the fight, but then Johnson

‘worked out a compromise where the bill, as you know, went to Jud1c1any

with a fburteen-day dxscharge 11m1tat1on.

- objection by a senator wou]d br1ng a House passed b111 to the roor for .
"'Committee, it.wauld never see the 1ight of day, they thqughf;,and with.

- Senator Russell and coming to the conclusion that the Vice;Pfesident's L

,24A,
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I notice in here: "On_Juhe 18, Johnson suffered severe chest

“pains while on a ride with Senator Smathers.” That I didn't know.

As you know, it was July 5, wasn't it?
Second.
[July] 2 that he had his heart attack

Do you remember the M1n1mum Nage bill, when they reisea‘the minimum ;

after the defeat of the Cepehart Amendment. |

Again, this wau]d have been a strong partisan-type 1ssue, and Johnson |
would have had to persuade many of the conservative Democrats to go
along on that kind of‘vote-—because they weren 't belweverse~t0‘wih it.
And you knew; he was hinniné it with a minority. Oh no;‘is this in

'557

Yes.

In those days "the Southern Democrat1c~Northern Repub11can coa]1t1cn ’
was very much a11ve yet. It was hard to win those issues.
I guess he d1dn t ta]k much about these 1eg1s]at1ve v1ctor1es to the 7

press for fear that it wou]d erode h1s ab111ty to contlnue to do that

them. -
Did he do that pr1vate1y? ,
Somet1mes, yes. We had these sessions in his office where he would

let his hair down and re]ax and begin to reminisce. They were great.

I just wished we had taped them, because I can't recall them with

 any reliability. Those are the types of things that I feel I shouldn’t

~wage from seventy-five cents to a dollar. That was erident1y the day -

h Well, he'had a one-vote majority. He might as we]l have had a m1nority.‘

"He talked about them, but he never pub11c1y tajked about how he won -

comment on. It would be one part reality and maybe eighty parts eonstruction.
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On the grants to local airports, here, 1 understand, is one case

' where he brought it uvp out of order, essential?y, because one: of the .

opponents was not there. He just had it passed before it had--I guess

it was supposed to Tay over on the table for twenty-four hours or some- e

thing after 1t passes the--

Theoretica]]y, it does. It can be recons1dered any time for twenty~four Lo

;lhours after passage, the next 1eg1s]at1ve day
‘Dld you ever hear of him do1ng this, bringxng it up before this twenty-
. four hour period?

: To reconsider and end the possibi1%ty of a revote?.

§

nght. o « f o

: - Yes, that was a standard par11amentary procedure.. Often after a biil

passed, you would get a motion made to reconsider, SO'that<you could

tab]e it, and that ended it.

No, but 1 mean here, ev1dent1y bringing it up and vot1ng on it before -
 the opposition would-- ' ' .

',--gee itself stra1ghtened out? Yes. He had an enormous sense of timing, -

knew when to move and when not to. He not only cou1d count votes, he

[ " - s S os A h e e o A o

' v.cou1d see them com1ng or go1ng 1n e1ther d1rect1on. No I don t have.

'any reco]lect1on of any spec1f1c 1ssue. You're gettIng r1ght up to the l

" .point of his heart attack.

Do you remember th1s McCarthy Reso]ut1on that was designed to tie
Eisenhower's hands at Geneva? Here was a case where the Repub]1can5'

wanied it killed quietly in committee, and LBJ insisted on haVingfit . .

~ brought out and kicked around.

Whether he was the one who really wanted it or whether he was doing it
because he was asked to do it by some of his other Democratit'senatdrs,

o3




LBJ Presidential Library ‘ ORAL ORY TRANSCRIPT ~ More on LBJ Library oral histaries:
Http://www:IBinbrary.orgv Lyndon B. Johnson Library Histories [NAID 24617781]‘ . http://discovefrlbj.org/exhibfits/shbw/loh/oﬁ LR

’ o
™

Gerald Siegel--1II--27 .

I don't know. . He ceftainly did feel that none of this under~the~tabie '
business. . ... You know, there was a lot of resentment about
Eisenhower‘s tfeatment of Geheral Marsha]]' his fefusal to reject Jehner e

and McCarthy. They leured 1t was a Republ1can prob?em, Tet it ceme out.

- - P — s —— - — . —— -t

.G: b In this debate, LBJ seems to have generated a big argument between
| '*Capehart and McCarthy | '
S: That“wasn t hard to do.»
‘G: ‘ Well, they were both quite conservat1ve, weren't they?
| S Yes, but ne1ther one was suff1c1ent]y br1ght to avo1d the pitfa]]s. .
He wou]d have found someth1ng to d1sagree on and get them fight1ng
'between themselves That was not too difficult to do.

McCarthy was beginning to disintegrate in those‘days.t He wa$~-:
behaving ifrationally, unpredictab]y.v It's hard to knew‘what really
happened. Capehart was kind of abpleasant old stumb1eb§y. Heewas
a nice guy, but he just didn't have much capab111ty ' |

'6: Is it true that Senator Kerr once referred to him as a ranc1d tub of
‘ | ignorance? Did you ever hear that? | ‘ » , | A*
S:  I've heard that. He probably did and took it out of the Record He
| would have taken it out of the Record. " He may not have said it on the o
floor, but "rancid tub," I don't know. | o o

He used to irritate him, but I th1nk he rather enjoyed debating
‘with h1m, because he could always josh him. He was a perfect fo11.'

Isn't that funny.‘ I thought it [LBJ's heartlattack]‘was after

'the Fourth.ef July holiday, because I went out to the hospital thet
: n1ght Then I worked the rest of that session with Senator Clements,
who I guess is st1]1 alive, but very, very ill.

G: Yes, he is.
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He doesn'ti]ook well. ‘Last time I saw him he was awful. Do you know

'where he is now? Have>you gotten his reco]iections?e

~ We had oneointerview with him and would like to get more.

" You had better do it soon. | o
'Let me ask. you about this meoorandum on'the Nature] Gés bi)]; D1d you ) I
-ever get any 1nd1cat1on that after LBJ s heart attack he cont1nued

to promote th1s b111 wh11e recover1ng?

Again, thlS is certain]y one issue on wh1ch--l never got invo1ved in -
the Tidelands bill or the Natural Gas bill. The on]y time I got 1nvolved .

in the Natura] Gas bill was after that Case dlsCTOSure that he had been

‘ g1ven $2500 as a contribut1on Then we had another committee set up.

Then I drafted a bill called the C]ean E]ect1on bill. It got 1ntro- S

duced, I‘th1nk with 85 senators supporting it, or 'some such th1ng,

B but it never passed "the Senate and never passed the House

Here s another document that I guess indicates the sort of leverage he
was us1ng to keep Nayne Morse aboard. |

No quest1on about it. I don t remember it, but this was hzs means of

| knowing B - I've sa1d it many times. One of the pr1nc1pa1 reasons

w'for his. success was that he knew more about each member of the Senate L

than they knew about themse]ves and he d1d 1t by facts

Th1s is a. 11st of proaects in which Wayne ﬂerse was. interested R
Exact]y He knew prec1se1y where the Senator was 1nterested in gett1ng”
help. He also knew where his host111t1es Tay. ‘ |

‘There are so many things here we're not going to have time to go

into. Grace Tu]iy’s role was really re]ative]y minor. I think, in

al] candor, here was a very, ‘very loyal employee’ of FDR who had fa]]en :

on difficult times. No one was look1ng out for her, and LBJ did,

" 28




LBJ Presidential Library , ORAL PHSTORY TRANSCRIPT - k More on I;BJ Library oral histories:
vhﬁtp://wwvy}bjlibrary.org : : Lyndon B. Johnson Library Histories [NAID 2461778¥] Ny http://discovertbj.org/exhipits/show/loh/oh k

- +
ts
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and took her under hia wiﬁg
| G:  How long did she work with h1m, do you know? |
S: Well, she was on our staff for quite a number of years.. She was o
: there from, 1 be11eve, e1ther ‘54 or '55, probab]y ‘55, certa1n1y _ee
Z until he became Vice President. Then, 1 think, her health may have e 
- given out ahd she retired. By that time I guess she‘had a sufficient
| Laetirement built up. Yoa‘know, she's still alive. | -
‘_'G:~‘»‘Yes. | ' | .
| s: , ‘"Nhat changes did the heart attack make?" Slowed him dowh; depressed
him. He recovered and then you would never have known he had had one.
~ He used to tire. 1 remember that dur1ng the long, long f111buster
sessions in '57, wh1ch is two years after his heart attack, at the
end of the day, he wou]d ]oak awful, but by the morning, he was

7§fefreshed.

- End of Tape 1 of'],aad Interview .
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