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INTERVIEWEL: TARRY TLMPLL (TAPL #3)

INTERVIEWER: JCL B, FRANIZ

June 26, 1970

F: This is intcrview nuuher three with Mr., Larry Temple in his Austin officc,

June 26, 1970, The interviewer is Joe B, Frant=z.
Larry, let's start today with some of your spring--what we could call-

crises, althouzh some of them aren't. But tell me whatever you know about

the March 37 addiiss and the decision not to run again,
T: Well, T recall, Joz, that after the Presideni made the decision that he

;2 on telovision on March 3l--and really discuss the war vas the
subject warzzzr everyone knew about--and T was among those who only knew

about th.t. I was no privy to the early decision-making process of coming

to the =~ ncli-:

“

ion nct to seek reelection, But I recall that the dis-
cussion rzlative to the decision to stop the bombing, the very aspects

of the v, %he various wey that the speech took eficet, went through

many pro 5. 1 koo that he had asked Harry McPherson to be the

coordir . putting together the speech. Dy doing that, Harry obviously

N
o
oo
T

-

was in loo-To-doy conversation and working with Clark Clifford and with

bt

Secretoor Susin, Walt Rostow, and T think that during the process that

George ..ofczian camz in and out of it.

By ©ia:z o the budroom every morning as T did, I came in contact
with el -0 boeavse by~and-Tavrce the various drafos were sent to the
Preside Cooole iRy readin, Whoen ©owould arrive thers in the morning
thae spe - . REE TS 2. I know thut on occasjon, for
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example, he'd hand the speech to Mrs, Johnson there in his bedroom and
say, in effect, "Bird, what do you think about this?"

F: How long in advance did he start that speech? You might say five ycars
in advance, in onc sense, but--

T: My recollection is about three weeks, It could have been four, but roughly
three wecks,

F: So there's a lot of time to whittle and hone,

T: That's right, And you'll rccall that, at least the aftermath accounts
indicate they were many contacts out in the field with General Abrams.
The military leaders were all contacted. The Joint Chiefs of Scaff were

ontacted, This speech took many forms with many revisions, I think

that, if T am correct in the way I was reading the President at the time,
he was using the drafts of the speech to make up his mind what he was
going to do. It wasn't a matter that he had made up his mind and he was
trying to formalize it verbally with a speech, I think he was using
the draft of the spcech as the vehicle by which he made up his mind what
he was going to do.

F: Did he have, in a sense, two speeches running concurrently, or was it

just the shifting back and forth within the speech?

-3

lo, it was just thec speech, It wasn't as if Secretary Rusk would come

up with one draft and Secretary Clifford, and then Gemeral Abrams, or
anyone else, werc coming up variocus drafts. The one draft always funneled
through Harry McPherson wino was doinz the bulk of the drafting work on

it. FWhose ideas went into it T frankly don't know because I wasn't there

during the writing process.
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personally was know: to he somewhat--T hate these labels, but

e
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they're convenient--more dovich than the President on Viet Nam. Would
the fact that Harry is handling the speech be any indicator?

T: No, not at all, You'll have to remember thgt Harry McPherseon had been
with Lyndon Johnson longer than anyone on the White House staff, He hai
been with him since the late '50's when he was in the Senate,

-

F: I realize he could separate Harry McPherson the person from Lyndon Johnson's
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the President had a lot of confidence in Harry HMcTherson and
in his zbility to be able to assemble the views of the various people

and pu? thaw on peper. He knev that Harry was a good speech writer,

ha looked to Harry because liarry was a good speech writer

and wa. bhle to avticulate the v wious views that might be asscornlled
together. The fact tim he might be more dovish with regard to the war,

or witlh c¢:uavd to the bombing than Restow, was really of no significance,
If that cressed the President's mind, he certainly didn't indicate it
verbali—,

F: He was ~<u lookinz for the best speech writer for this purpose.

3

T: Right, :nd sou'll remember that Walt and the others who people at that

time th . o were movbe a little more hawkish contributed. Every White
House w.:v - anveayv, was attended by all sides, all views. £ course,
it was oo this time that the President had other people come into the
White ¥ =2 zive their vicus--the Dean Achesons and the others that

he call.  ~ -=-inz Dundy., T was just on the cdge of that, Other people
can tel. . . ovz oaboub that, T just knew it was happening. I was there
in the - o oo he vould toll o people about it.  But as far as

being c i, oy havivns anculiing to do with thae, T didn't.
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But, in any event, that spcech started taking effecct and started
being processed. As I soy, my view is that he was using the various
drofts of (e speach te come to his own decision and come to his own
conclusions about what he ought to do, I don't think that when he first
dicid:d to mzke the speech he knew exactly what he would say in that
speech, and exactly what impact it would have., It was only toward the
end that he did mcke the decision that he ought to pull back on the bombing
and wanted to make that announcement,

Did you see that forming in your moraning conferences, or were you in

doul. right up £ill the last?

T think my thought sut thet is only by hindsight. I don't think I was
¢01 king ¢ ving the process, 'Well--"

Yor. werc just thinking of what had to be done,

Right. T was more interested at that time in the mechaniecs because quite
frequently he would lock at a diaft of a speech and he would try calling
Harry, and Harry would be on his way to work--would neither be at home

nor at the office~-and he would say, '"Larry, take this speech down to
Harry, and tell him A, 3, C, D, L." I would relay those messages. I was
more a courier of information rather than having any impact oxr having
anything to contribute to the speech, That was not my area. He knew

it was not my arca. T knew it was not my area.

This is a minor point but of interest. Most of you came to work in White
House cars which, of course, had radios. Did the President in that period
whes you were somowhere boetween howe and the White House utilize that
service much, or did k. tend to wait until you lighted somewhere before

e got in teuch with you?

SCPY i8F UBRARY
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Very infroqguently did he use that. T think maybe if it were a critical
matter, he would,

Of course it wouldn't be too private.

That was the point I was going to make, The thing you hav: to remerb:r

@s that if I'm in a White House car and he calls me, our tonversation
blares ocut over th- radio to the othar people in the cars and to thcse
that arc at the b: = of op rations of the motor poel. So ho would not want
to call Harry McPherson, for example, and discu s the details of the
speech with him over the radio br:zuse it was just not something he wanted
a lot 2f opeople knowing about,

He'd onlv talk about something fairly innocuous like, '"Harry, vou ought

e A
H H

e thing?

[ 5]

to go v ¢ Statler before you come in,™ or

Or scwo~ling like that. Or, "How long will it Lo before you're going to

be her.? ifteen minutés? Well, I'm going over to the Pentagon. Why
don't -rou dezour and meed me over there?'--that sort of thing. But as

far as “uving any conversations that went into substance, very seldon

Ar: 2w, T saw that speech taling effect and I, like almost everybody
else, w.s ¢ the view that it was just going to relate to Viet Nam--and
only tc¢ "ot Yem. I remember that on Sat rday, March 30, the President
held a “icz'le preass conference out on the lawn in the Rosc Carden, I

s well because I went to my daughter’s school and flew

a kite vi:h her that worning, and he had called my office, apparently
just t. w7 ome Zo be at tho press confervence, 1 got there just as the
pres: tow was stavting, and Lt was a very, very relamed cituation,

I'd sa . . eowos as relazmed on that morning s I ocan recall hiim baing

f)
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anytiie during the spring, which obviously gave no clue as to what was
forthcoming the next day. All he wanted to tell the press was that,’
P"{'m going to have this show tomorrow night, and T hope you'll be watching,
and I think I'11 have sowmething of interest for you." And that was about
the upshot of it.
He didn't give any real intimation of vhat he'd have?
Well, he did indicate that it would be about the war, but that's all;
But not his stand?
Not at all--no indication about it, Then the next day, I was at home
on Sunday, and the:< were thoue that were at the White House., 1 knew
Ceorg: was down there, for example--GCeorge Christiar., He and I, as I
indic:“nd to you carl’. just lived a block apart. I knew thut he had
ge - down tg the White House to help work on the m¢ ° :niecg for this speech,
and T had not been involved on helping with the mec’.nics so I was just
at home.

In the riddle of the afternoon, Marvin Watson called me, and said,
"The President would like for you to come down here., He has got something
he wants you to do." So I went down to the White House and got there, oh,
mavbe betwecan four and five o'clock,
Just you? HNot your wife?
Just me. And was advised at that time that the President had decided that
he would not seek reelectinn, and that was included in the speech, T
saw the draft of the speech. It obviously came as a good deal of surprise
ta me, 1 immediately remembered the conversation I had had with John
Connally the previc 5 Sceptembor when he told wme that was a possibility and

I had torally discounted it. But I saw the draf: £ the spcech and was

SEPY i85 pary ¢



Wnem—-

LBJ Presidential Library ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT More on LBJ Library oral hisao}ies:
http://www.lbjlibrary.org Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781] http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loﬁ?oh
7.

told at that time that only Marvin and George Christian and I had copies
of tlat, and that only one of the Signal Corps people who were helping
to pv= it on the teleproijter had a copy of it; and that was not widely
disseminated among the people--

F:  So the remainder of the Sunday staff just went ahead with usual routine,

unbothore’ by what was upcoming?

Y That's co

iy

t

-rect.  Shortly thereafter, Barefoot Sanders ceame down to the
White House., Whot the President said was that he wanted Barefoot and
Marvin and me to call various people during the speech t: advise them
whe bz was going to do-~his announcerment that he wasn't going to run.
Barefcn:, chviounly, in charge of Congreossional liaison, was callis 3 the
varicus v 0 5 of Congress~-the hkey leaders, none of whrem knew at this
point,

F: The ic.s being the Johnson courtesy that a reporter doe: U call Mik.
Mrsfiold and say, '"What do you think?" And he sazyz, 'What are you

- 31

talkin: ahout?

T: Right.

President knew that most of the people that were going
to be called would be watching the program, but he wanted them to know

ahead -: tirme. Marvin was calling various political leaders around the

countr -, znd various people important to the President from . political
standp -inc. And T was assigned the responsibility of calling all the
Cabine: rombers,

F: None o -.om ooy,

T: NMone o oo hnew cxcept Secrctary Clifford, whom the Prosident had
talked - .oolicor chat day. Scercetary Rusk was on an airplane going acroos
the At oo, T Zound oub later thot he had been adwvisced that the DProsident

.
4
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probably was going to do this. You'll recall also that--

¥ Did you get in touch with Rusk?
T: No, I did not, although I guess technically it was possible. Rusk and

Clifford weve eliminated from my list. Everybody elsec was on the list,
all the other Cabinet people. .

When I first found out about it, my first reaction was that it was
a very unwise decision~-one that I didn't think should be made. 1 was
concerned about who could be, and would be the President beginning in
January '69. I thirk one of my first thoughts was that there was no
Democrat that was capable of winning, other than Lyndon Johnson,

Tht Presidant went back from his office to the Mansion right after
he told me about this and shovid me the copy. He didn't tarry to engage
in discussion. He didn't say, 'I've decided not to runj; what do you
think.," Tt was move of a telling me what he was going to do and asking
that T call the members of the Cabinct.

When he left to go back with Mrs. Johnson to the Mansion—-there really
is a so ¢ of freshening up process-~George Christian and I had a very
extended discussion, Ccorge told me that he had known about this for a
few days, and he thought it was the right decision, He didn't have any
doubt about it., I told him at that time that I didn't have auy doubt about
it, but that I thought it was the wrong decision. He and I engaged in
a pretty extensive conversaticn as to the mervits., I don't think he
convinced me of the corvectness of it, although T later, within a few
days, came to tho conclusion that T thought it was the right decision, but

my first rcaction was to the contrary.

|

Did the larc duck=-1 know how the President disliked that word--but did the

CEBY i85 Usrary 4



S

LBJ Presidential Library ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT More on LBJ Library oral histo/ieé:l
http://www.lbjlibrary.org Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781] http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/loh/oh

T:
:

F:

9
lame duck angel perturb you?
It perturbed me sowe, but T think the principal thing that concerned me
was I couldn't really envision anybody else leading this country as
President., ©None of the people that were on the scene, which of course
at that time included Senator Robert Kennedy and Vice President Humphrey--
I had not reckoned really with Senator McCarthy as being a force élthough
this was after New Hampshire-=-
He still seemed more of a diversion than a reality,
Right. But that was really what concerned me., I later decided that T
did thinlk it was the correct decision, but my first rcaction was to
the conorary,

Waot the President said was that this was the language that he planned
to go -hircugh with, and this was the language that he planned to give on
televioion--that he would not seek ard he would not accept his party's
nominacicu for anciher term, but that he did not want any of us to start
callin - mril the television broadcast started,

That d¢ n7z zive vou just a lot of time to get hold of everyone, did it?
No, no: a2t 2ll. T think he had decided that was what he was going to do,

and he <id thiol it was a firm decision in his own mind, But Lyndon

Johusc s o wan who always wants the sco-called option, and he wanted

ng his mind about it--maybe not changing his mind

about +raccher he was or wasn't going to scek ancother term-~but changing

his ming ohez vhen and where and how he might make that announcement,

So he 0 in'=

o foreclose any other options until he actually started

on the -5 hich T recoll m

have been even as late as nine o'cloclk,

Vashin ~ - oo becausce T oreruember thore weroe several hours
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involved therc after I had fotten to the White Housc,

I do recall that as soon as the Pre«ident left to go back to the
Mansion and I'd had my discussion with George, that I called my wife to
tell her that above all elsc--1 knew she'd planned to watch the telecast--
but I surely wanted her to watch it in any event. I didn't give her
any insight as to what was going to happen, but I thought it was important
that she watch. That was about all that transpired during that several
hour period.

Do you make preliminary calls to Cabinet people just to get them located,
tell them to stand by, the White Houze was going to call, or anything
like that?

No, we didn't in this event,

Cr do vou just pick up and hope?

Right.

Did you have any trouble getting off the phone from any of them so you
could get on to someonc else?

Mo, the biggest difficulty was getting them on the phqne.

Oh, they wouldn't leave the TV set?

>
Right. They were home watching television, and, of coursé, I think

their inclination was, 'Well, let me just finish watching this television
program, then I'11 talk to them.'" What I told the White House operator,
who was making the calls for me, was to call and get them to the phone

and tell them that I was calling at the special request of the President~-
that the President knew and I knew that they were watching the telecast,

fnd

but I had a message that he wanted me to get to them then during the

telecast., And I called all of the Cabinct mewbers, as I say, save and

CERY i85 Lnray
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except for Sccretery Rusk and Secretary Clifford.
What kind of reactions did you get?

Shocked. And surprised, I don't think any member of ths Cabinet that

I talked to, and by the way I talked to Arthu. Goldberg, too--the Presi-

dent added him to the list. He obviously wasn't a Cabinet mcaber, but

as the UN representative he sometimes sat with and met with the Cabinet,

But thoy were all very surpirsed, T think the shock took various forms,

2id anrbody argue with vou?

man who accr pted it

ost matter-of-factly was Larry

*

said in effect, “0h, is that

calling." On the other hard, you had people like

z°d, "Oh, ne! o, that can't be right! Surely that's

not ri ht!" T think everyone genevally was surprised and shocked, What

tale notes with regeard te my conversations, because without

told me T knew he would be interested in the

I pencilled down those various notes about the reactions, and immediately

it
L)
t—d
O
3
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I
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upon tlo conclus he calls, I dictated to my secrefary who was down

there time 2 memo with the reactions of all the members of the
Cabine:. Piehin tventy wminutes after the telecast, he had that,
I 13 sori of interesting--the transformation that night, in addi-

tion t. =i =

tn

transformaticns~~of the

activity around the White House.

It was -l .ctvely aguiet and lackedaisical prior to the speech. There
weren': seopls avound there Cbviously, there were no staff menmbers
except - oo Ohristion and Marvin VYatson and Jim Jones, who was down
there « o0 0 caar s oD ity and Doveloon Senders and me and Valt Rostow,
who was Coziers oo she other aspelct of Le-=-who were awarc

of what

reactions,

-t

2 ! FIZN
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was going to happen and what the President was going to say. There were
few others down there. Everyone was at home ready to watch and sce the
telecast and hear w! .t was going to happen about the war.

I would say that within a matter of minutes after the telecast the
svitchboard was just buzzing., All of a sudden people started showing
up. It was at this point maybe ten o'clock at night. All of a sudden
White House staff members who were at somebody's home watching the tele-
cast statted coming down, Now the people from just out of the blue~--
obviously people thai had accesé to the White House, because you don't
just walk into the White House--but I remember that in the Pr.sident's
oval office, in Mervin's office adjoining it, and in my office, there
were maybe four or five people prior to the telecast who were not tech-
nicians. They were the technical people who were doing the TV work in
tl.c President's office. But by eleven o'clock there were probably fo:ty
or fifty people, and all of a sudden it became a great beehive of activity.
There were just a lot of people around, The President, of course, sub-
sequently went over to the Mansion and held an impromptu press conference.

F: Now he mnjoys surprises. I presume, in that sense, he got a stimulation
out of it,

T: I guess so. It was not visible that he did., But I would say that there
was a greater appearance of relief than joy. That was also true with
regard to Mrs. Johnson, by the way, You could sort of see a lot of tired-
ness leave her face aftcr that. The President in a very, very relaxed
mood again met the pressvcver in the Mansion maybe some thirty minutes
after thoe telecast, He was in zood form, relaxed, with the winking and
joshiing of the press corps, and obviously satisfied and happy with his

:
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decision, and convinced that it was the corrcet decision.

F: Did yeu get an equivalent outpouring of letters and telegrams then?

T: Yes, As o matter of fact, the President was unable to answer all of the
telephene calls he got., He got many, many calls from many pecople, not
all limited to the Democratiec party. [He received] calls from people
like Governor Rockefeller, I recall very well, [Who] called him to say
that he didan't know what went into the decision and why the President
did it, but that the President was still his President, and he, Governor
Rockefuller, supported that decision and that President--as well as the

st
1
T3

)

,i
¥

in
I

many co!

t you expect fvom Congressional leaders and other people

¥

around the country. Obviously, th- President was unable to take all the

1

calls; even that night, by midnight or so, wires started coming in.

F: Was it

iwpression of the staff that this did, at least in a domestic

sense, his hand in conducting forsign policy? That is, it
divorccd iim from having political motives?
T: Yes, sic, [ zhink that's right. That was par: of the wmotivation for his

decisiecn., T knouw that he felt very keenly about the fact that this

might Lo ©he catalyst fo end the war. This might be what could end the

war, tc 20 w2 out of Viet lam, to get peace talks started. 1 know he
felt vers strongly about that because for several days following the
speech, “:o’c roally about all he talked about., T didn't have that

convers.:itn with him prior to the speech because T didn't know about it,

But T L. i the mornings in the bedroom that's what he would talk about
it, " ... chew can't say that T'm trying to do this for political
motivat . LU D' faterested in iu doinyg vhotever is necessary, one,
Lo v - Coroand two, to protect our bove ever therc.'" Protecting
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our boys over there always was uppermost in his mind. I recall he made
a decision either late, late the night of the spcech or early the next
morning to go te Chicago on the morning of April 1.

F: This was a sudden decision-~the overt part of it was sudden?

T: Well, it was something he'd sort of been holding in abeyance. I belicve it was
the National Association of Broadcasters, I'm not clear in my mind about
that~--

F: He amplified a little bit from the March 31 speech; he enlarged a little
on what was said there,

T: Correct, He decided that he would go out there., I think part of his
decision to go out there was to sort of get a feel for “hat reactinn there
was to his decicion., T think he believ:.' that the National Association
of Broosdecasters would probably give him as much a feel as he could get
from any group. T recall that early the next morning we got on his air-
plane and headed toward Chicago. T do also recall that he got a tremen-
dous reception from the people around the hotel who'd gotten word that
he was coming=-the throngs that showed up, as well as the people in this
very large hall that were attending the meeting of the National Associa-
tion of Broadcasters.

I also remember that on the way to and returning from Chicago the
President kept wanting to stay in contact with the White House to see
what kind of reaction was coming into the White House, Lyndon Johnson is
a man who is interested in reactions. He always has been whether it's
talking about some domestic legislation, or whatever, Once he has done
somctiiing, he wants to know what the reaction to it or response is.
Obviously, a deeision that was as major as this one, he was interested in.

COPY L81 LIBRARY ¢
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I remember we maintained constant contact through the radio on the airplanc

back to the TMhite House to see were the wires coming in at the rate of

a hundrad an hour, or were they coming in at the rate of ten thousand ean

hour. 1T don't remember what the answer to that was, but it was very heavy

I do recall; and what scemed to be the tenor of them; that sort of thing.

You spuke of Governor Rockefeller awhile ago, 1 spent an evening in

1

mid-to-late April '68 in the White House. I steppad on the elevator to

go to my room and met Governor Rockefeller and his wife and you. Later

you told me not to mention what I'd run in to.

I must sav, Jjoe, I'd forgotten about that,

thero any significance in that?

Was

None at all, The President was very, very fand of Governor Rockefeller

and Mrs. “ockefeller--T1 say the President, the President and Mrs. Johnscn,

I'm satisiled from my contacts with Governor Rochkefeller, which were fairly

limitad, that that wvas a very mutuzl and reciprocal feeling,

Whas huad transpirved that particular evening was that Governor Rocke=~

1

cown, and the President, liking Governor Rockefeller, wanted

1

him to coze bv and have dinner with him., He had had the conversation

with Gov =+ RBockefeller. The Governor said he'd be delighted to have

dinner, Thore was a little secrecy to the mechanism of getting him in
and out, on’ because the President didn't want anybody to know about it
and thinit 1t had any political impact, because it had nonce. It was purely
social,

The specc would have been--

Lxactly. = = o ne was trying te talk to Covernor Rockeleller about

vou'll recall this was before Governor

More on LBJ Library oral hmz%
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Rockefeller got back inte the race after he had gotten out for the
Republican nomination. And whether the President was for Governor Rocke~
feiler vis-a~vis Vice President Hurmphrey, or the Democratic nominee--
The speculation would have been tremencdous.
Right, The President just didn't want to get into that, and it was purely
social, so we went through the sccretive proceeding of the Governor
coming to see me, He came in not the back or the front part of the
White House, but came in the west door of the West Wing, and came in to
sce me, I took the Governor and Mrs., Rockefeller over and ﬁp the elevator
to the second {loor. It was only to avoid misconstruction of the visit--
purely socizal.
You were around, of course, and you didn't have much time to savor the
reaction from the March 31 speech when Martin Luther King was shot doyn
in Memphis. What was your role in the midst of this? This wac followed
of course, by the April riot.
Well, it varied. You will recall that at the time of the Martin Luther
King assassination the Presidsnt was scheduled to go to Hawaii.
Mrs. Johnson was entertaining foreign editors down in this part of the
world,
Right, The President was going to Haraii, as T recall, to meet President
Park of South Korea; and, as a matter of fact, was to leave that evening,

My recollection is not good as to whether he was going to come to
Texas and spend the night and then go on~-the mechanics and procedures
are not clear in my mind., DRut I do recall that George Christian alrcady
had seme of the news media on the airplane out at Andrews Alr Force

Basc.  Some of our people that were going were already at the airplane

bl

4
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ready to lcave, That's how imminent the departurce was.

Just as an aside, the way this usuzlly worked is that it's obviously
quicker to go by helicopter to Andrews than it is to drive, and those that
were not going by helicopter usually left carly. Some of us who waited
with the President rode on the helicopter, and we werc there wntil the
last minute.

In any event when word first came in of the Martin Luther King
shooting, the first word was that he had bean shot, without any indica-
tion that--

Who delivers a message like that--just vhoever is on duty or whoever

hears it, znd then it would come into the Situation Reco .,

[

T think it vould come inte the Siiuation Room whether som~ newsman
called 7“rorze Christian, and George told the President, or whether it

the Situation Reom for Walt, T don't vecall in that parti-

came threugh

At the time word came in, it was just that he had been shot, without

card to

regard o hic scriousness of it, and obvicusly without reg

circumszances--other than he'd been shot, whether the man had been

apprehcnd or whether it was a sniper was not c¢lcar at first. 1 remember
the Presiilocnc's first reaction was that he wanted to hold up the trip

to Hawall, voally only for a wmatter of hours to sec what the condition

was, beoancs we dida't know the sericusness of it. But until we did
determiz. onu of 1¢, until ho did haeve all the facts, he
just woo o oo o bold the trip up. He didn't want to be on an airplane
going =~ o Dhueeonusae oven thoush coummunications en Alr Force One are

Just s oo 0 Do tn o non guite Tike haviag all of the comnunlcatior at the
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White House,

Of course, it was only shortly thereafter that word came that by the
time he had gotten to th. hospital, or shortly thereafts;, that he was
dead, Then the President made the decision that under the circumstances,
he would delay, at least for that night, his trip to Hawaii, The reason
I say at least for that night is because President Park had not left
South Korea yet, but the President--as great an impact as he knew Martin
Luther King's death would have, he didn't want to cause a foreign crisis
of any kind by sort-of rejccting the President of South Korea by neg-
lecting him or failing to show up. Obviously, that later was taken care
of and smoothed over by just delaying the trip by several weeks,

It was a little ticklish. Since Martin Luther King has no official
position in this country, how much importance do you attach to him, That
is, how do you explain to a foreign dignitary that, in a sense, he outranks
him?

That's correct, and T think that's what was going through the President's
mind even though he may not have articulated it quite that way. The
President decided very quickly, after word reached us tht Martin Luther
King had died. t seems to me like it was dark when it happened, so it
seems to me like it Qaﬁ 8:30 or 9 o'clock at night, I'm not really sure--

1 got the word here~-I was attending a banquet, and somebody came in late,
about 7:30, and said that had happencd, I don't think they said he was
dead, just shet at t'mt point, so I think it was around 6:30 when he was
first shot, which in April would have been 7:30 in Washington and therce-
fore getting close to darb.

Tt was 6:30 here, did you say? I'm surce that must be about right.

More on LBJ Library oral hl’§f5f’:
http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/show/lo
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6:30 in Memphis.
The President immediately decided that it was appropriate and maybe for
the sake of sort of soothing this country for him to make son. statement,
and that was the uranimous advice of those with whom he discussed the
subject, A statement was put together, I really don't havce any clear
recollection as to who wrote it, hut it seems to me like Harry McPherson
came in and the President said, "I want to say, A,B,C,D,E, I want it
to be short; I want it to be to the point, Here's what I want to say,"
Which is usually the way he did this. Somebody else may have actually
written it, but the thoughts and the ideas usually were Lyndon Johnson's.
There ware the poirrss he wanted to make.
That's right. Tt . ight be somebedy else's words to put in form of the
substarce of what he wanted to say, I recall that--maybe it was not
quite d.rlk, it seems like ot was--beocause I recall that he we=nt on the
steps rignz oul-ide of his office~-the steps leading down to the Rose
Carden--und that's vhere he made the very bridf speech. Obviously there
was a lot of technicalities that had to be worked out very quickly that
fell within Geovrge's realm of getting all three networks to get a uniform

camera- -

mera that feeds to all three of them, that sort of thing.
How socn can he get set up on something like that?

“

As T recall, Ceorge was able to do that in about forty or forty-five

minutes., Tt takes avhile to put the statement in words, so it worked
out abouc vicht, although T remenmber the President's impaticnce because he
was realn woDoocw tho cameras were ready, e typically was impatient when
he was - i Lofors the cameras vers ready.

Thoo o e oo several dawvs sere very difficult, and kind-of
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surprising and shocking times, You'll recall that the riots and the

fircs started in Washington. And T remcmber my own surpyrise to be able

to stand on the steps of the White House and see fires blazing. T thcught
it waslsomcthing I'd never see in this country--just within eyesight of

the White House, and smoke everywhere.

F: Did the President ever go look?

T: Yes.
F: From the second floor?
T: From the second floor. You could look out the window. I don't think

he ever tool. the step out to the frout steps of the White Houce as

I did, and out in front of the West Wing as I did. You just could
literally sce the flames shooting in the air. I recall that coming and
going to the White House in the cars that it became necc;sary to line the
walls around the Vhite House with military; Hera these soldiers are, and
I say soldicrs without any memory as to whether they were Army or Marine
or Navy or whatever, but to see these soldiers with fixed bayonets and
with the hard hats almost as if you were in a war zone somevhere, It
really is a very frightening feeling--not that T felt unsafe, not that

I was concerned that somebody was going to throw a rock or shoot a gun

or light a fire where I was, I was a little concerned about my family,
but the riots never spreadvover into Virginia., They were really centralized

therec in Washington.

F: There was a certain portent though that must have hung over the White
House.
T: Right. There was; and immediately the next morning I started meeting,

along with some other pe:ple in the White lHouse, with the people who

OPY i85 Linary ¢
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would opcrate the city of Washington in the event that martial law was
declared and troops were called out., One was the Under Secrctary of the
Army, wvho was really in charge of the various troops. The Deputy
Attorney General was irvolved--

F: Who was that--Warren Christophor? .

T: Warren Christopher; and Dave McGiffert (?)--I believe is the fellow's nanme
with the Secretary of the Army, I believe he was General Counsel for the
Army then--was over there with regard to the availability and the
stationing of troops, Clearly, Mayor Walter Washingion was still the

governing authority in the District of Columbia.

v

The President worked rather well with Washington, didn't he?

Very well, The Presideat's very fond of Washington. Washington was well

+3

liked, and I guess still is, in the city of Washington by the people.
Although they deon't elect their mayor--ho's appointed by the President-=-
I think he clearly was at that time the consensus choice of the people.
Had there been an election and if anybody had been foolhardy enough to
run against him, he would have been elected. He was the recognized

leader of the people,

I was involved because the President was looking to me to handle
whatever technical legal details were requisite for him to call out the
military if that became a necessary step, as it did, This was not an
area with which T sras familiar, But I talked with people at the Depart-
ment of Justice, partly to the Attorney General, primarily with Warren
Christophor, the Deputy Attorney Ceneral, The various forms were pulled
out that wore used during the Detreit riots in '07 when I wosn't there.

F: They move or Loss have a medus operandi for this--they den't have to go to

the bool: ! |
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T: That'’s right. But you really want to go back to the books to confirm
the correctness of what you're doing. There are really two orders that
the President needs to sign. One is the order thla: he has been advised
by the local authorities that the situation has gotten to the point they
can't handle it, There's a lot of legalese that says that, but that's
the net effect of it, Therefore, he is declaring martial law. jhat's
the first order. The second order is tha! he is calling out the troops.
He is federalizing the force to go in. Just as a hypertechnical point,
it's important which he signs first. You can't just put in front of ﬁim
and say, '"Here are two documents you need to sigr ‘“because as a purely
technical matter--"

F: He has got to get o situation h~iore he can-=-

T: Right. He needs to sign the ordes saying that the situation is out of
hand and declaring martial law before he does the second, because the
statute required it in that point, I guess had he wanted to, he could
have signed the first one to declave martial law and waited a day or two
to federalize the troops. But the situation just wouldn't permit that,
You don't really want to declare martial law until you have to, and you
don't really have to until you're prepared to send the troops in. As
a political matter, you wouldn't want to declare martial law just to
be declaring it.

F: On something like this, is there a lot of scurrying in the Whité House
staff, or do most of the people go on with their regular duties, and there's
just a small sort of cadfe who communicate with the President on this?

T: The latter. Well, T guess [to] all of that the answer is '"yes.'" By

and large, I think most pcople go on with their duties. They're concerncd
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about it., They're interested, But as far as having a dirccet contact
with it, they don't, and they just go about their business,

In this particular instance I recall very clearly that the orde:s
were signed by the President sitting in the West Sitting Hall on the
second floor of the Mansion late in the afternoon. He wasn't in his
office. He had been over there and hod eaten lunch late, and the situation
had just gotten to the point that thc orders had to be signed, and so
he signed them over there., T recall that he called me and told me to
bring them over there, I got over therc and there were several people~-
I don't even reocall who was there--Marvin Watson, George Christian,

I took the orders over there, and he did sign thea, Of ccurse, George
immediately releasced the information to the news media,

The President awaited the onc further conversation ﬁith Walter
Washington., I remember he was very frustrated because he couldn’t get
Jalter on the phone., Walter was touring the arca., The President wanted
to have one last converséticn with him to be sure what the situation was
before he signed the orders declaring martial law and calling out the
troops. He couldn't get Mayor Washington on the phone for some fifteen
minutes. It wasn't a protracted period of tira, but it seemed like a lengthy
period of time,

I also recall that, at the tim: --it seems to me that it was prior to
the response from lanci about the peace talks--and the President got Cy
Vance to come down from New York to sort of oversee the military
operations in Washington, Cy had dene that in Detroit in 1967. An

office nad boon scbt up for Cy in the Pentagon. He was sort of the Presi-

i
w
jord
T
“

srmand official to help lool after the siturtioa in Waslinoton
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because the Presidert valurd his experience., It wasn't a matter of not
having confidence in the other pcople, but a lot of the other people had
not been in Dctroit. He valued Cy's expericnce and Cy's judgment.
There wasn't any contention betueen Mayor Washington and the President
regarding thc necessity for martial law? -

Not at all. My recollection is that there was no one who recommended
against what the President did, At that point with the firés buraing,
the people having been shot at, with massive looting ging on in Washing-
ton, T think it was the unanimous thought that it was imperative that
something be donc, The police force was incapable of handling the
situation in Washington,

Doe¢s tine President stay pretty deliberate in this sort of situation, or
is he likely to give out with sort of an impatience that.things are
going awry--or one way or another ''shoot the sons-of~bitches'" attitude?
Mo, The thing about Lynden Johnson that I think those that have seen
him know is that he's always impatient. In the calmest of times, he

is impaticnt. He wants action to be going. He wants something to be
happening. DBut I would say that at a time of real crisis, I believe
1'd rather have him making the decisions for me than anybody I ever
knew. Because when everything else is critical and people are inclinad
to be upsat or to be emotional or to be irritated, to be impatient, to
be unhappy, he is able to either call from a reserve he has got==-a
reservoir of some kind, I don't know what--but he is able to maintain
calm and a methodical ability to wake decisions, I think he'’s an
exeltable waa, and T think he's an irpatient man, but he docsn't demon-

strate that at a tirne of crisis.
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He's not stampeded into decisions.

=t

It

Did you ever havo any opportunity to obscrve his persounal relationship
with Martin Luther King?

No. T do recall that he had had conversations with King during the
time I was theio., You'll recall thax Martin Luther Kiag had, at least.
from the public standpoint, init.ated thz idez of Resurrection City.
One of &th ghis tha™ went througl: the minds of a lot of people was
what about Resveroction City; what happe:. now. I think that because

of the other ac lvities that Dr. King had been involved in that there
were a lot of peopl: that were not overly concerned aboub Resurrc.iion
City as long as he was in countrol; that he might be able to, or probally
would bo able to, preovent any violence, prevent any destruction, prevent
any prublems. But with Dr. King gone, and of course Ralph Abernathy at

that t're was a total unkaown quantity to people generally--I'm not

suggesting chet the President didn't know him, or didn't know :omething

., but  he was an unknown quantity as to his ability to lead the
There was a considerable amount of discussion about Resurrection

City. whoo doss the federal government do? How does it react about

kind of a gathering of uncertain quality that ig-=~
An uncororin cnantity, too, at this point, by the way.
. Do you try to do anvthing to delay it or to head it

off, or 7 - soill pretiy well leoave io under the control of those

Hell, .« - Lols vl Ning bedore hiio o doesth, therse were contacts
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being made, The Attorney Gencral, Ramsey Clark, for exanple, was having
contact with Dr. King. The pcople at the National Park Service on whose
land this was goinz to be held were having contact with Dr. King, Various
people were having contact with him, and I think those contacts just
continued with the other people.

F: Does the President take a direct hand in where sdmething like thé% is
going to be held, I'm talking about the physical side. We know it's
in Washington, but whether it's on the Elipse, or whether it's ov r by
the Reflecting Peuol, or whether it's right there on the White House lawn,
and so forth. Does he leave that up to the controliing agencies there in
Washington, or does he express himself fairly freely?

T: He expre:ses 1. .aself freely. 1In this case, there weren't just a lot of
alternatives. The discusc ons as to the locatic were héld beti:ren the
National Park Service people--and the one thing I remember is that
Ramsey Clark was right in the middle of all of this--I do recall that--~
partly because of his liberal credentials, He was well known to those
that were putting on the Resurrection City activity and was respected
and liked by them, so he was a natural to be in§olved in it, aside from
his role as Attorney General and chief law enforcement officer, And
there were discussion; there were discussions of other sites--discussions
of other sites prior to Martin Luther King's death--after his death,

F: The Prcsident likes to sor&of stay on top of that situation. He didn't
say to the Park Service, 'Hash Castro, handle this," sor of thing and
""let me know what you come up with."

T: o, he never did that., He was aware of the various considerations that
went into it, And I recall at one time sitting in on a meeting with
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Ramsey and the President in which other possible sites werc discussed,

Ramscy carns

o

over to discuss thc site, Camp Walters is a name that sficks

a little bit in my mind as a site, and the problems relative to it,

Ramsey discussed the various altervatives, what the problems were,

what the bencfits were~-that sort of thing, and, I think, with the idea

of trying to stecr these people who were coming in a site that was

physically able to accommodate them, and where the activity could be

held without disturbing everything else that was going on around the city.

Obviously, t

the full siz

Along thnt 1
little L. L.
latter davs

more or less

he decision ' :s made to hold it therc without really knowing
of it.
ine, Ramsey the President has known since he was Tom Clark's
Ramuey, also, becomes a real point of contention in the
of the Johnson Ad@inistration. Now did Johnson treat him
on the equivalent status with all the other Cabinet heads,
o 5 look on him as Tom Clarik's little boy?

vs treated him the way he treated all the other Cabinet

people. Ramsey is a pretty hard-headed fellow whenever he wants to be,

He didn't th
thought he w
President of
Some of tle
of Ramsoy's
the admonitl
rioters and

with Rarse

ink that he was dealing with one of his daddy's friends. Hé
as Attorney General of the United States dealing with the

the United States, and acted accordingly, as did the President.
criticism that the President reccived was because of some
feelings, particularly on this matter of gun controls and on

on, vou know, that you should show restraint in handling

>

co on, Did the Presidont cver indicate his dissatisfaction



LBJ Presidential Library ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT More on LBJ Library oral histories:

http://www.lbjlibrary.org Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781] http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/shgwéoh/oh
3
28

various things, but he indicated irritation about me, but there was nevcr
any thought I don't think of firing me . You know, there wcre times that
he indicated irritition abou! various people in the Administration,
either in the Cabinet or out.
You can't get much beyond the level of "I wonder why old Ramsey wants
to say that or do that or something? .
Yes, that was the form it took. A lot of times he'd say, "Oh, Goddamn
Ramsey, Now why did he do that? That doesn't make any sense. Wh, would'
he do that?" Usually, I would have the opportunity to be the midcle man,
He'd say, ''Call Ramsey, and ask him why he did sc-ond-so."

You know, Lyndon Jchnscon has had a reputatién for a long time of
ge ing unhi;py with people and calling them and really ci.cwing them out.
T rust say I didn't experience thet very much., He always was nice to

me

, treated me with complete deference, even at times I knéw he was un-

happy with me and he let me know he was unhappy with me. As far as
chastising we in public, in front of people, trying to embarrass me,
that never happenad. I noticed that with regard to the people he res-
pected, whose judgment, whose ability, whose recommendations that he
respected, that he did the same thing always. More than that, when he
was irritated with them, or unhappy with them, or uncertain as to why
they did things, instead of calling them directly, he would send an
intermediary. There wer~ several times he was unhappy with Raﬁsey about
things, or curious to why Ramsey made decisions, and he would say, ''Call
Rarmsey, and ask him why he did so-and-so.”

Which, in a scnse, mitigated‘thé criticism intended because this was
Larry Templc really calling Ramscy.
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Right. If I called and said, "Ramscy, the President sure does appear
to be unhappy about your statement or about your dccision, and he wonders
what motivated it," Well, that's sort of a pleasant little inquiring
coming from Larry Temple as opposed to the President of the United
States saying, "My God, why did you do A,B,C?" And there were a lot of
times the President was irritated and unhappy with Ramsey. I would say
it would be a fair conclusion to say that during the year 1968 there were
more occas’:ns where the President was irritcied with Ramsey thah
there weroe occasions where he was irritated with any other Cabiret officer.
But I think that's primarily attributable to the fact that Ramse was
involved in more things in 1968 than any other Cabinet officer,
He w é, in some ways, the most exposed officer outside of Dc'n Ruck,
Thatfs right., He was handli: ; the Court nomir-~tiors vis-a-vis the Congress,
He was workir, on gun legislation. He was wo:liing on other 1egislatio§.
He was working on Resurrcetion City. He was the guy who instituted liti-
gation against--anti~trust litigation. He was the guy that instituted
indictments. So the fact that the President might have been irritated
on morc cccasions with Ramsey than any other Cabinet officer doesn't
really mean a whole lot.
He was involved in every bit of discontent,
Right. Thaet did happen quite frequently, But the President had no
reticence about getting word to Ramscy in one form or another that he
was unhappy with him; and Ramscy had no reticence about defending his
positicns,
In fact, he never really countervanded him on anything?

Wo, T chink there were occasions where the President made decicions thatb
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were contrary to Ramscy's recommendations, but hermade lots of decisions
contrary to a lot of people's recommendations. But as far as Ramsey doing
something, a la Wirtz, and the President picking up thc phlione and
saying, '"Ramsey, you're wrong; backtrack; change that,'" I don't recall
that happening.

Now without remembering any specifics, I do know there were occa-
sions where--. I do remember some specifics. There were occasions where
Ramsey would say, ''Now, Mr. Prcsident, this is sor:thing that I want to
recommend to you, and I think we ought to do it a certain way." The
President would just say, "No, Ramscy, I disagree. We're not going to do
it that way."

They saw eye-to-eve on gun control?

Yes, saw eye-to-eyc on things like wiretapping, which wss very, very
important. The President had a drep-seated feeling against wiretapping,
against the invasion of a guy's privacy. He thoﬁght that in earlier
administrations that there was 'way too much wiretapping going on. Ramsey
was the one who told the FBI thut there was going to be a very limited
amount, only in national security. We weren't just going to be wiretapping
to try to find criminals here, there, and yon. The President backed him
up to the hilt, and I must say--not only is that my view, I think every-
body around the Whit House had that view-~that 1f the government ever
gets into an extensive amount of wiretapping, that they're going to recally
be invading privacy.

Frcedom control.

Richit, That .5 not really the vicw of most of the professionals ai

the TBL. They were not happy with this decision. T think left to their

+
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own devices they would have wiretapped hither and yon.
As far as you know, did J. Edgar loover cver remonstrate on this to the
President?
Not to my knowledge, T think he was aware of the President's view abou:
it. .
Does the Attorney Caneral, as far as you can tell, hold sort of a whip
hand over the Fi7--I'm thinking particularly of Director Hodver, who are
nominally subordinate--but Mr. Hoover is an American institutinon.
Mr., Hoover never thought he was subordinate to that or any other Attorney
General., I think that was apparent, I think that was one of the areas
in which Ramsey remained frustrated becausc Mr. Hoover, as you say, was
and is a national institution, had much, muc!. stroke in the Congress.
Ramsey did his best to ride igfé over the EBI, but I'm not sure he ever
thought that he was in full control of the situation., He was nominally the
head of the FBI,

0L course, he had some authority becausc in some areas the FBI needed
his signature approval to do things, lile wiretapping. He wouldn't give
that approval, When it necded his approval, or his permission to go to

court and he declined it, that would cause unhappiness, it was clear over

_there; I didn't witness it firsthand, the rclationship between all the

Attornevs Ceneral and Hoover, but my guess is from what T saw and what I

heard and what was told to me by some of the FBI people, is that Ramsey

4

probably did a better job of trying to be a boss over lloover than anybody

that preceded him, I don't know about the successor. -
Did the Frosident o or consider retiring Hoover so far as you know?
No, not co far as I know. T do kncw that there was a fellow named Deke

SR i
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Galotch (?) (DeLoache?)--Cartha, His nickname that everybody called him was

Deke who, I think, technically was the number three ran dver therc, but

we looked upon Deke being the number two man. All of our contact from the

White House that went directly to the FRI-~and there were some, not trying

to get around Ramsey, but just trying to expedite tlings-~our direét

contact ﬁent to-Deke. The President was veryrhigh on Deke, liked Deke,

had confidence in him, I think the thought went through the President's

mind that if Hoover ever decided to retire, that Dcke might be a good one

for that position. T alsc happen to know that that was not Ramsey's

view.

I happen to kri irom conversations I had with him that Ramscy would
have preferred br aging romebody in from the outside to heaa up the FBI,
anl not get a Hrover-tra’ued man in that position. I noted with interest
in the paper in th: last week that Deke has retired from the FBI, and the
speculative stories arc that Prcsident Nixon has the view.that whoever
succeeds Hoover ought to come from outside, and nge sees there's no future
for him, and is leaving. Whether that's true or not, I obviously don't
know. But the relationship between the White House and the FBI, I thought
was really pretty good.

T: WEre you involved in the concern around the assassination of Robert Kemnedy?

T: Yes, Sort of surprising. It seemed to me it may have been about two or
two~-thirty in the morning in Washington, I got a call from the Sécret
Sarvice man, and said~-

JO Local call?

T: Yes, from the White louse switchboard. [Hel said, "Larry, T just got word

that Senator Robert Kenncdy has been shot in California, and T don't-kncw
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what to do about it, Should I call the Presidunt?”

I said, 'Oh, good Cod, yes! How seriously shot?"

He said, "We dor't know., We haven't gotten word on that. We just
know that he has been shot and is in the hospital, and I was reticent to
call the President, I wanted to call and ask you what to do."

I said, "I don't have any qu¢=tion about it--call the President and
tell him!

Well, apparently while he was calling me to ask me about it, the
Situation Room had called Walt Rostow and had told Walt about it. Then
Walt called the President and told him. By tho time the Secret 8ervice
man called the President, the President already knew, I remember that for
some strange reanon—-

You had gons back to bed?

Well, laid therec for a minute not really kncwing what to think or what

to do, and about thirty minutes later my wife got up and turned on the
television at three or three~thirty cor four or wvhatever time it was in the
morning. Surprisingly, television was on. Why she thought to get up and
turn on the television I don't know, I must say that thought wouldn't
have crossed my mind. T might have thought to get up and turn on the radio
for an all-night news program, but it was on, and I remember that we
watched it and that for the rest of the night there were just constant
news reports about Bobby Kennedy,

Then the next morning when T got to the White House, a lot had been

-~

done by the President. The President apparently had been up most of the

night One of the things he did, without techaoical legal authority at

that riso, was to assign Secret Service protection--

More on LBJ Library oral histories:
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F: I was going to ask whose initintive that was?
T: That was the Presicdont's, To all the candidates, He dacided that that

was something that w.s imperative; that if somebody was going to criti-
cize him or gcing to fault him for it, he was willing to accept that.
He thought that he still was the Chief Executive of that government, and -
F: He wouldn't wa.t for the legalities, he'd take care of. the necessities?
T: xactly. So Ly the time ti » sun came up, he had given the orders and the
instructions. The Secret Scrvice, which didn't have just an abundan:c
of people, had already started getting its people around to the various
candidates. Obviously, tha Vice President had Secret Service protectiom
as Vice President., But you had MeCarthy and fuu had ir. Nixon, you had
varioud pec  'e.

I reccll that vhen I got therc the nexs worning to tha bedroom that--~,
At this poin! of course Senator K¢ .nedy had not yet died. He was still
alive technically, although by this point we had gotten word that he was
unconscious, would probably not regain consciousnes. even if he lived,

The odds were that he would not regain consciousness; that he might be in
an alive state. for weeks or months or some period of tima, bﬁt probably
would never regain consciousness, There was not a lot that the President
could do to help him,

There was a great concern on his part about the prdportions of
violence in this country, not just the shlooting of Bobby Kennedy--although
that was the catalyst that gave rise to some action--but closely un the
heels of Martin Luther King as well as the various orer things that were
going on in the country. I rcmenber when T got there at the White llouse,

he had been up, had been talking with people--started talking to me about
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lepislation that would give Sccret Service protecticn to the various
candidates. DeVier Pierson~-he called, and he asked DeVier and me to do
some work on legisluation. DeVier started contacting, as I recall, Joe
Barr, who was then Under Secretary of the Treasury, and started working
with him on legislation. The President had talked to Speaker McCormack,
had talked to Gerald Ford, had talked to Senator Mansfield and Senator
Dirksen, and it was fairly apparent that things werc greésed to get this
legislation through. There wasn't going to be a whole lot of argument
about it. You'll recall that there was some decision as to how far this
legislation would ge. Who would you give Secret Service protection?
How about Harold Stassen? Are you going to give protection--?
Somebody from the Prohibition party.
That's right. So the decision was fairly quickly made that the Majority
and Yinority Leaders in the House and the Majority and Minority Leaders
in the Serate, plus a fifth member to be selected by them, would be the
five man selcction committes to determine who would gzet Secret Service
protection. Tom Clark, my old friend, became the fifth member of that
committe at a later point,

In any event while Bobby Kennedy was lying in a hospital dying in
California, the wheels of government were moving very rgpidly to try to
prevent this sort of thing from recoccurring, and to try to get the

Secret Scrvice protection to the various candidates., That was forthconing

very quickly., 1In the meantimc, as T said, the Prcsident had assigned
these peopleo, and announced that he had made that decision. There
was no abrout the fact that there may not have been the technical

PGS I 0 SN I SR ) .

legal aurhoricy,  lie didn't advercise that. He dida't say, "I do not
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have ths authority to do this, but I'm doing it--"

F: He got no real kickback on that?

T: None whatsoever. And I think those that gave any thought to it instinc-
tively thought that that was the correct decision to make. The legisla-
tion, as you know, was forthcoming very quickly. A .

During the time of Bobby Kennedy's being in the hospital and in the
process of dying, the President was giving thought to this whole problem
of violence in this country; There was discussion about creating a
comnission, The President had a good deal of reticence about that, He
said, "You can't just creste cormissions, Commissions don't really
solve problems. So you have a commission., What does it do?'" Then he would
argue with himself, He's the greatest devil's advocate I've ever secen
becavv: invariahly he would take the contr.ry position to anybody who
would have a.viewf A lot of times people would express views to him and
he'd just say, 'Well, that's foolhzrdy. Youfre wrong about that." And
really beceme an advocate with them and dispute them and arguc with them--
when in frzt he agreed with them, and he was trying to tést the validity
of their position.

Pecople, with good motives perhaps, but without any involvement in the

Hy

complexities of a problem--I thiak they've charged this on every President,
I know they did on Johnson, they say, '"Oh, God, Johnson has named
another commissior, or another committee to look into this." Was he
sensitive to that?

T: Very sensitive. ¢ nsitive not only to that criticism, but to the accuracy
of that criticism. That was the rcason there was this problem of the

deecision, the sort-of arguing back and forth in his own mind as to whether
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this was the thing to do. Obviously, ultimately he made that decision;
and ultimatcly appointcd that Co ission on Viclence.

Any particular reason why he chose Eisenhower--Milton?
I think he chose Milton Eisenhowcr because he wanted a respected leader
who was known and would be respected by everybody., He thought Eisenhower
fit that category.
And who would not be associated probably with politics?
Right. Obviously there were politicians on there. There were political
people on there, There were people like Terjéncu Cook, the Archbishop

1
of New Yorlk, on there, whom the President had met not too much before
thrt and thousht very highly of.
Roman Hruska?
That's right, Senator Hruska.
And Congressman McCullough, T remember.
Right. The President--. It's k'nd of interesting how he decided these
things. He never told me this, but T got the impression that he put
Senator Hruska on thcre, for example, because Hruska was an opponent of
gun control legisliation. He thought that gun control legislation really
was imperative following Martin Luther King's assassination and Bobby
Kennedy's assassination, He thought this country really needed some type
of gun control legislation. He had his views as to what type we ought
to have, but in any event we ought to have some. Hruska was an opponent
of that. I think that the President put Hruska on there with the idea
of convertir I : and maybe the conversion of Hruska would be the impetus

to getting gun control legislation. I think that'ec the reason Hruska

-1

was on thore.  T£ Hruska hal never been involved in the gun control fight,

!
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maybe ancther Senater would have been put on. I deoi:'t kno: that the
President was succuosful, if that was his view, and he never told me that
was his view. That's only my analysis of it.

Did he ever discuss operating philosophy on something like that., You
know, give you little handbocks on 'how to'" handle certain problens?

Not really. Not in the sense of '"Let me tell you" lecture, sort of thing.
I think that he did some ﬁhings like that visibly with the idea thét if
you were smart enough to undergtand what was going on, you could see what
was going on. By that, I don't mean to suggest that I was smart encugh
that I saw that one, but that rezally was my view about Hruska. But tha
President usually just did things. He would discuss part of the reasons
for doing ther, But if he had deep down in hi. mind that he was going

to accomplish some intepded‘purpos~ by a particular ac?i;n, he would:i 't
always articulate that to everybody around. He dida't think he was a
professcr teaching students., He thought he was a man who was acting,
Recognizing that you're a professor, I don't mean that derogatorily,

but he just didn't feel that as a responsibility.

You're supposed to learn by doing.

Right,

Did he really hold forth much hope for the commission?

He did when he finally mads the decision to do it. As I say, he grappled
with that one for--not an extended length of time because it was announced
really at the time of Senator Kennedy's death., But it was a hard
grappling for hours as oppo.z2d to days. But he held great hope once he
made that decision that it would ceme uvp - ith sowcthing,

Was he aware that it probably would not roport until after he had gone out

of office?
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Yes. I think that le thought that maybe there would be some int-xim

3

reports that might be helpful. But Lo knoew that from June--as T recall,
it was June~-until January was a relatively short period of time, and that
most of what they could come up with quickly would e pretty superficial.
He wasn't suggesting just putting together a ccrmmiscion and then 3omebody
at the White Housc write a report for them to deliver.

For instanc: on this one, you get Lloyd Cutler as your executive director.

|

Cutler has been in and out of government service and is known, Does
Eisenhower chcose him? Does the President choosc him? Who gets hold
of Lloyd Cutler on something like this and decides this is the man who
can operate th  day~to-day work of this commission?

Well, I can tell vou in this particular instance the docision on Lloyd

=3

Cutler was the Prosi nt's., How the idca came to him, I'm not real

sure. But T think that the President knew for this commission to be
successful there would have to be an activist executive for the commission
who knev and understood the orerations of government, who was a bright
talented guy, who understood government and the way it operated. Cutler
fit that bill. When I say the decision was the President's, I think as

a practical matter that is right. What the Precsident did was that--

o

He recommends,

He recommended and got word to the commission that Cutler would be a

H

good one. Cutler wasn't sccking the job. That's not any job a fellow
would scek voluntarily. I know the President--thrcugh Zoe Califago |, as
I recall--:zot word to the cemmission that Cutler probably would be
available and in his judgment would be a2 good rman for the job. He didn't

hzve any insistence that they have Cutler, I think if the commission had
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had somscne they thought was bette:, the President would-have clearly
acceded to their judgment on it.

"This is a man you might want to use,"

Right.

Did you get there in time to observe the President's relaﬁionship with

President Eisenhower? h

Yes, I saw him with President- Eisenhower on several occasions, all of

which were amazingly, amazingly harmoniov -~like two brothers who=--

Were they warm? I know the problem of zhutractions and adjéctives,

but what is the degree of the rclationshiy as you would describe it?

Just almost like brothers who had been through a battle together, I

think maybe the Presidency must bring individuals togciher that might

not other:ise be there,

It's almost like being an astronaut; There are not very many people you

can tail’ to about it, |

Thz 's right. I think, Joe, for example, that relationship had its

genesis earlier than Lyndon Johnson's Presidency. Obviously, during the»

'50's they worked closely toszcther, but~-without/knowing and without

having seen--I would not think that they were as close personally during

the '50's as they became after Lyndon Johnson ascended to the Presidency,
I remember that wec went to Eisenhower's place in Palm Springs, California

going to or coming back from somewhere. One of the Hawaii trips. I

remember it backed on to the golf course. I remember this very vividly.

Oh, I guess it was one of the trips wh:fe we had gone off the coast of

San Dicgo to one of the carriers to visit with one of the carriers,

maybe on Veterans Day or somecihing., But I remember that we got on a
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helicopter. I gucss what we did is we flew on a helicopter really ffom
the carrier right to Palm Springs, I don't guess we took Air Force
One and then switched to a helicopter. But we got there and President
Eisenhower - :t us, I remember the President introduced me to.President
Eisenhover as a "fellow you'll like, He's a Texan,'" was the sort'of
introduction. Eisenhower didn't pay much attention to me, as he didn't
pay much attention to anybody but the President, The President was his
guest, But I rememhar really how warm their relationship was, and they
went in and the President had lun;h with President Eisenhcwer and Mrs.,
Eisenhower, as I recall,
Now President Johnson is a great flesh presser and hugger and so forth;
[with] somebody like Eisenhoweor, is it a good hardy handshake, or is
the '@ a laying on of hands?

frear ‘h{

A good iy naendshake, and T recall on this particular occasion Presi-

v

dentEiscnhower put his arm around the President as they started walking
toward the house, not for the show of the photographers. I think they
had even forgotten. The photographerslhad been there and had gotten
their pictures, and rzally were in the process of leaving. Whether orz
of them got the picture or mot is insignificant, They had lunch and
President Johnson wanted to brief President Eisenhower as to what was
happening with regard to the Viet Nam war. He always sought President
Eisenhower's counsel and support. And he wanted Eisenhower to know
what was happening.

pid Eisenhowcr--as far as you know, did he talk inAgenaralities or did he
get specific?

Tl times T saw~-1 was not in on the meetings.  There was a later meeting

N
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where Eisenhower came and had breskfast with President Johnsoun on Air
Force O“e, r: were on our way to or frc Hawaii té meet President Thieu
of South Viet Nam, But most of the time, from what I was able to observe
without being in on the meeting, Eisenhower fairly much just listened
and then said, "I think you're doing right, Mr, President. You have

my s ort,"

President Johnson was always wont to quote what President Eisenhower
had said to him once, and that is that "Wheﬁ it comes to domestic.affairs,
I am a mean partisan Republican who will oppese you. But when it comes
to foreign «ifairs, you're my President and I will do what you say, and
you have my support.'" President Johnson used to always go on and say,
"Now, he's not a mean partisan Republican. He juét said that.'" He
like to tell that story, and I've heard that story several times. I
wasn't there when President Eisenhower said that, but I ﬁhink that
probably did epitomize what Liscnhower thought his view and position
was. But I thought their relationship was very good, and from all Qisible

appearances, very Warm,
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