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INTERVIEWEE: TARRY TEMPLE (TAPE #7)

INTERVIEWER: JOE B. FRANIZ

1976, Austin, Texas

F: This is another interview with Mr. Larry Temple in his office in Austin

Texzs., The interviewer is Joe B, Frantz. The date is August 13, 1970,

don't think we quite wound up the Barefoot Sanders story so if

r-d

you have a paragraph or so to add to that, let's hear about it.
T: Onl- a detfail that related to procedure more than substance on that.
I rzz2a1) cinee T last talked with you that what had transpired with regard

es of nominations of which Barefoot Sanders was one, is that
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the - werz originally submitted by the President in the fall of 1958 and
wer.: ncc acted upon at the time that Congress adjourned and took its
rec =3, Well, in fact it was the end of Congress. No action was taken.
Whe: tie Congzress reconvenad in early January, during the last two or
thr-= .2&¢<w3 of the Johnson Acdministration, the Presideﬁt at that time
reswtmizoad the names of Barefoot and several others, It was on the
occ. .3 of the resubmission that Ramsey contacted John Mitchell and
tol. .o “hazt the President was doing it and why. All that traanspired
tha. = - zlready rzcounted took place at that time, The nominations were
ori. ... made in the fall and resubmitted in January.

F: On -~ .. = ecc of judiciary, and we talked last time about Ramsey
Cla- ... iz iauicude in recommending appointments, there was also what
I s oocwomizhnocall o Zlap that involved Ramsey and the ICC and Alan

Bov-
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T: Yes. My recollection is not precisely accurate as to the time of that

except, again, I think it was in the fall of '68. [There is] sort of a

hybrid situation in federal government, and that is that actions by

federal administrative agencies are not alvays final. For example, if

the Comptroller of the Currency decides that two banks can merge and it

has no impact on competition, and he permits them to merge, the Depart-

ment of Justice still historically has come in on many occasions to file

suit and say that that merger, even though approved by the Comptroller,

is violative of the federal anti-trust statutes, That's an example of .

what theay do.

With regard to the particular action that happened it was a merger
of two railroads in the Northeast--I don’t recall the precise names of the
railroads--but anyway because of a failing situation with regard to
one of these railroads they had made application to the Interstate
Commerce Commission--that application had beguﬁ several years prior to
1958~~had made application for approval for merger.

The Interstate Commerce Commission had engaged in extensive hearings
with regard to that merger and whether or not it was anti-competitive,
whether or not one was really a failing railroad--all the various factors
that went into it had been heard out by the Interstate Cormerce Commis-
sion in detailed hearings. As a result of those hearings the Interstate
Commerce Commission concluded that there was justification for the
merger, It was not anti~competitive{‘ It would be beneficial to the
ceneral public for the two railrocads to merge, and therefore they
approved the merger,

The Artorney General concluded from his investigation--this was
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at the time that Ramsey was Attorney Ceneral--concluded from his in-
vestigation that the merger would be anti-competitive; would be viola-
tive of the federal anti-trust statutes, He concluded that the federal
government should bring action--which would be in the form of an appeal
frcm the ICC decision--should bring action in the federal courts to
prezlude the merger on the grounds that it would be anti—compegitive
and there was not sufficient justification for it to permit that anti-
comoatitive result,

Now this goes back really to the late fall or early spring of '68
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:21lv, I know that Alan Boyd, who was Secretary of Transportation--
and fe2lt 2 keen interest in this area--thought that the decision of-the
Int.-sczze Commerce Commission was the correct decision and was happy
witl® chz decisicn; thought that it ought to ba left alone.

“amsey Clark, on the other hand, thought that because it was anti-
comp :zitive that he had a responsibility to institute legal proceedings

to p-eveznt its consummation. In any event, Ramsey did institute that

act!:n, and that action takes the form of an appeal from the ICC decision
to ti::z ppellate Court. You don't ever get into the District Court.

It z:9s Zirectly from the Interscate Commerce Commission to the United
Stat : lourc of sppeals for the District of Columbia. Ramsey did
inscorozz action in the United States €ourt of Appeals over the
objeri.n 57 Llan Boyd and over the objection, really, of the Inter-

star - C.mezzo Zommissioners. Ia any event, Ramsey pursued on appeal

his - -“:7=n. T"he Iaterstate Ccmmerce Commission and the railroads took
the - oo teny, AR some point in the fall of 1963, the United States

Cour - Joomoezlr for khe District of Columbia rendered its decision
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in support of the Interstate Commerce Commission and contrary to the
position urged by Ramsey Clark.

At that time Ramsey openly voiced the view that the United States
Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia had been incorrect--as had
been the Interstate Commerce Commission--and that he ought to take the
czsa to the U, S, Supreme Court.

The importance of this rests not only in the overall issue, but in
the tinming of it; because the railroads couldnlt merge while the case
was baing litigated. While it was involved in the courts, they were
still status quo., Tney couldn't really operate independently, and they
couldn't operate jeintly., So it was fairly important that some decision
be reached fairly quickly,

At the time the United States Court of Appeals issued its decision,
Alan Boyd went to Ramsey and said; "I don't think you ought to appeal
that decision for a lot of reasons, One, the decision is right. I know
you felt keenly that you ought to appeal it to the Court of Appeals. I
disagreed about that, but at least, you've done that. You've made your
effort. You've made your point, and you've just gotten overruled. Now
let's leave it alone. Let's don't appeal it. Let's let these railroads
get on about their business of merging and get on about their business
of trafficking in people and in goods.”

Ramsey said, "No. I thirnk that this is a decision that ought to
go to the U. 5. Suprema Court. t's a basic policy decision. We ocught not
to end right in the Court of Appeals,"”

The issue came to the President because Alan Boyd came to the Presi-

dent. L2t me say at this point that this was not a case, at all, in

SCPY i8s tiERARy
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‘which the railroads tried to intervene and contact the President to

my knowledge. With regard to my awareness of this, I never saw the foot-
prinzs. I don't even know the lawyers for the railroads were, for example,
nor did I see the footprints of any of the railroad people. It really
was 2 matter of disagreement between Cabinet Officers over a vexy‘basic
polizy decision. Alan Boyd went to the President and went over all of

it wich him, and said, '"Now, Mr. President, this is going to cause a
little harm because of the delay. I implore you to instruct Ramsey not
to acceal this thing." It was clear to me tlat while I wasn't present
the Zirzc time Alan Boyd went over there, that Alan Boyd had been there
earlicr when Ramsey was talking about appealing from the ICC to the

U. S. Court of Appeals.,

he President had periodic conferences, as I've indicated earlier,
with Zamsev- and he had a conference in which this came up and I was
preszat, The President repeated the arguments that had been made to hin
by A.zn Zovd, and frankly and candidly admitted to Ramsey that they had

come «o nim from Alan.

Remsey said, at that point, that he recognized the sincerity of the
view "=z was held by Secretary Boyd, He understood the reasons why
Secr.:z::, Zoyd felt the way he did, but that he, Ramsey, still felt that
this -:: 2z basic policy decision. Here were two railroads, and the
deci- - i :ouid have an impact on other mergers in other transportation

induo.:ies as well as the railroad industry; and that while he felt keenly
that cfep owas correct in nils interpreting of the law that this was
anti- . - . .olzioe withouro Justification and ocught to be precluded, that

even . . .28 wrong he thought zhe decision cught to ultimately be made
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by the Supreme Court and not by the U, S. Court of Appeals for the Dis-
trict of Columbia; and that if the broad policy was going to be entered
contrary to his position, it ought to be done by the Supreme Court.

The President talked to Ramsey two or three times, and he had me
talk to Ramsey two or three times about it.  The President said, '"As
a matter of policy, I've looked at this because it has been brought to
me," and I think maybe one or more members of the Interstate Commerce
Cocmission had also talked to the President about it on the merits. The
President said, "I've taken a look at it. I agree with what the ICC
held, and I agree with what the U. S. Court of Appgals held. Now
Ramsey, you've had your day, and I don't think you ought to appeal this
to the Supreme Courc,"

In any event, without being repetitive, and the meetings were
repetitive and the conferences were repetitive and the positions taken
were repetitive. This didn't just happen once, it happened three or
four times, without repesating the same conversation that took place each
time. The President said to Ramsey his ﬁosition was not the same as
Ramsey's, He agreed with Alan Beyd and the ICC. Ramsey with the same
fervor expressed his opinion in the same characteristic indepeﬁdence
thet Ramsey had.

I think the significant thing about this story is the end result of
it, to show the relationship between Ramsey and the President. At the
last meeting thev had about this, and it was just the day before the
deadline for the filing of the appeal--~the period of time between decision

d the time to file an appeal in the Supreme

]

the Court of Appeals a

n
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rt. It was the day bafore the deadline. It seems to me like the
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deadline was on a Friday, and this was a Thursday, or whatever it was.
The President and Ramsey once again had a meeting and once again went
throush the same colloquy about the positions of each. The President
ended up by saying, 'All right, Ramsey, I've told you what my view is.

I recognize that you're the lawyer for this government and I'm got.

I've <old you what my position is. It's not really a very flexible
posizion. I've looked at it. I've decided what I think the right thing
to do is, and I've told you what that is. But I recognize you're the
lawyar for this government. You go back and you decide what you're going
to do. You don't have to come back and tell me what it is. But you

know what mv position is, You know I think that this case ought not to-

be z--=a2lzd and that if I were doing it, I would not appeal this case.
But —ou'wsz the lawyer; yvou go back and decide; and whatever you decide

is the decision, You do whatever you think the facts justify in merit.

Whatz—zr that is, T may disagree with it, but I won't disagree with your

righ- co do whatever itis.'

Ramzey left and said, 'Well, I'll think it over in that light."

And :h: next day, filed the appeal--to the great, great consternation and
unhac-r7=233 of Alen Boyd, I might say. Just as an aside, after we left
offi-. t.c Supreme Court upheld the United States Court of Appeal decision,
and 2tz 1d ke ICC, Alan Boyd, and Lyndon Johnson position.

.l zzein, the significance of it is that most people, as we talked
abou: -:7-re, think well, Lyndon Johnmson's the President, He's the boss.
He ¢ coever he wants to., I guess technically that may be true.

But vuczical matter I omever saw him order--I'll say Ramsey Clark,

I we . oanv Zzhinet member hocause T wasa't the lizison with all the
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Cabinet members--but I never saw him order Ramsey to do anything. He
strongly expressed his views, and the independent guy that Ramsey was

and is cawe to the fore. Ramsey ultimately did, in every iustance I saw,
just what Ramsey thought the right result was,

So far as you could tell, did the President ever seem to regret not being

Not really. I think the President probably thought before and thinks

now that He's as good a lawyer as any lawyer he ever knew,.

You wouldn't azltogethar dispute it.

No. He used to sort of poke fun at me and~other lawyers about, oh,

people being hyper-technical or thinking because they're lawyers they're

so much smarter than anybody else, But it was a poling fum, but it
also--when the President came down to wanting to put a case together,

put an argument together, he always said it, 'Well, now, do it as if

you were a lawyer preparing é case, defending a fellow for his life.”

He always would come back to the characterization of a lawyer. Whether

he was talking about a presentation on a bill to Congress, or ﬁhatever

it was, in spoke in that type of language.

Was he ever, in z sense, casual about anything he advocated? You and

I know that for most people there are things that are of extreme importance
and then varyving degrees of lesser importance to those that you give

lip service to. 1f he embraced for something, were all things kind of
equally necessary?

Mavbe 1t was because of the office, but he gperated with whatever he wvas

doinz as the most important thing, which I guess is the only way you

oh/oh
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can operate that office., T never saw him casual about anything. I saw
him not indecisive, but with his mind not made up about things, willing
to hear arguments., But as I indicated to you before, the way Lyndon

Johnson operates, unless you've watched the whole spectrum of the whole
decision on a particular issue, you might not know that he had not yet

mad If you

[

up his mind; because he'd be devil's advocate with you.
came “n and you'd voice an opinion or a view, he might immediately take

the contrary view; and just in effect say, '"You're just the most ignorant

person in the world to take that view, It's without foundation. 1It's
witbout basis., It's without logic," and really take you on., Yet if

you' ! szand fast with youtview, if you felt you were right, and make those
argunzncs that you thought supported your view--I1 have quite frequently
made irzuments that he just really pooh-poohed and said, "That's silly,
You icn't know what you're talking about. You're wrong. You don't
unde-zcand the situation,' and really demean in a not unpleasant sort of
way =54 1n not a really unfair sort of way, but sort of demean what I was
sayi: oI what my view was. Then the next day 1 would hear him stating
the - arguments as his position, which is the real tell-tale sign.

Was -...1 oI his time spent in mediating in things like the ICC case where
you' :22 an overlap between Departments?

Not iZiw. That's more of an exception than the ordinary rule of the
situs:z.o . I don't recall--

Were .. = any sudjects that a Cabinet member could not come to him with,
or i ~ze was nls eye on the smallest sparrow? T mean, did all things
matt

All “Irzced,  Of coursz, sont labinet members decided things

IR
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they didn't want to bring to him. First of all, Lyndon Johnson was
amazingly accessible as I found out.

F: Those long hours he kept helped, If he couldn't see you eight to five,
he could see you five to eight the next morning.
T: That's right., I do not know of a single instance in which a Cabinet

embzr or a key member of Congress asked to see the President that he was

2]

not eble to see him within--probably within twenty-four hours. Now if
somedody said, "I've got something I want to visit with the President
[abour] some time., There's no hurry on it," it might be five or six days.
But he could see an z=zzing number of people.

F: There were no restrictions either on when you could call in if you had
something on your mind?

T: No, not at all.

r: I presume his nap, except in an extreme crisis, was inviolable and
sometimes--7

T: Sure. What happened on that is when he was taking a nép, you had to
ring him through the White House operator. I must say, with regard to
that, if I were willing to assume the reSponsibility for awakening him,
if I thought I had something of such importance that he ought to be
awakened, I could awaken him. There wasn't any problem about that.
Usually only somebody like Walt Rostow would do that. Waltis about the
only one that usually had something like that of that kind of urgency,
handling foreign affairs,

You prodably saw him awakened a few times. Does he come out instaturly

i

alert, or does he~=?

2o, he comes out instantly alert. When he awakens, he's right on .top

>
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of things,.
He never had to be told where he is and what day it is.
That's right,
You took at least two trips that I'm aware of with him--one around the
world and one to Central America--El Salvador.

Righc.

3

Let's talk a little bit about those.

The first one was the around-the-world trip which I must say--

Did vou have an idea. it would be an around-the-world trip?

No, not at all,

Did veu go prepared yourself?

Not r=ally., Let me put it in the context. I'd only been there a couple
of months. T was still as green as anyone who'd only been there a
coupiz of months, and was still feeling my way around and was still in
the crocess of being educated by the President., He was allowing me and
aski:y cthat I sit in on meetings to kind of get the feel of what was

goin: >n. T already even at that time was making the early morning

bedr-com detail with Marvin Watson. So I really didn't know much to be

help ":I zc nim. I had been to Texas with him when he had come down right

afte: 7 z>: up there on Veterans' Day in November of 1967. He took a

guicl. v, I seems to me that was the time we went out and spent the

nighs -n = 2arrier off the coast of San Diego and stopped in military

instz._-2i:ns cn the way and coming back, and we got the Army, the Air

Force ~-° lzvw, thes lMaripes, the Seabees, goodness knows what all.

Then .. soznoon the very abbreviated trip to the settling of the

Cham: voonérs, I hadn't been up there very long. But I hadnft been
T T,
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on enough trips and I didn't know enough of the people, I didn't know
enough of the operations really to make a contribution, I‘knew that and
far more significantly, he knew that.

7hen Prime Minister Holt died, my recollection is that that was

learned early on a Monday morning [or] late on a Sunday night. The Presi-
dent iz—adiately and instinctively decided that he should go to the funeral.
Holt had been a personal friend of his, and Australia had been and was
a very good friend of the United States, particularly with its partici-
pation in Viet Nam, So I first heard about the possibility of going to
Australia during the middle of the day, and the thought never crossed
my mind that I would go. T knew I couldn't make a contribution about it.
Late in the evening about five or five-thirty, he callea me and said,
"Larry, have you had your shots." I said, '"Well, no, sir." He said,
""Jell, if you're leaving in the morning with me to go to Australia, you'd
better go get your shots; and you'd better get your bag packed."

F: Did you have a passport?

T: No, I didn't have anything. I said, '"Yes, sir." You know, [that’s]
all you can say, In a short 3pan‘of about an hour-and-a~-half-, I got all
the irmunizations that were required and got the passport. It's a whole
lot easier when you're on the White House staff and the State Department
is there--will briag their people to you. It seems to me like I got-~

F: The President sort of likes to introduce subjects that way anyhow, doesn't he?

T: Exactly. T think we all got like nine shots, five in one arm and four in

angctner, all at once,.

'

You must have been sick for the trip.

T: No, as a matzer of fact surprisingly the way they gave them, I don't know

.
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whether they're more adroit at it or not, but T didn't have any after
effect. But I went and he had two planes--two 707's--Air Force One, and
then an identical copy to Air Force One with a little different configura-
tion. I went most of the trip on the second airplane. »When we got ready
to go, he said, '"Larry, I want you to go and I want fou to watch and 1
want you to learn. If there's something that you can help ;n, Marvin will
tell you, or I'll tell you, but I probably won't have much communication

with you. I don't want you just to be in the bed all the time reading

newspapers and magazines, or off in a bar somewhere. I want you to be

around watching.” So I understood that it was a learning process., I
also understood that it was one of many characteristic acts of kindmess
and niceness toward me. He knew this would be a good trip that I would
like znd enjoy-=-

F: IZ vou've got to learn, it's a good way to do it.

T: Sure, So I'1ll bet I didn't have five conversations with him from the

time we left until we got back. But he knew I was there and he gave some

irstructions to Marvin a time or two for a couple of things for me to do.

o
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and-large I was there almost like a tourist. I was watching. And

whzn w2 zot to Australia--

F: Werz -couw with the newsmen?

T: No. Thzt's a third plane.

F: Thaz'z cheir charter.

T: Rigrc. When we got to Australia, I was three or four rcoms down the hall
frcm iz, e was bringing in all these heads of state to see him and
con . =T n. Ine couversaticnz., I was just around knowing what they were.
The . yent back I sort of watched the way that things were set
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up on, really, the spur of the moment to go into Korat Air Force Base
in Thailand and spend the night when we werenit expected; then go from
there back around to Cam Ranh Bay and Viet Nam; and then sort of in mid-
stream work out to go see the Pope in Italy.

I didn't go to the Vatican., It's kind of interesting. There were
a2 lot of people that wanted to go to the Vatican with the President, and,
obviously, the Catholics had more interest in it than the rest of us.

The fact that he didn't invite me to go among thé twleve or fourteen or
whatever people it was that went in the helicopter and went to the Vatican
didn't mean anything to me because the thought of my going never had
crossed my mind., I was just glad to be on the trip anyway. But there
were a lot of people that had their feelings hurt because it was really
very important to them to be there and go to the Vatican. But that was

a trip that I was just a go-along, almost sightseer--not really a sight-
seer. 1 was a seer, watching what was going on, but I really made no
contribution to it.

I did witness the President and the President's key staff evidencing,
better probably than almost any other occasion, the resiliency of that
whole operation, where with almost no notice the Secret Service--and when
you go over to foreign countries, the CIA sort of works with the Secret
Service~-on the one haz”; and George Christian and his advance press
officers on the other hand; and lMarvin Watson and just advance men on the
third hand--could with little or no notice set up something in Paga-Pago
America Samoa, There was a ﬁice ceremony when we landed there for
refueling in the middle of the night. Set up something in Australia!

Set uvp something in Thailand!--in Viet Nam--in Italy--in Rome!!!
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F: Was there a tendency on the part of the staff, particularly what was at
that time the intimate staff, to prepare for any contingency, any change
of schedule, so that if he'd gone anywhere within a reasonable distance
there would have been somebody who would have just automatically had the
thing ready to go if the signal had come?
T: Yes, I think so, That's particularly true of the military. -You've got
to remember that it's the military that flies the President., You sometimes
forge: it, but it's General Jim Cross who was the pilot-~-the military that
would fly him, I think everybody generally had a notion that there was
a possibility of going to Viet Nam. Here we were nearly at Christmaz
time, and to come to the conclusion that the President might like to go
see what he referred to as '"his boys, his troops,”" at Christmag~ time
wouldn't be a very hard conclusion to come to. You wouldn't have to be
very smart to figure out that's a distinct possiBility. But the military
did mzke that contingency preparation., When the President got to the
point ¢f asking Jim Cross, '"Can we go to Viet Nam' Jim Cross was not only
ir a position to say "yes'" but he was in the position to say, "I can

geo u-number of escorts; I've checked and the safest place is Cam Ranh

ha”s-siizd by water and half-sided by laand., 1It's a bay. The reason for
geoinz there, and that was the second time the President had been there,

is thz: was much further north than Saigon. It was sufficiently far north
th-: 17 was alzost up to the demilitarized zonej; but because of the water
‘prfiiiiiii on the east side, it was thought to be the safest place in

Vie . .o ochzt the President could land.
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I remember that when we landed there--, Gosh, it was an impressive

thing

g, because General Westmoreland was still there and General Abrams

and they met the President, and the President reviewed the troops. I

dent--1 remember that very vividly--but I remember one other thing that
kind of stuck in my mind. :
The Presidemt presented medals, decorations of one form or énother,
to several people on that occasion. One was Ambassador Bunker, for
exazple--and some of the other civilian representatives, and to General
Abrams, But ﬁe also presented a decoration to General Westmoreland, and
General Westmoreland's reception was far greater than anybody else's. When
the President presentad the medal to him,rthere really was'just an ex-
tended ovation and cheering and whistling by all of the troops; 1've
seen something since that indicated perhaps Westroreland wasn't really
very popular with the troops, but I think that's a bunch of poppycock.
With that one example, and I wasn't out there to see a lot of things
happen but with that one example 1 never saw a military leader better
received by his troops than Westmoreland was on that occasioﬁ. I think
maybé his medal was presented last so you had a brilliant basis of compar-
ison. But that was an aside,
What 1 started to say was about landing there. We looked back in
the hills back off from where we were in the bay, the land part, [where
there] were a series of hills. I remember asking one of the military
people, I said, "How far are we away from any of the enemy."
They said, '"Jell, do you see those hills right there."

They seemed to be very close. I'm sure maybe ten or fifteen miles away

OEPY i8S UBRARY
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or eight or ten, but they looked like maybe they were just a half-mile
or a mile away. I said, '"Yes, I see those hills."

They said, '"Jell, they're just saturated with the enemy. They're
just sitting there watching us right now,"

That wasn't really happy news, I thought, at the time. I said, ‘'Well,
what is to prevent them from just shelling down here some way on us.
I'm not sophisticated enough in weapons to know what they have."

The response was, '"Oh, they've never done it beceuse they know that
this is a protected area, and this is just the safest place to be.
There's not any real worry because we can react and get back to them
so quickly that this is protected. They've never hit here, and they're
never going to hit here." Which was enough to console me.

But T also remember that within sixty days from the time we got back,
the enemy very greatly shelled Cam Ranh Bay to great devastation and
great destruction. When I picked up the newspaper and saw that, T was-
reminZed of just how safe that place was where we were.

But there isn't anything about that trip that I can--

Did you zet the feeling from your observer's post that the troops did

appreciatz and were sort of glad that the President had come, or if they
felt, 'illzr=z comes another piece of brass?"
No, thaey =ere delighted with his presence over there. He and Westmore-
land 5:%v just got a tremendous reception, greatly extended.
By the zize of the El Salvador trip, you're a seasoned veteran and it's
a diff-renz sroposition,
Let mo ~=7c-isn mavbe two trips in between, I can't remember where these
went, .. uiminz on these, 1 xnow oine we were going to make., Ve were on
the a‘:- ."m> Zo z2, 1 think T indicaced--or some of the press = . -

Rt
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at the time of Martin Luther King's assassination.

The President wenat to Hawaii on two occasions. One was to meet
President Park of South Koreaz, and the second one was to meet with
President Thieu of South Viet Nam. I went there with.him on both of
those occasions and stayed out at the Kaiser éstate, which is where he
stayed over there--which is a very expensively built but I did not find
a very attractive place, He was sort of isolated out of the way--

F: Where did it get the name Kaiser?

It was built by Henrcy Xaiser, It was made available., It really was the

]

best place for the President's stay beczuse it did provide protection and
isolation. It wasn't downtown in the middle of a hotel. We helicoptered
from there to the CINCPAC headquarters which is the Commander in Chief

of the Pacific area,

He had his meetings with President Thieu there, and we went to
CINCPAC for a briefing, but I believe if I recall right, he met President
Park out there at the Xaiser estate. That is where they met, as a
matter of fact.

I always thought it to be an interesting commentary on our foreign
affairs--and maybe this is something that people generally knew and know
and I didn't know--but you know when leaders of two countries meet,
usually at the conclusion of their meeting they have a sort of a joint
statement. I alweys found it interesting that going to both of those
meetings the joint statement was in the process of being drafted. 1In
the case of President Thieu, I believe it was by Bill Bundy. Secretary
Rusk was with us, but Bill Bundy, the Assistant Secretary of State, was

in the process of drafting the statement before we left Washington, while

£
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we were on the airplane, and he had been in communication with his counter-
part with President Thieu. And whoever did the President Park statement
did the same thing.

F: So they agreed on what they were going to agree on?

T: Right. It was just a methodology with which I wasn't familiar. The
reprasentatives of the two leaders had been working prior to the meeting,
and thought that these were the points that could be ironed out. I
think the two leaders--I was not present at the Park meeting although
I was present at part of the conversation through the interpreters with
President Thieu, and they did discuss what was in the comminque, the
joint statement agreement. But it was fairly well agreed upon through
their representatives prior to the meeting. You know, it was almost as
if vou could run it off in Washington before youwent out there. I found
that to be an interesting sidelight of the way foreign affairs are
conducted,

F: Did the President meet these people-—-these opposite numbers~~more or
lesc on an equivalent basis, or as a big power versus little power sort
of sitvation?

T: On z very equivalent basis--with obvious respect and affection, really,
for them. He and President Park were particularly good friends because the
President had been to South Korea a year or two before.

Just as an interesting sidelight, there's a story I heard the

Preciiznz tell a2 couple of dozen times about when he was going. My
nurb=Tc Tmav be wrong, but the story still has the same significance. When
he w=~- =5 South ¥Yorea to see President Park, he said that when they went

uess itf was, through the streets, there were
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just literally thousands upon thousands of people. He said that there
were just waves of people everywhere he could see. He couldn't see land;
he couldn't see trees; he couldn't see buildings for the people. The
land, trees, and buildings were there, but the people were there in
such massive numbers. Through the interpreter‘he asked President Park
how many people there were there on the streets., President Park said
something like three million--or whatever the population of (Seoul)

South Korea is, The President's response was, ‘''Three million!,"
like that's incredible that there are so many people. President Park
took his comment of three million to be a statement of unhappiness with
the number, He just completely misinterpreted it. President Park then
came back and said, "Mr. President, I'm very sorry that I could not have
more people, but this is all the people there are in my country!(capital)"
The President always liked to tell that story. Because of thét,vhe had
great affection for President Park.

Again this comes back to the gift situation. He took a hand in
the gifts. For example, I remember when we went to see President Park,
he went to great trouble to take him a saddle, He somehow found out
that President Park was interested in a western saddle and liked horses
so he went to a great deal of trouble to get a saddle that he had down
at the ranch that had been used maybe once, because he found out or the
State Dzpartment told him that the saddle that had actually been used
on the LBJ Ranch was better than sending off in a catalogue and gefting
one, so to sp2ax. He just delighted in giving those presents to those
leaders as h2'c be delighted in giving presents to me or my children.

B TE you, In a sense, have made up your agenda in advance and you've

7
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decided on your results in advance, what's the purpose of the trip?

What did you feel came out of it?

I think it was a matter of just keeping a close relationship to these
countries and having the leaders believe that the President was interested
in them and interested in their problems--

There is more to it than window-dfessing?

Yes. Were there not more to it than window-dressing, you wouldn't

have to have any extended meetings. When you go back to two, three,

four, and five meetings, then that indicates to you that they are getting
into some things.

With regard to one of those communiques, and I can't remember which--
maybe it was the President Thieu communique--I think maybe they met at
the Kaiser house and again at the CINCPAC headquarters, there was some
little disagreement about that. I think the Thieu representatives
had worked out everything but one thing that they couldn't agree on, and
the President and President Thieu got involved in it. Then they finally
got some factor worked out--I don't even know what it was,

Does the President ever express himself on Vice President Ry?

I vaguely have a recollection of him saying something, but I don't re-
member wiat it was.

Let's get to El Salvador.

The E1 Salvador trip was a very interesting trip. That was one, you'll
recall, where he went to El Salvador to meet with all of the leaders

of the Central American countries, Now that one was designed very clearl

and unguzsticnably to be one of trying to, not necessarily re-establish,

>ut carry on the close relationsnip between the United States and thess

ryeral histories:
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Central American countries,

To a certzin extent, that had been forecast at funta del Este which
precedes you.

Right, We went down there, I don't think there was any preconceived
communique or really, from the State Department's standpoint,~any joint
statecent that they wanted to release or problems they were trying to
work out. It was just, again, instead of inviting these people-to our
country, to show them that our President was willing to come to their
countTy--come to thea. You know, they pﬁt a lot of store in the bigger
man coming to them. I think that it was very successful from that
standpoint,

And then there was a little wrinkle to it that was thought up by
somebody. I don't even know, and that is that at the conclusion of the
meeting the President ought to invite each of these leaders of the Central
American countries to accompany him in Air Force One and let him take
each one of them home in Air Force One. Well, when this was tried on
for size through the State Department and with each of these Presidents
of the Central American countries, they were genuinely elated as I recall
the report back; because it gave each of them great, great stature and
prestige in their own country if they accompanied the President of the
United States on Air Force One,

Air Force One obviously, had become world-wide famous, really
because of the assassination., I think that's when people first started
hearing about Air Force One. To be able to ride on Air Force One with
the President of the United States and return you to your own country
accompanied by the President was a matter of great prestige. They all

immediately said yes., [t was to be worked out, and it was annouaced that g

that was what was going to take place, COPY iss UBRAR'{
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Shortly after the announcement--problems continued to crop up in
Guatemala, and there were many problems of insurrection going on within
the country, and attempted overthrows of tﬁe government, and a lot of
problems of rebels that were out trying to marshal their forces together
to overthrow the government, The CIA and the Secret Service, I remember,
came in aand said to the President that he ought not to go to Guatemala;
that they couldn't guarantee his safety, and that that was their res-
ponsibility; and that he ought not to go to Guatemala. The President
said very simply, "I'm going to Guatemala. I told the President of
Guatemala I was going to take him home. I told him that we were going to
go to Guatemala--"
Is this back in Washington or after he's down in El1 Salvador?
Down in E1 Salvador. "And we're just going to do it. I can't tzke these
other fellows home and then just--" I remember hearing him say, '"And
then let him parachute out over his country.” They suggest that he not
go, and there was a lot of discussion about it, and the President was
fairly adamant about it from the outset,
He never seriously entertained any idea of cancelling the whole--7
Not really, although that was suggested to him by the detective forces.
If you can't and Guatemala will feel it's an insult, then don't take anybody.
That's right. And I remember we decided that Guatemala, I believe, was
the last stop. I'm fairly sure it was. I think originally it may have
been going to be the third or fourth stop, and then the Secret Service

just changed that around so it would at least be the last stop--at least

ot

et everybody gone, so you don't have to worry about them. If you're

i3]

trying to rush some people back on a plane or something, you don't have
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so many people to worry about.

The thing that George Christian and I now--and only now--kid argund
about about this, and that is that when the President of the United
States is around, everybody likes to be around him. And a lot of that is
because the photographers are there taking pictures and the newsreel
pecole znd the cameramen and the TV people are taking pictures--even
amorz wnite House staff people, even among the Secret Service, even
amonz che military, if it's a question of standing 'way back over to the
side or being in kind of a group around the President maybe when the
cameras are going., You can see it in the White House old hands whether

thev're civilian or military or Secret Service or what. When we went to

thesz2 octher Centr2l American countries, we witnessed that kind of thing

the wav we always did. We'd land in each one of the countries--,

cult:rz, was the native art. e always wanted to see about some art.
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tralia, by the way, too.

D Zzn’t kacw whether this initiated with the President or with Jim
Jone: -~: »ilth whom, but the advance people that went to these countries
alor.- - o~ he representatives of the President of the country, arranged

for -.: . =ini of an art show at each airport, And we'd land at each
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airport, We'd get off and there would be a stage. The President would
go up and make a speech and introduce each of the Presidents, The local
President then would get up in all his glory then, be there and welcome
the President of the United States, There'd be bands. I think there were
some young kids dancing at one place. It was a really very festive sort
of a thing. Then we'd go inside at wherever the airpprt or the place we
landed was, and there'd be sort of an art show, and the Presidént would
purchase a painting. I think maybe in two or three of the countries the
Presidents of the countries presented the President of the United
States with a painting--just gave him one, and then maybe he bought one
or two others. He was not asking that they give him a painting. He was
willing to purchase the painting from artists who were willing to sell it.
Did he himself negotiate?
No. The price was never discussed., He would see something, and he'd say
he liked it. What happened is that there was a fellow with the State
Department who would go iun then and.purchase it for the President, and then
the President later would reimburse him.
The President would pay for these‘personally?
Yes. Because he planned to take them with him personally. He still has
them. I guess ultimately they'll be in the Library with these tapes.
I remember the rest of us purchased some, too; I still have some in
oy home, as a matter of facﬁ, from that very trip. |

But each of the stops was very festive, very enjoyable, delightful,
fun things after pretty mucﬁ of a fun trip to E1 Salvador. It had been
kind of low key. I remember I had eaten each night with the President at

the home. He was staying in the Ambassador'’s home--

£
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I'm not thinking in order, but an interesting

sidelight is that the Ambassador to El Salvador who later was appointed--

As

b}

matter of fact, when the President was down there, the President had

on nis desk back in Washington papers to name the Ambassador to Bolivia.

F: That's Raul Castro.

T: Yes. All I could rermember is a South American country.

And, by the way,

he wzs thought to be an extremely able Ambassador, and all of our con-

tacts with him were good.

The Ambassador, in addition to giving up his

ome to the President, which he very graciously and generously did and,

as you know, it was a very handsome home, had--I think he was referred

to as a houseboy-~hut had a Chinaman there named Wong or Chang or some-

thing. He was just super efficient. He couldn’t speak anything but

intellig

o

did a £i

Avhassador Castro, he said,
thao fellow from you."
And Ambassador Castro laughed and said,

Prcecident, whatever you want,'

and Chinese, but he was super efficient.

He was obviously very
ent and could anticipate whatever the needs were and really just
ne job and so impressed the President that I remember he told

"You know, before I leave here, I may steal

""Oh, that's fine, Mr.

And not just with the deference because

he w2z President, but I think partly because he thought the President was

S oA A -

thought the President was kidding, too.

might just steal that fellow from you.'

He doesn't have any family.

when we got ready to go, something was said--the President

"lell, he doesn’t have any family here. How he wound

They're all in Red
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China and he would like to get out, and he doesn't have any family.
He has said several times he'd like to go to the United States.”

So the President said, '"Well, I may just steal him from you,
then," and laughed about that,

And he sent somebody to this Chinaman and talked to him in Spanish
and said, '"How would you like to go to the United States and_work for
the President?”

He just said, 'Yes, fine.,"

The man said, 'Well, it may not be at the White House. He may
want you to work for him personally at his ranch.'" Oh, he thought that
was fine. I think he truly did not know what a ranch was to begin with.
We later found out there are a lot of things we take for_granted that
he didn't even understand at all. No comprende! And the first thing
you know, right with about five or six hours notice right before we
were getting ready to leave, the fellow says, fine, he'd like to go; and
the President says, 'Let's go." So here Wong is on an airplane leaving
with us, and he is now down at the LBJ Ranch. He did come back, and the
President has just been awfully good to him.

F: That's one way to get your life changed, isn't it?

T: Yes. He got into this country. Somebody was telling me recently he
has been able to re-establish some kind of communication with some of
his relatives in China,

F: He must have been a little pop-eyed on the trip. It would have been
nice if he had been sufficiently articulate to have been able to get
his reaction.

That's right, Then just before 1 zet back to Guatemala, one of the

1
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interesting things is, when he got back the president said now, "I've
got to cowmunicate with this man. Bring him in so I can talk to him and
see if he wants to work for me down at the ranch. We've never talked
about salary." So he got an interpreter and he talked to him, and there
wasn't any problem on salary. I think the fellow would have worked free,
but thes President worked out what I thought to be, at the time, a very
genarous salary with him.
T remember in the bedroom one morning when he was talking to
him zbout these, Ha was talking to him through an interpreter, said,
"™ow, you tell Wong that something has got to give. All he speaks is
Chinese and Spénish, and all I speak is English. Either he's going to
have to learn English or I'm going to have to learn Chinese or Spanish,
arnd I'm too old to learn. Now, you tell him he's going to have to learn
scme Enzlish so he can communicate with me." So the interpreter tells
him that. And this big smile comes across the face and he says, "Si,
si, si!'"" Shook his head up and down and smiled. The President really got
on him time and time again because he wasn't learning his English, which
he ultimately learned and is still with him. So that's one of the sou-
venirs the President brought back from that trip.

F: The President can speak a minimum of Spanish, can't he?

T: Oh, he can, sure, That was just to make effect.

1717 zet back to the trip, With regard to Guatemala, when we got

-5 there, we got airborne and the Secret Service says, VAll

reacy to I s

righz, heve we 20, We're going to land, but here's the problem. The
airc-o-ot is down in sort of a valley, and it's encircled by hills. A
moyur ti .o Cuit encircles the airport.”
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An extinct volcano.
That's right. '"We've had helicopters down there flying over the area.
We are satisfied that there are a lot of these rebels who are out to
embarrass and, if possible, probably even assassinate the President of
Guatemala, if they can. And they're out in those hills. The Prasident
of CGuatemala with all of his security force, combined with ours, we do
not have enought people to just ferret out all of the people in the
mountains and the hills. So we've got that kind of problem." So when
we started to land, it was suggested by some of the Secret Service tﬁat
those that didn't essentially have to get off of the plane stay on the

plane and not get off.

Well, I remember Jim Jones and I very quickly decided that that wasn't

going to fit our pistol very well. If somebody was out there about to

lob in some kind of a bomb or mortar or something, that plane was a

whole lot bigger target than somebody out on the runway. If you're going

to try to run for cover somewhere you'd at least have a place to go if

you're out there, If you sit in that airplane, that wasn't the way to

do it. So we decided that it was essential that we get off. It probably

was anyway, because we were doing some things for the President.

And the thing that I started to tell you that George Christian and
I now kid a little abgut is that wnen we got off at that time at that
airport, that for the first and only time that we can remember all these
people weren't crowding around the President, If he was going to be the
target and the President of Guatemala was going to be the target of
somebody tryving to get at them, these people who heretofore had wanted
to be sure they got close enough to have their pictures in the news

film or pictures in the still film decidasd that it wasn't quit¢.ﬁhat

¢
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up going to Chicago on his birthday for a party--kind of a big convention
party--for them to pay the tribute to the President they wanted to pay.
The people up there that had helped put it together had said that was

what they wanted, Vice President Humphrey had indicated that's what he

wanted, T thought that was what we would do.

F: There never was any question in your mind that Humphrey was the President's
choice?
T: No, I think not. I think he clearlywas the President's choice. I can't

even think of anybody who was not in the running that the President
might have preferred.

In any event, w2 got down to the ranch, and there are those--as
you and I talked about earlier, 1 guess before we got on tape--there are
those who suggested that Lyndon Johnson was pulling the strings aﬂ&\n
controlling convention. Marvin Watson being out there helped to give
rise to that. Marvin, like me, was named as a delegate to the convention
because of his friendship for John Connally. Governor Comnnally called
me and said, "I'm going to put you on as a delegate if you want to be
a delegzte,”" And I said, "Sure.," This was 'way back in May or June;
and did the same thing with Marvin,

The President, obviously, was interested. There's not any question
about that. In rmy judgment he was not manipulating or running the
convention. People that were friends of his by and large were, It
wasn't his enemies that were running 'it, but he wasn't running it. But
he was interested,

F: Was he on the phone much?
T: No. The interesting thing is that he did not want to be subjected to

the charge of running the conventilon, and he avoided talking to ca2naple
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The people up there at the outset in Chicago--and when I'm talking
about the people, I'm égain talking about the key people that were his
friends. I'm talking about the Connallys and the Watsons and the Jacob-
sons and the Dick Daleys and Buford Ellington, Governor of Tennessee,
and others., They wanted the President to come up. Before the convention,
this certainly was true. They wanted the.President to come &p because
they knew that Democrats generally want to pay some kimd of tribute to
him.

Even at that time once Lyndon Johnson announced that he was not going
to seek nomination, would not accept nomination, and would not be a
candidate‘for re-elaction, a lot of his opposition just dwindled out.

It's sort of like the people who aided Truﬁan that thought he was a
grand old man when he got out of office, and the President’s popularity
was going up, at that time, as it has gone up since. It was thought by
the President's friends that even the people who had opposed him politi~
cally within the Democratic party wanted to pay tribute to him as being
a man who had done a lot for the party; a man who had been the party's
leader. They were urging him to co=e.

Then, of course, once the convention got started, and all that
tragic situation that surrounded the conveztion-~without trying to assess
whose fault it was and exactly what happened, how it was precipitated.

At least 1t was very obvious--obvious from television without having to

get the personal accounts--that there was a lot of unpleasant activity
going on and people getting hurt and riots or near~riots taking place

in Chicago. And questions became raised by the Secret Service--they always

raise the first questiocn about the President's safety--about the President’s

;
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safety, Then later, I think everybody ultimately concluded that Lyndon
Johnson ceculd go to Chicago and return with safety. You know, it would
be 2 hell of a thing to conclude that there were places in the United
States that the President cannot go with safety.
F: Particularly to his own party.
T: That's right. Lyndon Johnson was not prepared to conclude that there
was 2ny place in the United States that he had to decline to go out of
fear. He never came to that conclusion and wasn't prepared to ever come
to that conclusiom. But because of the unruliness of the crowd within
and without the hall where the comwvention was being held, and because of
all that unhappy, unpleasant activity-~even in spite of the fact:there
wers people still urging the President to come--1 think he concludea
thzo he ought not to go. I think this was because--
T do think Lyndon Johnson wanted to go to Chiecago. I haven't talked
to im about it since. I don't know what his recollection of it is.
My -ecollection is that at the time he wanted to go. It was his birthday,
anc¢ if they wanted to have a party for him, it was his party. It was

the -avrcy that he had served and that had served him, and this was the last

corszncizn that he probably would go to. And I think he wanted to go.
jut there were people up .there that told him that, in fheir judg~

mer .. -7 =2 went to Chicago, it would be the source of some embarrassment

to “im teczuse a lot of these people without thinking might boo him.

Hic s--zorance might be the catalyst for some of these anti-war people

to .- an excuse to riot further and cause further umpleasant demonstra-

tic::. I ziink ne concluded that nis presence at the convention would

not .. vruning to the convention or the the unity of the party or

CaEe s L
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to the unity of the country; that on the other hand, his presence at the
convention might cause some disruption that would not otherwise oeccur

if he were not there, I think, with a lot of reluctance and with an awful
lot of regret, he decided that it was just better for him not to go to

the convention. I don't think that he declined to go and decided not

to zo because he thought that some booing would embarrass him--although
there were those in Chicago that dida't want him to go for thét very
reason. But I thiok he just decided that no good purpose could be served
by his presence, but some bad result might occur from it.

I do think it was a disappointment, because I do think he wanted to
to go. He wanted to be there. And the reason I say that is because~~
I'm not a long-time watcher of the Lyndon Johnson phenomena-~but I know
that when he gets unhappy he tends to have a shorter temper with people;
and I know that he was having shorter temper when he was grappling with
the problem and kind‘of short temper on other matters once he decided
that he couldn't and wouldn't go.

Did he as far as you know ever make any offer to help Humphrey during the
campaign?

Yes, I think so.

Do you believe the charge that he secretly hoped Nixon would win so thet
it would give you a chance to assay the Democrats?

No, I don't believe that at all, and the reason I don't believe it is
because he knew that there were some programs that he had started that
had not reached their culmination. He also knew that Humphrey had been
a part of those programs, and those programs would be c#rried through
under Humphrey whereas under MNixon they'd probably be scuttled for some

new and different prozrams, or if they were the same progra—s--. You
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know, the name of the political game is a little bit different than
ar--thing else, History clearly shows that leaders sometimes scuttle the
programs of their predecessor, and then resurrect the same program by a
new name so they can get credit for it. I'm not suggesting that Nixon
kas done that, but that's a potential danger. .

Or you can finish the program, but drop the enthusiasm out of it until--
you're still following the program but--
Right., I don't have any doubt in my mind whatsoever but that Humphrey

learly and unquestionably his only choice for the Presidency. Now

b3
8]
v
0

he also, though, felt a responsibility. T think there were some Humphrey
people who are urhappy with him and thought he could do more than he

did, and maybe by hindsight that's right. I don't happen to think so,
bu:z mevbe it's right. But the President also remembered that in addi-
tion to being maybe still the leader of his party--even though Humphrey
was th2 nominee--or maybe a co-leader or whatever name it goes by, that
i addition to that, he also was the President of the United States and
th:z itz was the judgment of the people that was going to prevail and not
tk2 judgment of Lyndon Johnson that was going to prevail as to who his

st zzssor would be.

In the area of foreign affairs he was particularly sensitive not

to - =znything that would cause any advantage or disadvantage from one
ca-=iiaze or another. And also not to do anything which would be construed
as -~ ‘cical, He was always saying, 'Well, we can't do that. I think
it . -2 right thing to do, but we may have to wait a little bit, or

re- :ow it because somebody will say it's political and thac'll ruin

it oLz 'liowill {c." e nad that kind of a problem. But I think he was
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for Humphrey, strongly! Everybody I know that he talked to about the
race, when he talked to them in my presence, he told them to get back and
get out and help Humphrey.

F: I haven't talked to either of the principals in this, but, as you know,
Connally and Ralph Yarborough, at least, had some shoﬁ of unity during
the latter stages of the campaign. Was the President instrumental in
this, or was this just the fact that these two old-line Democrats that
have come together because it's time to come together?

T: I would say, the President was instrumental in that, indirectly, if not
directly. Let me hark back to what I think I may have told you in our
initial interview. The relationship between Lyndon Johnson and John
Connally is such, znd for probably thirty years has been such; that they
do a lot of private communication with each other that nobody else is
privy to. You never really know when they've talked to each other and
when they have, what they've said, because they're both pretty ciose—
mouthed about it. They don't say, 'Well, let me tell you what I told
John," or, "Let me tell you what I told the President,"” sort of thing.
I've been on both ends, so I've got some idea about that. .I know the
President told Governor Connally that he desperately hoped that--maybe
desperately is not the fair word--ardently hoped that the Governor would
help Humphrey and do‘what he could to help him get elected.

F: Do you think Connally had been secretly helping Nixon?

T: No. I don't think he ever did.
Fe That charge has been made.
T: That charge has been made, and T don't think there's any truth to it;

particularly the recent charges that you and I have seen.

I: I haven't seen him since then, so I haven't asked him about that.

o
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The charge was that he was secretly helping Nixon--particularly with money
from 0il men--and that he was doing it in return for assurance that he

would be Secretary of Defense, or some Cabinet post; and that only in

the last three or four days when he saw that Texas was going Democratic

o,

and he decided that he didn't want it to go Democratic without him, that

he showed up in the Astrodome with the President and Yarborough.

The truth of the matter is he didn't show up at the Astrodome. He
joined Yarborough in early October in Fort Worth and Dallés and Waco--
more accurately joined Humphrey--he and Yarborough both joined Humphrey
in a2 show of unity. And I know it was a difficult thing for Governor
Connally to do. He did dislike, and does dislike, Ralph Yarborough. He
has made no bones about it.

Iz's mutual,

And I know that that view is reciprocally held by Yarborough. But I

think that that demonstrates more than anything that Governor Connally

wanted Humphrey to get elected, and was helping Humphrey. If he had been
ecretly for Nixen., Well, first of all, I don't find John Connally

bzinz secretly for anything. He's a man who's willing to get out there if

he's for something and get his name attached to it. But if he had been

L

Yarborough and decline to give this appearance of harmony within the

parzy. That would have been the end of it. I think maybe this state-~
IZ Jshz Counzlly had wanted it to, I believe he had enough followers to
dicz:77 or indirectly get this state to go for Nixon. All you've got

tc . “: zze the halr-thin marzin of the electien to conclude that.

Wa. 2 .moarrassing to the President in a sense, or annoying, the fact

P N T T
R R P Y I TR



LBJ Presidential Library ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT More on LBJ Library oral histories:
hitp://www.lbjlibrary.org Lyndon B. Johnson Library Oral Histories [NAID 24617781] http://discoverlbj.org/exhibits/showu?i'lzeh

42
communication operator on Air Force One--the only time I every saw him—--
sitting there with the communication coming in on what in a sense is a

teletype-type thing--

t)

Coming in in English or coded?

T: I believe it was coming in in English. He pulled the curtain around hinm
where he sits there on the plzne, it's sort of like you're in a voting
booth type thing, and there's a curtain that goes arouna. All the time
I was there and the literzlly dozens and dozens of times I was on Air
Force One, I never szw him pull that curtain around him--and he did,
When we landed, the President had had some conversation on the ground with--.

This is an interesting sidelight by the way. The President with his
telephone on there could talk to Washington in the air, but he had the‘
view--and I think the cowzmunications people indicated to me time and
again that he just was wrong-~but he had the view that it wa; more
secretive if he waited until he got on the ground and got hooked into
ground cormunicatlons; that it was more of a confidential thing.

r: If it was from the plane, it just kind of scattered,

T: The President never wanted to talk to anyquy in the air. Now, I would

talk; I would talk back to my office, or a lot of times to the Attorney

General, a lot of things while we were im the air. But the President

never would. He'd wait until we'd get down,

When we got on the ground, he talked to Walt, I guess it was. He
indicated something abcut a breakthrough of the Russians where they had
kind of agreed to have a meeting with him, probably in Russia. I remem-
ber that thz President got out of the airplane and went to the car and

waited in ths car. And he got very, very impatient and very irritated

SCOPY is UBRAQV?f
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because he was wanting this message to come through--wanted to read it.
This was when the communications fellow had the curtain draped around him.
The President kept saying, "Go back in there and tell him to hurry up."
Well, there wasn't any way to hurry it. The machines clicks it out at
a certain pace. It goes no faster or no slower than that machine goes.
All he's doing is--

Not even Lyndon Johnson can accelerate it.
That's right. All he's doing is just getting it., I remember the Presi-
dent was awfully impatient about it. I remember I got it and took it to

him in an envelope. I didn't know what it was. George Christian then

jon

told me, he said, 'You konow, thét is a very significant message--a
brezkthrough diplomatically, and we may be going to Russia,'" I think was
the corment he told me later on.

Then 1 remember the President commented on it a time or two very
privately., I'd hear him talk to Secretary Rusk or Mrs. Johnson in the
bedrgom. I never mentioned a word of it except I thought that we were
going to a meeting in Russia some time in the fallj;and that that was
what--I never did see this message, he didn't hand it to me or say,
"Read it, and tell me whatAyou think of it." But I remember that--

I believe we were going to announce one morning, mid-morning or mid-day,
that the President was going to Russia; and the night before that announce-

ment szs o be nacde was when the Russians invaded (zechoslovakia. And

you wnow, the ball game was over, so to speak., I was at the White House

and woriiinz that evening when he assembled all the Security Council
and =i.:2% zzour it, but I didn't sit in on it.
Were - invzived at all in the transition effort?
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T: Not as directly as, say, Charlie Murphy was. I was involved in them--
F: From your standpoint, how did it go?

T: I thought very well.

F: Just in your own personal experience.

T: I thought it went very well, I was kind of surprised. First of all,
President Johnson admonished each of us individually and collectively,
to lezve nothing undone in being helpful to the Nixon people. He said,
"you just do what you would want somebody to do‘for you if you were coming
in," Ard I must say 1 remembered when I was coming in with John Con-
nally in January of f63, and I had some feeling for how difficult it is
with some folks who don't know what was going on.

I remember that I thought at the time that the counterpart to at
least some of what I was doing would be John Erlichman. That was the
indication i had as a matter of fact. I was impressed not only by
Erlichman but by really everybody else th#t I met. Erlichman and
Haldeman and--. I can't remember now who all the others were, but those
two stick in my mind, and the others are characteristic. That while I
thought each of them to be very, very efficient aﬁd very knowledgeable
about what was goiﬁg on, T also found ghem to be éretty cold fishes. TWe
tried to be nice to them. We had sort of a joint cocktail party, I
remember at one time, down in the White House Mess where we kind of
mixed and mingled and we all had a little drink. It was late in the
afternoon. Thev were even very cold then--very formal, and very bus-
inesslike.

I never could decide whether it was because they thought that we

were a bunch cf buffoons who didn't know what we were doing and they were

-
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going to come in and correct all the ills of the country, or whether it
was maybe some deep-seated lack of trust or confidence in us, or what
it was. But I remember very clearly in my mind what I thought to be a
very formalistic, cold attitude from them. An example of it: I had a
conversation with John Erlichman one time, and I said, '"John, I understand
very well that each Administration will conduct some of its activities
in its own way and differently. One of the things that I have been
responsible for is the handling and the conduit for appointments to
the federal judicizry. I have had Warren Christopher, the Deputy At-
torney General, put teogether a memorandum spelling out in detail how they
handle these nominations from their standpoint, and I can put together
a memorandum Saying hew we handle the nominaticns., Now I'm not suggesting
to you that you want to handle it the same way at all, but at laast
this will give you an idea of how we did it., If you think there are
any defects to it, you'll know what they are, and you can change it.

i'll be glad to do that if you'd like that, you think it would be
helpful."

1 remember he very coolly said to me, '"Yes, that'll be all right,
if that's what you want to do," and didn't really seem to want it at all.
It was all I could do--it was only because of my very recent admonish-~
ment from the President to be nice that I didn't say anything more.

But I just said, 'Now, I don't have this yet, and 1'11 héve to
put it together. If vou're just going to discard it and don't have
any use for it, I don't particularly want to go to the trouble of put-
ting it “czether. 71 don't need it for my files."

And he said "Yes, why don't you put it together!"™ Which, with
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some reluctance after that kind of reception, I .did. He had gone back
to New York where they were staying, and I Qent it to him--sent mine and
Warren Chirstopher's memorandum to him, saying again, '"Here are the
memoranda as to how we handle it. If you have any questions or there's
anything further that I can get for you, I'll be happy to do it: I never
even got a response to the letter.
So I remember the tramsition. I think it went very smoo;hly, aé
a matter of fact, I think things went very well.
F: There was no diminution of pace in those closing days?_
T: No. Tt was.a difference--
F: You didn't phase out. You just went up and quit?
T: That's right. There was a difference. I think that, because of what I
was telling you about in the Wirtz episode of the President saying,
"Je're not going to start anything new that can be held off,".we weren't
in the initiation stages of anything. But we were in the culmination
stages of an awful lot of things. But the pace didn't slacken at all.
I didn't see any slackéning of pace until higﬁ noon January 20.
F: Were you involved in that last-minute Udall episode?
T: Yes and no., DeViel Piersoﬁ probably could give you the full reading on
that. I was there.
F: Udall has given it to me,
T: T was there, and I remember the President looked upon the renaming of &ge
memoral stalium-~D.C. Stadium in Washington~-as the Robert F. Kennedy
Memorial Stadium by Udall as being intentionally trying to take a poke at
him by Udall, because although unquestionably Udall had the authority to
do that, that is not the type of thing that a Cabinet Officer wop;d,
have done without at least telling the Fresident.

- CCPY 18) UBRARY'
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Whe: I was saying is that this renaming of the stadium after a very
well~known and controversial political figure like that, is not the type
of thing that a Cabinet Officer ordinarily would do without advising the
President about it ahead of time--not clearing it with him, but advising
him of it. The President didn't learn about it until after it was

anncunced, and a fait accompli. That just, I think, was done by Udall

with full knowledge of what he was doing. He knew that this was the type
of thing he probably should advise the President of, but he intentionally
didn't.

I was there on--I just remember it was a Saturday when all of the

big flap between the President and Udall transpired. It seemed to me like

You had the other problem, of course, that Udall set aside this great

gob ~7 land end the President wouldn't go with it, and Udall had to back

down

Righ= ;a3 there when the flap came up over that, I remember that he
was ccohciulzd to see Udall and DeVier on that Saturday to talk about that.
It s¢==s to re like the appointment was two or three in the afternocon.

Jim . e ocas out of town for some reason, He had [recently] been married
and = . :vZoIfen where he was, but he was gone. I had handled the
anpo’ tvonoc ek all day. I remember the President saw DeVier earlier
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in the day, and, by hindsight, I know that he went over this matter with
him,

Then DeVier got Udall over there and was talking to him and called
and said, 'Secretary Udall is in my office. See if the President would
like to see us." 1I went in and told the President. The President was
very irritated and said, “Now, I told DeVier that I wanted hiﬁ to work
out with Udall. I don't want to talk to him while they're seeing if
they can work it out, If I'd wanted to do that, I'd have gotten him over
here and T'd have worked it out with him. You tell him to finish working .
it out, and when he gets it worked out, come back to me. I don't want
to talkgvéo them while they're working it out." He said it in a little
bit stronger tone than that, as I have a very vivid recollection. I told
DeVier Pierson that, and DeVier and Udall spent the rest of the afternocon-=-
it was a Saturday and Sunday. As a matter of fact, I'm inclined to thing

this might have been the Saturday and Sunday before the 20th~-the follow-

ing week~-,

F: It was. It was that last weekend, the very tag end.
T: Before the following Monday noon.
F: Monday noon was when it was all over.

T: That's when it was then. 1 never did get into the details of the
controversy, and that really was a Lyndon Johnson-Stu Udall-DeVier
Pierson activicy.

F: What was your last morning at the White House like-—-on that Monday
morning? 1t all ended on January 20, Monday, at noon.

T: Very hectic. The President had invited me and my family to ride back
to Texas on Alr Force Onz with him, We had made arrangements for a
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young man who was coming down in this direction to drive our car so we
didn't have the problem of the car. My wife--as she said she has done
ever since we've been married--moved us. When we've moved, she says
I'm never around, and that certainly was true then. This very weekend
we 're talking about the movers came out and packed us up and moved
everything out of our house and headed toward Texas with it.‘ We had
turned the keys over to a real estate agent who was selling it for us.

My wife's brother and his family lived in Anmapolis, still do, where he

teaches in the Naval Academy; so my wife and children went over there and

staved with them and I stayed in a hotel in Washington.
Beiore I get to the last day, let me tell you about the last night
whizh wcu probably have heard from others. Lyndon Johnson and Mrs.

Johimson I believe did the nicest thing for their staff--staffs, both of

them, the President's staff and Mrs. Johnson's staff--that could possibly

have bean done, I would think that the last night that they were going
to ssend in the White House would be of such significance to them that

the mizht want to have the Cabinet in--key leaders of Congress, or just

have =hzir family if they wanted to go in another direction. But what
the:- Izcided to do was have a relatively small, very, very mice buffet-
cocl:zzli party for the staff in the White House in the Mansion on the
seccni Zloor.

Jus~ =23 and mates?

And —z7z:--and spouses. It was as nice and as fun--under fairly sad
cir-umz-cnzes in a way--as anything that transpired during the time I
was - 12z, The President was not diminished one bit by the fact
tha- = =z nis last night. I think he's the greatest story teller

NI e
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I ever heard, bar none, and he was in good form that night. It was kind
of like a yo-yo, kind of back and forth. He was in great form, and then
he'd be quiet awhile~ and he'd look very sad and very unhappy; and then
he'd get back into it with his loud, booming voice, ﬁelling some Story

with all the motions that he puts into a story.

-

F: He wasn't attempting though to induce any kind of real sentimentality?
T: Not at zll,

F: An& make the tears flow.

T: Not at all. There was some dancing. They had a little orchestra up

there, and there was some dancing. I think maybe a little Marine, four
or five~-piece orchestra; I remember the only sad thing was they struck
up ""Hello Dolly," and everybody on the staff sang the '"Hello Lyndon'"
song that brought lots of tears to lots of eyes, not the least of whom
was the President.

He made a little speech for the end of it that was a sort of thank-
you speech, but ﬁuch more eloquent than just saying thank you. I don't
even remember the words of it. I remember it was very moving at the time.
It was just a lovely, lovely evening. I remember so well hbw thoughtful
a gesture I thought it was at the time, and my thoughts about it haven't
changed any since then. But that was the last night.

The last day, I believe that--first of all, from my standpoint, I
spent the night in a hotel with my wife. My children were over in Anna-
polis. She got up early the next morning to go get them in a car that
I think we rented or borrowed or something.

You hadn't lost your White House car, had you?

ry

]

No, but I dida't use the Vhite House car to transport my wife around,

althouzh somsz did. T had a little reticence about that. But she left,

2
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and I got to the White House, and it was a busy, busy morning. First of

all--

F: Did it start out as routine? I mean, did you go to the bedroom or--?

T: First of all, I didn't go to the bedroom. I was tying up some loose ;

ends on something, Since then, Harry Middleton, who is helping. the

President write his book, called me not long ago, and he said: "I gee
by the diary here that the President called you at nine-fifty, and--it
seems to me 1ike he left the White House at eleven, and he called me
like ten-twenty--and he said, I'm writing this., What was he calling you
about?"

And T said, "The truth of the matter is T don't remember. All T
remember, it was some little project that he chastised me because we
hadn't tied up the ends on, and I told him I was finishing it up that
day. Hz was chastising me pretty severely about waiting until the last
minute." It seems to me like it was something we started Saturday, so
it wasn't waiting too much to the last minute about finishing it up.

But I remember it was a very, very hectic pace, because there were some

things that had to be done that he wanted done. It was a matter of Just
finishing them up,

of ccurse, he left at, it seems to me like, maybe ten~thirty
or eleven, to go to the swearing-in ceremony. I dida't g0 to that.

And T think as vour records reflect, he went from there to Clark Clif=-

ford's house for a little farewell luncheon.

F: Now all =sur flies had preceded vou. They had gone so you were just
workinz w1:% what was on top of your desk, in effect,
T: Yes. 0o fzcretaries were still there, Both of them were there, and we
SRER o @ .
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were finishing up. I think there may have been still some papers that
they were going to take when I left.

Had your successors begun to move in yet?

No, but they were going to move in that afternooﬁ.

It wasn't going to be long.

I recember--

Is there a general kind of a clean~sweep down, fore-and-aft thing, at
that time to get the thing--

Pretty much. You kmnow, you clear out all the papers--all the books out
of the shel&es, all the papers, everything! I remember my good friend
Joe Califano--. As you know, there's a Presidential phone system that
everybody among at least the seven or eight key staff people--I gﬁess
there weren't more than about seven or eight that had on their telephone
a little red line that had "POTUS" on it. EOTUSf-President of the
United States is what the POTUS stood for. The President had a button
on his telephone with my name on it. If he pressed that button and
picked up his receiver, it rang in my office--and it didn’t just ring,
it didn't just buzz, but as I'm sure you know from being there, it sounded

like a fire alarm going on. There was never any question when the Presi-~

)

dent was calling you. Nobody had else had that, and it clearly was the
President. He had those buttons in his office~-all the phones in his
office-~in his bedroom, and in the second floor sitting room. So he
called all the time, and everybody, when that phone rang, whatever they
wvere doing--if they were talking to somebody they either cut them off

or put them on hold, not because you felt an urgency to cut off a second

or two in getting over there, but vou really wanted to cut off that .-

£
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loud ding of the ring. Aund everybody always answered it, '"Yes, sir,"

or, 'Yes, sir, Mr. President," OQccasionally it wouldn't be the Presi-
denz, Tor example, I1'd be in his office and he'd say, '"Call George and
ask him something," and I might ring George and talk to him.

You noticed the difference in tone when it was you and George answered--
wnen he heard it was you?

He'd say, ''yes, sir," and then 1'd say, "George, this is Larry. The
President wants to know so-and-so." There is a big difference, yes.

But I remember that I thought that the last gesture that I ought to
do was-~Joe Califano was down in his office and just as soon as the Presi-
dent left and went on and got in the car--we were watching it on tele-
vision, we didn't have to be over in the front of the Mansion, we were
watching it on television. Iswent to the President's office and puunched
Joe Califano's button; and picked it up, and it rang in his office while
he was trying to pack and everything. I remember he grabbed the phone and
said, ''Yes, sir, Mr. President." All he had to do was to have watched
television to know it couldn't be the President because the President
had just gotten in the car with Nixon--

He had been suckered.

Anyway, he said, 'Wes, sir, Mr. President," and I just said, "Go to
hell, Jce Califano,’” and hung up. The girls in his office tell me that
therz was just this kind of look of shock or surprise on his face, and

it tock him a few minutes to comprehend exactly what was happening. That
was — lzszt use of that phone svstem,

2 2ld pack up then, and I wet the President at the airport.
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F: You were on your own from the time you left--from the time, in effect,
he left and the time you left the White House until you showed up at
Andrews?

T: At Andrews, right. And it wasn't very long to be on my own. I just went
on out there and met my wife and children who were there,

F: On a cold, raw day.

T: On a very cold, raw day., But it was a very moving ceremony at the airport,
with an awful lot of people put:there--a_tremendous number of people,
and a great outpouring of all of his friends, his Cabinet, key Congres-
sional leaders--the whole thing.

Just as an interesting sidelight, here a Republican President had
just been sworn in. The Republican Administration had begun. The parade
was still going on, as a matter of fact. And one of the people at the
airport was George Bush! I saw him and told him then and told him later,

I said, '"George, I don't know what you're out here for, but I want
you to know among the people that are appreciative of it is me, I think
it's a very kind gesture."

And he said, 'Well, he's my President, and he is leaving town; and
I didn't want him to leave this town without my being out here and
paying my respects to him. I have great respect for his successor, but
his successor is going to be here., And I'm going to have the opportunity
for a long time to come to see him, But he was, up until an hour ago,
ry President and he's leaving this town. The very least I can do is to
be here and pay my respects.”

F: I saw him, I said the same thing to him, and got almost the same reply

with the only variation at all was that he said, '"He has been my

. ¢
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President, and he's alsso my leader from my home state, and I didn't think
I belonged anywhere else.,” .And I thought it was quite a gesture,
Oh, I did, too, Of course, that was kind of a sad time at the airport.
There were a lot of tears on a lot of people's faces out there on that
occasion. You were on the plane back, weren't you, Joe? )
Yes. I was going to ask you though, to get it on tape, what was the
modd like on the plane coming back?
More routine than sad or relieved or anything. It was very quiet. I
remember, because my family was there I didn't go into the President's
compartment as much as I--I usually was in the President's compartment
when I was on the plane with him, but I waan't there as much. I remember
the President was in his bedroom resting most of the time., I remember
he came out into the other compartment, and 1 remember that he was

sitting up in his--He usually ate on the airplane, but he obviously had

just gotten through eating over at Clark Clifford's house. I wouldn't

really characterize it as happy or unhappy or relieved. It was just
kind of quiet. There was a little activity going on.

Did he ever comment to you on the reception he got at Bergstrom?

Yes. I think he was surprised. I don't think he ever anticipated that
reception,

I got the feeling--~in fact, pretty straight, that he discouraged any at-
tempt to get a crowd out down here,

He did.

But other people worked behind the scenes.

As a matrer of fact, I was one of the people that helped because--I

wasn't triyinz to generate a crowd, but I was helping to tell the.peopole
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about what time we'd be there . They said--these are local people that
want to be there-~if he's coming back to our state, we want to greet
him, When is it going to be?" And I didn't say, '"Oh, now, the Presi-
dent doesn't want gpou to have this," As a matter of fact, I did say,
"The President has indicated he doesn't want this, but I think it's a
good fdea." Then I helped them with the timing on it, and it was a
genuine thing here. Nobody had drummed it up.

One of the worst traffic jams in history. I don't know whether you
stuck around for it or not,

I stuck around a whole lot longer than I wanted to because we got out
there and couldn't get away from Bergstrom. I remember one street got
closed upvbecause of a wreck or'sometﬁing. But the President had generated
crowds--. Let me tell you that everybody that knows a political opera-
tive knows that sometimes there are crowds that are generated--that's
the reason you send out advance men sometimes--but this was just a--
That's the reazson you have helicopters in a Senatorial campaign.

That's right. But this one was a very genuiné crowd that came out all
of their own volition. And I guess that's about the end of what I know.

That's good. And I thank you, Larry.
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By Yarry Temple . " .

to the

Lyndon Baines Johnson Library

In accordance with Sec., 507 of the Federal Property and Adminis-
trative Services Act of 1949, as amended (44 U.S.C. 397) and regulations
issued thercunder (41 CFR 101-10), I, , hereinafter
referred to as the donor, hereby give, donate, and convey to the United
States of America for eventual deposit in the proposed Lyndon Baines
Johnson Library, and for administration therein by the authorities
thereof, a tape and transcript of a personal statement approved by me
and prepared for the purpose of deposit in the Lyndon Baines Johnson
Library. The gift of this material is made subject to the following

terms and conditions:

1, Title to the material transferred hereunder, and all literary
property rights, will pass to the United States as of the date of the
delivery of this material into the physical custody of the Archivist

of the United States,

2. It is the donor's wish to make the material donated to the

United States of America by tefms of this instrument available for
research as soon as it has been deposited in the Lyndon Baines Johnson

Library.

3. A revision of this stipulation governing access to the material
for research may be entered into between the donor and the Archivist of
the United States, or his designee, if it appears desirable,

4. The material donated to the United States pursuant to the fore-
going shall be kept intact permanently in the Lyndon Baines Johnson
Library.
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