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June 2, 1976

H. A. (TONY) ZIEGLER

MICHAELVL. GILLETTE

Office of Mr. Charles Boatner, Fort Worth, Texas

This interview is on the last section of Tape 2, pages 55-67, and at the

end of Tape 3, pages 71-72, Interview IV, Charles Boatner.

B: You might start in with your first meeting with Lyndon and how

you got associated with him in the NYA. Say what your name is »

- and so forth for the transcriber.

Z: I'm Tony Ziegler, and my first contact with LBJ Was through C. N.

Avery in Austin. Avery had been Congressman Buchanan's éampaign

chairman for years. So I had worked for the Texas Quarries stone com-

pany, and Avery was one of the officials of this company. C. N. happened

to be in Washington the day that LBJ was appointed state director
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of'the Natipna]-?outh Administration for Texas, and LBJ told mé
later that éfter he got his appointment he went down to the dining
room there in the house and C. N. Avery tapped him on the shoulder
and said, "I've got a friend by the name of Tony Ziegler that wou]&,

1ike to have a job. 1'd like for you to interview him when you»get
ready to hirg down in Texas." LBJ told me that, fhat C. N. tapped
him on the shoulder. So I had an interview then wiéh LBJ and he
hired me. ‘. | |

. Then we'd work lafe every night. /ﬂe was working on tﬁe:

student aid part of it then, so a lot ‘of times we'd be theré at
eleven or twelve o’clock at night. LBJ would come by or be there
and sign the payroils and send theﬁAon in to the WPA at’ Austin, ;
who processed fhem_and sent them their checks.‘ I gueés after |
about six weeks one day LBJ ésked-me to go to San Antonid with him,
and he said, "Ask your wife if she wouldn't‘]ikevto go. I'1 take
Lady Bird and we will the four of us go to San Antonio. Me‘]] 96
over to the WPA and work out some deals over there, and then |

- we'll have dinner together and come on back." 'He had a very
enjoyable evening, and we got accomplished in San Antonio what we

" wanted to accomplish. We got home that evening and Catherine,
my wife, td]d me, "Tony; that man some-day is going to be president
of the United States." I said, "Hﬁy? What ﬁakes.yoﬁ think so?”
She said, "I don't know, I can just feel it. ‘When I hear him talk,
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I can just feel it."” So later on Catherine told Lady Bird about it.
Then through the years we met them in washlngton and we wou]d go
up there about every year. When they vere ]1v1ng at the Pear]
Mesta home we were invited out, and the last thing.Catherine said.
to Lady Bird [was]: ."Lady Bird; the next time we come to Washington
you will all be in the White House.” She said, "0h, that coutdn't
be." So sure enough the next t1me we were in Nash1ngton they -‘
were in the thte House.
G: What was your function in the NYA?
Z: | My function in the NYA? At first'I ﬁas qorking dn the student aid,v
- and then in the fall just befgre'the start of 1936 LBJ sent me to
Vichita Falls to open a district office in Wichita Falls, Texas.
Then something interesting. 1'd been there about oh probab]y a
week or ten days, and LBJ sent Sherman Blrdwe]1 around to check on
the boys and see if e were getting anybody to work. You see the

- OPA had assigned the youth and they héd to pay for them, and we had '
to keep time on the youth. In other wérds, it was a deal where‘

| they had more work than they could do, and then it was talking
them into takingvon this extra work of NYA. So Sherman‘Birdwe11
came up there onz Suhday night. 1I'd talked to a couple of girls
at the OPA personnel office and they said they'd-work on Sunday
night, and the personnel director said he would.

B: That's the Birdwell ranch family? '

1: No, Sherman Birdwell. He owned an interest in the Cook Funeral

Home in Austin. I think he still does. But he'd been a friend
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of LBJ's for a long, long time. So Sherman got up there on the train
from Fort Worth and Denver and got in about nine-thirty or ten o'clock
that night. He knew our office was in the radio building in Wichita
Falls, up on the sixth floor. So he said when he got off the train
and went over two blocks to the hotel he thougﬁt he'’d locate the,
radio building, and he located the radijo building. It was jugt two
b]oéks from the hotel. He.saw a ]ights‘up there on the sixth floor,
SO he_céme on up. Theré was about seven people from OPA working for
NYA there at ten o'c]ock on Sunday night. He said, "Well, I'11 have
- a good report then to give to LBJ. I‘]]:take out early in the
morning, and -1 can get an extra day's work in." He said, "You
know, LBJ never wants us to waste a mfnute if we can keep from it.”
G: Did he ever tell you how he got that appointment, who influenced
his getting the NYA directorship? |
Z: No, he never did tell me. Congressman Buchanan vas the chaiﬁman of
the Appropriations Committee; I'm sure he had something to do witﬁ it.
G:  He used to refer to these people who were with him in these days as
NYA boys, people who had gone back--
Z:  Yes. |
G: Who else did this include? I know that Jake Pickle wvas involved then
" “and Ray Roberts.
Z: Ray Roberts, Afthur Brisbane-éhe lives in San Antonio now. I don't.
know how many. There couldn't be too many of those. That was
written the last full day he was in office, and see, he goes clear

back to NYA days.
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G: Yes. Sure js.
Z:  I'11 get you to see that charter.
G: What was unique about Texas that was ]ack1ng in other NYA states?
what rea]ly distinguished the Program that he directed in Texas?
Z: I thlnk one of the big things was getting sponsors to snonsor
projects, In other uords not let Uncle Sam pay for it a]], let_i
the cities and countles put some money'in it, tob. Because LBJ
~always told me, "The more money or interest or time you can get
somebody in on something and then get their names 1n the paper,
they'11 he]p you just that much more, see? But they've got to
be a part of it." For lnstance later on we had a project, a
girls residence center over at Mrnera] Wells, and the city of
‘MineraT Wells put money in it, 1 think about fifty or sixty
dollars a month. The schoal dlstr1ct put some money in it, and.
the city also furnlsned the wvater free. Then Jack County'and
Young County and Palo Pinto County, those three counties’ commIS—
sioners a]] put money in and sent the girls from their countijes
in there. In othar words, all together we had about two hundred
dollars a month conlng in with about six different sponsors. We
really tied in there, you see.
Now one of the things where Texas led off fast, too, was in
roadside parks. LBJ so]d.the State Highway Department on the |
‘roadside picnic parks. Also, in Wichita Falls--and it's stil]
standing there--we built a three-and-a-half mile cement sidewalk

along the state highway from the edge of Wichita Falls out to where
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there wds a school.but there so these kids would not have to walk on
the highway. They could walk on that concrete. The State of Texas
and Mr. Hoodard's superv{sor up the;e, the StateiHighwa& Department
chairman;'fhrnished all the materiafs and all, and all that the

" National Ybuth Administfation did was furnish the']abor. They built
§everg] iron bridges, and they taught é éoup]e of,oﬁf boys how to .
weld wheﬁ they built these iron foot brfdges. ‘But i'd say he gofv
a lot of people to work right quick. | ; o

G: He seemed io-idehtify, I suppose, with the New Deai.

1: Oh, yes. Yes, yes.

G: Could you sense an admiratioq for President Rooseveit-onlhis pért
then?

Z:  Yes. ?es,-yes. o O X

G:  Really? |

1: Yés, thare wasn't any'question about thét;
G: Can you recall anyfhing in particular that he miéht have said?
Z:  No. Once in a while he would refer to him as the Ch%e% and how he
wantad us to help these underprivileged youngsters. |
G: I believe Mrs. Roosevelt made a tour ofisome of the Texas‘projects.
‘Were you oﬁ hand then? |
Z: Yes. She dedicated the 1ittle chapel up.here at Denton. You know
. about that I guess. I was there for the dedication of that; of
“course that wasn't in my district; I didn't have‘anything to do
with that. That came under Dallas.

B: Tony, when President Roosevelt would make a fireside chat; would
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Mr. Johnson remind you'all that the President was going to spzak that
night-- | |

Yes, a lqt.of times he would. Yes.

--or point out in memos later what the President had séid.that
pertained to your program? |

Yes, he did that. | -

What were some of the worst problems that you facod with the NYA?

Do you.remember anything in particular that was challenging, too,

“other than just getting people to work?

The big thing was getting people to work. In otﬁer words, you
didn't have your own organization to gei aboard, you had to depend

on talking somebody else out of it.

" have had,
- X

say, with the national office or any of the other state-agencies?l.
Well, the other state agencies-- . -

I mean fedéral agencies, I should sdy.

Federal and state agencies, too, that Qe were supposed to work with
to LBJ never vorked fast enough. They always took too much time;
In other words, "We ought to kave that done and be on something
else by now,"” see? He was a driver. He wanted to get this done
and get that done and do this and do'thaf. '

Did Aubrey Williams evef come down during this period?

Yes. |

What were your impressions of him?

1 thought that he was a vefy smart man. In my association with him
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I Tiked him. He was dedicated to thé Job he was doing; I mean, he
wasn't just working at a job, he was really interested. |
G: One of the things I've read about the Texas NYA that was unusual
was the program that prepared Negroes for co]iegeﬁ It.was sort-
of-a summertime prep course. Do you recall thét sort of a Head
Start for blacka graduat1ng from high school and 901ng 1nt0
; college? -
Z: No, I don't remember'fod imuch. 1 know we had these residence
centers. Ue had one down in Inks Dam and one out at Ranger. We
~ had them scattered all over the state where they learned what in
" NYA we ca]led "hor< experience” 1nstead of skills, in other words‘
where they had wal 1ng and radio and that. Sometimes the state
furnished the instructors and sometimes NYA futgished thg instrdc-
tors, you know; | )
G:  Well now, Senator ¥irtz was on that NYA board, Alvin Wirtz.

Z: Yes, Alvin.

G: Bid ydu have much contaét with him?

Z: Yes,'sir. He attznded a lot of our meetings in-Austin.
G: Did he?

Z:' Yes.

G: What was his role? How did you see his relationship with Lyndon
Johnson? | '
Z: More or less an adviser, just like Robert B. Anderson frdm up at

" Vernon, before he was secretary to the Treasury. He was on his

committee, too.
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G: Generally, what sort of advice would they give? In what kind of
situations?
Z: Just, I'm sure, suggestions for projects, and LBJ was letting them

know vhat wa§ being accomp]ished on these various projects.‘
G:  I've gotten the 1mpre551on that Senator Wirtz was his early polltlca]
mentor, that he gave him.a Iot of good 1ns1ghts into pol1t1cs.
_Z: Yes. I'm sure of that. Now I worked in two of LBJ's campaigns.f
' I was WOfking for the government, resigned my job an& went té work
in the campaigns. And Bob Anderson, up at Vernon, wroté a lot of
his speeéhes. ﬁe was an excellent speechwriter, Bob was, and Bob.

would try them out on me then.

G: Which campaigns were these? - - -

¢
¥

Z: That was that first one.

G: For Congress in 193772

Z: No.

G: Or 1941, the Senate race?

Z: - Forty-one, fhe Senate race, yes.

G: What did you do in that campaign?

.Z: I would work with the newspapers and then help set up these . . . .
For instance, in this last one, you see, he was going by helicopter.

And for instance, I'd go over to Mineral Wells and help. I a]ﬁays

. had two sound systems. Of course one, you know, is liable to go

haywire. So promote two séund systems, so-- |

G: A backup.

Z: --when he spoke you'd have a backup with you. He'd pat.me on the
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back for that. He said, "0ld Tony, he’s got another one there, so
if this one [breaks down] we got another one to stand on." Ih those
days, in jerkingrthem around in cars and that,'they could come apart.-
G: ° Do you have.any particular reco]]ections'of ihe 1941 éampéign vihen
he ran against W. Lee 0'Danie]? First of all,. his décision to run,
- were you involved in any of-this? | .
Z: No, I wasn't there. |
G:  Did you travel with him during that cémpaign?
Z:  Just in the counties éround Fort Worth.
G: I‘see. |
Z: Maybe out a hundred, a hundred and f]fty miles, Tike to Wichita
Falls. He had me out to take straw polls for h1m and he taught -
me how to take tham. S -
G: How did you do that?
Z: You figure out a town, and then you figufe out the perceﬁtages of—
people. In other words, the silk stocking roll, you waht to get
- So many out there, and so hany union, you see, and so many Negro ;,
‘whera they lived, and the Mexicans where they lived, thenm you
éverage that all together and ydu take a poll, and if you're
getting about 90 ?er cent of the vote’yoU're-doing awfully good.
See what I mean? ‘
6: Sure..
Z: Yes. That was interesting. When he was elected pres%dentI made

them for about twenty—two counties that I was working, and I didn't

miss it over 3 per cent on any county that I had taken these polls in.
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That's awfully good.

I sent them to CYiff Carter. You remember him. Or have you heard

~of him?

SureT Wéil, back to the NYA. Can Yyou recall his deéision to resign
the.directofship in order to run for that congressfonal seat after N , '*%1"
Congressman Buchanan died? _ | | -

Yes. He had told the boys in the Wichita Falls papers and the boys

in the Abilene paper. They knew that some day he was going to run

for Congress because he told them. In other words;‘he was trying

to get the nehspapers to‘back him, which they did, when he ran for
the Senate later. They were both Harte—Hanks papers. |

But did he tell you that he was going to resign to run for Cohgress’
No, he didn't tell me.

He didn't.

I just saw it ance . . . .

Yes. I just wondered 1f‘you knew of his decision to How about

Mrs. Johnson during this per1od, was she supportive of him actively?

Yes, all the way through. Yes.

Did she prove to be an asset, and if so, how?

Yes, very much of an asset. She could talk for him. 'You see, she
has a}degree in journa]ism, though,ffrom the University of Texas.
She's a good writer, and she's just a'smart person. I'm an old
German?cand1e maker. : |

Well, this is a letter thanking you for a German candle. |

Yes, and for twenty years, see. HWe stil] send her ohe every year.

[y
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G: That's something.

Z: We were down to the party they had down there about a month ago and
| :I saw a lot of the old NYA boys then, BIII Deason, I guess. " Have
. you ‘talked to h1m7 - -
,” 'G: No, but I'm plann1ng to. _ '
;. Z:: Now Bill should be ab]e fo he]p you a lot- Of_coﬁrsé, he ﬁas'what
| I'd call a third man. See, Jesse Ke]]am was the firs£, and theﬁ':
Bill Deasdn. | - | | .
é:> After LBJ resignad and took the seat in Congress and I be]1eve -

}
_ Jesse Ke]]am tock over, d]d the NYA change any in terms of its’

‘-

" direction? - - .
Z:  No, it was Just szme way Jesse's a.ﬁard ﬁorker, too,:jugt ]iké
oL | | - .
G: --'Ishe‘? .

“Z: Yes. |
6:  Did LBJ continue te have an involvement with the NYA; or did he
-Tezva that to Jesse?

1: He 127t more of that to Jesse after he took over.

G: Did he?
Z: Yes.
G: You d1dn t have to worry about him showing up to see if you were

[workingl? Anythlng else on the NYA days that you remembar?
Z: No.
G: . Did you ever meet his parents back then?

Z: Yes, I met his daddy and his mother, too. He used to have a sister
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who lived here in Fort Horth, and his mother used to ride up here
with me a Jot. I stayed in Wichita Falls unti]l after he vas
elected to Congress, and after he was elected to Congress then
:.Jesse Kellam moved me down here. The man qu1t and I came down
here and took over. Then they did away w1th the chh1ta Falls
'offlce, then they were, you know, k1nd of combxnlng them after
they got 1t runn1ng good
G: ;"Sure.o Do you have any part1cu]ar reco]Iections of his fhther’ o
Z:  MNo. MHis father was a big man 1ike he is I remember, and his daddy.
~_had a good senee'ofAhumor as I femember:it. I wasn't aroond his
daddj too much; I wasAaround*his mother ﬁore fhan that.',Now his
mother used to always save all the neuspaper cl1pp1ngs I used to |

save a 1ot of those for her. Anything about LBJ she Tiked to keep.

6 1 suppose you saw him in later life, after he became president and
everything.
Z: ‘We had dinnor at the White House.

G: Did h2 1ike to reminisce about the old dags7'

Z: ?es. You can tell that by that letter he wrote me on that ]ast g
day. I'm Just a small potato, but there s not many men that would
from ]935 up un;l] a couple of years ago remember a person Tike
that on themr last day when they were going out. But he evidently

. was thinking about NYA or he would never‘have written me a ]etter.'
~ And one thing-—of course; I'm oot bragging when I say it, but I -
think you can check with Jesse Kellam or Bill Deason on this-I

always got more sponsor’s contributions than any of the other
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boys, and LBJ Tiked that, getting people involved in it, you see.
Anything else you want to add?

No, I believe that's about all.

If you think of anything else, you can add it later.

Okay. '

[End of Ziegler's section of Tape 2, Interview IV of Charles Boatner]

Ziegler makes additional comments on Tape 3, Interview IV of Charles Boatner

[It was] the early part of NYA days, and'President Franklin D.
Roosevelt was visiting in Texas and was}making a trip from Fort
Worth to Da]]as. LBJ arranged to have a bunch of the boys working
on the highway. and he was there with them ﬁhen President;Booséve]t
and his caravan went by.

Tony, did he have any sign up, that this was the NYA or not?

I'm sure he did. I wasn't here, you see, I just heard about it.

I wasn't down there, but I'm sure he did. I know they had their
shovels, and they were working when he went by.

I believe Mr. Boatner made mention of LBJ getting his staff
together in the evenings and having poker games or something and
talking aﬁout the day's work or what needed to be done.

Next day's work.

Yes. I've sat in on some of those sessions.

Can you describe them? . What were they like?

They were just trying to figure out if a certain project was coming
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a]ong'as fast as it should be, you know, or what was holding it up
or why we couldn't get this done sooner or that soonef.

In other words, he would combfne a brainstorming session with--
With ideas. He always Qanted [to know]: "Have you got ény ideas?"

--a little relaxation at the poker table.

~N (=] N o™
LX) a0 ”e (N ]

Yes, yes. "How are you going to do this better? Is there any way
~we can do it better, or quicker?"
B: In those days, Tony, did he have a group of socia] friends and then

a group of workers, or did he do his socializing with his staff?

Z: Not all of it. He went to parties where;lidon't think any of the
boys who worked for him were. - ; .
But he did socialize a whole lot with his staff?
Yes, yes.
He took you and your wife--

-~-to San Antonio for dinner that night, yes.

O N @O N @

Okay.

[End of Ziegler's comments and of Tape 3 of 3 of Boatner Interview IV]
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