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Creator:  Roche, John Pearson, 1923-1994 
  
Biographical sketch: 
John Pearson Roche was an author and political science educator who served as a consultant to 
the State Department, and special assistant to President Lyndon B. Johnson. 
 
 
Scope and content note: 
This collection consists of memoranda, reports, and articles created by John P. Roche in his 
capacity as a writer, columnist, and Special Assistant to President Lyndon B. Johnson. Included 
in the series are copies of Roche's columns from "A Word Edgewise" and TV Guide's 
"Newswatch," and a copy of the transcript from Robert McNamara's deposition on the William 
Westmoreland v. CBS libel suit. The series also includes a John Roche interview on the role of 
the National Security Council; and Dean Rusk and John Roche interview transcripts from an 
International Security Studies Program oral history project.  
 

• Date range of collection: 1963-1986 
• 3 linear feet, 9 linear inches  
• Available for research. (Open 4/1/1994) 
• 1 series 
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Box Number Folder Title
1 News Watch” columns for TV Guide, March 9- 15, 1974 to April 22, 1978
1 A Word Edgewise” columns, September 17, 1968 to October 31, 1970
2 A Word Edgewise” columns, November 3, 1970 to December 30, 1972
3 A Word Edgewise” columns, January 1, 1973 to May 30, 1974
4 A Word Edgewise” columns, June 1, 1974 to December 30, 1975
5 A Word Edgewise” columns, January 1, 1976 to February 22, 1977
6 A Word Edgewise” columns, February 24, 1977 to January 6, 1979
7 A Word Edgewise columns, January 11, 1979 to December 28, 1980
8 A Word Edgewise” columns, January 15, 1981 to June 8, 1982
8 Spectrum contributions August 9, 1971 to September 10, 1973
8 [Memos to the President and other reports 1963- 68]
9 [McNamara deposition]
9 The Making of American Foreign Policy, Part II, Bill Beaman, 2/18/86 [Transcript; audio tape to AV]
9 John Roche Interview, Role of the National Security Council, April 23, 1986
9 International Security Studies Program, Oral History Project, Dean Rusk
9 International Security Studies Program, Oral History Project, John P. Roche

AV On the Agenda” 8/10/86 with J. Jordan The Rehnquist Court: What Are Changes?” with R. Quinlan and J. Roche [audio 
tape]

AV “Face the Nation” with John P. Roche, September 6, 1964 [16mm black & white print, kinescope]
AV 5 tape records, SRT 2077: Justice Interview 12/1/65; Thoughts on Leaving the White House, 1968; "The World Tonight 

" CBS 7 o ' clock, 1968; CBS Evening News, 9/6/68; Vietnam Limited Warfare in Indo China, 10/22/68

Museum 20 mats and prints of 1940 - 41 anti - war cartoons from "The Lake Geneva Herald"
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