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§ Following luncheon, a meeting of the First Lady's
P
B 8l Committee for & More Beautiful Capital was held, commencing
“ %
153
e .- o, " . .
g . -7 at approximately 2:30 o'clock, p.m., -
2 ;
2 8
g - The First lady, -
; 9 Mrs, Lyndon B, Johnson, presiding.
T | Hon. Stewart Udall,
g I Secretary of the Interior, Co-Chairman
E -1 -
:;; z° R
£ gg 12 | PRESENT:
B85 _ |
gfgj 13 Members of the First Lady's Committee for
282
3 51 a Mpre Beautiful Capltal;
2-.;; 15 | Officers and Trustees of Society for a
- . . :
18 | More Beautiful National Capital, Inc.;
e National Advisory Society for a
. :
.
*E"“ 18 More Beautiful Capitalj
9 .
v And other invited guests.
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2
- OPENING REMARKS
i By
) THE FIRST LADY
3 MRS. JOHNSON: WVelcome everybody!
: & It isiSuch a Joy to have you here, I wanted you
Y to come and see what two years have done. Everyone of you
P
§ 6 here has added something special to this city. I
'§ ;7 wanted to have this chance to thank you for the time and
g 8 the conviction and the creativity that you.have put
% 9 into 1t and to see an hour or two of the results this
* 10 morning.
%' ; 11 You know, I think one thing that has happened
g.ag 12 to me, as I became more and more, oh, just wrapped up
g%i e in Washingtoﬁ, 1s that I see ﬁith new eyes; I get a keener
g g; 14 enjoyment every time I see that splash of scarlet and
g g 15 yellow where the tulips have gone in a little square or
S
18 triangle; or I see children playing in a tot lot, or a
) 17 School where the planting is well done and well kept;
g. 18 and also, I get that impatience and that hope eberytime
8 19 I see the place where Something needs to be done;
20 Of course, together with achievementé this
.zli morning, we have seen a lot of problems ;n our clty, and
22 we cannot begin to tackle all of them, bu% 1t 1s not too
23 much to hope that we can be catalysts and set the examples
24 for things to be done as the vyears roll around, in this
25 and other cities.
AEROX $§g§"g§§r;T§#Pr ,!
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I thought you might enjoy hearing a few remarks
from three of the distingulshed members of the Commlttee for
a Mare Beautiful Capital: Secretary Udall; Mr. Laurance
Rockefeller and Mr. Walter Washington.

Secretary Udall will give us a glimpse of the
natlonal implications of what we are doilng;

Mr. Rockefeller will talk about the business
men and beauty;

Mr. Washington will talk about those city
neighborhoods where perhaps our greatest laurels are to
be won.

Stuart?

REMARKS BY HON. STUART UDALL
SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR

SECRETARY UDALL: Thank you very much, Mrs. Johnson.

Before I get to my very brief speech, I want to
do something that I think might be quite appropriate. I zm
sure 1t willl be because I see Secretary Weaver and Secretary
Freeman -- I don't know whether Alan Boyd is here.

The President has a ‘flag; the Secretary of the

Interior has a flag; The Secretaries of Departments, even,

have a flag. ' I don't know whether yoﬁ knew that.

This First Lady cdces not have a flag, but this

First Lady has adopted a flagz ~-- and it is the flag bf

beauty.

XEROX FROM QUICK C@f!__l
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I think 1t would be quite appropriate if we
would have a toast to the First Lady.

(There was a toast to the First Lady by all
present)

SECRETARY UDALL: ©Now, if we in this country
are to invent rites of spring, I can't think of a
better bne-than we dld today, Mrs. Johnson, to travel
about, to see what has been done énd what has been left
undone and to sharpen our own sense of beauty. That to me,
is a very good wiay to spend a part of the spring day.

I have been with Mrs. Johnson and with many .
of you during the past three years in many places, in
deep canyons, on the tops of mountains, in city sqaéres,
In the hearts of great urban centers, and I think we
have learned something as we have gone about, and it seeﬁs
to me if I may try to sum up what the last two years of
this Committee and of its work have meant, it does seem

to me that maybe in this whole process of talking about

beautificeation and conservation and model ciﬁies -

Bob Weaver -- and highway beautification -- if you

are here, Lowell Bridwell, -- that what we have been
saying to oufselves and to the American péople, what
we have been asking is whether a councry that 1s the
richest country in the world; whether a country that has

amassed, in terms of its military and its economic

£3ROX FROM QUICK COPY
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inot fulfilled, nor a civilization, for that matter

23..50day, 1s not cosmetics.

25 it concerns the livabllity of life;

5

power, the greatest power that there is, whether there

is not a2 missing element in 211 of this, bescause the

thing that has distressed many of us as we have gone about

this country, 1s to see that although we are in one

sense, well-to-do and have a high standard of living,

desplte our pockets ov poverty, which gnaw at us and

should ghaw at us, that at the same time, we are an unclean
countr&. Our air 1s unclean; our rivers are uﬁclean;

there 1s much ugliness abroad and what I think this
President and this First Lady and those who have rallied
.about them, are trying to say 1s that this néed not be so;
that we can have a country that is not only rich, but.
attractive and beautiful; that we can rebuild oup cities;
that ﬁe can have handsome and balanced cities.

I had, Mrs. Johnson, the privilexe two or three

months_ago, of going to ancient Athens, and ov having
one of the great planners of the modern era, who also happens

to live there, show me about, and there is one thing that

the Greeks from that anclent time had. It was a sSense of

order and balance and beauty. The fact that a 1ife was

Y, unlass

m.?you not only 1ived well but you 1ived in beéuty.

'So what we are talking about today, what we saw
It was not something Superficial;

the 11lvability of tphat

)



1 environment that we inhabilt every minute of every hour
2 of our lives.
3 This is what we are talking about, and none
4 of us pretend -- least of al, the First Lady, because she
S 1ls a very modest person as thoge know who have worked with
o .
% 6 'her -~ that we have done anything that 1is particularly
§ 71 - sreat at this point. Ve have started something. That is
g 8 .all, and 1t may.take a deéade or two or three to see |
% 9 1t through, and many of us will not be here, perhaps; vinen
* 10 the dreams and goals that have meant the most to us, are
% ; 11 fulfilled, because this 1s work that 1s not easily done.
g‘gg 12 But the thing that Ilmpressed me in this country, as
S § 3
igi. 13 I have gone about, Mrs. Johnson, is how far the ripple
g%&; 14 has been felt, when a Goyernor of the Virgin. Islands
g g 15 | or a Mayor in a small city in Arizona, a week ago, or a
2.
16 llayor of a very large city a month ago,'apologizes for
17 . a billboard alley, or expresses pride in a newly planted
E .
g 18 flower garden }n a city.square; or gays that he has gone out
3

18 and picked up the cans from the garbage litter of the
20 Streets the night before, so you would not notice it.
%l I Whatever these things are, I think our country now is
22 developing a‘set of new eyes.

23 I think that we are not wllling to settle for

<2 the fact that a country that is rich and is heavily

Industrialized had to be ugly and dirty. We can have

ALROX FROﬁHQQEEEwCJPY;;j
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have higher goals and this Committee and its leaders,
have set those goals before us.

And so we are here ﬁoday.and our llittle trip
this morning was not to celebrate anything, unless we
celebratg 8 beginning.

| I hope we treat this as a beginning and I
hope that those of you who are enlisted in this
brigade of beauty are still with us 10 or 20 or 30
years from now, and it has been wonderful to me to have
a small part in this and to know that.we ares only
starting.

Thank you.

(Applause)

MRS.-JOHNSON: Thank you, Stuart.

Iaurance Rockefeller, may we ask you to talk to
us?

REMARKS BY LAURANCE ROCKEFELLER

COMMITTEE MEMBER

MR. ROCKEFELLER: We all heard so much about the
power of example and the power of leadership, yet anyone
that took the bus trip this morning has seen a living
example of how creative 1t can be and what an extra-
ordinarily magnificent tribute to you, Mrs. Johnson.

It 1s fantastic!

In talking to my friénd, Henry Diamond, about

!

By
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1 my qualifications for talking on beauty and busilness,
2 T was belng a little reluctant. He said, "After all,
3 vou are interested in growing trees and businesses,
4 aren't you?"
5 I saild, "Okay. I will do my best."
g B || - The fact of 1t 1s that business, by many
§ 7 . people,  1s sometimes throught of as being & reluctant
% 8 dragon or the sleeping giant in the beauty program..
E 9 Actually, this is not true. Business 1s awake and alert
é 10 and we need to be encouraged, as we all do, and we must
% E 11 'femember that 1t was business that first organized
E 22- 12 Keep Americd Beautlful. There are many examples that all
%.%% 13 of you know of, of the role of business; their sense
%5;; 14 | of responsibllity and thelr desire to participate.
g g 15I I am only golng té.mentioﬁ two of them, because -
i 16 '.Of the context that I think is so important in which
17 | © they appear, and t@at 1s that 1t seems emlnently vital
% -1gl for all of us to hélp iﬁ any way we can to encourage
: 332 the partnership for besauty, and concern for our natilcnal
gq‘ and man @ade environment through a partnarship not only
21 i of all levels of government but between government andg
22 business on tsc one hand, and the citizen group on thsa
23 |  other.
24 |l So I want to tell you very briefly abou: the
25 talents that we are Seekling to fulfill With members of

X=ROX FROM:QUIggﬂQ%PY
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9
1 the utlility industry, through President Johnson's Citizens
2 Advisory Committee on Recreatlonal and Natural Beauty.
3 We are tryinglto make meaningful suggestlions in this
4|l  area and we have been delighted to find that theltotal
5 | Industry -- I mean both private and governmental elements
g 6 -~ are willing to sit down with members of this Committee
§ 7 and members of Government regulatory agencies, to sit
g 8 down as partners and discuss their responsibility and
E 9 what could be done 1f all three elemenﬁs assumed their
a
. 10 share. There 1s too much for one group or another %o
é E. 11 assume 1t all, or push 1t off on another element. So
é 5% 12 wa feel that thls 1s a #ery ploneering venture and that
%'5% 13 1t can be productive.
5135 14 ' We are gbing to quote this on the next step
é g :af . in areas of possible achievement, partly because.oﬁ?
T 18 | term 1s only 18 months. We want to get soﬁething dcne,"
17 and hope we cén go on, but the fact is, we are going to
&
{% 13 try and accelerate the trend of the varying distributlon
§ ld._ '1ines. This 1é already under way but it can be accelerated.
z0 | These three partners, in working together, can do it
ﬂli ﬁetter and do 1t much faster.
22 : Then we are going to concern ourselves about.the
23 air pollution through the use of atomlc powar plants,
24r5 but of course if in the next ten years, when our power
25 plants will double, if we can turn primarily to the atomic
|
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10
plants in the urban areas, we can make a major contrlbution
to air pollution; minimize the ugly transmission lines,.
and, in other words, as a practical matter, contribute
greatly to these areas, and hopefully to lower the cost
of power at the same time.

So this group we hope, wlll not only make a
conﬁribution but be an example of how buéiness_can most
effectiVelﬁlhelp In this area that we are so inﬁérestedﬁ-
in.

Now, the other group I want to mention is
representative of small business at 1lts best and that is
a group of business men here in Washingtqn, the far
Northeast area here. I was privileged to join them for
a luncheon meeting, This was in the Watts Branch area,
and these business men are working with the civic organiza-
tions. They}are working with the municipal elements
of government: police, schools, all eleménts, and
are working together to concern themselves about the
econcmle, social and physical environment in which they

are dolng business, and this 1s the concept that I am
convinced .that business not only-wants to accept, but must
accept 1f the job 1s to be done, and in the context of

partnership, as I tried to describe it, 1t can be done

better.

So I would just 1like to, from the point of view

|



i 11
1 |  of business, say they have made a good start. They can do

better. I think they wlll do better, and with the spirit

o]

3 | of good will and partnership, 1t will be even more
4f§ productive.
5 ; Thank you.

§ gig (Applause)

§ 7 i MRS. JOHNSON: And now, if Walter Washington

g 8 E Wwill come up and talk to us.

é 3 i REMARKS BY WALTER WASHINGTON

E 19 5 NEW YORK, N.Y.
§ & lléi MR. WASHINGTON. Thank you, Mrs. Johnson.
g |
% h Members of the Committee and friends, it is good
LA i
$:5 4l to be home!
% i 145 I was asked how I like New York. I said, "It |
B g |
£ 3 50 1s blg and bad. T have been working for the most part in
® 16%£ what we call, 'How to keep the citﬁ_cool, baby'!,

17 ¥ So 1¥ 1s good to be back home.
é 13 E It is really an opportunity for me and I woulgd
% .3 ; 82y 1in the trip today, if there is anything that I

caw today
l .

¢« that ran out to me, it was a trip that could be callegq an
!

~ | Opportunity in alternatives.

n?ié There are opportunities to do many, many things,

and alternatives in the sense that we provide something

-, ! for children and people other than rock throwlnz and damage.
FE I

25 We saw this morning, Mrs. Johnson, what gave me

£330 FROM QUICK COPY
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1 great Joy.

I want to say, parenthetically, I too, would like
31 to toaét you, but on a little different plane.

I am sure that everybody would agree with me

S that you'have étruck what I think to be éne of the greatest
6 lmpacts that the White House could describe today. You have
G served us Qessert in a flower box. And there are people

8 in.the country who say they have been doing this all the

ALL REPRCDUCTIOMN RESERVED

S time. I think 1t shows how close we can come to each
_ 19 _other in understanding. It is going %to be a new fetish,
g E 11 obviously, and it is golng to do a whole lot 1n many
§ ;% 12 areas of our towns, to stabillze our habits, because here-
g‘gi 13 to—fofe, 1t wés regarded.as a poverty angle. Nﬁw'it is
5‘55 14 a little different kick.
% g 15 So I am delighted and I certainly want to toast
=
lail you on it.-’
i ??E  (Applause)
,g 1 I think that the significant thing to me is
5 i
b 13; the fact that many regard our earlier efforts -- as Stuapt
20 referred to them -- as somewhat cosmetic. Some of us thought
212 we were péying a lot of attentlon to the downtown. I think
2 | the obvious thing that developed was it just was not so.
23 ‘

Ve blended many, many people and many interests. Mrs. Laéker

came forward with a handsome gift in Azaleas. This was to

be met more and more by interests in other parts of the

|

|

i

|

i
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13
1 community and I think today; there ﬁaé a visual demonstration,
2 Mrs. Lasker, of what your society i1s dolng in trying to
3 weave a web from our monument -- lncluding our monument --
-4 and the beauty of our downtown 1into the nelghborhoods,
5 wnere people have an opportunity to appreclate beauty.
B 6| It is sald that a child who can appreciate a
§‘I_L7 tool in his yaré, can understand the Arboretum; can under-
§ .8 stand downtown, our mails and museum. This is an impact,
)
E 9 I think of today, and an impact of the great leadership
a- ;
. 10 | of Mrs. Johnson.
é E 11 She, too, has seen this, too,in the alleys
g.sg 12 that.she has traveled and 1n the back yards -- I-know
%gf 13 she would not plan a trip without golng 1in an alley;to-.
§§§ 14 day. It 1s part of what she belleves 1In and thils 1is
% g 15 . agaln, so significant 1n the web that we are ﬁeaving, of'
) 16 beauty. Beauty certainly, is God given. It is é}so
17 man made and.it 1s not for any group of péople. This
- . _ _
g 18 is what synthesiées, I think, fhe total interesﬁ that
-é 19 we have here. | -
20 As we traveled today, it was so interesting to
21 see how large a group of ﬁeople.are beinglcantinuousiy
22 drawn to beéuty In many dimenslons. I think the hunqred$
23 of small triangles that you saw, that cry . for‘.he-lpz‘,
24 should suggest something to you and to us; thaﬁ maybe ﬁe
25 cbuld treat this; maybe we could take a 1llttle of our
2 1
AROX FROM “QUICK. COPY o
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1 time and-money and energy and resources and do something
2 to pull some of these triangles in. We_cannot look to
3 our government to do everything that has to be done. i
4 must come from the people, ultimately, and people who
5 show concern then are working with the help of the city.:

6 That is what I think I understand Mrs. Johnson's message

7 to be. : |
8 - A school -- we fight a school; we fight the
9 conditions around the school and yet, we go into the

ALL REFRODUCTION RESERVED

10 heart of the slums; beautify é school; give the people

g ; 11 a decent thing to look at, and a decent thing to see from
éig 12 time to time, and werstay the misery of many problems that
g%i 13 deveiép in-urban renewal.
5235 14 ' You may not know that at Walker Jones, that whole
g g 15 area that we planted, will be retained after the Urbén-
15 Renewal.Progr?m 1s concluded. That will become a pedestrian
| 17 mall., What we are doing for those people is to glve
g 18 them some fee@ing of some help in between. They see the
o IS 'boarded up buildings but then, they have some casis of
20 beauty that they can turn to in the meantime, and it
21 || 413 sort of like an oasis and a haven, and I think that
22 is signifipaﬂt.
23 It is important, I think, to look at Larry
24 Halpern's. design on the car barn. He takes an old,
25 abandoned place and with his view and vision, it can

xxnairvomj@ﬂ@g,@ﬁ&%k
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1 become alive; 1t can become meaningful and provide many
5 opportunities and it joins with Nat Owings' beauty in
3 the mall, and these two things could become coalesced,
4 more or less, Into somethlng that bespeaks an age of
5| - people. I think this is what I mean by opportunity.
% 8 And as we get out and see the vision that Laurénce
: 7 Hockefeller had; ahd what_happened in Watts, .and:what
E 8 : ﬁré; ﬁééker did déwntown,' théy become one of a piece;'
) : .
E 9 People can leave Watts and go downtown and see a projection
] ’ !
" 10 |- of what all of this is, and each time, I think, that
g .E 11 - there 1s an opportunity, an alternative, and people will
-§3§ 12 see involvement. As was mentioned before, the Northeast
Ef% 13 - people ~-- they were Involved. As we came around the horn,
§6‘; 14 we saw other things, of what this means to the Solutheas‘t. }
% g 15 Whaﬁ a2 monument this will Be in taking a school that
F
15 _ Mrs;'Johnson and I saw; a school with a couple of hundred
17 windows out, and now 1t will be tfansformed by the
1% 18 initiative of Secretary Freeburg and Cy Braddus, aﬁd'the
S 19 great help of Mrs. Aster, here, to put this project
20 together where you are talking about, not
21 barren, squalid land, but you are talking about
22 ground that 5pens up in an amphitheater with water
23 and with opportunities for play; with athletic equipmeﬁf
24 out there, to keep the larger kids buéy and the smaller
1 kids involved. |
;&mox1@§g @Q@ﬁ;ggif-
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These are places where concern and opportunity
all sort of meet and make total progrgss; and I think, to
move from there, you see in the southwest something that
Kay Graham envisions as‘a private effort, as we passed the
park and saw her greét initiative there, in trying to pull
together something that was meaningful. It linked the
recreation facilities together and truly created an opportunity
for kidszto do other thingélthan get in trouble.

So 1t is with the star. We passed there. Ve
saw they conceived the idea of doing somethlng before the
big project of the Capital unfolds, to glve some lmmedlate
opportunity for beauty and exposure.

What I am saying, I think 1s again, thils 1s
what we saw today; it was opportunity and alternatives.

I think the help of our nation; the help of every cilty

in the nation, depends on people having an opportunity and

an alternative. I think if we turn our backs and show no
concern, we caqjvery weli expect to get'whaﬁ we will get,

and that is a response and a feaction that is completely
uncontrolled, and where concern 1is there, and where opportunitie
and alternatives exist,_wholesbmely, constructively, I think

we get quite énother response. Ve get a response that is

truly American and this, in a sﬁrt-of a summary fashion,

1s what has kept me busy for two years, and I hope 1t

will keep me busy for many more years, under the leadershilp

|
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1 of thls tremendous woman,.actually whose heart Just flows

in every aspect of it and whose concern for the American

3 people 1is so great that it sets a spark and those of you

that had an opportunity to see Just the beginnings today,

makes you want to work time after time, and day and night,

: 5 I hope you will take this message with you, .- But you:
E 8 must be careful, too. If she spots you, you are
g 7| really hooked because it 1s just that kind of dedication
g 8 .and soﬁe of us know it and it is the kind of thing that
P
3
td¢ 10 because you know she asks you to do nothlng that she.would
% ‘E .11 not do, and you know that the concern which she demonstrates
%%%I 12 daily, is there.
%gf 13 So I thank you for this opportunity and ask all
ggg‘ 14 1. of you to get hooked to us.
éh g 15 (Applause.)
) 18 ‘ MRS. JOHNSON: This is Sharon Francis, whom
F 17 you all know. She has an announcement to make.
g .18 _ MRS, FRANCIS: For those of you
2 18 vho are going to the meeting of the Executive Council of
20 the Soclety for a More Baautiful National Capital of the
21 || Clty, there will be a bus downstairs outside of the
?2 Diplomatic entrance, after you have secured your coats.
23 Thank you. |
"o (Whereupon, at 3:30 o'clock, p.m., the meeting
25

was adJjourned.)
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