
THE WHITE  HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

Mrs. Johnson began  her  day  at (Place) 
The LBJ Ranch 

MRS. LYNDON  B.  JOHNSON, Daily  Diary 

Thursday, December 14, 1967 
Date 

Entry 
No. Time Activity Dictated December 23-25, 1967 

1. 9:13 Left for Shreveport with Dorothy. 
11:35 Arrived at Dorris Powell's home in Karnack. 
11:50 Left with Dorothy and Dorris, and Mrs. Barnes for the Post Office -- visited with 
personnel and discussed landscaping around post office. 
2. 12:25 Returned to the Powell home 
3. 1:43 Left the Powells -- went to the Big Pine Lodge for lunch. 
4. 2:38 Left the lodge -- visited with Ruth in the Brick House. 
3:22 Returned to Dorris Powell's to say goodbye. 
5. 3:45 Stopped at Marshall National Bank -- picked up Vivian Hackney and visited the old 
county courthouse and Harrison County Historical Museum with him. 
6. 5:06 Went to Mertie and Phillip's home for a cocktail party. 
7:28 Left the Baldwins' and returned to the airport -- back to Austin. 
7. 9:55 Arrived at Luci and Pat's to spend the night. 
 

 
 
                     Retired.                                         ****** 



Entry                  Time
No. Activity 



December 14 , 196 7 

Mrs. Johnso n an d Doroth y Territ o departe d th e LB J Ranch , o n th e Kin g Air , 
for Shreveport , Louisian a e n rout e t o Karnack , Texas . Thi s rout e 
necessary becaus e o f th e weather . Upo n arrival a t th e airport , Mrs . Johnso n 
posed briefl y fo r photographer s an d the n departed fo r Karnack , vi a Marshal l 
by car . Sh e visite d briefl y th e Hug h Powells ' a t thei r hom e an d the n 
continued t o th e Karnac k Pos t Office . 

There a  grou p o f peopl e welcome d Mrs . Johnso n an d sh e inspecte d th e Pos t 
Office, th e fron t o f whic h i s face d wit h bric k tha t cam e fro m th e T.J . Taylo r 
Store, no w demolished. Amon g thos e presen t wer e Mr , Robert s an d Mr . 
Heyn, th e architec t an d landscap e architect , Mr . Hart , Mr . Mye r an d Mr . 
Horn, associate d wit h th e Pos t Offic e Departmen t (Mr . Mye r i s th e 
regional directo r fro m Dallas) . Mrs , E d Odo m wa s ther e (sh e i s th e 
Postmistress) an d othe r friends . Fruitcak e an d coffe e wer e served . 

Mrs. Johnson , togethe r wit h th e abov e -named peopl e returne d t o th e hom e 
of Mrs. Powel l an d discusse d landscapin g fo r th e Pos t Office . The y wer e 
joined b y Colone l Larne d o f th e Arm y Ordinanc e Laborator y locate d a t 
Karnack. Th e mai n proble m i s erosio n an d hidin g th e washateri a locate d 
next t o th e Pos t Office . Th e preliminary plan s wer e opene d an d discussed . 
Mrs. Johnso n announce d sh e wa s prepare d t o mak e a  gif t o f $1,00 0 fro m 
the Johnso n Foundatio n towar d th e landscaping ; ther e woul d b e $25 0 availabl e 
from th e Government . Sh e wa s hopin g th e communit y woul d be intereste d 
in makin g a  join t effor t t o rais e th e additiona l fund s required . Th e landscap e 
plan a s presente d cost s $1,850 . 

It wa s announce d tha t th e Karnac k Communit y Associatio n wil l contribut e 
$500. Colone l Larne d felt , althoug h h e coul d no t contribut e money , h e 
could donat e labo r an d ther e certainl y wer e goo d trees o n the 8 , 000 acre s 
of lan d controlle d b y th e Arm y tha t coul d b e use d i n th e project . The 
landscape architect , Mr . Heyn , wa s willin g t o visi t tha t acreag e and , wit h 
Mr. Clarenc e Fason , selected dogwoo d an d othe r tree s tha t migh t b e used . 
Mrs. Johnso n hope d a  magnoli a woul d b e include d i n th e landscaping . Al l 
agreed th e landscapin g shoul d b e simple , no t contrived . Also , ther e shoul d 
be a  plaqu e o r somethin g t o mentio n tha t th e bric k cam e fro m th e store . 

Discussion concluded , th e grou p drov e t o Bi g Pin e Lodge , o n th e Cadd o 
Canal leadin g t o ol d Por t Cadd o an d ha d a  catfis h luncheo n - - whic h wa s 
delicious. Goodbye s wer e sai d t o mos t o f th e grou p afte r luncheon . 

Mrs. Johnson , Mrs . Powel l an d Doroth y Territ o drov e t o th e Bric k Hous e 
and visite d wit h Mrs . Rut h Taylor , an d me t Mr . an d Mrs . Ceci l Jones . 
Mrs. Johnso n an d Doroth y Territ o toure d th e home , Mrs . Johnso n pointin g 
out th e ghos t bedroom ove r th e kitche n an d tol d o f he r apprehension , a s a 



outside 
child, i n climbin g the/stair s a s nigh t t o he r larg e bedroo m whic h wa s locate d 
over th e livin g room . 

As droppin g Mrs . Powel l bac k t o he r home , Mrs . Johnso n continue d t o 
Marshall, Texas , t o th e Marshal l Nationa l Ban k t o pic k u p Mr. Hackney . 
From ther e t o th e Harriso n Count y Historica l Associatio n Museu m locate d 
in th e ol d count y courthouse . 

The Museu m ha s bee n th e recipien t o f a  variet y o f collections , fro m document s 
to clothing , an d house s a n excellen t India n artifac t collection . Mrs . Johnson' s 
red bal l gow n an d th e accompanyin g photograph s an d sample s o f Whit e Hous e 
invitations, menus , etc . for m a  very interestin g exhibi t o n on e wal l o f th e 
downstairs room . Th e criteri a fo r collectin g seem s t o be tha t th e dono r i s o r 
has bee n a  residen t o f Jefferso n Count y o r ha s a  collectio n tha t i s associate d 
with th e histor y o f th e county . 

Mrs. Johnso n me t briefl y whil e a t th e Museu m wit h Messrs . McElroy , 
, an d concernin g urba n renewa l fo r 

Marshall (?) . Bil l Moyers's mother greete d Mrs . Johnso n a s di d other s 
employed a t th e Courthouse ; on e youn g ma n wh o wa s directo r o f th e Yout h Corp s 
program. 

Mrs. Johnso n proceeded  t o th e Phili p Baldwins ' ne w hom e t o gree t ol d friend s 
and relax , (approximatel y 10 0 people wer e gathere d fo r cocktails. ) 

Drove t o Shrevepor t Airpor t fo r tri p t o Austin , wher e Mrs . Johnso n spen t 
the nigh t wit h Luc i an d Pa t Nugent . 


