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Friday, May 29, 1964, 2:50 p.m. I'm in the office on this Friday
before Memorial Day -- it's a holiday. I just flew in from Florida
where I spent the night with John Duncan and four Commissiogersvof
Agriéulture from South Carolina, Florida, Georgia and Tennéssee; _ John:
arrénged this party. We did a little fishing -- a little drinking —
a little story telling, and generally built some fences,‘

Wednesday I had a very hectic day -- flying to Kansas Citybto
speak to tﬁe Packinghogse'workers, then into Minnéapolis to speak to the
Amalgamated Lithograph Union, and had dinner with Mother who;seémed>in
folefably good spirits, flew back‘to Washington, into the office yestéfday and
at i:OO o'clock enroute to Florids. |

‘Yesterday mofning the White House called aﬁd said that the President
was calling a small gathering together, that it was not required that‘we
attend but that it wés desiréble. I didn't know exactly what to do. When
we checked around we found itwas a memorial service for John Kennedy; Accord-

ingly I got Joe Robertson to take our Memorial Service here in the Patio of

the Department and Charley‘Murphy and I went over. It was really a very

touching and appropriate occaéion. Wé gathered in the East Rbom»wﬁich was
partially partitioned off and sat down. The President then read a brief
message.in memoriam~for.President Kennedy. He related his great dedicétioh,
how we had gathered there to serve himland the coﬁntry, how much had been

done, and he expressed his gratitude to all of us for surviving the shock

and for making it poésible to accomplish the transition. It was really a

warm, touching occasion, and he spoke with great sinceritj; Doug Dillon -
as the senior person present,for Dean Rusk had been called to Ihdia'for
Nehru's funeial,.responded'mbSt abpropriately and that was it. We all'félt

better for it. There were about, 50 of us there, all who had been appointed
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and come into the Government with Jack Kennedy. It was a nice théng to
do and showed, I think, another side of this complex man L.B.J.

.I'm going to leave the office here now in.a few minutes and drive
up to Camp David where the McNamaras, the Days, the Wirtzs and the Dave
Bells are going to spend Memorial Day week end. Wé've been looking
forwerd to this. I can sure use a couple of~daysvoff, although I've been
feeling’pretty well.

Wéfve been shorted a bit on sleep this week. Thursday night was
the $100 Gaia. I had been wanting to talk to Jerry Magnuson and so when
I called to see if T could see him when I was home and discovered he
wés in New York City I reached him there and he came down for the Gala.
First we went to a Department Party which was a fery gay one with some
600 people from this Department who bought tickets at $100 each. I bought
two., .The National Committee really put on quite a bit of muscle on this
one., We were some 20 or 30 over our quota which was very good. Jane and I
shook hahds for an hour or so at the Department Party, had a quitk drink
and a bite to eat and then out to the Gala which was really good entertain-
ment., | |

We went from there to Paul Young's where Sidney Solomsn, the Chairman
of the event, had a party for all participants in the show and Cabinet
people and such. We didn't stay long but fhought it might be‘fun for Jerry
Msgnuson and I think he enjoyed it, particularly visiting_with Lerry O'Brien,
Ken O'Donnell and Jesse Unruh from Californié. Then we went home and had
a long talk about the law firm, what it has done, what its future is, and
Jerry stated unequivocally that they hoped I would returp to the firm and
there was most certainly a place for me there. I told him that this job

certainly would not go on forever, but that the future was uncertain at this



point,.although some time in the not too distant future I probably
ought to get into something which will be permanent, and if I'm ever
going back to law practice it will have to be fairly soon. I didn't
indicate to him the unhappiness I feel sometimes in the current arrange-
ment and the difficulties of adjustment., When I was home I called Leonard
Lindquist and he immediately urged that I return'to fhe firm, téo. They
seemed to mean it and to think/that I could édd a dimension that they need
and prosper in the process. We didn't get down to cases or amounts, but
meybe Jerry will do that and in any event it is something to think about.
However, nothing will happen unless there should be an explosion arbund
here which is not at all likely, I'm sure, ﬁntil after the election. It
was good to be wanted, We had an enjoyable visif, but wé sat up until
3:00 o'clock and were up and away at 6:00 to get him to his airplane and
me on the way to Kansas City and Minneapolis.

We've got a kind of nasty problem here. A hangover from the Billie
Sol Estes case. The man, Battle Hales, who was the nasty inside informer,
who not 6nly planted misstatements but actual}y went to the Committee room
vhile I testified and even held iipress conference contradicting mé in the
same room while I was there, is in the news these days. His in grade
longevity pay increasé came up»and we péssed him over. We did this because
we think we will bring charges to dismiss him for refusing to divulge
information to his superiors, -but we Gon't want to do so until the Estes
Report gets out of the McClellan Committee. It's still being #ewritten.
In the meantime, Horace defrey got one of the distinguished service awards,
which he richly earnéd. The resuiff;s thg Republicans jumped and tried to
warm up the Estes case and Clark }ﬁ%‘i{%}lﬁﬁ of the Des Moines-Minneapolis

Coles paper started writing stories and got Ricahrd Wilson to write one, too,



/7*) about cover up and also about persecution of minor employees. Mollenhoff
talked with me and said expansively, "Now you must be nice about this.
You're.on top and this is a little fellow on the bottom and shouldn't be
persecuted.” This is certainly true enough and an employee who feels some-
thing is going wrong whose own moral sense leads him to call it to the
attention of othefs certainly must be protected. This however is aﬁother
instance. Here we have a different kind of potential -and actual persecup
tion for if you have an employee aroﬁnd who is prepared ﬁo leak anything

...... and to reflect upon his superiors if he dbesn't get what he wants, one

whom you have to watch every minute lest he take something out of context,

you indeed are creating serious prdb}éms and s-kind:iof inverse persecution

only this time on the superior. I'ﬁ.not suré that Battle Hales is quite

that bad for I don't think he's that strong and he's been tucked away

) here I guess pretty well. On the other hand, his conduct which was conmpletely

reprehensible and out of line has been such that it would encourage others
and could be a serious factor in the Department working properly. I certainly
don't want to hurt anyone, but this fellow I think needs to be sharply
disciplined. Anyway, it mekes it difficult now because having had‘to pass

)A;“his-over the wolves are going to bay. The stories are going to be written,

and we can't move decisively because ﬁe want the Committee Report to come
out first. It's just énother one of those problems. |

I continue to sweat out the cotton thing. I spent a good deal of time
this week going steb by step over possible procedures myself. In the mean-
time I've been called by the big coops who want thé last handler to get
the payment‘and.when I pushed them hard as to why, they,havén't come up with
very'satisfactory answers. They're extremely nervous about the whble

N thing. Humphrey has been opérating on this and I'm not quite sure why. He



told Mike‘Feldman that Ellender said he wouldn't pass out the Food Stamp
bill if we didn't meke the payment to the first buyer, and that Ellender
was most unhappy with Charley Murphy and myself after we met with him last
week, When I called Ellender yesterday there was certainly no indication
of that. He was as friendly as’céuld be. I talked to Hale Boggs, too, who
hangs tough with the first buyer, Bu£ who is sympathetic as.to the diffi-
culty of the proﬁlem. Yesterday in the White House, Mike Feldman was
pushing us on it, buj,I»told him that we ought tovmake this decision away
and apért from the President. About that time the President walked up

and mentionéd it, but then slipped away in terms of talking ébout what
ought to be done. Jack Valenti has told me that the President wants to be
informed about it, but I gather‘he is following the advice of & number of
people, including mine, that he oﬁght to stay out of this one.’ Anyway, I'll
have to make it pretty)soon -- next week.

Otherwise, things have been rather quiet for the last week. Once
Memorial Day is over we will be off and running, but now on to Camp David
and what I hope will be a delightful week end.

Thursday, June &) 1964 -~ This has been another busy week. We did
have a delightful week end at Camp David. I worked my way up after leaving
thékdffice last Satufday, my last dictation incidentally, arriving about
5:00 o'clock in time for a goodsWim. It's a lovely spot; It was a bit
nippy and cool. I went into the pool, which was heated, swam on my back
and looked up through the frésh gfeen trees to a cloudless blue sky and
thought, this is really a spot and a place. Thaf night we had an enjoyéble
dinner with the McNamaras, the David Bells, the Willard Wirtzs and our-
selves and some of the children.

Bob.MbNamara and Bill Wirtz got into quite an argument as to which

was the basic problem in the Civil Rights area, discrimination or lack
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of jobs. It was McNamarsls position that it was discrimination as such.

- It was: Wirtz's that jobs were the most important. Obviously both are

important, but I tend to sid¢ with Wirtz. It's true that the intellectuals
and the educated feel the sting of discrimination, and lash out, and
understandably S0, but the great majority want jo‘bs and an oppoi'tunity

to pay their bills and have a place to live and don't have much time for
the luxury of feeling the sting of discrimination when they've got an

empty belly or 10 people in & room., Anyway this went on over thé week

end., McNamars was more blunt and less tactful than I've ever seen him,
Laying by the pool which was delightful one noon where we would gather

to have a few drinks, visit, swim, and then have.‘ba.r‘becue hamburgers,

we got on to politics and he labeled Estes Kefauver as. an immoral person
both privately and publicly and for that reason no one should ever have
supported him ‘in quite arbitrary terms. We didn't discuss thé private .
morality where I tend to sgrée with him, but in the public morality area
Bob for the first time did really reflect the kind of big busiﬁess back-
ground and & very clipped kind of arbitrariness which I expect is a stren.gth
in terms of his determination and inflexibility in his current assignment
but certainly would be a pro'biem politically. In the meantime, his wife

is pushing. Margie wants to know more sbout polities. I haven't been much
disposed to discuss it., I think, as Jane does , they proba.'bly have some

Vice Predidential ideas. Amﬁray, we had a delightful week end and drove

“back on Sunday night in time to unpack and get prepared for this week which

has been a busy one.
Monday morning I went to West Virginias, d;riving down to Shepherdsfown

with Senator Randolph vhere I made a Commencement day speech. It was keyed
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to what seems to be the President's current theme of the great society and
talked in terms of abundance and its use and newly.available manpower and
how it could be used to build a better society. It was well received, I
picked up an honorarium 6f $250 which can go into our charitable account
and help in donating to cauées we otherwise couldn't afford to donate to.
I got back in the office about 2:00 o'clock.and immediately.plowed

into cotton. This is a tough one and we finally made the decision after

~ going up, down and around. I had had the boys prepare some flow charts

and we went step by step throdgh the meéhanics(of requiring that the person
receiving the payment should guarantee thé consumption of that cotton within
the period of the bill. I then met with a group of cotton producers, mostly
the big coops and listened to their story. Actualiy it wasn't a very good

one, I don't see how they would much hurt if the payment did go to the

first buyer, although their argument is difficult to answer because it revolves

around the question of quoting cotton at a low price and they're for getting

people used to that low price and therefore inhibiting any future cotton

program by alienating the prodﬁcers. The gﬁts of it really is that if a payment
is close to a producer these fellowslare concerned sbout limitations bf payment.
George Mahon, now the Chairman of the Appropriations Committee, said as much
to'me and used himself as an example planting several hundred acres of cotton.
Different from other comﬁodities cotton is basically controlled by relatively
few, although they have strohg differences, and you've got to get them all
together if you're going to pass any legislation. In this instance, producers
are basically run by the larger producers and the big coops without much |
voice on that little producer and so we muét facegthe political realities.
Anyhow, after meeting w1th them and then meeting further and dlscuSS1ng

with Ellender and with Boggs and going up to see and talk with Humphrey, I
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finally made a decision. We announced it yesterday and all has been
quiet, although the exchanges apparently suspended operation and haven't
decided éxactly what they are going to do yet. Anyhow, the decision is
made.

We also had in town yesterday, Ro Hannas, Lucy, and their two little
girls and their son, Mike, who was 4 years old when I was here with the
Marine Corps now graduated from college. It Surely does make one realize
that these years are slipping by but fast. dJane took them to the White House
and they had a delightful tour, Then last night we took them to a reception
which launched the new book on L.B.dJ., written by William S. White -- then
to the Viet Nam Embassy for a reception for their Foréigh Minister who is

visiting here. Then I stopped off to say a few words at & Synagogue on

behalf of Mike Feldman. Then a late dinmer. I worked until after 1:00 o'clock,

they leaving at 11:00, to appear before the House Ways and Means Committee on
beef today. |

Actually it went fairly well. Byrnes and Curtis are usually real
rough in that Committee and they started out that way, but we had the fatts
and they weren't too well informed. Also, they did sgree that Agriculture
has not been given proper consideration in International Tradéng and in our
agreements around the world in previous years and although I didn't meke it .
on & partisan basis they generally concurred in that observation and in their
support of my vigorous position supporting agriculture in these negotiations.
They kept me until almost 1:00 o'clock. The tough person on this issue was
Al Ullmen from Oregon, a good friend, who was deeply concerned. He makes the
argument which the cattlémen are making that although cow prices have held>
up rather well, being down only about $1.00, yet if they had gone up higher

which they would have without the imports we would have had cows moving to
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market and not so many feeder cattle. I don't think this is right for
actually our cows moved inté producing calves and out of the market before‘
thé impbrts came flowing in here and we also can't let cow prices go

much higher or more imports will_gome flowing in here. Nonetheless, this
poéifion is strongly and emotionally held and he ﬁérked me ovef. Thank-
fully it was at the end of the testimony and the Republicans were gone

by that time. I think we made & pretty good record.

I rushed from there to lunch today with Chris Herter who cahe over
to talk about thevGATT negotiations; This was primarily a public relations
gesfure. He didntt really hafe very much to report and from the looks of
thingé on the trade front things are going to be pretty quiet until this
fall. ILists of exceptions are now beiﬁg filed, héarings are being held,
some meetings of the Agricultural Committees will be held, but the Common
Market crowd is fighting each other and the common grain price is far in
the future and Mansholt is unwilling to sit down and really talk sense

until he gets that settled., In the meantime, Erhard is coming here and

- all we're asking the President to do this time is to emphasize to him that

we intend to'adhere to our position of insisting on agricultural progress
as well as‘industrial progress.

The Bime Minister of Israel Eshkol was here this week and we had a
rather nice luncheon aboard the Bequoia with him hosted by Chief Justice
Earl Warren. There really wasn't much of particular interest, although I
was interested to get comments on some of the cooperative agriculture in
Israel which works fairly well but only on those farms where highly sophis-
ticated people with a philosophical socialist background and orientation
live coming ffom Western Europe.and being dedicated to the principle of from

everyone according to his ability to everyoné eccording to his need.
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Apparently this principle is not expanding much in Israel today. |

We also had a rathexj interesting evening on June 2 at the Australian
Embassy where the Minister of Primary Industry, Charles Adderman, was
the honored guest. This was mostly a discussion of agriculture and a fairly
pleasant evening.

This afternoon so far I've been trying to catch up with a lot of
outstanding things. A new crisis has come and a board meeting will be
h_eld probably soon in :connec'éion with it revolving around a shortage in
dairy products, This illustrates the dilemms of our operation. A year
ago we were heavily loaded with ell dairy prodﬁcts ’ particularly butter. We
moved out butter at heavy cost and its down. We have had enough dry milk --

moving close to a billion pounds into the Food for Peace Program. All of a

. sudden now our aveilabilities for next year are not much more than 300 million

pounds, This happened because of the situation in Western Burope, with a
demand and a subsidy program here to try and move out our heavy supplies
on a commercial basis which the law really mandates us to do. Therefore,

we continue to sell and to push it out and we really didn't catch it here

until it got at a danger point, whereupon Dorothy Jacobson got into the act -

and developed & sound and rational theory that we ought not to permit ’ch’i‘s
to go into animal feeding because ve‘ ira.nt to develop a market for our various
kinds of meal, rather than aliow them to use dry milk powder. On this
basis, we in effect stopped expor’f.s as soon as we gould,. but in the meantime -
we face a critical situé.tion and apparently Dick Reuter who is most aiarmed
and somewhat wild about this is calling in the voluntary agencies people

and iﬁstruéting them they must cuﬁ back their programs wit_h somé 30 million

children a.round ‘the world on school ~lunch program mueh of it depending upon

the availability of dry milk powder. This ties to the hard nut of the dairy
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problem. For although we've made some progress in our milk order areas

the manufacturing milk situation in the Midwest continues almost impossible.
Prices are too low for the farmer to really mske a go of it. We have a

75 percent minimum parity - that doesn't pay enough - I can't increase it
given the supply=situation and thé cost situation. On the other hand, it

isn't enough for the farmér, but the real power politically rests with

the big cooperatives in the milk order areas where they are reasonably well

satisfied. Those that handle the milk, those that process it, don't object
to heavy supplies and heavy government sdbsidies, where by the same token
they'd object violently to any kind of govermment supply management direction.
This is one commodity we have not been sble to move at all. It's conceivable
we might do something within the framework of the current political situa-
tion plus the current shortege under "Food for Peace". This is now being
stafféd, It really would be a major break though if we could get a workable
progranygpt the President behind it, and maybe get something done. I've
got my doulbs but we will certeinly try.

Friday, June 5, 1964 -- 6:50 p.m. I'm in the office alone, doing
Some paper work and planning for next week. dJane will be down in about an
hour and we'll go to a dinner tonight in honor of the Shah of Iran., WMy
black tie outfit is in the bathroom snd i'll make & quick switch. The last
two days have been reasonably quiet, giving me a bit of time to plan and
program here and to do a little paper work. I tried to play squash todaj,
but my legs tightened up so bad I could hardly move, which is still a product
of last week's touch ball game., I guess I'm really getting old. That
sustained hhrd running stayed with me and those legs just won't loosen up.
Anyway I got a work out, although I gqﬁ beat.

A good example of the unpredictable course of agriculture events

can be seen in the dairy situation we're now facing. Dairy has been a



No. 1 headache. There is no representation of the little dairy farmer.
The political power here is exclusively the processors and those who
store and the National/Milk Producers group under the irascible leader-
ship of Mike Norton. Wefve had a tremendous surplus and had to drop
supports to thevlegal minimum of 75 percént e couple of years ago with
much criticism and noise;’ Now we suddenly find ourselves in a short supply
situation where we may not be able to meet our commitments under Public
Law 480 Food for Peace, particularly for school lunch feeding programs.
Dick Reuter, the Food for Peace Coordinator, has pushed the panic button and
everyone is all excited. What has happened basically is that we have at
great cost given éWay our butter as ghee-batter oill when we really should
have been usiné vegetable oil whiéh is in the privéte trade but in significant
surplus. But we got‘thé butter down which is expensive to hold and we
couldn't very well throwAif awey. Then with the crop failure and bad
weather year and expanding demand in Western Europe, we suddenly gdt_a
heavy run on our dry milk ﬁhich they apparently are now using for cattle
feed, especially with calves who are starting out, so that the cow milk
canbte used fresh. We of course have been seeking to sell commercially
a2ll we can for obvious reasons, and have subsidized it fairly heavily, and
the job of our sales manager is to move products and under Public Law h80‘
Food for Beace we can give away under Titles II and IIT only Wheﬁ fhereiis
no commercial butlet. Hence, é dilemms. |
The matter drifted along and the dry milk poured out of here before
Dorothy Jacobson finally got on top of it and stopped it. We developed
& rationale wheréby we argue, I think with real merit actually, that tﬁist

milk now is preventing the development of & permanent market for soybean



meal which we do export in considereble quantities and at the same time

the milk is being taken away from sources where it Vill have a potential
'benefit‘in human use by way of promotion and future mérkets. Thé‘tréde is.
grumbling ebout this but Dorothy is going to call them in. We'll need to
check it through on the Hill so we don't get in trouble fhéré with people
who will be only commercially minded;: Then it alsb opens the door on the |
question of a long-term dairy policy.and whether a.new biil, fhe'Nelsen-
Kastenmeier bill, which would meke for production payments to farmers with
low éupports on'buttef and more reasonable supports‘on drj milk ‘solids and
cheese. Such a program would make more sense for we could move butter at

a much lower price, perhaps increase‘its consumption and therefore not have
the butter as a dead weight on our hands, keep up the 1itt1e fﬁrmers' income
reasonably through the payment and then move the cheése and dry milk solid
into consumption where it's needed both domestimlly and in our Food for
Peace program. It is possible that we might be able to break this loose
now beéause of the current éituation -~ or, in the alternative increase
price supports when Congress leaves with a notice that we will be proposing
a new dairy prograh which is called for in light of developing world circum-
stances and a ppverty program and the need for strengthening dairy farmers
income which would be a favoreble and well received action on the part of
the Administretion.

I just had a call from Ken Birkhead a few minutes ago that for some
reason unbeknownst to anyone the House Agriculture Committee has now scheduled
the Proxmire bill which has passed the Senate and rests in the House Com- |
mittee which would call for a two-price system én milk in miik drder areas
whereby farmers would get paid a certain amounf for Class I ﬁilk that goeé

to the table and another amount for Class II milk rather than & blank price.
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This is & small improvement for the manufacturing farmer for it would cut

‘down the subsidization of manufacturing in the milk order areas, but for

political reasons the Farmers Union have opposed it and now Gil Roddy and
Ed Christensen are violently opposed to it, while the Grange supports it
and I find myself in another box. Well maybe we can have the Nelsen-
Kastenmeier bill introduced as an amendment to this one when it comes up

in the House., We'll have to see,-but this dairy situation is a good example

of how rapidly things can change with causes completely beyond our control.

~ Maybe we can mske some good come out of it. That's what I try to do when

the ball seems to be bouncing the wrong way.
Reaction to my testimony yesterday on beef and also to the cotton -

announcement has been relatively mild but it will piick up steam I guess.

. Actually I am & bit disturbed for the cow price is down a bit more than I

had realized and as such there is more credence to the argument made by
those who are'complaining about imports than there would be if it was as
high as it has been over the last 5 years on the average. Nonetheless, we
have the imports down ﬁow and that's really the guts of the whole question.
I'm planning to spend this week end at home. Actually, getting my
lawﬁ mower fixed and painting a back porch -~ I don't get much chance to do
that kind'of thing and I'm kinda looking forward to it. Tomorrow night
we’ll be on the Sequoialwith a parﬁy for the Assistant Seéretaries and Agency
Heads in honor of Willard Cochfane who is leaving and Dr. John Schnittker
who is taking his place. I'm kinda looking forward to that, too. I hope
I'11l feel up to snuff. A;tually I haven't felt very well this week. My

stomach has been bothering me and I haven't slept well a single night. I

guess it's probably an adjustment to the tensions of the past three or four
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months, for ﬁhe last week has not been particularly rough as the weeks
go around here. . _
ﬁédnesdéy, June 10, 2;10 p.m. -- I'm leaving in a feﬁ minutes for
the West Coast to speak to the Washington Grange. I'll have to meet hgad~
on out there the qﬁestion of cross compliance on wheat. This is a good
example of the kind of problems one runs into for the Senators out there
are pressuring heavily because farmers who have more than one piece of
property want ﬁo comply under the wheat progream pn‘one, not Qn_anothér,

and in this fashion get a.biend price. To make matters worse the State of

Washington apparently has a number of farms that they have rented out

vhere the same'problem exists and we have to degl with them as one laqd;
owner and require that they get compliance on all‘or else they can't come
in with any. I'm meeting the Land Commissioner out there, Bert Célé,

an old friend, bu£ it promises to be not very comfortable.

I have.lined up Ellender and others here to support us in this for
otherwise there would be heavy leakage and no supply cutback and I just ‘
called Walter Jenkins in the White House to alert him and also the President
so I won't get’any political pressure from that end. |

This morningAI.spent‘over an hour talking with.Willard Cochrane,
who is about to'leawe us, as to what he had learned in 4 years here, It T
was interesting conversation which I might summarize as follows:

First, that farmers are unwilling to accep£ and cannot be convinced
to willingly accept rgal mandatory controls. Therefofe; that we really afe
in the position given the political facté of 1life of less farm represenﬁa—
tion where the city voter and the city congressman is going to have td make
thevdecisions’as to where we go on agriculture. Willerd feels that bur.

ovefproductionnwill continue and that the cost of our voluntary programs,yill
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grow increasingly heavy and burdensome. He agrees with me that we are in

"the ironic position where the people we are really helping with our programs

are the‘sgecalled adequate size commercial family fermers who are doing
fairly wéll given our current programs and are close to parity of income.

The real poverty group‘we are trying to reach through Rural Area Develoﬁment,
Poverty Progrems, Appaléchian programs, ete., and fhéy present a special
kind of social problem., In the middle there is a group that mekes your heart
ache which is the family farmer who does not have a large enough operation
to make é deéent return, but who is trying to struggle along and who has such
& heavy investment in land that at current prices really can't quite make

it. Thié is the desperate group which todsy make up the HNFO.

I'm nowlin Wenatchee, Washington, in my hofel room after having an
informal session with some of the Grange people I'm speaking to here, It's
1:30 Washington time - Actually 10:30 here in Wenatchee. I also made some
television shorts and am now getting to bed. It will be a busy_day ‘tomorrow
with the breakfgst meeting at T:30 with wheat and dairy representatives
that have come in from around the Stete. A épeech, a meeting with the State
Land Commissionér, and then back home to Washington for tomorrow nigﬁt.

The sound of the telephone a moment ago was Bill Thatcher from
Minneapolis returning my éall. That old buzzard was about as blunt as a
meat axé in telling me that I'd better do SOmething for the GTA or they
wbuldn't do anything pplitically in Minnesota. I had a call yesterday from
Dick Pafrish in Minnespolis asking me to call Thatcher because he had seen
Dwayne Andreas and Andreas had said if I called Thatcher, Thatcher would
look into it and might help Parrish in his campaign against McGregor. So
I called Thatcher thinking that relations werelgood which they had.been

and asked him about the political situation and he said it was bad, that
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that the GTA was in the red and couldn't do anything politically, that
(ii) the NFO was giving Ed Christensen and the Farmers Union fits, that he had
read in the Kiplinger Newsletter Whefe I wés going to do something about '
cdopératives and he wonderéd if that was just publicity or if I really
m§ant it and that he neededéout 10 million bushels of grain'iﬁ his elevators,
andlthat last year he only .sold Continental one million bushels of whesat

and the CCC sold 5 million. ' I've cooled off now, but it really made me |

angry, and our convefsation,énded’on a copl note., I told him in effecﬁ,

all right if that's the way it is we'll just go to hell in a hasket together;

I did call in Ed Jaehke and Bob Lewis and asked them to take & look now as

to what operationally he might be beefing sbout. There is not much sense

8

pressure blackmail that mekes me furious.

the GTA.

in getting angry at the old goat. On the other hand, this is a kind of
one thing, but I don't propose to turn the Department of Agriculture over to

If we are competing unfairly, that's

It makes me angry also to see the way this was set up and how
Thatcher was obviously waiting for the call in this regard.
another pressure group.

Well, there's
To get back to the conversation with Willard -- it really pains me that

this group of family farmers who just don't quite meke it are the ones I would
like toihelp and it pains me to see them hurt.

On the other hand, those we
are helping are the ones who are complaining and don't want to be helped,

but who would be seriously hurt, as would agriculture and the nation, if they
realize it.

happen if we had no farm programs.

were destroyed as would be the case without any programs, only they don't
I asked Willard to put down on paper for me what really would

The economic studies at Iowa and other
places meke it clear that prices would drop sharply, but then what would

happen. His estimate is that the little man of $2,500 gross income would
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tighten his belt and hang on. Thé fellow’with'financial resources would
also hang on. The amount of production would probably not drop very
much alfhough the amount of input such as fertilizer would probably start
to go down. As prices drép, the value of land would go down as well and
the little family farmer who is now gradually moving out would be forced
out quickly and harshiy. We would then end up in a few years down the
road, Willard said 10 to 20, where probably agriculture would be pretty
well under control of a relatively few people who would then practice
private supply management. In the meantime there would be a sharp infla-

tionary effectan the total national economy. This of course is academic

. because it isn't going to happen that way. As the situation now stands

there is still enough political power thgt we are:not going to have farm
programs thrown out the window over night. On the other hand, it is con-
ceivablé'that with cotton, wheat and feed grains all up next year that there
could be a failure on the part of Congress to act and in effect over night
not farm program. I spoke to the people here at the Grange about that a
bit, pointing out that the alliance we put together that made it possible to
pass the cotton-wheat bill is one that we've got fo hold together fér legis-
lation next year. I told them, too, of my meetihgs with Congressmen in the
effort to build support among city people at a time wheﬁ we didn't have
pressing legislation to act on with all the emotibns and pressures that go
along with that.

I've also got the boys working to try and develop something for the
Democratic national platform which we might be able to usevas a vehicle,
I also have Willard and the boys trying to @ut together an overall statement
about American agriculture which I,might.put out in pamphlet form which could

be useful in the campaign and also in the education process preparatory to
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the legislation which will go before the Congress next year. In all of this
the most worrisome thing is the price tag which according to Willard's
estimates is much higher than our forward estimates as submitted to the

Budget Bureau would indicate at this point.

It's all really rather worrisome. As I said to Willard, we've accomplished

a great deal. We!lve held up these farm prices very significantly. We havé
pioneered these volunteer programs but they are'cost;y and it is conceivable
that the whole house of cards might come tumbling down. If that's the way the
land lies, I'd just as soon not be here when down they éome. On the other hand,
if I'm not on it why the house 1s pretty sure to come down so I guess my
responsibilities are rather'clear.in that regard;  |

I think I've related alfeady that my press-cﬁnference on beef went I
thought along in pretty good shape. We made the point that there was not need
to legislate quotas when we had accomplished them volunterily and we need'not,
therefore, run the risk of weakening our bargaining position. I'm not sure
how well this will take with the red hot cattle people, but we'll have to see.

Another critical area down the road is that of Civil Rights. The Senate
voted cloture today and I called Humphrey to congratulate him and he'was guite
gleeful, The Civil Rights bill will pass now, probably within the week, and
then we will get back to work in the Senate, When it passes we're going to
have a real problem in the Department of Agriculture in administering it for
so many of our programs like Extension in the deep South with matching funds
may very well no longer be effective when the requirements of integrated
operations by law go into effect. I've had several meetings with our Agency
heads asbout this. They're meking some real efforts, and as I've gone over

them with them, agency by agency, it's gratifying to see the progress that has



been made in most of the Agencies. Some of course have not done at all
what they should. .

Lést Saturday night we had a'delightful party on the Sequoisa attended
by Assiétént Secretaries and some Agency heads and my staff people. It was
a kind of going away party for Willard Cochrane and then a recognition and
welcome aboard for their promotions for John Schniﬁtker.who succeeds him and
for Nyle Brady the administrator for our Science and Research Operation end
for Dorothy Jacobson for her promotion as Assistant Secfetary.. I don't ﬁhink _
any.éf them had been on the Sequoia before,.including Charley Murphy, and
they really enjoyed it. I ought to do more of this kind of thing, but it is
difficult to do the cost situation being what if'is, although I can cover
this I think in the expense drawing account that I have. I didn't feel very
good myself for I was fighting a summer cold which got worse af‘ter Saturday
and I was really miserable Sunday and the first part of the weék, but I seem
to be ?ulling out of it and feel a bit better today, so I think I'll
roll.in for it is now Betting on towards 2:00 o'clock Washington time.

June 13, Saturdsy, 10:30 a.m, -- I'm at my desk after gettiﬁg the
beginnings of a picturé set up on barbecue in the backyard so we can.get
out soﬁe promotion material to sell some more beef, I hope. I just called
the office to tell the girl on duty there'where I am axdthat I can be reached.

| My Washington day at Wenatchge was I think successful. I spoke to the
Grange, met with delegations of wheat and dairy groups, had a press confer-
ence and generelly I think a very good reception. Lars Nelson was in good
form and spirits and felt that we had turned the corner on the cross;coﬁpliance‘
wheat question, I was very firm in connection with compliance, stating that
legislative history was such and the need to have broad pdblié'support and be

responsible if we expected to pass eny legislation was so stronggthat although



I would of course like to see farmers make more money, that we couldn't
expect some to do so at the expense of the entire program. It's still
going,td get the reaction because I didn't leave many doors open to

argue about, I did have a raxher_sharp discussion with Bert Cole, the Land
Commissioner in Washington, for they have about 350 farms owned by the

State with wheat allotments and aboﬁt s dozen who are refusing to comply.
Technically, the“balance would then be thrown out of compliance. Cole didn't
want this, didnft think we should do it, and started on a rather cocky basis
saying that bureaucracy shouldn't force us to this ridiculous result. My
response to his initiative was %o séy, that it need not if he only had the
guts to enforce the lease and kick the dozen off who were unwilling to
cooperate., He declared himself as against compulsion and pointed out his
great success as a Land Commissioner in convincing people to cooperate and
stated he wouldn't compel. I stated that‘thenAhe was the one with the weak
knees, not us. Bert Céie is an 0ld friend and he came around and we finally
decided that he would work on it himself, case by case, and then we would
see where we were. In the meantime we could delsy a final decision for as
much as a month and the heat would be off on the individual cases so.the

Farm Bureau and others couldn't use the fact we might have to make some

~exceptions under these abnormal circumstances for the State as a basis to

further muddy the waters and criticize the overall program and tq alienate
the individual citizen farmer who is unﬁabpy because he will have to comply
and perhaps plow up considerable wheat acreage that he had seeded. The Fatm
Bureau got across the iqea‘that there was a commitment that this would not
be the case -- further that there had been delay in planning the program,
therefore there ought to be a yéai's grace. There has been a great deal of

confusion in Washington about the whole program because of a weak wheat
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. growers group, but hopefully it is settling down now. I raced from my

speech to the airport, got in a National Guard small plane, flew over -the
Mountains to Seattle. With my bad cold I had the worst ear ache I ever had
in my life, It was really painful. Bert Cole flew along and that's when we

had our conference; AWé ran from the plane to the big jet, thence to Chicago

 and into Minneaﬁolis.‘ I worked the vhole way. Mostly reading over the

‘materials that I had worked out over the past year with George Barnes on the

prospective book. I really think that this might be a gobd idea and I'm
going to go to work.on it further. I've got Willard Cochrane feading the
materiagls now, I landed about 9:00 o'clock and went ‘o Donvfraser's where
a campaign fund raiéing party, which ILee Ioevinger and I sponsored, was underf
e, _ _ , ,

I really had a lot of fun. Saw a lot of ex-Minnesotans énd it was
gratifying to get their genersl reactions to my job és Secretary of Agriculture,
Most of thesé of course were old friends and were normally and naturaliy
friéndly disposed. Yet, even éllowing for that, the reading would seem to.be
that we had done a pretty good job. I run into this around the country to
8 surprising extent and the general attitude seems to be thét we have done
a good job, This helps to 6vercome first the very unfair cfiticism which
really doesn't bother me very much and also the resentment that I do feel
towards the indifference in the lack of interest and concern»tdwards agri-
cultﬁre which really is & cross to bear. This until one gets to feeling,
so what? Yet on the other hand what we do is so important that the real
gratifiéation in itvought to come from the.jdb end not. from aﬁy kind of recog- |
nition. ‘Again I don't think it'sliackvof recognition that bothers me, it's
the purpose ‘o which you éan direct recognition. In tﬁis case I come to the

questidn of Vice Presidential selection. 'I've been.thinking”about this and



we've kind of moved into something of avcourse of action on it. Jane and I
talked a couple of weeks ago and she pointed out to me on a»mattér of fact
basis that really when you take a look at political experience as a Stéxe
Chairman, cempaign experience in six State-wide campaigns, administrative
political experience in three terms of Governor and now in one of the world's
toughest jobs as Secretary of Agriculture, and compare this with any other
people discussed as Vice President, actually we rﬁte pretty high. Charley
Murphy said the same thing to me some months ago when he urged that we get
out in front on other subjects in addition to agriculture and cultivate more
support within the Democratic party. I haven't done that. Iﬁ part because
we've been so absorbedin our own work, in part because I've found it extremely
difficult to move in any areas other than agricuifure end in & sense agri;
culture foreclosed others because there wasn't a base of interest. it's Just
like the kids said at the Young Democratic Conventién out in Las Vegas after
I finished speaking and they were wildly enfhusiastic that they complained
when told the best they could do was:the Secretary of Agriculture but were
tremendously delighted once we had finished. Hence, the problem. Further
Humphrey has pretty well usurped the field and Civil Rights, Defense; and

Foreign Policy are really the burning issues. I guess maybe I could have been

- more aggressive in actually soliciting appearances and trying to build a

broader public awareness in other areas, but the very pressure of the job
precluded it and again I haven't basically felt like being pushy, and getting
in a position where I could be accused of running for Vice President which

I don't think is going to accomplish the purpose. After all, the President
will meke that choice and he'll make it based on the circumstances that

exist. However, he needs to heve in mind the slternatives and it's more.



than possible that having known and wofked with me over‘ the years that
he reé.lly hasn't considered this, and hasn't reviewed what we miéht do in
that ca'pacity,. politically and as a Viée President and,helpér;- . This again
reads back t§ the fact that there is relative indifference to agr‘i'cul'bure
unless someone is getting hurt and then. t'h}ey‘squeal and cry. |

| Where the President is c'dncerned the squealing and crYing is ‘now
on the beef thing and ‘t‘his doesn't put me in a very good light. Gomg back
again to conversations vis-a-vis Bo'b McNamara where he said severai weeks
ago, and 'again in a conference yesterday, what a "can do" guy Bob McNemara
is. Obviously he is tremendously :‘meressed with McNamars who certé.inly' is
a "can do" guy, but who also has sbout as little preceptiveness, pndérstand—
ing and sensitivity in politics as anyone I've evér talked to. I 'think £he
President is wise enough to see this.

At the Fraser party, talking to Bill Simms, our former associate in
the Mayor's offic.e 20 yea.fs 2go, he related a two-hour conversation with
Humphrey where Humphrey expressed his disappointment that Gene McCarthy
who Humphrey alleged had openéd an office and hired staff to campaign fér
Vice i’residen’c hadn't even discussed these matte-rs with him, Huxﬁphréy. Humphrey
also apmarently told Simms that he thought McNamara and Shriver were the leé.d-
ing candidates for the Vice Presidency.

Tom Hughes;. coming back from Minnesota, reports that the 'sﬁory out there
is that Humphrey is the No. 1 choice if the President can possibly avoid
naming Bobby Kennedy. That the ‘Presideﬁt would really like Humphrey. Humphrey
-is clearly running hard for this and wants it so bad he can taste it and is
in a very good position with success now coming on the Cl‘V'.Ll Righté Bili,
cloture having 'ﬁeen voted by a‘. strong vote just last week. V'By ‘the same ‘token

H\imphrey ha.sn"t discizséedv the Vice Presidency with me and this undoubtedly .



goes back to 1960 and the simple fact that it's my turn now and he knows
it but he has mofed out himself instead and has pretty well usurped the

field. Thinking back, I wish I had gone to him a year ago and said, "Humphrey,

 this is what I want and I want your help for it this time as I've given you

' vThis, however, was not really possible for I've

my help over the years.'
needed his help and it has been forthcoming'generously and usefully in pass-
ing legislation before:the Congress. Humphrey is in a position of power
and I'm not, vis-a-vis the President, and I might as well be realistic about
that, |

Anyhow, in the course of all this I had about resolved that what

I was going to do in a conference with the President tomorrow would be to

‘say to.him just as matter of fact as I could that I am interested and

remind him of the background and téll him I wouldn't propose to cempaign

but that I was interested and I wanted him to know it and that I thought

I could meke a contribution if he saw fit to make the seiection. I discussed
this with Jane and she felf it was not the right course to follow. She
pointed out that this was Midwestern directness plus, which as she put it
was always my general characteristic and not always a strength and that he,
thnson, would never operate in such a direct and forthright fashion and
would tend to down rate anyone who showld. I'm not certain she's right about
this, Eut in this kind of area where people and personality judgments are
concernéd over the years she's had a better feel than I in the.main and so

I vetoed that idea. I went to bed Friday night and thinking about this layed
awake a good share of the night. That wés silly, we ought to have some fun
with this, it's an outside possibility but I'm not going to get emotionally

involved for a host of good reaéons.



Anyway, on Friday I did have the conference which I had asked for
a week before with the Preéident and it was none too satisfactory, I'd
wanted to clear the beef:picture, to report a course of actiﬁn,7ahd5£o N

particularly nail down the question of credit so if we‘had_a disaster during

~ the year that he would be"éppraiSed that we hadasked for some of the ﬁéchinery

to deal with it and further although there is some question sbout this that

- credit ﬁbuld pfevent soﬁa 1iQuidation wﬁich would prevent marketihgs and also

stréngthen'our position; 'i:ﬁade that point, but not‘too_sharpiy for hé
wouldn't listen much to credit and said that the cattlemen he had talked to
héd indicated that it wasn;ﬁ iﬁportaht. In effect he‘said, that those who |
can't get credit ought‘to be washed out and that will cut the number of market-
ings and help solve the prbblem.‘ ihe éame arguﬁent would apply of‘coﬁrSe to
purchases but here you\doﬁ'£‘haye to break the budget because when we've spent
$170 million of Section 32 funds we can.go into CCC. I did have a chance to
tell him that might‘mean géing up for supplementary appropriations‘fbr the
Commodity Credit Corporation at which point he launched offfintq coneern ﬁith
the budget and a convérsation I found out later he had the night before when-
Henry Luce had dinner with him aboﬁt stories TIMEIis préparing to fqint out
that his budget is-a phony budget; Tt's clear that this is a really touchy
point, ’I'really'didn't know what he was"talkingébout and he didn't either he
had simply denied it, but obviously was gbing to do whdméverjreqﬁired to pfe-
vent a phony label on his budget. This is going to be difficult énd cause

a lot of us some uncomfortable-periods for there always is a cerfain:aﬁbunt

of mirror work in‘a budget. I told him that'oVer a long period agriculturai
budgets usually revise upwards in‘mid-year as much as a billion doilars
because there was the #ery netural ﬁendency even ﬁithvall‘honesty-to.estimate,

minimums when there was a legitﬁmus renge and then the'ghanges thaﬁ come dbbut
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with weather and other factors are such that inevitably the end product
involves more money. I also pointed out that the questioﬁ_of financing
was involved and we'd left some paper in banks so if wouldn't show up on
the budget. In any event, we spent a good deal of time on that, and then
got‘dff onto beef exports and theh on Germany, and then hé'got‘off again

on a long story ebout his own ranch and the manager of his own ranch

‘who was complaining about hearing on the radio some predictions that it.

would get worse before it got better and that if only all our so-éalled

experts would be quiet things would work themselves out, that we didn't need

-to remind them again and again. They knew well enough that things were bad

and on his own ranch the manager said he was unable to sell feeder cattle
at any price. He also had talked over with Erhard sbout beef and wanted to
know about the West German situation and I promised him & memorandum .

This was not the relaxed review I'd hoped for for Jack Velenti came in and

said,v"Mr. President, you're behind schedule." But the President didn't seem

too pressed for when the girl came in with the latest wire stories he read

us most of the late news whith obviously he watches.very, very carefully.

I did get in a few moments about the future of Rurél Area Development and
Conservation vis-a-vis John Baker who as it is now planned will leave to go
to theAFafmérs Union next spring. I pointed out to him that we needed a top
person here and I wanted to move in an asSist;nt to be ready hext year to
take over and then repeated Bob Lewis' name and I wanted to check to be sure
that this would be all right, despite the fact Bob comes from Wisconsin.'

He said clearly and categorically that he wouldn't appoint anyone from Wis-

consin, that there were too many people and that Wisconsin had too much

" influence in thistoVernment already, and_that if Wisconsinites had had

their way he wouldn't be where he is today, ‘and that was that. Charley Murphy
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pointed out that Bob Lewis had left Proxmire because he couldn't stand him
and didn't want to workfor him and all but said that it's not fair to

take it'out on Lewis and it was at this point that he said the Wisconsins
had never sent anyone good to the Government anyway and had too much

influence already. This is a very harsh, unyielding and I think 1ntolerable :

position. The same mean attitude was reflected when we went over a list

of names for the Marketing Commission which he gave short shrift, commenting
only that we ought t0 have a cow man in here. Thurman Arnold he reacted
favorably to. Marﬁin Jones he reacted favorably to. Others he didn't know.

He reacted absolutely negatively to Bob Nathan, saying that fellow has

been on his back over the years and he'd never appoint’iim to anything. I

guess I can't blame him for that. Bob is an outstanding person but he has
been an ADA'er and as such associated with Jbeng;;Ai;d therefore ‘the reaction
is I guess understandable. Yet by the same token so has Leon(Ké&ersliﬁééhnd
he's just appointed his wife‘over in the State Department. So I suppose

these things change, but it's clear this man has a long and bitter memory

of those who have crossed him., I wouldn't be surprised if it rums back to

the letter I wrote him in 1958 and some of my associatiens too. |

Anyway, it wasn't a very satisfactory conference all things considered.

Charley and I returned to the office and cranked up the machinery to shoot

over a memorandum on Germany and beef which I did, pointing out that our

current price for comparable meat is substantially below the German and that |
there are shortages in Germany, something E?hard had already denied. ILater

iﬁ the day I talked with the President. He had told Erhard, he explained to
me in great detail and evident.pride, that if he, Erhard,.would buy some meat
and help the President out of a difficult political situation this year why

next year he'd buy some meat from Erhard, and that Erhard had laughed and
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understood and would do what he could and then I had specific instructions
to call the German Ambassador and tell him we were redl ly going to seil ééﬁe
beef now and to take care of-those Germans when they come‘fo the United
States. I couldn't help thinking, what a deal. Héreia meeting on a Head
of State basis is talking about how much meat can yoﬁ sell in the framework
of the political heat that's on. But aithe other hand, I guess that is an
understandable framework and it is important and it will do some good and
little things aré as important as big things. But I can't help But wonder
whet kind of an image this leaves in terms of the United States with someone
like Erhard or certainly with some others we might name when:the President
of the United States is probably giving more detailed and specific attentién
to whether he can sell some beef to Western Germany while issues of great
import get at the best no greater emphasis or attention. By way of contrast
I suppoée we wouldn't want a President who like DeGaulle would say that
anything excépt military power and foreign relations was really & matter of
housekeeping and below his standing in stature.

I also shot over a memorandum straightening out the budget questions
and setting down specifically the comparative personnel situation as compared
a year ago for he had said to me,_"You are down in personnel, aren't you?"
A1l this is distressing as we look to the future and programs for the budget
is going to be a holy cow and.we've got it down so low now that it has adverse
program implications., I went’béck and reviewed and found that we are about
2,500 estimated below fiscal '65 as compared to fiseal '64 on a man-year basis
but we are a few hundred over '63. This despite the fact that we have
tremendous increases in prograﬁ-sincé '63.  Further, where'end of year emplpy-

ment is concerned we are again a few hundred4over, but if the accelerated



public works people, about 3,000 strong fhat were not included in the official
figures, are included and we were using them and using many of them on work
for which people have been released then and must do now, we are several
thousand below, and so I sent this over as well together with the budget
explanation pointing out first that the opposition was jumping on the fact
that we had not in our budget asked for full restoration of the Commodity
Credit Corporation for expenditures made on commodity programs and under

Food for Peace. I pointed out to the President that this merely means that
we would not be spending as much probably next year as this, or at least |

we didn't need to restore at this time so that's not much of an argument for E
TIME to use.

The other point I made, and I said the same thing strongly to Kermit
Gordon the Director of the Bureau of the Budget, was the end of the year
review of budget which we make contrasting January estimatés as comparéd
to July new budget to go into effect ought not to change agricultural esti-
mates. It is true that we sent over estimates increasing our expenditures
for the coming fiscal year about a million dollars. This based on a late
passage of the cotton bill and other factors. But, as I emphasized to the -
President, this is all conjecture, much can change and it's simple foolish-
ness to take on needlessly the exposure of further estimates when we don't
know what'll happén.

All of this took up most of the day and I really didn't feel it was
much by way of accomplishment. -I did have lunch with Charley and talk about
the Vide. Presidential thing and told him quite frankly that I was still inter-
ested and that it seemed to me the only really meaningful way to move at
all in that direction would be to impress availability, hopefully ability,

on the President through the medium of those with vhom he would have contact.
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So Charley and I went over some names and he indicated he would think about
it further and would talk to people to whom he might have saccess.

Tom and Barbara were over last night, and I talked. somewhat with
Tom on the same thing, along the_line that the contacts he had and that we
had jointly, such as John White, the Commissioner of Agriculture'in Texas,
who is elose to CLliff Carter; such as John Duncan, who is close to Com-
missioners of Agriculture generally; possibiy Barney Allen with Commission-
ers of Agricu;ture around the country, thét all of these might be impressed
to)if the circumstances were appropriate,ﬁring this to the President's
attention. I'm not sure how far we should go. We certainly don't want
to launch & full blown program or campaign, but I think some actions along
this line to at least bring it to his attention afe réasonabie, would be
interesting and ought to @e done. Sometime; I'm pbt so sure I'd want to
be Vive President and work with this fellow closely Qn'a day by day basis.
On the other hand, it'd be a great challenge and I think I coqld be of
effective service and of course although he would have made the selection
the people would have made the final determination and that would carry with
it independence and would be a somewhat inhibiting force on hié'iraécibility
and erraticness in dealing with people around him. One of course does pause
in connection with the job of President. As I said to Jane I feel somewhat
like I d4id about the Governorship; sofar as the domestic is concefned, 80
far as the political is concerned, I would feel no hesitancy, but that I was
competent to do the job. I would feel a bit thin in terms of the international..
aspects for although wp've traveled broadly I've not been deeply involved'in
the decision making apﬁaratus in State 6r Defense where international political
questions are concerned. However, I know the people in the process and again

measuring against the possibilities I think Ibneed not feel inferibr to most
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of them. ©So we'll see what happens. This ought to be interesting. It's
alwaysla possibility, although I think extremely doubtful, and iﬁ fhe mean-
time we will go on wiﬁh our work. |

4 I've been frying fo reach Tom Hughes_and Joe Robertson this morning
because it's pretty clear the Civil Rights Bill will pass now. I've had
preliminary meetings with Department Heads, aiertiﬁg them fo actions that
-may be necessary and what fhe law would mean to them throughout our Depart-
ment for it will be law soon and we will neéd to put it into effect rather
quickly. I need a follow-up on that.

With the passage of the Civil RightskBill, too, we will need to
crank up on & number of things that have beenuwaiting. P.L. 480 testimony
and Food Stamp Testimony before Ellender will come soon. I'm debating
whether I should see him. I'm inclined to wait until the dust has settled
a bit on the Civil Rights question, because I think likely he's a bit
irritable at this point.

I've gotta have Jemie Whitten over next week, too, and have a general
pow wow with him, perhaps for breakfasf on Tuesday, so we keep our qhannels
clear there,

Then our appropriations will be moving fairly soon and I've got
to get that picture clearly in mind and have some conferences with Holland
gbout that one.

So once Civil Rights is out of the way, Congress ought to move, and
.the next weekswill be pretty hectic and busy ones., We also need to do the
kind of advance planning, thinking and programming in connection with the
commodity programs and work ouﬁ the political strategy looking to the national

convention and what we can use it for by way of platform foundation for
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future actions, the political campaign, and how we're going to shape our
public. posture and how we can maybe use it to get votes and also get
support‘for future programs,‘and of course the determination of what
Congressional districts we'll concentrate in and how we'll operatein them.
All this relating to my schedule. It'll be a busy year and I guess I bet-~
ter dig into this and quit snorting around about trying to adapt to the
characteristics of the new President, but it really is a bit trying and con-
fusing to say the least.

Enough for today. vWe've taken our backyard pictures for Father's
Day and beef promotion, and I'm going out and eat a bit of it now. Then
make a few ‘phone calls and off to a basebsall game with Mike today. We've
gotta have a bit of fun and I'm going to try and do a little bit more of
this kind of thing this summer than I have before. He'll be 16 only once.
Our relations are pretty close and we need to spend some time together this
year and I know I'll regret it for the rest of my life if I don't, so I'm
gonna. At least I'm goﬁna do my best. |

Sunday, June Ik, 1964 -- 8:15 p.m. Back at the desk again after
what has really been a relaxing and enjoyable Sunday at home. Wé‘gdt up for
9:30 church., Mike was mighty excited and off to a-picﬁic at Chesepeake Bay
with the car. We had a bit of breakfast. I read the paper. Napped a bit.
We worked around the yard most of the day -- Jane and I together. Merritt
and Pafty Freeman came over for a little bit; Merritt to deliver a letter
from Ien Wolfe down in Brazil on Food for Peace; end then we had dinner
just the two of us out on the porch. Now for a little work and to bed.

We didn't get much éleep last night for we ended up with Humphréy

overhere until almost 2:30 this morning. First we went to the Press Club,
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which is a Negro press group, banquet and awards evening. The program
revolved around Civil Rights. Awards were given to Bobby Kennedy and to
Carl Rowan, and to a number of other people including Mrs. Medgar Evans

on behalf of her slain husband. It was a long, long program bﬁt én inter-
esting one and it gave me a chance to soak a bit in Civil Rights ﬁnd to
realize how far I've strayed away from some of the subjécts and topics that
were so intimate and vital just a few years ago when I was Governor and
before that in politics reaching back to Humphrey's historic Civil Rights
speech in Philadelphia in 1948, to the drafting of what I think was thé
first FECP ordnance in the United States when I was in Humphrey's office :
wheﬁ he was Mayor of Minneapolis, and my lobbying got ordnance through the'
City Council on to when I was Governor and passed an FECP State law, I
made speeches.all over the country on Civil Rights in those days and I've

been mighty quiet about it since, not particularly on purpcsé although it

‘would have contributed much less to Civil Rights than it would have damaged

my efforts in agriculture before the Congress because of the make;ﬁp of the
Committees with which I must deal., As I told a Mrs. Hurley whonI sat next
to and ﬁho was quite an impressive lady, an attractive Negro woman who
apparently heads up the NAACP 5-State Southeastern Regional-Office, that
it is one of the ironies of a lifetime to go f:om the reputation of a left

wing Civil Rights liberal to the extent that every Governor south of the

. Mason-~-Dixon line would automatically vote no whatever was said at a Governor's

Conference to become identified with the kind of agri culture which the
Southeast supports and to work closely on excellent terms with such men as
Allen Ellender, Dick Russell and others., I told her, and it is true, that

I had found these men in many areas involving economics and humenitarianism




as well to be decent and liberal, but on the Civil Rights thing.to be
moved predominantly by political forces and of course underlying sociologiéal
factors. ‘I talked with her about the kind of contacts and the kind of .
p]i;a.nning during the trensition stage under the Civil Rights Bill that will
make it possible to put it into effect quickly and foreefully, at ﬁhe same
time to avoid the difficuities which can arise if the'wild eyéd people 6n
both sides are permitted to push to confrontations. ' She acknowledged her
virtual ignorance of anything in agriculture, but agreed on the neédAfor
transition and carefullplanning. |

Yesterday I did cail Joe Robertson and tomorrow morning at Staff
I'm going to idsue a directive to all Agencies to submit by next Friday
a detalled analysis of how they will apply the Civil Rights Act, what diffi-
culties they'anticipate, and various alternative ﬁeans for owercoming those
difficulties. |

Humphrey came on out about midnight following the banquet at which
he spoke end we had a really good visit, For all the'prﬁblems of the past
and Humphrey's overwhelming sambition and often deviousness he is a wonderful
guy. He is fundamentally honest, although many people take advantage of him.
His ambition gets away from him, but his dedication to liberal principles
and his hopesty in espousing'them is more than creditable. His personality
as always is outstanding and one can't help but love him. Hé is feeling his
age a bit now and said that he wasn't sure he wanted to do anything except
_be a good Senator. In our discussions about IBJ and his‘conservétism in
terms of his budget and his pgculiarities and unreasonableness, Humphrey
indicated that there were good reasons for wanting to be in the.Senate where
he in effect need not be responsive to this kind of thing but could}be‘

considerably independent. He didn't pursue it further and that's about as



far as we got in talking about the Vice Presidential business. He did

express the concern that Johnson was far too much impressed by the business
community. These were the men, to put it into Humphrey's ﬁords, who had

made it and were in a special status and their prgise and recognition and
adulation, Humphrey feared took 6n a special status with Johnson. Kennedy,

he said, would laugh at that and would understand them and would not be
impressed., After all, he came from the same group, but it's different with
Lyndon. .I think there is a lot of merit in this observation,when you com-
bine it with Johnson's style of wanting to get everybody under the same tent
and his pride in having made inroads in the business community it'preéents

e dangerous situation where future budgets are concerned. As I said to
Humphrey, I for one had gone all the way in trying to cut personnel, hold back
budgets, postpone programs, because economy and the budget were a bona fide
political issue, that Johnson had succeeded in it, I admired him for it, he
had stolen the economy thing away from the Republicans. If however this budget
and economy stance become his primary measuring stick in terms of the Adminis-
tration he will head, that's another thing, and I must say I worry about this,

So far the money squeezed from Defense has gone for some good programs,

such as the poverty program, but £hat is only a beginning. Now when one looks

at forestry, soil conservation, recreation programs, FHA, and a host of other
things that are important to do what he is talking about by way of helping the
folks, as he puts it, we will have to see what his actions will be. I'm fear-
ful when you see his style and method of concentrating on a simple goal
seemingly not relating it to the end result and then demanding specific accom-~
plishments in connection with it without much by the way of a realistic

appraisal of what it's significance is and what it really means. As
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Charley Murphy said the other day the system might well be to tell ‘em as
little as you can and go on about your business doing what needs to be done.
It may come down to that, For as I said to Humphrey, if that's the way
it is, the tiﬁe may come when I for one would just as soon take a ﬁalk. On
the other hand, as Humphrey said, in the weeks immediately ahead now for he
confidentiy predicts passage of the Civil Rights Bill this week, there is
a great deal to be done and I should be‘ready to move to try and write the
kind of Food for Peace program we want, the same for Food Stamps and other
things, and to hit hard now in the next few weeks, He's right, that's why I'm
at the desk tonight so that we can be prepared to do just that.

I'm going to have to see Holland about the budget. See Ellender about
Food Stemps and P.L. 480. See Jamie Whitten. And at this point, Humphrey
threw up his hands and said, "Well you've really got the beaners to deal with."

And that, I have.

It was interesting to hear him tell about the-Civil Rights fight and

how he has spent endless hours talking with Dirksen, who is competing with

Hickenlooper, and how he felt that Dirksen gfadually had come into his own

for as he, Humphrey, put it, he had come to understand that he could never be
President. He was too 0ld and not strong enough and this was the time for him
to pu$ his mark for all time on history in this great occasion. This Dirksen
did and he came through and brought most of the Republicans with him. At the
same time,‘as he pointed out, tremendous pressures were mobilized and particu-
larly the churches keeping cnnsfant contact with the questioning votes together
with some of the enlightened people, especially in the Jewish Community, finance
and industry who had a line on and influence on such people as Mundt and Curtis,

all these were mobilized.
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Humphrey told the interesting sbory of how the President called him
last Wednesday night, the night of the Danish Prime Minister's dinner at the
White Hduse, and asked how many votes. Humphrey said, 6$ for sure - 69 maybe =
and possibly a few ﬁore. The President said how many and Humphrey repeated
the number and then the President asked him, "Where do you put Yarborough in
that?" Humphrey said, "He is to vote 'yes'". The President said, "How do you
know?“. Humphrey said, "Because he told me so a few days ago." The President
said, "Well you'd better check him. I don't think you got him." Whereupon
Humphrey did call Yarborough and found that he was equivocating, did then call
the Archbishop down in Southwestern Texas where the beican;Americans are
strong, poured a lot of pressure on Yarborough, who as Humphrey put it was pale
green when he voted for cloture the next day. Again, the President was on top
of it directly and intimately informed. On the other hand, Humphrey said that
by their mutual agreement the President did not do much direct arm twisting.
According to Humphrey £he Southerners generally were in a pretty good frame of
mine, that they had not been rough or try to ride ovér them, and the only one
who was really ornery and unhappy and bitter was Dick Russell.

Really we had a very good visit. I had a chance to tell him.of my
recent problems with the GTA and he told me that old Bill Thatcher was impossible.
That he had been riding him, Humphrey, also and was angry at him because he
couldn't make me do the things that Thatcher wanted me to do.

Jane and I both agreed after he left that this is a strange man in many
ways, but indeed & lovable one. Muriel is not here. She is back in Minnesota.
He's alone and lonesome, but as we agreed maybe it's best for them that way .
Although Jane said she would never 1egve me, Certainly not in an occasion as

important and vital as this one. She wouldn't and thank goodness for that.



/-\

But on the other hand, in these circumstances I'm sure that Humphrey is aé
completely unpredictable, irrational and irascible, that he is almost impossible
and Muriel really has never fitted herself in or enjoyed the life of Washington
and so she is back at the lake cottage, water skiing and all the rest.

The Reporter magazine had an interesting story today about the
selection of a Vice President. I don't think it is a very realisfic appraisal
for I still think that Kennedy offered the Vice Presidency to Johnson because
he felt he had to to keep him happy and was surprised af-thnson being inter-

ested in it. The story concluded that Kennedy had pretty well resolved that

. Johnson would be the best man and had been firmed up in that opinion by his

father's strong feeling. It was interesting that in the story IBJ was quoted
as saying that Freeman, Symingtoh and Jackson were‘mgntioned by Kennedy to
him as possible choices. That he didn't remember in what order. Johnson then
said that he was of the opinion that Kennedy would have chosen Freeman, I
rather doubt that as I look back at it; although I recall so well when I got
the call gbout noon on that fateful day to go to Kennedy's suite and sent for
Jane and we walked in together and then into his bedroom and then the segquence
ofvthe events which I have related before. I suppose somewhere inbeﬁween all
of'this the truth really lies, but.I doubt ¥ery much if Kennedy expected or if
he ever concretely made the decision and exercised the influence and effort to
éet Johnson to run which this article indicated.

Friday, June 19, 1964 -- 10:30 p.m. At home at the desk. This has been
a reasonably quiet week. Tuesday night Jane and I went up to WNew York for a
fund raising dinner for the Kennedy library. Allegedly everyone there paid
$10,000. Jackie Kennedy was there. We went up on the plane with the.President

and Mrs. Johnson, the Celebrezzes, McNamara, Teddy Kennedy and a few others.



I enjoyed a colloquy on the way up between Teddy Kennedy and Bob McNamara

- with the President listening., Kennedy was taking after McNamara for closing

Naval bases in various areas in Boston, Massachusetts, and on the Fast Coast
and doing it quite effectively. McNamara was defending himself effectively
as well; and the President was pretty much siding in with McNamara. There's
no dbubt that he thinks a good deal of McNamara. Art Goldberg was there and
he ,told the President he wasn't so brave sbout closing bases when he was

a Senator from Texas, but the President came back’and said that he closed the
base in the Congressional District which was the key in carrying Texas in the

1960_Presidential Campaign. So it goes. I again had the feeling of some

- reserve where he is concerned. I just don't feel that I communicate very well.

I called him the same day that we went up to repoft that I was going up on
beef testimony before the Senate Finance Committee and also to recommend the
name of Fred Marshall as a possible appointment to the Market Commission. He
listened politely and that was about it.

We almost got left completely in NEﬁ York. Luther Hodges was furious
and so was Jane, but I more or less laughed it off. It went like this. We
were all sitting at circular tdbles at this baqquet and when the program ended,
and incidentally it wasn't very good, Frederick March read very emotionally
passages from President Kennedy's writings in a loud voice that wore eVeryone
out and was quite morbid and I'm sure was a very great strain on the President.
Anyway when it concluded, he headed toward thé back of the rather small
banquet hall and I ushered Mrs. Johnson who was at the next table in that
directipn when her way was clear, leaving her to go back for Jane. We got
kinda boxed in with the people aﬁd by the time we got down to the lobby which

was only a few minutes the whole Presidential cavaleade was gone. We ran up
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and down the street a moment, traffic of course was all piled up. Eddie
‘»ﬂ:f" ;5{/';‘0,7', gt

s
_Duffman’/from the Attorney General's Office was there with a car and an
FBI man who then gave us a ride. We wandered around the John F. Kennedy

Airport for almost an hour before we finally found the backup plane and

1
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there we were just Duffmen's wife; Marshall, the Civil Rights Assistant
Attorney General's wife, Hodges, Jane and I, in that great big Jet No. 2
plane. We got in well after 1:00 o'clock. I was up at 6:00 in the morning
getting ready to testify on beef. |

After all the work, careful preparation of testimony which did not
mention the effects of imports but rather concentrated on the fact we had
imports down and theréfofe passing a 1egisiative quota was meaningless, the
hearings didn't really amount to very much. QThey were on for nearly two
and éﬁe-half hours, but mostly it was a wrestie with Curtis who is a stupid
blockhead. He is persistent, dumb, ornery, and thoroughly unpleasant and
irritating. I was a little bit hung-over. I drank a bit too much wine the
night before. Aﬁd it was hard not to let Curtis get under my skin. I had
to repeatedly contradict him head-on in order to prevent a bad record which he
then would broadly use. His ﬁain thesis and I wasn't quite prepared in minute
detail on this was that because our meat insﬁection reports showed more meat
inspected sinee the first of the year, we were deceiving the public when we
said imports are down. He then contended that the import figures from Conmerce
really weren't any good, we were using them rather than others we had in
Agriculture vhich actually did show increases, not decreases. All I could do
was say, "This isn't true." He then got off on farm income, trying to use
parity price indexes and I had to again and agaithell him he was distorting

the facts and that income actually was up and that parity index as such didn't

< ﬁ mean very much any more, that adjws ted parity index including Government
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payments was the important figure and on and on we went. The next day I
testified on Food Stamps before the Senate Committee and this went really
much better. »I think wé're going toimove that in pretﬁy good shape,'and it
#ill be a gréaﬁ thrill to have that bill passed.

Incidentally, Ken Birkhead called me a few minutes ago, telling me that
the Marketing CoﬁmisSioh passed the Senate by unanimous consent late tonight.
Earlier the Civil Rights Bill had passed. dJane and I called'Humphfey to
congratulate him. This is really a great aécomplishment for him and he has
done a superb job. | |

This was really one of those weeks when we bounced from one contest and
one problem to another in this great Department that I'm priviléged to head.
After I finisﬁed testifying on beef, T went over and spent two hours ﬁith
Poage and Cooley on sugar. This is géing to be a nasty fight. The foreign
countries who want to ship sﬁgar in and the refineries whé handle it here are
allied and determined that the foreign quota is not going to be decreased.

On the other hand, the domestic beet areas want more acreage and claim they

are entitled to it even though the Act of 1962 where they're concerned was

to run until 1966. They claim that because we turned loose acreage When we
had high sugar priceé that they really have a commitment for more acreage and
they're going for broke at 750,000 more tons of quota. Cooley, as always, wants
to stay out from the middle, but is completely involved with the country

quota ilmport people, a strange position for a Congressman but of course he's
got half the lobbyists in town and enjoys being the Secfetary of State for
sugar. So we're really'in the middle. Afﬁer much conferencing in the Adminis-
tration we pretty well resolved, and this was Charley and my decision which
others have gone along with, that we ought to w51£ to testify sbmething like we

did on cotton. In other words, let them fight, and we'll come in after while.
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Cooley doesn't want to do this First he would like to force the contending
sides to an agreement and so Woﬁld e but if can't be done. Then somehow he
would like to get out from the middle -- he doesn't worry if we're in, if he
can take the heat off himself. Bﬁt when I pushed him, he had to admit that he
could control this and rather thén the Committee forcing me fo testify that

if he scheduled the witnesses he could control that and the Democratic Méjority
which might not vote with hinm on substance ﬁould certainly gé with him on pro-
cedure. So we left it at that. But this is ohe example of a nasty commbdity
problem and we're in the middle.lh

Cotton continues agitating with unhappy people but that could be worse,
although-ndw we're writing regulatiqns with anciilary kinds of problems.

Then this week, Red Bamberg and Ed Mauldin frcm Alabama came in, In a
very nice way they made their point that they had worked and delivered on farm
legislation, now they had a problem and they didn't want an Alabama handler ﬁo
be forced into the Mississippi Milk Order and although they were nice and
understood that we had to operate fairly within the rules, yet they were
putting the arm and saying "We've been with you - this is important - now you

' It was amusiné'that_by the same token I had a conference the

be with us.'
following déy when I finished the Food Stamp testimoﬁy with a group from Calif-
ornia, this time five Congressmen, who Were saying slmost the same thing where
wheat and grain movements to the West Coast are concerned, claiming bitterly
that théy:are shipping out of the Pacific Northwest, which is actually more
efficient, and stating that we ought to ship and store at least some in
California. They again were reasonable in the sense that they recognized we

had to operste where it would be most efficient, where we could mske dollar

sales, bub they, too, had been our supporters. They had been with us on farm
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legislation, now they felt they were entitled to some real consideration
on this one. So it goes -- and this is the way you pay your bills in
politics.' I must say in all fairness, that in neither case were they so
demanding as to insist that it must be one way and only one way, but it's
hard to make these decisions énd it means a great deal of pressure.’

Another example, late today we all met wondering what to do ébout
fdbacco. Hearings will be held next week. HEW is asking for power to regu-
late advertising and to insist upon a warning sign and various kinds of
possible labeling on cigarettes. Federal Trade Commissioners held hearingé
on the same. There are about 8 bills before the Committee and we have been
asked to comment on them. On the one hand, they're not very good bills and
they leave the door wide open.to what could be some‘harmful and misleading
advertising, but if we oppose them we will automatically be accused of sup-
porting economic intérests_at the expense of people's health. There is
enough . pounding on us the way it is, including the pesticides problem
without getting in that posture. On the other hand, the tobacco industry
is smarting and sensitive and there are tens of thousands of tobacco farmers
who need that income desperately.' So what do we do? Well, we kicked this one
around quite a ghile and I finally came to the conciusion that for the time
being that we don'tiﬁnow ﬁhat to do, to do nothing. Dorothy made the argument
that it would be very bad for the image of agriculture to be in the position
which would look like we put economics aghead of‘people's health. Godfrey on the
other hand felt strongly that the Surgeon General's report was not conclusive,
the tobacco industry was contesting it as being primarily statistical, and that
they expected us to help fhem. Murphy more or less sided with Godfrey. He-
added that he thought that was the most popular position. Anyway; I postponed
this one and I have in my mind's eye exactly where it sets on the top.of.my

desk right now.
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Last night we had a little party for Willard Cochrane that was quite
nice. Charley Murphy made a very nice little speech and my remarks seemed
to be well received. Willard was thrilled. We'll miss him, He is a great
fellow. Thank goodness we've got John Schnittker.
: ‘Another good example of how legislation is passed can be seen in the
increase oflauthorized appropriation under the férm real e§tate and con-
servation and water loan section. Presently we have a $200 million guarantee
authorization. Poage has been wanting to increase it to $450 million and
it's a good program and needed for & host of reasons. Treasury and Budget
have resisted it. The program as it now stands is guaranteed loans with
the proviso that the bank holding them can sell them back to the Goverrmment
after 3 years if they wish. The Govermnment then would sell them or discount
them in the open market. Actually this hasn't happened. DPoage has demanded
this legislation in effect as a price for his support on the poverty bill.
I talked with him, mollified him, got a hold of Dillon, worked out a kind
of compromise where we would go ahead and they would agree privately, although
not openly because they want to adhere to the principle of not'making loans
or guarantees at any lower rate than the going rate of interest. Noﬁetheless
he would go along with the proposition that we could make such guarantees
up to 15 years at 4 1/2 percent interest which he gaid would be marketable.
Our people said it wouldn't and we couldn't do business that way, but I
decided we would go forvard nonetheless, get it through the Bureau of the
Budget that way, and then it might be amended. Poage in the meantime kept
the pressure on. The matter was discussed at a Leadership Breakfast in fhe
White‘House, Walter Jenkins was sent to see Poage and then to see Dillonad
the long and the short of it was that Poage got his way. The bill passed

out of Committee and is now on ‘the way, I.think, to passage. I'm pieased. We

need the money. It's a good thing.
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Thursday, June 25, 1964 -- 6:50 a.m. I'm down in my little office
at home. Work up this morning at 6:00 o'clock even though we didn't roll
in wntil 1:00, I'm going to dictate a few minutes and then off to the
office for g meeting again this mprning with a group of Congressmen. I've
had quite a few in now -- 6 to 10 at a time -- for breakfast, discussing
general overall agricultural problems with them and trying to lay the ground-
work of a better understanding. The meetings have been good and the response
has been excellent. I don't know why I woke up so early this morning, but
basically I've been kind of troubled and more or less depressed this week.
I'm not sure why. Perhaps because the overall magnitude of this job is so
vast and the exact and precise targets so kind of mushy that at times it

seems hopeless, Then I try to sit down and give myself a lecture and say

~that it isn't done in a day, this is all a very difficult process, and the

Joy of clear sharp accomplishment is not one that the Secretary of Agriculture
very often enjoys. Anyway I've been kind of depressed and a bit down this
week, I'm not sufe why because we did:have a delightful week end and I should
have felt rested and stimulated by it but somehow it didn't work out that
way. |

Monday was to have been a quiet day in the office and instead it ended
up with a parade of people with a lot of program and policy matters of not

much consequence. I did meet with the Extension Committee on organization

and policy and tried to stimulate them both in applying Civil Rights Act in

the Extension program and also in their Rural Area Development and Poverty

work and I think did some good. The Indian Minister of Trade was in and we
talked about the timing of extended P.L. 480 agreements wiﬁh them. They are
in difficulty now, food prices are goihg up, and anxious to have some assur-

ances and help from us. I went ahead and told the Indian Ambassador they
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could made some announcements which without being too specific indicated
the availability of rice later on in the year. I rather hesitated to do
this fof I haven't wanted to get India into the Act yet much until we can
get P.L. 480 législation moving. ‘Had some long discussions gbout sugar
again and other kinds of on going commodityvprogram problems, Also the
selection of the Commission for merketing, that is the members for it is
under way and kind of messy. The President isn't sure what he wants and
when you start looking hard it's difficult to find the best people to recom-
mend.

Tuesday I went down to Jacksonville, Florida to the E. T. York, now
the Provost of the Agriculturé School there, meeting. He calls it DARE,
Developing Agricultural Resources Efficiently, of Florida; He had had a
series of about eight meetings of agricultural leaders around the State and
I more or less climaxed it. We were a bit 1ate} for the plane left Wash-
ington an hour late, and rushed in to s?eak in the gymasium there. I've
seldom spoken to a colder audience and I really don't know why. I'm not
sure vhether it reflected a general attitude in the South because of the Civil
Rights Bill and the current troubles at St. Augustine. Actually flying from
Jacksonville down to Gainesville.to the College with Doyle Conner, the Florida
Commissioner of Agriculture, that seemed to be the case. He expressed his
concern about Goldwater. That Goldwater would be a real threat in Florida
and with his vote against Civil Rights and the current troubles it éould
mean problems within Florida for.the election. Although for the first time,
as he said, all the leaders in the State were united behind the Presidential
candidate. Anyway, it was hotter than blue blazes, but I hed s friendly
reception there and when I got ﬁp to speak after a splendid introduction

from Dr. York expected to.get a good response. The audience really sat on
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their‘handé. I couldn't raise them with storiés. They really didn't
respond to text. I got off the text because I had the pages of the
manuscript inadvertently mixed up and had to try and get them straight-
ened out while I talked. I used every trick-I had and it didn't do much
good. They sat. This doesn't happen to me very often and I'm not sure
why it did on that oc&asion. Anyway while I was at the table a message
came that the President was trying to reach me which seems to be the case
every single time I leave Washington. It turned out to be actually some
questions from KEn‘Birkhead via Larry O‘Brien about appointments to the
Marketing Commissioh.

I had the usual press conference which wasn't particularly stimulating
and then back on the plane. |

I worked very hard on the plane going both ways, trying to get ready
for the mid-year budget 5-year projection review session which will be held
this morning. Maybe that's why I've been kind of depressed, because the
program of the Departmenf is vast and I always feel when I get into this kind
of helpless for there is so much I don't know and really I guess can't know,
yet one ought to know. Thén the approach of the budget people and this is
quite natural and a part of the process is what can you cut, and Kermit Gordon
especially has been constantly emphasizing what ane program alternatives
and this is very disturbing. Joe Robertson came in yesterday and really more
or less shook me up when he said to me, "Boss, what is it that has priority
around here?" And I said, "Joe, we've been thoough that within various programs
ﬁorking on ﬁhe budget within the last month." "I know, he said, "but between
the overall programs, which.do you really want? ™ "We;haverso many." I more
or less flared up in connection with this and ééid'we need all of them ahd they

are all meshed together to meet a common purpose in connection with remaking



the face of rural America. And he shrugged his shoulders and said,

"Well when I was your Tax Commissioner and you were Governor and I

came over, you didn't éay to me 'Why is everything you're doing good?!',

you said to me, 'What is most iméortant if there is only so much to Be
had?'" And, of course, Joe is right. This is a part of the process,

this is always a bottomléss pit. Prioritiés must be set, and the Bureau
of the 3udgét'people are only doing their job. Yet, when I look at our
programs, one by one, and go back to the hearings before Congress, go back
to our own budget hearings, the sessions that I've had, I realize that
these programs are highly refined, are serving an important public need
and need to be not contracted which we certainly have done in this budget
but actually expanded. And when I've looked at fhem, I've realized too
that we do have a target, that we.are zeroed in, in cohnection'with the
remaking of rurai America, the building of the new great society that the
President talks sbout, and that they are important and essential, and then
I actually resolved that what I need to do is to fight as effectively and
as cleverly for them as I know how and that doesn't mean meeting the matter
head-on and getting on a~eollision course with the Bureau of the Budget
either. Rather I think it probably means being a bit Machiavellién, fight-
ing for what we éan get and then ﬁsing all we can get as effectively as
possible, This mékes me a bit uncomfortable,.however, because it really
makes one feel not completely a member of the team in the sense that you are
an advocate and not one who is trying to ﬁhink in terms of the overall total

govermuent-wide Nationswide:program.
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I'm going to lunch today with my own staff, bringing in the
Assistant Secretaries and staff people per se to try and inculcate into
them the overall spirit that they -are members of a total Department
approach and program, rather than advoca#es-for their own program. Really
they fight the same battle within the'Départment that I fight within the |
Government and I hope I may by bringing them together in thishfashion
give them more of an éverall Department_feeling with a sense of partici-
pation and decision making and shaping of policy and program with the
satisfaction that goes with it than I get in the process of the total wide.
Government effort from the.Presidential poiicies and programs and leadér-
ship. I must say that this is not particularly unique to Johnson -- I had
the same feeling very frequently when I worked with Kennedy. The President

is busy. Problems on the front inevitably get attention, ours are seldom

that kind of an emergency nature, and so it goes.

Mike started work this week in the Senate and that's good. He seems
to be enjoying it -- it's good experience and he makes a few dollars, too.
He's been going down withme mornings, Workingat his algebra and some of
his studies in my little office and then on up on the Hill for the day. We
refused to provide him transportation eVery.day to and from the Capitol as
such and he has seemed to understand that. I made it clear to him that he
should be on his own and not a burden to people arpund the Department and he
has reacted well for.which I'm éroud. I'm sure he will do well up there and
learn a good deal in the process.

Well it's T7:10 and if I'm going to be with Congressmen in 45 minutes

I'd better be on my bicycle for now.



June 29, 196# -= 7:10 p.m. in the office. Mike and I jus£ walked
around the huilding coming back from the cafetefia'where we had é spot to
eat. Wefe going on to a movie tonight a little later on, but will get in
a bit of work in the meﬁntime. Jane is:sfill in Minneapoiis. She'll be
spegking in Toledo, Ohio, tomorrow, coming home Wedpesday>for the Demo-
créticonmen. | B

I've had an interesting couple of days and feél a little bit more
perky than I did when I last dictated. Thursday morning.bright and earlj

- I went up to testify‘on the Appalachian program, particuia:ly the grazing
part of it to try and set the record straight and counteract some of the
cattle interests who are opposing the program which would seek to help some
of these frozen in poverty folks get a small cow—célf opération going.

Then I raced to the airport and flew in to Sikeston, Missouri, via
Nashville where I was picked up by a private plane together with Congressman
Paul Jones and Stu Symington. They pushed me hard to go in there., That's
"the boothill of Missouri.l Actﬁally it is Mississippi in temperament, habits

. and attitudes. 'Symington is up for re-election, is confident, but is a bit
worried about this afea and says the President needs some help there; too,
because of the‘Civil Rights matter. Anyway, I flew in. They had a quick
‘luncheon with the Missouri Cotton Producers Association Wﬁere I spoke in
éomehhat general @eﬁms, then over to an REA vhere I made‘a étrong speech about
Rural Area Development and‘about Recreation as a part of new ecpnomic opportun-
ities. I worked in some commodities and a little hoop-te-do and razzle-dazzle

“and REA kind‘of plafform histrionics which seemed to be well received and
got in what I was told were éome pretty gbod plugs which will be useful to

Symington. Anyhow, he seemed grateful.




After a brief press conference I flew in a private plane to Minneapolis,
working on a speech which I subsequently gave to the DFL State Convention,
setting.down two things -~ first the history of the DFL on this its 20th
birthday, a chance to remind and put into the record some of the things we
| had done and that ours was a party of issues and purpose before any person.,
If was really quite w&ll received. Right after I'd flown in I went to the
hotel where we had dinner with the Rolvaags and the Mondales and the Art
Naftlins, then Humphrey Jjoined in. Then we went over and the Rolvaags and
ourselves stood in line for 2 1/2 hours,and it was as hot as Billy Blue
Blazes, at a receptiomn. They figured they would have about 450 people at
the outside, and they had 1200, We saw hundreds of people we hadn't'seen
for a long time. It surely gave one a rather strénge feeling for some
people had changed very radically -- heavy, grayer, much, much older;
others hardly at all. Everyone seemed genuinely pleased to see us and the
remarks were very friendly. It was good for the morale that everyone said
how young we looked. Everyone, of course, said we were doing a fine job and
how proud they were of us and please come home and that kind of thing.

But it was actually a . very warm welcome.

We went back to our hotel in Minneapolis and the Naftlins came in
and then Tom Hughes brought in Jerry Bruno who had been the Democratic Com-
mittee advance man who had had a few drinks and who got miserably mean with -
Art Naftlin, accusing him of not cooperating, not getting up signs'for the
President's coming, not putting out a special press release or having a
press conference, not going on the radio, and went at it again and again.
Finally he got profane so I had to tell him to watchvhis language that there
were ladies in the room. I think he was probably right. Art didn't do any

thing and had a guilty conscience and that's why Art argued with him and didn't
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throw him oﬁt. Anyway we were up early the next morning, spoke to the
State Convention as I've mentioned, and then I went to a luncheonvout
at theiMinneakada Club which was beautiful,va dozen people put on by fhé
Northwest Airlines, and I made an award, an E Award, to them on. behalf
of the Commerce Department. There were a number of brominent business men
around and I was feeling good and for once in‘good form and it réally went
guite éplendidly.

I stopped off in the meantime to see Bobby Humphrey who has héd ah
operation with the removal d?some.muscles and nodules because of some low

grade cancer. He seems to be doing well, His mother told me that hé was

-somewhat concerned about the scars and so I went up and matched .scars and

kidded him gbout that'ahd they meemed to think itihélped him a little,
Then, to meet the President, off to the State Convention, where he

made a‘reasonably'good'speech but it was off a teleprompter. Not much real

- zip to it. It was awfully hot and there weren't enough people in the

auditorium, nor were there enough people along.the parade route, and we
were all a little concerned about it, but we hadn't got final information
of his coming to the.aﬁditorihm at all, or of the route itself earlj enoﬁgh
to really get the information out so‘people could come, ‘

Back we went to thevMihﬁeapolis Hotel, dressed and down to the $l,000
President'é Club affair which Was_really‘Quite nmiraculous. About 150-tickets
to this was sold. The‘feception was beautifully hendled. The President

came in and moved around the entire place, as did Lady Bird; meeting, greet-

" ing, shaking hands, and spenﬁ more than an hour at it. For my part, I let ‘

Humphrey take him around, I moved around and saw all kinds of people that
I hadn't seen for a long time. . Anyone would think I'm running for office

these days. Maybe I am. Anyway everyone was friendlf. The respohse_was



excellent. There were more Republicans there than we've ever had at an
affair before, and of course that was a lot of money.

We then had a kinda nasty little experience that's hard to evaluate.
A good deal of maneuvering about the President's visit revolved around
the insistence of supposedly Freddie Gates to get the President to visit
the Transoceanic Corporation which is a Dwaeyne Andreas bank and fiscal

operation of some kind. Well, maybe that's all right, but it's kinda silly

and Fritz Mondale for one fought it. At the conclusion of the $1,000

reception, why Dwayne Andreas suggested we come into these offices, andv
Jane didn't want to go because she detests him so, and that they had a
limousine and we could rest for a minute before we went ovér to the dinner
which seemed logical. We got in there and sé’c around for a solid half
hour and nothing hé,ppened and I got @bout ready to go and in comes Humphrey.
He'd been talking to some newspaper man, and then they got Humphrey on the
telephone and as nearly as I could tell he.was calling the President or the
Secret Service or someone insisting that the President be routed by this
place. 1In 'Ehe meantime we al]_. waited, got over to the banquet at least

35 minutes late and to make mattérs worse, they didn't even know exactly
¥Where to take us. It all worked out, but the. program started late, and by
the time ‘chev President was there the word went up and down the table to
the few of us on the program that we should cut our 2 minutes to 1 minute,
because the President wanted hié speech to get on the wires and be printed
back East. Fr}tz Mondale led off with a wonderful introduction of me in
terms of the spirit and the meaning and the architect and the shaper of the
DFL party. It was really a rare and movigg cqmpliment.' I actually made

my speech primarily to the President as such, havingin mind that he might




have forgotten a bit of the background of Minnesota politics and having
in mind quite frankly the Vice Presidential situation. Actually it
went very well. I thanked him for being there and reminded people of
the heavy burdens he carried last week, which he surely did. I then
commented on the 20th anniversary of the party and what it stood for in
terms of issues rather than people,‘and then used the President's phrase,
"Is 1t for the folks?" as a measurihg criteria which meant that these were
his kind of people and vice versa, and spoké in terms of the poverty
program, the Appalachian program, the greet society theme, and peace through -
strength. He turned his head when I finished and made a very compliﬁentary
remark. Later when I called him to compliment him on his speech which was
excellent for the threw awsy the manuscript and juét let go about building
a better society and teking care of people and taking advantage of our
opportunities, he again went out of his way to compliment me so I felt pretty
good about that. He also said repeatedly that myself, and he grouped me
with Walter Heller which is pretty>good company, were his strong right arm.
And, of coﬁrse, in his main speech he made some very pointed remarks about
agriculture, agricultural progress, and then stated that he would be looking
for a long time to Minnesota for guidance in agriculture. Everybody felt
this was quite sensational and at another reception following the main banquet
where Jane and I stayed again and shook hands and visited until after 1:00
o'clock, why dozeps of people came up énd were very, very complimsntary.n

All in all, I really did enjoy it. It was an occasion when things
went well for a change, and it was nice to have some nieve things said back
with the home folks. The 1960 defeats still bites, but as I said in my speech

to the DFL Convention, it's all for the best.



Sunday morning we were up at a reasonable hour -- breskfasted --
read the_ paper, and then off to church. I almost got left behind in the
Presidential entourage. Humphrey is really pushy sbout things like this.-
He kinda took over and was putting people in and out of the President's
car. I really didn't give a darn but I almost got left altogeﬁher. We
'went to Reuben Youngdahl's church, and I thought he did a rather 1ou§y
job, with only passing acknowledgement of the President's pre.sence and
not even naming the rest of us by name. His sermon I thought was relatively
indifferent. It was hotter tﬁan Billy Blue Blazes and we had to fight our
way in and out through hundreds of people.

As we drove from the church to Minnehaha park, I was near the end
of the cavalcade and rolled down the windcw and put my head out and really
had a remarkable response from people along the 'cur'b. Almost everyone
of them recognized me The remarks were generally very friendly, and the
.driver, Luther Johnson of thedetective force in Minneapolis, said "Here's
the story the reporters should have had." But as I said to him, "I don't
know whether they like me or not, there's a big question thére » but they
do know me and that in and of itself is gratifying." Agein, I sound like
a candidate.

Tom and I came home after the Svenskarnas Dag where the President spoke
to 100,000 or so,and we were just one of the crowd, on a press plane coming
back purposely on it to get alli’ctle press exposure., I'd hoped to plant a
few Vice President seeds but it didn't work out that way. Although several
’ times during the da;y .I had a chance, as I did today when Chuck Bailey came
in bringing one of the new guys from the -Coles organization out' here to help

him in his work. When Chuck mentioned to me that the boys on the press



plane were asking him about my ideas on the Vice Presidentiai thing, he
said he didn't know because he hadn't had a chance to talk to me, privately
that is, he told them. I just laughed at him and said, "Well, that ought
to be easy. After all, I've got seniority on this, I'ver been running
for Vice President longer than anyone else, Remeber 1960." And I let it
lay right there on a kind of light jocular vein. That's about the right
way to play‘it. I've no idea what will happeﬁ%ﬁbut Tom has beeﬁ dropping
a few Seeds now. John Duncan is going to do some work with some of the
Southern éommissioners of Agriculture and apparently talk with Talmadge and
Russell also. Ken Birkhead has talked to Drew Pearson and to Gil Harrison,
who has run stories on both Humphrey and McCarthy and I was surprised when he
told Birkhead that he had the series planned and couldn't change it now
and wouldn't run one on me. I think he's another one who is pretty emotionally
committed to Humphrey, but I'm rather surprised that he wouldn't at leaét
run the story. Anyway, I'm just going to take it light and plow ahead and
see_what happens.

| Today in the office was one of those of plowing through papers. I
worked on the"phone'fér a couple of hours this morning oﬁ the Food Stamp Bill
which passed out of the Senate with only two dissenting votes for which I
am grateful indeed. | |

The Minister of Agricuiture from India was in again and we went over

some old ground on the new contfacting for India with him. I also pretty
much started out the day with a conference with John Baker trying to work
out a budget policy which will really inﬁegrate 6ur btdget hearing in process
so that policy and program as well as the nuts and bolts of'housekeéping |
can be considered and all of this organized so that I cén be informed and

make the'necessary policy decisions and establish soﬁe program priorities’



~ which need to be éstablished. Don Dé.wson, formerly in President Truman's
office, now a lawyer and man abdut fown, was in to lobby for sugar for
India and Charley and I off and on spent probably an hour together today
discussirgwheat, sugai' and a number of other rather nasty commodity prob_lem_s
which constantly plague us.,

I also met with an Extension Committee of young Extensidn Agen’cs i‘n’
here for a year's special study while they get their Master"s Degree who
were very attractive and then with a Committee that Harry Caldwell has
established of Land-Grant College economists to review our commodity prograns.

Now I'll be off after a bit for an evening with my son which I don't
get too often -- just the two of us, and we're going to go and see "Seven
Days in May", Chuck Bailey's book.

Incidentally before this week end trip I've been talking about, we
went on June 25 to a dinner at the home of Averell and Mrs. Harriman for
Prime Minister Mengies and his wife from Australia. I thoroughly enjoyed this
one. They have a lovely place. I had a long talk with Bill Fulbright and
John McCone which cove’red the Viet Nam situation and also Cypress and was
very interesting. The toast that Harriman gave calling on the experience
of many years of friendship, going"baék to the period during war in England,
was both touching and amusing. A good many prominent Washingtonians were
there and it actually was a thoroughl& delightful evening. Also on Thursday
our session in the Bﬁreau of 'bhé Budget turned out to be really constructive.
"Actually, tﬁe Bureau Qrowd was so friendly and so receptive and were so

mach other than pushy that we didn't quite know what to make of it, but



decided that we would just conclude they were happy with our general
progress and seemed to think we knew what we were doing. That in and of
itself a;l":‘térva week of somewhat doubt was welcome.

June 30, 1964. It's hard .to realize howbrapidly; ¥ime goes by.
Here half of 1964 is almost gone. It's 10:30 at night and I'm alone in

the office. Just a bit ago I helped dress Mike in my tux which fit him

' reasonably weil with the exception of the cummerbund which I had to pin

up behind, He's off to the White House to dance. Tonight the President
of Costa Rica is being entertained. I wasn't invited, but there apparently
will be a dance under the stars and commencing at 10:00 o'clock the young
people have been invited to attend. Herwas really ’ohriiled. We'!ve been
batching it the past few days. I came back from Minnesota this week end
and Jane stayed. She should be coming in tomorrow after speaking at some
Democratic Women Events in Ohio todey. It's been kinda fun to have the
time with Mike, although of course we miss Mother. |

Yesterday we got up and hurriedly made ourselves some breakfast --
cold breskfast food to be sure, and I was down here to the office with
Mike aloﬁg. "He's been using my little office, coming down with me a'E 8:00 .
o'clock and then walking up to the Senate to go to work é.t 9:30. He came
down late in the afternoon, we went over +o the cai‘eteria and lunched a
bit together and then came back here and worked untilebout a quarter of
9:00 and went out to see the Movie, "Seven Days in May". We enjoyed the
movie and it was just good to be together.

Yesterday was fairly uneventful. I worked in the morning with Joe
Robertson and Chai‘ley Murphy & bit to try and outline a bet’cer budget proce-
dure here which I think I've mentioned already so we can direct attention

not only to housékeeping budget details but try and develop some real program
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and policy alternatives and evaluate the effectiveness of various programs
here which move in the direction of a common purpose or goal.

The Secretary for Food of India was in and we talked a bit about
the future §f India and our P.L. 'h80 relations. They are concérned gbout
the new agreement, but quite réé.sona'ble. I urged him to rather than apologize
for the lack of availabilities of dry milk to try and substitute other
things and to sell the new emphasis 'as. a more nutritional if more difficult
product. He was receptive.

I was up on the Hill today for quite a ighile , after a morning devoted
mostly to sugar with Dé.n Inouye, the Senator from Hawaii. I did some lobbying
for the poverty bill and T think ve did some good in stimilating Senators
Metcalf, Williams, and Yai-borough, to help push Title III, the Agricultural
Poverty part, through the Senate. This will not be easy. Late in the after-
noon I got the news that the Food Sfamp Bill had passed the Senate on a voice
vote and was very happy. Then I returned to the office and discovered that
late in the debate that stinker, Senator Jack Miller of Iowa, a really nasty

Republican operafor who iis always bland_'l.y'friendly on a personal basis, mmde

- an amendment stating that nothing could be expended by way of food stamps for

imported meat. This is what we had tried to avoid last week by shaping the
language to read meat that could be identified by the retailer. Birkhead
di'dn't even know this. Near as I can finél out now, Ellender at the instance
of Humphrey, Mansfield and otheré , accepted the asmendment not wanting to have
a fight on the beef question. This beef thing is really something. The
Senators and Congressmen up there .are so gun shy that they run from that

issue and won't even fight back and I'm getting pretty @isgusted in connection


https://stink.er

with it. It is true, of course, that Mike Mansfield voted against the |
quota 'bhing as tacked on to the wheat and cotton bill and saved ’;he defeat
of that 'legislation-. I told Ken Birkhead tonight although our fooc?.

people here are going‘ crazy é.t this pbin'b that I thought we ’pro'bably ‘would
be wise to let it stand. We'll check with the General Counsel, but by |
getting some kind of appropriate history in the conference repor'b.‘it would
seem to me I could issue an administrative regulation that would restrict

v |
it to properly labeled food as being necessary to accomplish %.ny reasonable

o kind of enforcement. With that kind of a conféréncé report, we could
then,gé ghead and let some of these wild eyed beeﬁ people scream. Right
now it's political and they're all gﬁy shy. Tomorrow afternoon I under-
stand the Finance Committee is going to mark-ﬁi) thé beef quota biil. I've
been debating whether I should do any direct work on this now and call
the individual members and T don't know what to do. Mansfield wés- really
very decent before and I know he's gun shy because of the election. He
may be highly offended if T make some personal calls and undoubtedly I
won't be able to block thié anyhow and I think we can bottle it up quite
effectively over in the House. Nonetheiess s I don't went the Presi‘dént call-
ing over here and asking, "What did you do?" and me responding, "Nothing".
Ken Birkhead checked with lf:arry O'Brien and'..he said he didn't know what to

| do either and wanted to “bhink abozfc it, so I guess I'1l let it sit and
call Laerry in the morning. This is a good éxample 6f politics and pressure
grouping. There's been enough hollering here now so that this beef thing
has gotten to be almost like a two edge sword and everybody over there are
scared to raise their heads. |

Had a good squash game today at the Pentagon 'wi’ch ZBo‘b MéNamara. He’

' " beat me & to 1, although they were close games and this Wwas one day I did



want to win because Mike was over, but I didn't. I then went over to a
reception put on by the Chemical Association ’for -Bob Clarkson of ARS

who is rétirin’g who was delighted to see me and I was quite gratified
when he ceme over and sald, and I think sincerely, that he had appreciated
working for me and that he en;joyéd working for iritelligent tough adminis-
tra.tors who knew what they want and were willing to work at it. He said

he would be willing and anxious to do any’chiné he could in the future to
help us out if we saw fit to ask for any help. I was giad I went. I only
stayed for a drink and a few of the crumpets_ a.nd.'then left when they went
in to dinner to go down to a cafeteria with Mike. We then came up here and
he did some work on his algebra which he is trying to brush up on over the
summer while I went back to this desk. Then as I s;ay., I got him all dressed
up in black tie and he should be over there da.ncing on the White House roof
right now. |

The Commodity Credit Corporation met this morning and we had a bit

of a talk gbout our commodity programs which deeply concern me. At the
moment it looks like the feed grain program, even with 34 million acres out,
will notl cut surpluses in feed grains any for the estimated national 'outpu’c
per acre is Tl bushels, We can't seem to get ahead of this, and Following
the current program the cost next yeé.r would run I'm told close to $1.8 bil-
lion -~ that's simply more than we can Sell, We d.iscussed program é.lterha—-
tives and the ques’t';ion vwhether we could mske any announcements now so that
farmers would have adequate notice for advance planning. ‘We generally agreed
that it was impossible to go into too much detail because we would expose
ourselvés poli’c:i cally and also there are some things | that we don't know.
As always, the estimates could be way off, ae'ather' could change, many things

could happen, and that's the way in agriculture.



I may have a bit of unpleasantness with Bob McNamara on the recreation
problem, welll have to see. There is an Allegheny Reservoir up in Pennsyl-
vania which has been in process for about T years whefe they conflict
between the Forest Service and the Army Engineers as to who will manage the
recreation on it. The Bureéu of Outdoor Recreation in the Department of the
Interior reviewed the matter and recommended that the Fore‘st Service take
it over. It was discussed briefly at a Recreation Advisory Council Meeting
and the Army Engineers refused to discuss it.

I wrote Bob McNamara ebout this scame time ago, and he referred it down
the line and nothing happened. I told him today that I would be referring
it shortly to the Recreation Advisory Council and that we would proceed with
the Advisory opinion. I just dictated a memorandum ordering the development
of procedures and an issue of notice that such a hearing would be held. After
all, this is what the Advisory Comigsion was set up for and this/ will give
us a chance to see if it will work. It is an off beat kind of administrative
device whereby in effect this Advisory Council is set up to advise and to
try and resolve differences in overlapping and bureaucratic wrangles. It is
staffed by the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation in the Department of the Interior
which wears two hats, one a recreation operating hat within Interior, and
secondly a staff operating hat for the Advisory Council. I'm now Chairman
of the Advisory Council and am anxious to get something moiring on recreation.
This will be an interesting one if Bob McNamara doesn't do anything about it
and we now bring it before the Advisory Council. ‘

One more thing about the Minnesota trip -- when the President was
speaking, I couldn't help but chuckle when he remarked that the task. tdday_
is in many ways more difficult than it was back in the days of Franklin D.

Roosevelt. This line that now with only s few people relatively suffering



- poverty and hardship, it is harder to stimulate others to the need for

action than it was during the depressiori days when some 20 to 30 million
people are employed out of 140 million and it touched every family. I've
hammered this again and again and again and the ﬁords come back., He might
have gotten them from somewhere else. It's not exactly the most original -
thought, but it certainly =mused me and reminded me and I sat down and wrote
on a note pad and showed it to Joe Mondale, under the heading listen to

the words come back, the fact that I made a speech in 1957 down here at an

International Assistance meeting which in effect outlined which came to be

the Peave Corps. Then, too, as early as 1958 I made a number of speeéhes
entitled "The New Frontier", and actually for ﬁy'speech as a Governor from
the Midwest titled my speeéh "The New Frontier". ﬁithin a day the Kennedy
Administration.had picked "Thé'New Fréhtier" as their slogan. Again it
probably didn't come from me, but it is surély interesting how the}words
come back.

Wednesday, July 1, 1964 -~ 4:05 p.m. in the office. This has been a
generally uneventful day. Mike and I came down early in the morning for
another.meeting with Congressmen and then a_session;trying to figure out
vwhat to do about Food Stemp Bill which instead of passing the Congress, rather

the Senate, instead of passing as we wanted at the téil end of the proceedings

~an anti-foreign meat amendment was included which would make the bill almost

adminiétratively‘impossible. We are now trying to figure but whether tol

fight this in conference, or to try and interpret it administratively so we
could live with it. We haven't decided yet. This is something of a disappoint-
ment. Then ﬁe had a legislative strategy decision which may bounce back via
Presidential intereession. This‘on'the question of whether I shbuld try end

block the beef quota amendmeht in the Senate Finance Committee which I hesitate




(h, to do because Mike Mansfield feels very touchy about the cattle question.

He has been beaten on by these dammed cattleﬁen,and now wants his amendment
for S—yeér quotas to go through which I oppose for reasons I've given.

It's now T:00 o'clock at ﬁight and I'm'waiting for a call from Mike
up on the Hill wheré he is still working in the Semate as the pay bill is

debated. The matter I just dictated gbout has been resolved. The question

was whether I should go to the President before reaching a decision as to

whether I should lobby this one and get at cross purposes with Mike Mansfleld.
I finglly decided not to. I tried to reéch Humphrey, but I couldn't, and
later in the day he confirmed that judgment. Then I talked to Larry O'Brien
who confirmed it as well and who told me just a moment ago that he had told
the President that I had called him for some guidaﬁce on it and he had advised
me not to get at crbss-purpose on it. I haven't actually talked directly to
the President on it, but the ‘'phone hasn't rung so therefore he must be at
least resigngd. We'll not have to figure out how to stop it in the Senate
which I don'é think we can do if Mike Mansfield really wants it;‘or, I'11 go
over tomorrow and talk to Wilbur Mills and make sure we get it blocked up

in the Ways and Means Committee. Carl Albert was crying about it coming over
‘o tﬁe House. These cattle éuys can sure kick up a real stink. They're do-
ing it and it doesn't make any difference what we do sbout imports or even
beef prices that have moved up. They keep crying and screaming.

So faxr as the Food Stémp is concerned, we have s0mé interesting develop-
ments on that éince I last dictated. It seems there is now a possibility
that it might pass the House unanimously, as it did the Senate, and Charley
Hoeven is considering it. This would mean acéepting the lgnguage that Jack
Millér put on in the Senate. That 1apugage in effect took out the words of -

the Senate Committee in terms of holding the retailer to not selling meat to



Food Stamp participants if it was identified as import and made the langusge
mere read "couldn't sell any imported beef". Our Legal Department worked

on this éll aay and concluded there was nothing we could do to issue a
regulation to tone this down. I then read through myself the Congressional
Record and‘found that the discussion which preceded this languagé revolved
around the question whether g processihg part of a chain store operation

would be covered in the meat they might process and send to their own retail
outlets and that there was no discussion about a little grocery store buying
in an open market where they couldn't know whether the meat included some
foreign beef or not, nor did it mention at all canned goods that might or
might not have Boreign beef in it. This being the case it seemed to me quite
obvious that we could idsue an administrative reguiation which would incorporste
the real sense of the discussion interpreting therebyythe language which on
its face would make the store owner responsible. I finally got the General
Counsel and his associate around to that decision, and we are prepared to go
along. I then called Carl Albert and talked to him about it and found at

that point that Carl Albert had been taiking to the President about something
else and the President had said, "Don't monkey with it except the Seﬁate Amend-
ment as it went over to the House." I said to Carl, "Well that's a nice‘kettle
of fish. It's a good way for the Secretary of Agriculture to find something
out." Whereupon he backed off and said, "Well the President was talking to me
gbout something else and just mentioned this." Apparently the President also
talkedito_Lafry 0'Brien and Larry said he had been trying to reach me when I
was talking to Albert, so perhaps the President really did try and communicate
with me. In any event, these things move fast and I can't‘exﬁect to be informed
every time the Président acté, Eut any failure to communicate is one of the

problems of working with this fellow.
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I also had a rather intereéting situation today with Bill Thafcher.'
We'd had some calls from Minnesota screaming abou£ moving spring wheat
out of Duiuth, so when a éa.ll came from him this morning I delayed it until
we got the adequate information and called back expecting him to hit the
roof as he did the last time I called him ostensibly to discuss a bit of
pélitics and got a complete turn down and a real negative reaction and almost
g demand for certain things, Whereupon I cut off the convérsation in disgust.
This time it was different. He called. Was reasonably friendly, amd then
proceedéd to say he'd had his Boa.fd. in and that they had made some commitments
for political purposes to include Alec Olson',‘ Ben Wiékterman and two people
one in South Dakota and one in North Dekota among the Congressional possibili-
ties and also he would try and help Dick Parrish. | I‘Ifhen a.nd only then he moved
into the question of what they wanted and I informed him that we were moving
wheat and would be moving it into terminals very soon now with the harvest and
that a good deal of wheat up in Duluth had actually been sold by GTA, bought
from CCC out of GTA terminals and moved into export. He didn't pay -muchra‘c’cen-
tion to that but zeroed in and said what they really wanted was the provision
that all the wheat in the GTA elevator system, including their countr& elevators,
would move through GTA terminals. He contended that it had been that way

until we came in and we had changed it. It was that way once, but I'm sure it

was the Republicans who changed it. In any event, he wasn't sure sbout that

but claimed his feliows had misled him. I pointed out to hini that he owned most
of the country elevators which meant that he would get most of the grain in

the terminals and that his terminals would be full while those of other parts

of the ti'ade were half full and that all hell would break loose. I said this is
a question of timing. I think there is somé- merit in thié position, and I do.

Operationally it would not hamper us., He said he wasn't too impatient and



could wait but he just wanted to know that I was interested and might be
w:.ll:.ng to do this. I indicated that I would look into it further and that
there waé a judgment factor here that we would have to pass on which included
timing. \

Humphrey then finally called me in response to my call. He héd had
Thatcher on the line, Thatche;' complaining in a letter, going into some
detaii on the Duluth Terminai situation. He read it all off and then I
explained to him that dead stérage up .there had low grade wheat, that the
first in first out rﬁle applied, that GTA itself had bought and moved out
wheat-- and he threw up his hands and said he can't seem to gét accurate
information. I then told him that I had told Bill Thatcher that the thing
to do, and Thatcher reacted i‘avora.bly to this, waes .for Thatcher himself to
come with several of his technical grain and operating people and to sit down
here with some of ours and go step by step through these proceduré‘s.so we
would be talking about the same things, that it's been too often apples and
ora.nges.‘ Humphrey ﬁas a little cross about thewhole thing and said he would
send over the letter and asked me to follow it up, which I will. Anyway, it
was a change ofattitude and a kinda turn-around for Thatcher. Instead of

threatening and demsnding in this instance he was going forward with clear

_cu‘c political action and hoping then that we would respond affirmatively to

some of his requests so far as we properly could. Actually I had add&d the
last. He didn't bother about the propriety and really never does, although I
certainly do. However, as he putls it, he ought to be able to run his own
operation and that would mean take the grain in from his own country elevators
and there is some merit in 'bha.f position. However in light of the tiradé
that has been turned loose sinee my statement sbout Coo,pez;a"bives from the

priva‘bé trade, I would surely be vulnerable if I did this at this time , but
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maybe a fight in an election year with myself being attacked as the

Great Cooperator wouldnot necessarily do any harm. That's another one

to think 'abouAt, but anyway I've got to look into this matter.

The other two men that Thatcher referred to were a Ronald Redland
in North Dakota who he said had been long the President of Croesby Elevator
and would be an excellent candidate who 'he thought cﬁuld defeat Short, which
would be a blessing, and also in Bouth Dakota a man by the name of Brown
who he thought could beat Berry or at least give him a good run.

July 4, 1964, 16:20 a.m., -- at home. I've been up a couple of hours,
puttering around with my slides trying to get 1963 in order. I've got so
many now reaching back for almost 20 years and I've gotta figure out some
system of orgenizing them and also more convenient Iaccess. A couple of months
ago when the Stevensons were here we really went back, even back to the old
Mexico trip of 1948 and back tﬁrough spots of the Indié., Japan, Rome -- it
was really fun. As I browsed through some pictures this morning, there were
some photographs that went back to inaugurals and a father's day album given
to me by Mike and Con in 1955. What a little guy Mike was then and now that
big Moose of a boy 6' tall, 175 pounds, who is still sleeping ups’cairé. Still
a sweet guy though. He went to bed last night kind of unhappy because late
yesterday afternoon he tried to take a workout with his weights and to run up
and down the avenue here and his knee bothered him right away again., He is
so anxioué to play football, loves spor‘&s so much, but somehow he seems to run
into tough luck all the way along the line. We're spending a quiet week end
of the 4th at home. Yesterday I slept fairly late, read the paper é,nd hed
coffee, then waffles and brunch which 1iterally didn't -fini.sh_ until after
2:00. Mike had a friend with him and I dozed a bit, worked at my desk gwhile

and then went over to the hospital after calling down to Texas to the Johnson



Ranch to talk with Dr. Berkeley because my eye has been bothering me

and théy~found over at the Naval Hospital I have a bit of a sty inside . .
the eye -- a little bit of a growth -- which they think penicillin and hot
packs will. take care of.- o

When I got back we worked around the'yard5 had a late dinner, watche
ing television and then to bed. Jane and Mike are still sleeping, but I
woke ﬁp a little after 8:00. I séem to do that more and more amnd even though
we.don't go to bed until real iate, I'm awske quite early in-the morning.
Increasingly about 6 hours of sleep seems to do it.

Several interesting things as this week drew to & close -~ The President
called a quick Cabinet meeting on Thursday and it was one of the most encourag-
ing ones I've seen in a loﬁg time. First of all, it was clear and sharp
evidence of his planning sheed sdbstaﬁﬁive-wise, for he told us that he was
appointing sbout 15 task forces from outside the Govermment to quietly review
what we were doing to determine goals and objectives and to prepare our program.
He told us that we should set our sights high, that we could pare down and
adjust and determine what we could afford and what we cOu;&ipass‘later, but
that the goal was clearly the goal of the Great-Society. ' This was musié to
nmy ears, He also discussed the Civil Rights Act which he»later'signed,‘felling
us to anticipate problems, to put it into effect éhar@ly and effectively, and
to work closely with ILee White in coordinatingvit's‘implication. Most of
whet he said, I've already done.. I had before me a chart rumming through our -
Department setting down how the Act would apply, what problems we anticipated;
what provision we were tsaking to meet them and generally outlining our whole
procedure throughout the Department. I wish I had ha& a chance to talk about -
it, but I couldn’t very well volunteer we had done this, it would have been

to00.self serving.. =
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[ - I thought for a while Thursday we were going to make it on the Food

(-
S'bamp Plan. I finally convinced the General Counsel that the language
aj‘l.though'very strong and difficult tacked to.the Food Stamp Bill on beef in
the Senate could be interpreted so as to be liveble. I then went and saw
Carl Albert on Thursday morning and we were hopeful there would be unanimous
_consen'b and it would go through., It almost did. Apmrently Hoeven and the
Republicans were willing, but then John Bell Williams of Mississippi got mad
about something and being unhappy with the Leadership refused unanimous con-

- sent and so it went down. Now it will havev.to go before the House again to
either accept the Senate changes or to send it to Conference. So near and
yet so far.

The Senate did pass the Pay Bill. That's a éood thing because my mail
over the week end showed an overdrhaw on oﬁr Checking Account. The money sure
\ goes out. It costs a good deal to keep up the house, that takes some help,
| heavy payments, entertaining and all the rest, e.nd we are Jjust barely keeping
our head above water. In order to go on a little vacation planned for next
week, a combinati‘on inspection trip of some of the National forests and vacation,
we're going to have to dip into savings. I sure hope that pay bill t.akes effect
on July 1 ﬁsnStéad/ ggxt January. No one seems 'quite clear how that will come
out. |
Thursday we heard at the Cabinet meeting that the Civil Rights Act had
passed the House and so I called Jane and she came down. Mike was working on
the Hill and brought a boy friende.long and we went over to the White House
and observed the signing. It was a historic occasion; The President made a
very effective statement., It was on television live to make the news shows.
He then signed the bill with some 70 or so pens. This jist before the 4th

made it most timely. His appeal being. to work together to implement the Civil



Rights Act in the best tradition of the Declaration of Independence. Then
the two boys, Jane and I went over to a little restaurant to éat and the
boys left, Thompson taking them home to get the car, for their dates. ~Jane
and I had a relaxed stroll aroundlfoﬁn, talking mostly about Connie -- her
latest letter indicating that inStead of going to Douglass she wants now to
stay at home and go to college'here; We agreed this wasn't a good idea. I
think she would not have any social life and that she needs some real campus
exposure., So we'll have to jolly this one along. Her letters sound so
grown up and increasingly regretfiil that she's coming home. I have s
hunch that she'll be a handful for a while, Although I don't think it'll
be as tough as Jane does for she will slip into a routine here fairly easily
I hope. Anyway‘we better plan for it. |

Thursday I sat with the team from the Civil Service Commission and-
Bureau of the Budget who had spent four months reviewing Administrative
procedures in ARS, AMS, and FHA' We could only go over it rather superficially
but I was impressed with what tﬁey pointed out and somewhat shocked that some
of the things they recommended we had not already carried forward. This was
particularly true in ARS which I've known for a 1ohg time was an administrative
nmess. Now we've got to dig into it. I'm going to try somehow to get time to
read these reports very carefully and I talked with Joe over the week end
about setting up the méchanism to implément them so we can swiftly carry them
forward. I notice myaséhedule for next week has quite a bit of time in it for
this kind of thing and thatis good., I do think that I'm in better shape
generally in terms of my overall invoivement in Department éoing ons than I
perhaps have ever been., I know a bit moresbout the Department, of course. We
have developed a fine cohesiveness and good morale, énd no§ if I.can keep at

it we can do something about the nuts and bolts as well as the 6verall policy.



I must say, however, that the thought ran through my mind when the President
hétified_us of the appointment to come of these overall policy program
direction committees that our commodity program situation sure doesn't look
good.

We had a brief CCC Board meeting also on Thursday and the'projeétions
now are that even with 34 million acres out we won't get any cut in feed
grain surpluses and that the program if it continuesvunchénged would cost
about $1.8 billion to just hold our own next year, or rather in 1965. This
is more than we can afford. I'm sure Congress won't.pass thié and we've
got to figure out something hére for all the commodity programs come into
focus next year and there will be a major and very very difficult time.
Anyway, we are studying, reviewing, plotting and tﬁinking, and it's premature
yet to reach any conclusion. It may not be as bad as it seems. In any
event until it's clear that it is, the less said the better, and I've issued \
instructions that bits and parts of information that'could be misused should
not be released if we can help it. I think we can get by until after election.

‘After ali this has been a major battleground with pros and cons and charges
and coﬁntercharges for so long that no one knows and therefore we do'have some
flexibility and can keep it mushed up at least until next year, I hope.

I continue ® have some fun about the Vice President thing . Chuck
Baile& was in to see me, bringing in a new réporter, and I told him I had
been a candidate for Vice President for longer than either Humphrey or
MéCarthy and he then wrote a story that Humphrey, McCarthy and Freeman all
potential Vice President candidates ﬁere given about equal freatment vwhen
the President visited Minnesota. Maybe in part this wili take hold., I was
thinking over the week end, too, how I might organize to command a little

attention as to our political plans within the Department for the coming year.
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I called and discussed it with Tom, considering getting an appointment
later on in the week to point out the places in the country where we
feel we niight score the best and elect Congressmen, emphasizing that I
think I can do some good in the South, and then possibly resurrecting
the Land and People Conference held in Duluth almost a year ago with the
thought that something compzrable to thé Appalachain plan might be pro-
posed in that area and made a campaign issue. An.y'way' I'm reflecting on

that.
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by Under Secretary Murphy

1y - 1964
July 9 Orville L. Freeman as a

Candidate for Vice President

Major qualifications needed in a Vice Presidential candidate

are --
| (1) The ability to discharge the duties of the Presidency if

he should succeed to that office.

(2) The ability as Vice President to perform services valuable
to the.PreSident, and

(3) The ability_tb campaign effectively to bring votes to the -
ticket.,

These three qualifications are not mutually inconsistent. The

‘same personal attributes contribute to each of them. Political experience

and ability, for example, are needed for all three; and may well be needed
most in discharging the duties of the Presidency itself; Remember Herbert
Hoover -- a-brilliant man who had been a capable administrator -- but he
had no political experience.

Orville Freeman has the needed combination of ébilities and
experience_to a greater degree than any'of the other potential candidates
discusséd today.

1. Experiehced Political Ieeader. Elecﬁed Governor of Minnesota

three times, he established the organizational structure of the Minnesota
DFL party'as its state chairman in the late 1940's -; the strﬁcture that
tfansformed the Democratic party from the minority to the majority. He is

an experienced and effective campaigner. He broke é 16-year GOP stranglehold

on the State house in 195k, He understandé people, and they understand him,
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He stimulatés and draws to the party capsble and talented people, creating
a leadership reservoir. The record shows that he knows hoﬁ to meke
government work in a demoéracy'ﬁhere public opinion and legislative
opinion have to be reckoned with. As Secretary of Agriculture, he has
gained the respects of members of the Congress and their staffs. He works
constantly to maintain and improve relations with the Hill. He has learned
the pfocedures, methods and lore of the Congress and knows how to operate.
He has galned the respect of the conservatives and rates tops with the

liberals,

2. Proven Executive. Ten years of executive experience in

major public qffices -- although sﬁill only 46. As Governor of Minnesota
for six years, he ran a tip-tpp staﬁe administration. As Secretary of
Agriculture, he has revitalized tha."c Department with its far-flung asgencies
and qpfograms. He has tightened operating management, installed modern
procedures and frocesses, strengthened auditing, inspection and cost control.
activities, and dealt firmly with misconduct. He has moved. strongly to
eliminate discrimination in employment. In éll this, he has furnished the

kind of leadership that has the morsle of the Department at a peak.

3. Successful Secretary of Agriculture. BEven in this impossible

job, he has been a success. Riding herd on a Jjolting technological revo-
lution in agriculture, he has regained control of the commodity programs
that had run wild with Benson. Under his administration the strengthening

of the family farm has been made the central objective of farm programs.
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July 9 Orville L. Freeman as a

Candidate for Vice President

Major qualifications needed in a Vice Presidential candidate
are --

(1) The ability to discharge therduties of the Présidency if
he should succeed to that office.

(2) The ability as Vice President to perforﬁ services valuable
to the.President, and

(3) The ability to campaign effectively to bring votes to the
ticket.

These three qualifications are not mutually inconsistent. The
same personal sttributes contribute to each of them. Political experience
end ability, for example, are needed for all three; and may well be needed
most in discharging the duties of the Presidency itself. Remember Herbert
Hoover -- a brilliant man who had been a capable administrator -- but he
had no political experience.

Orville Freeman has the needed combination of abilities and
experience to a greater degree than any of the other potential candidates
discusséd today.

1. Experienced Politicel Ieader. Elected Governor of Minnesota

three times, he established the organizational structure of the Minnesota
IFL party as its state chairman in the late 1940's -- the strﬁcture that
tfansformed the Democratic party from the minority to the majority. He is

an experienced and effective campaigner. He broke a 16-year GOP stranglehold

on the State house in 1954, He understandé people, and they understand him.
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He stimulatés and draws to the party capable and talented people, creating
a leadership reservoir. The record shows that he knows hoﬁ to make
govermment work in a'demoéracy'where public opinion and legislative
opinion have to be reckoned with. As Secretary of Agriculture, he has
gained the respects of members of the Congress and their staffs. He works
constantly to maintain and improve relations with the Hill. He has learned
the procedures, methods and lore of the Congress and knows how to operate.
He has gained the respect of the conservatives and rates tops with the

liberals.

2. Proven Executive. Ten years of executive experience in

major public offices -- although still only 46. As Governor of Mimmesota
for six years, he ran a tip-tgp stéte admihistration. As Secretar& of
Agriculture, he has revitalized that Department with its far-flung agencies
and qpfograms. He has tightened operating management, installed modern
procedures and‘processes, strengthened auditing, inspection and cost controi‘
activities, and dealt firmly with misconduct. He has moved strongly fo
eliminate discrimination in emplo&ment. In all this, he has furnished the

kind of leadership tﬁat has the morale of the Department at a peak.

3. Successful Secretary of Agriculture. Even in this impossible

Jjob, he has been a success. Riding herd on a jolting technological revo-
lution in agriculture, he has regained control of the commodity programs
that had run wild with Benson. Under his administration the strengthening

of the family farm has been made the central objective of farm programs.
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He has made_a major attack on rural poverty through the Rural Areas
Development progrem. He has improved consumer activitiles of-the'Department
and greatly increased £he public's awareness of the Americén family farm
as the abundant provider of food gt reasonable'prices. He has spoken up
for the use of this sbundant food for the bene?it of people at home énd
abroad. . He has éought aggressi#ely and successfully to broaden foreign
markets for U. S. farm products. He—has acquainted himself with every
detall of the Departmént's operatibns by driving himself‘relentlessly.

He is demanding of his subordinates, but demands more of himself. His

physical stamine is amazing.

Today, more than at any time in the past, the vice presidential
candidate will be measured by how he would perform as President. Thus how

would Freeman measure up:

Power -~ He understands it, is not afraid to use it; he uses it
solely in the public interest to fashion support for

the issues and policies he believes in.

Issves -- Freeman is a liberal of the new generation of
| pdlitical leaders. He is not doctrinaire, but rather
a pragmatic, problem sol¥ing politician. He believes
that political freedom exercised through democratic
government can produce the maximum social and

economic freedom for the individual.
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Political Instinct: Freeman has highly developed political

antennae. As Secretary of Agricultﬁre -~ g Job hardly
guaranteed to win friends -- he has avoided Becoming

a political hate symbol, a fate so often attached to
the office. He can sense movements of public opinion
and is adept at timing his actions to teke advantage

of the momentum of opinion,

Ability to communicate -- Freeman has a quick, retentive mind.

He absorbs complex issues readily and can reduce them
to easily comprehensible terms. ‘If he has any fault,
it is that he assumes that others can absorb as ﬁﬁéh
deteil as he does at one fime. But even when he
presents a mass of detail, he does it in a clesr,
logical and orderly way.

He has the knack of dramatizing a story, of finding
the best headline. He can quickly sense the mood of an
audience and mold his comments accordingly. He rarely
allows a gulf to come between him aﬁd his gudience, He
is particularly effective on television, projecting
sincerity, warmth and intelligence. His forceful

personality comes across clearly.
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| ~Courage -- Freeman carries one visible sign of his courage --
a scar at the left side of his chin where & Japanese‘
bullet struck him as he led a marine patrol on
Bguganville Island during World War ITI. He has led
‘many other babttles since then. In the eatly days of
the DFL,.he led the fight when all Communist influ-

ence was removed from the party. As a Governor he

fought for income tax withholding, a proposal the
Republicans dpposed bitterly. 1In six years, he cdn-
vinced the public of his positibn and a Republican
legislature adopted withholding shortly after he left
bbbbb office. He lost his bid for an unprecedented fourth
term as vaernor partly because he advocated higher
‘taxes in order to support education and welfare services
knowing it would take all his political credit to
achieve passage of the tax measure. A Lutheran in a
state where Protestants are suspicious of Rome, he
nominated the first Catholic President and then
personally led the fight against rising anti-Catholic
sentiment in the closing days of the campaign when he

knew it could lose him votes.

While he has learned exceedingly well that legislation
is a compromise best achieved through pressure and

persvasion, his determination once he -has committed
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himself is an awesoﬁe thing. When the farm bill was
narrowly defeated in»l962 in the House, he picked
himself up from the floor and spent most of that night
constructing a new version which eventually was

enacted.

He has, since coming to Washington, learned to exer-
cise his political courage with more subtie skill,

As Governor, he found himself generally identified
with the negative points on many political‘issues.

As Secretary, he has led fights on unpopular issues
but has avoided negative identification. Rural people
generally seem to associate Freeman with what they |
like and they associate their dislikes with the system

or with others.

Figure ~-- Freeman is not publicly or privately identi-
fied with ény interest group, but is kﬁown and respected
among the leaders of gll groups. His ties with organiéed
labor ere especially strong, as they are with liberal
groups in gengral. Labor knows him best as a Governor
who is willing to step into an.explosive strike situa;
tion and defuse it so that collective bargaining can

be allowed to work. His support for educsation and:

public welfare programs aligns him positively;with these
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groups, and his success as Secretary to put a workable
food stamp program together further strengthens his |

position.

He has an outstanding record as .a conservationist
beginning with his success as Governor to improve
fish and game, forests and water resources, His actlons

as Secretary to accelerate soil and water conservation

work through smeall watershed program, the 1lO-year
Forest development program and the wetlands program

add to his record.

As Secretary he has greatly strengthened his relations
with the business coﬁmunity. The timber and lumber
industry feel their relations with the Forest Service
are vastly improved, primarily because Freeman has
settled many long sﬁénding problems. They feel they
can get a respectful hearing. Freeman's strong stand
on access to the Common Market for sgricultural products
has gained him impressive stature in the business

commmnity.

Ethics -- As a public figure, Freeman carries a strong identi-
fication with high moral character and ethical conduct
of public business. He issued the first code of ethics

for public employees in Minnesota and proposed the
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first code of ethics for legislators. His three
administrations as Governor were free of eny scandal
involving appointed'or-elected officials using tﬁeir
office for personal gain. As Secretary he has éstab—
lished procedures -- particularly the Inspector General's
office -- for early detection of wrongdoing in any pro-
gram ares in order that quick and effective corrective

action can be teken.

Family -~ A dominant characteristic of Freeman is his strong
sense of femily responsibiiity. This trait is part of
his rolitical personality, but his publie life is so
well blended with his private life that it adds to an
strengthens the famlly ties. His wife, Jane, is a
remarkable person and an outstanding campaigner. She
has a warm direct personality which projects itself
naturally in groups and particularly over televisioﬁ.
A capable organizer, she can be quietly but firmly
insistent on her point of view.. She is an essential
part of Freeman's political personality and one of his

best politicalvassets.

The major opportunity which the election of 1964 presents to the

Democratic'party is to enlarge and consolidate its support asmong the younger
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families in the suburbs -- the people of the new generation and the new

commmnities who are inspired and lifted by the concept of The Great Society.

Freeman is of their generstion. He built the Democratic Parfy
in Minnesota from among them. With strong, young, enthusiastic leader-
ship, the Democratic Party under Freemen made its breskthrough and main-
tained extraordinary strength among the new generation. As Governor,
Freemsn anticipated the needs of a state in the midst of rapid urbeni zation

énd industrializetion, and put together a program which met those needs.

Since his first days in politics, he has shown a perceptive under-
standing of the potential for gbundance in America and the constant thread
in his public statements has been a plea for the Great Society, in concept

if not in that exact phrase.

The Goldwater candidecy says that the Republicans reject the facts

of this new age which the new cormmunities recognize either consclously or

intuitively. Goldwater will be more than an anachronism for these people;

he will be a positive threat to all that they have created or potentially

will create.

If the Democrats are to capitallize on this fatal error -- and they
have shown a willingness to do so in projectihg the concept of a Great
Society -~ the Vice-Presidential candidate should be a person who projects
strongly and positively the potential of the new commmnity. He should be

identified as one who has grown up with the problems of the new commmnity
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and one who knows how to deal with these problems. He should be conscious
of the Nation's power as the dominant force in world'affairs, for the new
communities are the source of this power. But he also should be able to
bridge the gulf between the old and new America...to understand the forces
of change and to show that the effects of change must be handled with

patience and care.

Freeman has the knowledge and ability to argue the case for

solving both old and new problems with the power of the new community. He
can do more than sny other prospective Vice Presidential nominee to identify
the Democratic Party as the part of the future to the generation now coming

to power.

- 7/10/6k4
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Julyfgg 196k - 10:55 a.m. in the Office. The last couple of days have
been rather.interesting° I dictéted last week sbout the change of climate with
Bill Thatcher. Humphrey got into the act and we have been trying to do some
things that he wants pursuant to his call and change of attitude. Then he
called this week sbout a strike at the Head of the Lekes which was giving
him serious trouble. He wantédvsbme,adjustments made here, particularly that
which would involve & higher handling charge on grain which would mean a higher

resale price by the Corporation and give them some more potential profit

‘margin. This apparently so he could pay a bit more on the contract to labor

ﬁnder negotiation. I thought sbout this over night and then went back at him
saying that I wanted him to take up to his Board what he could do to help me

if he wanted me to help him in this way, to wit, (1) to meet the bread tax
charge which we are now getting because the millers“raised the price of flour
even though they had bought wheat in June much cheaper than a year before

and this is being used around the couﬁtry as & vindication for the’Farm
Bureau's bread tax position. It is not a justified increase and I asked his
help in trying to set the record straight through GTA and the other members

in the Federation of Grain Coope:atives. Rod Leonard talked to Roy Hendrickson
gbout this and discovered they were not very responsive because as Hendrickson
put it they didn't want to lose any customers. So here we find Grain Coops
unwilling to up-set millers‘even though a program vital to their prbducer
members is at stake. Ironic, isﬁft it? Anyway, that ﬁasn't Thatcher's‘reaction,,
we'll have to see whatAhe says. (2) fhe Republicans and the Farm Bureau are
hammering away at a $1.30 wheat in the market place now, pointing out this is
only 50 pércent of périty, adding it to other parity figure$ to contend long

and loud that this Administration has brought agriculture to a sorry impasse,
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- He alsoc wes very oritieal of Interfor, of proposal
-,ummmmm.mmnm_mammwm

‘Conferense with Senstar Alles J. W&x tuts dote

Mama%mnmwamwmﬁth mmm

... B state of mind whick could only be deseribed o5 strictly econcmy. _&_m

| pittary gRograzn, amm@webnmm o o betug ine
- poatition where we were the lsughing stock of the world, mmmm
this wuat stop and he wouldmot permit it to continue ST be could help §t.

In his opinfon we were rapidly gofng benkrept with a $300 biilion plus

dabt, and $11 Mliton e yewr interest ou 1%, and this was fiscal sutcide,

Ifw‘ﬂeﬂa‘ mmmmmmmmmﬁm

sbsidized by the Govermment frox dams wher ":wmmmmma-
ried by the producer, end the rest by the Govermment, 1hst the dams In ,
qmmmmmmmmmymmhammmﬁammmm

,It wes in this context end this frems of mind tbatmmﬁ into P.L. 480
vhers he made the following m&nta, stating be wms insistent that: '

1. Better U.8. uses.
2. A gensd exebaugezahe

mmmmmwm;mmm Immtn ,
- ought mot be eny higher than AYD loans or it would reslly be diseriping.
 tory. He smorted sod said, “It's our momey in the first place, aud 1%
m&taheatm@imrm,anammmwm'tmﬂ
“beck ab thab rate.” I 4idn'e pursne this metter further. Again, it's
really not such worth fighting about, Mmhﬂmmaam
mmaatmummmm&hmetmwemof
mwt'.mncieu.

4. Wmtwmmmmammm:maméanmwmm
pplen ng ore on top of the other.
Eezel%l&hmwatxagmeﬂviththe ab;eeﬁmdnsiaafmd
possible and we moved in thet &irection, but that in the
mtsetmemmamtmm&immtwmwmm_m ‘
-Btate and ATD in edeiinistering what is basically en sgriculimral o
m&mmmmmmmmmmamm@;
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ntroduct 6 Yople, he 444 soy he wasn't golng to fnsiat on this;
tut be em _Amn to s.t_ »e 1y mh viaw M

g ey* pedit Corporations, aa# thet they do review the
pegs‘m; endt muwa fshta wﬁmmmﬁwu aﬁmmmw
£laxidbility whick yse espentt

He then bounced off and declayed that be wanted ncug of this vonsenss obont -
for ust. Thet this was & swplus disposal progrem,

umwwdmwm:a&mmmmtwm produstion

and zould wae 1% that was all wight, he was for thet) but be o

would not entertets sny thought of producing ot all o use, that the B1G WO

be oo vay to eut this of? ever, thst once ve've started faeding people &

other pleces armmd the worldd, 1t would go oo, wadn&m’aeawemm

it off. He vas wery ﬁememe,, very spesific on this., Wy me :

sey that IFf we were golng to uie food in sn aid progreh and €

1%. fw éallm, w,mﬁeﬂ ol m m operating flexibility in te

anz apd poyh -wammwmmﬂ£Mwm’t,_ 2 any

meatwwﬁzymim,; a8 the oace may be. Be anawdhazkmthiﬂan&ma,

"fhat kind of & program s en ATD opevstion, you have no responsibility

there. All they will need to do will be to use the dollarg they have to buy

in the market the food in quastion in order to Idve up to the commitments.”

Be wne right. Yidid not go beck further to efforts to changing the definition

Mm&mwnmqﬁw clear that he s werczd in on this ong and will

vigarously oppase eny effort to change that definition.

He alyo Joveled hie finger st me and declaved that, “e:mm, don's you come ;
back heve snd ask for any oxtension of the feed gratn program. That presrm,
he said, “this year is costisg $1.2 billion which 18 more mrm thoug

ssid 1% world, aod we cani't canﬁm this way. We mﬁgemektatmmﬁat
peics, the support level price.” Whem I rosponded that would he Mn&mv
and cetestrophie; ho satd, “Well then 1t's up to mw regulate ,
their own moduction, that was the basle upon veich ve sppreache
prograc in the first place, and we haven't even worked off owrg 1 €6 85 W
thought we would, iet alone to ::amal our productiom. We m‘% Go on paying
land for not yroducing feoxever.”

Ee also gaid thet the ecotton progyam wonldn't wook as we said it would and
hemgeinsmmhampmtrmusmtheeattmmwwm

In cohnmection with besrings, be stated he 4id not went to get ghead of the
House and wented to have a House PilX over firai. :amn'xmmm@z
this; although 4f the House is not willing to sct fwmedistely he might be
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the worst income, the worst parity in history. This 6f course conveniently
ignores the Government payments and the ﬁhole adjﬁﬁ@ed parity ratio net income
figures-ﬁhich tell the true story. If I can get Thatcher to go along on these
things we can in all good consciencé, actually we probably will anyway, go
along §n the 1 1/2 cent carrying charge business. The old man also continﬁed
hammering away at us to get a policy that grain from member elevaﬁors will go
through fhe terminals of the parent. This would give GTA.terﬁinals a lot of
grain for they own a lot of line élevators. This.we're sfaffing out. Humphrey
put some pressure on me to do this yesterday, saying we miéht as well help

our friends, the other guys are going to be mofe and more against us as election

comes anyway.

Thatcher also continued his efforts to have some kind of anloperating
rule that we would not permit the storage of grain by miligrs'who in this
fashion were in effect able to cérry their own inventories. This intrigues
me particularly because these guys are playing horse with us and increasing
 the price 6f flour &t a time like this. Bpth of these we are staffing out.
In the meantime, I'm playing tit for tat with Thatcher énd'wg'll have to see
where the ball bounces.

I just came back this morning from an early morning meeting with
Ellender and it wasn't a very satisfactory meeting. It points the way to
some future problems quite clearly in the commodity field. Night before last
Jane and I had a long talk about all of this for these tough problems down
the road;Aplus g difficult President to workvfor who doesn't understand agri-
cultﬁre'actually as well, at least I don}t1mink he does, I must say hdnestly

don't know, as did Presidenat Kénned&, gives me pause as tb‘where we go from

here. The Vice Presidential éituation being fluid adds to this. Tom is



‘ making some contacts with people around who might drop the thought in the

President's ear of “"Freeman for Vice President". This is really sbout all

we can do; There have been stories the last week end that Bobby Kennédy is
seriously interested and polls allegedly showing Humphrey the odds on favorite
of Party people and discussion of other possibilities including MecCarthy, as
well. Humphrey has earned this -- McCarthy certainly hasn't, but its interest-r
ing, and I must say somewhat admirable; the way McCarthy has been able to

parlay nothing into something by working rather cleverly with som e of the

célumnists around town and geﬁting his name. identified on the Vice Presidential
thing. Jane says she doesn't think he has a chance based on her sense of the
relationship between the two men and théir respeétive personalities and I tend
to agree. Nonetheless, he might want a Catholic on the ballot and McCerthy
would be a fairly bland one acceptable to liberals and a pretty good counter-
» " balance to his pragmatism.
Thursday, July i9, 8:50 -- down in the office at home. Time surely
flies by and it's hard to get to this dictating. I was last relating some
perspective plans or at least evaluations of the situation and a few things
have happened since then. Yesterday morning I was up to see Senator Ellender,
and this Diary includes a récap of that convefsation. It gave me pamse and
made me think a bit more ebout where and how from here for Ellender was quite
_cryptic in connection with farm programs that cost any money in the future.

The road doesn't look very pleasant in that regard. Willard Cochrane's prognosis
before he left of a steady clinb in the cost of all the voluntary programs,

plus crop reporfs, gnd all indications of continued increased production,‘with

'a fall off in utllization, poses a rather bleak picture. There is probably
going to have to be a wringing out process here and I'm not sure that I'm the

{‘;ﬁ one to maneuver it along. It's premature to make any decisions yet, but it's a



good idea to give some thought to where to now. In that connection the

Vice Presidential thing does keep popping up. Today, I had a press
conferenéé.' It was designed to meet some of ﬁhe critieism during the
transitioh of the wheat program, particularly prospective increases of

flour prices not justified by wheat price, also the Farm Bureau onslaught

in the heavy corn and light wheat areas where they're posting elevators
contending that it is Freeman's farm program that has produced $1.30 wheat.
Conveniently forgetting that the farmers voted for $i.26 wheat in May of
1963 and we hgve rescued them who want to cooperate by setting up the
certificate plan now. Nonetheless an elevator posted to show $1.30 and

then contending there would be TO¢ more for the producer if it weren't for
the certificate may be a bald face lie but few farmers would detect it.

I don't worry about this in the areas where there was heavy compliance

for with the certificate and the pgy for iﬁ, the farmer wouldn't be misled;
but where there was 30 percent or less like in the corn areas Qf the 15 acre
wheat farmer it's a different story. Anyway I hit out at that today. Also
talked gbout the increase in beef prices and the cuﬁback in beef imports

and took a biast at the beef quota bill now pending. I talkea to the President
about thét again this week and he's gettin real itchy because that beef bili o
is going to pass the Senate all right and we've gbf to block itAin the Housé.
Today I talked to Speaker McCormack, George Ball and Larry O'Brien aboutrit
and there is some reasonio believe that the Speaker will oblige by either
sitting on it or trying to send it to Wilbur Mills' Ways and Means Committee
where he'll sit on it. To do the latter requires some Parlimentary maneuvers
and we are trying to work those out. We'!re also likely to héve some problems

about the Food Stamp Bill. We decided to turn the food industry, particularly



‘ . the retail chain grocer organizations loose on the cattlemen, pointing out.
that the beef provision in the Food Stamp Bill would preclude the purchaSe:
of any kind of canned goods that had any kind of meat in it for the retailer
couldn't know but what there might be a little imported meat. This can't
do any harm. It's hard to tell what will come. Anyway as a part of thé |
press conference, Bill Blair of the New York Times asked me about whether

"I would accept a VicePresidential designation. ILuckily Ken Birkhead tipped

me off just before the Press Conference. He didn't tell me, which Tom did

later, that he and Tom had decided to try and plant in Bill Blair's ear

getting Scotty Reston to write a story on me as a Vice Presidential possi-
bility, but he did alert me and gave me & minubte to think and I responded to
the question by saying that I didn't see ény reason to change my position

from 1960 when I was actively considered and receptive till now but that
depended upon the President. Thié got on the wires. I hope it gets around

and gets some attention. Anyhow, we'll see., There has also been a rash of
stories lately trying to chew Bobby Kennedy because of an interview he gave
which sounded quite egotistical, stating that all of the Democrats in the North
were for him and not.as many in the South were against him as people thought.
Actually this was a kind of informal off the record interview misused by
Bradley of Hewsweek but it turned loose a rash of comments, some quite critical.
There has also been considerable comment that Bobby's recent trip to Polénd
was really occasioned by his desire to get in the public eye and was a part

of a campaign.for Vicé President. I really do believe it is and I rather sus-
‘pect that Bobby doesn't know what to do. Although apparently he is tired of
being Attorney General and very interested in the foreign fieid.. Speculation
says that he'd like to be Secretary of Defense or State, but that's about

all. Also, a story in the paper this week when he brought some Attorney
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Generals at a conference over to see the President that they were very
friendly and palsy-walsy one with another. Well it's interesting specu-
lation. Jane thinks it is extremely doubtful that I will get the nqdband
I agree. However, it doesn't hurtto keep the thought in the mind of some
people if the occasion should arise.

George Mehren said this week that Harold Lowenthal, General Counsel
of the National Commitﬁee, had reported my name as one of those in active

consideration over there, Time will tell.

One of the things Jané and I discussed was what it wowld mean to Mike
if we should leave here.i I'a beeﬁ worried_and thinking about this bﬁt she
didn't feel it need be of great concern. It would be unfortunate to take
him away from school his last year, but in his junior year it wouldn't be so.
bad. I have tried to éall Kirkpatrick to generally talk about the college
thing, but he's been out of town on vacation. The more I think about it the
more I think it important that there are some alternatives. If I'm going
to see through this commodity program business, it's going to take some pretty
strong support and understanding over at the White House and we'll only get
that I think by the shock treatment of being‘maady to leave and staying only
if he really wants me. I'm pulled and ﬁill be pulled of course two ways. '
Administratively and in terms of building a cohésive Department we're beginning
to make some very real progress. I'm tremendously fohd of the people here
and I know that in another coupie 6f years there is a great'deal more to be
done. I know, too, that our whole rural develoﬁment, rural renewal, rural
renaissance, as it were, progrem is important to the country and is making very

real progress. The same can be said for food use and our international




- posture, Food for Peace, technical assistance and all the rest. The
stumbling biock of course will be the éommodity progranms and fhey Look
tough. Actually after 4 years we've,nsed_up about all the time we have --
now the Congress and others will want-résults. They won't want to pay the
bill -- they don't realize, or want to fealize; that this is a process

ﬁot a problem and having been around for 4 yeasrs there is 1ittlédroom for

leeway in producing the end product - and yet thet's virtually impossible.

I surely don't want to take a powder from a tough problem -- on the other

hand I'd better be realistic enough to recognize when the tinme has come when

I can no longer do much good. That may not be. Time will tell but it's

surely something to think about. The more I've reviewed in my mind the thought
of returning\tb law practice, the less I am enamoured with it. I rather fear
that I would find it rather dull. On the other hand, I think I might really
make some money and would be in a position to have some flexibility fof doing
some special assignments and getting involved again which is very possible.

The same of course would be true in some college administrative job. Anyway
I'm going to have to do some hard-headed thinking about that, really the

kind I didn't do back in 1958 when I could have been elected to the Senate
instead of McCarthy if I'd seen fit to run instead of carrying him in on my
back. I ehould have realized then that there was trouble ahead in Minnesota
because of the tax situation, but who would have foreseen the diop in the National
economy. Anyhow, I don't propose to drift iﬁto a box the same way aéain, It's
too tough an experience and as Jane has said, "You can't expect much from ILBJ.
He's got his course to run and he's going to use and dispose of people accérd-

_ing to that course as the occasion requires it."
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Honorable Bill D. Moyers
-+ The White House

. Dear Bill: | S o ;

. I'm delighted that the President is appointing a series of task forces
to review and evaluate Govermnment-wide operations in various progrem "

areas and to make recommendations for the future. Presently we have a ! )

" task force set up by the National Agricultural Advisory Commission
including leading economlsts from Land-Grant Colleges doing that for

* the Department of Agriculture. They will, I'm sure, supplement what ST
" the President has in mind. . . S

. You can Be certain thet the Department of Agriculture will cooperate
in making avalleble information a.nd. will welcome all the help it can

get from such an eveluastion. _ I

C In the meantime it might be useful to you and to such a task force for - .
- me to sketch briefly the Farm Program for the €0's, the overall approe.ch‘ S
" to agriculture which we have been teking these past 35 years. The
" history of the program together.with background documents such as R
o' selected presentations to the Congress and some addresses which have
~ been given over the years might also be helpf‘ul background for the

. We do ha.ve a clear-cut policy for agriculture., We do not simply slap

‘. .- g patch on an inner tube here and there in order to keep going. .Since

" the advent of this Administration there has been a clear concept of the i

" .. goals we seek of expanded food use and better incomes for farm people. :;
“ . We haven't been able to go forward in a straight line, but the goals

are still clearly msrked. We continue to move towerd them.

" Rather than being a "problem" asgriculture actually is America’s No. 1
' economic success story. FProblems of adjustment are the to be expected - -
. by~product of such 'a success story. The output of the average agricul=- :

_ tural worker the last decade has increased almost three times as much ;
as the average industrial worker, and 50 percent more production per = -
acre than 10 years ago 1s comnonpla.ce.‘ It is incre?iible to realize .




" food and fiber to feed the balance better and cheaper in terms of take

- around the world under our Food for Peace Program, sell for dollars
- 4,2 billion dollers worth and still have en estimated 25 percent

"; delivered several months ago at the University of Maryland.

S with widespread deflationary effects will result.. v

< Our rural ares. develorment prqgram 18 set down in considerable detail
v in testimony I gave before the Senate Subcommittee on Agricultural P
You will note that this community develop-:
.. ment program now encompasses some 2,000 counties involving approximately.’

§

- work which seeks to reach.every rural county in America.-.
: concentration is directed to the poverty areas. ﬁ - e

SaEX ] - . . 1ogax; B .
lisan e . . . 14 et . . -, . i

.that fewer than 8 percent of the people in this country produce enough

home pay than any people any time in the history of mankind. Further, ;
we gilve away to our needy at home three-quarters of a billion dollers i
worth of food each year, distribute some two billion dollars worth

wmsed capacity. The world has never seen anything like this. It is -
the forerunner of our newlAge of Abundance which makes possible The
Great Society.

i

In terms of the goal we seek to reach and the overall three dimensional

program to reach It, reference is made to Enclosure #l an address I

in speaking to the farm editors several weeks ago, changed point 3,

since we have called The Three C's.

Let me then touch on each of The Three C's.

1. Commodity Programs

: Pages 6, 7, and 8 of Enclosure 1 set down our commodity programs @ -
. 1n a positive but general context. ;

The address I delivered to the GTA -
December 10, 1963, Enclosure 2, and at the Midwest Democratic Conference

on May 9, 1964 Enclosure 3, might be called bread and butter speeches, if
- for they itemize overall programs including the related programs which -

are 50 Importent to commodity production. I would emphasize that we

is simply elemental economics that when there is more supply than the
market can absorb, supply must be adjusted or chaotically low prices-

2. Community Programs

Appropriations, Enclosure k.

100,000 people on local committees« Each county has in addition a

'-”L-'J'Technical Action Panel composed of renking officials of the operating =
. progrems of the Department of Agriculture within the county (FHA, SCS,

FS, FES, ASCS) to give technical assistance to local leadership. The °

. . . President‘'s poverty program, the Appalachian program, and a variety of °
" other programs to improve. rurael America fit within this operating frame-fA-

Special-
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The President, '

- Food Programs, to Consumer Programs and this makes the program one which':V.‘i5

. are not dogmatic or doctrinaire‘about commodity progrems, but that it . I ¢ ¢

[
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‘food made avallable was the first issued by President John F. Kennedy.

i".,_, our agriculturel abundance at home.

© very effectively to the President's theme of the Great Society. Per-
"sonally, I think this is an excellent theme and a very challenging and

.. " Enclosure 12, ¢alling for action to 'build up our recrea.tion facil:l.t:l.es'
’ a.s pa.r‘b of the Great Society.., . RN B AR

Pz " L

3 Consunier Programs

The trade a.nd aid theme is set down, I think, quite comprehen-
sively in addresses I delivered last year in Amsterdam, November 15,
1963, Enclosure 5, and in Rome, Enclosure 6, as well as & recent
speech directed more toward commercisl trade which I delivered :Ln New

" york City on May 21, 1961;. . | e -

.. It cen be clearly demonstra.ted that our technical a.ssista.nce and food . T
- aild programs build markets for our agricultural productivity as well ‘- . Vi

&8 furthering humaniterian and foreign policy objectives., Domestically :
our surplus distribution program reaches some six million people. The.
Executive Order which more than doubled the quantity and quality of

The Food Stamp Program started by the Secretary on a pilot basls to- .
gether with school.lunch and other institutional feeding programs
pley a vital part in reaching the needy and making effective use of

X 'believe some powerful meséages could be delivered by the President

on the subject of food use both domestic and world-wide. Enclogsure |
T 15 a speech I made to the World Food Congress, June 5, 1963. L
Enclosure 8, a message to the Food for Peace Council delivered
September 30, 1963, will be useful. Testimony on the Food Stamp Plan,
Enclosure 9, was presented to the Senste Agriculture Committee on
June 18, 1964,

PR

I think it is particularly thrilling to note the Increased use of foed B
as capital in developing countries. By that I mean food for wages to | S

- build roads, dams, schools, irrigation and drainage, the opening of new

lands end as a supporting element in land reform. An ancillary benefit : .
in our foreign aid programs when food 1s used is the fact thet the G
receiving country must organize its people to properly distribute the . : ,
food. ' In this fashion they learn democratic practices. This 1s par- [ .
ticularly important in countries which have a deep suspiclon and even i
revulsion of thelr own govermment which is far too often the case.

Both the community programs and the consumers progrems blend themselves

dramatic one. " I have enjoyed using it and included a commencement
speech delivered: in West Virginia, June 10,4.-;.964, Enclosure 10, and -
one delivered to several lesbor unions, Enclosure 11, and to an REA,
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. There are some 12,000 to 15,000 farmers selling recreation for cash

,CA work out the machinery to bring about the necessary balance between

" yith voluntary commodity programs, it will teke a great deal of money.

1'; Seeing the goal and having in mind e number of rouies to reach it’doeeﬁ
. 1. not meen that they can immediately be put into practice. Congress.
'ﬂumust act -- legislation and appropriations must be forthcoming :

K
{OMIX
Sz

y o

today. It 1s timely to emphasize recreation for it has e meaning
for cilty people hungering for recreation, for farmers looking for

. more Income, and for taxpayers. It is very difficult to get a common :ﬁ';aﬁ:

interest between city and country these days. Recreation provides an e

" increasingly useful bridge. L o . N

¥ Much of which I've outlined in very brief form ebove I had in mind -
when I first became Secretary of Agriculture. Much of it had been v
- outlined in speeches and speclal messages to the Legislature while I ;| -
. -was 8t111 Governor of Minnesota. Certain fundamentals need, I think, -

* to be kept in mind. ‘ ' ’ .

1. Overproduction i1s a simple fact of life. The problem is to

supply end demand at & reasonable cost to the texpayers without undue

: rigidity in the ‘economic process so needed adJustments can teke place.

2. Baslc resource adjustment must be accomplished. Usually you
hear this in terms of moving people out of agriculture. Actually that's
putting the cart before the horse for moving people does not move the - :
land, end in many cases land from small farms will be combined into

-~ larger units and will produce more rather then less, The basic prob-"‘
- lem 1s to move land permanently into alternative and more economic

uses. This is what the Rural Ares Development program 1s all about.

The larger potentlal alternative to crop-use 1s grazing. The long-run ;gf

potential is good, but the short-run problem of low cattle prices

. prevents large scale dlversion to grazing for the time being. So we ;f,
.. will probably have to reconcile ourselves to "land idling,"” and we are |

working on ways and means of linking long-term land-use programs to

. . 'the commodity programs. In addition we are moving land Into recreation ﬁ. ‘

‘. uses, such as golf courses, picnic and camping, riding, hiking, hunting,’ - .
' fishing, water sport uses, or into wood lots. In ell of these uses ':.

. lend will meet a growing economic need and provide income to the farmer: . -

as well. This of course takes time in a Democratic society. And

. The following brief historic recap of the efforts of thie’ Administrationﬂ'f'
,ﬂ.may be useful o S . _— _ RNt

T



https://etto;rts��.ot

axe

" develop commodity progrems. These programs would then be recommended v
to the Congress and 1f the Congress did not act to turn them down - i -

BE However , we did pass another voluntary feed grain progrem for 1962

- A,B,C,D, Program set down in considerable detail in the pamphlet I -

' ma.nd.e.tory approach to feed grains and wheat, i.e. programs €0 into . . -
effect after a two-thirds vote of approval in a referendum. This 13_" T
. the procedure followed. now :Ln cotton, toba.cco, rice a.nd. peanuts., 7

SR d1OG il
(R S v g

1261 ~- When this Administration took office the immediate and
pressing problem was grain. We were desperately short of storage
facilities. My first great concern was that a new Administration
would be storing grain of the ground because we had no place to put -
it. The first legislation passed by the Congress and signed by
President Kennedy was the Emergency Feed Grain program -developed
by an Advisory Committee which I celled to Washington the first week
of thls Administration. The feed greln program was put into

. practice immediately and worked effectively, cutting back surpluees ~. i . :

very sharply in 1961. The storage crisis was met and surmounted.

I recognized from the first the very great difficulty of passing -
farm legislatlon and, therefore, tried to use all the good will and
political muscle that a new Administration-has to get Congress to

. act. Rather then attempting to pass farm programs as such, the

initial plen was to establish a procedure which could meke. it possible

. - for.us to develop end put into’ effect commodity programs administratively
-+ . without having to .pass a bill for each one.

.. The first farm message sent to the Congress called for the application-
- - of the Administrative Reorganization Act principle to farm legisla.tion.
President Kennedy recommended that elected commodity committees com=-

posed of producers should meet with the Secretary of Agriculture and

e

-f

within 60 days they would then become law.

As expected this proposal had a cool reception from the Congress.
Nonetheless there was an excellent prospect for passing it until
legislation sent to the Congress under the Reorganization Act itself L
got at cross purposes with certain Congressional interests with the . ; ‘ ‘
result that both House and Senate Committees refused to extend the @ -

principle to agriculture. Had we succeeded in establishing such a

: procedure we would now have in effect commodity programs balancing

supply and dema.nd .

late in 1961, and e.uthority to a.pply the same principle to wheet.,

1962 == An omnibus farm bill was sent to the Congress early in 1962, &
Tt encompassed the farm program for the 1960's, which was called the

include herewith, Enclosure 13. This program epplied the so-celled :ﬂl:'
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B SR * The mandatory programs sre more efficient and much less costiy than
.~ 77 . the so-called voluntary programs of the feed grain type. Early in
o © 1962 I stumped the country speaking about 20 times in two weeks to g

groups of farmers from one end of the Nation to the other. Strong = . ST
.~ Bupport was built for the A,ByC,D Program but Congress moved slowly, ~ - & ' -
~ . and graduaelly as spring wore on the conservative forces sparked by = i -
. " the Farm Bureau began to catch up. Cod

We were one vote short in the House Agricultural Committee for many - - . o
months., The Chairmen, even after we had the necessary votes committed, ; ° °
- was foreced to adjourn the Committee four times until finally we got L
“all the favorable Democrats there and passed it out of Committee by
. one vote. The opposition concentrated on the mandatory feed grain.
- section, and the bill was finally lost in the House by a very close .
- vote after a terrific battle. The next morning we called the House
- Agriculturel Committee together agaein, introduced a very bland bill
-~ simply extending the feed grain program, moved it from the House
" . into the Senate where a mandatory wheat section was added and the |
conservation, development, poverty, rural area development parts of
the Farm Progrem for the 60's (ABCD) added.

J Lt

The bill passed the Senate in this fashion, went to Cormittee, was
. voted out of Comittee, and passed the House as a Committee Report on
" & very close vote over bitter Republican opposition.
The Food and Agriculture Act of 1962 was a far. reaching comprehensive
plece of legislation, including many of the tools we are using ‘
. effectively in our Rural. Ares Development Program today. It is ironic
. the adjustment, conservation, poverty sections rode in on the back of
hotly contested commodity -programs. This Act also called for a i
referendum on wheat and immediately after its pessage we went to work !
prepering for the wheat referendum which was held in May of 1963.
v1263 -~ Recognizing that we might lose the wheat referendum it was
. absolutely essential that we have a continuing feed grain progrem, g
otherwise there would have been chaos in American agriculture. Accord- .: -
ingly, early in the 1963 session we drove through the Congress a Feed
:  Grain Program for 3 years, encompassing 1963, 1964, end 1965, The
" wheat referendum was a very difficult struggle. Conservative groups
-+ ranging from the John Birch Society to the Farm Bureau bitterly
.. attacked the wheat program. It failed, as you know, and this con-
stituted & sharp but temporary setback in our progrsm efforts.

Following the wheat referendum defeat we sat back to take stock.
Initially the Administration.took a somewhat detached position; declaring
- that it appeared that American wheat farmers did not wish a farm )
_progrem. Then for several months we waited patiently. The Republicans

c.oopv

" XERO!




‘and the Farm Bureau attacked the Administration, the Secretary and

~ meant that we were taking our disappointment out on the' farmers, and =

< «. It was my conclusion that 90 percent of the farmers recognize there

Uash
g LTt

the President, contending that the absence of new program proposals

as they put it "letting them stew in their juice".

‘-: For my part, the referendum result ha.d aroused a doubt in my mind es S
to vhat farmers would support. Accordingly, I set up & series of Report .

and Review meetings and met with groups of up to 2,500 fermers from
one end of the country to the other. These meetings ran as long as
3 hours. I mostly llstened and freely answered questions. People

of all political and economic persuasions attended. They were a li'bera.i .
. education for the Secretary.. T

must be e farm program. However, they are terrible confused as to what /
kind of a program it should be. A significant number, usually the
economically better off group, were irritated at supervision, control,:
(the girl in the ASCS office), in effect at anything which limited . -
their freedom of action. If we hadn't had the feed grain program, :
incomes would have been lower and this group probably would have been - i -
much more receptive to the necessary self-discipline and supervision :
that goes with any program. Even so, it was clear to me that the
overwhelming majority recognized the need for a program, and that it
was in the national interest that there should be commodity programs. ;
Accordingly, in the fell of 1963 the decision was made to move ahead

's

~on a wheat program and we began to lay the groundwork.

You are familiar with what heppened this year.

Cot‘i:on had been a

problem ever since this Administration came into office.

.Certain

commitments had been made to the textile interests to accomplish one-
price cotton., Yet the various segments of the cotton industry refused

- to get together on a common program. The Talmadge~-Humphrey program

for production payments, which the Administration privately supported,

. had little cotton support. Most producers were desperately afraid of - - ..
' limitation of payments and it couldn't get off the ground. The Admin- ...°
... - istration did develop an alternative progra.m, but then the textile R

interests sabotaged it.

It was only after the Fa.rm Bureau overpla.yed thelr hend at the Cotton E
Council meeting in the fall of 1963 that a cotton producers group was i
orgenized which joined with the textile people to come up with a
program which the Department was able to support. In the meantime we
had given luke warm support to the initial Cooley Bill in the House o
which was passed shortly after President Kennedy's death. The strategy '
here was to get enything through the House end then try and improve 1t . .
in the more responsive Senate. In any event, the new cotton proposa.l

'was joined to the certificate wheat plan and the Food Stamp Plan a.nd '

with the driving Bupport of the President a legisla.tive miracle
resulted. . e o :

- Z:(lﬁw.i.‘.". Wbl WL D LTLd
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This then brings us up-to—date. The consuner programs -= food use,

" but steadily., More emphasis, more preparation, more attention, more .

Attachmente o

trade, and aid ~-- and the community progrems -- rural ares development, :
poverty and conservation parts of our program are going forward slowly !

money are needed, but steady progress is being made.
The commodity progrems give me serious concern. As we estimated

initieldly, the voluntary progrems for feed greins end now in cotton -
are expensive and grow increasing so &3 our production continues %o

. accelergte faster than demand. Crop estimates and program analyses

are golng forward in the Department looking to some new program
developments for 1965.

In the meantime, hovever, although they have not been & complete: successr?:i

and have not worked as well as mandstory programs would have, yet we

can point with pride to the fact that gross farm income was $8 billion
greater than it would have been these past 3 years if the prices of the |
last Eisenhower year had continued. Net ferm income has been $3 billion

more. ‘Surpluses in grain have been cut from 8% million tons of feed

grain to 70 million tons, from 1.4 billion bushels of wheat to 850
million bushels, meaning & savings to the taxpayer in storage alone
of about $250 million a year.

This is progress, I believe, but there is still a lot to be done.‘ I
welcome the prospect of some task force essistance.
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Pomorrow ought to be rather interesting -- I have an appointment with
the President at 12:00 o'clock to discuss politics. Tom and I have been Wwork-
~ing on this, to go over and present to him.my analysis including the good
we can do in the South to blunt the Civil Rights issue, the recommendation
that there should be a Rural Americans for Johnson rather than a féfm committee
so we can capitalize on our rural development programs and bring together |
farm ahd non-farm people in the rural areas, an analysis of Congréssional
Districts where we will concentrate, an analysis of the Lake States and the
possibility of applying the Appalachian program principle, and finally an
analysis of theAStates in which we think thére is a special place for agriculture
in the campaign. It'll be interesting to see his react&on and useful to keep
him reminded that I'm not exactly a novice at this political business. -This
is kind of scheming I guess, but it's part of what I call the politics around
the throne énd distasteful or not, it has to be played.

Last night after doing some feverish work to get ready for the Press
Conference today and also to see Senator Holland about the budget, Jane and
I went over to Tom Hughes' and spent a couple of hours talking with Geri:- Joseph,
our Minnesota National Committeewoman. It was reaily rather discouiéging. The
Party in Minnesota I'm afraid is getting frightfully fragmentized. The béd '
blood between Rolvaag, Mondale and Sandy Keith is quite serious and Geri feels
that Mondals and Rolvaag have been pretty petty and foolish in dealing with
Keith. I know that they feel Keith is completely self;seekihg and self;centered
and there you go. The Goverhof's office is apparently very weak with a great
‘deal of grumbling ebout its inaccessability and failure to make decisions. He's

in a box on his fiscal program because he's been fighfing with the Tax Commi ssioner



.that he didn't boot ouﬁ as I recommended and now with national prosperity
revenues are such that a 5 percent cut in the budget which he ordered is
- beginning %o back up on him. I noted last week end how very aggressive and
kind of domineering he was in insisting onerery iota of iecoénition when

the President was there. Geri £ola me a shocking story gbout he literally
pushed Mondale aside after Mondale had been introduced to present Humphrey

to the DFL‘Convention last Sunday and did it himself. Apparently Fritz is
kind of at odds end, not very satisfied or challenged as'Attorney General,

and really not kncwing where to gé. Tom says that Fritz understands thor-
oughiy and will step aside without question if I'm interested in running for
the Senate if MeCarthy should be the Vice Presidential nominee or taking
appointment should it be Humphrey. I really don't know if I would like to

be in the Senate or not. Apparently the current Reﬁublican candidate is a
complete bust and if McCarthy got in I could run a relatively short campaign,
probably get elected fairly easy and have 6 years in the Senate to get started.
That has some promise in it for there would be a couple of relatively leisurely
years to more or less get caught up and evén perhapé do some writing before I
had to worry about campaigning again. I could, I suppose, adjust to the Senate
tempo and the legislative process, althéugh,I'm sure I wbuld find it quite
frustrating.. On the other hand, it's something we understahd and enjoy and
would constitute a plenned career for the rest of my life. On the other hand,
something'in'the academic world might well be more chéllenging -~ or, something
else in Governmént, or with firm.Presidential.support another 4 years in this
job which if it were really forthcoming with some understanding and support
- I believe that I'd be Willing to do it.

I do worry about the Minnesota political situation. 'There seems fo be an

undue amount of squabbling and factioglism with very weak 1eadership from the

top. Welwe held that party together under the general direction of not more



than 25 or 30 people for'ls years now and it would surely be a crime for
it to fall apart. Well there's not much we can do about that from this
distance,‘but it's certainly bothersome, and apparently Rolvaag is not
working out as we hoped he would.

July 20, 1964 -- 9:10 p.m. on the office. A week and a very wonder-
ful one at that has goﬁe by end I'm in the office tonight, was yesterday,
desperately trying to catch up as is always the case after having been gone.

A week ago last Saturday (July 11) we left here for the West --
flying to Chicago and then into éélt Laké City, arriving in the early evening
about T:00 o'clock. We were met by Ed Cliff and alsofigg;a Iverson,. the
regional forester out there, and spent a relaxed evening touring primarily
around the Mormon Templé and grounds. We sat in the great pavillion and
listened to some music, marveliing at the craftsmanship of those early Mormons
and the remarkable acoustics in the place. We heard the history 6f Mormonism
and I learned, which I didn't know before, that allegedly Jesus Christ came
to this hemisphere after his crucifixion and was seen by then inhébitants ﬁho
subsequently perished? but ohe of whom as a prophet conveyed the message of
Iatterday Saints to Joseph Smith. Anyway, it was very interesting and a
beautiful place Withfa,magnificent temple.

I haven't been feeling very good during the last week and I think the
only reason my stomach didn't kick up worse was because I had 6 gémes of‘squashb
that past week with Bob McNamara. EFach was a tough game; but I only won the
last session for I was off and he was on. Also, I've been wrgétling with a
number of things from the Bureau of the Budget, where we finally got through,
and also through the Presiéent a deficiehcy appropriation for‘pesticides
research, to the struggle about the Allegheny Reservoir.in Pennsylvania which

I am now carrying before the Recreation Advisory Council as a basic policy
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matter. As I think I've related; the Army Engineers are really irked‘about
this for they want to manage a good deal of the recreation in that Reservoir
which théy ought not to do, most of it actualiy is in the National Forests.
Nyle Brady did an excellent job of selling the Bureaq of the Budget on the
need for pestiéide nmonies and‘ﬁhat we would do about them, hence the suc-
cessful result. I talked with the President about it and that may have helped,
too.

Tom and I had a conference with the ?resident, as I think I already
dictated, and brought to his attention some political factors including (l)
that agriculture could help blunt the cutting édge‘of Civileights in the
South; (2) the Congressional Districts that we thought we could carry aroiind
the country defeating incumbeht Republicans; (3) ragther than a Farmers for
Johnson, we should have this time a Rural Americans for Johnson to try and
bring small town and farmer togetherin support. | |

| I also got ovér to the Whitte House as a part of the continuing struggle
around the throne, a 20-page memorandmﬁwhich went to Bill Moyers who will
coordinate the Task Force which will review agricultural programs and policies.
This memorandum reviéwed our basic policy and program and the history.of the
past It years and briefly touched on the problems we face. All in all, it was
a hectic week trying to get ready to leave but by the time I left I really
feltvthings were for the time being at least in fairly good shape.'

We went to bed at a pretfy good time:in Salt Lake City and I.took a
hot shower and a couple of sleeéing pills and had a éopd night's sleep and
woke up feeling in good shape on Sunday morning. We left early being airbound
about 9:00 o'clock on Sunday, July 12, and had a véry.interesfing flight
for T had a chance to show Mike some dramatic examples of conservation. We

flew.along the mountains which rise immediately above Salt Lake City and -
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Ogden and I took some pictures of where selective terracing to conbtrol
water where it falls has succeeded in preventing floods which otherwise
had moved boulders as big as a house down the harrcw canyons destroying
everything below. This was a great pioneering effort.and e dramatic
example of how over-grazing can cause disaster and how'sensible‘conserva-
tion can correct it. We then turned and flew generaliy North and West
heading for our destination, On the way we saw some interesting things
including some of the dry farming of that area, which I hope will show up
on nmy pictufes, and then also the Gfeat Salt Lake which we also saw on
the way coming in 'abweek later. (Cont'd later in the diary)

Tuesday, July 21, started out on the Hill in Bob Poage's 6ffiée.
The problem was P.L. 480 and its extension. Poage came back from Brazil
with the idea we should not have a 5 but a l-year extension of this law
which would have a seriously adverse‘effect in its management and its
adminis tration both in terms of our domestic planning but more particularly
the planning of the recipient. He is a strange fellow and it took me almost
an hour and a half before we finally got to the heart of the problem. It
was simply tiis. Under current House rules in order to get allowances for
travel clearance must be had from the Rules Committee. Poage had real
troubie getting it for this trip thatbhe made. On the other haﬁd the Foreigﬁ
Affairs Committee members can travel and review developments which allegedly
are pertinent to their work without haviéng to get such clearamce. This means
in effect both a personal annéyance and it also means a down-grading of the

Agricultural Committee and of agriculture in genergl., Thus, Poage‘felt that

if P.L. 480 was reviewed each year, the Agricultural Committee would be upgraded

accordingly and could travel accordingly. About such thihgs,'great decisions

are made. I thought I'd done fairly well in convincing him this would be &



bad idea. I pointed out it would result in difficulties in forward
planning, would handicab me in deal with State and AID, and that it would
generaily'represent a set-back before the eyes of the world in our food
use programs. He listened quietly and I thought I1'd made some proéress
but then he went to the Subcommittee meeting and started all over again
making that recommendation. My current report is that he met some opposi-
tion and cooled down quite a bit. Mark-up will continue on Thursday. This
is an interesting exemple of what makes decisions and of what takes time.
Such is the process. It all takes people.
I also talked to Poage about grants. He's been’anti-grants under
P.L. 480, but when I expressed to him our policy now that we were begignihg
to carry forward of insisting that some of the money under Title I whether |
by way of grants or loans should go to alproject which would be dramatic
and clearly marked as a United States project, he kinda liked that idea and
cooled off a little bit in his'anti-grant position., I also told him, and this
helped somevwhat I think in inflating his ego a bit, that he was going to need
to carry the load on this one beéausé Ellender was apt to be highly critical
for he has now moved into a strong anti foreign aid positiqn,which he holds
so close and about which he feels so emotionally strong. So much for Poage.
Then I went to a meeting; the second I've had to have, with the California
Congressional delegation about storing grain in California. They want some in
California warehouses. Considerable pressure is coming from California
people, particularly their warehousemen folk, they have an additionalll cent
wharfage charge and we have other problems of éourse in laying down grain
there because the grain companies have their elevators in,fhe Northwest and

most ships run from the Northwest to the Far East. We can handle some, but




(’ﬁ\ : we can hardly pay a 1/2 cent more, and so we went around and around on
that one, and I agreed to meet with some of their people and go intoit
further next Friday when I'll be in San Francisco. Actually the California
delegation are a mighty decent bunch. John Moss gets a little hot headed
but John MﬁFall, in whose District it is, and Bob Leggett are fair and
reasonable and they were decent enough to say, and Harlan Hagen, too, that
we could not pay more merely to lay it down in California. I told them I

would be prepared to do that because I thought we ought to have grain in

California by way of reserves, but that we better be prepared to take on an
awfully lot of nasty criticism if it should develop, and it probably would
as it has before, if we tried to do that. So, another one of these little
problems that take so much time.

The balance of this day I've been in the office. dJust finishing an

FY hour meeting with Herschel Newsom, Joe Parker, and Harry Graham from the

Grange, covering meat gquotas which they oppose, recognizing they endanger
our position in negotiating agricultural trade coneessions; also, they
indicating their support in developing our platform and also willingness to
try and use that ﬁlatform in a campaign to develop support with céndidates
for farm programs which»will need to pass the next year. This took well
over an hour. Not much'was really pinpointed, but the @Grange is increasingly
helpful and the time had to be spent.

I'm stilliloaded with paper. I was here in the inner office until
11:00 o'clock iést night. I'd hoped to get some paper work done today, but
I haven't made much progress yet.

I also lunched today with our own FAS people and wiéh Irwin Hedées
from Governor Herter's office. The GATT negotiation thing is on a collision

course now for Windom White, the Executive Director of GAT, at the last



meeting told the EEC that if they were not willing to come in and to
discuss some kind of negotiating and operating rules by September
there}would be no sense in trying to meet any November date for filing
exceptions.' In &ffect this means that there would be noernnedy round;
that there was ﬁo.sense in going forward so long as the United Statés
position was that agriculture and industry must be together énd so long
as the EEE€ was uhwilling to reach any agreements about agriculﬁure and,
any rules under which agriculture could be negotiated adhering rigidly

to their montantde soutienposition. Apparently all thewther countries

were with the United States and so Windom White in effect laid down the
law. Now some time in the next month or so this question if something
doesn't givé will rest on the President's desk for a decision whéther

we will continue to insist on integrated negotiations and trade conces-
sions for agriculture as well as for industry. In our discussioh, it

was pretty well agreed, not on the basis of clearly measurable figures
but rather in terms of a general concensus and judgmént that if we do not
get agricultural concessions and if there should be negotiations confined
only to industry,'which was basicallythe case during the Dillon negotia-
fions, that the United States would%lose. Tﬁis was based fundamentally -
on the premise that agriculture is such a large part of our export trade.
Agriculture is an area in which we are clearly the most superior around
the world. That same superiority is one which qannot be quickly or readily
applied elsewhere as is the case in industry and there fore we would
uﬁbalancg thg economié losers. Governor Herter has been real strong and
good on this so far. Our’position is a clear'sharp one, GI thihk I cén'
fairly claim a good deal of credit for that fact. ActuallyiRay Ioanes

() here deserves the most. Charley Murphy, too, has been a pillar of strength



as is Dorothy now. But that's the position and the question now will be

a basic political one for the President to decide. The ﬁolitical_section
of Statecf course is jumping up and down, feeling this is a terrible
posture and that we ought to go forward for political reasons at gll costs,
that otherwise we are in effect‘éllowing the French to accomplish their
burpose of facturing the great alliance. Time will teil. In the meantime
I'm preparing a trade speech for San Franéiséo this week eﬁd which is

quite timely.
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Now to return to our trip -- We then struck out towards the
Sawtopth Forest fér a some 2-hour trip, going over the Great Salt Lake,
noting the game refuges, reviewing some of the irrigated valleys and
also some of the dry farming.

We also flew over some areas which were old lava beds, where

apparently the lava had bubbled up many centuries ago and still remains,

aﬁd then flew over lands which are grazed during the winter period,
but are already too dry for use now. Finally, flying across the plains
we could observe in the distance the magnificent Sawtooth Mountains-
and flew over Haley and Ketchum where Sun Valley.is and then on up to
g tiny little town called Stanley. VStanley has about 35 people, a few
motels, and to say it's primitive would be an under-statement.. We
drove then to Redfish Lake, stopping at the ludgé there for lunch which
is run by private individuals. It has cabins, a lodge, and tlie usual
with a recreation program and water sports on the beautiful lake. Fol-
lowing lunch we reviewed the new visitors' center and had a l15-minute
slide presentation by Dave Lee, a young ranger there who was most attractive.
The slide presentation actually was not as good as film but apparently
is quite Well received énd is being expanded. We then visited some of the
new camp and pichic grounds which are most attractive and would seem to
be well managed. |

We changed clothes at the Lodge and had a trip across the Lake.
This is an interesting and beautiful lake. I asked the question why only
small fish? It's named after the red fish, which is a type Qf salmon,
but very small, running only to a couple of pounds. Howevér, the salmon

do comeAup into the Lake. Both the sockeye salmon, which are relatively



| small, running 6 to 8 pounds, who spawn and die ~- some of the sockeye
stay anq become the small redfish which remeain in the lake. Chinook
the big salmon also come up and a few yéars ago they héd counted as.féw
as six and then counted many thousands of small salmons going back dewn
1,500 miles to the.sea. Indeed this is & fantastic story. .

I was told that hO0,000 people & year enjoy the Sawtooth Valley.
We went to the end of the ILake and thereAatba jumping 6ff place made
camp. While the rangers, and we were joined at this point by Ralph -
‘Sisco and also had had with us from earlie; in the day Max Greery
who is the Forest Supervisor, made camp I‘put some fishing gear togethér
and Jane, Mike and I went down to cast. We promptly got caught up in
some rocks and in the course of it with my light rod I pulled off the
tip and there I was with not only a lure caught but also the tip of the
rod so I left the rod there for the night and we went back up about the
time it.started to rain. A nice afternoon turned into a rainy evening.
It wasn't too bad while we ate and visited, but the mosquitoes were tough.
Jane and I went to bed in & lean-to tent and’aloﬁg about midnight Mike
came crawling in, a rathei unhappy boy. The mosquitoes had been eéting
him up as they do. He'd been sleeping just out in his bag. It has also
been raining, He was going down to try and sleep in an out-house, but
he craned in with us, and although we weren't too comfoftable, it worked
-out not too bad. |

The next morning we got up snd it was still raining and a bit miser-'
able as the woods and the outside can be under such circumstances, hardly
an auspicious beginning for what turned out to be a wondérful trip.

While we breakfasted, the clouds began to break a bit and the rein

to slow up, stop, and then rain intermittently. We decided to get packed




up and go on and we were joined by a'zcung'rangér by the name of Ed Osborne.’
HF is the deputy to Ralph and is a very vigorous young guy who agreed to

AL for the tip of my rod. I didn't want him to do it alone and so I
prepared to join him, I had enough foresight to havé Ed Cliff get in the
boat and get out from the landing pier and then we both dove in., The water
was ice cold. I came up gasping for breath, took on some water, and reached
for the boat. I didn't have it in me at that point to dive, Dave did, he
got the tip., I said break the line and fﬁrget the lure and swam back and

- was glad to get up on the dock. I hardly felt accomélished. I just didn't
have it in me to go down in that cold water. Maybe I would, if I hadn't
swallowed and gagged. Anyway, we got the tip. Wé both came up shortly
thereafter and rode about about 4 ﬁiles'to & place called Flatrock for
1ﬁnch. ‘It Waé a beautiful trip through the’woods, beautiful trees with the
great cliffs on each side, The mosquitoes were rather rough. I wasn't
as sore as I thought I would be at noon, ﬁor when we finally reached Cramer
Lake about 2 houfs and 6 mileé later. We rode up one valley and then broke
off to the Northwest into another followihg Redfish Lake Creek. As we

. wound through the woods, first we saw a small lake, Lower Cramer, clear,
bright and lovely,_nestled_between cliffs ~- then a Second 1ake and at the
end of it a waterfall pouring out. We rode along it for perhaps a half a.
mile, end finally into the end of thevvaliey where a creek ran down thev
mountain-sides both directly sbove us and off to the right to the Southwest
now with bright green grass, rocks, towering cliffs, evei'greens, a perfectly.
magnificent setting.

Here'sbout 4¥:00 p.m. we made camp. Again I got my.géar out and Mike

and I went doﬁn and fished g 5it with very little luck. It was still rain-

ing intermittently and I took Jane down to take a look at the lake and as
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- we got down why it suddenly started to rain very, very hard. We huddled
under my pencho and sav a magnificent sight as the sun camé out at. the
same time as the rain poured down, the lake was bright, therwater was
pounding into it, part of the sky was blue, part of it was flﬁffy clouds,
the rest was dark. The lake of course was circled with e&ergreens and
all in all it was an unusual and most magnificent sight.

As night came on the sky cleared, the stars came out, and we had a
drink, some relaxed conVersation,vhad lamb stew for dinner and to bed about
10:30. It was cold, clear, and comfortable, but sbout S:OO a.m. in what
was yet almost darkness I woke up with a bad case of the "trots" and
bolted for a makeshift privy where I managed to relieve myself and then
walked down to the lake to watch the sun come up. The sun wasn't completely
up and so I crawled baék.into that sleeping bag until 8:00 o'clock when
I went down and we fished the'iake. I didn't work very hard aﬁmit. The
Western Brook Trout run very small and hardly excite me after our Northern
Pike ahd Walleye of the Minnesota country. We‘had a. late breakfast and then
T took that old novel "Scaramouche" T hadn't read for many years and leaned
against a rock and enjoyed browsing through it invthe bright'sun, dozing
off periodically. I paid for that later for I really got burned.

About 1:30 we suddenly beganh to get a bit of energy and after a quick
sandwich, Jhne, Ed'Cliff, Mike and i started a climb up the trail.‘ We moved
in a Southwésterly‘direction'and went up rathér sharply beside a plummeting
stream which ran into Upper Cramer Lake, ‘It was ﬁet and snowy and we cris-

- crossed over rocks in the stream several times, finally reaching what was
known as Heart Lake on & plateau up about a thousand or~f£fteen hundred feet.

From here on we really hit heavy snow and rock, going another fifteen hundred



feet or so, at which point Jane took our jackets and secured for a rest
and Ed Cliff, Mike and I went on up to the divide between the Payette
Creek Watershed and the Redfish Lake Watershéd: It was a thrill to stand
there at the break and see Hn the one direction the watershed fall away
to the South and West and behind us the one we had jusﬁ left to the North
and to the East.

By the time we got back to camp, my legs had about had it. This was
a 3-hour climb and a good one, We had some evening fishing, again cocktails,
‘a late dinner and to bed. My stomach had been bothering me and I woke up
) about a half a dozen times during the night, at managed to sléep in the
overall faifly well.

Again we were up fairLy late, did a bit df‘fishing, and after a late
breakfast this time laid around once again. This time I crawled in the tent{
read a bit of Plato, but mostly dqzed. in the afternoon we went down to
» Middle Crsmer Leke and had some pretty good fishing. I ended up in a spot
next to the waterfalls where I could look out over ILower Cramer Lake,
back of me over Upper Cramer Lske -- iﬁ was as beautiful a spof as I can
remenber. I hope I got some good pictures of Mike, Ed and Jane fishing.

We returned to camp again late in the afternoon, had a late dinner, and

a most enjoyable visit and off %o bedp This time my stomach really roared
and at 5:00 o'clock in the morning I awakened, got up'aﬁd decided to really
take a tramp. I retraced our. steps up towards the Pa&ette Divide, only
this time I tried to break off towards the anthwest‘and see if I couldn't
get up on top of the cliff which bordered our lovely valley to sée the

sun come up. I was amazed to find a number of gulleys,. dips, and hollows
between the trail and the cliff-side which I never agtually reached., T

had about a 2 1/2-hour hike before it was all over and took some magnificent
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pictures. This was the day when we were to ride out and so I retﬁrned

to camp for a quick breakfast with a still growling stomach. Mike was

up about now and Jane, end Mike and I went down for a last fishing bit,

We retprned to break camp and to start the ride back in. We got as far

as Flatrock and then decided to take a ride to Alpine Leke. This was a
ride almost straight up the side of the valley to the top of Redfish

Creek Valley; actually on the Eastern side for if I recall my directions
right the valley at this point was running pretty much East and West and
we were going East and a 1itfle North as distinguished from going genérally
North and a little West when we came out of the upper reaches of the valley
proper.

Anyway, the trall in question was a tremendous one. A ﬁew trail which
went up a very steep cliff but at a fairl& reasonsblé grade with sharp turns.
We could see for miles up and down thé valley and the grotesque and unusuél
shapes of the Sawtqoth stood out Viv?dly and clearly. We lunched at Alpine
and by this time were beginning to féel pretty sore in the saddle.. On the
trip down Jane was very frightened making the turns because looking down
has alwsys -~ upset her and this was especially true when the horse she was
riding kept reaching for grass on the turn. For e while I thought she
wouldn't make it, but she 4did. We reached the head of Redfish ILake about
3:00 p.m. -- sore from riding, but in good spirits. We went across the.
lake by boat, dropped in at theihome of Ralph Sisco and met the rangers and
their families. |

It was interesting to visit the Rangers Stationand to see the young
peopie there and their families with the children. A‘niéer group of éirls
and yoﬁng men one would go a long way to find than Réiph S8isco, David Lee

and Ed Osborne, although I must sey that when we wWemt to Sun Valley and met



- with Jack Lavin, who is in the Supervisor's office specializing in

recreation; the former ranger of that area, Dick Stauber the current
rangef in that area, I was equally impressed with them. We really do
have soﬁe very top people.

We'had a lovely two déys in Sun Vailey staying at the so-called
Harrimén cottage which actually had 5 bedrooms and & kitchen and a lovely
lounge. The first night Jane stayed in cleaning up, washing her hair
and all, while we strolled around and had dinner which incidentally
McCrea the Aﬁministrator of Sun Valley insisted‘on paying for. To bed‘
that night with a pretty pood night's sleep and the next morning up for
breakfast beside the skating rink which was 1ov¢ly -~ two hours of skating
with Jane and Mike, an afternoon trip which I took with Ed Cliff and
Max Creery, this tiﬁe up into the Chalice National Forest, going North
from Ketéhﬁm Beariné Eaét ih through an area which was'primarily grazing
Where the use of riversides had largely eliminated the sage brush and
built up a nice grazing area, We had a cocktail party with the ranger
there and then a very delightful evening by the skating rink again.

This time, watching the skating and dancing ourselves. It was a lovely
trip. -

The next morning we wefe off and up Baldy Mountain, going up the

ski tow which was most sensational and then a plane ride which took us

back over the valley where we were able to look down over Cramer Lake and

by Redfish iake and over the areg which we had covered on foot before.

Then down through the Sawtooth and across much the same way that we had

come. It was really quifé a trip.
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L n July 22, 12:40 p.m. -- Just a few minutes for a comment before lunch.

Charley Murphy is coming in and I'm going to try and catch up a bit on a

lot of commodity defelopments since I left on vacation. Things are swirling

around here politically, especially where the Goldwater thing is concerned.

Clearly he had complete domination of the CGonvention and a lo£ of people who

‘thought he couldn't be nominated are now second guessing. One school of

thought of course is giving him the accolades for a supbrbvpolitical organiza-
,,,,,,,, tion job and 6 years of hard work with organizational people. An analogy.is
made with the Kennedy operation of 4 years ago. There is probebly some truth
in this.

More disturbing is the attitude which tends to go with the victor that
there is real ﬁower here and more substance than has been realized., In this
connection this nomination is being interpreted as a great revolution within
the Republican Party, and even more an expressioh of an underlying sentiment
in the United States which is calling for expression -- that somehow Goldwater
has tapped this sentiment. I was surprised in thé New York Times this morning
to -read James Reston's column which actually gives to Goldwater a status which
thg New York Times hésn't before for their editorials have been éxtremely'
critical. Resﬁon says that underneath all the,K personal and partisan issues
involved and all the emoting pro and con agbout Goldwater that he has really
raised some basic questions that have troubled men since the days of Aristotle.
He goes on to say that thé questionsof what sort of a world this is where men
aspiré to good and yet are sodften evil, where lies the soubece of authority
in the laws of ‘man or nature? What are the relationships of. the individual
to the comﬁunity, to the State and to the eternal? What is man's place in

e all of this and how are his ideals and values related, not only to an increasingly



complicated and crowded world, but to the universe? He then refers to
Goldwater's acceptance speech, which I thought was a lot of meaningless
mubo jumbo, as talking about order and freedom rather than sbout justice
and zbout progress through power, rather than through the ancient concept

of charity. Reston goés on to say that thesé things rather than Goldwater's

~voting record and his philosophy need to be reviewed and that the Democrats

will make a mistake if they do not really dig into these things, that he,
Reston, feels many are attracted to Goldwatér who are\any part if not
actual a political, that it is true in all of history minorifies have brought
about action such as in our Civil War, our own revolutionary war, the French
Revolution, and one gould go on; and that somehow or other the philesophical
arguments and prdblems'which basically disburb people have been touched by
Goldwater. )

I don't know what tp meke of -this but it's rather typical of the
general feeling that Goldwater has capitalized on a general frustrated feeling
of people in a complex society, that he has picked up the backwash on the racial
gquestion, that he is capitalizing on the general fear of bigness and anti-big
government attitudes, that he is emphasizing‘the in@iividual in his efforts
to maintain his identity in increasingly large and collectivized soclety both .
publicly and privately. This last theme is one that Wilsoﬁ Wrote an editorial
on in the Sunday paper pointing out that Goldﬁater really was the individualist
énd was appealing to people who were subconsciously seeking for idenfity in
this big world growing increasingly collective, I still'tend‘to think that
this is upgrading Goldwater far too much, that one can always capitalize on the
diffidénce, and there's always a lot of them as we used to_céll the iggly-bigglys
back home, that capturing a ﬁolitical-party is one thing and winning an election

another and that the basic good:sense of the people in this country is not



going to pay much attention to this extremtsm. On the other hand, the
Harris poll in the Post this morning showed that the President's lead

had dropped by 10 points although it?é still 65 to 35, the highest in
history at this state in a Presidential campaign,Abut that Goldwater now
was clearly in the lead in the Southern States. With the withdrawal of
Walléce, he now apparently is in a strong position and reporis generslly
would indicate that he has climbed rapidly and that Johnson's position has
. eroded., This may very well spell out a more important and more activerneed
for some good pronarm campaigning in the South.

Anyway, it's an'interesting time as one reads for all the thinkers and
all the rest are groping as to what does this really mean. Walter Lippmann
this morning was rather devastating in his attack on Goldwater's statement
that extremism in the pursuit of 1iberty was not a vice as literally encourag-
ing lawlessness for what one things to be a proper end. In these touchy
times, riots in Harlem and with great difficulties undermining the Civil Rights,
it would seem highly irresponsible for a man to say such a thing, but he stays
with it. This kind of extremism will, I trust, although it attracts attention,
mobilizes malcontents, simplizes the complex, yet will not have a wery bfoad
appeal.

I haven't yet had any exposure to the President since the Republican
Convention, but I'm anxious to see him to see if he is getting any buck fever
about this, which I hope he isn't. |

It's 4:45 p.m. and I'm about to leave for a Cabinet Meeting in the White
House called to review Bob McNamara's cost reduction program. We've just
completed a session here frying»to figure out how we can gét some publicity

and attention on the work done in this Department, which has been quite



extensive in this field. It's a lot tougher here where most of the programs
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are service rather than purchases.

' I*ve'also Just finished reviewing a first draft of a political speech
for Saturday night and the question of how to handle Goldwater comes again
to the front. Rod Leonard has the thought that Goldwater has reached people,
vis-a—vis Scottie Reston and Dick Wilson's analysis I referred to earlief.
The more I thought sbout it, the more I think We ave probably building this
fellow up and that the'reaction to his succesé is a bit hysterical. After all,
all he has done is mobilize a lot of extremists that always hang around the
friﬁgesfof any political party and has won only one election and that in
Celifornia, then by a hair against almost no opposition considering Rockefeller's
situation. Therefore, the question is how do I handle him on Saturday night.
I could hit him head on on the extremist theme; pointing out that I'd fought
extremists before in the Southwest Pacific, Communists in thé Minnesota DFL
Party, but hardly expected to get this kind of "the end justifies the means”
in the Grand 014 Republican Party, etc, This may give him too much credit and
ridicule might be better. On the other hand, a more solemn recital of the
benefité-which would be lost and the progress which would.bé forfeitéd might
be better.. A number of drafts willvcirculate around here tonight and I hope
tomorrow to get some of'our politically knowledgeable peoplejtogether to hash
this one around. Off nbw to a Cébinet meeting.

6:50;p.m. -- I've just returne@ from the éabinet meetihg which was

indeed a very fascinating session. The President started off with areview
of pending legislation and the statement he felt we had a chance to accomplish
an excellent legislative record and that this would be oneiéf the stronggst

things going for us in the campaign. He went around the table and asked each



of us about legislation and we responded -- me in connection with Food Stemp,
the beef guota thing, and also P.L. 480. Then he noted that a poll had béen
taken in Maryland and oné of the things that came up constantly favorably

was cost reduction, and he said the two words that seemed to elicit a favorable
response were the words "prudence" and"progress". He stated then that Bob
McNamare's efforts had beenvery successful, very well received, and he wanted

us to have the benefit of a presentation that McNamara had made. McNamara

was uncomfortable and whispered to me that this was not his idea and the
President made it clear that McNamera was there under orders. In any event,
McNamara proceeded to give his pitch as to how he had reduced expenditures.

One of the impressive things was that he pointed out we had spent $30 billion
more than would have been spent at the Eisenhower level, but that this country
was in terribly weak position when the Democrats took over, so weak in fact

that at the time of the Berlin crisis there was a shortage of batteries for
torpedoes for submarines and destroyers and even a shortage of torpedoes --

and at the time of the Bay of Pigs there was a real question whether we would
have been strong enough to go into Cuba even then and carry it. He went on

and listed how infinitely much we had strengthened our power since that time.
His figures of cost reduction with a $4 billion goal were based on what would
have been spent at that level if thesé measures had not been undertakenvand
concentrated on first eliminating the unnecessary by way of inventory, pro-
curement and that kind of thiné. Second; purchasmgg‘directed toward competitive
bidding and also incentive bidding, paying for high quality kinds of performance
for certain objects.. And finélly, consolidation of bases and facilities --
many of these changes having come‘from the recommendations made by people within

the Defense Department.



“b The President then gave us a very strong mandate that we whould keep
‘ our perspnnel down, that we should for each month now keep it below
the previous month through.the balance of the year., He then went oﬁ fd
make a rather impassioned plea thatliflwe weré here next January with a
h-year mandate we would do things to make the Great Society. He related.
the young men that needed education, that one out of three couldn't get in
the Service. He related the great need for medical advance and progréss

and for education. He related the education needs which ought to be :set.

down as in the full Employment Act as a charter, a right, by Congress of

every child in this country, but these things he said ha