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Frid~, May29, 1964, 2:50 p.m. I'm in the office on this Friday 

before Memorial Dey -- it's a. holiday. I j·ust flew in from Florida. 

where I spent the night with John Duncan and four Commissioners of 

Agriculture from Sowth Carolina., Florida., Georgia. and Tennessee .. John· 

arranged this party. We did a little fishing -- a little drinkir).g --

a little story telling, and generally built some fences. 

Wednesday I_had a very hectic day -- fl.Ying to Kansas City to 

speak to the Packinghouse. workers, then into Minneapolis to speak to the 
. . . 

.Amalgamated Lithograph Union, and had dinner with Mother who_· seemed in 

tolerably good spirits, flew back to Washington, into the office. yesterday and 

at 1:00 o'clock enroute to Florida.. 

·Yesterdey morning tl?,e Wllite-House called and said that the President 

was calling a. small ga~hering together, that it was not required that we 

r~ attend but the.~ it was desirable. I didn't know exactly what 1D _do. When 

we checked a.round we foun9, i twas a memorial service for John Kennedy·. Accord­

ingJ..v I got Joe Robertson to take our Memorial Service here in the Patio of 

the Department. and Charley ~urphy and I went over.- It wa.s.rea.lJ..v. a. very 
.. 

touching and appropriate occasion. We gathered in the East Room which wa"s 

pa.rtiall.Y partitioned off and sat down. The President then read a brief 

messageiin ip.emoriam·for.President Kennedy. He related his great dedication, 

how we had gathered there to .serve him and the country, how much had been: 

done, and he expressed his gratitude to all of us for surviv:J,ng the shock 

and for making it possible to accomplish the transition. It was.really a 

warm, touching occasion, and he spoke with great sincerity. DougDillon • 

a.s the senior person present,for Dean Rusk ha.d been called to India.for 

N'ehru' s .funeral, responded ~~t appropria.teJ..v arid t~t was it. We a.l.l: felt 

better for it. There were about\ 50 of us there, all who had been a~inted 
\ 
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and come into the Government with Jack Kennedy. It was a nice thing to
( ./ 

do and showed, I think, another side of this complex man L.B.J. 

I'm going to leave the office here now in-a few minutes and drive 

up to Camp David where the McNa.maras, the Days, the Wirtzs and the Dave 

Bells are going to spend Memorial Day week end. We've been looking 

forward to this. I can sure use a couple of days off, although I've been 

feeling pretty well. 

We!ve been shorted a bit on sleep this week. Thursdey night was 

the $100 Gala. I had been wanting to talk to Jerry Magnuson and so when 

I called to see if I could see him when I was home and discovered he 

was in New York City I reached him there and he came down for the Gala. 

First we went to a Department Party which was a very gay one with some 

600 people from this Department who bought tickets at $100 each. I bought 

two. The National Connnittee really put on quite a bit of muscle on this 

one. We were some 20 or 30 over our quota which was very good. Jane and I 

shook hands for an hour or so at the Department Party, had a quick drink 

and a bite to eat and then out to the Gala which was really good entertain­

ment. 

We went from there to Paul Young's where Sidney Soloman, the Chairman 

of the event, had a party for all participants in the show and Cabinet 

people and such. We d.idn 't stay long but thought it might be fun for Jerry 

Magnuson and I think he enjoyed it, particularly visiting with Larry O'Brien, 

Ken O'Donnell and Jesse Unruh from California. Then we went home and had 

a long talk about the law firm, what:it has done, what its future is, and 

Jerry stated unequivocally that they hoped I would return to the firm and 

there was most certainly a place for me there. I to~d him that this job 

(_J certainly would not go on forever, but that the future was uncertain at this 



point, although some time in the not too distant future I probably 

ought to get into something which will be permanent, and if I'm ever 

going back to law practice ~t will .have to be fairly soon. I didn't 

indicate to him the unhappiness I feel sometimes in the current arrange­

ment and the difficulties of adjustment. When I was home I called I.eonard 

Lindquist and he immediately urged that I return to the firm, too. They 

seemed to mean it and to think that I could add a dimension that they need 
I 

and prosper in the process. We didn't get down to ·cases or amounts, but 

,· .. :. meybe Jerry will do that and in any event it is something to think about. 

However, nothing will happen unless there should be an explosion around 

here which is not at all likely, I'm sure, until after the election. It 

was good to be wanted. We had an enjoyable visit, but we sat up until 

3:00 o'clock and were up and awey at 6:00 to get him to his airplane and 

/--> me on the way to Kansas City and Minneapolis. 

We've got a kind of nasty problem here. A hangover from the Billie 

Sol Estes case. The man, Battle Hales, w~o was the nasty inside informer, 

who not only planted misstatements but actually went to the .Committee room 

vhil.e I testif;i:ed and even hel.d a)press conference contradicting me in the 

same room while I was there, is~~ the news these days. His in grade
\ 

longevity pey incre~se ca.me up and we passed him over. We did this because 

we think we will bring charges to dismiss him for refusing to divulge 

information to his superiors, -but we don't want to do so until the Estes 

Report gets out of the McClellan Committee. It's still being rewritten. 

In the meantime, Horace Godfrey got one of the distinguished service awards, 

which he richly earned. The result is the Republicans jumped and tried to 
)1,, , _1,.'.1,:?.,.- I ,__J,.J • . 

~1.,.. ...t'...t,...., ....,.,~ 1/f.J 
warm up the Estes case and· Clark fMoilenoff of the Des_ Moines-Minneapolis 

Coles paper started writing stories· and got Ricahrd Wilson to write one, too, 



about cover up and also about persecution of minor employees. Mollenhoff() 
talked with me and said expansively, "Now you must be nice about this. 

You're on top and this is a little fellow on the bottom and shouldn't be 

persecuted." This is certainly true enough and an employee who feels some­

thi_ng· is going wrong whose own moral sense leads him to call it to the 

attention of others certainly must be protected. This however is another 

instance. Here we have a different kind of potential and actual persecu­

tion for if you have an employee around who is prepared to leak anything 

and to reflect upon his superiors if he doesn't get what he wants, one 

whom you have to watch every minute lest he take something out of context, 

you indeed are creating serious problems and a:..:kindi1of inverse persecution
! 

only this time on the superior. I'm not sure that Battle Hales is quite 

that bad for I don't think he's that strong and he's been tucked away 

'') here I guess pretty well. On the other hand, his conduct which was completely 

reprehensible and out of line has been such that it would encourage others 

and could be a serious factor in the Department working properly. I certainly 

don't want to hurt anyone, but this fellow I think needs to be sharply 

disciplined. Anyway, it makes it difficult now because having had to pass 

}~ ...,h±s- over the wolves are going to bay. The stories are going to be written, 

and we can't move decisively because we want the Committee Report to come 

out first. It's just another one of those problems. 

I continue to sweat out the cotton thing. I spent a good deal of time 

this week going step by step over possible procedures myself. In the mean­

time I've been called by the big coops who want the last handler to get 

the payment and when I pushed them hard as to why, they _haven't come up with 

very satisfactory answers. They' re extremely nervoµ.s about the whole 

, ,., thing. Humphrey has been operating on this and I'm not quite sure why. He 



told Mike Feldman that Ellender said he wouldn't pass out the Food Stamp 

( . ) bill if we didn't make the payment to the first buyer, and that Ellender 

was most unhappy with Charley Murphy and myself after we met with him last 

week. When I called Ellender yesterday there was certainly no indication 

of that. He was as friendly as could be. I talked to Hale Boggs, too, who 

hangs tough with the first buyer, but who is sympathetic as to the diffi­

culty of the problem. Yesterdey in the White House, Mike Feldman was 

pushing us on it, but I told him that we ought to make this decision awa;y 

and apart from the. President. About that time the President walked up 

and mentioned it, but then slipped awey 'in terms of tallting about what 

ought to be done. Jack Valenti has told me that the President wants to be 

informed about it, but I gather he is following the advice of a number of 

people, including mine, that he ought to stay out of this one.· .Any-wey, I'll 

have to make it pretty soon -- next week. 

Otherwise, things have been rather quiet for the last week. Once 

Memorial Day is over we will be off and running, but now on to Camp David 

and what I hope will be a delightful. week end, 

Thursday, June !i;. 1964 -- This has been another busy week. We did 

have a delightful week end at Camp David. I worked my way up after leaving 

the office last Saturdey, my last dictation incidentally, arriving about 

5:00 o'clock in time for a goodswim. It's a lovely spot. It was a bit 

nippy and cool. I went into the pool, which was heated, swam on my back 

and looked up through the fresh green trees to a cloudless blue sky and 

thought, this is really a spot and a place. That night we had an enjoyable 

dinner with the McNamaras, the David Bells, the Willard Wirtzs and our­

selves and some of the children. 

Bob McNamara and Bill Wirtz got into quite an ·argument as to which 

was the basic problem in the Ci-vil. Rights area, discrimination or lack 



(__) of jobs. It was McNamara's position that it was discrimination as such~ 

It was,Wirtz's that jobs wer~ the most important. Obviously both are 

important, but I tend to side with Wirtz. It's true that the intellectuals 

and the educated feel the sting of discrimination, and lash out, and 

understandably so, but the great majority want jobs and an opportunity 

to pay their bills and have a place to live and don't have much time for 

the luxury of feeling the sting of discrimination when they've got an 

empty belly or 10 people in a room. Anywey this went on over the week 

end. McNamara was more blunt and less tactful ·than I've ever seen him. 

Laying by the pool which was delightful one noon where we would gather 

to have a few drinks, visit, swim, and then have.barbecue hamburgers, 

we got on to politics and he labeled Estes Kefauver as an inunoral person 

both privately and publicly and for that r~ason no one should ever have 

supported him in quite arbitrary terms. We didn't discuss the private 

morality where I tend to agree with him, but in the public morality area 

Bob for the first time did really reflect the kind of big business back­

ground and a very clipped kind of arbitrariness wnich I expect is~ strength 

in terms of his determination and inflexibility in his current assignment 

but certainly would be_ a problem politically. In the meantime, hiB wife 

is pushing. Margie wants to know more about politics. I haven't been much 

disposed to discuss it. I think, as Jane does, they probably have some 

Vice Presidential ideas. Anyway, we had a delightful week end and drove 

. back on Sunday night in time to unpack and get prepared for this week which 

has been a busy one. 

Monday morning I went to West Virginia, driving d~to Shepherdstown 

with Senator Randolph where I made a Commencement dey spee~h. It was keyed 



I 

to what seems to be the President's current theme of the great society and 

talked in terms of abundance and its use ap.d newly. available manpower and 

how it could be used to build a better society. It was well received. 

picked up an honorarium of $250 which can go into our charitable account 

and·help in donating to causes we otherwise couldn't afford to donate to. 

I got back in the office about 2:00 o'clock and immediately plowed 

into cotton. This is a tough one and we finally made the decision after 

going up, down and around. I had had the boys prepare some flow charts 

and we went step by step through the mechanics of requiring that the person 
l 

receiving the peyment should guarantee the consumption of that cotton Within 

the period of the bill. I then met with a group of cotton producers, mostly 

the big coops and listened to their story. Actually it wasn't a very good 

one. I don't see how they would much hurt if the payment did go to the 

(- .l first buyer, although their argument is difficult to answer because it revolves 
.... ,· 

around the question of quoting cotton at a low price and they're for getting 

people used to that low price and therefore inhibiting any futur·e cotton 

program by alienating the producers. The guts of it really is that if a.payment 

is close to a producer these fellows are concerned about limitations of payment. 

George Mahon, now the Chairman of the Appropriations Committee, said as much 

to me and used himself as an example planting several hundred acres of cotton. 

Different from other commodities cotton is.basically controlled by relatively 

few, although they have strong differences, and you've got to get them all 

together if you're going to pass a:ny legislation. In this instance, producers 

are basically run by the larger producers and the big coop~ without much 

voice on that little producer and so we must face. the political realities. 

Anyhow, after meeting With them and then meeting further and discussing 

-(:) with Ellender and with Boggs and going up to see and talk with Humphrey, I 



1 ( finally made a decision. We announced it yesterday and all has been 
\,_j 

quiet, although the exchanges apparently suspended operation and haven't 

decided exactly what they are going to do yet. Anyhow, the decision is 

made. 

We also had in town yesterday, R2 Hannas, Lucy, and their two little 

girls and their son, Mike, who was 4 years old when I was here with the 

Marine Copps now graduated from college. It surely does make one realize 

that these years are slipping by but fast. Jane took them to the White House 

and they had a delightful touro Then last night we took them to a reception 

which launched the new book on L.B.J., written by Williams. White -- then 

to the Viet Nam Embassy for a reception for their Foreigh Minister who is 

visiting here. Then I stopped off to sey a few words at a Synagogue on 

behalf of Mike Feldman. Then a late dinner. I worked until after 1:00 o'clock, 

they leaving at 11:00, to appear before the House Ways and Means Committee on 

bee.f todey. 

Actually it went fairly well. By~nes and Curtis are usually real 

rough in that Committee and they started out that way, but we had the facts 

and they weren't too well informed. Also, they did agree that Agriculture 

has not been given proper consideration in International Trading and in our 

agreements around the world in previous years and although I didn't make it 

on a partisan basis they generally concurred in that observation and in their 

support of my vigorous position supporting agriculture in th~se negotiations. 

They kept me until almost 1:00 o'clock. The tough person on this issue was 

Al Ullman from Oregon, a good friend, who was deeply concerned. He makes the 

argument which the cattlemen are making that although cow prices have held 

up rather well, being down only about.$1.00, yet if they had gone up higher 

which they would have without the imports we would have had cows moving to 

https://about.$1.00


market and not so many feeder cattle. I don't think this is right for( 
actually our cows moved into producing calves and out of the mar~et before 

the imports came flowing in here and we also can't let _cow prices go 

much higher or more· imports will come flowing in here. Nonetheless, this 

position is strongly and emotionally held and he worked me over. Thank­

fully it was at the end of the testimony and the Republicans were gone 

by that time. I think we made a pretty good record. 

I rushed from there to lunch today with Chris Herter who came over 

to talk about the GATT negotiations. This was primarily a public relations 

gesture. He did.n·tt really have very much to report and from the looks of 

things on the trade front things are going to be pretty quiet until this 

fall. Lists of exceptions are now being filed, hearings are being held, 

some meetings of the .Agricultural Committees will be held, but the Common 

-~ Market crowd is fighting each other and the common_grain price is far in 

the future and Mansholt is unwilling to sit down and really talk sense 

until he gets that settled. In the meantime, Erhard is coming here and 

all we're asking the President to do this time is to emphasize to him that 

we intend to adhere to our position of insisting on agricultural progress 

as well as industrial progress~ 

The Bime Minister of Israel Eshkol was here this week and we had a 

rather nice luncheon aboard the Sequoia with him hosted by Chief Justice 

Earl Warren. There really wasn't much of part~cular interest, although 

was interested to get commeµts on some of the cooperative agriculture in 

Israel which works fairly well but only on those farms where highly sophis­

ticated people with a philosophical socialist· background ~d orientation 

live comi~ from Western Europe and being dedicated t~ the principle of from 

( )
\. everyone according to his ability to everyone according to his need. 

I 



Apparently this principle is not expanding much in Israel today.( ) 

We also had a rather interesting evening on June 2 at the Australian 

Embassy where the Minister of Primary Industry, Charles Adderman, was 

the honored guest. This was mostly a discussion of agriculture and a fairly 

pleasant evening. 

This afternoon so far I've been trying to catch up with a lot of 

outstanding things. A new crisis has come and a board meeting will be 

held probably ·soon in connection With it revolving around a shortage in 

dairy products. _This illustrates the dilenuna of our operation. A year 

ago we were heavily loaded with all dairy products, particularly butter. We 

moved out butter at heavy cost and its down. We have had enough dry milk -­

moving close to a billion pounds into the Food for Peace Program. All of a . 

. sudden now our availabilities for next year are not much more than 300 million 

pounds. This happened because of the situation in Western Europe, with a 

demand and a subsidy program here to try and move out our heavy supplies 

on a commercial basis which tre law really mandates us to do. Therefore, 

we continue to sell and to push it out and we really didn't catch it here 

. until it got at a danger point, whereupon Dorothy Jacobson got into the act· 

and developed a sound and rational theory that we ought not to permit this 

to go into animai feeding because we want to develop a market for our various 

kinds of meal, rather than allow them to use dry milk powder. On this 

basis, we in effect stopped exports as soon as we vould, .· but in the meantime • 

we face a critical situation and apparently Dick Reuter who i~·most alarmed 

and somewhat wild about this is calling in the voluntary agencies people 

and instructing them they must cut back their programs with some 30 million 

children around the world on school __lunch program mua~ of it depending upon 
( '1 
, ____ ./ the availab·il.ity of dry milk powder. This ties to the hard nut of the dairy 



problem. For although we've made some progress in our milk order areas 
) 

the manufacturing milk situation in the.Midwest continues almost impossible. 

Prices are too low for the farmer to really make a go of it. We have a 

75 percent minimum parity - that doesn't pay enough - I can't increase it 

given the supplr:situation and the cost situation. On the other hand, it 

isn't enough for the farmer, but the real power politically rests with 

the big cooperatives in the milk order areas where they are reasonably well 

satisfied. Those that handle the mil\t, those that process it, don't object 

to heavy supplies and heavy government subsidies, where by the same token 

they'd object violently to any kind of government supply management direction. 

This is one commodity we have not been 
/ 

able to move at all. It's conceivable 

we might do something within the framework of the current political ~itua­

tion plus the current shortage under "Food for Peace·". This is now being 

/ \ staffad. It really would be a major break though if we could get a workable 
' J 

program,get the President behind it, and maybe get something done. I've 

got my doupts but we will certainly try. 

Friday, June 5, 1964 -- 6:50 p.m. I'm·in the office alone, doing 

some paper work and planning for next week. Jane will ~e down in about an 

hour_and we'll go to a dinner tonight in honor of the Shah of Iran. ley­

black tie outfit is i~ the bathroom and I'll make a quick switch. The last 

two days have been reasonably quiet, giving me a bit of time to plan and 

program here and to do a little_paper work. I tried to play squash today, 

but my legs tightened _up so bad I could hardly move, which is still a product 

of last week's touch ball game. I guess I'm really getting old. That 

sustained hard running steyed with me and those legs just won't loosen up. 

Anyway I got a work out, although I got beat. 

A good example of the unpredictable course of agriculture events 

can be seen in the dairy situation we're now facing. Dairy has been a 



( No. 1 headache. There is no representation of the little dairy farmer. 

The political power here is exclusively the processors and those who 

store and the National Milk Producers group under the irascible leader­

ship of Mike Norton. We've had a tremendous surplus and had to drop 

supports to the legal minimum of 75 percent a couple of years ago with 

much criticism and noise. Now we suddenly find ourselves in a short supply 

situation where we may not be able to meet our commitments under Public 

Law 480 Food for Peace, particularly for school lunch feeding programs. 

Dick Reuter, the Food for Peace Coordinator, has pushed the panic button and 

everyone is all excited. What has happened basically is that we have at 

great cost given away our butter as ghee-be.tter oil when we really should 

have been using vegetable oil which is in the private trade but in significant 

surplus. But we got the butter down which is expensive to hold and we 

couldn I t very well throw it "EWay. Then with the crop failure and bad 

weather year and expanding demand in Western Europe, we suddenly got a 

heavy run on our dry milk which they apparently are now using for cattle 

feed, especially with calves who are starting out, so that the cow milk 

canle used fresh. We of course have been seeking to sell commercially 

all we can for obvious reasons, and have subsidized it fairly heaytly, and 

the job of our sales manager is to move products and under Public Law 480 

Food for ~eace we can give awa:y under Titles II and III only when there is 

no commercial outlet. Hence, a dilemma. 

The matter drifted along and the dry milk poured out of here be!Bo:re 

Dorothy Jacobson finally got on top of it and stopped it. We developed 

a rationale whereby we argue, I think with real merit actually, that this 

milk now is preventing the development of a permanent market for soybean 



meal which we do export in considerable quantities and at the same time 

the milk is .being taken away from sources where it will have a potential 

penefit in human use by wey of promotion and future markets. The trade is 

grumbling about this but Dorothy is_ going to call them in. We' 11 need to 

check it through on the Hill so we don't get in trouble there with people 

who will be onzy commercially minded. • Then it also opens the door on the 

question of a long-term dairy policy and whether a new bill, the ·Nelsen­

Kastenmeier bill, which would make for production payments to farmers with 

low supports on butter and more reasonable supports on dry milk • solids and 

cheese. Such a program would make more sense for we could move butter at 

a much lower price, perhaps increase its consumption and therefore not have 

the butter as a dead weight on our hands, keep up the little farmers' income 

reasonably through the peyment and then move the cheese and dry milk solid 

·\ into consumption where it's needed both domestically and in our Food for 

Peace program. It is possible that wemight be able to break this loose 

now because of the current situation -- or, in the alternative increase 

price supports when Congress leaves with a notice that we will be proposing 

a new dairy program which is called for in light of developing world circum­

stances and a poverty program and the need for strengthening dairy farmers 

income which would be a favorable and well received action on the part of 

the Administration. 

I just had a call from Ken Birkhead a few minutes ago that for some 

reason unbeknownst to anyone the House Agriculture Committee has now scheduled 

the Prommre bill which has passed the Senate and rests in the House Com­

mittee which would call for a two-price system on ntllk in ;milk order areas 

whereby farmers would get paid a certain amount for Class I milk that goes 

\.~ ) to the table and another amount for Class II milk rather than a blank price. 



(__) This is a small improvement for the manufacturing farmer for· it would cut 

down the subsidization of manufacturing in the milk order areas, but for 

political reasons the Farmers Union have opposed it and now Gil Roddy and 

Ed Christensen are violently opposed to it, while the Grange supports it 

and ·r find my-self in another box. Well maybe we can have the Nelsen­

Kastenmeier bill introduced as an amendment to this one when it comes up 

in the Hou.sea We'll have to see, but this dairy situation is a good example 

of how rapidly things can change with causes completely beyond our control. 

Maybe we can make some good come out of it. That's what I try to do when 

the ball seems to be bouncing the wrong way. 

Reaction to my testimony yesterday on beef·and also to the cotton 

announcement has been relatively mild but it will pfuck up steam I guess. 

Actually I am a bit disturbed for the cow price is down a bit more than I 

had realized and as such there is more credence to the argument made by 

those who are complaining about imports than there would be if it was as 

high as it has been over the last 5 years on the average. Nonetheless) we 

have the imports dovm now and that's really the guts of the whole question. 

I'm planning to spend this week end at home. Actually, getting my 

lawn mower fixed and painting a back porch -- I don't get much chance to do 

that kind of thing and I'm kinda looking forward to it. Tomorrow night 

we'll be on the Sequoia with a party for the Assistant Secretaries and .Agency 

Heads in honor of Willard Cochrane who is leaving and Dr. John Schnittker 

who is taking his place. I'm kinda looking forward to that, too. I hope 

I'll feel up to snuff. ActuaJ.ly I haven't felt very well this week. ~ 

stomach has been bothering me and I haven't slept well a single night. I 

guess it's probably an adjustment to the tensions of the past three or four 

https://ActuaJ.ly


months, for the last week has not been:parti.cularly rough as the weeks
(.J 

go around here. 

Wednesday, June 10, 2;10 p.m. -- I'm leaving in _a few minutes for 

the West Coast to speak to the Washington Grange. I'll have to meet head­

on out there the question of cross compliance on wheat. This is a good 

example of the kind of problems one runs into for the Senators out there 

are pressuring heavily because farmers who have more th~n one piece of 

property want to comply under the wheat program on ·one, not on.another, 

and in this fashion get a_blend price. To make matters worse the State of 

Washington apparently has a number of farms ·that they have. rented out 

where the same problem exists and we have to deal with them as one land~ 

owner and require that they get compliance on all or else they can't come 

in with any. I'm meeting the Land Commissioner out ~here, Bert Cole, 

( \ an old friend, but it promises to be not very comfortable. 

I have lined up Ellender and others here to support us in this for 

otherwise there would be heavy leakage and no supply cutback and I just 

called Walter Jenkins in the White House to alert him and also the President 

so I won't get any political pressure from that end. 

This morning I spent over an hour talking with Willard Cochrane, 

who is about to leave us, as to what he had learned in 4 years pere.. It 

was interesting conversation which I might summarize.as follows: 

First, that farmers are.unwilling to accept and cannot be conVinced 

to willingly accept real mandatory controls. Therefore, that we really are 

in the position given the political facts of life of less farm representa­

tion where the city voter and the city congressman is going to have to make 

the decisions as to where we go on agriculture. Willard feels that our 

(____) overproduction. wi~l continue and that the cost of our voluntary programs. will 

https://summarize.as


grow increasingly heavy and burdensome. He agrees with me that we a.re in 

·the ironic position where tpe people we a.re really helping with our programs 

a.re the SQ-called adequate size commercial family fa.me:Bs -.who. a.re doing 

fairly wei1 given our current pr9gra.ms and a.re close to parity of income. 

The real poverty group we a.re trying to reach through Rural Area Bevelopment, 
. . . 

Poverty.Programs, Appale.chian programs, etc., and they present a. specia.l 

. ; kind of soci~ problem. In the middle there is a group that makes your heart 
' ~\-l 

ache wh:!-ch is the family farmer who does not have a large enough operation 

to make a decent return, but who is trying to struggle along and who has such 

a heavy investment in land t~at at current prices really can't quite make 

it. This is the desperate group which tode3 make up the NFO. 

I'm now in Wenatchee, Washington, in 'IIJ'3'hotel room a.:f'ter. having an 

informal session with some of the Grange people I'm speaking to here. It's 

' J 1:30 Washington time - Actually 10:30 here in Wenatchee. I a.J.so made some
'---

television shorts and am now getting to bed. It will be a busy day tomorrow 

with the breakfast meeting at 7:30 with wheat and dairy representatives 
..... 
·., 

that have- coine in from a.round the State. A speech, a meeting with the State 

Land Commissioner, and then back home to Washington for tomorrow night . 

. -<~ The sound of the telephone a moment ago was Bill Thatcher from 
' 

'(:;ii Minneapolis returning 'IIJ'3'call. That old buzzard was about as blunt as a 
·; 

meat axe in telling me that I'd better do something for the GTA or they 

wouldn't do anything politica.lly in Minnesota. I had a call yeste_rdt\Y frOJJI. 

Dick Parrish in Minneapolis asking me to ea.11 Thatcher because he had seen 

Dwayne Andreas and Andreas had said if I called Thatcher, Thatcher would 

look into it and might help Parrish in his campaign again~t McGregor. So 

I ca.lled Thatcher thinking that relations were good whj.ch they had been 

and asked him about the politica.l situation and he said it was bad, that 
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that the GTA was in the red and couldn't do anything politically, that 

(.) the N.FOwas giving Ed Christensen and the Farmers Union fits, that he had 

read in the Kiplinger Newsletter vihere I was going to do something: about 

cooperatives and he wondered if that was just publicity or -if I really 

meant it and that he neededEbout 10 million bushels of grain in his elevators, 

and that last year he only .~old Continental one million bushels of wheat 

and the CCC sold 5 million.· I've cooled off now, but it really made me 

angry, and our conversation.ended' on a cool note. I told him in effect, 

all right if that's the wey it is we '11 just go to hell in a basket together. 

I did call in Ed Jaenke and Bob Lewis and asked them to take a look now as 

to what operationally he might be beefing about. There is not much sense 

in getting angry at the old goat. On the other hand, this is a kind of 

pressure blackmail that makes me furious. If we are competing unfairly, that's 

one thing, but I don't propose to turn the Department of Agriculture over to 

the GTA. It makes me angry also to see the way this was set up and how 

Thatcher was obviously waiting for the call in this regard. We]J., there's 

another pressure group. 

To get back to the conversation vrith Willard -- it really pains me that 

this group of family farmers who just don't quite make it are the ones I would 

like to help and it pains me to see them hurt. On the other hand, those we 

are helping are the ones who are complaining and don't want to be helped, 

but who would be seriously hurt, as would agriculture and the nation, if they 

were destroyed as woµld be the case without any programs, only they don't 

realize it. I asked Willard to put down on paper for me what really would 

happen if we had no farm programs. The economic studies at Iowa and other 

places make it clear that prices would drop sharply, but then what would 

happen~ His estimate is that the l·i ttle man of $2,500 gross income would 

..•. -· -



I 
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(~) tighten his belt and hang on. The fellow wi'th .financial resources would 

also hang on. The amount of production would probably not drop very 

much although the amount of input such as fertilizer would probably start 

to go down. As prices drop, the value of land would go down as well and 

the little family farmer who is now gradu~lly moving out would be forced 

out quickly and harshly. W~ would then end up in a few years do"vm the 

road, Willard said 10 to 20, where probe.lilly agriculture would be pretty 

well urider control of a relatively few people who would then practice 

private supply management. In the meantime there would be a sharp infla­

tionary effect(an the total national economy. This of course is academic 

because it isn't going to happen that way. As the situation now stands 

there is-still enough political power that we are,not going to have farm 

programs thrown out the window over night. On the other hand, it is con­

ceivable that with cotton, wheat and feed grains all up next year that there 

could be a failure on the 1?art of Congress to act and in effect over night 

not farm program. I spoke to the people here at the Grange about that a 

bit, pointing out that the alliance we put together that made it possible to 

pass the cotton-wheat bill is one that we've got to hold together for legis­

lation next year.· I told t~em, too, of my meetings with Congressmen in the 

effort to build support among city people at a time when we didn't have 

pressing legislation to act on with all the emoti.ons and _pressures that go 

along with that. 

I've also got the boys working to try and develop something for the 

Democratic national platform which we might be able to use as a vehicle. 

I also have Willard and the boys trying to put together an overall statement 

about .American agriculture which I might put out in p~phlet form which could 

be useful in the campaign and also_ in the education process preparatory to 



r I the legislation which will go before the Congress next year. In all of this 
\___ ) 

the most worrisome thing is the price tag which according to Willard's 

estimates is much higher than our forward estimates as submitted to the 

Budget Bureau would indicate at this point. 

It's all really rather worrisome. As I said to Willard, we've accomplished 

a great deal. we,ve held up these farm prices very significantly. We have 

pioneered these volunteer programs but they are costly and it is conceivable 

that the whole house of cards might come tumbling down. If that's the wey the 

land lies, I'd just as soon not be here when down they come. On the other hand, 

if I'm not on it why the house is pretty sure to come down so I guess my 

responsibilities are rather clear in that regard~ 

I think I've related already that my press conference on beef went I 

thought along in pretty good shape. We made the point that there was not need 

to legislate quotas when we had accomplished them voluntarily and we need not) 

therefore, run the risk of weakening our bargaining position. I'm not sure 

how well this will take with the red hot cattle people, but we'll have to see. 

Another critical area down the road is that of Civil Rights. The Senate 

voted cloture today and I called Humphrey to congratulate him and he was quite 

gleeful. The Civil Rights bill will pass now, probably within the week, and 

then we will get back to work in the Senate. When it passes we 're going to 

have a real problem in the Department of Agriculture in administering it for 

so many of our programs like Extension in the deep South with matching funds 

may very well no longer be effective when the requirements of integrated 

operations by law go into effect. I 've had several meetings with our Agency 

heads about this. They're making some real efforts, and as I've gone over 

them with them, agency by agency, it's gratifying to s~e the progress that has 



( • \ been made in most of the Agencies. Some of course have not done at all 
) 

what they should. 

Last Saturday night we had a delightful party on the Sequoia attended 

by Assistant Secretaries and some Agency heads and my staff people. It was 

a kind of going awey party for Willard Cochrane and then a recognitton and 

welcome aboard for their promotions for John Schnittker who succeeds him and 

for Nyle Brady the administrator for our Science and Research Operation and 

for Dorothy Jacobson for her promotion as Assistant Secretary .. I don't think 

a:ny of them had been on the Sequoia before, including Charley Murphy, and 

they really enjoyed it. I ought to do more of this kind of thing, but it is 

difficult to do the cost situation being what it is, although I can cover 

this I think in the expense drawing account that I have. I didn't feel very 

good myself for I was fighting a summer cold which got worse after Saturday 

and I was really miserable Sunday and the first part of the week, but I seem 

to be pulling out of it and feel a bit better today, so I think I'll 

roll in for it is now getting on towards 2:00 o'clock Washiugton time. 

June 13, Saturday, 10:30 a.m. -- I'm at my desk after getting the­

beginnings of a picture set up on barbecue in the backyard so we can get 

out some promotion material to sell some more beef, I hope. I just called 

the office to tell the girl on duty there where I am am.that I can be reached. 

!ey' Washington day at Wenatchee was I think successful. I spoke to the 

Grange, mat with delegations of wheat and dairy groups, had a press confer­

ence and generally I think a very good reception. Lars Nelson was in good 

form and spirits and felt that we had turned the corner on the cross-compliance· 

wheat· question. I was very firm in connection with compli.ance, stating that 

legislative history was such and the need to have broad public support and be 

responsible if we expected to pass a:ny legislation was so stroDG-~;that although 



I would of course like to see farmers make more money, that we couldn't 

expect some to do so at the expense of the entire program. It's. still 

going .to get the reaction because I didn't leave many doors open to 

argue about. I did have a rather sharp discussion with Bert Cole, the Land 

Commissioner in·Washington, for they have about 350 farms owned by the 

State with wheat allotments and about a dozen who are refusing to comply. 

Technically, the":··,balance would then be thrown out of compliance. Cole didn't 

want this, didn't think we should do it, and start~d on a rather cocky basis 

saying that bureaucracy sho~dn't force us to this ridiculous result. My 

response to his initiative was to say, that it need not if he only had the 

guts to enforce the lease and kick the dozen off who were Uiltiilling to 

cooperate. He declared himself' as against compulsion and pointed out his 

great success as a Land Commissioner.in convincing people to cooperate and 

( ......,~ stated he wouldn't compel. I stated that then he was the one with the weak 

knees, not us. Bert Cole is an old friend and he came around and we finally 

decided that he would work on it himself, case by case, and then we would 

see where we were. In the meantime we could delay a final decision for as 

much as a month and the heat would be off on the individual cases so the 

Farm Bureau and others couldn't use the fact we might have to make some 

exceptions under these abnormal circumstances for the State as a basi·s to 

further muddy the waters and criticize the overall program and to alienate 

the individual citizen farmer who is unb.appy because he· will have to comply 

and perhaps plow up considerable wheat acreage that he had seeded. The Fam 

Bureau got across the i4ea that there was a commitment that this would not 

be the case -- further that there had been delay in plannill$ the program, 

therefore there ought to be a year's grace. There has.been a great deal of 

I -__\ J,· confusion in Washington about the whole program be cause of a weak wheat 
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. growers group, but· hopefully it is settling down now. I raced from my() 
speech to the airport, got in a National Guard small plane,_ flew over the 

Mountains to Seattle. With my bad cold I had the worst ear ache I ever had 

in my life. It was really painful:. Bert Cole flew along and that's when we 

had our conference. We ran from the plane to the big jet, thenc:e to Chicago 

and into Minneapolis. I worked the whole way. Mostly reading over the 

.materials that I had worked out over the past year with George Barnes on the 

prospective book. I really think that this might be a good idea and I'm 

going to go to work on it further. I've got Willard Cochrane reading the 

materials now. I landed about 9: 00 o'clock and went to Don Fraser's where 

a campaign fund raising party, which Lee Loevinger and I ·sponsored, was under­

way. 

I rea.lly had a lot of fun. Saw a lot of ex-Minnesotans and it was 

· \.__) gratifying to get their general reactions to my job as Secretary of Agriculture. 

Most of these of. course were old friends and were normally and naturally 

friendly disposed. Yet, even allowing for that, the reading would seem to be 

that we had done a pretty good job. I run into this arotmd the country to 

a surprising extent and the general attitude seems to be that we have done 

a good job. This helps to overcome first the very unfair criticism which 

really doesn't bother me very much and also the resentment that I do feel 

towards the_ indifference in the lack of interest and concern towards agri­

culture which really is a cro·ss to bear. This until one gets to feeling, 

so what? Yet on the other hand what ·we do is so im.portant that the real 

gratification in it ought to come from the job and not from any kind of recog­

nition. -Again I don't think it's ~ack of recognition that bothers me, it's 

the purpose to which you can direct recognition. In this case I come to the 

() question of Vice Presidential selection. I've been. thinking· about this and 



we've kind of moved into something_ of a course of action on it. Jane and I 

talked a couple of weeks ago and she pointed out to me on a matter of fact 

basis that really when you take a look at political experience as a State 

Chairman, campaign experience in six State-wide campaigns, administrative 

political experience in three terms of Governor and now in one of the world's 

toughest jobs as Secretary of Agriculture, and compare this with any other 

people discussed as Vice President, actually we rate pretty high. Charley 

Murphy said the same thing to me some months ago when he urged that we get 

out in front on other subjects in addition to agriculture and cultivate more 

support within the Democratic party. I haven't done that. In part because 

we've been so absorbed:in our own work, in part because I've found it extremely 

difficult to move in any areas other than agriculture and in a sense agri­

culture foreclosed others b.ecause there wasn't a base of interest. It's just 

(-) like the kids said at the Young Democratic Convention out in Las Vegas after 

I finished speaking and they were wildly enthusiastic that they complained 

when told the best they could do was-the Secretary of Agriculture but were 

tremendously delighted once we had finished. Hence, the probiem. Further 

Humphrey has pretty well usurped the field and Civil Rights, Defense, and 

Foreign Policy are really the burning issues. I guess maybe I could have been 

_ more aggressive in actually soliciting appearances and trying to build a 

broader public awareness in other areas, but the very pressure of the job 

precluded it and again I haven't basically felt like being pushy., and getting 

in a position where I could be accused of running for ·vice President which 

I don't think is going to accomplish the purpose. After all, the President 

will make that choice and he'll make it based on the circumstances that 

exist. However, he needs to have in mind the alternat;tves and it's more 



( -. than possible that having known and worked with me over the years that 
"-._) 

he really hasn't considered this, and hasn't reviewed what we might do i~ 

that capacity, politically and as a Vice President and.helper. This again 

reads back to the fact that there is relative indifference to agriculture 

unless someone is getting hurt and then they squeal and cry. 

Where the President i~ concerned the squealing and crying is now 

on the beef thing and this doesn't put·me in a very good light. Going back 

again to conversations vis-a-vis Bob McNamara where he said several weeks 

ago, ·and again in a.conference yesterday, what a "can do" guy Bob McNamara 

is. Obviously be is tremendously impressed wi:th McNamara who certainly is 

a "can do" gus-, but who also has about as little preceptiveness, understand­

ing and sensitivity in politics as anyone I've ever talked to. I think the 

President is wise enough to see this. 

At the Fraser party, talKing to Bill Simms, our former associate in( ) 
the Mayor's office 20 years ago, he related a two-hour conversation with 

Humphrey where Humphrey expressed his disappointment that Gene McCarthy 

who Humphrey alleged had opened an office and hired staff to campaign for 

Vice President hadn't even discussed these matters with him, Humphrey. Humphrey 

also ap]:Brently told Sinnns that he thought McNamara and Shriver were the lead­

ing candi~ates for the Vice Presidency. 

Tom Hughes, coming back from Minnesota, report·s that the ·story out there 

is that Humphrey is the No. 1 choice if the President can possibly avoid 

naming Bobby Kennedy. That the President would really like Humphrey. Humphrey 

is clearly running hard for this and wants it so bad he can taste it arid is 

in a very good position with success now coming on the Civil Rights Bill, 

cloture having been voted by a strong vote just last ,reek. By the same token 

Humphrey hasn't discussed,the Vice Presidency with me and this undoubtedly . 

. \ 



goes back to 1960 and the simple fact that it's my turn now and he knows 
(_) 

it but he has moved out himself instead and has pretty well usurped the 

field. Thinking back, I wish I had gone to him a year ago and said, "Humphrey, 

this is what I want and I want your help for it this time as I've given you 

my help over the ye~rs." This, however, was not really possible for I've 

needed his help and it has been forthcoming·generously and usefully in pass­

ing legislation before<the Congress. Humphrey is in a position of power 

and I'm not, vis-a-vis the President, and I might as well be realistic about 

that. 

Anyhow, in the course of all this I had about resolved that what 

I was going to do in a conference with the President tomorrow would be to 

sey to him just as matter of fact as I could that I am interested and 

remind him of the background and tell him I wouldn't propose to campaign 

r·,,, but that I was interested and I wanted him to know it and that I thought
'. ) 

I could make a contribution if he saw fit to make the selection. I discussed 

this with Jane and she felt it was not the right course to follow. She 

pointed out that this was Midwestern directness plus, which as she put it 

was always my general characteristic and not always a strength and that he, 

Johnson, would never operate in such a direct and forthright fashion and 

would tend to down rate anyone who should. I'm not certain she's right about 

this, but in this kind of area where people and personality judgme_nts are 

concerned over the years she's had a better feel than I in the main and so 

I vetoed that idea. I went to bed Friday night and thinking about this lay'ed 

awake a good share of the night. That was silly, we ought to have some fun 

with this, it's an outside possibility but I'm not going to get emotionally 

involved for a host of good reasons. 



Any-way, on Friday I did have the conference which I had asked for 

a week before with the President and it was none too satisfactory. I'd 

wanted to clear the beef picture, to report a course of action, ·and· to 

particularly nail down the question of credit so if we had a disaster during 
. . . 

i?he yea:r that he would be apprais·ed that we hadasked for some of tlie ttlachinery 
. . . 

to deal with it and further· although there is some question abou-t.this that 

credit would prevent some_ liquidation which would prevent marketings and also 

strengthen· our position. I.made that point, but not too.sharply for he 

w:ouldn't listen much to credit and said that the cattlemen he had talked to 

had indicated that it wasn't important. In effect he said, that those who. 

can't get credit ought to be washed out ~d that will cut the number of market­

ings and help solve the problem. The same argument would apply of ·course to 

purchases but here you. don't have to b-reak the budget because when we've spent 

$170 million ·of Section 32 funds we can go into CCC. I did have a chanc~ to 

tell him that ~ght mean going up for supplementary appropriations for the 

Commodity Credit Corporation at which point he launched off into concern with 

the budget and a conversation I found out later he had the night before when· 

Henry Luce had dinner with him about stories TIME is preparing to point out 

that his budget is, a phony budget. It's clear that this is a really touchy 

p6±nt. I really didn't know what he was.talkingabout and he didn't either he 

had simply denied it, but obviously was going to do whatew.er_ required to pre­

vent a phony label on his budget. This is going to be di'fficult and cause 

a lot of us some uncomfortable periods for there always is a certain.amount 

of mirror work in a budget~ I told him that over a long period agricultural 

budgets usually revise upwards in mid-year as much as a billion dollars 

because there was the very natural tendency even with all ·honesty to estimate. 

minimums when there was-a legit.ttmus range and then the changes that come about 
C) 
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with weather and other factors are such that inevitably the end product 

involves more money. I also pointed out that the question of financing 

was involved and we'd left some paper in banks so it wouldn't show up on 

the budget. In any event, we spent a good deal of time on that, and then 

got off onto beef exports and then on Germany, and then he got off again 

on a long story about his ownranch and the manager of his own ranch 

·who was complaining about hearing on the radio some . predictions that it 

would get worse before it got better and that if only all our so-called 

experts would be quiet things would work themselves out, that we didn't need 

to remind them again and again. They knew well enough that things were bad 

and on his ownranch the manager said he was unable to sell feeder cattle 

at 8IlY' price. He also had talked over with Erhard about beef and wanted to 

know about the West German situation and I promised him a memorandum.. 

This was not the relaxed review I'd hoped for for Jack V.alenti came·in and 

said, "Mr. President, you're behind schedule." But the President didn't seem 

too pressed for when the girl c~e in with the latest wire stories he read 

us most of the late news wmihh obviously he watches. very, very carefully. 

I did get in a few moments about the future of Rural .Area Development and 

Conservation vis-a-vis John Baker who ·as it is now planned will leave to go 

to the Farmers Union next spring. I pointed out to him that we needed a top 

person here and I wanted to move in an assistant to be ready next year to 

take over and then repeated Bob_ Lewis' name and I wanted to check to be sure 

that this would be all right, despite the fact Bob comes. from Wi'sconsin. • 

He said clearly and categorically that he wouldn't appoint anyone from Wis­

consin, that there were too many people and that Wisconsin had too much 

•• influence in this Government already, and that if Wisc~>nsini tes had had 

( ·,) their Wf3¥ he wouldn't.be where he is today, and that was that. Charley Murphy 
"-.... ~,· 
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c··,. pointed out that Bob Lewis had left Proxmire because he couldn't stand him 
'-) 

and didn't want to worlrfor him and all but said that it's not fair to 

take it out on Lewis and it was at this point that he said the Wisconsins 

had never sent anyone good to the Government anyway and had too much 

influence already. This is a very harsg, unyielding and I think intolerable 

position. The same mean attitude was reflected when we went over a list 

of names for the Marketing Commission which he gave short shrift, commenting 

only that we ought t~ have a cow man in here. Thurman Arnold he reacted 

favorably to. Marvin Jones he reacted favorably to. Others he didn't know. 

He reacted absolutely negatively to Bob Nathan, saying that fellow has 

been on his back over the years and he'd never appoint]im to anything. 

guess I can't blame him for that. Bob is an outstanding person but he has 
~c.-.__ve"-' 

been an ADA'er and as such associated with Joe/..B.Gweand therefore the reaction 

( \
j 

is I guess understandable. Yet by the same token so has Leon( ./i;;~~dand 

he's just appointed his wife over in the State Department. So I suppose 

these things change, but it's clear this man has a long and bitter memory. 

of those who have crossed him. I wouldn't be surprised if it runs back to 

the letter I wrote him in 1958 and some of my associations too . 

.Anyway, it wasn't a very satisfactory conference all things considered. 

Charley and I returned to the office and cranked up the machinery to shoot 

over a memorandum. on Germany and beef which I did, pointing out that our 

current price for comparable meat is substantially be~ow the German and that 
.L\.

there are shortages in Germany, something Erhard had already denied. Later 

in the day I talked with the President. He had told Erhard, he explained to · 

me in great detail and evident pride, that if he, Erhard, _would buy some _meat 

and help the President out of a difficult political situation this year why 
(" .) 
,_ . / next year he'd buy some meat fr.om Erhard, and that Erhard had laughed and 

! 
I_ __ 

I 



understood and would do what he could and then I had specific instructions 

to call .the German Ambassador and tell him we were· really going to seful so.me 

beef now and to take care of· those Germans when they come to the United 

States. I couldn't help thinking, what a deal. Here:_ a meeting on a Head 

of State basis is talking about how much meat can you sell in the framework 

of the political heat that's on. But en the other hand, I guess that is an 

understandable framework and it is important and it will do some good and 

little things are as important as big things. But I can't help but wonder 

what kind of an image this leaves in terms of the United States with someone 

like Erhard or certainly with some others we might name when the President 

of the United States is probably giving more detailed and specific attention 

to whether he can sell some beef to Western Germanywhile issues of great 

import get at the best no greater emphasis or attention. By wa;y of contrast 
( 

I suppose we wouldn't want a President who like DeGaulle would say that 

anything except military power and foreign relations was really a matter of 

housekeeping and below his standing in stature. 

I also shot over a memorandum straightening out the budget questions 

and setting down specifically the comparative personnel situation as compared 

a year ago for he had said to me, "You are down in personnel, aren't you?" 

All this is distressing as we look to the future and programs for the budget 

is going to be a holy cow and we've got it down so low now that it has adverse 

program implic~tions. I went back and reviewe~.and found that we are about 

2,500 estimated below fiscal 165 as compared to fiscal 164 on a man-year basis 

but we are a few hundred over 163. This despite the fact that we have 

tremendous increases in program since 163. • Further, where end of yea:r employ-

(__) ment is concerned we are again a few hundred over, but if the accelerated . 



public works people, about 3,000 strong that were not included in the official 
( ) 

figures, are included and we were using them and using many of them on work 

fpr which people have been released then and must do now, we are several 

thousand below, and so I sent this over as well together with the budget· 

explanation pointing out first that the opposition was jumping on the fact 

that we had not in our budget asked for full restoration of the Commodity 

Credit Corporation for expenditures made on commodity programs and under 

Food for Peace. I pointed out to the President that this merely means that 

we would not be spending as much probably next year as this, or at least 

we didn't need to restore at this time so that's not much of an argument for 

TIME to use. 

The other point I made, and I said the same thing strongly to Kermit 

Gordon the Director of the Bureau of the Budget, was the end of the year 

review of budget which we malte contrasting January estimates as compared 

to July new budget to go into effe·ct ought not to change agricultural esti­

mates. It is true that we sent over estimates increasing our expenditures 

for the coming fiscal year about a million dollars. This based on a late 

passage of the cotton bill and other factors. But, as I emphasized to the -

President, this is all conjecture, much can change and it's simple foolish­

ness to take on needlessly the exposure of further estimates when we don't 

know what'll happen. 

All of this took up most of the day and I really didn't feel it was 

much by wey of accomplishment. I did have lunch w:i.th Charley and talk about 

the lfilc§ ..Bresfildential thing and told him quite frankly that I was still inter-

ested and that it seemed to me the only really meaningful wey to move at 

all in that direction would be to impress availability, hopefully ability, 

"') on the President through the medium of ·those wi-th 'Wl.om he would have contact. 
\ 
1 



So Charley and I went over some names and he indicated he would think about() 
it further and would talk to people to whom he might, have access. 

Tom and Barbara were over last night, and I talked.somewhat with 

Tom on the s·a.me thing, along the line that the contacts he had and that we 

had jointly, such as John White, the Commissioner of .Agriculture in Texas, 

who is close to Cliff Carter; such as John Duncan, who is close to Com­

missioners of Agriculture generally; possibly Barney Allen with Commission­

ers of Agriculture around the country, that all of these might be impressed 

to, if the circumstances were appropriate, bring this to the President·' s 

attention. I'm not sure how far we should go. We certainly don't want 

to launch a full ··btown program or campaign, but I think some actions along 

this line to at least bring it to his attention are reasonable, would be 

interesting and ought to be done. Sometimes I'm not so sure I'd want to 

be Vi-ce President and work with this fellow closely on a day by day basis. 

On the other hand, it'd be a great challenge and I think I could be of 

effective service and of course although he would have made the selection 

the people would have made the final determination and that would carry With 

it independence and would be a somewhat inhibiting force on his .irasctbility 

and erraticness in dealing with people around him. One of course does pause 

in connection with the job of President. As I said to Jane I feel spmewhat 

like I did about the Governorship, sofar as the domestic is concerned, so 

far as the political is concerned, I would feel no hesitancy, but that I was 

competent to do the job. I would feel a bit thin in terms of the internationaL 

aspects for although -w:e've traveled broadly I've not been deeply involved in 

the decision making apparatus in State or Defense where international political 

questions are concerned. However, I know the people tn the process and again 

( measuring against the possibilities I think I need not feel inferior to most 



( ) of them~ So we'll see what happens. This ought to be interesting. It's 

always a possibility, although I think extremely doubtful, and in the mean­

time we will go on with our work. 

I've been trying to reach Tom Hughes and Joe Robertson this morning 

because it's pretty clear the Civil Rights Bill will pass now. I've had 

preliminary meetings with Department Heads, alerting them to actions that 

may be necessary and what the law would mean to them throughout our Depart­

ment for it will be law soon and we will need to put it into effect rather 

quickly. I need a follow-up on that. 

With the passage of the Civil Rights Bill, too, we will need to 

crank up on a number of things that have been waiting. P.L. 480 testimony 

and Food Stamp Testimony before Ellender will-come soon. I'm debating 

whether I should see him. I'm inclined to wait until the dust has settled 
,··--.. 

( 'i a bit on the Civil Rights question, because I think likely he's a bit 

irritable at this point. 

I've gotta have Jamie Whitten over next week, too, and have a general 

pow wow with him, perhaps for breakfast on Tuesday, so we keep our channels 

clear there. 

Then our appropriations will be moving fairly soon and I've got 

to get that picture clearly in mind and have some conferences with Holland 

about that one. 

So once Civil Rights is .out of the way, Congress ought to move, and 

.the next weemwill be pretty hectic and busy ones. We also need to do the 

kind of advance planning, thinking and programming in connection with the 

commodity programs and work out the political strategy looking to the national 

convention and what we can use it for by way of platform foundation for 



•·. ----~ ':,••·.. 

future actions, the political campaign, and how we're going to shape our 

public posture and how we can maybe use it to get votes and also get 

support for future programs, and of course the determination of what 

Congressional districts we'll concentrate in and how we'll operatein them. 

All this relating to my schedule. It'll be a busy year.and I guess I bet­

ter dig into this and quit snorting around about trying to adapt to the 

characteristics of the new President, but it really is a bit trying and con­

fusing to say the least. 

Enough for today. We've taken our backyard pictures for Father's 

Day and beef promotion, and I'm going out and eat a bit of it now. Then 

make a few 'phone calls and off to a baseball game with Mike today. We 've 

gotta have a bit of fun and I'm going to try and do a little bit more of 

this kind of thing this summer than I have before. He'll be 16 only once. 

Our relations are pretty close and we need to spend some time together this 

year and I know I'll regret it for the rest of my life if I don't, so I'm 

gonna. At least I'm gonna do my best. 

Sunday, June 14, 1964 -- 8:15 p.m. Back at the desk again after 

what has really been a relaxing and enjoyable Sunday at home. We got up for 

9:30 church. Mike was mighty excited and off to a picnic at Chesapeake Bay 

with the car. We had a bit of breakfast. I read • the paper. Napped a bit. 

We worked around the yard most of the day Jane and I together. Merritt 

and Patty Freeman came over for a little.bit; Merritt to deliver a letter 

from Len Wolfe down in Brazil on Food for Peace; and then we had dinner 

just the t1ro of us out on the porch. Now for a little work and to bed. 

We didn't get much sleep last night for we ended ~p with Humphrey 

overrere until almost 2:30 this morning. Fi'rst we went to the Press Club, 



which is a Negro press group, banquet and awards evening. The program 
(
\__) revolved around Civil Rights. Awards were given to Bobby Kennedy an_d to 

Carl Rowan, and to a number of other people including Mrs. Medgar Evans 

on behalf of her slain husband. It was a long, long program but an inter­

esting one and it gave me a chance to soak a bit in Civil Rights and to 

realize how far I've strayed away from some of the subjects and topics that 

were so intimate and vital just a few years ago when I was Governor and 

before that in politics reaching back to Humphrey's historic Civil Rights 

speech in Philadelphia in 1948, to the drafting of what I think was the 

first FECP ordnance in the United States when I was in Humphrey's office 

when he was Mey-or of Minneapolis, and my lobbying got ordnance through the 

City Council on to when I was Governor and passed· an FECP State law. I 

made speeches all over the country on Civil Rights in those days and I've 

been mighty quiet about it since, not particularly on purpose although it 

would have contributed much less to Civil Rights than it would have damaged 

my efforts in agriculture before the Congress because of the make-up of the 

Committees with which I must deal. As I told a Mrs. Hurley who~I sat next 

to and who was quite an impressive lady, an a~tractive Negro woman who 

apparently heads up the NMCP 5-State Southeastern Regional Office, that 

it is one of the ironies of a lifetime to go from the reputation of a left 

wing Civil Rights liberal to the extent that every Governor south of the 

. Mason-Dixon line would automatically vote no whatever was said at a Governor's 

Conference to become identified with the kind of agriculture which the 

Southeast supp_orts and to work closely· on excellent terms with such men as 

.Allen Ellender, Dick Russell and others. I told her, and it is true, that 

I had found these men in manyareas involving economics'and hum,anitarianism 



as well to be decent and liberal, but on the Civil Rights thing to be 
( \ 

'·•. i moved predominantly by political forces and of course underlying sociological 

factors-. · I talked with her about the kind of contacts and the kind of . 
,·'
·' planning during the transition stage under the Civil Rights Bill that wi)..l 

make it possible to put it into effect quickly and forcef""ully, at the same 

time to avoid the difficulties which can arise if the wild eyed people on 

both sides are permitted to push to confrontations. She acknowledged her 

virtual ignorance of anything in agriculture, but agreed on the need for 

transition and careful:.pla.nning. 

Xesterday I did call Joe Robertson and tomorrow morning at Staff 

I'm going to issue a directive to all Agencies to submit by next• Friday 

a detailed analysis of how they will apply the Civil Rights Act, what diffi­

culties they an~icipate, and various alternative means for o~ercoming those 

difficulties. 

Humphrey came on out about midnight following the banquet at which 

he spoke and we had a really good visit. For all the problems of the past 

and Humphrey's overwhelming ambition and often deviousness he is a wonderful 

guy. He is fundamentally honest, although many people take advantage of him. 

His ambition gets away from him, but his dedication to liberal principles 

and his honesty in espousing them is more than creditable. His personality 

as always is outstanding and one can't help but love him. He is feeling his 

age a bit now and said that he wasn't sure he wanted to do anything except 

_be a good Senator. In our discussions about LBJ and his.conservatism in 

terms of his budget and his peculiarities and unreasonableness, Humphrey 

indicated that there were good reasons for wanting to be in the Senate where 

he in effect need not be responsive to this kind of thing but could be 

.·) considerably independent. He didn't pursue it further and that 's about as 



far as we got in talking about the Vice Presidential business. He did 
( 

express the concern that Johnson was far too much impressed by the business 

community. These were the men, to put it into Humphrey's words, who had 

made it and were in a special status and their praise and recognition and· 

adulation, Humphrey feared took on a special status with Johnson. Kennedy, 

he said, would laugh at that and would understand them and would not be 

impressed. After all, he came from the same group, but it's different with 

Lyndon. I think there is a lot of merit in this observation,when you com-

bine it with Johnson's style of wanting to get everybody under the same tent 

and his pride in having made inroads in the business community it ,presents 

a dangerous situation where. future budgets are concerned. As I said to 

Humphrey, I for one had gone all the wey in trying to cut personnel, hold back 

budgets, postpone programs, because economy and the budget were a bona fide 

political issue, that Johnson had succeeded in it, I admired him for it, he 

had stolen the economy thing away from the Republicans. If however this budget 

and economy sta.npe become his primary measuring stick in terms of the Adminis­

tration he will head, that's another thing, and I must say I worry about this. 

So far the money squeezed from Defense has gone for some good programs, 

suoh as the poverty program, but that is only a beginning. Now when one looks 

at forestry, soil conservation, recreation programs, FHA, ·and a host of other 

things that are important to do what he is talking about by way of helping the 

folks, as he puts it, we will pave to see what his actions will be. I'-m fear­

ful when you see his style and method of concentrating on a simple goal 

seemingly not relating it to the end result and then demanding specific accom­

plishments in connection with it without much by the way of a realistic 

appraisal of what it's significance is and what it really means. As 

( ~-- '\ 
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Charley Murphy said the other day the system might well be to tell 'em as 

( ,, ) little as you can and go on about your business doing what needs to be done. 

It may come down to that. For as I said to Humphrey, if that's the way 

it is, the time may come when I for one would just as soon take a walk. On 

the other hand, as Humphrey said, in the weeks immediately ahead now for he 

confidently. predicts passage of the Civil Rights Bill this week, there is 

a great deal to be done and I should be ready to move to try and write the 

kind of Food for Peace program we want, the same for Food Stamps and other 

things, and to hit hard now in the next few weeks. He's right, that's why I'm 

at the desk tonight so that we can be prepared to do just that. 

I'm going to have to see Holland about the budget. See Ellender about 

Food Stamps and P.L. 480. See Jamie Whitten. And•at this point, Humphrey 

threw up his hands and said, "Well you've really got the beaners to deal with." 

And that, I have. 

It was interesting to hear him tell about the Civil Rights fight and 

·how he has spent endless hours talking with Dirksen, who is competing with 

Hickenlooper, and how he felt that Dirksen gradually had come into his own 

for as he, Humphrey, put it, he had come to understand that he could never be 

President. He was too old and not strong enough and this was the time for him 

to put his mark for all time on history in this great occasion. This Dirksen 

did and he came through and brought most of the Republicans with him. At the 

same time, as he pointed out, tremendous pressures were mobilized and particu­

larly the churches keeping constant contact with the questioning votes together 

with some of the enlightened people, especially in the Jewish Community, finance 

and industry who had a line on and influence on such people as Mundt and Curtis, 

all these were mobilized. 



Humphrey told the interesting story of how the President called him 

last Wednesday night, the night of the Danish Prime Minister's dinner at the 

White House, and asked how many votes. Humphrey said, 6t for sure - 69 maybe -

and possibly a few more. The President said how ma.ny and Humphrey repeated 

the number and then the President asked him, "Where do you put Yarborough ih 

that?" Humphrey said, "He is· to vote 'yes'". ·The President said., "How do you 

know?" Humphrey said, "Because he told me so a few days ago." The President 

said, "Well you'd better check him. I don't think you got him." Whereupon 

Humphrey did call Yarborough and found that he was equivocating, did then call 

the Archbishop down in Southwestern Texas where the Mexican-Americans are 

strong, poured a lot of pressure on Yarborough, who as Humphrey put it was pale 

green when he voted for cloture the next day. Again, the President was on top 

of it directly and intimately informed. On the other hand, Humphrey said that 

by their mutual agreement the President did not do much direct arm twisting. 

According to Humphrey the Southerners generally were in· a pretty good frame of 

mine, that they had not been rough or try to ride over them, and the only one 

who was really ornery and unhappy and bitter was Dick Russell. 

Really we had a very good visit. I had a chance to tell him of my 

recent problems with the GTA and he told me that old Bill Thatcher was impossible. 

That he had been riding him, Humphrey, also and was angry at him because he 

couldn't make me do the things that Thatcher wanted me to do. 

Jane _and I both agreed after he left that this is a strange man in many 

ways, but indeed a lovable one. Muriel is not here. She is back in Minnesota. 

He's alone and lonesome, but as we agreed maybe it's best for them that way. 

Although Jane said she would never leave me. Certainly not in an occasion as 

important and vital as this one. She wouldn't and thank goodness for that. 



But on the other handJ in these circumstances I'm sure that Humphrey is as 

completely unpredictable, irrational and irascible, that he is almost impossible 

and Muriel really has never fitted herself in or enjoyed the life of Washington 

and so she is back at the lake cottage, water skiing and all the rest . 

. The Reporter magazine had an interesting story today about the 

selection of a Vice President. I don't think it is a very realistic appraisal 

for I still think that Kennedy offered the Vice Presidency to Johnson because 

he felt he had to to keep him happy and was surprised at -Johnson being inter­

ested in it. The story concluded that Kennedy had pretty well resolved that 

Johnson would be the best man and had been firmed up in that opinion by his 

father's strong feeling. It was interesting that in the story LBJ was quoted 

as saying that Freeman, Symington and Jackson were mentioned by Kennedy to 
"', 

him as possible choices. That he didn't remember in what order. Johnson then 

said that he was of the opinion that Kennedy would have chosen Freeman. I 

rather doubt that as I look back at it, although I recall so well when I got 

the call about noon on that fateful day to go- to Kennedy's suite and sent for 

Jane and we walked in together and then into his bedroom and then the sequence 

of the events which I have related before. I suppose Bomewhere inbetween all 

af'this the truth really lies, but I doubt very much if Kennedy expected or if 

he ever concretely made the decision and exercised the influence and effort to 

get Johnson to run which this article indicated. 

Friday, June 19, 1964 -- 10:30 p.m. At home at the desk. This has been 

a reasonably quiet week. Tuesday night Jane and I went up to New York for a 

fund raising dinner for the Kennedy library. Allegedly everyone there paid 

$10,000. Jackie Kennedy 1ras there. We went up on the plane with the President 

and Mrs. Johnson, the Celebrezzes, McNamara, Teddy Kenµedy and a few others. 

l 



I enjoyed a colloquy on the way up between Teddy Kennedy and Bob McNamara 

with the President listening. Kennedy was taking after McNamara for closing 

Naval bases in various areas in Boston, Massachusetts, and on the East Coast 

and doing it quite effectively. McNamara was defending himself effectively 

as well; and the President was pretty much siding in with McNamara. There's 

no doubt that he thinks a good deal of McNamara. Art Goldberg was there and 

he ,Jtold the President he wasn't so brave about closing bases wlilen he was 

a Senator from Texas, but the President came back and said that he closed the 

base in the Congressional District which was the key in carrying Texas in the 

1960 Presidential Campaign. So it goes. I again had the feeling of some 

reserve where he is concerned. I just don't feel that i communicate very well. 

I called him the same day that we went up to report that I was going up on 

beef testimony before the Senate Finance Committee and also to recommend the 

name of Fred Marshall as a possible appointment to the Market Commission. He 

listened politely and that was about it. 

We almost got left completely in New York. Luther Hodges was furious 

and so was Jane, but I more or less laughed it off. It went like this. We 

were all sitting at circular tables at this banquet and when the program ended, 

and ind.dentally it wasn't very good, Frederick March read very emotionally 

passages from President Kennedy's writings in a loud voice that wore everyone 

out and was quite morbid and I'm sure was a very great strain on the President. 

Anyway when it concluded, he h~aded toward the back of the rather small 

banquet hall and I ushered Mrs. Johnson who was at the next table in that 

direction when her way was clear, leaving her to go back for Jane. We got 

kinda boxed in 1-r.i.th the people and by the time we got down to the lobby which 

was only a few minutes the whole Presidential cavalcade was gone. We ran up 

https://1-r.i.th


and dovm the street a moment, traffic of course was all piled up. Eddie 
l-,1 .<I • 

1:--i~<,_,#f(1_-.~:-,...ci-~··--

-Duf.t'-manlfrom the Attorney General's Office was there with a car and an 

FBI man who then gave us a ride. We wandered around the John F. Kennedy 

Airport for almost an hour before we finally found the backup plane and 
./1-1.,.:f(:.,..,1,1,t C1.,-~•s· 

there we were just IAl.ffman's wife; Marshall, the Civil Rights Assistant 

Attorney General's wife, Hodges, Jane and I, in that great big Jet No. 2 

plane. We got in well after 1:00 o'clock. I was up at 6:00 in the morning 

getting ready to testify on beef. 

After all the work, careful preparation of testimony which did not 

mention the effects of imports but rather concentrated on the fact we had 

imports down and therefore passing a legislative quota was meaningless, the 

hearings didn't really amount to very much. They were on for nearly two 
c, 

and ope-half hours, but mostly it was a wrestle with Curtis who is a stupid 

blockhead. He is persistent, dumb, ornery, and thoroughly unpleasant and
( 

irritating. I was a little bit hung-over. I drank a bit too much wine the 

night before. And it was hard not to let Curtis get under my skin. I had 

to repeatedly contradict him head-on in order to prevent a bad record which he 

then would ~roadly use. His main thesis and I wasn't quite prepared in minute 

detail on this was that because our meat inspection reports showed more meat 

inspected since the first of the year, we were deceiving the public when we 

said imports are down. He then contended that the import figures from Commerce 

really weren't any good, we were using them rather than others we had in 

Agriculture which actually did show increases, not decreases. All I could do 

was say, "This isn't true." He then got off on farm income, trying to use 

parity price indexes and I had to again and againJtell him he was distorting 

the facts and that income actually was up and that parity index as such didn't 

c._:J mean very much any more, that adjta ted parity index including Government 



payments was the important figure and on and on we went. The next day,· I 

() · testified on Food Stamps before the Senate Committee and this went really 
. - .~ 

much better. I think we're going to move that in pretty good shape, and it 

will be a great thrill to have that bill passed. 

Incidentally, Ken Birkhead called me a few minutes ago, telling me that 

the Marketing Connnission passed the Senate by unanimous consent late tonight. 

Earlier the Civil Rights Bill had passed. Jane and I called 
0 

Humphrey to 

congratulate him. This is really a great accomplishment for him and he has 

done a superb job. 

This was really one of those weeks when·we -bounced from one contest and 

one problem to another in this great Department that I'm privileged to head. 

After I finished testifying on beef, I went over and spent two hours with 

Poage and Cooley on sugar. This is going to be a nasty fight. The foreign 

countries who want to ship sugar in and the refineries who hand.le it here are 

allied and determined that the foreign quota is not going to be decreased. 

On the other hand, the domestic beet areas want more acreage and claim they 

are entitled to it even though the Act of 1962where they're concerned was 

to run until 1966. They claim that because we turned loose acreage when we 

had high sugar prices that they really have a connnitment for more acreage and 

they'r~ going for broke at 750,000 more tons of quota. Cooley, as always, wants 

to stey out from the middle, but is completely involved with the country 

quota import people, a strange position for a Congressman but of course he's 

got half the lobbyists in town and enjoys being the Secretary of State for 

sugar. So we 're really in the middle. After much conferencing in the Adminis­

tration we pretty well resolved, and this was C~arley and my decision which 

others have gone along with, that we ought to wait to testify something like we 

( ·, did on cotton. In other words, let them fight, and we' 11 come in after while. 
_/ 

1 



( ·\ Cooley doesn't want to do this First he would like to force the contending 
, __) 

sides to an agreement and so would we but it can't be done. Then somehow he 

would like to get out from-the middle -- he doesn't worry if we're in, if he 

can take the heat off himself. But when I pushed him, he had to admit that he 

could control this and rather than the Committee forcing me to testify that 

if he scheduled the witnesses he could control that and the Democratic Majority 

which might not vote 'With him on substance would certainly go with him on pro­

cedure. So we left it at that. But this is one '8'Xatnple of a nasty commodity 

problem and we're in the middle. 

Cotton continues agitating 1-rith ~appy people but that could be worse, 

although now we're writing regulations with ancillary kinds of problems. 

Then this week, Red Bamberg and .Ed Mauldin from Alabama ca.me in. In a 

very nice· wey they made their point that they had worked and delivered on farm 

··1 legislation, now they had a problem and they didn't want an Alabama handler to 

be forced into the Mississippi Milk Order and although they were nice and 

understood that we had to operate fairly within the rules, yet they were 

putti.ng the arm and saying 11We 've been with you - this is important - now you 

be with us." It was amusing that by the same token I had a conference the 

following day when I finished the Food St~p testimony with a group from Calif­

ornia, this time five Congressmen, who were saying almost the same thing where 

wheat and grain movements to the West Coast are concerned, claiming bitterly 

that the.y.S:ar§ shipping out of -the Pacific Northwest, which is actually more 

efficient, and stating that we ought to ship and store at least some in 

California. They again were reasonable in the sense that they re.cognized we 

had to operate where it would be most efficient, where we could make dollar 

sales, but they, too, had been our supporters. They ~ad been with us on farm 

https://putti.ng


legislation, now they felt they were entitled to some real consideration 
(_) 

on this one. So it goes -- and this is the wey you pey your bills in 

politics. I must sey in all fairness, that in neither case were they so 

demanding as to insist that it must be one wey and only one wey 1 but it's 

hard to make these decisions and it means a great deal of pressure. • 

.Another example, late todey we all met wondering what to do about 

tobacco. Hearings will be held· next week. HEW-is asking for power to regu­

late advertising and to insist upon a warning sign and various kinds of 

possibie labeling on cigarettes. Federal Trade Commissioners held hearings 

on the same. There are about 8 bills before the • Cammi ttee and we have been 

asked to comment on them. On the one·hand, they're not very goodbills and 

they leave the door wide open to what could be some harmful and misleading 

advertising, but if we oppose them we will automatically be accused of sup-

porting economic interests at the expense of people's health. There is 

enough. pounding on us the wey it is, including the pesticides problem 

without getting in that posture. On the other hand, the tobacco industry 

is smarting and sensitive and there are tens of thousands of tobacco farmers 

who need that income desperately. So what do we do? Well, we kicked this one 

aro1.md quite a l!hile and I finally came to the conclusion that for the time 

being that we don't. Rnow what to do, to do nothing. Dorothy made the argument 

that it would be very bad for the image of agriculture to be in the position 

which would look like we put economics ahead of ·people's health. Godfrey on the 

other hand felt strongly that the Surgeon General's report was not conclusive, 

the tobacco industry was contesting it as being primarily statistical, and that 

they expected us to help them. Murphy more or less sided with Godfrey. He­

added that. he thought that was the most popular positioD;. Anywey, I postponed 

(_) this one and I have in my-mind's eye exactly where it sets on the top of m.y 

desk right now. 

' 
•. ' 



Last night we had a little party for Willard Cochrane that was quite 

C_) 
nice. Charley Murphy made a very nice little speech and my remarks seemed 

to be well received. Willard was thrilled. We'll miss him. He is a great 

fellow. Thank goodness we've got John Schnittker. 

·Another good example of how legislation is passed can be seen in the 

increase of authorized appropriation under the farm real estate and con­

servation and water loan section. Presently we have a $200 million guarantee 

authorization. Poage has been wanting to increase it to $450 million and 

it's a good program and needed for a host of reasons. Treasury and Budget 

have resisted it. The program as it now stands is guaranteed loans with 

the proviso that the bank holding them can sell them back to the Government 

after 3 years if they wish. The Government then would sell them or discount 

them in the open market. Actually this hasn't happened. Poage has demanded 

---. this legislation in effect as a price for his support on the poverty bill. 

I talked with him, mollified him, got a hold of Dillon, worked out a kind 

of compromise where we would go ahead and they would agree privately, although 

not.openly because they want to adhere to the principle of not making loans 

or guarantees at any lower rate th~ the· going rate of interest. Nonetheless 

he would go along witb the proposition that we could make such guarantees 

up to 15 years at 4 1/2 percent interest which he aaid would be marketable. 

Our people said it wouldn't and we couldn't do business that wey, but I 

decided we would go forward nonetheless, get it through the Bureau of the 

Budget that way, and then it might be amended., Poage in the meantime kept 

the pressure on. The matter was discussed at a Leadership Breakfast in the 

White House, Walter Jenkins was sent to see ,Poage ~d then_ to see Dillon aid 

the long and the short of it was that Poage got his way. The bill passed 

/" ··,.

\_) out of Committee and is now on the way, I think, to passage. I'm pleased. We 

need the money. It's a good thing. 



Thursday, June 25, 1964 -- 6:50 a.m. I'm down in my little office 

at home. Work up this morning at 6:00 o'clock even though we didn't roll 

in until 1:00. I'm going to dictate a few minutes and then off to the 

office for a meeting again this morning with a group of Congressmen. I've 

had quite a few in now -- 6 to 10 at a time -- for breakfast, discussing 

general overall agricultural problems with them and trying to lay the ground­

work of a better understanding. The meetings have been good and the response 

has been excellent. I don't know why I woke· up so early_this morning., but 

basically I've been kind of troubled and more or less depressed this week. 

I'm not sure why. Perhaps because the overall magnitude of this job is so 

vast and the exact and precise targets so kind of mushy that at times it 

seems hopeless. Then I try to sit down and give myself a lecture and say 

that it isn't done in a day, this is all a very difficult process, and the 

joy of clear sharp accomplishment is not one that the Secretary of Agriculture 

very often enjoys . .Anyway I've been kind of depressed and a bit down this 

week. I'm not sure why because we didLhave a delightful week end and I should 

have felt rested and stimulated by it but somehow it didn't work out that 

way. 

Monday was to have been a quiet day in the office and instead it ended 

up with a parade of people with a lot of program and policy matters of not 

much consequence. I did meet with the Extension Committee on organization 

and policy and tried to stimulate them both in applying Civil Rights Act in 

the Extension program and also in their Rural Area Development and Poverty 

work and I tfuink did some good. The Indian Minister of Trade was in and we 

talked about the timing of extended P.L. 480 agreements with them. They are 

in difficulty now, food prices are going up, and anxioµs to have some assur-

~~·) ances and help from us. I went ahead and told the Indian .Ambassador they 



( could made some announcements which without being too specific indicated 

the availability of rice later on in the yea:r. I rather hesitated to do 

this for I haven't wanted to get India into the Act yet much until we can 

get P.L. 480 legislation moving. Had some long discussions about sugar 

again and other kinds of on going commodity program problems. Also the 

selection of the Commission for marketing, that is the members for it is 

under way and kind of messy. The President isn't sure what he wants and 

when you start looking hard it '.s difficult to find the best people to recom­

mend. 

Tuesday I went down to Jacksonville, Florida to the E.T. York, now 

the Provost of the Agriculture School there, meeting. He calls it DARE, 

Developing Agricultural Resources Eff~ciently, of Florida. He had had a 

series of about eight meetings of agricultural leaders around the State and 

) I more or less climaxed it. We were a bit late., for the plane left Wash­

ington an hour late, and rushed in to speak in the gymasium there. I've 

seldom spoken to a colder audience and I really don't know why. I'm not 

sure whether it reflected a general attitude in the South because of the Civil 

Rights Bill and the current troubles at St. Augustine. Actually flying from 

Jacksonville down to Gainesville to the College with Doyle Conner, the Florida 

Commissioner of Agriculture, that seemed to be the case. He expressed his 

concern about Goldwater. That Goldwater uould be a real threat in Florida 

a.~d with his vote against Civil Rights and the current troubles it could 

mean problems within Florida for the election. Although for the first time, 

as he said, all the leaders in the State were united behind t~e Presidential 

candidate. Anyway, it was hotter than blue blazes, but I _had a friendly 

reception there and when I got up to speak after a splendid introduction 

from Dr. York expected to get a good response. The audience really sat on 



their hands. I couldn't raise them with stories. They really didn't 
(_) 

respond to text. I got off the text because I had the pages of the 

manuscript inadvertently mixed up and had to try and get them straight­

ened out while I talked. I used every trick,I had and it didn't do much 

good. They sat. This doesn't happen to me very often and I'm not sure 

why it did on that occasion. Anywey while I was at the table a message 

came that the President was trying to reach me which seems to be the case 

every single time I leave Washington. It turned out to be actually some 

questions from Ken Birkhead via Larry O'Brien about appointments to the 

Marketing Commission. 

I had the usual press conference which wasn't particularly stimulating 

and then back on the plane. 

I worked very hard on the plane going both ways, trying to get ready 

( for the mid-year budget 5-year projection review session which will be held 

this morning. Maybe that's why I've been kind of depressed, because the 

program of the Department is vast and I ~lways feel when I get into this kind 

of helpless for there is so much I don't know and really I guess can't know, 

yet one ought to know. Then the approach of the budget people and this is 

quite natural and a part of the process is what can you cut, and Kermit Gordon 

especially has been constantly emphasizing what ar£ program alternatives 

and this is very disturbing. Joe Robertson came in yesterday and really more 

or less shook me up when he said to me, "Boss, what is it that has priority 

around here?" And I said, "Joe, we've been thDough that within various programs 

working on the budget within the last month. " "I know~' he said, "but between 

the overall programs, which do you really want?" "We have·_ so many." ! more 

or less flared up in connection with this and said we peed all of them and they 
/ ) 

\_j a.re all meshed together to meet a common purpose in connection with remaking 



the face of rural America. And he shrugged his shoulders and said, 

"Well when I was your Tax Connnissioner and you were Governor and I 

came over, you didn't say to me l:Why is everything you 're doing good?', 

you said to me, 'What is most important if there is only so much to be 

had?'" And, of course, Joe is right. This is a part of the process, 

this is always a bottomless pit. Priori ties must be set, and the Bureau 

of the Bud.get people are only doing their job. Yet, when I look at our 

programs, one by one, and go back to the hearings before Congress, go back 

to our own budget hearings, the sessions that I've had, I realize that 

these programs are highly refined, a.re serving an important public need 

and need to be not contracted which we certainly have done in this budget 

but actually expanded . .And when I've looked at them, I've realized too 

that we do have a target, that we are zeroed in, in connection.with the 

( remaking of rural America, the building of the new great society that the 

President talks about, and that they are important and essential, and then 

I actually resolved that what I need to do is to fight as effectively and 

as cleYerly for them as I know how and that doesn't mean meeting the matter 

head-on and getting on a collision course with the Bureau of the Budget 

either. Rather I think it probably means being a bit Machiavellian, fight­

ing for what we can get and then using all we can get as effectively as 

possible. This makes me a bit uncomfortable, however, because it really 

makes one feel not completely a member of the team in the sense that you are 

an advocate and not one who is trying to think in terms of the overall total 

government-wide Nation~:widELprogram. 



c-) I'm going to lunch today with ·my own staff, bringing in the 

Assistant Secretaries and staff people per se to try and inculcate into 

them the overall spirit that they are members of a total Department 

approach and program, rather than advocates for their own program. Really 

they fight the same battle within the Department that I fight within the 

Government and I hope I may by bringing them together in this fashion 

give them more of an overall Department feeling with a sense of partici­

pation and decision making and shaping of policy and program with the 

satisfaction that goes with it than I get in the process of the total wide 

Government effort from the Presidential policies and programs and leader­

ship. I must say that this is not particularly unique to Johnson -- I had 

the same feeling very frequently when I worked with Kennedy. The President 

is busy. Problems on the front inevitably get attention, ours are seldom 
( 

that kind of an emergency nature, and so it goes. 

Mike started work this week in the Senate and that's good. He seems 

to be enjoying it -- it's good experience and he makes a few dollars, too. 

He's been going down withme mornings, workingat his algebra and some of 

his studies in my little office and then on up on the Hill for the day. We 

refused to provide him transportation every day to and from the Capitol as 

such and he has seemed to understand that. I made it clear to him that he 

should be on his own and not a burden to people around the Department and he 

has reacted well for which I'm proud. I'm sure he will do well up there and 

learn a good deal in the process. 

Well it's 7:10 and if I'm going to be with Congressmen in 45 minutes 

I'd better be on my bicycle for now. 



( June 29, 1964 7:10 p.m. in the office. Mike and I just walked 
\. 

around the building coming back-from the cafeteria where we had a spot to 

eat. We~e going on to a movie tonight a little later on, but.will get in 

a bit of work in the meantime. Jane is still in Minneapolis. She'll be 

speaking in Toledo, Ohio, tomorrow, coming home Wednesday for the Demo­

cratic Women. 

I've had an interesting couple of days and feel a little bit more 

perky than I did when I last dictated. Thursday morning bright and early 

I went up to testify on the Appalachian program, particularly the grazing 

part of it to try and set the r,ecora straight and counteract some of the 

cattle interests who are opposing the program which would· seek to help some 

of these frozen in poverty folks get a small cow-calf operation going. 

Then I raced to the airport and flew in to Sikeston, Missouri, via 

Nashville where I was picked up by a private plane together with Congressman 

Paul Jones and Stu Symington. They pushed me hard to go in there. That's 

·the boothill of Missouri. Actually it is Mississippi in temperament, habits 

and attitudes. Symington is up for re-election, is confident, but is a bit 

worried about this area and says the President needs some help there, too, 

because of the Civil Rights matter. Anyway, I flew in. They had a quick 

luncheon with the Missouri Cotton Producers Association where I spoke in 

somewhat general te:mns, then over to an REA where I made a strong speech about 

Rural Area Development and about Recreation as a part of new economic opportun­

ities. I worked in some commodities and a little hoop-te-do and razzle-dazzle 

• and REA kind of platform histrionics which seemed to be well received and 

got in what I was told were some pretty good plugs which ~11 be useful to 

Symington. Anyhow, he seemed grateful . 

. . .. ,• 



After a brief press conference I flew in a private plane to Minneapolis,( 
working on a speech which I subsequently gave to the DFL State Convention, 

setting down two things -- first the history of the DFL on this its 20th 

birthday, a chance to remind and put into the record some of the things we 

had done and that ours was a party of issues and purpose before any person. 

It was really quite well received. Right after I'd flown in I went to the 

hotel where we had dinner with theRolvaags and the Mondales and the Art 

Naftlins, then Humphrey joined in. Then we went overahd the Rolvaags and 

ourselves stood in line for 2 1/2 hours,and it was as hot as Billy Blue 

Blazes, at a receptioD. They figured they would have about 450 people at 

the outside, and they had 1200. We saw hundreds of people we hadn't seen 

for a long time. It surely gave one a rather strange feeling for some 

people had changed very radically -- heavy, grayer, much, much older; 

others hardly at all. Everyone seemed genuinely pleased to see us and the 

remarks were very friendly. It was good for the morale that everyone said 

how young we looked. Everyone, of cour-se, said we were doing a fine job and 

how proud they were of us and please come home and that kind of thing. 

But it was actually a.very warm welcome. 

We went back to our hotel in Minneapolis and the Naftlins came in 

and then Tom Hughes brought in Jerry Bruno who had been the Democratic Com­

mittee advance man who had had a few drinks and who got miserably mean with 

Art Naftlin, accusing him of not cooperating, not getting up signs for the 

President's coming, not putting out a special press release or having a 

press conference, not going on the radio, and went at it again and again. 

Finally he got profane so I had to tell him to watch his ~anguage that there 

were ladies in the room. I think he was probably right. Art didn't do any 
( 
\ thing and had a guilty conscience_ and that's why Art argued with him and didn't 



throw him out. Anywaywe were up early the next morning, spoke to the 

State Convention as I've mentioned, and then I went to a luncheon out 

at the Minneak.ada Club which was beautiful, a dozen people put on by the 

Northwest Airlines, and I made an award, an E Award, to them on.behalf 

of the Commerce Department. There were a number of prominent business men 

around and I was feeling good and for once in good form and it really went 

quite splendidly. 

I stopped off in the meantime to see Bobby Humphrey who ha~ had an 

operation with ~he removal ct: some. muscles and nodules because of some low 

grade cancer. He seems to be doing well. His mother told me that he was 

-somewhat concerned about the scars and so I went up and matched:scars and 

kidded him about that ~nd they -seemed to think it·helped him a little. 

Then, to meet the President, off to we.State Convention, where he 

made a reasonably good speech but it was off a teleprompter. Not much real 

zip to it. It was awfully hot and there weren't enough people in the 

auditorium, nor were there enough people along _the parade route, and we 

were all a little concerned about it, but we hadn't got final information 

of his coming to the auditorium at all, or of the route itself early enough 

to really get the information out so people co-qld come. 

Back we went to the Minneapolis Hotel, dressed and down to the $1,000 

President's Club affair which was really quite miraculous. About 150 tickets 

to this was sold. The reception was beautifully handled. The President 

came in and moved around the entire place, .as did Lady Bird, meeting, greet­

ing, shaking hands, and spent more :hb~ an hour at it. For my part, I let 

Humphrey take him around. I moved around and saw all kinds of people that 

I hadn't seen for a long time .. Anyone would think I'm running for office 

• these days. ~be I am. Anyway every9ne. was friendly. The response was 
1 
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(-) excellent. There were more Republicans there than we've ever had at an 

affair before, and of course that was a lot of money. 

We then had a kinda nasty little experience that's hard to evaluate. 

A good deal of maneuvering about the President's visit revolved around 

the insistence of supposedly Freddie Gates to get the President to visit 

the Tran~oceanic Corporation which is a Dweyne Andreas bank and fiscal 

operation of some kind. Well, maybe that's all right, but it's kinda silly 

and Fritz Mondale for one fought it. At the conclusion of the $1,000 

reception, why Dweyne Andreas suggested we come into these off'ices,and 

Jane didn't want to go because she detests him so, and that they had a 

limousine and we could rest for• a minute before we.went over to the dinner 

which seemed logical. We got in there and sat around for a solid half 

hour and nothing happened and I got about ready to go and in comes Humphrey. 

He'd been talking to some newspaper man, and then they got Humphrey on the 

telephone and as nearly as I could tell he was calling the President or the 

Secret Service or someone insisting that the President be routed by this 

place. In the meantime we all waited, got over to the banquet at least 

35 minutes late and to make matters worse, they didn 1·t even know exactly 

wnere to take us. It all worked out, but the program started late, and by 

the time the President was there the word went up and down the tabie to 

the few of us on the program that we should cut our 2 minutes to 1 minute, 

because the President wanted his speech to get on the wires and be printed 

back East. Fritz Mondale led off with a wonderful introduction of me in 
./ ' 

terms of the spirit and the meaning and the architect and the shaper of the 

D.FL party. It was really a rare and moviM compliment. • I • actually made 

~ speech primarily to the President as such, having in ·mind that he might 



have forgotten a bit of the background of Minnesota politics and having 

in mind quite frankly the Vic~ Presidential situation. Actually it 

went very well. I thanked him for being there and reminded people of 

the heavy burdens he carried last week, which he surely did. I then 

commented on the 20th anniversary of the party and what it stood for ·in 

terms of issues rather than people, and then used the President's phrase, 

"Is it for the folks?" as a measuring criteria which meant that these_were 

his kind of people and vice versa, and spoke in terms of the poverty 

program; the Appal~chian program, the great society thenie, and peace through 

strength. He turned his head when I finished and made a very complimentary 

remark. Later when I called him to compliment him on his speech which was 

excellent for the threw awey the manuscript and just let go about building 

a better society and taking care of people and.taking advantage of our 

opportunities, he again went out of his wag to compliment me so I felt pretty 

good about that. He also said repeatedly that myself, and he grouped me 

with Walter Heller which is pretty good company, were his strong right arm. 

And, of course, in his main speech he made some very pointed remarks about 

agriculture, agricultural progress, and then stated ~hat he would be looking 

for a long time to Minnesota for guidance in agriculture. Everybody felt 

this was quite sensational and at another reception following the mamnbanquet 

where Jane and I stayed again and shook hands and visited until after 1:00 

o'clock, why dozens of people c~e up and were very, very complimentary. 

All in all, I really did enjoy it. It was an occasion when things 

went well for a change, and it was nice to have some niee things said back 

with the home folks. The 1960 defeats still bites, but • as I said in my speech 

to the DFL Convention, it's all for the best. 



Sunday morning we were up at a reasonable hour -- breakfasted -­

read the paper, and then off to church. I almost got left behind in the 

Presidential entourage. Humphrey is really pushy about thing~ like this .. 

He kinda took over and was putting people in and out of the President's 

car. I really didn't give a darn but. I almost got left al together. We 

went to Reuben Youngdahl' s chur·ch, and I thought he did a rather lousy 

job, with only passing acknowledgement of the President's presence ~d 

not even naming the rest of us by name. His sermon I thought was relatively 

indifferent. It was hotter than Billy Blue Blazes and we had to fight our 

wey- in and out through hundreds of people. 

As we drove from the church to Minnehaha par~, I was near the end 

of the ca"tal.cade and rolled down the window and put my head out and really 

had a remarkable response fran people along the curb. Almost everyone 

of them recognized me. The remarks were generally very friendly, and the 

driver, Luther Johnson offue.detective force in Minneapolis, said "Here's 

the story the reporters should have had." But as I said to him, "I don't 

know whether they like me or not, there's a big question there, but they 

do know me and that in and of itself is gratifying." Again, I sound like 

a candidate. 

Tom and I came home after the Svenskarnas Dag where the President spoke 

to 100,000 or so,and we were just one of the crowd, on a press plane coming 

back purposely on it to get a little press exposure. I'd hoped to plant a 

few Vice President seeds but it didn't work out that way. Although several 

times during the day I had a chance, as I did today when Chuck Bailey came 

in bringing one of the new guys from the Coles organization out here to help 

him in his work. When Chuck mentioned· to me that the boys on the press 
\ ) 
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, plane were asking him about my ideas on the Vice Presidential thing, he 

said he didn't know because he hadn't had a chance to talk to me, privately 

that is, he told them. I just laughed at him and said, "Well, that ought 

to be easy. After all, I've got seniority on this, I 've 1• been running 

for Vi.ce President longer than anyone else. Remeber 1960." And I let it 

ley- right there on a kind of light jocular vein. That's about the right 

wey to pley it. I've no idea what will happen:,<~but Tom has been dropping 

a few seeds now. John Duncan is going to do some work with some of the 

Southern Commissioners of Agriculture and apparently talk with Talmadge and 

Russell also. Ken Birkhead has talked to Drew Pearson and to Gil Harrison, 

who has run stories on both Humphrey.and McCarthy and I was surprised when he 

told Birkhead that he had the series planned and couldn't chang~ it now 

and wouidn ,·t run one on me. I think he's another one who is pretty emotionally 

committed to Humphrey, but I'm rather surprised that he wouldn't at least 

run the story. Anyway,I'm just going to take it light and plow ahead and 

see what happens. 

Today in the office was one of those of plowing through papers.· I 

worked on the 'phone.for a couple of hours this morning on the Food Stamp Bill 

which passed out of the Senate with only two dissenting votes for which I 

am grateful indeed. 

The Minister of Agriculture from lndia was in again and we went over 

some old ground on the new contracting for India with him. I also pretty 

much started out the day with a conference with John Baker trying to work 

out a budget policy which will really integrate our budget hearing in process 

so that policy and program as well as .the nuts and bolts of· housekeeping 

can be considered and all of this organized so that I can be informed and 

make the necessary policy decisions and establish some program priorities 



1 ,. which need to be established. Don Dawson, formerly in President· Truman's 

office, .now a lawyer and man about town, was in to lobby for sugar for 

India and Charley and I off and on spent probably an hour together todey 

discussiz:gwheat, sugar and a number of other rather nasty commodity problems 

which constantly plague us. 

I also met with an Extension Committee of young Extension .Agents in 

here for a year's special study while they get their Master•s Degree who 

were very attractive and then with a Committee that Harry Caldwell has 

established of Land-Grant College economists to review our coDDI1odityprograms. 

Now I'll be off after a bit for an evening with my son which I don't 

get too often -- just the two of us, and we're going to go and see "Seven 

Days in May", Chuck Bailey's book. 

Incidentally before this week end trip I've been talking about, we 

went on June 25 to a dinner at the home of Averell and Mrs. Harriman for 

Prime Minister Menzies and his wife from Australia. I thoroughly enjoyed this 

one. They have a lovely place. I had a long talk with Bill Fulbright and 

John McCone which covered the Viet Nam situation and also Cypress and was 

very interesting. The toast that Harriman gave calling on the experience 

of many years of friendship, going back to the period during war in England, 

was both touching and amusing. A good many prominent Washingtonians were 

there and it actually was a thoroughly delightful evening. Also on Thursday 

our session in the Bureau of the Budget turned out to be really constructive. 

·Actually, the Bureau crowd was so friendly and_ so receptive and were so 

much other than pushy that we didn't quite know what to make of it, but 



decided that we would just conclude they were happy with our general( 
\ 

progress and seemed to think we knew what we were doing. That in and of 

itself after a week of some-what doubt was welcome. 

June 30, 1964. It's hard to realize how rapidly time goes by. 

Here half of 1964is almost gone. It's 10:30 at night and I'm alone in 

the office. Just a bit ago I helped dress Mike in my tux which fit him 

reasonabJ.y well with the exception of the cummerbund which I had to pin 

up behind. He's off to the White House to dance. Tonight the President 

of Costa Rica is being entertained. I wasn't invited, but there apparently 

will be a dance under the stars and commencing at 10:00 o'clock the young 

people have been invited to attend. He was really thrilled. We~ve been 

batching it the past few days. I came back from Minnesota this week end 

and Jane steyed. She should be coming in tomorrow after speaking at ·some 

Democratic Women Events in Ohio today. It's been kinda fun to have the 

time with Mike, although of course we miss Mother. 

Yesterdey we got up and hurriedly made ourselves some.breakfast -­

cold breakfast food to be sure, and I was down here to the office with 

Mike along. _Re's been using my little office, coming down with me at 8:00. 

o'clock and then walking up to the Senate to go to work at 9:30. He ca.me 

down late in the afternoon, we went over to the cafeteria and lunched a 

bit together and then came back here and worked untilabout a quarter of 

9:00 and went out to see the Movie, "'Seven Days in May". We enjoyed the 

movie and it was just good to be together. 

Yesterdey was fairly uneventful. I worked in the morning with Joe 

Robertson and Charley Murphy a bit to try and outline a be~ter budget proce­

dure here which I think I've mentioned already so we c~ direct attention 
i 
< _- not only to housekeeping budget details but try and develop some real program 



and policy alternatives and evaluate the effectiveness of various_programs 

here which move in the direction of a common purpose or goal. 

The Secreta;ry for Food of India was in and we talked a bit about 

the futur.e of India and our P.L. 480 relations. They are concerned about 

the new agreement, but quite reasonable. I urged him to rather than apologize 

for the lack of availabilities of dry milk to try and substitute other 

things and to sell the new emphasis as a more nutritional if more difficult 

product. He was receptive. 

I was up on the Hill today for quite a ~hile, after a morning devoted 

mostly to sugar with Dan Inouye, the Senator from Hawaii. I did some lobbying 

for the poverty bill and I think we did some good in stimulating Senators 

Metcalf, Williams, and Yarborough, to help push Title III, the Agricu;ttural 

Poverty part, through the Senate. This will not be easy. Late in the after­
\ 
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noon ·I got the news that the Food Stamp Bill had passed the Senate on a voice 

vote and was very happy. Then I returned to the o~fice and discovered that 

late in the debate that stink.er, Senator Jack Miller of Iowa, a really nasty 

Republican operator who j;s always blandly friendly on a personal basis., made 

an amendment stating that nothing could be expended by way of food stamps for 

imported meat. This is what we had tried to avoid last week by shaping the 

language to read meat that could be identified by the retailer. Birkhead 

didn't even know this. Near as I can find out now, Ellender at the instance 

of Humphrey, Mansfield and others, accepted the amendment not wanting to have 

a fight on the beef question. This beef thing is really something. The 

Senators and Congressmen up there are so gun sh,r that they run from that 

issue and won't even fight back and I'm getting pretty gisgusted in connection 

https://stink.er


with it. It is true, of course, that Mike Mansfield voted against the
( 

quota thing as tacked on to the wheat and cotton bill and saved the def.eat 

of that legislation. I told Ken Birkhead tonight although our food 

people here are going crazy at this point that I thought we probabzy would 

be wise to let it stand. We' 11 check w.i.th the General Counsel, but by 

getting some kind of appropriate history in the conference report. it would 

seem to me I could issue an administrative regulation that would restrict 
,[ ' 

it to properly labeled food as being necessary to accomplish any reasonable 
.I 
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kind of enf!orcement. With that kind of a conference report, we could 

then_go ahead and let some of these wild eyed peei people scream. Right 

now it's political and they're all guy shy. Tomorrow afternoon I under-

stand the Finance Committee is going to mark-up the beef quota bill. I've 

been debating whether I should do any direct work on this now and call 

the individual members and I don't know what to do. Mansfield was realzy 

very decent before and I know he's gun shy because of the election. He 

may be highly offended if I make some personal calls and undoubtedly I 

won't be able to block this anyhow and I think we can bottle it up quite 

effectively over in the House. Nonetheless, I don't want the President call­

ing over here and asking, "What did you do?" and me respond;ing, "Nothing''. 

Ken Birkhead checked with Larry O'Brien and he said.he didn't know what to 

do either and wanted to think about it, so I guess I 1 ll let it sit and 

call Larry in the morning. Thi-sis a good example of politics and pressure 

grouping. There's been enough hollering here now so that this beef thing 

has gotten to be almost like a two edge sword and everybody over there are 

scared to raise their heads. 

Had a good squash game today at the Pentagon wit:P, Bob McNamara. He 
. -

beat me 4 to l, although they were close games and this was one day I did 



( 
want to win because Mike was over, but I didn't. I then went over to a 

reception put on by the Chemical Association for Bob Clarkson of .ARS 

who is retiring who was delighted to see me and I was quite gratified 

when he came over and said, and I think sincerely, that he had appreciated 

working for me and that he enjoyed working_for intelligent tough adminis­

trators who knew what they want and were willing to work at it. He said 

he would be willing and anxious to do anything he could in the future to 

help us out if we saw fit to ask for any help. I was glad I went. I only 

steyed for a drink and a few of the crumpets and then left when they went 

in to dinner to go dmm to a cafeter~a with Mike. We then came up here and 

he did some work on his algebra which he is trying to brush up on over the 

summer while I went back to this desk. Then as I sey, I got him all dressed 

up in black tie and he should be over there dancing on the White House roof 

( ) right now. 

The Commodity Credit Corporation met this morning and we had a bit 

of a talk about our commodity programs which deeply concern me. At the 

moment it looks like the feed grain program, even with 34 million acres out, 

will not cut surplmes in feed grains any for the estimated national output 

per acre is 71 bushels. We can't seem to get ahead of this, and ~ollowing 

the current program the cost next year would run I'm told close to $1.8 bil­

lion -- that's simply more than we can sell. We discussed program al terna­

tives and the question whether.we could make any .announcements.now so that 

farmers would have adequate notice for advance planning. We generally agreed 

that it was impossible to go into too much detail because we would expose 

ourselves politically and also there are some things that ~e don't know. 

As always, the estimates could be wey off, ve·ather could change, many things 

( ,_ .c_ould happen, and that's the wey in agriculture. 



I TIJB3'have a bit of unpleasantness with Bob McNamara on the recreation 
( 

problem, weill have to see. There is an .Allegheny Reservoir up in Penns,wl­

vania which has been in process for about 7 years where they conflict 

between the Forest Service and the Army Engineers as to who will manage the 

recreation on it. The Bureau of Outdoor Recreation in the Department of the 

Interior reviewed the matter and recommended that the Forest Service take 

it over. It was discussed briefly at a Recreation Advisory Council Meeting 

and the Army Engineers refused to discuss it. 

I wrote Bob McNamara about this sane time ago, and he referred it down. 

the ·line and nothing happened. I told him today·that I would be referring 

it shortly to the Recreation Advisory Council and that we would proceed with 

the Advisory opinion. I Just dictated a memorandum.ordering the development 

of procedures and an issue of notice that such a hearing.would be held. After 

all, this is what the Advisory Commission was set up for and this will give 
• I 

us a cha.nee to see if it will work. It is an off beat kind.of administrative 

device whereby in effect this Advisory Council is set up to advise and to 

try and resolve differences in overlapping and bureaucratic wrangles. It is 

staffed by the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation in the Departme~t of the.Interior 

which wears two hats, one a recreation operating hat within Interior, arid 

secondly a staff operating hat for the Advisory Council. I'm now Chairman 

of the Advisory Council and am anxious to get something moving on recreation. 

This will be an interesting· one if Bob McNamara doesn't do anything about it 

and we now bring it before the Advisory Council. 

One more thing about the Minnesota trip -- when the President was 

speaking, I couldn't help but chuckle when he remarked that the task.today 

is in many weys more difficult than it was back in the days of Franklin D. 

,:~ ) Roosevelt. This line that now with only a few people relatively suffering 
.....---·· 



poverty and hardship, it is harder to stimulate others to the need for( 
action than it was during the depression deys when some 20 to 30 million 

people are employed out of 140 million and it touched every family. I've 

hammered this again and again and again and the words come back. He might 

have gotten them from somewhere else. It's not exactly the most original 

thought, but it certainly amused me and reminded me and I sat down and wrote 

on a note pad and showed it to Joe Mondale, under the heading listen to 

the words come back, the fact that I made a speech in 1957down here at an 

International Assistance meeting which in effect outlined which came to be 

the Peave Corps. Then, too, as early as 1958I made a number of speeches 

entitled "The New Frontier", and actually for my·speech as a Governor from 

the Midwest titled my speech "The Bew Frontier". Within a dey- the Kennedy 

Administration had picked "The New Frontier" a~ the:ir slogan. Again it 

probably didn't come from me, but it is surely interesting bow the words 

come back. 

Wednesdey, July 1, 1964 -- 4:05 p.m. in the office. This has been a 

generally uneventful day. Mike and I came down early in the morning for 

another meeting with Congressmen and then a session.trying to figure out 

what to do about Foo~ Stamp Bill which instead of passing the Congress, rather 

the Senate, instead of passing as we wanted at the tail end of the proceedings 

an anti-foreign meat amendment was included which would make the bill almost 

administratively impossible. We are now trying to figure out whether to 

fight this in conference, or to try and interpret it administratively so we 

could live with it. We haven't decided yet. This is something of a disappoint­

ment. Then we had a legislative strategy decision which JD23'bounce back via 

Presidential intercession. This on the question of wh~ther I should try and 

block the beef quota amendment in the Senate Finance Committee which I hesitate 



( _., to do because Mike Mansfield feels very touchy about the cattle question. 

He has been beaten on by these dammed cattlemen and now wants his ame~dment 

for 5-year quotas to go through which I oppose for reasons I've given . 
.. 

It's now 7:00 o'clock at hight and I'm waiting for a call from Mike 

up on the Hill where he is still working in the Senate as the pey bill is 

debated. The matter I just dictated about has been resolved. The question 

was whether·! should go to the President before reaching a decision as to 

whether I should lobby this one and get at cross purposes with Mike Mansfield. 

I f::Lnall.y decided not to. I tried to reach Humphrey., but I couldn't., and 

later in the dey he confirmed that judgment. Then I talked to Larry O'Brien 
. . 

who confirmed it as well and who told me Just a moment ago that he had told 

the President that I had called him for some guidance on it and he had advised 

me not to g~t at cross-purpose on it. I haven't actually- talked directly to 

the President on it., but the· 'phone hasn't rung so therefore he must be at 

least resigned. We'll not have to figure out how to stop it in the Senate 
I . 

which I don't think we can do if Mike Mansfield really- wants it; or, I'll go 

over tomorrow and talk to Wilbur Mills and make :sure we get it blocked up 

in the ttee. Carl Albert was crying about it coming overWeys and Means Cormn:i. 

to the House. These cattle guys can sure kick up a real stil'lk. They're do­

ing it and it doesn't make a:ny difference what w do about. impil)rts or even 

beef prices that have moved up. They keep crying and screaming. 

So far as the Food Stamp is concerned, we have some interesting develop­

ments on that since I last dictated. It seems there is now a possibility 

that it might pass the House una.nimo.usly, as it did the Senate, and Charley 

Hoeven is considering it. This would mean accepting the language that ;Tack 

Miller put on in the Senate. That lanugage in effect ~ook out the words of 

the Senate Committee in terms of holding the retailer to not selling meat to 

I 
i 
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Food Stamp participants if it was identified as import and made the language 

mere read "couldn't sell any imported beef".· Our Legal Department worked 

on this all day and concluded there was nothing we could do to issue a 

regulation to tone this dmm. I then read through myself the Congressional 

Record and found that the discussion which preceded this language revolved 

around the question whether a processing part of a chain store operation 

would be covered in the meat they might process and send to their awn retail 

outlets and that there was no di_scussion about a little grocery store buying 

in an open market where they couldn't know whether the meat included some 

foreign beef or not, nor did it mention at all canned goods that might or 

might not have :Boreign beef in it. This being.the case it seemed to me quite 

obvious that we could issue an administrative regulation which would incorporate 

the real sense of the discussion interpreting therebt,.:::-the language which on 

its face would make the store owner responsible. I finally got the General 

Counsel and his associate around to that decision, and we are prepared to go 

along. I then called Carl Albert and talked to him about it and found at 

that point that Carl Albert had been talking to the President about s~mething 

else and the President had said, "Don't monkey with it except the Senate Amend­

ment as it went over to the House." I said to Carl, "Well that's a nice kettle 

of fish. It's a good way for the Secretary of Agriculture to find something 

out." Whereupon he backed off and said, ''Well the President was talking to me 

about something else and oust mentioned this." Apparently the President also 

talked to Larry O'Brien and Larry said he had been trying to reach me when I 

was talking to Albert, so perhaps the President really did try and communicate 

with me. In any event, these things move fast and I can't.expect to be informed 

every time the President acts, but 8IJY'failure to communicate is one of the 

problems of working with this fellow. 



I also had a rather interesting situation today with Bill Thatcher. 

We'd had some calls from Minnesota screaming about moving spring wheat 

out of Duluth, so when a call came from him this morning I delayed it until 

we got the adequate information and called back expecting him to hit the 

roof as he did the last time I called him ostensibly to discuss a bit of 

politics and got a complete turn down and a real negative reactio~ and almost 

a demand for certain things, whereupon I cut off the conversation in disgust. 

This time it was different. He called. Was reasonably friendly, amd then 

proceeded to sey he'd had his Board in and that they had made some commitments 

for political purposes to include Alec Olson, Ben Wickterman and two people 

one in South Dakota and one in North Dakota among the Congressional possibili­

ties and also he would try and help Dick Parrish. Then and only then he moved 

into the question of what they wanted and I informed him that we were moving 

wheat and would be moving it into terminals very soon now with the harvest and 

that a good deal of wheat up in Duluth had actually been sold by GTA, bought 

from·CCC out of GTA terminals and moved into export. He didn't pey much atten­

tion to that but zeroed in and said what they really wanted was the provision 

that all the wheat in the GTA elevator system, including their country elevators, 

would move through GTA terminals. He contended that it had been that way 

until we came in and we had changed it. It was that way once, but I'm.sure it 

was the Republicans who changed it. In any event, he wasn't sure about that 

but claimed his fellows had misled him. I pointed out to him that he owned most 

of the country elevators which meant that he would get most of the grain in 

the terminals and that his terminals would be full while those of other parts 

of the trade were half full and that all hell would break loose. I said this is 

a question of timing. I think there is some merit in t~is position, and I do. 

Operationally it would not hamper us. He said he wasn't too impatient and 



( could wait but he just wanted to know that I was interested and might be 

willing to do this. I indicated that I would look into it further and that 

there was a judgment factor here that we would have to pass on which included 

timing. 

Humphrey then finally calle~ me in response to my call. He had had 

Thatcher on the line, Thatcher COJJlplaining in a letter, going in:to some 

detail on the Duluth Terminal situation. He read it all off and then I 

explained to him that dead storage up there had low grade wheat, that the 

first in first out rule applied, that GTA itself had bought and moved out 

wheat-- and he threw up his hands and said he can't seem to get accurate 

information. I then told him that I had told Bill Thatcher that the thing 

to do, and Thatcher reacted favorably to this, was for Thatcher himself to 

come with several of his technical grain and operating people and to sit down 

here w.tth some of ours and go step by step through these procedures.so we 

would be talking about the same -things, that it's been too often apples and 

oranges. Humphrey was a little cross about thewhole thing and said be would 

send over the letter and asked me to follow it up, which I will. ..Anywey,. it 

was a change ofattitude and a kinda turn-around for Thatcher. Instead of 

threatening and demanding in this instance he was going forward with clear 

cut political action and hoping then that we would respond ·affirmatively to 

some of his requests so far as we properly could. Actually I had add~d the 

last. He didn't bother about the propriety and really never does, although 

certainly do. However, as he puts it, he ought to be able to run bis own 

operation and that would mean take the grain in from his own country elevators 

and there is some merit in that position. However in ligh~ of the tirade 

that has been turned loose sinee my statement about Cooperatives from the 

private trade, I would surely be vulnerable if I did this at· this time, but 

I 
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(., maybe a fight in an election yea:r with myself being attacked as the 
• \. 

Great Cooperator wouldnot necessarilJr do a:ny harm. That·' s another one 

to think about, but a:nywey I've got to look into this matter. 

The other two men that Thatcher referred to were a Ronald Red.land 

in North Dakota who he said had been long the President of CroBby Elevator 

and would be an excellent candidate who he thought could defeat Short, which 

would be a blessing, and also in Beuth Dakota a man by the name of Brown 

who he thought could beat Berry or at least give him a good run. 

July 4, 1964, 16:20 a.m. -- at home. I've been up a couple of hours, 

puttering around w.i.th my slides trying to get 1963 in order. I've got so 

many now reaching back for almost 20 years and I've gotta figure out some 

system of organizing them and also more convenient access. Acouple of months 

ago when the Stevensons were here we real.ls' went back, even back to the old 

Mexico trip of 1948and back through spots of the India, Japan, Rome-- it 

was really fun. As I browsed through some pictures this morning, there were 

some photographs that went back to inaugurals and a father's day album given 

to me by Mike, and Con in 1955. What a little guy Mike was then and now that 

big Moose of a boy 61 tall, 175 pounds, who is still sleeping upstairs. Still 

a sweet guy though. He went to bed last night kind of unhappy because late 

yesterday afternoon he tried to take a workout with•his weights and to run up 

and down the avenue here and his knee bothered him right away again. He is 

so anxious to pley football, loves sports so much, but somehow he seems to run 

into tough luck all the wey along the line. We 're spending a quiet week end 

of the 4th at home. Yesterday I slept fairly late, read the paper and had 

coffee, then waffles and brunch which literally didn't fini.sh. until after 

2:00. Mike had a friend with him and I dozed a bit, wo~ked at my desk awhile 

(_ and then went over to the hospital after calling down to Texas to the Johnson 



Ranch to talk With Dr. Berkeley because my eye has been bothering me 

and they .found over at the Naval Hospital I have a bit of a sty inside.·· 

the eye -- a•little bit of.a growth -- which they think penicillin and hot 

packs Will. take. care of.,: 

Whe11I got back we worked a.round the ·ya.rd·, had· a late .dinner, watch­

ing television and then to bed. Jane and Mike are. still sleeping, but I 

woke up a little after 8:00. I seem to do that· more and more and even though 

we don't go to bed until -real late, I'm awake quite early in·the morning. 

Increasingly about 6 hours of sleep seems to do it. 

Several interesting things as this week drew to a. close -- The President 

called a quick Cabinet meeting on Thursdey' and it was one of the most encourag­

ing ones I've seen in a long time. First of all, it was clear and sharp 

evidence of his planning a.head substantive-Wise, for he told us that he was 

,appointing about 15 task forces from outside the Government to quietl,y-review 

what we were doing to determine goals and objectives and to prepare our program. 

He told us that we should set our sights high, that we could pare down and 

adjust and determine what we could afford and what· we co~dl. pass later, but 

that the goal was clearly the goal of the Great·. Society. This was music to 

my ears. He also discussed the Civil Rights Act which he later signed, telling 

us to anticipate problems, to put it into effect sharpj:y and effectively, and 

to work closeJ..v w.J..th Lee·White in coordinating it's implication. Most of 

what he said, I've already done. I had before me a .chart running through our 

Department setting down how the Act would apply, what problems we anticipated; 

what provision we were taking to meet them and genera.l.ly outlining our whole 

procedure throughout the Department. I w.l.sh I had had a cha.nc.e to talk about 

it, but I.couldn't-very well volunteer we had done.this,•it would have been 

:,_ too self serving~ ,> . . 
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I thought for a while Thursday we were going to make it on the Food 

Sta.mp Plan. I finally convinced the General Counsel that the language 

although very strong and difficult tacked to the Food Sta.mp Bill on beef in 

the Senate could be interpreted so as to be livable. I then went and saw 

Carl Albert on Thursdey morning and we were hopeful there would be unanimous 

consent and it would go through. It almost did. Api:a rently Hoeven and the 

Republicans were willing, but then John Bell Williams of Mississippi got mad 

about something and being unhappy with the Leadership refused unanimous con­

sent and so it went down. Now it will have . to go before the House again to 

either accept the Senate changes or to send it to Conference. So near and 

yet so far. 

The Senate did pass the Pay Bill. That's a good thing because my mail 

over the week end showed an overdraw on our Checking Account. The money sure 

,~ goes out. It costs a good deal to keep up the house, that takes some help, 

heavy payments, entertaining and all the rest, and we are just barely keeping 

our head above water. In order to go on a little vacation planned for next 

week, a combination inspection trip of some of the National forests and vacation, 

we're going to have to dip into savings. ·r sure hope that pay bill takes effect 
of 

on July 1 insteaa/next January. No one seems quite clear how that will come 

out. 

Thursday we heard at the Cabinet meeting that the Civil Rights Act had 

passed the House and so I called Jane and she ca.me down. Mike was working on 

the Hill and brought a boy friend along and we went ov~r to the White House 

and observed the signing. It was a historic occasion. The President made a 

very effective statement. It was on television live to make the news shows. 

He then signed the bill with some 70 or so pens. This .jm t befo!E!e the 4th 
.....\ 

1

: • made it most timely. His appeal being. to work together to implement -the Civil/ 



Rights Act in the best tradition of the Declaration of Independence. Then 

the two boys, Jane and I went over to a little restaurant to eat and the 

boys left, Thompson taking them home to get the car, for their dates. Jane 

and I had a relaxed stroll around town, talking mostly about Connie -- her 

latest letter indicating that instead of going to Douglass she wants now to 

stay at home and go to college here. We agreed this wasn't a good idea. I 

think she would not have a:ny social life and that she needs some real campus 

exposure. So we'll have to jolly this one along. Her letters sound so 

grown up and increasingly regretfil that she's coming home. I have a 

hunch that she'll be a handful for a while. Although I don't think it'll 

be as tough as Jane does for she will slip into a routine here fairly easily 

I hope. Anywaywe better plan for it. 

Thursday I sat with the team from the Civil Service Connnission and· 

Bureau of the Budget who had spent four months reviewing Administrative 

procedures in ARS, AMS, and FHA. We could only go over it rather superficially 

but I was impressed with what they pointed out and somewhat shocked that some 

of the things they recormnendedwe had not already carried forward. This was 

particularly true in .ARS which I've known for a long time was an administrative 

mess. Now we've got to dig into it. I'm going to try somehow to get time to 

read these reports very carefully and I talked with Joe over the week end 

about setting up the mechanism to implement them so we can swiftly carry them 

forward. I notice my· .schedule ~or next week has gui te a bit of time in it for 

this kind of thing and that's good. I do think that I'm in better shape 

generally in terms of my overall involvement in Department going ons than I 

perhaps have ever been. I know a bit more about the Department, of course. We 

have ieveloped a fine cohesiveness and good morale, and now if I can keep at 

( -.....1 it we can do something about the nuts ang. polts as well as the overall policy. 



C I must sey, however, that the thought ran through my mind when the President 

notified us of the appointment to come of these overall policy program 

direction conu:n:i.ttees that our connnodity program situation sure doesn't look 

good. 

We had a brief CCC Board meeting also on Thursday and the projections 

now are that even with 34 million acres out we won't get any cut in feed 

grain surpluses and that the program if it continues unchanged would cost 

about $1.8 billion to just hold our ownnext year, or rather in 1965. This 

is more than we can afford. I'm sure Congress won't pass thif!l and we've 

got to figure out something here for all the commodity programs come into 

focus next year and there will be a major and very very difficult time. 

Any-wey, we are studying, reviewing, plotting and thinking, and it's premature 

yet to reach any conclusion. It may not be as bad as it seems. In any 

·\ event until it's clear that it is, the less said the better, and I've issued 

instructions that bits and parts of information that could be misused should 

not be released if we can help it. I think we can get by 1.llltil after election. 

After all this has been a major battleground with pros and cons and charges 

and countercharges for so long that·no one knows and therefore we do have some 

flexibility and can keep it mushed up at least until next year, I hope. 

I continue iD have some fun about the Vice President thing . Chuck 

Bailey was in to see me~ bringing in a.new reporter, and I told him I had 

been a candidate for Vice President for longer than either Humphrey or 

McCarthy and he then wrote a story that Humphrey, McCarthy and Freeman all 

potential Vice President candidates were given about equal treatment whe~ 

the President visited Minnesota. Mey-be in part this will take hold. I was 

thinking over the week end, too, how I might organize-~o command a little 

\.
/. 

attention as to our political plans within the Department for the coming year. 
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I called and discussed it with Tom, considering getting an appointment 

later on in_ the week to point out the places in the country where we 

feel we might score the best and elect Congressmen, emphasizing that 

think I can do some good in the South, and then possibly resurrecting 

the Land and People Conference held in Duluth almost a year ago with the 

thought that something compm-able to the Appalachain plan might be pro­

posed in that area and made a campaign issue. Anyway I'm reflecting on 

that. 

\ ) 
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Material prepared 
·by Under Secretary Murphy 
July - 1964 

Orville L. Freeman as a 
Candidate for Vice President 

Major _qualifications needed in a Vice Presidential candidate 

are --

(1) The ability to discharge the duties of the Presidency if 

he should succeed to that office. 

(2) The ability as Vice President to perform services valuable 

to the -President, and 

(3) The ability to campaign effectively to bring votes to the ,, 

ticket. 

These three qualifications are not mutuaJ.ly inconsistent. The 

·same personal attributes contribute to each of them. Political experience 

and ability, for example, are needed for all three; and may well be needed 

most in discharging the duties of the Presidency itself. Remember Herbert 

Hoover -- a brilliant man who had been a capable administrator -- but he 

had no political experience. 

Orville Freeman has the needed combination of abilities and 

experience to a greater degree than any of the other potential candidates 

discussed today. 

1. Experienced Poli ti cal Leader. Elected Governor of Minnesota 

three times, he established the organizational. structure of the Minnesota 

DFL party as its state chairman in the late 19401s -- the structure that 

transformed the Democratic party from the minority to the majority. He is 

an experienced and e~fective.campaigner. He broke a 16-yea.r. GOP stranglehold 

on the State house in 1954. He understands people, and they understand him. 
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He stimulates and draws to the party capable and talented people, creating 

a leadership reservoir. The record shows that he knows how to make 

government work in a democracy where public opinion and legislative 

opinion have to be recltoned with. As Secretary of Agriculture, he. has 

gained the respects of members of the Congress and their staffs. He works 

constantly to ma.inta.in and improve relations with the Hill. He has learned 
I 

the procedures, methods and lore of the Congress and knows how.to operate, 

He has gained the respect of the conservatives and rates tops with the 

liberals. 

2. Proven Executive. Ten years of executive experience in 

major public offices -- although still only 46. As Governor of Minnesota 

for six ye~s, he ran a tip-top state administration. As Secretary of 

Agriculture, he has revitalized that Department with ~ts far-flung agencies 

and c;i_prograrns. He has tightened operating management, installed modern 

procedures and processes, strengthened auditing, inspection and cost control. 

activities, and dealt firmly with misconduct. He has moved_ strongly to 

eliminate discrimination in employment. In all this, he has furnished the 

kind of leadership that has the morale of the Department at a peak. 

3. Successful Secretary of Agriculture .. Even in this impossible 

job, he has been a success. Riding herd on a jolting technological revo­

lution in agriculture, .he has regained control of the commodity pregrams 

that had run wild with Benson. Under his administration the strengthening 

of the family farm has been made, the central objective of fa.rm programs . 

• \ ...., .• 
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Major qualifications needed in a Vice Presidential candidate 

are --

(1) The ability to discharge the duties of the Presidency if 

he should succeed to that office. 

(2) The ability as Vice President to perform services valuable 

to the -President, and 

(3) The ability to campaign effectively to bring votes to the 

ticket. 

These three qualifications are not mutually inconsistent. The 

same personal attributes contribute to each of them. Political experience 

and ability, for example, are needed for all three; and may well be needed 

most in discharging the duties of the Presidency itself. Remember Herbert 

Hoover - - a brilliant man who had been a capable administrator - - but he 

had no political experience. 

Orville Freeman has the needed combination of abilities and 

experience to a greater degree than any of the other potential candidates 

discussed today. 

1. Experienced Political Leader. Elected Governor of Minnesota 

three times, he established the organizational. structure of the Minnesota 

DFL party as its state chairman in the late 19401s -- the structure that 

transformed the Democratic party from the minority to the majority. He is 

an experienced and e~fective campaigner. He broke a 16-yea.r·GOP stranglehold 

on the State house in 1954. He understands people, and they understand him. 
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He stimulates and draws to the party capable and talented people, creating 

a leadership reservoiro The record shows that he knows how to make 

government work in a democracy where public opinion and legislative 

opinion have to be reckoned with. As Secretary of Agriculture, he has 

gained the respects of members of the Congress and their staffs. He works 

constantly to maintain and improve relations with the Hill. He has learned 

the procedures, methods and lore of the Congress and knows how.to operate. 

He has gained the respect of the conservatives and rates tops with the 

liberals. 

2. Proven Executive. Ten years of executive exper"ience in 

major public offices -- although still only 46. As Governor of Minnesota 

for six years, he ran a tip-top state administration. As Secretary of 

Agriculture, he has revitalized that Department with its far-flung agencies 

and r,1_programs. He has tightened operating management, installed modern 

procedures and processes, strengthened auditing, inspection and cost control 

activities, and dealt firmly with misconduct. He has moved strongly to 

eliminate discrimination in employment. In all this, he has furnished the 

kind of leadership that has the morale of the Department at a peak. 

3. Successful Secretary of Agriculture. Even in this impossible 

job, he has been a success. Riding herd on a jolting technological revo­

lution in agriculture, .he has regained control of the commodity programs 

that had run wild with Benson. Under his administration the _strengthening 

of the family farm has been made the central objective of f°arm programs. 
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He has made a major attack on rural poverty through the Rural Areas 

Development program. He has improved consumer activities of the 'Department 

and greatly increased the public's awareness of the American fa.m:i.ly farm 

as the abundant provider of food at reasonable.~rices. He has spoken up 

for the use of this abundant food for the benefit of people at home and 

abroad .. He has sought aggressively and success~ly to broaden foreign 

marltets for U. s. f~ products. He has acquainted himself with every 

detail of the Department's operations by driving himself relentlessly. 

He is demanding of his subordinates, but demands more of himself. His 

physical stamina is amazing. 

Today, more than at any time in the past, the vice presidential 

candidate will be measured by how he would perform as President. Thus how 

would Freeman measure up: 

Power He understands it, is not afraid to use it; he uses it 

solely in the public interest to fashion support for 

the issues and policies he believes in. 

Issues -- Freeman is a liberal of the new generation of 

political leaders. He is not doctrinaire, but rather 

a pragmatic, ~roblem solting politician. He believes 

that political freedom exercised through democratic 

government can produce the maximum social and 

economic freedom for the individual. 
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Instinct: Freeman has highly developed political 

antennae. As Secretary of Agriculture -- a job hardly 
. . 

guaranteed to win friends -- he has avoided becoming 

a political :hate symbol, a fate so often at-tached to 

the of:fice. He can sense movements of pu.blic opinion 

and is adept at timing his-actions ·to take advantage 

of the momentum of opinion. 

to communicate -- Freeman has a quick, retentive mind. 

He absorbs complex issues readily and can reduce them 

to easily comprehensible terms. If he has any fault, 

it is that he assumes that. others can absorb as much 

detail as he does at one time. But even when he 

presents a mass of detail, he does it in a clear, 

logical and orderly way. 

He has the knack of dramatizing a story, of finding 

the best headline. He can quickly sense the mood of an 

audience and mold his comments accordingly. He rarely 

allows a gulf to come between him and his audience. He 

is particularly effective on t~levision, projecting 

sincerity, warmth and intelligence. His forceful 

personality comes across clearly. 
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. Courage -- Freeman carries one visible sign of his courage -­

a scar at the left side of his chin where a Japanese 

bullet struck him as he led a marine patrol on 

Bouganville Island during World War II. He has led 

·many other battles since then. In the early days of· 

the DFL, he led the fight when all Communist influ­

ence was removed from the party. As a Governor he 

fought for income tax withholding, a propos·al the 

Republicans opposed bitterly. In six years, he con­

vinced the public of his position and a Republican 

legislature adopted withholding shortly after he left 

office. He lost his bid for an unprecedented fourth 

terin as Governor partly because he advocated higher 

•ta."{es in order to support education and welfare services 

knowi_ng it would take all his political credit to 

achieve passage of the tax measure. A Lutheran iP. a 

state where Protestants are suspicious of Rome, he 

nominated the.first Catholic President and then 

personally led the fight against rising anti-Catholic 

sentiment in the closing days of the campaign when he 

knew it could lose him votes. 

While he has learned exceedingly well that legislation 

is a compromise best achieved through pressure and 

persuasion, his determination once he·has connnitted 

/ 
i 
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himself is an awesome thing. Whcmthe farm bill was 

narrowly defeated in 1962in the House, he picked 

himself up from the floor and spent most of that night 

constructing a new version which eventually was 

enacted. 

He has, since coming to Washington, learned to exer­

cise his political courage with more subtle skill. 

As Governor, he found himself generally identified 

with the negative points on many political. issues. 

As Secretary, he has led fights on unpopular issues 

but has avoided negative identification. Rural people 

generally seem to associate Freeman with what they 

like and they associate their dislikes with the system 

" or with others. 

National Figure -- Freeman is not publicly or privately_ identi­

fied with any interest group, but is known and respec.ted 

among the leaders of all groups. His ties with organized 

labor are especially strong, as they are with liberal 

groups in general. Labor knows him best as a Governor 

who is willing to step into an explosive strike situa­

tion and defuse it so that collective bargaining can 

be allowed to work. His support for education and· 

public welfare programs aligns him positively with these 
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groups, and his success as Secretary to put a workable 

food stamp program together further strengthens his 

position. 

He has an outstanding record as a conservationist 

beginning wi"th his success as Governor to improve 

fish and game, forests and water resources. His actions 

as Secretary to accelerate soil and water conservation 

work through small. watershed program, the 10-year 

Forest development program and the wetlands program 

add to his record. 

As Secretary he has greatly strengthened his relations 

with the business community. The timber and lumber 

industry feel their relations with the Forest Service 

are vastly improved, primarily because Freeman has 

settled many long standing problems. They feel they 

can get a respectful hearing. Freeman's strong stand 

on access to the CommonMarket for agricultural product·s 

has gained him impressive stature in the business 

connnunity. 

Ethics -- As a public figure, Freeman carries a strong identi­

fication with high moral character and ethical conduct 

of public business. He issued the first code of ethics 

for public employees in Minnesota and.proposed the 
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first code of ethics for legislators. His three 

administratiens as Governor were free of any scandal 

involving appointed or elected officials using their 

office for personal gain. As Secretary he has estab­

lished procedures -- particularly the Inspector General's 

office -- for early detection of -wrongdoing in any pro­

gram area in order that quick and effective corrective 

action can be taken. 

Family -- A dominant characteristic of Freeman is his strong 

sense of family responsibility. This trait is. pa.rt of 

his political personality, but his public life is so 

well blended 'With his private life that it adds to an 

strengthens the family ties. His wife, Jane, is a 

remarkable person and an outstanding campaigner. She 

has a warm direct personality which projects.itself 

naturally in groups and pa.rticu1arly over television. 

A capable organizer, she can be quietly but firmly 

insistent on her point of view. She is an essential 

part of Freeman's political personality and one of his 

best political.assets. 

The major opportunity which the election of 1964presents to the 

Democratic party is to enl.a.rge and consolidate its support among the younger 
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families in the suburbs -- the people of the new generation and the new 

communities who are inspired and lifted by the concept of The Great Society. 

Freeman is of their generation. He built the Democratic Party 

in Minnesota from among them. With strong, young, enthusiastic leader­

ship, the Democratic Party under Freeman made its breakthrough and main­

tained extraordinary strength among the new generation. As Governor, 

Freeman anticipated the needs of a state in the midst of rapid urbanization 

and industrialization, and put together a program which met those needs. 

Since his first days in politics, he has shown a perceptive under­

standing of the potential for abundance in America and the constant thread 

in his public statements has been a plea for the Great Society, in concept 

if not in that exact phrase. 

The Goldwater candidacy says that the Republicans reject the facts 

of this new age which the new conmrunities recognize either consciously or 

intuitively. Goldwater will be more than an anachronism for these people; 

he will be a positive threat to all that they have created or potentially 

will create. 

If the Democrats are to capitalize on this fatal error -- and they 

have shown a willingness to do so in projecting the concept of a Great 

Society -- the Vice-Presidential candidate should be a person who projects 

strongly and positively the potential. of the new community. He should be 

identified as one who has grown up with the problems of the new community 
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and one who knows how to deal with these problems. He should be conscious 

of the Nation's power as the dominant force in world af'fairs, for the new 

comnrunities are the source of this power. But he also should be able to 

bridge the gulf between the old and new America ... to understand the forces 

of change and to show that the effects of change must be handled 'With 

patience and care. 

Freeman has the knowledge and ability to argue the case for 

solving both old and new problems with the power of the new comnnmity. He 

can do more than any other prospective Vice Presidential nominee to identify 

the Democratic Party as the part of the future to the generation now coming 

to power. 

7/10/64 



July :aj, 1964 - 10:55 a.m. in the Office. The last couple of deys have 

been rather interesting. I dictated last week about the change of climate with 

Bill Thatcher. Humphrey got into the act and we have been trying to do some 

things that he wants pursuant to his call and change of attitude. Then he 

called this week about a strike at the Head of the Lakes which was giving 

him serious trouble. He wanted some adjustments ma.de here, particularly that 

which would involve a higher handling charge on grain which would mean a higher 

resale price by the Corporation and give them some more potential profit...~~?,?~~ 
. : .•..... 

. -:::•:~?:}"-' margin. This apparently so he could pay a bit more on the contract to labor 

under negotiation. I thought a.bout this over night and then went back at him 

saying that I wanted him to take up to his Board what he could do to help me 

if he wanted me to help him in this way, to wit, (1) to mee"j:;the bread tax 

charge which we are now gettililg because. the millers raised the price of flour 

even though they had bought wheat in June mu.ch cheaper than a year before 
. . 

and this is being used around the country as a vindication for the Farm 

Bureau's bread tax position. It is not a justified increase and I asked his 

help in trying to set the record straight through GTA and the other members 

in the Federation of Grain Cooperatives. Rod Leonard talked to Roy Hendrickson 

about this and discovered they were not very responsive because as Hendrickson 

put it they didn't want to lose any customers. So here we find Gra.iin Coops 

unwilling to up-set millers even though a program. vital to their producer 

members is at· stake. Ironic, isn't it? Anyway, that wasn't Thatcher's reaction,. 

we '11 have to see what he says. (2) The Republicans and the Farm Bureau are 

hammering awey at a $1.30 wheat i~ the market place now, pointing oµt this is 

only 50 percent of parity, adding it to other parity figures to contend long 

and loud that this Administration has brought agriculture to a sorry impasseJ 
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the ·worst income, the worst parity in history. This of course conveniently 

ignores the Government payments and the whole adjusted parity ratio net income 

figures which tell the true story. If I can get Thatcher to go along on these 

things we can in all good conscience, actually we probably 10.ll anywey, go 

along ~n the 11/2 cent carrying charge business. The old man also continued 

hammering away at us to get a policy that grain from :member elevators will go 

through the terminals of the parent. This would give GTA terminals a lot of 

grain for they own a lot of line elevators. This we 're staffing out. Humphrey 

put some pressure on me to do this yesterday, seyi:ng we might as well help 

our :friends, the other guys are going to be more and more against us· as election 

comes a:nywey. 

Thatcher also continued his efforts to have some kind of an operating 
0 

rule that we would not pennit the storage of grain by millers.who in this 

fashion were in effect able to carry their own inventories. This intrigues 

me particularly because these guys are playing horse with us and increasing 

the price of flour at a time like this. Both of these we are staffing out. 

In the meantime, I'm playing tit for tat with Thatcher and we'll have to see 

where the ball bounces. 

I ju.st came back this ·morning from an early morning meeting with 

Ellender and it wasn't a very satisfactory meeting. It points the wey to 

some future problems quite clearly in the commodity field. Night before last 

Jane and I had a long talk about all of this for these toug~ problems down 

the road; plus a difficult.President to work for who doesn't understand agri­

culture actually as well, at least I don 'tin.ink he does, I must say honestly 

don't know, as did President Kennedy, gives me pause as to.where 11e go from 

here. The Vice Presidential situation being fluid adds to this. Tom is 



making some contacts with people around who might drop the thought in the 

President's ear of "Freeman for Vice _President'.'. This is really about ·a11 

we can do. There have been stories the last week end that Bobby Kennedy is 

seriously interested and polls allegedly showing Humphrey the odds on favorite 

of Party people and discussion of other possibilities including McCarthy, as 

well. Humphrey has earned this -- McCarthy certainly hasn't, but its interest­

ing, and I must sey somewhat admirable, the wey McCarthy has been able to 

parlay nothing into something by working rather cleverly with some of the 

columnists around town and getting his name.identified on the Vice Presidential 

thing. Jane says she doesn't think he has a chance based on her sense of the 

relationship between the two men and their respective personalities and I tend 

to agree. Nonetheless, he might want a Catholic on the ballot and McCarthy 

would be a fairly bland one acceptable to liberals and a pretty good counter­

balance to his pragmatism. 

Thursday, July :.9, 8:50 -- ·down in the office at home. Time surely 

flies by and it's hard to get to this dictating. I was last relating some 

perspective plans or at least evaluations of the si t·uation and a few things 

have happened since then. Yesterday morning I was up to see Senator Ellender, 

and this Diary includes a recap of that conversation. It gave me paase and 

made me think a bit more about where and how from here for Ellender was quite 

cryptic in connection with farm programs that cost any money in the future. 

The road doesn't look very pleasant in that regard. Willard Cochrane's prognosis 

before he left of a steady climb in the cost of all the voluntary programs, 

plus crop repor~s, ~d all indications of continued increased production, with 

a fall off in utilization, poses a rather bleak picture. There is probably 

goi~ to have to be a wringing out process here and I'm not sure that I'm the 

-.l one to maneuver it along. It's premature to make any decisions yet, but it's a 

r. 
, t_ •'• 
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( good idea to give some thought to where to now. In that connection the 
',. 

Vice Presidential thing does keep popping up. Today, I had a press 

conference. It was designed to meet some of the criticism during the 

transition of the wheat program, particularly prospective increases of 

flour prices not justified by wheat price, also the Farm Bureau onslaught 

in the heavy corn and light wheat areas where they're posting elevators 

contending that it is Freeman's farm program that has produced $1.30 wheat. 

Conveniently forgetting that the farmers voted for $1.26 wheat in Mey-of 

1963 and we have rescued them who want to cooperate by setting up the 

certificate plan now. Nonetheless an elevator posted to show $J.30and 

then contending there would be 70¢ more for the producer if it weren't for 

the certificate may be a bald face lie but few farmers would detect it,.. 

I don't worry about this in the areas where there was heavy compliance 

for with the ce'rtificate and the pay for it, the farmer wouldn't be misled; 

but where there was 30 percent or less like in the corn areas or the 15 acre 

wheat farmer it's a different story. Anyway I hit out . at that today. Also 

talked about the increase in beef prices and the cutback in beef imports 

and took a blast at the beef quota bill now pendin~. I talked to the President 

about that again this week and he's· gettin real itchy because that beef bill ,., 

is going to pass the Senate all right and we've got to block it in the House. 

Today I talked to Speaker McCormack, George Ball and Larry O'Brien about it 

and there is some reasoni".o believe that the Speaker will oblige by. either 

sitting on it or trying to send it to Wilbur Mills' Weys and Means Committee 

where he'll sit on it. To do the latter requires some Parlimentary maneuvers 

and we a.re trying to work those out. We-~re also likely to }lave some problems 

about the Food Stamp Bill. We decided to turn the food.industry, particularly 



( • . the retail chain grocer organizations loose on the cattlemen, pointing out. 

that the beef provision in the Eood Sta.mp Bill would preclude the purchase: 

of any kind of canned goods that had any kind of meat in it for the retailer 

couldn't know but what there might be a little impori?ed meat. This can't 

do any harm. It's hard to tell what will come. .Anyway as a part of the 

press conference, Bill Blair of the New York Times asked me about whether 

I would accept a VimPresidential designation. Luckily Ken Birkhead tipped 

me off just befo~e the Press Conference. He didn't tell me, which Tom did 

later, that he and Tom had decided to try and plant in Bill Blair's ear 

getting Scotty Reston to write a story on me as a Vice Presidential possi­

bility, but he did alert me and gave me a minute to think and I responded to 

the question by seying that I didn't see any reason to change my position 

from 1960 when I was actively considered and receptive till now but that 

depended upon the President. This got on the wires. I hope it gets around 

and gets some attention. Anyhow, we'll see. There has also been a rash of 

stories lately trying to che~ Bobby Kennedy because of an interview he gave 

which sounded quite egotistical, stating that all of the Democrats in the North 

were for him and not as many in the South were against him as people thought. 

Actually this was a kind of informal off the record interview misused by 

Bradley of Newsweek but it turned loose a rash of connnents, some quite critical. 

There has also been considerable connnent that Bobby's recent trip to Poland 

was really occasioned by his des•ire to get in the public eye and was a part 

of a campaign for Vice President. I really do believe it is and I rather sus­

pect that Bobby doesn't know what to do. Although apparently he is tired.of 

being Attorney General and very interested in the foreign field .. Speculation 

seys that he'd like to be Secretary of Defense or State, but that's about 

all. Also, a story in the paper this week when he brought some Attorney 

https://tired.of


Generals at a conference over to see the President that they were very 

friendly_ and palsy-walsy one with another. Well it's interesting specu­

lation. Jane thinks it is.extremely doubtful that I will get. the nod and 

I agree. However, it doesn 1t·hurtto keep the thought in the mind of some 

people if the occasion should arise. 

George Mehren said this week that Harold Lowenthal, General Counsel 

of the National Committee, had reported my name as one of those in active 

consideration over there. Time will tell. 

One of the things Jane and I discussed was what it would mean to Mike 

if we should leave here. I'd been worried.and thinking about this but she 

didn't feel it need be of great concern. It would be unfortunate to take 

him aw9¥ from school his last year, but in his junior year it wouldn't be so. 

bad. I have tried to call Kirkpatrick to generally talk about the college 

thing, but he's been out of town on vacation. The more I think about it the 

more I think it important that there are some alternatives. If I'm going 

to see through this commodity program business, it's going to take some pretty 

strong support and understanding over at the White House _and we'll only get 

that I think by the shock treatment of being Deady to leave and staying only 

if he really wants me. I 'm pulled and will be pulled of course two weys. 

Administratively and in terms of building a cohesive Department we're beginning 

to make some very real progress. I'm tremendously fond of the people here 

and I know that in another couple of years there is a great deal more to be 

done. I know, too, that our whole rural development, rural renewal, rural_ 

renaissance, as it were, program is important to the country and is making very 

real progress. The same can be said for food use and our international 

. i 



posture, Food for Peace, technical assistance and all the rest. The 

stumbling block of course will be the commodity programs and they look 

tough. Actually after 4 years we've .p.sed up about all the time we have 

now the Congress and others will want -results. They won't want to pay the 

bill -- they don't realize, or want to realize, that this is a process 

not a problem and having been around for 4 yee:rs there is little room for 

leeway in producing the end produc_t -- and yet that's virtually impossible. 

I surely don't want to take a powder from a tough problem -:-- on the other 

hand I'd better be realistic enough to recognize when the time has come when 

I can no longer do much good. That may not be. Time will tell but it's 

surely something to think about. The more I've reviewed in my mind the tl?,ought 

of returning,to law practice, the less I am enamoured with it~ I rather fear 

that I would find it rather dull. On the other hand, I think I might really 

make some money and would be in a position to have some flexibility for doing 

some special assignments and getting involved again which is very possible. 

The same of course would be true in some college administrative job. Anyway 

I'm going to have to do some hard-headed thinking about that, really the 

kind I didn't do back in 1958 when I could have b~en elected to the Senate 

instead of McCarthy if I'd seen fit to run instead of carrying him in. on my 

back. I should have realized then that there was trouble ahead in Mi"nnesota 

because of the tax situation, bu~ who uould have foreseen the drop in the National 

economy. Anyhow, I don't propose to drift into a box the same wey again .. It's 

too tough an experience and as Jane has.said, "You can't expect much from LBJ. 

He's got his course to run and he's going to use and dispose of people accord-

ing to that course as the occasion requires it." 
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. ,_·:.Dear Bill: , ·J :-. · 

. . . . ~ 1• ·~... 
•· '.. f t I

• .. -: . ; I m delighted that the President is appointing a series of task to~ces ·;; .. 
to review and evaluate Government-wide operations in various program ii· 
areas and to make recommendations for the future. Presently we have a J ;: . 
task force set up by the National Agricultural Advisory Commission -;/ .• 
including leading economists from Land-Grant Colleges doing that tor 
the Department of Agriculture. They-will., I'm ·sure., supplement wha.t 

.. • the President has 1n mind. • 

You can be certain that the Department of Agriculture will cooperate 
in making available .information and will welcome all the help it can 
get from such an evaluation. • 

i, ,. 
,. 

... - ('•In the meantime it might be use:f'ul to . you and to such a task force for . 
' me to sketch brief'l.y the Farm Program for the 60 • s., the overall approach • C...... . :-to agriculture which we have been taking these pa.~ 3½ years. The d ..,: 
,> 
.... ,· :: .-_ history of' the program together.with background documents such as :i-•: ._: 

-:._· ::._._. presentations to the Congress and some addresses whicp. have . selected . ii .:. . . ' 
•· • : • • ·, • been given over the years might al.so be help:f'ul background f'or the ·• ·; ·· :-• • 

\:<,Task Force and speech writers. iL.-,\:.,·: 
\ : We do have a clear-cut policy f'or agriculture. We do not simply sle.p H ' ~-• .-l..... ·, -~­

. · .. • • . · : : a patch on an inner tube here and there 1n ,order to keep going. .Since f}.·, :·._•. > . · : 
. ," :·· _:/,:_·,·the advent of th~s Administration there has been a clear concept of the J \·.-:._:· • .• •• ~-

• •. t_• • ... ·goal.a we seek of expanded food use and better incomes f'or f'arm people. './. • .... . C 
••• ;· We haven't been abl.e to go forward in a straight line, but the goals ;; • ~-,:-

are still clearly marked. We continue to move toward them. ·. J ·• .\· :·J. F 

·; 11· 
Rather than being a "probl.eni" agriculture actua.lly is America's No. 1 • ! , •• _· •• · 

·,\• 
economic success story. Pro bl.ems of' adjustment are the to be expected :.< t · 

. by-product • of . such· a success story.· The • output of the average agricul.• • 

. tural. worker the l.ast decade has increased almost three times as much 
as the average 1ndustr,1al. worker., and 50 percent more produc.tion per •.. 
acre ~ 10 years ago is_ commonplace. . It. is :1ncreUble ..tQ: r_ealize .....· 

.. -: ,; • '• : ~ ...•• .' •..•.......'. 
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. that fewer than 8 percent of the people in this country produce enough '! , 

food and fiber to feed the balance better and cheaper in terms of take 
home pay than any people any time in the history of ~ind •. • Further, 
we give away to our needy at.home three-4uarters of a billion dolls.rs 
worth of food each year, distribute some two billion dollars worth 
around the world under our Food for Peace Program, sell for dollars 
4.2 billion dollars worth and still have e.n estimated 25 percent 
mn1sed capacity. The wn:r.ld hac. never seen anything like this. It is 
the forerunnr--r of our new Age of Abundance which makes possible The 
Great Society, · • • -

In terms of the goal we seek to reach and the overall three dimensional·. 
program to reach it, reference is made to Enclosure #1 an address I • 
delivered several months ago a·t the University of Maryland. 'l'he President, 
in speaking to the farm editors several weeks ago, changed point 3, 
Food Programs, to Consumer Programs and this makes the progr~ one which • · • 
since we have called The Three C's. • 

Let me then touch on each of The Three C's. 

1. Commodity Programs 

Pages 6, 7, and 8 of Enclosure l set down our commodity programs 
in a positive but general context. The address I delivered to the GTA , 
December 10, 1963, Enclosure 2, and at the Midwest Democratic Conference: 
on May 9, 1964, Enclosure 3, might be called bread and butter speeches, ' 
for they itemize overall programs including the related proi3rams which :: 
are so important to commodity production. I would emphasize that we 
are not dogmatic or doctrinaire·about commodity programs; but that it 
is simply elemental economics that when there is mo~e supply than the 
market can absorb, supply must be adjusted or chaotically low prices 
with widespread deflationary effects will result. 

,, 

2. Community Programs 

Our rural area development pr9gra.m is set down in considerable detail 
·, 

:i •. 
•• in testimony I gave before the Senate Subcommittee on Agricultural l 

Appropriations, Encl.osure 4. Youwill· note that this community develop-: 
ment program now encompasses some 2,000 counties involving approximately 
100,000 people on local committees.· Ea.ch county has in addition a . 
Technical Action Panel composed of ranking officials of the operating· 
programs of. the ·Department of Agriculture within the c.ou."lty (FHA, SCS, 
FS, FES, ASCS), to give technical assistance to local leadershipq The· 
President's poverty program, the Appalachian program, and a variety of 
other programs to improve-rural America fit within this operating frame-. 
work which seeks to reach. every rural county •in America-~ . Special· ... 
concentration is direct~d to the poverty areas a • 

https://dolls.rs
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•.3. Consumer Programs 
.
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. ·' ·. ·.:. ,• sive:'~ ~•=• "id~~!:=t ~· ~;J:;•l1=i~5, ;!!fn \ .•.. 
.1963, Enclos~e 5, and in Rome, Enclosure 6, as well as arecent 
speech directed more toward commercial trade which I de1i vered in .New H> 

• yi:irk City on May 21, 1964-. ..J · .. 
:! : ' 

' It can be clearly demonstrated ·that our technical assistance and food · ir • • · 
aid programs build markets f'or our agricultural productivity as well ••H· · 
as furthering humanitarian and foreign policy objectives. Domestically ; . 
our surplus distribution program reaches some six million people~ The ..-:l. 
Executive Order which more than doubled the quantity and quality of •.::;t.·:·· 
·food made available was the first issued by President John F. Kennedy. ·;[_: • 
The Food Stamp Program started by the Secretary on a pilot basis to- : :. -,\' • 
gether w1th school- lunch and other institutional feeding programs : • } :· : 
play a vital parj; • in rea$ing the needy and making effective •use of ·. ;i/ .. 
our agricultural abundance at home. • •• < 

• ,,I•', 

!~ .. 

• ·I believe some power~ messages could be delivered by the President , \!. 
on the subject of food use both domestic and world-wide. Enclosure 
T is a speech· I made to the World Food Congress, June 5, 1963. :1 
Enclosure 8., a message to. the Food for Peace Council delivered J 
September 30, 1963, will be useful. Testimony on the Food Stamp Plan, . :/ 
Enclosure 9, was presented to the Senate .Agriculture Committee· on } 
June 18, 1964. · • . . :i 

'.i • 

I think it is particularly thrilling to note the.increased use of food ·/ 
as capital in developing countries. By that I mean food for wages to •;d 

• build roads, dams, schools, irrigation and drainage, the opening of new . \ 
lands and as a supporting elem~nt in land reform. An ancillary benefit './ 
in our foreign aid programs when food is used is the fact that the J 
receiving country must organiz~ its people to properly· distribute the ·. ;j' · 
food. • In this fashion they learn democratic practices. This is par• .:i . 
ticule.rly important in countries which have a deep suspicion and even :_:_1...:_··. ·~.':, 

revulsion of their own govermnent which is far too often the case. 1 

•...~ f i: ' :-. 
' • ,1 ... 

,•.. l3oth the community programs and the consumers programs blend themselves J/ •. •. / •
' :·very effectively to the President's theme o~ the Great Society. • Per- •.J.> • >,0-: 

• • sonally, I think this is an excellent theme and a very challenging and J '··._: • '. • • 
dramatic one. • I have eajoyed· using' it and inclu(ied a commencement . .ff.. : . , i • 
speech delivered· in West· Virginie.., June 10., -~964.,Enclosure 101 and • . j .: 
one· delivered to several labor unions, Enclosure. 11.,. and to an REA, •. •. /. :··, .• 

• :c~ur~t~he~!!.~~~~e:;:i~ tobuild up ?0::.~~~r~~~~-~---<~~~~~~s·:.:··:i,::-;_·.-::: 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • . ::·~: . : .• : • ~, . ; . . . .. . . _.. : • •. • • ; •• JI' • • • 

. ~ :, . • • • . • •. • : • :-. .: :·:!.-,. ..... :- ·._;,. ': ·: •. j\. . '. 

':•,·, .••• ,: I, :··, ,,'.•:·,:·_;· •• • -,.:, ,1,•; ·.::;- .'>i',:.,•~,:•/i•{•,_.: 
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-: ; • There are some 12,000 to 15~000 farmers selling recreation f'~r cash .•..1, _:. •.' ·.. • •• , 

today. It is timely to emphasize l'.e.creation for it has a meaning 
for city people hungering for .recreation, for farmers .looking for · H 

• more income, 8.I!-d for taxpayers. It is very dif'ficul t to . get .a comm.on • ';I 
interest between city and country these days. Recreation provides· an :) 
increasingly useful bridge. , · , · d

' 

•:·· Much of 
when I 
outlined 

•was still 

. . : J 
•,• ., 

which I've outlined in very brief' form above I had in mind· 'J 
first became Secretary of Agriculture •. Much of it had bee·n '.

~:·ilin speeches and special messages to the Legislature while I 

. ,., •fishing, water 
land will meet 
as well~ This

.. •. \ \. 
with voluntary 

Governor of Minne~ota. Certain 
· '· • to be kept in mind. 

:,.. ' 
1. overproduction is a simple fact 

work out the machinery to bring about the 
supply and demand at a reasonable cost to 

The following b;ief 
... •. m_av-., be usetul..r_ · 

• I : •• 

• . __ ..., ... 

:f'undamentals need, I think, • l 
• 

of' life. The problem is to 
neces~ary balance between 
the taxpayers.without undue 

rigidity in the ·econOl;llic ;process so needed adjustments can t~e place. 

2. Ba.sic resource adjustment must be accomplished. Usually you 
hear this in tenns of moving people out of agriculture. Actually that's 
putting the cart before .the horse for moving. people does not move the.· 
land, and in many cases land from small farms will be combined into .. 

. ·. , • •~ larger units and will produce more rather than less. The basic prob-. 
lem is to move land permanently into alternative and more economic • 
uses. This is what the Rural Area Development program is all about. 
The larger pot·ential alternative to crop-use is grazing. The long-run 
potential is good, but the short-run ·problem of' low cattle prices 
prevents large scale diversion to grazing for the time being. So we 

11will probably have to reconcile ourselves to "land idJ.ing, and we are 
working on ways and means of linking long-term land-use programs to 

.· . 'the commodity programs. In addition 
. 

we are moving land into recreation 
uses, such as golf courses, picnic and camping, riding, hiking, hunting,!. ' .. 

sport· uses; or into wood lots. In all of these uses • 
a growing economic need and provide income to the farmer 

••·: ··:. • 

, · 

\. 
;[,
:! •• 

·l 
:1 
,· 
.1 
i,. 
: ...' 

l .
i .. 

-
,I -• · 
: \ . 

of course takes time in a Democratic society. And •. -i .., .'.:. ·,, • . 
commodit:, programs, it will take 

Seeing the goal and .having in ~d a number of 
,.,:. : :· i.''l . not me!3,Ilthe.t the:, can immediately be put into 
, , .. ~:, .:. i :. :: ... ~.- .:_ must act -- legislation ·and appr~priations must 

• ·I .• , • 
a great deal ot money-.· .f. • .... ·.: _;_.,. 

routes to reach it does\ 
practice. Congress•' 
be t'o~hcoming • 

historic.irecap ot .the etto;rts··.ot. thiifAdministration: 

'-~·:· • 

'.l:(: ..J'. 
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:. :: ·.' .: >}•. 
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1261 "- When this Mninistration took office the imnediate and .i/; 1:::i<. 
pressing problem wa.s grain. Wewere desperately short of storage ;; .:·: :·::::•;._:'• 
facilities. My first .great concern was that a new Administration . ;j·:.·. ·,·. · .. 
would be storing grain of the ground because we had no ,place to put• 
it. The f~rst legislation- passed by the Congress and signed by :·il ."· 

·., ... ,·'

President Kennedy was the Emergency Feed Grain progra.m ·developed •• :I.:: i 
-.✓ ·1by an Advisory Committee which I called to Washington the first week ;1 •..·• 

of this Administration. The feed grain program was put into . ii . . 
• I 

Ipractice immediately and worked effectively., cutting back surpluses "· • i 
Ivery sharply in 1961. The storage crisis was met •~d surmounted. •ii 
' 

I recognized from the first the very great difficulty of' passing· 
farm legislation and, therefore, tried to use all the good will and 
political.muscle that a new Administration-has to get Congress to· 
act. Rather than attempting to pass farm programs as such, the 
initial plan was to establish a prociedure which could make -it possible • 
for.us to develop and put into·effect comnodity programs administratively 

·;without he.ving·to .pass a bill for each one. 

The firat farm message sent to the Congress called for the application·:. 
· of the Administrative Reorganization Act principle to farm legislation~ 

President Kennedy recommended that elected commodity· committees com- · ·!i • posed of producers should meet with the ·Secretary o'f Agriculture and !·de:velop commodity programs. These. prograins would then be recommended 
to the Congress and 11' the Congress did not act to turn them down · . ii.•· i, 

:-within 60 days they would then become law. • 
~ l .. i';• 

As expected this proposal had a cool reception from the Congress. '··.l_ . I 
Nonetheless there was an excellent prospect for passing it until • • ; i 
l~gislati~n sent to the Congress under the Reorganization Act itself' .. ii i 
got at cross purposes with certain Congressional interests with the .. ·: ) 1· 

I 
resul.t that both House and Senate Committees refused to·. extend the . :! I. 

Iprinciple to. agriculture. Had we succeeded in establ.ishing such a : :.[ 
I 
~-

procedure we would now have in e:f':f'ect commodity programs balanc~g :_l I 
I 

supply (md demand. • . ·,·•• ... 1:. 

However, we did pass another voluntary feed grain program for 1:962• :,:·:j '. 
•' 

i 
I 

late in 1.961, and authority to appl;y the s~e principJ.e to wheat. .. •·J';-:::-.:, I
I· 

' • 1962 . ..;An omnibus farm .bill was sent to the Congress early in 1962.·: '1 . • 
t 
I 
I 

. It encompassed the :f'arm program for the 1960 1s, which was called the • ;'. • • ,· ' I.I 

~- • \:. •• 4,B,c,p, Program set down in considerable d,etail in the pamphlet I •••.. d t 
I ' • •.·:. include 17-erewith,· Enclosure 13. This program applied the. ~a-called ,, ;!...• 

mandatory approach to feed grains and wheat, 1-~• programs go into_ . ,1 • 

effect after a two;.thirds vote of approval ·1n· a referendum. ·This.is· •.. ,,· •. • • 
• the procedure followed now in cotton, tobacco, ,rice and pean'il:ts •. ' ·::...,: .\ 
•• - : ' .. • • .·': .•::.• ... ..• '. •; • •·-:--·· . .•.. • •. :..·,·:· :i:_·_:_j_ 

'.· ..:: . . . . ,:
/ ' . ,•' ;. '. ~ . 

'· .. _. ~. . . . ~ .•... . .·.;:.. 
• ·, ;:_.·.'·' \ 
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;The mandatory programs are more efficient and much less costly than " 
the so-called voluntary programs of the feed grain type. Early in 
1962 I stumped the country speaking about 20 times in ;two weeks to 
groups of farmers from one end of the Nation to the other. Strong 
support was built for the A,B)C,D Program but Congress moved slowly, 
and gradually as spring wore hn the conservative forces sparked by • 
the Farm Bureau began to catch up. 

We were one vote short in the House Agricultural Committee for many 
months. The Chairman, even after we had the necessary votes committed, 
was forced to adjourn the Committee four times until finally we got 
all the favorable Democrats there and·pa.ssed it out of Committee by 1 

one vote. The opposition concentrated on the mandatory feed grain. 
· section, and the bill was fina.J.J.y lost in the House by a very close 
vote after a terrific battle • The next morning we cal1ed the House 
Agricultural Committee together a.gain, introduced a very bland bill 
simply extending.the feed grain program, moved it from the House 
into the Senate where a mandatory wheat section was added and the 
conservation, development, poverty, rural area development parts of 
the Farm Program for the 60 1s·(ABCD) added. 

The bill passed the Senate in this fashion, went to Committee, was 
. voted out of Committee, and passed the House as a Committee Report on 

a very close vote over bitter Republican opposition. 

The Food e.nd Agriculture Act of 1962 was a far .. reaching comprehensive 
piece of legislation, including many of the tools we are using 
effectively in our Rural Area. Development :Program today. It is ironic 
the adjustment, conservation, poverty sections rode in on the back of 
hotly contested commodity • programs . This Act also cal1ed for a 
referendum on wheat and immediately after its passage we went to work 
prepa.ring for the wheat referendum which was held in May of 1963. 

~ -- Recognizing that we might lose the wheat referendum it was 
. absolutely essential that we have a continuing feed grain program, 

otherwise there would have been chaos in American agriculture • Accord­
ingly, early in the 1963 session we drove through the Congress a Feed 
Grain Program for 3 years, encompassing 1963, 1964, and 1965. • The 
wheat referendum was a very difficult struggle. Conservative groups 
ranging from the John Birch Society to the Farm Bureau bitterly 
attacked the wheat program. It failed, as you know, and this con­
stituted a sharp but temporary setback in our program efforts. 

Following the wheat referendum defeat we sat back to 
Initially the Administration took a somewhat detached 
that it appeared that American wheat farmers did not 
program. Then for several months we waited patiently. 

take _stock. 
position, declaring 

wish a farm 
The Republicans 

.i 



. J:. 
_J 

and_·· J , .__ 
. , , -

•and the Farm Bureau attacked the Administration, the Secretary and 
. the President, contending that the absence of new program proposals 

meant ·that ·we w:re talting ·our disappointment out on tp.e· farmers, 
as they put it letting them stew in their juice". 

\ .-. ' .:; : _. -,, 
·. For my part, the referendum result had aroused a doubt in my mind as 

to what_ farmers would support. Accordingly, I set up a series ot Report • : . _. 
and Review meetings and met with gr9ups of up to 2,500 farmers from ' '· • 

.·;_; ;\ 

one end ot the country to ~e other. These meetings ran as long·as 
··•t ,·.

,••.3 hours. I mostly listened and freely answered questions • People 
of all politicaJ. and econom~c persuasions attended. They were a liberal : 

• . education for the Secretary. . • . : / '. . 
·.1 •·.\. 

• '.? ~ :: ... : 

·. It wa.s my conclusion that 90 percent of the farmers recognize there !'..• ·: 
must be a farm program. However, they are terrible corµ'used as to what Y•. 
kind of a program it should be. A significant number, usually the - H ... 
economically better off groui, were irritated at supervision,, control,::: •··:. 
(the girl. in the ASCS office}, in effect at anything which limited - <i ·• 
their freedom of action. If ve hadn't had the feed grain program, _.• ·: •• • 
incomes would have been lower and this group probably would have been • ;: ·· 
much more receptive to the necessary self-discipline and supervision .-T.·. • 
that goes with any program. Even so, it was ·clear to me that the , • ··-\ •-• 
overwhelming majority recognized .the need for a program, and that it·· 

. 
':.
i 

was •in the national interest that there should be commodity-programs. • 1 

Accordingly, in the fall of 1963 tre decision was ma.de to move ahead :j 
on a wheat program and we b_egan to lay the groundwork. • ., 

You are familiar with what happened this year. Cotton had been a 
• : .. i'.

problem ever since this Administration came into office •. certain 
connni tments had been ma.de to the textile interests to accomplish one- i , 
price cotton·. Yet the various segments of_ the co~ton industry refused 

- to get together on a common program. The Talmadge-Humphrey program 
~or production payments, which the Administration privately supported, ''' 

J. I 
I.had little cotton support. Most producers were desperately afraid of-

• limitation of payments and it couldn~t get oft the ground• • The Admin-. ~:· · · f.:· 

... istration did develop an aJ.ternative program, but then the textile :.J : .:: 
: .. interests· sabotaged it. • :\ ,,· 

• . :j•.: 

It was only after the Farm Bureau overplayed their ·hand at the. Cotton. :;__' .. •. : • _ f_i'. • 
Council meeting in the ·fall of 1963 that a cotton producers group was • • • l • ; ·.,., ·: . • 
organized which.joined with the textile people to come up with a ·.: _ ·.- • 
program which the Department was able to support. In the meantime we 
had given luke warm support to the initial Cooley Bill in the House • ; 
which was passed shortly after President Kennedy's death. The strategy 
here was to get anything through the House and then try and improve it. : .· • • 
in the more responsive Senate. In any event, ·the new cotton proposal : 

·was joined to the certificate wheat plan anc!, the·Food Stamp Plan and·.: ,: .../ with the driving support. of the President a legislative miracle . ; : ·-: •• , 
resulted.- , _ • 

·:-·. 

. ,· 

•·.·. 
.......,. 

• . -·· .. ---·- \~ : ... !••: 
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This then brings us up:--to-dEi.te. ~he cons~er programs _;.. food use, . . ;!? • 
trade, and a.id -- and the community programs -- rural area. development, :; ·: 
poverty and conservation parts of our program are going forward slowly ,1 : .. : • •• 
but ~teadily. More emphasis, more preparation, more attention, more . : j :. . • 
money a.re needed, but steady progress is being made. ·•.·;i •• • 

•. ') 
,, •• ' 

•The commodity programs give me serious concern. As we es.timated . 
initially, the voluntary programs for :reed grains andnowin cotton 
are expensive and grow increasing so as our production continues to· 
accelerate faster than demand. Crop estimates and program analyses 
are going forward in the Department looking to some new·program i 

developments for 1965 . • • • _i 

In the meantime, however, although they have not been a. complete· success/:· .. 
and have not worked as well as mandatory programs would have, yet we ! . • 
can point with pride to the fact that gross farm income was $8 billion , 
greater than it would have been these pa.st 3 years if the prices of the: 

. last Eisenhower year had continued.· Net fa.rm income ha.a been $3 billion' 
more. SUrpluses in grain have been cut from 84 million tons of feed 
grain to.70 mi11ion tons, from 1.4 billion bushels of wheat to 850 
mill.ion bushels, meaning a savings to the taxpayer in storage alone 
of about $250 million a year. • . . 

This is progress, I believe, but there is still~ lot to be done. I 
welcome .the prospect of some task force assistance •. 

Attachments 

.,··. . -:· 
_;...... ' .·. •'• 
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\Fomorrow ought to be rather interesting -- I have an appointment 'WithC. 
the President at 12:00_o'clock to discuss politics. Tom and I have been work­

ing on this, to go over and present to him.my analysis including the good 

we can ~o in the South to blunt the Civil Rights issue, the recommendation 

that there should be a Rural Americans for Johnson rather than a fa.rm committee 

so we can capitalize on our rural development programs and bring together 

farm and non-farm people in the rural areas, an analysis of Congressional 

Districts where we will concentrate, an analysis of the Lake States and the 

possibility of applying the Appalachian program principle, and finally an 

analysis of the States in which we think there is a special place for agriculture 

in the campaign. It'll be interesting to see his reactmon and useful to keep 

him reminded that I'm no~ exactly a novice at this political business. This 

is kind of scheming I guess, but it's part of what I call the politics around 

the thr,one and distasteful or not, it has to be played. 

Last night after doing some feverish work to get ready for the Press 

Conference today and also to see Senator Holland about the budget, Jane and 

I went over to Tom Hughes' and spent a couple of hours talking with Geri::_·Joseph, 

our Minnesota National Committeewoman. It was really rather discouraging. The 

Party in Minnesota I'm afraid is getting._~:frightfully fragmentized. The bad 

blood between Rolvaag, Mondale and Sandy Keith is quite serious and Geri feels 

that Monda:IQ~andRolvaag have been pretty petty and foolish in dealing 'With 

Keith. I know that they feel Keith is completely self-seeking and self-centered 

and there you go. The Governor's office is apparently very weak with a great 

deal of grumbling about its inaccessability and failure to make decisions. He's 

in a box on his fiscal program because he's been fighting with the Tax Commissioner 



that he didn't boot out as I recommended and now with national prosperity 

revenues are sue~ that a 5 percent cut in the budget which he ordered is 

beginning ~o back up on him. I noted last week end how very aggressive and 

kind of domineering he was in insisting one,ery iota of reco~ition when 

the President was there. Geri told me a shocking s-tory about he literally 

pushed Mond~e aside after Mondale had been introduced to present Humphre.Y:" 

to the DFL Convention last Sunday and did it himself. Apparently Fritz is 

kind of at odds end, not very satisfied or challenged as Attorney General, 

_and really not knowing where to go. Tom says that Fritz understands thor-

oughly and will step aside without question if I'm interested in running for 

the Senate if McCarthy should be the Vice i:Jresidential nominee or taking 

appointment should it be Humphrey. I really don't know if I would like to 

be in the Senate or not. Apparently the current Republican candidate is a 

complete bust and if McCarthy got in I could run a relatively short campaign, 

probably get elected fairly easy and have 6 years in the Senate to get started. 

That has some promise in it for there would be a couple of relatively leisurely 

years to more or less get caught up and even perhaps do some writing before I 

had to worry about campaigning again. I could, I suppose, adjust to the Senate 

tempo and the legislative process, although_I'm sure I would find it quite 

frustrating .. On the other hand, it's something we understand and enjoy and 

would constitute a planned career for the rest of my life. On_the other hand, 

s_omething in the academic world might well be more challenging -- or, something 

else in Government, or with firm Presidential support another 4 years in this 

job which if it were really forthcoming with some understanding and support 

· I believe that I'd be willing to do it. 

I do worry about the Minnesota political situation. There seems to be an 

undue amount of squabbling and facttaal.ism with very weak leadership from the 

top. W@}Veheld that party together under the general direction of not more 



( than 25 or 30 people for 15 years now and it would surely be a crime for 

it to fall apart. Well there's not much we can do about that from this 

distance, but it's certainly bothersome, and apparently Rolvaag is not 

. working out as we hoped· he would. 

July 20, 1964 -- 9:10 p.m. on the office. A week and a very wonder­

ful one at that has gone by and I'm in the office tonight, was yesterday, 

desperately trying to catch up as is alweys the case after having been gone. 

A week ago last Saturday ( July 11) we left here for the w·est --

flying to Chicago and then into Salt Lake City, arriving in the early evening 
?l:-·•·ii 

about 7:00 o'clock. We were met by Ed Cliff and alsotirl-oyd. Iverson,. the 

regional forester out there, and spent a relaxed evening touring· primarily 

around the Mormon Temple and grounds. We sat in the great pavillion and 

listened to some music, marvelling at the craftsmanship of those early Mormons 

and the remarkable acoustics in the place. We heard the history of Mormonism 

and I learned, which I didn't know before, that allegedly Jesus Christ came 

to this hemisphere after his crucifixion and was seen by then inhabitants who 

subsequently perished, but one of whom as a prophet conveyed the message of 

La.tterday Saints to Joseph Smith . .Anyway, it was very interesting and a 

beautiful place with.a.magnificent temple. 

I haven't been feeling very good during the last week and I think the 

only reason my stomach didn't kick up worse was because I had 6 games of squash 

that past week with Bob McNamara·. Each was a tough game, but I only won the 

last session for I was off and he was on. Also, I've been wrestling with a 

number of things from the Bureau of the Budget, where we finally got through, 

and also through the President a deficiency appropriation f9r pesticides 

research, to the struggle about the Allegheny Reservoir.in Pennsylvania which 

I am now carrying before the Recreation Advisory Council as a basic policy 

https://Reservoir.in


C matter. As I think I've related, the .Army Engineers are really irked about 

this for they want to manage a good deal of the recreation in that Reservoir 

which they ought not to do, most of it actually is in the National Forests. 

Nyle Brady did an excellent job of selling the Bureau of the Budget on the 

need for pesticide monies and what we would do about them, hence the suc­

cessful result. I talked with the President about it and that may have helped, 

too. 

Tom and I had a conference with the President, as I think I already 

dictate~, and brought to his attention some political factors including (1) 

that agriculture could help blunt the cutting edge of Civil Rights in the 

South; (2) the Congressional Districts that we thought we could ca:rry aro'i,ind 

the country defeating incumbent Republicans; (3) rather than a Farmers for 

Johnson, we should have this time a Rural .Americans for Johnson to try and 

bring small town and fa:rmer togetherin support~ 

I also got over to the White House as a pa:rt of the continuing struggle 

around the throne, a·20-page memorandm.which went to Bill Moyers who will 

coordinate the Task Force which will review agricultural programs and policies. 

This memorandum reviewed our basic policy and program and the history of the 

past 4 years and briefly touched on the problems we face. All in all, it was 

a hectic week trying to get ready to leave but by the time I left I really 

felt things were for the time being at least in fairly good shape. 

We went to bed at a pretty good time~:.in Salt Lake City and I -took a 

hot shower and a couple of sleeping pills ~d had a good night's sleep and 

woke up feeling in good shape on Sunday morning. We left early being airbou:nd 

about 9:00 o'clock on Sunday, July 12, and had a very interesting flight 
.. .... ,, 

for I had a chance to show Mike some dramatic examples of conservation. We 
... 

flew along the mountains which rise immediately above Salt Lake City and 
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Ogden and I took some pictures of where selective terracing to control 
(
\ ..,,,/ water where it falls has succeeded in preventing floods which othe:nrise 

had moved boulders as big as a house dmm the narrow canyons destroying 

everything below. This was a great pioneering effort and a dramatic 

example of how over-grazi~g can cause disaster and how sensible conserva­

tion can correct it. We then turned and flew generally North and West 

heading for our destination. On the way we saw some interesting things 

including some of the dry farming of that area, which I hope will show up 

on my pictures, and then also the Great Salt Lake which we also saw on 

the way coming in aweek later. (Cont'd later in the diary) 

Tuesday, July 21, started out on the Hill in Bob Poage's office. 

The problem was P.L. 480 and its extension. Poage came back from Brazil 

with the idea we should not have a 5 but a 1-year extension of this law 

which would have a seriously adverse effect in its management and its 

admin:is tration both in terms of our domestic planning but more particularly 

the planning of the recipient. He is a strange fellow and it took me almost 

an hour and a half before we finally got to the heart of the problem. It 

was simply this. Under current House rules in order to get allowances for 

travel clearance must be had from the Rules Committee. Poage had real 

trouble getting it for this trip that he made. On the other hand the Foreign 

Affairs Committee members can travel and review developments whi.ch ailegedly 

are pertinent to their work without hav~ng to get such clearan~e. This means 

in effect both a personal annoyance and it also means a down-grading of the 

Agricultural Committee and of agriculture in general. Thus, Poage felt that 

if P.L. 480 was reviewed each year, the Agricultural Committee would be upgraded 

accordingly and could travel accordingly. About such things, great decisions 

are made. I thought I'd done fairly well in convincing him this would be a 



bad idea. I pointed out it would result in difficulties in forward 

planning, would handicap me ~n deal with State and AID, and that it would 

generally. represent a set-back before the eyes of the world in our food 

use programs. He listened quietly and I thought I'd made some progress 

but then he went to the Subcommittee meeting and started all over again 

making that recommendation. My current report is that he met some opposi­

tion and cooled do'Wll quite a bit. Mark-up will continue on Thursday. This 

is an interesting example of what makes decisions and of what takes time. 

Such is the process. It all takes people. 

I also talked to Poage about grants. He's been-:·.a.nti-grants under 

P.L. 480, but when I expressed to him our policy now that we were begtgning 

to carry forward of insisting that some of.the money under Title I whether 

by way of grants or loans should go to a project which would be dramatic 

and clearly marked as a United States project, he kinda liked that idea and 

cooled off a little bit in his anti-grant position. I also told him, and this 

helped somewhat I think in inflating his ego a bit, that he was going to need 

to carry the load on this one because Ellender was apt to be highJy critical 

for he has now moved into a strong anti foreign aid position.which he holds 

so close and about which he feels so emotionally strong. So much for Poage. 

Then I went to a meeting; the second I've had to have, with the California 

Congressional delegation about storing grain in California. They want some in 

California warehouses. Considerable pressure is coming from California 

people, particularly their warehousemen folk, they have an additional 1 cent 

wharfage charge and we have other problems of course in laying down grain 

there because the grain companies have their elevators in. the Northwest and 

most ships run from the Northwest to the Far East. We can handle some, but 



we can hardly pay a 1/2 cent more, and so we went around and around on 

that one, and I agreed to meet with some of their people and go into it 

further next Friday when I'll be in San Francisco. Actually the California 

delegation are a mighty decent bunch. John Moss gets a little hot headed 

but John McFall, in whose District it is, and Bob Leggett are fair and 

reasonable and they were decent enough to say, and Harlan Hagen, too, that 

we could not pay more merely to lay it down in California. I told them I 

would be prepared to do that because I thought we ought to have grain in 

California by way of reserves, but that we better be prepared to take on an 

awfully lot of nasty criticism if it should develop, and it probably would 

as it has before, if we tried to do that. So, another one of these little 

problems that take so much time. 

The balance of this day I've been in the office. Just finishing an 

hour meeting with Herschel Newsom, Joe Parker, and Harry Graham from the 

Grange, covering meat quotas which they oppose, recognizing they endanger 

our position in negotiating agricultural trade coneessions; also, they 

indicating their support in deveioping our platform and also willingness to 

try and use that platform in a campaign to develop support with candidates 

for farm programs which will need to pass the next year. This took well 

over an hour. Not much was really pinpointed, but the @range is increasingly 

helpful and the time had to be spent. 

I'm still, loaded with paper. I was here in the inner office until 

11:00 o'clock last night. I'd hoped to get some paper work done today, but 

I haven't made much progress yet. 

I also lunched today with our own FAS people and with Irwin Hedges 

from Governor Herter's office. The GATT negotiation thing is on a collision 

course now for Windom White, the Executive Direc;::tor of GAT, at the last 

} 



meeting told the EEC that if they were not willing to come in and to 
C. 

discuss some kind of negotiating and operating rules by September 

there would be no sense in trying to meet any Nov~mber date for filing 

exceptions. In effect this means that there would be no Kennedy round; 

that there was no sense in going forward so long as the United States 

position was that agriculture and industry must be together and so long 
. . . 

as the EEe was unwilling to reach. any agreements about agriculture and 

any rules under which agriculture could be negotiated adhering rigidly 

to their mon-oant·:~ souitenposi tion. Apparently all thecc,ther countries 

were with the United States and so Windom White in effect laid down the 

law. Now some time in the next month or so this question if something 

doesn't give will rest on the President's desk for a decision whether 

we will continue .• to insist on integrated negotiations and trade conces­

sions for agriculture as well as for industry. In our discussion, it 

was pretty well agreed, not on the basis of clearly measurable figures 

but rather in terms of a general concensus and judgment that if we do not 

get agricultural concessions and if there should be negotiations confined 

only to industry, which was b_asicailythe case during the Dillon negotia­

tions, that the United States would·.:ilose. This was based fundamentally 

on the premise that agriculture is such a large part of our export trade. 

Agriculture is an area in which we are clearly the most superior around 

the world. That same superiority is one which cannot be quickly or readily 

applied elsewhere as is the case in industry and there fore we would 

unbalance the economic losers. Governor Herter has been real strong and 

good on this so far. Our position is a clear' sharp one .. I think I can 

fairly claim a good deal of credit for that fact. Actually Ray Ioanes 

here deserves the most. Charley Murphy, too, has been a pillar of strength 



as is Dorothy now. But that's the position and the question now will be
( 

a basic political one for the President to decide. The political section 

of Stateaf' course is jumping up and down, feeling this is a terrible 

posture and that we ought toge forward for political reasons at all costs, 

that otherwise we are in effect allowing the French to accomplish their 

purpose of facturing the great alliance. Time will tell. In the meantime 

I'm preparing a trade speech for San Francisco this week end which is 

quite timely. 



Now to return to our trip We then struck out towards the·· 

Sawtooth Forest for a some 2-hour trip, going over the Great Salt Lake, 

noting the gam.e refuges, reviewing some of the irrigated valleys and 

also some of the dry farming. 

We also flew over some areas which'were old lava beds, where 

apparently the lava had bubbled up many centuries ago and still remains, 

and then flew over lands which are grazed d~ing the ·winter period, 

but are already too dry for use now. Finally, flying across the plains 

we could observe in the distance the magnificent Sawtooth Mountains 

and flew over Haley and Ketchum where Sun Valley is and then on up to 

a tiny little town called Stanley. Stanley has.about 351;eople, a few 

motels, and to say it's primitive would be an under-statement .. We 

drove then to Redfish Lake, stopping at the lodge there for lunch which 

( is run by private individuals. It has cabins, a lodge, arid the usual 

with a recreation program and water sports on the beautiful lake. Fol­

lowing lunch we reviewed the ne,;-1 visitors' center and had. a 15-minute 

slide presentation by Dave Lee, a young ranger there who was most attractive. 

The slide presentation actually was not as good as film but apparently 

is quite well received and is being expanded. We then visited· some of the 

new ca.mp and picnic grounds which are most attractive and would seem to 

be well managed. 

We .changed clothes at the Lodge and had a trip across the L~ke. 

This is an interesting and beautiful lake. I asked the question why only 

small fish? It's named af'ter the red fish, which is a type of salmon, 

but very small, running only to a couple of pounds. However, the salmon 

do come up into the Lake. Both the sockeye salmon, which'are relatively 



( small, running 6 to 8 poun~s, who spawn and die -- -some of the sockeye 

stay and become the small redfish which remain in the lake. Chinook 

the big salmon also come up and a few years ago they had counted as few 

as six and then counted many thousands of small salmons going back down 

1,500 miles to the sea. Indeed this is a fantastic story. 

I was told that 400,·000 people a year enjoy the Sawtooth Valley. 

We went to the end of the Lake and there. at a jumping off place made 

camp. While the rangers, and we were joined at this point by Ralph 

Sisco and also had had with us from earlier in the day MaxCreery 

who is_the Forest Supervisor, made camp I put some fishing gear together 

and Jane, Mike and I went down to cast. We proniptlj-'I got caught up in 

some rocks and in the course of it with my light rod I pulled off the 

tip and there I was with not only a lure caught but also the tip of the 

rod so I left the rod there for the night and we went back up about the 

time it started to rain. A nice afternoon turned into a rainy evening. 

It wasn't too bad while we ate and visited, but the mosquitoes were tough. 

Jane and I went to bed in a lean-to tent ·and, along about midnight Mike 

ca.me crawling in, a rather unhappy boy. The mosquitoes had been eating 

him up as they do. He'd been sleeping just out in his bag. It.has also 

been raining. He was going down to try and sleep in an _out-house, but 

he crawled in with us, and although we weren't too comfortable, it worked 

out not too bad. 

The next morning we got up and it was still raining and a bit miser­

able as the woods and the outside can be under such circumst·ances, hardly 

an auspicious beginning for :what turned out to be a wonderful trip. 

While we breakfasted, the clouds began to break a bit and the rain 

to slow up, stop, and then rain intermittently. We decided to get packed 



:/ . 
up and go on and we were joined by a zoung ranger by the name of Ed Osb·or.ne. • 

He is the deputy to Ralph and is a very vigorous young guy who agreed to 
r/~~ ' . 
1.-di-e for the tip of my rod. I didn't want him to do it alone and so I 

prepared to join him. I had enough foresight to have Ed Cliff·get in the 

boat and get out from the landing pier and then we both dove in. The water 

was ice cold. I came up gasping for breath, took on some water, and reached 

for the boat. I didn't have it in me at that point to dive, Dave did, he· 

got ·the tip. I said break the line and forget the lure and swam back and 

was glad to get up on the dock. I hardly felt accomplished. I just didn't 

have it in me to go down in that cold water. Maybe I would, if I hadn't 

swallowed and gagged. .Anywey, we got the tip. We both came up shortly 

thereafter and rode about about 4 miles· to a place called Flatrock for 

lunch. It was a beautiful trip through the woods, beautiful trees with the 

great cliffs on each side. The mosquitoes were rather rough· . I wasn't 

as sore as I thought I would be at noon, nor when we finally reached Cramer 

Lake about 2 hours and 6 miles later. We rode up one valley and then broke 

off to tbe Northwest into another followine; Red.fish Lake Creek. As we 

wound through the woods, first we saw a small lake, Lower Cramer, cl~ar, 

bright and lovely, nestled between cliffs -- then a second iake and at the 

end of it a waterfall pouri~..g out. We rode along it for perhaps a half a 

mile, and finally into the end of the_ Valley where a creek ran down the 

mountain-sides both directly above us and off to the right to the Southwest 

now with bright green grass, rocks, towering cliffs, evergreens, a ~rfectly 

magnificent setting. 

Here:·about 9-:00 p.m. we made camp. Again I got my .gear out and Mike 

and I went down and fished a bit with very little luck. It was still rain­

i:r;ig intermittently and I took Jane down to take a look at the lake and as 
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we got down why it suddenly started to rain very, very hard. We huddled 

under my poncho and saw a magnificent sight as the sun came out at.the 

same time as the rain poured down, the lake was bright, the water was 

pounding into it, part of the sky was blue, part of it was fluffy clouds, 

the rest was.dark. The lake of· course was circled with evergreens and 

all in all it was an unusual and most magnificent sight. 

As night came on the sky cleared, the stars came out, and we had a 

drink, some relax:~d conversation, had lamb stew for dinner and to bed about 

10:30. It was cold, clear, and comfortable, but about 5:00 a.m. in what 

was yet almost darkness I woke up with a bad case of the "trots" and 

bolted for a makeshift privy where I managed to relieve myself and then 

walked down to the lake to watch the sun come up. The sun wasn't completely 

up and so I crawled back into that sleeping bag until 8:00 o'clock when 

I went dovm and we fished the lake. I didn't work very hard at ·it. The 

Western Brook Trout run very small and hardly excite me after our Northern 

Pike and Walleye of the Minnesota country. We had a late breakfast and then 

I took that old novel "Scaramouche" I hadn't read for many years and leaned 

against·a rock and enjoyed browsing through it in the bright sun, dozing 

off periodically. I paid for that later for I really got burned. 

About 1:30 we suddenly begah to get a bit of energy and after a quick 

sandwich, Jane, Ed Cliff, Mike and I started a climb up the trail. We moved 

in a Southwesterly direction.and went up rather sharply beside a plummeting 

stream which ran into Upper Cramer Lake. It was wet and snoi;q and we eris-

• crossed over rocks in the stream several times, finally reaching what was 

known as Heart Lake on a plateau up about a thousand or .fifteen hundred feet. 

From here on we really hit heavy snow and rock, going another fifteen hWJ.dred 



feet or so, at which point Jane took our jackets and secured for a rest 

and Ed Cliff, Mike and I went on up to the divide between the Payette 

Creek Watershed and the Redfish Lake Watershed. 
/ 

It was a thrill to stand 

there at the break and see fun the one direction the watershed fall away 

to the South and West and behind us the one we had just left to the North 

and to the East. 

By the time we got back to camp, my legs had about had it. This was 

a 3-hour climb and a good one. We had some evening fishing, again cocktails, 

. a late dinner and to bed. rey-stomach had been bothering me and I woke up 

about a half a dozen times during the night, b.lt managed to sleep in the 

overall fairly well. 

Again we were up fairly late, did a bit of fishing, and after a late 

breakfast this time laid around once again. This time I crawled in the tent~ 

read a bit of Plato, but mostly dozed. In the afternoon we went down to 

Middle Cramer Lake and had some pretty good fi'shing. I ended up in a spot 

next to the waterfalls where I could look out over Lower Cramer Lake) 

back of me over Upper Cramer Lake it was as beautiful a spot as I can 

remember. I hope I got some good pictures of Mike, Ed and Jane fishing. 

We returned to camp again late in the afternoon, had a late dinner, and 

a most enjoyable visit and off to bed. This time my stomach really roared 

and at 5:00 o'clock in the morning I awakened, got up· and decided to really 

take a tramp. I retraced our. steps up towards the Paye·tte Divide, only 

this time I tried to break off towards t~_e Nor.thwe st -and see if I couldn't 

get up on top of the cliff which bordered our lovely valley to see the 

sun come up. I was amazed to find a number of gulleys,. dfps, and hollows 

between the trail and the cliff-side which I never actually reached. I 

had about a 2 1/2-hour hike before it was all over and took some magnificent 



( pictures. This was the day when we were to ride out and so I returned 

to camp for a quick breakfast with a still growling stomach. Mike was 

up about now and Jane, and Mike and I went down for a last fishing bit. 

We returned to break camp and to start the ride back in. We got as far 

as Flatrock and then decided to take a ride to Alpine Lake. This was a 

ride almost. stpaight up the side of the valley to the top of Red.fish 

Creek Valley, actually on the Eastern side for if I recall my directions 

right the valley at this point was running pretty much East and West and 

we were going East and a little North as distinguished from going generally 

North and a little West when we came out of the upper reaches of the valley 

proper. 

Any-wa;y, the trail in question was a tremendous one. A new trail which 

went up a very steep cliff but at a fairly reasonable grade with sharp turns. 

We could see for miles up and down the valley and the grotesque and unusual 

shapes of the Sawtooth stood out vividly and clearly. We lunched at Alpine 

and by this time were beginning to feel pretty sore in the saddle. On the 

trip down Jane was very frightened making the turns because looking down 

has alway.a__• upset her and this was especially true when the horse she was 

riding kept reaching for grass on the turn. For a while I thought she 

wouldn't make it, but she did. We reached the head of Redfish Lake about 

3:00 p.m. -- sore from riding, but in good. spirits. We went across the 

lake by boat, dropped in at the home of Ralph Sisco and met the rangers and 

their families. 

It was interesting to visit the Rangers Statianand to see the young 

people there and their families with the children. A nicer grou~ of girls 

and young men one would go a long way to find than Ralph Sisco, David Lee 
(, 

and Ed Osborne, al though I must say that when we we.at to Sun Valley and_ met 



with Jack Lavin, who is in the Supervisor's office specializing in( 
recreation, the former ranger of that_ area·, Dick Stauber the current 

ranger in that area, I was equally impressed with them. We really do 

haye some very top people. 

We had a lovely ·two days in Sun Valley staying at the s:o.:.called 

Harriman cottage which actually had 5 bedrooms and a kitcheri and a lovely 

lounge. The first night Jane stayed in cleaning up, washing her hair 

and all, while we strolled around and had dinner which incidentally 

McCrea the Administrator of Sun Valley insisted on paying for. To bed 

that night with a pretty good night's sleep and the next .morning up for 

breakfast beside the skating rink which was lovely -- two hours of skating 

with Jane and Mike, an afternoon trip which I took with Ed Cliff and 

Max Creery, this time up into the Chalice National Forest, going North 

\ from Ketchum bearing East in through an area which was primar:i.ly grazing 

where the use of riversides had largely eliminated the sage brush and 

built up a nice grazing area. We had a cocktail party with the ranger 

there and then a very delightful evening by the skating rink again. 

This time) watching the skating and dancing ourselves. It was a lovely 

trip. 

The next morning we were off and up Baldy' Mountain, going up the 

ski tow which was most sensational and then a plane ride which took us 

back over the valley where we were able to look dovm over Cramer Lake and 

by Redfish Lake and over the area which we had covered on foot before. 

Then down through the Sawtooth and across much the same way that we had 

come.· It was really quite a trip. 
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July 22, 12:40 p.m. -- Just a few minutes for a comment before lunch. 

Charley Murphy is coming in and I'm going to try and catch up a bit on a 

lot of commodity developments since I left on vacation. Things-are swirling 

around here politically, especially where the Goldwater thing is concerned. 

Clearly he had complete domination of the eonvention and a lot of people who 

thought he couldn't be nominated are now second guessing. One school of 

thought of course is giving him the accolades for a superbi-poli ti cal organiza­

tion job and 6 years of hard work with organizational people. An analogy is 

made with the Kennedy operation of 4 years ago. There is probably some truth 

in this. 

More disturbing is the attitude which tends ·to go with the victor that 

there is real power here and more substance than has been realized. In this 

connection this nomination is being interpreted as a great revolution within 

the Republican Party, and even more an expression of an underlying sentiment 

in the United States which is calling for expression that somehow Goldwater 

has tapped this sentiment. I was surprised in the New York Times this morning 

to -read James Reston •·s column which actually gives to Goldwater a status which 

the New York Times hasn't before for their editorials have been extremely· 

critical. Reston says that underneath all the.personal and partisan issues 

involved and all the emoting pro and con about Goldwater that he has really 

raised some basic questions that have troubled men since the days of Aristotle. 

He goes on to say that the questionsof what sort of a world this is whe:remen 

aspire to good and yet are soaf'ten evil, whe~e lies the sou±ce of authority 

in the laws of ·man or nature? What are the relationships of., .the individual 

to the connnunity, to the State and to the eternal? What is man's place in 

all of this and hov a.re his ·ideals and values related, not only to an increasingly 

j 
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complicated and crowded world, but to the universe? He then refers to 

Goldwater's acceptance speech, which I thoue;ht was a lot of meaningless 

mumbo jumbo, as talking about order and freedom rather than about justice 

and about progress through power, rather than through the ancient concept 

of charity. Reston goes on to say that these things rather than Goldwater's 

. voting record and his philosophy need to be reviewed and that the Democrats 

will make a mistake if they do not really dig into these things, that he, 

Reston, feels many are attracted to Goldwater who are only part if not 
\ 

actual a political, that it is true in all of ~istory minorities have brought 

about action such as in our Civil War, our own revolutionary war, the French 

Revolution, and one ~ould go on; and that somehow or other the philesophical 

arguments and problems which basically.disburb people have been touched by 

Goldwater. 

I don't know what to make of -this but it's rather typical of the 

general feeling that Goldwater has capitalized on a general frustrated feeling 

of people in a complex society, that he has picked up the backwash -on the racial 

question, that he is capitalizing on the general fear of bigness and anti-big 

government attitudes, that he is e~phasizing the individual in his efforts 

to maintain his identity in increasingly large and collectivized society both 

publicly and privately. This last theme is one that Wilson wrote an editorial 

on in the Sunday paper pointing out that Goldwater really was the individualist 

and was appealing to people 'Who--were subconsciously seeking for identity in 

this big world growing increasingly collective. I still tend to think that 

this is upgrading Goldwater far too much, that one can always capitalize on the 

diffidence, and there's always a lot of them.as we used to.call the iggly-bigglys 

back home, that capturing a political party is one thing and winning an election 

-~, 
/ another and -that the basic good,-.:sense of' the people in this country is not 
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( going to pay much attention to this extremtsm. On the other hand, the 

Harris poll in the Post this morning showed that the President's lead 

had dropped by 10 points although it's still 65 to 35, the highest in 

history at this state in a Presidential campaign, but that Goldwater now 

was clearly in the lead in the Southern States. With the withdrawal of 

Wallace, he now apparently is in a strong positio~ and reports generally 

would indicate that he has climbed rapidly and that Johnson's position has 

eroded. This may very well spell out a more important and more active 1·ne·ed 

for some good pro-farm campaigning in the· South. 

Anywey, it's an interesting time as one reads for all the thinkers and 

all the rest are groping as to what does this really mean. Walter Lippmann 

this morning was rather devastating in his attack on Goldwater's statement 

that extremipm in the pursuit of liberty was not a vice as literally encourag-
( 

ing lawlessness for what one things to be a proper end. In these touchy 

times, riots in Harle~ and with great difficulties undermining the Civil Rights, 

it would seem highly irresponsible for a man to say such a thing, but he stays 

with it. This kind of extremism will, I trust, although it attracts-attention, 

mobilizes malcontents, simplizes the complex, yet will not have a very broad 

appeal. 

I haven't yet had any exposure to the President since the Republican· 

Convention, but I'm anxious to see him to see if he is getting aey buck fever 

about this, which I hope he isn't. 

It's 4:45 p.m. and I'm.about to leave for a Cabinet Meeting in the White 

House called to review Bob McNamara's cost reduction program. We've just 

completed a session here trying to figure out how we can get some publicity 

and attention on the work done in this Department, which has been quite 



extensive in this field. It's a lot tougher here where most of the programs( 
\ 

are service rather than purchases.· 

I've also just finished reviewing a first draft of a ·political speech 

for Saturday night and the question of how to handle Goldwater comes again 

to the front. Rod Leonard has the thought that Goldwater has reached people, 

vis-a-vis Scottie Reston and Dick Wilson's analysis I referred to earlier. 

The more I thought about it, the more I think we are probably building this 

fellow up and that the reaction to his success is a bit hysterical. After all, 

all he has done is mobilize a lot of extremists that always hang around the 

fringes of any political party and has won only one election and that in 

California, then by a hair against almost no opposition considering Rockef~ller's 

situation. Therefore, the question is how do I handle him on Saturday night. 

I could hit him head on on the extremist theme, pointing out that I'd fought 

extremmsts before in the Southwest Pacific, Communists in the Minnesota DFL 

Party, but hardly expected to get this kind of "the end justifies the means" 

in the Grand Old Republican Party, etc. This may give him too much credit and 

ridicule might be better. On the other hand, a more solemn recital of the 

benefits which would be lost and the progress which would be forfeited might 

be better.· A number of drafts will circulate around here tonight and I hope 

tomorrow to get some of our politically knowledgeable people together to hash 

this one around. Off now to a Cabinet meeting. 

6:50-p.m. -- I've just returned from the Cabinet meeting which was 

indeed a very fascinating session. The President started off with a:review 

of pending legislation and the statement he felt we had a chance to accomplish 

an excellent legislative record and that· .this would be one. of the strongest 

things going for us in the campaign. He went around the table and asked each 



( of us about legislation and we responded -- me in connection with Food Stamp, 

the beef quota thing, and also P.L. 480. Then he noted that a poll had been 

taken in Maryland and one of the things that came up constantly favorably· 

was cost reduction, and he said the two words that seemed to elicit a favorable 

response were the words "prudence" and"progress". He stated then that Bob 

McNamara's efforts had beenvery successful, very well received, and he wanted 

us to have the benefit of a presentation that McNamara had made. McNamara 

was uncomfortable and whispered to me that this was not his idea and the 

President made it clear that McNamara was there under orders. In any event, 

McNamara proceeded to give his pitch as to how he had reduced expenditures. 

One of the impressive things was that he pointed out we had spent $30 billion 

more than would have been spent at the Eisenhower level, but that this country 

was in terribly weak position when the Democrats took over, so weak in fact 

that at the time of the Berlin crisis there was a shortage of batteries for 

torpedoes for submarines and destroyers and even a shortage of torpedoes --

and at the time of the Bay of Pigs there was a real question whether we would 

have been strong enough to go into Cuba even then and carry it. He went on 

and listed how infinitely much we had strengthened our power since that time. 

His figures of cost reduction with a $4 billion goal were based on what would 

have been spent at that level if these measures had not been undertaken and 

concentrated on first eliminating the unnecessary by way of inventory, pro­

curement and that kind of thing. Second, purchasmrm directed toward competitive 

bidding and also incentive bidding, paying for high quality kinds of performance 

for certain objects.. And finally, consolidation of bases and facilities --

many of these changes having come from the recommendations made by people vrithin 

the Defense Department. 



The President then gave us a very strong mandate that we "Should k~ep 

our personnel down, that we should for each month now keep it below 

the previous month through the balance of the year. He then went on to 

make a rather impassioned plea that .~f we were here next January with a 

4-year mandate we would do things to make the Great Society. He related 

the young men that needed educati?n, that one out of three couldn't get in 

the Service. H~ related the gre.at need for medical advance and progress 

and for education. He related the education needs which ought to se:set. 

do-wn as in the full Employment Act as a charter, a right, by Congress of 

every child in this country, but these things he said had to be paid for and 

they would be paid for out of savings which uould be made in our various 

administrative programs. It was all rather mu,mbo jumbo, ·w•ith no consj_deration 

given to the fact that perhaps we are cutting back and seriously hurttng 

ongoing programs now, which incidentally today I asked Les: Condon, the Inspector 

General, to check here for we are 4,000 employees less than we were last 

June 30 and I am curious as to whether our costs are higher because of contract­

ing out and also whether we might have seriously hurt programs that we need. 

He did.n 't mention this but it was quite crystal clear that this is an issue 

and that this is a political problem and that we are mandated to spend nothing 

that we don't have to spend. He even related riding in a small airplane him­

self and compared it to Bob.McNamara driving up in a red Ford instead of a big 

limousine -- that we had to save pennies. This revolved around the political 

quite clearly and with it with passion and feeling, and I think sincerity, 

went the promise too of the things we could do if we won this ..:election. He 

then got into the politics a bit and pointed out the Maryland poll which showed 

strength. He did not go into the various kinds of favorable responses that 

poll showed to different things. He was conscious of the drop in his position 



in the South and related the very bad reports from his good friends in 

the South as to the status of matters then. As the meeting drew to a 

close, he asked if anybody had anything to say and I said I wanted a little 

guidance on how we ought to handle Goiawater. I stated that I felt that 

we were perhaps a little over-emotional about this, that we ought not to 

build this fellow up, that he hadn't done a great deal, that he had mobilized 

some fanatics and captured a political party which isn't too difficult) that 

he only .won·o:qe election and that over no opposition, and that we ought not 

to build him up too high. His response to this was that Goldwater had more 

things going for him than we realized, that he had come out of that Convention 

in very good shape at the end of the wire, that Goldwater was coming in to see 

him about Civil Rights and keeping it ;:.out of the campaign and he was going to 

have to see him, that this would be a tough, hard campaign, that he was running. 

scared, and he related the_problems of Billie Sol Estes and how that was 

lodged on hi~. He related to Bobby Baker, and how that had been lodged on him. 

He related how they were investigating the holdings that they have in the 

television and radio station in Texas and have ballooned them. He alleged that 

there were people at $1,000 a month and unlimited expenses now down in Texas 

checking through everybody and everything trying to get something on him and 

that this would be a tough, nasty, dirty campaign. He really sounded guite 

concerned, quite apprehensive, and quite tense at this point. He then went 

on to sey that he wanted us to travel the high road and to wait for him to 

make a mistake -- that he had reviewed Roosevelt's campaigns, that how in 

1940 in that critical campaign Roosevelt had only been out of the White House 

five days campaigning and that he had only acknowledged th~ opponent on a 

couple of occasions and then on a bais of ridicule. He stated that we did have 



an excellent record and the strongest thing going for us was the economy 

and that we ought to emphasize that at every opportunity for bread.and 

butter in the pocketbook was after all the greatest stimulant to a positive and 

favorable vote. 

Bill Wirtz then asked the question about relating accomplishments and 

a negati~e Goldwater vote on each one, and the President said well we would 
I 
I 

have to <;lo some of that all right and that that seemed to sound o.k. I 

referredjto the peace issue ~d he indicated that was a good one, too, and 

then mad a speech that we are not to be apprehensive that things are going 

well for us, that we shouldn't give any impression of being tense, or worried 

or concerned, but rather be calm and positive and relaxed and give Mr. Goldwater 

a chance to talk his way into trouble, that we should push Goldwater to have 

to spell out what his foreign policy was and what kind of weapons he would want. 

That we would have plenty of chance to answer Goldwater when he attacks us and 

that some of this would need to be done, but indicated clearly that we should 

follow the high road, that we should be careful not to make a·mistake. One of 

the examples of a possible mistake that came out was the statement of Goldwater's 

two nervous breakdowns which someone apparently had read to him from a magazine 

today and he said he didn't want to hear about it and he didn't want it to slip 

out, that would be the kind of thing that could constitute a major mistake·and-

be used against him. 

All in all I had the feeling that he was definitely feeling his way along, 

that he was deeply worried about Goldwater and I think giving more credence to 

Goldwater than the situation really properly commands, that he wanted to follow 

the high road but wasn't quite ·sure what that was outside of our sticking to 

the record and emphasizing accomplishments, responding.to attacks, being careful 
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not to attack Goldwater too much. Generally it was not a very clear and 

consistent line. He also came back again and again to the passage of our 

legislative program and to the fact that we should be on the job and living 

up there on the Hill and not out of town, which gives me some problems 

il,lline.diately for I'm due to leave tomorrow night for California a.nd. a big 

trade speech which I think I should carry forward, but I'd sure hate to be 

gone again when problems come up in the Congress. 

All in all it was not a satisfying session although an interesting 

one and it leaves me somewhat disturbed for he is more uncertain, has less 

clearly in mind what he wants to do, and gave us much less guidance than I 

would hope we might get at this point. He also didn't give us much chance to 

be heard as to what we thought or as to our reconnnendations as to how a campaign 

should be conducted and how Goldwater should be handled. 

• \ 
Another thing that the President said in the course of this discussion 

was that the South looked tough, we might get a few of the border States, that 

literally none of the Governors or good friends there were ready to even work 

or to solicit the cooperation of the team of Collins-Ellington-Hodges that had , 

been sent into the South, that the East look good and apparently would stay 

there, that the West looked fairly good, that the svTing area might very well 

be tthe :.Midwest. He was quite impassioned about the beef quota bill and said it 

would be thelieight of embarrassment to have to veto a bill sponsored and passed 

by his own Majority Leader but that there was nothing he could do with Mike 

Mansfield. I reported that Carl Albert was being difficult on this one and 

that we were now proposing that it be sent to Conference and that Wilbur Mills 

had said he thought he could hold it in Conference and we let the matter lay 

there. 



Thursday, July 23, 1964, San.Francisco -- 10:30 San Francisco time, 

1:30 Washington time. I flew in here today for a speech to the Commonwealth 

Club and a conference at the Bank of America on Trade. This is a part of 

our long term program to try and emphasize some aspects of Department progress 

highlighting this time trade. I think I've got a pretty good speech. J'm 

going to announce the striking incre'ase in exports and if it works out it will 

be timed with a Presidential Press Conference with one of the leads on it being 

·the announcement of this progress by way of exports which fits very com:fort·­

ably into the President's emphasis of the Nation's economic well being. It was 

kind of a hectic day today, trying to get ready to leave, polish off the speech 

for tomorrow, and more importantly get one ready for Saturday night in Wichita, 

Kansas, which Wi~l be a political speech. As I've said, we-haven't quite 

g~t the feel yet as .to how far the President wants to go. I guess that's under­

standable. Jack Valenti said today at The White House that he thought the Cabinet 

meeting was wonderful and that this was the best indication that the staff had 

had on the President's ideas on how to handle the campaign. I didn't think it 

was very clear a:; all. I bumped into Horace Busby, one of his advisors who is 

tryi~g to do political planning, and he described it by saying the President is 

a late starter, and he himself was not talking much with anybody about what he 

was really going to do politically. 

The main event today was quite a show at the White House. The President 

had sent out a wire a week ago and brought in several hundred businessmen who 

came from all over the country. He met and greeted all of them. We of the 

Cabinet were hosts at various tables. He introduced us there. We then adjourned 

into the main banquet room, having lunched in the East Roon,., and the show was 

on. He introduced very b~iefly Bob McNamara, who gave .the pitch on savings in 

the Defense Department, with emphasis at the end on increased military strength 



as its product. Dean Rusk did an exceptionally fine job of touching.the 

highlights of our foreign policy and the need for consistency and vigor, 

pointing out that we had problems but that the other side had equally bad 

ones, and·we weren't going to solve this easy or shortly. Stevenson said 

a few woords too -- apparently he had little advanced notice. The President 

probably wanted to give him some recognition and actually I thought he was 

not very effective. The famous Stevenson wit came out -- his connnent that he 

lunched with .Americans of this stature infrequently went over well; but when. 

he said as a Democrat seldom with those as affluent it didn '.t take quite as 

well. Then-. ,the President himself took over and went through the charts show-

ing how we had cut expenditures, building it up in terms of the effort and the 

pressure on the Cabinet, et al. How we had fewer emplorees and how the projected 

increase in the debt had dropped f:noiµ.11.9 billion down to 8.3 with a few 

political asides and witticisms in connection with it done rather cleverly. 

There was a question and answer period which really didn't amount to very much 

but kinda toned it up so they felt they were brought in to be listened to as 

well as to be talked to. The only question that had a:ny nasty overtones was 

one that the Justice Department am the Federal Trade Connniss±on were extend-

ing the laws and carrying them further than Congress had intended and therefore 

were antibusiness, creating apprehensions. There was applause to this question 

and the President handled it very cleverly, smil~ng in a kind of off-hand way, 

saying that he gathered there were others there who agreed with that view point, 

he did as well, that this was always a dffficult question, that they and their 

Counsel might have one. ... opin~on and those in the Government ~nother as to exactly 

what the law meant and then he grinned and said that some ·people even thought 

the Supreme Court was doing some legislating. It was well·handled. The response 



of the business people was enthusiastic in terms of the management, 

saVings, economy, cut in budget, cut in debt, and that kind of thing. 

The same old story, but he's hammering at it and as he said at the 

Cabinet meeting yesterday he had gotten on top and identified in that 

respect and that there were very favorable readings on that in the 

polls and he intended to maintain that image and posture. I must admit it'·s 

good politics even though I'm afraid we're paying a price in program. 

From a political standpoint, of course, that's been papered over by the 

emphasis on poverty and Appalachia and some of the others, .but these again 

do not involve very significant sums of money really and we'll have to wait 

to see what happens. 

At my own staff meeting this morning I said as strongly as I ever have 

that the -President made the point that we need to establish firmly and with 

confidence in the mind of the public that this Government was spending its 

money.carefully, we were getting a return for the dollar, and when we did 

that, we would have money both by improved efficiencies and by increased 

availabilities, to use for the programs that need to be carried forward to 

build the Great Society. He did say that with strong enough ·meaning yester-

day so that I felt that I could in all consciousness say it with real ~eaning 

today and I think I probably laid it in as strongly to the staff and to the 

Department as I ever have. He closed the meeting today I thought rather cleverly 

with the same story from Sam Rayburn,allegedly back in the thirties when he was 

sponsoring legislation to establish the Securities and Exchange Commission and 

review and control· some of the financing institutions·, was invited to speak to 

the Bond Club in New York and did so and was introduced abruptly and curtly by 

someone who said that here's the young man who has sponsored the killer legis­

latio~, I don't know what he came here for but he's here and waI;J,ts to sey-



( something to you. Somewhat nonplussed by this introduction, Rayburn picked 
\ 

it ·up by saying he himself had never had any money, that he had had trouble 

holding on to a little farm in Texas, and that he had wanted to come, this 

in response to part of the introduction re I don't know why he came here, 

said he had wanted to come to see if some of this would rub off because 

everyone there was reputed to be a millionaire. He then went on to say that 

he also came for an~ther reason and that was to let them know· that he wasn't 

afraid of them. The President did this with a nice touch and I thought that 

he made some friends and their general response and reaction was very good. Now 

I'll have to see what the press is. 

I had called him earlier in the day to report on the Food Stamp Bill 

and our plans and the possibility of unanimous consent which we might have gotten 

if Paul Jones had kept his mouth shut, but he fouled it up so we're going to 

;' 
I • have to take it into the Rules Committee and I had a real flurry trying to get
t 

out and catch the plane in time between talking to Larry O'Brien, trying to 

reach Cooley, trying to get strategy prepared, and we finally concluded that it 

would be better, and I think I've everybody lined up, that Cooley get a rule 

to carry the Senate Bill back to the House and to protect us·on the meat addi­

tions so that I can interpret so we can live with it and not get sidetracked 

into a fight about beef imports which 1Jould kill the whole Food Stamp Bill. 

Apparently the Conservation Fund Bill passed on a voice vote after the amend-

ment to prevent us from using any of that money to acquire land in forests 

East of the Mississippi was defeated by a tie vote. Cooley was for that so it 

was a bit touchy, but when I called him from the airport, he didn't seem too 

disturbed so maybe we've gotten over that one, and I'm glad that bill is passed. 

It 1vill be a useful and helpful one. 



I also talked this morning with Mills. We were able finally to 

maneuver around and get that FHA loan he's been so red hot on. He also 

wanted some help on an REA loan that I think we can handle and I in 

turn talked to him about the beef import thing. He's prepared to try 

and handle it by having it referred first to Rules and then from Rules 

to Conference where he thints he can keep it pegged in.JI called the 

President early this morning to report on these things and then to tell 

him about the trip out here because in light of his conversation and 

directions of yesterday I hesitated to even leave town. 
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August 1, 1964 -- 11:55. I'm in my little office dovm the hall after 

a visit with National Committeewoman from Minnesota Geri Jo~eph. More of 

that later. Things have really been happening. 

Yesterday at 6:00 o'clock I went over to play squash with Bob McNamara 

and as we were dressing he said something and I can't recall exactly how it 

came up to the effect that there would be an announcement about Vice Presi­

dents and the implication was that it would take him out of the running. 

think I might have said something about the· contest continues, or such, to 

bring the matter up. In any event, while we were playing squash he was called 

to the 'phone. He returned and the game continued, and I was called to the 

'phone. It was Walter Jenkins who said the President had been trying to reach 

me for an hour and that he had been unable to do so and would I consider this 

as a personal call, that the President ·was·· going to announce that he would 

:( not recommend to the Democratic Convention as Vice President any Member of the 

Cabinet or those who serve with the Cabinet, and then it named in a strict 

protocol fashion Rusk, McNamara, Bobby Kennedy, myself, Stevenson and Shriver. 

Jenkins then asked whether this gave me any trouble. I tried to think of 

something appropriate to say to indicate my disappointment and finally not 

knowing exactly what tone to se-t just indicated by the sharpness of my \m:L-ce 

my displeasure and- let it go at that. We went back and finished the squash 

game and-then Tater in conversaticnnn th McNamara I found out that this was 

under corii;~:~~:f~tion several days, so he had been consulted with about it. 

Also y~e.-_~e:~ision apparently had been made, according to him, ·.at 2:00.. oblock 
--~·-.:·{::; ' 

in the afternoon. I talked to the President yesterday at around 3:30, report­

ing back on some problems on the meat quota bill with Carl Albert. He said 

nothing at that time . 

. .. ./ 

I 



( .• We went on to the Wilson House for an open house, calling attention 

to that landmark, and then to a party at the Gold.mans who is the President's· 

kind of intellectual adviser allegedly probing the intellectual leadership 

of the Nation for creative ideas, et cetera. It was an interesting combina­

tion 6f people including Mam;ine Neuberger, newly married; Morgan, the 

radio announcer; George Reeey was there; Dick Nelson, the young fellow in 

the White House; am young Butterworth just returned from Ghana. It was 

interesting to listen to these young fellows talk about the state of affairs 

and the attitude of young people today who find their liberal position, 

or at least their activist position, in the Goldwater Camp rather than in 

the Left Wing camp as was the case until recently. I found the same appre­

hension running deep and also concern that the so-called Civil Rights back­

lash and the general underlying discontent and dissatisfaction of millions 

of people in such a complex and collectivized society all coalesced 

together to produce an undertone that resulted.in Goldwater and his appeal. 

I think this is ~hony basically and said so, that it's mostly the rational­

ization of people who were wrong in their political estimates and now these 

famous columnists trying to justify their mistakes. I also drew the .same 

comparison to the McCarthy period and said that Washington· goes crazy while 

the rest of the country goes about its-business. ·Be that as it may, it was 

an interesting party, although I was still somewhat numb from the Presidential 

statement. 

Jane and I went home and sat and talked well into the night about it 

and I felt then, and do now, somewhat bruised although she did not quite 

share my resentment at not being consulted about this. I wish I had said to 

. Jenkins to tell the President I appreciated being con~ulted about this kind 

of a decision, but it's probably just as well I didn't. I do have the feeling 
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of being left out in that regard although Jane said that he had so much 

exposure to Rusk and McNamara and others in the very nature of the busine.ss 

that this did not mean that he was not in strong support or did not hold me 

in high regard. This is not just a matter of personal vanity. We're going 

to have a tough enough time next year before the Congress and in Agriculture 

that anything short of complete Presidential standing and support based·on 

real confidence would be kinda committing suicide. Actually if this guy 

isn't prepared to give that _kind of support I'd better be_ prepared to get 

out of here and let him muddle his ownwey through instead of being forced 

out of here in a struggle which he won't back me up on and ending up 4 yea:rs 

of blood sweat and tears with nothing but a failure label. That happened 

in the gubernatorial setting and the accomplishments as Governor are ·1ong 

since forgotten by most people. That was brought into focus by Geri Joseph 

today when we considered the Minnesota situation and the Senatorship for it 

now looks quite likely that Humphrey might be the Vice Presidential man .. 

In that event, the question is who will Karl appoint?. I told her to indicate 

to him I was interested, but I did n~t want to be embarrassed and did not 

want to be a possibility if he was not prepared to make the appointment. 

It'll be interesting to get the feedback. She's concerned about Fritz Mondale 

and as we discussed I asked her frankly who would be the best candidate and 

the most popular appointment and she said "Mondale" and then went on to add 

as Fritz had told her. again and again himself everywhere he went around the 

State why he saw things that I had done as Governor and that I had been such 

an outstanding Governor and that this was one of the reasons for their frustra­

tions with Karl Rolvaag currently. Be that as it may -- I lost that election. 

The fights we won and the things we did are long sine~ forgotten. I've been 

< gone for 4 years and she felt quite frankly that Mondale would be the best 
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candidate. However, rio one knows and the effect of !~ years in Washington,( 
the prestige that goes with it, and the abHI..i ty to represent the State would 

be a not unimportant factor. I would of course have 2 years once appointed 

to get back to build on and to get an organizationestablished, but Rolvaag 

would ·probably be a dead weight. He apparently hasn't gone over 45 percent 

in the opinion polls and is doing the same kind of bumbling job that he 

did as State Chairman. It's really kind of pathetic. I'd hoped that he 

would grow and respond and move into the office, but he hasn't. George Farr, 

the State Chairman, was down this week and we had lunch and went over the 

political ground back home; he reflecting the same concern as Geri Joseph 

and that had also been reflected by Fritz Montitale who went with us on the 

Sequoia and we had a brief talk coming back from Mount Vernon. Fritz is 

frustrated and unhappy and he wanted a chance to talk with me. I told George 

Farr after reflecting on all this that I thought he, Fritz and Geri, ought 

to get together and make up their minds they are going to rtm that party 

and proceed to do it. The Governor then would just have to come along in 

his own bumbling way. Actually he heeds them a lot more than they need 

him and in this fashion with a constructive program and clear cut action 

• I 

why.some of the problems that presently exist in trying to work with him would 

vanish. Tom Hughes is home now and talking with them about it. It may be 

that I should take a more active part in party affairs in the coming period. 

Both Geri, Fritz and George expressed that deep feeling of·concern for the 

DFL Party that we who molded it feel so strongly. Actually it is suffert;ng 

from over prosperity and too many young men with no place to go, bui it's 

a great institution and one admired all over the country and we ought to, 

keep it and not let it fall apart now from weak leadership and competition 

for office. 



So mostly this has been a political week. Socially we were asked by 

the State Department to be official hosts for a cruise on the Potomac ~9r 

the President of Madagascar which we did. What a man. He didn't stop talk­

ing for a minute, an egotist -- most political leaders are -- and as Jane 

said maybe they're successful because they taDr about themselves so much 

that the message is bound to come across, I had rather dreaded the occasion 

because he only speaks French. It's one of those which is not formal, yet 

not informal. You have. to have some kind of toast or presentation and it's 

awfully hard to talk with some of these fellows especially when you have to 

talk through an interpreter. But actually it worked out rather we 11. It 

was somewhat embarrassing to be the host and then have Soapy Williams along 

as second man. He was very gracious about it, wrote us a nice note and all, 

but it's only a few years ago that he was one of the leading Governors in 

the United States and a prominent contender for the Presidency. In the mean­

time he's been at a relatively low level for 4 years here in carrying forward 

his work in good spirit. He's a great guy. We were kidding about the Vice 

Presidency and I commented about him, and he laughed jocularly and said he 

had found two people in Michigan and that's all who supported that idea and 

they weren't he or his wife. Well, that one is that one. 

It was nice to have the Mondales on this. They had gone to the White 

House the night before and we made the car and driver available to them and 

they really enjoyed and I was able to give them a bit of a build up on the 

Sequoia trip which they enjoyed, too. And so that was a plus. 

I'm still struggling to catch up w:i:th the work that piled up during 

the week we were gone and I haven't been feeling very well. That stomach has 

been giving me trouble now for the last month, nothing real serious but just 



generally uncomfortable and I usually wake up three or four times during
/
I 

the night. 

The only really important thing in the legislative deal was the passage 

by the Senate of the meat quota import bill. It passed overwhelmingly and 

now we are trying to do something in the House. Mike came home from his 

Page job and ca.me down and said to me that all the boys were riding him 

especially when I was being attacked about this and what was it really all 

about. I told him that it was an example of how Democracy is not supposed to 

work and that when we are intolerant of other countries and how they don't 

work so effectively in their governmental institutions we need to be reminded 

of some of these examples of our ovrn.. In this case very few of the Senators 

who voted for that bill did so because they thought it was right -- instead 

they did it because of simple, political pressure engendered by a selfish 

pressure group these ca~tlemen. The President of course is jumping up and 

dm-m about it. George Ball and I went over and talked to Wilbur Mills and the 

Speaker and they were cooperative and we outlined a strategy to try and block 

it. Then the next day I had a very angry call from Carl Albert complaining 

about a speech a Republican had made that I had been over talking to the Leader­

ship and going around his baclt. He calmed down a bit when I told him that I 

certainly didn't hide the fact that I'd been over there or that I would talk 

with Mills and that he knew about it, and that we were seeking to avoid him 

embarrassment rather than the contrary and that I was certainly going to oppose 

the bill and he knew that, and he knew it wasn't a good bill. He then pointed 

out his political problems, threatened to resign as Majority Ieader, and 

generally was most excited. He was mad at. the Senate for dumping it over in 

the House and I can't blame him. He's on the spot be~ause Mansfield, the 

Majority Leader, could pass it and if that's the case why can't Albert? And so 



r' it goes. In the meantime the President is wild. I talked with him yes­

terday and he again issued directives about selling meat to Western Europe, 

that we had to get the price up over what it was a year. ago and that was 

the only answer to the criticisms. He directed me to get together with the 

State.Department and start a11· over again reviewing each country, contacting 

each Ambassador, and so we got that machinery under way and we'll report back 

again in 10 days. 

Back a moment to the personal problem -- one thing I've about resolved 

is that we better get some alternatives of some place to go and seek to .get 

this known and communicated tb that President. If we are to do a job here, 

it's going to take some real support. If we're taken for granted that support 

won't be forthcomi~g. I think we're rather taken for granted now. That 

plus the fact that this is not with all of its importance a job that has the 

problems that are before him daily. If we weren't doing a good job they would 

be before him daily . .And so I think I 1 ll get back in touch with Kirkpatrick 

and investigate this College Presidency thing again and tell him I am not 

adverse to any open invitations or any information in connection with it. In 

the meantime we ·will go ahead planning and programming here and I have scheduled 

tonight a long meeting to review where we go on our commodity programs in the 

future. In the meantime the best wey to prepare to put them through, as well 

as to protect myself, is to try and have some alternatives~ It wouldn't be 

fair to say that I don't trust.this President in terms of his concern for 

people and his willingness to discard them when it is politically expeditious, 

but that would be my judgment at this time and I'd better play it accordingly. 

Another interesting thing this week was a meeting with John Macy, Chair­

man of the Civil Service Commission and Nick Katzenba~h, Bobby Kennedy's 



Assistant, about charges brought against REA personnel here for solicitation 

and selling of tickets for the Democratic Gala. They do have affidavits in 

the records alleging that and, therefore, an uncomfortable position. I 1ras 

pleased and proud of Katzenbach who spoke out quite frankly and said that 

where the corrupt practices act in the Senate Resolution demanding an investi­

gation was concerned, and it is a violation to receive money from employees 

for political purposes· on Federal property, he would in due course report to 

the Senate that it existed throughout the Government, it had under a previous 

Administration, that it had never been enforced or anyone·prosecuted and he 

didn't propose to pick out anybody and prosecute them now, that it would be 

unfair and really immoral to do so. He stated the same thing in connection 

with the Hatch Act and the Civil Service Commission and this helped a great 

deal vlith John Macy. He also said that people really ought not to be solicited 

on Government property and Macy pointed out that Kennedy had said that instead 

mailings should go to their homes and they ought not to be under any kind of 

pressure. This we all agreed to. Macy agreed to delay their investigation 

just as long as he possibly could. He then will refer it over here and we'll 

do some more investigation. By that time Congress will be gone. Then if I 

have to do anything at all, it'll be something like filing a letter of reprimand 

so that people won't get hurt here for doing what is customary and has been 

done by both parties. We also all agreed, and I told Macy that this might be 

an opportunity to impress on the Democratic National Committee and the President 

that in the future this ought to be watched and not abused.and any coercion 

eliminated if there is some, and there is no evidence of any now. Macy reported 

to me there was growing resentment among Fe_deral employees and as such this 

kind of thing ought to be straightened up . 
.' \ 

• \---~~) 



I attended a CCC Board Meeting yesterday about policies in connection 

with grain storage and also the bin question and there is quite a struggle. 

about it related with the Coops on one hand and the ASCS people on the other 

those who want to maintain Government bin sites and, of course, the Coo.ps 

speaking now for the grain trade want to get rid of them. Actually I think 

the program has operated quite well here and there isn.'t much basis for mos.t 

of the complaints. 

Another success of the week really was the meeting of the Recreational 

Advisory Council where an agreement between the .A:rmy Engineers and the Forest 

Service was ratified. This is a leg up for the functioning of this Advisory 

Council which I have described before, however, Bob Weaver of the Housing 

and Home Finance Agency took issue with some language in the Bureau of Outdoor 

Recreation Committee reconnnendations and made tre:point he thought that the 

Council ought not to even make advisory recommendations· in the event of conflict. 

Stu Udall took strong issue with him on this and I sidetracked it feeling that 

we would be much wiser to accomplish the objective of ratifying the agreement 

at point, establish the precedent, and then when the Staff have completed their 

study of the management in such cases we can meet and thresh out the question 

whether we ~hould issue advisory opinions or not and in the meantime I can do 

some work behind the scenes. Actually this is an important principle. If such 

Presidentially appointed groups can conscientiously review and give opinions 

it will bring about agreements at oper·ating levels which otherwise would be 

impossible and which often land up in the Congre.ss. This still leaves with the 

administrative officer the right to refuse to concur and to carry the matter to 

the Bureau of the Budget and to the President if he feels strongly enough, but 

it also gives him some muscle to make his people act r~asonably, which sometimes 

is hard to do. It's easy to say all the boss has to do is issue a directive, 
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but the boss also has to live and work with the people and that means 

loyalty to the Agency and some of these things go very deep with the 

operating people. This one is working along and could very well be quite 

a contribution for the functioning of Government. I'm going to nurse it 

carefully. 

The National Advisory Commission was also in town and met this week and 

I took them over to the White House. The President was about an hour late 

coming in. -He was somewhat abrupt in asking me what I wanted of him~at this 

meeting, but it worked out and he came in and I told him about the Commission, 

and he made a little speech, sat down, and visited and kidded a bit. Then 

• the White House put out a statement which got some play . .Again, however, the 

a.mount of attention, the amount of play, as compared to his meetings with 

labor and with business was minimum. At least he's protected now so we can't 

say he's ignored agriculture~- but any real deep interest certainly wasn't there. 

Another event of the week was the conference held by AID and Agriculture 

and the Land-Grant Colleges on technical assistance in agriculture. Dave Bell 

made almost a flatfooted commitment in that he would be delegating out more 

and more work in this area to the Land-Grant Colleges and to the Department 

of Agriculture. Actually this really reflected the effort and the direction 

that I instigated in the memorandum of June 1961. Now we're moving forward 

to try and get some people over to India who are desperately needed there to 

help them set up an operator price support program that will mean something. 

I spoke to them Monday night in the State Department auditorium and had an 

excellent reception. The gist of my speech was that agricultural technical 

assmstance is essential to economic development and that economic development 

in these countries means markets for American agricul~ure. Actually the speech 



was directed to Jamie Whitten and to the Congress but there weren't any 

·of them there. The speech is not in the Congressional Record yet. I really 

think it should be, probably should be circulated, but in light of economic 

aid bills and P.L. 480 I'm just not sure how to play this one. However, I do 

have it on the record and I think Jamie will get the idea and it was pleasing 

that the speech was so well received which it was. 



August 1, 1964 -- 10:30 p.m. -- I just finished a 3-hour session with 

top staff people here and the Assistant Secretaries going over overall programs 

for the future. We concentrated on the commodity programs trying to figure 

out what to do and came out with nothing very concise, but with a better feel­

ing and something of an overview. 

A number of proposals were-reviewed and it ended up pretty much this 

way: 

1. That in budgeting this time we would think in terms of the "Great 

Society" -- in terms of rural .America and building it up what it would take 

to do the job and that we would send over the figures t.o do the job and fight 

for them. I related to the group that the President had said on a number of 

occasions, including at the last Cabinet ~eeting, that given a mandate for 

4 years we would go on to building a "Great Society" and doing the things that 

needed to be done for a better life for all our people. That I for one was 

prepared to take him at his 1rord, to plan, to budget accordingly. I did say 

we might have to make some value judgments along the way on this in terms of 

what we could get but that that at least ought to be our starting point. This 

was part of the suggestion that we try and again not emphasize the connnodity 

programs. 

Where the commodity programs are concerned it was agreed we would make 

them cost as little as possible and that we would ha;ve to add to the wheat 

and_ feed grain programs a kind of general land retirement provision, includ­

ing whole farms, something simil8.! to what the Farm Bureau as a matter of fact 

has been advocating, something like the conservation reserve with better 

administration. This would be combined with the wheat and feed grain programs 



targe_ting in land on a 1-year basis under those programs so that we could 

keep on top of production and not have runaway production with heavy sur­

pluses .• 

It was agreed that the farm income. picture is not as bleak. as farmers 

complain it to be, that many farmers are close to parity of income and many 

more are above it if you include the increasing value of land into.which 

earnings are capitalized. This is really a kind of· forced earnings that 

farmers go through and do not realize. The groups that are most militant 

that are in the commercial farming group, such as NFO today, are those that 

don't have quite enough resour-ces and those who are buying land at a very 

heavy cost and paying for it, the same for supplies, and are having a ·tough 

time making a go of it at that rate. Our overall income figures when we lump 

all farmers of course are low, but these commercial $10,000 income or better 

farmers are doing pretty well. I suggested to John Schnittker that we do 
(_ ) 

some spot studies on this through the NFO country, I would like to know a good 

deal more about it. We don't have much alternative but to go forward with 

these programs, combine the land retirement, get the cost dorm. as much as 

we can consistent with maintaining our farm income figures, and then ju.st do 

our best to bull it through-. If we don't succeed why we have done our very 

best and then we will have to go through the wringer for everyone agreed that 

to have a 50 percent drop in net farm income which most studies show absence 

of a feed grain and wheat program mean would result in chaos, extreme hard­

ship, the devaluation of this land purchased at a higher price, and would be 

catastrophic and something that our economy simply could not afford. 

This pretty well recaps the discussion. Mr. Murphy will proceed with 

his work on the numbers with John Schnittker. Some announcements will have 

. . . .. . . . ·. . .· .. ··• .. 



to be made on the feed grain program very soon and on the wheat program 

and when that's done we will have a pretty good idea of what our program 

position will be and it looks like we will just have to proceed on this 

basis and hope for the best. 

In the course of this 
,J 

discussion I had some private thoughts. It 

would constitute failure and in effect repudiation for my administration 

of this Department and for my policy shou~d this happen. Charley Murphy 

said well then they will have voted for it themselves and the net result 

will speak for itself and that's that and they've asked for it. By the same 
.. 

token it will mean that the people involved will suffer) we will not have 

accomplished our purpose, and the Secretary will have failed. I shouldn't 

be thinking this personal I guess, but as I get along here a bit in years I 

feel a bit cynical about this and I do not want to get into a position where 

once again we make a great sacrifice with nothing to show for it in terms of 

either recognition or accomplishment. If that's selfishness, I guess I'm just 

getting selfish. It's a rather challenging thing and a real responsibility· 

and I suppose I'll ride it through and take my lumps and be reassured by the 

old admonition that he who exalteth himself is exalted very little, but it is 

a kind of tough trail. However, if we can move ahead in this campaign and 

organize this Rural .AmericansE:.for Johnson movement throughout the ent·ire 

country reaching city as well as rural Congressmen, we could build a tremendous 

force and have great power with 
-

the Congress at 
. 

the next Session. So maybe this 

is the route to take. Anyway, enough for this -- it's time to go home -­

tomorrow off for Texas and another speech. 

I close with this, I talked with Jane tonight because· I didn't go home 

for dinner but stayed here. She remarked the radio was·full all day with the 



President saying that the Cabinet was foreclosed from being Vice President 

not because they were no good, but because they were too good. This is 

really amusing -- he's pulled a political cut~e, he's gotten rid of Bobby 

Kennedy, and in the process he's ·said that no one iri his Cabinet is worth 

being Vice President. I'm not so sure this is so smart. This ltind of slick 

political tactic tends to fall too much in the overall image of Johnson which 

is damaging.· He is fundamentally a political operator as distinguished from 

the brave Goldwater~ Indidentally, I've had a half a dozen very nasty 

letters from my speech in Wichita last Saturday night where the press picked 

up the language "Can we afford a trigger happy President?" Boy this crowd 

is really militant and that's for sure. Enough.. for now - - closing out on 

August 1. 

Monday, August 3, 1964,. 3:10 -- I came in from a trip last week end 

that I'll relate with a long term plan, had some feel of bounce and enthusiasm, 

which I had wrung out of me a bit this morning. I just came from the President's 

office and an unpleasant conference. It revolves around the question of beef 

again and the long and the short of it was that after a morning on the Hill, 

for cattlemen are in here now from every state in the Union, the President 

called George Ball 8.Iild me to his office and in effect said, "I told you last· 

November-this was going to be serious and you weren't able to get the forces 

together, the vote in the Senate indicated you hadn't done your home work 

when the vote there was 78 to 12 for the quota allotm,ent bill and that the 

strategy we had outlined was about all we could do." To back up, this morning 

or rath~r last Friday night we had a long conference that I related and I got 

news the cattlemen were coming in from every State ~o lobby for the bill in 

the House. Over the week end I thought about it and discussed it by 'phone 



( from Texas wi~h Ken Birkhead and others and decided that I should meet 

with them and tried to meet with them this morning. The earliest we could 

set the meeting for was 4:00 o'clock. 

I had breakfast early with Beorge Ball for he had talked with the 

President after I called the President from Texas and explained to him about 

the meeting and asked his advice on it and he concurred that it should be 

held. He then called Ball. In the meantime last week we were in the process 

of preparing some kind of alternative, some kind of compromise,. which we dis­

cussed at breakfast, and then went up to see first Carl Albert who was bitterly 

unhappy, complained about his position in the House again and how the Senate 

with that kind of a vote had made it impossible. We then went to Mills --

Mills had not changed his position except he felt less sure of himself because 

of Albert's position and the general feeling in the House. He still felt that 

he could raise this matter; that is, the Senate bill, and get unanimous consent 

to send it to eonference but he would be stronger if he could say fue had in 

mind working something out in eonference. We felt; I feel, and the President 

agreed, that it would be very dangerous and it might be taken away from him 

on the Floor of the House and the Senate Bill concurred in. We then called 

the Speaker because a Resolution ·had been introduced which would be referred 

immediately to Rules to call it up before the House. The Rules Committee can 

now act on this and it's always possible the Chairman might do so precipitously 

and after some haggling with John McCormack, he agreed to call the Speaker and 

I'm waiting to hear from him now so nothing happens too quickly. We are one 

vote short in the Rules Committee, but with Dick Bolling gone and facing a 

tough primary tomorrow we definitely would not have the votes if he tried to 

move it immediately. The best strategy seems to be not to take a chance on 

the Floor of the House, to try and delay as much in the Rules Committee as 



possible, to try and get votes to send it to Conference without instruction. 

We will have a better chance to get that vote if we've been able to work 

out some kind of a compromise that's acceptable and one we can live with. 

There is such a compromise I think which would strengthen us politically , 

would proteet some of the Congressmen and would generally solve the problem. 

The President said that was all we could do but he wasn't very complimentary 

and generally just left us with the feeling it wasn't a very good job on our 

part. I was going to tell him that we had in effect had orders from the 

White House not to fight too hard in the Senate because of Mike Mansfield 

but that looked too much like making excuses so I let it lay. I had to rush 

to his office from a meeting in the Department here where I had invited all 

the Cabinet Officers over and we were just starting lunch when I was called 

to the White House. It was very intere~ting because all of the talk was last 

week's.maneuver on the Vice Presidency. In this connection, some of it was 

really quite amusing. Udall particularly felt left out that his name had not 

been one of those withdrawn and stated repeatedly that he didn't know I had 

been under such serious consideration. He came back to this several times and 

so finally I jokingly said that why shouldn't I be under consideration look at 

the qualificatfuons. '\i<n1enI :teft the group I said to them that I felt going to 

the White House now, again jokingly, something like I felt in November 1960 

when I had been called to then Senator Kennedy's suite in the Hotel in Los 

Angeles and didn't know what the results would be. 'fb.ey all laughed but it 

was somewhat heartening to note that.many there acknowledged that. I did have 

some qualifications and had been, or perhaps should have been, a possibility. 

In this connection I did find out something about the speech in Kansas 

where I got the note from Jack Valenti saying this was _a little too strong 
...,_ 

I • ' yet. Apparently Dillon talked to the President directly and said what tone 
\.. / 



should I set.'in speaking. The President had apparently talked at great 

length and then had complained in effect that after that Cabinet meeting 

that I went out and made that speech attacking Goldwater in Kansas .. The 

fact Hodges had made a strong speech he excused because Hodges wasn't at 

the Cabinet Meeting. Yet he never did call me about it, but rather sent 

the Valenti note. This kind of obtuseness makes it so.terribly hard to work 

vli..th this man. 

A moment ago Charley Murphy and I were visiting and Charley made the 

remark that the Cabinet all seemed in good spirits and were kidding back 

and forth but there wasn't much evidence of confidence, respect or affection 

for the President. I'm afraid that's right. Dillon agreed with me that the 

Cabinet Meeting_ in question certainly didn't set dovm very clear or concise 

guidelines. So this leaves me now feeling a bit let down again. Everytime 

I meet with this Man I have the feeling somehow or other that he doesn't like 

me, doesn't trust me, and this makes it hard. Ellender has said on occasion 

don't let him upset you because that's the way he gets people to move. But 

I think it's a little different in my case for he's never really spoken 

sharply with the one exception on the airplane but rather in kind of indirection. 

He also make the kind of crack, goingafter George Ball this time on oil imports, 

in stating we were driving the little oil man out of business and a few of our 

big oil men were getting all the business and that this kind of an.ADA 

philosophy, and then looked at me, led no where. Again this might not have 

been personal, but making allowances for personal sensitivity it surely does 

make one uncomfortable. 

The week end was rather successful I thought. I flew down to Texas and 

got some work done on the way down. I read Humphrey's ~ook on poverty which 

was very loosely written, throwing together a lot of statistics and palliatives 



to solve the problem. Out of it jelled a kind of long term program. Such 

a program would make it worth while staying here and trying.to get something 

done in program even though the uncomfortableness of maneuver and the diffi­

culty of working with this man continues and one does not like it and feels 

almost degraded in the process. There is always of course the maneuvering 

around the throne but when you respect the man and enjoy his presence like 

Kennedy it's one thing -- when you have the feeling like this one it's another. 

In any event it jelled something like this. 

First of all that we would go ahead to org~ize a Rural Americans 

for Johnson along the Commodity, Consumer, Community lines seeking to build 

a real political base for program. Second, that we would take the book or 

pamphlet or statement of overall problem and policy currently being written 

in the Department and rework it in terms of a positive program which would 

__j 
be directed toward the long run and a soluti~n of the problem or measurable 

goals by 1970. This in the form of a book we would try and promote and put 

out just after the election. It would have the effect of stating, as many 

people have in this Administration already, what we should do and what the 

goals are. This together with a political organization that we could build 

during the campaign would mean some muscle to accomplish these goals. In the 

meantime we _would try and do our internal. bud.geting accordingly. Even if 

the figures are large for such things as forestry, conservation, water, educa­

tion, food use, _and a host of others, nonetheless we would send them forward 

• and be prepared to fight for them and I would be prepared to say to the President 

that you have said that if we get a mandate frs>m the people that the,- prqgram 

of the New Deal and the -Fair Deal look pale in comparison 1-Tith what we would 

do for this country. We can then fight for it,within l:eason of c~urse, not 

expecting everything and if it's I could leave·he:rewithiio:b-1:.fortF:mgmi"ng banners 
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( flying and at least with a clear entmciation of policy and a recognition 

that refusal to carry that policy forward had resulted in my separation and 

not just kind of slink away or quit in a temper or generally leave with a 

bad taste. As Jane said over the week end, we would not be happy doing that­

and running away from the battle. On the other hand, as I have said, I don't 

feel like getting chopped up in little pieces again for no good purpose and 

working for a man when you don't know where he's going, what he is, and where 

it is to extremely distasteful. 

When I got home Sunday I had a-call from Walter Jenkins saying the President 

had read a memorandum from me and that I should most definitely go forward to 

organize the Rural Americans for Johnson. So at least I have that much of a 

mandate. Now I'll try and call everybody together and see if we can get going 

in the right direction. 

In a few moments now I will have to go in and meet with these cattlemen 
-- _,I 

who have been up on the Hill all da.Y lobbying for the bill and try and get the 

feel of that one. I don't look forward to it. The President was right I think 

in saying there ·wasn't much sense in trying to negotiate.:.w.ith them because all 

they would understand is power and they now have the power and know it. He 

also complained about the failure of consumer support and talked about a few 

small states being able to run the showon the Hill which would mean highly 

increased cost of food for the other large states and that we ought i:n have 

been able to mobilize some force. -'.:b:5stop j;he :_·bill by consumer attention. 

. pointed out to him the ads in the paper last week, the iegal voters, and the 

others who are working on this but that the consumers simply weren't organized 

or very vocal and it took a strong, loud, clear vo~ce like the President's 

to reach them, they didn't have any organizational structure. Again, 4110 response 

to that. 

I 



I suppose in all fairness, he is worried, frustrated, reaching at straws 

and is more or less needling us because the end result as we now face it is 

not a good one. Ball got his share, too, so I perhaps shouldn't be quite 

as sensitive as I am about it. He knows these things and he himself was· 

not able to do anything with Mike Mansfield or the Senate. He also mentioned 

that Humphrey and the Leadership had voted for it. 

In the discussion with the Cabinet Officers the question of Humphrey or 

McCarthy came up. Somebody asked what difference it would be in Minnesota 

-and I said that well Minnesota would probably be very grateful to have either 

but that there seemed from Minnesota standards little reason why it shouldn't 

be Humphrey, only the fact -·,ofl:::, • catholicism which I thought would be a bad 

basis for a choice. There was agreement on that. I further stated that 

Catholicism and the danger of a religions political party or caucuses within 

our current party ought to have been put to rest in 1960. That I'd made a 

speech-on it that I thought had cost me the election and I hoped it wouldn't 

come up again. Everyone agreed. 

Last Hight I took Mike and_ Jane and we went to a movie which was ~eUght­

ful but before that to a reception at Chuck Roberts 7 a Minnesota College friend, 

and the Bureau Chief for News Week. In the course of this discussion with 

some of them all of the silly maneuvering of the last week and the Bobby Kennedy 

withdrawal came to light. It seems that first of all the President talked to 

Bobby and told him he would not be Vice Predential candidate and offered him 

the campaign directorship. Bobby went back to the Department of Justice and 

apparently said off the record well now we'll just have to organize a country 

of our own in a laughing kind of wey. Then the President set down the require­

ments for a Presidential candidate which didn't quite fit Bobby and when 

( that didn't go down so well with the press, he made the declaration taking 

i 
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the Cabinet members out of the rmming. Then the contention was we weren't 

qualifj_ed so he said we were too important as a team and he had to keep us. 

That 1-;ras obviously silly, too. Then ·he had an off the record conference 

in which he gave some other reasons, one of which apparently was an exarnple 

of Cabinet members in politics was again my Wichita speech criticizing 

Goldwater. As re ported to me, he wasn 't really critical of me in this but 

merely related it., but it ·was immediately reported out as a rebuhe to me for 

attacking Goldwater. This apparently.has appeared in a Drew Pearson column 

which I haven't seen yet. In any event it was not a very good performance. 

One of the worrisome things about this is that this whole kind of mess and 

approach to things ends up with the kind of posture that maintains the bad 

image of the President as a kind of political conniver and maneuver and 

schemer as distinguished from Goldwater's outspoken courage, et cetera. 

In-conversation with Carl Albert and people on the Hill I also find a 

great fear that there is a lot of dissention and undercm ..rent of discontent, 

a general feeling among people that something has ~o be done, and of course 

this typifies it now in these peoples minds in this meat import bill problem. 

As I've said before, I think that's Washington fever, and around the country 

it's not that bad at all. This is why I think the President is probably making 

a mistake in holding back on the Goldwater attack busine~ or at least turning 

a favof us loose. Luther Hodges reception in North Carolina when he attacked 

was good. That's his business of course and I seek to comply, but it sure 

is confusing. 

Tonight we're going.to have a Sequoia boat trip with S. K. Patil, Indian, 

the former Minister of Agriculture and a strong prime mover in India. He's 

here to ~lay a little politics and get a little color and ~hhance his position 



(" • 
\ .. 

as the man with the most influence 

a relaxed and I hope and interesting 

in the United States .. 

and useful evening. 

It ought to be 

We'll have to 

play this one by ear. It's but another facet of what goes on in this enormous 

Department. 
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August 12, 1964 -- Again a busy and hectic day and I haven't been feel­

ing very well and have been accordingly a bit depressed and had that feeling 

of being completely overwhelmed. 

In part it was triggered by a sequence of events yesterday that were 
//) 

really ridiculous but I'm afraid somewhat typical o:r this Admini-stratio:r;i. I've . 

mentioned before the fact that there was confusion in my mind as to the line 

to take speaking politically following a cabinet Meeting some time ago, and 

t~t subsequently I discovered that the President himself had told Scottie Reston 

of' the New York Times that I had been "rebuked" for such a hard line on Goldwater. 

When I got in here yesterday morning Rod Leonard came in with instructions 

from the Democratic National Committee.that a Cabinet and Sub-cabinet Officer 

should-take a very hard line attacking Goldwat'er vigorously and the President 

would travel the high road. This was so contrary to his criticisms of me, 

( which incidentally had not been directly made but rather by way of the Valenti 

letter and the other general comments around and the·newspaper story, and inas­

much as I had a speech before the Association of County Officials and also a 

farm-labor speech on Saturday I thought I'd call and ask him. When I broached 

the subject he immediately jumped and said that we ought to travel the high 

road, that I had been at the Cabinet Meeting hadn't I, and therefore I shouldn't 

have made that Wichita speech, wasn't it clear at the Cabinet Meeting? I told 

him it wasnot clear at the cabinet Meeting; otherwise I would not have made 

the Wichita speech, and then told him what the orders were from the National 

Committee. This brought silence, and he said "from whom'l" I told him I did not 

know but_ they had come through my press secretary. He said he would look into 

that and then repeated his instructions to ignore Goldwater, to talk about all 

the good things we had done and what good shape we were. in and the • progres_s _ 



/'"· ' 
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,·• 
being made and let Goldwater travel the low road. I, of course., indicated I 

wouJ.d comply. 

The more I thought about this the more disturbed I got. In about 5 min­

utes I had a call from Ken O'Donnell asking from whom the orders had come dn 

the National Committee. I tola. him. Ken and I agreed that ve didn't agree with 

the President, but of course wouJ.d follow the orders. subsequently I found out 

through Tom who tallted vi th Cliff Carter that actually Valenti and Bill H:>yers 

bad comrmmicated to the National Committee the. instru.ctions that tq.e Cabinet was. 

to take a hard line, and apparently they themselves felt that this had been 

cleared with the President. The orders of course were reversed but reportedly 

they are going back to try and move the President to a position where the Cabinet 

would be lllt1ch more positive and aggressive in attacking Goldwater. 

All of this more or less disturbed me and so I finally wrote the President 

a band written letter., a copy of which is attached here. I'm not sure it was· 

a good thing to do. If I had waited I probabl.y wouJ.dn1t have sent it, but at 

least it stated '1II3'position. On the one hand I didn't want to be in the position 

of having gone •.~contrary to policy and directions - onr :the other hand. I wan:~ed 

to make i·t clear to the President that I would get out. of. here promptly and 

quickly when I couldn't carry forward his policies and' I wrote it in part with 

the hope that had some impliea.tions that might be more . broad than the instant 

• fa.et situation. 

Ia.st night we-were home late for we.went out to meet .the Bulgarian Minister 

of Agriculture and his plane was delayed until after midnight. I discovered 

yesterday incidentally after playing squash that I had a nice ease of hemorrhoitits 

which adds another problem including hot soakings three. times a day- and a buneh 

of other monkey business by way, of treatment hopefully to make surgery unnecessary-. 



This morning the testimony on P.L .. 480 went rather well before 

Ellender -- so well, that. I can only believe that he wants to hurry and will 

come back. at us later and mer.ely wanted an appearance for the record. Dave 

Bell was quite surprised at how easy· it went and I indicated to him I thought _ 

we had pretty well sold Ellender the House Bill. That remains to be seen. The 

problem of· control will be a difficult one. I had a battle with the Bureau of 

the Budget yesterday who thought the Committee· System Poage has developed was 

an invasion·of' Executive Authority and on my pa.rt I acknowledged there· was some 

hint of it but that as a practical matter the stakes in passing the bill were 

so great that we ought not to quibble. Kermit Gordon stubbornly insisted to the 

contrary and was to send over language for me to. insert in the record this 

morning so that if' it· did pass 'With the House-Poage proviso the President at. 

least could take exception to that when he signed it. Well, I didn't get the 

language • in time and ·when the question came up I think I followed a sounder 

route in declaring that I was in opposition to any change because I thought the 

current control was adequate and the Executive legislative relationship good. 

Ellender didn't press it mil.ch farther and Gordon seemed satisfied. We're 

really moving these days as the Congress comes to a close and legislation goes 

spilling out of' there. 

Food Stamp passed -µnanimpusly yesterday in the Hous.e and that's really 

a majo;r victory. Now we've got to get an appropriation. We've got some foul 

ups also on appropriations for Research but we'll have to get to them and work 

them out one by one. 

Now on to a little soaking to try and take care of' my new malady. And 

then a dinner tonight for the Bwhgarian Minister of Agriculture which I look 

forward to and need like six sore heads. 



Monday -·August 17, 1964 - 9:05 p.m. in my office at home. The last 

week has sure been a hectic one. I just walked out to tell Thompson, my 

driver, he can go home. He's been waiting here since about 7:00 o'clock 

while I talked back and forth with Ken Birkhead, trying to see where we 

would land on Public law 480 which Ellender has been giving us a lot of 

trouble on in the Senate. He wants to substitute the use of food for dollars 

in the AID program rather than use it as a supplement, and seeks to accomplish 

that purpose by subjecting P.L. lJao to Appropriations. I've been opposing 

this vigorously-. He succeeded in getting almost a blank check from the 

Appropriations Conunittee, and the question was how he would write this. As it 

now stands according to my latest conversation, it would provide that grants 

whether they· be for economic development or military and grants either made 

by way of agreements under new contracts with the countries or grants made 

from funds we paid by them from loans made from initial sales would have to go 

through the. Appropriations Committee and thereby be merged into the AID· program 

in its budgeting problems. This is one I can't fight with him much about 

because it would not restrict our negotiating agreeme~ts with them for ~gri­

culture and it becomes an AID not an agricultural problem. 

Today we also spent most of the afternoon before the Ways and.M3ans Com­

mittee and the Finance Connnittee in conference once again and finally resolved 

the meat import question on a half-way reasonable basis. A bad part of the 

agreement which remains would call for the '57 to '63 base .but it wouldn't go 

into effect unless it was triggered by an announcement by the Secretary of 

Agriculture that imports would exceed that amount by more than 10 percent. 

Further, the President would have discretion to prevent it coming into effect 

or to set aside the quotas in the event of over-riding the national economic 



interest, national emergency, or abnormally high consumer prices, or 

satisfactory international agreement. Also all meats are aggregated and 
J 

a proportional growth formula written in which is consistent with our 

international bargaining position. This actually represents very re~l 

progress and the boys negotiated it over the week end with the cattle 

people who turned out much more reasonable than I had suspected. When I 

bad mentloned compromise to them. 10· days ago they wouldn't even talk. In 

the meantime we built up a real head of steam involving importer groups, 

consumer groups, Iady League of Women voter groups, commodity groups and 

a lot of others that we should have activated a long time ago in a much 

more concentrated campaign and it exposed them to.the extent that they were 

worried about both a Presidential veto and looking Fetty selfish to the 

rest of the country .. 

I talked to the President about this today and he seemed reasonably 

pleased and then jumped on me about my testimony to come this week before 

the Platform Connnittee about agricultural income, saying we hadn't succeeded 

in getting this through, and also we hadn't gotten across the increased 

beef prices,that we really weren't reaching the farmers with the message of 

improvements in agriculture. He·' s right -- but believe me what a job it is 

to reach 'em. 

Saturday I traveled all day going out to Kansas City for a rally 

to be sponsored by the packinghouse workers and the NFO_. Staley the head of 

the NFO didn't show up, Ralph Helstein the head of the packinghouse vorkers 

didn't show up, there were fewer than 300 people _there and it was a kind of 

miserable performance which gobbled up a day of precious time when we're 

under heavy pressure and tired as Congress seeks to reach a ciose. I was 



furious, but there's no sense fighting the problem so I spoke for over 

an hour and did the best I could to put on a show. We had a fair • press 

conference, allegedly some fair advance press, and hopefully some reasonable 

follow-up press out of Kansas City and on the wires. Mostly it was a wasted 

day. 

We did meet with some of the millers and they' re really putting on 

the pressure. The problem of trying to get across the real ~tory of wheat 

is at the moment an extraordinarily tough one. What it comes:-_;dowll to is 

that now when the farmer takes his ..:wheat into the miller he is told because 

it brings a low price that the so-called Freeman tax, mainly the certificate, 

is what keeps down his price. He believes this now, particularly in the 

areas where there isn't much compliance. Then we ·announced the new wheat 

program for 1965which strengthened it for the complier who takes 20 percent 

acres out but cuts income a bit for the one who does not cut quite that much. 

The net result has been a scream from the Farmers Union, including a wire to 

the White House and a number of other places, and more complaints. Somehow 

it seems we can't win. 

In the meantime things have been pretty hectic here in the Freeman. 

household for we've been running virtually a youth hostel. First of all 

Connie came home as I have dictated somewhat rebellious about a week ago. 

The first day here we had a German boy who is a close friend of the Brolschs, 

her German family. He stayed with us for several daws. Then we had two 

bd>ys who were part of Connie's ICYE group who came and also spent a night 

rlth us. Then we had one day off and ·then we now have had-· ov~r the week end 

two boys from Australia who are very delightful but still.represent guests. 

Then Jane took on a neighborhood party for Connie which took her most of Satur­

day and all day yesterday which was delightful, f'un, but hard work. Right 



now she' s upstairs sleeping. She wou.ldn 't let me do the di shes . Connie 

and the Australian boys are off to the Carter Barren theater, Mike is out 

with the car on a date with Gail Kelly who is back in town from Boston, 

his old flame, and here I sit in the study. 

Connie has also revised her plans and has now applied to American 

University, seeking to get into the foreign service school there, with 

seemingly fair prospects of' doing so because of her good grades, her German 

and her year abroad. If that works out, she won't go to Douglass. This 

also has taken some family planning, long hours of discussion. I wanted 

her really to go on to Douglass, feeling that she would enjoy college life 

that way and that college doesn't mean much if' you have to live at home. 

That -wasmy experience f'or I never of' course enjoyed college. It was just 

a chore and hard work. But she has grown up a good deal, is very serious 

minded and actually has been a bit appalled and disgusted with- her old 

Luther League High School group here who shemys now returned from college 

are mostly smartalec about how much they can drink, neck, and apparently 

a few other things that she thinks are kinda silly at this point. I'm not 

what to make of· all of -this at this point but it combined with Mike's beginning 

of' football practice and his excitement about it have meant that the Freeman 

family i~deed are at sixes and sevens and going in every which direction. 

I'm glad the meat thing is settled for that was a tough one. As we 

went back and forth last week t_rying to figure out just how tough we could 

bargain, George Ball and I had a session with the President that was really 

kind of revealing. He was almost pensive . He complained in an almost 

bewildered fashion as if he couldn't quite understand about a Joe Rowe letter 

on Am. .stationery with Humphrey and M:lCe.rthy.1 s names on it rallying all the 

forces to resist the seating of the Mississippi Delegation at the National· 



Convention. He said he had gone to sleep thinking about that and had 

awakened early and he just couldn't understand it because nothing was to 

be gained. After all at the Governor's instance Mississippi at least 

would pernli t the Presidential Nominees to be on the state Ballot. This • 

ws the requirement set down by the so-called Humphrey battle agreement 

going way back to the '52 Convention in which I fought such a fight. 

• Alabama and Iouisiana on the other hand who were not subject to this kind 

of an attack, ~pa.rently will not permit the Democratic Nominee on their 

ballots at all. • He shook and held his head in a bewildered fashion and 

said he just couldn't understand this kind of' carryings on when absolutely 

nothing was to be established, and then he said and I didn 1.t know quite 

how to read this one, "Here I find two supposedly Vice Presidential Ce.ndidates 

on a letterhead, to wit, Humphrey and McCarthy. 11 We got into this as he 

was commenting that the beef' situation is about as hopeless and helpless 

as this one. That these people basically know that imports are not causing 

their problem. We have moved these prices up over_ the $26.00 level now and 

what they are asking for can only be damaging and yet they, including Mansfield 

the Majority Leader of the Senate, insist on doing so. Well, he said, we 

should do our best. That we should try and get discretion, that we should 

try and get a bill that everyone could live with, and if we couldn't why he 

guessed he'd veto it, that he had more guts than brains, but again it just 

didn't make much sense. For the first time in the time I've knotm him I fe:J,.t 

really almost kind of sorry for him and felt a sense of personal loyalty and 

desire to help which I haven't quite felt where this man's concerned before. 

Anyhow, we went out and worked at it again, and aft~r we completed 

the long session on Friday, why then Mills called in the cattle people and 



we sat around with them. They were quite friendly and amiable, quite 

pleased to be asked in, and a 13-hour session on Saturday resulted in 

agreements.that were verified today. This is a good example, however, of' 

how a power group organized to cut across all lines as they are who get 

into a _fortunate political situation, such as this one is, where they get 

a good deal of' extra political power because theycan force a Presidential 

veto that is politically dangerous and where they have had the kind of' 

vote in the Se~ate they got.because of the unique circumstances involving 

Mansfield opposing quotas when the wheat-cotton bill first went through, 

then sponsoring legisa.ation, our not fighting it in a wish not to offend 

him, and then an overwhelming Senate vote resulting. All adding together 

into a unique and quite peculiar set of circumstances. But when we went to 

work and mobilized all the forces and when their own decent instincts came 

into play and when a piece of skillful parliamentarian work by Mills and 

patient negotiating over a long period of time, we've come out with something 

not too bad. So the Democratic process, even the legislative process, does 

work and in the long run get .pretty good results. I couldn't help leaning 

over to George Ball, however, spending all this time with the burning questions 

of' Cyprus and the Congo and Viet Nam hanging over his head, and saying to 

him, "How in the hell can we expect a travel native 5 years out of the bush 

in the Congo to operate through Democratic government when we make such hard 

work out of it after 200 years.-" 

We're going in full speed in trying to the the':·Rural Americans for 

Johnson organized with some success but we haven't quite gotten off' the ground 

yet and I'm a bit worried about it. I had a long talk wit_h Herschel Newsom 

of the Grange today, both about the beef bill and about plans for the future. 



He said he had a long talk with President Johnson and he had told the 

President that I was the best Secretary of Agriculture that he had ever 

known and certainly that he had ever worked with. All of which is nice 

to hear but means not: ,a great deal. He expressed his anxiety that I 

should continue in this job and responded better than it was predicted 

he would to my plea that the Grange get in and help us organize this 

Rural America operation. Now we' 11 see if he's willing to serve himself. 

August 20,., 1964-- 5:47 p.m. I must leave for the airport in a few 

minutes. I'm going down to Georgia to visit some tobacco markets and 

try to do a little campaigning. The price is good and maybe I can direct 

the attention of some of those Georgia crackers to their pocketbooks rather 

than to Civil Rights . Anyway I' 11 try. 

r- just. checked the press release announcing some changes in the 

handling of grain and storage policy which the GTA has been pushing hard 

for and called Humphrey to let him know. I chided him for running to the 

White House to critically review our recent wheat program announcement, 

asked him how his campaign was coming along, and then told him with a note 

of some irony in my voice that history has a strange way of reversing 

itself. He's never mentioned a word to me about the Vice Presidency and 

this was no exception. It was a rather cool conversation which I closed by 

saying, "If I can help, let me know." He acknowledged that he was • campaign­

ing on all fronts. This is surely one of Washington's best kept secrets. 

Iast night a:f'ter a party the President put on for Congress called "Salute 

to Congress" on the White House lawn, which was incidentally very effective, 

I asked Richard Harkness if he had heard anything and he 1:3aid this was 

the best kept secret in all his time in Washington. 'lom just came in and 



said that Murray Garth, the Time reporter, assigned to Humphrey and the 

Vice Presidency, told him he had covered Washington and no one knew any­

thing. No one does. I doubt if. the President himself has. ma.de up his mind. 

Gerry Heaney was in town this week. He said he came here thinking it would 

be Humphrey -- now he doubts it. He thinks it will probably be Bob McNamara. 

I wouldn't be surprised. 

This has been a kind of lousey week. I haven't felt well. We've 

all been busy and occupied, what with Connie and the youth hostel we are 

-running. Congress has been ~ving along here and that Is always messy and 

of course where we go from here has been a constant question in mind particular­

ly with the possibility of a Senatorship. opening.up in Minnesota. All :imall 

it hasn't been one of' the snappiest weeks or one with the greatest accomplish­

ment. I still don't lmow what I want to do, although I guess I'm inclining 

to·;_.the view that if that Senatorship opens perhaps we ought to go for it. I 

don It know. Karl would likely appoint me . It certainly woum be the easiest 

thing for him to do politically, but he might have other ideas. I don't know 

whether I'd be happy in the Senate. Ia.st night Jane asked Abe Rib~coff and 

he said he was and more so than. any job he had ever had in public life, but 

he's an entirely different kind of man than I am. Well enough of' this for 

now -- on to Georgia. 

I just came over from the White House -- it's now 2:20' on Saturday 

aft.ernoon, August 22. The President had the Democratic 'Governors in for a 

kind of forum with some Cabinet Officers to give them information and then 

there will be ddl.nner party tonight. I came in early this morning and actually 

rehearsed like I used to to go on Te~evision to try and boil my remarks down 

to seven minutes. Actually, I didn't look at my-watch but I'm afraid they 

https://opening.up


were closer to 15. I thought that they were pointed, useful, information 

that these Governors otherwise don't get. Actually I felt pretty good about 

it. But the President a])parently d.idn 't listen and when I mentioned to him 

my trip.yesterday through the tobacco auctions of Georgia, he put his arm 

around me and said too long, you fellows spoke too long and r had to cut off 

the political analysis. I'm tired today and I can't help but feel let down 

about this time. It's a bit silly but a. compliment or a bit of encourage­

ment now· and then helps and there don't seem to • be many from this character 

and of course I've seen him time others out and.insist on staying within a given 

number of minutes again and again and so I'm sure I'm not alone. Ap:yway 
'. ' 

Governors and some Administration people and some political people listened 
' I 

to something that otherwise they wouldn't have heard and ag!'-iculture gets so 

little hearing that maybe it's just as well that I went ahead even though he's 

displeased. 

I had a pretty good day yesterday actually going through five tobacco 

markets in Georgia. I flew down the night before with John Duncan and was met 

by Phil Campbell. We drove in the rain from Jacksonville, Florida down to 

Valdosta where I met with a group of people and we visited and_had a few drinks. 

We started early in the morning there with a breakfast, then visited,::.a • Pierce 

tobacco warehouse, then on to Adel, Georgia; then to Tifton, Georgia; then on 

to Douglas, Georgia; and finally to Waycross, Georgia. I then ·flew with 
\ 

Doyle Connor, the Commissioner of Agriculture from Florida, into Jacksonville 

where I had a brief' press conference, and then flew on home. I'd gotten the 

word of today's meeting so I came to the office and tried to get the signals 

as to what I would say today and then fussed. about it for I did want to stay 

within the time and I did have.some things I think needled saying and I've 

already dictated what happened. Anyway that's another. episode. 



Right now I'm sitting here loaded with all kinds of stuff. I'm 

worried ~bout this Southern Situation, although I am somewhat encouraged 

by the trip. yesterday. The farmers seem. to be pretty cool initially but 

when I talked nuts and bolts with them and pointed out that the tobacco 

program and other commodity programs were at stake and what they mean and 

reminded them of prices in the Hoover days I really got a good response. 

Somehow·the farmers in the South remember those days better than the people 

in the Midwest and they, therefore, are much more commodity conscious. 

Of course they have the training in the mandatory programs now for quite 

some time. 

This morning I ca.me • into the office early. Jane was coming; but she 

had to stay home. We still had the two Australian boys that she had to 

work out of the house. Ellen is still there. Connie is there. Connie and 

one of the Australian boys went to the White House to a costume party last 

night and so the activity continues. In the meantime she is trying to get 

ready to appear on some programs in Atlantic City herself. Karl Rolvaag was 

fun lj.ere and we lj.ad a long meeting about drought. He got out a release. ili 

Minnesota as to all the things we are going to do for him. I was on the '·phone 

with a number of people trying to set up a group to come in here after the 

Convention to talk about organizing a. political campaign for the Southeast. I 

do think some real stump speaking and traveling and campaigning on my :part to 

reach farmers and small towns down there could bring some real dividends. I 

hope we can set a meeting and bring in about 25 people week after next to get 

the feel of this. There really is great distress now. Everyone says all the 

South will vote Goldwater if the election were today. Alec· Nunn who headed up 

the Kennedy-Johnson campaign in 196o and worked very hard is 'terribly upset. 



I talked to him and couldn't get him off the 'phone for allnost an hour 

this morning and he just went on and on about people coming down to the 

South ;who didn't know what it was all about and extreme examples of abuses 

and States rights and all mixed up with his good sense and decent liberal 

instincts coming through, but his deep distress and worry and concern com­

ing through too. Actually it disturbed me and made me realize we had to 

do something. 

I tried to reach Jim Rowe this morning and to try and find out what 

kind of planning for the South hy way of campaign perspectus is being 

worked on and who's involved but couldn't . But I '11 see him undoubtedly 

at Atlantic City and see what we can get organized and pinned down. 

The boys haven't moved as fast as I'd hoped they would on our Rural 

Americans for Johnson effort, but it is difficult to get rolling. 

Well tonight a party at the White House -- off early in the morning 

for Atlantic City, and we'll see what happens there. 

Thursday, August 27, 1964 -- Dennis IJ;otel, Atlantic City. The 

Democratic Convention is -about coming to a close. Humphrey was selected 

by the President last night as Vice Presidential candidate and had a tre­

mendous reception. We went out afterwards but couldn't reach him. I called 

him this morning and couldn't reach him either. This is most understandable, 

but I wanted to be sure he knew we were rejoicing in his victory. 

All Democratic National Conventions are odd. This has been the oddest 

one. It' s been a sad one. The end of th·e Convention Hall is decked· with 

five pictures. Three small pictures across the top -- Rooseve:it, Kennedy, Truman 

and on the side enormous Johnson pictures dominate the hall. This has been a. 

Johnson show beginning to end with the complete dominm;ice of the man evident at 



every hand. One can't help but worry about this all pervading control. 

We drove up last Sunday. It was a hot day and the air conditioner went 

out. Connie is still in the process of adjustment, tired and kind of 

gloomy. Jane and I had been at the White House on Saturday. I went to 
. . 

speak to the Governors and the party that night which was really quite nice. 

We went from the party and dance to have a quick drink with the Rolvaags and 

Reynolds and ended up with Carl Sanders, Governor of Georgia, and Terry 

Sanford. ~e discussion. of course was Civil Rights and about the free 

Mississippi delegation. Sanders and Sanford maa.e a.great impression on 

Karl and Reynolds and it was a free ranging and frank discussion. These 

fellows indeed do represent a new South and Sanders particularly is most 

impressive. 

We got to Atlantic City and found good accommodations and then tried to 

figure out what to do and how. We put on a party on Saturday night for the 

Minnesota delegation. A number of freeloaders ca.me on in but it was really 

most successful and everybody was very, very happy with it. Lots of old 

friends and lots of dear friends and when Humphrey came up I took him around 

to all the tables. McCarthy did not get the~e. He was called back to Wash­

ington and the contest between the two was quite evident with some tension. 

We did a little.partying and then the next morning our caucus organized 

and I was there and said a few words and made about the only contribution I've 

been. able _to make at this Convention which was to edit a bit the Platform 

Plank on Agriculture which was then about reaching 'its culmination. Actually 

it was about what we had written and subm.i tted DBny weeks ago with a few words 

added here and there. 

Fritz M:>ndale got on the Credentials· Committee and was designated the 
. ,. 

\ Chairman of the Subcommittee on seating the Mississippi delegation so he had 1 



himself quite a session. I thought they came up with an excellent compromise. 

I really don't know at this point what happened to it for Alabama an~ 

Mississippi with an exception of a few loyal delegates. left primarily be~ 

cause of a very modest Joyalty oath which required that they support the 

nominee of the ticket and that was about all. The compromise also included 

seating two of the delegates from the Freedom group at large, not as part 

of the Mississippi delegation, but that one was kinda hard for Sanders and 

some of the Southerners to take. There was a nasty fracas when the Freedom 

group tried to break in and sit in the Mississippi seats, which apparently 

dominated television one night. 

Our Minnesota caucus Wednesday afternoon was something in which I felt 

very real pride. Our people many of whom had felt the compromise not adequate 

for they were emotionally involved in the Mississippi natter nonetheless went 

along recognizing that this is a new day that called for new measures. At the 

conclusion of a unanimous vote supporting Mondale and Rolvaag, I said a few 

words 'Which apparently were timely about my pride in being a Minnesotan and 

how far we had come since the first days going back to the Civil Rights Amend­

ment in 1948 . 

Humphrey gradually came to the front during the Convention~ He had a 

public relations firm. He ·was a favorite with many of the delegates. He was 

going from caucus to caucus, event to event. There was not much to command 

attention here except the seating fight which was a nasty one which necessarily 

we tried to keep down so the VP choice got a lot of play and he got a lot of 

mileage out of it. 

In the meantime we tried to do something about getting our Rural Americans 

for Johnson thing going. I met a good share of the day_Monday with Clyde Ellis 

who was jumping up and. down as to who should be the Nation~l Chairman and a 



little feuding going on between him and Jim Patton. We got some cards printed 

and made an effort to get around to as n:any caucuses getting:' 1these cards. to 

people and asking them to have them filled in ~nd sent in. I expect we covered· 

15 or 20 c.aucuses. It was dif'ficu.lt to get to them and I'm afraid this was 

no smashing· success. 

In the meantime I've talked to quite a few people and we're going to 

have a meeting next week bringing in Southerners to try and map out a course 

of conduct. At least we' re moving on that . 

In the. meantime I got a good deal of heat about agricultural programs. 

It's clear that the wheat program is • misunderstood and the low pri~e is 

attributed to the wheat bill :rather than the referendum vote, the same old 

problem. Also I'm afraid we made a mistake on the wheat program currently 

under sign-up for there was a lot of complaint about dropping payments on 

the first 10 perce?tacres, dropping supports even though we are increasing 

certificates. The wheat people want more money. and they' re screaming about 

it. With the wheat people who have benefitted complaining bitterly and 

other wheat people totally misunderstanding, one really feels a bit bruised 

arter_the battle we made to acco~lish the wheat bill in t~e first place. 

But we've done our best. I must say honestly that I've had very 'deep mixed 

emotions at this Convention. I've almost felt like a Senior Statesman re­

viewing what takes place and measuring i~ in terms of events of the past. I 

hope it's only because I'm tired because if th~re's anything in politics 

that I've disliked it's one who participated at one time in one dimension and 

then remained in that .rut super-critical of anyone else and anything else 

because he's not a prime mover in it. We all want to be pr.ime movers. I've 

been more of a spectator at this one. 
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t • I did have a call on .M::>ndayafternoon from the President . He asked 

about the Goldwater charges on the bread tax which I easily answered. He 

then asked me the Convention.sentiment on Vice President and I told him it 

was clearly Humphrey. He askeQ. the leading question whether Humphrey .. knew 

the most about agriculture and I said he did. He them commented that we bad 

tobe very care:t\ll. that it didn't look like the Negroes completely dominated 

this Convention or it would give us a bad image and Goldwater would win the 

election. I agreed on that and told him I was· doing· all I could onthe fringes 

but that if I understood the signals ri~t he did not want the Cabinet directly 

involved in controversial things, be it credentials or platform. He didn't 

sa:y one way or another, but that seemed to be the situation. He then told~· 

emphatically not to tell azzy-one he had called, t~t he had not made a decision, 

that he was just inquiring around, and that was the end of that. 

Yesterday noon, Jane and I had Kirk:Patrick and his wife up for lunch and 

we had a talk and Kirk was urging that I move for the Senate thing· now that 

it looked pretty sure that Humphrey wuld be the Vice Presidential nominee. 

I've got very mixed emotions about this . Jean, hiB wife, said that most of 

the Minnesota delegation she had talked with more or less assumed that Mondale 

would be the selectee. )zy' earlier conversations with Geri Joseph and Gerry 

Heaney made it rather clear that he was the popular political figure and that 

I wasn't the most popular person in the·'WOrld politically ·in the State of 

Minnesota, that many of the old battle scars remined. That's one factor. 

Personally I don't know what I want to do. Kirk also mentioned that he would 

put me in as a possibility for the President of George::.Washtngt·on,,llJ'nj"versity 

and that does seem very interesting. As I sa:y, I somehow feel almost exhausted 

and emotionally drained in this business •. We~ve come a long way and we've 



taken on an awful lot of tough jobs. I sometimes think I really don't have 

the special flair that it takes to really come through. But then as Senator 

Vance Hartke, of' all people, eaid to me how ofif! it was and how much being the 

right person at the right place determined what happened to you in politics .. 

How true this is. Anyway I really don't know if I feel upto getting involved 

as a candidate, whether I am emotionally tuned or have the zest that it would 

take. However, at this point I am tired and a bit emotionally drained. 

However, we resolved to try and protect our position and keep this thing 

fluid and I merely stated that it's no time yet to talk about Senators, we·' ve: 

got an election to.win and I've got our great Department to administer in the 

process and we 'Will cross those bridges when we come to them. In the meantime 

I've had Tom try and reach various members of the Minnesota· gang to let them 

kno11 that I am possibly interested. • The only group that I think might coalesce 

:in any way would be the Labor Movement and I'm trying to have Tom talk to them 

and ask them i0Jkeep the situation fluid so it would not harden any pressure,on 

Karl. Karl will nake his decision in due course. I don't think he will be 

subject to much by way of direct pressures, but in the same way the President 

has played the game here and Humphrey has demonstrated very real popular sup­

port and thus accomplished his designation is much the same kind of thing 

suppose that I'm going to have to do if I want to be appointed Senator from 

Minnesota. I can do that I suppose, although it will be very difficult for 

me because on the Olre hand I am a bit too prideful I suppose to go around 

performing and trying to organize support in. such a fashion as not to be too 

obvious but at the same time get the word around. Then. too I don't have much 

of a base to operate from. It's quite c·lear that this job is not one which 

brings with it much popularity. That I knew from the beginning, although I'd 

hoped to break out of the circle and do. something dramatic and effective which 

I 



I 

would.command the kind of' attention and approval which wo~ld give us an 

opportunity to get more done. However, dozens of' people do come up, 

and many who.. don't have to, and praise the job that we have been doing. 

So I. guess it's the same old story~ As Popeye used to say, "I am what 

I am" _and work· at it as I may and be as public relations conscious as 

can, yet I'm just not that kind of' clay. On the other hand, in terms of 

ef'f'ecti ve administration and consc_ientiou.s programming, accomplishments 

are recognized by those who really know. 

Anyway we le:f't this question open and last night went· to the Conven­

tion Floor.· It was quite ·a show. Unf'ortunately I hadn't eaten hardly at 

all all day and felt tired and depressed and kind of' enx>tionally rung·out. 

The nominations and seconding speeches f'or Johnson droned on .and on and on. 

They weren't really particularly good. It was another demonstration of' 

. just squeezing the last bit of' juice out .of the orange. In the meantime 

yesterday afternoon the President quite dramatically called ifumphrey to the 

'White House and then went for another one of these strolls that he's been 

having lately which command a good deal of' attention as he walks around the 

White House grounds. Tom Ik>dd went down with Humphrey and there was much 

apprehension that he might be the nominee. No one ·yet knows what ·he saw the 

President about, but he saw him first. Then Humphrey. Apparently before 

they left, f'or the President suddenly decided to com,e himself' last night to 

Atlantic City, he said to the reporters,· n~ere' s the next Vice President." 

Anyway they.came in and af'ter the President's nomination and the usual 
-· 

holler-

ing, demonstrating, and. noise, he made his apt2 arance. His remarks I thought 

were not particularly good, although no one could hear much anyway, and then 

he proceeded to say he had ma.de the selection and thoughtf'ulJ:y and prayerf'ul.ly 

and the best qualified person and the best background and dragged it out and 
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I., out and finally said "Humphrey" and of course bedlam broke loose, and we 

in the Minnesota delegation.reacted very positively. I was tired and dragged 

out and . it --:was rather hard to be wiilld.ly enthusiastic. I am proud and pleased 

and happy.for Humphrey. I told a number. of the press and key people that my 

mother claims that many years ago when we were in college we said at dinner 

at- our house one night that one day I would be Governor and Humphrey, Senator. 

But we never dreamed this. I recalled that I nominated him for Vice President 

in 1952 and again in 1956, and now it has happened. This after the defeat and· 

the emotional trama of 1960, you really have to give him credit. He took that 

defeat and came back fighting. He was terribly confused at- Los Angeles. He 

went on to give yeoman service as Whip, and now .with this difficult man has 

attained this position with Johnson knowing all the time that Humphrey, the 

exhibitionist, would be hard to keep under the Johnson thumb. 

I was a bit revolted.at the Meet the Press Show when Hum_phrey.listed 

and spelled out in what I thought for him was a very de.grading way for him 

personally how the Vice President must be subservient to, , anticipate the erery 

desire and wish, carry forward without question, have super loyalty, et al, 

to the President. All a P!ime· requisite in the Joh_nson catalogue. I wonder 

what the President said to him yesterday before he gave him the final blessing. 

I wonldn ,·t be surprised if he named right out in blood what he would and wouldn't 

do. I hope I'm wrong. I hope I'm not bitter, but I guess I would be less than 

human if I. didn't recall Los Angeles and what Humphrey did then, and if I didn't 

recall that I legitimately sought and wanted this designation myself. But I 

am happy for him and I'm certainly not going to permit the disappointment to 

effect my attitude at all, but rather close this book and go on to another page 

in another book and I'm not sure attthis point exactly what. 
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After the Convention closed last night we went to a President r·s 

Club Party :f'or Humphrey, _but I couJ.dn 't reach him, nor could he be 

reached at a Minnesota Party. We ended up on the Boardwalk with· 

breakfast. about 4:00 o'clock 1n the mqrning and then to bed. . Jane· was 

off tb a press breakf'a.st for Mrs . Johnson before 8: 00. I ~s at the Ohio 

caucus at 9:30 speaking on our Rural American group and had a pretty good 

reception.• I walked back the Boardwalk, back to the Minnesota delegation, 

and here in the room where I am now waiting to go to a ~ME-LIFE luncheon 

and I suppose I 
' 
ought.to attend. 

Fritz Mondale is coming up at 5:00·o'clock and we'll have a visit 

then. I really don't know what to say to Fritz, he'd like to b~ Senator 

but he's·told Tom that I come first which is a very meaningful position 

on his part because he's been pretty disillusioned and at odd ends, too. 

It sounds like his basic loyalty will stick. It will be interesting to see. 

In the meantime I 'ye been talking to Washin_gton. I brought a lot of 

work down here and I suppose I should work this afternoon but we'll go into 

that next.week. In the meantime, one carries on. 

August 29, 1964 -- 10:45 p.m. at home. Well the Convention is history .. 

Humphrey and Johnson made their acceptance speeches. We partied most of the 

night and ended up with the Naftalins and then the Rolvaags in our room until 

6:00 .o'clock in the morning on Friday. When we woke up, Jane asked couldn't 

we stay the day and drive back on Saturday, and despite what I knew was a load 

in the office I agreed and we slept until 1:30, strolled the Bom?dwalk for a_ 

brief breakfast, came back, read the newspapers, went out to dinner with the 

Rolwags and·. Monda.les, and then had a long walk and talk ourselves unti~ 3;00 

o'clock·in.the morning again, sleeping in c;,n Saturda.y,_today, as well until .. 

after 12:00 and then finally got away, getting home about 7:00 o'clock. 
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I've been at my desk now since about 9:00 and am only beginning to get 

the piles straightened out. 

I've been in one of those moods the past several days. This is really 

a terribly depressing Convention. First the spirit of JFK hung over it and 

the contrast was an overwhelming one. Second I guess I am fundamentally 

disappointed because I had in the heart of heart hoped apparently for the 

Vice Presidential thing more than I realized even myseli'. Then, I feel strongly 

the need for some alternative courses of action. One of which of course now 

is the possibility of a Senatorship from Minnesota. Jane and I talked long 

and fully about this and I'm not clear myself what I want to do. So I guess 

the thing to do is be ready to move on all fronts. I did have a long talk with 

Fritz Monda.le and that loyal decent fellow said that if I wanted to be Senator 

he would enthusiastically support.- iiJ. The question of what he should do came 

into the conversation for he is frustrated in his current job. The Party in 

Minnesota into which we have poured so much is seriously fraction~lized and. 

lacking leadership. I tried to inspire Fritz to pick up the reins, given 

the resources he has as Attorney General, a.lid try and make things go. This 

stimulated him. later I talked to Art Naftalin about doing the same thing. 

Should I get named Senator, we could work together and try and get the Party 

back on course and really move ahead. Then I could look forward, assuming a 

success:f'ulr.eelection, to a long career in the Senate, other things ~eing equal. 

That is not a bad prospect. Accordin~ly, I spent a good deal of time with 

Karl, with Fritz, and let the word out to the Iabor people not to permit 

Blatnik to st~ede anything which he would like to do. Karl Rolvaag appar­

ently leaked the story to the Minneapolis papers that he was irritated with 

Blatnik's pressure tactics and told Tom to do the same .thing in the Washington 

papers . In the meantime I have mentioned. nothing to Karl and last night, he, 
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Fritz and I all had dinner together and there wasn't any tension -- thank 

Heavens . If Fritz and I hadn't talked, there would have been. I may send 

Tom home to make some preliminary contacts and see what the reacti.on is on 

this and.lay the groundwork in the event we decide to move ahead. 

Then of course I've got to carry forward vigorously here and see how 

it goes with the Johnson-Humphrey team. We~-ve got to get this rural area 

program of Rural Americans for Johnson and Humphrey rolling next week. We~ 

got to get P.L. ltao through that Congress, and I've got to get campaign plans 

worked out. 

As Jane and I talked today, really the job of Secretary of Agriculture 

is a great one. When I think about it in terms of what we have been able to do 

and what remains to be done-, particularly if I re-organize myself' a bit and 

concentrate in such areas as Food for Peace and foreign assistance which really 

stimulated me to come here in the first place, and let the commodity programs 

somehow work themselves out why maybe I ought to carry forward here and notbe 

as jumpy as I now am in connection with the commodity programs. It all depends 

I guess on what kind of support comes from Pennsylvania avenue. Unfortunately 

I'm afraid that we are measured success:f'ul or the contrary and able to do 

things in other areas ·proportionately in terms of the commodity programs. Any­

way we' 11 have to see and play that one clcs e to the vest and make a decision 

as to what th.e working relationships really will be and what I can d.o. Then 

of course Kirk's proposals about a possible College Presidency somewhere 

·present another third opportunity which 1rould really be striking out in a new 

career in ,a c~pletely new area. This is stimulating. Of' course that would 

be a whole new world andoight im>be very exciting. 
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Then, of course, there is a possibility of the Federal Bench 

.although. there is nothing imminent there and I'm not at all sure I 

wouldn't be pretty frustrated there So I guess we' 11 moll ahead hereo 

and see which path to follow. Dealing with someone like Johnson one 

does 't :feel very: conf'iden~ and although what can be accomplished is the 

main thing, you don't feel you can completely forget about yourself 

for the boom might drop anyt}June and I don't feel like ·being parenterall.y 

ushered out labeled a failure. If I can•t·get along with this fellow 

I'd like to· make the move myself. 

There was a story in a Ph:f.lade1ph1a Paper yesterday that I thought 

was typical. When he decided to come down with ·Humphrey which he did 

dragging it out and squeezing every bit of publicity out o:f the Humphrey 

designation he apparently was advised to do so by Pierre Salinger and 

did so against the advice . of George Reedy. According to the paper he told 

Reedy, "Whydon't you ever have any ideas like Salinger?" And Reedy 

prODiptly resigned. Apparently the President refused to accept the resigna­

tion and Reedy subsequently denied it and was with him when he crune to 

Atlantic City. However, this would be absolutely typical and m:,guess- is 

that the report is accurate. I• m not sure I have it within me to operate • 

effectively under this kind of uncertainty. Actually the whoie convention 

was staged in such a way as to be exclusively a Lyndon Johnson. show as to 

be almost revolting to some of us. Yet apparently it reaches through to 

tne great mass of people. Fritz M:>ndale in his 8llll1Sing phrase-making way 

said, "The .second coming of ~don" a take-off on the statement that some 

people feel that --their entranee is like the second. coming of Christ. . It •.s 

almost that' bad. Yet on the: other hand., frequently things aren't very 

effectively done. For emmple, Mondale. s~id that the compromise which 



finally ma.de it possible to prevent a minority report on seating the • 

Miss:i.ssippi·delegation was only accomplished when Walter Reuther inter­

ceded and got the message to the President that this was· the only way 

it could be done. _Up till that point Fritz said he'd stalled around 

for about 12 hou,rs because his top advisers ·covering the Convention 

apparently were fearful about making the recomendation to him. This 

would be typical, tooc, .. Well, we'll see now there's a new team and it 

will be interesting to see how it works. Enough for now. 

September :C,1964 -- 1:30 p.m. in the office just before lunch. 

I just concluded a rather disillusioning conference with Ken Kend:bick, 

Executive Director o:r the. Wheat .. Growers .. Associat'ion. We have worked closely 

with Ken and the Wheat Growers over the past 4 years and had very ·close 

relations. They supported the Wheat ·Referendum elec.t_ion . struggle, they 

supported the: vo·luntary pre>gram currently 1n effect very, very strongly 

and although they periodical.ly·:f'ussed that our program didn't represent 

enough income and battled for income, we nonetheless have stayed close and 

they've come down on the right side. Recently we announced the wheat 

program for 1965. It involved some adjustments including a drop in the 

numb.er of export. certificates available and also the . removal of payment 

for t~e first 10 percent of land diverted although it jumped to 50 percent 

on.all land diverted if more than 10 percent was diverted. -What it comes 

... down to is that the farmer who cODI,Plies by diverting 20 percent will come 

out better financially. The one 'Who diverts only 10 percent will not do 

quite as well. It• s really quite disillusioning to find the. Board of the 

Wheat Growers going wild and actually issuing public statements and critical 

ones about this. Some of our very good friends like Iars Nelson and many 



others. have reacted with bitte~ess .. and negativis'1,. They apparently 

.take.-the line that· they are gradually losing .. out. any way, the. Budget 

. -~eau always wins here and therefore why not go all the wa:y.and. give 

up-.the .program altogether. I told Kendrick that. I was terribly hurt 

.and-disillusioned and felt that it would be im;possible to continue~ 

the kind of fights we have for farm income when people.like this turn on 

one. I told him I could understand the. average farmer who_ didn't know any 

better but these are sophisticated knowledgeable people and if we conclude 

here that certain adjustments are necessary, regogrlizing that they have 

.possibly smll incane·· effects on some farmers but 1n the overall they 

strengthen the program, these people ought to have enough confidence and 

enough loyalty to go along. He agreed. He put up a fight hoping we could 

..make some changes. He stated this had had a very adverse effect. That in 

his judgment the reaction of the Board of the Wheat Growers was really one 

of more or less desperation, that they were fighting a difficult struggle 

with the opposition, to wit, those that say no farm program -- those that 

now say that wheat at $1.30 is caused by the voluntary wheat program,· 

forg~tting completely" that that's what ·the· farmers voted for in the refer-

• endum,. and that the tide of resentment· against· programs in general, against 

changes from year to year, against efforts to adjust, against ASCS adminis-
. G 

trative routine, all this so overwhelming that these· fellows who ~ve been 

on the front line fighting and nm,r almost in exasp.eration and desperation 

revolted and overreacted and that there is really nothing he could do about 

it . This is a ~ther adequate description I ~hink: of the 1rocess that I s 

under way. llere in the. Department Charley Murphy and the boys have come up 

with.this. modified .program which is responsible and sensible ·1ooking .to the 



( · future·, and.the ·next Session of Congress, trying to hold a wheat program . 

and.-prote~t. the wheat producers and farmers: and the national economy. 

On .. the .. other hand, the forces running against these programs which do • 

tend.to tighten down, farm income. does tend to fall, th~- problem is 

basically one of technological adjustment, frustration abounds, the net 

result is that one simply can't win. This current incident is a good 

example. I don't know what to do. John Schnittker thinks we ought to 

open it up and perhaps restore the. 45.percent.export certificates . 

. Murphy .and Godfrey feel otherwise, but partial:cy because they normally 

resist .pr.essure. I'll be lunching with Humphrey tomoITow and· it msy be 

that. I should enlist him in an effort to sweeten. this up to the extent of 

$20 or $30 million and try and make these people feel better and get them 

back in line. This is another one of those decisions. 

last night· I had another interesting LBJ experience. I got home 

about 8:00 o'clock exhausted for we worked desperately yesterday on the 

Rural Americans for Johnson and Humphrey and also on a host of other things 

here which are under way. I no more than walked in the door when the White 

House 'phone rang. When I went down, it wasn't the White House, it was the 

signal board, it was Air Force No. 1. The call was to sign the Food Stamp 

Bill at 10:30 when the President returned. He was then .. in the air enroute. 

I got busy of course -- the White House switchboard.helpe.d .. By the time 

the President landed we had Four Senat~rs, Six' Contressmen ~d miscellaneous 

other people for a little signing ceremony which I ·hope gets some attention. 

It was interesting that when I checked ·back with the airplane George Reedy 

said that the responsibility was mine to • determine whether there were 

enough people to makeit worthwhile. F.arlier it had.·been a directive to do • 

· so.· I met that responsibility and said if we ,had "X" number, we.better 



go ahead and we did. The President didn't even give me a by your leave, 

a.smile, or a thank you, for having really moved·and I think quite suc­

cesstu.lly on this one .. On the other hand, when I talked to him M:>nday 

~rning, he returning my call of Sunday, I pointed out that I hoped 'W'.e 

could dramatize . the.Food stamp :Bill and I 
. 

was sorry we weren't havirig 

a -ceremony and he should let me .know if he got back in time, . he had seemed 
. . . 

to .--be warm and friendly. So perhaps I brought this one <?n myself. 

Anyhow, the Food stam,p Program is now.law. we•~ get ·some kind of an 

appropriation and I canlook to this as an ·example of a rea1 tangible 
. . 

. aco9mplishment on my part . At thts stage of the game as we move into 

the uncertainttes of the campaign: as I ambombarded with the commodity 
. . 

problems here, and as I realize, I just read a IQemo from-Dorothy Jacobso1:1, 

that we still haven't managed to bring forth· any sharp, clear. ime.ge or_· 

focus of agriculture and· it's accomplishments; I can ·use .every bit of 

clear cut solid accomplishment by way of personal encouragement· that I 

can squeeze_ out. Well, it's been tI?-is way always and I guess it· always 

will be. Jane is b.ere now -- it's a::b~ -- guess I• 11 have a bit of 

lunch. 

·September 2, 1964· -- 1:1~ p.mo just a few minutes before lunch. 

This bas been a draggy week so tar. • It• s been hard to get either zest or 

incentive for-reasons I've cried about a great deal already in this 

diary. La.st night I went home and af'ter dinner. -J.ayed down for a moment 

and got up to go to work without much snap and then finally got around 

to gi v1ng myself' a long belated lecture. • After all the important thing 

is if one fee1s the sense of solid accomplishment and that what ·is being 

done is worth doing. As I prepared yesterday for a conference which 



:was . .-supposed to be this noon and now is postponed until tonight ·with 

Humphrey, I realized how much we had been able to do .these four years 

in this .Department. I realized, too, what a stimulating and exciting 

fo-µr. years it had been., how many satisfactions that come with the accomplish-

.ment.as well as participating in the great events. These more than off­

set. the frustration which comes from the inability to reach people with 

the true story. But the compensation is in the doing -- not in being lauded • 

or applauded., which are certainly nx,st transitory. Therefore, I came down 

today with a bit different attitude and have felt immeasurably better. 

Whatever the future may bring, that will take care of its~lf. In the mean­

time., I'm going to fight hard here for what I believe in rep,rdless of the 

. results, shaping m:,actions of course now in terms of the political.. realiti~s 

.of.an election year but also taking every opportunity to educate and sharpen 

up our program. 

We had a very interesting budget session yesterday. I've kind.a 

revised budget procedures here so a Bud.get Committee from my staff, to wit, 

Robertson., Schnittker, and Sundquist have really been going over the nuts 
' ~ 

and bolts in the budget . They got ours down to a figure about $500 million 

over the Bud.get Bureau's planning figure. We then. resolved to submit in 

a somewhat different format a G:r~at Society budget. I. attach a copy of the 

memorandum to them along these lines for it may be very im_portant because 

this budget will be. a measuring stick as to how much the President really 

is going to deliver on the Great Society theme. ~t may be time to push hard 
, 

now.such things as a cppital budget which would really get q.im off the hook 

of promising expenditure cutting, budget balancing, and more programs all at 

the same time. A program such as our loan programs ~ich • really do not 

amount to expenditures, but rather investments, were so set up in the budget 



he. :would. be .freed up and would at least have a real talking point to 

carry .. folYWB.rd.his. pr.ogram without -being subj·ect· to, .the .. charge -or at least 

not>so direetly subject to the charge of failing to carry forward his 

economy commitments. It'll be interesting.· to. see·· their reaction when this 

budget .goes over. . It will help me. measure what he· will do and before 

the- campaign is over· what ·Humphrey will be willing to ..do and to determine 

. whether I can continue to be useful by staying here. After all I can 

aJ.ways get out and go back to law practice and do so happily if there is 

.no -o~her real alternative. · . 

Hum;phrey made a speech just before the National Convention about 

agricult~e that was a lot of phony baloney. He haul.ad out again the old 
, 

draw about a blue ribbon i;1pru.~isan committee .. We· .can have those until they 

run out of our ears but nothing ever happens. The gut problem is govern­

ment programs in comm.odities or the free market and as a matter of philo-

sophy one is oriented one or another way. ihe wheat program, however, 

costing almost nothing as it now stands -- the f'eed gra :in program which may 

look better·after·the drought this year -- these may well combine now so 

that we can present a pretty realistic and sensible .program even on a cost 

basis to the next Congress and get theseprograms firmly established as· 

voluntary programs and at least buy· a few more years before ·~osts go through 

the. ceiling. Who knows? Our studies on . the• weather cycle indicate that 
• . 

·the last 5 years have been abnormally good, that it is hi~ likely that the 

years immediately ahead will not, match them and that :ill!:i.this is the· case 

we could well get into balance and even need some of the feed· grain surpluses 

we have been wrestling with. It will be interesting to ~ee how H~ey 

reacts. I was supposed to lunch with him this noon ~d he was held onthe 

floor. by the .medicare.·debate. He told me with some chagrin in his voice 



submitted to him for consideration and advice some policy questions in dairy 

1 
- and mquickly agreed- that we ought · not to increase dairy• price. I further 

reviewe~ with him the -wheat thing -and he wanted to think about the certificates 

on. it and whether. we maybe ought to restore them to 45 percent acres. We . 

then discussed ourselves a bit and LBJ. 

I told him I was th-inking ahead towards the future and that I'd aj?pre­

ciate his letting me know what the President really :thought about me and about 

our programs, that I thought we had done· important things here and I would 

·.,·:-:--·•· ...--.. want to carry them forward but that this was a difficult tbank!ess job and .it 

would be impossible to do so with out Presidential confidence and support. 

He related that he felt Johnson thought hi~ of me, that he'd never seen 

.anything to the contrary-. He told me incidentally that he had recommended 

to Johnson that I should be campaign. manager, for apparently Johnson is not 

satisfied with Cliff' Carter in this capacity. Johnson had apparently mentioned. . 

the possibilities of Bill Wirtz or st~ Udall, both of whom Humphrey_ felt 

would not qualify. • In any eveht I told him I had the feeling the President 

really did not like me. Incidentally, in part substantiated today when the 

Wilderness bill and the Conservation fund bill were . signed with a big cer~ony, 

he said some extremely kind words about stewart Udall. I can never remember his 

having said publicly anything like that about me. ·He could very well have done 

so at the Food Stamp· signing but. did -not. In any event, Hump~ey said this was 

• • not true, that as far as he knew that the ~e_sident respected me. This was 

a bit of a modification of the earlier term. That the only Cabinet Members 

he had heard him really refer to with d;issatisfaction were Udall on occasion 

and Celebrezze,and Humphrey suggested that I should think about HEWas a job 

l_fhere I could really do some good. He then went on to say that where t~e Cabinet 

is concerned the only ones that he knew the President really felt any real 



/,
1
', liking for were M?Namara, whom he was extremely high on, and also Bundy and 

sometimes Rusk. 

He predicted that McGeorge Bundy would be Secretary of state, that 

Celebrezze would be replaced. He· ~lso asked me about possible foreign 

--service and an. ambassadorial post, and I said "may~e", but as Galbraith had _said, 

one far enough away so that you would have some independence of action, and. · 

not just a messenger boy in Western Europe. 

I then discussed a bit the Sena.tm-ship with him-and he said that he 

· had not talked-.-to Karl or to anyone else but had told the press he had no 

r.ecommendation. to make at this time. He agreed 'With me that Fritz Mondale 

...waiLextremely popular,. the he had been the best of the young fellows that I 

.. had.-brought a1ong, and that he had a great following. We did.not go much 

. further. We both agreed that probably no one would influence Karl's judg­

ment. In any event it was a useful conference. We had reestablished some 

rapport and as I said at the earlier meeting and then to him, this carried me 

back quite a way because in a sense I was once again a Humphrey campaign 

manager. Incidentally, i said to him quite frankly that I had some .hopes and 

· thoughts about the Vice Presidency but that was now over the dam. 

Anyhow ·I think we've established rapport and I've been busy t.oday getting 

more information to him and working on scheduling an- appearance by him in 

North Carolina. We got through about 1:30 and I was in the office at 8:00 

o'clock in the morning meeting with AID and our fellows about what to do on 

P.L. lt8o. After all the haggling and higgling and jiggling, it was agreed that 

we would approach Poage and see if he would go along with reverting to the 

law as it now stands with a side agreement privately that· we would ·appoint a 

Comm1ttee. to review the quest ion of grants and excess currency. . Poage happily • 



. bought that, ·Albert was -~elthev.ed, Rooney sponsored such a substitution on 

the Floor, and- it carried.,a few hours -ago. However, P.L. 480 is now 

hung.up -with another anti-Communist resolutionwhich apparently would pre­

clude Yugoslavia and Poland from P.L. 1£0 .. We'll have to try and change 

that in Conference. 

I just finished a Conference with the AMS fellows· and Charley Murphy 

.about purchasing beef', the question being,_and this is a typical dai~ deci­

sion here, whether a difference of' 50 cents in a :purchase price of' 611/2 or 

62 cents should be maintained. That at the higher price we would get . heavy 

offerings of' beef' and buy $7 million worhh·at a half' a cent lower would get 

..only a . million and one half dollars .worth of choice . beef. George Mehren strongly 

urging that we ought to buy because the -market was shakey and our prime purpose 

here is to maintain beef' prices. Prof'emtonals, to wit, Si Smith and Roy 

Iennartson, contending that there was a healthy profit margin 1n this and we 

ought to drop the price. La.st . week at the higher price there were no offerings. 

This week, over 7 million pounds. No one's quite sure what goes on. I • finally 

decided 1mlay it over till morning and ask Charley Murphy to take the matter up 

with John Schnittker and we'll decide at Staff' tomorrow morning. 

In connection with sugar, Humphrey wrote a foolish letter yesterday which 

got him really out on a limb urging and advocating the beet growers position. 

Dean Rusk called me and wondered whether Humphrey was wr'iting as a Senator or 

as a Vice President. When Charley Murphy made that inquiry to Dave Gartner in 

Humphrey's office he said nas a Senator". When I mentioned it· to Humphrey 

• last night he was confused and I referred him to Murphy to really get the feel 

of what goes on here. Anyway this is a tough one and it -was well illu.strated 

as Charley Murphy outlined the statements of Page Belc_her, the Republican No. 2 

man in the House AgricuJ.ture Committee., the meeting was going on between the 
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refinery and the beet sugar people· and Poage was presiding and Belcher 

came up.with this one:..saying that "Thi-s. is shot full-of' politics. ·Here 

· w.e·have the refiner lobbyist, the Western States coordinator for the 
I 

Johnson-Humphrey Ticket, then we have Humphrey writing a -strong letter 

advocating a beet position,-then we have Freeman.stuck right·in the middle." 

I didn't know Belcher had that sense of humor. He went. on to say . that ~e 

ought to-hear from Mlrphy, but·Poage didn't ·call on Charley who said he 

·would have reported that he ·thought Congress. had as mu.ch responsibility to 

. pass legislation -ad the. Executive Branch of Government·. Anyway the sugar 

people are still meeting and wrangling. 

Finally of note today, we had a luncheon at the state Department 

sponsore.d(l>y Dean Rush· ·for Bobby and Ethel Kennedy. It was really kind of· 

touching. Dean Rusk said some very appropriate words and as we sat around 

the Thomas Jefferson room all of our minds flashed bac~ to the opening of the 

AdlDinistration. Bobby Kennedy spoke feeling and directly about his brother. 

He said all of us had been selected because we were the best tlia.t cruld be 

found, that Cabinet meetings were not held frequently because. the President 

had confidence in what we did, and that if we needed guidance and help we 

would come to him for it and there was no need to sit around the table and 
• ' 

explain to each other what we were doing. He said once when that criticism 

was rolling he had ,rri tten one of the few memoranda he had ever sent saying 

that we were being criticized for infrequent Cabinet meetings that perhaps 

we ought to follow·the recommendation of.one of the Cabinet Members to 

Harrison· who ~ucceeded upon Tyler's death as President to the new President 

along these lines, I think I recall these Presidential ide~tities correctly, 

to wit, tbat in the Cabinet previously we have discusse.d all matters and. 

then decided- them.. by majority vote. He sai~ he never had. a response to that . 

mem6randum at all. 



Each of us .. stood up and gave • a ··little toast or statement . In mine 

I tried to make a point that -the moat fillers and those that have qrganized 

and had to .fight and be the targets of abuse and scorn could and ·did come 

. forward to win on their ownmerit high public office and that they ~oved 

thems~lves and did come through and reach people's hearts~"."' and that Bobby 

Kenneeyhad, and that he would win his election. Other appropria~e _stat_ements 

· were read. • As I looked around the room and as Jane and I lef't we b'bbh. felt 

a deep sense ·of appreciation tha~ we•··d been a part of that first wonderful • 

-Cabinet with, as Dean Rusk said, that most exceptional man perhaps 1n all of 

· ·our history since Tllomas Jetterspn. Coming from Dean Rusk that's really some­

.thing. It is clear where Dean's devotion lay, although he very careful_lJr 

-brought Johnson's name into every statement. Kenriedy shied away from e~ry- • 

-thing but off-hand references to the Presid~nt. It is a good thing that he I s 

~: leaving aai. for that reason and would •. lile· ~ossible for him to stay. When 

we came out of the state Department there was his car with that great big 

dog Brutus in the front seat and Ethel remarked that Brut~ most of all 
• 

would 
I 

miss not having a chauffeur. I checked briefly with Bobby about what we could 

. do to help and he asked me to take on the agricultural thing and to watch it 

for .him via stev Smith. .This we will do. 

,I quipped to Bobby that now he was gone and I had no help that they would 

come out with the Billie Sol Estes case. Bill Wirtz said some very appropriate 

-things. Stew Udall toasted Ethel Kennedy. Of those of us who started, Stew, 

myself', Dean Rusk and Bob McNamara, were the only ones there except Abe 

Ribicoff who had to leave early to return to the Senate for a roll call vote. 

It was a kind of exceptiona1, special occasion. Actua1ly it will be quite an 

.inducement to try and be in the Senate with Bobby ther:e. Tony Celebrezze _came 

\<:. up to ma and said he. was going out to Minnesota and· put in some licks for. me for·· 



the ·senate, that I -shoul.dn' t. be foolish now but should go on to try 

..and get. that seat, that this was. the kind---of break, the kind of opportun­

ity that- came. only- once in a lifetime ~d that I :should take it. Abe 

Ribicoff said much the same to Jane. Time will tell. Anyhow it doesn't 

.• seem. impossible or -undesirable today, maybe. I' 11 feel different tomorrow. 

September · 7, 1964 -- Sheraton Ritz Hotel -~ Minneapolis, Minnesota, 

8:25 -a.m .. I've been up since about 7:00 o'clock getting ready for a trip • 

. t.o.day. into Iowa to make labor Day appearances and then into Chicago for a 

·big press conference on Tuesday. 

This has--been an interesting week end. Some titled it a "Sentimental 

Journey". We ;Lett Washington, Saturday morning about 11:00 o'clock. 

was in the office at 8:00 desperately trying to get uq desk cleared away 

and get organized for this week end and for this Homecoming. The occasion 

was the kick-off for the Humphrey for Vice President campaign. We flew 

on the chartered airplane which the Vice President will now have until 

the end of the campaign. His campaign staff seems to be emerging with 

Freddie. Gates and Bob Short full time in Washi7:1ston -- Ehort on scheduling· 

and Gates apparently on fund raising. The trip was a pleasant one. by and 
. . 

large._ I had a chance to visit with Humphrey a bit and to emphasize 

how im,Portant I thought it was that he go to the South early. His campaign 

staff had ·decided otherwise, b~t they listened to me and then I talked 

to him and he called Bill Connell and told him he felt that the South 

ought to be hit early and Bill and I are· working on a change of date. He 

looked at me and grinned, Connell, that is, and said "You win. 11 I hope 

that doesn't mean antagonistic relationships. Bill has acted a bit 

antagonistic in recent days, but as Jane said la.st night when we were visit-

.\ :Lng before we went to .bed anybody better learn that when _Humphrey and 

I 
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Freeman get together. for very long why things tend to get straightened 

out and I guess that·' s right. 

Anyway we ·flew in to a very gay,· very enthusiastic reception of s.everal 

thousand people. Jane and I had been doing a great deal of . talk;i.ng and 

thinking.la.st week, particularly when we had a Thursday night at home 
. , 

together, -and . I . have .. the.- feeling that she is beginning to think that it 

would be a pretty good. idea. to go after that Senate seat. In any event 

it is a real possibility and one we ought to try and lay the groundwork 

for. So this week end we more or less campaigned. In a wa:,-it was more 

fun and more satisfying than standing aside observing which I have done 

.-for the past four years.. This • 1;ime once the melee of people and disorgan-

... ization around the pJ.ane·subsided a bit and Humphrey headed for the·fence 

behind which people crowded going down the line shaking hands, I IJlerely 

followe~ along. I was gratified· to find as I've found b~fore in ·coming 

home, and found yesterday in a tour to Waverly tm:ough a couple of towns on 

the way, the people do still remember Orville Freeman. All I had to do 

was stick my head out and they hollered my name and I'd say there is 90 per"".' 

cent name recognitiop yet in this State which really is quite remarkable 

for I've been gone 4 years. · Anyway we bad the usual airport festi vi tiea 

and I shook a lot of hands and that was fine. There was a little platform· 

. where we were introduced and then on to the st . Paul Hotel. Jane and I 

re.de with the Mccarthy' s ~d- conversation was fairly relaxed and pleasant. 

Gene is sulking a bit. When I commented he had never lost an election, he 

turned around and said wryly, • "Well, they · got out quick enough in Atlantic 

City to be sure it didn't happen." However he seemed to warm up as the 
. . 

week end progressed and one of the_ real dividends of_-the week end I think 
{. 

I 

was that before the week end was over and everyone .got in_.the act,· a lot of I 
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people who had been a bit sensitive and raw got mixed up together again in 

an event of good feeling and I think it has been a fine thing for.pa;rty harmony 

and solidarity. 

In any event, at the St. Paul Hotel Humphrey held a press conference. 

Rather_ by accident Karl Rolvaag and I ended l.lP sitting together in the front 

row as he was asked, among other things, questions about the Senatorahip and 

responded that would be up to the Governor who made up his own mind. Karl 

laughed and so did I and the usual pictures were taken. There was then a 

~eception which ended up more like a rally of DFL people, several thousand 

of them in the st. Paul ballroom. We were all introduced and then Humphrey 

spoke w1th real feeling and I thought w1th eff'ecti veness. A lot of hand­

shaking resulted and we raced to the Sheraton Ritz Hotel-in Minneapolis 

with only an hour to eat and chance clothes. We ate with the Rolvaags in the 

public dining hall and a lot of people were watching. This and the continued 

close association is rather·good in building up the image of relationships 

which will have its influence on the Senatorial position when the time comes. 

So I raced to get to that dinner where we were Karl's guest 'where otherwise 

I think we'd had a sandwich in our room and dressed more leisurely. So goes 

the campaign. 

Anyway, we got to Northrup Auditorium about 15 minutes late and when I 

looked at that program I realized I'd be squeezed into about a minute so I 

suggested, almost directed, that Blatnik and myself be dropped to the end of 

the program which allowed just about the right time to get Humphrey on and on 

• television. When I said doit this way everybody acquiesced, I guess they're 

used to taking orders from me around here, and it worked out fine. True I lost 

the National Press who left after Humphrey's message., but most of the people 
(
·---..._j• stayed. -There were ·4.,oooto 5,.000 • -- most ot them party people and. it gave me 



a chance to make about a 15-minute talk about the Party -- where it climbed 

from and to, sentimentally recall events and victories, and defeats, and people, 

and then to seek to give measure and meaning to the Party and to it~ stature 

and to its importance. The speech apparently made a real impact. People from 

the National Press came to tell ·me they had heard so many comments about it 

and regretted they had left and all day yesterday people remarked to me about 

it. Apparently it accomplished it's purpose which _was to remind ~o~le again 

how strongly and irreparably the stamp of Orville Freeman is on .this political 

party. Some of the younger ones may have forgotten that . This helps to -~emind 

them. Again a part of the campaign. Karl Rolvaag was impressed and came up 

himsel-f' to make a special point about it, so it's good that he could be reminded 

too. 

Yesterday we were on tour., as it were., as the Humphrey caravan left the 

hotel, traveling to Waverly via several stops along the way where people gathered 

and brief speeches were made. We had called Frank Griswald and he came down 

and drove us and 'BO we had a chance to visit with him, killing two birds with 

one stone. Both Jane and I campaigned a.long the way, getting out of the car, 

going up and down the line of people shaking hands which was fine. We saw 

many old friends and-surprisingly many recognized us and by and large were friendly 

including the farm people and the NFO people. Only one man grabbed me and .. said 

"get up those dairy support prices"; otherwise., people were generally friendly 

and said again and again how much they appreciated what we were trying to do. 

for them. These, of course, basicalzy are friends and not too much can be taken 

from that . Nonetheless, it was a better reception than I would have expected. 

At Waverly a program was held with local mayors, local officials. - I was 

called on and said a few words, as were Gene Mccarthy, Alec Olson, and. others. 

Humphrey's performance was not very good. He wasn't prepared.· He rambled. He 



brought in some personal anecdotes and comments, such as Muriel's popularity
( 

being higher than his and she'd been campaigning in the connnunity while he 

was gone, and such like which are throwbacks to his old characteristics and 

make him seem almost iDDnature. He also seemed· extremely cautious as to what 

he said and after roaming around and speaking at great length he finally 

developed some kind of a theme that he said would be a campaign theme of 

opening the doors of opportunity. That's not bad, but he wasn't Jrepared to 

adequately develop it. His almost timidity came through in the press confer­

ence on Saturday. He opened it with. a big friendly gregarious smile which 

could just almost hear LBJ tell him now assume the middle of the road posture 

and be friendly' and outgoing and gracious and generous. While this comes easy 

to him, this time it just seemed almost a bit too much. He band.led the questions 

skil.J.:"f'UllY but really ducked and dodged most of them, nailing down the middle 

of the road, being all things to all people. Typical was the one to students 

about the Mississippi summer campaign in which he said that if.young people 

weren't militant at that age why they would be dead by 4o. He thought they 

had mde a contribution; that not all instances of activities perhaps showed 

good judgment, but on balance what they did had been useful. Actually this 

answers better than his, but that was the gist of it. So it went. The sam~ at 

Waverly. Again I had the feeling he was being held in and that the Johnson 

influence to not get too far out was ever present .. Muriel read a wire from 

the President which was a very friendly one and in the course of it :when Jane 

and I discussed it she mentioned that Muriel had said on the airplane coming 

down that Johns·on bad called that morning and said that Muriel was more popular 

.than Humphrey, and she seemed very proud of that fact and Jane was shocked _she 
I • 

would .mentioncit to anyone else. On the elevator when he told hEµ" th~re was 

a ladies meeting and he was going to a-press conference wby she almost snapped 

I 



his head off tell'ing him that she was going to -the press· conference and 

so were the children and she didn't go to the ladies meeting, instead she 

sat in the press conference. We' re a little worried that there may be 

some kind of· competition brewing here. I think in Washington that -she is 

so much lef't out and has always felt so lonesome since way back in 1950 

when they almost broke up that when you get into campaign time and there . 

is a place for her to play and something to really do why she is going to 

mke very certain she plays her part and gets her f'ull just due of credit. 

I really can't say I blame her, given the nature of' people. She'll get only 

what she demands, but she really ought to be more discreet. 

Anyway, the whole thing ended up at the cottage at Waverly and the 

Humphreys, both of them, really performed. They got these 11 ttle grand 

children of theirs and the stage was set for them to run down the driveway. 

There was much hugging and posing with the baby, with the dogs, and finally 

with the ponies. All this mkes good copy. It• s done all the time. But 

really when it's done with studied effort in order to get publicity, one 

does feel a bit uncomfortable. However, that's a part of the game and I expect 

in the same .place I'd be doing the same thing, but not I think at quite the 

extreme level. I've always more or less f'elt that the standard ought to be· 

what you normally do and to that extent it's perfectJ.y appropriate., that 

publicity of your family and relationships should be forthcoming because 

people are entitled to know, that's one of things they use to measure you by. 

On the other hand, the extreme of it and corning it up _leaves mea little 

appalled. But sobeit. 

We drove in with the Griswalds... This was useful. It ;was enjoyable and 

I had a ·chance to gently hint to Frank how much I'd appreciated his financial 



1·. • • assistance over the years and with the help I've been able to give him with 

getting his coffee into Northwest Airlines maybe we can go back again. Lately 

he's been backing off from political contributions because people have just 

about nm him to death. I also asked him to do some looking around in· the 

Carvm! County area at the possibility of trying to get some kind of a lake 

home location. It we get into this Senate thing, we' 11 need one, and that 

would be close to both Flying. Cloud and Wold Chamberlin for transportation 

purposes.~ 

So the day ended at mother's with dinner with mother, Fannie, and Hughie. 

Connie was happy az:id feeling good and seems to have completed her adjustment 

and to -be enjoying her visit here in Minneapolis. It's really nice that she 

could get back tor a week and see her old friends before they go.back to college 

after being gone so long. Well, so it goes. I suppose this week end could 

• be termed a "sentimental journey" and possibly the beginning of the F.reeman • 

campaign for the Senate, at least laying the groundwork so that we will have 

that option when the time comes . Now, I'd better get Jane up, have a spot of 

breakfast and get ready to take off for Iowa and a Iabor·Day Campaign. 

September 8, 1964 -- Sheraton .. ~Ittlton Hotel, Chicago, Illinois. I pp.t 

in a busy day here today moving in last.night from a rather difficult yesterday 

in Iowa. It was deathly hot . I landed at Des Moines, went from one plane to 

another speaking to a Congressional Rany·at Knoxville, Iowa, to probably 250 

or so in a room where the airconditioning went out, you could cut the smoke 

with a knife. I felt my way along for this was really rq first political farm 
. ' 

speech of this campaign and from reports later it seemed to go all right, 

. although I was feeling kind of logy and not very inspirational. From there 

, we drove by car to ottumwa, Iowa, where I spoke to a labor Day dedication of 



their. new.viaduct and bridge and a whole complex of comm.unity improvements 

a result of a 10-year self-improvement -program that was truly impressive. 

Here I hrumnered away at the theme of cooperation, emphasizing that there 

were those who woµld split the Federal from other •segments ot Gove:rminent, but 

that our Government was truly the instrument of our ownwill if we sought 

to make it such and that President Johnson's bid for cooperation at all levels 

private and public was the key to progress for the future. I hammered away 

that -at this 70th Anniversary, or rather Toth labor Day, this Nation had had • 

the longest sustained prosperity ever in its history and that general "look 

what we've done to yo~ pocketbook theme". It seemed to be well received, 

although I wasn •t feeling very inspirational and the ent~inment via the 

ferris wheel and the rest ws within. stone's throw: to compete with the speaker 

together with a flat mike. 

After the program we rodecin a_parade. I had a series of radio and press 

interviews and then went by h,elicopter to catch a plane into Des M:>ines. The 

Des Moines press conference was the best of the day and probably made the day 

worthwhile. I pinpointed the feed grain program, made it clear that it would 

not be extended unless we had some more Democratic Congressmen and certainly 

not without a President 'Who strongly supported it and get in some good and I 

think useful licks. Then I flew _into Chicago, disnussing with Duke Norberg 

the Rural American Program going over some letters, some campaign.literature 

and effort to stimulate recruiting and methods to select State Chairmen. I 

sure hope this moves along properly. 

I was pretty tired when we got here. Was met at the plane and came on 

into the hotel, got in touch with Tom whom I put to work tey:tng to refine 

plans to get back tomorrow morning ~O! the funeral. in Hibbing of Gene Bangs. 



.Then I sat down dead tired and started to do a little work on briefing 

papers and ended up working until about 1: 00 o'clock in the morning. I 

cleaned up then, but before I went to bed read the book that is in process 

in ERS to outline our farm program. and' chart the way to the future· and did 

some work on it. We 're mak1ng progress. I just finished· reviewing some of 

it, but I need to do a great deal of work on it, and need to get at that very 

promptly. 

Basically I came into Chicago for the press conference -and at 10: 00 I 

went. down and really I think had an excellent . two hours. I highlighted the 

.announcement of the amount of di version required to participate in the 

feed grain program at 20 percent, and this gave the occasion to again drama­

tize the accomplishments of the feed grain program, its relation, and to 

answer the questions on the wheat program, and then· to respond to a wide 

range of questions . There was good press coverage. All four National 

radio and television hookups were present and hopefully it will get a good 

ride. I then came up and did some· work here both before and after lunch 

and then off to a one-half hour panel show which was quite stimulating I 

think for it was controversial.with·the editor of the Chicago Daily News 

criticizing the wheat program for being allegedly not voluntary and causing 

an increase in bread. I think I did some good· with him. If· this proves to 

be as interesting a program as it seemed, we'll try and get listening parties 

to hear it when :i.t's played back, and possibly dist~ibute the tapes around 

to other places to try and clear the record on this dif'ficul.t wheat question. 

I just came back to the hotel, did some work here on the book, and now 

I'm going to Kirkpatrick's party -- a surprise party for his 20th year with 

the American Political Science Association.. This will ·g1ve me. a chance to 



meet some of those people and to do some talking with them about things in 

general, .. conceivab]Q leaking towards moving one day into the academic world . 

. At least that's a possibility and ·a good chance to pay tribute to Kirk. 

Then I'll catch a plane, get to Minneapolis, and drive to Hibbing for the 

Gene Bangs funeral. 

During the press conference I got lots of questions on my ownplans, 

particularly the Senatorship, I turned them away with a smiling no connnent; 

when pressed I said that if I· said I wasn't interested it would be a reflection 

and if I said I would, it would make it difficult for me to admiJJlster the 

important responsibilities that are mine now, and so until November3 my answer 

to this question will be consistently "no comment" • This seemed to satisfy 

them. 



Thursday, September 10 -- 11:20 p.m. At the desk downstairs again.
() 

Just finished 21/2 hours working through the papers, on the 'phone, out-

lining speeches for the week to come to Rod, and dictating directives to 

staff in general. 

I got to Gene Bangs' funeral all right, although I ended up driving 

most of the night with Jim Dougherty- and only got a few hours sleep. It 

was a strange feeling to be in Hibbing in the Androy- Hotel and know that 

Gene Bangs was dead. His :f'wleral was a modest, quiet affair. Marjorie 

Bangs is a magnificent woman.;.. six children., deeply' in love with her husband, 

but y-et dry"_eyed. It brought back many memories to be at that :f'wleral. It 

ma.de me feel Just a little bit old and over the hump. I remember so well the 

first time we went fishing shortly' after the war ... going up in Gerry- Heaney' s 

old Plymouth. I remember going up on Jackfish Bay into Canada., the time we 

(-.-'-: fished in the rain _and caught ·so manywalleyed pike we didn't know what to 
. \ ..' 

do with them. Then of course the wonderful times on the Bangs' Island ·on 

Rainey Iake. Northern Mi.nnesota and fishing will never be the same without 

Gene Bangs. I can almost see him now in that kind of sloping walk of his and 

the efficient way in which he prepared ~, caught fish., and his always 

cheerful attitude. It's hard to know why someone like him mu.st go. 

I left immediately after the funeral.. We. bareflt made it in time to 

catch the plane out of Minneapolis and into Washington where I went to the 

office at 6;30 for.a conference.on P.L. 1'80preparing for a meeting with 

Ellender today; and then home where I again spent moi,t of the night at the 

desk., trying to catch up. 

On the plane I had a long visit with Abigail Mccarthy. It was quite 

interesting. We talked about common loyalty to the P~Y' and 
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that he had been worked over pretty good by the President this morning 

and must stay qn the job-. I'm sure that he was. As I reflect I'm not 

sure I would have wanted to be Vice President and be slave of this man. 
) 

As Chuck Bailey said to Jane in Atlantic City last week, he's a kind of 

person who enjoys picking the wings off of flies. That's not a bad state­

ment. Ania column by Marquis Childs in the pa.per the other day would back 

up Bailey's evaluation, and Childs is really friendly to Johnson. Anyway 

Humphrey will be attending tonight a meeting of representatives of the 

Southern. states wham I• ve called together to advise with us on how to proceed 

on our campaign in those States with particular emphasis on agriculture and 

to-counsel abou:t scheduling and our Rural Americans for Johnson and Humphrey 

Committee. Then we will go on . out to the House and go over materials that 

I've prepared for him in great detail about our programs, about the particular 

commodities, sohe can be well prepared and up-to-date. Hit;; speech which called 

for the Blue Ribbon Commi~tee touched a.Ll the pr~per bases in terms of sematic 

.catch words . :He talked about using the commercial market more than the 

Government -- that to satisfy the GT!. He talked about costs are too high _..:, 

ought we not· to budget rigid amounts and have to live with them. That for 

t~e economizers. He talked about income to agriculture being inadequate --

that• s for all the farmers. He talked about voluntary vs. mandatory and that's 

accolr!ding· to current thinking. . He talked about lots of things that sounded 

good and said nothing. . The question now is, what he' 11 ·want to_. do and of 

course he will "dance" a good bit because he need not and should not get 

im_pal.ed on some of the political-dilemmas which are a product of the great 

changes taking place which can only be shaped and not stopped. On the other 

hand he's going to have to stand up and be counted if he wants to get some 

votes .. in the South because they are for the mandatory program and_ this is theC'· 
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only way he can overcome-the anti-Civil Rights atti"ti.ude toward him.gen­

erally. I suspect as a matter of pride he will be ..very. anxious to .do that 

as is the President .. Whether he will want to' move in here and revised the 

wheat program to provide some more money -- whether he will want to increase 

supports on dairy, given the consequences of doing so both in terms of costs 

and future programs, remain to · be seen. This will be the first time in a 

good nany years. where I will be working in a sense for him, doing staff 

work for him, and sharing intimately his goals. I wonder how. the relation­

ship will work out. It 111 • be interesting· to see and who knows it may lay 

the groundwork for some important things in the future. Time will tell. 

September 10, 1964 -- 4: 15 p .m. This was the day I was going to stay 

home uniiil noon .and start writing a book. Instead .yesterday afternoon as I 

. was getting ready to go to the Rural Americans for Johnson-Humphrey meeting 

.with the Southern States l~ders, the roof caved in here.with~ call from 

Ken Birkhead that the Ellender Amendment to divert grants and Em:cess currency 

matters into the Appropriations Committee had been picked up by Findley, that. 

nasty Republican from Illinois, who combined with Rooney and Whitten ·:rrom the . . 

Appropriations Committee, and that it had passed on a meller Vote and the 

questimn w.s should we fight it out on a Roll.Call vote. To make a long story 

short as it ended up they adjourned for the day, I went on to the meeting which 

was reasonably s~cessful. We discussed the campaign. in the South. Then 

Humphrey and I went home and after a brief visit with Jane and Connie visited 

on into the night, or rather morning, until about 1: 30. We discussed agriculture 

and I gave him some details and I think some extremely useful souce material, 

•discuss.ed tlie. philosophy and economics of 1 t. He openly ackow~~dged that 

his speech of last week was nonsense and political and· aeiran.~ics for campaign 

purposes and that we had to have some kind of supply mnagement programs. I 
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C) Tuesday, September 15, 5:4o p.mo -- Another day is about over and 

I'm going to pick up the pile of :papers and head for home in a few minutes. 

This has been a relatively uneventful week although a visit by Bill Kubicek, 

who was out to the house to dinner last night, • was a ld.nd of highlight in a 

way. 

First, it was good to see Bill feeling so ·well. He finalzy has le:rt 

Birdie which he should have done 10 yeaDs ago and has a separate apartment. 

He says he feels like he's out of prison. He is the. old Bill and the uncer­

tainty and doubt of his earlier period :fs apparently overcome. He is inter- • 

ested once more in politics and wants to do something. His analysis of 

Karl Rolvaag is quite deva.stating. Karl's umrillingness to. take advice, that 

he's surrounded himself with bad staff, that he has been drinking too much 

in public and got an alcoholic la'!:>el on him, that he's been gone too much and 

Bill says he's been worse than I said he would be, and that's pretty bad. 

gently tried to talk to him about this, and urged him to make contact for Karl, 

that Karl needs help, that he's our friend, that he's been :)..oyal to us over 

the years, that I would never have been Governo;r without his loyalty and support 

and that he was an outstanding Lieutenant Governor and that Karl didn't get 

the help he should have wb.ep. he needed it and turned to other people who helped 

him in the recount period. If he' s in trouble now, instead of turning on him 

we ought to help him. I urged Bill to try and go on a trip with .him and to 

establish rapport and told Bill that Karl bad told me that he was glad to see 

the old Bill back rather than the negative antiRolvaag Bill Kubicek of' the 

election and recount period-when Bill -was sick~ Bill admitted then that he 

had called Karl about_ doing this and said he would go and d.o so and try and 

develop some more rapport . Bill minimizes the Mondale-Keith problem. He 

I 



( says both or·these fellow are just ambitious young guys on the make and 

that all Fritz Mondale has to do is work as hard as Sandy Keith and he has 

nothing to wr,·1:ry about for he ha.s all the machinery to do it, but. that· 

Sandy has outworked him so far and Sandy has certain ..a weal- and as .such. 

in the party today if' a _vote was made it'd be pretty hard to tell who 

would win. 

He belittles Fritz' canplaint that after he helped Sandy, Sandy 

.. ,.~:•-·.... served notice that he, not Mondale, was to be the next Governor. I put 

out a number of feelers to Bill on the question of the Senate out there 

and he didn't respond very enthusiastically to any of them. He apparently 

made a comment to Tom that he in a way hoped I would no, get involved 

because campaigns have been so hard on me physically and emotionally. I 

asked Tom what he meant by that and he said1 well it was a kind comment, 

that Bill recalled the campaigns when the pressure was heavy, when my stomach 

gave me serious trouble and the tensions that went with it. Bill also told 

Tom that he and Gerry Heaney had agreed that should I go back why they 

certainly hoped I wouldn't be vindictive and go back to justify things from 

the past" This was a good warning of what not to do. I guess I have had 

some tendency to do that especially when Heaney wanted me to mke a tele­

vision show supporting the taconite amendment and I insisted on stating that 

what they were doing now is what would have been done 8 years ago if U.S. 

Steel hadn't been so stubborn.· Heaney won't use that which is what I 

figured. If they want me to talk about taconi te they can set the stage 

and I can do it on my ownterms on a basis that will be dignified and effective, 

not just as another stooge that .has jumped into line. There are some that 



( ) value my judgment in this area and who might . riot be reached any other 

way. I won't reach them either if' it is not done -properly. 

I think I got Bill Kubicek interested in the Rural .Americans for -

Johnson-Humphrey movement and he left here to go home and talk to Monda.le 

and Rolvaag about it and proceed to try and get it organized in Minnesota. 

ibis could be the beginning of' a campaign organization if' we need it 

in 1966. Bill said that he would watch for any_ organized efforts in 

Minnesota on this, but he didn't see how there could be any because Rolvaag 

would not be pushed, and I_ think he's probably right • that with the number of _ 

contenders 1n the field, nzy-self, M:>ndale, Blatnik and possibly Rolvaag 

himself, no one is apt to try and bull up much outside pressure and Karl 

won't be very acceptable to it anyway. 

I.told Bill when he left the office a -few minutes ago that if 

Rolvaag called me today and asked, I would say "yes", but like in 1958 

when I stayed as Governor instead of running for the Senate., I felt a deep 

responsibility to the program that we have here. I told him, too, and I 

think it's true, that the $3 billion net income which farmers have had over 

196o since I've been here has been the results of my efforts. Not. myself 

alone, but that in this difficult task I've been effective enough in 

carryin~ forward the programs to get them through the Congress, of at 

least in comparison with other members of this Administration and their 

legislation that I think we have been all things considered the most effec­

tive and that none of the rest of them could have done what I have done. 

I hope that isn't a·statement of self-esteem and_.self-congra.tulation, I 

really think it's true or almost true. That being the case, I feel a real 

responsibility to_ carry this program forward, but it will be tough. 

https://Monda.le


.This· morning in Staff, Horace Godfrey told me that we were taking on 

almost _.50.percent of the tobacco in the Carolinas, that the good Georgia price 

had broken sharply, that. there. was. a lot more production in Rhodesia., · they 

had preference to the British narket, and that they sold at about half' 

the price that we had, with their quality improving and ours slightly 

diminishing. .We my have to go to Congress with a poundage program for 

tobacco and that will be another headache. Ellender made a speech in wuisiana, 

and Aiken. put iii in the· Record, . violently criticizing the cotton program and 

not too .coJJDD.endatoryto the wheat and feed grain programs. So at best 

our work will be cut out for us. 

If'we can.get this ~al Americans thing going we-could have contacts, 

we could approach all candidates for Congress and get some direction on 

polite commitments looking to future legislation. Yesterday over 200 people 

attended an afternoon meeting and then went with me to the White House to 

see the President. It was an impressive turnout and really the first step 

of' this organization effort has now been accomplished. We have a. National 

organization with National Committee and officers. We hav~ had an announce­

ment on it and we have a National Committee of over200 people with. at 

least three or_f'our in every State in the Nation.including some key and important 

names in the Southern states. Nowwego forward to organization within the 

States and down-to the countie_s coordinating with the ASCS and it could be a 

big thing. Time will tell. I couldn't help feeling. let down on the whole 

thing with the President, however. 

Ia.st Saturday I spent most of' the day in the office, hoping to see 

him about a. number ·of. things. We~ve got a terrific -briefing book that I 

l.) wanted him to have· and to give to him personally. In addition, the <3.uestion 



(_) of dairy supports with a. recommendation of raising them nominally which 

has been. J;>atting . around here for· quite some tinie needed to be discussed. 

Valenti .wasn't .. able to work it into Saturday's. schedule so I sent over . 

some mterial which allegedly he took up with-Walter Jenkins, although he 

did not. call me. Anyway we went on over yesterday after this meeting. I 

took the. officers, together witl;i ·Patton. and Ellis·, into the President's 

office and through his office·out. into the Rose Garden wher~ Scott, the 

Chairman from North CarolimJ.,made a.brief' statenent to the President and 

presented him to the group. He talked briefly and.really there wasn't much 

life or verve 1n it, but then he did go down.and ·shake hands with all of 

them which was very important . 

I followed him back into the office and Nick Gild.off' came in with a 

release and said, "Mr. Presid~t·, do you .want the.se remarks released?" 

The remarks were rather flat and the President read them, and said he didn't 

think they said very mu.ch, and shrussed. his ~boulders -- "Ask the Secretary7 

he said, and looked down at his papers . I read it and said, "Well, Mr. 

President, I ·think they ought to be released, it gives some interesting 

information and credence to tn.e organization ·of this group." He didn't look 

. up • and perhaps 2 minutes vent by, and finaJ.ly looked up and said half 

impatiently, "All right, all right, it doesn't make any difference. Go 

ahead." Whereupon I said, "Mr. President, I'd like to see you for just a 

few minutes, there are a couple of pressing things." He hesitated for just 

a minute, looked just a little impatient, really I couldn't say he ~s 

unpleasant, and said, "All right, but just a few minutes. I've got six 

Senators waiting." I sat down in a chair and he did lean forward and give me 

. .. . his undivided attention. I told him about the NFO thing, .that I had kept 
lJ 

the Governors from Wisconsin and Mirmeso1?8,, or it would have been more 
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(. • accurate to say I had urged them and somewhat influenced them not to call 

out the. National Guard, but that there had been widespread violence and 

intimidation., some destruction of' property and two deaths, . that this was a 

sensitive situation., that I didn't want us to get into it.,. that they were 

urging we do something to give Staley an out. I told him I had talked that 

day f'or several hours with Rolvaag, Reynolds of Wisconsin., and StE4ey. 

staley was overwrought. I'm not sure whether he really ts. sincerely 

trying .to hold down violence. Karl doubts it., but Reynolds and Tom Hughes· 

think he is .. The. Farm Bureau ca.me out with a statemen~ that staley should 

call off' withholding action., that he was responsible f'or the deaths. 

I think this is bothering him, but Tom nakes the point that if' he really· 

wanted to he .could control the widespread threats and intimida:61ons that are 

taking place in Minnesota. Karl is more worried and upset about this than 
( \ 

I've ever seen him upset about anything. He said he's got more nasty mail 

than he's ever had while he's been Governor and said if he bad to run·now 

he'd be defeated 2 to 1. I wonder if in part he isn't now rationalizing, 

as Bill Kubicek says, his other mistakes and loold.ng for a reason for his low 

in popularity and trying to get someone else involved in·it to take the 

monkey off ~is back. At least that's Kubicek's analysis and he's urged us to 

stay out of it and my instincts· are to stay out of it, too. Yet, I would 

like to help Karl· an~ he.is extremely upset about it. 

Anywa:y., I told the President about it and told him that O??,e of _the 

things. and the only thing I'd been able to think of wouJ.d be to get the 

National Marketing Commission rolling and let them have their first hearing 

in the .Midwest and to give some kind of credence to the NFOand some kind of 

· an out if they want to call of'f' withholding action. I doubt whether this 

https://loold.ng


would satisfy them. They talk about arbitration put there's really 

nothing· to -arbitrate. He did not respond to this. • That· appthintment 

has not .been .nade yet and everybody's frustrated about it. Ralph Dungan 

is really. upset. He h~s submitted any number of names and they have gotten 

short shrift . Apparently to make natters worse, he is dealing through 

someone for he said to me, "Maybe I'd better pick up the. 'phone and call 

the President myself.~' He said that this had been a bad. week end. That 

this morning the President got up about 8: 00 o'clock and changed the speech 

that wasto . be .aade at the Machinists' Convention 1n Miami today after it 

already -had been prepared, released, and was already on the Press Plane and 

distributed, because of some references to Cuba which he said were completely 

. innocuous. Apparently he feels some of' the same frustration that I do. 

Anyway .the President did ·not respond· about this, and I merely urged that 

(. appointment be made. 

I then called the dairy problem to his attention and he said to me, "you 

recommended 15 cents", so apparently he had read that memorandum. I said, 

"Yes," that I didn I t feel too strongly about it, but gave the reasons 'Why we 

did. He satd well he wanted to think about that and he'd get in touch_ with 

m when he got back from his trip this week. I pointed out to him that we had 

drought around the country, that we had been sitting on this, and that we 

needed some fairly quick action. I told him I was getting a lot of pressure 

from the Congressional people like Mills and he told me to tell Mills to 

vote right on Medicare. That was about that, and. I excused myself. Then I 

had a 45-minute call waiting from Karl Rolvaag going over -the same ground on 

NFO and ge1ti.ng no where. 

https://ge1ti.ng


I felt rather depressed. As a matter of fact, I did all day yester­

day. For one thing being told only a few minutes when you've been 

hanging.around:, and I think quite thoughtful in terms of the President's 

time, irritates the daylights out of me. • I was tempted to say, ."Why, if 

that's all you've got, -- why jam it. 11 Then the NFO thing is frustrating 

because I don't know what to do and it is worrisome. Finally, I wasn't 

too well satisfied with the meeting. It didn't seem to get the kind of 

organizational thrust I think necessary. On the other hand,. today the 

reports have been good and perhaps we've got so~thing stirred up. 

I got Ken Birkhead early this mrning, he_ had a staff meeting, got this 

thing organized, himself named as.Director, responsibilities assigned out to 

people we borrowed from RF.Aand Farmers Union, and it is apparently rolling. 

I talked with .Jim Patton who said he was noiir getting the people ·in line 

in the wheat country and trying to beat dmm the grumbling and. discontent 

because of our wheat decision increasing ~he· amount .of diversion required to 

comply. It's all or nothing now, he said, and we've got to get that across. 

He also made the point that he was on my side and didn·'t agree with those who 

were saying there ought to be a change of Secretary. I. El.Sked him who that 

was and he said he really couldn't name anyone, he wasn't ducking the ques­

tion, but there was just a kind of a sullen undercurrent along that line. 

I think that I s : probably true and will be increasingly true as we go along now 

for frustrations do build up, nobody's satisfied and there's gotta be a fall 

guy. This is one of the reasons 'Why this Senatorship thing is beginning to 

look better day by day, although I do have a·deep dedication to this program 

and if the President would support it and we would get a clear line on that, 

I think.I'd.carry it forwardo But ~creasingly, it looks like we won't get 

much of a line. 



Another activity under way this week is that of the budget. I met 

• yesterday for s.everal hours . We now have a budget ready to recommend which 

includes .about $500 million increase in the controllable items and then a 

budget set at the Bureau of the Budget which would represent a very, very 

harsh budget. In the course of the discussion I was reminded again that 

everything that we cut back.or cut out in the last budget, including such 

minor things as five small laboratories vi th one or two people in them 

were restored and in most cases were not.only restored, but increased. 

That Congress is not about to let many on going services lapse. I pushed 

the fellows, however, very hard saying., "n, you,mean to tell me that there 

isn't a thing that goes on in this Department that ought not. to be cut back? 11 

"Well," they said, "They thought perhaps not." Iater, however, in talking 

with Bill Kubicek whom I had reviewed some of our science problems with 

Dr. Brady, he made the point that in some of the utilization laboratories 

a lot of money was being spent on what was essentially engineering instead 

of basic research and we ought to move away from that. 

I felt kinda punk and· a little bit blue and down this morning, too~ 

But at ll:30 Bob McNanara and I played squash. We had a good game. I 

had 2 to 2 and after having gotten some good exercise I felt much better 

and managed to . turn out some work. It is now almost 6: 00 and I promised 

I• d be home for dinner by 7: 00.. Ted Shields is coming to • spend the night 

with us • so we'll have people around tonight again so I'd better get on the 

way so we can have dinner and I can get to "WOrkbefore he comes. 

That's it for now. 



(__ SUnd.ay, ~ptember 20, 1964, in Minneapolis at M:>ther • s. Just 

completed a week end of campaigning here in Minnesota -- none too successful 

and I fe,el .-a bit depressed about it. It's pretty hard to be popular as 

Secretary of AgricUl.ture. 

I left st. Cloud about 2 hours ago and an old friend of mine 

on the fac.ulty of the state College, who was a former Vo-Ag teacher, said 

"You're not very popular with these farmers down here any more. I Im.ow 

many of them and they're very unhappy and disgruntled. They blame the 

Secretary of Agriculture for their plight." 

Iast night I spoke.to the Minnesota Conservation Federation in Alexandria 

and had some time with Ben Wichterman, running for Congress in the Seventh 

District, and there I s a question as to how I can really help him. He wants 

no reference nade to increased income or to things that we've apcompl~shed 

or done. The wheat program. he said for example doesn't help the sma.11 farmer 

who is in desperate circumstances because he doesn't have any wheat base. 

In Minnesota the mroagitation and the drought there is also hardship and 

discontent again 8Jll9ng the same group of fa~rs. 

Actually if I look at·it at all philosophically and somewhat ironically 

I guess it constitutes an accomplishment that agriculture really is no great 

issue in this campaign. Yesterday at Plowville in North ~kota, Goldwater,. 

attacked me as Boss Freemn, referred to the index as being down, but .then 

went on mostly to talk about defense. Humphrey gave a farID: speech. :It. • 

hinted at progress made, but mostly said we had to do things better_ andagain 

called for a Blue Robben Commission, whatever that is, to tigure it all out. 

He surely didn't stand for it boldly and bravely and say -~_these are the things 

he's done, and--we are moving toward parity of income. Actually his speech 
. . . 

wasn't bad probably and under all circumstances was politically the best 
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( thing to do, Nonetheless, one can't help feeling a little dis~llusioned and 

even a .little down after the. long.and hard battle that we do not get ·any 

recognition or real support for what has been accomplished which is quite 

significant . 

It also makes me wonder about the year to come and how much support 

we really can muster. The. farmer may be in for a rough go, inde.ed,. and . 

the wheat referendum may in retrospect be the critical straw that broke 

the camel's back. Anyway, be that as it ma:y I've had another week end at 

home. I spoke to the Conservation Federation about conservation, outlining 

the remarkable record oi!ethe Congress and the Administration in that field and 

it se_emed to be well accepted. 

I.flew in yesterday from Washington., changed planes at the airport, 

com.ing.. in by cQanc~ in the same plane with Luci Bayne Johnson on t~e 

• way to a barbeque at Minnetonka. Sb,e got the attention and I trailed along. 

I then had an airport press conference -- no press; but the TV stations were 

there and apparently used it . 

We flew -to A1emndria and back last night. Drove down to st . .Cloud. 

had planned to have a press conference for the weekly paper in both AJ.exandria 

and St. Cloud but no one showed up. Actually Rod should have written a 

letter in my name to all those weekly editors and I think they woul.d ~ve 

come in. Instead he had Johri Obert in Alexandria and Ed O'Brien, Congress~ 

Alec Olson• s man in st . Cloud, • send out the invitations and there wasn • -6any 

response. • I wanted to announce the West. Central Minnesota Research Conserva­

tion and Development Project which :was quite thrilling. This whole research 

development and conservation multi-county resourse development program was 

my idea. and I launched it initially back in the land and People Conference 

I 



( .) . in December of 1961 and went 011:to incorporate it in the Food and 

Agriculture Act of 1962 and it's most gratifying that the first one to 

prepare project proposals, some 80 of them, covering 5 counties and 

send it in after planning assistance for approval which I announced should 

-be here in my home state. Really these are splendid programs and have great 

promise . for thoughtful, sensible, long-term resource development, better 

land use, new conservation and recreation pJann:tng, and overall community 

development. It was my thought tbat these things should be announced in the 

weekly press and it would give a leg up for all. the participants in the 

program., recognition to them, and a bit incidentally" to myself. - I had my 

eye on the ~enatorial possibility- doing it this way-. 

Saw Earl in st. Cloud add we visited. In many wa;ys, Karl is kind of 

arrogant these days, although that's probably a little bit unkind_. He's 
\ 

sure .ccnscious of being Governor and conscious of the Senatorship appointment 

to come. In a way- it's like a cat and mouse game. Blatnik was there today·.-...;. 

and I expressed surprise at him being there, and Karl said he wasn't surprised 

that he. was there one bit, the cooler inference being that Blatnik.was 

there to do some campaigning to try- and get that Senatorship appointment. 

John Obert the Editor of the Park Region Echo last night asked me in 

Aleandria · whether I was interested, said he wan~ed to write a pro-FEeeman 

editorial. I told him that I thought I was. That I certainly didn't have 

any objection to his going ahead. This uay- well trigger something. I do 

hope that it. doesn't in arry-way-upset Fritz M:>ndale. I think we've got this 

thing between us fairly orderly. I praised Fritz quite highly and honestly 

today- on the platform. and he reciprocated. I didn't do much of a speech 

because it.was a little hard to get my heart in it because this generai 

attitude is disappointing, but as I say- logically" it's ~bably the best. 



The only reai line to take, the one I took yesterday that Ben Wichterman 

basiealjy~ppr0ved and-Alec Olson the. same today,· was. that we did inlieri t 

a mess:, whiah....'.is.. true; . ..f'al=lll..income had been steadily falling, and it had; 

we stopped .. tlaat,. w.e' d increased income, we've worked down surpluses., that 

national farm .income has increased significantly and that in Minnesota 

the same., and. that this state this year would have $100. million less income if 

it hadn't been for the wheat and feed grain programs. I gave this to Rolvaag 

to read ·because he has been p~etty well innoculated by the· ·NFO with the virus 

that everything is going to the dogs. Of course it isn't, and basically 

large chunks of agriculture are reasonably successful and prospering, but 

the adJustment goes on. As I've outlined before it's a painful process 

and inevitably the Se.cretary. of Agriculture is going to be a punching bag 

as a part of .it. I'm·used to it -- immuned to it -- but when you'd like 

(- , to get out and really lay it on the; line and fight back in an election 

campaign, it's a .bit. frustrating, depressing, disillusioning to recognize 

that you can't nake the fight for although you might be right, it simply 

wouldn't be understood and wouldn't constitute good politics. 

I'm a bit worried these days about the Billie Sol Estes report finally 

coming out of the Senate Committee to· be followed in the· House. This has 

been--buried • this long while the Committee members haggled about the report 

and now for it to come out a month b·efore election couldn't be worse --. 

especially when the.real thrust. and effort of the whole Goldwater campaign is 

to undermine Johnson's standing by contending that he is a little less than 

moral. Charl.ey.Murphy is working on it. The judgment at the moment is, 

the Committee apparentjy-all having agreed on a report that is mu.ch better 



than the initial staff draft, but each having reserved the right to issue a
( ) 

statement supplementing· it, it being certain that Mundt and Curtis will 

issue a very nasty one, and that Goldwater will pick it up as a part of his 

general attack, should we encourage Ervin and Muskie to put out a favorable 

report and whether we should do that or not. will depend in part on what 

McClellan will. do for if that should be done and the Republicans and Democrats 

both put out conflicting reports, McCle_llan' s will be the one that will be 

widely -accepted. Tom feels that it doesn't nake much difference for this 

is a dead issue and no one will pay much attention anyway and they've been 

hollering Billie Sol Estes already. However, I do think it will give it more 

credence and it's just an llllpleasant situation and one in which we can't 

gain and will only hurt. Charley is working on that in wa.shington n.ow. 

Mother seems fine here, much·better than the last time I was home. 

; She's been selling off Freida's belongings which has been a difficult 

experience, but seems to be coming out of it in good shape now. This is a 

relief for I was worried about her. 

Well up early in the morning and into Detroit for a consumer's speech, 

a couple of days in the office, and then the balance of the week in Florida. 

Actually, it seems now except in the Corn Belt States where farmers are 

pretty well off and the feed grain program is popular and we can alert them 

to the danger of losing it, it would appear that there is little constructive 

and useful campaigning I can do. I will try and hit the Congressional 

Districts of that kind where I can be helpful and then see about talting 

some runs in -the South where I might be able to be more effective. With 

the cott·on program going badly this year -- the possibili ~ies of that have 

.beomme somewhat lessened, too. 

Such is the life of the Secretary of Agriculture. 



October 6, 1964 - 10:25 p.m. 

I'm sitting in the·office, just returned from a flying trip to 
/ 

Wisconsin where I spoke at Beaver Dam in Dodge County, in the home 

district of Congressman Bob Kastenmeier .. I really layed it on the 

line in somewhat difficult-circumstances, for there was no podium, 

sharp wind that was very cold, and. a reasonable crowd, but across 

the race track at a.County Fairgrounds. They did li~ten, and. I'm 

told I spoke almost an hour. 

The gist of it was Goldwater means "No Farm Program". That means 

a national net loss of $5 biliion in farm income, close to $200 million 

in Wisconsin; second, that Goldwater's finger on the button in light of 

his ridiculou~ statements, and I particularly quoted his "Der Spiegel" 

( interview where he said that he would go to the brink of war if President, 

just as Germany had successfully done. 

These I hammered ~ome, together with information about the feed grain 

program; told:. them· that .legally I couldn't increase dairy price supports, 

but outlined. how much we had done· to purchase dairy products. Then·, 

because of some ridiculous scheduling, I had time for only some quick TV 

and Radio interviews and then drove 65 miles to Milwaukee, missed one 

plane, caught another in to Chicago, flew in here, and now·I amin t:he 

office for a few minutes befor·e I go pick up J·ane • and Connie who are· at 

·a movie. 

Yesterday I spent a hectic day in New York City~ Flew up early in 

the morning and spoke to. the Conference of Food Ed.itors, .about 200, mostly 

women around the United States, got some good copy on· it, and a speech . 

that was very well.accepted. 



(_ I then met for lunch with some food executives who have a Democratic 

orientation, then went out to Columbia to speak to some students. tn 

the meantime I have been trying to get the feel of the situation where 

Bobby Kennedy v. Keating was concerned and couldn't do so. The meeting 

I-went to was strictly a Johnson-Humphrey meeting, so I juggled my 

speech around to bring Kennedy in,· at the end of it, with a very strong 

plea, pointing out the humanitarian, human. side of the man, and how I had 

moved from the position of feeling somewhat· ·critica~ in 1960, to respect 

and affection todayo I also tried to.~o after Keating. I am worried 

with the situation there. A very intelligent; knowledgeable fellow by 

the name of ~rviilg Chess took me around and-indicated that there was 

strong support for Keating, the Jewish Connnunity seemed to be moving in 

his direction, that the carpetbagger Ke.nnedys have enough, he's riding 

on his brother's reputation, business·. is hurting Bobby Kennedy. Also, 

that the organization up there, including the Johnson~Humphrey offices 

aren't really helping him. So I calied Steve Smith this morning, made 
I 

this report t.o him, and suggested that he tatk with Chess, which he agreed 

to do. 

Early this morning I had breakfast at the Blair House with President 

Macapagal of· the Philippines, and his finance minister. I was- mighty 

impressed with the Philippine President. He was, of course, doing a 

sales job . ·for representatives. from the International Monetary Fund and 

World Bank were there, but he spoke with real feeling when he said he was 

-a dreamer and a fighter, that he had taken two. quick actions before he 

actually was faced with his ffrst Congressional session. 



He submitted an immediate plan for land reform-and he removed 

· restraints on exchange and provided for free trade. He. s·poke very 

distinctly .and sharply in ·terms of the private sector of the economy, 

was critical of India and Nehru for having been so socialistically 

oriented_, described efforts taken· to train technicians sending many 

·thousands· to Formosa so small tenant farmers could. learn how to farm 

efficiently . 

.I was invited bec·ause we agreed to go along with Title. I, P.L. 

480 rice deal, and I was being buttered up. Actually, it was interesting 

and I was impressed. I~ going to take a closer look at what they're 

doing by way of agricultural development there, see if we can't help. 

He ~ade the point very persuasively that the Philippines were our friends, 

they were following our examvle, and if they could make freedom .and· free 

enterprise succeed in the Philippines it would be an outstanding example 

for the rest of the world-.· He seemed to be a very determined fellow; he 

stated he had stamped out ·corruption. He stated that he called seven 

successive special sessions· of the Congre~s before he finally wore them 

down enough to pass the land reform bill. 

Bill Wood of -the World Bank expressed some skepticism as to his 

possibilities of. reelection, which rather amazed me~ Here was a banker 

giving a political judgment and discounting the position which economically 

and philosophically as presented. was completely in line with his own· and 

yet_ feeling that it would be politically untenable in the Philippines. 

It's an odd world. I have no idea as· to his political standing, but he's. 

got a lot of drive and imagin.ation and· I would suspect he's ke_eping a lot • 

of political fences built. It will be interesting to go out there and take 

I hope to be in .this week and do some work around here now.· The 

sugar situation is· in a first class mess and we've got to make· some. tough 



( ) decisions about it, which I reviewed. quickly ·this morning with Charlie 

Murphy. I also opened the Coop. Exhibit this morning, and it seemed 

to go off really very well. A lot of people were there, and Doug ·Dillon 

C$lle over from Treasury which was really very thoughtful. I made a very 

sho1:7t ·statement and intro~uced everyone and then we had a' line, .big· rope 

with a square knot in i_t from the Navy Department, and • that rope was 

pulled to tighten the knot as a symbol of cooperativism, which was a 

pretty good gadget and got a lot of pictures. I then went around and 

looked at all the exhibits and had ·pictures taken·. 

Be~ore we went down, the Coop. Advisory Committee and the Board· 

of the REA came on into the office, and I gave them a little lecture about 

getting on the battle line.now that I was being so attacked because of 

our support here for cooperatives. Since the Johnny Harms Kepplinger 

Letter I have, of course, had a good bi~ of antagonistic mail. I've 

purposely turned it around to try and stimulate some of these groups 

and get them to do some fighting back. I to~d them today I didn't mind 

being called a son of a bitch, .but· I wanted. some company, even if it 

. meant that some cooperative ··organizations might lose some customers in 

the private trade. They grinned a bit wryly; and I'm not sure they liked· 

the statement, but I think they agreed. Anyway, that worked out fairly·· 

well. It has been abusy period. 

Saturday I was in Delaware. There was lousy advance work done. I had 

a brief press conference that .amounted to only a few weekly editors in 

Georgetown,Delaware, spoke in a village square to a handful of-people, 

ate some barbecued chicken, drove with Governor C_arveli across the: State to 

a place called Pet.ersburg, where I ~poke bri~fly, a._t~ nort-parti~an 
. ' i· ', • 

d~dication of the Sportsmen. meeting ·at. a game preserve and· on to a .political' • 



dinner at Wilmington that night. 

Here I did my best to get some licks in at John Williams who is a 

skunk. He is: one of the most slippery; dishonest people in the Congress. 

He certainly ~as totally irresponsible duririg the Billie Sol Este~ deal, 

but he has managed ·to get an image of being a fear1ess investigator and 

apparently is quite strong. 

I thought Carvell was kind of a clown· at first, but re_ally he's 

done_quite a job apparently as Governor, and·I was more impressed with 

him as we went along. He is a folksy, friendly, outgoing, honest and 

direct kind of person.and am sure has stimulated a great deal of con­

fidence and may be_stronger than a lot of people think. 

I suppose I'll pay a price for hitting at Williai;ns, but this is a 

part of ·the process and it's one thing someone can do when it is a faker 

like this when he _comes in from the outside. 

I didn't go after Proxmire today in Wisconsin, although perhaps I 

should have said something nice. Instead I_ point_edly ignored him, praising 

·Gaylord Nelson, John Reynolds, Kastenmeier and everyone else. Afterwards 

a fellow came up to me and said it was quite noticeable I hadn't mentioned 

Proxmire, and was. th.at intentional, and I caught him up short with a curt 

"no comment". 
l .. 

Maybe I am bitting off my nose to spite my face here, for Proxmire 

can seek out and make problems for us here in the Department, so perhaps 

I should let bygones be bygones, but I can't forget how he went out of 

his way. to hurt me when we had to drop ·dai_ry supports,- and ·of .course 

again the fact that he is a complete self-seeker who today is demagoguing 

economic assistance arid generally playing to every emotfon, try~ng to • 
I 

_/ insure his own reelection. He has few friends in the Democratic Party 

and, of course, he -is bitterly hated by the· President.. So, maybe I can 



(• 
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indulge in this luxury. 

From all indications the campaign is going ahead very well indeed, 

for the President and Humphrey both continue strong. There is the un­

certainty, of course, just because Goldwater is such a screwball, but 

there seems to be a general acceptance by the commentators that it would 

take a miracle to change things and some evidence of defeatism in the 

Goldwater camp. 

Eugenie Anderson has been here. We had dinner with her Sunday night 

at a party the India Edwards gave, and we picked her up ahead of time 

and had a few minutes visit. She brought up the Senatorship thing and 

in effect urged that I should seek it ·and was delighted that I would be 

willing to accept· it, or at least I so told her. 

She said she had been mentioned and she hadn't done any grandstand 

( withdrawal statement, but she felt of all people that I'm the one who 

ought to be in the Senate and it would be to the betterment of the Senate 

and the country if I would be willing to serve. A nice way to put it 

indeed. She'll be on out to Minnesota and I think will talk to Karl 

Rolvaag. Tom's out today and we'll continue our little campaign there 

to be in a position if the occasion calls for it, and we want to move 

in that directiono 

. I must say that as we go forward here and so many things are in the 

mill, and there's so much yet.to be done and we've done so much, I hate 

the thought of not driving it forward. But maybe someone else can do it 

better, for I'm getting perhaps to be a more controversial figure right 

along. Although I find some places I might be even halfway popular. 



Monday, September 28, 1964 - 10:05 p.m. 

I'm in my study trying to get organized -for another hectic week .. 

Last week was something of a campaign week. I left town Wednesday 

noon, flying down to Jacksonville where I spoke to a Young Democratic 

Rally. The Senior Democratic Chairman had declared for Goldwater and 

the Young Democrats promoted thi~ din~er· which was well attended and 

actually en~ed up quite enthusiastic. 

There were a good many local officials from city and county and 

the President's recent trip down there because of hurricane Dora damage 

had done a lot of good. Nonetheless they were rather perfunctory until 

following the meeting when it seemed at least that I had fired them up 

quite a bit. 

I made my "Great Society" speech, outlining the ·possibilities of the 

future and emphasizing the difference between the Democratic and Republican 

approach. The response really was excellent. I was in fair form, and 

got a good response. 

I was tired, however, and unable to get to bed very soon for I had 

the usual after-a-banquet caller and we were up at 5:00 in the morning. 

The next day was a very interesting one. Doyle Conner, the most attractive 

and shrewd young Commissioner of Agricul~ure, accompaned me along with 

a number of Florida political leaders, including our ASCS Committee 

member, Simpson; the Democrati'c State Chairman~ Mr. English, and a 

number of other leaders. 



The Rural Americans for Johnson-Humphrey seemed to have taken hold,
( ) 

and there were quite a number of people who had found their spot in that 

group. 

Our first stop was at Lake City,- at 7:30 in the morning at the air-
I 

port. To my surprise '•several hundred people were present. Quite a number 

were- Department employees, who. can always be turned out anywhere in the 

country for the Secretary, where there are also~ lot of local officials 

playing farmers, and others. Some of thein had driven as far as 80 miles. 

They had been hit by the hur.ricane with 16 inches of rain in 24 hours, 

and I was able to talk with them about it and extend emergency measures 

on the spot. 

r·then talked about farm programs and their importance and ended up 

reading some statements from Goldwater. They tightened up a little bit 

on that, but on balance were extremely friendly, and Doyle Conner who was 

worried was pleased. 

We then flew for an hour to a town called Marianna, which was right 
.\ 

in the heart of the "Cracker" c~untry, and violently anti-Civil Rights, 

although, traditionally strongly Democratic. It was theI usual country 
. I . 

town and as we drove around the square I counted a ful_l dozen Goldwater 

stickers on the cars, but no Johnson stickers. We hadl a kind of coffee 

hour in the town. The local cow bells were out and people drifted in 

until there must have been s.everS:1 hundred present. nlyle Conner gave 

Ime a nice introduction; this was his wife's home· town fi.nd then I repeated 

pretty much the same presentation, only this time went a little easier 

on specifically attacking Go_ldwater. Again the response was respectful, 

not quite as friendly, but seemed ·t'o be reasonably good._ 

. The Press, following my remarks, queried me ·~trongly about how we 

would implement the Civil Rights Bill, and what about the Extension 



( 
Service and 4-H, but I parried that by saying the Administrative pro­

cedu:res have not yet been worked out, so I couldn't answer the question. 

When they persisted I asked them smilingly whether they were more interested 

in Civil Rights than in Agriculture, and let it go at that. 

As we flew away Doyle Conner was quite enthusiastic. He said he 

thought we had layed the groundwork for making real progress. The fi.rst 

job now that they have been partially reassured and the dangers of Republican 

agricultural programs emphasized_ was he said to sow some suspicion. Given 

Goldwater some 15 pro- Civil Rights votes of the Adam Clayton ·Powell-Jacob. 

Javits Rider type, the job to do was to inform people of. this. With a 

gleam in his eye, he told me how he had plans so that some of those folks 

with Goldwater stickers· would cover them in part wHh Johnson stickers and 

when queried what had happened to change their mind, they would then point 

out how they had been deceived by this man Goldwater and they might as well 

stay with the Democrats and the Farm Program instead of a double talker 

like him. Conner felt we had really made some progress. 

I next spoke at Lakeland, Florida, which was mo9t enjoyable. We 

landed by plane, transferred to helicopter and flew .out to the home of. 

·the Executive Director of .the Florida Citrus Mutual, Bob Rutledge, where 

I sampled a new tangerine, the product of Department research, some 20 

years of it, This.new fruit will mature in September and October instead 

of December and January as·was previously the case making it available 

to market much earlier. 

The luncheon held at the Yacht Club there was really quite a success. 



Octobe·r 4, 1964 - At Home, in my Study. 

•Obvio~sly, there has been a gap. • Wh·en I quit dictating a week 

or ao ago, I was describing the Florida trip. Since then I have been 

·mostly campaigning. 

I accompanied Humphrey to Georgia. I have been. in Missouri. I 

spent yesterday in Delaware .. I have just finished working several hours 

at my desk on the proposed book, which I hope to set down a program for 

agriculture as well as review how we ~ot to where we are, so we think 

we·can set down a def~nitive program for agriculture. 

I rather enjoyed the campaigning although it's a bit hard to get 

any real muscle .into it .. There hasn't been any clear-cut leadership 

from the White House,. and little personal inspiration. It surely 

would have been different if John F. Kennedy had been rurining. 

On the other hand, that may no:t be quite fair. President Johnson 

has, I think, been playing it very smart. He has kept the campaign on 

a high level. Some·of his public pronouncements have been outstanding. 

He has got Goldwater talking more and more shrilly and condemning and 

dealing in vindictiveness. From all indications Goldwater is gaining 

not at all, although he is apparently getting big and fanatic crowds. 
most of 

It's troublesome- because/the newspaper articles and·the people one talks 

with say not that they like Johnson but they are more than fearful of 

Goldwater, and there's good reason for that for his statements are 

certainly intemperate, radical and thoughtless. 

I wonder if the institutions of this country and the stability_ of 

our people would be strong enough to withstand this kind of leadership. 

He's voted.against virtually every piece of constructive legislation 

which has served to help people and to further the cooperation· of citizen 

and government at all levels. 



In any event, this is the point ·that Johnson has been making. 

But, h·appily, its been a bit more than the old Eisenhower 

Republican line that you never ·had it so good. There has been an 

additional element that that is, we've had this great prosperity, 

greatest .employment, greatest earnings, strengthened farm income, all 

of these, but instead of s_aying, "We've never had it so good," we're 

saying we never had such a great opportunity to build a "Great Society" 

as the President has call~d it. 

The President launched·the International Cooperation Year Pro­

clamation· signing with a lot of prominent people of international bent 

there. He came. in very late, apologized, and then deviated from his 

script to say that peace· is the overwhelming problem; we must ceaseless­

ly work for it with all ingenuity and flexibility. He then went on to 

say what a.world this could be by the year 2000 with all we know, and 

in an aside said that he-was going to have to stimulate his conunittees 

on heart and cancer, etc. , ·so perhaps everyone there could live to be 

a hundred to see what kind of a world it could be by the year 2~00. 

This came from the heart and it was one of those-evidences when.one 

feels that this man is a humanitarian. 

Goldwater is trying hard to put the conniver, political dealer 

label on him. I was worried about the Billie Sol Estes reports which 

came out this ·last week, but they have fallen flat so far. First 

there was a report they all signed, then a report that Curtis signed, 

then a report that Ervin and Muskie signed, and final.ly a separate 

McClellan report. My re~ponse to all.of this has been-to .say; the proof
1 

of the· pudding is in the eating. Este·s did not get one thin dime from 

the: Federal Government or the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

https://final.ly


He was unable to defraud us, although he did defraud and-had been 

convicted of defrauding priva,te connnercial finance companies. I then 

go on to say, we may not run the best operation in the world but in this 

~nstance at least we were apparently doing better than the private finance 

companies.· At that point I refuse to answer further questions, turning 

them to the report ridiculing the fact that it has five sections and 

suggesting to the reporters they read -it. 

Actually there has been little furor about it and I animore than a 

little relieved on that account. 

I have also been moving out now and hitting pretty hard on the war. 

and peace thing, which seems to be the toughest issue on Goldwater and 

certainly war and peace is the greatest issue. I have been quoting from 

a statement Goldwater made in an interview for the magazine Der Spiegel 

when he said he would go to the brink of war as American President, just 

as Germany had successfully gone to the brink of war, and then asking 

people if they·want the finger of the man who would make a statement like 

that on the button. 

I then go on to talk about what has been accomplished and about 
·, ' 

. agricultural improvements and, .of course, to hit hard on the fact of the 

Goldwater· "No Program Farm Program". 

October 10, 1964 - 12:10 a.m. 

We just finished about as interesting and useful an evening as I 

can remember. Mike Feldman came over for dinner~ I had a kinda distressing, 

one of those low days in the office_ today~ for we were scheduling ahead 

on the rest of the period before election and I was fussing and fretting 

about the places.· I was assigned. by the-_ National Committee. Many of them 

didn•t seem to me: to make much sense, and the amount; of planning and 

preparation is so often inadequate, but it all seems to be gung ho. 



The rest of the Cabinet members all seem to be out all the time, 

and even though I am trying to write a .book, to prepare the budget, 

to get ready for the next struggle, thinking.about what we might do 

about the Senatorship back home, in addition to some domestic things, 

yet I am going to be running around the country for the next three 

weeks. 

Just like yesterday when I flew out of here e.arly in the morning 

,as already recounted and wasted a lot of time. In any event, today, 

as we went over it, it was clear that some of the areas I wanted to 

go into that I thought we ought to be able to capitalize on the most, 

mainly the wheat areas, ·I wasn't being invited to or urged to come, 

mainly Kansas, the Dakotas, Colorado, the big wheat areas. This irks 

me no ··end. 

Because we made the minor adjustments in -the Wheat Program to drop 

support price and increase their certificates and to insist on greater 

participation for any land.retirement payments, the Farmers Union, the 

wheat people, those who ought to know better have been raising hell 

and still are. Actually this is not the real reason. Basically, 

think, and after discussing it in the office today, believe this is 

_the best appraisal~ the wheat program is a new program,' the low market 

price has everyone disturbed. The complier.is fairly.happy but still 

a little bit uncomfortable,_ and the .change upset him, and, of course, 

the noricomplier is furious. And then~ our sales program, where we have 

sold a great deal of wheat and the mar~et price has been fairly low, 

has got everyone disturbed, so I guess it's all: ..:more or less under­

standable. 

( 

I 
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But for a while today it almost had me down. I went over 

s·che_duling, and as I say pretty much agreed to go all over hell the 

next two weeks , al.though I don't know how much good I am doing. 

Then I spoke to the·g11oup of cooperative and Department people 

who gathered in the Department Auditorium as a part of our Cooperative 

Month observances. The Coop. movement is really happy with me now, 

and they ought to be. The Department is gung ho coops as never before. 

I have some reservation about some of these big coops that are primarily 

business-oriented and we've got to do something about that. I needled 

some of them today, although not as much as I should have, for my main 

pitch was the "Gre~t Society" and what coops can do _in. it to banish-. 

poverty ~nd generally build a Great Society. It went well, and much of 

the day was otherwise spent on what do we do about sugar now with no 

national legislation, how about cotton and the cotton grading below 

support price standards, especially now with the hurricanes and heavy 

rains that have affected so much of it. 

How about the wheat sales program, because Humphrey ca~led in today 

screaming about our- selling wheat and keeping the market price down, and 

what can we do about dairy to keep the price up for a while. 

I shook Dave Bell up quite a bit, the Director of AID, when r·called 

him and said he ought to make a political contribution of about $10 million, 

and he said what am I talking about, and I said, well, buy $10 million 

worth of cheese. We can't, but about 20,000 pounds of cheese purchased 

by Friday will hold the cheese price up and wiil hold the current price 

for manufactured milk at. the. 2_0¢ above the current ·supp.ort level, which 

has everybody reasonably_satisfied, while a drop now could cause a lot 

of discontent. He shook his head and said, we just do~ ,~t move that fa.st 

in the Aid Agency, but -promised to take a look. So we'll have .to see 



what we can do about thata 

But the main thing tonight was the conversation with Mike Feldman, 

who I picked up at the White House after a vigorous game of squash with 

Bob McNamara. I finaliy won 3 our of 4 games,. but I really did some 

hal:'d running. 

We then went to the dedication of the Newsweek new office which was 

quite a beautiful layout. A lot of people there whom I know by sight, 

again not as many as I should know by name; and then. we came out to 

dinner and had a most revealing conversation. 

Back at the time of the Democratic National Convention, early one 

morning as we headed for our hotel room, we ran into Mike and he said 

he wanted to talk. to me, that now that Humphrey had the nomination for 

Vice President, he wanted to help and he thought he could help if I 

wanted to be Senator. I didn't know what he meant. He repeated this 

a number of times since. So as a part of our current decision making 

effort Jane and I have been trying to get a chance to talk to him and 

so tonight he came over. 

We had a long talk which revolved around the Kennedy and Johnson 

techniques and the Senator proposal and proposition. When we explained 
. . 

to him the Minnesota political situation, how Humphrey fit.into it, 

Rolvaag's relative independence and intransigence and resistence to 

any ki_nd of advice,· it was clear that there really wasn' ~ much he could 

do about that. 

The most significant thing was his· general evaluation of Johnson 

which was basically as C9nnie put it, very impartial and fair one. In 

the first place- he did concur-in the ov~r-all·observation we have had 

from other parts that few people -talk up to·Johnson and_ give him much 

advice. 



He, Mike, apparently does. He, Mike, is one of the few in the 
/
\ 

White House who hasn't been shouted at and screamed at, as are the 

others. 

He went on to say that he might stay because he felt that someone 

who would talk up to the President was needed because he needed to hear 

more ideas other than his own. As~ matter of fact, he said one of the 

reasons that the President is high on Carl Rowan is they had a bitte.r 

fight during their trip around the world and subsequently Johnson con­

cluded that Rowan was all right after all if he would stand up to him·. 

Few of the current· s.taff do, and according to Mike, all of them intend 
'. 

to leave him afte·r the election. Moyer eyen has a letter to that effect, 

apparently, that he can go. Dungan is already designated as Ambassador 

t.o Chile. Valenti plans _to get out because his wife won't stand for 

much more of it. Mike verified wha~ I already know that most of the 

Cabinet is not very happy, and that's true of the administrative family 

as well because of the generally messy operation. 

Mike didn't defend. this. He did contrast it with Kennedy where he 

said that Kennedy delegated responsibility, expected results,_was alert, 

learned quickly and it worked well. 

For Johnson, he said, as I know everybody's in the act, and he 

assigns the same j_ob out to three people. He gave an example. A few 

days ago with the Gulf Oil Company, where apparently Johnson has some 

interest, political or economic, he didn't say; and that he, Mike, had 

had in one evening and one morning calls from Moyer, Valenti, and Jenkins 

about the same thing. This was typical. 

He did say the President was generally beloved by his staff because 

·) he went out of his way in all kinds of small ways to be very kind and 



very considerate. This called to mind som~ earlier COlllilJ.entshe had 

made about apparently some efforts that the President had made to 

give _some attention to him, and apparently to Jackie, and particularly­

to his wife, Jackie, which has gone a long way. 

He said in·some ways that he thought Johnson could do more with 

foreign_powers than even Kennedy, or in a different way. He gave an 

example of being in a swinnning pool with Johnson when he called Pier.son 

in Canada and asked for 7500 troops in Cyprus. Pierson said he would 

have to go to Parliament in order to get the authority, and Johnson 

said you don't you've got the authority to do it now. Please go do it, 

and Pierson did. 

Mike says he doubts very much if even Kennedy could have accomplished 

'that with Pierson. 

Mike repeated a number of times, quite firmly and strongly, that the 

President has ·a great deal of regard for me. He said he has confidence 

in my judgment and integrity and that he thought if I wanted to go to the 

Senate and if I wanted Johnson to help in it, it would take a good deal 

of persuasion because he would not want me to leave and he would most 

certainly want me to stay on as Secretary of Agriculture. 

That's reassuring. I told Mike that I had little feeling of rapport· 

with him, but Mike said that really few people did. That he talked to 

many people and that he hesitated to.make any decisions until he ·did. 

I told Mike that my budget on controllable items setting aside the 

connnodities for the moment would be about $500 million more, and I was 

very disturbed about this talk of $100 billion budget .. Mike says that 

he knew the President would be pushing strongly to keep the budget down. 

I said that I would be pushing strongly to perform the services and I\ 



would propose to_ talk very plainly to the President that there were 

a number of fallacies and it was time t_o start talking some horse 

sense, to wit, that we were 8,000 employees under a year ago in June, 

that: 2,000 of these were the product of Adminis•trative improvements, 

2;000 of them were the product of postponements, functions that ought 

to be performed, _2qooof them were the· fai ~ure to carry forward 

Congressional programs for which money was voted.and action mandated, 

and 2,000 of them were purely a numbers game. 

This means then that although we can c~nt.inue the numbers game, 

we've got to get back to 2,000, or we've got to cut back servlces. 

Further, we went on to say that it was time that we had a capital 

budget; it was also time that we quit fooling around with year-end 

figures and·started talking about an annual·man-year figures if we are 

to make any s~nse out of all this. 

Mike agreed, so when I asked him speci'fically what the President 

would do· if I put it to him this way, he said, "well, the President 

probably would.say he'd take it under adviseme~t. He then would talk to 

a number of people and -the answer .. would come back,· it.' s hard to tell how." 

He did indicate on this kind of thing on programs ·tried to the 

Great Society .concept that the ·President would- tend to be responsive,. 

although he agreed with me that I had ·the impress.ion that the President 

was very s~ncere when. you talked about anti-poverty and talked_ about it 

in Roosevelt terms of cutting down the ill-fed, ill-clothed, and ill­

housed, but that when you talked a~out the Great Society and what we could 

make of it, he was less certain. But then in all fairness, who is more· 

'· certain.\_ 



It all ended up with Mike saying really that he wasn't sure that 

we would enjoy the Senate, although it gave a good deal of independence. 

We need be responsive to no one except the people at large, and although 

frustrating when seniority came, the sense. of accomplishment grew, and 

that my ·position and prestige wc;mld help .in getting a larger sense of 

participation. On the other hand, the absence of the Executive function 

and the process of dec;sion making would be something to· be ,missed. 

On balance, so far as staying and carrying the fight forward~ :I'd 

say that I am really encouraged. . Fundamentally, Mike has painted a 
I 

better picture about Johnson than I really felt so far myself. The· fact 

that the technique and system is a p~rposeful one, that is a product of 

his experience, and that Mike thinks that it is not necessarily inferior 

to that, for example, followed by Kennedy, is encouraging. The fact that 

Mike h·imself, basically it· seems, plans to stay is encouraging. 

His very confident repeated assertion of the President's regard for 

me, which he said he had heard innumerable times privately, is en­

couraging~ 

His expression that the President consulted frequently w.ith Clinton 

Anderson about the commodity programs, and what we should do about them, 

is disturbing, but seemingly .we have the Preside~t on the line this week 

making very strong statements about agriculture and the results which 

would-flow from the "No Farm-Program" Goldwater program. It is en­

couraging and basically here, as Charley ·Murph~ has often said, 1 doubt 

if the· inexorable forces of economics _·and· politics are going to bring 

about much by way of changes. That course·may be pretty well set. To 

do anything but- carry. forward our program.would. be pretty much disastrous. 



Anyway, it was an enlightening and useful evening and when~ took( / 

Mike out to the car(he said to me, "Whatever you decide to _do, I'm in 

your corner." 

As I dictated earlier, I don't know what that is. I talked to Tom 

a bi_t abqut .his trip home over the weekend. He ·said that people at 

home are generally apathetic. Fritz Mondale is pretty much considered 

the favorite for the Senatorship because the poll showe·d him as the 

strongest political figure. 

On the other hand,- apparently those pe_ople. involved in the recount 

with Karl were urging.him to go on to the Senate, even though it meant 

Sandy Keith would be Governor. There doesn't seem to be anyone who has 

talked to, or who has· any particular influe-nce, on Karl. 

When the AFL-CIO met, the Steel Workers wanted to endorse Blatnik 

and the Machinists came up with the thought of endorsing me,_so they 

decided to set it aside and do nothing. 

Tom said he had a call from Bill Dodd of the UAW. There may be 

. more going on i,n Minnesota than w·e know about and he was going to check 

that out tonight. 

The question of the moment is, what should we do by way of a campaign. 

Should we try and talk to Karl. Should we wait until· after the election 

and try. and arrange for -?-.vacation together. - Should we leave it ·com-· 

pletely up to him. Should r· try and get some people to talk to him. 

Tom picked up some ·indication, not any very specific, that Mondale was 

more or less campaigning, which is his right.· I can't be irritated 

about that .. I just don't know, except I think I ought to ·do everything 

I -can do in order to get in a position to take •i.t if it's offered. 



( 
Although, talking with Mike tonight really made me feel that we 

ought to _carry on what we' re doing if the kind of Presidential support 

and the kind ·of loyalty to staff and. associates that he attributed to 

the President is really_true. • It_might be that a discussion with the 

President about this would be in.order. I've got·to give this some 

thought. Both the possibility of talking with the President and with 

Rolvaag.• 

I must go now. I'm anx·ious to check the newspapers and see what 

the President really said ab.out agriculture today in Iowa. Bill Wirtz 

has been more or less tapped fot a speech writing assignment and 

working with him and Moyer and_others we hope to get the President to 

come out very firmly, taking.the line-I take in my speeches that the 

"No Farm Program" Goldwater Pr_ogram would mean a 50 percent loss of 

farm income. The process of doing this and trying to get into those 

speec~es is like trying to . .-find one's .way through a Chinese maze. 

From. earlier radio reports it sounds like we've made it, but I've got 

to check.now to be sure. 

One thing I am disturbed about, Mike Feldman was, and also Averell 

Harrim?n, with whqm I talked, is the Bobby Kennedy_ campaign. I was in 

New York Monday,_spoke to ·the Women's Food Editors on Monday morning, 

at noon met with some Democrats there,· at Columbi_a in the afternoon and 

in _th~ evening to the World Trade Club. But I found a lack of organiza-. 

tion and of generai bad image_where.Bobby's concerned and this was 

confirmed by Harriman and by Mike Feldman . 

•Apparently Bobby's ·been ·trying to _get Mike to come up with ·him for 

·the balance of.the._campaign, peinting out'·that the President had it made 

and didn't need him and he, Bobby, did.. Well, as Mike said, that put 



( •• him in a heck of a spot because Bobby thot,ight he didn't want to come 

·when pe really did, but that he _was workin·g for the President and must 

~ct accordingly. That's what he will do. I did s·eem. to detect just 

a little lack of complete enthusiasm on· Mike'·s part where· Bobby's con­

cerned. 



__ 

...· ......,.,,,,. 

October 11, 1964. - 11:30 p.m. CST (1:30 a.m. Washington Time) 
Sioux .·city, Iowa 

• I'm on the campaign trail. again~ . I just landed a couple of hours 

ago here at·Siotix City, was met by a very enthusiastic crew of young, 

active Democrats campaigning for the Mayor here,·the Dean of Men at 

Morningside. Colleg~·, ·a young fellow by the name of Stan Gregg,_ mC?st. 

attractive, and to~orrow· I have a seven-stop itinerary beginning with 

a breakfast at 7:00, a press conference and- speech at the Stockyards, 

and then· flying all over the large ·district. 

I'm going to strike o:ut in the four states which border this area 

by way of comment .directing attention to anti-farm votes on feed-. grains 

a~d wheat and what they mean tomorro~; for Sioux City is in the corner 

of Iowa, South Dakota, and Nebraska and·Minnesota. 

I _spent the day t_o_day in Chicago. John Schnittker came out from 

Washington and we worked. on ~'the book".· In the process we further 

planned strategy in terms ~f legislat~on, relations with the Farm Bureau, 

seeking to maneuver Charlie Shuman into a meeting with some of his State 

Chairmen who are indicating in ·some of the Midwest States the willingness 

to combine a general acreage retirement program ·along with our wheat 

and feed grain programs~ If I could possibly ·do that, and get them to 

sit· still so they didn't resolute at their. early November Conventions," 

we might .have. a little flexibil~ty in trying to even get .the Farm Bureau 

in line.· 

I am also thinking ahead in terms of_ the wheat.growers, the Grange, 

the Farmers Union on their:Conventions, so they w~rr•t take· far-out 

(' . 

p~si.tfo~s on .the ievel of price ·supports· and payments and income, .so 



(· 
we will end up with unattai_nable goals when the time· c.omes to try and 

develop a program that we can pass through the Congress, let alone 

get by the Bureau of the Budget, t.he Council of Economic A4visers, and 

the President. 

Everyone is wildly enthusias·tic here about· the President's tre­

mendous r_eception in Des Moines this week. He • apparently was over-

. whelmed· with· a turnout that was tremendous. Goldwa1::er' s comi~g back in 

and apparently rearranging his plans because he ·knows he can't match it 

and is going ·to have some kind of. an airport meeting with farm advisers 

and among them, apparently the leaders;· the Governor from Wyoming. I'll 

•try· and play with that tomorrow for there's no Governor from· the Midwest. 

I • spoke Saturday night in Ottawa, Ohio. Actually it was a, nic~ 

meeting.· The driving force was the.Secretary of that County Committee, 

a fellow by _the name of George Schroeder, a very attrac·tive man. A· 

retfred insurance man by the name of Landers was. candidate for Congress. 

He has an outside possibility in Latta's District, but only outside, 

and I called Tom and .to_ld him to tell the National Committee that it 

didn't really make much sense to .send a Cabinet officer into a county 

meeting with about250 to 300 people. 

We. flew out from Washingt_on on Saturday, an hour layover in 

Chicago, by plane .fr•om Fort Wayne, by car- to Ottawa, a wild drive, and 

then -by car back to Toledo,· 70 more miles·. • Then early in the. morning 

into Chicago, where .. John Schnittker came in. 

I'm not sure what we will be doing with "the book" as it were. I 

didn't get a chance to work on the opening, autobiographical, Gh'.!'onological 

chapter, setting down what-happened to carry us where we are. We did 

make some progress though thinking_ it through. 



The opening chapter is a good one ·in setting down what American 

agriculture has ·done and what it has con~tibuted to the Nation and 

what its challenges -are. 

The Connnodity Section we can shape ~pin _positive terms in rela­

tion to the next legislative program. T~is, ·of course,. overlaps the 

work _going .forward constantly on the Budget and ·also on manpower 

ceilings. 

In discussion today we both reached a conclusion which has been 

·obviou_s, but unspoken, that· al though . we had lost the mandatory pro-
J 

grams, that· the ·voluntary programs., even though dollar-wise. more 

expensive, we ought to emphasize this as a worthwhile investment in 

rel~tion to what' Am~rica .gets fr·om its agriculture and in the voluntary 

programs with wheat and feed· grains related on a pr.ice basis one to . 

another in terms of feed value and both. in step with international 

prices, so we need not subsidize exports strengthening our position, 

political and economic.,..wise. In trade· around the world, we are in a 

stronger position._ Also, in effect, we are· freeing up the forces of 

adjustment in _the market place to permit the maximum by way of the 

operation of the private _economy. in b:dngir,ig about the adjustments we 

kn~w·are taking place and giving the market its maximum function and 

private activity th_e maximum· area in which .to operate .in bringing out 

the final result. This is a pretty crucial question, and· I think we 

can shape it around fn a positive way. 

I am a little nervo~s because the President apparently in Des 

Moines and in Ohio talked about produc~ng for use, greater markets,. 

·rather than .res tr'icting production~ I am sure· this. is Humphrey's. 

influence·; it goes back to. the desire of the: farmer to. produce· rather 



than to cut back and control production. But it is worrisome because . 

• he may al'so be responding to what I unde:rst;:and are· communications from 

Clint Anderson, with whom he.consults. 

I. think I've dictated before the meeti.ng of last week, or rather 

social evening, when Mike Feldman came out to the house for dinner and 

Jane. and :i:.had a long talk with -him. In ·case I forgo~, it was interesting 

to ·get .his appraisal of the difference between the Kennedy-Johnson 

methods, b~~ yet to sense his loyalty-to President Johnson and also his 

very rational detached evaluation of .the two methods.of operating. In 

any event, -he indicated strong confidence and-support on the part of 

President Johnson which is reassuring. He also indicated that Humphrey 

might have a·very prominent part.in the agricultural field, that the 

President might turn. this -over to him. That'll be interesting, if it 

happens, for Humphrey has· come strongly q.nde.r the influence of the free 

market boys as a part of building his political ba~e, but he is intelli­

gent and· fair-minded and I think when he had to face Executive decisions 

would qe .responsible as a Vice ·President could be and I really feel quite 

confident that he would be a·source of real strength . 

.I took· assurance from·the overwhelming conclusion and support that 

we must have commodity programs -and the studies stating what would happen 

if we didn't have them in terms of a break in farm income. This is a 

theme I'm hannnering_now ·in the campaig~ and in effect we're doing what 

has already been done w~ere Goldwater's concerned by putting, and quite 

properly,·the shoot from the hip label· of irresponsibility in foreign 

affairs. By the. sam~ token ·:this shoot from the hip- label of irr~sponsi-

bility in domestic arid agriculturai affairs. 

https://methods.of
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I•ll pound away tomorrow on the wheat program, hring in exports 

and his °".7'0te against the Trade Expansion Act and·generally.mold this 

around. in terms of Government, local·· and private, cooperation to the 

mutual benefit·of alf conc~rned. 

In th~ meantime I stump and it will be Iowa, six meetings tomorrow, 
. . 

two the following and.into.Washington late that night, then on to the 

South and Carolinas ·with half ·a day in.the office. I'm trying to stay 

on top of budget, ·personnel. ceilings, programs, study task . forces, the 

book as either a working paper to try and shape.our internal program 

development or·hopefully a real'book that can do both, influence internal 

program development and set a nq~.or ·standard'for agricultural discussions. 

The area in the book.that is disturbing and far from what it ought 

to be is that deaiing with rural development with.recreation, with the 

interaction between communities that are growing to become urban, smaller 

communities that are feeding them with people, and from whom ½hey. are 

getting sustenance by· way of ...interaction in terms. of·. re_creatic;m, such 

as hunting, and water sports; and picnicing and ·cainping and. all :the rest. 

Thi·s is going on and, our th¢oretical economists don't. really pay 

much attention to it. It surely.hasn't come through yet in this section 

of the book on Rural Area Development the way I think it should. Actually 

the centralization. of industry, development of recreation, resulting 

commercial activities combined with the expansion of the community base 

by way of education, community facilities of water and other hospital, 

med~cal and other kinds of facilities all interact o~e upon the other 

and there is a realignment taking place here which we ought to ~ry and 

shape so that instead of having concentrated urban areas the real posi-

tive benefits, in terms of living as ·well as economics, about ·having 



developing rural areas with more and more people actually developing 

around such more rural rather than megalopolis urban concentrations. 

All of this involving conservation and natural resource use. Education 

is an essential. Also, multi-county and even mult~-state res·ource 

and economic planning, each interacting on the other. This is taking 

place. The professionals really aren't expressing it. We haven't 

really captured it in terms o~ Rural Renaissance .or Rural Recapitaliza­

tion the way we should and I find this very worrisome. Anyway, it all 

goes on and ·at every front. 

At home, Mike plays football and I ·don't get quite enough time to 

work and even talk with him about it. I must do that on a very con­

centrated basis even though I am only home a day next week. 

With Connie doing well, and apparently enjoying American University, 

and at the moment no problems. 

Jane's off to California. She was down in Georgia last·week. A bit 

tired, has a bad cold, but basically enjoying it. 

I think we are all doing all right. 

Friday n'ight we· took the Rolvaags out to dinner. He was in town on 

a Leif Ericson promotion. On the way out to the airport we _got into the 

Senatorial question and I asked him, after he opened it by saying kiddingly 

to Florence did she want to live in Washington, by saying was he getting 

great pressure from Blatnik. He said no, that Blatnik was having people 

call him, but most of them said they were just saying it because Blatnik 

had asked. They are really for •• Mondale. He went on to say· that it was 

going to. be a very tough decision; . that in Washington some people had 

said that Blatnik had pretty well given up, but would like to have it 

offered- .but he'd hate to take the chance of of:ering it. I agreed with 



that saying I thought Blatnik would definitely like i~ and recalling 

that he had said ·to me in 1958, how disappointed he was that it wasn't 

even offered to him, 'and. was somewhat taken aback when. my response was, 

"well, I'm· Governor, no one·offered it to me". Karl then said to me, 

"are you interested.". I told him:very quietly an~ calmly that I was. 

That I felt that one couldn't be Secretary of Agriculture forever and 

I had .about come to a branch of the road and I had to decide whether~ 

was going to stay in public life or not. 

Actually this is a bit of an overstatement. As I look at what. 

needs to be done, to try and measure the good and the influence that .I 

might have, take satisfaction. from what we hav~· accomplished and 

stimulate what could be done with the. know-how I have now, -and assuming 

Presidential support, think through the programs in process, the 

tremendous Rural Development which· we· can influence, ·the question of 

trade·, the question of technical assistance and the brewing fight with 

Jamie Whitten who is taking his Subconnnittee on Appropriations down to 

Latin America looking, I am sure, for every possible example of where 

our technical assistance has created competition for our own agricultural 

production so that he can try and stop it. I am not sure whether he 

believes this or he is building a political issue, but it is going to 

be touchy and· I don't think he.will try and force me to a show-down 

but I am prepar~d if he should, but I- wonder how a new Secretary would 

make out on that one. 

Then, theres food and food use and the realization that we've got 

to shape our food program more effectiv~ly iri the.,·international sphere 

and then there's the whole question of recognition·by the _American 

people of what agriculture has done for them and what they should do to· 



( 
protect and continue it, vis-a-vis, a realistic appraisal of commodity 

programs, and the breakdown between the realistic programs of commercial 

agriculture and one for those smaller marginal operations which cannot 

hope· to continue at least in terms of a decent standard of living and 

which lead us again into the poverty·program and even more than that 

into the whole concept of building Rural America as a part of the Great 

Society. All of these things interlace, one to another, and I feel that 

as Secretary of Agriculture I can have possibly a decisive influence on 

ma.IJ,yof them in the years ahead. On the ·other hand It .could be that a 

new face~ -a-.::.newpersonality witho~t some of the. antagonisms and with 

some of the leeway that a new personality always gets, could do it even 

better. I suppose that depends on who it is. 

Anuway, I would say from the_ conversation with Karl that he knows 

that I want it, or at least he thinks I do, that he, therefore, will 

make this decision with this in mind. At least I have commanded a central 

position on it in his thinking. 

That same day that we had him to dinner we lunched with Eugenie 

Anderson and discussed it with her and she will review it with him, too. 

I talked with Tom and I think we both agree that the best approach 

is to say that·Rolvaag being in political tr.ouble himself in terms of 

reele.ction ought to have the strongest ·ticket, and the strongest ticket 

to accomplish unity in_the party, to bring the current conflicting forces 

together and present the strongest possible team would be.if I should be 

a Candidate for Senate with Mondale on the ticket. for Attorney General. 

I expect it could be argued that Mondale as a Candidate· for Senator, 

clearly the most popular figure as the Minnesota polls showed which found 

21 percent for Mondale and.13 percent for me, would be a strong assist 

to the Governor. Well, he'll hve to decide that. 



If he does, we'll carry on with our program assuming always 

Presidential support. In this connection in the discussion on manpower 

ceili~gs, budget, in the preparation ot the book, in staying on top of 

the task forces, both the Presidentially established Task Force on 

future agricultural policy and that set up by the National Agricultural 

Advisory Connniss_ion, we· need to be sure that they. are thorough, .thought­

ful, meaningful studies which will explore all possibilities but which 

will not get off on blind alleys which then create insuperable problems 

in this extr~mely touchy and difficult area. 

Anyway that's the prospectus - campaigning, trying to prevent the 

National Committee from wasting my time~ trying to write a book that 

will educate the public, the Congress and the Administration, trying to 

shape the programs, budget, personnel for the next year, and trying to· 

get into a position where some alternatives where we are· concerned will be 

open so we can make decisions in terms of what we want to and should do 

and take advantage of opportunities that may not come again. 

All in al 1, it's· sure enough a hectic fall. 

Well, ·I better turn in now, it's 12:00 midnight. 6:30 comes quick. 

Tomorrow will be a challenging, exciting and, I hope, useful day, and I can 

help bring some liberal, intelligent fellows to Congress to shape agri­

cultural policy in the days ahead. 

I must say as an afterthought, before I roll in, that in going over 

that Chapter two with Schnittker today, I was quite amazed at how the 

professional economists and the professionals within this Department 

hold back. This is an obvious field of great movement __and attention. 

Changes are taking place. Very real forces of interaction between city 

arid country and resource us:e are multi plying and spawning· and moving 



out in every direction and yet the professionals adhere to the 

established, are fearful about _anything which hasn't been. done, and 

here someone like me, as unprofessional as he can be, really a poli­

tician with some sense of fcr;ces and perhaps ·a little intellectual 

curiosity sees, senses and feels, and ·pu~ls together forces in a way 

that people who are professional seem somehow to miss. Maybe that's 

the reason the system works. Maybe that's why politicians and the 

process that produces them are what makes the country great. Who 

knows. 

Anyway, I am disturbed because this hasn't gone along the way it 

should have, and all the forces which are in process, including the 

new relationship between units of Government somehow aren't being 

articulated, understood, reviewed and the possibilities from them 

reacted to quickly and adequately enough to discard those that fail 

and use-those that show promise. I've just got to dig into this 

section more and get it really moving. 



October 16, 1964 - 12:15 a.m. at home 

I just flew in tonight about 10:00, left the airport promptly, 

came home. Connie and Mike were here. Jane's in California on a· 

campaign tour·. I brought a load of. paper along that had accumulated 

at the office,. worked as usual on the way from the airport but took 

a couple of hours out to visit with Mike and Connie. 

Mike is frustrated and concerned. He's worried about his chemistry. 

He tells me he has a very difficult time getting good examination grades 

even when he knows the subject. We discussed it somewhat and he was a 

bit argumentative when I pointed out I couldn't understand how you could 

have trouble getting a good exam grade if he really knew his topic, un-· 

less he had some kind of emotional block. I think he does have a bit 

of a psychological problem of tensing up, but he seems fairly confident 

in his other studies. 

He is working hard on football, taking somewhat of a beating, not 

doing too well, but at least getting some action and I think really en­

joying it. He really seems to be trying hard, although he is at·kind of 

an irascible period and around·home at least is not very responsible in 

carrying forward some of his chores. 

I do need to spend more time .with him now, and some how or other • 

I simply am going to do that. He's about grown up and gone the way.it 

is. 



Connie's adjustment to American University seems splendid. 

She ·says she is enjoying her classes for the first. t,ime in her 

school life and is really stimulated by it all .. That is most en­

couraging. 

The campaign trip was an interesting and a really kinda fun· 

one. I started out in Sioux City,· flying out from Chicago .. The 

morning speech was a bit drab at the Stockyards~ A cold, dreary 

day, and not a very stimulating atmosphere. The crowd was only fair, 

the physical circumstances_ of the mike and podium were difficult, 

but I ro~red and the part I saw later on television really looked 

pretty good. We then jumped around to six different places in North­

western Iowa ending up at Spencer, Iowa, with a cocktail fund-

raising reception~ a dinner for the faithful and a rally later on. 

All three were really quite successful. 

Mayor Stanley Gregg a young mayor of Sioux City is very attractive, 

speaks well, personable, hard-working, has attracted quite a group of 

seemingly effective young fellows and· I think he's got a good campaign 

going. It was like being·back on the stump again working over material, 

getting the feel of crowds and I really felt that I made an impact. 

Where Gregg is concerned, I laid it on the line that we needed 

from Iowa some help in the Congress. We couldn't depend on city 

Congressmen forever. I really· let Goldwater have it and the Republicans 

on their on their anti~farm, particularly feed grain, votes, and then 

on the.war and peace issue, speaking about whose finger is on the 

button and quoting from 'Goldwater's Der Spiegel article when he 

responded to.the question if he would go to the brink of war as 

Prestdent, that. he would for that had been successful in .Germany .. 



I would then state that the mere fact that a man a candidate for 

President could make such a statement disqualifi.ed him, with proper 

embellishments. This neve~ failed to bring rapt attention and 

obviously to leave real concern. 

Both Gregg and I spoke at .great .length on Monday night and it 

was a lot of fun. It was one of those times when there was a good 

crowd; they are friendly and responsive, you' re getting good audience· 

response, the stories are clicking, and things generally seem to roll. 

After the meeting we gathered in my room for a little while and 

they were all really quite appreciative and it was interesting to 

visit with them .and I felt quite satisfied if I helped,·for I think 

this young fellow is the kind of man we need in Congress. 

I could say the same for today. I spent the first part of the 

day with Gregg again and we got up in the air. and then weren't able 

to get down, so we missed one meeting, made a television broadcast at 

Fe.rt Dodge, did get to the second meeting after having to land and 

wait until fog burned off, then we flew half way across the State and 

spoke to a Corn Picking Contest as a part of .the Democratic. team in­

cluding Governor Hughes and John Culver, again a most attractive young 

candidate who I spoke for earlier at Cedar Rapids. He also is most 

attractive, driving hard, has attracted a lot of good young people. 

Iowa actually looks very good ... There is a lot of enthusiasm. 

The President's visit there was apparently a smashing success. They 

were certainly·excited about it and Goldwater was coming back in and 

then he w_as going into Ames and then not .going into Ames, and it was 

on again· and off again until he sounded perfectly ridi·culous. 

https://disqualifi.ed


Apparently, today, also, a group of Republicans worried about 

farm. prices and his position on the farm program gathered to meet. 

him in the airport at Des Moines and implore him to take a more con­

structive posture and he apparently refused, telling them that he 

had already said what they wanted him to say, so it wasn't necessary 

to_ .say it again .. Whereupon I got on the phone to our little radio 

system, called back to the Rural Americans for Johnson-Humphrey, 

recorded a statement stating that a group of more reasonable Republicans 

had tried to bring Goldwater back from the 18th Century and up-date him 

.to the world_ of today, but he was still against support programs, 

against REA, against Social Security, against the tax cut, that their 

vaunted summit conference had· produced exactly nothing. 

Th~y had a tremendous crowd at the corn-picking contest; the first 

real crowd of farmers ·I've spoken to for a long time. There must have 

been 5 to 6,000. They were almost as far as the eye could see. They 

stood quietly and were most attentive and responsive to my speaking, 

while the three of us spoke for an entire hour. Culver himself spoke 

for a half hour just pouring it on. I am sure ten years ago or per­

haps fifteen that was my style. I do enough of that now but I have 

learned a bit. He didn't really have audience contact because·he was 

so eager and he was· trying so hard and he was .pouring ·it on so heavy. that 

there wasn't anytime and he almost overwhelmed them with his vehemence. 

Yet his sincerity came through loud and clear and he was most attractive.· 

Hughes makes a fair speech but really nothing very dramatic, but 

he's a most popular Governor and a very impressive person. 
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( I've done better on this trip, but it was· a reasonable_ per­

fonnance, and Hughes, who doesn't-say-much, seemed· quite impressed 

and said he -thought I had done a real service and ~ade a real impact. 

Anyhow we raced from there after a q~ick press· conference to a 

chartered_ plane and got to the O'Hare Airport having a dickens_ of a 

time finding our airplane and as we finally- reached the terminal '.]!he 

engines were already going on the electra headed for Washington, but 

they stopped them, let down the gangway·, and we ran from our plane to 

get onto the plane that brought us back to Washington. 

Then here to the desk and .now I've just- plowed through the mail, 

got things into piles, quickly reviewed the.speeches for tomorrow and 

the next day. ~n North Carolina, checked them and the schedule with Rod, 

set up an 8:15 a.m. meeting in the office and now .at 12:30 a.m., I 

think I'll roll in for tomorrow will be another long day of campaigning 

and I feel just a bit tire.d and just a bit frustrated. Hope Janes 

having a good day. I'll try and call her tomorrow. 

I've really been pouring it on in connection with the Farm Program. 

Goldwater fired ba-ck attacking me today, so we must have stung him. 

I'm a little .worried that the President is holding back a little 

bit on his farm statements 
. 

although 
. 

he seems to have said about what 

I recommended. 

Humphrey, of course, has. The GTA Letter and Digest picked up 

all this bunk he has about a blue ribbon committee and a new· day in 

agriculture and new programs or else we'll end up with nothing but big 

corporation farms. A totally unrealistic and ridiculous position, 

but it's- good politics.
( 
\-



Humphrey condnues to suc·cessfully cultivate Thatcher, but I 

guess he pays a price for it.. He has been running to the White 

House complaining about certain ~hings which is perhaps understandable, 

for he.figures I'm gone and that is the place he'll ·get the best action 

and where he ·ought to work through now anyhow ins.tead of directly with 

the Department. We'll have to see how it will be should the President, 

as Thatcher and -others indicate, delegate to him responsibilities for 

agriculture. I'm not quite sure how that would work. 



( October 18, 1964, Kansas City, Missouri, Holiday Inn -- 12:00 midnight. 

We've just completed anC?ther .day of ha.rd campaigning, this time in Missouri. 

I came.in from North carolina by way of Washington into Joplin, Missouri, and 

the-- .Seventh Congressional District with an attractive Congressional. Candidat.e 

a very sincere and likeable man, a bit younger than myself, by the name of 

Jim Thomas. He's in a tough Congressional District. Some dissention, has 

run.once before, but is a deeply religious man of high conviction, obviously 

hard worker, with an attractive wife,. and seemingly something of a head esteem. 

It was kind of a tough day because .I was really very tired. Yesterday 

in North Carolina and the day before proved to be quite exhausting. I went 

, to the office on Wednesday after staying up until about 1:30 trying to catch 

up on office work.. I had a long talk with Mike earlier in the evening about 

his school· work and then worried, I think I ought to spend more time with him. 

I wish I could be available next Tuesday to go to :pa.rents' night, but I' 11 

have to talk with him about it tomorrow. Anyway when I got to the office 'it 

was a matter of one decision after another. I talked with Charlie about sugar. 

That hasn't crystallized yet . Then there was the question of wheat and Inter­

national pricing, and then there was the matter of what we should do about 

selling hard red spring wheat· in light of protests at the volume selling and 

·its effect on price in the narketplace. Then there was the question of what 

kind of operating relationships we should have with the new poverty agency 

and the degree of delegation and how the regulations would read. Here I took 

a very hard position for I think it very important that we operate these programs 

on a broad delegation for I clearly testified and I think it was ~derstood 

in the Executive Branch in Congress that at least where Title III ·is·concerned 

. \ Shriver's operation would be primarily a staff one and we would be .operating.
\_ ) 



I think this is important particularly in light. of the mess that affairs 

got. into when.the ICA and then AID became·an operating agency rather than 

a -.planning, coordinating and in· l§lBf.ect staffing operation. After 4 years I 

.have in.effect reversed-that. I suppose I shouldn't say I have, but I really 

think I played an important part in the current trend ci>:ficontracting and 

using operating agencies instead of the AID agency. Anyway I .called Mike 

Feldman about this so he would be alerted that I felt strongly, and also about 

, the fact that apparently Luther Hodges is in effect dismantling ·ARA because . 

the appropriation was not extended. Mike ijaid'there was no decision by the 

President on this, that this ought not to be -done, and promised to look into 

it. Were involved because ·some 70· or so people working in Rural America are 

financed through that program and there are still funds for that even though 

some of the.connmmity facility and particular]¥ the loan funds for industry 

are no longer available. 

Anyway, it was that kind of a day with one decision after another. 

I did manage to w0rk in a -squash· game~ Got a quick Hair -cut and then flew 

down to Greenville, North Carolina,~ way of Raleigh, changing to_a private 

plane there. I flew over a flood area at Goldsboro and at Kinston and then we 

a.r·ove by car to Windsor, North Carolina, where they had one of the Co!lgressional 

Rallies which I held each election year in every Congressional District_ 

with all the state Candidates there as well as the· Congressional man who 

sponsors it. In this ease it was ·Herbert Bonner who himself is very strong, 

but wanted me there· to try and help out the National ticket . There was a good 

deal of speech making and then I poured it on, really going after ,Goldwater 

quite sharply particularly on agriculture and I think ·got~ good response 

although I was tired and not as sharp as I would have liked to have been .. -.There 
(

"-~--- were some 2,000 people there, following the speech a barbecue was had, all paid 



by.Herbert Bonner, and after the usual handshaking and maneuvering around 

we.returned to Greensville where I appeared on a 15-minute television show 

which was taped and replayed in the morning, and got in some pretty good 

licks once again on agriculture, and what income effects the Goldwater no 

farm program farm program as. I call it would have. 

Cooley's staff' fellow picked us up .there and we drove for an hour to his 

home. in. Nashville, North Carolina. . He's got a lovely .home. and was waiting f'or 

us,, his wife just back from the hospital and as goof'ey as ever. We visited 

there and tried to get the schedule organized .. Cooley had more to drink than 

he. should have and there was quite a hassle about how we -would get to the 

state Fa!r the next day, and it dragged on until it was close to 2:00 o'clock 

before I got in bed. I slept pretty· well. We were up the next morning by 

a f'ew. minutes after 7:00 and I went down. The television was on and the 

announcement was ma.de that Walter Jenkins had resigned -- that he had been 

picked up and had forfeited bail for disorderly conduct, to wit a perversion 

charge. Apparently he had done the same back in 1959 --. what a bombshell this 

was. He was in the hospital, committed there by his doct·or due to emotional 

and physical exhaustion. No wonder. The poor fellow has been driven, and 

. driven, and driven. • His wife had told Jane that she cooked and brought his 

dinner down to him and sat while he ate it so at least he would be spared that 

much during the day. 

Today in SF-ingfield, Missouri, I was interviewed by. the FBI and I didn't • 

realize why they went· into so much detail about October 7 until I noted the 

date tonight reading the paper after we returned to Kansas City. It was on 

·October 7 that Mike Feldman had dinner with us and previous to that when I 

went to the White House to pick him up he asked if Walter Jenkins could have 

a ride with· me over to the reception at the Newsweek office. I told them, and. 



I .r.emember quite. distinctly Walter saying his wife would pick him up there 

so .we need not worry about his further transportation. He seemed perfectly 

o.k., relaxed and there didn't seem to be any tension or special problem. 

She mu.st not have been . there, the paper tonight said he had had a good deal 

to drink.there which is possible and if' he has any inclinations of perversion 

and was completely exhausted he might well have gotten a few drinks and 

apparently went back to the YMCAmen's room which is a hangout for that kind 

of thing and repeated the offense of some years ago. The report from Tom was 

that the President initially refused to believe it. The matter is now in the· 

hands of the F.BI, and of course it has crsated a tremendous furor. I was 

ju.st heartsick. all day in North carolina. 

We moved out and went to three tobacco warehouses where Cooley presented 

me.and I-talked about tobacco and what the program had meant and the threat 

of no program. We then flew to Kinston with L. H. Fountain which was a very 

Civil Rights conscious pro-Goldwater area. Fountain had cautioned me to not 

·mention Goldwater and to be pretty gentle but to concentrate on the farm program 

and 'What it's absence would mean. ·we landed and drove into town and-people 

1-iere · €P,thered around the Courthouse which had a broad a~proach with steps and 

. a lawn. There was a podium and a mike set up at , the Courthouse entrance. 

.went around and shook hands with people and they ~ere quite reserved and not 

very cordial. Fountain gave me a nice introduction and I proceeded to move into. 

the whole subject rather gently and then to move a little h~der and a little 

harder and I ended up quoting Gol9-W8-ter and going after.him directly for his 

no farm program approach and pointing out what it meant •. They took it extremely 

well and were very friendly at the conclusion. l1iJauntain and Co.oley seemed· 

I 



very pleased and the ·1ocal people said this was a real contribution, that 

( I had .changed minds and smoked a number of' people out of the bushes. I 

hope. they're right. 

We. then flew to the Fa_ir at Raleigh which was a waste of time. We 

prowled around there for about half an hour .. Cooley had been insistent 

about this., aI?,d so we did it . It's • an example of the things that one used . 

to. do, which were the things to do, and I'm a bit concerned that he hasn't· 

adjusted to modern cam_paigning., hasn't really had to· campaign. He has a 

bright.and alert well-finanee.d youngbusiness:µan who may head him into some 

trouble. Anyway after half· anhour at the Fair we flew back to Rocky. M:>~t., 

dr0ve to Nashville., his home town. He had had a lot of folks in for lunch 

. but, we were too late for that . I got on the 'phone talking to Tom· because 

they were trying to route me into New York for three Saturday appearances at 

Buffalo and Rochester substituting for Celebrezze who was ill .. I protest~d 

strongly, saying to Tom I -was pretty tired and really couldn't takeo1,1 too much 
I • 

more, but that if it was essential we'd do out best and that he should prepare 

materials to try and help Bobby Kennedy in every way p~ssible emphasizing my 

change ,of·heart where Bob's concerned after working with him on the Cabinet 

and trying· to get after Keating in any way possible but certa :inly to go after 

him on the farm issue. I was worried ·about it because we.'d be in dairy area 

without dealing with the dairy audience which could create :problems.and do more 

ha~ than good. 

I then crammed my mouth full and ran to a waiting car and we rode down· 

the tiny ma.in street to a reviewing stand and then watched what by Minnesota 

standards would be a very mediocre parade and then ·I $9-Ve a speech. Cooley's 

friends listened and everybody else ieft and I doubt it did accomplis~ very 

much. We then drove to Raleigh where I ·had a press conference and, had dinner 

alone in the room and lay down for j.lst a few minutes, then we were off to the 



auditorium which did have 2,000 people at the Cooley appreciation dinner and 

I was.able to conscientiously again lay it on the line on agriculture and 

point .out. Cooley's ...importar_ice to tobacco and to agriculture which is true . 

. I don't 1m:owif' that Committee could function with Bob Poage as Chairman. 
. . 

Cooley with.all h~s f'~~+ts, his lateness,_ his seemingly irresponsibility, 

his subjection -to spectal interest pressures·, nonetheless has a strong hand 

on that Committee and when he wants to move he can move it, so I could in good 

conscience c~ll him an Agricultural statesman. Actually, he does have the 

right~_.polici,es and is quite vigorous on most of them. As I s_~id to the boys, 

I said ..all da.y that he was effective and important, I di~'t say that he was • 

honorable._ I guess I really don't know how dishonorable he is, but by any kind 

of strict ethical standards of special interest influenee I'm afraid he isn't 

any,paragon at virtue. Airyway I made my speech and quickly left in a rain 

storm, driving rapidly to the airport where we almost got caught but managed 

to get out an hour late. 

We got into Washington al;>o"Q.tan hour late and caught a cab to the office. 

Jane came in a f'ew minutes.later, TholII!)son having gone over to pick her up. 

She returning f'rom a speaking trip to California. 

I called Tom. It was then about 1:00 o''fllock and he had me pretty well 

booked for New York although he had been trying to hold it off. I'm afraid I 

·gave him a bad time. I was terribly tired. I felt I shouldn't have gotten 

into the position of' their knowing of myavailability. I didn't want to say 

no and to be unwilling to substitute. I didn't want to go and I knew I was 

tired. He said he couldn't make that judgment and he had ma.de it flexible ~d 

he really pleaded with me not to hold him responsible because he couldn't really 

Im.owhow important it -was. He said he'd tell them that I couldn't do it if 

I said so, but I told him I'd think about it and then I called him back a 



little . later and told him I'd go . I then tried to find some speech material, 

called Rod Leonard's house-and he was at Tom's, and I found out today they 

were having a party at Tom's.- This really irritated me for here they were, and 

here -I was up in the· air as to what to do in connection with material and ·the 

rest,. and neither of them even met me at the airport so we could sit down and 

.tigure exactly what decision we ou~t to make. Anyway, that's where it ended 

.and. I finally left the Department at l: 30 . 

.Connie was up when we got home and we visited with her a while and Jane 

·and I didn't get to bed until 3:00. I was up at 6:30, drank a cup. of coffee···_ 

and we raced for the Baltimore airport, barely making the plane. I was a bit 

embarrassed when the Passenger Agent described me as "Delay·the Plane 

Secretary Freeman". We. flew into Kansas City, transferred to a private plane 

and landed at Joplin, Missouri o The man who accompanied us in the plane 

pointed out that we were going into basically a mining and industrial area 

and the Congressional candidate didn't have a chanee anyway. Well he proved 

not to be completely accurate on that. The Congressional candidate was attractive, 

the day was rather well organized, I was cranky and tired, but we carried it 

through I think fairly well. It opened with a press conference, with mostly 

local press at the motel. We then went to the Junior College where I spoke to 

about 500. students. I really didn't know what to say. It was my first student 

appearance in this campaign. and until I got on my feet I wasn't sure how I'd 

approach it. I gave them kind of a background lecture about Government and 

Government participation and then stated that they were fortunate to participate 

in a campaign which drew the line so clearly between two di~erent philosophieE? 

.and then I contrasted the votes of Goldvater and Johnson and the issues of 

using Government or minimizing Government. I then welqomed some questions. and 

. most of them were about Walter Jenkins. I answered here. as I did later ·in a 

press conference at Springfield that I felt certain that the American people 



would. feel sympathy for Walter Jenkins and his family. That he was over­

worked- and. ill and if-anyone tried to.make.a political issue out of this 

it. would fly back at them for the . .Americ~n . people were more fair. A number 

of .. p.eople. asked me about it today and· I don't know what to think. Goldwater 

is on. a high plane saying .that he will not discuss it, but he is talldng about 

big scandals in the White House and then saying he.really means Bobby Baker. 

He' s ..-using. every innuendo. Dean Birch, ·the Republican Chairman, is dema.nding 

more details and accusing the President of covering up or of being lax and the 

reason for this allegedly is the National Security implications because of 

Jenkins' access to security information and his possibility of blackmail through 

the route of his having participated in perverted acts . Goodness only knows 

what effect it 'W'ill Qe mean -- the whole Republican campaign has been 

basically one of' trying to attack morality in Government, contending there is 

none in the White House, attacking Johnson for gaining a fortune through. his 

radio and television holdings which are Government regulated, and of course 

hannn.ering again and again and again at the Bobby Baker case. They haul Billie 

Sol Estes in by the heels but that's pretty dead and doesn't seem to be mu~h 

of an issue. ~is of course sets the aura even more in question. Nixon said 

today that Johnson's two closest associates in Government to wit Bobby Baker 

and Walter Jenkins both turned out to be bad apples and this could be the con­

clusion many people will reach. On the other hand if the Republicans push it 

too_ hard it could certainly kick back on them. Anyway, after the college 

speech we had a luncheon and I spoke there and not very well. Then we went to 

the stockyards and this was kind of a tough. one. An auction was under way. 

I climbed into the auctioneer's booth, they handed me a . mic_rophone ,· there 

were a lot- of _farmers and their wives sitting with their usual reserve and 

( imperturbability and I took off. I was mt very spontaneous, too tired to really 



be very clever and did not I thought reach them very well although everyone 

( seemed to be delighted and I· must say afterward they seemed quite friendly. 

I shook hands around, went to a television station ~or a b_rief news show and 

a couple of spots and then tq. the airJ;>ort, and then we f'le'W to Springfield 

for. a dinner meeting that night. 

At Springfield I was interviewed by the .FBI. Held a press conference 

that went off. reasonably well and then actually did have a bit to eat, a drink, • 

and slept for about half an hour•. This did enormo~s things for me and I felt 

refreshed .and I felt much better. - Went to a reception and shook hands with 

everyone ~d made, I think, about as good a speech tonight as I've made during 

the._campaign. My timing was. good, I worked Gol~ter over on a basis that was 

humorous but cutting, built up our· accomplishments -and set down the challenge 

from now until ~tmp: day. I spoke for almost an hour and I think it was about 

as good a job .as I've done for quite a l!hile. The material was the same, but 

I had re~ranged and reworked the approach which made a great deal of' difference. 

Somehow or other after I've used material two or three times, I've got to 

• freshen it up at least in terms of the approach or it goes dead on me. 

We went right from that speech to the airplane and_in here to the motel 

whe_reJim and I visited a ·bit, Jim Thornton who is traveling with me and doing 

very well in ·looking after things, and after briefly paging through the news­

papers, I'm bringing this diary up to date, feeling very tired indeed. 

The New York trip was canceled out ·today because they wanted someone 

else up there earlier and the Assistant Secretary of Iabor was available so 

now I'll get a fairly good night's sleep and be in in time tomorrow to get-things 

ready for a long . campaign trail next week. For now then I nope it's sweet 

dreams. 



Filiorence, South carolina, October 19, 1964 -- 11:15 p.m. Spent mostly 

a relaxing day at home yesterday. Flew in from Missouri on Saturday. I 

worked a1l_afternoon in the office getting speeches ready for this week. 

Got in a hard game of' squash with McNamara. We probably played harder· than 

we should have. I was exhausted at the end of' 4 games and still feel it, but 

I ·w·on3 to 1, as I have the last few games which is good for morale when he 

was clobberi~g me for quite a while. 

We had a very relaxi~ Saturday dinner and then napped a bit, doing 

some recreational reading before the fire, and then when Mike was late coming. • 

home why I got the rundown of his recent failures from his mother, not 

doing his chores, not studying when he should, staying out too late, and 

generally being rebellious . He was three;..quarters of an hour late and I 

read him the riot act, although fairly-gently for if I'm going to give him 

the act here on his studying and all I think I ought to do it with some 

care and lay the groundwork for he is at the stage now where he rebels at 

~ anyone telling b.im to do anything. I did too -- Connie did -- and so it 

goes . Anyway, I had a long talk with him after Chu;rch on Sunday and he 

agreed to keep track of' his study hours. I' 11 go -over tlilem with him to see 

how he's doing. His intelligence tests are excellent. He says he has a 

block and ean't pass his exams. I suspect that he really doesn't put in very 

good study time. Anyway we went over it all very carefully and his having 

opened the subject last week, I've got a leg up and I'm going to try and 

watch it. 

We watched a little football on the T-V and then went out on a beautiful 

day down in the park and threw the ball around oursel'!'es. It was good to do. 



( We .haven't done anything like that for quite a v,lhile and I'm reminded 

again that I should spend more time with that boy this year and somehow 

or other I'm going to. 

We had sponsored a rally. for =Hanson, t_he Democratic Candidate. 

for Congress, so Jane and I went over to some neighbors, the ~osephs who 

have a beaut•ifu.1 home, and more or less _performed-for a couple of hours, 

then back to the house an~ watched t:Q.e President·• s s~eech on T-V about the 

change-over in the Soviet Union and the Chinese bomb explosion -- nothing 

new -- everything he said -wasin the paper, but he said it with firmness and· 

direction and a feeling of strength which I think was good for the Nation 

and certainly good politically. 

To bed later than I shoul~ have gone, trying to go through the 

accumulated weekly mail and get the speeches lined up·for this week, and then 

up early and off to New York today where the Only.Nineteen Campaign was 

launched _by the Food Industry. Four years ago I went into Supermarkets 

with Food is a Bargain -- It only· costs 19 percent Brochures·-- and almost 

got run out of them. Now the enti~e Fodd. ·Industry has jumped on a co~;rable 

campaign, actually nudged into doing so by public pressure and the launching 

of the Food Mil'keting Connnission. Anyhow it's a won~erful effort and already 

it's estimated the story of how cheap food is to-the American.consumer has 

reached something like 50,000,000 homes and 150,eoo,oooof the game certificates 

are being circulated in eveey grocery store. If when the certificate is soaked 

in water, the number 19 c0m:es out the holder gets a year supply of food. 

There is lots of T-V, Radio, and Press attention on this today. Something 

as big as the food industry with all its resources can s~e mobilize the 

public. attention and publicity. It·• s all very good f'Qr once people realize 



• that food is a bargain, they' 11 be much more sympathetic to agricultural 

programs, and so in a real sense although it ~ame in part indirectly 

through .the Marketing Commis.si6nnthis is a culmination of 4-years of public 

relation~ effort and I hope will pay out. An:yway, the big food people 

were there -- grocery.manufacturers, retailers, chain stores, and all the 

rest and we were certainly buddy-buddy. Many of them said, ·and I think 

probably sincerely, that thi_s was the fir-st time that the Secretary of 

Agriculture had really shown appreciation for and an interest in the a.:,.s­

tributing end of• the food industry. Well I have that all right. I'm not 

sure that they're not expa.toit;ng the far.mer. • I do think that the consumer is 

doing darned well. Constructive sympathet~c interest to them.is something 

they learned -for t~ey do do a top notch efficient job. George Mehren has 

helped a lot in this . He has worked .out extremely well.- His contacts with 

the Food Industry ha,e been useful. His devotion to _our policies and programs 

has been unquestioned. He has responded politically extraordinarily well. 

As a matter of fact he said today that he enjoyed his political speeches 

tremendously and wished he'd gotten involved in the political front long ago, 

that it was lot_s of fun. He's got a lot of know-how, a lot of d.ri ve-, a lot 

of ability, a lot of energy, -and he I s worked into the Department excellent3:-Y 

which had been one of my prime worries .. 

I raced away ·early, hardly having time to do more than gulp a bite of 

chicken -- incidentally on T-V and radio got in some real good plugs for 

Bobbie Kennedy and I was amazed how much both the ABC and CBS interviewers, 

one a girl and the other a man, wanted me to speak positively in favor of 

Johnson· and in one case in favor_.: of Kennedy ya. Keating and really solicited 

and virtually told me what to say. This kind of media - commitment to candidates 

I had not ~ver observed before. I caught the plane ·in time, flew to 



Charlotte, North Carolina, then by private plane here to Florence, s.c. 

I ·-was met by Senator Olin Johnston a11d Congressman McMillan. They 

reviewed the situation here with me briefly. I had an extended press 

conference which I str~ngly attacked Goldwater pointing out that he was 

a chameleon changing his spots according to his environment, rather than 

a fearless candidate, and pounded home the same anti-agriculturaa..:.positions 

as before. I then spoke out at a fairgrounds grandstand ·at what turned 

out to be a very cold and windy night. The local connnittee said the crowd 
···•,-·•··· 

was 1,200 to 1,500 -- I think it looked more like 300 to 500. Be that as it 

may, there seems to have been good radio and press and television coverage 

and apparently we brought out a good many local leaders; local public offi­

cials, members _of the Legislature, and others who have been under cover. If -

I read the situation here right, it isn'ttoo good. Johnston and McMillan 

say it's coming -- party off'ici_als say that it,' s coming·-- but what seemed to 

be lmowled.geable private people are pretty pes_simistic . The Goldwater fever • 

has been strong. Apparently there is a ~ood • deal of' intimidation and people 

are h_esitant to say much. On the other hand, there are some excellent people 

liberals, people with humanitarian instinct, people- who1:have accepted the 

Civil Rights law and the changes that are taking place and f'aceq. up to them.· 

I am impressed frequently with the amount of' liberal leadership in the South. 

These folks have been boxed in on the Civil Rights issue and South Csr,lina 

is a good example. It's amazing how a man like Olin.Johnston~ being a clever 

• politician:, taking care of his people, but yet adhering ~o liberal principles, 
. . 

:fighting f'or the little man, being opposed by the big interests, has managed 

to keep • the farmer and the laboring man with him and get e_lected again and 

again and again. .He is ·really an -operator. What a contrast to Strom Thurmond, 

(__ . a complete demagogue, and al~o apparently a powerful poli tica1 • :force in the· 

state. This is one of' the ~ronies of American politics, but I must say this 



whole period of speaking and traveling, looking and listening, has been 

good. It-has .given me again a feeling·of confidence in our process, in 

our system and in our people, in local leadership, and. in how this process 

decentralized, sonetimes wilily disorganized, yet brings forth local leader­

ship and responsibility and with all its weaknesses in the ma.in moves 

steadily forward with effective people at the helm .. After Washington's 

artificialities, the local processes seem frank, above board, clear, clean 

and reassuring. Actually, of course, the same forces a;re here. It's just 

that there is less power, not as much shrewdness or subtlety, in both places 

there is great dedication and ability, but somehow the local folks are more 

refreshing. 

I'm still mulling over in mymind what I really want to· do in the 

future. Jane and· I about decided yesterday to t~y and go up to Ripley for a 

week after the election, mostly to be in Minnesota, on the scene and avail­

able where the Senatorship is concerned. On the other hand, there is so much 

to be done and we can do so much that I dislike and have a twinge of con­

science at the thought of leaving this Secretary's Post. If there were only 

someway to know what this President would do and the kind of backing we would 

get, it would make quite a difference. I'd be tempted to stay put and fight 

it through then. On the other hand, once in the Senate if we· could survive an 

election, and I think we could, although I -must say that I have mixed feelings 

on the business of launching another campaign, on the one hand it would be good, 

stimulating and lively, and on balance I expect we would enJoy the whole 

proce$s. On the other, it seems like going onee again through the same. motions 

we learned so long ago, and I could put my energies and in:terests so much 

more constructively into other channels.· Well I guess_ the thing to do is to· 

play it hard, try and get the Senator commitment, carry it to the Presid~nt, 



see what he says, and make the decision then. In the meantime, it certainly 

is not much fun. 

Current reading in the Walter Jenkins thing would seem that it is not 

too vital. The Russian and Chinese international development h:~ve over 

shadowed it. As mentioned tonight visiting with the·se folks, there'll be 

a lot of snide, taunting, ridiculing and talking in the athletic clubs and 

golf clubs in the country, but I doubt if the bite will go very deep. 

Mr. Average Citizen probably nasn't quite caught up with it yet. In the 

neantime it has been shoved off the front pages and likely will stay off. 

JliJln Thointon said tonight, although I didn't see it in t·he paper, that 

Mrs. Johnson had gone to see the Jenkins family, which is a very thoughtful 

and considerate thing to do. 

I tried to reach the President by 'phone yesterday to get the date of 

the Cabinet meeting which I nowwill fly in to early in the morning. He 

hadn't set it yet. He wasn't available. Jack Valenti didn't know, and 

apparently no one knew until today. That's a lousy way to run an operation, 

particularly when they are chasing us all over the country, with the problems 

of scheduling. But it' s clear that he• s God and ever J'One else conforms 

accordingly. Hardly an emm:ple which would encourage one to continue on this 

'ball club. On the other hand, maybe that's too harsh a judgment. The man 

has been under terrific pressure and could hardly be expec~ed to consider hi~ 

Cabinet associates in setting ~he time for a meeting; but the very thoughtI~s~­

ness of putting everything off until the last minute is somewhat symptomatic 

of why this guy will s~ely be tough to work with. 



October 21, 1964, Nashville, Tennessee -- Just finished a speech 

here at a county.Democratic Rally including Mrs. Gore, Congressman­

Senatorial Candidate Ross Bass and his wife, Congressman Joe Evans, Con­

gressman Richard Fulton. It was not a very spirited crowd although they 

responded dut_if'ully. They were Democrats and the Armory was so large it 

was difficult to pi~k the crowd up. I was flat and tired and didn '-t have 

much zip. 

I woke up this morning in Florence, South Carolina, after~ very 

poor night's sleep, my stoma.ch bothering me, and then had severe diarrhea, 

with the result that no sleep plus getting dehydrated and I felt pretty flat 

today. !'had a meeting this morning ~ith the delegation on tobacco some of' 

whom I was told were Goldwaterites, but who might be swayed. I think 

South carolina is tough. Most of the people I talked to with their_ guard 
. . 

down felt that the chances of winning it were pretty slim. On the other hand 

Senator Olin Johnston and Cong. McMillan felt that it was improving. An"YW!J.Y 

after the tobacco meeting which went on for better than an hour and where 

they seemed to be quite ~esponsive, I got in a Jet star which came down to get 

me and returned to Washington. I had an hour before cabinet meeting and I 

conferred wit_h Charley Murphy about sugar, wheat and Joe Robertson about budgets, 

manpower ceiiings and such, and then went to what proved to be an interesting 

Cabinet meeting. It went on f'or almost 2 p:ours . 

The President first read a statement which was positive and an affirms.-\ 

tive one, d>viously geared :f'or release arid press purposes, speaking in terms 

of' changes going on in the world and how fortunate we were to be ·1n a good 

position with military strength and strong economy and stronger around the 



•• 

the world than we'd ever been before together with a Congressional Record 

of getting critical_ programs through and that_ nowwe had to think and plan 

• '..';;. {
i/ 

:: 

ahead r~gardless of what the political winds of the day were for the future 

continued growth and strength of the Nation:. He then called on Dean Rusk 

and after Rusk statted ma.de a comment that all of.us ought to get· out the 

epsom salts, massage the brain and the people in our Departments, because 

it was a shame that Dean Birch, the Republican Chairman, was getting all the 
if' 

publicity, and that/a political quack like that could get more attention 

than we could in. our Departments with all the resources. we had why maybe the 

•Republicans ought to run the Government. Then he kinda backed- off and acknowl­

edged that the sensational was easier to get-coverage for, but he did urge 

that we try and have a press conference, that we send particularly newsworthy 

stuff over to the White House. He was obviously vexed with the attention 

Birch was getting, and lo.oking over the paper tonight I couldn't blame him 

for they continue the same. mud slinging, going back.to Bobby Baker, Billie S91 

Estes, moral tone, and now -Walter Jenkins, and they'll keep it up. When the 

Republicans did not get equal time to answer the President's report on 

foreign policy, they made a fuss and Birch got 15 minutes allegedly to comment 

on world affairs as National Republican Chairman .. He ma.de no mention of 

National affairs but rather tore into the President on the sanie moral issue 

charge directing his questions this time to John Bailey who had requested 

•equal time because in the 15 minutes Birch had not directed his attention to 

foreign affairs. Birch's response got all kinds of publicity -- Bailey would 

have done a lot better to have kept his mouth shut in the first place. 

Obvieusly this disturbs the President and the White House. Whether it came 

from the President, from Valenti, or Feldman, a plan was kicking around that 

some of us from the Cabinet should follow Goldwater .and Miller and ~swer them • 



and set the record straight and attack. what they have and have not done. 

I was one selected to do this and sought to dissuade them on it. I told 

them I thought we ought not to dignify this kind of charge and there was 

no way of answering it any way. Then in the process of trying to cha.Ege 

Goldwater we would inevitably get caught in the backwash of.the fanatics 

that travel with him and would be fair game having solicited attention and • 

we would then as administrative Cabinet members get every "Who shpt John" 

question in the book. I told them I didn't see how we could possibly expect 

to make any progress or to gain anything in this proces~ and t~t I felt that 

it wasnot a good idea. ,I convinced them where Miller is concerned, but they 

are still apparently debating whether we ought to. follow Goldwater. I don •t 

think it would be goo.d judgment and. it would not be the kind of' thing that 

I would do particularly well myself'. 

As the President then went around the Cabinet table asking people for 

what they might want to say, Hodges made some mention of reactions to the 

Walter Jenkins thing as he had received them. The President then said, "Well 

I want to tell you about that", and then went into detail about Walter Jenkins, 

that he had never hurt anyone, that he didn't _smoke, that he didn't swear, 

that he had a lovely family, and that there was evidence that his previous 

arrest back in 1959did not have the word "pervertu in it, but rather disturbed 

the peace and that word had been written in later·. He also contended that 

Jenkins did not remember anything about the evening until he was called by 

Liz Carpenter who thought it was a crank call reporting his ~rest and then 

having some recollection he went 1:o see Abe Fortas. The President said the 

possibility that he had been drugged at the Newsweek Party and then framed 

at the YMCAwas being caref'ully investigated. The fact that there were 

apparently four moral squad people in the YMCAat the time he· was apprehended 



looks mighty strange·. The viciousness of this Republican crowd -- the 

books they are putting out -- the eff'ort to tie Yarborough into Billie Sol 

Estes -- the effort to tie the President into Billie S~l Estes -- apparently 

a story on the wires alleging some kind of perversion for Bill Moyers which 

had been stopped because there was no credence in. it originating in Texas -­

all of' these things he out;lined to us, and then pointed out a couple of' other 

areas that we could expect to get hit on that didn't sound too serious to me, 

all . in all it's a pretty miserable blsiness and most difficult to counteract. 

He said that Walter Jenkins had taken it terribly hard. Had initially refused 

to see .anyone and would put his head l.lllder the covers when anyone crune into 

.his room, but that the outpouring of' letters and.expressions of' support and 

·help had strengthened him. He said he had talked-to Walter and that Walter 

could have anything he had or Lady Bird, that they were with him 100 percent 

right down the line, Walter's response being that he had disgraced the President, 

the Nation, his family and everyone else. He said the Doctor had said that 

the chances were initially 10 to 1 that Walter would commit suicide but that 

he was now improving and they were 50-50 that he might possibly come out of it . 

What a frightful, destructive awful thing. Obviously, the President was terribly 

upset about it and I'm sure that every effort will be ma.de to find there was 

a frame and if.so boy what an explosion that one will be.· 

The only other thing of' much real interest was that Glenn Seaborg of the 
. . . 

Atomic Energy.Connnission.said that the analysis of the fallout and the waste 

fromithe reeent Chinese bomb explosi~n had raised some questions . Apparently 

a bomb is made up of' either plutonium or U-235. It takes quite _a sophisticated 

plant to produce U-235 and they did not think, or at least had not thought, 

that the Chinese had these kind of' facilities. t'herefore; they assumed the 

bomb would be plutonium, but the waste was not and therefore must be U-235 



which would mean they either got it from the Russians or they had a plant 

which we did not know about or the ones we did know-about were more sophisticated 

than we. realized. Should the latter be the case, the projection of a 10-year 

period-before they could produce a hydrogen bomb would be significantly short­

ened, so it would appear this question is somewhat tip in the air. 

The President also got.back to the question of how much less the budget 

was ·;and how much less was spent as compared to a yea:r ago and also the number 

of .employees less than a year ago. When I interrupted to say that I had two 

pres_s conferences a daynand ha:d never gotten a question on this and felt that 

_he ~ad spiked that one velY'early in the game, he responded that that was not 

true that they had some 4o polls and it was clear that the spender issue and 

the big Government issue was one that people held against him and he was 

obviously very concerned about it. ··otherwise, he seemed quite calm, in fairly 

good spirits, a bit tense, but considering. the events of the past week I would -

say in remarkably good form. 

Af'ter the Cabinet meeting I discussed the truth squad business with 

Valenti and Feld.man and then to the office where I did some recording, tried . . 

to get my notes, and go through my proposed speeches for the next couple of 

_days, made a few 'phone calls, checked out a few more things in the office 

and then Jim Thornton and I caught a plane into Nashville to their Bean Feed 

tonight, and now up in the hotel room. I'm tired tonight, flat, a. bit deE:;pond­

ent ,- but a hot shower, a good night's sleep, and maybe I'll be better on the 

hustings tomorrow. Enough for now. 



Sunday, October 25, 1964 at home -- 12 :.05. I just returned fro~ 

Minnesota and the annual Bean Feed. I finished last week out in Georgia, 

starting in Tennessee on Tuesday night following the Cabinet Meeting which 

I dictated about that night. 

The next aay was a pleasant, and I think useful, 01e. It opened 

with a breakfast, followed by a press·conference that I thought went 

rather. well. I then traveled through the Sixth Tennessee District, stopping 

to speak at several places along the way. Captain William Anderson, the 

Skipper of the Nautilus, the candidate for Congress there, was a very 

attractive fellow and I think almost assured of election. He ap:parentl.y 

won a tough primary by: a few hundred votes, but it• s a strong Democratic 

district . I hammered away at the usual themes on ·agriculture, and seemed 

to have a good reception everywhere~ In the afternoon I spoke at Waverly 

in Humphrey County which is the only place along the campaign trail that 

I've made any mention of Humphr_ey. Following this occasion which people said 

ws appropriate and timely, several mentioned that they thought references 

to Humphrey really d.idn I t do much good. This is _generally true in the South. 

I spoke that night in Southeastern filennessee close to Memphis, the town 

escapes ine now, and there with both Albert Gore and Ross Bass present, gave 

a very strong and I think powerful-speech in which I took the hide off-of 

Goldwater as a ·radical ~d as an irresponsible extremists, .erratic and 

unreliable. The audience respC?nse was good. 

I had an interesting conversation :with Ross Bass. I asked him why he 

left a safe seat and 10-years 
. 

Seniority in the House to run . in a P~imary 
. . 

·for a 2-year term against an incumbent Governor who had all the machinery of 

the state at his disposal and was known to be a skillful politician, to wit, 

( 



/ -- Frank Clement . He told me -that it was a challenge, that with Estes Kefauver 

gone Albert ®re had no balance wheel, that Tennessee ~s_ going conservative 

'and ------reactionary and he wasn't going to let it happen and he and his wife made 

up their mind that they would do something about it. - Well he did. He ran 

a tough hard hitting campaign and overwhelmingly defeated 
I 

Governor Frank Clement. 

As late as the_Appalachian Tour where I traveled with the President and talked 

to Albert Gore, Gore had predicted without any equivocation that Clement would 

win easily. Ross Bass went further in our conversation to say to me that he 

would lead the ticket and would top Albert Gore. It will b.e interesting to see. 

Bass is personable, aggressive, hard hitting, intelligent and has a beautiful, 

charming. and effective wife who is a real lady and also a glamour girl and they 

make a tough team for he is a very attractiye fellow ~imself. 

We drove frantically from that meeting to get into our chartered airplane 

and fly to M::tcon, Georgia, getting in about 2:00 o'clock in the morning where 

I was met by John Duncan, Travis Stewart, and the Local Committee. We hurried 

to the hotel and had a f'ew drinks while we prepared material and get organized 

for the next day. I'd issued speci~ic inst:i-uctions there should.be no break­

fast meeting but I had told Jim ThoLton I I d bet one vould pop up· and sure 

enough it was planned. They apolortically said they vould cancel it but I • 

of course said no I'd be happy to come., and getting to bed about 3:30 I was 

1up about 8:00 and down to the breakifast at about a quarter to nine. It lasted 
- I. . . . . 

until 9:15 and then I had a few minutes to get prepared for the speech at 

I -

Mercer, a Baptist College, which went ~remely well. I was fairly. sharp in 

my anti-Goldwater comments, using Jga1n·thEl radical theme of deviating from 

the accepted norm and not carrying ~orward.wor}ung progr~ and really go~ 

a very-warm and enthusiastic response. They•~ told metthe school -was· half 

Goldwater -- well hatt·the school was there, and they certainly were pro-Johnson. 
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We then went dmm to the Democratic Headquarters where John pun.can and I 

made a 15 min~e radio-presentation in a questio~ and answer format and I 

made a statement to get on the News show out of Atlanta of 2 1/2 minutes 

by telephone. Then we went out to the -Fair and ambled around, reaily not 

accomplishing very much, although we might have· gotten' some news attention. 

Then the Exchange Club ~eting in the_Fair gro~ds in.the ball park f'or a 

barbecue at 'its annual meeting. Her~ I was presented but the rules were no 

speeches and particularly no partisan ·speeches io ·r said a few kind words. 

about agricuJ.ture and we toot ottf'or Iavonia which is· in the Northeast 

corner of Georgia and the home of' former Governor Ernie Vandiver. There 

was a nice crowd there. This:?is a bea~tif'ul pa.rt of Georgia. The -leaves were 

turning and it was a lovely day as we flew in and they had 6oo or-700 people 

in the streets. He gave me a very nice introduction, concludin~ it with a 

comment that after traveli~g together where one@ts to know people the three 

weeks in South Americaj he and Betty had concluded that Jane and I were the 

nicer folks among all those very fine Governors. :Ernie doesn't say much so· 

that was rather high praise·. It was a difficult ~peaking situation with a 

small podium, 
' 

a mi;tce along side the podium; 
' 

and a curious and not particularly 

responsive grow·. It -was one of those situations where you don't even have 

room enough to put your .notes, but I managed to get it rolling even though the 

mike was so bad I practically had to swallow it, and did a passable job .. Timing 

was fair on the stories and we -got them coming in pretty good shape. Charley 

Jenks the Reporter for the Atlanta Constitution later at Vandiver's home said 

he thought it was very skil.lfully done which I noted for I h~d kind.a. thought 

so myself for it was a tough physical situation. 



We then proceeded to have a very delightful afternoon and evening.( 
First some neighbors and folks dropped in for coffee and cookies, and.then 

when they left one of their friends said, ''Well, it's now 5:00 o'clock, when 

do .we,.start drinking'/" We all laughed and adjourned to a little house beyond 

their .large old but remodeled and lovely home on some 17 acres of lot. This 

little.place had initially been the Delco power plant building, subsequently 

refuilt as a kind of amusement building with a pool table, a bar, fireplace, 

.and a nice circle of chairs that a dozen people can sit around and visit on. 

We just sat -- people came in and out -- had a few drinks ~- talked about 

racial problems, politics, this campign, and pretty well covered the water 

front. Ernie is going to runagain for Governor, that's fairly clear. He 

apparently has a lucrative law practice, as nearly as I could find out doing 

. almost nothing. Apparently big firms take in Governors and public figures 

in Atlanta, pay them excellent salaries, apparently for not doing much for he 

told John Duncan that he goes down to Atlanta on Monday and Tuesday, has an 

apartment there, usually comes back on Wednesday, and spends the balance of the 

week in Iavonia. For this he is very handsomely rewarded. They are probably 

paying· for the name. He said he had enj"oyed the time with his family and the 

chance to re;i.ax, but that he had been a bit bo~ed, particularly the first year, 

and so it looks pretty clearly _like he will run aga:in. 

The next day in Georgia was quite an active one. First we-went to a town 

by the name of Madison where I· spolte on the village square. We had a very good 

reception I thought. Then at noon time to another town by the ·name of Eastman 

and then on to, .Americus whieh is in the deep tobacco belt anti-Civil Rights. 

I'd been warned about this one and some questions and some heckling did take 

place but it really wasn't bad. I appeased them a bit by saying in the middle 
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of my talk that I was glad so IWµly people were there. even· the Goldwaterites 

and ev~n though I supposed I wouldn't convince them, maybe the other folks 

there would before election day and then urged them to smile not.scowl. 

This brought a smile from the audience in general, :relaxed attention, and 

then I .poured it on.giving Goldwater a pretty good working over, working 

into it gently howev~r in relation to agriculture and agricultural problems. 

I realay think it was o~e of ~ b~tter • speeches and everyone was mos~· 

complimentary. From here I race~ to· the a_irport where I had a meeting 

with the tobacco people from Georgia who wanted some kind of a commitment 

in connection with future cuts in acreage which I couldn't give them, but 

·urged them to point out to the tobacco grower that he could expect little 

real consideration from Goldwater who didn't believe in the program. John 

Duncan said, however, that he doubted if the tobacco people were with us. 

The cuts, the agitation about the difference between their tobacco little of 

which goes into stabilization and the Carolina tobacco which makes up most 

of the stabilization,and their demands for special allotments for their type 

14 tobacco which actually is impossible to administer as·a practical matter 

and would turn right around and result in different treatment for peanuts 

this time favoring Virginia and North Caroli.na; nonetheless the feeling is 

bitter, the thing's gotten away, and John says he fillinks we won'.t get those 

votes. John Duncan, however, was most optimistic about Georgia now and 

felt that it had excellent prospects. 

We flew then -to Atlanta, making a quick plane change .at which time I 

had an opportunity for a brief.press conference with a little T/V, two Radio 

stations, and the Atlanta Constitution·. We flew on into Washington and I 
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wa.s home about 9:30 p.m. The first thing I did while Jane finished some 
! 

': 

of her .work was to spend a full hour visiting with Mike. He was in a 

much better frame of mind. Had scrimmaged a good bit in football the 

last week, also he had kept track of his studying and his study hours, and 

seemed rather pleased and conscious of time and good use of his own time 

more than he had been before. His gra·des were not bad. He had a D in chemistry 

which he had expected and we talked a great deal about that and the problems· 

of that particular teacher. He did have an A and-tt.uoee Bs --. so it could 
I 

have been a lot worse·~ Jane said' his attitude was DIU.chbetter and so the 

time I spent_ with him the week before was apparently -very useful. Today we 

just· finished eating something before television and wat_ched the 61.ympic 

Games on television and everything really seems in pretty good order. 

( 
In any event, Jane and I sat up and discussed our mutual schedules. 

\ 

She having been in Florida,. and,. then off to bed, and I was able to doze 

a bit in the morning while she werit up to have her hair fixed. I left for 

Minneapolis - she for Johnson City, Texas, where she now is. 

The flight to Minneapolis was uneventful. I spent the aft~rnoon with 

Mother. Then visited with Ben Wichterman about my tr:i.p into the Ninth 

District this coming week· to try and help him in his campaign up there. Then 

went to the Bean Feed. This time ~e had some Hollywoo~ talent. Humphrey, 

McCarthy, and Rolvaag .were the only one$ on the progra.nt. Rolvaag is rea11y· 

commanding his share of attenti~n and getting it. He is much more demanding­

than I was as Governor, and maybe I ought • to learn from this. In any _event 

he • opened ·the . program and presented McCarthy. McCarthy then spolte for 10 

or 15 minutes . Ro~ vaag came back on and made a speech about· Repu1?lican 

instructions :to poll watchers which looked like they were trying to prevent 
.. •· 



(---- anyone fr.om but Republicans from voting and presented Humphrey who spoke 

. for· abb~t 4o m1:I1utes, and at the very- close of his speech quickly presented 

for the T-V cameras'the candidate~ for Congress who sat in the.front row 

where they could be in the T-V cam.era. No one else spoke. No ?D,e else 

was rec~gnized,·although he did pay- tribute to me but in a rather strained 

way in connection with agricultural progress as a part of setting down 

the great acc~;llishments of the Democratic Administrat~on. It was a·good ' 

speech. He looked fine. I went on the plane to greet him and he was in 

extremely good spirits. I did not go up to see him afterwards. I got to 

.thinking today I really should have, but I just hesitate going to his room 

or to his sate with a whole bunch of camp followers that • hang around now 

-more ·or less waiting for a chance to_ see God. • There may be an element of 

s~e bitterness and jealousy in this, but mostly- I just find this distasteful 

·( and hesitate to place myself in the positio_n of being almost a su~licant 

to some of the people that cl~ter around him. On the other hand, this 

probably is not a very sensible thing to do and I really- should, have gone 

to see him. and from here on out I'm going to make it a point to do so. It 

is a rather strange feeling -- one I knew would come, one I can't llll:derstand., 

and therefore one I must be philosophical about . To sit on the fringes 

rather than to sit in the center of the.stage3in Minnesota politics is con­

cerned is strange. Be that as it may, I did get a splendid reception 

there. Everyone was frien~.- I went down to_ a party for the. President 

of the Club, stayed a half-hour, still didn't get to bed until after- 1:00 

and was up at 6:00 and on the way to Washington. 

As it happens· on occasion, I got involved with a pa~senger on the 

plane and couldn't work, this· time Clark Mollen):l.off. !But I guess it was 

- l 



worth while. We talked for 3 solid hours and he told me· that he was 
,,,i 

convinced that in the TFX case where McNamara is concerne_d, that McNamara, 

made a decision on the ;epresentation of Gilpa:b~ick without having 

really studied the facts himself ·to take the qeneral Dynamic bid which 

was some $4oomillion higher than ~he Boeing bid and ..according to Clark 

in a far less advanced state Of developmen~ with a ~ch ·heavier aircraft 

which actually was deficient but once h~ving made_that decision and·taken 

that position from then on out he had.rigidly adhered to it ·and.had been 
~~ . . . 

saved basically only because the_ matter lightened up with President Kennedy'$ 

assassination., He seemed to know ~hat he was talking about and set down 

some surpl'ising fi~es and ma.de some quite startling statements apparently 
. . 

all of them had been a part of the news but lost to me as to most people, 

to wit, th.at McNanara did not ·have ~ . kind of g.ocumentation or cost study 

to back up his judgment that General Dynam:i.'cswo~¢i do a better manageme~t 

job and would end up with a-product superior and less costly than that of 

Boeing; that Ros Gilpatrick, Under Secfet~ry of·Defense, was drawing $21,000 
. ' 

a year from -his law firm which was a counsel for General Dynamics and sub-

sequently became the counsel for General Dyn~cs ·after this award; that 

' Lyndon Johnson had his hand in this as well ~th quite a number of people 

placed in the Defense Department who had a ·bearing in shaping and moving 

these papers in such a way as to bring about the reoo~endations which 

· rea.ched an·d were accepted by ·xc.Namara; that Kennedy himself was pulled both 

ways and feeling, that it could _go eith~r way probably took the ea_sy course 

which in this case with the Vice President and·many others pushing let 

nature take it's course. All.in all, according to Mollen~off, this is a 

·classic· case of how·a decision is made without anybody really being deceitful 

( or crooked or corrupt except in the Gilpatric.It. case he would say that the 
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special,influence and the special interests comes through rather clearly, 

but mainly the process being as large and cumbersome as it is that· big 

companies vie in such a ·fashion to~t in a posture with appropriate kind 

of political support on a question which mar be possible of determining 

either way and in the last ·analysis a decision is made for varying 

reasons. Once made, it is then if an investigation follows as in this 

case defended vigorously as McNamara.. ha.s done. Mollenhoff has little 

respect for McNamara. He intimates on many things he ~es judgments and 

then refuses to see anything else except his own, that he·is clever and 

effusive at the :marshalling of figures and the.making of a case, but that 

once you look behind these figures and begin to check and double check 

their relationship and meaning you find that they·do not al~y- s substantiate 

the points made but rather constitute something of a snow job. In light 

of McNamara's tremendous repui:;ation the fac~lity I've seen to come to a 

sharp clear answer and to literally spout out the statistics, this is a matter 

of some surprise. But .Mollenhoff stayed with his position stating that 

people like Russell and others who initia~ly had been tremendously impressed 

with him had come to recognize that he was not always factual in the massi15Z'e 

amount of information that he brought to beai;. 

• I discussed the Billie Sol Estes case with .Clar~ at some length and 

he half-way acknowledged that it had been blown out of proportion although 

he continued to say that Billie So_l Estes was getting his foot within the 

Department, did have some good friends there, was developing some_political 

contacts, and could have been very dangerous in the future. He did acknow­

ledge, however, although with some reservation and mostly.because the courts 
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are now litigating in favor of those who made the acreage allotment trans­

fers, that the whole thing real'.cy" had been most'.cy" heat and not much light. 

Well, it's 8:30 here, a bit more work to do. I think I'll call Jane 

down il;l, Johnson City where she is with Mrs. Johnson, and then go up ~d 

see a bit of television with Mike and try and get to bed t9night in time 

to plow through the papers and try and get soll!,e rest for ~ stomach has 

' been kinda upset. Connie came in and talked. to me a, bit tonight about where 

do we go from here and I told her· I realli didn't lmow, there were no more 

leads of any kind as to what Rolvaag is thinking about, little indication 

from home of any organized movements at all, • ~he • general feeling seems to be 

that he will name either Fritz or myself', although a lot of people are • 

urging him to take the Senatorship. It's not very comfortable not Im.owing 

exactly 'Where one goes, but I guess that will resolve itself in due course 

and the thing to do now is to finish out another week of campaigning, and 

now with the blessing of a couple of days in the office to drive·real hard 

to bring together the various things underway by way of budget, program., · 

manpower, the book I'm writing., and all, so that they will be moving :f'u.11 

speed ahead if we succeed in getting a few days Qff fol~owing th~ election 

which we bett,er or we won't get any, and we both need it. ~ougb. for .now. 

Wed.n~sday, October 28., 1964 -- I'm dictating at ll:30 at Watertown, 

South Dakota. Y~sterday I spent a busy-~ in the office ~ing over budgets, 

manpower allowances, trying to get reacly for what will come, then flew • 
' 

' up to New York, spoke last night to one of the Precinct Clubs _in Manhattan 

and then went out and did a little nigb.tc.lubbing . at the Copa.cabana w1th an 
• . andsome 

Attorney by the name of Milt Alpin and his wife,/very attractive young 

people, who have taken over as the reform element in New ·York . in the Demo• 

cratic organi~tion there. It was the first time I've been in a nigh~ 
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club for quite a while .. Slept in a bit this morning and then tried to 

work on the· book and then went to speak to a Jewish Women•s Auxiliary 

for a hospital there and told them, as I had the night before, a bit about 

the humari. side of Bob Kennedy. The situation seemed much better in 

New York than the la.st time I was there where Bobby's concerned. He had 

quite a show because Keating put on.a bit act coritending tbat,he would 

not debate with him, he had a chair with a Kennedy label on it, and then 

Kennedy showed up and they wouldn't let him in. It seemed tomake a laugh­

ing stock out of Keating. Keating has paraded, of course, as a great 

liberal and Jake Javits has been working with him, but some car~fu.l research 

work disclosed that Keating' s voting record was a__pretty tr~cky one and 

that he really hadn't voted tor a liberal program on housing, m.edicai care, 

education and a few other things. and it begamc to come through and Keating 

began to claim he was being smeared and that attracted more attention to 

it and it seemed that the tide is turning.· The prediction.in New York by 

the polls was a 3,000,000 vote Johnson margin which is almost incredible 

and people felt that Bobby Kennedy was in much better shape . 

. I went back to the hotel room after that speech and did a little work 

on the book. G<Di_ngthrough the diary I 'm really- ~zed at what we've been 

able to accomplish and how we've managed to each Session of Congress pass 

constructive farm legislation. Sometimes I wonder whether it's worth it. And 

yet the accomplishment .is tAere in terms of progr~ that have strengthened 
. , 

farm income andat least has alleviated the hardship on the small farmer who 

is inexe~bly forced to strengthen a~d br~aden his operation or to do some­

thing else. I am increasingly convinced of cc;,urse that t~e only real an~er 

is in our Rural Area Development Program effort and here again we have made 
.:-· C 
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so much progress. I was reading today on the plane coming from New York 

into Minneapolis, and we switched from1here to a chartered .plane to fly 

in here getting in about 8: 00 o'clock, . an article Jn the New Republic 
. . . 

pointing out__how literally Lyndon Johnson wasgetting elected without 'having 

to make commitments on anything.· . ··rt' s kinda worrisome ~ a way because no 
. . . 

one re~lly knows yet what he will do when.the .mandate is fo:rthcoming which 

seems assured. He's been cagey in taking spe<?ific position on almost 

everything. In.the office yesterday ·r mw his speech on cotton down in 

Memphis, Tennessee, strongly·advocating a 1-price system, but no mention 

9f -the current cotton program. He di'd the same. thing on agriculture, stating 

we would have support programs but car~fully ft.Voiding saying what kind, or 

even being very explicit about the c~ent programs. Our· Task Force of' 

course will come through with an affirmative recommendation basically support-
.( . . . 

ing the on-going programs. Kermit Gordon is very friendly to them but he 

did say at a lunch yesterday that I h~d with him and Dave Bell to discuss 

how we proceed under P.L. 480 now that the bill calls for an Advisory 

Committee of' the_ Congress to consult about gra.nt·s and the use of ·excess 

currencies,. it also provides .that we w11i need to subnu,t such to the respective 

Gonnni.ttees of Agriculture in ·both House and Senate and when the President 

signed the bill he reserved the right of the Congress to veto his.determinations 

contending it was an_ invasion of' execu~ive prerogative.' . I made the point to 

Bell and to Gordon that I didn't ~hink w~ would haye to face that, that if' 

we approached th.e matter ·carefully; did our wo_rk in laying the groundwork we 

would be abl~ _t~ g~t pretty mu.ch what we wanted and actually would be able 
. . 

to do more t~ we could otherwise. Kermit Gordon was reasonaply receptive 

to this. Dave Bell, too. Before that meeting I had, ~et ~ith Eskildsen and 



some of our folks in FAS and they were concerned that the AID Agency 

and Dave Bell might want to take the lead ·and de~l i~dependently with 

the Agriculture CommitteeR. TheEe was no eyidence of this for Dave 

himseif made it very clear that he thought I should; but he· did.want us 

to meet on a kind of neutral· grounds in Dick Reuter's office. I pointed 

out to him that this might result in some suspic-ions-beca.use Re~ter 

was way out advocating production for use in te~ of Food for Peace. I've 

advocated it, too. I think we ought to do it, but I also recognize that 

I've got to operate pretty cautiously here because the·powers·t~t be in 

Congress would not support any such position and we -need to move towards· 

that by setting support rates, acreage allotments and other things ~o?;get · 

what we need. However, it may be that the time has come to launch a strong 

program to do this and to get a bill introduced to amend P. L~ 480 now 

that we have 2 years to go accordingly. George McGovern has· been talking 

this way. The freed.om from Hunger Foundation and the Food for Pe~ce Councils 

could sponsor such a move and.we could sit.in the wings. 

At., a press conference yesterday, which really went off quite well, 

at which I released the la~est World Food Budget suudy, when I worked through 

it the night before at home I noted that there was a world food gap of 

$6.8 billion, but when we deducted the gap in the Communist Countries it 

was $2. 5 billion. This· is well within the ability of this country to 

produce. We need I think to take a hard look. at this and see if we ought 

not to try and amend the law and gear our food production :machinery to 

produce enough to mee~ this need for these countries will need that food 

if they make progress. Even Kermit Gordon a~eed that th.is was a possi­

bility:. although speaking again on a theoretical basis'.as he said it would 

be more desirable to give them money and then let them buy their food in 
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the international connnodity market. I agreed from the standpoint of 

theory, -but .·from a political viewpoint, which even Gordon seemed to 

Wlderstand, the likelihood of getting money to do it is about zero. 

Th~ possibility of getting food to do it is a very real one. This is 

the kind of direction which we Iiow ought to take a~d one ~f the things 

I could 
l 

do. The same can be said for the whole Rural Area Development 

program. as it begins to come into sharp focus. These programs are 

importan~ . • I think I could have a strong influence in carrying them 

forwa:»d. Hence the doubt in my mind that I should leave, even though the 

Sena.torship is made ava.il.able, but there· is no reason to believe that it 

will. Although as I said to fom on the plru:i.e coming in, I can't ~elp but 
the· 

feel in the J.a.st • analysis· old lpyalties as well as/poli~ical ·reality of 

my so-called senior statesman position on:ce name~ t'o the Senate would 
~~ .

make it possible. to bring the disseatent factions of Minnesota together 

and mount an effective campaign.. Time will tell on this. If it's offered 

I really don't know what to do. If I knewwhat the President would do 

it would make a difference . On the other hand he is going to get a 

tremendous mandate and the ·question 'is what will he do. . .f\s the New· Repulhlic 

Article said, he probably doesn't know.- Thus it seems a.Ji the more · important 

that some of us who lmow what needs to be· done be in positions of authority 

'Where we can exercise strong influence to desired end. Where this is con­

cerned I think I do have significant ~tending and influenc_e and could play 

an important role. It's ~urely an unusual incredible kind of situation. 

I made a rather flat speech tonight. It was one of those si tuat-ions 

when you come in, have no change to really get the feel of the group, 



physically have difficult arrangements in terms of hand.ling any papers 

or notes·and clearly can't be on manuscript, I concentrated and pinpointed 
. . 

it . on agriculture and dramatized what a no farm .program would me~. .. Every­

one seemed-._delighted so I guess it was all right, although I surely feel 

flat. Actually I think I need. a night's sleep .. I should probably do a . 
. . 

little work here tonight, but I guess I'il be better off to get a little 

shut eye, and so I'll turn it off and the next two days c8.mp~ign in Minn­

esota. I hope I can do some good up there, and_ then b~ck to Washington 

and another campaign becomes history. 

Ralph Humphrey was here tonight. Appair:ently he had a call about 

a private kind of party that they were going to have on eleciiion night. 

We haven't had any such call. I feel in ·a way ·like I should be with Humphrey 

on this his great_ nigbt, but if I haven't been i-nvi ted that perhaps makeE? 

a difference. However, it was apparently Pat O'Conner who called Ralph 

Humphrey, and it's the same old story of the hanger-ans, and so you hang 

on too and I hate to go through that. Actually we'd like to be. with the 

kids.on.this election day and we'd have much·1:11ore·freedom and feel closer 

. to them :_.and what w.e 're really doing to be in Washington so I think that' s 

what we' 11 do and I '11 probably· call Humphrey· by 'phone and explain we 

can 1t ali afford to come and wish him well. It Is been a long trail" Being 

here in South Dakoita tonight and with Ralph I re~mbered so vividly the 

time I drove out many years ago for Humphrey's father's funeral. I was 

thinking about it toq.ay. We . used to be • so very~ very _cl.ose. When I 'm with 
. . 

him I feel pretty much that way now, but as al.ways the hanger-ons are 

around like barnacles and you can't scrape them __·.away. I· -was noting going 

through the earlier diary, comments from Lyndon Johnson on the Sequoia 

several years ago when.he talked with Jack Kennedy at Los Angeles and 



apparently.Kennedy told :Q,imtha~ if Lyndon didn't take the Vice Pres~dency 

that he was going to designate me to join with him. I- doubt that, but he 

must have told Jo~son that, and ~ybe that's what he· meant to do. Well, 

if that had been don~, as it turned out we wouldn't have won the :election, 

so it wouldn't have meant much, but I wouldn't have lost one either. 
. . . 

As I said to Tom, if Humphrey had done what he said he would do the course 

of history might have been much different. Be that as :i.t may, being liere 

in South Dakota, a bit tired in a campaign where you are just a step or 

two away from the heart ~~ob doing your best· on the frmnges is not too 

satisfying. On the other hand, perhaps I Im spoiled being too of'ten the 

chief and it·' s good to have a bit of the discipline of being just an indian. 

November l, .1964 - Sunday night - 9: 45 ~ Home again. I• ve completed 

my last campaign junket 
-

of 
. 

this ~ampaign, arriving 
~ 

home about noon on 

Saturday. We've had a rea~ delightful:. week end ~d tomorrow I 'm going 

to plow: into the office and try and get some· of the staff work under way . • 

so we can be thoroughly.prepared.following the election to ·start the battle 

of the budget· ~d the lew legislative program. 

My last swing took me through Minnesota. and I enjoyed it v_ery much .. 

From Watenown where I last dictated we·drove ~he.next morning to.Moorhead 

for it was too foggy to fly. At M:>orhead I had a conference, _then went 

to the sugar mills where we had some picture·s taken which Ben Wichterman 

thought would be useful. From· there I returned· to a luncheon which was 
' . . . .. 

really an overflow crowd. After the • 'luncheon I made a 5-minute tape at 
. . 

Fargo ~or use in the North Dakota campaign refuting the low .paritY:· .charge 

which"·was bothering. Fr:d B~dick and also .the __.whea~ _dumping charge. • We-thEµi 

flew to Bemi_dj i where I spoke in_ the middle of. the afternoon and th~n· ·-to 



Thief River Falls for a Bean Feed that night. ·Along the line I.really 

gaye Mr. Langen a working over· and I think. ~.d. so quite effectively. 

I cut the ground· out· from under him. on the beet thing by pointing out that 

the Red River Valley had been fortunate to get one of only six BJ?,d ~hat 

despite his claims of credit he ~d had nothing to do with it for I made 

the decision and he had never even talked to ~e. I went after him hard 

on his voting record which is very bad·in«eed and.refuted the.beef argu­

ment by strongly emphasizing as Ben Wichterman. had been doing ~he importance 

of foreign exports. I ~hink I made about as goog. ~ political speech at 

• Thief .River Falls ~s I· have ever made. I ·spoke for 45 minutes and the 

crowd was most responsive. I thoroughly enjoyed. it and really gave Langen 

a ··working ·over which I think will do some . good. The next morning. ·we flew 
. . 

to Crookst~n where I niet at the No~hwest Experimen~ Station· and the Winter 

Show Schools· ·co~ttee. They are trying to borrow money from FHA. Without 

being obno~ous I 
. 
made it clear to them that the 

. . 
of bor-. . only.possibility 

JOWing m~ney would be uridet the Food and Agricultural ·Act of ·1962 which 

~gen had i>rO]?OSe.d. When the Press wanted· to take a picture of' myself 

and the Chairma.?l of' the Committee I !nvi ted Ben ~n and 'the photogra:Pher 

said no that he did not want him, and I said either Wichterman is in or there 

won't be any pictures. I then crossed my_.arms and we were all in _the pict_:u,re. 

I kidded the photographer that this was ·the Harry·Truman technique so you 

. ~oildn' t cut these on the outside out of' the picture. I don I t know whether 

they'll use it or not. I· don't think I was obnoxious, .but I did want to 

.. make it _clear that if these people expect some help from programs made possible· 

by Democrats they better keep Democrats in office. 



From Crookston we flew t9 Minneapolis where I had a press conference 

and was asked for the first time the question on taconite. l said I had 

already voted for the -taconite amendment and then added that I would have 

'voted for it bac~ in 1958_; relating ~ conversation with Presi~nt Hood 
, . . 

of U.S. Steel and pointing out that the key was the co-.tment to build 

a plant by U. s. Steel plus the 25-year limit on the tax amendment. The 

story on this came out.in the paper the next morning in good shape with 

the proper tone and s.o I 'in ·glad to be on the ·right side ·with t~t one clari­

fied,.. Apparently they • did have some kind of a state-wide program or at 

least ·had· ce~ain people whom they got to tape_television.appearance which 

was.used State-wide for Langen was on one I discovered .• I was not. This 

either means that they did not want me, or they didn't think.I would be 

very important. I'm not sure·which. In any·eve:p.t the play I ~id get and 

the way it worked out was fine. 

My last speech and·appearance was in Mank.a.to, Friday evening, and not 

too satisfactory. Here again there was a Bean Feed. It was proceeded by 

a press conference, then a reception at the country club to raise money, 

and finally the bean feed. Charley Simpson is not an effective candidate. 

He's a poor speaker with a poor voice and the whole thing was poorly organized. 

They had an auction to raise money which took the first hour up. Joe Donovan 

then ..spoke at great leagth and by the time I got that crowd they were pretty 

tired and so was I. r· guess ~t was all right:, but it wasn't a top performance 

and I . kind o·f regretted ending the campaign on sopiething of a low note in 

terms of my own personal participation. I went after Ancher Nelsen hard but 

I didn-'t get the same kind of response there that I had ill: going after Langen. 

There just wasn ~ t the spirit because I think no one· re.ally believes they can 

win. We raced from the Armory where the Bean Feed was held to the T-V studio 
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(. _· and a: half hour program. It could have been • wel~ done, but no one had 

made any advance_plans and so I actually_put ft together myself,_ getting 

five legis_lators together with Charley S_impson together in a circle, 

suggested certain things they ~hould ask ·me and my response to them. 

It went over the atr. I hit _;Nelsen pretty hard, probably .too hard in ·this 

instan~e, but he is an old antagonist and ther I fear have let him.off 

far too_ easily. So I did my best·to sharpen up the iss-g.es, and as I say 

I rray have oversteP,Ped a ·bit and been less effective than I would have been 

if I had stopped just ·short of some of the ·statements I made. In other 

words, I could have gotten the record_out sharp and clear with the proper 

intonation and not gone quite ~s far . in speculating about ·his motives and 

saying such things that he jumped when Charley Halleck cracked the whip 

and followed the Republican Party's line rather than the interests of-his 

•·ownfarmers. Anyway; I guess;it won't make much difference. I could be 

wrong but my guess is that Ancher will win rather handily d(Ywn there. 

We then drove back and i spent the night with mother. We had a nice 

visit. She seemed in good spirits, although she had a little whiplash 

injury when a car plowed into the rear of her car a few.weeks ago that is 

still bothering. We :sat uwand talked until well after 3: 00 and ·r was up 

and away at 6:00 in the morning. Tom and I flew back, getting into Wash­

ington about 11:15. I was tired but I did get a good _deal of work done 

on the plane and riding to and· fro to·the airport, and then down to the 

Pentagon where I played . squash. with McNamara. Jane and I then went and 

watched one-half of the High School football P-, altho~gh Mike didn't get 

in. I took a little nap here at home... We had. a ni~e di~er. Spent some 

time next door at the Goldman's looking _at their ?.iet~es of t~e European 

trip. This morning to· church, back home -- I layed down on the couch to 
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read the paper and.went to sleep for·almost 2 irours., Then Mike and I 

watched a bit of football together, raked leaves on the lawn, threw the_ 

ball around ourselves a bit, dinner, down to the desk and soon off to 

bed. 

I meant to work on the book tonight but I got started scratching 

a letter to Karl Rolvaag which I don't know.whether I'll send or not. 

The letter· in effect sets down why I think: he.· sh~uld appoint me to the 

Humphrey Senate seat . This is an odd situation. In many ways I don It want 

to go. I'm proud of what we've been able to do within the Department of 

Agriculture and the possibilities of carrying theEe programs forward thrill 

me. I think I will enjoy being a Secretary of Agriculture even under 

~don Johnson more than Senator, but .I can't stay here forever and this 

kind of opportunity doesn't come around too often. Even if' I should get 

·the offer, I'll talk to the President and it could be I wouldn't take it. 

• Now I' 11 have to do ai1 I can to get· it and I don't know exactly how to 

move. Jane and I are going to go out to Minneapolis and spend a week at 

Camp Ripley. This will give us a chance to • see the Rolvaags and to in a 

sense keep. our foot in. I .have not really dis.cussed it with Karl. I 

hesitate to push him,. knowing his nature, -but I do feel that he ought to 
. . • 

know how I feel about it . So I sat down and wrote this· in a letter and 

I'll think about it _for a while and maybe carry it myse~ and- if we go to 

the football game next Saturday give it to him then. r 1 11· se~. 

In the meantime, as the campaign: draws to a close things look very 

favorable. The general editorial position of most commentators is that 

~t h~s been~ miserable campaign without~ very clear lin~ ·up on issues 

and a lot of character assassination and _mud ~linging. That it has been. 



Most people will I think be_ voting against Goldwater. Not many I think 

will be. voting because- they like Johnson. On the other hand; he· certatnly • 

does have a certain attraction and the combination of solemnity and- corn 

that he dishes out really seems to go pretty well. I think he has handled 

himself effectively. He certainly didn't adhere to his early expressed 

intention to run a quiet campaign and mostly be President. Instead the 

last 3 weeks he has been all over the country at an almott frenetic-pace. 

Yet he has tried to constantly emphasize that he is on th~ job and has 

returned to Washington periodically. He•· s ~ E;trange man, a recap of what 

~e will do now in the New York Times today ~s·: I thought quite f'air when 

it said no one knew except everyone agreed he was ·a man of great power 

and ability, he would undoubtedly be unorthodox, no one could tell how he 

would do it but that he wanted to make a name in history, he did have a feel 

for people, he came from poor stock and wanted to help people who need help, 

he was a great comprc;,miser and his technique was that of' getting as many 

different achoo.ls of thought and as many peopl·e as possible under the tent, 

which he has certainly done in this campaign. Indeed he has. He really 

has made commitlJlents on almost nothing. He has talked in generalities. 

But he has staked out a definite goal which he calls \the "Great Soc·iety" 

in which although not defini~ely not outlined includ~s such things as urban 

renewal, the war on poverty, increased education, conservation and others. 

To do this within the budget limitations is going to take a lot of' doing, 

but -I re~lly t~ink he means to do it and I f'eel ~ometimes a real ooligation 

to try and _stay and help. fu::yway, there is no harm iµ trying to get the 

designation for the Senate and then 
' 

see what he· has to say. 
• 

If. he should· 

urge strongly that I remain, I might just -do it.· And if that were the case. 
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I would certainly be in a vastly superior position to get a fair and 

full hearing for our· programs and for tb.e a·ct ion I would propose to 

take . We shall see . 

November 9, 1964,. Camp Ripley, 3: 45 p.m. • Well a good deal has 

happened in the last week. ·As related, ·at the last minute Jane and I 

de.cided to go home ~or election. Basically, I fe1t it wasn't right not 

to b~ present at Humphrey's great triumph. There are some feelings of 

envy I guess-. It's an ·oifld thing that I should have been at one time a 

potential Vice President aspirant at • the time that Lyndon Johnson was 

selected ~- today he's President -- and also ai:iaspirant and pos.sibility 

when Hubert Humphrey was selected -- today he' s vice· president . In light 

of' what Humphrey did mere my interest lie, I suppose I- could sulk and be 

up.happy and I suppose in part perhaps I have although I've· tri·ed not to . 

However, that's done. Humphrey is a remarkable· man. He has fought his 

way up the ladder here and overcome great disappointments. He has been 

ruthless when necessary but never really mean. He' s had his. eye on the 

target _and has moved toward it regardless of.anything else which I suppose 

is necessary. He's made it. He '·s a happy nan and I'm happy fc;>r him and 
. . 

I would feel less than decent or reasonable if.I were not there. So on 

short notice we went . We flew in commercial --· didn rt even know there 

-were 2 airplanes went out that we ·could have been on -- arrived in Minneapolis, 

went immediately to the Sheraton-Ritz Hotel_ and· felt ·quite uncomf'o~able 

for we had a feeling of being on·.the ·f~inges ~thout any real pr~paration 

_and witho:u,t knowing exactly what to do, what went· on; how hard to push, or 
.... ' ' 

where 
. 

we ·fitted in. 
. 

Actually it worked out ·~plendidly. Jane later said 
. ' 

she was so glad -~hat I insisted that ·we should go. We quickly got oriented 



talked to a few people. Everyone was cordial and ended up going to a 

little election eve dinner put on by Art ·Naftalin and Jay Phillips. 

From there we went back. to the hotel where I received a call from the 

President whic_~ was very kind e>f him, merely _saying. thank you for the 

hard work you've done. Again he never rests and always thinks e,head. 
: ' . . . 

From there we ·went back ·to the Radisson Hotel where I spoke·· to the 
. . • 

assembled group, apparently was on T-V and Radio. I :was~'~-prepared 

for I thought I was going to be interviewed on television rather than make 

a statement to • ~he group· • :J:'m afraid l talked· too much about what has 

_ beE?n and how we got here than about new ·programs in the future, but appar;.. 

ently • it was all right . 

Then Art Naf'talin and I went over to the· Central Labor Union for 

a few minutes . _Dropped in at Gene McCarthy' s headquarters.. He scored a 

smashing triumph without. anytrouble. He was really lucky in having 

weak oppositi_on, skill.fu.l in exploiting his ·weakness of course. He has 

lost contact with the State and if he had had a tough opponent, if 

McGregor had run against him, he might have had trouble even with the 

_Presidential sweep. Anyway he _made it easily._ 

• Then. bac~ to the Humphrey _Hea~quart~rs wher~ we drank, ate, and roamed 

around. Ther~· was no question about the results frC?m the earJ.y inception 

of the returns. It • coincided about "!'1th . the polls. Everybody was ~PPY. 

-Along about· midnight the . call for ~um.phrey to go over and • ad~ess the· • group 
~ . 

came in but he hesitated and waited and·waited for President Johnson to 
. . .~ 

nBke his statement whi~h-was held up. I !70~d guess that_he·wa~ preparing 

one for when we did finally se~. 'it at_ the Radissbn about ?:00 ·o·• ciock 

Minneapolis. time it was the sob~r. Statesman,. not the, folk~y o~ ~he political 

Johnson that called on the· N_ation to bind ·up .its wo~ds a.ild to go forward 



( _ to a better day~ Actually I- think it was a good tone to hit, although 

I'm sure the people a·ssembl~d. there w1:1,o·were enjoying the blood of 

victpry were disappo~nted. There was a tremendous· mob at the Radisson 
... . - . 

Hotel and a_s we shoUldered our way· through Hl~hrey made a special point 

of asking Jane and me to go • wi ~h hµn from the· Sheraton-Ritz to the 

Radisson and we rode in tl;l.e car with him and Muriel. This was I think 
' . . . 

quite genuine. It made me feel good and I had some feeling; that this 

- is where we started and that he had that feeling· too. In any event we 

had. to· fight our way in• through the· crowd which was wildly enthusi_astic 

and then wait until the Pre~ident finished· 1?,is ~tatement. _and then ~olvaag 

introduced Humphrey. I was right there with him, standing beh~ng him and 

very__ ~~minent in the National television which followed. Subsequently 

mother ~d • a few others told me that :i:.looked very bored, that I clapped 

/ perfunctorily and grinned perfunctorily-and didn't seem a bit enthusiastic. 

Well I was darned tired and I guess the edge of the enthusiasm I really 

did feel was met by some of the nostalgia from the situation and an occa­

sional fleeting thought of what might. ~ve been. In1:any event, I was there 

and he made-quite a little_ talk but most of it went so far overboard in 
r 

being differential to the President that I thought it ~s a bit extreme, 

but Humphrey is a mas~~r at knowing_ about this. Clearly he is more than 

conscious of the President's ego and th:at he will demand clearly that he 

be recognized at it and wants that he doesn't go • too far in assuming any 

perogatives·. This is as it sh~uld be and.•Humphrey recognizing it is good, 

although I thought he wen~ a little further than nece~sary. Anyway he 

made his statement . It was a warm and friendly· one. Eve:eyone wa.s .. wildly 

enthusiastic and then we fought our ~y out • and back to the hotel. There 

was a 3:00 a.m. supper for campaign workers and.we saw a number of people 



and enjoyed it although by now we were pre:t'ty tired. I did have occasion 

to wish Humphrey i;tgain good luck and to whisper to him that I was going . 

after the Senate seat. Then he said to me with what seemed to be genuineness 

• 
11Go to it, you better stay around here and do some work. 11 At least he is -

zeroed in~ Jane and I then went up and to bed ~t-4:0Q -~•clock~, We had 

seen the Rolvaag's at the Phillips' party but they·had left without saying­

anything. We-hadn't seen them again • until up _in Humphrey's quarters whe_n 

Karl said _something ab?U,t getting together ~ the morning and· I said how 

about break:f'ast, and he said all right. I .,had ·some • feeling that ·he· was 

avoiding me. Eugenie Anderson had said that he -definitely avoided her and 

I didn't really expect him to call btit he· d.id at· about 9:00 o'clock. When 

our 'phone -rang we had had about 5 hours of sleep and we fought our way. 

out of it and they said they would be down in a half-hour for breakfast 

which t~ey were. 

We had a very leisurely breakfast, talking_~bout thi~gs in general. 

Gene McCarthy called, or rather.Wally did, saying McCarthy was looking for 

Rolvaag. I asked Karl if we should invite him -up and he said no. We went 

on conversing in general and as tne breakfast came to·a close I told Karl 

I'd like ..to show him something ~d took him into the bedroom·where I gave 

him the· letter that I had written the night in Minneapolis setting_ down 

my desir,e to get the Senate appointment and why. He looked at it and said 

somewhat glumly, "I guess I know. .what this is about." And I said, "Yes, I 

thitlli you do• 11 He said well thi S was a tough. one andhe didn 1t really 

know what to do and I told him that I thought he ought to do what wasbest 
. . 

f'or himself. That 66 would be tough -- that he ought to put on the ticket 

who would help him._·the most. He then said that he had had a resolution 

\_ from thee Iron Range People for· .Blatnik who was pushing hard. A delegatio:n 



had called 6n him from the st . Paul Trade and Labor Assembly, • but they 

weren't. pushy and merelf said they w~re for Mo~dale, and that he had 

received a numbe~ of recommendations ·but hadn't made up his mind: • He did 

• say he would take it himself if it weren't that Andy Keith was such a 
. . . . ' . . 

irresp~nsible, unstable person. I didn'tpursu~ it any :f'urhher. This 

was ·the first indication of his own personal interest in it. Gene McCarthy 

then did call and Kari and Florence. left with. warm goog.byes ~~ made a 

statement they had arranged all at Ripley and they were going to go ~d. 

get a little rest.themselves only they were going South. 

. After t~~Y left, Jane and I made some 'phone calls to the Frasers 

and to·' a few other people around and then I got to thi~ing that I maybe 

ought to at le.ast alert some of my own friends • so I put in a call to 

Jerry. Heaney who told me that I really was walking into a lion Is den and 

shouldn't be interested. I told him I had decided I was and where do we 

go from here. He said he expected to see Karl soon .and would take it up 

although he didn't say how. I told him to d.o what he thought was best, 

that I felt the best thing for the party would.be both myself and Monda.le 

on the ticket, . that I was increasi~gly appalled. with the dissention, 

with the adverse_ feeling ·toward Rolvaag and that the Party was in .real 

trouble and I recognized it, but I thought I could bring the various parts 

together, I could get everybody pulling in the harness . I'm. not s-µre 

what Jerry will do but he closed th:e conversation by saying well he gues·sed 

he had one more in his system. He was quite bitter about the loss of the 

Senatorial race in Duluth where Frenchy La.boss· beat _Willard Munger and,. also 
... ,.., 

with some of John Blatnik' s maneuvering. So. we're· b·ack where we came in 

in 1946· ·on that one . 
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I then tried to reach Bill Kubicek, but was·unable to do so. Jane and 

I had a bit of lunch, then into the car, and a 'very ni~e drive up 

here t~ Ripley where i/ was like coming h<:>m~. We had a couple of delight­

ful days here prior to ·aaturd.ay. ~e next,.day '+'bursday, we slept in the 

morning qui~e a·bit and then I put calls _in.around_the country to farin 

leaders -- Staley of the NFO; Patton of.the Farmers Union; Ken Naden·of 

the Council of Cooperatives; Jerry Voorhis~-of' the Coop League; Fred Hinckel 
. . . . . ' . 

of' the Missour·i Farmers -- just rgenerally to say thanks' Md that I looked 

forward to o~ working toge~her µow._~ith a strengthened Congress. 

Ken Birkhead called with an analysis of' the :vote which showed that . 

some 21 of' t~e 31 Congressmonal seats that changed were µi rural areas; 
. . . • ~ 

tha1; we'd made a clean·sweep in_Iowa, and picked ·up some key seats in 
. ' 

Illinois, Indiana and Ohio and North Iakota.. He prepared with Rod an 

excellent memorandum and analys~s fem· release to the press. ·I haven't 

seen anything about it out here and they sent a brief copy and __the parts 

to the Pres•ident so he would be apprised of it. This tooit most of' 

Thursday. W~ had an early morning bike ride. The folks tzere were so 

wonderful. They had some brand new bikes and th~: weather was glorious. 

We went out to the lake late that afternoon for a deer hunt and drove 

around the :reservation seeing seven deer. We came back, read a ·while and 

to bed. Friday ·the same, only I got down t·o .-a little more • serious reading 
' .. . . : 

. . 
and we went out in the afternoon f'o~ a long hike ag~in on a lovely day .. 

In ·the ·meantime I had been doing some ·thinking, had a long talk with 

Bill Kubicek, about the Senator thing. He set up a meetin~ on Sunday_ 

~rn~g with Kingsley Holeman., Jack Jorg~~son and Steve Nehoddy-·in hdls-
. . ... . ·, . , ,, . 

apartment and 'r told him we would make it. • Saturday ~rning we go-p up 

and dro~e into Anoka where we lunched with Bob and·Charl~tte John~on 

• and on to the football game. 
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Karl Rolvaag had called the night before ~o·say that·he·had had 

the most hectic poli~ical day in ·his lif~ .• Apparently newspapers ·and 

televi.sion ha.d -· stories • that Humphrey ·in effect ·h~d selecte_d Mondale .to 

•succe.ed him ·and that· Rolvaa~i wouid· ~ke .the appoi'ntment soon. • One. went 

so far as to say th.at Mondale had hired a photographer,· was lookin.g for· 
' ' . ·. -. . 

a ~ouse in Wa~hington, ~d had been alerted for·.~ press con~erence_. 

announce~ent on Saturday. This made Karl furious. He over-reacted 

s-t?ating .. somewhat pompously ·that lie ma.de'the decisions, they weren't 

made in Washington., and that ·he_ hadn't· made up· his mind • .-:;:·~:mhen.·rather· 

than asking t~e people we had recommended on his. invitation to sit at 
,-

the game, he called on Friday night saying that he walited to set the 

record straight so he had invited Mondale, Keith, Blatnik and myself all 

to be with him at the game. I kinda chuckled''ab"out this. It wasn't a 

bad idea. It was sure to get soine publicity and might help his stature. 

So I told him good.naturedly that it was • a good idea·. and we'd be there. 

Driving down we heard an announcement on the radio that he was going to 

do· this. and that was taking it too far and ma.de us look a bit silly, but 

we brushed it off, after all who are we to be p3:oud at this point, particu­

larly as we seek the Senator thing. Lunchcwith the Johnsons was del.ightful. 

Charlotte an4 Jane rode in their car and Bob and I drove together and had 
. ' 

' -
a chance to just ra.mple and discuss. Bob told me that Karl was in very • 

bad shape politically in his judgement, that he just didn't come throu~. 

https://succe.ed


I 

I 

(_ He looks terrible on television, doesn't co~icate and has a very 

weak.office staff, Bob said, where you can hardly get to him at all. 

This from a man who felt a certain warmness to Karl because they.had 

had good working relations on the Youth and Juvenile Committee. 

asked Bob frankly what he thought about my general image this day and he 

said he th,o~t it was very gooq. and that he had been talk.iµg around 

to independents and that there was a very positive response to the 

possibility o:f' my being named. I think he was. being very direct and 

sincere, although Charlotte in her conversations indicated that she had 

not even considered the possibility that I could leave a Cabinet position 

to become a Senator. Actually, it' s kinda ironic -- few people i~ Minnesota 

have, and i:f' I really wanted this I should have moved more aggressively 

a good while ago. On the other hand, most people in Washington assumed 

that I will and should, and have an entirely different perspective in 

connection with it. 

Anyway, we got to the game and it was a beautiful day; .a tremendous 

crowd, and one of the most exciting football games I have ever seen~ 

felt a little bit silly. The photographers came down for pictures and 

that clown Miles ]prd had a sign "U.So Senate • Who?", but Jane jumped 

on him and told him to put it down and keep it down, talking to him like 

a little child, which he is, that the Republicans would like nothi~g mor~ • 

than to make us all. look ridiculous, and· he was goµig too· far. She 

succeeded and he did shut up and didn't use it any more .• 

After the game, which Minnesota squeezed by, we went· out to the 

Naftalin~ where Keith, Mondale and Lord all came. It wasa bit strained 

particularly where. Fritz is concerned. I did feel al.mo~ a little sorry 

I 



for him, and yet I couldn't help but think that his antagonism toward 

Sandy was based on Sandy's· expression that he should be the next Governor 

and was more qual~fied for it than Fritz. Here I naJD.ed Fritz in the 

first place and am certainly more qua~ifi~d for the Senate than· he i~, . 

btit Fritz doesn't look at that one this way. I ~xpect I could put a 

terrible squeeze on him and tei;i. h~- that I was entitled to. thfs and that 

·he o:u.ght to .move out of it, but I wouldn't do tha:(i, ~d I really think 

I shou.ld make· .clear :what. I want and then dQ it on the merits in terms of 

the good of the whole and if it isn't forthwoming why that's that. 

Jane and I had ,some ~ong talks. apc,ut it . It wassurely timely 

that we have this time together now before tq.is decision is made. On 

the way up she felt pretty much that we· ought to take it and. ~hat we could 

an'd that we could really do a job and in 2 years bring this thing back anq._ 
~ .. •R 

be in • a strong position. On ·the way back down from Minneapolis up here 

~gain last night she was 'thinking a bi~ 
1

d.ifferentiy. This was basically 

the product of the exposure-: Things are in a heck· of a niess here. Keith 

and Mondale are o~ • talking terms put at an arni-~:s le~gth. Karl Rolvaa.g, 

even making allowances for Bill Kubicek's bitter- criticism and antipathy, 

has ·done a miserable job. He really hasn't been here very_much. • Seem-

ingly you. can't even g~t a let1,;er answered in his office·. His cl9sest 

friends • can't get to see h~. He has· people. like Jim Rice ~d Bill J:~~ovell • 
. . 

in his office who without strong.direction apparently- 9.;re just :creating. 
. . .. ' •~ ' 

all kinds of pr6"61,ems. : •• ~e has. put on this kind. of pompous air of ·ut ~ 

Governor and a big sho:tr and r· demand my prerqgai?ives'' without the fol3:-ow,:· 

through • to cg~d the respe~t .in terms of the. ·pr~-gr~ that it would . c~ .:.-
••• .,,,,._ . . ' . . ·: ' ': -

·for·. Bill always comes back to the drinking, but· he .apparently has =cut · 



that out .- ·He has lost a _lot of weigh and looks . good. Wally Olson 
. . 

told-Tom that the ·office was a fright, that even legislators couldn't 

get an an8!1'er to a letter· and Karl's scheduling wa~ hopeless . He 

did say that Karl was not drinking now and I''m sure is both loya~ and 
··-

devoted to Karl and Fl~rence, and ~-h~~ to him, but he· did express_ that 

things wei:-en't like they used ·to be.· ~how it is a bad rough sit_uat:ton 

and as we went over it, it sounds easy for me t·o take. over and get the 

party' moving and pull everyone together; but I rather suspect that Karl 
. . 

would be. highly rese~t:f\tl if I became the dominant .• figul'_e. . He's been 

~o. 2 to me for a long time -- he revels in being No. • 1, and my being. 

a supplicant. Along that line, it was interesting at· the Naf'talins 

foll(?Willg the football game, when Miles Lord who was stiil bitter be~ause 

I didn-'t appoint him Supreme Court Justice pointed out how_the story .iµ., 

the paper about Fritz. Mondale was undoubtedly planted he impli~d that it 

was someone within the DFL without saying who,; ·said that Larry Fitzmorris 

had written it who was the. one they called i_n for ~uch hatc~et_ jobs and 

then_ indibated that ·:was ~hat was done to him and he was on the Supreme 

Court and off again when t~at story appeared. I reme$er that so well. 
I • , 

Miles was bucking for it, he knew that I didn't think he belonged on the 

Bench. I was going through the Mental Hospit_al at Faribault when the 

black headlines in the afternoon paper -~aid 11Lo_rd ·to get Judgeship". I 

then appointed Loevinger. Jane and I had him. and . Maxine over to the 

house ·for dinner and an evening before the fire to try and work it· a~i 

out, but it didn't work. He subsequently resigned as Attorney_·GeJieral 

.. add- the rest is history. In any event he ment~~ned tb:is :-and then said 

in almost a:s many worli.s that now I was a supplicant . I smiled at him 

and said, "Well, Miles, it's good for all of us to be. a supplicant from 



t~ to time", and then said, . "What made you think you were ever on the 

Court so· that you had to come off it?" _which I '_m sure was not lost on 

him. • •He is a funny fellow, but old John Noble was right years ago when 

he told me when I st.arted working with Miles that I would regret the day, 

that this man did not have a bit of loyalty in h~s makeau.p. 

In any event, we went on Saturday night over to the Larsons 

where we had a party with the Law firm gro11p and it was most enjoyable. 

Jerry Magnuson has grown a great deal. He really runs the i.aw firm today 

and both he and Leonard were ~e~y strong.in their.statements of how they 
,·: 

would like me to ~ome back. Jerry said he tho~t I <:>ught to go into 

business law, .not try law~uits again,· that I would have more to do than. 

I would lmow what to do with in short order should I come back. He always 

prefaced it with I should do what I would be most happy in doing. He's 
I, 

really a wonderful fellow .. The party dragged on at the La.rsons -- it was 

great f'un. Heaney came over with a f~iend of his from Iowa .. We _ended up 

at the Lindquists for a sauna and then into the lake which·was colder than 

Billy Blue Blazes. We drove home in a dense fog at 3:00 o'clock in the 

morning. . I had been drinking off and on since 4: 00 d clock in the afternoon 

so believe me I drove very, very slowly. We made it all right, and then 

to be~. Before I knew it, it was 9: 30 in the morning and I didn • t •• feel 
.. . 

so good on Sunday. I seldom drink th~t much any more, but -it dragged on 

and the result wasI felt lousy • on Sunday~. I got up and drove out to 

Bill Kubicek' s apartment where I talked with Jack, Steve., .and Kin_~sley 

https://strong.in


Holilan. • They were friendly, but the Teamsters and Jack in particular 

who is ·the prime _mover had already been contacted by Blatnik going 

way back to the Convention •and indicated that they would support him, 

although I think my contact will tend to blunt the edge of that support . 

They seemed to think my argument about the political realities made . 

sense . After Jack and steve left, ~giley Holman wanted to know what 
:• 

he could do and we went oyer the list of Party people who might be called 

and asked to interceded with. Karl making the political argument.· Frankly 

there weren't many. I had felt, but in this • instance felt sharply, 

what 4 year·s absenc.e can mean, to be perfectly fair l have done. little to 

try and keep up. contacts with ·the Party. In the bitterness of the defe~t, 

in the overwhelming demands of the new job, I've stayed put rather than 

back here. In retrospect, I think that was wise, but in retrospect also 

I should realize that especially after one has·been defeated in this cruel 

busines$ it doesn't take very long for. your.stature and your contacts 

and your position to melt away. I guess really I should be amazed that I 

~ve as many devoted friends and as strong a following as I do. For when 
... 

you get down to-the real issues, other pe0ple are calling the shots. 

Kubicek and Hemingway are working around· the fringes . G~orge Farr 

doesn't give much leadership ~d doesn't have much real follow through. 

There is no direction from the Governor's office. All in all things are 

in a pretty sad state of affairs. Karl has a tough legislative session to 

look forward to with a Republican House and Senate that will be out to 

get him, and the Republicans already .getting ready· for 1966. Magretta wi~l 

certainly run for the Senate. Jack Jorgensen told me that • Judg~ Ri1:1,ger 
' . . .,. 

said they already had a $25,000 campaign kitty for _him. ·There will, pea 

number ready to g~. after the Governorship and· the Republican Party w:i.11 



/ 
1. be stimulated rather than seriously hurt by the Goldwater vs. liberal 

Republican battle~ It wonI t cut too deeply here, • I think.. Therefore, 

1966 ~s not very prolrlsing. We are wagering an a~ully lot to. come in 

here under. questionable circumstances and take the chance of a bad 

beating in light of what will certainly be an ~ffective Senatorial 

Candlildate, an ineffective Governor candidate, and a very miserable political· 

situation. Jane almost .said last night that weI d be· a lot wiser to sit 

this one out and to ca:rry forwai-d our work in the next ·cou:ple of years 

which will be interesting and stimulating. She may very well be right. 

She concluded it, hew ever, by saying whatever I want~d she was· for it 

and I know she will be~ At least ~e:•ve had ple~ty of chance to discuss 

it out and now we have soaked in it enough the alternatives become more 

clear. 

The uncertain dimension of course is actually what the President 

will do and how he will react to our program e-fforts, how much ice ·we 

ca.n cut there, as I 've related a dozen times . 

Saturday, special delivery, there came in a Memorandum to the President 

prepared by Jim Sundquist as a product of our preelectioft policy review 

in the Department . It called on the President to ask that the Department 

be renamed "Food, Agriculture and Rural.Affairs" and.be given a specific 
. . . 

assignment of trying to bring to rural America progr~ which can shape the 

economic changes that are taking place and make an effective attack on 

poverty there. I got up this morlll:ng. and worked on that a while and .th:en 

called Charlie Murphy and told to him. and _Jim for almost an hour and it 

will be reshaped and sent o~ to the President .. i~ the pouch thi·s ~eek. In 

a week or so 1·will have_a pre~ty good idea as to h~ we're going to move 



on the W~shington front. In the meantime, I do have a call in for 

Bob Hess of the State AFL-CIO ... I·' ~l tell him wha;t I intend to do. 

•Karl knows. He's gone now for· a week. He' 11 have to· make the decision 

an~ I think I: won't do much else. We ~--11: see ~hat happens. In the 

.meantime it••s good to be her~. I'-11 do a little work now on my book 

a little reading, browsing and thinking. It so helps _to g~t ·.back 

perspective . Enough for now. 

''l'he I phone just • r~ and I vent up_·to tak~ a. call from Bob Hess. 

I related to him my interest·· in the Senator ship thing and then moved it 

around into the channels of Minnesota•· s domestic poli ticaJ. problems· and 

what· I might be -8:~le to do by way of bringing forces t~gether and being 

a part of the strongest possible ticket. He was not at • all responsive. 
. ' ' 

First of all he challenged. ·pome of my statements, to wit, the contest 

between Mondale and Ke.1th and felt it wasn't really too serious and. that 

at the ~igh~ time they would pull together. He went further than I did 

_in expressing the frustrations about Karl, and said Karl couldn't have 
- . 

gotten elected if he .had rull th~s t~ even with 4oo,000 vote majori tr ·.of 

LBJ. He referr.ed to the people. in the plants and when I asked him· why 

they didn't like Karl, he said h~ was _mostly the people ~n the Party. 

told him some of the same peop+e who .said _Karl was doing so poorly now 
! . . . . 

had sa.id he could ~ever get elected, ·and he responded to the contrary on 
. ' 

that pointing out people like· Steve Quigley who ~ad said he cou;J,.dn't get 

elected b·efore and were.vith him now. He didn·'t elabor~te mu.ch8:bout 
·-

Karl's weakness, but showed his frustrations, indicated Karl;- mi'ght build 

back. He finally said that Blatnik or myself could .prob~bly • get elected 

I 
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on a state-wide race, but he .doubted if Karl could, and felt that 

Mondale would be· the best candidate. _He half' ~way· apo~g-~~ze~ for 

not being for me·by saying that he .had told Tomtha~_. he wa~ really for 

MonaaJ.eand that Tomhad said that Ir really hadn't made up my lllind .. 

·I told him that was right but now i
! 

had. He washalf ;_way apologiz~ng . 

but not really-. He went so far as jto say ·that I would; have problems 

-as a carpetbagger because I had be~n gone in Washingt~n for 4 years. 

This seems a bit incredible to me, but it was rath,e:r typlcal of his· 

general attitude which was not warm, friendly or responsive at all. 

Clearly he is not in my c~rner on this one. I doubt if' he would have 

been in any event. He is interested ill:holding the seat . as he said 

and not in any i:i;idi,ridual's.personal ambition, which was not said in 

any· way negative where I am c~ncerned. • All in all it was not a very . 
~ 

e:nthusiastic ··reception and I think it rather typifies 'What I found 

generally, that no one at this point is standing up ·and saying won't you . 

please come and be a candidate. This will be the way and what I want ... •.. ... . ,• 

I'm going to have to ask for, mariuever for, and f'ight fo~ unless circum­

stances shape themselyes to::. there is no one else who could possibly do 

it and that. will. not come about.· until and· unles·~ a dis_aister hits this 

DFL· Party. For the time being there's lot :of. ~al~zit. and lots or problems 

but no. one is _going to come seeking me out to solve the problems· or to 

provide ~h~ talent . It's good to know this . In any event I've done what 

I could. I migh~ ·have moved sooner, but i~ proba'.bly vouldn 't have made 
. . . 

any difference . A defeat~ed cand.i,date gone 4 years· is an old shoe. This 

conversation reaffirmed -that ~act.rather dramatically. 



~ovember 21:, ·1964 -- 11:00 p,m. I'm home in my:little office. A 

great dea.1 has happened since I'-ve last dictated. I just got in about 

two hours ago from the LBJ Ranch and.a very ·hectic week end. I flew from 

there by helicopter into Austin for a quick press conference and then back 

by Jet star with Sylvia Porter the financial columnist. It was <auite an 

ex,perience. • I came home fl.ustrated., kinda heart~ick., exhausted, and just 

had time to see Mike out the door 
. 

for his evening 
. 
date -- Jane is in Calif-

ornia making some Freedom fran .. Hunger speeches and Connie is at American 
-

University for the night. I rushed down to my office and I've been hard 

at it for 2 hour·s, organizing and shuffling papers. 

I spent a good part of last week after our return from our week in 

Minnesota getting up to date on budget • and program in preparation· for a 

session with the President. He has been calling various Cabinet officers 

• ( • down to the ranch to confer Yith him, beginning right after the election 

with McNanara., Rusk, et al. I don't know how much conferring they got in 

but I got in almost none. A~lly he plays a little game for he wants the 

press to al.ways think that he is working very hard and to set the stage 

accordingly, and then he does a good share of pla.ying. This 1~ certainly 

all right but the farce of :"tell em how hard I'm 1rorking 11 is ~' part of the 

hyprocacy of this man. 

It's been kind of a disheartening week end. I. flew out with Humphrey, 

following a c·abinet meeting which was held on Thursday, November 19. It 
. . 

was Humphrey's first. He looked at meand we smiled at each other. It was 

J.ike the ~irst time we sat .in the Governor's box at a Minnesota football 

game. He, of course., was very quiet. : He came in with the . President. He 

toid me that the President had climbed all over him already on two counts. 

( 



First, that Humphrey apparently had announced even before Rolvaag the
( 

appointment · of Mondale . Apparently Humphrey had kn.own this was to come 

and had told his office to release a statement. They gave it. to one of 

the press fellows who released it prematurely, a~d the President told him 

to. slo:w down that super kinetic public relations OJ?eration of his. Also, 

that he had asked Hwnphrey to talk to Walter· Heller who left the Govern­

1ment now about some kind of eorisulting arrangement and that lealted, too, 

and· apparently upset· Gardner Ackley. Here Humphrey ·was innoc~nt . I 'm 

sure Walter Heller who has a good measure of ego probably told_someone· in 

the press that. Anyway, it makes it clear that the President is aware of 

Humphrey's tension to jump for the headlines and is moving to st~ it out 

but quick. I certainly can't blame him tor that.· 

Anyway, we had a nice ride out· in the Jet star following the Cabinet 

meeting which really didn't amount to much. He urged that we strengthen our 

Legi~lative Liaison. We had a lit_tle general pitch about the budget and 

that was about it. It was mostly, I think, a meeting for show before he went 

down to Texas. I did have a chance to talk to Humphrey a bit about agriculture 

and he was ·very r~sponsive. I went over 
.. 
the mate~ial for 

. 
his speech with him, 

checked a btt with him on ··budget. I in the meantime was loaded to the _gills 

for I had been going over the budget·, getting from various agencies of the 
. . . . . 

Department summaries,. going through the manpower ceilings and our_p~rformance, 

worlq.ng out the numbers on the-various commodi~y programs, preparing.brief_ 

memoranda on _all three of the 3.;.dimentional commodity .programs,. I really had 

a·load of material and worked very hard, going back to the office on Wednesday 

night and. staying ve~y ~ate trying-to catch up, despite. the fact I.haven't· 
~ . . • . 

felt too good this week f'o~ as usual upon our ret'U:I"n on the 12th of November 

that night I dove right in to·accumula:t;ed wo~k and wqrked very hard on the 
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13th and also on the l~th trying to catch up. _We had then some speeches 
' . 

to make, and Jan~ went wi~h me,·going to Atlantic City for the ~range 
. . 

on· ·the 16th and then into Philadelphia ·whe~e I met with the Board ~f 

Governors of the new Food· Academy at st. _;roseph' s college, ·some ·of the top 
. • . . . 

people in the food wor.ld and.spent several hours over lunch reviewing the 

whome gamut-of trad.e, agriculture, marketing, et al with thein. This·was 

·sponsored by a young man by the name of Jim O'Connor who is quite delight-

ful and sharp .as they come._ ·r .think it was a feather in his cap to have 

the • Secre~ary of Agricult_ure there and it did give me some·· exposure to some 

very influential . thought ·leaders in :particularly tlie retai.l field. I 

enjoyed it and apparently it went extremely well, and the· reports were that 

they were quite impressed and ha.d a somewhat different idea now about the -

Secretary of Agriculture, and even about Democrats. In tl+e meantime, Jane 

layed a cornerstone for the new building. This is a concept of'_ an academy to 

concentrate on food-marketing which has not been done anywhere else and this 

Jim O'Conner apparently conceived the idea. He called on me several years 

ago about it and we gave him encouragement but not much else, but he went 

ahead,. raised money, pu~ it together and now it's.quite a thing. "I th~n spoke 

-that night at a Freedom from Hunge~ ba.:nquet. commemorating th~ wee:k and was. 

informed that in Ke~edy City in Boga-e.a, Columbia, the Board of Governors is 

going to build a cafeteria which is desperately needed in that suburban area 
.• ' 

and name it the 11Jane and Orv:ille_Fr~eman Cafeteria 11 in honor of·our work in. 

the Food for Peace .field. This i's • most touching. I didn't make a very good 

speech. The text was good but . somehow· I was flat. I guess I was just tired. 

• It's ocB:d-- the night before in a crowd that. •s much les~ important and 

frankly not very stinnilating, I took a text which again was good, although 

not nearly as ~xciting, and did a very sharp and effective job. One never 

knows .. 



Anyway, we flew back 'l'uesday night and.got in_quite late and then I 
. ' 

~ove hard.all day Wednesday and back to the office until after midnight 

and· then on Thursday flew 'to St. Paul. • Once again the GTA banquet was • a 
·,. ' ' . • . . . 

miserable mess . I've ·been to the ~st thre·e or four of those now and every 

time I'm emba~assed and I end up flustrated and a~gry. This time ·Thatcher 

had been made all kind of speeches about producmng more, prod~cing_for the 

world, feeding the world, following the Can~dian wheat progr~ and a lot 

of other nonsense that made absolutely no kind of sense. I think more or 

. less • inadvertently Humphrey dri~ed ,-into __the same general area. He was 

trying to be very • car~fp:l because he didn I t want to say mu.ch and get in 

trouble w:i.th LBJ. He couldn I t restst, h.owever, and took off into the whole 

question of food and food use and wha~ a wonderful instrument it.was and 

before he got through inadvertently corrQborated·what Thatcher had said. 

It all made me so angry ·that I got out of the~e fairly quickly before I said 

some things .I shou.ldn •·t, although I did say to the yo'l.l.gg man beginning to 

write agriculture for the Minneapolis paper that this was preposterous and • 

that Thatcher's attack on the Commodity Credit Corporation and the deman~ 

of 120 percent resale was purely so t.hat they could get their· wareho\l,ses 

filled ~ again ·with surplus grain so they could make a .. killing. and in 

this case Thatcher was stooging for tha·grain ~ndustry in generai. 'I proba~~ 

shouldn't have gone that far, but he promised me he wouldn't cite me and that 

it would be off the :r;ecord.· Pwa,yne Andreas and· some others say not to pay 

much attention that that isn't going far and there really isn't any real 

campaign, ' that it 1-s . just. Thatcher, but it still irks m~~r ~t I s irresponsible; 

Humphrey panders to it. It •·s the wrong dialectic and all. it does is confuse 

people . A_.nywayI was frustrated and a bit ~PPY when Jimmie Dougherty took 
' '" ' 

me out to M::>ther's where we visited a while.and I got a reasonable night's 

https://yo'l.l.gg


I 

......... _•: 

, .sl~ep, leaving by the Jet plane to fly direotly.to the LBJ Ranch. 

arrived there about 1:00 o'clock, ~orking feverishly a11· the way on the 

plane, .to go over the material and I was about as well pr.~pa,rec:t as I can 

ever remember to answer every conce.i vable question or inquiry that might 

come to the President's .. niind. He and Mrs. Johnson weren't ba·ck yet. They 

were in~ugurating a President of a college, _so they showed me· to my room 

and I ~diately continued IDY,work_and.preparation unt~l they returned. 

We then had our lunch and it was f_airly pleasant -- my sit.ting ·to the right 

of Mrs. Johnson who is as sweet as she can be -- the President with Sylvia 

Porter·on the other end, talking as Jane 'says with his.mouth full as he 

gulped down his food and layed all over the table.- The rest of us were. 

st~ll eating when he got up and yawned and said he was going to have a nap 

anq. just walked out. Lady Bird then took stew Udall, who ·was still there 

having come· in · the day before, and myself and Homer Thornberry, former Con­

gressman and now judge, for a ride around the ranch, looking at some land 

across the ~iver which is in the process of being set aside for a park. I 

was surely impressed with how much .. she knew about t~e land and the nature 

of the grass, the animals, the way the land. had been cared for. She told me 
. . 

of the 'fine wo~k that ·the Soil C_~nservation people had done_ in advising ·them 

so they could have the proper k~d of t~rracing and hold and dire.ct water. 

There were quite a number of water retentionpl.aces both for cattle and apparently 

some large enough for fishi:rg·;w;hi-ch in years past the children had done. All 

in 

wo

all it· ws a delightful ride.~ When we returned 

rking a bit at his ~esk, and my efforts ·at that 

the 

time 

President 
. 

to elicit 

was 

any 

up; but 
. 

kind 

of a· discussion.with him proved.~successful.. 

st~ Udall then·l~ft and we fiddled around· doing not' much of anything 

until finally weleft by helicopter to this Judge M:>rdant, I think his name 

is, where h~ met us and Sylvia Porter, ~dy Bird,~self and-he got ·in a car 

wi~h Secret· Service peopl~ in cars behind and went for a drive through hfs 

ranqh looking for deer~-
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Again the same shortness, the same crudeness and thoughtlessness this( 
. ' ' 

man has for the people around him came out ~ He bellered several times into 

the communications system to one of the· Secret Service guys,. "Did he have 

that package?" Then we stopped.o,;i top of the hill to get a drink and he was 

quite irked because the drink wasn't ·forthcoming rapidly enough. By the 

same token when he was backing a little cart· out from their breezevia,y, which 

we all rode in as he drove us to the helicopter, and ].,ady Bird spoke up 

that he was going to bump the house, why he just told her to sit quiet and 
....~·--:•\.•· '. 

keep her mouth shut, and she did just· that . She' s an angel. A lovely lady, 

indeed. 

In any event, this was· fun. We saw deer running through the woods 

mingli~g sometimes with the cattle and sheep and there seemed to be really 

quite a few of them. We came up· one hill and we saw them outlined on the 

horizon, the President took the scope, rifle, and fired at what must have 

been close·to 600 yard anci I think he hit the animal. We drove up and looked 

for it but didn't find it. 

We then went to the Judge·' s home where we had a couple of more drinks 

and some conversation. This was really the highlight of the whole trip for 

it was about the only time I ~eally bad a ch~ce to talk with him. We talked 

a bit about the budget and agricultural programming and I told him quite 

frankly that the Bureau and the ·council were anti'-agricu.lt~al, didn't under­

stand it and he seemed to agree. ·I told him our problem with t~budget•with 

the fiuctuation of yields and also the tendency to·also take the lowest 

possible yields in order to get the budget down as low_ as possible when its 

submitted to Congress and then each time we come along to a mid-year review 
. . ' 

and we look terrible because we're up a billion·dollars and he. seeme~ to under-

1-< . : stand that . The conversation ·then spread and ~ot _to the overall question 



of the economy· and Sylvia Porter got a. bit involved in it. It became 

clear that. the President was deeply apprehensive, and he. had mentioned this 
. . 

at Cabinet, with the situation in the United Kingdom. The new Wilson Govern-

ment had come in.· Even before they took office there had been a run on the 

pound and apparently they_took some actions whic:h they ha~ been committed to 

in the campaign, such as nationalizing steel, also making good on a commitment 

to inci.ease _social_security and this allegedly contributed to the run on the 

,·-:,.•• pound. The President adamently said ·he wasn't going to allow that to _happen,·: 

that this was no time to go too far, too fast. He then _proceeded to say that 

he .didn't think that Goldwater had lost the election, nor did he think he 

had won it in the campaign proper, but rather in the· first few months when 

he had taken over firmly, acted moderately and brought all people togethe~ 

and demonstrated that he was trying hard and that there was aunidd.le ground· 

and that .all of thi.s added up to a good, general, reponse of the public; that 

they were willing to give him a chance to go further. He was very emphatic 

that it would be a mistake to go too fast. He '68.id he had seen a President 

try and do that, I think he said that at a Cabinet meeting, and he apparently 

meant Roosevelt and· the Court Plan, ~d after· doing so had alienated Congress 

so badly he never could pass anything else. ·He also did say at the Cabinet 

meeting to Bill Wirtz that we must keep in touch with ~orge Meany for the 

campaign to repeal the "right to work" proviso in the Taf'ti Hartley Act, making 

it legal for the states .to have it is the No. 1 on Labor's list and he is 

urging that they wait a while and get around to that after som~ other things 

are done before Congress gets alienated and antagonized.· I think he's right 

on this, and that was the same time that he told us that· our· most_ important 
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person was our legislative representative, ·that we ought to get a good one, 

take good care of him, and really do a job in keeping these Congressmen 

lined up. Anyway, he went on to einJ?hasize that point very strongly and to 

make references again and again to the U .K. I pointed· out tcb him that the 

United Kingdom and the United'states' are two different things and I didn't 

think the analogy was too solid a one, but· I don't think I made any ·impression 
- . . ,; 

at all. Sylvia Porter said to me the next day she thought he was warning 
~ . 

me then, and she used. the word "warning", that he was going to get that 

budget down, that I needed to ·get mine down, and he wasn't going ove~ any 

one hundred billion dollars~ She told me coming in that she was appalled 

and kinda shocked, more twµi kinda shocked really shocked., kinda insulted too 

because he never really· d_;id sit down and ~_all: to her se~iously about these 

ma.tters but rather kinda shoot a· question and then listen a bit and then get . 

off onto sqmething else without ever going at it systemmatically. In any 

event in this particular conversation he had said something to the effect, 

speaking to the Judge, that he knew how it was that after all when you wanted 

to get a girl you didn't grab hold of her and say let' s jump in bed that you 

at least started out at her knee and moved your. hand ~P her leg slowly. 

Apparently he had.used this figure of speech a few other times and Sylvia was 

_quit·e appalled with it-. Actually, she is something of' a "bird". She writes 

an awfu.J.ly good column., is a good economi_st., is apparently· smarter than a 

'Whip but in many ways quite odld and in others quite nice. I had dreaded the 

thought of the airplane ride back with her but actually we had a nice conver­

sation and it was interesting to get her appraisal of· the President. She 
. 

. thought that he was a crude, cruel man., but that he wou.1d be. a 
-

great President 

and ·as nearly as I could see it was because he ·had his eye on the ball and 

. that nothing wasgoing to--get in ·his_ way,and because people re~lly didn't 
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matter, it ~s really only reaching his objectiv~ -- but s~e also said she 
. ' ' . 

felt he really was quite sincere about poverty and· the· Great Society -and to 

make his place in history and that he would. At the same tinie she was 
. . 

appalled· by.his uncouthness, his bad manners, and all; the rest, and "rticu-

larly infuriated at his disorderliness, failure to really systemmatically 

review matters with her . 

. _For my part coming . home I was pretty frustrated, too. For after we 

returned from the. Judge's place wi~h some little conversation on the helicopter 

about the Templesman barter _matter together with J~ck Valenti, wl;len I did feel 

for the first time some kind of rapport with this man and a litt·1e warmness, 

~hy he sa'."down· for-~ few minutes, discussed a little bit more with Sylvia 

Porter and then le:f't the room. Apparently, to go to bed. • He never said, aye, 

yes, or no, to me what~oever. Lady Bird came up and said that she was going 
. ' 

to turn iri that she was tired, and that we should go to bed when we felt like 

it, and that we should just ca11· the kitchen in the morning and theJ,r would 

bring us something to eat on a tray in our room" Sh_e was as always as. sweet 

and gracious as she. could be. I sat and talked with Sylvia for _a little while 

about the EEC and International Trade, but she was getting a bit loaded and 

I thought for once maybe I' 11 get a night' a·sleep. So I • drifted into the 

President's office, went over.our Foreigq Agriculture meD19randu.ma bit with 

Dick Goodwin and with Jack Valenti and finally ·did. g~ up to bed about 11;00 

o t clock. I read a b_t:t and went to sleep, only to awaken at 3: 00 with a real bad 

stomach. I haven't had that bad spamns ~ for quite a.l{hile. I didn't go . back 

to sleep. I lay there for an hour,· got up and took ·ahot ·shower, some pills, 

went back to bed again, ,finally drifted ou··. When I awakeneci about 6: 50 for. 

· I had set my wrist alarm. for I thought it's possible ·thij. President _miglit· be up· 



•. early cause he is often an early riser and Tony Celebrezze had told me that· 

he had gotten up at 6:30 and ~one for a long walkwith him the .week before 
. • ~ • 

. . ' . 

and had- a ••chance to • have a real. talk. After all, that 1 ·swhat I was down· there. 
. . '• . • . . '. 

for and I . .a;i.rea:dy had seen· a day slip away so-· I wanted t~ t~ke· ad.vantage of •= 
~ . . 

. . . . 

every opportunity for I did want this chanc~ to talk with him. • Anyway, I 

was the only one up. I drifted around ibhe house a_ while, the~e wasn't even 

any k?-tchen help, and finall.y_walked down the road.· It ·was a magnificent morn­

ing -- cold, it had dropped to almos.t freezing, but "the place is loveiy with 
. . . • 

the ranch house very co:m:f'ortable. They've got a sound system throughout ·wi.th 

soft music, air conditioning, generally lovely facilities, very beautifully 

set up -- not ..extravagant, but comfortable, and just plain nice. 

The night before when we had been ridi~g on the Mordoc Ranch, there 

was a purely magnificent sunset with the oddest cloud formation and the brightest 

color I've seen in a long time. In any event, I t_ook a quick one, came back in 

and went back again to going over, reviewing, and organizing the papers and 

briefs, budgets and figures, because I figured any time that the President would 

come down and· we'd get into this conference. He didn't come and he didn't come. 

Other people finally began to come down about 10:30. Sylvia Porter came in 

and I had a little breakfast with her ~nd we visited a-bit. Then about 11:30 a 

Hog arrived. It seems ·that the President said something in Iowa about a hog 

and so they had a contest about who should give him one and the !owa people who 

won that contest had- driven to make the presentation and all the reporters 

came out from Austin. George Reedy _told the President· that it should only take 

a moment and then he ·could get on·with his business that he had arranged for 

the place, although the people stood around and froze for almost an hour before 

he came down. Supposedly he had been on the telephone all morning in his offic~, 

t,,_ hard to tell. In the ·meantime, ,n,,·wo~d of any kind . to me; and when ·he came down 



and I said, "Good Morning", and tried to pass,the time of day, why he was 

rather abrupt, or at least certainly not re,sponsiv~. Jack Valenti got us 

,to -walk out in front of the ranch and lean over a fence for, a picture to be 

taken of our allegedly conferring and it ~sat that point that I mentioned 

Ball's desire to issue , a public; statement urging ,Erhard and the Germans to 

accept a co~n grain price and how I thought th:i.s wasa serious mistake and 

ought not to 
.. 

be ·followed. He didn't respond.aye,- yes, or ij.O to that whatso-

ever. We then walked back to tJ:ie pig ceremony, ·but rather than closing it 

out at that with some nice wor¢is to the people and showing them around a·little 

bit, we then started on an excursion that took two solid hours. We went 

out t~ his own pigs, chased thei;n. ~11 over the· pen until we could get a picture-: 

taken,. went to every pasture ·r think he has, had a picture taken with practically 
(\ 

every an~l he owns, there were at least a half_dozen of them, went to the 

rebuilt ranch house where he was born, ~d all in all.dragged the matter out 

driving all over the piace for two solid hours. By this time it was almost 

l: 30. I was supposed to be in Austin at l: 00, and if I. didn't get there before 

3:00, we'd miss all deadlines. 

In the meantime., as we rode ·along we had some conversation. He started 

~ut by saying., and the Iowa people were in the car at the same time, "Now., 

0rrtlle, you ought to get this organized and get a half' _a dozen of these 

0ongressmen and make up your mind you':re going to have them out to your house 

at least once a week until you get them all lined up and be sure the -other 
' . 

Cabinet Members do too. We got on the budget just a bit. I told him that 

ours was down a billion dollars in fiscal. '65 than the year before, but that 

we were roughly requesting a billion more for this year~ J:Ie didn I t actualiy 

fuss at this, he didn't even speak bac~ to me very sharply, but he indicat~d 

that we really had to get this down, although he didn't meniiion anything in 



particular. I had a· memorandum in 'his hand about Rural America calling • 

< for a change in the Departni~nt 's name • and .for ~ome statements on his part 

designating specifically_the Department's·respon~ibility in the who;te ~al 

America area. He said well he thought that mi_ght be all right but he d.idn' t 

know about the name change and let that one go. at that . He then mentioned 

a po~sible tour and authprized me -to say something about it. He referre.d 
• I 

several' times to the fact that· Uimll had said he was ·the first rancher-

President s:1t1ce Teddy Roosevelt B.Ptd he seemed to like that· very· much~ All 

of this as we piled in and ou~. of the car. I told him· that Gordon and· the 

Council people didn't understand agricul~ure'or ·care, and he agreed with that, 

but we had to do somet~g to get this down, wasn't there some new kind of a 

farm program that :we e.ould work out that would do· it, He· also· urged me to 

try and get everyone together -- said he would be willing to have them over_ 

to the White House -- and I should try and bring the Farm B':11'eau into the 

fold, • and he inquired as to whether Humphrey might not see them and I said 

well maybe but certaini.y not publicay; and he • hastened to say, "Oh, no." • 

I've dictated a memo to him already. t_onight, motivated in . part by that. 

If Humphrey gets to fooling around with the Farm Bureau why my s~oc~ in trade 

around will drop to zero and. my pos:i. tion will be seriously eroded. In any 

event, by the time we got through this fantastic tour· during -the course of 

which he had called on the car· intercom_ and· told Lady Bird that there would 

be 15 more people for l~ch, to get some h,amburgers, it was.getting on 

towards 2:00 o.'.clock. 'All I could do was race up _to my room and begin chang­

ing clothes and packing. So' he came in and stood there· talking i;o me while 

I shaved and back into the room, .and while I changed clothes and dressed. 

Jack Valenti came up·and said he·should be doing such and such and he said 

no he had to talk to me. He seemed a· little bit disturbed at this point and 



at least was doing me the courtesy of coming to where I was and talking 

·a little bit as I pack~d to leave. So perhaps· it was just his way of not 

• planning and doing what came naturally, in this case what he wanted. to do 

in touring the farni, although it was Sylviai s judgment,. and we discussed 

it in the plane, that he just simply didn't.want to talk to me about this 

and so ayoided doing so ·-- that· would b.e a kind of Humphrey technique. 

He did in this discussion say what could we do about -cotton 

and that it was terrible that a certain few. cotton growers got .. such big 

subsidies and I point.ed out to· him very quickly a little of the· philosophy 

of' the program, but he pe~sis~ed and said after all ·those pemple didn't do 

much for us in t~e election and there are going to be some of them from 

Georgia talking to him and he was goin~ to put the needle into them, that 

maybe we could cut something out ·there. He could be right·, and I '11 take 

• ·) a look at the cotton l?rogram. 

He al~o talked about REA and the fact that the RFA in his area had a­

big ~alance that they were loaning out at high interest rate~ and paying. 

low interest rates for it and still trying to get more loan money.· Inter­

estingly enough.he didn't want me·to look into this, he didn't want.me to 

stir it up, ·he just made it a statement of fact and I told him it wasn't 

true that if' any REA was holding back money and investing anyt:th.ing beyond .their 

necessary operating reserves whic~ we quite· strictly limited they are acting 

improper;i.y_ and I'd like to knaw about it.· He backed off at that~ 

Well, then I raced down the s.tairs and dried to get my-papers collected 

and then out I went, taking just a few of the 1-page specific points and 

giving it to him and. asking him to please read it 'Which of course he said. 

he would do, but which I doubt • very much he' 11° get to, although I must say 

(~J · on occasion he comes forth with ·something which shows he h~s read some of 

. the things I've sent along. 
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rn·any event, off w~ went:-- George Reedy, Sylvia Porter and myself 

into a helicopter and I feverishly tried to-work something around so I 

could get some benefit· from a iheeting with a.11 the National Press, the. 

kind of exposure that· I se,ldom have ·a chance_ t·o get,· but -it wtitsn't possible. 

I hadn't cleared the new RADapproach ade~uately to. say much.about it .. We 

hadn't gotten into ·the foreign ~uestion whatsoever.· ~e- hadn't had a chance 

to discuss exports and so all r coµld do was to relate a kind of progress 

report together with the information about the trip that he planned to make 
. . . 

some time in the future. ':('hey got ·into budget a bit, ~ and I ·merely said that 
. . ' ' 

we would try and hold ·and not go over despite the· fact that Congress had. 

enacted a good deal more legislation, that the President was pressing hard 

on the budget. 1-zy'speeches on farm and farnl; .. accomplishments fell on· dead 

ears as they usually do and I left the pr~ss·conference feeling pretty dra.gged 

out and prett'y frustrated and disgu_sted. Here I'd gone down to Johnson City, 

I'd worked like a slave to get ready, and this man had not even paid me ·the 

court~sy of sitting down literally and giving me his undivi.ded atten~ion for 

even 10 minutes during the whole week end. 

I feel a little better now, __bu~--as I said to· Sylvia I almost felt like 

resigning and she said I ..certainly must not do that and all ·the nice little 

things and apparently meant it. .And as· I reflect on it further the real purpose 

.. of this i·s to put on a show -- actually to help each of us·, because it does 

enhance~our.prestige as we are called d~ for conf~rences, if the conferences 
. . . . . 

aren't forthcoming, and I gather from seine of the others there wasn't much 

of a conference either, why so be· it. He really didn't push me too hard .. 

Whether he intentionally avoided me it ·is hard to tell. ·He op~rates in a funny
' ~ . . . .. 

way as o~e of his· very· good friends who apparently live_s most of the time at 



( _the ranch_: said to methis mornin·g, yes his D.lind and his methods are very 
. . 

strange sometimes, and they are. It ·was interesting that Sylvia who also 
. .. . .- . • - . \ ' 

felt quite insulted because on an or~zed basis· she didn't feei that she 

had had an opportunit;r to talk o;r:-to express herself in.the area where ·she 

feels,. and I think properly so, she has·_real. expertise, but by the_. . same token. . 

she felt great· respect for the llBn. Fra.nkl.y,I _guess _I do ·too, although 
. . 

I _certainly don't feel 811Y liking, and now as· ire ·get into this budget question,_ 

the manner of legislation, the things t_hat _I know ne~d ~o 'be done," why I'm 

going to play the· game in ~erms of getting done ~~t I_ think ought tb be done 
... :· I:. : ·-. ~ • 

properly and appro~_iately and I Im not • goi~ to hesitate and shape some 

political forces including some that might make him a·bit uncomfortable. 

I don't f;el like I did with- Kenned:J' •• I' would have felt di~onest and acting 
. . . 

improperly to ~ very far along that direction· with him. But· it seems to me 

that Johnson·is playing-a game with me -- -!·don't really know what he ·1s 

thinking -- I don't ·feel that he levels with meat all. He listens. and then 

doesn't.comment, doesn't giire any r~l-direction, and therefore I_certainly 

don't harve the feeling that I'm acting improperly if I do a little.maneuver­

ing-_and politicing like he's doing on the side. 

Jane and I returned from our vacatio1i' in the -w:oods, feeling really 

av:full.Y.· good.- It wasa fine period.· We sl~pt, and read, and dro~, ~d 
'·· • • • • • .;_ • i_ 

rea.lly.th~~oughly en.joyed it ·and.each other and.talked out a bit ab~ut the 

:f'uture. I've been over • this pretty much *~d:,,. but: I think by the· time we 

got· home when I ·vent back to wrk in the Department feeling good and also 

:_.again feeling so impressed with the ·peopl~ in the· Department, their leader.:. 

ship and their loyalty and. their ability and the- opportmµ.ty to do things, 

• it raised a real doubt as. to whether I should leave.· .I said the t:irst_ morning 

( __· back ·in. rlaff that. I expected to be S~cret~y of !',gric~ture for a 1011g time 
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to come and they applauded with real enthusiasm. As·,r· ha~ expec"9ed, this 

g~~ into the newspapers. The ~ext mor~ing it was in the'New York fim.es 

,and then ou~ in Minneapolis and I. moved then into a po~i~ion, where whether 

.I did or didn't get the offer ~r' the appointment.it.would not ~e too embarrass­

i~g. W~ll· on Tu~sd.a.y when we were in Philadel~hia the decision was made. 

After I finished ··speaking we were over in the Mo:tel: picking .thi.ngs up·, why 

I bad a call from th~ T/V.station .wh~ ·wanted· to take som~--voic.e tape and I 

gave ,.it to them and theri .they· ~sked if I had any_ ,9_omment about. the appointment 

of Mondale.:for the Senate:.: I said the usu.al words,- and- then eaid when did 

the word come in and had them read me the wire. Bitthe time we came ·home 

I ta~ed to-Tom Hughes and Tom had already called to congratui.ate Fritz and 

talked to Rolvaag. For my part I did feel disappointe4, not bitter, but 

really rather disappointed and really furious that Rolvaag had not even given 

me the courtesy of· calling me. about it himself. t did call Fritz -and· con­

gratulated him and he seemed very pleased and relieved and said ~here -wa.s 

no one whose regard and respect he treasured more than mine. Then Karl 

came on and -I just mentioned to him that I wou.l~·have appreciated hearing 

it ahead of time and he said oh he was so pressed he_ really wasn't able to 
. . . 

do it,- and then said this was a hard thin~- to do· and he knewit wo"l1:ld make 

a difference 'between us and he was sorry; and I said no that he had made the 

de~ision and· I could understand, and I really didn· 1 t ~eel unhappy about it 

except I was unhappy about his though~fe.ssness, and he said well Freeman 

I love you and seemed to be greatly relieved. and that was about it. I felt 

kind.a depressed the next day. I guess it's best· this way, but it would have . . 

been nice to be able to take- that and c·atty it to the President and have -

him ask me. ~o stay. Apparently Karl dj_d call the President and talk to him 

about ·it. Apparently there was some conve~sation with ~he P~esident . He 

said, I guess, that if Karl _was concerned about_ my having a job, he shouldn't 



C because he intended that I ·should stay. But I am staying now, as I guess 

the others are, 
I 

at his instance rather than at his request or selection 

which makes it a bit different. But in any ·ev~t, the Senator ~thing is 

settled and maybe it's all- for the best. It would have been quite a chore 

to go back and campaign. It would have been quite ·a challenge, too, after
• • and 

the last· week end,/ seeing once again how it Is going- to be 'to work with 

this man why I can't help but feeling maybe that's what we should have tried 

to do. But that's how it was don.e and it doesn •t look like we 're ever 

going to be United states Senator. 

Well, I've been home here now about 3 1/2 hours and I've been down in 

this of-f'ice the whole time. It's getting on towards 12. Guess I'll go up 

and have a lit~le -ice c~eam, take a hot shower, get in bed and read a lilile 

and see if' I can get relaxed . and get a night'. s sleep before- tomorrow. Sobei t. 

One more point in going over my notes, it seems to be quite clear that 

a $100 billion budget amount is s~nrosanct . He did say to me that he was 

gdng to do a few things that would be dramatic .but would not cost too much, 

naming the Saline water thing that Udal,l announced, and some highway beauti­

fication things which, as he said, didn't cost much. It seemed quite clear 

that he is going to hold down to those things that ·didn't cost very much and 

stay within that $100 bil~ion level. 



Sunday, November 22, 1964 -- 9: 45. Again in the office. It's been 
', 

_/ a.nice Sunday. Mike ·and I got __up fairly .early and went to the Memorial 

Services for President Kennedy -- then to the -grave .side w~ere·we joined with 

others in paying tribute~ We stood there. in the bright, cold breezes, look­

iBg at the !lowers at the simple grave site and over the expans~- of' Washington,· 

and up at the lLee House, thinking of this wonderful, gay, cha.rming, delightful, 

gi~ed young man that meant so much to all of us and ~ow different· things were· 

now. I still can't bear the thought of a bullet smashirig·through his head 

gone so quickly. I 
• 

what the election would .·have b een like hadwonder he 
I 

lived. We wouldn't have won by as ·much perhaps, but how much more fun it would 

have. beeno Well a year has gone by. His spirit is with us even more I think, 

and who knows how or why. I was glad to have Mike with_ me_ and really just the 
. . 

two of us. We went f'rom Arlington cemetery to the Hot Shoppe where we had 

breakfast together and a nice t~llt. Mike . was so grateful. He tends to feel 
\I 

I don It like to eat out and said he wished we had time to go home before the 

football game so he could cook me break.fast.· He's really an awfully good guy 

and it's such a joy to lmow that he really does think a lot of his dad. We 

talked about his future and he told me that he wanted to go back and get involved 

in the political campaign in Minnesota, that he was thinking about politics. 

His period as a Page in the Senate made quite an impact on him. He has ideas 

about this and so I talked to him about maybe he ought to be a lawyer then and 

he agreed. And he said he wanted to- learn more about many things and be a 

good generalist rather than too much of' a specialist, which is something he has 

also heard me say. Anyway, it was really quite deligh:tfu.1. 

~ Then we went up to the office and I worked a bit and he studied a -bit 

and he got on his warm clothes and headed off f'or ·the· game with Thompson while 

I did some more work and then Thompson came back to get me and I went. to the 
.... 

game with the JDuncans . It • was a real gqod football game • and Washington won. 



Then we came on home and Jane came home a few.minutes after. Since a"t?out 
. . 

6:00 o'clock we've been talking, she rel~tirig her experiences in California· 

~nd ·r went over with her page and verse, of the whole sequence of the last· 

week end from the trip to Minnesota to all the details at the Ranch -together 

with the conclusions which I had reached in terms of how we operate from here 

on out. 

As -I relat~d them -- we discussed them. She' agreed almost 100 percent 

wmth my conclusions which are something like this: 

1. That you' re never going to know really what this man wants you to 

do for in terms of anyth~g con~royersial or uncertain he's going to want 

someone else out in front testing it, taking the raps; determining-whether 

it's good or not, and then when he has felt the water why ·he'll take hold of 

it and run with-it and if it's bad sqmeone else will be the fall:~· Only 

on exceptional circumstances is he going to do other than stay in the water 

and work in the lukewarm water, very seldom putting even his big toe· in the hot;:· 

water or in the cold. 

In the proce-ss of this tactic he. is very seldom· going to say "yes" or 

"no" particularly when there·is an issue involved which pricks his conscience, 

that he knows ought to be done but that he thinks shouldn't be done for reasons 

of his-political position. This is proba~ly the reason he seems to systematically 

avoid having any real discussions with me or getting down to cases. I think 

he knows that I'm right, or at least he lmows I think I am and he doesn't_ want 

to argue with meabout it, and therefore he_will eith~r avoid talking at all 

or ·else say nothing. If I look for ~lea~ answers and present to him sharp alterna­

tives, I'm never goii;ig to get them, and i.' mgoing to flounder in frustration 

and confusion. Therefore, the only co:urse of action i.$_ to move ahead aggressively 

and do what I think needs to be done and ·sbou.J.c. be done notifying him perhaps 

by meIIJ.C?randum acting· he fails coz:itact me accordingly.and then if to Actually 



as I think about the week end it is really quite reassuring in the sense 

that it clarifies the air and gives_me a sense of. direction and working 

technique. In the overall I must say that it may very well be easier if 

le.ss satisfying than working with President Kennedy. I felt such a sense 

of ke·en loyalty arid identification with President Kenn~dy that I wanted·. to 

be sure t~t I was doing exactly what ·he.wanted and that he corr8:borated 

it and I wanted to protect h_im on all things_ and to be sure to justify and 

eEmry forward the policy even ~hough I might not agree. because it was one. 

arrived at as a part of a team and because of the deep sense of loyalty and 

the fact· that it was a- shared in dec_ision and one that ought t~ be carried • 

forward with that ·spirit. Now it• s different. This ma~ will I think play 

. games and use me to the ultimate. • Propably he wi_ll not be cruel, and will 

not destroy. you if. he can help it, but we'.re all expendable, we're all tools, 

he makes the decisions and--he moves people around as he ·sees fit. He does 

it. Everyone else is an instrument. and often anunknowing one. That being 

the case, I'm going to feel perfectly free to in a sense use him to shape 

events. to ·:reach the goals that I think are important and the purposes- for which .. . . . 

I'm d~dicating my life. I will not hesitate to use the powers, the instruments 

and the forces as the ··occasion. demands,and ·the s~nse of defending him· as such 

and _feeling' a fierce sense of loyalty to him and taking on myself ~·esponsibilit~e~ 

for the judgments that I s no l_onger the cas~ except a.~ it may be a part of 

protecting him as_~ instrument rather than· as a person as a pa.rt of the Adminis­

tration and a movement towards a goal rather t~n as an organization and a 

man to whom you feel 1:>oth. devotion and loyalty. . Actually it• s almost a se·nse 

of relief' to feel t;hat you can be kind of' a free operator. 



I 
. 

think tomorrow I' 11 call the 
' 

Assistant Secretaries and i:op people • 

in the· Department togeth:er and tell :them about the Texas trip. Tell. them 

about our budget problems but not get too exercised about it . Tell them 

that we should feel • free to· move full spee.d ahead . :in. w.rious. areas where ~e 
. . . 

feel we're calied upon.to act and to push hard. to implement our policies·and 

to maneuve~ within the admin~str~tive branch· of Governme~t to car_'l/Y-.forward • 

our programs. This will_ in~lude fighting ~or ~he farm income and_-~he coJIDDOdity 

~rogram section, tak.i~g over leadership ~n the.Rural Area :pevelopment field 
. . . . 

and fe~lly joining the issue where International food assistance and agri- • 

culture technical assistance· are concerned. Actually the course.is now clear 

and. we can get on with the ·business. 

( 
\. 

! 
.. I
• l' .. 
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('.j{:i November 25, 1964, 12: 35 p.m. -- • I just returned from ·the White House 

andabou~ as unpleasant a session as I've had for some time. I had a belly 
. 

ache today and 
' 

had a bad week with a real flare up and I was asked to come 

to this meeting by Dean Rusk and then Tom Mann of· the Latin America de.sk got . 

involved. The question was what we could do to schedule sugar coming ·in within 

the foreign quota for the first two qUB:rters of this year so it would liepress 

price as little as possible for we have been trying to get prices strengthened . 

. Mann was insistent and adament that we ought to cut back marketings of 

domestic sugar, and beet sugar as well, and how selfish the b_eet people were 

and how we ·shouldn't have such big quotas for domestic beet and all the rest. 

He was really quite ornery about it and said that politically why if the case 

was presented we could take care of' the·:;beet people and get the allotments 

from the foreign so~ces . . I spoke fa.irly sharply early and then moderated my 

general comments, then as the conversation drew to a close after Dean Rusk 

had asked that we prepare,:.?.a. kind of position statement on· it for the President' s 

attention, Mann returned to it again. I tried to say that I. was not adverse 

to his position, nor was I unaware of the ~ct t~at·this represented.an import­

ant import element and that these countries·merited consideration but that . 

we had some real.· political problems at home, we had urged the domestic·"· people 

to produce more sugar and that they had more now than they could market and 

that thiscreated lots of pressures and. lots of political problems, and th~t 

we ought not to- cr~ate a situati.on which would -~ke it more difficult to extend 

the sugar act on a~f'air basis. He was ornery in connection with it, again 

attacking the domestic sugar people until I just.finally flared up pretty 

strongly and said that he and hi_s fore.ign countries had. their merits all. right 

but they also operated the biggest political cesspochl in Washington with all . 

https://situati.on
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(- the lobbyists that were continually running up on the Hill bein_g paid : 

off. He responded that the domestic people did their share too, and I 

said but not on that basis and closed the conversation by saying that he 

certainly wasn't Jesus· Christ Almighty, nor was I the Devil -- and he 

said well the convers.e wasn't the case either and I ~urned my back on him 

and walked out· of the room. I did this a little bit in pique, but mostly 

with intent. 'He is an ornery fellow. He does have a direct contact appar-

ently to the President·, o=!='~t least people think he does; how etrong and 

eff'ecti ve that channel is I :really don't know but I thought in terms of giving 

Staats frpm the Bureau of the Budget and Charley Sch,µ.tze, as well, together 

with Jacobson and Griff.Johnson from the State Dep~~ment a little idea that 

on occasion I could be a bit rough and nasty and wasn't about to be pushed 

around,by Mann who apparently pr?moted this meeting and got the Secretary 

l of state to call it, even though he is in the midst of a serious Congo crisis 

that all of this called for a little bit of sparks to more or less cut M9.nn 

.down a bit to size. It could well be that Mmn is so close to the President 

that it would react adversely at the appropriate time in dealing with him, 

but be that as it may, the combinat'ion of· the strategy plus the belly ache, 

plus being a bit ornery, se_emed to me timell7: to talk' a bit sharp, and so I 

did and we'll see what comes ·of it. 

November 30, 1964 -- The 'phone just rang from Johnson City. It was 

Jack Valenti conveying a very friendly message, to wit, that the President 

thought that my ideas were constructive, meaningful, didn't have too big_a 
• ' 

price tag aµd that he was impres_sed with them and giving them c~eful• consid­

eration .. Second, that our budget increase was much too much and sometrow we 

( 

i 



had to cut it back. Third, this was allegedly now confidential and just 

Jack Valenti on his own saying to me that the ·President had said the other 

day that I was his favorite Cabinet Officer, that I had a lot of courage 
I 

and a lot of imagination and a lot of' ability, but there.was something 

about these people from Minnesota that they always had to run to the pre~s 

and keep the mimeograph machine running and that the President was furious 

with a story in the New York ·Times which of course was a story emanating 

from a background press luncheon of last week which talked about a whole ~ew 

.face on rural America and an outreadh • of programs to the people ·in the 

countryside. It wa~ an excellent sto~y. • In all fairness, I gµess it does 

anticipate possible Presidential·action based on the memorandum I submitted 

to him. This was his way of slapping me on the wrist and· -saying, riot • so 

fast and not so far, and not so much publicity. • I told Valenti of my plans 

for a speech at West Point to ou~line what I ~ad .in mind in connection with 

_ international agriculture and Valenti suggested I incorp9rate :the substance 

of it on one page and s~nd it down so the. President would have it before I 

made it. I told Jack that I had understood the President's signals on this 

'Whole matter to be that I should run up a trial balloon to see what the 

reaction -was so he would be able to measure whether it was a:good thing to 

proceed with or not and he told me lie would convey that message to the President. 

In light of the fact that we didn't really have any t~e to talk, I'm probably 

on fairly firm grounds here. 

I expect this is the way things are going to work from here on out in, 

out, around, up and down, never knowing quite what to do or say. In • this 

instance we did get some good stories on Bural Area Deve.opment not only~ 



C 
front page story.in the New York·Times but an excellent editorial in the 

•Washington Post this .morning, and .today I had an interview· ;i th a possible 

addition to .our .staff here-, Bi:11 Welch from Senator. Hart's staff, t.o head 

up this·proposed qlearinghouse outreach operation of ours into rural America. 

Anyway, -when it moves some· people_ wi_ll _know where it came from,, and if he's 

unwilling to sit down and really talk about ·it when I'm down there, why maybe 

a little license in talking about it on this. end is in order. Anyway, 

apparently I'JD. a great guy--. but .. 

Night before last we had a delightful ev~ning at·the Australian 

Embassy, the first time we Ive been to _one' of these bla.ck tie affairs for some • 

time. Dean Rusk was there and it was mighty pleasant. 

Monday, November 30, 1964 -- 12:00 o'clock. I just finished two very 

i~teresting sessions this morning .. One with· Chest.e~ Bowles about internationa,.1 • 

agriculture, how we loo~ down the road _and how.we ought to consider productive 

capacity and use 'it_·~ I told Chet quite frankly that this story needed to be 

impa~ted t_o the President, that .I .thought· he might be receptive to it, that 

Walt Rostow and the Planning qoys in State had come to the concl~sion that 

agricultu,ral development -was the critida1 element.· in. the development of the­

economieer'.of the less developed countries and urged him to impress that on 

the President. Wexe going to have dinner with him Thursday night together 

with Bill Moyers, Dave Bell.and others, and hopefully he can reach the President 

with this. I'm considering very carefully moving ahead to try and amend P .L. 

lt8o although I don't see politically how we can actually do it. Then I met 

with ·the cattle people, :Brooks Keogh, President of the American National 
'• . • . . 

Cattlemen; Bill McMillan their executive Secretary, and Jay Taylor a former 

President of the Cattlemen and a close_frie~d of the Pr~sident to just generally 

visit. We discussed grading mostly, and also overa11·cattle problems, and 

https://economieer'.of
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I do have a good working relationship with them now where in the past it's 

been a very antagonistic one and that represents some real impor~ant progress. 

I also talked this morning on the telephone with Charley Shuman and told him 

that when.~ invited him to bring the ResolutiQns Committee in here it was 

sincere, that we-were looking for an area of connnon agreement, that we were 

trytng to stay flexible here, that I didn't want to fight for th~ sake of a 

fight, that I was sending John_Schnittker up to meet with the Resolutions 

Connnittee and that I hoped they would hear him out and I asked that he not 

get into a completely inflexible position himself but leave some maneuver room 
. I ' • • 

pointing out we had, or at least the National Agricultural Advisory Connnission 

had in their report, recommended movements towards mssive land retirement 

which was along the lines of the Farm Bureau program. He sounded friendly and 

assured me of his 'desire to cooperate. I doubt if much will come from it, but 
,-
i 

at least a communication is taking place and is underway. 

Yesterday was a very interesting and useful day. We had a brunch with 

the McNamara's and their kids, the Tu..ve Bells and theirs, the Humphreys and 

Skipper and his wife and our family and then went on to a very good Giant­

Redskin Football game. Last night Jane and I went to a El~anor Roosevelt 

-Humanitarian Award Dinner where Jack Benny 
' 

was the 
' 

recipient, .one of those 

Bondsfor Israel pitch affairs, but it was kind of interesting. I had a kind 

of tough week last week with my stomache chewing me up and I was up most of 

the night Saturday but seemed to feel a bit better today and maybe· I'm on 

track. 

I'm going to have lunch with Humphrey in~ few minutes and he is going 

to sit with Kermit Gordon and me·tomorrow hopefully to work over our budget. 

It' s going to be in~ere_sting to see how things developed in the LBJ vs. HHH 



in the days ahead-. The President in his press conference Saturday was 

really cruel I thought where Humphrey is concerned for when references were 

made to Humphrey's speeches as indicating program directions 1>Y the Ad.min-

• istration, the President said sharply no decisions were made on that. 

Humphrey has indicated that he himself is:going to exercise.what. 

limited prerogatives he has as Vice President with the Senate, really study 

operating departments and what goes on and to move ahead quietly, learning 

•and seeking to quietly influence, using what patronage he has in the Senate 

to get things in the Record and to build supp·ort ;"for various p_rograms. I 

think he can do this ciuite effectively and certainly be most helpful to us. 

We'll see how it works and how we can develop. ~ur relationships. here. Hopefully, 

as he put it; we can level with each other as we use to. In the meantime, of 

course the town watches and the game goes on of who know who, and who.has 

influence, as it revolves around the throne. 

I just finished a most interesting 2 1/2 hour Jiunch this day.with 

HumphrE:Y (November Jal) who came over to discuss agriculture and the budget 

with me. I thre"tv an awf'ully lot of things at 
. 

him in connection with it, but 
. 

I think it was .useful and helped background him. I think we. will have a good 

working- alliance. His observati_on collaborates mine o,f 3 years that there's 

no fut_ure in the commodity programs, that I ought to continue pushing hard 

in the Rural Are_a Development area pursuant to the. recent story in The,.;I'lew York 

Times. I think he.' 11 be helpful; although I might have thrown too much at 

him. He was most sympathetic to ~he Farm Int:ome figures. He advised that I 

f~ght-hard for the Rural Area Development Program which I must be prepared 

to do .. We' 11 be getting the budget allowances· today and the issue will be 



I 
joined. We had a nice visit about families, but the really interesting thing 

\.. 

was his comment about LBJ. He illustrated it by saying that y~u ought. to go 
. ' 

at him with little bits at strategic time_s and be incredibly patient. This 

he said he had learned as the Whip in working with stubborn, canta~erous, 

sensitive, ornery, but smart men in the Senate. That he had learned to have 

the patience of Job. That where the President is-concerned, you had to catch 

his attention and you_did it with something specific, something simple, some­

thing clear and ea~y, and then he would react or he would file it away and 

it would suddenly become his idea and then your relation would be wonderfully 

cordial, but it all revolved around him. He told a wonderful- .story that Bill· 

Connell his assistant was hard at work to get rooms and facilities and get 

the new Vice President. ~et up. So he we~t to ~he White House and got an 

assignment of 11 rooms in the Executive Office ]?uilding. Humphrey warned him 

that he was going to get into trouble, "t?hat this would not be ·satisfactory, 

that the:rewould be problems, but Connell insisted on doing it and Humphrey· 

.said all_.rright you _wait and:::see what happens. Sure enough he said· twenty-four. 

hours later, Connell came. i~ dmmca·st and said he had had a call from Moyers, 

Moyers had talked to the President and the Pr~sident said that he had only 

had four rooms why _did· Humphrey need eleven; and that took care of that. 

Humphrey told Conne1;i.·, "See I told yo~ so, you needed a lesson. Now one thing 

for you t_o • remember is that from now ~µ. out there are no Humphrey rooms, there 

• is no H:'\mlphrey staff, there is no Humphrey program, ther~ are no Humphrey 

ideas . From now on there just simply isn't any Humphrey. And tJ;iat' s the way 

we're going to play it and that's the way we're going to ha~a to·play it to 

get anything done. II He used the illustration of c~ming in andBob °i-icNama:r:-a-

saying when the beef thing was hot, ''Mr_.President, I just bou:s11t· one hun~ed 

~llion pounds of beef today.". Putting a one .sentence piece of paper. on the 



President's desk and the ·President saying, "Isn't that wonderful, I wish I 
I 

\, . had more men like this." Humphrey used the phrase, "Your fri_end, Bob McNamara" 
. . 

and he used it with the apology that he didn't mean to be critical of McNamara 

who is a fine fellow but the implication from this was McNamara and I indeed 

are very, very close and it probably substantiates that. Humphrey had heard the 

rumor that I was bucking for McNamara for Vice President. It's hard to tell 

but we' 11 get into that one one day. I~ any event it 's clear that Humphrey . 

understands thoroughly this man and is going to play the game just like a doting. 

wife plays t:tie·game with a domineering husband ·to make him th~nk it's·his idea 

when it ' s really hers . He' s prepared to· play it,. and he will play it·. As he 

said, we'll have to connive in order to get access but that's the way it's done 

and I guess _it is. ·.For my part I'm not quite sure I'_m willing to play it ·that 

·way, but somehow or other I've got to do a·little better job of conniving. 

Anyway, we '.re off w~th Humphrey and I think· it • w:a,s worth the time. 

Thursday, December 3, 1964 • __ Rochester, Minnesota, at the Kahler Hotel. 

This is kind of a low point. I c6:me out. here yesterday to have my yearly 

check-up, to speak last night to the Nro. I didn't expect much serious trouble 

although my stomach had been bothering me the last week, and t_hen the roof 

·kinda fell in. Jim Cain wasn't here,. he was called to Washington by the Presi­

dent. Dr. Butt was here and I had the usual examination and then he looked 

at the pictures and found what he thought was an active ulcer wit~ a crater, 

with a swelling of my stomach an~ some evidence of slowness of emptying from 

the stomach into the duodenal. This he was concerned about and said we needed 
. 

new tests and that I should go on a strict ulcer diet. Over the years now 

some almost 10 years, I've been pretty well nursing myself' along eating what I 

wanted and figuring what I really had was a spastic stomach and that the ulcer 



was no longer a serious problem and that 'it has. healed in. 1952 when I 

first had it. Now it- apparently has flared up again and is a serious 

matter .• I didn't sleep much the night after I came in here gettrung 

ready for the tests. I of course felt depresse~ going in yesterday and 

then had to speak to the NFO. I spoke to them for 1-hour with the purpose 

of saying nothing. Th.at sounds odd but it I s t:rue . On the· one hand I 

couldn't • say that I believed in their program because I don't . On the 

other, I cou.lcln 't come to their ·con vent ion a~d say I • dicln 't believe in it 
• I 

because it would be both bad manners and. bad politics in terms of maintain­

ing contact with them, giving them ·encouragement which is my responsibility 

as Secretary of Agrlc~ture, getting help from that Organization and pass­

ing legis3:,B.tion important to them and all of agriculture in the country and 

maintaining contact with them as an important organization. So I talked 

about agriculture_and its accomplishments and the progress we had made and 

the importance of the commodity program. In the overall I think it was well 

received .. There was a huge crowd-~ 7,000 to 10,000 people. There was some 

evidence here and there in the audience, a bit of unhappiness with some of 

my reservations even though I didn't express- them, but in the· overall they 

seemed quite enthusiastic and the leadership seemed grateful that I was there 

and of course lmew what the problem was . I• told them frankly that I dicln' t 
. . 

pick between ·farm organizations~ that we developed a program working with them 

and I sought to get along with all of them, that my· door was open to all of 
. el ' 

them, and when someone tried to ask me which was better than another ffitdiold . 
I. 

them the Secretary had enough troubles without choosing up sides between farm 

organizations. They laughed, at that and I think ii? was a ~nd of frank 

appraisal that helped to clear ·the air. 



Then I went out to see -Mother for a few minute_s and to wish her a 

Happy Birthday, and then Jimmie lx>ugherty drove me down here. I ~lept 

·fairly well, although I awakened early and went o~r and had that frightful 

test when you have to swallow a· tube and they pump out your stomach. Then 

I had a bit of breakfast with Sandy Keith and talked with him about Minnesota 

politics. He seemed very frank, hol'.l,e~t and above hoard and I was encouraged 

about it. I think he's sincerely worried about the Party. Then I went and 

talked with Dr. B"1,tt, got.my report from him, which I have just described 

with a_ dire~tive to go back on a very bland diet, no drinking, almost_nothing 

to eat for a week and then go back on t~e moderate very careful diet and then 

• come· back in about a month and take these tests again before a final decision_ 

is made but he thinks the likelihood is that there will be the need for 

surgery. 

When I came in yesterday there was an editorial from the Minneapolis 

Paper critiqising the RA])program and charging me in effect with being an 

empire builder. There also _was some criticism of my suggestions about produc­

ing for use which was .repeated in_the story about the NFO speech. The gen­

erally negat_i ve reaction to some of our pro~osals in agriculture is a bit 

discouraging. I'll be going up to West Point this week and will see what kind 

of play this speech on amending P.L .. 480 and production.for use and better 

use of food in foreign policy gets. 

Just talked to the·office ·and apparently the Bureau of the Budget is 

goi~g to recommend a drop in the price support on corn down to $1.00 with.a 

15 cent payment which would· of course create serious problems politically and 

mean a grave drop in farm income. rive got to resist that _stron~~ and it·-

will give the first indication of how the President will react on these matters. 



Supposedly. we will be seeing him some time Friday_ morning. Anyway this is 

a bit of. a low point. 

•My trial balloons haven't been too success_ful on Rural Area Develop-. 

ment or no Food for Peace. . I have t_o look for.ward to ·surgery here within 

.the next month or so when I wou.l~ hope.to. feel good and enjoy the holiday 

season· and the inaugural and all the rest. Prospe.cts ·-in.terms of relations 

with the White House are not ·very clear -- so what next_. • W~li,. ·th~ only 

answer.~s always is keep smiling, keep fighting, tomorrow it'11 look a bit 

brighter - - today it's a little ·gray. 

Wednesday, De~ember 9, 1964. -- What a day, what a· week. I returned 

froni Roch~ster a bit despondent and I have been more: or less that wr,:y ever 

since. The very strict diet I have been pla_ced on has really not • given me 

enough 'nourishment to really function and with the pressures and .uncertainties 

here I've simply felt low an.a.that's about the only way to describe it. 

I just came a moment ago from the President's office where we.had an 

hour session with him, Feldman, Ellender, Kermit Gordon, myself and Charley 
. . . 

Murphy. I heard earlier this week that Ellender was. coming through and when 

he called _about a sugar matter I asked to see him. Actually he spoke to 

the Farm Bureau in Philadelphia,·. came back here, I saw· him for over an hour 

this morning and again mostly listened. He was in a tirade about farm program 

costs, about the feed grain-program, and of course about foreign affairs and 

foreign assistance. We went • over to see the. President and out of a clear • 

blue sky the feed grain meeting was scheduled .. I came back from: a .session 

with the folks from Shriver's Poverty Office and a sessmpm jrepaI°ing mat~rials 

to -see Udaii tomorrow and discovered this call.and.innnediately plunged in 



\_ / with only the interruption.of Sig Qlson who came in to urge that we bar 

all of the canoe country area in Minnesota,from any kind of cutt"ing and 
. ' ' ' ' 

~ 

make it exclusively recreation, claiming that al_l the conversationists 
. 

and recreationists in the country were excercised and that the Fo;estry 
• • . • . . 

Service could strike a blow for their standing in the future if they would 
' . - l 

ban all cutting in the.total area. I.-listeded to him add he made . q~ te 

a persuasive case while I began trying to marshal id.eas in my OWilmind_.to .• 

present to·the President under such hostile circumstances. It doesn't help 

much when·Mike Feldnan called me to say that he had met with the President 

on something else and ·despite the fact· that some Doctors were there the 

President had barged right in aaring that we had to cut costs, we had. to 

save money, and the Bureau of the Budget's reconnnendation for support level 

of $1.15 would save a couple of hundred million dollars made sense to him 

and on and on he went. Mike said he- tried to relay our position __on this 

for he knew thoroughly.for earlier in the week Humphrey had been over here 

and met with the Bllllteau p~ople· and we ·had ab.out a 2-hour session when Humphrey 
. ' . -

really worked them over good in the typical HUlllphrey ma.m,ier, talking about 

agriculture, the farm.er, the banker,. et ceter~ and- then siding solidly with me 

in the recommen<J_a of $1. 25 sup_port . In any event, Mike • told tion me the 

President brushed him off and h~ warned ·me that I was ~n for rough sledding.". 

Well we prepared as best we co1lld, getting materials organized here, emphasizing. 
. .. 

where I was cpncerned that we_maeded to inform the President that our budget 

was not going to be more actually than_ last year and then somehow to reach him 

with the importance of continuing the support level. .. -As 1:1-sual he ·was de~yed 

. and we w~re late getting in, but then-we did spend an hour and for orice he 
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listened. I doubt if we got through. We sat down and he told me to lead 

off while he reviewed the memoranda. I.did -- and he listened. I reiated 

very st_rongly the important:e of feed grains to the total agricultural 

economy, that our goal was agricultural income.and we·were short of it even 

for the adequat.e re.rm,that if we ·believed in parity of income we had to 

•spend some money to accomplish it,- ..that the transition in Rural America 

was difficult enough anyway, and that we needed to give at least·the 

enc~u.ragement of maintaining our present support levels as we work to accomp­

lish the minimum of payment necessary to economic adjustment. Incidentally, 

before we went in Charley and I discussed whether if he dropped it to $1.15 

we should leave, whether our position would be so ·eroded that we couldn't 

possibly continue~ Having spent an ho.ur ·with him, I feel a little better 

having been heard out. But as I told Charley I_ think this would be about 

that serio~s and he agreed we' d have to think and talk about it·. 

In any event, the President listened to me, then Ellender butted in, 

and he and Ellen~er had quite a colloquy. He teased the daylights out of 

Ellend,.e~ _about foreign aid, about listening. to him, about Ellender attacking 

him before the Farm ·Bureau, and then very effectively ·had Ell·ender off balance 

throughout the exchange . :E!llender -said he had del_i vered on the program last 

y~ar l?efor_e the Congress and the President acknowledge it vis-a-vis the Food 

: Stamp Plan which apparently he still had in mind. 

The President accused me of selling him the cotton program which 

Ellender doesn't like, and turned to ·•1'-fi.keFeldman and said he had some 

stock in textile companies as well and he was a cotton advocate, but none 

of this was unkind. He wa~ . in a good mood and really effe~~i vely teased • 

Mike. While we. sat t4ere girls came in twice nth, the.latest. information 

(_ off the ticker and there was once a statement appa;rently that he had kept 
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a Connnittee waiting for an hour and he quickly called· George Reedy, 

despite the fact that Ellender was already late for.his plane, and told 

him the reason why he had kept this group waiting and .that ·he should 

get that straightened out so ·far as·· the press and the· television we.re 

concerned .. He watches that tape erery moment and ~eacts to almost every­

thing that is put on it. 

He then called on Kermit Gordon who presented_the ~ureau .of the 

Budget' s case.· Ellender was in and out all the time, he was opposed to 

the feed grain pro~am; he tho~ght it was ridiculous to consider exten~ng 

He_huffed and puffed and certainly.wasn't helpful although 

he wasn't as harmful as I thought he might be. Actually the President had 

him pretty much on the defensive throughout. 

The meeting was closed· when the President got ~P and said , ''Well 

how soon do we have to make this?" and Gordon said "Almost ·1nnned~ately". 

And Charley the·n said, Well we dent need to. niake it now so badly ·that we would 

be willing to take a w.rong answer, and the President said well if I had to 

decide it now I'd decide for $1.15. He then said, Why can't you fellows get 

together. He asked Kermit Gordon why he had to bring things in before him 

t~at were unresolved, ·why couldn't they be decided somewhere else, and he told 

us to get toge~her with Mike Feld.man and resolve it. We left it at that~ 

goiRg to Mike's office for a few minutes-before he went to catch a plane... 

when Kermit Gordon indicated'he was willing to .take the compromise posi~ion of 

$1.20 support. I did not. I said that I felt so strongly about this in terms 

of income and the fact it was a symbol of·hope for people iri agriculture that 
.. _. 

also we had commitments on it in terms of politics in the c~paign, it had 

implications where other coimnodity programs were. concerne~ and legislation, 



that I simply couldn't concur in dropping price supports at a.11. 

It ended at that. Charley said later that· he thought we had made a 
i 

• i very persuasive case but he wasn't at aµ sure that we had gotten through 

to the· President, and I think . that's about right. 

It's . now about 5:10 and I •·ve got a delegation to see me that I llD,lst 

get with. I'm going to have a little· something to eat :i.n ·the middle of the 

af'ter~on h~re befomI go over at 6:00. o~cl~~k _to· a reception at the White 

House for·the new elected·congressmen. 
.. 

last.night we had them here in the 
. . 

Department, some 28 of them from •farm districts~· • Fir~t, • we had a : litt_le 

reception in my office, then a dinner.aownstairs; .and then a li~tle meeting. . . . . 

in room 218-A when we distributed some Bllliterial~ I°talked and answere~ 

questions and our top staff was there. Actually, it was very well done. 

A meeting that we all enjoyed, and I think did a lot of good. I made . some 
( 

reference to it in the meeting with the.President today. 

I've felt a little better ·stoma.ch-wise today. I·,,was pretty disappointed 

when Monday and Tuesday of this week I had sonie pain. Actually the Doctor 

instructed me to be on where :I would take in something every half h~:ur. I 

haven't quite be~n able to do that_ but I _have sta.ye~ with the strict diet~ 

having little but eggs and milk and a cooked vegetable on occasion the last 

week now. It is not enough to give me enough energy to operate.,· but there I s 

not much I can do about it. 

I returned last Thursday night from Rochester and by a strange quirk 

met Dr. Jim Gain at the airport where I quickly told him about the negative 

diagnosis and he pro~sed to writ~ me, ~hich inci°dent~lly he hasn'·t done yet. 

The next day we were . on· again, off again,· about going to West Point . I had 

a . very hectic morning~ The ·weather was· bad. We:had ·planned· to· fly up and. 

then w~re unable to. go by ¥ATS because of the rainy., freezing weather. We 



finally ended up at the last moment going by ~st·ern • shuttle to Newark 

where we ~ere_ pick~d- up and drove 1·_ 1/2. hours to West· Point. By ·that time 
. . 

I was • ·a:bout f'i ~ to be t'ied, but when we got there and· were so graciously 
' . . • . . ' ' . ~. . 

received by General amd ~s. Lampert and.· my spee~h was well received by 

the students at the confer~nce held tp discuss developing nations I.felt much 
)f-· 

better and actually we had a delightful evening. I met with the students 

and ~hen we had a meeting with some of' the faculty people there and the next 

day the. Gener~l took us through th~ museum·at West Point and told us a bit 

about the institution. We flew back and ! came· to the offic~ and worlted 

until late in· the day. Jane and I then went to a little party that was Tom 

Hughes and.Rod Leonard birthdays. 

On Sunday I went to the football game with John pun.can. The Redskins 

lost to the Pittsburgh team and it was a rather dull game. I worked well on 

into the night Sunday trying to catch up my absence of the week before. 

This has been a usual kind of hectic week. I've b~en working on budget 

materials, working on legislation in preparation, hanging over all of~it has 

been the decision on the feed grains and also the 
~ . 

overall budget questions 

and the overall policy questions which the President hasn't gotten to for he's 

had the British Prime Minister here a week. I've also had some reconnnendations -

preliminary in nature by way of reorganizing. our own re_gulatory agencies here 

in the Department which has things stirred llp around her~. A question as to 

whether we ought to schedule the foreign imports of sugar in order.to get 

better_ prices currently before the f'irst o+.the year f'or the sugar cane produce~s 

with st!ong pressure from Louisiana on the one hari.d for it, ·bitter pressure 

from the state Department against it. In that connection, in a mee~:Lng at_ 
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The White House last week that I rray not have relat~d here,· the bittere~t 

exchange I 1-ve had since I've been in Washington with th~ Head of the Alliance 

for Progress,. Tom Mann, who I ··finally snorted at in disgust when I said that 

·it seemed to me. that: he considered h~e-lf Jesus Christ and all the rest of 

us as bad pe.ople, and then I· stormed and stamped out of the room. I did 
. . . ' 

have breakfast with Aiken one day this week and a limited di~cussion with· 

him} He in effect s·aid he was going to sit back and wait until he saw what 

the President was going to q.oabout an agricultural program~ 

I.have had Bill Kubicek :in here on a consultant.basis on our science 

stuff,, met thi_s week with the Science Advisory Cqnnnitt~e peqple with Bill 

Meyers;;. : alsq with Al· Moseman to_gether w.i:,th Kubicek and Brady. I do think we 

·are beginning to see some daylight and at- least get some direction.on our 

science program. I'm afraid I might be moving to. a·collusion course with . . 

Udall on the ,matter of the Land and Water Conservation fees. ·He has recom­

mended a delegation of power under the law which would authorize him to set 

fees for all the Government as well as Interior, and this of course is intoler­

able to-us. I'm going over and see him tomorrow and I ~ope that we can get 

something worked out. I've been over it with our people here and I think 

both the law a,z{d the legislative history indicates that the power to make 

decisions ~n these things must rest in the last· analysis with the operating 

agency. This is a touchy one. _We've gotten along so well together. I'm 

rather astounded that he would send such a recommendation to the Bureau with­

put talk~ng with me about it. for it does representa us~tion~_ It·• s odd. 

that in this case he doesn it ·want this matter to_ go· ·to the Recreation Advisory 

Council where I_ think it should' ·,go, both tp enhance th~t Cou,ncil which is 

going to have to do sone:things if it Is ·ever going to amount. to anything, but 
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he hadn't seen fit in this instance because he didn't want to rock the 

boat where he ~s roaring to go in the Allegheny Reservoir matter. Now 

I think the best thing to do is go to see him and tell him we·ought not 

to act ·in this fashion and get him to back of_f from this effort to extend 

so broadly his pE~rogative. These are a few -of.the things then in what 

essentially has been. a.kind of.frustrating,·hectic, busy week, full of 

uncertainty because basically we don't know what the President is go~ng to 

do. But at least having had .the conference-of. today, I do feel a 1ittle 

better about it. Well I've kept a group waiting now for 20 minutes, on with· 

the show. 

December 10, 1964, 8:33 a.m. -~nmy office on·niy way to the daily 

8:45 staff meeting in a moment, but I wanted to set down some observations 

about last night. I left ·the office about .6: 15 going to a reception at the 

(_ White House for the new Congressmen.scheduled for 6:00, but the President 

. didn't arrive as usual until 6:45, 45 minutes late. I circulated: early and 

was pleased at the warmth of the respo11;3e from these freshmen Congressmen. 

The President then came in and the meeting began. He introduced a number of 

peo:i;,le -- Kermit Gordon, for·a strong economy, what is our philosophy of 

·administration and the efficiency approac~;, Humphrey.for a brie~ comment about 

how to get along·and get ·reelected; Dean Rusk for his usual quick-brusrl: over 

international problems which he does so extremely effectively. Then on to the 

President' s formal remarks. Where _I 'm personally concerned a couple of things 

were worthy or note and they do in part give some insight into this complex 

man's modus. operandi. He started off by apologizing for being late because 

of ameeting with Gromyko and then· got on to the fact that this was an economy. . 

Government at which point .he. said that I had ruined hi.s day by taking up the· 



whole afternoon discussing his ·effort to cut.:.$~0 milli.on off the .budget 

vis-a-vis the farm program and tm t I had told him, I _think that was the 

wora it could have been threatened, that there were 30 freshmen Congressmen 
. . . 

from farm·areas·ready to jump down his throat if he_ did other than save 

this mq~ey. I've forgotten the exact wordage but it was sai'd, in a tone of 

good humor ~d everybody kinda laughed· .. I actually wasn't irritated because 

it wasn:1 t nastily done. Then when he came around to introducing the·- Cabinet 
• .. '•. 

he made a very explicit reference to the fact that every member of the 

-cabinet was a Kennedy appointee. H~ almost seemed to roll. that fact solemnly 

• over Wis tongue. He then said he had been in Washington 30 years and served 

under six Presidents and that this was the best Cabinet_ by far of any he 

had seen. ·He.introduced Katzenbach as Attorney Ge~eral, rather than acting, 

and generally demonstrated a real strong feeling or·· _support for his Cabinet. 

This together W:ith ~he combination of President Kennedy and the fact that his 

remarks made special reference to Sam Rayb~n as well as President Kennedy 

and the fact that he then asked us all to stand in a moment of silent prayer 

in memorial to these two men set I thought a very high and effe.ctive tone to. 

this meeting. It was somewhat in contrast·to Dean Rusk's momentary discom­

forture when he referred to October 1962 and the two coolest heads in Wash~ 

ington, _as I've h~ard him. put it b·efore, were President K~nnedy ·a~d then Vice 

President Johnson. I just· sensed, I may be super-sensitive, hi$ hesitation 

there and almost an electric transmittal within.the Cabinet and-those that 

!mow the President best as something like this-~ what now - tnis. is the new 

Administration - how much ·reference to Kennedy will-he actually tolerate or 

should be made - what will it do to operating relationship? Anyway, it was 

an interesting meeting and when he ··introduced me he sai~, 1iThe farmer's friend" 
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with a chuckle and good humor and everybody laughed. Later we went through 

a receiving line and when I came to old John McCormack, 'Who seems sometimes 

to be almost in his dotage now, he said to me and f'aiJ'.'.lY outspokenly too, 

Mike-Mansfield could hear it and kind.a chuckled, that Kermit Gordon's pitch 

about economy was fine but as f'aras he was concerned he was also interested 

in some humanity in Government and he thought that was it's ;purpose. I am 

of'ten'and will be irritated with old John, but.this was an ~xpression_ that 

kinda warmed t.);re::cockles of my heart. 

Fritz Mondale was here. I took him over to the White House and then 

asked him out to dinner. He came. Our conversation on the way out was a 

little bit distant. I had the feeling that Fritz was ·a bit sensitive and 

felt a bit concerned as to how we really felt in light of the Senatorial 

decision. I wasn't particularly bouncy and probably not as warm and friendly 

\ ?,S I might have been. He commented and we discussed the 1960 campaign 

a bit and he reminded me that he had said why didn't I leave him where he 

was to continue to run my campaign and pick an older more widely accepted 

man at that time. I told him I didn't recall that, .but that was all water 

over the dam now and I had never certarinly regretted and increasingly was 

happy for having been privileged to make that appointment . This seemed almost 

like anway to get out from under an obligation which would be a very human . 

and understand,able thing to .do at this stage of the game. Anyway, we had a 

very enjoyable evening. Jane chattered about everything here and in Minn­

~sota an a way that dissolved any tension and by the time he left I think we 

were almost on old terms. I'm glad. He' s really a great fellow, and I do 

want to be helpful and it would be very silly to have a.cy resentments for 

he was certainly very de.cent about this. However, in talking with him I think 

Jerry Heaney's observation is cor:['.ect, that he has many of Humphrey's 
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c··, -chara..cteristics and that it's :Mondale and let's get Mondale elected 

' first and real devotion, service, and dedication ideal second. I hope 

I'm ~orig. When -we discussed Tennessee and Ross ·Bass' determination 

to go back and runagainst the Governor for Senator because Tennessee 

was losing its orientatio~ with Kefauver gone, that · h_e had enough courage 

to do it and sacrifice a·career to.do it•ana·a sure seat, Fritz kinda 

lit up and said,- -"Boy, that's sure something, isn't it", and I had more 

of the feeling that he wished- ..he had the guts to o.o that kind of' thing. . 

~han the feeling that he would do it. This is· kinda too;·bad, but I guess 
. . 

perhaps it's chara_cteristic and we shouldn't expect too much.· Anyhow 

he's here. rt· was interesting,_ too, that the President apparently recalled 

him clearly and acknowledge him as General when he went through the receiv­

ing line which impressed him mightily. I'm a little afraid that Jane and 

I were a bit cynical about· the Presid~rit last night in talking about Washing­

and events. For example, we more or less downgraded the signi~icance in. 

meaning of his reference to the Cabinet by saying in effect what game is he 

playing now, and Fritz might have been a bit disillusioned.· .:tn reflecting 

on it, I am .impressed ~gain with ye.sterday' s meeting. I don't· know what is 

going to happen but the wa.y the-President mov~d Ellender around,-cajolling, 

laughing, teasing, accus_ing, pushing, • thanking, until poor Ellender was so 

off base he didn't lmow whether he was coming or going. We couldn't help 

laughing. One of the most amusing. was-Ellender who is 74 responding when 
. . 

the President called George Reedy about.the hour when .he allegedly kept a-

Committee waiting and asked who among ·the press had made inquiry about -this 

it was Sara McCiendon, and then he said of'f' the ~_ide of' th~ 'pllone, ''Oh, 

that's Allen Ellender' s friend." Whereupon, ·Ellender· snorted and he said 

11·Humph, Brother I'm sure not that hungry." We all couldn't help laughing 



and Ellender too in quite good ~pirits~ I was a little worried that 
/'r•,.\ 

\: _• . Ellender' s feelings might be hurt and tried not to laugh, but one couldn't 

help it .. 

I did see Humphrey last night .at the reception, urged him to see and 
. ' ,• 

' ' 

to press • on the. Pres-ident the impo:rtance of -this and he promised me he would 

arid that he would stick hard. I guess now the matter just dances around for 

a little while .. 

last night as I went through my .nail I foundc.a_ half a dozen letters 

from NFO people complaining ·abo1?,tmy spe_ech t~ them· because I did not endorse 

the withholding principle and generally bitter about low farm income and 

the fact that very little had been done for them. So, here I am with the 

Pres~dent on the one hand ~ublicly presenting me to new Legislators as a 

friend of the farmer, fighting·t~ prevent him from cutting the budget, having 

had a real . Jmockdown in the President's office fighting for farm income and 

on the other hand the people I'm fighting for are accusing me of doing nothing 

for them. Well, it has never been said that this job is easy and I guess 

did ask for it. On to other things now. 

December· 10, 1964 -- 11:30 p.m. at home. I've just finished two and 

a half hours at the desk and am about to go up and have a Conference-with Jane. 

This has been a restless and uncomf'ortable·day. When I got to the office 

this morning, Charley Murphy and I had a chat and Ch~rley said he felt the 

President was entitled to know how deeply we held the question of price sup­

ports on feed grains and that we might well resign if he found adversely to· 

us. I thought about it a bit and agreed .. So I got on the 'phone and called 

Mike Feldman who had gone, but. received a-call from Humphrey who said he had 

ta,J.ked to the Presi~t and that he thought things were moving· our ~;r. He 

further. said he was lobbying and· called a number of Governor~, George McGovern 

I 



\ 
( 

/ 

., and others urging them to try and reach the President.. I was a bit shocked. 

This kind of direct lobbying and pressure effort seems like going outside 

the rules of the game and I haven't· wanted to do it, but maybe he' s right 

and~we'll have to play that way with this man~ In any.event, I told him I 

had a letter in the ~11 that would go over to Valenti. He said he had talked 

with Valenti • and hinted strongly to him this matter was so grave that it 

might involve my leaving the Government. Valent-i was . to wait for the paper 

. from the Department. 

I then went over to.Interior to do some negotiating with Udall which 
I 

ostensibly was successful about the manner of administering the Land and 

Water Conservation Fund Act, making sure that the delegation of authority 

from the President should run to all operating Departments and not give 

Interior power to designate areas and fees over the Forest Service. The 

regulations submitted by Udall provided otherwise. After some discussion he 

seemed to agree and concurred in my caI:ling a meeting of the Recreation 

Advisory Council which I hope we can gradually build into a meaningful, 

active and effective organization. My year is running along and amost out 

on that now so I better move if we're going to get it done. I'm a bit dis­

tressed at this move by Ed Crafts for he is. going around the rest of us and 

as such is wearing his Interior Hat and-not ~is hat wherein he represents all 

agencies in the Recreation Advisory Council. 

Anyway, I stopped off on the way back to.the office to get Jane a 

Christmas gift bracelet, jotting down notes on an envelope, and returning to 

the office quickly dictated something to Audrey, when C"harlie came in with a 

letter he had prepared. We looked over what I had written and I agreed his 

was better concentrating on the single subject of farm income and the President's 



willingness to support which is a question that.needs to be resolved. 

I had to race down then to speak to a REA Leadership Cqnference·down­

town, and then back to the office to make some calls in connection.with a 

question of scheduling sugar imports where we have a head-on collisio~ 

with the State Department wh·o don't want us to protect producer prices 

because it might upset the Latin American countries, then up on the Hill 

for some conferences, and finally back to the office. 

In the meantime, I've talked to John Baker and Ken Birkhead and 

Duke Norberg who agree that it would be very grave for me to concur in a 

cut in feed grain supports. -. Strangely enough the only one that hesitated 

in that appraisal was 'John Baker who actually is the _closest to the farm 

organizations. I've been thinking a lot about it today. On the one hand 

it seems so foolish that the difference of 5 cents, for Kermit Gordon and 
( • 

the Bureau have agreed that they would go to $1.05 support with a 15-cent 

payment, or $1.20 support price, while I have insisted on the $1.25. It 

seems silly and from the standpoint of income and economics it is that I 

should suubbornly insist on holding the line. On the other hand, right 

after this election with an overwhelming mandate, given the fact -we all have 

campaigned so hard for the feed grain bill, it appea!s to me that the President 

would be seriously compromised if he dropped support price now. Further 

the farm organizations would feel this_ to _be a mortal blow. : The Farm Bureau 

would chortle and feel that they had b~_en vindicated,· the NFO would scream 

bloody murder and recruit more avidly declaring Government programs were no 

good. All those who had supported farm programs would in effect say, why 

supp~rt them when the Administration policy is to move supports down· any_ way, 



the Farm Bureau is winning after ali. The net :t:"esul t would be the kind of 

bitterness and disillusion we saw among the wheat growers last fall and 
-l 

i this would mean that my position would be int.oierable·. I couldn't say that 

the President insisted on this and run out on him. I couldn't justify this 

in terms of budget for they certainly wouldn't listen. I would have the • 

rug pulled from onder :tne:,: and as such I think it's time to quit. I'm going 

up now and talk with Jane about it. I put this off for I didn't want to 

disturb her. We do like it here. I lb.ove this house and the kids their 

school. The family is happy. To wrench them away now and go someimere else. 

seems like a great hardship and a cruel thing to do. On the other hand, I 

just have a feeling that if I don't have some _kind·of support in what will 

certainly be very hazardous difficult years ahead, why this job will be completely 

impossible and I will just progressively be eroded and torn away b¥Lthe man in 
, \ 

the White House. I think it's time for a show down, but on the other hand it 

seems that· I might be overestimating and it's a bit silly to get this worked 

up over what is only a nickel a bushel. I'm not sure·, but I'm sure disturbed. 

Deceffl:ber 12, 1964 -- 3:55 p.m. I just came from the White House from a 

session with the President. It started with a meeting ·of the Poverty Council 

at 11:00. He came in almost an hour late, he then asked me to wait that he 

wanted to see me. I. got in to see him about ·3:15 in the afte_rnoon. 

A good deal has happened since I last dictated in connection with the 

crucial question and yet nothing really happened. By that I mean I've done 

a lot of sweating and thinking about it. I talked to Jane as I said I was go­

ing to do and she felt that I ought not to send a letter. It would be pre-

mature, and then last night I talked to her aga~n, and she 
. 

felt that 
. 

even if 

we had to come down a few steps I ought to be ready to do it that there were 



more important things than this and the farmer and all would be better 

off if I stayed. .In the meant'ime, I have been kinda sweating it out. I 

talked with a number of people. Charlie Murphy prepared a letter. I pre­

pared one. The questton is whether I should send it to the President. I· 

haven't done it yet. The meeting today was encouraging in light of the 

results that I want to obtain, but this is· certainly an. amazing and in some 
' .. . . 

ways a kind of sadistic man I'm afraid. 

We waited after the poverty meeting and finally I got in to see him 

and then in came Humphrey. He immediately turned on Humphrey and started 

teasing him about a report he was having some clot~es ma.de for the Inau~al 

and that he was having trouble getting an· office in the Ca_pi tol. . This was 

not too bad really; it was a kind of teasing but with a sharp edge to it. 

He then accused Humphrey of having quite a publicity machine to always get 

, ·\ his name in the papers, knowing that neith~r tY1)es of publicity in this case 

were at all desirable. Finally, as we left he said to Humphrey,. here's 

something that you '.11 enjoy seeing and then he said to me as I started out 

of the room and he called me back, "Orville, do you think Humphrey would 

like this?" and then he showed Humphrey a letter sent to him by George Reedy, 

his press secretary, confidential, to the effect that he had a f!atal liver 

malady and would be. dead ·within 6 months; and then·he said, "You~d like that, 

wo:uld.ri.'t you Humphrey?"· 1'"That are you going to do about it? but .if it happens­

sooner than J~uary" 20, it won't do you any good_ will it-?" It seemed to me 

the cruelest kind of playing on Humphrey's obvious ambitions and desire and 

all that Humphrey could do and he· did it well was to laugh and kid back, and 

not be taken too much back. The same kind of silly busine~s goes on now 

when he told George Reedy not to tell the press what the salaries were in 

the.White House for his staff people and as a result launched a torrent of 



attention and comment about it. The same kind of business where today 

we -waitea and waited a girl came into the office and said that Bill Moyers 

had said to tell all of us·and we should. tell other people that the reason 

the President was delaying was because. ,Humphrey was delayed by weather and 

wasn't here yet. Therefore, it was not the President that occasioned the 

delay. When he came in himself,· he explained what he had been doing and it 

was clear it wasn't Humphrey but rather his own earlier commitments. But 

Moyers was doing what the President would usually want done, and that wouJ.d 

be that someone else should get blamed for this. 
I 

As we waited, Bill Wirtz said to me, "Do you think the President kn~s 

how screwed up the White House is and how you don't know which way to turn. " 

I had to acknowledge that I did think he knew and that he wanted it that way, 

and Bill laughed and said he had come to the same conmlusion. So he has the 

1 same problems. 

Our conference today on feed grains was not too bad from my standpoint. 

The President indicated that although he had made no commitments to anyone 

in his campaign, and then in an aside that he had guts enough to cut anything, 

this I think for Kermit's benefit and Kermit has probably been building him 

up to have enough guts to cut things, but that he felt that farmers had come to 

rely and have some confidence in him and that they did expect that there would 

be certainly no decrease in price supports and this would be a bad time to do it, 

that he had two or three farms and he never could make money on them and the 

farmers really weren't doing very well -- but, and then he added, we've certainly 

got to do something about the fact that 80 p~rcent of the money goes to 20 per­

cent of the farmers and wouldn't we get it settled by next Tuesday between the 

three of us -- Humphrey, Gordon and myself -- or if we couldn't, to bring it 



(, - in to him and he would have to rule it up or rule it down. He then teased 

Kermit for being foolish in yielding ground and .going for $1.15 to $1.20 

when he, the President, had allegedly at Mike Feldman's recommend.ation,and 

I don't think Mike ever made such a recommendation, had ruled that it should 

be $1.15 and Kermit had to respond jokingly, "Well then I ~s a poor bargainer 

and sold you out, Mr. President." 

At this point I stopped and asked if I m.igh~ say a word and made it 

very clear to the President that ~f we were going to accomplish parity of 

income for American adequate size farmers, pointing out that that was only 

a million or so and the balance we would have to find other things to do in 

the rural Community and hence our Rural Development·and our Poverty Program, 

we were going t~ have to spend between $2 1/2 billion and $3 billion a year 

from now until 
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
. t OFFICE OF THE: SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON 
I. 

December ll, 1964 

•MEM:>RANDUM 

To: The. Pr.esident 
The White House 

From: Orville L. Freeman 
Secretary- of·. Agriculture 

Subject: Feed.Grain Price -supports 

Thank you for the time and 'close attention you gave to the ma:tter of 
feed_grain supports Wednesday. I might say your handling of Senator 
Ellender was masterful. 

We have continued our serious consideration of this problem since we 
left your office. I am afraid I may not have been able to • articulate 
as well as I should have how important I believe this decision will 
be psychologically, politically and economically. I would like to try 
again. 

I. Psychological 

Some farmers and· farm groups will be disappointed if there is not 
an increase in price supports on_ feed grains. When we talked parity 
of income in the cam;pa.ign that meant to them an increase not a 
decrease of price supports. 

Most feed grain farmers and interested.farm groups will be dis­
appointed if. we decrease these·. supports. This disappointment will 
.occur even if we q~crease the supports as I have recommended in 
·our Alternative No. 2 .. However, this alter~tive limits the cut to 
non-cooperators, as we do in o-ur wheat program, and with.an effective 
presentation that this will hold income for the cooperators, and 
the facts about budget needs and costs,. I believe we can hold the 
line with most farl)lers and farm organizations. Although the Grange, 
MFA, Farmers Union, Wheat Growers and others will not be happy, they 
will probably.be able to hold the najority of their membership for­
this alternative. We might even be able to hold the loyalty, if 
not the affection, of the NFO. 

' ' 

If, however, we actually drop supports to the cooperators ~s .well 
as the non-cooperators.,• there will. be 'bitter opposi"!,ion on the part 
of farmers and farm organizations and mue!h of the confidence they . 

https://probably.be


2--The President 

have in this Administration, which was reflected in .,their Novem­
ber . 3 vote fo~ you, will ·be lost . There would probably be attacks 
on the Administration fro~ the.farm.organizations mentioned aboye. 

Moreover, the resentment built up over this action would weaken 
the support of these groups for other farm bills. It would make 
it extremely difficult to extend other commodity progr~ms with the 

_result that·farm income would begin to fall to the 50 percent 
point it will drop to without support programs.· This resentment 
could even go to the point of dimming the~e organizations' s.upp9.rt 
for important nonagricultural legislation.· 

II . Political 

The 30 or so new Congressmen from Congressional Districts with 
strong. farm constituencies,. none of whom got more than 55 pe~cent, 
and most of whom won in traditionally Republican Districts, will 
suffer politically.. They tied their campaigns to your candidacy 
an·d to the programs of this Administration. If confidence is lost 
by their constituencies in this Administration and its leaders 
this can be reflected in support in 1966. 

III. Poverty 

Kermit Gordon asked whether the difference between the budget 
proposal and that· of the Department in costs, namely $230 million 
to produce $485 million of farm income was a better expenditure 
than a comparable amount for the various parts of the poverty pro­
gram. •My answer was: "Yes, • it is at thi•s time." Until the poverty 
program begins to show results, the iricome loss which would be 
brought about by reducing feed gra:µi supports is critical to the 
well-being of millions of people. If this action led to an eventual 
drop of.all supports_ and an income loss of 50 p~rcent, or nearly 
$6 billion at present· net income levels, this would have a grave· 

. depressionary effect. As you said during the campaign -- depressions 
can be farm-led and farm-fed. 

The progress toward parity of income we have made under your leader­
ship for cooperators has contributed its share to the national economic 
advance. To take away· the $900 million a year and possibly $5 billion 
more of net farJ;ll income would be catastroph~c. 

Constantly increasi~g productivity which outruns cost will we think 
make it possible to hold costs for the next 4 or 5 years to a con- -
stant level between $2.5-and $3:billion and also gradually lower sup­
port rates. This situation would bring about lower supports con- . 
sistent with our goal of parity of income·without eroding confidence 
and creating political hazards., both legislative now· and ,electio~·-wise 
in 1966. • 

https://s.upp9.rt


( 3--The President 

But now, so soon after the confidence expressed in you in rural 
.A.m.eric~ and with the present economics of the feed grain program, 
is not the ·time;• 

May I ~gain respectfully but strongly urge your favorable con­
sideration of Alte·rnati ve No. 2. 



DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON 

December 11, 1964 

The President 
The White House 

Dear Mr. President: 

I feel an inescapa.bie obligation to stress again, very respect­
fully but with_all-the earnestness at_my.comma.nd, the critical 
importance of your decision on feed grain price support levels 
for 1965. • • 

This will be widely recognized as.the key decision indicating 
whether or not this Administration does in fact intend to main­
tain farm income and give efficient f'amilyfarmers an oppor­
tunity to achieve income pa.ri ty. I ~ve understood that to 
be your policy, but in my judgment th_e recommendation of the 
Bureau of the Budget cannot possibly be reconciled with a 
policv of maintaining farm: income . 

. To maintain farm income even-at present levels, which are still( below parity for the great majority of efficient· farmers, it 
will _be necessary to maintain support prices and pa.;yments at 
near present levels. Increased yields will permit some decrease 
in support rates from time to time Without reducing aggregate 
net farm income, and such decreases are necessary to coun~eract 
the upward trend in program costs resulting. from increased. 
yields. These decreases in support rates will not· be popu~r 
with farmers, but I think. we can ask them.to accept the 
decreases in rates so long as ·we maintain aggregate net farm 
income. Decreases_ beyond.that ca.rinot be-reconciled with a 
policy to maintain fa.rm income. • 

Even under the recommendation I have made, and_even: With a 
•71 bushel yield for corn, we expect farm income to be $200 
million lower in 1965 than this year. To reduce farm returns 
$45emillion more as the Budget Bureau would do would be a 
severe shock to the farm comm.unity and to the rural economy 
and to the national economy. 



•.••• ·! 

2--The President 

' • . 

Again I feel I must say, and.I do it very respectfulJ.y, this would be 
such·a drastic depa.rt'UJ;'e from the policy of maintaining farm income 
that we in the Department of Agriculture have said publicly so many 
times is the pelicy of the Administration, that Charlie Murphy Eµid 
I would feel our usefulness here was ended. I know you_must make 
this decision, and all the teugh ones, in the light of the over-all 
national interest; and I do not wish to add to your burdens. But 
the maintenance of farm income is such a basic policy issue, I feel 
I owe it to you to get these thoughts before you. 

Respectfully yours, 
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The President 
The White House 

Dear Mr. President: 

I feel an inescapable obligation to stress again, very respectfully 
but with all the earnestness at my command, the critical importance 
of your decision on feed grain price support levels for 1965. 

This will be widely recognized as the key decisi-on indicating whether 
or not this Administration does in fact intend to.'maintain farm in­
come and give efficient family farmers an opportunity to achieve in­
come .. parity. I have understood that to· be your policy, but in my 
judgment the reconnnendation of the Bureau of the Budget cannot pos­
sibly be reconciled with a policy of maintaining farm income. 

To maintain farm income even at .present leve.ls, which -are still be- . 
low parity for the great majority of efficient farme-rs, it will be 
necessary to maintain support prices and payments at near present 
levels. Increased yields will p~rmit some decrease in ·support 
rates- from time to time without red~c~ng aggregate net farm._income, 
and such decreases are necessary to counteract the upward'trend•in 
program costs resulting from increased yields. These decreases in 
support rates will not be popular with .farmers, but·I think we can 
ask them to accept the decreases in rates so long as we.maintain 
aggregate net farm income.· Decreases beyond that cannot be :recon­
ciled with a policy to maintain farm income. 

Even under the recommendation ·1 have made,· and even with ·a 71-bushel 
··yield for corn, we expect· farm income to be $200 million lower in 

1965 tQ.an this year. To reducefarm·returns $450 millionmore as 
the Budget Bureau would do would be a severe shock to the farm· com­
munity and to the rural econ~y and to the National economy. 
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\ 2-The President-

Mr. President, l repeat very respectfully that to do this would be such 
a· drastic departure f.rotI!, the policy of this. Administration which we 
dramatized·· ·repeatedly dur-ing the ·c:amp~ign as we talke4 parity of income . 
that the co~fidence. of Rural America in the President.would be seriously 
undermined. · I know you must µiake th;i.s decision, and all the tough. ones, 
in the light of the overall national •interest; and t do not wish to add 
to your burdens. But the maintenance· of farm .inc<m.1e is. such a basic 
policy issue, .I feel I owe it to you--to get these thoughts before· you. 

Respectfully yours, 

-,) P.s. u.s.n.A. Budget 

Our budget as it nowstands for fiscal 1966, will be no more and probably 
less than the current'.fiscal year. If we abandon advance p~nts __on the 
Feed Grain Drogram it will be $4ooto $500 million.under the current ~ear.• 

0 

! 

·,'. ,. 
L 



(-~, Cc>ntinuation from the other tape. 

We would have to continue these programs until.1970 when we would have things 

rationalized. He listened carefully and made no comment, and said we should 

get it resolved. We h~ve a meeting set for sometime Monday and will go over 

all of these things. 

In the course of this the President had o .k. 'd the cuts that I said would 
. . 

be difficult politically but would have relati;ely top priority if s_omething 

had to be eliminated.· This was the list that would be politically very rough, 

·including such things as the abolishment of Federal funds for Extension and 

for Cooperative-State Research. Also, school milk. 

Every:.single on~, including some that would be. ~litically impossible, 

he had o.k. 'd. Kermit, however, apparently does not plan to put all of 
. ' 

~h~ into effect, for the fact Bill Moyers mentioned the President's o.k . 

.( didn't seem to shake him up very mu~h. I am sure he has a pretty good idea 

what the President has in mind, and with constant exposure can move things 

around so·that he can keep his rapport. ·pretty tough for some of us who. 

don_;.t have that much access. 

The poverty meeting, I thought, went along fairly well. Shriver chaired 

it . The President stated how much this program meant to him. He told a story 

about a family of 7, where two had been a great success, the second a11d the . 

sixth, and in talking with the 85 year old dying mother and asking about the 

first and the seventh; he dragged out the story, but the effect was that when 

the _seventh, a little boy, got a wagon, the seventh, who was raising rabbits 

got him to go and get·1ettuce and bones out of garbage cans to feed to the 

rabbits and that they in effect had been going in garbage c~ns and sqrting 

out bones ever since, a:hcithe moral:, of the story was that there would be 

lots of bones around and lots of ideas and we'd have to sort out _the _good_ 

ones and try and get li workable_program . 

.. 
•• < • • • • •· F '-',• ' 



/. - He went on then to tell his familiar story of how in the Roosevelt 
\. 

Cabinet, everyone of the Cabinet officers fought each other qnd after 

Cabinet meetings had private press conferences attacking one another, and 

that poor Roosevelt had to stand this, and he begged us not to;do the same, 

saying he was not as strong as Rooseve~t and he would be unable to stand it. 

The moral and object apparently being that we must get along, and that he 

knew that this would be difficult and there would be frictions, but he was 

urging that we should not put him under the gun as they had put Roosevelt 

under the gun. 

His concern about the poverty program, and about passing legislation, 

came through also in connection with our conference on feed grains when he 

said to Kermit that we had to keep this budget down, that after all the 

budget going into_ .high could very well imperil• all of our other programs . 

That he really had his back in the poverty program-was clear. I thought it 

was quite apt to describe t,his committee as comparable domestically to the 

National Security Council and to call it the Domestic National Security Council. 

As a part of this same presentation he said he had never yet heard one of the 

members of the Cabinet criticize another one, and he thought this was remark­

able, and he wanted it continued. 

All in all it was another exhibition of the complex nature of this man. 

He's for some of these programs; he feels his way along, he wants to keep 

people happy·, wants to be decisive. He's crude, cruel; he' ·s secretive and 

vain. He' s all kinds of things . He' s sure different from Kennedy, . but he 

does get the job done. 

AnywayI feel a little better now. I think we can meet next week, and 

I think he really more or less gave Kermit Gordon signa~s and now we ought 

( to be able to work something out . 
'-..._. 

It'll be a relief to get this off my back. 



I do feei I should try and carry on here. I did feel today tihat he 

wanted me to. I think this is going to come out, and we'll just have tq 

keel? pitching. 

The rest of the week was really_not too significant. I spent some time 

up on the Hill, saw Sena.tors McGovern, Milt Young, had .. lunch with Jamie 

Whitten,· talking mostly about pesticides, but I did tell. him the budget was 

goin·g to be tough and that the President was really squeezing us and that it 

wouldn't be the budget that I would consider ideal. 

La.st night Jane and I went to see a movie on Churchill which set down 

the magnificent accomplishments of this man and the span of history in his 

lifetime which may touch little sideshows as I.have just been living through 

now seem rather small. Jane reminded me there were; I guess, some oc~asions 
·' 

when I wondered if there would be understanding and. support under the Kennedy 

Administration and only in the lat.er years some more feeling of stability 

and assurance as a product of coming to know him and ·his staff people better. 

She said the same thing would happen here and suggested in her gentle way 

that I was a bit too impatient and a bit too abrupt, and.perhaps she's right. 

In any_ event, at 4:10 on this Saturday afternoon, things look a bit better 

and now I must make some phone calls and get some things lined up for a heavy 

week to come . 

December 14, 1964 - 11:45 p.m. • 

I've just finished about three hours at this desk and it's about time to turn 

in. I've, had a busy day and a somewhat satisfying· one. The Feed Grain matter 

is settled. The President, in effect, told Kermit ~rdon to get off the hook 

on Saturday and· I worked a good share of the day yesterday cm my budget and 

.got some tables prepared, one of which by cutting back the • estimated yield in 

·., feed grains picked up about 75 million dollars in terms of budget estimates. • 

I wrote this into the budget figures which came out less than the current fiscal 



year's budget, and Kermit bought it without saying very much. 

Actually Humphrey came over a.gain and we met for almost thr~e hours. 

At the conclusion of that meeting, w~ere we discussed manythings -~nd· went 

over a number of the items that I had submitted to the President for ·pos­

sible cuts if we had to follow a radical course, Humphrey said to Kermit, 

"What about Feed Grains, can we go ahead now," and Kermit said somewhat 

jocularly, ''Well, it's not that you have·a good case but ~u•ve simply worn 

me out," and on that basis why we plan to go a.head. 

I also agreed to a 29¢ support level on cotton which worries me. It's . 
another cut to the producers and the mills continue to benefit from the one-

pr~ce cotton thing, which is a bonanza for them. I would have real· soul­

searching if it weren't that und~r the current cotton bill the small 15 acre 

producer gets a special_ support rate• .and also by increasing the payment pro.­

vision we believe.that th~ cooperating cotton farmer will do just· about as 

well as.he would at 30¢. There'll be a squawk about this, as there will 
. . 

about ri~e which we plan_to drop quite·a bit, because this is a program where 

they are having quite a bonanza, -50 percent of it going out either under. P.L. 

li8o or under a very heavy exi,,ort subsidy. 

All in all· we had .a good m~eting. ·Humphrey contributed mightily to it. 

His wit, his dra:rpatic way-o-r·putting things 1 and the uninhibited free range 

of his mind, really are.quite stimulating. ~e jacked up the Bureau of the . . 

Budget fellows __considerably in terms of go, go, instead of a no, no approach. 

Actually, without the inhibitions or rather the problems of having to administer 
. . ~ 

and carry programs forward, it is easier to have the min~ range_ free. Cer-

_tainly in the legis~tive bodies the inhibitions which we necessarily have 

when we have to administer the prograins_are not present and a creative thinker, 

a doer and a humanitarian like Humphrey· can reaily stimu.l.at~ and excite things 

which he has done all these years. 

https://stimu.l.at


Anyway we got a good many things set"tled out in this session and now 

at . last I can see daylight in terms . of closing Qut our budget by the end 

of this week and having most of the hig tough connnodity, i.e·., allotment 

price support questions resolved. We.. will -nowlook forward to sometime 

over the holidays reviewing our o"\ier-all prog~~m w.i:th the President and .. 

then ste~ping up the pace in terms of getting legislative acceptance from 

the key peopJ,.e in the Congress and getting people.involved in that tricky 

business. I hope by the time Congress comes in we'll have our position 

thoroughly consolidated in relation to program policy and direction. 

Yesterday, Jane and I went up to New Xork to the Kennedy Library Trustees 

meeting. We thought we wouldn't get out of here because of the bad weather 

and no landing in New York, ··but it worked out fairly well,· for we flew up 

with Bob McNamara. He had the British Ambassado~, Lord Harlee~ and his wife, 

.---') and _wehad a nice visit with them going up and coming back . .-. 

Again, this ~s an affair which had distinction and class. The Kennedy's 

do know how.to do things. The architect was announced. Dick Neustedt was 

announced as the head of a Kennedy Institute to be affiliated with the Library 

to work to~rds cross-fertilization be~we_en t~e a,cademic and the political ___and 

Governmental communities. An important and stimulating idea. 

Jackie looked well and relaxed, which we were all happy to see. 

We didn't get back until almost 2 ~·ooin th~ morning, so last night was a 

short night, but I felt surprisingly well today, being on the treadmill most 

of the day. We had long conferences this morning about P.L. 480, Food for 

Peace, and what might be done to amend that law. 

I went over to the--White House to .go over with Mike Feldman what he would 

give to the President briefing our program. It was well-done as usual. Mike 

indicated to me that he might resign, and I urged him not to do· so. He said 

that some days he felt fine and others like h_e ought to move on, that four 



years was enough in any job. He hastened to add that that didn't mean lack 

(-·,, of respect f9r the President, but. Well, I had the feeling that the but was 
\ 

a big one and it did mean that·and he's pretty thoroughly frustrated and 

kinda feels left out, as many do these days . 

I told him that I felt the next year would be a crucial one, that w~ 

owed it to the country, to the prQgram, to do our best, using w:hat we've 

learned in four years to get some things done.. Maybe I helped· him and his 

spirit. I hope I might have influenced him."to stay. He's an excellent 

staff man. The kind of staffing which the White House ought to have is 

crucial to make this Government work. 

Spent a little time on the Hill again today, too. I had about an 

hour's vis~t with Gene McCarthyc • Earlier I had gotten Ed. Christianson to 

approach him and to ask him to give real leadership in the Senate Committee. 

Ed wrote me that Gene had agreed to do this. Gene McCarthy said nothing.to. 

me about it. I thought he was reasonably interested and receptive. Ken· 

Birkhead thought he was not too re_sponsive in terms of saying what he would 

do, but I think tp.at' s Gene's way. I' 11 need to go back at him again, but 

if we can really get him to take leadership, it'll mean a great dealo 

I also talked to Senator Bayh from Indiana who is a young fellow very 

interested in agriculture, and a farmer himself, who has been somewhat in­

fluenced by the Farm Bureau cropland retirement program, but seems to be 

moving our way, at least influenced by the National Agricult~al Advisory 

Council's recommendations re. general_~ropland reti~ement program combined 

with cropland conversion and our wheat and feed grain programs .. On the other 

hand the Farmers Union is violently opposed to the gen~ral cropland thing. 

This is really politics for the NFO is up and down their ba~k, and general 

cropland retirement even as caref~ly circumscribed in the Connnission report 

can be demagogically equated wi~h the old · s.oil bank which was so hated as • 

it wrecked many communities and that's what Jim Patton is doing now. But 

we' 11 just have to get him talked out of that one. 

https://nothing.to


December 16, 1964 - 11:45 p.m. - at home 

This evening we had Jack a1:1d Pat McCarty for dinner. Jack quit his job with 

NAPCO, basically because M:l.x Rappaport tends to chisei ••rather than to live 

up to the full faith of contracts and agreements and Jack couldn't take any 

more of it. The falling out was really about a deal to India where a NAPCO_ 

subsidiary was sold, the loan being negotiated through AID for several million 
. . 

dollars. It took a long time ·and in the process ·N.APcoabsorbed a good many 

of the tools and Mix was chiseling on living up to the full faith of the con­

tract. At first Jack planned to go to India himself to make it work; finally . 

he quit all together. He was a little nervous. He needs a job. He wasn't 

as highly paid or as rich as I thought he was, and I t~ink he lived fairly 

high. He is a bright, able, honest, dedicated fellow, and I am going to talk 

to Dave Bell and McNamara about him. 

For the last hour I have been working over my notes and briefing book for 

a conference ~pening tomorrow with Canada, Arg~ntina, and Australia on wheat. 

Gradually for .sometime we have been disturbed that we ha~e been losing wheat 

markets and we have had a feeling that the Canadians have been taking advantage 

• of us. Actually we have a kind of cartel with them and we work out arrange-

. ments, grade by grade, market b.y market, where • ~e compete fundamentally on. 

quality, shade one another now and then on price, but stay pretty well within 

the.rules of a g~ven price which it is-estimated as.15 or 20¢ h1gher than it 

would.be if it was on restra~ned competition in t~e world market as once was 

the case. However, I 've had the feeling for some~ime, particu1ar·1y since the 

Canadians sold to China, dropped their worid price without notice to us, held 

it there while they took care of th~ir principal buyers, then moved it back 

up, all down rather peremptorily, that the Canadians more or less chisel on 

us _and that we are taken advantage of. 

This year our wheat exports:have been very light, and we estimate them to 

.be under 100 mill.ion ·bushels. Thi_s in a year when we must extend the wheat 

https://would.be


the wheat producers groups has resulted in our looking close"iy and taking a 

stronger position. 

A couple of weeks age> I O .k. 'd an export subsidy of about 20¢ a bushel 

more than otherwise would be the case on du.rum and we made a sale in France 

taking -it away from Argentina.·.· Canada protested vigorously and dropped their 

price accordingly. 

We are going to take a strong position tomorrow declaring that we insist 

on 150 million bushels in the market, that we ~11 try to work out with them 

a.nµ.cably how we will get this much, pri(?ing to get it, and stop there, or. if 

we can't work something out, we will just price accordingly. 

I am sure that their response wil~ be a sharp rejoind~r that we are using 

the great power of the United States and the taxpayer to take away so much 

market and that this is unfair, that after all we have a favorable balance 

of trade with Canada, also with Australia, and we certainly ought to not act 

in this fashion. 

That's all well and good, but I still think we're getting taken advantage 

of, and I will merely say that the pressure has built up here with the new 

wheat program, where w~ can' .t tolerate this and I've got to move one way or 

another. 

There'll be some contention about whether we should include sales to 

China which they will wnt to exclude in determining the base on which to 

apply the percentage to :which we are entitled. They will claim that our 

P.L. 480 doesn't benefit the recipient but is primarily a benefit to our­

selves, and I'll try and shame them into taking on some of this burden. 



The question as to whether the less developed countries would be better 

(--··>off and in the long run our markets :would be better off if we sold on world 

markets at a lower price, particularly with a great and growing demand for 

wheat among the LDC's will also be reviewed. I'm frankly a little uncomfortable 

about all of this. I was reading a paper by Bob Lewis who, alone in the 

Department, feels that we ought to adhere to the international cooperation 

line. I am more comfortable philosophically with that, but I have the 

feeling supported by most in the Department that it is time for us to be a 

little rugged and·a little denanding. A good example of this is the 

Ceylanese deal that I've already described, and how if we don't hit a bit 

harder advantage will be taken of us. We' 11 have to see how it goes. I 

feel much more comfortable being Santa Claus than Scrooge. 

The last couple of days have really been hectic ones, but I've got a 

lot done. I had the Assistant Secretaries in to discuss the reorganization 

•· that is in the miil and it looks pretty good~ and I have scheduled a meeting 

for next Monday and have directed the nec~ssary staff work to get it rolling. 

We had a lo~g discussion about EEC which was quite timely for they 

finally agreed on a common grain price, mid-point between the German and the 

Franch as I predicted a long time ago. The question now is whether they 

will be more flexible ·in negotiating agricultural agreements. We1·11 have to 

wait and see. The signs aren't good. 

McGeorge Bundy called me about this today and said he would advis·e the 

President that he_ thought this ought to be scheduled ahd carefully reviewed 

by him shortly after the first of the year. I heartily concurred and was 

encouraged that he did call about it. 

I met a good part of the morning with some people from.California, from 

their Legislature and their Commis$ioner of' Agriculture,. talking about trade. 
\ 

I had ·abig delegation of sugar people in. We had a session on the 

budget: I had a session with Ed Crafts from Interior abo-u,t the relations 

between ourselves and.Interior on new land and water .conservation fund bill 

I 



which I succeeded in working around so the administrative regulations now 

(_ call for non-coersioµ but real coordination with referenc_e to. the Recreation 

Advisory Council in cases where, there is not concurrence in the leadership of 

the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation. 

All in all, things are really moving along. I'm also trying to get ready 

for a visit to the Ranch, which I am informed will be first part of next week. 

I'll be glad when that's over. 

Budget and legislation is pretty well settled down. 

We announced the feed grain price support yesterday and had a good bit of 

discussion and I am pretty well resolved on 29¢ for cotton. I'm not very happy 

about it; I'd like to hold to 30¢. However, the little cotton fellow will get 

an increase payment and he is pretty well taken care of regardless. Most of 

the large producers recognize a need for a bit lower price support level. It's 

the producer of 75 to 200 acres who has a diversified operation and probably 

can 1t make any money on 29¢ cotton I worry about. However, yields have sky­

rocketed, the carry-over is enormous, and fundamentally I think most people 

will support th~ drop. 

I'm beginning to get calls however. One f):"om Congressman Mills; another 

from Senator Symington, and the pressure will.pile up. 

We were going to annOW1ce cotton today,·but· decided against it because 

we got the results of yesterday's referendum on cott.on -- 96%~pprova.l -­

flu-cured tobacco about the same, and it seemed just too cruel and-heartless 

to reward this fine showing with·an immediate drop in price supports. So we 

held it off until ,Friday and wil~ announce it on Friday. 

We agreed on soybeans as well and so we will almost be through. I'm going 

to have a meeting next week on rice, bring in the state and.AID people so that 

they can see what the alternatives are in relation to supply and cost and get 

them to understand how we set acreage and price supports. In the process we 



can maybe review t~e question of liberalizing P.L. 480 and find out whether· 
.·--.. 

( • • we can really get their enthusias.tic support or not. Without them, we won't 

go far.· These, then, are some of the things in the mill on this a very busy 

week indeed. And now off .'.l;o bed. I must breakfast in the morning with Sha!P, 

the Trade. and Commerce Minister from Ca~aa.a;· whom I ·amsure is not going to 

be very happy with what we' re doing. .Sobei t. 

Sunday, December· 20, 1964 -- J.l:05p.m. In the office ·at home. 

· Well another week is over, or should I say, the first day of another· week 

is completed. To catch up - th~ meeting with the Canadians, Australians and 

AEgentinians ya.a not as bad as I thought. I was ·a bit uncomfortable, but 

they got the pitch quick and·we covered a lot of ground, reviewing ~st, 

present and future wheat relations. I opened the meeting with some brief 

welcoming remarks and then read a prepared statement which said in effect that 

we were tired of providing the umbrella with no cooperation from the rest of 
\ 

the world and we were short 50,000,000 buslels of wheat we needed, would they 

help. For a day and a half the discussi.on rolled around that q~estion and 

it ended up without any thmg·.;resolved. ·r think I shook them up when I told 

them that we could well fail tG extend wheat legislation this year and with 

unlimited production we could really flood the world market and gravely 

depress prices on wheat. The Argentines and Austrailians really d.idn 't say 

very much. Arg~ntina repeated again and again how P,.L. 480 affected their . 

commercial markets in Latin America and how• they bad to sell because they had 

no storage and then pretty much listened. I sturdi1t.:· . .- contended that· they really 
. . 

d.idn 't destination price but rather priced accordin_g to zones and had to becaus~ 

of their location far from many ;markets. They also had real concern about • 

P.L. 480. Canada ·carried the brunt of the discussion and mde a strong case 

for avoiding a price conflict, not driving down prices,· and how we would all lose 
( 
\ 

i.f we did. 
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I went· to a lunch· that Charley Murphy had for the Ar~entinians. He 

made a trip down there, discussed wheat and other things with them, and 
. . 

seemingly thoroughiy enjoyed. it. I was the host .at a d~nner on Thursday 

night for all of them. It really. worked out quite well~,. There were a lot 

of side discussions. We had dinner and rather than a formal proceeding, I 

told a f_ew stol:ies, other people responded and it was a rather gay and enjoy­

able affair. •• The next day we were at it ~gain early in the morning. We 

asked them to cooperate in setting up a working committee to s~e_where.w~ 

might expand our • sales without their objecting to our getting .'them through 

lower prices. 'I1hey did not cooperate in that endea~or. The· meeting pretty 

well ended on· a note which was_typified by Sha:1-''s closing remarks that they 
. • . . ' 

were sensitive to our problem, they would_ help. in every way they couldi- but 

they.were not willing to sit .down and mark out any areas where we might dig 

in a little extra latitude to sell. Their strong argument wa:sthat if we 
. . . 

tried to sell anywhere, such as Egypt, lowering price to get a market that 

would othe:n~ise go to France, that whea~ would tend to leak around the world 

and disrupt world !PEt:tkets. It was left about ·there. 

On Friday afternoon I went over to the State Department to talk-with 

Ball and Herter a.bout a letter to the EEC. This one is running hot again on 

trade negotiations for they did settle and reached a connnon price on _gi:ain. 

It's mid-way between the German and French pri~e: just where I said it would. -

There is some doubt about how much increased production will come iI3:to being 

in France at this price, but probably a good deal. It' s a miserable si tua­

tion. E;EC f'unds are right now subsidizing ~ench wheat which is being exported 

and going to China. EEC f'unds collecte·d from fees from us will. go to pay 
. . 

a subsidy to the German .farmers and also -will go to pay a subsidy for export 

to the French farmers. I~ the meantime they will maintain their fee· and we 

will all be residual suppli~rs. 



( '. The fee. on 'poultry went up last week about 3 cents and hundred.~ of 

thousands of' pounds of poultry enroute.was stopped~' Also there is some 

reason to believe commitments were made to Italy looµng to fees being
. . . . . 

extended to fr'Uit and vegetables, also possibly ·to. t,o~cco. and to vegetable's 

as we11. If this is the case it would represent. a real erosion of ourmarket. 
. . . . ~ • 

Ray Ioanes has 
' 

now ~lmost turned 
' 

around and is of a ~lid, Charley Murphy 

pretty well agrees, that rather than our demanding that agr:i.~ulture· and 

industry go for.ward together' that instead we pull agriculture out of the 

Kennedy-round altogether. This reflects a lack of' confidence in our negotia­

trbJDs:.:and. the fear that rather than get any concessions we actua_lly may very 
' ' ' 

well lose ground. Mc~orge Bundy called me abou:t all this· and suggested ..· 

that shortly after the first of the year we ought to have a full. ctress review 
' ' 

of' thi~· whole problem and what lies before -µ.s with the Presideµt. I heartily 

( • agreed. I was p~eased _he called and that he is thinking about .it and it is 

timely and important that this.should be done. 

I'm going down to the Ranch on Wednesday and I hope to have a cha.nee. to 

discuss this briefly with the President and to see what his· rea·ction will 

be to my talt;i.ng a:reconnaissance trip to We~tern Europe before such a meeting 

so I can. get a little better feel as to what is act~li.y going on. 

Actually when I was at the state Department I had a call from Horace Busby 

in the President's office, telling me to be prepar_ed to emphasize economies 

accomplished 1::.and also contributions made to the Great Society for the President 

•and for the Press when I was in Texas. I was also urged to get· on the radio 

and T-V and tell the story of Agriculture, how much better we do than the 

Russians ~d .in this way to blunt the edge of the criticism. of agriculture. 

I don't lmow what brought this on but I couldn't help chuckling and I sUlllllllµ'ized. - . . . . . ,' 

i 
\ .. the instructibns to Busby laughingly and-he responded 

' 

1D:kind 
' 

to the effect 

. • . . . . . • • ._·. ·.,. -· 
.. ' ! 
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( that I am to economize and to carry the Great Society forward without. 

spending any money. I am also to be liberal and progressive, but also to 

be conservative and prudent in my appearances. 

The press is a bit critical these days about the President's secrecy 

which is kind of ridiculous. For emmple, his unwillingness to give the 

salary of the people in The White House; also, his withho~ding of inforna­

tion and his failure to give any definitive statements at this time as to 

what his program will be, and_ this probably has gotten him upset·. 

Anyway, after getting these instructions I went on over with Co~ie 

and her Sorority big sister, Sue Olson, and Jane and we saw the Christmas 

tree lighting ceremony which is always so impressive. It was bitter cold 

and we rushed to the car to get warmed up. ·r went by the Bureau of the Budget 

to drop off the last budget -analysis which shows us in pretty good shape. 

Actually se.;eral hundred million dollars below last year's budget which is 

$1 billion, $200 million below the year before. There are a half a dozen 

contested items which I will have to-:resolve with Kermit Gondon, but. it 

looks fairly good at this point. A number of them are painful. Fo~ one 

thing, I had some trouble with Nyle Brady last week complaining that ~e was 

not being consulted when we reached some decisions and.directed him to elim-

inate certain kinds of. research. This he said was very damaging and· offered 

to-find other·things that could be eliminated that were not so important and 

he pro<Eeded to do that including the closing of a doz~n or more resea~ch 

laboratories. Congress will ·scream bloody murder aboµt this. Som~ are on 

the list that I did not ask for appropriations for l~st tim.~ and they appro­

priated for every one of the~. Certain lines of ~esearch ~ill also be. eliminated 

and this will .bring a big holier also. 



Then there is Soil Con~ervation whe!e we propose to cut back about 

$20 million for the application of soi_l conserva.tion practices on the farm. 

This w~ll create a seri,ous problem with the Soil Conservation Association. 

1or they ·complain bitterly w'hen they do ~ot get as much or more money for 

.the "on the farm" soil conservation work opposing our effort to direct:f'unds 

.and energies into the land readjustment recreation and new land uses program.· 

•They of course want them both -- more money for the old, new money for the 

•new. 

It's really kind of interesting how this one, the ·research and a number 

of others got into this business. With the President talking so strong and 

hard about. eliminating unnecessary services I got together a list partly in 
' • 

peak of a dozen or so things that we ~ou.ld _eiiminate which would be politically 

costly. With hardly a yes or a no he accepted the µst on~ day in the office 

and I was hung on a dilemna of my own making~ Actually, Kermit Gordon got me 

off in part for he seemingly is ignoring w'hat the President said about this 
I 

and such things as the Extension Service and the Federal-state Cooperative 

Research Program he left in the budget despite the fact they,:~ were on my list 

and allegedly accepted by the Pres1:dent. • ·Thi~ is .a br~tal, diffli!ault process. 

You have to be pretty tough and har~ boiled at it- and I must say he is or 

we wouldn't be moving as we are and getting some bad ones out of ~he way. 

The response of Brady at long last in coming up with projects to be canceled 

out is an example of the kind· of pressure it takes to get something of this 
I 

kind. He came up with it only when he was able .. to prevent eutting sori.ething 

else out that he wanted more. 

December 23, 1964 -- 6: 30 a.m_. • Yes, a.m. Off to the Ranch. The last 

few days have revolved aro~d today and what -rpay come today -- t~ 'wit, a 

review of the buq.get· and hopefully-the-program for the_ coming year at the 

' ' LBJ Ranch. WeIve been 'really scratching to prepare 'mate:t'iais ,to be up to date 



on ail aspects, of the budget and hopefully to review policy questions· and 

get direction, policy orientation, marching orde~s, if you will. It's· quite 

a process som~hat reminiscent2of preparing for a broad comprehensive exam­

ination. I'm not always up to date on the numbers because Charley Murphy 

is so good at this and I like to have him with me but· on this occasion I have 

really been digging a.nd I hope we're in pretty good shape. There,··are a 

number of items which still have to be resolved on the __budget but we are 

below last year, a good deal below 2 years ago. 

Yesterday I had a number of meetings in the office_and a very, very 

busy day and have had both days this week. One of the meetings involved 

State, AID, the.Bureau of the Budget and the Council of Economic Advisers 

on the question of rice price ·supports and then the question of whether we 

should amend Public Iaw 480. Throughout this discussion, as well as at a 

lunch with Bob Weaver from the House and Home Finance Agency with whom we are 

trying to coordinate, one thing stood out as the issue, the prominent thing, 

that is cut, cut, cut, save, save, save. Last night at dinner I made a little 

speech about it which bubbled up from somewhere inside with a feeling of deep 

resentment. It is true this President has put on so much pressure the Bureau 

of the Budget has been so determined and has become so dominant that the 

basic attitude in this Administration is not what can you do, but what can't 

you do. I hope this isn't too negative a prognosis. 

Yesterday morning in tB:lking to Rowland Evaris, the Commentator and 

Columnist, I indicated. that we were disallowing some programs in order to 

finance others, that we had gotten addi t·ional funds in the poverty program 

which is t'rue for loans to poverty farmers and to small cooperatives d:.n.;;.poverty 

areas. The job corps will also help some young people and help our forests 

in part . This is a plus, but there are so many· other things. up and down the 

line it's a minus. 



I must say honestly.if you're going to eliminate some programs, you've 

gotta be pretty rough and tough because they' re hard to .move. Most programs 

are useful, serve a useful purpose and people fight terribly hard to retain 

them. I've done a good deal of work the pas~ 2 days on some changes in the· 

Research Service eliminating some 22 small stations, limiting lines of 

research in another 30 or so, and generalq shaking up the Agricui:b:u.ral Research 

Service. Most of these are things that need to be done but they ~ure will 

get Congress excited. Well, it's a hard tough process, but it is basically 

disturbing to see the attitude as a whole.and of course to feel the uncer­

tainty in connection with this whole business as it :permeates the Government. 

This ~11 be really the first chance in 9ver a year now to have a real :policy 

review and get some idea of what kind of support W"ill be'forthcoming from the 

man in the White House. I' 11 be back in about 12 hours. 

December 23, 1964,.9:35 p.m. -- back· in the office. I just returned 

from the LBJ Ranch trip~ landing a °few moments ago at Andrews on a Jet star. 

It was an interesting but relatively uninformative day, although the undertones 

are not too ·pleasant. I was up early _this morning about 6:00 o'clock, t9ok 

my usual exercise, dressed and rushed out of the door and to Andrews, arriving 

there about 7:15. We were airborne soon, arriving in Texas at the Ranch 

about 11: 00 a .m. Washington, 10: 00 a .m. Tems time . The President m~t us 

personally in his little cart and took us to the ·ranch house where in a few 

moments we were draped ar01md-tables in the front yard with -·the river _flowing 

by in front of us and down to work. He ·first reviewed matters with the 

Postmaste!v3General., John A. Gronouski, excusing Dave Bell and myself' to go 

into the house for some coff'ee. We did so, visiting there while he conferred 

for about 45 minutes with_ Gronouski, and then will Bell. I came to bat about 

11:30 and weconferred about 45 minutes. We didn't waste much time·on-the· 
I 

' \ 
I 
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( • smaller budget. iteI!l5, deferring them for cons_ideration by Kermit Gordon 
. . 

and mys~lf which we· will ]~>robab.ly do ·Saturday. We did discuss som~ basic 

policy questions and I inust say without very. ,good results. 

I left the ranch and particularly the pres_s. conference, f'or we went 

from the ranch to Austin f'or a press conference_at ~:00_ o'clock, feeling 

somewhat depressed. First of ~11 th~. press confe~~n~e was typical in that 

I got only one question and that was the total amount of my budget request 

and how it compared to 1.ast·year. rave Bell, Gronquski, and Kermit Gordon 

got repeated questions. The press wasn't even. inter.ested enough in what 

agriculture -wa..sdoing to ask, or perhaps they didn't know enough. -Of more 

gravity eyen was the general attitude expressed about agriculture during 

my discussions with the President. First, I had hoped and this matter. had 

been before him for some time that we would get his consent to a name change 

in the Department. I presented this very strongly with prepared data, argu­

ing that we needed to have a name change to adequately describe the Depart­

ment and its charge to bring The Great Society to Rural America to stamp 

out poverty there, to describe what we are doing~ to take the surplus subsidy 

label off of us.. '.Earlier I discussed this with Hora.ce Busby, one of the 

•President' s staff men, who concurred in this and thought it would be very useful 

and important. ~he President was generally negative. He listened as I did 

my best to present the . case strongly. Kermit Gordon • disagreed, saying the 
. . • . 

use of the words Rural Af'fairs would have. the effect of separating.country 
: . 

and city when they ought to be ~owing closer together rather than apart.· 

vigorously disagreed,• po_intilig out that we now had that with the name of. 

agricul t~e and the c·ommodity • label and we needed to have •a new day, and ~p. 
. . . 

effect an underwrt~ing of our new assignment. The President concluded by 

saying let's hold it ·and- see what happe1:1,s, we wouldn't get· it changed anyway, 

I 
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( I'll discuss this matter further i;,rith Humphrey.and Orville, and so that was 

put on the shelf', but I'm not very optimistic. 

When we got to the commodity programs he was really not irritable, but 
. . 

certainly negative. In part he -was just te_a_sing when he accused Kermit_ Gordon 

of backing down on the $1.1·5 supp~rt level. When he renarked that Ellender 

• and Gordon t~ok that position, Kermit came back and said.that he had capitu­

lated . bec~use ~f the company he was keeping. The President then said we woltld 

bring that down or change th~ program, he wasn't quite clear, but he was 

definitely of a mind that the support level wasn't a one shot thing. I then 

pointed out to him that we ·~eeded to keep these programs if we were going to 

have farm income for at least the period from now until 1970. Kermit Gordon. 

came hack and said that I had agreed to dropping price supports, and the 

President said I had agreed to terminating the programs. I think I cleared 

( it up ..by pointing out that I had said that if productivity permitted it we 

would support dropping supports, but I reemphasized program continuation and 

the fact that the programs ought to be extended for 3 to 5 years. Bill Moyers 

came in then and said that Charley Murphy me·etill:g with them in the White House 

had agreed on a 1-year extension, but then he backed off and said he wasn't 

sure that Murphy had actually so agreed. What it comes down to is -that they 

are certainly not for an extension of the· programs more than 1 ye-a:r. Further • 

I found that Humphrey had apparently recently • se!lt in a memorandum ·calling 

f'or some kind of a connnittee or-commission to.review. farm programs, said 

connnission to be composed of people who were not allied to producers or dom: 

inated by producer groups. Kermit Gordon said he was for this, so was Moyers, 

the President was noncommittal saying he would ..discuss the _whole .matte·r· .further 

with Humphrey and myself. It 's ··a • pretty grim prospect .. No one _on the White 

House staff, in the Bureau, and that will go tor the Council of Economic Advisers, 



is apparently prepared to go for more than a 1-yea.r extension of these 

programs. I seriously wonder whether that is worth the struggle. I 

must·._get in touch wit~ Humphrey and try and clear the· air ori this and 

also· on the matter of the name· change~ • Both of th~.se· were major items 

and in both ·cases I-was in effect rebuffed. This isn't personal, my.rela­

tions ·with the peopie-, the· President -~nd the others seems to be excellent 

but they are simply more than ·lukewarm on the program. 

After I finished my session, we went to the table for lunch. I had 

earlier been greeted by Mrs. Johnson most cordially and she inquired about 

the kind of plant and I must get more information on it for I was a bit 

embarrassed that I didn't know more about the Holly Plant she had received 

out there and which obviously had thr_illed her. We had a nice lunch with 

the President coming late and then criticising the pheasant as being tough, 

( all of which was taken merrily and in good graces by Mrs. LBJ'. 

Dave Bell apparently was very gravely cut and was quite depressed before 

and at lunch, but then went back into session for almost 2 hours on the front 

lawn and the President apparently increased his allowance up to the current 

level for the AID program. Apparently following the morning conference he 

called George ·Ml.hon, the Appropriations Committee Chldrman, and discussed this 

matter and got Ms.hon's agreement to support a program at that level and then 

went ahead and Ih.et Dave in~rease it. On th~ way back on the plane ~ve asked 

the question of whether this was all a·charade of Kermit Gordon, and Kermit 

said he thought not, but he wasn't sure.either. It's interesting that Bi~l 

Moyers, Horace Busby and Kermit Gordon, all staff people very close to the 
,, . 

President really don't know what he is thinkil;l~ or always. what he's doing. 

They talk quite freely"·about his personality, ,,syst.em _and method, pointing out 

(
,._____,, for example that he will start taking• a very prejudice position_, that he· will 

then after he has vent his spleen, so to ·speak, will pe~t an expression of 



,,,-..\ a logical case which he will then consider and act wi-:t;hin reason. He is 
\_. 

particularly violent and reacts negatively, they pointed out, whep someth~ng 

that has_ been discussed or reviewed s~ows .up in the newspapers.· This will 

cost $300 or $4oo million out· of any progrrut?- they related. Relationships 

again are odd. His kidding has a kind of a mean_ cut to it. He holaers at 

his staff and people who run break neck·to his eve~y personal need. He joked 

with Dave Bell, turning it _on me pointing out what would I say to the Iowa· 

farmers when we cut the feed·grain and loan level and maintained payme~~s to 

foreign countries. I responded that we would tell them it would increase 

their a_griculture export markets which Dave Be·ll appreciated, but which he 
. ' 

turned aside. Actually he wasin fairly good_ humor today a~d he can be quite 

personable, but this edge of cruel humor, these personal demands and then an 

arbitrariness.in terms of decisio~ ~king set off on occasions by thought~ess-

1 ness and the unwillingness to nake a decision upon which there is conflict 
\. 

make it indeed a complex process to ·do anything with him. 

One thing accomplished today' was an agreement by Dave Bell and. myself 

to get a quick task force to review ~he Food:for Peace thing, projecting needs 

in developing countries for the next decade, amounts of food that -we should 

have available, and change~ that. ought to be made in our own domestic·'·agri­

cultural program so we will be set up to meet those needs _when they come. With 

this kind of a frame of .reference it is felt we will have more definite ground 

on which to stand in developing·and in selling necessary changes in P.L. li8o. 

The _trip back in the Jet star was reiatively uneventful. We had a few 

drinks and visited~ I ·had a long talk with Kermit Gordon about agriculture, 

but it wasn't very productive. He went back to the ground.conservative econ-· 

omists always go to_ in agr~.culture and. that ~s that the increase in· land 

(...:_.✓- values results? in a kind of cycle because that means that the . ~ost of operations 

goes up because the ·value . of land i-s the base to which intereeit is • applied 
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and therefore all of our parity income figures are not very.meaningful . 
. _., 

He has ·no program. He does attack the sugar program and uses it as an 

example of° how c~rtain producers have a bonanza. He harkens back to the· 

Brannan plan of payments which limits thinking in terms of payments ··to 

the small and relatively.inefficie~t producer, ignorinfft~e fact that 
. . 

we need price support and production control progr~ms for the ·commercial 

producer if' Am.ericari Agriculture is to continue to do its job. This we 

seemingiy can 1t break through On .. .l\n:yway, he ·merely restated again but 

emphasized the fact that it's not only him but the people.around the 

President that it's a pretty grim, tough business.· I felt for a while today 

again that I'd just about had it and as I look ·ahead it's a rath~r grim 

prospect . To break oux back fighting for a 1-year ext.ension on a farm program,· 

to start all over and do it again next year, simply doesn't make sense. We 

( may not nake it at all and as a result will be· kind of grim if we don't . I1 

don't know where we go then. It may well be· that· I should take a stand and 

fight it out now. We1 11 see. Anyway, that's the day before the day before 

Christmas at the LBJ Ranch. And now a bit more ··pap~r work and then on home. 

It's been another one of those ~ys .. 

December 27, 1964, 9:4o a.m. I'm down in the office while the rest of 

the family sleep a bit this morning·because we were to bed late last night. 

Jane and I drove ·out to Dorothy and George .Jacobson's.· Mike was up when we 

got back at l:30·and Connie -wasn't in yet. We're· going o_ut to Blackwater Falls 

Park for a couple of days. We hope-·to ski, although the weather has been so· 

warm it seems doubtful. We're just going to get away- as a family. Weid hoped 

to get away earlr because Mike and I want to see· the Nation_a1· League play off 

football __JJametoday, but we got to bed so late Jane didn't -want to get up v~ry 

(____/ early and Mike who -wanted to ·watch the football game is still sleeping, too. 



( I awa~ened about 7:00 o'clock and lay in bed thinking. Not much has 
. . . . 

happened since :t last ·dictated .. The situation ts even gloomier than it 

-se·emed when I had just left the Ranch.· In retrospect -we now not only have 

the problem of a P~esident who is cutting_ .~nd slashing an~ is not very 

responsive to agriculture when -everyone ~~ought he would be and when in his· 

campaign there was every expectation that we could o:.oo_kfor a pathetic ear 

where agriculture is concerned, but we also h~ve a Director of the Bureau 

of the Budget who is sharply anti. And with the President who is· determined· 

to cut, he becomes very depeµdent upon the Director of the Bureau of the 

Budget an9, is going to d9 what he says provided it means cut. I've been 

through this myself as Governor. 

Yesterday was the Saturday after Christmas. I went into the Office to 

meet with Kermit Gordon at 11;00 o'clock and worked.until almost 7:30 at 
•• '\,

( 
night hardly leaving mydesk. It wasa rough day. On item by item, Kermit 

said "No". On the items I thought he would react most positively toward, 

he said "No" . To-wit, the increased funding of the Rural Are~ Development 

Program, increased funding for the Resource, Conservation and Develc:>pment 

Program, Forests, Water.sheds, Credit, almost anything you named and he went 

against it. In all fairness we got a few nickels and dimes here and there 

and on balance when the accoun~ing is taken we will probably sho~ some pretty 

fair :increases Department-wide. The key however is his general attitude. 

He finally said to me when I asked· him why he was· ·like this and why he had • 
' ' ' 

opposed me on the name change down a~:the LBJ Ranch, he said that basically_ 

we had a big, able and dedicated bureaucracy here in Agriculture, that with 

the changes in Agriculture there was increasingly less for ~hem to do and that 

basically we were expansionists in- seeking a place in.the sun. He felt that 

\.. 



we were trying to take· over the functions of other Departments to justify 

dur existence and to that extent we needed to be watched. Further he was 

concerned and certainly properly so with the multiplicity- of on going functions. 

with the overlapping and duplication where he felt th~re was costly progra.mril1ng 

and less accomplished .than should. be the <?ase. There is merit in this, but 

where rural America :is concerned this is not tak.~g place. I tried to point • 

out that we're trying to shape our programs, that we stand ready to help in 

the outreach of other programs, that the job isn't being done in rural America 

that can be done, that it is essential that it should be done. I also should. 

hav:e put it on a political basis that having had to go very slow in increasing·· 

fa.rm income, facing basic discontent and unhappiness and frustration by.millions 

of farmer.a, -the rural area development program in.part has been a ·political 

product to give h~pe, to mobilize constructive action, to give an outlet and 

a purpose.and a direction to fa.rm organizati'ori.s and farm leaders who funda­

menta]J.y know that gr_eat transitions are taking place and that they' 11 be 

painful but who rather than merely venting their frti.strations and spleen in 

an anti-position can joir:i. with us in a positive position which is sound and 

right and meaningful of building up the income· of Rural America to provide 

alternatives for those people who no lon~er find a place in farming. Even 

this is beginning to 'batch up with me now as the mail incr~asingly is critical 

because of my emphasis on rural area development and the fact that we acknowl­

edge that there will be fewer fa.rni~rs in the ~ure is getting out. This 

equates my position with that of the CED anq. the· Chamber of Commerce, in part 

even vi th ~he Fa.rm Bureau as distinguished froin the NFO and the Farmers Union 

and the Dairy Farmers Association and .even the Grange who are ruggedly, con-. 

sistently and long time agriculturalists • with their roots running to the.· l:Lttle 

0 fa.rm and although t~eir leaders recognize there is no place 'for ~~little 



farm as an economic unit, yet they can't and _wo1t't say so. Emotion plus the 

carryover of ~he pastoral concept . remains very strong. Thus, it I s terribly 

disturbing wl;lenwe find no sensitivity of this on the part of the President· 
•'! 

but rather an abruptness where it's • concerned and when we find a Director of 

the Bur~a.u of._the Bud~et with no· understanding about it,.,.:Lt really ~s that 

I am in effect in the • mida.ie. . We • have a farm p;rogram: which we are moving· 

down hill in terms of supports and income am that we meet strong resistance 

and are considered special interest _pleadeBs within the family in the Admin­

istration while at the same time fromthe farmers. themselves we are considered 

either unsuccessful or. m1·s1ead -- or worse, not·. representative· of their 

interests. So on the commodity programs we can't win. Even though· as a real 

pract_ical matter we have won if we only could get Administration support and 

ride this thing out. 

One of the ChristDias c~rds we got was one from Ken Galbraith and he·had 

penned a note on it that he had read the Natio?,&l Advisory Commission Report, 

that it sounded very good to him, and then he added, "and long last the farm 

problem has been solved, all you need is a good press agent so the American 

people understand it." There· is more truth than fiction in that. ·But we 

need more than that, someone who can sell it to the President so we can carry 

it through. If we could get. him to go on rural· area development, to change 
-

the z:ame, to give us and the farmer and rural America some real hop~, it 

would cut the edge of the anti-farm feeling, provide hope and purpose and 

direction. The question .is how to do it. Most of last night· I was ver;-y de­

pressed after yesterday's 8 hours. We went over it with the Jacobsons and 

I talked with Jane a.bout it at considerable length~ I'm going to try to for­

get it now for a couple of days and get away from it .. There is one ray of 

hope in connection with it. Kermit Gordon did a_gree to.assign one· of his_. top 

(J men after ~he pressure of budget is over to work wi t);l Jim Sundquist, • to go\,out . 

' ! 
I·.. 



(l;·. and really make some judgments as to 'Who c,ught to do what in rural America . 
...... Jil·· 

If he does this as. a practical matter I think he will land. solidly in our 

camp and for the implementation of our programs and for.the coordina.ti~g 

function that we're try:l.ng_t6 ~erform~ Sho~d he do that we could go in 

for supplemental appropriation~. ·we could ~ a number of things, including 

accoilll)lishing the na~ c;hang~ w)lich Humphrey will also be ~orking <?n. I 

guess the thing- to do is to just. hold fast,. to move in every direction we 

can and to fight hard. It is, however, discouraging and disconcerting. 

An't>ohei:r.problem on the budget thing is what posture dd I take, I ·don't feel 

at a;u the compulsion to follow the decisions made by the President like I 

did with Kennedy. In the first place, you don't·have a part in those decisions.! . . 
I They are arbitrarily mad~ without any ration or reason given. In the 
t. 

I 
I 

i 
second place, they are wro~g and 'What ·he is doing is not in the best interest 

(y _ot the ·Administration, or the par_ty, or the nation. Therefore, it seems to me 

that I ought to do some dudging in ~ sense and that is to let some groups 

know that although the budget has. been ma.de and sent to Congress that in a 

number of areas we would not be adverse to some increases and to quietly go 

[ about accomplishing those increase~. This will mean where the c;ommodity
I 

I 

programs are concerned telling the farm groups frankly that they better get·
I 

busy and telling the Congress, too, that they better not depend exclusively 

on the Secretary of Agriculture because there is ·a limit to what he can do 

and--the position of the President is not going to be as vigorous a one as has . .. 

previously been the case, so if they-want farm programs they better stir their 

stumps and get out to do the job themselves. In effect what I probably ought 

to do is what I think the President himself would do under similar circum­

stances and •• that is to organize. the political pressures . involved because 
.l 

basically that is all he's going to understand. 
; 

. !. 
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c-·,.. Monday, December 28, 11: 30 p.m. -- Again at • the desk trying to • get 

ready for tomorrow's big press conference when I 'mgoing to anno:un,ce the 

combining of poultry and meat inspection, the closing of some 22·research 

·stations,. smtill ·on~s, dis~ont1nue .some 36 lin~s of 'rese~ch in· present stations 

together with discontinu.i.D:g certain research here. This has been the product 

of the Bur~u of the Budget's initial emphasis on discontinuing some ·research. 

as a means of savings, my discussing thi~ matter with Nyle Br~dy and his sayi~g 

let him work out somethings to an eqaa.l amount; ·•his doing so, myjuggling them 

baclr, and forth. I really think it's a good thing. It wouldn't be done if it 

weren't for pressure top side., but o.nce you squeeze it out I. think we for the 
' 

mai~ have gotten FOjects which s_hould be discontinued. -'It's a paint'ul p~cess, 
' . ' . 

but you can't cut back without some pain and it's only when alternatives ~:re 
. . . . . . 

presented that you really :f'.ind out what they can get along without. Tc;xlay.we 

/ ...._went over the· list and made some final decisions on . it and then · I called the 
~ • 

Congressmen and Senators, Agricultural Committee, Appropriations Committee and 

Dick Russell. I merely told them that we were working hard to save money, that 

certain research would be discontinued, that I was sending them a.· list . 

Ellender cal.led back . in a panic a couple of hours later, protesting strongly 

that we would be closing down the.whole research center in Ho\U!IS,,his.home 

town:, and that woul.d destroy him. It was · kind of ironic. He is always pushing 

me on the matters of economy, but this was one close t~ home. I had Bra~ 

call him back.· Actually we are only closing out one kind of research involving 

4 or 5 nan yea.rs in a large ?-"esearch establishment. ··so I 'm s~ he will be 

relieved. He .was a bit petulant because ·he alleged I ha~'t ii.old him .we were 

closing out one in his own home town. I told him I was sorry '-f I had misled 

him.· I thought I had ma~ it clear that·we were elosing ou~·esta.blishments. 

(J 
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r ...., __ The others were not as bad _as I thought _and I hope it goes well for tomorrow 
\ 
', 

I'll have the big press confer~nce setting out these economies tog~ther with 

a summary of ~ctions t_aken netting out a savings of close to $i billion_ $100 mil­

lion over the past 4 yea.rs. I hope we· caIJ g~t some_ good pJ,.ay on this-. 

This dominated the . day today and I 111· bE! glad to have it ov'er tomorrow. . It 

seems I have some kind of reorga~ization proposal each year over th_e holiday . . . . . .. .. . . ·~. . 

season just before New Year's~ • Tomorrow Ii.in going to have a little reception 

and· lunch for my Assistant Secretaries and Directors to more less Youor 'say Tl:lank. 
. ' 

to them and also to wish them well for 1965. I wonder what 1965 will bring• 

T"he day today brought quite a shock. I had resolved over the week end, 

Jane, Connie, Mike and I going out to West Virginia to ski, we .couldn't because 

it was raining and foggy, but we holed up in a cabin there, played bridge, 

read by the fire, had a tramp, Mike _and I went out grouse hunting; and gen~rally 

(-, · had a good time together and got away from things. I had a chance to think 
i ' ' ' . " ' 

- and it pretty weil resolved that the th:lng to do now was to fight for programs 

that are important and that we are best qualified to fight for and not to be 

quite as brittle or antagonistic for after all :we do have a President to educate 

and that takes some doing." He is UI?-der heavy pressure and tinf)ortunateiy doesn't 

know much a-bout agriculture ~nd fo~ the moment as I recall my-·-oW: experience as 

Governor he is quite dependent upon the Director of the Bureau of the Budget 

'for he Is in a d~sperate budget cutting mood and this is the man he' must rely on 

for his-sign.a.as in doing it. So :i;:had reached some kind of equanimity after 

last Saturday's miserable sessiom with Kermit~1Gordon and the gmi~al overall 

feeling of dis.illusion and almost dise;ust. 

Then this morning right after staff meeting Charley Murphy said to·me 

that he had decided to resign and.that he meant it. It seems that the request 

0 .../ 
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(''"\ from the White House that all Presidential appointees .submit resignations
\ .' • • •. 

• ":"" 

. haci"been about enough" to trigger him and he. said that .he ·wanted out., that 

Kate was anxious that he should leave. He·saiq a good·deal of the incentive 

and snap
. 

and desire of coming·to work no 
. 

existed. It's b~d enough,
. 

longer 
_. .... : 

he said ironically", to have to .fight the Maritime Unions·, the. Maritime Service,.­

the State. Department, the B~eau ·of the Budget, the Coun.~il of Economic 

Advisers, peop.le in the White House, as we~l as the camnodity groups ~nd the 

special i"nterest seekers, but,when you ~ve· to fight the President, too, that'·s 
'· ,,~.-:.-~ 

: a little too much. He didn.'t mind all the world against the Department, but 

it was the last straw when· the President was against it too. This really 

said it pretty muc~ as I have been thinking it really. It is almost too much~ 

It does gang up on y.pu, you do lose a little of the incentive and the drive 
' . \ -,

• ·L . . . . . . 
.-that you had when this started, and of course.you have less maneuver room than 

(---..).you originally had; on the other hand,. you blowso much •more and if you • can ____ ·, ., 

•maintain a little zip you ought to be able to do that much more even though 

the maneuver room is• less. Anyway I talked with Charley. rater today when 

Tom Hughes and I went over to see John Macy and ·gave him .the resignationfil 

Charley's was on t~p. He saw it and connnented, "That looks serious". I took 

it baclt ·and said, iet me look into it and in the meantime let's not say any-

thing, to which he agreed. 

I then talked to Charley and asked him if he ins in any great hurry and.:. 

he said, "No." He. did say that there were some good poi11:ts on·being in the 

Department, but most of them were within the ·nepartment, and we·both agreed 

that our relationships and that with others· within the Department were .good 

and in anq. of themselves ree,lly a joy. I then told him that. I had ·some· possible 
. • . ' 

surgery coming·up and asked him if he.would, stay until t~t was comp:Leted·and 
,~ J 

v he indicated ·that he. would ·do so. . T'hat )l.elps a ·bit, and in the meant~me ·why _. 

•. I 
i 

. I 
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\[_~l maybe I cari nudge· him along a _bit and keep him. I'm sure if he should go 

that it will mean the President will '3end someone in arid . that will mean a· 

whole new dimension in_the Department:w:hich ;prospect I rea..l,.J.y dread. I llope 

I can keep him. 

Iast night when we got home I bad a call from the' President. • • He asked • 

me if I had read a column by Evans and Novak -• I told him rio. He told me to 
. . . • . ~ . .I . . 

read it and call him back tomorrow. ±looked up the column. It commented on 

the feed grain battle ~d •~ow- had ·1ost.,· but .that the call fromHmnphrei and I 
• . 1 

Governor Hughes and Governor·.M:>rrison had turned the tide, and then went on 

to point out how our budgeting in RFA was really a farce. I delayed in calling 

him today. until I had my calls to the Congressmen and Senators about the 

reorganization proposal so I could report to him and then I was unable to 

reach him. It' 11 be interesting to see what he has to· say about it tomorrow. 

•( I would guess that it has ~obably d.:i,eddown by now, but he sure watches those 

new~papers. Jane told me that he's got everyone on the whole Ina~l Com­

mittee jumping because every story about the inaugural, about his· ¥1viting 

everyone, every reference to what he does he picks up and immediately expresses 

concern and starts calling people about it~ What an operation. 

·., 
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