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June 6, 1967 -- 10:30 pm at home. Things are mighty exciting a.round
~) 

here. Connie and Mike are home from school full of life and cheer. We've had 

a couple of delight:f'u.l evenings, visits before dinner, happy hours on the back 

porch. The flowers a.re beautiful this spring. The dogwoods were magnificent, 

the azaleas lasted for weeks, the rhodendums were magnificent, and now we have 

the roses. With the war lih the n~.ar East, the kids are bane and full of questions 

and interest, and want to discuss what . goes on. Connie is mighty literate. Her 

foreign service school courses and her college exposure have aJ.erted her. She's 

normally critical, is alert and intelligent. She's really been burning up that 

American University with fine grades and a lot of leadership positions. She's in · 

a happy state of mind, preparing to go to Africa where her friend Gary is --. . 

mighty thrilled about the trip -- mighty mature, too," about going to determine 

what the future holds, whether there is romance or what she should plan to do. 
, 

( · )' She resolved to get a minor in teaching which I highly approve. She certainly is 

over the hump and doirig well. We had a long discussion tonight about the Near 

East war. I know little about it except what I read in the newspaper and my own 

conjectures as was the case in the Cuba affair. When one of these blows the 

President works with the National Security Council, those people who are in the 

decision-making process and the rest of us ·in Government are pretty much left out. 

I was gone last week when he held a Cabinet Meeting for we spent the weekend in 

Minnesota and I gave a speech in Duluth. John ,Schnittker went. They apparently 

bad a pretty good review of the s~tuation. Yesterday morning when Israel attacked 

I got up rather late and crept out of here quietly and only when Rod Leonard met 

me at the Hilton Hotel where I was to speak to the American Meat Insitute did m 

know that the Israelis had actually attacked. Nonetheless the picture it see~ 

to me from reading the newspapers and general discussions is pretty clearo I've 
. ·- -

)' relat~d it this we:y -- that the Ru~s1ans took advantage of the situation in the 

... 
l 



,_ Near East, calculating that the United States would force Israel to back 
' ) 

down and that Nasser was stronger militarily than now appears to be the 

case. They supported Nasser in his move to take over the Straits 

and Gulf' of Aqaba. They must have felt they could frustrate any decisions 

in the United Nations and Nasser might be able to carry it of'( -- he wou1d then 

be highl.y obligated to them and his prospects for building a strong friend in 

the Arab Nations and completely dominating if not destroying Israel would be 

pretty strong. · The United States in. turn, heavily committed in Vietnam, was 

hung up, and as Mr. Big we couldn't be too aggressive. We .undoubtedly restrained 

Israel seeking to get United Nations action. Is~ael finall.y broke out -- whether 

we encouraged it or not I don't know yet; but I'm sure to find out soon. In 

any event as of :tonight, Israel seems to be really clobbering them and on the 

move and the Arabs are weaker than anyone could have expected. Russia appears 

) to be running now. The radio said the Security Council agreed on a cease fire 

resolution, but left open the question as to where withdrawal should be made and 

what should be done in connection with the Gulf of A4qaba. In the meantime 

the Israelis will I hope continue their offensive and canpletely decimate the 

Arabs. I hope they don't have to kill too many ~f them, but I hope they destroy 

tieir military resources and complete discredit them· and eradicate the power of 

Nasser and make it clear once and for all t _hat Israel is around to stay for a 

long, long time. If they do that som.e kind of a sensible sort of agreement which 

recognizes their legitimate aspirations and necessities of Israel and the Arab 

States can be negotiated and conceivably made clear that that's it for the long 

time future ahead and this cancer set right. There has to be a lot of ,power 

applied by Israel, the elimination of any real. power in the Arab countries, 

the assurance of their weakness, the demonstration to t~em for all times that 

:~ 
they can't prevail by force if what appears to be the strong overwhelming emotionaJ. 

I 



' nationalism of the Arab countries is Qoing to be restrained in the near future. 

The encouraging thing of course is that the Soviet. apparentzy at this sitting 

is not · ~-/to intervene actively and to ~ake on the Israelis themselves. 

I pray to God it stays that way. If' the shoes were on the other foot at this 

· point and the Arabs were prevailing over Iszael, we would certainly be in bad 
. . 

straits here. I don't think we could do other but intervene to protect Israel 

and what that would bring no one can .tell. Seemingly we' re spa.red that choice 

now for the Israelis seem to have the pow.er t~ prevail an~ we need only to sit 

on the sidelines and pass resolutions cail.ing for a cease fire while the necessary 

ground work is la.id so it eventually can be a sensible settlement. Hopefully 

the Russians will n~t want to blow the world up and ~s such th~y ca~ do little 

but make noises and then hopefully we will go a long way that they will · go too 

to working out the settlement. Egypt's loud screams a:t this point violently 

~ challenged by Dean Rusk .that the United Sta~es has given active air cover and/ 
a 

support to Israel aeem to be/blind striking out to save · face. Anyway that's my 

analysis_, we'll se~ what further developnents when I can worm my way into the
1 

mow, gd>ealos~. 

Our Memorial Day weekend trip to Northern Minnesota was an experience 

enjoyed in part, frust~ating in some weys. Jane had a cold and wasn't feeling 

well when we left. The result was that she . got in one of those kind of picky 

moods where the limited facilities, some of the dirt, and some. of the crudeness 

of the H~aneys and even Marjorie Bangs particularzy grated on her. ~his irritated 

me and although there wasn't any serious problem, the good t~ that we might 

have had with a full participation on her part wasn't forthcam.;ng. Over the 

weekend when we taJ.ked about it, it was clear to me that she . re~ was bitterly 

conscious of this fact and most unhappy as she made it clear she didn't ca.re to 

go there with the Hea.neys again. Perhaps I was~'t as patient as I might have been 



- about it, but after all when you're in Rome you ought to try and do as the 

Romans do and this was the Heaney' s party not ours even though we own part of 

the cabin. It was kind of too bad because it was a glorious four days. We 
. . 

loaded up with all the rain gear and heavy clothes but didn't need them. The 

sun shone brightly, as a matter of fact I got more sunburn on my face than I 

can ever remember. The weather was so good;the fish weren't biting very well 

really, although we did catch eight or 10 lake trout including a b'115 pounder 

that Gerry caught that was most exciting. We were right there. He played it , 

beautifully and was thrilled to death. We found a pot hole at the ex.it of a 

~tream frC?JD. Kawawia to another lake where just at dusk we .were able to catch 

walleyes almost as fast ,as we could put a minnow on the hook and we must have 

caught close to 100 between the six of us, eating about haJ.f of them while we . . 

and it was a real thrill... The last morning Mike went out by himself and picked 

up an 8 pounder which thrilled him no end. One day Jane, Mike and I portaged 

over to a l~e call.ed ''Mang" and had a perfectly delightful day. We went over 

about ll:OO in the morning with a picnic, fished different parts of the lake, 

had an hour and a half lunch lying on a warm rock ·with a cool breeze enough to 

keep the bugs away, a love~ view, read, dozed and really enjoyed it. All in 

all it was a good four da\Ys, but as I say it could have been much better. Crude­

ness, dirt, hurried meals, bad table :manners, Jane just doesn't go _for t~ese, 

at least not when she's not feeliigWell and with people who she thinks . ought to 

know better and who she knows well enough to be critical of. Anyway that·• s history 
\ 

now and it's behind us and there are bette;r days at home •. 



We spent last weekend here which was delightful really. Worked in. the 

, yard, went to the Afghan Embassy for a dinner party for their Minister of 

Agriculture -- all relaxing and enjoyable. As I say the yard is beautifuJ. and 

this has been a cool, perfectly delightt'ul. spring. Today the first really warm 

day. 

I testified this morning before the Congress on the Rural Area .Development 

Program. Joe Resnick started hearings. I gave a series of 60 slides outlining
€ 

the progress in Little River County~kansas which were really quite impressive 

and well received. I then sought ·to outline the dimension of 'the problem, both 

m_:ban-rural. baJ.ance, the importance to city and country alike of holding people 

in the countryside, the problems of' poverty and at the same time improving the 

quality of rural living. I think it was a good statement. I had a lot of' fussing 

to do at the people in the Department before I got a comprehensive presentation. 

I'm going to show the slide· thing at Staff tomorrow, hopefully this will step up 

again our focus on Rural Developnent. ~'re now planning a week long trip the 

last week in the month that both Jane and I ~ll make, seeking to publicize what 

we'r.e doing, but equaJ.l.y to find out what we'Jr.e doing and what more we can do. 

it's an awfully slow, tough struggle when the she.pp responsibility is broadly 

ditru.sed and interest runs in other directions because there isn't a sharp, clear 

lobby in this area. There is one however where food is concerned and it promises 

to continue to give me a lot of' trouble. I think I related earlier the results 

of the Senate Poverty Canmittee including Joe Clark and Bob Kennedy and their 

visit to Mississippi and subsequent demands that we declare an emergency in the 
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denies that there is anyone who doesn't have $2.00 in Mississippi for food. 

We sent him names, as I thi.nk I've relat~d before, to check himself. He hasn't 

reported the results of his check but has hinted to me that they found they 
. . 

did need to do sane things in Mississippi. Anywa:y I .had a call from Bobby 

Kennedy about this .yesterda¥ asking what I had done in connecti~n with their 

recamnendations and being qu~te insistent that we get food to those pe~ple. 

Any effort to ask who those people are or to deny that some of the people he 

saw might not be · iri exactly the circumstances as was related to him goes no 

where. Jack Conwtcy' and the United Automobile Workers -i 'dSolks have set up an 

office here and they are agitating up a storm, too, and have as much as said 

they' re . going to select a co~ty or a place and dramatize· it to such an extent 

that they will get action. All of this is understandable, the lethargy, the 

inability of the established agencies to act, the resistance of local people, 

gives enough credence to their complaitG to overwhelm the more reasoned analysis 

which recognizes the problems are more deep-seated than suddenly sa:ying to _people, 

here's aJ.l the food in the world' come and get it. If it were only that easy. 

Anyway Bobby was most insistent. I called in our fellows and directed Rod Leonard 

to have a c00iplete food plan for me, setting down alternatives and what "Vl'e could 

do, -by Th~sday of this week and made an appointment with Bobby Kennedy to go 

over and review what we are doing OI?- Mon~. What I need to do here is to se~ 
. . . 

down dow a matjor program which reaJ.ly will involve our going in to do the actual 

distribution if the local Gove~nment won't, or if they are doing it poorly. This 

bas serious political. implications in the country at large and also before the· 

Congress. Testifying toda:y Joseph Resnick made the point that it was a big step 

for the Federal. Government to do this and take it away fran local. people. As 

he sa~d there were two of his counties in New York that ~imply refuse~ to go 

aJ.ong with the Food Stamp plan and he couldn't in good conscience urge that the 

- ... 



Federal Government go in and administer it. I'm going to send that testimony 

to ~Kennedy and hope that he will read it. Anywa:y, the testimony went well 

and I'm going to try and give _strong emphasis ··again on the .Rural Development, 

a big Department target. 

I've aJ.so moved in strongly on the InternationaJ. Food. Situation. Some 

months ago I directed the task force to review. the total _world food availabilities 
. . 

and potential. because of the ~if:f'erences in_ op~nion in the .Department between 

some of our econanists with Les Brown on one. aide and most of the economists on 

the other. The report came out and its most. interesting for it does show a very. .-. : ' 

adequate world food supply situation for t~e· .next 15 years~ Thl:s is contrary to 

the understanding which haS been developed in this uountry ~hich some places is 
. . , 

approaching almost hysteria in connection wit.h world food .availabllities. The 

truth is that the developed countries production :Potential. has increased enormously 

and if the less developed countries do as well as they have over .the past 10 yeas 
. . 

that the status quo>will roughly be held even with increasing popuJ.ation. Actually 

the likelihood is there will ·be substantial. grain surpluses · in the developed · 

countries if no more than a reasonable amount of grain is made available consistent . . . 

with self-help demands on the developing ~ountries. If we put this report out 

now the out ·cey would be that we don't know what · we're talking about .for the . . ' . 

deduction from earlier remarks including some fran the President would be that 

we faced imminent catastr0phe. Yet ~·ve got ..to ·clarify now the basic under-
-~ 

standing about this issue. On the one hand we might have gone a little too ·far 

indiamatliiJ>ing it to develop interest, understanding and support for sane -action. 

Now we have to bring the support, incsome cases the deep concern, even hyster.ia, 

into line in support of a . sens~ble policy which recognizes a supply management 

problem ~or grains in the developed countr~es which the United States can• t and 
. . 

shouldn't solve al.one, a canmercial market problem where ·we must have a fair 
·). 

1 ., share of.markets, and the need for a sharing in connection with the need for foOd 

https://hyster.ia


availabilities in the less developed countries. I've been sweating this 
{ 

wee~ then trying to develop a speech for rm going up to speak to a Lutheran 

.· l Seminar at Gettysburg on Frid8¥ which will relate the nature of the probiem 

. and the need for a baJ.anced, caref\11, sensible policy going down the road• . . .~ 

' Then I'm going to need to educate our ~oPJ.e in Gc;wernment first and then weach 
.u..._ . . 

out toward.sf -.e public. All of this will cane to a temporary head ·when we have 

to set wheat acreage aJ.lotments in a few weeks here. I've ~eady got a copy 
. ' 

of a memorandum the Vice President s~nt to the President insisting that we 
......., 

shou1dn't cut back those acrea• I think we're going to have to do that although 

the current Mid East situation may cause some differences. Anywa;y this is a 

toughie and of course it r~lates to the baslc agricultural problem with our 

o~n farmers • . Despite ' the fact that prices h.8.ve turned up some, it continues. 

This is a terribly tough and depressing one. As a matter of fact I let it get 

\ \ me do~ somewhat over the weekend. As I read the mail and the clippings I 

sanetimes feel almost hopeless. A:rter all we have done, with the progress that's 

been made, to get the kind of bitter resentment, the lack of confidence ... 
(end of tape ) 
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Saturday, June 10, 1967 -- Last night at ll:OOo'clock the phone rang. It 

.· was Jim Gaither in the White House. The President had called a meeting for budget 

purposes for 12:30 today. There went my plans for a day at h~e and iri the yard. 

I was up fairly early, did .some paper work, had a nice relaxing break.fast with 

Jane and Connie and off to the White House. As usual, the President came in late. 

However, he was in good form. The magnitude and complexity of a President's problems 
' . 

and the scope of the grasp of t1:tis man on those problems and the techniques he 

uses came out rather clearly. He pointed out that we faced serio~s budget problems 

down the road. The first problem is to try and get under our budget in the three 

weeks to cane before the close of the fiscal. year. He pointed out with som~ pride 
. . 

and with a md:m.eographed sheet that· Eisenhower in his last 4 years missed his budget 

estimates by 15.2 billion dollars -- · Jack Kennedy in llis 3 years by $22 .8 billion 

and that so fer LBJ had missed only by $500 million. He then remarlied, "And we are 

the ones that get attacked because of the credibility gap. In any event, we were 

instructed to go back, get together with our operating .people, postpone, redo, and 

eliminate any thing that we can so .that we will get as close as possible to that 

budget figure. 

Then the President jumped to 1968 fiscal year and pointed out that we are in 

grave trouble. Incidentally ~e also made it clear he expected our personal involve-

ment, the Secretary's initials on it, that it would be hard at this point to ge:t&(.;one 

and ~billion dollars ·out, but that Defense was instructed to try and do so, and 

that we should make a maximum effort. He then talked about the serious situation. 

He reminded us that the estimate initially was $or an $8.1 billion deficit. That 

initial estimate is now up official $3 to $4 bil.lion more because revenues have 

dropped, primarily because of. lower corporate profits because of ·a so:f't economy; 

expenditures of' civilian agencies have gone up primarily because a number of items 

f'ran the previous year which were held back as a part of ·the inflation battle have 

'---" been released purauant to pranises made and al.so because of the demands of the 



Congress for the vote of different members on the tax fight primarily on the 

tax credit matter. Then, of course, the participating sales legislation was 

stuck and this could mean that we would have to borrow $2, or $3, or $4 billi~n 

more if we couldn't sell that paper. He then switched to a long dispassionate 

.but compelling description of doing things for people in Congress and urging 

better and closer relations with them. H~ said he had met last night will all 

of the CongressionaJ. Liaison people and bad assigned each of them three or four 

people to whom they should go in C?~ess and ask them what we could do for 

them. He stated that he had learned in a long life and particularly in deal.ing 

with Congress that we should try and do more for people than they do for us. 

That that is the essence of making friends. Particularly, with people who dis­

agree with you. So he urged us to do everything.we could and go out of .our 

way '4.thout compromising our principles or prograns to do things for people in 

Congress. He cited several examples where he's concerned and it's clear without 

a doubt that he spends an enormous amount of time on a personal basis with Con-

gressional people. For example, he said he had had Joe Clark in arxl had him 

talk to the Near East Task Force which is chaired by :;Bundy. Clark, he said, is 

a good man with a yearning to do some good and make a contribution to the wor~d 

who has gotten crosswise with the Administration. After a 3~nute talk with 

him the President said everyone felt better and he thought much good would come 

of it. He then told the story about a Texas Congressman whom he had gotten a 

job on NYA when he was a 19-year old.penniless boy who had voted "no" on virtu.al.l.y 

ever~ piece of legislation that had come before the Congress. He instructed the 

staff to find out why and they dragged out the fact that a wanan lawyer in an 

agency. around town had been denied several pranotions to which she was entitled 

anc:I this Congrsman had .taken it personally. The case was checked out with John 

(~ Macy. It was discovered that the prhmotion was justified. It wa.S forthcoming 

and now the Congressman in question is voting right. I can't help but Mid at 



this point a number o~ T~xas ~ongressmen have ma.de it quite clear to me that 

( they understand this game and that one of the ways to get things out of LBJ is 

to do exactly this, to vote wrong, sulk, and wait, and ~hen people come around 

and you fipally get what it is you want. 

He told the story of his father who apparently was a County Commissioner; 

or same such, and in an area where he got every vote, he lost several. He ran 

into an old friend on the street and asked him if he voted for· ·.him and the old 

man said with great rage "absolutely, not". On inquiry he discovered tha:t the ,,,, 

farmer in question felt alienated because LBJ's father had the first new car in 

town and in driving up a cou_.ntry road passed this man then plowing, failed to 

wave at him and the man in question felt he was being ignored. Of such t~ings, 

the President said, good relations, friends, and votes are made. 

He then went on to say that if' the tax bill does not pass, and it looks 

like it has little likelihood to, why there we would then be running close to a 
( 

$25 to $30 billion deficit and he said that is impossible. The country simply 

won't tolerate it and we will have to start cutting programs -- that the Congress 

is real tough came through as this discussion went on. He pointed out that they 

had run over John Rooney which had never happened before and put a 5 percent 

cut on his appropriation. We survived that. Jamie Whitten was most effective 

in carrying our appropriation bill through and apparently his argument of the . 

need tor agriculture in a world short of food, incorrect as it is, worked. 

He also said in connection with the debt limit that Wiibur Mills ·was 

completely shaken up, this is only the second time that he. has lost a major bill 

on the floor, that he came to the President and said that h~, Mills, was to blame, 

that he shou1d have known better, that he would never make that mistake again, 

that he really didn't have the votes but felt that it could be "lucked" out. So 

the President said we've gt>t to get to our supporters, we've. got to work on them,('. 
we've got to ca:rry forward the tax bill and the debt limit bill, the program 



of' each and every one of' us is at stake and then added parenthetically in his 

._,,,.. own unique wa:y, "If' you've got any horsepower, use it; that is if' you're not a 
~ .. 

I •mtf:qtte-. or a gelding." He then referred to the fact he had sent back a whole 

·· 1 bundle of' AID personnel application forms with an inquiry whether these people 

knew their Congressman and Senator. He said that he is shocked to find again 

and again that the people in the $25,000 and $30,000 year job brackets don't 

evmknow who their Congressman and their Senator is. 

He repeated through this session a number of times what he said to the 

Congressional Representatives last night, that he had caJ.led some Agency .head 

asking him to go to someone about the debt 1:1.mit bill and the Agency head in 

question had said that he dmuldn't do that because he didn't want to get involved 
• C" • • 

in politics. This obviously gal.led him right to the bone. At about this time 

he repeated the story about Dean Acheson again, attributed to Sam Rayburn, when 

he said when Acheson declared he couldn't turn his back on Alger Hiss that 

Acheson was the gr~atest Secretary of' State in history, but he sure wished some 

times .that he had run for county sherif~. At that point he switched and said 

that we must tighten up on our low priority projects, we must inc.t'ease our 

efficiency, if we can't cut expenditures bl£ cutting f'at why then we'll have to 

cut programs. 

we· then turned to legislative programs and he described the poverty program 

as similar to the Qu.ie amendment, that the Republicans are merely ma.king political 

mileage and trying to embarrass us and strike us down wherever· possible. He 

acknowledged mistakes in the poverty program but said none comparable to the old 

days of PtlA, WPA, NYA~ and CCC, that there is no corruption, no politics now 

but yet they tried to divide us and carve us up. By this he meant the move to 

split up the poverty program and send clmn¥ts to ~io~ .. operating departments. 

Whether we should d~ it this way, he sa:id, had been reselved a.f'ter long and 



caref'uJ. thought down at the Ranch by a Task Foree which included Walter 

Heller, Kermit Gordon, and others. They had decided that the program shoUld 

be held together' should be dramatized and carried forward -.- that sometime in 

· · · .. , the future after that had be~~ done, it could be split up, but that for the 

. time being. it should be continued. He thanked all of us · in the Cabinet that 

there had been a ~nim.um of backbiting and bureauconfuse in this operation, 

that he kn~w it was a · tendencf of all~ and he had heard· muc~ of it· which h~ 

-described as "gimme, gimme, gimme" l?etween Departments; .maki~ the anaJ..ogy 

to Cortland Valenti, the little girl of the Valentia. of whan l!le is so fond, 

saying the other day he had said to her, "Cortland, give· me that glass of milk 

you have", and she had said ''No, no, no -- mine, mine, mine." Tha~, he said, 

is like the Departments. Then he said w1th a smile., if you will cooperate with 

me on this, for this i's the President's program, this is the way we want it, 

then I'll do the same for you when you get to be President. 

He then switched off into the business of telling the story of our 

accomplishments, relating that Harold ~ilson had told him that he, Wilson, had 

not known what we have done in the poverty program, education, and other programs 

until he heard Hubert Humphrey tell it to the British Parliament. Wilson said 

that a handful of _writers ill: Georgetown tell the British writers and they write 

what they are told. The President added that most of those reporters are seldom 

in the White House, don't know what they are talkingabout. Wilson, he related, 

was enormously impressed with the magnitude of the revolution that we are carrying . 

forward, but most people in Britian and elsewhere feel that only Viet~ concerns 

us and that all other .programs represent a standstill. 

Then he switched again to _the Congress, speaking about how tough it was, 

telling a story that after the Los Angeles conVention, Jack Kennedy returned to 

the Senate and sought to carry forward a minimum wage b.111 and that th~ Sena:te 

clobbered and r .an all over ·him, even though he was the Presidential. Naninee when 



he tried to include some of the low income people in· that bill. This by way 

of reference to the District of Columbia program which he asked us ·to help in 

every way we cou1d, that he wondered what the world thought as it watched the 

shenanigans of American Democracy and reflected that he often wondered how and 
• I • 

what he wou1d. feel and do if he were a leader of anoth~r country watching what 

goes on in this one ·d~ing t~s .cr~sis· period. At this ~i:b.t the meeting 
. . . 

seemed to be drawing to a close, he apologized for talking too much, for coming 
\ . . 

late to the meeting, said that he had been up virtually all night about the 

Near East matter, that the u.s.s.R. was a.ppa.reJltly no.t moving militarily but 

they cert8.in1y were threatening. 

At that point he suddenly decided .to go aroiind the table and did af'ter 

he related once more how important Congressional relations were, that Manatos 

and Barefoot Sanders were working at it all the time, they were having in Members 

of Congress for rice and shrimp, and the cocktail pirty where they ate on their 

lap, if for no other purpose than to get a quorum. He then made the comment 

that we were al1 his "Mickey Mantles" and that the question was when to shift 

him in and out of the game, stating that Darrell Royal down in Texas knew when to 

substitute and jerk players or not, that maybe he'd kept his players heDe too 

long, yet he said he felftthe e~rience and judgment were important and commented 

that in the last few days that we had avoided several serious mistakes in our 

foreign policy because of the experience and the judgment of Rusk, and he thanked · 

God that Rusk was there. Hardly know what to make of these asides -- it · almost 

seems like he throws them in now and then just to kcind of keep people on edge. 

There has," of course, been a good deal of criticism around that many of us· have 

been here too long, that we're stale, that we're old, that we Q.on't have zip, get 

up and go, hence the a.nal.ogy ·to substitution. Yet a1so p.is~';or ntt · 

making changes and for using experience. There's same truth in that criticism as 
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. ' 

I've related before, but on balance I think the experienced judgntent pays off. 

The firs~ few ~ople around .the table were rela~vely uncommunicative, merely 

promising him that they would do their best to cut back spending. Then he got 

to GSA and Booten. And after some little conversation, he began to bore in as 

to the numbers; and it was clear that he knew a good deai about what was going. . 

· on over there, discovered they were some $200 million short in sales tlfom the .. 

stockpiles and finally got down to the question of nickel and found out that 

$50 million had been refused in Congress and then that Booten didn't ·know who 

had voted; =how. He did.n' t get into a rage on this, b~t he stayed with it for 

some time making .1t clear that this is ~example of .the kind of legislative . 

break.down when the head of the Agency did not even know the names of people and 

how ~hey voted. He did.n' t push too hard for, of course, Booten is a care·er man 

but he made the point very strongly with the rest of us and I'm sure it was a good 

reminder. In the course of this he used the expression "tail em up", eXplaining 

that in Texas when they have a drought or bad: weather and the cows get very weak 

and can't eat and are laying down, why the cowboys go out and take the cow's tail 

and they circle the tail around and around and around, after a while it gets most 

unfomfortable and forces the cow to her feet so she can eat. So he said if' we' re 

that weak we need to be "tailed up". 

When it came to me around the table I commented on our successes of the last 

week in both the budget, including participating sales, and also in Food Stamps 

of which he was aware. He asked .me about the wheat acres. I told him I was 

postponing it an d he laughed and said I was like the old lady who was trying ~o 

avoid her operation, that he knew how that felt, and that_we ought to perhaps 

put it off' as long as we could, as he would do. He then -- then ·Joe Fowler got 

into the act, the la.st one at the table, and read names of people who had voted 
. . 

. ' wrong on the debt ceiling including some liberals who obviou.s.cy- were doi~ so to 

express their diSdain about · Vietnam. We went around the table, read the names, 



everyone agreed to do what they coUld with certain particular names and on 

that note the meeting broke up with the repetition that we should expect to be 

calied back on roughly July 15 and as of that t:i.nie .we sho~d have the story of 

what we hae done in connection with our budget, setting out some specifics, 

to wit, (1) how much we had saved in June in dollar.s, and what percentage that 

is of June spending. In terms of 1968 (1) how far belcbw the 1968 budget we coul.d 

get and what pe!!centage of the total budget that would be; (2) what major 

investments and projects, such as bu~ldings and things of ma.Oor investment 

could be dragged out, and (3) what we woul.d do if we had to reduce by 15 per-
. . . 

cent the controllabie items. He made it clear he hoped these steps would not 

be necessary, but by the same token they might be thus keeping the pressure on 

us all to do something about new taxes and UP,On the debt ceiling. Through it 

al.l he was relaxed, gave absolutely no evidence of panic, under undue pressure, 

great tiredness, or i:Critation. He was generally soft spoken, in complete control 

of the situation, occasionally jocular. It was on balance a superior but typical 

LBJ performance. 

Friday, June 9, .1967 -- 10:00 o'clock, at home. Just finished dinner. 

A relaxed long conversation over coffee and a cigar with Mike and Jane. Mike's 

got a bit of a school problem. He got his .grades which were really prettygood 

but he ended up with a "D." in Spanish which has given him great trouble. He 

feels it very keenly. Mike is insecure,. suffers a bit from a feeling of infer­

iority; not making it in football has hurt him, now the low grade troubled 

deeply. Especially by way of contrast to Connie's almost straight "A}. He 

fears that he is the dumbest one in the family. He is certaincy the most 

attractive one in the f~y too w~th the long time sunny disposition, big, 

handsome, personable, awful.ly good kid. He was wonderful up at Kawawia and 

r . just so he doesn't over use the blarney ·stone, he '11 do 8J.J. right. The queetid>n l 

was whether he should not go to Alaska.this summer as planned and try and arrange 
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for tutoring for Spanish. It's the phonetics and the speaking that they ·· 

( ' 
insist upon that he can't quite handle. I expect he should do this, but I 

hate to see him miss the opportunity for a change, a new e~rience, a new 

exposure in people. Anyway, we' il try and work it GUt and he' 11 probably be 

staying home. 

I'm a little fi"ustrated myself' and have been this week. No good reason 

for it. Always when a key event, to wit, the great event of the times like 

the Near East Crisis comes up and one is not a pa.rt of it you have that some­

what left over feeling . Al.so, despite the vital importance of agriculture it 

does get · tiring and frustrating. There's really nothing new on the agricultural 

front. I have a little feeling that things. are improving a bit, prices are 

stronger and the screaming of the opposition is losing its cutting edge. That's 

just a feeling. 

I saw the President today briefly, made a presentation of an excellent 
' 

Conservation booklet "Conservation/2000". . He was rather perfunctory about it. 

The Press came in, made pictures, but they didn't make too much of it. We talked 

briefly. He commented about my report of activities, mine and Jane's, and of 

course our "shirt Sleeve" meetings and wheat referendum discussions and said 

that I was doing the best in the Cabinet of getting around the .country. I tried 

to open the question about talent search and this person he wants to do the 

work on P.L. 480 on a ftaff basis. He said it ought to be someone like Jay 

·Taylor from Texas or Tom Mann who would really be tough and who knew agriculture 

but he put it, they' re making too much money. He went on to say that he is 

having trouble now-because of sales of grain to Egypt, because of people like 

that always want to give it · away. He was obviously kidding., but it disturbed 

me because he doesn't want one with a real. deep concern and interest in the 

,~, other countries to be at the switch on this. Actually he's probably right. 



I did a good bit of work this week on the international. agriculture problem 

"'for I flew down to Gettysburg this morning to I Seminar held by the American 

Lutheran Church. The essence of my remarks was that there's no real. food short- . 

age nor will there be for some time around the world, the problem is to get the 

food to where it's needed in such a form and fashion that it doesn't discourage . 

the development of the l~ss developed countries' agriculture which is the key 

objective. This is often hard to do for the very drama of food availabilities 

on the one hand and hungry people on the other leads 1D>an immediately and simple 

response "start spreading that food around". Currently the coUn.try is of a mind 

that the world is very short of food. This is my fau1t in a we:y. Lots of others, 

. too, but I think it has been necessary because we needed to make the country 

conscious of this great need and that we must meet it. Now when you try to put 

on the brakes and point out that we have to use this food with care, and must 
. . 

( take into consideration domestic prices and canmerciaJ. markets, and the necessity 

of other countries pitching in and assist, . it's difficult to do. The Vice 

President, for example, is out .on Cloud Nine about supplies, which is nothing 

new. He's got Dwayne Andreas and the grain trade at his elbow all the time. 

He sent a memo to the President saying we should not cut wheat allotments without 

talking to me about it, al.though he sent me a copy. He bugged me some months 

ago to increase feed grains which wasn't necessary, which I didn't do, and I was 

right. I now have a memo to the President suggesting a discussion of grain and 

the World Food Situation at the next Cabinet ·Meeting. I sent it aver to him 

with an urgent request for his reaching me about it, prior to sending it on to 

the President. Anyway, I made that point today down in Gettysburg and I think 

it was fairly well received although I suspect that it was over the head of most 

people there: . There is a book out _by the Paddock Brother_s that I re~d same 

·(' months back in proof form which is rea.lly alarmist and says the world is going 



to run out of' food by 1975. It's well and cleverly written and is going to 

get a lot of' attention and upset a lot of' people. If' I have to cut wheat 

acreage allotments why I will look like Mr. Scrooge. If' we don't, we'll have 

too much wheat, it will be too costly to move it. If' we did move it, it would 

.undoubtedly discourage efforts in the receiving countries and so it goes. 

In a sense this is an extension of the basic agricultural. problem itself'. 

One where you aJ.most can't win and where I feel like I am spitting gravel 

here a good bit of' the time. All of· this is a bit discouraging and depressing. 

I do wish the President had let me go on the African trip, that would have been 

a new horizon, a new stimul.as and a new sense of import. But, so be it. 

We are now planning for the week's Area Development Tour the last week 

in June. The task force approach of' functional programs and .targets and goa.ls 

seems to be accomplishing its purpose. We' re doing a lot of' very important 

things. 

I sent a letter to Bob Kennedy tonight. He was in this week bugging me 

real hard on food :m. the Southland. He's getting pushed in turn by some of' the 

way out liberals. Their solution is simply. declare an emergency and see to it 

that the people who are hungry get fed. That' sounds easy, but we've got to have 

on going programs that reach people who want to be reached, that are administra­

ble, acceptable, and that can get support. And it is not as ·simple as merely 

saying "declare an emergency and do it." He was pretty sharp with me. Now we 

have a meeting on Monday and we have worked out an overs.µ program to review 

with him, and I've sent a copy out to his home late this afternoon. The Food 

Stamp Bill passed the House. The requirement that crune out of' Committee of' 

State matching was successtully defeated on the Floor. The extension was limited 

to only one year; but we ought to be able ·to ·take care ~f that in the Senate. 

The l)resident knew it had passed. He asked me what it would do to the b~dget. 
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He aJ.so asked me what about the program in Texas and told Marv Watson to find 

out why they weren't using it more. He aJ.so had a ceremony wh~re a -Mexican-

American was put on the Fair Employment Commission and another named the head 

of a Cab~net level comm.ittee to review Spanish American problems. The development 

of' the statement he issued with that appointment is illustrative of our problems 

in agriculture. As I've said before, we're · just a bit of'f' the ma.it?- stream on 

a number of' these problems ·and therefore unintentianally usually we bring up the 

rear and get very little attention. .This instance, they bad sent over to us the 

staeement two or three times asking f'or comments and we sent back a .lot of 

material. and they didn't put in a word about agriculture. I final.ly had to cal.l 

Joe Califano and tell him I was disturbed and angry and to quit sendiiig me material 

. if they weren't going to use wl'at we sent .back. They went to work, took what . 

we had draf.ted, put it in the s~atement and .now everybody is apparently happy 

but it's illustrative._ The same thing on the International Food Situation. The 

working party in the State Department . that .has .been staffing out various con-

tinguencies in terms of what should be done now that there is a cease fire 

considered food P.L. 480 Titles I and II, etc. We weren't invited. I called 

Rostow about it. He eaJ.led Katzenbach .who called me and sai~ that they wanted 

us in, but we still haven't been asked in, so they sent over a memorandum to the 

President, making certain recomm~ndations tonight saying that Agriculture con-

curred. I sent it back saying that I had no objections aJ.though I had not been 

privy to the discussions. Now they are not anxious to send that forward. I 

guess we've just got to make ourselves a little bit unpleasant now and then, 

b~t as Humphrey told me some months back, AID and State simply will not let me . . 

.Play a key part in the International. Agriculture Front. He's right and in a host 

of .ways they are trying to elbow us out now. It's not hard · f'or them to do this. 
f'or the legal responsibil~ty . directly runs to them. Naturally the President 
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thinks of them on a day to day working basis as does his staff and that leaves 

us on the fringes. 

The President called me in and used me on India, but that wears itself 
. ) 

out after a year or two and ·we are now kind of supernumerary. The same thing 

is true about Vietnam. I met with and made a farewell address to 30 Extension 

Agents that are going out there .this week. It was very impressive and another 

evidence of the solid things ·we're doing, b.ut still we're on the ~y out 

fringes of Vietnam now, just in terms of nutrition. All this ·could change of 

course if the. President would keep me in the mainstream on this but hasn't done 

that now for almost a year. I don't know why. Maybe he thinks I'm too much of 

a go-gooder, although I try to be pretty tough minded about it. He's :right 

of course I am, and someone as tough as he. wan~s in connection with this well 

I guess I wouldn't fill that bill. Nonetheless, it is a bit frustrating to 

be left out. On the other hand, goodness knows there's enough to do and important 

things in this very Department in which I work and now that I've got the big 

charges outlined I ought to enjoy not having quite as much pressure for a while 

while I catch up on all my reading and other things that pile up here, but yet 

I kind of fret which of course is nonsense. 

Back to the world food situation again, it is ironic but true that the 

President's instincts on this are sound. The consortium for India, now a 

consortium in the mill for Pakistan, th~ joint Alll agreement · as . a product of 

the Kennedy-Round has come about simply because he has been tough on this, has 

done it personally and has ladled it out bit by bit. Otherwise, ·we would be 

going much :ru.rther and would not be in a position where we are forcing other 

countries both developed and less developed to begin assuming some responsibility 

in this area. As I say,. now we're going to have to tur.~ it around so that 

people at home understand this and with the "let's produce more" red hots that's 



kind of difficult. Anyway, it's been a fairly uneventful week. Really a fun 

aie. ·The weather has be~n fine, spring here at last, or rather summer. Both 

Connie and Mike are at home and so the house is jU:Jllping. It's great to have 

th~ here and rather than fuss I ought to enjoy every minute of it. Anyway 

I'm going to stay home and work in the yard and at the desk tomorrow instead 

of going down to that salt mine • .. So be it. Enough for now. I must g~t at 

the mail. 

Monday, June 19, 10:00 pm, home at the desk. Shuffling papers again here 

getting ready to depart in the morning for Canada and the joint Cabinet meeting 

of ourselves and Canada. Connie is finishing up her packing - - tanorrow she's 

off to Africa. Mike is home for the sumner. He landed a job in the Capitol 

with Tom Marshall's father in the document room and will be tutored in Spanish. 

It's been a busy and kind of gay several weeks with the kids at home. It's 

good they could have an interval here. 

otherwise, things have been relatively quiet although busy. As usual I've 

been fighting the paper, maneuvering the Congress and "Srying to get squared away 

with the Task Forces and strengthen our overaJ.l Department posture. The same 

frustrations with income and abundance continue. Our series of meetirigs "shirt 

sleeve" meet~ngs are completed, · also the wheat acreage allotment question. 

am going to meet with that task force some time this week and see if we can't 

do some forward planning for the summer. John Schnittker went up to Camp David 

aver the weekend to see the President with Prime Minister Holt of Australia 

about wool .imports. In the course of it the President commented that a poll 

showed the Department only about 24 percent approved and that we were better than 

that and could do better than that and that he wanted to see the plans for the 

swmner that would involve the activity of all of our top people around the coun­

tryside. John Schnittker i~ working on that now. It's not a very gay prospect. 

I 



I must say that where domestic agriculture and farm prices are concerned I 

\ feel rather grim. It seems impossible to get approval. Farmers are dissatis­

fied. As a matter of fact, the whole countryside i"s dissatisfied. I describe 

it som~times as "ugly". But we must do our .best and we will conti~ue to bang 

away. I'm fearful that I don't have quite the zest that I used to have for this 

and I wou1d guess neither am I as acceptable and perhaps not as effective. 

Yet there is a limit to what anyone can do. I've given some thought to trying 

to have hearings on the Curtis Bill, but haven't · broached Poage on it yet and 

I must review that with the Task Force. Last week there were a group of about 

200wheat farmers from Minnesota here. I spoke with them but there really wasn't 

much that I could say but to detail the problem of making our decision on wheat 

allotment acreage and trying to give them a pep talk based on the premise that 

all our farm programs are threatened by the Farm Bure~u and the Curtis Bill. 

It's hard to tell how they took it. They didn't sa:y very much. They are my 

friends from Minnesota and seemed warm, but they're all being whipped up with 

McGovern demanding a 65-cent export certificate to increase income. Frankly 

I can't really get behind that because I think it's excessive. With $2.15 

wheat and virtuaJ.ly unlimited planting these fellows are doing darned well 

even though costs f'or them have climbed sharply. We are staffing out and trying 

to carry forward the whole bargaining issue and might make that the real 

thrust for the next 18 months. I do wish the President hadn't squelshed the 

African trip. It would have given me a bit more inside, some zest, and a change 

of atmosphere, but he's undoubtedly right and we'll do the best we can at home. 

Currently I'm involved in a rather nasty business in connection with 

food stamps. There is a Subcomnittee in the Senate chaired by Joe Clark with 

Bob Kennedy on it that has gone around the country holding hearings. They 

h:eld one in Mississippi and saw and heard ~ome things that distressed them. 

Without really examining what can be done about it they have been lashing out 
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with any direct recommendations. Both he and Clark refused. to say what we 

shou1d do, refused to consider the need to replace the local authorities if 

we' re reaJ.ly going to get anything done. Yet, they make their demands and now 

additional hearings are being held by the Committee. Clark wrote the President 

another letter, not released yet, describing .frightful conditions and demanding 

action by myself', Gard.Iler .and S~iver. Shriver has gotten awfully cp.oppy and 

some of ·his people are saying that we in the Department of' Agriculture are 

unwilling to move and that we're really not for the poor. Jamie Whitten and 

~rnor Johnson keep insisting that there really aren't hungry people and 

anyone who really wants food can get it through relief, work, or ~ome way. 

Whitten qualifies to say that anyone who is neat and clean and willing .to 'work 

will get by fine. Obviously we are in an impossible position. The criticisms 

made are not fair, they don't give adequa.te .. credit for progress, nor do they 

state how to improve. Yet something needs. to be done. Finally I did go to 

Whitten today. We had a long talk and finally .he tacitly went along with 

dropping the food stamp minimums. Joe Cal.if'ano called a White House me·eting 

today for OEO, HEW, Budget and Agriculture. We mulled it over. He wants to 

put out some kind of a statement to anticipate the Clark committee actions 

and releases. I prefer doing nothing until we get started down there for we 

might rock the boat. It is my position that they have been making charges all 

. along anyway, so what? -- it's hardly sharp news any more, _instead ~ should go 

forward with· our plans which include dropping to 50 cents the minimum a.mount, 

giving staff and supporting assistance administratively, setting up a system 

of food stamp_aides to work with the poor people and educate them about the 

program, reinstating direct distribution temporarily if wanted, and in the 

last analysis taking over and running. the programs ourselves. This probably 

· ' won't satisfy Clark and Canpany. I'm trying to reach him on the phone now, 
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since what a terrible thing it is that such poverty and malnutrition couJ.d 

exist in the United States. I agree wholehearte~ but there are limits to 

what we can do unless the Federal Government is willing to move in itself'. 

Progress is being ma.de. Every county in Mississippi has a direct distribut-

tion or f'ood stamp plan. It does go ~orward slowly. There are local prejudices. 

Mississippians tend to feel that .~here are a lot of people unwilling to work 

and that treating them too generously will have an overal.l bad effect. They 

. cite with some justificatbn situations around the country elsewhere that are 

-~- equally bad. 

Clark came to my office about a mont~ ago -- Bobby . Kennedy, too. I asked 

f'or time. I've sent Hod Davis and Bill Seabron down to Mississippi to review 

the cases they bad and accelerated our own survey of about 350 names. The results 

are inconclusive. Most of these people seem .to be on food stamps. On the other 

hand they are having difficulty getting thu minimum $2.00 payment and apparently 

in many cases have no money at all. Their .basic problem is he~th, sanitation, 

jobs and generally education. But food is easy to focus on and they continue 

to hammer away. There is a crusade to abolish poverty in Washington sponsored 

and financed by the U.A.W. and they have been .banging at us too. Now about 

six doctors under a field foundation grant are reporting severe malnutrition and 

bad health. In the meantime I have waited to inaugurate a broad based f'ood 

stamp stimulant program incl:'lding dropping the minimum payment on stamps to 

50 cents until we could get a f'ood stamp plan through the Congress. We won a 

fight on that on the floor where the committee had recommended requiring a 20 per-

cent matching fund local.l.y. Jamie Whitten and a number of Southerners voted 

with us. It wi1l riot soon go to C~~erence. 

We got the appropriations bill through.the House better almost 'than .ever 

before. In the meantime, Bobby Kennedy was over to see me again last week( \ 
making demands that we do sanething about the food situation but not coming up 



but it is the best immediate step. Anyway I'm going to follow it and try and 

hold the lid down. I'm afraid I was a little bit ill tempered with Shriver's 

boys today for I jumped on them acc\ising them. of' stating that we in Agriculture 

were not trying to really help the poor and st.ating quite clearly that if' 

~one had prevented action so far it wa:; me. . for Congressional political ree.sons. 

Anyway it''s a kind of depressing·miserable s.ituation f'or here we are really 

doing sane things and making some progress, .but yet the amount we can do is 

limited, the alternatives are impossible, and all you get f'or your ef':forts and 

concern is a lot of' abuse and criticism. Pe~ple demand more. Politicians try 

and make the most of what they think can be an issue and you just do your best 

to carry on. Well no sense complaining that.'.s the nature of' power and respon-

sibility: in the political process and if'. a.DYOne, I ought to know it. 

I was in Minneapolis last week. Flew .in on Monday night. Went through 

the Mayo Clinic on ·Tuesday and got a comple.te . and good bill of health. Then 

I spoke to the Lutheran Brotherhood who gave .me a Distinguish Service Award 

and participated in the Victory Celebration. Art Na~alin got re-elected by 

3,000 votes. Hopef'ully it will stimulate the. political situation in Minnesota. 

The Keith and Rolvaag forces seemed to work .harmoniously on that campaign and 

that's encouraging. 

I was deeply concerned that Mother had a heart attack the night before I 

got there. By the time I saw her, she was in the hospital. That Bill Prof'f'itt 

let her drive from his office home and then into the Hospital instead of calling 

an ambulance. In all fairness, she probably wouldn't cooperate. I saw her 

last Tuesday night and again on Wednesday morning and Merritt who was there over 

the weekend reported that she is doing well. We talked to h~r yesterday. 

Friday I was in New York and spoke to a Hayden-Stone investment house 
. -

forum and discussion group about the world f'ood situation and the c~enges ·:~ · 
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with any direct recommendations. Both he and Clark refused . to say what we 

should do, refused to consider the need to replace the local authorities if 

we' re really going to get anything done. Yet, they make their demands and now 

additional hearings are being held by the Committee. Clark wrote the President 

another letter, not released yet, describing .frightful conditions and demanding 

action by myself, Gardner and Shriver. Shriver has gotten awfully c~oppy and 
. . 

so.me of his people are saying that we in the Department of Agricu1ture are 

unwilling to move and that we' re reill.y not f.or the poor. Jamie Whitten and 

Governor Johnson keep insisting that there really aren't hungry people and 

anyone who really wants food can get it through relief, work, or vane way. 

Whitten qualifies to say that anyone who is neat and clean and willing to 'work 

will get by fine. Obviously we are in an impossible position. The criticisms 

made are not fair, they don! t give adequate. _credit for progress, nor do they 

state how to improve. Yet something needs. to be done. Finally I did go to 

Whitten today. We had a long talk and finally he tacitly went along with 

dropping the food stamp minimums. Joe Califano called a White House meeting 

today for OEO, HEW, Budget and Agriculture. We mulled it over. He w~ts to 

put out some kind of a statement to anticipate the Clark committee actions 

and releases. I prefer doing nothing until we get started down there for we 

might rock the boat. It is my position that they have been making charges all 

aJ.ong anyway, so what? -- it's hardly sharp news any more, _instead we should go 

forward with· our plans which include dropping to 50 cents the minimum amount, 

giving staff and supporting assistance administratively, setting .up a system 

. of food stamp_aides to work with the poor people and educate them about the 

program, reinstating direct distribution temporarily if wanted, and in the 

last a.nalysis taking over and running. the .programs ourselves. This probably 

won't satisfy Clark and canPanY. I'm trying to reach him on the phone now, 

https://refused.to


facing the private sector of the economy. There was a good reception and 

I think it w~worth doing but it certainly was a mess getting out of New York 

on a hot afternoon with the traffic both in the air and on the ground as con-

gested as it w~s. 

We had a delightful Friday night on the .Sequoia. Four African Ambassa-

· dors plus some Congressmen were our guests .J and it ' really went along excellently. 

They were most attractive and a good time was had by all. 

Satur<licy' night we went to the .big 17th .Anniversary Bob Kennedy party. 

We started at the Averill Harrimans f'or. dinner and then out to Hickory Hill. 

It was· a lavish and expensive party. The women in extreme g0wns of' various 

kinds, some in mini skirts to the long ones, fast music, lots of liquor and 

f'ood, and a.11 the "best" people there. I saw and h8.d a chance to talk with 

Kenny O'Donnell who .confirmed what a complete .jerk and how inaccurate Manchester 

was in writing the book. Kenny's general favorable remarks about Lyndon Johnson 

were I thought timely. He expressed no love but said he's our President and 

shouldn't get cut up by such a disreputable bastard. I also saw Ted Sorensen 

and had a nice visit with him. The Bundys were there. Ted White of "The Ma.king 

of a President" fa.me. We spent some time with the GaJ.braiths and took them 

back to their hotel. Ken has come out with a new book and is very prouq and 

happy about its reception. We didn't get home until almost 4teO o'clock and 

yesterday Father's Day I was a little bit hung-over. It was a rainy day. 

worked a bit in the ya.rd. We went t<? Church. I lolled around most of' the day 

and really ~dn't accomplish a very great deal. So lii'e carries on. Nothing 

too spectular at the moment • 

.) 
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Thanks again1 Herb, tor JOUr thoughtM letter an4 'tor taking the 
trouble to .respond. It's a source ot real encouragement to .me 
when the real prof'esa10tl&la give me a "ta.YO?'&bl.e• on my report ·.. 

0 0card. I ' .. 
. :Beat rishea. .· . . r 

~ ~\ 
: ! . ;: 

. ! 
•. •·.. ··1 
~ ·. : 'ii. 

-: ~·ci 
..... '.... ·!:·: 

•..: . 

cc: Tam ·Hughes 

/ /. 

.. ~ . . 
.. 

s: 
Vil~ 

! ... 

"'·:,-.. 

~~ . . ; 

: sf .. 
,; "'• I 



r .... 
·, drt .. 

'. 

,·: 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

DIRECTOR OF INFORMATION 

· WASHINGTON 

1 ,1 

June 14, ~ 1967 . : . 
I ' • 

...·; 

....... 
to: John"Obert I 

..Prom: Harold .Lewis . 
.• . ' 

' ~. l 
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John·, here is a letter: from Herb Plani>eck~ . Parm SerVice 
Director for . WHO~Des ·. Moines ·, whiCh · 1 thiilk the'. Secretary 
would like·. to · see. ·. Herb is one · of the· old "pros" in 
the· busines8. · 
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Detir Sirs a . · ~- · 

:· The duplicated letter you have circulate~ has, ome to my at­
. . ··., tention. I am not in sympathy with your. erro, ~ven though 
. .. I am not a member ot the Democratic ~rty..--1 · 

. Persona1~7. I teel Secretary ot Agri_~~-:;,~"' · n . has been . 
the . h.erdest working, most decUca i<L-Se~et:r;r:~ve lB d in · 
a long time, as well as the 1. e~s· appre ,1ated end the most a- · ). bused. While I em not in .agr · e; ent Wit all or Mr. P'reeman's 
policies b7 any manner or me , IEoU'ltt hate to see him mov$~ · 
out in tavor ot someone who c d have the background or . 

. Freeman's years ot e:iperience •. ~ . . ·: .. ·. 

t· . It is my humble op1n e~~~e o, ~resident Johnson's econ-
· omiC advisors haves rt-ohang~. agri?culture badly, but I ,am 

t . equally certain tha ere 1t no tor Preeman•s determination 
f·. to stand up tor ta 

• 
roduoers hat we would be in worse sha-pe . 

· than what we are now ' : . ' ·. 
I • • • ' • /<-::::::::> 

., ••• ! .• • ~ I . . . very trul7;.. 

Ii.'· ·.. ; .. ::. . .. ·~ )) 
... 

~ 

. t _, . . ~ ; . . 
. '" ... 4. 
1/: • ... . ·- .Herb Plambeck, 
.t . .'. . ':' ~ 
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..... . .-- rarm Servioa Director 

• • A o ' " " o ~----~ ... 
~: ... ·-.~sdg , . 
. · 

. 1 · 

~ ... ... .. •. .• . ' 
i ... 

.. . .. ' • . . •. •... 
" ..t 

. <·· 

.. . 
• • 1· • 

•' • ...:. • • • ·•h 

• ' ~ f 
•.t~ • 

"' t:'- .'r.; ..I 

; ..~ I' 
,:;t.-

.. 



.. 
. ~·.~ 
J•r f> 

·,.. ..- 4 - · ---...·~--1 # ' .... 
I ~ ! ·•.. 

~ . 
., 

.·, 

Dear Friends of Agriculture: 

.' 

. . .... 

'..' . 

..... 
Whether you are aware of it or not, since receiving the firs~ 
latter concerning replacing Secretary of Agriculture Freeman, · 
•ovement1 have ltBtted all over the United Stat~~ to 'ot thi~ 
job done. "Opera Uon Excited" ia now taking shape in the · 
majority of the farm etatu. 

Up to thil time hundred• and hundreds of te legr.ams and letters 
have been sent to Preaident Johnson and many of our Senators and . 

) ! 
~~ongreumen. Some of President Johnion• a friend• and auocia tea 

· ..ve peraonAlly diacuued thil matter with him, ao he ii now very 
f'are of our plight. Secretary Freeman has and 11 continuing to 
•ke appearance. throughout the Mid•Weat trying ,to calm this 
·diovement down and keep hh Job. 

... Now ia the time for ua in the industry to renew our efforts to 
get a new Secretary of Agriculture appointed. We .must let 

' . President Johnson, our Senators and Congreusne.n hear from us ." \ ~~ again with a renewed vigor, that we need and are expecting ·• 
change in the very near future. 

Both Mr. Dolph Briacoe, Jr., of Uvalde, Texas, and Kr. Kenneth 
T. Anderaon of Emporia, Kan•••· have confirmed that they would 
aerve aa Secretary of Agriculture if reque1ted to by Presiden~ 

l.Jotm10.n •. . .... . .• f#-. .• • • 111 • , ... 

With everyone in our industry working 1toward ·thii comnon goal; 
we -will be able to get a man appointed to the Secretary'• post... .. :. . . t :. from vithin our industry, who will be qualified to ·•eet the chal·. 
lensing ptoblema of agriculture today • . .. 

"'Jo ..:...: 

Thank you for your time and .effort taken in behalf .of the Agri­
. .;. ....... culture Indu1try, and 1our ~•newed effort• to help eolve this . 

aoat Hriou1 Ntter. · · · -.... 
.. ' 

'• 

. 
t ... ...... 

: . ..; _.~ ... 
..... 

-'! . 
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I've gotten pretty seriously behind in this diary. Here it is 

July 15; it's 9:15 in the morning, and I'm alone in the office. 

had a breakdown of the dictet and now I've replaced it with this new 

IBM machine. Hence the big gap. 

I have before me on my desk, and will include in this dictation, 

three pieces of paper which rather summarize what has been taking place 

since I last dictated. 

The first is an editorial in the Greenville, Mississippi, Delta 

Democrat-Times called "The Freeman Paradox" which reviews my trip in 

the recent Rural Area Development Tour to Mississippi very favorably. 

I am quite pleased with it. 

Rural .Area Developnent and poverty have rather daninated the last two 
, 

weeks. More of that in a moment. I also have an editorial in the Des 

Moines Register entitled "Refilling the Granaries" which reviews our 

commodity decisions on corn and wheat to cut back production. 

Then I have a letter from Senator John Stennis commenting very 

war~ and in a friendly way on an exchange that I had before a senate 

Subcommittee on Labor last week. 

As I say, the poverty Rural Area Development field has rather 

dominated our attention these past few weeks. Jane and I spent four 

days the week before last on this tour. Prior to going a good deal of 

preparation was done and we had to do some very careful public relations 

work with Congress for the Alabama delegation violently opposed my going 

into Alabama at all, mostly because of the racial problem and particularly 

because of a controversial cooperative which was funded "Qy OEO on our 

recommendation. 

1 
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' ' ) As it now stands, .this law allows 

ce a 

s to act tog~ther~·but 

·I does very little more than that. farmer-organi.zat;on ·is 

successful in act~~together - once it achieves some ~J!lt;()i 

over the supply of; its comm ity -- it r\llls 
c 

a grave risk of . 
' ~ti 

violating the antit~t ~s!.. ~ If these ._barga~i'ori&Dizations 

are ever"'\~bec~: e:e ·ect1v8~ . ~hi~ n~\ must be removed: . 

These are some of the ways this m:i.ght be a~c~lished :· 
""' • • I ' I • • 

1. Writing into the laW: a provisio~ that producers 

have the:.'bJi~e·right, alone or with Others',~ :w1thhold~e1r. Jfu~ ­
product ~cm~ J!llll'ket. This would be balanced 'with the e~sting\~ 
proviso that, if ~i~e; we;e 11m;duJi enhance~< the Se~~ of f'": 
Agricult~ coul~ ; i~sue a cea~e and desist· order td enjoin the 

) group's w1thholding' activity. . 
. -thatJ , 

2. A declaration ~e ali'ead -existing Capper-Volstead 
provision that emp~rs the Secretary o~Agr ulture to issue . ~ cease and 
desist order is the exclusive remedy to deal th "imprpl'er"·baTgaining 
activities by agricul~~ral associ~tions. l .· . 

~: ·· A p~~vision tha~ barg~ining agen~1 - ~ may obtain ;;~ger
clearance from the Justice Department, with weight ' ing given to· a recom­
mendation by the SecretarY, of Agriculturd~ ln each ca e ,, that su~h merger 
is in the public inter~st. · ... 

Another set 'of ideas under ..study now is broadening the scope 
and authority of the marketing agreement and orders program authorized by 
the Agricultural Marketing Agreement Act of 1937. 

As you kn0w, marketing orders .are ' already in effect in many . 
areas and for many comnodities. They could and should be in effect for more 
c0111DOdities, 
already under the program. 

and they should be able to do more things for the COlllDOdities 

\ 
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particular processor, much as a single negotiated wage level now 

covers all industrial workers doing similar work, and represented bJ 

the same bargaining agent. . 

,.---....,,. 
!'he 'bepiB4:eg association could be em.powered ·to ..bargain 

'With ~~ta't1ve o~ e~al proc\aeere, ~o that a ,~iiii-·~-~ontract 
could. be negotiated 1n4ustry-v1de, ra~ than a ~tiitia::: . "' . ~ 

individual contracts • 

Third; present legislation could be adJusted to provide 

tor greater muscle in the marketplace tor farmers. One such attempt 

is now underway with s-109, which would &P,ec;it~ca:l,11' prohibit any 
. ' • . ~ . F\~· 

.ff!!'""-~ ~·~ • • 

handler or processor trom: . .. · 
• 

-- intette~hfs~~ threaten~ to interfere, with 
11~· . . . 

~~ 

.. I 

'a producer joining a cooperative, 

-- d!acr1minating, or thrlatening to discriminate,
) . 

agaihst a producer because ot ~is membership in .a 

cooperative, 
. ~. . ;1't 

-- coercing a producer ,to'~ermu;iate such mem0ership~
4-1, ~ 

-- mald.Dg false r'ports abou:, or interf'erinlJli, 
coopetf.t~ves, 

•• N 

ct... °T • . I · 

--~conspir~g with any other person· to do &Dy' s~ch 

act. 

examined with a View toward strengthening ~ bargaining power. 
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They argued that if I got in there and called attention to what 

the Federal Administration was doing, I -w:>uld subject them to attacks 

by the groups on the right and they were having enough trouble as...., 

Democrats anyway. 

Well, I had them over here. Lister Hill came. Armistead Selden 

was the most vociferous but Bill Nichols, from the Agriculture Committee, 

too. They got Jamie Whitten to call me and suggest that I shouldn't go, 

even though I had reviewed this trip with him earlier and had followed 

sane of his suggestions as to some of the areas to be visited. Anyway, 

I told them firmly ·but pleasantly "no". I tried to adjust the trip to 

meet some of ~heir problems and we took off in a Convair with about a 

dozen fran the press, plus our staff people. 

We began the trip in Iowa and went through the TENCO area. It was 

an interesting and very hectic schedule, but nothing new. Rather an 

opportunity to draw attention to progress made in rural area development. 

I was impressed with the pasture improvement program. I was verified in 

my feeling that over-all long range planning by professionals is needed. 

It was impressed on me, too, how important training is for everywhere I 

went I found there were more than enough jobs for people who had some 

kind of special training, but no jobs or very few intermittent jobs for 

those who were just common laborers. 

The high point was the town called Centerville, where the banker, a 

Mr. Wilson, said that that town bad been on the rocks .and had been glpom · 

and doa:n, but it was now zoom and boom. That they had been furious When 

they were labeled a distress area five years ago and req~ired to develop 

an over-all economic develo:i;ment plan, but that that .was truly the best 

( t~ng they ~ ever done. 
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We flew late that Monday night to Mississippi, landing at Green-

ville, Mississippi, where we first reviewed a training program running 

all the way from illiterates to automobile mechanics. It was held at 

the air base there which had been abandoned by the milit~y. Then to 

the hotel and at about 9: 30, plenty tired, I had a meeting with Negro 

leaders, mostly concentrating on food. This was the follow-up of the 

Clark-Kennedy Subcanmittee which held a hearing in Mississippi and 

dramatized all over the country the fact that there were inadequate food 

availabilities and literally starving children in Mississippi. 

Their demand was that I eliminate the minimum charge for the ·food 

stamps. I was alerted for this and told them that I would not eliminate 

it but we'd reduced it to 50¢ and I announced there a program to strengthen 

the food stamp system, provide more administrative help, employ food stamp 

aids to reach poorfpeople and that we had been in touch with the 

Mississippi authorities and they had agreed to get the 50¢ for people 

who had not been spending that amount for food. 

The meeting went on for several hours. There were a lot of other 

canplaints, too, about the fact that our programs were not reaching the 

people who really needed them. However, people although tense and some­

what demanding were not unpleasant and on balance it was a useful meeting 

and if not completely satisfied, it did, I am sure, a lot of good. 

Well, for the next two days we traveled in Mississippi and in Alabama. 

We saw some very frighttul poverty, shacks with a dozen people crowded in 

one or two rooms, very limited sanitary facilities, very limited water, 

very little opportunity. Cotton chopping, cotton picking are about tlhrough 

because of' technological progress, to wit, herbicides and the cotton picker 

and there are thousands of people without jobs and no future. It's 

pretty grim. 
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We saw too, however, some real efforts toward improvement and 

progress. Homes built by FHA, loans made by OEO with resulting new 

businesses such as a little barbershop where I had a haircut. A co­

operative which was building a f'ine recreation complex. A cooperative 

which had bought farm machinery and was giving assistance in production 

and marketing to its members. Headstart and OEO programs in a number 

of places that had a big head of .steam. We had in..Glarki,.-·ille, ~""' 

Mississippi, what was said to be the first luncheon which was completely 

integrated in a big motel there and it went off very smoothly. The 

letters and canments and press have been very complimentary. 

The trip into Alabama didn't work quite as well. There was a cer­

tain grimness about it and tenseness that we didn't find so much in 

Mississippi. We did see some of the same things, reviewed food distri­

bution points, participated in opening a new Commodity Distribution Center. 

The extent of the problem in Alabama is dramatized rather well by 

Red Bamberg, our FHA Chairman, who attended the open session in the hotel 

in Tuscaloosa of the State TAP Committee and then told me he had a meeting 

he had to come to in Washington. I more or less insisted that he come 

with me at least as far as the first stop. He did and then disappeared. 

I later found that there wasn't a ·meeting at all, that it didn't come 

until two days later and he came to Washington merely to avoid going along. 

None of the heads of our agencies actually accompanied me on the Alabwna 

tour. I didn't notice particularly at the time, but this was typical of 

the situation. 

c 

~... 
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At the first stop we were met by a group of negroes with signs 

and placards demanding that they should see me. They had come in 

with that request only a day or so before, after the schedule had 

jelled, and the boys had tried to avoid it because in putting the 

schedule together we wanted to see everything and be exposed to every­

thing but to avoid anything that might get a bit out of line. 

I immediately said, of cou~e, we'd see them, and sent Jim Thornton 

to arrange it in the local church. We then went through a food stamp 

office and talked about procedures there and then the local judge, that's 

the probate judge who actually is the administrative head of 'the county' 

took us down to see a new little business in town and then was insistent 

that we should see something else that seemed kinda fuzzy. He refuse<l. 

to go to the church, and I discovered later that the Minister of the 

Church had run for Sheriff and that there was a contest in the courts 

about that election. 

Anywa:y, he took us in his car to the small business and then over 

to the church were I went in and the people were really quite sweet. 

They were crowded in this very hot little church. Jane and I sat up front 

and I got up, took off my coat, and talked to them about 10 minutes and 

answered questions for a little while and left Bill Seabron there to 

answer more when we went out to get on schedule. The questions were the 

usual, and I told the press that the people there were a lot nicer to 

me then the farmers were at Ames, Iowa. 

This local judge then took us out in the countryside and he was 

really quite nice and even in a way complimentary to Gilmore the Mini$ter 

who he said was a man of his word, but he insisted on showing us what 

turned out to be nothing but a concrete block building. It seems that 
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a self-help housing project had been dreamed, some money had been 

gotten, apparently from Walter Reuther's citizen crusade, some $4o,ooo, 

and they started this cinder block construction process out the~e whic~ 

all.egedly was to be the foundation for a self-help housing program. j 

Well, of course, the thing failed. He merely wanted to make the point 

that these people have strict·limitations and you can waste an awful 

lot of money if you don't know what you're doing. 

He wasn't a bad fellow. Actually he apparently was instrumental 

for arranging food stamps in that little community and told me he was 

urging other probate judges around the state to do the same. 

We had lunch at a place called Demopolis which was a lovely Southern 

town but the session there was very tense -- power structure on one side 

of the canmunity building, and the Negroes, and our party, on the other. 

I was told that it was the first time in this be~utifu.l community b~ding 
overlooking the river built by the local manufacturing concern as a gift 

to the city and then used for integrated meetings. 

There was real sullenness and the session was a little difficult 

until an extension girl, really a lady, and very Southern and very attractive 

told a story of her research program and contacts with the very poor in the 

countryside, including women who married at 13 and 14 years of age, some 

of wham had never been to the small town nearby except when they were 

married and couldn't conceive of such things as education for their children. 

It was a dimension that they just didn't understand at all. 

We concluded our tour with a long drive on the bus in the rain ·aJ(ld a 

drive by SWA.FCA, the controversial Co-op. We picked up the Manager and the 

President of the Co-op and they rode with us for sometime and reviewed what 

they were doing and asked for several kinds of assistance. I thought they 
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were knowledgable and intelligent and effective. 

The Mayor of Selma is the one who screamed all day that I shouldn' t 

be there, that I should investigate this Co-op and I just cut it off 

short and said th8.t I didn't come to get in a dialogue with him. He said 

at one point for me to cane to Alabama and not investigate SWAFCA would 

be like the President going to Vietnam and not reviewing the troops. 

Arrywa:y, we flew out of Tuscaloosa late at night and got into Indiana 

well af'ter 10:00, pranptly to bed, up early, and a very satisfying 4 
exciting day in the Lincoln Hills District in Indiana where a RC&D pr1-
ject is working wonders in forestry, in industry, in conservation, and 

education, coordinated extremely well with the OEO. 

We returned late that night, everybody marveling at how much mileage, 

how many meetings and what an effective trip it had been. I gave the 

press plenty of chance to talk on the way back and critiqued it with the 

members of the other Departments; HEW, OEO, Labor, Canmerce were all 

along and I have since followed up and hope to have a meeting with all 

of them to review what we saw sometime soon. 

I just checked the press clippings on it from around those States 

generally and they are, on balance, extremely favorable. This gave me 

a chance, too, to bore in hard here in the Department to get the dif-

ferent agencies to step up their attention and concern and inV"estment 

of time in· the poverty RAD programs . I have dictated exhaustive memoranda 

and instruct~ons to them and John Baker now is gathering all of this 

together and we will have a revitalized redirected hopefully mu.ch more 

effective effort in that direction. 
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( I wrote the President about it and told him that in terms of 

politics this is the way to move at least for the next six months. 

The people can't very well do anything but participate and agree 

with you as you praise their co.mm.unity and talk about its improve-

ment, that there's a lot more political mileage and more friends to 

be made and people that otherwise couldn't be reached this way than 

through the commodity programs as .. such. As a matter of fact, we are 

now promoting Mrs. Johnson to go on such a tour and last night we 

were on the boat, the Sequoia, for the President for a social visit 

in which we got a few licks on that, and I gave Liz a copy of a pro-

posed tour in the midwest which she had asked for after Jane had made 

a strong recommendation to her yesterday at a meeting in the White 

House. 
( 

Mrs. Johnson seems interested and this can be a very good thing 

and I think it'll likely come off. I'm planning some more myself and 

I think it will be useful and also it's really stimulating and satisfying 

to take these trips to see what is being done. 

The sequel to this, of course, has been the Hearings of the Clark 

Subcommittee of the Senate Committee on Labor. They have been pounding 

away on food, also on health, in the area out there. 

They brought in five doctors who had made ·something of a study for 

the Field Foundation who then testified as to atrocious conditions and 

certainly the exist. Then Gardner, Shriver and I were supposed to appear 

together. As a matter of fact Clark wanted us to come and listen together 

which we did not do. I got up there a half day late. In. the meantime I 
. day 

;' 
had already prepared testimony and had released it the pr6viouft" at some 

I . 

hazard, for I feared the Committee would resent doing this. 
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Actually they didn't at all, probably because they were so conscious 

of the newspaper headlines and the publicity involved in this, that they 

more or less expected me to do the same. 

Anyway I didn't get up until Wednesday and initially I was due to 

be there on Tuesday. When I did, I did not read my statement, and 

incidentally it had dominated the previous day'being out early enough 

and being positive as to things that are being done, that it gave us some 

initial advantage. I summarized the statement for Clark. He was the only 

one there initially. Bobby Kennedy came in and asked a few questions about 

food stamps and their cost and then suddenly Jake Javits blew in. He had 

a prepared statement. It was a rather violent one, charged bureaucracy 

and expressed all of these sentiments of concern and no action by the 

Government in declaring an emergency. I immediately went a~er him and 

told him in effect that this kind of emotional name-calling accomplished 

no purpose. And he fired back and I told him I wouldn't stand for this 

kind of thing and it was a pretty hot exchange. Clark then jumped in and 

Javits got angry at Clark for caning in and told him to leave us al.one, 

that we knew what we were doing, that we'd been in this a long time and 

didn't need his help, and they had a shouting contest where upon fortunately 

I sat back and smiled. Well, it all quieted down and I made a very good 

record, outlined what we were doing, cleared the air on the emergency 

demands that had been made. Murphy of California was a meek as a lamb. 

He almost apologized for bringing in the emergency idea when I pointed 

out that emergency or no it wouldn't make it possible for me to do anything 

I wasn't doing anyway. 

Well the long and the short of it was that I left about noon and 

figured this would get some attention but I didn't dream how much. It 
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( ended up on the front page of most newspapers around the country and ~n 

the Huntley-Brinkley show and other television. The result has been Jor 

the last two days that I have had more comments and more attention ani 
more praise actu~ and commendation then a.lJllost any time I can ~r. 

Jane and I went Thursday night to a, one of the Marine Corps evening 

parades, this one for general officers, there were quite a few people we 

knew, and everyone went out of th~ir way to come up and compliment and 

camnend. For once in one of these exchanges instead of looking like an 

angry young man I apparently gave a much more balanced and controlled 

impression than did Javits and, of course, everyone in Washington who gets 

abused by Congress is pleased when someone stands up. 

All in all it made a very favorable impact and I am quite delighted 

about it. It came one day or two days after I had a nasty exchange with 

a new Congressman from Iowa called Scherle. This fellow was a real bloci-

head. He apparently has abused everyone and at' this particular hearing 

he in effect charged t .hat we were perpetuating the Vietnam war in order 

to solve the farm problem. And when I told him that he ought to be 

ashamed of himself, he said he wasn't, and I told him he then didn't have 

enough sense to be ashamed of himself. That exchange got wide attention 

to, and here again I got away with it pretty well because everyone ~w the 

man and therefore did not feel that I was acting excessively. Illl have 

to be careful. next up on the Hill for now I've got something of a reputation 

for a bit here of kinda chewing nails and spitting on Congressmen. So I'll 

have to keep my powder dry for a while. 
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Anyway, these have been rather interesting events. Last night, as 

I say, we were on the Sequoia with the Johnsons and mostly people on 

their own staff. George Mahon and his wife, and Jack Brooks and his wife 

were there -- Texas Congressmen. - otherwise they were people in the Wbtf.te 

House. It was fun. We saw some pictures. 

I had a long talk with Mrs. J. who was interested in .the food situation 

in Mississippi. Her roots, of co~se, go back to the plantation system. 

We had a chance to get a num'ber of plugs in here and there with the 

President. He told me to go ahead on the strategic grain program.. I'~ 

not precisely sure what he meant by that. I've got to follow that up. 

He asked about the response to the dairy thing and complained that no one 

had said thank you to him. He again expressed his concern that we give 

away food around the world and then they buy from someone else except us. 

My what a complex man. He completely dominates the scene. That, of 

course, is the nature of the office. It's very difficult on an occasion 

like this to just get him to listen, or really to know what he's up to. 

He·• s a great story teller. Iias many anecdotes, and remembers in great 

detail incidents that took place years back,. 

He carr~es this enormously heavy burden, but I must say seems to do 

it well and seems to be quite relaxed and . enjoying himself last night. 

The other clipping on granaries refers to the domestic agricultural 

situation and the supply situation which is worrisome. We are going to 

have a real bumper crop this year. I have had a kinda running battle in 

settingthe acreage allotments and conditions for next year. A lot of 

peop::e ia the trade in general, the· Vice President who's always followed 

this line, and those who are interested in food for freedom have been pushing 
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hard not to cut back acreage. I have felt otherwise and have cut back 

acreage on feedgrains and on wheat. The editorial from the Des Moines 

Register agrees with that judgment . There was one in the Washington Post 

that did as well. I have been attacked for it by Felix Belair in the 

New York Times and Drew Pearson leaked too. AID is just terrible on ~­
When they don't get sanething they want why they run to some of these I 
newspaper people who then proceed to write these leak stories and in ~ia 

case there were a number of them, but this seems to have settled down now 

on a pretty good basis with more public understanding. The increase in 

production around the world as compared to last year is very great and the 

supply situation is simply a great de41f'f'erent than it was. This has its 

price implications and I'm very worried about that and I hope we· can get 

thisstrategic grain bill up before the Congress now and that might help . 

We're trying everyway possible to pour out of here information as to what 

we' re doing. I think we've turned a corner in the cheap food policy e.nd. 

the consumer image thing were so bad last Spring seem to have worn them-

selves off a bit . I managed to prevail on the President to drop the dairy 

imports significantly below the level that the Tariff Commission had recan-

mended and the reaction to this has _been very good . 

Also among the agriculture groups the reaction to cutting back on 

acreages has been very good, and generally our bargaining power to our 

approach seem to have been well received. ·As I reported to the President 

last week, the Shirtsleeve sessions held by the ASCS State Committees 

involved these Committees more deeply than they ever had been inv'olved before 

in these programs and now their moral.e is high. They_ ar~ informed and really 

participating, which is all to the good. 
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I am pushing hard in every way on this. We hope to have the farm 

leaders in here soon. Farm income will be down this year, but prices 

have strengthened on hogs and cattle and generally there seems to be 

approval to what we have been doing. 
...· 

I am a little concerned now that the ~o.od and Fiber Commission Report 

has been interpreted by the Pres~ as recanmending a change in agricu1tural 

programs. It really didn't recommend a change in agricu1tural prograDlS 

and it cou1d give our enemies some ammunition. But we're going to counter 

that by having hearings before the House Committee on the Curtis Farm 

Bureau Bill to in effect abolish the grain programs. And this may give the 

farm organizations sooiething to be against. 

So in a sense we are just holding fast in this area, but the act~ons 

we've taken seem to be rather well received. 

Connie ' s off' to Africa, apparently· doing all right. Mike is home 

working in the Senate Document Room and taking tutoring nights on his 

Spanish. Jane was in Florida the other day. He and I played squash and 

then we went up to see a championship socker game which was real fun. 

He's coming down from the Hill in a bit this morning and we're going to 

play squash again before going home this afternoon. We' re going to have 

guests tonight -- the Glenn Seaborgs and the John Gardners, the Bob 

McNamara's coming aver and we'll have an informal dinner and kinda 

discussion session. These frightful riots in Newark which were alJ. 

over the paper today will provide certainly more than enough to taJ.k 

about. This is part of' my kind of efforts to get the schedule set up 

bringing some of' the interesting people in Washington out so we can have 
(.} 

a chance to talk about something else except agriculture all the time. 

This ought to be a very interesting group tonight. 
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Things have been relatively quiet on the international food front 
~ :.: 

the last several weeks. The Near East war, of course, brought everything 

to a kind of standstill. Pakistan and, particularly, India have been 

involved in the most obnoxious kind of way. It was like the President 

said riding out to the Sequoia last night. in the car, that every day 

these people take a crack at him. I mean every day, and it was clear 

that he was more then vexed and ~ppy about it. Internally here we're 

·~ ·, getting ready to send over a program memorandum to the Bureau of the 

Budget. The ERS food projection for the future is a very bullish one. 

We've worked it over now and I~m satisfied that it's correct, and that 

there is more than enough food in the developing countries to feed the 

less developed countries for at least t~ ten years and probably 

up tintil 198o. This then gets us in the very difficult and touchy area 

of how much food should we put in and what is effective demand which 

means enough to help stimulate the economy, enough to meet the humanitarian 

needs, but not so much as to discourage incentive. One gets kinda close 

to playing God on that one and it's really very tough. 

I tried to outline the problem in a presentation at Gettysburg a 

few weeks back which I thought was well done. We relea·sed it but it 

didn't get too much attention. There's a danger that we will be made to 

look rather foolish for we among others have been trumpeting the world 

food problem and food shorta.8es and to suddenly release a study that 

shows there's a lot of food in the developed countries, people immediately 

say well produce it and ship it to thehlngry. Commercial interests holler 

that and humanitarians holle.r that and I fin~ myself in a very dif~icult 

position of having to cut back prddµction sanewhat under this k~nd of out­
( ' 

side criticism• 

. •,,. 
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Well, it's part of' the process and we're just going to have to 

educate people to it. It's a long run challenge. I do hope to get a 

chance to sit down soon with Bill Gaud and review our relationships 

and see if we can't get a new thrust where our food for freedom pro-

gram is concerned. ActuaJ.ly AiD right now is under very heavy fire 

in the Congress. Rusk was up yesterd~ with the Senate Committee and 

it is seriously threatening it • . The President will I am sure fight 

hard for it. At the same time he's kinda ambivalent about it, which 

makes it very difficuJ.t. Witness his remarks last night that these 

countries kick him every day. The result is that it puts us in a kinda 

paradoxical position. The President is for these programs. He is a 

great humanist and humanitat.ian and is carrying forward massive programs. 

On the other hand there is a certain penuriousness, toughness, resentment, 

towards some of them, which I suppose might even be called a kinda Puritan ~~ 

ethic attitude. He keeps talking about ·someone tough enough to administer 

the Food for Freedom Program anc:I has been unwilling to take our recom-

mendation for a joint executive order for these many months. He said to 

me once, someone like Jay Taylor who knows agriculture and is tough. 

The kind of person he is talking about wouldn't administer the programs 

at aJJ.. 

On the other hand he keeps shooting at sane of us on the grounds we're 

too soft and that we're want to give everything away. The result is you're 

kinda inhibited. On the one hand you want to carry the program forward 

vigorously but you don't want to undermine, foreclose your ability to do 

s~ because the President feels you're too soft headed. 

/ 
This is reaJ.ly tough. I think it permeates the Administration generaJ.ly 

on a number of things and is, I suppose, inevitable, but in this complex 
N-<sz.-

man where these two different attitudes(~ with each other, it makes it 

I 
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hard for those who are trying to carry programs forward, seeking to be 

absolutely loyal to the President, but at the same time concerned that he 

may very well in a dozen ways curb your effectiveness in doing what 

theoretically and philosophically he and you both agree slx>uld be done. 

Hence the complexity of working for Lyndon Jbhnson. 

J~ 18, 1967, 11:30 p.m. at home. Today bas been a fairly quiet 

day. I'm at the desk trying to figure out something to say this weekend 

at Split Rock when I am to appear on a discussion panel sponsored by the 

American Political Science Association with a group of newspaper people. 

I don't have many very bright ideas. As I .reflect on this subject mostly I 

am inclined to strike out on the miserable job ot reporting the facts that is 

done by the press, radio and television as well. I wish I had better recollections 

and the time to dig back through old material th pinpoint examples ot this. 

I rather conclude that media is primarily gadgetry with very little serious 

factual reporting when we get to the sensitive social, political and economic 

issues of the day. I must go off and go through some of the old scrapbooks. 

Today's highl.ight was a very nice lunch in the White House tor the 

President of Iceland. Karl Rolvaag as Ambassador there was much in evidence 

and seemed to be enjoying his new assignment. The President made a nice toast. 

The President of Iceland spoke very well. It was, as always, a thrill to be 

there. 

I am angling to see what we can do about the Strategic Reserve Bill. 

Grain prices are soft, production will be high this year, I'm very worried 

about it. I've put out a letter to all the farm organizations recamnending 

things that they shou1d do. I'm going to make an appeal to .grain farmers in 

general .to use price supports, reseal and every possible device so they do 

not market in a panic. We submitted to the White House sane time ago proposals 

tor strategic reserve permitting the Camnodity Credit Corporation to buy up 
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to a certain percentage of the total national use in a year and to resell 

only when the amount in carry-over stocks falls below a certain level. 

The Budget Bureau and Council of Economic Advisers are opposing it, ~at~ 

tor budget reasons although the Council is getting more and :more d1tficu1t 

to get along with. The President finally gave me the word to go a.head. and 

try and get it introduced and see if' we could get it through or at least started 

and maintain as mu.ch tlexibilit7 as possible where he's concerned. I think 

we're in a position to do this in the House. Purcell and Poage are ready to .go 

I think and can probably go around and get considerable bipartisan support. 

The Senate presents a more difficult problem because I'm almost certain Ellelller 

will oppose this. He doesn't want to bother w1th Farm Legislation this year. 

Further he bas turned down the rice people who want a price support increase 

and the7 were in under the auspicious of' Wilbur Mills pressing :me today. I 

·\ stood them of'f and said I would make further studies. 

Anyway I went up to see Mike Mansfield. I don't like to go around 

Ellender' s back but we prett7 well concluded that I should get saneone in the 

Senate to go around and get bipartisan sponsorship and he seemed to think 

McCarthy would probably be the best. · The only real political problem on this 

oneld.ll be demands as to how strongly we should lock the grain up, that is 

not sell it under than other ver7 stringent circumstances but we wouldn't want 

to do that anyway so it's not much of' a problem. If' I can get this rolling 

why it would be very helpful. 

I've been reading some of' my incaning mail on the engagement l.ast week 

with Jake Javits and it reai; is pretty ~ood. People seem to have appreciated 

my standing up to him. The South of' course highly approved:. others .around the 

country did. He seemed to be in the position of' the attacker and me a va.liant ,,.... 
.;' 

defender which is a good posture. The clips and newspaper camnents and columns 
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haven't been nearly as good. They passed it off as a kind of shouti~ contest, 

don•t pass judgment on it and go back to belaboring us on the issue itself. 

However, on balance I think I came out on this one surprisingly well. 

Jane and I had a very stimulating evening last evening. We left 
-

Washington about 6:00 o'clock in one of these new Jets for Philadelphia. 

Jim O'Connor wa.s the sponsor. We went to a very beautitul subµrban hane. A 

young couple with eight very lovely children. Their name was The Lou Fishe:n 

and he is a young very newly rich restaurant owner•••quick serving restaurants 

specializing in chicken. He is a very attractive fellow. He has made fl" his_ 

money in the last 10 years and was really a very modest, very attractift! 

fellow, apparently looking for sanething constructive and meaningful to do 

with his money now. Jim Connor is on him and wants to have him fund a St. Joseph 

University supplement to the Food Marketing Academy which would involve a balt 

. "' a dozen or so scholars to begin taking a hard look at the international. food and 

agricu1ture problem. 

The meeting was attended by about a halt ·a dozen Jesuit Brothers, sane 

of them directly there tran Rane under the direction of the Father General 

Peter Arru~ of the Jesuit Order. They are so~ idering seriously going into the 

world food problem and making it a high priority item of the Jesuits agenda. 

This is really veey exciti~. I spoke and apparent:cy- veey ettective:cy- finting 
out the challenge of our times is to harness the tremendous knowledge we .have 

ot the physical. world we have around us, which although it is improving our ~ 

ot lite is creating dangerous complex problems, to wit, pcb:lsoning the universe, 

developing fright~ des:tru.ctive armament, population explosion, and of course 

the comnunication revolution and with it the revolution of rising expectations, 

yet it we cou1d agree to put nearl.1' the concentrated effort and the proven 

techniques to reach an agreement on our fundamental political problems this 



knowledge of the universe could be used to solve most of our social problems, 

and so it could. Then transposed that into the food and agriculture field, got 

down to specifics, ending up with the proposal that a program answering 

St. Joseph which would review experiences and need in the world food picture, 

would develop case studies of what bad worked and why and where, which would 

seek to apply the system progr~ng planning method which is used so success­

tully in the material scientific engineering technological field to developing 

in connection with international food and agriculture systems which would make 

it possible to determine the goals, methods, to establish priorities and to 

get this whole thing systematized. Then if the Jesuits worldwide were tied 

to St. Joe, which is a Jesuit College, why' an extra governmental. non-political 

king of international food and agriculture appraisal, review, developnent, 

mobilization of talent, focusing of attention on the problem, a host of good 

things could flow fran it. Anywa;y it wa+ost stimulating and I left the meeting 

as we flew back to Washington, not getting here until close to 2:00 o'clock, 

with a good warm feeling that perhaps much good might cane of that evening's 

session. Incidentall.y, this afternoon Henry HaJ.l Wilson, now President of the 

Board of ~ade in Chicago, formerly the Legislative Liaison man at the White 

House, came in to see me. He had been tal.king to the Preiident who repeated 

again as he did to me last Friday night that we ought to do something about 

the countries that we were giving food under P.L. 480 so they would at least 

buy from us rather than buying from other countries. Actua.1.l.y ·they are not 

buying from other countries very much and where they do it is usua.1.l.y because 

it is cheaper, to wit, India buying from Australia. He keeps talldng about 

sane kind of tight sales so we get our share of the market. Of course there 

is a good deal of merit in this. Unfortunately it lsra direct contra.diction 

to an effort to get other countries to join w1th us multilaterall.y in meeting 

the food needs vis-a-vis the Kennedy Round. Henry knows the President, and as 



he put it we can decide what ought to be done here and kind of work it 

around in a wa:y that will be acceptable. 

Dorothy called me at dinner tonight. Evans of Evans and Novak was 

wanting her to try and get same more dope on what happened to the Executive 

Order which was to determine the operating relationships under the new 

P.L. 480 between state, AID, and· Agricu1ture. The President has been sitting 

on that and sane of the press expose characters are trying to make something 

of it, and Felix Belair and the New York Times crowd who have bleeding hearts 

but little knowledge about P.L. 48o keep writing snide stuff about it. 

The President talked to Henry about setting up a Camnittee to advise with 

him on this and sane good could cane of this, too. Henry Wilson is a good 

friend, an intelligent fellow who knows how to operate. He's sympathetic to the 

Department. I outlined to him the whole background of our efforts to be more 

ettect.ive in the agricultural international field and we Dl!cy' have gotten an 

ally. 

June 21, 1967 - - 11: 50. I'm about to go up for lunch w1th Wilbur Mills. 

I don't know what he wants but I expect he will be bugging me about dairy 

and dairy prices and also about rice. He does represent his constituents and 

keeps lds hand well out in front of his body in the process. He can do that 

effectively as Chairman of the ways and Means Camnittee. This afternoon we' re 

going up to Split Rock for what I hope will be a relaxed and enjoyable week 

end. 

Last night we had a party on the Sequoia in honor of the Andy and Oscar 

Carrs fran Mississippi. It was a delightful. party. They are wonderf"ul people, 

so attra.'Otive and so dedicated at the same time. They are the ones that 

set the stage and guided us around Mississippi on our recent trip. They.' re 

l. giving real leadership in conmunity developnent and racial improvement. Hence 



it was nice to roll out the red carpet and give them a little specia1 . 

attention. It rained which was too bad but nonetheless it was a delightful. 

party. Liz and Les carpenter were there and had an opportunity to learn 

something about what goes on in Mississippi that will be usetul. I brouaht 

Bob Dwyer along as well. After the little speeches after dinner, he stood 

up and blurted out that a hal.f a . dozen people bad asked him why we were in 

Vietnam and then he proceeded to say~. Everybody ·was quite uncanfortabl.e. 

Senator Joe Clark was quite angry, but no· one exploded, and it worked ou:~ 

~ 'all right and it was probably a good thing for SCllle of them to hearl:Wb1' a 

man like Bob Dwyer felt like we should be in Vietnam. 

Wednesd.Q' we had a Cabinet meeting. Nothing very eventtul except the 

President was making it very clear that there was not a stalemate in Vietnam 

and he emphasized strongly that the Press was the only one that really beliewd 

that and then proceeded to read fran an Intelligence Report and in it observed 

that McNamara thought very highly of s.etting forth in great detail spec:ttics 

in terms of the air raids and the resistance they are running into now. That 

the North Vietnamese are clearly hurting; the volume of anti-aircrafts and 

resistance is down, so is the MIG resistance down, and that the banbirig is 

accanpllshing what it is intended to do by way of tying up resources, people 

and hinder su:pp4r. 

Bob McNamara spoke quite emotiona.l.ly about the charge against him and t~ 

Government of peddling armaments around the 'World. There is a big tlack in 

Congress now and a series ot stories in the New York Times about him which tends 

to· put him and the Government in general in a rather bad position as purveyors ot 

arms. He was deeply concerned about it and pointed out that these were things 

we had to do, that it we didn't do it these Governments would go ,eisewhere, 
to 

and sanet:lmes that would include/Russia for military supplies, that very strict 
\ 

I 
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criteria of the most efficient military supplies and their need plus the 

·/ expenditures wouldn't adversel:y affect the economy were applied, and only 

when the Secretary of State certified that it was necessary even if it 

hurt the econom¥, were these sales made. I've never seen Bob McNamara as 

emotionally upset about anything. He's trying to stop the stories or make 

them more accurate with some success I think; in the meantime "there is a lot 

of noise about it and hearings are being held and a number of wild statements 

being made up on the Hill. Ellender-is apparently giving a great deal of 

' difficulty on this one. 

July 24, 1967 -- 11:45. I've just driven my way through about 3 hours 

of paper work. My how it piles up. There is a lot of activity going on -.nd 

most of it I must pass on if it's going to keep on going. 

Jane, Mike and I had a very delightful. weekend. Frida¥ atternoon we flew 

up to Split Rock, Pennsylvania, to a resort on a Lake .c&l.led Harmony ~ the 

Glacier Country- of the Pocono Mountains. There was a large lodge, lots ot 
cabins ' and houses around. We stayed in one Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights. 

We spent Friday and Saturday nights with Q'ean and Evron Kirkpatrick.. The 

Pennimans were with us on Saturday. It was enjoyable to participate in sane 

wide and free-ranging intellectual conversations, running from a book Jean 

is writing on Argentina through Vietnam, ~ttitude in the country- towards it, 
' 

comparisons with Korea, the attitude of the intellectual camm>i1't7, a wide 

ranging review with Kirk of things I am doing in the Department of AgricuJ:ture. 
. . 

It was stimulating and useful, actually a ~ of my current course to ·try 

and broaden hor1z0ns a bit and get into some things except plain agricul.ture 

where I sanetimes feel I am so li:miting my scope of interest and know-how as 

to becane bored w1th JQ"Self and probably boring to everyone else. During the 

day we hiked, swam, read, had a canoe ride, a drive around the area b7 a 'ohn 

Adams who is the head ot the ·operating ccapany that ,68fi8 about 4o.,ooo &Cl'8. ot 



land formerly Lehigh Coal land now being developed for recreation purposes 

~ on a very interesting basis whereby they. are rather than plotting and s:elling 

lots plan to devdlop such things as hotels, town houses and cottages which 

they will then lease or rent, retaining ownership. They seem to be doing it 
"· 

on a very systematic and caretully planned basis which seems to make sei:ise. 

This morning I conducted the first semi~ of the Newspa~r Award Winners 

of the Political. Science Association, some twenty of them. 

Thursday, July 27, 1~7, ll:30 pm at my desk at hane. Another long, 

hot week is drawing to a close. It; s been a hot one in more respects than 10De. 

The riot in Duluth has dominated pretty much everything. We just f'inished 

watching the President's address to the Nation tonight. I thought he clitl very 

well. It was a bit long and repetitive, but it was very firm, since~ and 

moving. He was very firm about the enforcement and in condemning the violence. 

He chartered a course of action to correct the conditions which contribute 

to riots. In the process he got in sane sharp polltical points, but they were 

well disguised, as he pointed out the failure of Congress to act on sane of 

his recamnendations, particularly the rat contro~ bill which was the carrier 

for the whole urban housing program. He appealed to the Nation in a number 

of ways including declaring next Sunday a day of prayer and asking everyone 

to provide leadership as well as public officials. All in alliit was, I think, 

a very effective performance. I do hope it will do a lot· of good. 

The President got .off I think on a rather bad foot earlier in the week 

when :following a very nasty uncalled tor statement by. the Republican Coordinating 

Camnittee charging him with responsibility for the riots, he responded ln ,a 

very pickish ~by making it .clear repeatedl.y that Ranney couldn't handle 

the situation in Detroit before .he fitAJly sent troops · ther~. I didn't see it 

but he was on television at Midnight, Tan Hughes did and he said it looked pretty 

bad. However, in the press and radio criticisms general.l.y the· Republicans seem 



to be getting it worse than the President. I haven't seen him this week. 

We've had a number of' calls and been working with The White House to get 

together a paekage of things for Detroit. We've already moved food in there, 

but we've been working through the people in Ca.lifano's office. 

I'll be going to Detroit next week and am considering making a personal. 

inspection tour of the areas wh~re food will be distributed. I'm reserving 

judgment on that one. 

The week bas been a fairly quiet one. I'm concentrating abit this week 

on our canmod.1ty programs and concerned about them. Our Crop Reports are for a 

very good crop, sane claiming a 5-blllion bushel corn crop, and that would be 

a catastrophe on our prices. Soybean prices are down. There have been demands 

to reseal fran around the country. Reports are picking up of dissension and 

unhappiness with our current situation and I expect we'll have more. I'm 

going to have DeVier Pierson over next Monday to review w1th our Incane and 

Abundance Task Force a number of questions he sent over which reflected some 

of the protest and. mail he's getting. It will continue to be a miserable, 

tough situation on these farm prices -- no question about that for the balance 

of the year. 

Tomorrow we go up to Vermont to spend the weekend with Ken Galbraith. 

It ought to be an interesting weekend. I hope to get a chance to work him 

over a bit on Vietnam. I called Dean Rusk and his suggestion was that I make 

it clear to Galbraith that some of those who are writing history now of the 

Kennedy period may be surprised when the facts come out -- that Kennedy had 

made it clear that if we had to fight it should be not in Laos but in Vietnam. 

He spoke rather strongly about it and expressed his willingness to sit down 

with the ADA crowd and discuss all this, if' they wished. On the other hand 

( Bob McNamara whan I talked with about it when we played squash was not as 



outspoken. He said that he really couldn't say -- that Ke.nnedy was a very wise 

man and might have figured out a wa:y to. avoid this, and Qf course there were 

a few times, such as the period of very rapid chaIJge of Governments •in V~etD11111 

when we might haw wlJ.ked out, s2cy"ing it was hopeless if they couldrit ge~ 

together better than that. On the other hand, he said we would haVe paid a 

big price in terms ·of our loss of prestige and the strength of our position 

in the free position in the world and particul&rly that part of the world. 

His plea would be that ~ ought not to split the nation on this, weaken the 

President's position, and lose thereby.his program for National. progress • . I 

told Bob I didn't think that was very effective for the people who are pro-

testing, say let's get out. His response was -t;;hat well even Galbraith doesn't 

say let's get out. That he doesn't support the enclave theory which Bob repeated 

was totall.y impossible and supported.! by no one reall.y, that you better just . 

walk out rather than trying to do that. . 

I've had a.n ulcer f'J.areup this week. I don't know what it came tran 

except perhaps· I had a few drinks late at night last weekend and smoked some 

cigars. It' s been graduW.y getting better but I'm kind of uncomfortable again 

tonight. Hope it clears up. 

August 2 1 1967 - 9:00 pn at rq desk at home. It' s been a busy dley' tod.8¥. 

I went to Boston to speak to the National League of Cities, tanorrow will be 

Detroit and the National Association of County officials, and tod.8¥ I worked bard 

following up long conferences last Fridley' ,on the speeches. The riots have 

set the stage for real public interest in anything to ·do with big cities. 

I had a very interesting press conference in Boston, moie questions ,more interesj, 

than has ever existed before on the urban rural balance question. My ,speech. . 

there was a kind of emotional one. It was Wally Lindell' s first ettor1; and he 
,. -"". 

clung stubbornly to his .thesis that we · should deal in terms of me~ng, purpose I 



emotion people, and make a major impact. I really think that I did. They 

listened very, very d.osely. I hammered hane the point that where will we 

put another 100 million people by the year 2000. How will we look at our 

grandchildren come that date -- with pride that we prepared a place for them 

or with chagrin that we failed. The impact I think was excellent. The p~ss 

conference far reaching. · For the first time that I can remember I felt t~t 

I bad made an impact on the press. While there I got a call tran Joe Cal.ifano. 

I bad inquired of the staff at the White House whether tomorrow in Detroit 

I should visit our distribution centers. The call was to say no -- further to 

cancel my press conference, and finally to get back as quick as I cou1d, and 

then they censored my speech and took out some parts that I didn't think were 

very significant &nyW8'Y'. 

It would appear that the President is very jumpy about the po1itical situa­

tion with Ranney. It would appear that he didn't come out too well, that htls 

statement on the Sunday night thitthe riots broke, em.phasing Romeny's inabil.ity 

to take care of the situation backfired. Romney has been hollering politics 

and the whole thing is kind of squirreled up. It's really hard to tell who is 

hurting who. The President now is maintaining a dignified silence, and that's 

undoubtedly the best thing to do. 

Late this afternoon I went to a reception of the Democratic NationaJ. 

Camnittee. They have beautiful new offices on the top floor of a brand new 

office building overl.ooking the Poianac River not far from the John F. Kennedy 

Cultural Site. I kind of enjoyed seeing all the pol.iticos. On my way out I 

ran into the Vice President just coming in. We spoke briefly. Yesterday he 

was in Boston and made a very stirring speech in which he attacked the Congress 

for not acting. I assumed that he bad clearance on that in the White House 

and when questioned myself, I said that the Vice President had made the point and 

that the Congress had acted very l.ittl.e. The press reacted especially to sane 



language in the manuscript which I had adjusted in pen to rea4, "not a 

President who cares and a cooperative Congress, but a President who cares 

and a Congress that cooperated until recently." A number of the reporter.a 

ran out of the· rQOm to file a story. I haven't seen it yet. Ar:ryway, I 

asked-:Efumphr~y ~bout it and he was most unhappy- and disturbed. He said that 

he had had a call from Joe Calif~no say-ing that the Pre·sident was disturbed 

and that be b&d upset relations with the Congress. The night before he had 

been cal.led and to1d not to go to Boston and had insisted on going because 

he was already booked and couldn't possibly refuse to go. He told Califano 

that the President had told him only a couple of days before that he, HumphreJ', 

should take on the Congress and that the President couldn't. Then the President 

turned around and fussed through Califano. Jane and I were talking about it 

tonight. I think if I were the Vice President I would tell Califano that i:f 

the President wanted .to talk to me about it I wou1d be glad to cane over., but 

in the meantime I was following the last instructions I got from the President. 

Anywa:y it would appear that the President is mighy jUDJ.PY'. I' 11 go into Detroit 
. . 

tomorrow, giVe my speech to the County otticials and get out .of there. 

The encouraging thing is that I have succeeded in .getting six Cabinet ofti-

cers, John Gardner, Trowbridge of Camierce, Bill W~z, Alan Boyd, Bob Weaver, 

to join with me, and I so announced,to sponsor a· sypposium this December to 

review the whole urban rural balance question, bringing together people world-

wide on the subject. I'm going to make this a real bii thing. Try and get 

some Foundation money and d~ sane real brainiilQrming, sane deep thinking about 

the kind of planning, city-country tied together to meet all these horrend<?Us 

problems that neeas to be done. Maybe we can canmand ·sane attention to ·this 

subject. I sent the President a memo outlining that I would do this. I told 

' him rather than asked him, and at least I wasn't stopped, so it would appear 



• • • 

that he at least will sit still for this. Although Califano told Schnittker 

today that I better be careful in December that this symposi~ didn''t c.a.ll 

for anything that meant more money. The President obviously is very disturbed 

about the btidget and the threat of increasing the national debt $20 or $~0 

billion for which he certainly can't be blamed. 

La.st weekend we had a delightful time up in Vermont with. the Gal.braithS. 

Ken is walking on air. . His new book "~ New Industrial State" 'is on the 
' ' 

best seller list. He had with him up there HaJ.verstan, a writer for Harper 11a, 

and Gloria Stein.am, a free lance girl writer, they were typical. New York 

arty types, but they didn't set us back too mch. We went for a wonder-

ful long hike up a rocky, rugged creek. We had a number of fine swims ill 

their Beaver Pond lake. Wonderful relaxed lunches outside, stimulating clia-

cuss ions. The weather was fine -- the countryside beautiful. Mike was 

there listening and I think learned a good bit. It was really a most enjoyable 

time. Ken was his usual glib, arrogant, witty self', but he seemed delighted 

to have us there and I felt he really did enjoy and like us. Perhaps in a 

wa:y I'm his passport 

August 3, 1967, 11:10 at home. Another day is about history. I've been 

sweating out for 2 J./2 hours now the day's mail and all the projects th~t are 

under way. It seems bottanless and I sure get sick of it. Nonetheless we do 

have sane exciting things in the mill. Tanorrow I see the President on the · 

Tokyo Trade Pranotion big fair with the plan to invite all the Governors to 

participate and for me to go on perhaps to The Philippines, Taiwan and HongKong 

and do sane trade pranotion. The President flagged our report on increased 

agricultural. exports and apparently wapts to combine a T~ Fair announ.Cement 

invitation to Governors along with the favorable trade figures. I got a message 

' tram Jim Jones that Trowbridge and I were to get together and set sane 1-rgets 
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Resolution and its legislative history made it clear that if the_circumstances 

demanded it we could come up with grain· even though it was not matched to the 

3 million· ton amount that Congress allegedlf authorized. The present situation 

in India couldn't possibly be as bad as in the United· States and referred to 

our budget situation and to the fact that if I had to finance out of' the 
. . 

Agricultural budget all this grain for India I would have to cut back on 004 

stamps, school lunch, school milk, and f'ood programs for our needy at hane. 

I responded to that with the bumper ·~rop tlrls year we would probably take that 

· mill.ion ton into the ·Camnodity Credit Corporation and it would-appear in 'the 

budget anyway. He made no camnent about that. The meeting drew to a close. 

When we returned .to our office Eskie remarked to me that he thought the President 

woiiJld come down ·on a million tons but I'm not so sure. 

Today I had a call trom Gene Rostow. Stat~ apparently is trying to get 

out a memo to the President now and to Fowler, myself' and Gaud on it. I'U 

have to see it. I•m not sure any good can be accanplished to push him further 

on it at this time. 

~ heard snatches of' Bobby Kennedy on Meet The Press yesterday and I can't 
. . 

say that I think he has conducted himself' with any great distinction. The 

liberals are having a field day. It is so easy on the outside to criticize. 

The whipping boys are Vietnam and the money spent there, the space program 

and the .moDl:y spent there; yet they know there is a 1~t to what we can r~ 

spend and use effectively. In all fairness, Bobby did s~ $2 - $4 &illion 

is all that could be used and I suppose we could use that if' we diverted it 

tram Vietnam. It' s a struggle. His criticism, too, that we ought not to do 

more in Viet~ until the Vietnamese are will~ng to do it is legitimate. 
. . 

But he's been on the inside' he knows how tough it is, he's enough of' a politici~ 

to know that the country certainly is not prepared at this time to susta.1n 

further heavy spending in the very areas that are spawning the current calls f'or 
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requiring each big allocation to get his personal approval.. In this instance 
-

I had joined with Bill Gaud to recommend a million tons of grain to India. 

This baged upon the matching exercise where Gene Rostow a.nd John Schnittker 

traveled around and got a.lleged camnitments to match the 3 million tons that 

. Congress authorized us to send to India last spring provided that other 

countries matched it. 

Saturday .he successtully attacked through the medium of George Ball 

his ·counseJ.+ as it were. Joe Fowler and Harry McPherson played this ,same 

role and they pretty well shot down Gene Rostow and Bill Gaud' s arguments 

particularl.7 when they claimed that the 1-year extension by the World ~ 

constituted matching even though India didn't use it to buy grain. They 

also attacked the argument that Italy's reviving sane old pledges of consortim 

constituted matching. The President sat and listened and pretty well agreed 

with the anti-India side. Finally Chet Bowles asked to be heard. It was rather 

pathetic. He made about as much impression as a f'ly on the wall with his 

hackney arguJnent that India is dif't'icult, frustrating, and how well he knew 

it but t~t they were having a difficult time, that India was in serious 

trouble, now the rains wer~ better in six more months the picture could change 

and they'd be on their ~eet. George Ball made the point that there was no 

reason to help India, that they were not with us politically, and there -.a 

eve~ reason to believe they wanted to be rid of us and follow their own course 

which was not consistent with American policy either in Vietnam or in the Near 

East. The President agreed. He is needled by the fact that they continu:ally 

attack him and sanetime gratuitousl.7 attack this country. He pr~abl.y ought to 

give a little more latitude to their domestic political si~tion, but they 

simpl.7 do frustrate him. l(y" contribution was to· point ~ that we were not 

painted in the corner by the matching requirement, that the Congressional. 



in the current climate, that there is a fringe in the Negro carmunity- now · 

as illustrated by Stokley- Carmichael currently calling for revolution in the 
. . -

United States and Cuba ~ H. ·Rap Brown and others that want nothing less than 
.. 

revolution and daninence by the black camm1n:lt7, destroying whit~ power 

structure. It would appear they think they have the bit in their teeth and 

they won't stop until they are stopped by force. 

I don't think it's quite that bleak. I think the Negro ca111mnit7 itself 

will exert a strong restraining influence-provided that these loud men are con-
.. 

tained and do not completely intimidate them. The Presiden~ is saying the •. 

right thing~ dealing in no hystrionics or extreme statements, calling for 

improvements and giving all forces involved a lot of line. In the meantime, 

hearings are going ·on in the Congress. Eastland's JudiciarY Conmittee is having 

them now. McClelland will have them. The anti-riot bill bas passed the House 
.... ~..·; 

and the forces of white conservatism are stirring~ It's reported that the 

poverty bill has lost a lot o~ support because of disturbances. It's ironic 

and somewhat frightening in that we find Negroes here demanding in effect what 

they fight and detest in South Africa, mainly two separate cammm:lties - white 

and black. In the meantime, the Vietnam war gri-nds on. . There were two ~ry 

depressing stories in the New York Times today - one going into considerable 

length documenting a stalemate in Vietnam; the other criticizing tactics which 

~· keep the Marines frozen in the hike for Northern Viet~ area when they s·hould 

be in the Delta where their. greater maneuverability would be better used. 

It's a tough, harsh period. I must sa;y the President keeps his equa.n:lmity-
. . -

am.zingly. He was concerned about this, demanding that we do something to 

increase exports, to improve our budget position last Friday, but still relatively 

calm. On Saturday- he was interesting to observe. He kind of enjoys taking 

on the State Department and AID who of course are continuously pushing him to 

( have more aid and send more f~od. He still holds the reigs on P.L. 480 · 



be borrowed, ·or $15 billion. ·The $7 billion increase over the anticipated 

deficit ot $8 billion.· 

I saw the President last Friday when he authorized our Tokyo Trade Promotion 

premising me a 707 airpl.ane to transport Governors to Tokyo. We W1ll. then use 

them in our Trade Promotion and presumably send them out into the . provinces 

around Japan while I go on for an independent one-day promotion stand tor 

trade in Taiwan, the Philippines, Hong Kong, and Korea. I'll pick up the 
. . 

Governors and return after roughly a week. He was pleased with that and I had 

a press conference briefing the Press men about our excellent year in agri-

. cultural exports and mekjng an advance notice of this big agricultµraJ. trade 

· exposition. Even then he was repeating the problem in connection with the 

budget and how we're going to raise the money.to meet the problem. 

We were asked today to contact our respective constituencies and the Members 

) of Congress and see what kind of:reports we got fran them and the kind of' support 

we could raise for it. 

It is a tcnigh situation. The liberals are crying for more expenditures 

to meet the threat in cities, highlighted by the recent riots. Bo~by Kennedy 
. . 

,esterdq on Meet the Press criticized the tax proposals because they were 

not graduate·d. He called for $2 to $4 billion initially to increase city pro­

grams. This to ·come it necessary from holding back in Vietnam. Unfortunately 

at the same t:lme the President annou:nced the tax increase he annou.nced .45 to 

50 thousand more troaps in Vietnam and the li:t>eraJ.s and the Negroes will be 

screaming fram the rooftops about that. 

It really is a confused and diff'icu1t situation. Richard Wilson of the 

Cowles publication has a column in the paper tonight where he points out that 

the solution of the hysterical liberaJ.s, as he calls them, for clearing out more 

alums, more schools, more housing, more re~reation, more jobs won't be enough 
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feeling during the game when some Negro teenagers in the late innings moved 

down into the front seats we held. It seemed to me that they were quite . 

cocky and pushy. I probably wouldn't have noticed it two weeks ago. Now with 
. . 

the riots j~st passed and everyone so sensitive al?out it, I bad ·a di:f'f'erent 

feeling. In part it was a feeling of concern and worry that we would have 

riots here, and everyone bas in Washington these days, when you ride through 

the Negro Districts and see the crowded conditions, realize how dreadfully 

hot, humid and uncanf'ortable it is, ~ow wretched they must be, one is fearful. 

: ... of an explosion, sympathetic too. Yet one bas a different attiGud.e. about-~-· ... 

the Negroes in a way since these riots. 

Monday, August 7, 1967, 10:20 pn at hane. Just finished dinner and at 

the desk 88ain attacking the pile of paper. I played sQ.uash ·this afternoon 
. . 

and then a meeting at the White House with the President. and other Cabinet 

members and heads of the Agencies concerned With danestic econanic caffairs. 

The subject was the disc~sio".2 of the fiscal problem, more particularly the 

tax program the ·President sent .to the Congress calling for an increase in 

incane tax, the 10 percent surtax. The meeting dragged on. The President was 

in no hurry. He lef't for a phone call and as we we~e breaking up after about 

45 minutes he came back and we spent another rambling 45 minutes while he 

examined with us in conside~al>le detail the pj:oblem. He is and understandab]Jr 

so opaessed with .the $30 hill.ion deficit which stares us in the face for the 
. . . 

current fiscal. year. Obviously this has serious overtones politically and 

econanical.J.y. As he put it, t~ borrow $30 billion would . be disastrous to the 

econany, wou1d drive up interest rates alt~-'~no one can say how far. · 

quizzed Fowler about that. So he has determined to make up the deficit l>y 

increasing taxes to produce $7 billion and he ·canp].a.ins that no one supports 

r that. A1so, to cut back the budget enough to provide· 25 percent; the tax 
J 

increase to provide 25 percent of the $SO billion deficit, and the balance to 

I 



.~'; 

canmodity by camnodity, country by country, t~t' s _not poss'ible. The message 

wasn't very clear, but I'm delighted to get a crack at them on the trade thing 

for we've done sane awtul.J.y good work . on this. I hope he will back the big 

Tokyo thing, including the governors. If he'll provide the tra.Dsportation we 

can put on quite a show. 

I had an interesting talk with Rusk today, mostly about the FAO. He is 

skiddish about backing Sen for 2 more years as Director General. It is reported 

to him that Boerma of Holland and Santa Cruz of Latin American are campaign1ng 

hard, cutting up Sen, and Sen is losing strength. He hesitated to get into 

that even though he thought we ought to have an American and might win this year 

with one, to wit, Orville Freeman; but, as he put it that's a dead issue for 

the President came down bard with an emphatic "no" on that one. I told him I 

would likely be available in 1969, but that the real issue is whether this 

Government means what it s~ about the world :f'ood problem, and is prepared to 

do something about it include Our camnitment to multi-lateral methods. If we 

mean that we ought to be doing something about the FAO which is the logical 

organization·through which to work but which ·will never amount to~ w:l.th­

ait strong leadership and strong US support. He told me he would check further 

·into it as to the political possibilities and we.'ll have to let that one ride. 

· I bad an interesting office conference todat about the Fairleigh Dickinson 

proposal. John Schnittker is somewhat skeptical. He thinks the University might 

be u:l:ng us, but I think Otherwise. We might be able to develop the agricultu:.ta 
.• . 

r 

story in that Forum in a very dramatic way and get more attention than Agriculture 

has ever gotten in the East. Anyway we have i~ launched. 

The same is true for the urban rural sypposium. We are organiaedc·: to t1 

and get that one moving and ousin\to make a big thing of it. ' 

We had a delightful evening. Mike and I went to the baseball. game and 

Washington won in 11 innings. It was a pretty good game. I had a strange 
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make this a big event. It surely is timely. They ell. seemed quite inq>resl ed and 
. I 

canplimentary that I had focused the .sights of the Department on Agriculture/2000 

the big picture of where dolwe go fran here. 

This af'ternoon I spent with general -farm organizations, including Roger 

Fleming from the Farm Bureau, and camnodity groups discussing .farmer barga1ni:ng 

power. I had Bill Abbott set down some ·or the principles necessary to have .. . 

bargaining power -- Rod Leonard outlined sane of the commodities which miBht 

lend themselves to it • . I emphasized -we have nothing to ~ell that I'.m merely 

trotting out the idea. The response was cautious, but I think generally favor-

able. Or~n Staley was there. He _spoke a good bit. His usual voluable self. 

Apparentl.1' he'11 see the President tanorrow. This is .the result of Wilbur MW.S 
. -

again. This time pushed by Dave Parr and Nelson. Staley seems to have contacts 

with them and al.so with the Grange. · He's re~ quite an operator and can be 

on the NFO milk withholding same months back. As our af'ternoon meeting drew 

to a close Tam came in and said that DeVier Pierson had notified him that the ' 

President woul.d see staley. Pier~on w<?uJ.d tell him, or we could. I gave it a 

quick thought and decided to let Tan tell him. This was legitimate for I had 

a late a.f'ternoon meeting with the Assistant Prime Minister from Australia and 

then at the Pentagon for suess what. Whether I' 11 be with him when he sees 

the President or not, I don't know. · · I 

I also worked sane today to prepare ant answer to another attack on me. 

It was made ano~ously, foJ1W8.i-ded by Jim Jones, Marvin Watson's assistant, 

allegedly at the request of the· Pres~dent. I'm not sure whether the President 
. .. .. 

saw it or not. This one. was more personal. and nasty t .ha.U that of a few m nths 

back, but quite can.parable. 



He was very strong in ~s description of agriculture as basic in India. 

' He pointed out that what happens is when the farmers get a little income 

is that they start buying sane of the things they want in the way of consumer 

goods with resulting small processing and business enterprises popping up 

and in this wa;y people can be kept in the countryside and .the economy can begin 

to grow and prosper which is exac:.tly what happened in this .country• . All in 

aJ.l it worked out much better than I would have thought. It'.s. too bad that 

Bowles bas eroded his prestige and influence danes_tical.ly i~ the State Depart­

ment and particularly with the President by getting labeled as so unaJ.terablY 

pro-Ind~an as not to exercise a firm enough hand and alWay.s advocate more and 

more and more without strict requirements in terms of what they shouJ.d do. 

He is actual.ly ·an attractive, very preceptive and knowledgeable man. 

Augus~ 10, 1967 -- 11:00 pn at home. 'This haS been .an interesting and 

I think use:fUL day in contrast with yesterday when I just seemed to fritter 

it away. Early this morning Paul. Ilvisaker, formerly of the Ford Foundation, 

and a number of his staff people ca.me in tor a preparatory conference on the 

urban rural bal.ance symposium. We were joined by_Ed Bishop, Chairman of the 

President's Camnission on Rural Poverty. The diacussion was stimulating. 

I hadn't realized before that some of the resistance to my position on this 

is because I am taken by many to express the traditi~nal rural agrarian view­

point which they consider competitive for resources, such as appropriations, 

but also business which means jobs, and taxes as well. nvisak.er put it well 

when he said we need to cons id.er the United States, at least the eastern half 

o~ it, as one large city and plan and mesh all of our resources illllud.ing land 

and space'· accordingly. He emphasized that the symposium ougll.t to be as specific : 

as possible and premised to submit ·some spe-'itic recamnendations · on topic and 

participants. Bishop pranised to do the same. I° am encouraged that we ean 
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he's right, was that in our modern world, changes coming so rapid1y, conmunica­

tion is so extraordinary, that people are alerted to what others have and 

desirous of having the same and quickly. The revolution of rising expecta­

tions is true in the U.S. as well as around the world. He made the point 

that as conditions improve, disturbances will tend to intensity for expecta­

tions will grow more rapidl.y and that probably the pace will oontinue. 

In India, he said, it would be expected as conditions do improve there will 

be a lot more disturbance and disrupt.ion than now. He drew an example of Madras 

which is one of the best governed states in India with the highest standard of 

living where the incumbent government .was canpletely turned out. Basica.1.ly, he 

said, the current political situation in India is that the new people, the 

young people, are joined in one objective and that is to turn the rascals, 

meaning the old timers, out. He emphasized that we all make mistakes, every 

Government, and private organizations as well, using the illustration that 

Ford made a mistake in the Edsel car and if any Government had made such a 

mistake it would have been turned out, but Ford as a private organization 

could and did survive it. Further, he said, the mistakes ma.de by the Soviet 

Goverment a.re covered up and not known and emphasized and dramatized as in a 

democratic country. His overall prognosis for India was fairly favorable. 

He said that they are resentful of us and will never like us as long as 

we're giving them money. I was surprised that he was that perceptive. I 

quite agree. He stated that the agricultural. program does have a lot of 

manentum and he felt it was going forward despite the replacement of Subramaniam. 

He described~ Desi as being very loyal to Mrs. Gandhi now tJ:at he is in 

the Cabinet and that one of the things that he had done that was now paying 

off was to religiously call- on and advise with Desi for ~he ma.ny months when 

he was out of office al.together. Now his relations with Desi are ezcellent. 
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( ) now pretty well a matter of history. I just came fran the home of President 

Rudder pf Texas A&M located here. Incidentally Gerry Heaney' s canmanding 

of'ticer :~ in the Ranger Battalion in World War II. I spoke this evening to the 
. I 

Biological. Institute' s session, some 2000 plus people, both on science and our 

research program within the Department, also on the world food problem with 

special reference to our recent World Food Si~uation report which has. been 

sanewhat misconstrued. It was really two speeches, but I ~naged to canbine 

them in about 16 pages, sprin3J..ing in a few stories, and it went off rather 

well. 

I left Washington about 8:30 this morning and flew to Dallas. I 

scheduled a meeting with Gene Butler the Senior Manager of the Progressive 

Farmer and Charley Scuggs, one of their people just to discuss a.Sriculture. 

George Mahon was on the plane and ended up joining us for lunch. It was a 

general discussion, a kind of public relations gesture, altho theie may be 

sane good advice forthcoming. The hot topic here., of course, ii cot1x:> n. We' zie 

going to have to do something about the cotton problem because we've just abo 

got the surplus disposed of. As I've said a number of times today, it's 

ironic and an example of why no one would want to be Secretary of Agriculture, 

that beginning a year ago the camnodities of which we were in short· supply 

and where I incr.eased production, to wit, wheat, feed grains, and soybeans, 

in the last year we've had excellent weather, bumper crops, strong supply 

response and we're fighting depressed prices ~d a tempprary surplus situatio 

Cotton, on the other hand, we were in surplus; we hall a definite program to 

cut production and not only was it cut but weather lient and we really had alm 

the shortest crop in history. In the cotten program we have eliminated the 
. . 

surplus in 2 years instead of 4 -- now we need more production. Farmers seem 
f 

to be rather spoiled by the program. They like the very handsome payments, 

DDt p1anting too much; if' we would only toss in skip row planting now, which 

• 
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( time, there were many important people there to see him and ushered him back 

into the room with the other people. He seemed surprised, not offended, and 

I got to thinking later tha~ probably not very o:f'ten does the Shah have any 

one in effect conclude a conversation with him, rather he dismisses them in 
. I 

due course. Arryway I don't think he was offended -- nueybe it was go'!d fer 

him. I enjoyed talking with him and bei:D8 a part of the gathering. I'm going 

to follow up on this. There may be real developnent possibilities that we 

can use effectively in Iran. 

That same night I went to join Jane at a party that the Senator Coopers 

were giving for George Aiken and his new wife, Lola. It was perfectly d~light­

ful. Symington was there - the Mike Mansfields - Nancy Dickerson and he 

husband, and a few others that I didn't know. It was a ga:y party with informal 

toasts. We were glad to be there and particul.arly glad to 'be a part of it 

( all. This was a real exclusive group of people that Aiken himself' wanted 

and it meant sanething to be a part of it. 

Then last night we were on the Sequoia with Art Goldberg. He had a 

party for the new New Zealand Ambassador here Ambassador Horner, formerly 

Ambassador to the United Nations. He and his wife were perfectly delightful. 

The Gold.bergs had people mostly outside the Government -- dentists, doctors, 

lawyers, public relations people, :f'rie~ds in the ·washington Ccmnnni ty ·that they 
I

had that they wanted the Horners . to know. It was a veryunice thing to do 

and a very enjoyable . party. 

August 30, 1967 -- 12:00 midnight. College City, Texas. This has been 

and interesting, active and rather satisfying day. I'm on tour again. I 

booked in a speech at the insistence of our scientific people at the American 

Institute of Bio1ogicaJ. Sciences schedu1ed f~ here at College Station, ITexas. 

( Then I determined, consiste_nt with '1113 e:f'f'orts to .carry the message of ruraJ. 

area developnent and rural urban .balance, to lay on a tour. ~he first day is 



ghettos ~ he had already asked his s~aff' to br;ng together all my 

speeches and statements ~ ·to begin bri~ing this thing into focus. He 

will undoubtedly be oft and running nth it which is a real pl.us. Fran 

my own personal point of view, selfish now, I'm glad that I have been on 

this long eiiougb and loud enough so that the contribution of this Depa.rt-
. . 

ment..:a.nd yours truly it this ~s prove to be a great nat~onal. issue in 

developnent, which I think it will, will not be completely lost in the 

bushes. 

As a ma~ter ot tact, sunmarizing the . ~st week it's encouraging to note 

that in our three primary main areas that we have come sharply to the .I 

front, to wit, bargaining .power, ur'Qa.n .rural. balance, and al.so of course the 

new Food Situation Report. All of these are somewhat controversial.. All 

ot them have their detractors as well as their supporters within the Admin­

istration, but the President is well aware of each and we are for the 

mmnent at least in the position of the initiator and a rather prime mover, 

rather than a kind of collateral, drag along behinder which is the 'W8\Y' we 

are too often. 

Three interesting social events the last week -- Wednesd.8\Y' night I went 

to Averill Harriman' s. He bad a gathering of some of the outstanding businei s 

l.eadership in the Nation for the .Shah of Iran. He took me asl:de with the 

Shah early because I bad to leave for a party at the 'Senator John Coopers 

and I bad about 15 minutes with the Shah. I was impressed. He's made a lot 
·' 

of progress in his agriculture, he's deter.mined to make more, and indicated 

that he wanted to get big capital., big investment, big methods, big devel nt 

which would be profitable and then would ~e made available to Nationals. 

He ta.lked sense, seemed informed and positive. I may have pulled a faux pas 

f'or a.f'ter about 15 minutes I said to him that I didn't want to monopolize 



get ·real bargaining power, it could resu1t in improved efficiencies tran 
( 

constant supp:cy and ~so pressure on processors and ba.Ddl.ers_to improve theirj 

production. It ·could mean that farmers will have machinery whereby t~ey can 

rea.J.ly canpete a.nd conceivably government can ~ a sma.ller and smaller 

part and be a regu1ator and overseer and not as deeply involved as we ,are 
~ . . 

toda¥. Of course the1!&rtte is that in most of the conmodities that will 

use bargaining power and the techniques we are thinking about at the beginniqg 

aren't under any farm programs at aJJ.. There is a long way to go, but 

Bill now is going commodity by commodity, ca.lling in the trade itself, 

.producers and :Processors, analyzing the actual practices tb8.t are being tol- 1 

lowed. He plans to go out and spend some time with Staley and the NFO and 

see what they have learned which is rea.J.ly considerable from a practical 

point of view and by the end of October we will see where we are. It might 

be that the Administration should introduce legislation. If there arefoo 
many econanic imponderables we can stW. continue to study it, discuss it, 

and the dialogue will surely carry us through the election year and this doe$ 

provide a bit of hope in answer to many unanswerable questions for which 

there a.re no solutions at least none that are the least bit acceptable 

politica.J.ly. So tram that point of view, all of this is a plus and can't 

possibly hurt us. When you canbine that with ·the possibility of ,sane real 

· econanic advance why that puts a very favorable light on the whole thing• . 

I also talked yesterday with Humphrey about the rural urban balance 

question and the task force that the President assigned him to head, incl.ud­

ing McNamara. He's enthus.ed about it and has assigned Bill Welch who 

can work with Ken Birkhead here, and asked us to pl.an for and set up a meeti~ 
,I 

sometime next week. We' 11 do this now and try and maintain strong initiative. 

Humphrey said it would be delightful. to talk about something other than urban 
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Augutt 26, 1967 -- 2 :45 at .the office. I just finished a squash g·ame. 
. I 

I ran out of steam today playing with Jim Reynolds. McNamara and I have 

played very ha.rd twice and it seems to have lett a little mark. Maybe I'm 

getting old and I'll have to not run quite as bard, or ma.Yt>e it was just too 

much this week, particularly because I've been watching the food intake 

because I gained about 5 pounds. on our trip to the West last week. I' J 

Sha.ken ahout 4 pounds Of it -- tbat' 'S a plus. 

I'm going over in a few minutes to The White House with a cs.rd tori the 

President. It's his birthday tanorrow. The polls have been very bad and 

Ken Birkhead a.Dd the fellows here worked out a ca.rd which shows a graJ of 

asce~ accanplishments by LBJ with. the :Pollsters burning up their 

polls and sqing "we blew it again". It's re~ cute. I hope_ he likes 

it. This is a kind of grim time for him. 

Early this morning we had a meeting at The White House in Joe Ce.li'tano's 

office. Jim Reynolds from Labor, Gardner Ack1ey, Califano and myself. Bill 

Abbott accanpanied me and presented the farm bargaining question. They 

explored rather deeply the overall. econanic imp11cations. Gardner Ackley was 

quite negative, as he is toward most farm things, foreseeing all kinds bf 

problems by wa:y ot Government regulation and restriction. It's canplic ted. 

We've got to go into it very thoroughly but in the main I 1ef't quite enthused. 

CaJ.ifano thinks this is tremendously interesting and pradsing, which is a 

plus. Bill Abbott is on top of it and getting in deeper. His legal. back­

ground in antitrust and market regulations, plus his alert and keen mind, 

plus his manner which gets al.ong well w1th people, make him a naturaJ. 

tor this assiglment and I am delighted that he is now going to stq with the 

Department although his periOO: as a White House fell.ow .is ~. This Jould 
I' \ be a major econanic advance in the history of the country. If farmers l ~an 



• •• 

• • • 

report on the election in Vietnam. I did and found a good deal of interest 

in the farm bargaining power theme and believe I might have ·gotten Sa)le 
.. 

exposure and mde sane points that will be use:f'ul. As the President put 

it, we ought to use every opportunity we can to advertise and sell our 

o~ merchandise around here as .well as running out around the country. So 

it ·~ worlred out quite well. . I 
Al.so, incide.ntally the ~is of the el.ection in Vietnam was most j 

encouraging as Katzenbach ~ized it, we ought to be impressed with 

the fact that here's . a country that has really not had national. elections1, 

passing a constitution, living up to that constitution, holding free 

elections, all.ow1Dg f'ree press, all. at considerable risk when they are i r 

the midst of a great and very trying war. We ought to be impressed rather 

than supercritical. with the accomplishments that this indicates was his 

main thesis. 

Ear~ this mor~ I -- 1 · testified on the Sawtooth Recreation Area 

an interesting concept here of condemning scenic easements. The SawtooJ h Area 

needs contro1 developnent. The National. Recreation concept emphasizes 1 

recreation but permits other uses. Initially Udall had agreed that this 
. I 

should be in the Forest Service. Then Udall seemed to renege because of 
. I 

Park Service's objections and initialled a statement that they were to tile 

and indicated they still hoped to have a park, al.though I haven't verified 

that yet. I have been having tension with Ed Crafts lately. He ran out on 
. I 

us on Mineral. KiDg. He~t sits back and sulks and doesn't 

«amnmicate. He may have serious problems but they would be easier. to con-

templ.ate it 

!: : 



of the Senate. He referred back ironicalJ.y to some of the things said 

about Roosevelt, and then more specifically to recent statements by Fulbright 

about Roosevelt, and then the bitterness between Fulbright and Truman when 

Truman described Fulbright as an over educated idiot. So the Cabinet meeting 

ended on a fairly high note. 

The President then called me over along with Bill Wirtz. The two of 

us had ma.de a report to the Cabinet. He on the labor situation, and me on 

agriculture. Mine seemed tp be well received. I outlined the economic back­

ground, the nature of our problem, how farm programs worked but specifical.17 

emphasized the bargaining power theme and its importance and its need. 

I emphasized also the rural urban balance question and the President reacted 

very :Uavorably. He stated that I had done an outstanding job in trying to 

keep the farm prices up and that they had forced on me more than I shou1d 

have had to take on, apparently referring to the inflation fight. He then 

asked Humphrey to head a task force to review what could be done by 

way of contracts in the rural areas so that we could try and stem the on-rush 

of people from rural America to the city ghettos. He described housing in 

his own area in Texas, and the tendency to locate various operations in the 

big cities instead of in the countryside, and indicated his wish that we 

see what might be done to stem that on-rush. He wasn't demanding about it. 

He said he recognized the problems, that people did go where other people 

were and where the public utilities, water, sewer, etc., were to be found 

but maybe the time had came to reverse it a bit and use some of the housing 

that is being abandoned. This was indeed most encouraging. He asked me 

to see if I might join Nick Katzenbach who was to brief the press on his 
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This visibly stimul.ated the President and made him feel much better. I 

was delighted that it · worked out that way. He was calm, balanced and methodical 

throughout the · Cabinet meeting, but the thought ran through ray mind What a 

difficult time. 
I 

This morning when I rode down to work, a very rainy, humid day, reading 

the New York Times I ree.JJ..y felt for the President. ·Everything seemed ~ be 

going wrong. We've lost a half' ·a dozen planes in North Vietnam, several into 

China. The Chinese are attacking the Charge de Atf'aires and the residedces 
I 

of the British in Peking. Trouble continues in Hong Kong. There were zrports 

fran Kew Haven el H!!!S ms. of more rioting and Negro difficulties last night. 

John McCone just testified that the very stability and future of' the 

United States was gravely threatened by the current racial problem with I 

Negroes. King himself' is talking a much stronger, meaner line and moving 

towards the Black Power concept. The National Student Association resoluted 

in favor of Black Power. Even Whitney Young and the more moderate .Negro 

I
leaders are moving toward a black power, more militant point of view. The 

Congress at the same time is snapping back the other way. General Throck-

morton was treated very rudely and brutally by Adair' s Military Affairs 

Carmittee in the House when he chal1enged the performance of the Detroi{ 

National Guard and defended his orders that they unload their weapons because 
I 

they were indiscriminately shooting up people. In other words, as one looks 

at it, it might seem that the world was about to cane to an end. 

Therefore, Nick's positive statement about our relative position in l 

foreign affairs was a kind of breath of air. The President smiled, seemed 

visably rrelaxed and brightened a bit, although he gave no e~idence of b~ ing . . I 
way down before, and then commented that he had had some pe_ople make some 

historical checks for him in other periods and it was t~e that very seidom 

does a President get along with the Chairman of the Foreign Affa1:rs COPJfittee 



at it all the time and t~t we would do everything that we could and that ·wm; 

'- - it. I was instructed to prepare a memorandum for hin:i:.:reviewing the conversa-

tion and specifically evaluating the recanmendations as made. I had had· sa:E 

hesitation about Staley seeing the President because he had acted so _badly at 

the tme of the withholding action and had made so many attacks on him, but 

I'm glad now that the meeting was held. I think it will do some good. Staley. 

won't be quite as loud in his August meeting and it's good that we have estab-

lished rapport with him once again• . 

August 23, 1967, 2c:>OO p .m. I just returned from a Cabinet Meeting. It 

started slow but ended on an interesting note. The Preiident had discussed 

at some length what we could do to try and contain and have better liaison with 

the Democratic Members of Congress. He pointed out how he gets each morning a 

statement which covers the Congressional Record and sets down who ma.de unfriendly 

camnents in Congress the day before. That statement is then circled and. he bas 

a chance t~ review it, he then goes back ~o that Congressman and tri~s to correct 

the situation if possible. He complained that how could we expect to carry 

forward when our own people in Congress were continually sniping at us. He 

particularly referred to Abe Ribicoff and his enormous demands for a multi-million 

dollar program for the ci~ies. He also referred to Bobby Kennedy. He emphasized 

t~t these people are continually sniping~ yet having be~n . in the Cabinet they 

could come and find out what' s wrong and try and do something about it quietly or . . 

perhaps they should have done something about it when they were Cabinet. officers. 

He made the comment in closing that we need to do everything we can during these 

difficult times. We have to do it. 

N~ck .Katzenb8:ch stepped in and ·said, Mr. President, any where around the world 

any leader of any country who looked around for success would look to the United 

States .in compared to what he is· doing;- ·whether it be military, whether it be 
. .( 

treaties or whatever. it. mig;ht be in terms of recognition and power and leadership, 

the United States would be NQ. l; that that's DeGaulle' s big gripe That there is 

no other nation ·really, except the U.S. 



1 They made no bones about the fact that they were operating stro~ politically. 

They didn't say in as many words but they meant they were selling Thousand 

Dollar President's· Club Mem)erships up and down the Mississippi River States 

and plamled to move into the Lake States. They needed sanething to improve 

the package they said and that should be a 50-cent increase in fluid mlllt pric s. 

It was put so crude~ that I resented it and felt the President did as well. 

Staley. conducted himself I thought in a superior fashion. He told the President 

that he was a Democrat but he was a farm leader first. He related the grievances 

and the problems of agriculture, that everyone was leaving the farm, etc., 

prices and income were down, farmers were bitterly dissatisfied. He said quite 

trankl.y that that dissatisfaction dated fran the President's statement ·~n 

television that the wives should not buy meat or butter. He made it clear that 

the inflation tight had really hurt the Pres.ident' s image with the farmer. 

Be then recamnendei alXlincrease in the loan rate on feed grains and said sane-

how we bad. to get prices up. The President handled the session I thought 

extremely well. He talked a great deal about his own background in farming, 

about his f'ather and about how they bad lived and the ditticult times they 

had had and the lim:lted food and diet and that kind of thing with amusing 

anecdotes and teasing camnents. Ke then said seriously that he knew these 

things were true, he didn't dispute that at all. He wanted to help agriculture 

-.ery much but he didn't know how to do it. He said then that every man that / 

ever sat in the President's chair wanted to do the right thing, the problem was 

how to do it. He didn't discuss the two proposals directly but rather referred 

them to me with his hard head Jones story, saying that I should take the balll 
ni. the process he was very ccmpl.imeutary, said that he had been here in Wash- ] 

ington for 35 years, bad seen many Secretartes of .Agriculture and that I was by 

al.l odds the best one, hard working, intelligent, dedicated to the farmer, working 



Saturday, August· l2, 11:45 ·am. I'm down here t~ assau1ting a 

big stack of papers including all kinds of review .material tor next week's 

trip. I've got two big radio and television interviews, two press 

conferences, two maJor speeches, and then a "shirt sleeve" session in 

utah with the Governor there and farm leaders. 

Then we're going on a conservation tour, including a watershed and 

a primitive area. That ought to be interesting. 

The pace ot activity continues high here. The farmer bargainirlg 

power session . on Thursday proved to be very useful. Nothing specific 

accanp1ished, but a general vote of approval that we move stro~ in 

that direction. 

It's another strong instance of our policy of' cooperation and consulta-

) tion. I :followed it with· a session conducted by Joe Barr from Treasury. 

Fred Deming al.so Treasury and Robinson of the Federal Reserve Board joined in 

outlining the fiscal situation and in seeking support tor the President's 

!ax program. 

Oren Staley was there. Out of it did cane the Presidential invitation 

to see him which was stimul.ated by Mills. Apparently the President's 

:reason tor seeing Staley was mostly Mills' pushing. I ull~asked to attend 

.and did. Dave Parr and Harold Nelson were there. Fh-st Parr and Nelson 

-.ded into the President with about as crude an approach as I have seen.• 



expressed his concern that prices wouJ.d go much higher if ·supply got very 

low. He .8'ierally wandered around the subject ·but made a clear impression 

that he wanted to act. Ackley was uµa.ble to give very much, aJ.though he wasn't 

particularly very brittle. Hughes merely pointed out the budget problem. . 

The President t~ terminated the meeting. He and I and DeVier Piersl n 

walked across the White House Rose Garden to some chairs · that Bob McN~a 

was sitting ·in and sat down and played with his dog and kidde·d and joshed 

about as he does. ~en Pierson ask~d him what to do, he said to go back to 

Mills, to tell Mills we don't have the numbers right, that Freeman doesn't 

k~ow what he's talking about and wetve got to get these numbers o:rdered and 

a.greed. upon. He went on to say that even here. the associated lost oU · 

in their current effort to increase prices, and then if we came in later on 

we wouldn't be hurt, as a matter of fact we would look better to the farmers. 

I didn't have a chance to tell him that ·we wouldn't to associated and to an 
) 

organizational point of' view we needed these people and we ought to do this 

:i.n a fashion whereby they would go out and really cut the mustard political.ly. 

I'm afraid if we fritter around here we will get the worst of both worlds and 

farmers won't really realize what's been done ~or them. The organizations 

will be angry and that consumers will be unhappy and we won't have gained much. 

But that's the wa:y it is. I just talked with Pierson. He had talked with 

Mills. Mills didn't know why the $20 million figure. he had sent to the Presi-· 

dent was not accurate, he thought it was. He didn't blame the Preside·nt. 

If the costs were that high, he wasn't sure he would be for it either· and 

now Pierson is evidently talking to Nelson. I'm not sure where it will al.l. 

come out. The process seems to be one again where the President is trydng 

to get unanimity~ trying to get that broad concurrence and then hopefully 

Gardner will be happy and will reflect that in responding to the attacks thatn,. \:.::..J 
may take place from the consumer point of view because of this action. 

https://tical.ly


I'~ going to follow this one closeiy and see if it works as it is supposed 

to and try and make a judgment as to whether the Bureau and the Council Will 

wind up happy because of the twisting and turning and monkey business tbf¥f 
a clear decision had been made. 

The President teased me sane about India. He did finally announce the 
~ ,, . ' II 

million tons of wheat for India. ·· · He then pointed out that after having made 

the announcement to the press he walked over and looked at the telepype and 
. 

there was an announcement that Mrs. Gandhi had sent a very cordial message 
··~ 

.• . • 
I 

·:\ to BbChi M•tm in Vietnam on his birthday wishing him .well and et cetera• 

He needled me about this no end, 88ain laboring me as one of those do-goOders 

who want to give everything awey- to India. He then asked me how much we 

would have to give away in order to bolster up our wheat prices and I said I 

would like to give · awey- at least another million and a half tons. He twitted 
' . 

(~ ) me with having guessed wrong a year ago on the wheat acreage and I didn't 

dis~ee with hi.3, but he was twitting everyone the same way -- Gardner Ackley 

for not being able to hold u.s. Steel in line, and so it went. Speaking 

very seriously he pointed out that the review of Congress:bnal attitude and 

political evaluations was grim _and almost disastrous. That without exception 

they report very, very low support. He referred ·to the 19 percent approyal 

on the Wallace Poll, but most of his concern about the political situation 

seemed to be on other things and particularly on taxes. He said that Vi tnam 
. . 

was undoubtedly the underlying cause, -but any time you try and increase taxes 

you get in trouble. . He referred to Rhodes in Ohio with a ~8 percent approval 

until he tried a bond issue and got beat 3 to 1. He's conscious as a politician 
\ 

of what happens when you tey and increase taxes. He went on. to sa:y that most 

of the Congressmen he had talked with express.ed their sympathy and indicated 
I 

() that he thought J::ie was right about the tax program but that they weren't about 
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to destroy themselves by supporting it or voting for it. Nonetheless he 

(_' seemed to be in good spirits and .fairly relaxed. · He took the little dog I 
that Luci . apparently bad gotten as a stray at a gas stat'ion, played with him 

... .. . , . . I 
and told the story of how he took the dog in' bed th~s morning and actually 

. • . I 

Sot the dog growling a~ Mrs. ~ohnson until she n:ed to another .bedroan anf 

_didn't return until 9:00 o'clock ·in the morning. In the meantime he was 

playing with the dog ~ showing: complete ~eli-pos~e~sion ao:lg~ '.spirits! 

without great dejection. I sb.nely do admire him for. it. At the m~nt he 

has more plans and things look grimer than can hardly be ezjllained. 

September 5, 1967 -- Today is Tuesday, the day after Labor Day. It 

seems like a Monday. · One of thoo e blue Mondays. Personnel problems, more 

dairy problems, confusion, et al. Mostly I'm concerned about personnel 

problems. Ken Birkhead who has been so important and so good, · just isn't right. 

He burst out in a meeting today declaring that Rural Canmunity Developnent 
( 

Service was impossible; that we are going no where, that it can't be done. 

I bugged him on it, but he was defensive and determined. Later John Bake1r 

said he had even considered going to the Conference Committee and saying that 

that appropriation should be deleted. This isn't like Ken. That's disloyal. 

and much more erratic than he normally has been. I simply must pull him off 

that assignment or he ~ poison the whole thing. Billy Matthews can c~ry 

on. John Baker understands thoroughly. John will check and see w1th Ba.nbara 

Birkhead what can be done and how bad off Ken is. This is a shame. He i!s a 

top man and terribly important to me and this is a great loss. ~qually j om­

plicated is the situation in International Agricu1ture. Eskildsen is now · 

out at National Institute of Health. His leukemia is so-called smoldering 
. . 

in nature. Anything can happen. He may or may not return to work. That means 

no one to bridge the gap between D0rotb;y Jacobson and Le.s Brown. Les . is I 
. 

arrogant and intolerant. · Dorothy 
~ 

is petUlant and defensive. Tod.a\Y' I tried to 



talk to her for I could see that they simply weren't communicating and s e was 
. I 

highly defensive, contending that she had done everything and was ·getting along 
. . 

fine and it was up to Les who had made it clear that he would deal with liler 

on some things and deal with me on others. They simply aren't communicating.
I • 

Ray Ioanes more or less hangs in the wings. The top staff people don't · 

know whic;h way to move and I'm not sure what to do. Bill Abbott will be down 

there working with Les ~rown. I guess the 'best thing I can do for the time 

being is to ride with it and hope that 
' 

something shapes out. I was quite short 

with Dorothy today when she was simply non-cooperative. I just abruptly 

dismissed her. The President has asked f'or a review of countries to whom we 

might ship grain. Henry Wilson who · talked with .me a week ago Monday did got 
. . 

to the President and talk with him about boosting prices by use of our PoL. 

480 authority. The President now sounds interested although he approaches 

in his usual bantering way of What are you going to give away next? He hinted 

today that he might make me the Food for Freedom man overnight. This might 

reflect some. of Henry's suggestions which probably would be highly critiQal 

of' State and AID. If the President would stay with it, why we could do things 

there, but he is off again on again, hot and cold, he resents giving it away 

and particularly to those people who aren't friendly enough. I'm afraid 

he doesn't have the real basic feeling of' econanic developnent. So it ·is a 

kind of' a transitory business. Unfortunately so much is of' that nature 

responding to his petulance and political. forces. We had a conference today 

primarily about dairy. The 50 cents per hundred increase and the increase in 

price support we estimate will cost about $150 million. That makes him shudder 

given the current situation with a tax bill pending and a oig econany drive. 
I

Yet that is a projection with ~ome uncertainty in it. The Associated Dairy 

people contend that although the action in question will cost more, that some 



of our cost projectsion are high and the overall. will not be more than 

we have projected for the fiscal year. Nobody can be sure. The President 

wants to p:Lay with Mills on U and so he left it todey tiu;,t I should caJ.11-
... •"'••.• 

Mills and try to get Jrlills to came and see him, then he would do sane whe ~ ling 

and dealing. In the meantime we should watch to see what happens in the j 

associated countries area where they have the~elves increased the fluid milk 

price 50 cents. Early todey they seemed to think that was holding. Lat~r 

on when the President's position was _more equivocal, they hit the panic button 

~ and were caJ.ling all over the place about it, contending it was sl.ipping 
:~:~ ..: >1 

seriously and organizing an emergency meeting for Chicago tonight. No one 

can be sure. I called Mills. Mills didn't say yes or no, responding to my 

invitation OD the suggestion that he go see the President rather ambival:ently. 

He stated strongly that we couldn't afford to put the President in the position 

of increased cost given the overall tax budget situation. So the matter 

swings. 

A good exapple of Bureaucratic confusion ca.me up today, too. When I got 

to the office early this morning there was a call from Jim Jones, currently 

substituting for Marv Watson. I coul<l:n't get him ·back, but the message -.,a 

"Tell us what more can be done about forest fires." . I talked to Ed Cliff and 

got a brief memo saying it was largely under control. There wasn't much that 

could be done. This didn't satisfy them. They sent it back. I called and 

asked what in the devil did they want. They said they had a memo f'ran J:nterior 
. - - I 

saying lots of things that could be done. My response was that everythi-qg is 
. I 

being done. When I got over there finaJ..4r I discovered what had ~ppene ~ e 

Apparently the President saw something on television about the . fires and . that 

not enough was being done to stop them. As a resul.t he must· have contac1ied 

Interior. Interior had sent in a memo listing all kinds of things which theyC \ 
I 

' 



should know are already being done, recommending that UdalJ. be assigned

f, to provide leadership to coordinate all these various forces. 

September 6, 1967 -- 10:30 pm -- I'm at the desk at home getting ready 
...... 

for another tour. · I start early in the morning in South Carolina. I'm 

gettbg increasingly excit~d about the urban rural ~alance question. We 

had a meeting with the Vice President todti¥ pursuant to the President's 
•' . 

directive that he head up a Task Force on the subject. He is very excited 

and enthusiastic. He describes it as not only a great natioilal problem 

about which we must do sanething, but s·omething new and. fresh with appeal 

readhing many people, including those in big cities who still carry some 

rural pastoral nostalgia. Ken Birkhead was there. I ~oved swi~ly this 

morning to ask him to leave the Rural Community Deve·lopnent Service operation 

and come back with me on a staff capacity. He said he would. I think he's 

a bit confused and shook up, but I must get him out of the~ where he has 
( 

been progressively negative and seek to use his great talents and at the 

same time watch him because I'm afraid he is emotionally upset. 

I'm also planning a press conference in Omaha on the grain situation~ 

It's gotten more and more critical. Friday, Carl Albert, Senator Mike· Monroney 

and Tom Steed were lib. the office. They had been worked over by the Ok.1ahoma. 

Wheat Growers. They asked for some statements and some action showing forward · 

mementum and so we have conjured up a release outlinl;mg what we have done 

repeating the · request ~hat farme~s hold riot sell ~d· calling for passage jof 

the Purcell strategic reserve bill. .. This has been stalled because of' the 

hass1e about resale 1eve1s. I'm going to hint that the Republicans are stalling 
. . I

and then on Saturda¥ in Minnesota I will name names if necessary and we'll 
. I 

try and smoke this one out. It's kind of a delication operation .because /the 

\ tax situation and with increased expenditures craa'tean almost impossible situation. 



MilJ.s is squeezing the President to match .tax increases with budget dairi 

cuts. That's ·al.most impossible. · I'm afraid we've lost the proposed dairy pr~ce 

increase. A couple of weeks ago the Pr~sident was .prepared to move ·it. He 
•,.,.a 

wanted to do it. He had about sweet-tal.ked Charley Schultze ·and Gardn~r ~ckley 

into going along. Th~n he suggested that we get Mills to came and see him, 

sohe could do a little horse-trading. · M~lls didn't. say it to me but he told 

George Mehren after my call that he wasn't abou:t to go over and sit down with 

that man about the dairy thing which' was eeal.ly in the President's interest 
-·~ 

because he knew "there would be some horse-trading involved. Mills tried to 

keep the numbers so con:f'used that no one could say it involved any increased 

expenditure. When that wasn't possible, he was unwilling to get himself 

in the position of advocating it despite all the pressure he's put on over the 

years for dairy increases. The associated dairymen in the meantime have gone 

-l \ ahead and negotiated increases with their ha.ncllers and it appears that those 

increases are going to stick for the time being. I don't know where we go 

from here. The commodity situation is not very good. Prices are down on wheat, 

soybeans and feed grains. The organized farm groups are ·hollering. However, 

the farmers haven't been as vocal as .they might be. . Maybe I' 11 find other-

wise on the trips this week. ·we did receive a check f'rom the SectetService 

that there was danger of some demonstrations around Dawson, Minnesota. We' ~e 

going to travel from South Dakota straight West· to Montevideo and then on into . . . .. I 
Waverly and Minneapolis. DaW-Son is ~n ·old farm~r aJ.lia.nce non-partis.an l eague 

area • . Youngdahl, the former Communist party member woo ran for Congress j 

20 years ago is still active and ~ould very well ·be making trouble. We've 

called Staley and tried to get him to call off the dogs • We' 11 have to Ja.it 
. . . . . . I 

and see how it works out. It would be very embarrassing_ to have sane demon.;. 

\ strations and of course it we have them, they'll get all the ·press. 



Anyway it ·promises to be an interesting week and we've reaJ.ly had a hectic 
. . I 

time trying to get ready for all this. I'm preparing a ·1_ot or material to go 

.. ' .·1 to the Press to make the urban rural balance point. 

On Tuesday we have a meeting of the Humphrey Task Force · on urban rural 

balance. Tb.en I'm going to Minnesota and speak at a political rally anc;I 

see Bill Thatcher on Sunday. I~ni back here then for just a couple of days 

in meetings with the Industrial leaders on getting industry in rural America 
. . 

and then off on Frid&¥ ~ain to Oregon for another tour. These tours take me 

out of the office just enough to pile up the work and the decision making ~o 

it seems almost impossible to keep up but on the other hand they a.re gratifying 

and I think very useful.• . 

I went down today to speak a group of Minnesota DFLers here in Washington. 

Don Fraser' s office had pranoted the meeting to try and get them to join in 

the sustaining fund drive going on in Minnesota.. It seemed strange to be in a 

DFL group and feel almost like a stranger. It made me realize how long I've 

been gone from Minnesota and how limited my ties are there now. It has been 

a long time. There were a lot of young people there. They listened, how 

enthusiasticaJ.ly I'm not sure. · I taJ.ked a little history of the party, the 

sustaining fund, which goes back to my buck a month club in 1952, and then 

spoke very strongly about the Democratic record of' accanplishment and that we 

ought to be out bragging, fighting and. not be intimidated by the Republican 
' I . 

deJD.88oguery. This is sure true. · At the moment -at least, the Democrats are 

almost intimi~ted. It reminds me a kood bit -of the situation .back in 1~8 
when Truman was at his very law point. . The Vietnam war is a tough one and 

there really isn .~t too much we can do about it here. The arguments have·lbeen 

gone over so many times.• · The problem is that the press and television are 
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§6 bad. I don't know why the media al.ways accentuates the negative. We·\. 
, . I 

had a Cabinet meeting some weeks back. It was preceded by the report from 
I 

. I
the election obs~rving team· and they were ~pressed with what. they sa~ and 

- .... ... • ~. t 

angry with the press reporting .of it. One of them said, ._ I don't know whether 

we can keep the Vietnamese ·honest, but maybe we can he+p our own press 

honest. 

It's really been a working week end. Jane and I plamled to go to Ocean City. 
. . . 

Then we were cal.led over to the White House at 6:00 o'clock on Friday to have 

~t a rundown of the trip :w1th Mrs. LBJ. That took 2 1/2 hours. We hurried hane,.:· )~ 
·.-. 

.. . ,• 
quickly paeked and were just getting into the car when the phone rang. It was 

Jim Thornton aJ.erting me that a hurric.ane was moving into Ocean City and they 

were evacuating people. So we unpacked and went out for dinner. I went into 

the office yesterday and have worked last night and a good bit of today, but 

I managed to get all the speeches and .. writing moving along for the next couple 

of weeks as well as get my paper work at least organized. So I feel reasonably 

accanplish~d. 

I completed last week another round . with the Japanese. They were her~ from 

:·. 
Tuesday night through Friday noon. It was .a rather boring session. There · 

~~ were no matters of real. burning concern. The level of the Japanese Cabinet 

this time with the exception of Miki, the Fo~eigh, was not up to what it had 

previously been. 

I jammed in time in the morning and the late afternoon trying to keep things 

rolling in the office, but along with the absenc~ on tour~ it was a rathe ~ 
frantic week trying to keep up. 

We did have a lovely party at State Department. 

September 17, 1967 - 10: 30 pm at the desk at hane. I'm afraid I've been 

neglecting my diary for the last couple of weeks. I've · even forgotten exactly!: ·<:...· 



where to pick up. Since the return from the Middle Fork Trip we've been 

running a hectic foot race. I've had two town and c~ntrY tours now -- I 

Texas and then South carolina and Georgia. The local publicity has been. 

excellent and the rural development theme is, I think, catching hold. 

This coming week the Vice President will hold a meeting of the task force 

the President has asked him to convene. We've sent him a lot of material 

and I hope we will gain forward momentum. .There is an interesting juxta-

position here for great efforts are J>eing made to do sanething about the 

big cities • . We tend to get a bit overlooked on this. 

The dairy thing continues to kick along• . The President two weeks ago 

was ready to go along with the increases • He had me call Mills and ask 

Mills to come and talk with him about it. Miµs refused. He told George 

Mehren he wasn'~ about to get in that office and get involved in horse-

trading with the President. The President is now sweating out expenditure· 

cuts because Mills is demanding that new taxes be matched with expenditure 

cuts, therefore he has regretfully said "no". He also is sitting on eight 

or 10 P.L. 480 wheat arrangments which he asked me to forward to him two 

weeks ago. He has them now. No action. The President is acutely conscious 

of the farm problem. 

Connie's hane. She arrived hale and hearty waving ·a diamond. She seems 

very well adjusted. Had a wonderful trip and everything seems to be a plus • 

The Baldwins were over today, Sunday, for Brunch. Connie came in ·w~en 

she finished her duty at American University~ We had a nice visit with her 

about Africa, Civil Rights, current disturbances around the country. S~e has 

grown to be · a very knowledgeable and responsible young J.aey and seems to be 

in good order. . . . - I 

Reports from Mike at Rutgers are good. He's enjoying being proctor and 

seems to be getting a.long fine. When I hear same of the problems of others 

·. 



with their children, for example, Dean Rusk with his daughter, I am indeed 

thank:t'ul that these two seem to be getting a.long in good shape. 
J -

This weekend Jane and I had planned to go to Ocean City. We haven't been 

at the beach all year, then on Friday we got a call to meet wi t .h Mrs • Johnso.n 
. . . . . I 

about the Crossroads America tour she's planning on which we are to accompa'IJ1' 

her. It's rea.ll.y been ~ectic to try and get this straightened out with 

Liz Carpenter. She is an -exacting dynamo and it' s been quite a battle to . . 

get her to pu:.b any real Rural Ameriqa flavor in the tour. Distances are tough. 

It was necessary to vis~t the Humphreys at waverl.y, Minnesota, and she's rul.ed 

a good big hunk of culture with plays along the way .• 

I told Dorothy that she'd better do some hard checking, that this looked 

to me like pretty sloppy stamp work. I~m .. worrled about international aariculture. 

With Eskildsen sick and undoubtedl.y not very ef'f'icient when be returns and the 

feud between Les Brown and Dorothy rea.ll.y presents me with problems. 

I hope my tour will be another successful one. It 1ooks pretty g~ on 

paper. Of'f and at it early in the morning. 

Another comment on the Cabinet meeting. The President went around the 

Cabinet table because we bad a few moments before the allotted time ran out 

and asked each Cabinet officer to make a few comnents. I concentrated mine 

on my current series of tours, pointing out that we were trying to reach 

smaJ.l town USA. I related that tomorrow night I wou1d meet with Agri...:bu.siness 
. I 

leaders and try and tie our programs into the development of their camnunitie~ 

and then move sharply into politics pointing out that without a Democratic 
j

Administration and President these programs would not move ·very f~. Tfe 

-... President interrupbed me at that point· and said that we had forfeited our 

popularity in agriculture' "that in 1964 'it bad been at an all time high and 



he had carried farm states such as Iowa and South Dakota and Nebr~~' almost 

never carried by Democrats. This, he said, was lost in the f'i~t . in 1966 against . 

inflation. We ~ to do this but in the process, he said, we engendered s~spicion 

and hostility so that for the farmer the President is Pu~lic Enemy No. 1 and the 

Secretary of' Agriculture is No. a. No one said anything but the pc)int was clearly 

made. It may ~ll have related to the .hassle going on now a~out the dairy price 

support increase. I, of' course, ·was delighted to hear him say· this. I've been 

try~ to get this point. across so that the current low state of' popula:City 
' . 

would not reflect on our programs,. nor indeed on the Secretary of Agriculture. 
. . . 

It would seem that the point has been made, and it is I think a f'air one, and 

there would appear to be no resentment or hostility on his part, .but .quite the 

contrary. I was delighted. 

This caning week promises to be a hectic one. I'm off early tanorrow morn­

ing for Omaha to speak to the National Association of County Agents and try to 

drive home to them their responsibility in conmunity development. Extension 

is tough to work with. They figure they are an independent agency, but I think 

they are caning aroun~ and community development should be their forte. 

September 18, 1967, at home at my desk 11:30 p.m. I had a rather inter-

esting day today. I flew out of' here this morning, reaching Qnaba about noon. 

I spoke to the National Association of County Agents and had I think a pretty 

good reception. I challenged and tr.ied to inspire them to reall.y get aboard 

on Conmunity Developnent and painted· the picture of' urban rural balance I think 
I 

in pretty good focus. Axryway there seemed to be a warm response. Had an 

interesting luncheon visit with the Chancellor of the University of Neb~ask;a 

Hardin. I asked him if he thought the young people of today were more of'
I 

a 

problem than 15 years ago when he first became Chancellor. llis response was 

an unequivocal "no". He stated they were smarter, better prepared, more 

active, and more activists. That we hadn't quite learned how to channel that 



• • : f !'' 1 • ~ • 

..:... --_.,. 

activfsm, but on balance they certainly were not any more of a problem;

0 as a matter of. fact there was less boozing and wild running around than 

there usdd to be • 

I no more than reached Oma.ha than I had a call from DeVier Pierson 

in the White House. He informed me that the President had authorized 

negotiations to begin with the countries I listed about 2 weeks ago for 

P.L. 480 w1th the thought that we ought to announce such agreements in 

timely fashion to strengthen wheat prices. So after some hasty checking 

back in Washington I announced at a press conference promptly when the 

markets had closed that the President had authorized negotiations with a 

number of countries for amounts of wheat·, feed grains, and oil that would 

run into hundreds of thousands of tons. I'm sure this will result in SOlJle 

speculation and have sane market effect. How much is hard to tell. The 

traders b8.ve propably disco~nted most of these countries already knowing 
( .) 

that they are on the list but the amount involved is close to a million 

tons, and ought to help a good deal. 

I got back about 9: 00 o' clock and have been hard at it e1ery since 

running through the day's mail, reviewing material to use on the Lady B11 
Tour and doing some dictating, trying to 1a~ch sane ~deas that came t o I 
mind today. It's about time now to make a::lb,l"eak for the sack -- tomorrow is 

a busy day. I felt pretty peppy today. I really don't know why. I was very 

low last week but for some reason sharpened up owr the week end. I saw 

Phil Duff, the editor ·of the Red Wing Republican, who 20 years ago for a 

while worked with me in the DFL State office. ~ was then 
. 

p;ta¥ing at 
. 

being 

a young Democrat, but he came from a wealtey Republican family, and I gue~s 

ended up being a~· He never could make up his mind. I was pleased 

though when he said that I gave the distinct impression in the Press Conference 



and subsequently of being canpletely on top of my job, of enjoying it, and 
. ( 

that -I didn't. even look tired. I .hope I can convey that impression often · 

and more effectively. 

October 2, 1967 -- 6:20 am -- Portland, Oregon. It's early i~ th~ morning 

·bere in the home of Bob Dwyer. I've just canpleted another RuraJ. Development 

Tour. This time in Washington and Oregon. I awakened a bit early for the 
. . 

three hour time difference gets the sleeping Department a bit mixed up. How-

ever, I was to bed in good time last night by ll: 30 for I was completely 

exhausted and although I am not quite a~e yet I think I'm going to feel 

much refreshed today. 

Before I get into this tour, a comment is in order on the overall 

Rural. Development build the countryside thesis. I really think it is beginning 

to catch hold and the more I check it out the more good sense it makes. Having 

made about . five of these ·tours now and having seen so many things all over the 
I 

country I am first and foremost enthusiastetr about the American people. 

There is so very much going .on. So much outstanding local. coimD.unity leader-

ship. So many people that want to do things and the right things and they 
. . 

are beginning to use our prc:>grams and tools that I can't but be enthusiastic• 
. I 

We have a basically well educated, well trained, well motivated people in this 

country. I am fhoroughly convinced of it -- at least in the countryside and 

it's sure a source of reassurance given the garbage we read in the newspapers, 

and of course the problems that pour into us in Washington, to get out an<ll. see 

what takes place' how beautiful. this land is' .how determined the people are 

and how many good things they' re doing. At the smne tbe the need tor a bit 
. . . . I 

of motivation, a bit of assistance, a bit of resources is very atrong indeed 
. . . . . I 

~nd so our programs are important and becoming more so and we've got to fight 

for them and improv:e them and to do the job. better. The Technical. Action Panels 

L. 



are really beginning to take hold. I think my presence on these trips and 

m.y ~mphasis on them is very meaningf'ul.. 

... In this overaJ.l connection, several ~hings are interesting. Last week 

before I left Washington ·two important events took plac e. First we had the 

Cabinet COOnnittee Meeting - - the one chaired by Humphrey. Everyone was there 

Weaver, Boyd, Gardner, Trowbridge, Myself and Humphrey. In the course of 

matters Shriver and Udall came ·in. This confused matters a· bit. I guess they 
. . 

came because they were a part of the City Task Force· which I didn't serve 
~ =,.(;.,/ . 
" ; . :! on. That was a little clumsy because they1 d, particularly Shriver, 

. . 
not to know about the Symposium. An:yway the whole period was spent discussing 

the Decembe·r Symposium. · A question ·of definition, .what we were trying to do 

came up again and again. Weaver was defensive as if this was an invasion of 

the Cities. He didn't like the word ''balance" in the rural urban balance 

~ 
combination one bit. Boyd and Trowbridge weren't sure and t.MY>they were. They 

weren't negative but neither were they positive. They really didn't · seem to 

get exactly what I was driving at. Gar4Uer was the source of strength. Again 

and again he made the pointhtbat the forces that occasioned our movi~ ,nto 

big cities were no longer in existence and that we could and should direct our-

selves to reversing this trend and building a different kind of America. 

Humphrey was great, too, and seemed to U??-derstand it. Actually we talked for 

better than an hour and a half and it was aJ.l mush. It did end, however, in 

a goahead on the Symposium o~ because it had already been announced clearly 

and they had all been committed which I had done at' the time of the Boston 

speech on a personal basis. You sur~ couldn't get an. agreement on the syinposium 

out of those fellows today. It's lucky I d~d it the wa:y I .did. Also, although 

it wasn't crystal ci.ear there was enough for me to go ahead now to organizing 

the Symposium so I went ba.c~ and got hold of Paul nvisak.er. He agreed to talk 
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)::;:r. . 
to~ Conant and hopefully we can have lunch with·him this week, Friday,( 
that is Gardner and myself with nvisaker w~o thought that Conant would lthen 

I 

get the sp.irit of this and be prepared to make the kind of presentation 1that 

we need. If' he won't do it, I think it comes down to Gardner doing . it himself 

or maybe nvisaker and then we can get on to the rest of the names. 

Ken Birkhead will be working over the kind of program we want, based on 

the discussions that were held last week. However, it was rough going and 

I really felt kind of discouraged. I'm tired and was more so last week. For 

a while there I just wondered if it were possible.. It's so hard for me to 

understand how people have difficulty getting this concept which seems to me 

so very s impl§!· indeed. 

The next day which was then Thursday, we had scheduled a conference with 

Industrial leaders about locating in the countryside. I was tired and very 

..\ ' unhappy when I went over there early in the morning to open the session. I 

had a prepared statement, but this was +ound the table kind of thing and 

I didn't like to . read it. The result was I kind of garbled it and did a rather 

lousy job. Then Wirtz and ~owbridge came· over and they did worse. Wirtz got 

off the subject altogether and got to taJ.king about the problems · of the slums 

and educating people and getting them jobs and it was a kind of lot of mush 

and Bill Wirtz at his worse. A lot of emotion, philosophising, negativism 

and pretty fiat. ·Trowbridge did poorly too, and the fellow fran Small Business, 

Rosenberg I think, was awful. He read in a dull monoton~ a lot of numbers about 

the number of SmaJ.1 Business loans. All in all I' was di·scouraged, down, and 

tired when I had ·to . leave myself at 10:30 to go to Clarence Eskildsen' s funeral 

which was very, very sad indeed. 

I returned to the office for a hurried lunch and got a rep0rt fran .John 
\ 

Baker that was wildly ent~iastic about the response and interest and eagerness 



of the Industrial Leaders when the discussion started. I returned to the 
( 

meeting myself about 2:00 o'clock and they went on until 5:;w and I could 

hardly shut them off. It was great. In the first place it was clear that 

they completely agreed with the concept of locating in the countryside; 

as Donald Douglas of Douglas Aircraft put it, you can't afford to build in 

the city with land costing $100;000 an acre and a 2 percent turnover of 

personnel. Gerald Phillippe of General. Electric ~eed. There was no argu­

ment about that. I found the man Frank Threatt of the Congaree Iron and 

Steel in Columbia, South Carolina, the man with 375 negroes out of 400. em­

ployees was simply great. He had them sitting on the edge of their chairs 

when he got into discussion with Don Douglas about training men and pointed 

out that you started with Negroes in South Carolina by teaching them how to 

fiush the toilet. It went aJ..l around the room and the question was how and 

\ the interesting thing was that their main concern was not should they -locate 

in the countryside but was ·the countryside ready for them. They poi.nted out 

they wanted to pay higher wages, they needed community facilities, the problem 

was the community and what it was prepared to do and how it would accept them • 

There was even a love feast between Andy Biemiller and Frank Fernbach from 

the steel Workers for there was no question of wages . or exploiting cheap 

labor or union busting at this meeting at all. It concluded with a tDlm on 

the Honey Fitz on the Potana.c which everYbod.y thoroughly enjoyed and man after 
I 

man came to me telling me how wonderful the co~erence was, how important what 

I was doing in this area was, and that they would be writing me lat~r a~out 

it. That was sure a plus. 

Friday early I was off on this tour after spending a ~esperate Thw:sday 

trying to get things caught up and lined up and the paper mov~ng off my desk. 
\ .. 

My big concern now is personnel. Eskie is gone and I must do something about 



. r 

a Deputy Assistant Secretary in International Agricu1ture. The unpleasantness 

between Dorothy and Les surely continues. We don't have a Sales ~nager there 

either. I directed Dorothy, Joe Robertson, Tom and John Schnittker to really 

dig into that one and I hope they have something for Die when I return to the 

office tomorrow morning. 

With the Si Smith problem and his soon leaving, I must get a C&MS Adminis­

trator, too. It would ·appear Rod is doing rather well on that one. 

Ken Birkhead worries me terribj:y. He's been on a negative personally 

depressed jag for a long time now and I am afraid his effectiveness has become 

almost zero. He keeps talking about how he is no good, how· he can't do any­

thing, .that he is looking for another job, and I've been more than pa~ient 

with him. I pulled him off of our Rc&D Saner tiide ago and have him as a special 

staff man on our Symposium now, but still he cries and runs around with a 

long face and seems very, very worried and keeps · running himself down. I'm 

just about out of patience. '1t' s a s-hame, because Ken was great. I wish we 

could get him back in shape sanehow and I must try. 

The big problem I have been facing the last three · weeks is cotton and 

more specifically, the ski:p-row. We've got to have more cotton. We need 

quality cotton, but we mustn't add too much cotton. The same old story. 

We've held here a series regarding hearings and everyone wants the currnet 

program including a return to the 1965 skip-row rules. That's 1.mposs ible 

for . it would mean too much cotton and too much eost. The program will cost 

almost $1 billion anyway. Far too much -- arid I shudder to think of the 

reaction of the President and the Council and the Bureau on that one. Horace 

Godfrey tells me that skip-row is not that politically important, many impor­

tant sources no longer really support it, and we shou1d go on without it. 

John Schnittker agrees. I'm afraid they are not very politically realistic. 

Every single one of the sessions resulted in a strong demand for skip-row 



by the farmers, and I can't but believe that it is politicaJ.ly important;· and 

needing more cotton it seems to me we should get it.through skip-row in partj 

and juggle our mandatory and voluntary diversions accordingly. What I ~hink 

I'll do is return and have called in~he key cotton leaders and spokesmen and 

discuss with them skip-row again and make it clear that if we act favorably 

this year that doesn't mean it is permanent for next and they should so under-

stand and then go ahead with it prOVided I can get clearance from the Bureau 

and the Council and the President. .That should have gone before them over the 

-weekend while I was gone. Hopefully it will have moved along far enough : ~ so I 

can call this meeting, make these decisions and get it done. We also had. the 

Feed Grain Advisory Cammittee in la~t week and that went rather well. They 
. . 

turned out quite reasonable, recamnended a return to the '66 program. We 

~d a lunch in which Poage, Belcher, Ellender and Young showed up and Eµ.ender 

made a very good presentation to them which was firm but not unpleasant about 

the cost of the program and did a lot of good. I think that one worked out 

all right, and I felt fairly good about it until I called Tony Dechant of the 

Farmers · Union getting him out of an Executive Board Meeting. This was John 

Baker's idea because he had heard we were being strongly criticized and thought 

it would build up Tony's hand. He opened his conversation by criticizing me 

because of a story in the newspaper to the effect that I had said farm income 

was up -- this was at a f'u.nd raising event held by the Democratic National 

Committee. I explained to him the location and purpose and we went on frrom there 

with a rather unp~easant discussion with his canplaining aga"'.1 about farm incane, 

prices, how tough it was in the countryside and all the rest. It ended I think 

on a fair note. I urged him to go back to the Board and tell them I ,had called 

to ask their advice on the feed grain program and that I also wanted their . . 

( 
further counsel on cotton and a strong drive by them to get the Purcell bilJ. 

' I passed. That was discouraging but again dramatized the problem of farm income 
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( and the commodities. It goes back to the Lady Bird Tour and my e~counter 
1 

with Joe Johnson, the young farmer in Wisconsin. He's the one that had ,bor­

1,1 •• 
rowed repeatedly from FHA, had since 1960 increased his net worth $20, 000 

and his incane about $4,000 and was moving forward but yet complaining - -

not bitterly, but strongly amout milk prices and identified himself' as ah 

NFO milk dumper. The press · loved it. They called me into the act, and I 

could do nothing but agree. They then asked him if he wanted to leave farm-

ing and he said oh by no means, he hoped to buy another farm and increase his 

.. >·~ size and efficiency. How typical. I've run into that kind of on this tour 

too. It is really hard to know what the situation is• Adjustments mean 

great hardship -- there's no doubt about that. However, farmers do end up, 

provided they own their land, with a real strong equity. out here in Western 

Oregon it runs to hundreds of thousands of dollars for relatively small cattle 

~· spreads because of the high price of land and the fact it is ·constantly bid 

up. Joe Johnson in Wisconsin has a net worth, as Jim Thornton put it d,ouble 

his, and they are the same age yet Jim has a definitely better education and 

of course on the surface would appear to earn a great deal more money which 

he does. Jim's in the $20,000 class. He lives better, but certainly works 

equally hard. Farmers continue_to can.plain bitterly; cost-price squeeze, 

low incane, and of course with the low grain prices this year they have a lot 

to scream about. Yet, I think our numbers are probably right. Most farmers a.re · 

still not ready to il.se credit as they should and continue with a considerabl~ 
. . 

reflection on them instead of like business, sanething they use if they can make 

money on it. Most farmers ignore entirely the increase in their net worth. 

because of land vaJ.ues. The larger ones, $10,000 a year, if they are reasonable 

operators I think are doing reasonably well; but my how ·bitterly they complaine 

( · It's clear that's not get~ any better and it presents a grave political problem 



both in maintaining my own position and ·of course looking to next' fall. 

~ But there it is. I tread a very narrow line between trying to do the right 

thing recognizing ~heir relative position and yet feeling deep sympathy for 
t t ~I • I 

those that are cut up in th~ . transition period and are really hurting and 

bleeding and at the same time educating them and the public as to what the 

real conditions are, sorting out the difference between farm commodity programs .· . . 

and poverty programs for those what are too small and inferior and trying to 

do sanething about that and at the same time carrying forward the "drive to 

build the rural countryside and contribute to the solution of the big cities. 

It's not an easy trail to waJ.k and I'm not sure I do it too well, although I . . . 

seem to be alive politically and I must .sa:y I think the Rural Development thing 

is beginning to roll and be _helpful politically. It' s be.en kind of murlerous 

ta.king all these tours and keeping up work in Washington, but with the Northeast 

one later this month we will have comp1eted the .cycle and hopefully it has:paid 

off politically although I am concerned that we haven't gotten anything very 

tangible to sink our teeth in, in connection with direct political follow-up. 

But I guess it is not quite. time to do that nor is the climate right for this · 

is a grim and unpopular time ·for the President too. The Vietnam war grows 

worse and worse. Nonetheless I have a feeling that his really great abilities 

and determination and courage and toughness is beginning to come through, 

and when people compare him with the Republican potentials that arer ki~king 

around he comes off pretty well. I sensed that yesterday in this long session 

with the lumbermen up in the woods when at the conclusion of the meeting · 

Mort Doyl.e their Executive Secretary asked me what about pol.itics, and I took 

advantage and said very sharply and strongl.y that I thought the Democrats 
. I 

and Johnson would win strongly simply because he was ·a strong, tough, determined, 

abl.e man who o-ou1d run anyone of their ·bus·inesses and. do it better than they( \ 

could and watch a peney more carefully than they do and that there was no 



Republican that cou1d reaJ.ly stack up to him, that at this key time in our 

\ ) history we needed that kind of leadership and I believed the American pe~ple 
t 

would recognize it and that they would act accordingly, vote accordingly, 

and the resu1t would be another Democratic Administration. I was surprised 

that most of them there did not seem to resent it .and it might have done a 

.little good. This had followed a 2-hour session in which we had reviewed the 

problem of' the lumbering industry in great detail with considerable emphasis 

on the Japanese log export problem, ..the ·seriousness of which I had not reaJ.ly 

understood until my trip here but more about that in a manent. It's now 10 

minutes till 7:00 and I better get dressed and packed and ready to leave here • . 

I hope I can complete at least this tape before I get on the plane. 

I will relate on another tape the details of mY tour here in Washington 

and 9rego~. The one thing I did learn and it demonstrates again how important 

it is to get out in the field is how criticaJ.ly important the Japanese e~rt 

log problem is. I've been a bit ambivalent. about it before, but it seems 

very clear to me now that the 10 to 15 percent Jap log export, that demand 

working on a short supply situation where almost a thousand small loggers are 

fighting for enough material to stay alive in the natiollal forests bids up the 

price arbitrarily. This is especiaJ.ly so when the Japanese have unlimited 

resources bidding for logs that they will then sell for finished products in 

a sharply inflated market; they can afford to bid high because they are going 

through rapid price- rise and they get it back in the end product. Our people 

here don't have that opportunity and hence it is most unfair competition. 

advised them here quite frankly th.at they better get their Congressmen to get 

a bill in Congress like the dairy and meat people do on imports with .a 

of' its passage so if' we can convince State and the White House of' the merits ··. 
.·, of their case it will be possible to act inte:r;-nationally. 

I 

https://especiaJ.ly
https://criticaJ.ly


I 

I 

1 
•• f ,,1 

Tille ·folder ia an excellent example vit!r epeclUc program 
example• of tbe real budget proceaa and 4ecie1on m.ald.na -

1. Prealdent and Coner••• Undated cut tn ft.cal 1968 
budget directed in lid.d-year. · 

2. Application of PPB prlorlt7 *fait• (Coqre11tonal 
lnvolY8118nt makes cut• reaardl••• of po11tlcal pressure 
euier ~ha ill l965 - ·~ -fat at least 2/25/68) 

··:· 1968 cut• carried over lnto ·l969 budget declaion --

A. Appeal• to Bureau of the Budget 

·s. Appeal• to President. 

c. · Memo• to White Bouse. i.e. Califano,· ·ao our 
prtoritlea would be adequately cOD8idered ia the 
leglalatlve program. (taak forces, ·message prepara­
tion and necessarily various tldjuatment• in adllln­I - iatrat1ve relationa and prerogati•ea between 
Department -- rural U'dluln balance, nall farm, 

·bargaining paver battles .took place here.) 
.f 

Actually the whole system ia remarkably orderly and well paced 
although infinitely complex and frustrating and involved as 
lt takes place. 

Orrille L. Freeman 
2/25/68 

I~ -
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February 29, 1968 -- 7·:40 pn at the office. I'm waiting here for J~e • 

to cane. I just finished changing clothes into the Tux for a White Hmi,se 
. I 

dinner tor t?e Governors. It's a rainy miserable night. I slipped over at 

6:00 o'clock to play squash, .this time with Jim Reynolds, and was delighted that 

I was able to do so despite the knee I twisted skiing in Vermont last week. 

It'&·· my first game in almost 10 da\Y's, but I felt good, played hard, and then .· .~ 

delighted to be back at it. I was also delighted that when I weighed in I was 

exactly 178 1/2 -- thatis about 10 pounds less than a couple of months back. 

:~ I carved oft 10 pounds during January and early February and now it seems to have 
\ .. ~ -. 

'I 

stablized. I haven't been working at it ve~ much the last two weeks and yet 

I haven't gone up. If I can hold it here, I'll be in pretty good shape. 

This has been an interesting day and a busy o:rie. We opened this morning 

at the White House where all the Governors assempled. The· President came in 

and opened the meeting. He did. a . very effective job. The Governors asked
l . 

particularly about law enforcement and crime and violence. Instead of demagoging 

this subject.. which ·he could have done, he went on to talk about hea.lth and •jobs 

and Civil Rights and a.1.1 the things that the people want~ making the point. that 

that's the wa:y to prevent violence, to give people hope. He didn't spend too 

much time on Vietnam, but made a very simple, very direct, al.most emotional 
-

appeal saying he was . .doing everything he cou1d for peace but _.. Ho ·chi .Minh didn't 

want peace. That he had responded with the TET offensive to great efforts 

on our pa.rt. He recounted the re.cord to them, teased them about their 1owll 

pro~lems, cited Eisenhower that partisanship stops at the water's edge. It was 

really a very e:rfective, direct, sincere presentation. He might have over done 

it just a little bit in terms of· r:ecountbg the record of the Admini,stratio:n. 

That's hard _to tell, but it was a thoroughly professional performance. 

March 1 1 1968 -- 6:30 am. I'm sitting in the parlor here at hane. · I just 

crept downstairs. We got ill late from a party at the White House for th 



Governors that was really a lot of fun. It started snowing and it's .a mighty
I . r 

white world out here. The wind is blowing sharply and this house which is not 
..! f 

too well constructed is leaking cold air aJ.l over. I'm kind of bleary eyed 
I. .~ . . . . ·~ 

with a short night's sleep. They've been short for quite a while now. . I must 

get busy on two speeches I've got for next Monday and Tuesd~ so they can get 

reproduced. I'm having trouble ~etting exactly what I want, particularly for 
. 

the Minnesota Farmers Union Exchange next Monday night ~n St•. Paul. I wa.S 
. . 

s~ng .that yesterday was a· very interesting day. Fran the Governors Co.nference 

~~~ opening-I went back to the of'tice to work on a host of internal. things, includ-
.. 

ing sane speeches am then at .noon .went over to have lunch with representat·ives 

from Canada, Argentina and Austral.ia. They came in to review the lnternatio-nal. 

wheat agreements. We' re worried about that. The tr8.de here is violently 
-

opposing it and we must -get Senate confirmation. Then, ·too, wheat pr·ices are 

so~ around the world and a number of these c~ntries have been doing forward 
( 

selling below the minimum which .takes ~ffect next July. We're being critieized 

for not doing likewise. The question is -- what can we do to work the price 

up and hold it given the supplies of wheat in the world tod~, it looks very 

difficult. Anyriy I went over tor ~unch. We socialized a bit, had a brief 
.. ... .. 

summary and then I returned to the office for another· series. . . 

It was-· kind of sad last night, Bob McNamara being gone. I played 

squash with Jim Reynolds who is a delightful guy, but it isn't quite the same 
. . ' - " 

as :e<>b McNamara. I'm delighted tJ:iat he got such a warm sendott from evecyone 

he's certainly-ea.med.it. I . woke up· this morning thinking about him. It. ... . . . . 

must feel good to be gone on a month's vacation. 

March 1, 1968 -- 1:35 pn... I · just returned to the of.f'ice fran lunch'. at 
. -. - I 

Interior with Udall~ We're on speaking terms but not too close, although'. it's 

warming up a bit. He · was miserable about Mineral. King. Then he came and begged
( . 
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for help in som~ land exchanges in Arizona to help him on his water problems. 
. . 

I told John Baker to go ahead and we maneuvered some land around with Interior 
. j . 

and Forest Service holdicgs and he got about what he wants and now Congressm an 

Saylor is raising Ned. Anyway this occasion was a luncheon to review some foods 

that had .. f'ish protein concentrate in it~ · It was ~nterest1ng and the foods were 

really very good. A Mexican menu and an American menu, including tomat·o soup, 
,· 

beef _stragnoff, apple crisp and sponge cake. The real pranoter of this was a 

company called Ihternational. Flavors and Fragrance with a very aggressive 

·~ ' President bf the name of Henry Walter.. I had Aaron Altschul aJ.ong with me and 
.··: . 

when Walter got to be making som~ pretty extreme· statements, Aaron che·cked him. 

The l~ng and short of it is that fish c~ncentrate, fish powder is cJsrning into 
-

its own now af'ter a long and difficult struggle with the Federal Food and Drug 

Canmission that labeled it as adulterated for a long time. They are struggling 

to get subsidies to try and bring down their cost of production. They are 

working it into l:arious foods, tailoring them to the eating hab.i ts of the people 

in question much the same as our program of.getting American companies to develop 

special foods for special places. I'm kind of glad I went because it bring·s 
. . . 

this whole question into a little balance. It's fundamentally a question of 

economics -- what kind of food w1th adequate protein make-up can be prepared at 

various places consistent with what people will eat and at the lowest cost. 

It is just that simple and there rea.lly ought not be too much canpetition about 

it although currently there is.· Withess ·Julia .Hansen, who~e on the Interior 
. - .._.... " .. 

C~ttee, a Democrat and a very crusty old gal. really .took out after me because 

Neal. Smith keeps spiking ~hing to do with fish conce~rate. ADl.Vhow, ~ got 

a better perspective at the lunch. I also felt rather good at Aaron's p~ici-
. l 

pation and got a bit of personal satisfaction out of . ~he fac~ that I-pulled 

him out of the 1aboratory three years ago down in New Orle~; brought him up
(. ,.,;, 



here to work on nutrition and proteins and he's ·now sending me a report
I 

. . 
which details how muc~ has been accanplished. Aaron Berg was here from 

In<µa .the ~ther da:y and spoke to staff'. Again. he detailed how much had been 

accanplished. It surely isn't. <>rv:ille Freeman t~t' s done ·it, but I 

suspect it would ~ve gone much slower if' I liadn!t brought . Aaron in and· 

that makes me feel like it's been worthwhile • 
.. 

Had a press conference this morning to announce the Tokyo Trade Promotion 

trip. It was. carefully prepared ~th st~ong 'emphasis on the ladies side of' 
. . . . 

it, pointi~ out what they would do in reaching the Japanese housewife arid 

consumer directly. This·: .to try and counteract the attacks on us .already on 
. . 

. a number of' radio and television programs around the country, the front page 

editorial and cartoon in the Chicago Tribune, and of' course Senator John 

·Willimns. It seemed to go well. La.st night at the White House we talked to 

a number of' the Governors that are going and.they were all excited, particu­

larly .their wives. Actually we wouldn't get many Governors without their . . 

wives. It's interesting.how ideas and things develop in the nature of the' 

political process and perhaps can.petition. In. this instance I wanted to have 

the wives along simply because there was no reason they shouldn't come abd 

it would be nice f'or them and f'or their husbands. I recognized that many of 

the Governors might not come otherwise and this would help get them aboard. 

Then the criticism came and then we began to think how ~ could an.swe;r it and 

then it · developed very naturally that the best way wou;Ld be to involve the 

.wives deeply w:1th a program of their own, using their special skills ich is 
f 

to reach the Japanese houseWives. So now, J&.;Ile this afternoon is meeting 
I 

with the Governors' wives who .are going to review with them precisely what 
. . I 

they can do and our own planning people are prepaj,.ed to shlj.edule them care-

fully and to us.e them etf'ectively which they hadn't even thought about before. 

https://prepaj,.ed


Also this morning I participated in the swearing-in ceremony for 

Clark Clifford. The President looked good and did a fine lmmorous jol:) 

in presenting him -- later in the receiving line he commented about a letter 

I sent him camnending him on yesterday' s performance to the Governors. 

I thought Clark Cli:rtord did very well in his remarks. .He didn't have a 

piece of paper. You couldn't te~ :whether he had memorized what he said, 

aJ.though I suspect he bad and then had adjusted it. He gies a very good 

appearance of balance, of detachment, a kind of judicial presence as it 

were, and he very carefuJJ.y touched bases all the way up and down the line 

w1th everyone there with the ironic and humorous comment about the coopera­

tion of the Camnittees which he hoped for as long as it lasts, and sa1ething 

similar where the press is concerned. Itll be 1Iiterested in seeing hC)Y he 

does. Frankly, ~ haven't been too much impressed by him since Presi~nt 

Kennedy sent me to see him during the transition period back in 1960• Tom 

~ I went into his very imposing of'f'ice, simple but expensively luxurious 

' with an air of somberness and super-cul.ture, and low pressure. He didn't 

seem to know what he was doing or have many thoughts or interests, even in 

the technicaJ. facets of the change-over. But he might have been invoived in 

other things and inditferent about agriculture. He's al~ been most cordial 

and friendly and he must have same chips if Truman, and Kennedy, and now 

Johnson used him as heavily as they have and if he was able to build a law 

practice here which is most consulting with people, and I gather very seldom 

in court at aJJ. ~ch makes him a pretty high .priced influence peddler but 

in a fashion that has never gotten him any .criticism a~ al1; quite the contrary 

the Presiden t spoke about the Government as his client now, acknowledging 
I 

that he had ma.ny clients and was an influentiaJ. lawyer. ·so it will b~ inter-

esting to cane to know him better and to S'ee how he does at this very tough 
,I 

job. Again. the accolades· were running strong to Bob McNamara which I'm 



delighted to see. He' s gone now. I awakened ·this morning thinking about 

him. Clark qlifford made commendatory . remarks about . him and the press has been 

full of them. It's ~ an ironic and interesting, and in a way ·· delightfuJ., 

series of ·events that the elevator should stop between floors in the Pentagon
•\.·~ .. ' •• "I . . 

with the .President aboard, ~he loud speak.er go dead and the weather come down 

so the Jet .fly-over was prevented. All of which focused some more attention 

on the great event of Bob McNamara bowing out. Anyway he now will have a month 

of richly deserved time away. I'll ·bet you in 10 days he'll be chaffin at the 

bit for action. 
I 

Just bad two interesting meetings that I wan~ to flag here. We bad 

a meeting on administrative relationships which involve revising the aero 
of staff' and line relationships throughout the Department, combining t~t with 

a Secretary's memo on the Task Forces. . There were very minor changes •de and 
·-

seemingly an understanding of what we have tried to do here to clear up staff', 

line and operation responsibility, but at the same time to accomplish overaJ.l 

planning coordination to leap .over agency lines and fix~ targets on our 

goals, to wit, t~e Six Task Forces. I think now that we are administratively 

so arranged so people will know where they are and what they're doing for the 

year ahead if I'm gone a good bit. I suggested to some of the . staff people that 

•\•:• this whole experience and -the way th~s thing has grqwn like Topsyfrom the in1tial 

desire on my part to improve our public relations and information, hence the 

Task Forces , then ~he AgricUlture/2000 speeches and the· pamphlet, then recognizing 

the Task Forces could and should do more by way of coordination and long range 

planning, and fina.l.ly the current package· today where hcbpetully we·· can coordinate, 
. .. 

we can plan, we can commmfoate, within the Department, we can then have good 
• . I 

public relations and information all without getting in cross purposes /operation-

ally. So often these things do grow like Topsy on a trial and error basis and 

,,, I'm rather pleased ~th _ th;s one. We'll have to see how it works out.· 
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The other meeti~ I'm not so 'p1eased wit~. Dorothy Jacobson came in 
\ 

\, 

to talk with me aJ?out her going to Rome for three weeks again for a meeting 

on the World Food Program and also the FAO organizational committee. I told her 

we ~t to take a real bard line ab~ut FAO now. I'm angry with Boerma· and 

his refusal to consider. an American as the head of. the World Food Program when 

we put in most of the grain. Every evidence that he's just pl~ing 

and paying campaign debts and no reason to believe he has the strength r 

firmness to run FAO which is tough 'to d~ with a multi-national. group On. a 

on~-vote one-country basis. Therefore, I'm of a mind to discontinue ac l ve 

participation, to downgrade it to about third ranking representation and to . 

move· our resources and our attention i~to other things, .such as ilhe Wiforld · 
. . 

· Bank. With Bob McNamara there we will have strong· leadership and in any . 

event that organization can move in a way ~AO can't. 

Saturday - March 2, 1968 -- 11:15 at home. I'm sitting here in the 

kitchen looking out aier the back yard. We so ,enjoy this little breakf&st 
. . 

nook that Janems fixed up with flowers on the wind~wsills and red and white 

candy cane stripped curtains and a few bri~t pictures on the wal.ls. We can 

look ·out over the backyard and down into. Rock Creek Park. It's a 'brown, white 

and green picture today. Friday night it snowed. When we 1came fran the White 
. . 

· House at 12:15 am it was 1ovely. I didn't have time to enjoy it yesterday --

what with the ~ctic dq in the office and now a goog bit of its gone. None­

the1ess I can see the birds, now and then a Cardinal. Our litt1e bird. f'eeder 
• . I 

·which hangs on the 11ght lamp is swinging in the wind. The birds have been 

eating a tu.ll quota each~· The squirre1s run over the trees . and it 1 s just
1 

nice. · It makes me feel for people who 1iVe in a.n . apartme~ ca•or worse, the 
. . 

slums sanewhere. We s1ept .1ate this morning after wo;rking before the l :t~e 

1ast nening until almost 2:00 --·- then breakfast, and Jane's off to shop with 



I 

·'·•,•<···< 

Connie. They're getting ready for the big wedding and have already bought a 

wedding gown and today they go to the Church. I'm going to do paper work and 

dictate here instead of going down to riiy office which is kind of dark and 

dreary, and then I want to try and get 1967 slides arranged and in boxes. 

wonder if I'll ever use aJ.l those slides. We've spent a lot of money and a lot 

of time cbn them. We' re so busy and increasingly as I get older I becane ··1ess 

interested in taking a look at what happened yesterday and more in thinking about 

tomorrow. I hope that' s the way to . stay young. It seems that way to me. 

One thing yet, a carryover from last week -- when we lefi the Wbite House 

Thursday night it was after 12:00 o'clock for the program with the Governors 

ran late because the President had a picture taken with each one. They'll get 

a beautitu.lly framed colored picture now. We have ·two of them, and we treasure 

them. In auvuevent, Jane was very tired and we were slipping down the steps 

to the cloak room and out the South Entrance. The President was standing near 

the East door seeing the Governors out. As we got to the entrance to the 

stairway, almost 50 feet away, I heard him holler and we both of course went 

back. He was smiling and jovial and again thanked me for the Farm Message, 

the canments of the Goi.rernors have been good and he's pleased about it. Jane 

then canmented that all the ladies had appreciated his caning in at lunch and 

speaking to them, that no matte.r how busy he was. He laughed and said that 

he enjoyed having them aJ.l in the White House, that he had made apparently 

a room or telephone available . to Happy Rockefeller and then he laughed and said 

lhen he eame in to check if she was getting. her. calls .through all right why he 

found her measuring the drapes. He was. laughing of course, but it was a clever 

remark in light of the Romney withdrawal.last week and the whole new dimension 

to Republican politics. Rockefeller this morll:ing is in the paper as the willing. . 

candidate. He declares he will not go int~ the Primaries because he doesntt 

want to create dissenti~n in the Republican Party. Nixon· responds by quoting 



( Ja~ Kennedy in 1960 that the time is passed when candidates can duck primaries 
I 

and expect .to be nominated by the king makersin smoke filled rooms. Reagan 

fires a shot from California, and charges Rockefeller with pranoting factional.­

ism in the Republican party by his appeal in effect to the Governors. So the 

· issue becanes joined. It will be a hot year in the Republican party. I am 
~ -

reminded of a conversation at the Ranch last week and the President talking 

about the Rockefeller brothers • He said that their. ~ather can su:ie be pleased 

and happy that he has raised such fine public spirited sons. He spoke most 

.)· highly of Laurance, as I did. Laurance Rockefeller is the most genuinely modest 

man I know. John, Jr. seems the same. The President even spoke in a frie.ndly 

fashion about Nelson Rockefeller, sqing that they .had gotten al.ong very well, 

that he certainly wa~n't any Bepublican in the ordinary sense of the word and 

quoted Mary Lasker .as saying {Snd she's very close to Nelson Rockefeller) that 

he hoped she would not be . forced to ever vote against Nelson Rockefeller. It's 

hard to tell what Will. c~e of all this. TWo years ago Rockefeller was as dead 

as a door nail and allegedly anyone c~d have bee.ten him in New York politics. 

Then the Democrats .dropped the ball -- he put on an effective well f'lli:anced 

campaign and worked like a dog,maie it, and has· gone on trom there very cleverly. 

I thought he ·made a seriou~ mistake on the garbage strike in New Y~rk City, but 

that se~ms to have quieted down and may not .be so serious after all. AJ..though 

it may have scared some conservative Republican king makers. Anyway, it will 

be quite a ·political. year. The ·President is off again toq.ay. He' ·s been in 

Beaumont, Texa.S speaking to tlle space :Peopie·, n.Ow he is somewhere in South Carolina. . . 

He's determined, ·:me seems to hold up we~ ~d is certainly reso1Jrcefu.l. It we 
. . . . 

can get over this election he'll continue to lead this cOuntry to gr.e~ter pro-· 

gress on all tronts, but for .the ~nt .it re~ is · g;lm.. Increasingly it looks 
.. ,. . 

like a set b~ in Vietnam.. On the TET offensive it was serious, we appear 

· to have lost the of'f'ensive almost .completely. We may have too many troops 



immobilized at ~ Sang. The countryside, large parts of it, remain in the 

) hand.S of the enemy and psychologically it appears from this vantage point 
- I 

at least that great18.rm has. been suffered. But it's hard :to tell. , I still 

don't ~ow whether I s b:>uld go to Vie~nam next week or not. Dean Rusk thought 

not when I talked to hi:Jn at the Swearing-in Ceremony for Clark Clifford. 

Then a:rter initially saying things Were in kind of.. a mess there he backed ott 
.· 

and said, "Well, maybe for morale facto.rs it would be a good idea for you to go." 

. And promised .. ~o get together his Vietnam advisers and ~ive ~e an .ans~r~ 

Sup~sedl.y Bill Lenhardt is checking .with Bob. Komer and with Am .~d St te 
. ... . 

people. · It cOULd be that a Cabinet Officer in Vietnam would give . them~ lift 

and get our .boys back on target and give me a positive platform to spea.'1¢ fran 

ab?ut Vietnam, .~ I step up this speakilig schedule.· I'll have to try and get 

a firm answer very soon. 

· I just read an article in th~ New York . Times . for February 16, 1968 

on Ken Galbraith sent to me by DeVier Pi~rson .. with_the heading "In.View of 

your Manda~e to do Battle with the Black Knight!'. I'm reminded that last 

·week in Texas the President fussed greati.Y at an .alleged statement by Ken 

that liberalism stopped with K~nnedy and did in effect tell me to go a.f'ter 

him. and set the record straight. He then rambled on. ·at great length th~ 

record of solid progress in this Administration on a host of fronts. Actually 

Galbraith's article does not seem critical of the Preside.nt. It actually says 

that he likes Johnson and thinks him a doer. I rather suspect that although 

Galbraith feels strongly about Vietnam that he may be at the right time a bridge 

~o the liberal forces in the days ahead. For · example, · this article quotes him 

Jbn several place~ as .follows : 

"ADA.'s cijoice ·JJUcy" be between a Democratic AdmiDistration which we 
have ever less reason to support and a Republican prospect. that 
is in everylespect, worse. tt 

/ ~ ... 
and then he went on to say that it the Democrats seem tp be J;acking in 
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credibility, the Repub~icans produce a man you can really mistrus~ --· ~lche.rd 
(
' Nixon.:... 

Sunday, March 3, 1968 -- 6:15 pn. It's been a nice weekend. Yesterday 

afternoon I concluded my desk chores, working about an hour on the slides when 

Jane and Connie came home and it was a .delight to :receive them. They'd been 

wedding shopping -- bought a wedding gown, chose the dresses for the bridesmaids' 
.· 

and picked out sane kitchen ware • . I've never seen Connie quite as glowing· and 

. bouncy. She was a migaty haPPY.11-tt1e girl and looked fine. She's lost a good 

·=*=~--t bit of weight. Her moral.e is good .and. she really seemed as happy as she coul.d be 

with pro.spects down the road that she will graduate cum laude. ~he was delighted 

that .American University ha~ . vot~d to give me an honorary degree when. I s~e.k 

at her commencement, so we had a visit, a dinner at ·bane and then qff to see the 

play at the New Ford Theater "A Canedy ot Errors". Yrankl.y I got lost 1J the 

first · act, al.though I enjoyed the second. Th~re's some~hing wrong with r .ears, 
( • J 

I just don't pick up words 'hhat are not .custanary. In this instance the 

Elizabethian engiish left me coll .and .I couldn't hard1y follow t~e dialogue. 

I didn't remember the story very' well .and it wasn't until the second act that 

I got with it. In between act~ the management came and took us to meet ~he 

actors back stage which was funQ Afterwards we went down to see the Li~oln 

Exhibits which I hadn't seen before. Then we went on to Blackbeard's for an 

evening nightcap with young Don Mciver whom we met th~re, a aephew of Dale. Mciver~ 

He was on le~ve from Fort Bragg and was obviously all 8.1.one because his buddies 

hadn't come, so we kind of took him in tow. 

TO<Ucy" we slept late, read the· papers -- they're aJ.1 full. of the President's 

Urban Conmission report which came out last week 8114.rso is the Televi~ion. I 

~hink the report is undoubtedly a veey good- t~ng. It will give seine . recognition 

a nd assurance to ·the B~gro ccDmunity • . It ought to help pass the current Civil 
. . 

Righ~s Housing Bill and it Will remind yery atongly and prestigously the white 

' ~: . 



complacent canmunity that th~re is a serious problem. It's main thrust and -
( message that wre moving to an .e.ntirely different COlnm:unities, one white and 

one black, canes thi-6ugh loud and clear and anyone in the count~ is going 

to have trouble avoiding hearing it. . In· terms of' the action program to 

follow, that's 8.nother story~ . I. was irritated when Bob Kennedy caae 1 and 

said, "We knew aJ.l these ~hings . a yea:r. ago - we had: the riots a ~a:r a'fo:.. 

and things are worse now - we ':ve .done nothing." It was much better Pili by 

Ray Sherer on NBC the White .House . ~orrespondent who listed the things, such 
. . 

as edueation, housing, Civil .; Rights, . that the President had rec~nd~d and 
-·~~ .. ~... ... . 

so f'ar had been unable to ge~ from Congress by way of appropriations, ma)ting 

the point· that this was a: Congress. more inclined to save than to spend. 

The only danger in the report is that it will once· 98ain incite some expecta­

tions that can't be met. So. many things are happening, maybe only in l.ittle 

bits and pieces, but the framework . bas been put in place and these great 

I inadequacies and needs are not .better satisfied overnight. The real danger . 1 

now is that .we will get overwhelmed and discour98ed with the demands and 

engulfed by the expectations . and .. this is what we've got to fight to prevent • 

.We then went out to OJ.Dey House for dinner. It was a birthday.TY 
tor Jane Wirtz - the Ca:rl McGowans .went, too -- ~hey came here first for a 

drink and it was really tun. ·. The conversation was a good bit about D.linois 

politics and very worrisome because the ticket the Cook Cou~ty ~ganization · 

has put forwa:rd for Governor and Senator is very, very. weak. The Cook County 

group turned their back on Adlai Stevenson, III, and also Sargent Shriver 
.. ,' 

wlx>would have made a very strong team. I can't figure out why and they didn't 

know either. It would seem to me the President would have been in this one 

up to his ears and working with . Dick Daley would have been certain that there 

was a strong team field in Il.linois . which is ~big and important State. Instead 

it looks like the very lowest level of provincial politics prevailed and a 



weak ticket in Illinois can't help but hurt the National Ticket. I wonder what 

happened. 

March 5, 1968 -- 10:00 p.m. at home. Well the week of March 3 is off with 
I 

a bang. ' I just returned from a hectic 2-day trip. I had . a busy day in the office 

on Monday, including breakfast with Whitten, designed to set him up a bit for this 

week's appropriations hearing's. ~e was quite .amiable. He's still.. ducking the 

Japane'se trip, but his wife wants to go and he may ·well come for that reason. 

I bad a television program and then Bobby Kennedy, John Cooper and Carl Perkins 

~ ot Kentucky came in to bug me ab9ut .food . ~rograms. Cooper and Perkins were 
. . 

reas9nable -- Bobby was totally unreasonable.. In the first place, he won't listen 
- . . 

to anyone. He merely states, demands in a very pugnacious sort of ornery manner, 

in effect sq, there are a lot of. hungry people ·in the United States, he saw 

some that ~d only 10 cents a meal for food · -- what are we doing about it? He 

then wants to run oyer the law, the regulations and requirements, and .just bores 

in, staiing the ultimate and refusing to ackn0wledge or even to cooperate on · 

eliminating some of the difficulties. At one point in the discussion I had to 

in effect say, well now just a minute, let me finish and you listen for a-little 

bit. I don't know whether he strongly resented that or not. The meeting seemed . 

to end on a reasonable conciliatory tone 1 but I was fairly sharp spoken. He did 

make a good point and brought something to my attetlt.ion I hadn't completely 

realized and that is in sane of these instances we are not giving very much by 

way of Food Stamps. We' re requiring people to put in as much money as the 

schedule would show that the average person would be spending for food. Then 

we make an allowance, but that alloWa.nce is not very generous. The argument 

our administrators made was that if we put. too much food in, jump from let's say 

a $50.00 a month usual expendi.ture to $200, that people simply won't spend that 

tor stamps -- they don't really know itb.w to use it and that it will end up in the 

black market with all kinds of administrative problems. Bobby jumped on that 



. with both feet .with complete comtempt ridiculing the concept that we are so timid 

and so conservat.ive .that we don't give people enough t ·o eat well on the .grounds 

.they won't know how to use it with all the usual emot~onal arguments. 

It finally settled down, but there was something in what he said and I think 

maybe we've been a bit too conservative in this respect, but many of the peopl.e 

administering the program went through the fiasco of the forties and ot cQUrse 

we have tried to administer this program caretully so we would not have an adJDin-
. . . 

istrative breakdown. We' re having enough trouble getting money from Congress 

the· way it is. This then makes a good example of hoW you have a confrontation.; 

Anyway I told our people that we should take a look now and see ~:t' we could ·move 

those amounts up even at the risk of · som~ leakage -- .then asked them tor r report 

on it we used additional. money tor that how much it would detract f'ran out open­

ing tood stamp programs in other places because we' re getting near the end of 

our resources. I also asked them to tell me how we might supPl.ement it some 

places with direct distribution, despite the law which says there can't be two 
... 

programs at the same time in the absence of a national emergency. They ridicule 

this one too and sa:y where anyone is hungry we ought to just declare an 

emergency. Sounds good, ~ut it's not very practical. 

These food programs continue to give me a great deal of trouble. ~ the 

one hand we've really worked wonders. We're reaching about Boo,ooo more people . 

t~ we were a year 88~, ~ut the~e's stiµ. a lot of hungry people out there' and 

they' re making more· and more demands. - I suspect we' re going to bleed on :this one 

tor~ long time to come . ~d I'm not sure really how to play it. 

I saw an educational TV program on Monday which is really atrocious. They 

got me to make some tilJll, then they used sane of the ·things_I said out of co~text 
. . 

in ~:f'f'ect, painted a picture that the. Departmen~ Ere a bunch ot ogres 1 picture of 

· people leaving the DepaZtmen~ getting on buses with the point that here we've got 



all these fat, well fed, well paid bureaucrats while you've got all these poor 

. ) hungry Negroes in the South and it makes quite a story. I'm figuring out really 

how to protest it because it's not a fair balance picture and I think it will do 

the program in the long run more harm than good. There's· an emotional quality 

here which puts the people who merely scream and point their finger o.n the . . 

offensive ~d those of us who've got the responsibility to administer th.se 

programs on t~e def'ens i ve, no matter how much we've do~ nor how hard we try. 

It's the same old story, it's a lo:t easier to make a speech about. ,samethi·ng than. 

it is to do it and administer it and .be responsible for .it, particularly before. . 

Congress w1th h:I gbl y critical .members and the need to justify everything you 
-

do and to get appropriations to try_and do more. 

Now we have a lawsuit on our hands with sane Negroes bringing an action, 

insisting that we start a program in. some counties in Alabama that don't have 

one and that we lower the charges and increase the amounts in others. I don't 

f ". know where that wW. end up but it'll certainly get a lot of' publicity, all 

of which makes us look bad. So we'll have to figure out how to proceed. Anyway, 

I left the ottice about 2:00 o'clock on Monday in a Jet Star flew to New York 

where I took part in .a reception as a part of' the book week. 
. . 
Ten name publis~ houses submit three names ~ach of what they think will 

be their most praninent publications for the caning year, then the sponsors of 
. . .. 

the Book Week select one. Those 10. are then specially ·f'eatured at this recepti~n. 

We sat around in a hotel at little tables with drinks and canape and talked to 

reviewers and book people fr9Dl The New York Times and others. I couldn't stay 

long, but hopef'ully ~id some good. A cute little g~l that is a public relat·ions 

gal for Praeger's met me and really steered people our way and if nothing more 
- . 

I think she will now be more interested and plug my book a little harder. 

We iett there about 5:20, fought traffi~ through New York and what a fright. ( 

. . 
that is. Then flew to St. Paul where I spoke to th~ Farmers Union Central. Exchange, 



answered questions again for about an hour and had a brief' co:f'f'ee · reception
I . 

with them. It _was refreshing and stimulating to see old friends. -·_ I caught 
. . 

a lot of' nasty questions, most of them from North Dako~ and South Dakot.a 

from the Wheat People who are the most spoiled in American agriculture. 

A lot of' old friends came up and wished me we.ll and c~lime~ted me and criticized 

those that had jumped on me. I also made some pointed comments about 'Vietnam, 

emphasizing that there were Nor:th. Vie.tnamese in South Vie~nam but no Ameri.cans 

or South .Vietnamese in .North .Vietnam .and dramatized the murders and assas·sinations 

perptrated by the North Vietnamese . and also the fact that all Ho Chi ~ · 
. 

had to agree to get to the peace table was not to take advantage of' the Qease fire 

and banbing. It seemed to go over .very well and I think needed, to be said, 

particularly because McCarthy grows increas ingl.y noisy. We didn't get out of' 

Minneapolis until after ll:OO o'clock, flew into.N~wark and didn't get to bed 
. . 

( until about 3:30. I woke up at 7:00, the : noise of' traffic was so loud with two 
free~ · close by; I finally got up, worked on my speech a bit and then went 

to the Fairleigh-Dickinson Convocation. I spoke there at sane length on the 

agricultural. system as an example of' creative Federalism and how the success 

tha~ it had giped cou1d be used as an example in meeting the urban· problem. 
. . I . 

It seemed to go well, more of' a lecture than a speech, and was followed by .sane 

questioning, including sane very.pointed questions from the far out student 

-
on Vietnam tha~ I ans~red very stroJlg].y along the lines of' my spee~ the night 

before with the addition that none of' the so-cal.led doves proposed that we pu1l 

out of' Vietnam and that their enclave theory didn't make much sense, that anyone 

that had been· shot at or boolbed or s~elled would know that this was impossible 

· and that we couldn't · s\ibject our boys to that. I also emphasized that Ho Chi Minh 

is the_ one who kept away f'ran the barga :I n:I ng table, not ~he President. The 

( response was a un~ous and er:ithusiastic spontaneous applause from the audience 
.. 

which reajlly surprised me. Actually the ques_tion session went very, very well• 



1 

We had a quick lunch, then on to. the plane and back to the office -- a 

of calls, papers to process, et al. Tomorrow; testimony before Whitte~. 

Friday on P.L • . 480. -~ a pile of. daily mail here and I'm .tired. So is Jane. 

We ju.St finished dinner~ .I had . a .aqua.sh game which ~18.?'ed me, but :frustrated 
. . 

me b~cause I'm playing lousy and Jim Reynolds is too good for me. I miss 

McNamara. Anywa:y we' re planning to . go to bed early tonight and I'll get up. . 

early and hit· this desk in the morning when I think I'll be a lot more productive 

than I 8lJl now. 

The Vietnam th~ real.li hangs over everything. I got a very sharp letter 
.. 

tram Don Fra.Ser that disturbs me~ Perhaps I asked for it. I wrote him one in 
. . . 

which I said I never thought that we would be at odd ends on an issue as important . . 

a.s this. He came back with a very sharp reply, saying .·~trongly that he didn't 

think Dean Rusk was really trying to negotiate and that he had looked into this 

very deeply. 

March 6, 1968 -- 10:15 am - at the office. I've been worldng this morning . 

getting ready to testify before Whitten and the Subcommittee on Agricult~al 

appropriations at.c,.1:00 ·o' clock this afternoon. · I'm struck at how incredibly 
~ . . . 

difficult it is to cut appropriations . from a gi'Ven spending level. Charlie 

Grant just le~ here remakking, "It's· much easier to get a new appropriation 

.than to cut an o~d orie." This despite Congress's constant muttering about high 

levels of spending. ·I guess it's the nature of the process. The point is that 

in the exercise of ·last fall when.we cut back· according to .the Congressionally 
. . . 

mandated. formula based upon 21o of personnel costs and l~ of other costs w 

went through a terribly taxing process .here, ·seeking to ~e our cuts in 'terms 

of priority items, not just in terms of spread4ng it on a percentage basis to 

be allegedly f'air to aJ.l. Howeer there was one group where the cut was ,pretty-. - ~ . 

largely set f'ran outside and that was in our watershed and conservation pro~&mming, 

particularly watershed protection and fiood control where theJ;"e are canparabl~. . : . . 



programs; reclamation in Interior, B:lld of course the Corps of Engineers ·. 
. . . 

Charlie Schwartz insisted that· .we .adhere to a formula which..was ·equitable ;a·cross 
...·.. 

the Government . and that. that formula came out at the level .which we subsequently 

cut our SCS spending, I must admit my mind is a little fuzzy on that now, and 

Joe Robertson and Charlie Grant had sane doubts as to whether ~ did not do this 

ourself' but at a minillium we had held,up ·~nder · a freeze and merely extended and 
. . . .. I 

. -
continued that freeze, so it was not a decision independently reached internally•. 

In any ewnt, now Whitten is really focusing ~ ~n that physical 1 68 cut in 
. . . 

his budget hearings. It seems there are same 'lltal.ters~ed in his area ~~t were 
. : ·~·: 

ready to 
0

begin construction who had f'l~ated bonds and borr~d outside money. . 

apparently some :tran FHA and now they are unable to go forward. Whitten is... can.­

plaining that they muSt and appal-ently has made comniitments that they will. . . 

Actually he has not pushed me -on it directly. He's just generally grumb~ed 

about this and didn't eve~ mention it at breakfast on Monda¥• In the meantime 

SCS has not made available .the funding that would meet his problem. It· seem8 to 

me they could do this. My guess is they're not doing it because they ·want him 

to maintain a maxim.Um of' pressure. Thus they hope to get more funds than just 

to meet his problem. Inasmuch ~ on a percent88e basis they have a 10 ' percent 

cut, which is almost twice that of' other parts of the Department, t~ey do have 

a legitimate com.plaint, although Don Williams has never made that complaint to me 

and apparently tried to protect the Department in his hearing yesterdlcy" 'before 

Whitten. . I'm in a spot because I do think that these watershed ·protection programs 
. . 

are important and I do feel SCS does a fine job. So I regret the cuts and the 

hold back in program level, too. So in this instance I called the new Director 
. . 

of' the Bureau of' the Bu~et, Charlie Zwick, and got after ~ and said that th~y 

had made a clear. canmitment to me tla t our cut woUld b~ · proporttcbn8.te to that of' 

, ·IIlterior and that of' the Corps and now I find that it ~s not. This has ~u11assed 

· me with mY Chairma~ and w1th my people and I'm in a bad spot. He argues as to 
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just what is the percentage comparison, but I then said let me restore about 

$10 million and I can do this by taking it out of P.L. 480 where our spending 

level is actually substantially lower than that set by Congress anyway and so I·......... , 

can stay within the law and still increase our spending for al.l practical 

pUrposes. He told me that was aJ.l right if necessary provided that it was . kept 

quiet and. didn't break out in other places a.round the Government, such as GSA 

and HEW, and others, where the cut in spending on construction was on a percent­

age basis very much higher than it is in Agriculture. · So there it sits,. I don't 
~ 

: . ·:· know exactly what to do but I've asked Chatl.ie Grant to get the precise figures 

fran SCS as to Whitten' s n~eds and ·what they would do if they · had $10 million 

more and I may then cal.l Whitten and try and make quietly a little deal with him. 

to restore this, urgin8 him to be very quiet about it, not to make noises that 

will upset other Departments of the Government and we will go about our business 

·) and mark this one ott. . That would please him, p1ease me, certainly please SCS 

the only problem· is we have given and spending has been increased another $10 

million over what we thought it would be. 

Saturday, March 9, 1968 -- Springfield, Illinois. I'm sitting here at 

1:00 o'clock in the morning in a very l~ely suite, light pine paneling~ blue 

rugs and furniture, blue bath tub and fixtures, aJ.l alone. I just . finished 

speaking to the 4-State Democratic NationaJ. Conmittee gathering, followed by. 

an organization meeting of Town and Country for Johnson. and Humphrey. I probably 

spoke too long. The audience was not too farm. oriented and I got wound up for 

almost 45 minutes, but I t~ink I conveyed the me·s~~ which~ that. we ha.ve 

a record of acoanplisbment an4 a program af pranise. I hit hard at the con... 

clusion on Vietnam and got the audience back that had begun . to ·dri:rt. The 

response I thi~ was pretty good and the Town·and Coontry organizing meet!~ 

was excellent. Vietnam and politics have daninated the picture for the ~ast 
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f~w days as · always. Things continue in a state of. flux and uncertainty in 
t 

.( Vietnam. I still don't know when I'm going. They sent a cable over on Wednes­

day, putting it up to Bunker, and still n~ ~esponse. Rostow offered last 

··:···· night at the Kuwait Embassy where Jane and I went to a ·party honoring Dean Rusk 

to call them, but I didn't follow up on that. I don't want to be pushy and 

the cable indicated that they thought here that I should go now. I'll have to 

postpone it a month or so if' I don•t go now, but micybe that's just as i11• 
According to most o:t the ~ss rell07ts and inside reports, too, the cr 
side has been pretty thoroughly disrupted. It would appear that Hanoi has the 

.. :· 

initiative on the military front for the moment and has knocked out a good bit 

of the encouraging progress in development and pacification. That's heartbreak-

ing, but I guess we should have expected that . sanething of that was likely. 

Maneuvering, looking to the Convention, is s~epping up. · McCarthy's press 

has been more favorable and I'~ worried that he may get more votes in .New Hamp-

shire than was predicted earlier. He's getting the feel of campaigning now 

and the early critici~m of being so academic is toning down and he's beginning 

to go for the juggler vein. The caucuses in Minnesota went poorly. Apparently 

the McCarthy forces, the Anti-Administration Vietnam group, pretty well took 

over in Minneapolis, St. Paul. They have delegates around the State. It can 

be held but i1;' s going to take sane work. I've made a few phone c8.lls. I'm 

trying to help. Gerry Heaney cal.led me, all excited, and said we needed an . . . 

·. organized effort to hold the pro-Humphrey Administration forces around the State; 

otherwise, the opposition would out-manuever them and take over the whole 

delegation. That will be humiliating and bothersome to Humphrey and very 

dangerous to our whole Party in Minnesota. I'd kind of like to get into ·it 
. . 

full steam, but Humphrey never calls or talks to me .about Minnesota politics. ; · 

I can't help but feel that he continues resent:f'ul. over the fact that ~people 

feel that I was the political organizer and I ran the State- ·as Governor and he 



was the great symbol and he simply subjectively resents that. I know 

generally has al.ways resented me and so it is not sensible for me to ge too 

far out in front. It would just mean a l~vel of :frustration. So I gue 8 I'11 

· stQ" put, do what I can ·q.uietly and not hazard the underlying good~ ~hat I 

think I have in an abortive enterprise where Humphrey will not be clearly in 

sUm>ort of what we're ·doing. Strange busilless. 

As I sa:y, I hit ha.rd here on Vietnam and had a good response. I emphasized 

that even the doves don't recommend ~ that we pull out. Their rec·rimm.end.ations_are . . . 
totally unreal.istic and then went on to go after Hanoi for its terrorism et al. 

When I do this, there is a pretty good response, and I'm convinc~d we need to do 

more of it to give some fighting ammunition and a positive posture to the people 

who want to support the Administration so they aren't overwhelmed and intimidated 

by these wild men.on the anti-front. It sure p~sents a miserable situat·i ·on for 
.. 

the President who doesn't dare get too emotional. or strong or he will ftnd the 

extreme right who want to attack Hanoi getting out of line. I really feel for 

liim. I haven~ t seen much of him for a week or so now, but how he's able to ·leave 
. 
Vietnam and go into other tlings giving them his ·undivided attention is more 

.than I can f~gure out. He's a tough and resourcetuJ. guy. 

I did Qll.ite a bit _of testifying this week. The session with Jamie Whitten 
. . 

on Thursday went remarkably well. He pretty well bought the package in regard 
.. 

to restoring sane funds for watershed and flood prevention and I have the closest 

to a love feast that I've ever'[had there. Charlie Grant was amazed. 

Toda:y I went up on P.L. 480. I did some fussing to get ready. The 
. . 

staff work could have been better. I ended up careful.l.y reading the entire law 

which was a usetul exercise for I got back into the swing of the internat ionaJ. 

thing a bit which was important. Bill Gaud and Jacobs from the State.·Depart­

ment who I hadn't met before went up. · The testimony we finally shaped up was 



rleaJJ.y outstanding. It was too on the appearance before the Appropriations 

Canmittee. I must remember that test.Unony and use it. A:n.ywa:y I gave the 

testimony. The questions were fairly good, none of them particularly critical. 

When we finished Bill Gaud was pleased and amazed. He and Jacobs didn't even 

give their testimony, they just filed it. P.L. 480 is going to be allright. 

Poage has set forward the dates for hearing as well and is canpletely cooperative 

on that basis, so for the moment the matters before the Congress seem to be 

in pretty good shape. 

Wednesday and Thursday Jane and I were out. Wednesday at the Iranian 

Embassy at a Party for Jim Symington. That was a dinner and dance, started late 

and we didn't get hane until well after 2 :OO o'clock. 

March ll, 1968 -- at the office -- Vietnam. This is increasingly upper­

most in my thoughts. I worry about it. As I've related, I spoke several times 

about it last week with quite favorable results. Nonetheless the indications 

are that the under-current of resistance and resentment is growing. It would 

appear at this sitting that McCarthy will do better in New Hampshire tomorrow 

than anyone would have dreamed. Thousands of college kids have been over working 

for him and he apparently has picked up a lot of money. Governor King told me 

yesterday that he must have spent a quarter of a million dollars. King and 

Mclntjre, the New Hampshire Senator, attacked McCarthy declaring he was aiding 

and abetting Hanoi. This may have backfired for McCarthy iJDmediately screamed 

"McCarthyism". A number of Democratic pro-Johnson people backed off and apologized 

and even Nixon got in the act contending that we would disagree without question­

ing patriotism. Apparently no one had the guts or good sense to sa:y, "Of' course 

it's helping Hanoi•. It couldn't help by help Hanoi, but that doesn't mean that 

Mr. McCarthy is necessarily not patrlbd>tic. He apparently feels that in this 

@8!6e helping Hanoi is necessary to set the u.s. out of Vietnam, which seems to 



.,,... .~ ..·.~ .. ,. 

be his objective." But nobody said that. McCarthy in the meantime still doesn't 

advocate withdrawal, nor do the other doves; however, that's what they want. 

The paper this morning talked about a basic reappraisal of our position in 

Vietnam triggered by apparently Westmoreland's request for another quarter of 

a million troops. Last week there was a diatribe on the Floor of the Senate 

planned by haJ.t a dozen Senators·, including Bobby Kennedy, Fulbright and 

Mansfield, declaring very emotionally that this war was immoral. The polls show 

only 49 percent of the people think we did the right thing, going into Vietnam • 

I myself am worried that the TET offensive was apparently so successful. and 

damaging that the Viet Cong and Hanoi appear to have a lot of men and a lot of 

Divisions in position and the of':f'en.Sive; I can't help but worry about the men 

that are tied down at Caisson with Vietnamese tunneling all over and with the 

airport there more and more interdicted by artillery fire. I'm especially shocked 

' at the reports that the Viet Cong wa:y down in the Delta have new modern armament 

and light rapid fire rifles out of Russia and China and;· •that we have not armed the 

forces yet with our M-14 rifles. I suppose that's partially operationaJ. 

because of the trouble with that rifle, but still that they are better armed wa:y 

down there with that long supply line is rather shocking. I'm also somewhat 

distressed personally that my willingness to go to Vietnam, including a cable 

sent by Lenhardt in the White House, almost suggesting that it would be a good 

for I had good forums on my return where I could at least present the Adminis­

tration's viewpoint and talk about the pacatication program, has not received 

any response. The cable was sent last Thursda:y, or Wednesday, and still no 

answer. I had expected to be in Vietnam this week, and here I sit in Washington. 

I'm not going to ask any further. I'm going to revise my schedule and probably 

go in 1ate ~' but it would seem to indicate that they ·are disturbed, they are 
\ 

reviewing the situation, and they don't want a visiting fireman at this point. 



I was al.so shook up last night when Jane took after me on this issue. 

A week or two ago I had a little aJ.tercation with Connie about it when [ was 

disturbed that she was c~nsidering going ~o school herself next yeS:r while 

Gary taught so he would avoid the draft. That shocked me and I got ·after her 

a bit, asking whether it ever occurred to them that they ought to meet their 

obligations to their country. She was somewhat taken back and in the course ot . . 

it I stated did she ever stop 'to think that her father had tried to do that. 

At the time Jane indicated her disg\ist at their attitude and her .gener.aJ. approval 

of what I had said. Last night, it proved to be a different story. We were 

having dinner and tal.king about the tact that the President's son-in-·law had 

asked to be taken into the service now and transferred trcm his National. Guard 

Unit where he would not be called. This is Pat Nugent. His other son-in-law, 

the Marine Chu~k Robb, will be leaving almost :immediately. Jane asked what 

would happen it they were captured, etc., and we discussed it and then out 

of a clear blue sky she asked, "What are we · doing in Vietnam anyway?" referring 

somewhat obliquely to conversations with Connie and with Jean Eisenberg across 

the street. I was taken back and began to recount the reasons I thought we were 

there. She referred to the problems ot unrest and upset where the young peo];>le 
·: -

are concerned during the formative periods of 25 to 30 .years of age and I couldn't 

help but respond that the maxinnfm service invo~ved is 3 ~ars and 1;hat won't 
. -

hurt them -- it certainly doesn't discanmode th~ 8IJY' more· than.. it....did us 25 years 
. - . 

ago. Her response to that was to get after me pretty strongly tor having referred- ..... 

to Connie the f'act that "her f'ather had done it": That she said was_'the W<>rst 
. . . 

thing I could haiie· said and that was again recounting back to an ,earlier periOd 

. and it did more harm than good with the young people today.. She's probably 

right, ~thoUsh_ ~ was more .thall a little irritated. She referred to Jack :{,yons 

(. again, the old Minnesota Democrat or . Farmer Laborite, who was the epitamy of' 
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I , ' 

a referral. to the old school during our period of takirig over the DFL Party 

:4.
I 

way back in 1946 to '48. I recognize . of.. c_ourse that we can't . deaJ. with yoiing 
I ' ''J::...·· . 

:/ . 

.:
I people by saying how we did ·it, but she is so supersensitive to this, and 

f 

refers to i~ ." so o:rten, that ' it kind of ~ritated me and the result wa.S a most 
. .... . 

. unpleasant interchange which end~d abruptly and unsatisfacyorily. This is the 

first indication that Jane is wondering basicalJ.y as . to what we're do and 

it's perhaps symtanatic of many others that have felt we were doing the right 

thing but now a.re taking another. look. So maybe a basic re-examination is ·taking 

pl.ace as the newspapers report this morning. I hope so. It may well b that ~ 

simply don't have the resources to do the job under these c'ircumstances where 

Hanoi an~ the Viet Cong can be supplied with endless amounts of materiel. from 

China and Russia and apparently are able to move it down successtul.ly despite 

our banbing and of course they also have an extensive manpower which they can 

train and can move and there's no reason to doubt but that they are tL in con­

t~o1 in their c~try rind that there is a pretty high 1eve1 ot llloraJ.e. It that'd 

the case and the progress of the South Vietnamese Government is as slow as .it 

appears to be at this juncture and their response to.. the TET offensive ·is falter­

ingly as it was al.though there is increasingly ,reported news of effective fight­

ing by many units, yet .there is little news ~hat the Government has succeeded in 

acting very effectively to overcome the frightful destruction of the TET offensive. 

I sat next to Gal 1 agher, the head of_ the AP, at the Gridiron dinner Saturday 

night and he related to me his judgment that he felt ·that the South Vietnamese 

Government was too corrupt to be effective. He said he had no solution, but he 

felt as matters now stood we were not doing the right thing in CC?ntinuing our 

present course of action. He also related that after developing a kind of conmon 

front initially following the TET attacks the South Vietnamese Gover~nt pro-

~ ceeded to arrest a number of' praininent ~outh Vietnamese who were a.Ssociated with 

that and. when remonstrated by the Americans closed the .door sharply and said 
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that was internaJ.ly politics and absolutely none of our business. He was veey 

pessimistic and disagreed sha.rjljly with Dave Lilienthal' s evaluation that the 

new Govermnent and its Cabinet were the best that he had seen in any of the 

less developed countries he had visited. Anywa:y, it is a rather bleak picture 

at the moment. Contra-wise I noted a build up in u.s. News and World Report 

for Southeast Asia with a very optimistic analysis o~ progress made. The 

implication of this series was, given a little more time and stabi1ity these 

countries are on the move and they will ·be able to act jointly to prevent inva­

sion and destruction. No one knows -- it's particularly difficult to be in my 

position where I feel the need to be an advocate. I do feel the doubts I've 

already outlined, based not on the fact we're doing the right thing, but whether 

we have the resources to do the right thing, short, that is, of an all out attack 

on Hanoi and a total mobilization of our own economy, and that would represent 

major policy judgments that I'm not informed enough to make. It is hard to feel 

a sense of responsibi1lty, to be called on to articulate the program, and then 

not really to be informed or in the fundamental decision-making process. This is 

a frustration I've felt ever since I've been Secretary and that I've repeated 

many times, but there's no sense complaining because obviously only so many 

people can participate in that process ani I'm not one that has the information 

or the responsibility requiring my participation. Meybe we'll get sane indica­

tion of what goes on at the Cabinet meeting on Wednesday. 

Yester<iley' was a quiet day at home. I went to the· Gridiron Dinner Saturday 

night, it wasn't up to the usual standards, although the skit ridicu1ii1g the 

Republican potential. nominees was clever. The rest of it wa.S, I thought, not up 

to usual standards. I really slept in · ·:.Sunday morning. I wasn't feeling well 

and st~d in bed unti1 12 :00 o'clock, sleeping most of the time. That's almost 

un!leard of. I had a kind of miserable night last night for my back has been 
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bothering me a great deal.. I hope it doesn't mean that the old war injury is 

being activated and will continue to bother me. I'm going over and take a heat 

and massage treatment now. I don't know where this came from but it started 

bothering on my Northeast trip and. has gotten staadily worse. It could be ··just
. .. 

a --. I was just interrupted by a phone <:all frOI!l the Attorney General. He 

asked that I expedite issuing administration regulations here that will set down 
.. 

clear standards and requirements for the Presidents of Land Grant Colleges where 

Civil Rights are concerned. As he -relates it, aJJ. hell is breaking loose in the 

Negro colleges in the South and the Extension System is a particular target. 
. . 

I've been over these regulations, I've wanted to slow: up their issuance a bit 

and had asked for a memo anticipating what would happen and where when they are 

issued. I told him I'd get them out this week. 

I sat next to Clark Clifford at the Gridiron Dinner and it was interesting 

to talk with him. He reaJ.ly didn't communicate very much, except it was clear
( .. 

that he was sane~t overwhelJD.ed by his new duties. As he put it, there is. so 
-

much to learn, so much to do, so many big decisions to be made so rapidly, and 

· he •.s a person who likes to reflect a bit before making his decisions. · I tried 

~o encourage him a bit by pointing out that that is all of our problems when we 

first take over one of these big .operations. He did · canment abaut the 

very high regard for me and that the President didn't have to say that 

ciidn't rea.J.:cy feel it,=to him Clark Clifford. This is goOd to hear. 

to me from many sources and is of course most ·gratifying. 

' 

ident's 

0 
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October 3, 1967, JJ.:20 . p.m. at m:y desk at home . Well I made it back 
( . 

from Oregon. A long plane ride. I played squash on my return. A long night 

at the desk again finishing out the pile of paper which I feverishly worked 

on all the way across the Continent. Today I spent in Atlanta, speaking to the 

National Association of State Departments of Agric~ture • . I hated to go, but 

it was one of those command performances, and on balance I guess it worked out · 

all right. They were pleased. Relations were improved and I preached the 

message again of two ideas whose ti.Die has come to-wit bargaining power for 

.... j farmers and rural urban balance,-.J_~ 

I returned to find that ~Conant had declined to participate in the 

. I Symposium. We still don't · have a featured speaker for our program or for 

I promotion. I'm getting very worried about it. · We simply must get this under 

way • .The fact that Ken Birkhead seems unable to function with his old 

· efficiency creates a very special problem. I just don't know what to do with 

him. He keeps complaining all the time that he' s not up to the tasks at hand 

and he can't do anything right and it's more than he can handle. I gave him 

a lecture more than a week ago to the effect that he ought to quit crying that 

I would mark the report card and that I had great faith and confidence in him 

and told him to quit can.plaining and go to work. He's kept complaining, but 

not to me, and appa.I_"ently felt offended that I spoke so sharply to him, so 

that didn't work. I think I'll try Charley Murphy tomorrow· and s.ee if he can 

find out if Ken is really ill and figure out what to do about it. 

I'm still. struggling with the cotton decision. I had ·entertained the 

thought of calling the key cotton people around the country in to discuss skip-

row with them. I decided against that . They've all been consulted and an extra 

trip to Washington would probably not be received with £:avor on their part at 

this itage of the game. I am going to meet however with all the cotton congressmen 



and lay it on the line with them, that skip rowing may well mean that we will 

~. have to break the minimum allotment, and that I would expect their help in 

doing so. I'm scheduling that for Thursday morning. I hope to see the 

President Thursday afternoon, hopefully we can make the cotton announcement 

on Friday. It really has gone too long now. But it's a toughy and I have 

wanted to cook in it a wlile, and then being gone I couldn't see the necessary 

people and bring it to a head. Horace God.trey and John Schnittker still don't 

believe that we should expand skip~row, but as John said with a grin, nwe•ve 

come around to be for it,"and then seriously, ·~we know you want it and so we do." 

I think they are sincere about it and will defend it and carry it forward • . 

I simply feel that there are so many that want it and very vocal and articu1ate 

ones at that, that we ought not to run counter to those wishes. We' re going to 

have enough trouble anyhow and we ought not to get plastered unnecessarily 

when there really isn't any geod reason for not doing it now. 

My Oregon-Washington trip was really a revelation once again. It's 

reaffirmed.me in my ·conf'idence that great things are and can be done in the 

countryside. All we need to do is go out and drive them through. Now somehow 

I've got to ·transmit this to others. 

October 5, 1967 -- ll:OO a.m. at the office. I've just completed a 

session, breakfast session, with Members of' Congress on cotton and in the process 

I think made up my mind on this issue. I believe that skip-row basically is 

a production technique and that we should permit it as such. Certainly there 

is great demand for it and there will be disillusion and strong attacks for it 

and ·!.l)Olitical consequences if we don't. Further as we think in terms of the 

cotton program to cane, the question of' ·minimum allotment may not be as important 

~s I initially thought. The likelthood is that we will recamnend a two-price 

program for cotton similar to wheat. If' that's t~e case, ·minimum allotments
l . 

ought to become no longer so important and we will be using payments tied to 
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acreage diversion and we will be using historic bases as tied to wheat with 

cotton moving at the world price. If we move in that direction there really 

isn't any reason why we shouldn't permit skip-row now for there wiJJ.. not really 

be 4involved the kind of cutback for non-skip-row users that otherwise con­

cenned me. This has been an interesting example of how I try to make some of 

these big complicated decisions. · Initially the people in the Department, 

particularly Horace but John Schnittker joined him, opposed skip-row. They 

pretty well mobilized the facts and presented them to me on that basis. Yet 

I knew there was powerful. support for skip-row beginning with Poage and that 

we couldn't deal with the issue lightly or we would be in serious trouble. 

Therefore, I called for the hearings around the country and observed them closely. 

I insisted that skip-row should not be withdrawn from consideration as had been 

done initially. I held long discussions here and in the staff, went up to talk 

with Congressmen on it, taJ.ked to other people in the industry generally, 

and with Congressmen on it, talked to other people in the industry generally, and 

it culminated this morning with the Congressmen. Now I feel satisfied in my own 

mind that it is ~he right thing to do and I'll act as promptly as I can get the 

President to authorize me to do so which hopefully will be within an hour or 

so, when I take some 4-H kids over to the White House. The Bureau may buck 

and that may slow matters. The program is far too costly, but we will do our 

best. 



·'.. .. ~· .. 

October 7, 1967 ·-- 12:05 am at my desk at home. I just returned from 

a rather interesting evening at the Pakistan Embassy. Dean Rusk was there. 

The Pakistan Foreign Minister and Finance Minister and some Americans were 

there, but not too many. Dean was r~ing, I was No. 2. The Iranian Ambassa­

dor was there and we had a very interesting conversation referring to the 

Shah's official inauguration and their desire to get some agri-business types 

to make major investments in Iran. These to be phased out with adequate 

returns to go to Nationals in due <?Curse. The Iranian Ambassador is a very 

intelligent; very sensitive, thoroughly informed individual. I had a most 

interesting conversation with him and will follow up and try and get primarily 

some of our big sugar companies who are skilled in land development to work out 

a pattern with them. Sandy Platt who died recently wou1d have been ideal to 

contact on this. I'm not sure how to proceed now but I must reach Lyle 

Schertz because Les Brown is gone and get this under way. I've got some of 

the Sugar Companies doing this in the Philippines. They have done it success­

fully in Australia. Now they could do some fine work in Iran. I must say 

that the Shah there is doing a great work and is approaching this moot intelli­

gently. The Paks is another story and I hope we can help them. The Finance 

Minister was in to see me. We gave them a million tons of wheat back in 

April. In September we granted another 500,000 tons and now they want250,000 

more. The President has said we will match what they will buy. Bill Gaud 

of AID claims they can't buy any, that's the Finance Minister's claim, because 

their fofeign exchange is down so low. I told their Minister we would recon­

sider it and told Gaud today I would join with him, if their foreign exchange 

position is as weak as they claim, and if the failure of more wheat would 

endanger their liberalizing their economy which we have urged. Anyway last 

night we were at a party by their representative to the International Monetary 



<;~ 
Fund Shoab in his private home which was a mess. McNamara was there. 

George Wood was there. Harold Linder was there, George Ball was there, 

both of the Rostows were there, and I've never seen poorer service or a 

bigger mess~. Tonight it was different. A stag party, about a dozen men. 

After dinner Dean Rusk ended up in one corner, me in the other. I would 

like to have been in his corner to get some more of the overtones of the 

political where Pakistan is concerned. They are more than sensitive about 

China, about Kashmir, and Dean seemed to me a little brittle as he needled 

them. I had just a little feeling tonight for the first time that he is 

tired, wrung out, and a bit abrasive. I didn't have a chance to really talk 

to him but where I was concerned he seemed almost a bit arrogant. That's 

not like Dean. 

Anyway it was an interesting evening and again as I have done over the 

years, I:ki.nd of pinch myself to be a part of it and for all intents and purposes 

almost prime mover -- certainly so in the agricultural front which with these 

countries is of prime importance even though my exposurelmovnon the political 

front is even less than I am willing to admit · ~ And so I kind of keep my mouth 

shut in these kind of things, making my occasions to be heard, and being seen 

more than talking. However, it was stimulating and useful.. Now I'm at my 

desk at home. I just finished dictating an extensive memorandum to John Baker 

in preparation for testimony in the very near future on the bill tonerge the 

Agricultural Resource Agencies, Forest Service and SCS, with the Interior Depart-

ment sponsored by Ted Moss. This will be before Ribicoff's Subcommittee and 

I predict he wi11 try and give me a bad time because I've criticized him publicly 

a few times for what I feel are his unaa.iled for attacks on agriculture. How-

ever, I do get a bit personal and express my honest opinion of him which is that 

he is a politician that will shave corners in his statements seeking votes 

and doesn't have much regard for facts, if it serves his political purposes. 



Unfortunately a woman reporter at what I thought was an off the record luncheon 

, .. / printed that. I got a curt note from Abe, wrote him in return half-way 

apologizing, haven't heard since. It will be interesting to see what he does 

when I appear. 

I had a rather thrilling experience this morning. I spoke to the 

closing session as a part of a panel of the National Planning Association. 

It was their 5oth Anniversary. The program was projected to look 50 years 

in the future. It was very timely _that I should be there at that point because 

as I emphasized in speaking to them the whole proceedings 1Dlitten and oral had 

not used the woril "rural", "farm", "countryside","town and country", even once. 

I challenged them as to what kind of planning that was, with 90 percent of the 

space we need outside of the metropolitan areas to which they directed exclu­

sive attention. This shocked them. It took me half an hour to get away after 

the presentation for people coming up. Many said this was the most original 

and stimulating statement of the whole conference. That may or may not be 

true, but I have the very strong ~eling that what I intuitively stressed 

some 6 years ago in part it's true because of the political problem of what do 

you do with those displaced on the farm in rural America. But nonetheless 

ehis problem of how do you build rural America and small towns which I sensed 

as a politician is now coming to the front and our growth center concept of a 

working alternative to megalopolis seems to be commanding increasing national 

attention. It projects the Department of Agriculture as a viable operation with 

a sch~ much broader than agriculture perre. This really shakes up many peop;J.e 

in the Department and certainly the Congress, but I believe it is vital, critical 

and very significant as matters are developing around the country. 

( 



Anyway I left the meeting which I attended all the morning considerably 

stiDiu.lated 'iW-d rolled back to ~he office to spread my wings on some other 

.progl:ems. I change problems like a chameleon changes its skin. The first 

one was cotton. 
. 

could go ahead 
. 

The President agreed the other day that we 
I 

.. . 
with the cotton program with skip-row. Then Charley Schultze got in the 

act •. He protested the estimated $50 .million more it would cost. He c~d 

the President about it. He suggested getting a letter from the key members of 

Congress that are for skip-row. The ;president vetoed that and suggested a 

' meeting by Schultze and myself. I vetoed that. Schultze ~rided up calling 

them himself -- then he tried to clear it with the President. The answer was 

no; .now we're scheduled to meet, the cotton Congr~ssmen, Schultze .and f8e1t 

with the President some time on Monday. Actually this may be all right. 

It delays the announcement I wanted to make, but it will be interest.ing to 

see the President put an arm on same of these people who are giving him so much
( 

trouble now on the tax increase bill and that are screaming econany so loudly. 

Again, whose ox is getting gored. 

After cotton, I turned my attention to international agriculture. 

I speak next Monday in New York to the International Supermarket Association 

and I'ni taking .this occasion to make a rather sha;pp attack on both the do-gooders 

who scretp;t we're not feeding enough people around the world and the doom~sayers 

who contend that we can't possible prevent world mass starvatio~ The language 

may be a ·little sharp, but I think it's timely for me to spell out that this 

great crusade to Win the war on hunger goes on and the fact that our ·ana.1¥tical ' 

study showed that the world had the capacity whereby the developed countries 

can feed the less developed with ·grain at least to the year 1980 doesn't by 

.. , any means mean that we don't have a serious problem. It's timely I thiµk for 

(: me to move back a bit into the international. area, I've l.et that cook a while, 
1 



particularly because I hope both Jane and I will be in Rome in November at 

the FAO. I'm worried about the FAO thing because we have not yet taken a 

position on the Director General. I talked to Dean Ruskroout that same weeks 

ago, but they continue, the State Department, to sit and do· nothing. I hope 

Sen wins -- Boerma nor Santa Cruz will not do the job. If we can get Sen for 

two years with an agreement that he will step out, it's time for someone from 

this country, a top person, to try and make some sense out of that Organization. 

The most interesting event of the last week was the Wednesday Cabinet 

Meeting. The Vietnam issue came into very, very sharp focus in this meeting. 

The President called on Rusk for his remarks as to major developments. Rusk 

emphasized as he has done before that we continue to maintain the initiative 

and make progress. He pointed out that in the opening of the U.N. in New York 

that not a single major minister had taken the initiative for private talks 

on the ceasing of bombing in Vietnam. He claimed that some had literally 

apologized for their public speeches. Af'ter his rather generaJ. and bland 

statements, the 11resident stepped in and asked Rusk and then McNamara some very 

pointed questions. The questions were: What is the relation of our National 

Security in Vietnam? What is theproblem in connection with u.s~ credibility? 

Why don't we negotiate? What is the situation re the effectiveness, the effort 

of the Vietnam troops? What about the enclave theory? What progress are we 

making in the civilian area? All of these questions, Rusk or McNamara answered 

and I must say very effectively. Rusk pointed out that our national security 

was involved. There was Communist infiltration in significant numbers in Laos 

and in Thailand. That in Indonesia if they had assassinated eight rather than 

six generaJ.s, it probably would have meant Communist domination. That there 

was a threat of 750 million Chinese and on1y 10 years for the other billion 

people in Asia to get ready to meet the threat of the billion pei!lple in China. 



~~r~~~~·:! 
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/. So fa.r as · credibility is concerned, he pointed out that the commitment ! in . 
( . / 

Vietnam began with . Kennedy and as the President said that the notes of/the 

.meeti~s of decisions that Kennedy made showed more than merely a passl ve 

interest but rather a major commitment. So far as negotiations are concerned, 
. . I 
tt was the same old story -- that we had t~ied in every way we can to negotiate, 

through every. instrumentality,-with no success. Incidentally George Ball 
S~'.r 

said to me last night at .siroaD • s, that the real problem was that in North 

Vietnam. war was a way of life, they've been at it for 25 yea.rs, and that 
~ I

Ho Chi ~-~had been exercised by Communists by having made a mistake of judg-

ment in the Geneva Court of 1954 and that when it was clear that the election 

was supposed to follow would not result and that in effect he had been snookered 

that that meant that they would no:t under any circumstances be willing to take 

a cluµlce again. So far as the bombing is concerned why the whole business of 

committing .our troops to be plastered with the whole enclave theory is thoroughly 

prepostrous. This came out rather clear. So far as the civilian side is con-

cerned the answer was that they simply had a lack of administrative apparatus 

to get things done, particularly in the country-side. As Dean Rusk put it, 

the old adage of Vietnam is that the custom of the village is more im.portant 

than the law of the king. So far as the fighting of the South Vietnamese are 

concerned it is spotty, but in the main the difficulty is leadership for the 

French had appointed aJ.l the officers and senior NCOs and therefore there was 

a great dif'ficul.ty in leadership, but that reeJ. improvement. was being Le and 

that the buddy system is being followed there with American tropps ~d i is 

working. I 
The conversation then turned to what the Cabinet could do and the 

. I 
President made sane strong statements as he repeatedly. does about the fact 

( he doesn't get the kind of support fran his ·Cabinet, such as Roosevelt got 
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;; . 
particuJ.arly from Ickes during that period. This is a frequent song. 

./: .. ( 
I picked it up right away· and said to him that I would like nothing better 

;t~l 
than to get in this act, but t~t I would strongly reconm~EHid that the 

· ~·:f 

State Department take the leadership. AB I put it, we should be the horses 

and they the riders. Joe Fowler agreed -- said they should be the .quarterback 
. I 

and we shou1d be the fullback• . · That they should send us two or three pages 

of material and that we would be prepared then to use it at our various 

appearances. The President seemed.. to agree wi~h some reserve. Later he 

dri~ed into the credibility gap question and pointed out that orie of the~: 
... : 

real problems was that the press kept jockeying us into the position where'" , I 

Defense·, State and the White House seemed to be contradicting one another. 

Hence, the credibility gap because we were not all consistent. It seerlied 

clear to me that what came out of this was the same old business that he is 

so concerned about consistency that he has not been willing to use the Members 

of the Cabinet. I don't know where we go from here. The next week on 

Tuesday night Rusk is going to have a stag fo~ the Cabinet, allegedly to 

review the Vietnam situation. Whether State will at long. last be willing 

to relax and use us and take a chance that we might not always say exactly 

what they want at press conferences following any statements we make remains 

to be seen. 

I saw the President ~er the Cabinet meeting to discuss particularly 
. I 

the cotton question. ~ mentioned to him that the Cabinet meeting was a fine 

one and that I wanted io get into this and he gave .me something of a i L ture 
. I 

on sane of the issues but did not go aJ.l the way and say ·what we should do. 

So probably we're not going to reall;y get turned loose atter _au. . . I . 

Another interesting factor in the Cabinet meeting_ was the presentation 

\ by Dick Helms, the head of the CJA• . He talked about the fact that we had 



not had any real measurable criteria to determine what goes on in Vietnam. 

He then went on to spell out for us some of the reasons why they thought 

we were making progress. One was that the Viet Cong are not attacking the 

revolu,tionary cadres which he deducted meant that they were being quite 

successfull He also referred to the system of hamlet evaluation which 

apparently had been instituted at McNamara's instance with a number of criteria 

something like a fitness report, setting down the actual status of various 

things in the hamlets. This has e;one on about 6 months now. It involves 

a number of criteria grated with three or four variations to measure the 

effectiveness of what's really taking place. Dick Helm seemed to be really 

quite ·enthusiastic about it, but McNamara interposed himself into it and said, 

"No, the time has not cane yet where we can real1y rely on this or use it 

because you can be certain that the press is going to do everything in their 

power to knock it down and you get again into the credibility gap problem." 

The President backed off a bit and more or le.ss agreed, and I think Bob is 

right. I hope they can get something however because the general pessimism, 

the overall attitude that things are not right and that we really aren't 

making progress is, I think, one of the most serious overall aspects of the 

entire situation. The Vice President confirmed this when he . said that he 

thought he had probably spoken more than almost anyone and the general pessimism 

was such that we were clearly on the defensive ~d needed to break out. As 

the Presidnt put it, when he arose at 6:00 o'clock in the morning and turned 

on the T-V for the next three hours he heard nothing but bad things • About 

that time he'd have to calJ. someone in to tell him what was really going on 

so he could have a bit of sunshine for the day. I don't know what we do 

about this. I must say that I am appalled with the T-V and Newspaper reports. 

It seems not only in Vietnam but here at home with the racial problems and 



the rest that the press and television go out of their wa;y to emphasize the 

negative. The accusations that they schedule, the radicaJ. Rapp Brown 

Stokley Carmichael appearances so that they will get maximum televisio~ time 

although denied I suspect are probably true. How do you live with th~s? 
Hope:f'ully the good sense of the American people will cane through but l he 

dinning, particularly of television, is a new dimension which sometimes shakes 

your confidence in f'ree speech. These guys just seem to be impelled with 

the· negative and the sensational and I wonder sometimes if we can continue 

·~ 
'. to tolerate it • 

Anyway, it was a stimulating and interesting Cabinet Session and I do hope 

they will turn us loose to take on the Vietnam fight. I'd like to get into 

it up to my eyeballs but we haven't been able to . do so so far. 

Well it's 12:35 and I guess I better head for bed. Jane is in Madison 

making a Food for Freedom speech, Connie is with her and I'm sure they will 
· l 

have a good time together. I'm going to try and stay home tomor~ow and work 

on the lawn, it needs mowing, fertilizer and grass seeds. That dam crapgrass 

has taken over again. I hope I can hold out and stay here but will have to 

wait and see. If I do it will be a major .miracle. 

Tomorrow night is the big Democratic Fund-raising affair. I'll have to 

go to it, hopefully I can leave in time to pick up Jane who is coming in at 

. - I •
10:00. We're scheduled to see the Redskins play Da1las on Sunday which will 

be delightful, and then ·on to another hectic week. The last six mon~~ have 
.. . I 

rea.ll.y been active -- what with ruraJ. areadwelo:pment tours, coIIDll.odity problems, 

agricultural problems, international agriculture and the whole s:cope. However., 

I've been feeling much better than .I deserve to feel; squ~ezing out ot y 5 to 

6 ·hours a night of sleep. However, I've been getting _in th~se squash games. 
:-., 



I played yesterda;y with Jim Reynolds and hurt my back so I had to postpone 

a game with McNamara today, but on balance I'm feeling pretty good and the 

scope and ramification of all these problems is a constant chaJ.lenge. I get 

frustrated trying to stay ahead of the paper but on the overall I guess if 

the pace were less and the demands didn't continue to grow and I didn't feel 

we were innovating and pioneering a bit that I wouJ.d be frustrated and 

bored which most emphatically at ~his point I am not. 

Sunday, October 8, 1967, at my desk at home. It's about time to close 

up shop. I leave at 6:00 in the morning for New York where I speak and 

then return promptly. I don't know why I accept some of these speaking 

engagements. They always look different in the future than when you face 

them. I've been shuffling paper here for several hours but not very energetically 

It's impossible to stay ahead of all the publications, reports, etc. 

\ . 



October 9, 1967 - 10:45 

I've finally gotten to my desk here. It's been one of those long days. 

I was up at 5:45 today to head for New York. Spoke today to the 

International Association of Chain Stores. I had agreed to do this a 

long time ago for Myer Marcus~ the Executive Vice President of Food Fair. 

I spoke mostly on the world food problem, with some rather harsh words 

to the "breast beaters" as I called them·, those who complain that when we 

aren't sending all we can produce to other countries around the world 

where there might be hungry people, we' re cruel and inhuman, and the 

"doomsayers" who feel what's the difference, the world's going to blow 

up for lack of food by 1975 anyway. 

After hopefully putting them in their place pointing out that only through 

self-help could we hope to meet this threat and stating the determination 

of the President and the Administration to be responsible and to slowly 

but determinedly meet the problem. I went on to make an appeal to the 

chain store executives assembled to invest in less developed countries 

and use their skills and administrative know-how. 

It seemed to be very well received. I sprinkled in a few stories that 

went well. The press conference was kinda flat. The speech was a little 

too general.· No real hard news. The radio, television, and press coverage 

were relatively uninformed, and so it wasn't a very satisfactory press 

conference. 

I returned promptly to the office, worked through a lot of paper work, 

( snatched a few minutes to see the Boston Red Sox win the fifth game of 

the World Series making it 3-2 now, and played squash with McNamara from 
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5:30 to 6:30. I was lousey. He beat me four straight and I couldn't even 

hit the ball. And then to the White House for a 6:30 meeting on cotton. 

The President had assembled House and Senate pro-skip-row advocates and we 

spent an hour and a half listening to them. He took it under advisement. I 

atn quite sure he will recommend it and in the meantime having gone through 

this charade he'll have a basis for bugging those who assembled who give 

him trouble on so many of the Administration bills. He seemed in relatively 

good spirits • 

I merely layed the problem on the table, said it would cost more but at his 

instance related that I had changed my earlier position and was for it. I 

might have bought a little good will myself. The cotton problem is a tough 

one, but he didn't beef too much about it, even though the current problems 

on taxes, spending, budget and the Congress is as rough as it is. 

Actually the only Congressman that was unfriendly really and kinda nasty 

was Jamie Whitten. I thought we were getting along better, but he came 

back to the whole old-saw about how we under law are mandated to set certain 

export targets and then to accomplish them by whatever means it took. 

Finally after he had repeated it about three times Ellender jumped in and 

s~id, how, how, how, how, how, and then, of course, Jamie backed off as 

he always does when it comes to a confrontation. 

On balance I think it probably turned out pretty well. I think I have been 

right in my judgment. Certainly I have over-ruled the entire Department, 

including Godfrey and Schnittker to get here, but I believe it is only 

sensible to use the best cultural practices,we need more cotton, and hardly 

sensible to fly in the face of almost unanimous opinion of the most articulate 
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people in the whole cotton business. 

Schultze will supposedly call the President, then me in the morning, an~ 

perhaps we have this miserable decision behind us and then we look forw ~d 

to the feed grains one which promises to be equally nasty. 

Got home about a quarter to nine. After a drink and visit and a relaxe1 

dinner and a very short nap, the evenings gone and I really should be going 

to bed, but I think I'll run through · tomorrow's mail quickly and then really 

will, for I slept poorly last night. Only ·apent about five hours in bed any-

way and my eyes were burning. 

October 10, 1967 - 11:45 p.m. 

I have just returned to the office fro~ a Cabinet Session at the State 

Department with Dean Rusk, Bob McNamara and Most of the Cabinet officials. 

This meeting grew out of the last official Cabinet meeting when the Presi-

dent suggested that the members of the Cabinet get together and discuss 

where we go from here with particular reference to Vietnam. 

It was, I think, the most revealing and useful meeting that I have participated 

in . since ! ·have been in Washington. Let me recount it. 

The discussion started on a relatively low level reviewing the place of 

- I
intellectuals in American political life. It focused in shortly where i t was 

intended to be on the current political situation, vis-a-vis, the electi on 

just over the horizon. The issue -was posed fairly shortly by Larry O'Brien 
. . . I 

who said, "Why should people vote for Lyndon Johnson?" This stopped mo't of 

,-, the members there. 



- 4 -

\ I made the point that the record clearly would call for his reelection, 

that the relative well-being of the overwhelming majority of the American 

people would mean his reelection drawing the parallel with Eisenhower in 

1956. Few in the Cabinet seemed to agree. I further made the point that 

the real political issue was Vietnam and that we had a case to make, that 

we needed to mobilize our forces and give resources and ammunition to those 

who would be willing to speak out, who were by and large intimidated today. 

The response to moving out was less than enthusiastic. Bob McNamara sat 

mute; Dean Rusk seemed to avoid the discussion. We moved into dinner and 

with a few drinks, we got closer to the issue at hand. 

Afteraa while it became rather to me, vis-a-vis, both Bob McNamara and Dean 

Rusk, that one of the reasons why, if not the reason, that the Cabinet and 

even the President had not more pointedly and effectively made the case for 

Vietnam was the concern about the hawks and that we would be pushed too far 

with the cataclysmic potential results of all out war. Thus we have been 

quite grounded. 

Again and again to the point of probably being offensive, I came back to what 

I donsider the primary issue. That we needed to bring the story to the 

American people of why we are in Vietnam and what it means. 

Dean Rusk responded again and again in terms of the opinion formers to whom 

he directed obviously most of his attention. He mentioned Fulbright, the 

New York Times, his bitterness at Galbraith, Schlespinger and Goodwin came 

through again and again. I was forced to the conclusion that in a sense 

( he was so deeply involved in the fight to win the argument that he weally 

was not paying much attention to the war. 
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tried to emp~asize that in a way the American people couldn't care less 

about the New York Times or the intellectuals. That we needed to get out 
. I . 

on the stump and to tell the story in terms that would reach the Americ~ 

people. He agreed to the extent that he acknowledged that he got good j ress 

when he got around the country, but if he repeated himself twice, he got no 
I 

::~:~:f::: :: :~::~~:~ w:::e::e::s:~g::e:~: :::: ::::: :::a::~in r o 

It's a good example, I f~ar, how those of us who make decisions and must 

defend them become so deeply involved in the argument that we forget how to 

reach the people out there. I must say that this happens to me too and today 

was a good illustration. 

This afternoon we had call on us the President of the Farmland Cooperative. 

This is the successor the CCF out of Ohio. It's one of the biggest co-ops 

in the country. They came in wanting to develop better relations with great 

friendliness, but as the conversation drew to a close, they remarked that 

they hoped the Department would be more for the farmer and not so much for 

the consumer. 

This triggered me i~to a long dissertation and debate about the lack of leader-
1 

ship in agriculture. What we had· done to raise farm prices, how we had passed 
. I 

farm bills, how phoney the consumer preference charge was, and how disastrous 

the failure of leadership was and how it threatened the farmers in Amell'ican 
I 

agriculture. 

I 
I'm afraid they walked out of here thinking I was a little .nuts. By the same 

token I left the State Department thinking that Dean Rusk Was. overly co,ncerned 

with Foggy Bottom and the New York Times. 
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In a sense the same thing is true of Bob McNamara. However, much less 

so. He was conscious of the over-all problem of reaching people, the 

need for limiting the issues to a few demonstrable areas, but he became 

almost as emotional about the problem of expanding the war and the danger 

of escalation and whetting the appetite of the hawks. So he responded much 

the same to the groups that had pressed him so hard and that had required 

answers and justification from him.· It is, I think, a part of the process 

and a limiting factor that all of us must watch very carefully indeed. 

John Gardner was, I thought, rather superb on all of this. He is a complete 

intellectual, but direct, sometimes blunt and quite incisive. I am impressed 

with him. He made the point that we are asking the American people to sup­

port a major national effort without giving them the kind of emotional 

justification that a little patriotism and a little more demonstrative 

support would allow. He questioned whether it was fair for us to expect them 

to support this tremendously important endeavor under these circumstances. I 

couldn't agree with him more. Joe Fowler agreed too. He felt we needed to 

zero in on the Vietnam issue very strongly and interpret it more effectively. 

I must say that outside of those two I had relatively little support for the 

point that we needed to join the issue more strongly on Vietnam. I repeated 

my point, as I say, probably more than useful, although when it closed off I 

think it had had an impact far beyond the opening discussions. 

As I emphasized to Dean Rusk, what goes on in Washington seldom reaches the 

American people. I illustrated this by the Korean War particularly and also 

by the Joe McCarthy epic when Washington was up-ended but the people in 

Minnesota were little affected. 
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In the course of the discussion Dean Rusk made the point that Eisenhower 

and the Republicans, a number of them, were pinned and would stand behind 

our position in Vietnam. I emphasized strongly that this was nonsense, that 

they would back, fill, and qualify and would support their political party 

which would be anti-Vietnam the further we moved into the election. 

Rusk made mention of Truman telling.him that it was necessary politically to 

bring John Foster Dulles into the Department of State. I think I devastated 

that one by pointing out what Dulles then did in the Republican Platform 

and campaign of 1952 when he completely exorcised Truman and the whole 

Administration using his enhanced prestige from having been a part of that 

Administration to write a devastating platform plank and join in a vitriolic 

completely political unconscionable attack on our whole position in Korea. 

Larry O'Brien agreed;- Joe Fowler agreed. I told Dean Rusk that if he · expected 

to get anything out of the Republicans he better get them in now and get 'em 

signed in blood. Everybody clamored that that was impossible, and I agreed 

and said, let's not kid ourselves about the Republicans. 

Larry O'Brien continued skeptical. I tried to bug him asking why he was so 

pessimistic, making my point that the Administration's domestic record would 

stand on itself, that as in 1956, if we could take care of Vietnam the 

relative well-being of the American people would be such that they would not 

want to trade it for an unknown quantity in any possible candidate for Presi­

dent on the Republican Ticket. 

Early in the evening that position seemed to be challenged. Later on it 
( 

seemed to be more accepted. · 
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The biggest dove in the group somewhat surprising_was Stew Udall. He 

seemed to be disturbed by the fact that hi~ brother is moving from a pro-

Administration viewpoint in Vietnam to a more neutral position. He was 

clearly shaken up by this and made the point that we must have s~e great 

exhibition of some kind reiterating our dedication to peace and our efforts 

towards an agreement and settlement in Vietnam. He further predicted that 

the Republican nominee was likely and almost certain to be Rockefeller, and 

how tough. he would be. That we must plan accordingly for that was the worst 

possible contingency. 

No one argued that. Rockefeller certainly will be t~ugh, and I think there's 

quite a likelihood that he may be the Republican nominee. 

Udall also went way off on the question of program and budget and being shot 

down by Joe Califano, Charlie Schultze, and Gardner Ackley. The expressions 

about domestic program and the confusion involved in the budget and spending 

problem was echoed with some bitterness by Bill Wirtz and to a less ext·ent by 

John Gardner. 

After some refl~ction on this, it more or less coalesced with a kind of fuzzy 

agreement that we had to postulate hope and continued progress to great ends 

in our domestic programs. 

I sought to make a point that we had made enormous progress, that we could 

emphasize that progress and that we could paint pictures of the future at 

the same time acknowledging we couldn't go as fast as we would like to 

because of budget-fiscal-Vietnam problems. Joe Fowler entered in with con-

siderable emotion and I think rightly so, that the wors·t possible pi>s ture · 

( .. 
.... 

we could be in in the elec~ion would be a raging inflation of 5 to 10 percent with 

.. ~, . 
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all the erosion of spending power by the American people; that would be 

a really top flight issue for the Republicans. 

No one could really disagree, although again the Gardners, Udalls, and 

Wirtz's expressed frustration at the tight rein to which they are subject 

and again because it came through Califano, Schultze, and not too good a 

coordination or forward planning out of the White House. 

In terms of domestic issues, there was considerable emphasis on law enforce­

ment, on safety in the streets as one of the big issues. Fowler, even Gardner, 

McNamara, landed a bit on Ramsey Clark on the grounds that the law enforcement 

program had not made a very effective case. That rather it seemed that pro­

tection of the rights of the criminals had gotten precedence over the pro­

tection of the rights of people, and that Reagan and other Republicans had 

rather taken the initiative successfully on this one. 

Clark didn't make his case very well. He was very quiet, as was Sandy 

Trowbridge. They are both new in the Cabinet and were not very aggressive, 

although Sandy tried to get in once and a while with some points. Ramsey 

was pretty mute. 

Ironically Joe Fowler made the point that one of our law enforcement problems 

had international political overtones and that he had been thwarted by the 

State Department, to wit, not vigorous enough action had been taken to keep 

narcotics out of Turkey. The point was made that this was a cash crop for 

the Turkish farmer and he turned to me with the allegation somewhat faciously 

that cash crops were not an all important political influence in this country, 

to which I ironically agreed. 
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There was a lot of repetition, interruptions and round about in the · 
I 

course of it, but it was really the most stimulating, pointed and meaning-
•.. ··l 

ful evening that I have had since I have been in Washington. Tentatively 

a date was set for a rerun. 

Several times McNamara and I summarized what needs to be done, to wit, 

that someone needed to review and land on the key domestic issues and develop 

a strategy to carry them forward. I made the point to Dean again as I have 

previously that the State Department ought to call the signals, determine the 

times and place and how, and mastermind a massive national campaign to buck 

up our people in regard to Vietnam and why it was ~ight and why we must con­

tinue it. 

At the conclusion of the meeting, Dean indicated that they would work out some-

thing that10uld meet my urging. There was a little joshing and a little 

kidding about my being a mean, tough guy. I ' hope this was in good humor. 

It seemed to be generally favorable and not deprecating, although it's hard 

to be sure. 

I may have talked too much, but I must say that there's no doubt in my mind 

in conclusion that we need to organize this, that we need to assume the worst 

in terms of Presidential candidates, that we need to limit our attack on 

domestic politics, that we must ·avoid inflation and still hold out hope for 

future developments, and that we must recognize Vietnam as the large and 

compelling issue, assume that it will not get better in the coming year and 

prepare to carry it to the American people and not let ourselves flound~r in 

a continuingly more bitter debate with a handful of intellectuals, with a few 
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members of Congress and with the New York Times and a few publications. 

As I said again and again, they may be important but Democratic candidates 

have always won over the opposition of the newspapers and particularly the 

editorial page. 

All of this tied into a call I had from the President today in which he com­

mented on my statement before the television cameras following a gathering 

at the Democratic National Conunittee designed to promote the big Democratic 

Fund Raising Dinner last Saturday. The press had landed hard on Alan Boyd 

on the grounds that some transportation lobbyists had been at an earlier such 

meeting. Jane had rather encouraged me not tog> saying I shouldn't stick my 

neck out on the somewhat pressure business of fund raising. I felt I should. 

When I drove up in front of the Democratic National Committee I was met by 

a supernumerary who told me the television cameras were in the hall, and recom­

mended that I should go up a back entrance. I thought a moment and decided 

that was bad tactics, went up the front elevator, told the television people 

to hold their water, that if they wanted to hear from me, wait until the 

gathering was over, and I'd have my say. 

I went in, made some pointed comments about the President's record, the farm 

record, shook hands around, and left in about 10 minutes. I told the cameras 

that I was proud to be there, proud of the President's record, proud of the 

Democratic Party, was happily engaged in trying to raise funds for what I 

considered a top cause. In response to the question did I think it was 

improper, I said I wouldn't be there if I thought so. 
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This was prominently played on national television. A number of people 

mentioned it to me very favorably, that I had no hesitation in resolutet y 
··'·., 

and proudly stated the case. The President mentioned this and then urged 

that I should get out around the country. 



October 10, 1967, 7:55 p.m. It's now about time to cal.lit a. day
) . 

once again. It's been a. long evening grinding a.way at this desk -- the 

same la.st night. This was to have been a. fairly light week for la.st week 

I canceled 'JfJ9' New England Tour. Immediately other things swept in to fill 

up the time and then sane. j . 

Tomorrow I'll join with three other qabinet officers to testify a.ge.~_nst 

protectionist measures which are to be heard before the Senate Finance .Com-

mittee. There is a current drive to bring together quota laws on steel, 

watches, ·meat, dairy, textiles :;and 011·, add thereby to severely cut ·back 

our imports. I'm going to hit it hard. I ·think I've got good testimony, 

which points ou.t that our exports are twice as great as our imports and we' re 

foolish to act in a sweeping manner. I'm goi~ to emphasize that we're 

prepared to act when our producers really are being damaged, but to do so 

carelessly or loosely is a great disservice. It'll be interesting to see 

how it goes. 

The following dq I testify before the Senate Government Reorganizat.ion 

Conmittee on the Moss bill to canbine the Forest Service, the Water Functions 

of SCS, with Interior and the Corps of Engineers in a new Natural Resources 

Department. My main thrust here is that the current efforts to build town 

and country to ca:rry f'o~d the President's concept of creative Federalism 

would be thwarted by turning these programs which have become so indigenous 

with local efforts and local people and local. comnunity developn.ent and 

programs over to Interior which is basically a national. and regional or.tented 
.. 

Department. I'm then going to ·pu11 a kind of cute one and suggest that if' 

Congress is going to insist on combining agencies they wouJ.d be wise to 

send the BIM, Park Service, Game and Fish over to Agriculture. Interior may 

( ) ·· scream about this. It will ·be interesting to see what they do or s~. They 
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a.re proceeding very cautiously on it and the Bureau of the Budget is taking 

a neutral. position. 

October 20, 1967, 2:25 in the of'f'ice. I just returned a f'ew moments ago 

from Syracuse, New York, where I spoke to and had a shirt sleeve session with 

the members of' Agwa:y Coop• . This is the biggest cooierative in the country 

and a very interesting and exciting one. They a.re in a host of' service, 

production, and distribution activities, with many hundreds of millions of' 

dollars of' business yearly. The re;i.at:tonship between the dif'f'erent subsidiarj" 

cooperatives, and in some cases private corporations, is fascinating. They 

~ demonstrate that farmers get a fair return when they not only produce 

but handle
1 

process and · sell as well. They were most urgent that I cane up and 

very, very gracious. We had a small dinner meeting last night f'or their 

Board in which they honored the Extension Directors in the States where they 

do most of their business. Ed Fallon, the QElneral Manager was on the President's 

Food and Fiber Conmission. He did not side with those who expressed my view­

points and he is quite conservative and so I was rather surprised that I was 

invited so strongly and treated so royally. The reason came out at breakfast 

this morning when the Chairman of' the Board, President and himself, together 

with their General. Counsel outlined their activities and then informed me they 

were deeply concerned about an anti-trust action pending against them. They 

need same help. Hence, all the attention. That may be a little cynical. but 

it was a considerable part of' it. I'm going to try and help them for it would 

appear to me that they are not in violation. Certainly they are not acting 

predatorily and the mere fact they are becoming 1arge ought not to be enough 

to run an anti-trust action against them. Ar.ryway I'm going to have a meeting 

this afternoon with our legal people and Have Angevine and.take a look at it. 

I was glad to get this exposure. It's quite an operation. 



Then I spoke to their annual meeting, some 4000 to 5000 people, in a 
.. . 

tremendous auditorium. I enjoyed it. The boys thought I spoke· too long, 

but I had a well preps.red manuscript which I had worked over enough so that 

I did not need to read it. I reviewed farm prices and incc;mie past, pre~ent, 

and future, and made a strong statement· in favor of our farm programs. I 

even cited the l'ood and Fiber Commission, quaJ.ifying by sqing.that my words 

might not reflect exactly what Ed Fallon had in mind, he could speak for 

himself. 

I also ma.de a strong Vi.etnam statement which they l:ls tened to apparently 

warmly and certainly not critically. 

Then on to the airplane and back here. The question and answer period 

was not as long as I had hoped, only about 4o minutes, for I had spoken cla;e 

to 50, but it was well received. This answering technique works extremely 

well. I seldan get hung mn a question I c&n!-t answer, and the mere fact that 

I stand up there and take the questions creates a very positive response fran 

the audience_•.:.: I closed this one off and got a big laugh when I said that I've 

gotten -a note tran your program director that it's time for me to close and 

no longer take questions because you h8.ve a business meeting to conduct. Then 

I added, I want to make it clear to you that I'm not running out on you -- you're 

running out on me. All in all I thought . it was quite worthwhile. 

I went up yesterday af'ternoon and met with their Central New York Planning 

Agency. This encanpasses 5 counties with Syracuse as the center. It's interesting 

and novel, both because it reaches throughout all of the 5 counties, including 

the total rura1 area in them .and not just the metropolitan area, a~d al.so because 

there is a program call.ed "Mid.nay" which is an e:f'tort by ktension to tie in 

w1th this Planning function and to educate people throughout the area about the . 
. . 

plans and the process to cz:eat~ the understanding and support necessary to 



further action in preparing and implementing a plan. I was a little disappointed 

that the planning wasn't further a.long than it is. They have only $501 000 and 

basical.ly are waiting for Federal money. 

Then I met with the Technical Action Panel there and was very encouraged 

by it. Ba:Cthly Beach, our FHA Director is a good man and is moving in strongly. 

It woul.d appear that the other Agencies and local agencies as well are pitching 

in in pretty good shape. I was especial.ly pleased at the response of the 

Executive Director of the State ASCS Camnittee '.'fhO outlined how they approached 

the assignment of reaching the poor in their section of Appalachia with land 

improvement programs. As he put it, he didn't know what would happen when he 

approached the hard bitten ASCS elected camnitteemen and tried to telJ. them 

to go out and help the person up the road who they would contend, and in some 

cases rightly so, were in bad shape because they spent too much time in the 

local gin mill. He ended up by saying that it ·had worked surprisingly well, 

that 75 ou~ of 150 Camnitteemen had pitched in and then told a couple of success 

stories of people they bad moved successtully fran marginal h1lJ. farms into 

decent valley farms. He described it as an enormously gratifying personal 

experience and I was touched with it. All in all, it would appear to me that 

our Technical Action Panel approach is beginning to work. Again I had ,people 

from Labor, HUD, and OEO and they seemed to be ·turning to the TAPs b~cause 

tluly is real.ly the best machinery to get a job done. I'm going to have a 

meeting here in a few moments on the Rural Urban Balance Symposium.• . Monday 

I got a nasty memorandum from Bob Weaver complaining in the strol)gest language 

about .the use of the word "balance". None of the other Cabinet members seem 

to give a darn. .Humphrey indicated he thought this was a l~t of nonsense. 

Weaver contends that .there was an agreement among us not to use that word and 
-( . 

. 
~ he insists that I adhere to it. Well, there wasn't. It was agreed it wasn't 
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the most satisfactory term, but it was not determined that we should not 

use the phrase. I've been cogitating a.11. week as to what best I can do.· 
. 

On the one hand I can ignore it and just go about my business. It's hard 

6o tell what Weaver woul.d do -- the worse he can do would be withdraw HUD fran 

participation and that would resul.t in sane very unfortunate publicity. 

could write him and tell him we've got to go along or insist that he come up 

with same new phrases which he hasn't done. Or, I coul.d go se~ him. I .gather 

that the boys here are recamnending .that I change the name somehow so we can 

avoid any serious problems. I suppose I'll have to. We do need to get along. 

Weare working increasingly closely with mm and .should in these new programs 

and with our new thrust. On the other band I r.eal.ly bate to have to give in 

to such nonsense; however, Weaver is, I'm sorry .to say, strictly limited and 

certainly the most limited man in the C&binet. .One of the boys fran the National 

Planning Association said to me this morning .tba.t ·weaver was a housing developer 

1 . and didn't raise his -~any further than that. That's probably about it. 

October 22, 1967 -- 9:30 a.m. at home. It's a beautiful. fall Sunday 

morning. I'm the only one up. Mike has his friends w1th him from Rutgers. 

The boys are just stirring. Jane is sleeping. This has been a perfectly 

magnificent fal.l day after a rather rainy, crummy week. I'm going to do sane 

yard work with Mike and we'll listen to a couple of pro football games before 

he goes back to Rutgers. He came in Friday night and things have been p·retty 

hectic around here , with two boys fran Cornell, Nancy here for dinner with 

Mike and Connie on Friday, and last night one of the Cornell boys had his 

girl, Connie and Mike. Mike got his schedul.e kind of screwed up and we had 

a rather wild time. Anyhow, it's great to have him back and things are sure 

tumbling around here. 
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Yesterday was a most interesting day. I had planned to Stfl\V' home, 

and late Friday I called the President to ask him if I might make a tenta­

tive announcement abou~ a P.L. 480 pa~kage to India so we cou1d have ' a favor-

able impact on the grain market as quickly as possible. He told me to go 
. . I 

ahead and then called back and said he wanted to talk about it. In the 

process I told him of my speech ·at Syracuse and that after a strong statement 

on Vietnam I was surprised that there were no questions on that but rather 

q~estions on agricu1ture. He gave me then quite a statement about what we 

needed to Sfl\V' and why and how, and then said "Cane and have lunch tanorrow" 

that he was lunching WithSouvanna Phouma. I of course was delighted to do 

so. Then we had a caJ.l f'ran the White House for me to be there at 11:00 

to see the President and at 11:15 to talk feed grains. I was there at 11:00 

somewhat disappointed because with the lovely day and the boys home I wanted 

to stQ" here. The President came in shortly after I was there and we went · 

out to the Rose Garden where as it turned out .I spent most of the da\Y• It 

was a perfectly. magnificent day. The Rose Garden is lovely. The flowers 

this time of the year are fall flowers -- golds, dark browns, and different 

shades .in between. The sky was blue -- the sun was warm. There wasn't a 

cloud. The grass was magnificently green and rolling as it is in the White 

House Grounds. The flag was snapping over the Mansion section. All in all 
·~ 

1 

it was a scene one can't forget and you couldn't help but revel in it. 

The first thing the President + to hand lDe a statement f'ran a State 

Chairman in Nebraska about the general elect~on situation and attached to it 

a letter from a farmer there sQ'ing that farmers woul.dn't vote again for 

Johnson. I enclose a cow of this letter. ~ase~rit.c.fn my diaryJ What 

do we do about this, he -said. I don't· know where all the numbers come from 

where I'm concerned. I don't see any rich farmers. I just looked at t~e 
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August 10, 1967 
I. 

• I I 
. .. . .. . 

· John c. Mitche+l, Chairman•. . 
·Nebraska Democratic Party . . . 
.Jl+ Anderson Bldg.
Lincoln, Nebr. 68508 

. .~

I Dear ·Sir: 
t : .. Having made a life work in agriculture and related
I fields I find it difficult to become enthused about thel ·. coming election in 1968 with farm prices now 11% below. 
! 

last year. With the net farm income for 1947 being 17.1·i .billion dollars and now 20 years later, by USDA's ownI 

lI admission, based on the first six months of 1967, the . 
. . 

. l 
i . national net farm income is 14.8 billion dollars for the: 

·year of 1967. I need not remind you that many prices, :. ·l especially grain, have fallen sharply during the first 
I six months and more . so just re~ently. 
I" 
I . The poultry industry has been taken out of the fa~i : . . 

\;• • I. hands by the large corporate structures many years ago. ! .... . ~ cattle industry is now controlled by the big commercial co 
: cerns or corporations, owned mostly' by the rich an9. prof·es . ... sional people of this country. The hog industry is rapidl 

,. going to large confined operations and due to their costs, 
which are prohibitive to the family farm, will be in a f ew 
short years exclusively controlled, like the cattle busi-

. ness is now. This leaves only the grain production for the 
!· family farm. 

, i~ 

~: The farmers were asked to increase their corn produc­F. tion · by 8% and wheat production by 30%, you would have to .t,: 
~~ . be blind to not know what happened to the wheat grower. 
,·. For the corn producer last year in this area, corn right . 

from the combine out· of the field and · carrying consider- . 
able moisture, was bringing over $1.25 a bushel. This 

.Year prices have already plummeted and this same market 
will be below 90¢. That is the thanks that the farmer 

"l' receives for producing as aske~ by the administration. 
j:. l. 

?·;.. . Subsidies which are being made and are-appearing in 
· -. the papers will ~o longer pacify the farmers. Why don't 

~ "Ct they publish subsidies on the . railroad, airlines, buses and 
.. ~ ·•' · · · · .'. · · shi~s? You only read about farme.rs subsidies, which are 

.. . 

t • 

' ~· .F f ~ 
l '!. !' 

:. . 
•,~ i· 
' 
1 I 
j' .. 
j 

. I 
· 1 . 

: . ~ . : . 
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".". · u'sed ·to shame the farmers into taking less willingly1 in 

· ·.· 

fa~t, these are consumer subsidies with the p~blic only
paying 18% of their earned income for food, the lowest· in 

· the world, this is .ridiculous. The 300 million railroa4 

. .. ~. 

rate increase is known 
million. 

as going to cost agriculture 150 .: 
I ·· 1r ,· 

l' · · ·. . - . , ..... :· I talked to my go0d friend, Paul Petersen, at Sew~ rd, " ·1. 
\ . :: :· .· ·. Nebraska, who for 17' consecutive years attended Tlie Jefferson-
J . ~ -. ·. ·: ;' .· Jackson Day Dinner and ·this year did not . attend.· He is a ·down 
:> · . . '. . . · heartened and ·disgusted farmer and says he is going to vote 

. Republican. next election, regardless of who they run. · This .. 
··.• · is the feeling you find pr.atty much over the mid-west and 
· wi1ih President Johnson's cheap. food policy the farmers ~eel .. · l 

that t _hey have been double., _double-.crossed. . · · ..· .. , 

.. .. _,. : :.'·( I have been a Democrat all of my life and am willing .. 
· · to put my money where my mouth is, but I · personally feel . · · 

· · . · that in Nebraska we had better save our money, because w.e 
· are just wasting our time in the 1968 election. 

"I . We are going to see violent riots .by the farmers be-
.·. I {. fore the spring thaw. This is an inside tip for you, as I 
· I \ .· happen to be in the know as to what is coming, you may in-

1 L.. · form your friend Pres~dent Jo~nson ~f this. . . . 

I · · . · I have heard that some Democrats propose that Joh~son 
. : . 1· . . : retire so that we can have someone else run in his pla·ce .. 'J. .· for 1968, I whole heartedly endo.rse this thought. 1· 

· !! .~.. It has taken some courage to write this letter a n~ 
·! · ·: speak out. There are some simple answers to problems in 

agriculture and mostly cost free to the Government, some 
that I personally know of that will work, but I know that 
they do not want the answer. 

Yours very truly., 
,....· ·. : :·· 

~4~>t~ ~ . 
J hn Thor, Chairman 
S ANTON COUNTY DEl~OCRATI' C 

COMMITTEE . 



statement from my ranch this morning and I'm going in further and further. 

My costs are going up on everything I ~uy. I can 1t keep my labor -- they 

are going to town -- I had six, i have only two now. I wouldn't have j . 

those two if they didn't have a very lucrative pfof'it sharing arrangement 

in sane other enterprises. We've got to do something f'or these farmers. Then 

he went on to ask me what about· it. I told him it las a typical statement, 

that it represented f'ar too widespread attitude that it was rea.l.ly a response 

to a dislllus ionment f'ran last year's high point to this year's low point. 

I told him I thought our farm programs were working the way we intend them to 

· work, that they have their ups and downs. This year we had to absorb this 

tremendous increase in production. I pointed out to him how production has 

increased in every single item you cou1d mention where prices were down sane, 

pointing out that hogs and ·cattle were pretty good, and dairy was a little 

better than last ~ar. About that time he hollered f'or Ma.rvl Watson and the 

other people to disuuss the f'eed grain guestion. It was now close to a quarter 

to twelve. He also showed the impatient side of' his nature that I'm sure 

results in many people being highly critical of' him as he demanded very impatiently 

that he shou1d have a telephone out there with him,that he wanted some cream 

f'or his chapped. and sore hands, why hadn't the other people come sooner, why 

bad.n' t Marv Watson brought them out, and when he was informed the Vice President 

wasn't there yet he said we can't wait f'or him forever and he genera.l.ly had 

people jYlJ1ping around rather wildly. 

Charley Schultze and DeVier Pierson came in, the Vice President a moment 

later and the discussion on f'eed grains 'took place. The President didn't want 

to talk about $1.10 which was the recommendation we were making and with 

- Schultze opposing he focused the conversation on $1.15. He expressed his con­
r . , •' 

cern. again al:>out farmers and farm income. He expressed a de~inite feeling 
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( . · which Humphrey strongly shared and that settles this one, that whatever 

we a.re going to do about increased incanes, or actions to bring them - abou~, 

should be . done now and not next year. As the President said, people a.re making.......1 

up their minds now. He r~ferred to an 87 to 13 poll in the Minnesota poµ. 

in Minneapolis. He stated that all the decisions people were bring.ing to him 

were ones that .made enemies and · not friends. He related again to Charley 

Schaltze that we needed to do sanething for Agriculture and' that he ' and 

Ackley were always deciding against it, that they were in favor of poverty 

programs and for labor and for Negroes and for all that kind of thing, but 

they weren't ~r:..f'armers, and that farmers should get same attention too, 

and that he would have to send Sbhlltze out to really do same work and learn 

what it was like to be a farmer. This in a somewhat jocuJ.ar vein but a little 

cutting edge to it, and then he turned to Humphrey and myself in tiu;.t are 

pseudo kidding wa;y of his and said, and if you fellows would get out ~ do 

sanething to tell people about the Admtfmi stration and what we' re doing and 

travel around the country a little bit wey you might be able to turn this 

a.round, instead Humphrer is off to Saigon, Freeman is o'ff to Rome and in the 

meantime nobody is carrying the message here. Then he turned to me and said 

that when ~ ·made the feed grain announcement we should make it somewhere in 

a dramatic setting in the Midwest in a great farm group where we could command 

a ·maximum attention and 1·x should be out there with those farmers until the 

manure was squeezing up between my toes. About this time he got the word 

that Souvanna Phouma was waiting and so he took off. I stood there for a 

minute discussing this whole thing with Humphrey who came down solid on increas-

ing the loan rates, although he did not know too much abou~ the facts that 

make up the program. Incidentally in the course of this did.cussion iitcreased 

costs came into being. I felt k;ind of sorry for Charley Schultze. He was 
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arguing against an increase to $1.10 based .on the fact it would cost $50 mil-

lion which are numbers which he got f'ran us. I didn't agree for I felt we 

would get the price abO'll8 the loan if' the program worked as we designed it 
. I 

to short the market enough and therefore in the short run it wouldn't increase 

costs any more than the increase f'ran app~ng a higher loan level in the 

f'ormu1a for payment for the diverted acres. But when the Presi~ent jumped 

it up to $1.15, I myself' had to back off and say well now I've got to take a 

look at that • . At $1.15 it could have sane effect on the diverted acres 

program by assuring the price at a level where farmers would not cane into 

the program and we could end off' worse off' than we are ~. Well, he said, 

bruskly, get me a paper on this then and get it promptly. I ca.Jied John 

Schnittker. We have that ·one in the .mill. F~ankl.y, I'm not sure about it 

yet ~elf', but the more I t~ about it the more I think we ought to go 

ahead ·and move it up. It would will be 'Below our target. As f'a:r as market 

price farmers would appreciate it, it would provide a floor next year regard­

less of' what happens. And so I'm going .to try to get sane way to do this. 

Rice c~ into the picture too, and he asked about rice· and why we didn't 

have more rice. I told him we had had enough rice, but we didn't want too 

·much rice and that we had proceeded with sane caution. When I told him that 

a rice pi-ogram clearly would cost $8o to $ioo million mor~ because cf def'iliitely 

producing more rice, not less, and it meant shipl!>ing it out of' the field 

for AJJ) he wasn't so excited. I aJ.so told him he would be getting pressures 

to inc~ase the lc:>an rate on rice, that thi~ was one area .where i felt they 

were doing extremely well the wa:y it is and I hesitated to do that. We must 

get a good rice memo to him pointing out alternative costs, _including those 

costs if' we increase the loan rate, and I think be able to resist that, 

which will be made harder as will be setting the peanut loan rate ·. if we 
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increased the feed grafn level as I think he plans to do. Af'ter a bit 

of conversation with Schultze and DeVier Pierson I went over to the on 

and up to the President's quarters where he was sitting in the drawing 

room with Souvanna Phouma,his daughter, McNamara and Vance, Walt Rostov 

Bill Bundy, Dean Rusk, the Vice President and myself-. I'm sure those 

State Department typeiwondered what in the .dickens I was doing there . 

The President made a statement in his Press Conference, that is George 

Christian did, that he had called me in to discuss rice with Souvanna 
:~ . . 

Phouma. Actually, he called me in to give me a little more background, a 

kind of a dividend from my speech on Frid.a:y which was widely reporte4 

which according to Humphrey had pleased the President very mu.ch. 

Arryway we sat around and talked through an interpreter which is al.ways 

clumsy. I didn't get much out of it. We then went into lunch add I didn't 

get much out of that ei~her. 

Phouma' s daughter is quite attractive, speaks fluent ·English, had spent 

sane time at Harvard apparently, ~nd is active in their Government. There 

was a bit of ta.J.k. about rice, the new wheat strains, what it means. The 

President asked a f'ew questions about agricu1ture, mostly we got in a kind 

of a kidding session where hv.Wa,s .riding Bob McNamara a~it because the latest 

attack on Hanoi mentions Rusk, the President and Rostow, as the prime hawks 

and leaves out McNamara. He a.lso teased McN~a about McCarthy. Apparently 

McCarthy has had sane contacts with McNamara. McNamara sai~ that was a 

Humphrey-FreemB.n responsibility and so it went. AJ.l in ell. it wasn't a 

particularly exciting event. It appears that Souvanna Phouma thinks eeeall.ee 

a pause in banbing might be necessary, but he emphasizes very, very .'Strongly 

the importance of our place and our part in Southeast Asia. He would like 
. -

bcmibing directed a bit :inore_to invasion routes and probably a little ·less to 
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North Vietnam. I suspect this is the attitude of a lot of them .when you get 

down to it.-

The President asked to see McNamara for a while and Rusk, so I asked 

llunphrey if he wouldn't visit with me a minute and we went back out to the 

Rose Garden. I asked him primaril.y how we can orchestrate the public rela-

tions of the .farm situation now. He volunteered that he thought my personal 

pasition was vastly improved over a year ago when he thought I was in serious 

trouble, that farmers generally now' thought that I was trying. He eIDrPhasized 

that he thought we ought to go ahead with thes·e programs even if they did 

cost money which we couJ.d do with Canmoditfredit Corporation financing. He 

was, as alwtQ"s, strong on making P.L. 48o go further and maktng the right 

noises $.bout ~ing it. He, I think, is not· at all convut_sed that our re1spons.i­

ble position on P.L. 48o is a sensible one and that we ought to tune up that 

song. I'm not sure about that. He said he had been having excellent relations 

with the President lately, breaJafasts, lun~es, and long taJ.ks -- that he had 

talked with the President on the phone this morning an hour and a half, and 

he said the President was very pleased with me and what I was doing. He smiled 

and said you know when a,nybody attacks those a.round him why he really pl.ants 
\ . 

his feet and goes to fight for them • . He said that is one of his great traits. 

And it is. He said the President had camnented that I was a fighter, that I 

should be used more, that ge~erally he was very, very favorable. All that is 

good news and confirms what he had told ·sane Senators last week. So it is 

good to have a little assurance. We we.re about ready to break up and llunphrey 

to go to make a recording when out came the President with Averell Harriman. 

He sat down and indicated he expected us to st&¥ and then began to review the 

overall fore~gn policy situation with Averell and what .he thought about Vietnam. 

\ Averell tlubd that he thought progress had been made there and camnented that 

the election held and the institution of .a Govermnent of Vietnam in that country 
.... 



was extraordinary UD:der all the circumstances, but it was his judgment that 

we should pla.n for a pause in the bombing again. That we shouJ.d try and 

organize to get a maximum pressure on Viet:nain by other countries while that 

pa.use was under wa:y, and that we should do what we could to further negotia-

tions between the new Government and the national. liberation front in Vietnam. 

Humphrey was in complete 88I'eement on this. The President mostly listened. 

He camnented .on the bombing pause by Sey"ing that it hadn't done a:ny good 

before, that he ·was fearful. that t~t simply meant that you made · the people 

that are now with you on Vietnam, the hawks, .angry so they would sa:y, what's 

the use this fellow isn~t going to do the job anyway, arid the doves keep right 

on going the direction they' re going. Harriman and Humphrey didn't argue about . : . 

that but said that in their judgment they felt that :politically it was going 

to be necessary and that it ought to be timed with the right occasion and they 

guessed that probably that would be right around Christmas and time. 
l- I 

About then the President 1eft to issue ·a press release and I guess to sign a 

bill and told us to wait and a discussion with Humphrey and Harriman rolled a 

bit. It was interesting. First they both felt strongly that there might be 

:possibilities of getting the new Government to expl.ore with the national 

liberation front any :possible arrangements given the split of families and 
• l 

·;,; 

people on all sides of Vietnam they ~hought that might ·have :possibilities. 
. . 

Then t~·felt that the other countries around the wo~ld should be .tied in when _ 

a pa~e comes so they will be able to put sane pressure on Hanoi to do something 

a.bout real. negotiations at such a pa.use. The President was noncomittal a~out .. 

aJJ. this. I asked Humphrey and Harriman while he was gone why we did so poor~ 

in the propaganda. battle and they simply related the old saw that the press · 

wants to report negative and not be :posit~ve. Harriman pointing out ho~ a . 

recent surrender t>O 25 Nazi Vietnamese which pad b~en released as information(_ 
had been totally ignored by the press, and not used anywhere. We a.lso discussed 



a little bit the question of further banbing of North Vietnam, particularly 
I 

the dikes which apparently would resu1t in literally inundating ~o.st of ,the 

countryside including all of Hanoi.· They 881'eed that this was a frightfu.l 

thought but given the wa:y this goes that might be necessary, too. 

The Preside~t then came back and our conversation continued, ranging 

rather widely. I was interested in his comments on Fulbright. He pointed 
-

out with some .force that Fulbright had voted no on minimum wage each spep 

of the wa:y, that he had al.WS¥S been against everything ' that 

Ful.bright had a definitely conservative voting record, that he was a small 
-· 

town Arkansas boy despite the fact that he had gotten his education, or a 

lot of it, in Europe. The President said that Fulbright had on one occasion 

lhen he was having a discussion with him and had asked Fulbright why he was 

so against Vietnam, Fu1bright just said to him they' re not our kind of people, 

and then with reaJ. vehemence the President said that means what Fulbright 

is really stcy'ing is nigger, nigger, nigger. It was clear that what the Presi-

dent meant and what he detested was the fact that Fulbright basically was 

anti-racial. and as such was no liberal. and yet he got the kind of accolades 

he does fJ:mm liberal. circles. About this time there was sane noise and the 

President .got up and said cane aJ.ong. We walked across the White House grounds 
. . 

to the enclosure where he keeps his g~s. Banco the big white one and the 

four littl~ dogs were turned loose and what a time they had running, barking, and 

jumping aJ.l over the President and each other around the ·White House groun~s 

as we strolled back to our ·chairs in the Rose Garden. About that time I dis­

covered that B.K. Nehru was coming. It seemed-that the President had asked 

him to come over to discuss the proposed P.L. 48o package 1io India. This, 

I think, because he shared my wish and was respond:Jng to my urging that we get 

on with the P.L. 48o busiiless as quickly as possible ·so it would help the 



danestic fa.rm price picture. Nehru came in with his usual suave and bland 

wa:y. The President sat him down in the sun in a chair next to hiiD.. 

Harriman, Humphrey and myself were still gathered around. Walt Rostow 

came in with Nehru. The President told him that we had our budget pr<;>blems 

here. That we . were anxious to continue working with them and to be helpful. 

in any wa:y that we . could, that we were considering a 6-months allocation of 

wheat for India, but that we had our problems with Congress and tt we wanted 

to convince Congressmen with wham I was then in touch to go along with sane­

thing of this . type why it was very helpt'ul to have sane kind of quid pro quo. 

In this case ~ he said we felt that if India could abolish the zones between 

the States and the movement of grain and could assure us that their cam-

mercial purchases of wheat would be made in the United States this would improve 

our position in dealing with our Congresmen very much. Nehru was not particu­

larly taken back., he had an All> memo in his pock.~t with some figures on· a sheet 

of paper as to their crop now. It roughly coorddaated with our estimates 

around 95 million ton. When he bi>oke it down to seed and feed to 2 l/2 million 

tons that were to go back into private storage hands and 7 1/2 million tons 

of imports, why he then. had a figure of about 13.5 kilogram intake for the 

average Indian which he nid was less than they had had:before the recent 

drought period. He then pointed out that he felt that this was not adequate 

by wa:y of reserves to abolish the zones and that matter bad been recently 

discussed by the Chief Ministers. He was real.ly fairly firm and direct about 

it. 

About this time Joe Califano came in with a half a dozen young men that 

he has acquired and work aroo.nd him who a.re very bright in.the White House 

and it seemed that he had a session scheduled to taJ.k: with the President. 

So the President merely said to them to sit down and you fellows can observe 



·.-.•: 

a discussion taking place here about a great issue and have sane idea of how 

decisions are made. So he turned to me and said, "What about it, Orville?" 

In effect it was, go to it. I ·wasn't really prepared for this arid I didn't 

necessarily .consider it good negotiating, but there we were. - So I made 1my 

point as strongly as I could that this was the time to abolish the ,zone .. 

It woul.d take .something of a bold step and I cou1dn't give a firm answer 

myself as. to whether it was politica.J..ly possible to do it, but that ~e wished 

the Central. Government wou1d ·make 8:- real. try to do it,· that the zones· aomom­

plished no useful. ~ose, they were .purely protective in nature, and ·now 

when we have a situation whenever we are having a big crop ~nd the danger of 

a sharp drop in prices is all the more reason for abolishing them. I argued 

that if prices do fa.11 now the Indian farmer will feel it's because of the 

new varieties .and the new techniques and he will be cJ:I.scouraged and disillu­

sioned in using them and this cotdd be very serious and threaten the momentum 

that we all feel they lm:ve built up now. Nehru really d~sn't know anything 

about it. He came back with a rather lame statement that didn't the pet>ple 

on the ground know best and didn't we have any confidence in Democracy, if 

the prices fell in this faslion and the zones caused it, why then the people 

could vote them out • . It was really a pretty flat and not very meaningful 

statement. It didn't leave me much more to sa:y, but to go back and po.int 
. . 

out that in my judgment that the Government· in a Democracy didn't always mean 

doing exactly.what. people wanted, it very often meant doing a thing that's 

right and then convincing people it is right and that so far as the voters 

are concerned they don't and won't know anything about this and the likeJ.ihood 

is if prices do fal.l that it will be bl.amed on something else rather than 

zones and that the zones will be more firmly established than ever before. 

This went on for JD8\Vbe 15 or 20 minutes and then there wasn't much more to 

be said. The President summarized it up by asking me to review a bit further 



with some of' my technicaJ. people the implications of' this and was it 

2 million ton reserves which we would propose, to include 1 million tons 

f'rmm the Indians themselves matched by a.million f'rom us during the first six 

months, and that if' they could and should do that and if' we wished to continue 

to push hard. .Nehru in turn was to go back to the Indian Government with 

our proposition and we lef't it at that. 

At that .point I marched out. The President stayed with the Califano 

young men. I .would kind of' liked to have stayed and participated in that 

but by now it Was getting on to 5:00 o'clock. I wanted to call John Schnittker 

about the feed grain and rice that lies before us. I wanted to call 

Les Brown abou~ the Indian and P.L. 480 matter, and so home I caIIeto do a little 

raking in our front yard and then to try and help Mike unsort his problems with 

his young people here and to get ready to take Jane and Connie, which I did, 

to a movie last night. 

All of' this conversation in the Rose Garden was orchestrated by the noise 

in the background of' the Vietnam protesters. I haven't had a chance to read 

the paper and really didn't listen to much news yeaterday. I haven't had a 

chance to read the paper. Periodically people brought the President in reports. 

Generally they were that there weren't as many as had been estimated. Apparently 

they tried to storm the ~entagon and there was a good bit of' fussing about it. 

The President really didn't say too much about it. He seemed to have his balance 

and equinimity. There was no evidence of' any kind of' panic or excess tiredness 

or disillusionment at all. He was kidding in his typical kind of' sharp, depre­

catory manner directed at everyone around him at one time or another. He was 

playing with his dog, little Yuki, arid seemed perfectly self-contained and 

determined. It was clear, of course, that he was worried about politics, was 

watching the poJJ.s and was concerned that he had to make so many decisions that 



were un.Popular and not very many that are popular. He referred to this a 

number of times. No doubt but what his interest now running high in conpection 

with agriculture with a willingness to spend some money on it is triggeryd by 

the politicaJ. situation. The letter in question from Nebraska no doubt had 

made a contribution. This does pose me, as I say, with some problems here. 

It's interesting that in my own Department .because we have been very 

cost conscious, because we've had to fight for .everything we could get for 

agriculture, and also .because basically the econanists, and that includes 

John Schnittker, believe that farm income is up sharply,· that studies .show it, 

that all the tacts show it, and that it we're going to make these programs work 

we mustn't let them get too costly. Therefor~, . thi~ generaJ. philosophy. has 

permeated the preparation of our working papers. In cotton it resulted in .an 

anti skip-row position which t turned around and we ti~ ended up allowing 

skip-row. That was a single handed performance ·and if anyone ever says the 
. . -

policy makers and the Secret~ies are run by the Statt and the top Adminis·trators 

ot the Government, this is an outstanding instance where that is not the case. 

I suspect the sam~ thing is going to happen on teed grains. We brought . 

in the Feed Grain Advisory Committee. We had concluded that we needed to keep 

feed grains down, the teed grains program costs down, and we pretty well got 

that Committee .to recommend the •66 program f'or diversion but not do much about 

the loan rate. Then our hearings around the countryside clearly came i'n loud 

._and strong to increase the loan rate. A number of' the boys indicated t~is to 

me in sessions lrh-.;h't it was clear that by the time they had filtered it through 

Jaenke and God.trey and Sch¢ttker that they reaJ.ized this wasn't in the park and 

although they weren't necessarily collV'inced, they .did acknowledge the merit in 

·the position of' their superiors and were not vigorous~ -contesting it beyond 
\ 

saying let's go to $1.10 f'o~ the loan which is about where the ASCS lined up. 



~Ohn Schnittker pretty well bought that, although ·he .would prefer leaving the 

~' loan where it is. Now I'm prepared ·to consider $1.10. John .was thunderstruck 

when I told him that. yeaterday. Nc;>n~theless the more I think about it the more 

I believe. we .ought to go ahead and play this out.. It. shouldn't cost very much. 
. . 

We better be sure that the diversion program will work. Then let.• s get that 

I
loan rate up there. If our target is about $1.20 corn, why shouldn't we have 

.. 
a loan:· .rate. .of.. $1.00 corn which when we hit same .temporary ibva-prod~cti~n 

periods, par.tic.ul.arl.y within a given Y-ear, we' 11 hold that price up. It may 
• > 

very well 11mit.. the nuctuati.ons of the market, .but so what? That's not 

necessarily bad. Anywa:y I'm going to. have to move that one around tanorrow 

and it will be .interesting to. see kow this great and ponderous organi.Zation 

of mine begins to shift itself around to conform with the basic policy deci­

sions of those who run it. All ot this wou1d appe·ar to deny the thesis of 

Galbraith's book, at least in part, that the decisions in big corporatio~ as 

in big Governmen'f? are made on a C~ttee system and that no administrator 

can go much further than his ·committee. 

Oct?ber 25, 1967 -- 10:00 am at the office. In a few moments I'm gofng 

to have a big meeting of the Task Force on Rural ·Poverty. They are waiting. 

I just got a call f'ram the· White House moving up the appointment to discuss . 

feed grains from J2: 00 o'clock today to 11: 00. Monday I spent a good part of 

the d8\Y' preparing a detailed memorandum to the President, retlinging, restaff·-

ing, reestimating the alternatives. Ellender just called. He had been visited 

by DeVier Pi.erson who when I called him said that the President had ordered 

it, camnentina that he ~ cri'f?icized for not · consulting so he was sure going 

to consult. A~ Pi~rson going to ·Ellender, al.er.ted Ellender, and he call.ed 

me to say pointedly that he felt it would be··contrary ·to the Committee r ·eport 

and to the -sense o:r- the program to raise the loan rate; Now the fat is reallyr .. · .._..._.... 
in the tire. I've changed my recamnendation to the President to increase the 



.

loan rate from what I initia~ had recommended but to increase the diversion 

payment percentage even more so we would counteract the increased loan rate 

and woul.d be more certain of getting the adequate number of acres diverted. It's 

really a difficul.t balancing act here. (a) The costs go up sharply with loan 

rate and with increasing the diversion rate; (b.) . It isn't good for the program 

in the long run to increase the loan rate and we h8.te .to do that and prejudice 

it; but (c) the attitude of many skeptical, bruised., ..abused, and sensitive 

farmers and their co-workers -will be affected by the loan rate announcement. 

We'll just have to discuss the alternatives with .the. President and see where we 

go. I coul.d then so to Ellender I suppose if necessary and say, "Look this is 

simply sane politics, I'll move this down as. .s.oon as I .can, but we've got a real 

problem politically now. The President is deeply concerned. I would only do 

this under great stress, but these are the reasons for it and I can o~hope 

that you will understand and ask your concurrence." I know that he will be hurt 

that he will protest, and that he will feel strongly. that we have eroded a basic 

premise in the program and it will certainly affect his att.itude and support for 

it in the future. This is a painful. prospect. It.•s been a struggle with 

Ellender for al.most 7 years now. He has always dis.J.iked the feed grains program. 

He has gone aJ.ong only when literally dragged. Now he might sit still for it 

and we may have to alienate him further. I just don't know what to do about it. 

October 25, 1967 -- 12: 55. Well the decision is made and I didn't win. 

The President ended up at $1.05 for the loan rate, but he went along with 45 per­

cent diversion rate. I'm disappointed in one way but al.mos·t relieved because 

I think we shouldn't increase the loan rate and I dreaded facing Ellender with 

it. Now we've got to put the best possible face on this, it's really a pretty 

good program,and carry it out around the ·country. The PJ;esident, .as I expected, 

looked at me and said, "you were in here Saturday talking about $25 million and 



then when I indicated I may go along with you and increase this program-To 

sweeten it, you came back with $200 million." He said, I don't mind 4 
getting in bed with me but I don't expect you to sleep all night. 

He was, of course, absolutely right and I tried to explain to him 

that on reviewing this further I was concerned as to its importance in 

light of his giving it such importa~ce. That I had reviewed the figures 

again in great detail and had concluded we should play it safe. 

At this point I moved off the $1.10 loan rate down to $1.05 with the 

45 percent diversion.rate and the President then turned to Charlie SchUltze 

and said, "Is that all right with you? Will you buy that $90 million more, 

yes or no?" 

r. .\.:... . 

:. '1 .: 
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Schultze said, "As a good Democrat rather than as a Budget Director, I'lf 

go · along." Clearly the President was concerned about the newspaper stoiir 

this morning by Felix Blair quoting an AID cable to all their missions 

stating that we _cou1d not plan and program more generously under P.L • . 480 

for the supply situati_on was much improved fran a year ago, referring back 

to the order they put out to consider 25 percent tighter advance planning 

over P.L. 48o this a year ago. This was the cable that got so controversial 

with: McGovern attacking us and my stating repeatedly that .we had not ;failed· to 

meet real needs or legit~te programs anywhere because of tight supply. 

McGover.n was on the floor ot the Senate congratulating the Administr~tion and 

giving his approval of this now which obviously grated the President. But 
. . 

more important, the general tone ot this could be taken to mean that he is 

now acting because of over-supply, low farm prices, and election needs and 

pressures. This obviously he did not want. That came out when in my present-
- . 

ing the case for increasing loan rates and payments I made the point. that 

we needed to buy this, he thought I meant buy elections and obviously was 

worried d:>out . that language. I meant to buy out the acreage of course and we 

got that straightened out, I think. Obviously, he is worried about getting 
- . 

that label and image, particularly because increasingly he is taking, and I 

think rightly so and effectively, the posture of responsible, doing the right 

thing, regardless of all the outside pressures~ 

A.1So, -yesterday . he bad DeVier Pierson go up on the Hill and talk to Members 

of the Senate and House Committees. I knew nothing about this. Ellender came 

dt9Wtl hard against increasing the loan rate, Holland the same, Talmadge was tor 

.. increasing it. Ellender called me this morning and spoke ~ry strongly 

against ~increasing the loan rate. The President I'm SUX"e was worried i<m the 

( Floor of the Senate Hearing that he was out ~uying votes w1th the Farm Program 



increasingly the loan rate at the same time we're 'dlrying to divert acres, i.e., 

the old "suck and blow" at the same time argument. When the Vice President 

tried to say that Ellender is always against corn programs anyway, the President 

cut him off short saying, "So is Albert Gore al.ways against us, al.ways artacting 

. us, but he · is still a Senator and Ellender is the Chairman of· a Cammittee and 

we can fight with just so many people at the same time." He is of course 

absolutely right and the balance of these two ~actors, neither of which I 

planned, turned the whole picture around fran last Saturday when the Pre$ident 

was pro doing more to the more 11.mited decision today. Howeier, ib is a good 

decision. It's a good program, now we've _got to get it in the right light, 

get the right people involved such as Tony Dechant, maneuver it around where 

they realize we've done well and they will go out and be enthusiastic about it. 

That means I've got some phone calls to make early tanorrow so I'm sure to 

reach these people and try and get them in the proper frame of mind. 

The President also went over with . us in some detail the polls that he has 

breaking down the Gallop Poll in various parts of the country. It's very 

interesting, he is really doing quite well everywhere asopposed to every candidate 

mentioned by the Republicans except in the Midwest. In the Midwest, it was 

Romney 60 - Johnson 30. I was surprised that in most pl.aces around the country 

R~ was leading the other Republican candidates • I had thought that his 

faux pas including the ill advised brain-washing statemen~ would have pretty 

_wel:J. destroyed his image,· but he must have more follc:>Wing th8.n we had reaJ.ized. 

The President basically concluded as he went over these with us that we were 

in the ball park and that the numbers are s~ch that we . need not feel too grim 

about it, except for the Midwest. He shook his head there and said he cou1d 

only explain that because after all the Midwest was isolationists. Then it 

must be the farm program and farm prices -- and he kind (of drifted off with 

no better reasons for it at · that point. Frankly, I don't have any better 



reasons f'or it either and we really need to do something about it. The 

President was obviously distressed by the Felix Belalr story. This man 

has had a direct pipeline, actually gets the documents out of' the AID 

Agency. Bill Gaud is going to be over here f'or lunch in a matter of' min­

utes and I'm going to ask him about this. He wasn't as much angry as 

he was sad about that. He made the statement that information and what 

the Pres.ident does seemed to be like water, you just can't keep it stored 

up. He related that his wife had told him to just assume that anything 

he says to anYbody is inevitably going to came out. I guess that's right. 

It certainly looks that way. 



..·... ~ursday, Octo~er 26, 1:10 am -- at hane, at the desk • 

I have been dictating already for over 45 minutes, letters to 

D_:an Rusk, Larry 0' Brien, 'l'om Hughes, John Gardner and the ~esident. 

All a follow-up of an exciting day and evening. I've already dictated 

the sequence of events in the President's office today on the Feed 

Grain Program. It's ironic where this one ended up. Now I've got 

to package it in a press statement and presentation which will sell 

but not go so far as to undermine my "credibility''. I've been working 

on a dra:rt on that. It's going to be a bit difficult to keep the 

wolves, to-wit, Farmers Union and NFO quiet and make them believe that 

it's as good as we can get. I'm sure we will be attacked in some 

quarters but I hope to ge~ a good front on it. 

I plan a press conference tanorrow -- tanorrow night I'm off to 

Nashville for a four-station nationwide Farm Editors' radio question 

and answer session, then on to Texas for the President's Mexican 

Spanish-American Canmittee hoe-down. 

Hopetul.ly I will get back here and Jane and I can get off Sunday 

night tor Rane. 

Late today we bad a very successful. launching of the Outdoor America 

Yearbook. All of the Conservation Organizati?ns were present as sponsors at 

.. 
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the Wildlife Federation building. I presented autographed copies of the 

book to Laurance Rockefeller, he didn't get there because of tl2 weather, 

Mrs. Pierce of the Women's Federation Club, and a 12-year old boy who was 

the contributor of an article and a grandson of Lloyd Partain of the Soil 

Conservation Service. 

Also today a big meeting on the Poverty Task Force, a monumental task, 

where we got all the Departments of the Government to comment in depth on the 

recamnendations of the President's ~al Poverty Commission, and not only that 

but to cost it out. Quite a headache. I'm going to deliver t~t in person 

tomorrow to Califano for it is a monumental task. I've been working on a letter 

to the President about his. speech to the Grange, on my press release for tomor­

row for the Feed Grain Program, on my ·FAO speech, and goodness knows what else. 

Then tonight we had a followup of the pseudo Cabinet meeting of a week 

ago at the State Department for the Cabinet Officers meeting with Rusk. It was 

a kind of frustrating session really. We sat around and had a few drinks and 

tried to analyze the events of last weekend, the anti-Vietnam march on the 

Pentagon. No one really knows what to make of it. Joe Fowler thought we needed 

to use more force to stop tba. t kind .of thing. Weaver pretty well agreed. 

Gardner seemed to have more confidence in the overall public reaction against 

such excesses. His speech in Virginia which he sent me indicated more fear, 

however. It seemed to indicate his concern that the fabric of our society 

was eroding when people would not conform to decent standards of conduct and 

respect for others. McNamara was more or less please~ with the weekend's 

events, canpletely disgusted with the far out exhibitionists and their vulgarity 

and crudeness. Enormous force used with restraint was his key. My contribu­

tion was minor -- mainly that I felt in the over8.ll the A.mer~can people had 

enough sense to reject that kind of thing and that the leaders of it would 
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themselves find the ground cut out from under them when they no longer had 

public support. Gardner more or less agreed. We went in to dinner. What a 

plush layout that State Department is. We had the most enormous and delicious 

lobsters I have ever enjoyed. They were as big as your leg -- beautifully 

done, what a gourmet that was. 

Our conversation first d~cted itself to the domestic political scene. 

It was a widely varying discussion. I couldn't help thinking that I could have 

an equallyi.;at.imulating one in the Department at almost any level. It surely 

wasn't particular scintilhting, informed, decisive or knowledgeable. Actually 

the only person that ·showed any depth or any real feel was John Gardner. I am 

impressed with that fellow. Bob Weaver is impossible. He's all over the place 

insecure, academic, profes.sorial, indecisive. Udall is quiet as a church mouse. 

I guess he's pretty much grounded because of' Vietnam and his brother's turn­

around where he has announced his support of' the Administration. Boyd doesn't 

know what he's for. Fowler is a kind of' a hawk. He's worried about inflation. 

He feels that fundamentally people just want to be left alone. That they are 

concerned about our programs, our identification with those who aspire for better 

things. All in all it kind -of circtila.ted around with lots or- nonsense. I made 

the point that Eisenhower won in 1956 by being for what is and not rocking the 

boat, but that the Democrats couldn't win that way, that ~. were the party of 

those who aspire for better things and when people do so aspire cease identifying 

themselves with the Democrats we're done. Basically I think most people agreed 

with me on that when the dust settled. Gardner kept coming in from time to 

time offering to try and sythesize our different analysis of the situation and 

how to reach people into a meaningtul. document. I tried to support him in this, 

pointing out that fundamentally what we needed was hope, that we were a party 

of' those who aspire, that we could take the various programs from around the 



Government, given the enormous accanplishments we have made in the past 

6 years and synthesize them into a pattern of progress and a pattern of 

hope for the future. I think it came out that way and that he will proceed...... 

to do that. ID: any ev~nt I wrote him a letter to that effect (letter attached) • 

. Larry oiBrien then c~e in quite late. He had been in a meeting with 
- . 

Congressmen at the White House • . After some preliminaries he asked s1ome questions 

about Vietnam. The results ~re rather astounding and I'm sure shook up Dean 

Rusk and probably Bob McNamara. Outs.ide of Larry and myself', Dean of course, 

it was .clear that no one in the cabinet· bad talked or wanted to talk about 

Vietnam. Even John Gardner said that he felt very uncomfortable and didn't 

see how he could speak about Vietnam when his · main interest, activity, and 

information were in Health, Education, etcetra. I'm afraid I again bowl~d 

myself into the convers~ion ·saying that really that waan' t much of a problem 

that all We had to do Wa.s identify ourself with the basic issue, Chines.e 

Conmunist expansion and its threat to our security, and once we did that why 

the" rest · would fall into place and a minimum of knowledge would permit us to 

Dake ·normal questions and we could always duck the detailed and specific ones. 

No one rose to the occasion. 

Later on when everyone else had le:f't, meanwhile I had tarried to talk with 

Ramsey Clark about the problem of an antitrust action against Agway Coop, asking 

him to examine it himself because the Justice Department was anti-coop and further 

urging lWn if he felt that act_ion had to be taken that it ought to be delayed 

until a:f'ter the election for~ had enopgh~·problems now without giving o~ 

enemies additional. infonnation for saying we're anti-coop, he agreed to look --

anyway I was there a bit longer. Dean had asked Larry O'Brien to stay and I 
. . - - . 

got in on the cpnversation. We covered the i><:>litical situation rather thoroughly 
- ' 

\ and it kind of summarized this. way. Again I was taking a rathe~ progressive 



position. I do hope I'm ..not .alienating . ~these people, but no one else seemed 

ready to think or at least to speak out in connection with it strongly. I 

urged .Larry that che should take the lead, call in all top Administrators in 

the Government and lay the law down that fmmn now until next November they 

needed to use tbepeople and the resources in their Departments to identify all 

concerned, including the recipients of programs, with the Democratic Party. 

By that I didn't mean that we should be crudely .political on a quid pro quo 

basis but we ought ·to make it clear-that the13e .programs mostly are Democratic 

programs and as such those who benefit f'ran .them shou1d be aware of the fact 

that they have a responsibility or at least same reason to support the Democratic 

Party and should be reminded of it and involved in the Party effort in every 

way possible. I made this point after Larry hdd made it clear that he saw 

little hope that the Democratic Party under John Bailey was really going to do 

anything about this. He agreed with me that the _P.resident put much stock in the 

Party anyway and historically never had. 

Then I suggested to Dean Rusk that he call in members of the Government 

individually and convince them of the merits of the Vietnam thing and enlist 

their support. He backed off in a way and said he shouldn't have to do that, 

that it was the Democrats Administration and they shou1d be for it anyway. 

Then he canplained rather pathetically that not a Member of Congress who was 

attacking our position in Vietnam had ever picked up the phone to call him. 

I told him that he was star gazing to think that they would. That basically 

if' they could make points in their District by being critical. or by straddling 

the fence they were apt to do it and they couldn't care less about Dean Rusk, 

that in politics you can't afford to have pride, that he would have to go out 

·and hustle for them for they sure wouldn't hust1e for hhi, that their source 

of identification and power and reelection didn't rest with him, it rested 



.

..-.. ~ ·-=. 

with their constituents. He shook his head and said, well perhaps he would 

have to turn the Department over to Nick Katzenbach and take on this -himself 

and I told him that was exactly what he- had to do, but that I was convinced 

that if he would do-it that the great majority would go along and at least 

those who would not could-be- identified, we . didn'~ have to push them Dr drive 

them, or expose them, or aake any move against them, · but at least we wou1d 

know where we were and we cou1d mobilize the tr.oops. I think he agreed. 

My letter to him,- my letter to Gar~ner and my. note to Tan are included in 

my diary at this point. Now we will see what comes of it all. Hopefully 

I will have been able to -identify and -activate, or at least contribute to 

that end, this Administration on a more meaningful political course in terms 

of both danestic and foreign issues. Maybe I give myself too much credit, 

·perhaps the other Members of the Cabinet are res.entf'ul of my aggressiveness 

in this, but goodness knows 1t needs to be done . I can't but help have the 

feeling that both Larry O'Brien and Dean Rusk have hung back, rather than 

to exert the leadership that I think they have earned, that they can get 

and that will be effective if they will only exercise it. I hope it works 

out that way. In a way it was an ihteresting even. Now it's 1:30 in the morn­

ing -- tomorrow is fuJ.l of press conferences and .all the rest that bangs over 

my head -- I better squeeze out an hour or two of sleep. So be it for now. 

C_ -
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October 2G, 1967 tt .Personal and Contident!.al. .~ . 
. · f : 

MEMORANDUM t ' 

"f
To: Tan Hughes 

Fran:· . The Secret&rJ' 

• •.. +' i 

The enclosed personal letters to Rusk• Gardner am O'Brien are 
• l 

self-explanatory. It's imperative that ve stand prepared to help 
I 1n B.D1' ~ ve can. 

, .
I. The President reviewed with me today refinements and rundowns or tm 

Gallop Poll which Show that be is rimnfng verr atro~ with all 
Presidential aspirants everywhere but in the Midwest. ID the MidwestI 

I including Michigan, Indiana• DJ.1no1s, <hiot as well as Iowa, ·Minne­
·sota, Wisconsin, North and South Dakota, Nebraska and Kansas, Ranney

I is leading 6o - 30. Thia 1s appal]:fng. ' 
i 

I 
AJ!, we make our plans we must concentrate On the Midueat. We're respon­
sible for it. ~. I'm not sure haw we should proceed. However, . 
while I'm gone I want you to call together our political pros, con-"·.

( centrate on these States, develop a canplete intelligence report i . 
analysis on each one, the state ot the Democratic party, key people, ! · . 

! 
i our rural. and farm programs and contacts• the people that participat~d
i . in the ·Rural Americans for Johnson and Humphrey• and get the whole ball 

of wax together. Let's concentrate on the Midwest am forget about I 
the rest ot the countr)" for the manent.. Town and country tours ought 
to be planned for the f'u.ture and a complete overall master plan devel­
oped. This ot course to be coordinated in accordance with the 1etters 
to other Members of the Cabinet which I enc1ose herewith. 

Tan, this 1a absolute~ crucial... Let•s mobilize ever:r resource we 
have and every bit ot knowhow we've acquired so we can deliver the. Mid­
west. Sanehow we must do it. 

.. . 

OLFreeman:rb7 -
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE ( 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON 

Personal and Confidential 

Honorable Lawrence F. O'Brien 
Postmaster General 

Dear Larry: 

October 28, 1967 

Just a note to follow up on last· week's psendo Cabinet meeting. 
I really mean it when I suggest as firmly as I know how that you 
aggressively take over political leadership. You have earned, 
and properly so, the affection and respect of everyone in the 
Cabinet. Clearly you are the political pro, so designated by . 
the President, but more important a title you have earned in your 
own right. 

Pardon my emphasis, but I meant exactly what I said that you 
should figuratively at least crack the whip. If you would call 
in selectively all the top Administrators in this man's ·Govern­
ment and e~lore with them what they can do and in effect direct 
them to carry out a pattern of organization with clear guidelines. ! 

l along the way as to how they should marshal their .personnel and 
i their programs to get a maxi.mum political return come November,
I I'm confident they would respond with alacrity.
I 

If we can help at the USDA, we stand ready to do so. We have a 
few bodies here that have been exposed politically for quite 
a while. If I'm not readily available, and I will be at Rome 
for a while at the FAO, Tom Hughes is alerted. 

Larry, you know how to proceed much better than I do, but I do 
think the time for .vigorous, determine~, specific direction i~ 
now. 

May I repeat that I do appreciate your speaking out on the Vietnam 
issue. Much of the indecision we see today is because many of us 
have not really heretofore been asked to participate in depth. 
If Dean will personally review the basic issue with top leaders in 
Government, I'm confident the overwhelming majority will go with 
him and when they declare themselves publicly their Departments 
by and large will cane strongly. In my judgment we simply must 
give Democrats around the country some ammunition and some backing. 
For the time being at least they are being pounded to death by the 
"aginners" and are getting precious little support from the polit­
i~al leadership that tacitly but not ope~ supports the President. 

I 
l 
l 
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2--Honorable Lawrence F. O'Brien 

. . 
I am encJ.osing herewith a copy of a personal communication that I 
sent to John Gardner. I hope that I'm not being presumptuous 
but I do think that you and he can provide the spark to mobilize 
and ignite this Administration on a solid political path that we 
need to start following with all the resources and enthusiasm 
that we can possibly muster. 

Let us know any wa:y that we can help. We've got our hands full in 
the Midwest and I'm really 'not sure how to break it, but we'll be 
going at it with everything we've got. 

Warmest personal regards. 

Sincerely yours, 

EncJ.osure 

., ......... (': 

. ..:.:..-

i 
l
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I 
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DEPAR'TMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE OF' THE SECRETARY • 

WASHINGTON 

October 28, 1967 

Personal and Confidential 

·Honorable John W. Gardner 
Secretary of Health, Education 

and Welfare 

Dear John: 

You were great at our Cabinet gathering at the State Department last 
week. Clearly the concensus of oilr c.olleagues was that you should 
prepare a domestic strategy issue paper, a kind of "domestic mani­
festo." The exact nature and contents of that paper were · not very 
precise. 

I hope I'm not presumtuous in trying to set down in general terms 
what I think it ought to be. In my judgment it ought to express 
nation.8.1 goals and conta.in a strong element of c~enge, of hope, 
and even more than that, of promise and tie it aJ.i together with a 
catchy and appealing label that will sell. · 

Somehow we must re·ach every American w1th the promise of .! better life. 
Implicit to this I think is meeting the problems of city and town and 
country alike maybe as a package. I believe our symposium can make a · 
great contribution to this by synthesizing and broadcasting a new con­
cept about how we can live better. Using the dimension of space we ; 
can call for a new quality of living, one which can reach and excite I 
people in all economic groups. It can mean improvement in the slums I 
and a promise of better days. It can mean for the countryside a pronUlse 
of jobs and opportunity. Conservation, education, health, welfare, ! 
recreation, cultural opportunity are a part of it, too. I've been 
excited and impressed with the response to our town and country appeal. 
The mail to the Department of Agricu1ture on this is growing steadily• 
The requests to participate in our· symposium climb every day. 

• 1 

A synthesis of all these forces, aspirations, fears, and programs 
directed toward a meaningfu1 portrayal of a new quality of living, 
effectively and dramatically recalling· the historic struggle of the 
Democratic Party for better and more meaningful. things for· people in 
all economic, racial and social classes, is I think the answer to our 
domestic appeal. I repeat, such an appeal does include what we are 
doing and have done in all our Departments. Conservation as we see it 
in Agriculture and Interior, .highways, HUD's programs for the cities, 
OEO and poverty, Civil Rights, law enforcement and order, HEW and 
health, education and welfare -- the total package. The problem ob­
viously is to put it .in a demonstrable, definable and meaningful. 

• ' .••; I • ' • . f>e~l . . . . ICEAO 

· ·~· ~·' ,.. ,!r.n~~ ......--~·~~~-·.~~ ~ .......~m~J ..~'"-'·-- e' '' '·' • • •'" t,f' ~·' =--~;· •, ,"e~.··. I iii!.~• ,,!•''• • f ,.,•' .·"• :' • ~ ~t~ ·V'' f,',. 
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2--Honorable John w. Gardner 

dimension, packaged so that people ·in all walks of life C?an identify ·..themselves with it. You know how to do this• · . f 

John, you have earned the confidence, the respect arid the affection 
of all the members of the Cabinet. I wou1d hope that yoµ would . 
prep·~e such a document, circu1ate it among us, and call us in individ~ 
ua.lly or collectively to help. If we can do this and in tll.e process 
pull the varying viewpoints within the Administration into focus, we 
can then go out as a team with a domestic manifesto, adjusting it to 
each of our program areas and the particular audiences that respond 

. to our spec~al responsibilities. 

Hope for . the future, an identification with the machinery to bring 
about · the kind of future most Americans hope for -- this is what we 
must articuJ.ate. To do this isn't easy, but I am convinced it can be 
done in moving, understandable, simple terms with which every American 
can identify. The Democratic Party has accomplished such identifica­
tion again and again throughout our hi~tory. Perhaps the .challenge and 
the difficulty of doing it .now is greater than ever before. That 
ought to make it a ·greater challenge and a greater satisfaction. Please 
let me know if I can help. 

Thanks $0 much for your help on the Symposium. Barbara Ward has accepted. 
others are joining up. I'm still fussing with Weaver about the title~ i 

I've about given in to him, but we're still kind of ·negotiating at arm~ s 
length. i 
Best. regards. i 

Sincerely yours, 

P.S.: This is a lotP.ask of ·you, but it needs doing very badly, and 
for a lot of reasons only you can do it. 

1 ·' 
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
OF'F'ICE OF'' THE SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON 

-~ • • I October 28, 1967 

Personal and Confidential 

Honorable Dean Rusk 
Secretary of State 

.. ·,. 
Dear Dean: 

' . 
Thank you for your patience and your hospitality at our pseudo Cabinet 
meeting last week. You presided with skill and def'tness. · 

I honestly believe that if you can find the time it would be most use­
ful for you to call in individually or in groups of two or three the 
heads of our main Departments · in the Federal Government, particularly 
men with political backgrounds. Some career people will be receptive 

· too, but that's a matter of screening. It would be my judgment, Dean, 
that the timidity on taking a position on Vietnam by some of these 
men renects their own uncertainty on the basic issue. I thought this 
uncertainty rather well refiected by John Gardner's comments which 
surprised me. In just a few minutes I believe you can settle the 
doubts. The fact of the matter is of course that most of us need not 
get involved in the day to day dialectics, the give and take that we . 
read in the newspaper on who said what, when, where and how. The basic 
issue is American security and the threat to that security Communist I 
China represents • If that threat can be understood and that we are I 
' 
1buying time" so that the rest of Asia can develop stable governments 
and a working federation to resist Communist expansion, that's all we l 
of the Cabinet outside of State need to know. Beyond that, the details 
of the number of offers and counteroffers, the history Of South Vietnam 
and our involvement, and all the rest are basically a matter of detail. 
Anyone with even a little experience and skill in dealing with ques­
tioners or the press can avoid getting involved in details·. The main 

\ . I 

I ' thing is a reassurance that our course is the right one. If that point 
is made the natural loyalties of everyone involved will, in my judgment, 

I I 

t assure a commitment to the cause which will enormously strengthen our 
position. · . 

I 

l 
If a dozen people in Washington whom we could name would make a strong 
statement about Vietnam and circulate it in their respective Depart­
ments we would find a changeover from doubt and hesitancy and avoidance 

· 1 '. 
to a strong position of militancy· and support. I'm thoroughly con­

I I 
· l vinced this can be done with a relative minimum of time and effort and 

{ 
I .danger of exposure. Obviously this must be done carefully so the press
i doean't charge you with twisting arms all over the place • 

. I 
I 

L.; . 
• l 

't 
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2--Honorable Dean Rusk 
..... j 

Dean, all of this shouldn't be necessary. Everyone should be coming 
to you the Secretary of State, not only the Administration but 
Congress as well. Unfortunately, ·it doesn't work that way sometimes 
in the American system. Hence the additional burden on an already 

· overburdened Secretary of State. 

Anyway the above represents rajr judgment. Again I hope I'm not pre­
sumptuous in offering it relative?-Y unsolicited. 

However we cut it, Vietnam is the great issue before the country to~. 
I feel so strongly about it that I have been impelled to set down my 
thoughts and my suggestions. 

Again, thank you for your hospitality, for yoUr unfailing kindness and 
courtesy. I can assure you we all feel the deepest affection, regard 
and admiration for you and for the job you are do~• 

Warmest personal regards. 

Sincerely yours, 

· P. S. : Don't let McCarthy bother you. He is selling books • 

·,,,;.../ 

t 
! ; 

.I 
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.. ·.. · To: •,. Honorable .~.an Rusk .... · . . I:·:·........~...., : :-;_'... .-'I.:· -~ . ·· · . f 

j · .. .. · ·" · ,_ ,<'. : :::i: :~:i~;~:Ufl. 1.. · ;;:'iE' · 1. .
0 

• .' ·~r:l:.-; -~~.;°;i.,·_.=,;f::_:.;~:~·:,·.·· • . ~. 'Fr· \~~~om·~"'..,_~· : • •·.:' • I .,. ' • ' •,·I' ' -~,.. .~.- •. >'~• \ol,..~.:· ...~;:..i,''..~-:·~,~; : _,~ .-':-.· :.~ - . . . t :·. . . ·.• . ... .. 'll~<. -!:~!-:: . .-:"". . ,. .1000 

_ · t . ~_-.:,,.:._:.-.::.:_:_._:_._.:_.·.:_·,'.,_~:···.f.:__ :.. : ... . . Orville L. Freeman · ; . ?i · ~:~? :~\".. , __ ... .• ;_:~·.·,~.·-·.·.:·.~:.· :_~_,_.::.~_.:·:·:.~_{\ 1:... : . , .. " ,,, .': .;.: ... ;;;l '. . J> t• , • w - .\. . .. . . , 
Saturd8.y, October 21, a discussion was· held with B. K. Nehru · :resard.~ ::.·;:.~'.l;_ · .;• -'..... 
ing the proposaJ.. to allocate 3 t/2 millioQ· tons of gr.ain to Ind.18. ~~~~'.;~< .~ ".~·~-. '· " 

1• for the first 6 mont~ of 1968 in turn ,_for a camd:t;ment by the Indian:~ ·~' · .. 
,. . •'. Government to abolish their food zones and to do their com:nercial~ . ... .. '. 
•.; ... · ..

• : 
grain purcJiasing in the United States. Present at the discussion:····: .. ·. 1 

'. 

• i were the President, the Vice PJ:eside~nt, . ~verell Harriman, waiter _.~ -~'..' I . 
Rostow and s.ecretar~ Freeman• . : . !.~ : ' .. II 

. . . . . f.;. 4 • .. • . ' • . •• • •• ·.::;. ; .... , 

.f; , Secretary Freeman was as~ed to carry forward a discussion with ··,.: ~ii, .. ~-.-...' 
t: -. B. K. Nehru on:the .proposed arrangements. Nehru's response Wa.s "as ~ "'.......- .. 
' \ y.:: -- ·. .. <f~: ;: ' ·:. .. .:__ : · . Ff ~ ·::,, ;/:' . : { }~;;,;; ( - . 

--~~.. ...\_···:::·.·.··~·:.···.·.·::_\ ..·'._:·.: '.·.·;:·.. ~ "t.:.; ::--_·: ~.·--_· ···.:_· _:: '.'.}: · :rc!:dc:mew:~8! ::~nJ:~\!Be:r:ds!:et=~t~~·}__ ,t -.. .. . . 
t -. '· : .-: India should protect her relations .with her Australian and ·" ~~:(;i-~.; " 

. • . • t'.~ ""I ~ f· •: • • • 

. ., ~ C~nadian ~ie~s. · .(. : · . " . ;.. .:~ .'. . . .~· 1:~~ _-~ -! :" .. "·· ·~~· " ! 
·- ~~~~ . ·~.... \.:·~~- . '/'!>'.;.. • • . . . .· \ ..• .· ....... ;; "::/.. . ,.:~'·"' .. (

t "' . -.-·,..;_;· ·:· ·f-~· }- ~ ·~ -... 'Nehru contended that the question of zones had been reviewed ·by b{· 1'·'' ~. :..·*·~~;:..~ ...:.' 1f 
I . ··· -- ··~. ··: «· ·-/ . the .Chief Ministers very recently and they had concluded that i'. -they , "" :·":~"'·! 

·:·· ··: · ~ ~~··" '~. , could not proceed ~her to liberalize those zones at this :t .ime . · ~ 
-.· · and certainly not to abolish them. He used the figure 8 million ,,;; . ., t~ 

· · ~ . ·tons in reserve as the requirement to abolish the zones~ · (We :-1ater · .f 
,l~·arned that '.,the 8 million ton figure in Nehru's mind was not:· f 

\ 

~ 

.... ' 
:.'.or ~; 'l ·reserve requirements but import needs.) His .crop estimate for the 

·.··\ :1'. r· ~ current year was 95 million tons,· al.though he cautioned that Until .. l 
the winter ·crop was in he could :no'f? be sure about·t~t, and. there- '.. .... r 
fore it was sanewhat premature to. hold to that estimate as a · firm .. :. . 
figure in forward plann:tng; certainly in considering as sensitive,'.._,.·: •. .::. ~· 

-~ blportant a matter. as buffe:7, ',~o~s. . - ~ . - ,. :;~;~f,i;~~ .,\" .. 
1· Assuming, however, a 95 million .ton figure and making aJ.lowanees. · ·· ;·· t 

for seed, feed ·and generaJ. attrition~ together with an estima~ed- . · " ·: ~ 
2 ·1/2 million ton· t~t would ·go back ~nto priva~ . holdi~s, ~: . · t.;. 
concluded_that even ~th 7 1/2 mW.ion ton outsi~ imports the: ~-~· . [ 

·; .., .~ 
'. ·~f . ). ., . :. ' 

. ;; - .·?~;-. <·~f\ ~. ·.· -~ J .·" l' . 
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daily .intake of the average Indian would be somewhat less than .. 
. l;• was ·enjoyed in 1964. Therefore 1 he · concluded· that India Wa.s not ... ·· 

in a strong enough .Position yet to· do anything about abolishing : . ".'" 
the zones. (Our estimates' al.lowing for stock replenishment. ancl' ..\ ' ' ' . 
assuming a 95 million to~ crop and.7.5 niillion tons of impprts;< . · .. ·.... : 

; , · · ·~ · ., :. . tor 1967/68; indicate a per capita toodgrain availabil~ty t~(" ,,;~~ , :~'. :'. 
~ _. . -~~~::~;~. : .-:· . .,:~~. : 1967/68 ~irtua.1.ly _identi~ to; ~~t o~ 1964/65.) . _. · ~ ~;~i~~~i~,::." .: ,, ' · '· 
·1. :-·...lli~:r~-::4:t:·~~ Secretary Fre~; :~claiowlecIS~d. ·that there .was a political pro~i~;· in ..-:'?"··:· .:.~ •( : 
j: .., .· ,"'". /" :~(~:· · :~ abolishing zones~ However, he pointed. out there :was a real danger·"..,\j~~~~~i" · .·~: ·~ 
..1 :_-· ' .. ..1.; · '·~ .k · to India• s. whole . agricu1tural program in tnot abolishing them. . A.:bolci · ;,)~~ ,, ·: .. ; 

~ \ .· ·.,,, .- ~\.;" .. step at this time, he argued, would tend to cotinteract the downward :.. ·:,;>i~;. "~ · 
• . lf "' .r·· • . . :•1,...1.. ,, 

• ;· .~ • < : •• ·" •• • pressure on prices tram a big crop in th~ . most productive states •'.-.i'/ .-~ .•. }..-:~:'· · "·~ . 
·j . ·.\. · ·. · · .-·· · · Producers are increasingly adapting new.techniques and methods. ·.. "·"The ·\ 1 

' 

) ": ·: :.,:•. · ~!\·· :j :: Indian Government and their supporting ltriends are doing everyt.hing .;.·
1 · .':·~;. · ··'.: in their power to.provide new seed, fertilizer; pesticides and eJ.l the 
.' • : : : · -. ;: • required inputs and to establish the credit and distribution structure : 
1
1 

· .: ..:· .: ··• . ...j' that will make possible the transit.ion tran a concessional to a com- I• 

.." ··:," .· : · ! "· mercial agricultur~. If there is •.now a sharp drop in prices because '_ 
··:-. _. .. ;.: .: .. . ·~. . of ·a bumper crop, it could well ~suit in basic disillusionment by ":. I 

·· ,.·...· . · .~'· ·. .. .the Indian farmer which would set back this entire effort very- ser- ... I · 
; :<i!._.• .t~: '"<::. .·~. : iousl.y. The zones by bottling up production in. certain States Will .::..::~t i .·.>. 
:i ( '.\<:, . ·2-.....:·.. J\," have exactly that effect and now is the ~· time to abolish them• . - . With .,;~:\;·::·> .:.... · · .. 
; _;__ .. . . ~ :·~·/ .· i:." !. 2 million tons ot Government ·held reserves clearly attainable,· plus >1>·.!. " : · .. · '. :}>.: .·:··~. '. ·"··" an increase of at least 2 l/2 : ~ion tons in priva~e hands, this 'is ~·./· ! ·<· .'. .. . 
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October ·2a, 1967 -- 1:00 am, Actually it's October 29. Tanorrow we 
. . 

leave for Rome. Yesterday I was ~n ElPaso ~- more about that later. 
. . 

We just returned from the lfllghes. We spe_nt a . couple of ho~s over there 
. . 

with ,Congressman Don Fraser and Arvonne. The .s.uhject naturally turned to 

Vietnam. Don, of course, is a lleve. When .this ...is. pursued, there are of 

course nuances as to .his positi<?n (a) he doesn'.t. think we should get out of 

Vietnam, (b) he thinks our Policy there is wrong, both in the bombing of 

North Vietnam, . and al.so that th~re is an illdige.Jl.Ous .. revol~ 1 tbat the involvement 

of Camnunist China is minimal,· ana.· that .our overail policy has been abortive. 

The differences of judgment as we review them are ·differ.ences .ot degree. The 

dis~sion moved into the po1itical realm and w~t do we do now ,so that we 

prevent a nasty confrontation with Si-eat polit.ical .losses as we face the coming 

year~ Gene McCarthy over the week end made a speech on the West Coast where 

he demanded the resignation ot Rusk and dellared that perhaps there should be 

a different Presidential nominee than Johnson •. ·This o:f' course puts Humphrey 

in a very difficult position and fuels the tires of the doves and the anti-

Administration people in ~innesota. Don is worried about _it. He tries to hold 
. . 

a kind of middle-ground with the doves unhappy. with h~ a good bit of the .time. 

He doesn't .want to be pushed into an anti-Administration position. He recognizes 

the great ac~omplishments of the Administration and is anxious that a Democrat· 

be re-elected. The question I posed to him was "How do we accanpl.ish this and 

prevent a nasty confrontation?" .As I pointed out, so far the doves have had 

the initiative because they are bigoting, screaming, hollering, condemning; 

because they are "aginners" theylave . cam.anded the ·medi~ -- whil.e the 

pro-Admiilstration forces have been largely shackled. As I pointed out to him 

we have hesitated, :.:other than Rusk, McNamara occasional.l.Y. and the President, 
.. ·: . . . 

to say very much because the situation is sensitive. A misquote or a mis-statement 



could have an impact worldwide, while Fraser and others can say what they 

wish for they have no responsibility. Thus, I pointed out, we have been 

handcuffed -- now the time has come, because those .who would support the 

Administration have bad little ammunition and few spokesmen when the political 

necessities domesticaJ.ly are such that they require running the hazard of 

making same mistakes in statements that would be adverse in the International. 

area. Don understood. this and in-no way questioned or objected to those of 

us in the Administration speaking out. The President was entitled to this, 

he said, al.though he didn't necessarily feel that we could basically agree 

with the policy w!hth which he strongly and honestzy disagrees. The problem 

then is, as I posed it to him -- What do we do now. in this very difficult 

political. situation, when those of us that a.re pro-Administration and our 

position demands speaking out do so without driving him and others, and I 

mentioned Ken Galbraith who I think is trying to maintain a leadership P<>si­

tion in ADA so when the time canes -the Convention _choice, the President to be 

sure, can be supported as perhaps from their point of view, the lesser of two 

evils. He didn• t know about this, nor what ·to do about it, but we left it we 

ought to consider how it can be handled. Both .he and Arvonne felt, particularly 

Arvonne, that we must not push t-oo hard, that if in Minnesota the appeal. was 

made to line up because of Humphrey, that there would be deep resentment and 

that many, many people in the party today, :~new and young ones, wou1d have 

very little respect and feel very little loyaJ.ty and potentiaJ.ly great resent­

ment toward us old timers. This is certainly true. 

The whole question presents a very difticu1t area in which we work for the 

coming year. I asked Don why the Midwest should be so bad on the polls where 

the President is concerned, and he had no more answer for it than we have. 

- All in all, it was an interesting discuss ion. I was sanewhat amused at Don's 
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I 
re.action when I pointed out that last Saturdey' when I mentioned to the 

~ J 
President that I wasn't concerned about McCarthy's position on Vietnam 

but that Don's .bothered me because he was sensitive, sincere, and conscientious. 

The ~esident' . s response was, Yes and he shows up on every fa:r out canmittee 

or l~ t opposing us. Don's camnent was, and he was somewhat taken·back, that 

this is the first t~ he had ~ reason to believe the President even knew 

he was alive and that he was surprised that the Presiden~ had noted this, which 

gave me a cha.nee to point 0ut that there are few things that go on in Washington 

that the President misses, that his span of interest, information and attentive­

ness is incredible -- which it is. Don agreed too with the accanplisbments 

of the Administration and didn't challenge my evaluation as to the basic 

liberalism of the President in carrying forward his program. He was particularly 

impressed by the 1eadership and strength of the President on the D.C. issues 

of self-government, Civil Rights, .et cetera. Arvonne of course is more bitter 

about the whole thing, particularly where Rusk .. is concerned. Both of them are 

most anti-Rusk and Don feels that Rusk has been .arrogant and disliked in many 

of his foreign contacts. Allegedl.y they picked. this up a:round the world in 

Africa and other pl.aces. They even charged that Rusk was kind of anti-Africa 

and therefore Negro, because African prob1ems seldom permeate the 7th Floor 

at the State Department. This, of course, is nonsense as we tried to point out, 

but their antipathy toward Ru.Bk is very real. In the first place, they a~d 

I guess many of the doves today harken back to the period when Rusk was Assistant 

Secretary tor Fa:rl Eastern Affairs and allegedl.y, so they claim, carried forward 
. . 

what subsequentl;y' became the policies of John Foster Dull.es. More important 

I think where the Frase:s are concerned,_Rus.k was working very c1osely in the 

early days of the Administration with Walter Judd before Fraser defeated him• 

. ) They haven't forgot a couple of letters from Rusk to Judd, that Judd used ·in 



the campaign. I can hardly blame the'i:n. for that. Even as conscientious and 

responsible as they are, nonetheless this experience colors their attitude 

toward Rusk, -- such is human nature. All in all, it :was an interesting and 

I think useful evening. I don't know where we go from here, but it did pose 

for me in better perspective the political. probl.em we face now in dealing with 

this extremely idfficult situation within the Democratic Party and ·the DFL.· . . 

in Minnesota where Vietnam is concerned. 

otherwise, this has been again a yery, wry busy week. I fi~ made the 

feed grain announcement on Thursday. We got .out a press release .anQ. a press 

conference. It was a pretty good release I think and apparently fairly well 

received. I think I've related the Conference in the President's office 

and on the basis on which the decision was made. When we put the numbers together 

we were able to work ~t a pattern that showed that this program was better than 

1966 and I so related with some temperateness in the press conference which 
{ I 

was fairly well .attended. I then climbed on a plane and went down to Nashville, 

Tennessee where I got on a clear channel 4-station radio hookup and made the 

announcement and was quizzed by Maynard Speece out of Minneapolis, Kil:kpatrick 

in Des Moines, Samuelson in Chicago. It went fairly well, I think. I was a 

bit shook up at Orion Samuelson's camnent that he talked to 4 people and all 

of them were negative on the f'ed grain program -- two were from the grain 

trade who said I laid an egg. My response "to that was that the grain trade 

is always against anything that . cuts back production because it curtails by 

definition their business. The farmers who bad claimed this was nothing, why 
. . 

did we wait so long to make the announcement, I couldn't understand. · I merely . 

related that the program this year ·was better than 1966 and that attitude was 

beyond my . comprehension. Later af'ter Alfieri asked Orion about it and he 

related as best he could tell that apparently a lot of people bad felt that 
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