OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT

WASHINGTON

Mr. Johnson:

Bill Steven has information that under depletion
allowance coming up this afternoon, oil men
would take between a 5% and 7% cut. He doesn't
want to quote anybody, just seeking verification.
Needs answer within hour, he says,
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The President called Mr. Johnson
at 2:30 p.m., Feb. 9, 1963 (Sat)

re: Finance Commaittee and
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Telephone Conversation between the Vice President and Dr. Robert Weaver (Housing

VPres:

Juanita:
VPrest
Juanita:

VPres:

Dz.
Weaver:

VPres:

Dr.
Weaver:

VPres:

Dr.
Weaver:

VPres:

Dr.
Weaver

and Home Finance Administrator - Feb. 11, 1963 - 4:10 PM

Hello, Bob just a minute, my girl is going to get on the line
and give me the dates on my Texas itinerary. She's in the other
office but she will be on in just a minute.

Mr, Vice President?
What dates am [ in Texas? This is Dr, Weaver on the phone.
You leave on the 20th and there through Sunday the 24th.

Sunday the 24th and 1'm not sure I'll be back the 25th...I told
them this merning I would if I could so I believe I'd say the 25th
or 26th.

All right sir. I'll get in touch with him and then I'll clear back
with your office to make sure on a given date.

I spent some time with Governor Lawrence and told him what
we've done and how we were doing with the various plans and
we're having a tentative meeting this afternocon ...we want to
talk to you about it a little later on our next community conference.

Fine

We're going to try to suggest that they go out and get the local
employers and the local civic leaders and kiand of have a plan for
progress in the community as well as the nation. We've shown
what we can do with the labor leaders now and with the business
leaders ...now we can see if we can do it on a community basis.
Might try to have the leaders of all the communities come in
sometime this Spring.

Well, what I wanted you to do with Collins would be to tell him
that this is part of his job and that you expect him and I expect
him (I'1l tell him too) but I wanted you to tell him you expect him
to do it.

I'll sure do it. You can count on that.

All right, sir. Bye.




Telephone conversation between Vice President Johnson and
Ralph Dungan - February 12, 1963 - 2:50 PM - The Capitol, Washington DC

VPraes:

Myr. Dungan:
VPres:

Mr. Dungan:

VPres:

Myr. Dungan:

VPres:

Mr, Dungan:

Hello.

Hi, Mr. Vice President?

Hi, Ralph, how are you?

Fine, sir. I talked to the President this morning and after
having done a recheck on the security situation in the
Dominican Republic. ..and he would very much like you to go
down there if you could find it free to doing so... on the 27th of
February.

27th? All right, I'll lock into that. Who have you got in mind
going ?

Well now, sir, I wanted to check that one out with you before
I moved forward on that. There have been a number of people
that ...as I explained to you the other day...whom the
Dominicans ,(Mr. Bosch, the new President) have invited
directly among them being ...

Who does the President want, though? Who do you want ?

Well, what we thought we'd do is to send about four or five
guys down as part of an official delegation and then ask some
of these other guys that have been invited to come along on the
plane, if that is all right with you., Like Morse, if he goes.

and Justice Douglas, The fellows that we would like to put on and these are all

VPres:
Mr, Dungan:

VPres:

Mr. Dungan:

political types, a guy by the name of Lemon Wilcox who is a
lawyer from lowa, George Backer...do you know him. .New
York, he's a monied fellow, needs to be coddled. .

I'm for doing that.

George Meany.

I'm for that.

He was invited by them but I think we can include him on

the delegation. A guy by the name of Martin Jenkins who is

President of a college up in Baltimore, negro college. ..pretty
good fellow I gather..,good politically, too. Another one...
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VPres:

Mr, Dungan:

VPres:

Mr. Dungan:
VPres:

Mr, Dungan:
VPres:

Mr, Dungan:

VPres:

Mr. Dungan:
VPres:
Mr. Dungan:

VPres:

Mr. Dungan:

-zﬁ

fellow by the name of Charles Hall who's been doing some
money raising. He's from Florida...Miami. All of these
with the exception of Backer, Wilcox and Meany are unknown
to me. ..that is Jenkins and Hall I don't know personally.

That doesn't make any difference...if there's a good reason
for it. I guess this is Maguire or somebody who knows what
he's doing.

Yes.

That's good. O.K. I like this...if they'll give me a little
background on them and I'll get back to you within ...well

by in the morning.
All right, sir.

And, uh, get me a lttle background on them so I can give
them whatever treatment I can...

Right. If you have any, you let me know. ..v.,
Sure will.

Then we'll decide ...l think it's optional as to whether
wives go...l imagine your wife would probably like to go.

Well, she doesn't, but I take her nearly all the time .,.I have
aver lM.IMmth attack. ..l dﬂ't'ﬂt“'d oif
somewhere and have something happen to me.,.and be by
myself, it's kind of a psychological thing with me, but....

Well, I understand that heart is better than mine.

It is. It is...

Well, what are you worried about?

Well you just don't lose consciousness of it...I've been paying
$7500 a year for $100,000,00 policy and they reduced it to
$6421, ,and now they've reduced it to $4931,..80, I'm doing
better....but, I've always done it and then I think she leaves
a better impression than I do.

I think the ladies always do.
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VPres:

Mr, Dunglm

VPres:
Mr, Dungan:
VPres:

Mr, Dungan:

VPres:
Mr., Dungan:

VPres:

Mr. Dungan:
VPres:
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She goes out and speaks to them, you know, and goes
to the orphans homes,..

Now, look, there is...I want to be very clear that this is

an uncertain situation. We're doing readings on the security
side. Now it looks find., But if it turns out somewhere
along the line...and we're taking readings every couple of
days....why, we're going to blow the whistle.

1 understand that., And I don't want t0.......pause....
Well, I'm thinking of you,

Now, this is the 27th.

You see Betancourt is going to be up there and he's the
Target No, 1 for the Cubans and they just might unleash
something directed at him and we'd get caught in the middle
of it. We're going to have some Marine's around so I don't
think there's any problem but I just waated to tell you that
ind all the possibilities.

That's all right. Just as long as you'all are satisfiedd,
why it would be all right with me.

O.K.. .ho

And, I'll get back in touch with you by in the morning, Ralph.
Appreciate the pleasure of doing business with you.

Mighty grateful to have a fellow like you.

Thank you, sir.

Bye.



@_ insistance

In March 1962 March 21st we reached agreeme nt with Secret Service /at our
that (l@o secret service agent be asdiigned to me exeept on a full time
basis exeept when Iwas-out-ef the -cidy {2} except when traveling abroad
or on important national missions ( When you went overseas you would
request the assignment of such agents on a temporary basis only.
When you mace trips within the continental US that required agents
you would notify Mr, Rowley's office and agents would be proy ced by
field offices in the towns where you visited.

5“ Tentatively requested $221 -~ we got the leter referred it back to
them made them cut it to $100 .

1. Agents were first assigned to us, not up the request of the Vice President
but upon the direction of the Secretary of the Tre asury to accompany
the Vice President upon foreign missions.

2. When the VP was first aprpached bj/ about the bill which had been
set up during the Eisenhower a.drm. ?ﬁ% La?g re esnc}%d by
the previous Secy of the Tresury/an f%ecret ervice,

le:}ﬂ:ﬁ?e President imne diately stated his opposition

an Senate leaders&not to schedule it.

’év
3. The bill was thereford hel@ from .]'ul '61 to October '62
and in the Vice President's absence n&pas sed unanimously, S¢a e
Sen, Dirksen had first introduced ifzduring the Eisenhower administration
and there was no objection & the Senate and re son given was not
only did it fill a gap the Secret Service, Secy of Treasury and
President felt was necessary to close but it cevered other persons
other than affected
the Vice President.



Telephone Conversation between Lyndon B, Johmson and David
Brinkley, 5/16/63,

COPY

B,~-How are you?

LAJ=Fine, I am going to come eat some of your vittles some of
these days before long, I understand,

B«We were delighted to hear that and we will be looking fore
ward to having you,

IBJ-%ay, I've got problems, This atorg of My, John Me
Fort Yorth Star Telegram, reports lir, Brinkley as =:§IE§
that Elsenhower turned in what he eslled a tight budget
and that Congress tacked more than two billion on it
before it passed, “hat's your ?

B-Uhhh, let's see,

IBJ-The reason I say so is because I've been challenged and
I took the position that we reduced every &isenhower bill
that ever came to Congress,

BeUhhh,

IBJ=Got a record of the appropriastions here in the Senate,

BelWell, I can't pive you the year off-hand I'll have to look
it ups It was the year when hg sent up hls budget and he
gsald 1 have out this all 1 can and lets see what you can
do with it, Remehber that?

LBJ«Yeah, but we cut every one of them,

BeWell, when the year was over and the money was spent, the
total was mewe two billion more than his budget, as I
reecall it, !o‘e do not remember that?

LBJ-Uh - uhh, That's not ¢ January 3, 1953, September

1, 1960, every Eisenhower budget was cut from twelve

billton to 211 million, The first session it was cut
fvem twelve billion - of course that was a combination
of Eligenhower and Truman, The second session it was
eut 72,609,870,123, At the first session of the 8lth
1 was cut %82,075,807,87h4, the second session it was
cut 257,495,212, The First session of the 85th it was
cut S 053,&55,78&. The second session it was cut
617,242,723, The first session of the 86th it was cut
81"480.329.527.

Bels there an allowance for a Deficiency Appropriation?

LBJ=-Yessir,

B-Uh. huh.

IBJ=211 of his budget estimates, all of his apg:oprintionl.

s overy one of them, The reason,we had a poliey,
David,to cut every budget estimate,

B«Oh, I remember that,

LBJ-‘nd we made them call the roll on it so everybody could
be recorded. And we said that and thlis fellow said,

Oh, no, it was more than Eigernhower
asked, 1 asked the Appropriations Committee to get this
article to them, In this fellow's letter, here's what




Fage 2-Tel.Conv, Brinkley & LBJ, 5/16/63

they say. The cmi.t ort this reckless
payment, President a8 increased for more
than two billion sny records show Mr,

ve

Eiun!wwer’n budget wi ry ngle ssms,year, That

was the 83rd Congress, from J’nnunry 3, 1953 Po Sept. 1, 1960,

BeWoll, your knowledge of it is bottor than mine and I wrote
that about six weeks ago but I don't remember the details
off hand, But let me go back -

[BJ=I'11l tell you this and then you cheek it and if we are iIn
error I want to get me and you in a fight,

BeNo, well, we're not going to have any fight,

LBJ-Hall 1 mean with backing us with their letters,

f will sendyou our source, Iou want me to give you

oitntionll Page 782, Appropriations Budget Estimate,
Sennte Document 162, 87th Congress, 2nd Session.

BeAll rlqht, okaye.

I1BJ=That's compiled by the Appropriations Committee.

BeOkayes I'1l do that and I'1l have an answer =

IBJe Comparison of budget estimate and appropriations of all
Eisenhower Congresses., I'll just make a photostat of
this and you can check 1ts source and it may be the
Appropriations Committee has screwed up or overlooked
some thing., I'll send it to yowes And where will I reach
you, WBC?

B=Yeah- uh,uhhh,

LBI<What =e?

BelB801 Nebraska Ave.

LBJ«Okay, I'1ll get it ocut. Thank you my friend.

BeThank you.

IBJ-I1'11 see you,

BeGoodbye.

LBJ-Goodbye.



Telephone Cenversation between Lyndon B, Johmson and David
Arinkley, 5/16/6%, |

COPY

Be-How are you?

LiJeFine, 1 am going to come eat some of your vittles some of
these days before long, I understand,

BeWe were delighted to hear that and we will be looking fore
ward to having you.

IBJ-%ay, I've got problems, This story of Mr, John Me
Fort Worth Star Telegram, reports lir, Brinkley as m
that Eisenhower turned in what he eslled a tight budget
and thet Congress tacked more than two billion on it
before it passed, “hui's your ?

BeUhhh, let's see,

IBJ«The reason 1 say so is becsuse I've been challenged and
I took the position that we reduced every Eisenhower bill
that ever came to Congress,

BeUhhh,

IB8J=Got a record of the npg:oprhtiom here in the Senate.

BeWell, I can't pive you the year offe-hand I'll have to look
1t upe It was the year when he sent up his budget and he
sald I have cut this all I can and lets see what you can
do with it, Remember that?

LBJ-Yeah, but we cut every one of them,

BeWell, when the year was over and the money was spent, the
total wes mere two billion more than his budget, as 1
recall 1t, Y°'§ do not remember that?

LBJ«Uh « uhh, That's not o January 3, 1953, September
1, 1960, every Eisenhower budget was cut from twelve
billien to 211 millien, The first session it was cut
fvem twelve billlion « of course that was a combination
of Eigenhower and Truman, The second session it was
cut 72,609,870,123, At the first session of the BlLth
1 was cut %2,075,307,874, the second session it was
cut 257,495,212, The First session of the 85th it was
cut 5 053,1;&'!5,78!;. The second session it was ocut
617,202,723, 'The first session of the 86th it was cut
91,%80,329,527.

Bels there an allowance for a Deficlency Appropriation?

LBJ=Yesslir,

B.Uh. Mh.

IBJ=211 of his budget estimates, all of his apg:opriatiom,

every one of them, The reason,we had a poliey,
David,to cut every budget estimate.

BeOh, I remember that,

IBJ-ind we made them call the roll on it so everybody could
be recorded. And we said that and thls fellow said,

Oh, no, it was more than Eisenhower
ssked, 1 @sked the Appropriations Committee to get this
article to them, In this fellow's lctter, here's what



Fage 2e«Tel,.Conve Brinkley & LBJ, 5/16/63

they say. The Committee noorln do not support this reckless

payment. President Elgdeshowe pudped, ¥As increased for more
than two billien any 1 h Sty records show My,
Eisenhowor's budget was—ys r ery sihzle ssms,yesr, That

was the 83rd Congress, rren Jnmul"! 3s 1953 o Sept. 1, 1960,

BeWell, your knowledge of it is better than mine ant! I wrote
that about six weeks ago but I don't remember the details
off hand, But let me go back -

[BJ=I'11 tell you this and then you check it and if we are in
error I want to get me and you in a fight,

B-!o, well, we're not going to have any fight,

BI=fe1) { mean with backing us with their letters.
fwmmdmmrlmo.{oumtutoﬁ:om
oitntlml Page 782, Appropriations Budget Est
Senste Document 162, 87th Congress, 2nd Session,

Be«All right, okay.

1BJ«That's oolpl.].ad by the Appropriations Committee.

BeOkaye I'11 do that and I'1l have an answer -

I3J« Comparison of budget estimate and appropristions of all
Eisenhover Congresses, I'll just make a photostat of
this and you can check its source and it may be the
Appropriations Committee has secrewed up or overlooked
something, 1'll send it to yowpe. And where will I reach
you, NBC?

BeYeah« uh,uhhh,

LBJ<What =e?

Beli801 llobrulm Ave,

LBJ-Ohy, I'1l get it out, Thank you my friend,

you,
gﬂl'n 8686 YOou,e
W-Goodbyo.







Telephone Convarssti@@ Ima%wm and Juanita
Roberts: 5/16/63

ReThis is Jim Rowan, Democratic State Chalrmenof Illinois.

J-Yes sir,

R-We have information eut here that the Vice Fresident is

coming up to make a graduation address at Jacksonville at

g ;ha MgMurry College. Are you aware of that?

=188,

R,Hig niece is a graduate there,

H.What I was given to understand, My only reasons for
ocslling you ie this, If this is astrictly a family affair
and he doesn't want anything done about It, we understamd
that sort of a thing but if he was coming here to land at
Springfield or something, we didn't want him to think we
wouldn't have the red carpet out to meet him or something
1ike that, You understand what I mean,

A.,Yes, I do,

R.80 ! was wondering 1f you could find out for me what his
schedule is or plans were and we certainly want to do
something if the VP is coming out here 1f he wanted us
to, HNow if he doesn't, Ifcan understand how it could be
purely a femlily affalir, but if it isn't we would be very
happy to arrange a reception or luncheon or anything he
'ight wvant,

Jo You sre mighty, mighty kind, Mr. Rowan, and I want to pass
this on to yes, And we wiil be back in touch with you

m
soon, Now would you give me your - two things. Your
malling address and your telephone number,

R.=Well, all right. The mailing address of the Democratic
State Headquarters is at -

J.~What's your best address. Your quickessone.

R.=Well, my quickest one is the Dept, of Finance, I am the
Director of Finance for the State.

Je=Yessir,

R. And it 1is Hoom 202, in te State Capital Building.

J.-All right,

R, And my privete wire number here is - this is in area 217,
Springfield, and the local number is 523 5531,

JeAll right.And would you want to give me your home address
and telephone number?y

R, Wil, my home is in Chicago.

JoYes sir,

R, And my telephone number is Plaza 2 8778 and the area code
in Chicago 1is 312. My home address is 1734 Eest 71lst Pl.
Chicago, 49, Illinois, But I'm down here omdinarly on
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, and Chicego on the week
end,s

J.All right, V¥ell, again, thank you very much for what you've

sald and I will get this into the hands of the people who make
the detailed plans and coordinate with all persons, And you will

be hearing from us, (Thanks were said and then roodbve)



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT

WASHINGTON

Mr. Johnson,

This is a verbatim transcript
of the recording.

You may like to glance at the
last page --- Dr. Heller's comment

on business investment.

mjdr



TRANSCRIPT
CONVERSATION BETWEEN DR. HELLER AND MJDR
MAY 18, 1963

MJIDR:

BR. .t

MJDR:

DR. HH:

MJDR:

DR. H:

I was just talking to the Vice President giving him some key
figures for use in Oklahoma on Monday and I find that a couple
of the figures I gave him were not exactly correct as a matter
of fact, they're better than I had given to him and I want to
give him one other fugure. Now, where --- he was speaking
from a mobile phone, where was he headed?

I don't know, Dr. Heller, how long ago was this ?
Five minutes ago.

Perhpas he's on his way here, but we haven't heard from
him.

Well now, would you be sure to get this information to him
if I give it to you?

Yes Sir, I surely will.

All right, first of all I gave him some Gross National

Product figures and they were correct. But, you might just
jot them down. From an annual rate -- in other words, it
grows from an annual rate of $5 hundred billion, first
quarter, '61. What he wanted to do is to get some measures
of several things from the time the Kennedy Administration
came in until today and so my figures are either first quarter
of calendar '61 or, when I indicate this they will be January
1961. To show how much progress we've made. So, the first
figure which as I say was correct, but I just thought you migh
since you're going to put it all on one piece of paper for him,
you might include it. GNP rose from an annual rate of $5 hun
~red billion in the first quarter of 1961 to $572 hillion in the
first quarter of 1963. That's the first point.

The Second Point -- I was too modest -- personal income,

I told him, increased from $414 billion. Actually it was
from $404 billion. In other words, there's $404 billion

in January 1961 to $454 biHion last month (April 1963). And,
of course, that's a very pretty figure because it's a rise of
$50 billion and you see that is $10 billion better than I had
given it to him before.




Dr. H.:

Now the third thing. He already had correct, that is
Corporate Profits before taxes rose from $40 billion

as an annual rate when we came in. In other words, in

the first quarter of 1961, to over $52 billion at an annual rate
today. The interesting thing about that is you see that is a
30% increase.

The next figure that I have I'm sorry I gave him the figure

but the right figure is a good deal better. Industrial

Production. I told him it expanded by 10% but that was ---
somebody gave me the annual figure -- when you start from
January 1961 we get a rise of --- now what's happened to my-
--- are you following these okay so we don't have any probler ?
Hold on just a second --- a rise from, well, the index was 102
when we came in in January 1961 and it is --- I'm sorry, as you
can see, I'm doing some of this as I go along. Just a second,
it's either 121 or 122 today. It's 122 today. So, the --- that
instead of a 10% increase which I gave him, it's a rise of 20%.
That's a very nice -- but again, you see what happened was

that my staff, in the hurry when he called, gave me a year to
year figure instead of giving it to me from January '61 to the
present. That's why we went off the track. And, that, by the
way, is, he may, I don't think he's going to go into details but he
may want to know what is a hundred. Well, 1957 is 100 in this.
We often put in parenthesis 1957 = 100. And, in those terms,
Industrial Production Index -- that's the Federal Reserve

Index --- of Industwstrial Production --- was 102 in January '61
to 122 today. A rise of 20%. He'll be pleased to see that because
that's a whale of a lot better figure.

Now, a final point that I think is worth making with businessmen
is that we've had remarkable price stability. The wholesale
price index has actually declined since the Kennedy Administra-
tion was in office by a little bit, but I think the point to make is
simply this -- that the wholesale price level was 101. 0 when we
came in and it is today --- let's see -- these things are never
quite in the form you want them -- that's one of the main rules
of economic statistics -- no matter how you want them, they're
in a slightly different form. They just give me the change rather
rather than today's figure. Excuse me just a moment. It's
exactly 100. 0 today. It was 101. 0 when we came in. So that ---
in other words, we've had ~-- it really is remarkable price
stability and I think usually with a group of businessmen ---

Of course on one hand they see that their own prices haven't
risen so they're not so happy about that, but if they are talking
about the bugaboo of inflation, we'veljgld it jwst as steady as it
could be. Now it's true Consumer Prices have gone up about



1% per year, but the wholesale price index which is -- from
the standpoint of international competition, etc., is the
important one that's held steady actually. Actually gone down
a trifle. Well, I think those figures -- you'll be sure to

get those to him, won't you?

MJDR: Yes, Dr. Heller, I certainly will.

DR. H.: Okay. After all, we have to convince the Oklahoma
businessman that this Administration is doing its job. I
think -- I don't know whether he'll want to, in terms of the
policies of this Administration, would you mind if I added
one more thing?

MJDR: I'll be happy to take it.

DR. H.: Note that the liberalized depreciation and the 7% investment
tax credit put in by this Administration have already boosted
business investment by $1. 2 billion-- that is business
investment plans for 1963 by $1. 2 bidlion or almost half of the
entire increase in business capital spending planned for this
year. And that's -- then in parenthesis you might say -- that's
based on a McGraw-Hill Survey --- because I think that one of the
things one should do is not aonly show that the economy has
done well, but that the Kennedy Administration can take credit
for the better business conditions and I'm sure the Vice
President is interested in showing that.

DR. H.: Well, thank you so much.

MJIDR: Thank you, Dr. Heller.



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT

WASHINGTON

Mr. Johnson:

This is real rough --
but thought you might
want to see it before
it's recopied.

mi



The Attorney General to the Vice President, June 3, 1963, 12:02 pm

LBJ Hello.

AG Hello ?

LBJ Yes, General.

AG Do you have any further thoughts on this legislation ?

LBJ I sure do. Il'g-hq;tﬁa good many, but I-didm't-think-tirat-the-peint
«was with the limited information I had -- I've been in none of

I

M:""fhesemégﬁfiif"énces exceptlthe other day -- and.l-denlt-know-it, C’l AN
~Hve-never seemit. The-fizet-thing I got wee the message this — . “,, 7

morning at 8:00 and I gave my comments to Ted at 9:00. I've " . »

T

given a.gg?g deal of thought to it. I told Kenny today a-i-rm/- A

if he 'w , I'd be available any time the President wanted
to discuss it with me.

AG Do you think it's a good idea?

LBJ No, not the way we are approaching it, I don't.
AG What do you think we should do ?

LBJ Well, I'll talk toyou about it anytime you want to.

I don't think we can go into it on the phone. I think the objective

we seek is very desirable. I think the}:)bjective the Republicans

seek is to divide the President and the South. And I think that___h[. .

we may very well do that anyway. But Mwe-des I #hind€ that we 2.

ought to take precautions not to, if we can. And we must --

whatever we do -- do our homework so we can put the Republicans

in wakdel with us -- on the spot--ﬁnd stay here until we pass h‘d_g Lo 20

I don't think we are at that stage yet. I'll go into all the detailsjat i ;

but I think sending this message tomorrow -- if it's done -- will &? Mo

kill the President's program. I think that's bad. I think we've

got to W@Bp‘es legislation. I think we LAWQ

got to have one bill, but I think we ought to pick the time, we i

ought to pick the place, we ought to move thesf in with us and  “{,

make them golinstead of saying we're not doing enough/ and y>

i 8 2 we're doing too much. And, I don't think we've done that home-

Lo work. lLdemdtstiritidme I think we've got to do some work in the b

- South -- not 1ec£u£_t'o/0hon and not Lﬂ:ﬁh\tlfem as errant children <

ad -ﬂf)ﬁ?j-ﬁgfsay we're going to trea.tﬂﬁresa peoplé as Americans. And. '

o T b

I think we can that way get most of the votes for the bills we g!\ "By

#e have and then we'll just keep them here 1'_15?( we did in 98F—y

wis, 1957 G until we pass the bill. And we Baisa’see that the ol
leadership people like Mansfield, and people like Smathers, =
people like Mills and the rest of them realize that we're going
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to stay here until we pass it. But I'd get their #twff out of the
way, and while I was doing that, I'd talk to Mr. Eisenhower,
Republicans and say"ﬁmw how far do you want to go. How much
are you willing to do. We-think- Here's what we think, -
andgbapy-=~ this is a war, # we're in war, why we all get together
and close ranks, This is not a foreignone, it's a domestic
one, but if we don't do something about, we're going to
wreck this country. Let's quit playing politics with it --
% we're not trying to just get a few ward votes. We're trying
to treat everyone as Americans, And I'm fearful that as it
is, ifthe-south -- the Negro i Wilh GRORIASE ®o Tittle and the
South will consider it too much, then the President's program
will go down the drain and he will be the one that pays the
" price. I think that what he's got to do ultimately this session
~is)let the world know and the country know what you and I know
that he's on the side of every American -- in other words,
the government is behind the negro. And I think he's got
L:"-‘ to do that dramatics 1 't}_nnk that's more imporaant to him
than all the little bills that wé debated,alsmays. But once he
lets them know that then I think we've got to pick the bill,®,
go over them very carefully , consider every aspect of them, * pp
st see that they have as much bipartisap support as you-ecan— , et a8
and always be sure wou-get 67 votes for cloture/ which
you cajlfnmge_fc,’ which you don't have & which in my judgement,
you won't get unless we do a good deal of spade work ané
if you want me to give you an illustration or two of thlngs
M that I think should be done, I would ask the House to move

._flr

0 e

N day and night} Saturdays, and get these bills passed --
"jﬁ_//’?ﬁti@tax bill. I would ask the President to stop

in the Space Center in New Orleans 0 and I'd have
Henry Gonzales introdyce him in San Antonio -- maybe when
he goes to White Sands for 20 to 30 minutes. I'd have
every television showing this Mexicgn and I'd have the
President say something about him«” How proud he is
Q/“'d"”}" that all Americans have opporturnity and we want to see
~——tHat they\do in this country. I'd have him in the Georgia

G 2. thdzsg and I'd have Andy Hatcher walk,into the hotel where
64,1.4
’—[,{»’ he stays or speaks(with hin®y==_We did that in Richmond
during the last campaign as ¢ just a candidate and

»d«é(lg they didn't dare throw him out. And when I got these
(\/v"v

things) about June -- and I would go in _t.he—ref,h(?, s a,
/J)D’pmﬁ two or three peees as a part of mey general i ‘

statement fo elaborate some on some of the things that

you have said, that I haye said and he[8aid. But I'd say ,n_ﬁ__r

them right to their fac They'll respect his courage,

as it is now, they think we're just after votes, but we
Zan make them see that he's got a conscience, that

it's a human thing with him, that he's going to do what's
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right, I think that it'll have a little difderent approach— 0 £ ot
_fo= them. We may lose all the South, but we will at
lease have tried our best to be reasonable with them.

I think we're in danger either way, but I don't think that I
i .. enters into it. We've written our ticket and[got to see it ROy

‘through andlgot to do it because it's right. And if they
don't stay with us in the North, then that's our problem.
N But I just think it requires a good deal more attention
e = : - € L= TSI es : ; :
\ S and thought and homework) particularly in the legislative
-"}u;:,dfield. f=weu I was d1stre§sed that we are considering
s /.sending a message up her/in the morning that Mansfield / -
\ Ty and Smathers and the rest of them W:cked at and r 2 2, !
looked at and written their recommendations on. I had :
v, ~~-42 minutes to go over it, and d1d/_;ny suggestions were 'O
~ i< not very good, but here' 0T\ complete
1ntegratmn of all travels. Segregation still exists in many
¢~ places-~ we ought not to claim that it doesn't, because we
“._know it does. I think that-Segregated | i,
Se Segregated Fac111t1m a bnrrze*\to job opportumty.
I think that the way the message reads now sounds like lww— LJ*
was trying to take careof some negro tourists or Ambassadors.
I think we ought to point out thatauhat problems-really-got-is= "fj
here is a negro who is offered a job by an employer and AR A,
the employer has a right to find the best woe'ker and the / ‘,,ﬂ’ 5
negro has the right to find the best job,as it is now, he _
can't move to take a job in a segregate&f art of the country N\

L 2 because his family can't have housing, can't have schojling, 5
/T/ e can't go to the parks and all these other things. And that's Sk
S __the reason we want to open e public facilities and see

AA that these E_eplebave__“ r1gh¢'not just because somebodl\@
““wants a tour through the country. 1 thmk that more

W the message ought to be on reat national a_
problem not just a sectional one. Fablsing about Birmingham

; -~ a great deal -- 1'd mention Philadelphia too 50 they won't ™ 7-(9
L:;)' hit the President over the head with the fact that this is a
straight out North and South fight, I'd say what you said g
@ to the Governors the other day,that it's a real national problem fa-_'
T and it's in Chicago as you told Turner and it's in Philadelphia i
and it's in other places. And fhose are some of the thoughtsc} ‘X
have. &\
-
AG I think those are some good ideas. Well, actually, I wanted &

to find out if you and the President could get together today.

LBJ I'll do it anytime you want to or anytime the President does.
I think the danger is that\the thing is Mttﬁth
a0 [)_p interpreted as tgo little and too much. The negroes won't think ],

Can,
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LBJ.

it's enough because they want a moral commitment and the
South will think it's too much.

OK. Thank you a lot.

Bye



Telephone Call from the Attorney General to the Vice President, June 3, 1963,
12:02 pm

LBJ Hello.

AG Hello ?

LBJ Yes, General.

AG Do you have any further thoughts on this legislation?

LBJ I sure do. I have a good many, but -~ with the limited informa-

tion I had -~ I've been in none of these conferences except one
the other day -- I was not in a position to be extensive this
morning. I got the message this morning at 8:00, and I gave
my conuments to Ted at 9:00. I've given a good deal of thought
to it. I told Kenny today that if he wished, I'd be available any
time the President wanted to discuss it with me.

AG Do you think it's a good idea?

LBJ No, not the way we are approaching it, I don't.

AG What do you think we should do ?

LBJ Well, I'll talk to you about it any time you want to. I don't think

we can go into it on the phone. I think the objective we seek is
very desirable. I think the objective the Republicans seek is to
divide the President and the South. And I think that we may very
well do that anyway. But I believe that we ought to take pre-
cautions not to, if we can. And we must -- whatever we do -~

do our homework so we can put the Republicans in with us -- on
the spot -- and stay here until we pass the bill. I don't think we
are at that stage yet. I'll go into all the details at any time, but
I think sending this message tomorrow -- if it's done -- will kill
the President's program. I think that's bad. I think we've got

to pass legislation. I think we have got to have one bill, but I
think we ought to pick the time, we ought to pick the place, we
ought to move the Republicans in with us and make them go along
instead of saying we're not doing enough and we're doing too much.
And, I don't think we're done that homework. I think we've got to
do some work in the South -- not lecture to the people and not
treat them as errant children, but just say we're going to treat
all people as Americans. And I think we can, that way, get most
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of the votes for the bills we must have, and then we'll just keep
them here like we did in 1957 until we pass the bill. And we
must see that the leadership people like Mansfield, and people
like Smathers, people like Mills and the rest of them, realize
that we're going to stay here until we pass it. But I'd get

their measures out of the way, and while I was doing that, I'd
talk to Mr. Eisenhower, and the Republicans and say, '"'Now
how far do you want to go. How much are you willing to do.
Here's what we think." This is a war. When we're in war, we
all get together and close ranks. This is not a foreign one, it's
a domestic one. But if we don't do something about it, we're
going to wreck this country. Let's quit playing politics with

it -- we're not trying to just get a few ward votes. Welre
trying to treat everyone as Americans. And I'm fearful that

as it ie, the Negro will consider the program too little and

the South will consider it too much. Then the President's
Program will go down the drain, and he will be the onc (hat
pays the price. 1 think that what he's got to do ultimately this
session is to let the world know and the country know what you
and I know already -~ that he's on the side of every American -~
in other words, the government is behind the negro. And I think
he's got to do that dramatically. I think that's more important
to him than all the little bills that we have debated. But once
he lets them know that then I think we've got to pick the bills,
go over them very carefully, consider every aspect of them,
see that they have as much bipartisan support as possible and
always be sure we have 67 votes for cloture which you can get
but which you don't have -- and which, in my judgement, you
won't get unless we do a good deal of spade work. If vou

want me to give you an illustration or two of things that I

think should be done, I would ask the House to move day and
night and Saturdays, and get these bills passed -- particularly
the tax bill. I would ask the President to stop in the Space
Center in New Orleans or Mississippi and I'd have Henry
Gonzales introduce him in San Antonio -- maybe when he goes
to White Sands for 20 to 30 minutes. I'd have every television
showing this Mexican, and I'd have the President say something
about him -- how proud he is that all Americans have opportunity
and we want to see that they always do in this country. I'd have
him in Georgia, and I'd have Andy Hatcher walk with him into
the hotel where he stays or speaks ~- we did that in Richmond
during the last campaign when I was just a candidate and they
didn't dare throw him out. And when I got these things through
about June (garbled) and I would go in those areas
and make two or three speeches as a part of the things that you
have said, that I have said, and he has said. But I'd say them
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right to their faces. They'll respect his courage. As it is

now, they think we're just after votes, but we can make them

see that he's got a conscience, that it's a human thing with him,
that he's going to do what's right. I think that it'll have a little
different effect on them. We may lose all the South, but we will
at least have tried our best to be reasonable with them. I

think we're in danger either way, but I don't think that enters into
it. Welve written our ticket and have got to see it through and
have got to do it because it's right. And if they don't stay with
us in the North, then that's our problem. But I just think it
requires a good deal more attention and thought and homework --
particularly in the legislative field. I was distressed that we

are considering sending a message up here in the morning that
Mansfield and Smathers and the rest of them haven't picked at &nd
looked at and written their recommendations on. I had 42 minutes
to go over it, and did. My suggestions were not very good, but
here's a few. We speak of complete integration of all terminals.
Segregation still exists in many places -- we ought not to claim
that it doesn't, because we know it does. I think that segregaied
facilities act as a barrier to job opportunity. I think that the

way the message reads now sounds like he was trying to take care
of some Negro tourists of Ambassadors. I think we ought to
point out the real problem -- that here is a negro who is offered
a job by an employer and the employer has a right to find the

best worker and the negro has the right to find the best job. As
it is now, he can't move to take a job in a segregated part of

the country, because his family can't have housing, can't have
schooling, can't go to the parks and all these other things. And
And that's the reason we want to open these public facilities

and see that these people have their rights -~ not just because
somebody wants a tour through the country. I think that more
stress in the message ought to be on a great national problem --
not just a sectional one. The message talks about Birmingham

a great deal -- I'd mention Philadelphia too, so they won't hit

the President over the head with the fact that this is a

straight out North and South fight. I'd say what you said to

the Governors the other day -- that it's a real national problem
and it's in Chicago as you told Turner, and it's in Philadelphia
and it's in other places. And those are some of the thoughts I
have,

I think those are some good ideas. Well, actually, I wanted
to find out if you and the President could get together today.

I'll do it anytime you want to or anytime the President does.
I think the danger is that as the thing is now constituted, it can
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be interpreted as too little and too much. The negroes won't
think it's enough because they want a moral commitment, and
the South will think it's too much.

AG OK. Thank you a lot.

LBJ Bye.

o
-




The Attorney General to the Vice President, June 3, 1963, 12:02 pm

LBJ

AG

LBJ

AG

LBJ

AG

LBJ

AG

Hello.,

Hello ?

Yes, General.

Do you have any further thoughts on this legislation?

I sure do. I got a good many, but I dida't think that the point
was with the limited information I had -~ I've been in none of
these conferences except the other day -- and I don't know it,
I've never seen it. The first thing I got was the message this
morning at 8:00 and I gave my comments to Ted at 9:00. I've
given a good deal of thought to it. I told Kenny today and --
if he wanted it, I'd be available any time the President wanted
to discuss it with me,

Do you think it's a good idea?
No, not the way we are approaching it, I don't.
What do you think we should do?

Well, I'll talk tsyou about it anytime you want to.

I don't think we can go into it on the phone. I think the objective
we seek is very desirable. I think theobjective the Republicans
seek is to divide the President and the South. And I think that

we may very well do that anyway. But if we do, I think that we
ought to take precautions not to, if we can. And we must --
whatever we do -- do our homework so we can put the Republicans
in whieh with us -- on the spot. And stay here until we pass it.

I don't think we are at that stage yet. I'll go into all the details,
but I think sending this message tomorrow -- if it's done -- will
kill the President's program. I think that's bad. I think we've
got to have this. I think we got to pass legislation. I think we
got to have one bill, but I think we ought to pick the time, we
ought to pick the place, we ought to move them in with us and
make them go instead of saying we're not doing enough/ and
we're doing too much. And, I don't think we've done that home-
work., Idon't think -- [ think we've got to do some work in the
South -~ not lecture to them and not teach them as errant children
but just say we're going to treat these people as Americans. And
I think we can that way get most of the votes for the bills we got
to have and then we'll just keep them here like we did in 1937 --
uh, 1957 -- until we pass the bill. And we got to see that the
leadership people like Mansfield, and people like Smathers,
people like Mills and the rest of them realize that we're going
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to stay here until we pass it. But I'd get their stuff out of the
way, and while I was doing that, I'd talk to Mr. Eisenhower,
Republicans and say now how far do you want to go. How much
are you willing to do. We-think- Here's what we think,

and try -- this is a war -- we're in war why we all get together
and close ranks. This is not a foreignone, it's a domestic
one, but if we don't do something about, we're going to
wreck this country. Let's quit playing politics with it --
we're not trying to just get a few ward votes. We're trying
to treat everyone as Americans, And I'm fearful that as it
is, if the south -- the Negro iVHLERRAESE #So little and the
South will consider it too much, then the President's program
will go down the drain and he will be the one that pays the
price. I think that what he's got to do ultimately this session
is let the world know and the country know what you and I know
that he's on the side of every American -- in other words,
the government is behind the negro. And I think he's got

to do that dramatic. I think that's more imporaant to him
than all the liitle bills that we debated always. But once he
lets them know that then I think we've got to pick the bill,

go over them very carefully , consider every aspect of them,
see that they have as much bipartisam support as you can
and always be sure you got 67 votes for cloture/ which

you can get -- which you don't have -- which in my judgement
you won't get unless we do a good deal of spade work and

if you want me to give you an illustration or two of things

that I think should be done, I would ask the House to move
day and night, Saturdays, and get these bills passed -~
particularly tax bill. I would ask the President to stop

in the Space Center in New Orleans or Mise. and I'd have
Henry Gonzales introduce him in San Antonio -- maybe when
he goes to White Sands ¢he for 20 to 30 minutes. I'd have
every television showing this Mexiczn and I'd have the
President say something about him. How proud he is

that all Americans have opporturnity and we want to see

that they do in this country. I'd have him in the Georgia
thing and I'd have Andy Hatcher walk into the hotel where

he stays or speaks with hirp -~ we did that in Richmond
during the last campaign b i u$ just a candidate and

they didn't dare throw him out. And when I got these

things about June -- and I would go in there

and say in two or three pieces as a part of my general
statement to elaborate some on some of the things that

you have said, that [ have said and he said. But I'd say

them right to their face. They'll respect his courage

as it is now, they think we're just after votes, but we

can make them see that he's got a conscience, that
it's a human thing with him, that he's going to do what's
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right, I think that it'll have a little difderent approach

for them. We may lose all the South, but we will at

lease have tried our best to be reasonable with them.

I think we're in danger either way, but I don't think that
enters into it. We've written our ticket and got to see it
through and got to do it because it's right. And if they

don't stay with us in the North, then that's our problem.

But I just think it requires a good deal more attention

and thought and homework particularly in the legislative

field, d-wew I was distressed that we are considering

sending a message up her in the morning that Mansfield

and Smathers and the rest of them hadn't picked at and

looked at and written their recommendations on. I had

42 minutes to go over it, and did, my suggestions were

not very good, but here's complete

integration of all travels. Segregation still exists in many

pBlaces-- we ought not to claim that it doesn't, because we
know it does. I think that-Segregated

Segregated Facilities Act is a barried to job opportunity.

I think that the way the message reads now sounds like hw
was trying to take careof some negro tourists or Ambassadors.,
I think we ought to point out that what problems really got is
here is a negro who is offered a job by an employer and

the employer has a right to find the best woerker and the
negro has the right to find the best job as it is now he

can't move to take a job in a segregated part of the country
because his family can't have housing, can't have scholling,
can't go to the parks and all these other things. And that's

the reason we want to open this public facilities and se

that these peoplehave that right not just because somebody
wants a tour through the country. 1 think that more

stress of the message ought to be on this great national
problem not just a sectional one. Talking about Birmingham
a great deal -~ I'd mention Philadelphia too so they won't

hit the President over the head with the fact that this is a
straight out North and South fight. I'd say what you said

to the Governors the other day that it's a real national problem
and it's in Chicago as you told Turner and it's in Philadelphia
and it's in other places. And fhose are some of the thoughts :
have.

I think those are some good ideas. Well, actually, I wanted
to find out if you and the President could get together today.

I'll do it anytime you want to or anytime the President does.
I think the danger is that the thing is not constitued and
interpreted as two little and too much. The negroes won't think



it's enough because they want a moral eommitmnnt and the
South will think it's too much.

AG OK. Thank you a lot.

LBJ. Bye




MR. VICE PRESIDENT,
Here are the two edited conversations you requested.

GER-
July 9, 1963



THESE ARE EXTRACTS OF A CONVERSATION BETWEEN VICE PRESIDENT
LYNDON B. JOHNSON AND TED SORENSON, JUNE 3, 1963.

VICE PRESIDENT JOHNSON: First I think we need to do our home work before
we send a message to Congress, and I don't think we can do that unless we
spend some time on the Message,

Second, I think we need to exchange viewpoints on what legislation
we can get, and try to get everything legitimate we can but also try to be sure
that we can get what we ask for,

Third, I think that the Negro wants something more than a voting
bill or a minor school matter in a military installation or even access to
public facilities. I believe that what he really wants is a feeling that the
President and his Cabinet have a moral commitment to side with him in his
desire to be treated as an American,

Summarizing, I would say that a good deal needs to be done before
we bring this matter before Congress, including securing commitments from
the leadership and examining the bill carefully to be certain that anything in
it that is ridiculous is removed. Don't forget that President Eisenhower killed
Title III by saying he didn't know it was in the bill, And if that happens to us,

it will be impossible for many good people to support the measure, * * ¥

(more)



We can lose the South either way, but I think the people will have a
Iot more respect for us if we face up to the issue as Americans, As it is,

I am afraid that many people think we are just after votes -~ and I don't think
we are, The issue goes a lot further than that. Should we face up to this
problem? The answer is yes. Should we do it by legislation? The answer

is yes.

We should approach the leaders of the other party, We have to ask
them how far they are ready to go? How many votes have they got? What
are they willing to do? These are Americans and should be treated as such, ***

I don't think you can ever get their agreement (Southern Senators).

But I am sure that you can get their respect and I think you can get the respect
of their States, * * *

I have always believed that the No. 1 ingredient and necessity of any
civil rights bill ought to be a conciliation service just like the Labor Department
has, and if you had one in Atlanta, and they sent a man out to Jackson instead
of having other officials and the Army going in, perhaps people could be pulled
together, It was suggested tome in 1957 that the Liberals thought it was too
soft and it wouldn’t do any good and the Southerners thought it was FEPC -~ but
I still believe that a professional conciliation service -~ with real human beings
running it -- ought to be a part of the bill, * * *

(more)



The President should say: *We have a Golden Rule -~ do unto others
as you would have them do unto you., I am leader of this country and when I
order men into battle, I order those men without regard to color. The Negro
can go into a fox~-hole; the Mexican can go into a fox-hole; and so can others,
We have to have the same philosophy about people driving down a highway looking
for a place to eat, Iam going to ask the Congress to say that we will all be
treated without regard to Tac€esses’ * * *

I know the risks are great and these moves might cost us the South,
But those States may be lost anyway., The difference is that if the President
just enforces court decrees the South will feel that it has yielded to force,
But if he goes and looks them in the eye and states the moral issue and the
Christian issue, the Southerners will at least respect his courage. sees I
think the Southern white and the Negro share one point of view that is identical.
They are not certain that the government is on the side of the Negro. The
whites think that we are just playing politics to carry New York, and the
Negroes feel a suspicion that we are just doing what we have to do (under
pressure) and until that feeling is laid to rest, I don't think we are going

to have much of a solution, * * *

(more)



I have spoken from Milwaukee to Chicago to New York to Los Angeles
and in Gettysburg and Dallas and Johnson City, Texas, I think that I know one
thing -- the Negroes are tired of being told they should be "patient" and they
are tired of a piecemeal approach. They want a moral commitment that the
government is behind them. scese

I do not think that it is impossible to pass a good, constructive bill
along the lines you have got. I think it is possible to pass probably a stronger
one -- after it has been thought through, * * *

I said some of the things I said at Gettysburg from every train stop
in the South (during the campaign) and I looked them right in the eye when I
said them. And every reporter was trying to find me running from the issue.
But we said those things and they respected us. ... When the President says
those things the decent people and the preachers will come and support him,

I have been to North Carolina this year at a Jefferson-Jackson Day
dinner and I have been into Florida., In neither place would they allow Negroes
in the audience, I said I am going to come and I am going to talk about
Constitutional rights and I want them (Negroes) on the platform with me.

And if you don't let them come I am not coming period. They put Negroes
on the platform in both places, * * *

(more)



More than 100 years ago in the Lincoln-Douglas debates Lincoln said
no nation can endure half slave and half free. Now no world can endure half
slave and half free and we have got to do something about it in our own countrys. sess
I don't think you want these people to go on the unemployment rolls in Detroit
and Los Angeles. I think they ought to be trained here at home so they can
learn a job, * * *

Should we have legislation? The answer is yes. Should we have
legislation that is substantially of this type? The answer is yes. Can it be
improved on? The answer is yes, What should we do before we send it?

I would say Republicans one; public sentiment two; the South three;
legislators four; Negro leaders five. Then, when I got ready to swing, I would
go the whole way and I would not let anybody deter me or dissuade me, I am
looking at a couch that I slept on for 37 nights, but I produced quorums at 2:00 A.M,
and 4:00 A.M, and that is what you have got to be prepared to dos sses

We have a little popgun and I want to pull out the cannon, and the
President's cannon, and he should be on all the TV networks, speaking from
his conscience -- not at a rally in Harlem but at a place in Mississippi or
Texas or Louisiana, Just have an honor guard there with a few Negroes in
it and let him reach over there and point and say: ‘I have to order these men

(more)



into battle in the fox-holes carrying that flag and I don't ask them what their
name is == Gomez or Smith -~ or their color or their religion. If I can order
them into battle, I must make it possible for them to eat and sleep in this
country. Then everybody can go home and ask his wife what is wrong with

that proposition? And they can go searching their conscience., Every preacher
can start preaching about it. We must recognize this moral force and put it

to work, * * *

The big problem is saying to the Baldwins and the Kings and to the
rest of them that we will give you our moral commitment -~ the government
is behind you. You do not have to do it in the streets. You can do it in the
courthouses and in the Congress. Now let us get ready for that and use the

same energy talking to the peoples sssees

#E#



EXTRACTS FROM A CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE ATTORNEY
GENERAL AND THE VICE PRESIDENT, JUNE 3, 1963.

THE VICE PRESIDENT: I think we have got to pass legislation, I think we
have got to have one bill, But I think we ought to pick the time, we ought to
pick the place, we ought to move the Republicans in with us and make them
go along instead of saying we are not doing enough and we are doing too much,

And, Idon’t think we have done that home work. I think we have got
to do some work in the South -~ not lecture to the people and not treat them
as errant children, but just say we are going to treat all of the people as
Americans., And I think we can, that way, get most of the votes for the bills
we must have, and then we will just keep them here like we did in 1957 until
we pass the bill, And we must see that the leadership people like Mansfield,
and people like Smathers, people like Mills and the rest of them, realize that
we are going to stay here until we pass it. * * ¥

But if we don’t do something about it, we are going to wreck this
country, Let's quit playing politics with it =~ we are not trying to get just
a few ward votes. We are trying to treat everyone as Americans, And I am
fearful that as it is, the Negroes will consider the program too little and the

South will consider it too muche ssss

(more)
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We may lose all of the South, but we will at least have tried our best
to be reasonable with them, I think we are in danger either way. But I don't
think that enters into it. We have written our ticket and have got to see it
through and have got to do it because it is right. And if they don't stay with
us in the North, then that is our problem,. But I just think it requires a good
deal more attention and thought and home work -~ particularly in the legislative
field, ***

We speak of complete integration of our terminals., Segregation still
exists in many places -~ we ought not to claim that it doesn't because we know
it does, I think segregated facilities act as a barrier to job opportunity. I think
that the way the Message reads now sounds like he was trying to take care of
some Negro tourists or Ambassadors.,

I think we ought to point out the real problems -~ that here is a Negro
who is offered a job by an employer, and the employer has a right to find the
best worker and the Negro has the right to find the best job. As it is now, he
can't move to take a job in a segregated part of the country because his family
cannot have housing, can't have schooling, can't go to the parks and all these
other things. And that's the reason we want to open these public facilities
and see that these people have their rights -- not just because somebody wants
a tour through the country.

(more)



I think that more stress in the Message ought to be on a great
national -- not just a sectional one.

#H##




Telephone Call from the Attorney General to the Vice President, June 3, 1963,
12:02 pm

LBJ Hello.

AG Hello ?

LBJ Yes, General.

AG Do you have any further thoughts on this legislation?

LBJ I sure do. I have a good many, but -- with the limited informa-
tion I had -- I've been in none of these conferences except one

the other day -- I was not in a position to be extensive this
morning. I got the message this morning at 8:00, and I gave
my comments to Ted at 9:00, I've given a good deal of thought
to it. I told Kenny today that if he wished, I'd be available any
time the President wanted to discuss it with me.

AG Do you think it's a good idea ?

LBJ No, not the way we are approaching it, I don't.

AG What do you think we should do ?

LBJ Well, I'll talk to you about it any time you want to. I don't think

we can go into it on the phone. I think the objective we seek is
very desirable. I think the objective the Republicans seek is to
divide the President and the South. And I think that we may very
well do that anyway. But I believe that we ought to take pre-
cautions not to, if we can. And we must -- whatever we do --

do our homework so we can put the Republicans in with us -~ on
the spot -- and stay here until we pass the bill. I don't think we
are at that stage yet. I'll go into all the details at any time, but
I think sending this message tomorrow -~ if it's done -~ will kill
the President's program. I think that's bad. I think we've got

to pass legislation. I think we have got to have one bill, but I
think we ought to pick the time, we ought to pick the place, we
ought to move the Republicans in with us and make them go along
instead of saying we're not doing enough and we're doing too much.
And, I don't think we'¥e done that homework. I think we've got to
do some work in the South -- not lecture to the people and not
treat them as errant children, but just say we're going to treat
all people as Americans. And I think we can, that way, get most



of the votes for the bills we must have, and then we'll just keep
them here like we did in 1957 until we pass the bill. And we
must see that the leadership people like Mansfield, and people
like Smathers, people like Mills and the rest of them, realize
that we're going to stay here until we pass it. But I'd get

their measures out of the way, and while I was doing that, I'd
talk to Mr. Eisenhower, and the Republicans and say, '""Now
how far do you want to go. How much are you willing to do.
Here's what we think." This is a war. When we're in war, we
all get together and close ranks. This is not a foreign one, it's
a domestic one. But if we don't do something about it, we're
going to wreck this country. Let's quit playing politics with

it -~ we're not trying to just get a few ward votes. We're
trying to treat everyone as Americans. And I'm fearful that

as it is, the Negro will consider the program too little and

the South will consider it too much. Then the President's
Program will go down the drain, and he will be the one that
pays the price. I think that what he's got to do ultimately this
session is to let the world know and the country know what you
and I know already -- that he's on the side of every American --
in other words, the government is behind the negro. And I think
he's got to do that dramatically. I think that's more important
to him than all the little bills that we have debated. But once
he lets them know that then I think we've got to pick the bills,
go over them very carefully, consider every aspect of them,
see that they have as much bipartisan support as possible and
always be sure we have 67 votes for cloture which you can get
but which you don't have -- and which, in my judgement, you
won't get unless we do a good deal of spade work. If you

want me to give you an illustration or two of things that I

think should be done, I would ask the House to move day and
night and Saturdays, and get these bills passed -~ particularly
the tax bill. I would ask the President to stop in the Space
Center in New Orleans or Mississippi and I'd have Henry
Gonzales introduce him in San Antonio -- maybe when he goes
to White Sands for 20 to 30 minutes. I'd have every television
showing this Mexican, and I'd have the President say something
about him -~ how proud he is that all Americans have opportunity
and we want to see that they always do in this country. I'd have
him in Georgia, and I'd have Andy Hatcher walk with him into
the hotel where he stays or speaks -- we did that in Richmond
during the last campaign when I was just a candidate and they
didn't dare throw him out. And when I got these things through
about June (garbled) and I would go in those areas
and make two or three speeches as a part of the things that you
have said, that I have said, and he has said. But I'd say them




AG

LBJ
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right to their faces. They'll respect his courage. As it is

now, they think we're just after votes, but we can make them

see that he's got a conscience, that it's a human thing with him,
that he's going to do what's right, I think that it'll have a little
different effect on them, We may lose all the South, but we will
at least have tried our best to be reasonable with them. I

think we're in danger either way, but I don't think that enters into
it., Welve written our ticket and have got to see it through and
have got to do it because it's right. And if they don't stay with

us in the North, then that's our problem. But I just think it
requires a good deal more attention and thought and homework --
particularly in the legislative field. I was distressed that we

are considering sending a message up here in the morning that
Mansfield and Smathers and the rest of them haven't picked at and
looked at and written their recommendations on, I had 42 minutes
to go over it, and did. My suggestions were not very good, but
here's a few. We speak of complete integration of all terminals.
Segregation still exists in many places -- we ought not to claim
that it doesn't, because we know it does. I think that segregated
facilities act as a barrier to job opportunity. I think that the

way the message reads now sounds like he was trying to take care
of some Negro tourists of Ambassadors. I think we ought to
point out the real problem -- that here is a negro who is offered
a job by an employer and the employer has a right to find the

best worker and the negro has the right to find the best job. As
it is now, he can't move to take a job in a segregated part of

the country, because his family can't have housing, can't have
schooling, can't go to the parks and all these other things. And
And that's the reason we want to open these public facilities

and see that these people have their rights -- not just because
somebody wants a tour through the country. I think that more
stress in the message ought to be on a great national problem --
not just a sectional one, The message talks about Birmingham

a great deal -~ I'd mention Philadelphia too, so they won't hit

the President over the head with the fact that this is a

straight out North and South fight. I'd say what you said to

the Governors the other day -~ that it's a real national problem
and it's in Chicago as you told Turner, and it's in Philadelphia
and it's in other places. And those are some of the thoughts I
have.

I think those are some good ideas. Well, actually, I wanted
to find out if you and the President could get together today.

I'll do it anytime you want to or anytime the President does.
I think the danger is that as the thing is now constituted, it can
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be interpreted as too little and too much., The negroes won't
think it's enough because they want a moral commitment, and
the South will think it's too much.

AG OK. Thank you a lot.

LBJ Bye.




EXTRACTS OF CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE VICE PRESIDENT AND TED
SORENSON 6-3-63.

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Summarized -- I would say that a good deal needs

to be done before this thing comes up, including
getting commitments from Mansfield, Smathers and getting anything ridiculous
out of the bill that would kill it -~ like Eisenhower killed TITLE III by saying he
didn't know what was in it. And I think that by the time they point out a few
things in these bills that you will make it impossible for people like even Albert
to support it =~ or Boggs -~ who are good men. They have got to have more to
do with being a part of it.

I would hope that the President would make an appearance somewhere in the South
before he sends a recommendation =~ not to lecture them or treat them as if they
were children, but to plan to have on the platform with the President the Vice Presi~
dent and the Cabinet, .... If we lose the South either way, they will have a lot
more respect for him if the man himself says how he feels as an American, and
then they will buy some Message up here, and he will have a lot more support.

As it is, I am afraid that they think we are just after votes == and I don't think

we are, It goes a lot further than that, Should we face up to this Negro problem?
The answer is yes. Should we do it by legislation? The answer is yes. Should
we do it along the general line? The answer is yes. And the timing -~ I think

the President should pick the time and the place.

% % %

THE VICE PRESIDENT: +sss There was a rule change up here that we spent 6
weeks on, and nothing was done about it, Idon't

think it ought to have been done anyway. But anyway this time I think that

whatever the man recommends ought to be the minimum -- and it ought to be

a must.

SORENSON: Well I think we all agree to that, And I think that --
if I may say so ~= I think we have tried to do our

home work on this Message and get to work on the billssess

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Good, good.

SORENSON: And maybe if any partS....

(more)
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THE VICE PRESIDENT: I am not familiar with the bills...

SORENSON: «»oAnd any parts of the bill, I would like to have
them pointed outs ...

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Fine., Well, I haven't seen it and I don't know
about the home work, but I leaned over to Kennedy

this morning and I said: "Have you talked to any of the leaders about this in

advance -~ any Southerners ™~ and he said yes, he thought he had talked it

over with Russell. Now I don't know anything about that and maybe this has

all been done. You asked me for my reaction and I gave it to you. It hadn’t

been checked with me. Idon't know ... maybe they have talked with the Russells

and the Hills and the others. Maybe they see eye to eye. Idon't think you can

ever get their agreement, But I am sure that you can get their respect and I

think you can get the respect of their States. I think that the Rockefellers and

the Javitswaiit to throw the South away and tear it apart. They have tried to do

that with us ever since we came in. They tried to do it before Los Angeles.

The meanest letter I got was from Barry Goldwater, calling me a hypocritebecause

I would run with a fellow like Kennedy. Now they are going to succeed in doing

that the way we are going at it right now. And they may succeed anyway. And

I think that the time is right upon us that we will have to take that gamble. I

think that we ought to prepare the way and put the Republicans in there with us,

because we have got to get 67 votes and I don't believe we have done that,

Has anybody talked to Dirksen and said: *What are your minimums -~ if your
Party really believes in civil rights how much does it believe in them and what

are you ready to do about it?' Javits has no votes, the President said this morning.
Now we know where he stands. But he is just a foil -- he is just an agent to go

out and stir all this stuff up so that they can bust up the President's combination -~
and it is a winning one. Now I wouldn't let them get me with this trick. I would
move right in with them.

SORENSON: The important thing, though, as you say, is that
we have got to face up to the problem and we have
got to send up a bill.

THE VICE PRESIDENT: You have got to +vu4s

(more)



SORENSON: You have got a pretty good bill, and I think it is
a minimum bill, and I think it is one that we can
stand behind.

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Well, I haven't seen the bill. I don't know. But

I think we ought to go through it and explore it and
we ought to see what we can do and what we can add to it. Idon't know if anybody
has given it a thought, but I have always believed that the number one ingredient
and necessity of any civil rights bill ought to be a conciliation service just like
the Labor Department has, and if you had one in Atlanta and they sent a man
out to Jackson, instead of the Attorney General, the Assistant Attorney General,
and the Army going in, why perhaps they could pull these things together. Ted
Kheel suggested it to me in 1957, and the Liberals thought it was soft and wouldn't
do any good and the Hstlands thought it was FEPC. But I still believe that a
professional conciliation service -- where you have real human beings running
it -- ought to be a part of the bill.

SORENSON: Yes. As a matter of fact, the bill that we have
sent up already, which will be included in this
bill, on the civil rights commission would give it that....

THE VICE PRESIDENT: That's fine. I have seen nothing like that and I
don't know.

* %k %

THE VICE PRESIDENT: «seo] just think that the President ought to number one:

move the Republicans in with him; two: ought to move
some Southern sentiment in here ahead of his Message with him on the basis of
what is right - - the Golden Rule.

SORENSON: How are we going to do that?

THE VICE PRESIDENT: I would say -- seriously consider an appearance in
wherever our space center is in Mississippi or New

Orleans. But of course ...

SORENSON: But he was just down there.

(more)



THE VICE PRESIDENT: Yes, I understand that -- but not on this matter.
I would seriously consider a reception in San
Antonio. It is a pretty integrated town and you have a Mexican Congressman.
It would really open their eyes .... maybe New Mexico would do it, I don't
know, but there are a lot of Mexicans there -- 300,000. This is not a Negro
problem -- it is an American problem. And I think he needs to do sorne of
these things before Washington goes to handing down to them these things....

Now if any of these things appeal to you or to the President, I will try to write
down the steps that I would take or recommend if you will let me see the bills
and take a little time. Maybe he feels it is incumbent that he acts before he
leaves., If he does, then....

SORENSON: I think that it is tough to put it off another week.

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Tough to?

SORENSON: Yes.

THE VICE PRESIDENT: That's the decision that he has to make. If you
want my judgment, my judgment is that I would

put it off until I got some of this program through.

SORENSON: Without being. ...

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Yes, sir. Idon't see that he is going to do much
now except hurt himself by getting it up now. I

sure wouldn't touch it, unless I had the leadership behind him.

SORENSON: Well, I think the leadership is behind him, the
leadership that we had there this morning.

THE VICE PRESIDENT: I don’t think so. Idon't think@, that they know
what's in it and(b) when they know I don't think
they can be with this situation as it is right now and....

SORENSON: What is it you think we would have to take out of
it to get them behind it?

(more)



THE VICE PRESIDENT: I don't think you might have to take out anything.
You might be able to add things to it. But I just
think that the climate... The President is going to have to get some agitation
for doing right for the South -- which he can do from the pulpits and from the
people... What I would like to see done is to develop a task force immediately
on the regional basis -- start with the people from the press and spread to the
public leaders and get into the towns where they are known and try to let the people
know that the problem confronts all Americans... I don't know where the space
center is in Mississippi but I think it will be very appropriate if the President
went in there and invited the Senators and the Congressmen to go with him,
If he made a talk on the future and then took maybe 3 out of 12 minutes and
said: "Now I don't want to come here without talking about Constitutional rights
and we are all Americans. We have a Golden Rule -~ do unto others as you
would have them do unto you. Now I am leader of this country and when I order
men into battle I order a man without regard to color to carry our flag in the
foxhole. The Negro can do that, the Mexican can do it, and others can do it.
We have got to do the same thing when we drive down the highway in places to
eat. I am going to have to ask you all to do this thing. And I am going to have
to ask the Congress to say we will all be treated without regard to race...'
The good people -- the church people -- I think have to come around to him. Not
the majority of them, maybe, but a good many of them over the country. It
would really unify the North and he would be looking them straight in the face.

SORENSON: Well I think that's a good idea and....

THE VICE PRESIDENT: I would do it at San Antonio. Iwould let a Mexican
Congressman -- I would just show them there

isn't anything terrible about this business, that here in the heart of the Southland

you have got a fellow whose mother was born out of this country and he's in

Congress.... As it is now, the President's Message doesn't get over, He

gets it up here and every man -- it is just like a manifesto -~ every person

has got to sign that manifesto or he is ostracized in his own community and

he is defeated. Now the President has to go in there without cussing anybody

or fussing at anybody, with a bunch of Congressmen sitting there listening to

him, and he has got to be the leader of the nation and make a moral commitment

to them. And they cannot insult him for doing it -- not in the lecture forum but

in a kind of informational forum. This fellow Baldwin says: 'I don't want to

marry your daughter. I want to get you off my back.' And that's what these

Negroes want. They want that moral commitment and that will do more to

(more)



satisfy them than your bill will. I mean you have got to have your bill too, but
I think we are running the risk of touching off about a 3 or 4 month debate that
will kill his program and inflame the country and wind up with a mouse. And

I don't think that means that the legislative approach ought to be abandoned but
I think it means that the subject proposals have got to be weighed a little more
carefully than I have been able to weigh them.... I wouldn't have him go down
there and meet Wallace and get in a tussle with him. I would pick my own time
and my own place,..

I think that he ought to talk frankly and freely, rather understandingly and maybe
fatherly, and he should state morally his position. He should do it without
equivocation, not as a mean man trying to punish a child. I know these risks
are great and they might cost us the South, but those States just may be lost
anyway. The difference is that if the President just enforces court decrees

the South will feel that it has yielded to force. But if he goes out there and
looks them in the eye and states the moral issue and the Christian issue, and

if he does it face to face the Southerners will at least respect his courage....

I think the Southern white and Negro share one point of view that is identical --
they are not certain that the government is on the side of the Negro. The whites
think that we are just playing politics to carry New York, and the Negroes are
suspicious that we are just going to do what we have got to do. Until that is

laid to rest, I don't think you are going to have much of a solution.

* % ¥

THE VICE PRESIDENT: This is just what the Republican Party -- if I were
their manager this is what I would recommend they do,

and this is what they are doing. They are standing back giggling. And here Javits

gets Humphrey pretty souped on a few terrible demonstrations. We get civil war

going on in the South and move Kennedy in and they cut off the South from him

and roll up the bridge -- that's what they want to do.

If I were Kennedy, I wouldn't let them call my signals..... Let them chew on it
a day or two, because this world wasn't made in a day. I would be sure that I had
a good solid program and that I would get the Republicans with me, if I can, and
get my leaders with me, and then when I moved, I wouldn't be stopped. Now he

(more)



has already tried this literacy bill -~ this shooting from the hip business -- and
they messed around here 4 or 5 days and had a little perfunctory vote and that's
hypocritical. Don't you think so?

SORENSON: Last year, you mean?
THE VICE PRESIDENT: Yes.
SORENSON: Well, I think that we could have done better.

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Sure we could, sure we could. And we had better
just see what we will do and be sure that everybody

wants to do it and then go ahead. I don't think we are at that stage now, and I

told the Attorney General that, and I tell you that. Now if you are at that stage,

I will abundantly clear, I am on the team, and you will never hear a word out

of me.

SORENSON: Well I think it's, well, what it really comes down
to is a question of timing....

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Aund substance....

SORENSON: I think what you say is right., We are in agreement

in substance, I think that this bill has been gone over
pretty carefully and I think that the changes made the other day are good changes
and I think....

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Well, Idon't.....

SORENSON: But it is the minimum we can ask for and the maximum
we can stand behind. The question is one of timing
and I think.....

THE VICE PRESIDENT: I don't agree....
SORENSON: . +. That this thing is hot enough now. It's pretty
tough,

(more)



THE VICE PRESIDENT: I don't agree with that.... You ought to get your

tax bill passed instead of killed. This Kennedy
program oughtn't to go down the drain and I am afraid that is what will happen
if you send this up here. Now I want to make it clear I am as strong for his
program as you are,

SORENSON: I know that.

THE VICE PRESIDENT: But you want my judgment now.... Iwould just

as soon be included out on all these things but if
at the last minute I am supposed to give my judgment I am going to do it honestly
as long as I am around him.

SORENSON: weu. LR

THE VICE PRESIDENT: And I am going to do it Ioyally. And I think he will

be cut to pieces by this and I think he will be a
sacrificial lamb, I think his program will be hurt if it is not killed... I don't
think that it is impossible to pass a good constructive bill along the lines you
have got. I think it is possible to pass probably a stronger one, but I don't think
it has been talked through....

SORENSON: «++«] am not sure that you have to wait and send
up the bill afterwards.

THE VICE PRESIDENT: I don't think that you have to wait. You have to do

this other and as soon as you do it, go ahead with the
other, But I don't agree with you that it has been done, I think this is Republican
timing setting it up.

SORENSON: Well, it is just as well, because it is the Negro's
time to set it up.

(more)



THE VICE PRESIDENT: Well, I would talk to the Negroes. I think that

what the Negroes want, unless I misjudge them -~ they
have heard these voting rights and they have heard about these public facilities and
they have heard about taking down the white signs in buses. But they know that
has not happened and that the law is not going to happen and they know that it
is not going to be done in 3 or 4 months, But they want to know if the President
is really hard on their side. And I believe that they believe he is. They believe
the Attorney General is and I think that they believe I am. But I just want to
convince them and be sure that they believe it and then I would get some supporters --
this way I think that you might have some success.

* %k %
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Westinghouse Broadcasting Co. "Washington Viewpoint" July 1
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York City, or they can ~arry (linols, and that includes Chicago, or that he
ean carry, what is the other bip ity machine ? Deixoit~-Detroit L.zs no machine,

i can assure you of that. 7Tiey have 2 non-partisan election in Detroit. You've

got (o carry Detroit we!l if vsa'rs going to caxry Michigan, I know definitely

F S 1 in

Mew York ‘Sale o c enrly pesi of whie with New ) usk Uiy whsu he dsagrov:d
with the some of the leadsxship in New York City. I would say that this is a

forerunner of what the Republican campaign might bs. And it's nothing new.
But you se¢z, the Republicans have this problem. The problem they face is that
they vole againoet the things tho people who live in the large urban centers want.
They're apainst housing, They're against minimum wage. They're against all
these thin; s rhat are really iuteresting to these people. It affects thase peocple.
They can talk about increasing their organizations in the city. All ] can tell

you, if they increaee it and bring out more votes, we'll win by more voles in

thege citias.

DAYVIS: Can we get to anocther subject here? On the second half of the
Democvatic dickat in 1964, it will presumably be the same as it was in 1960.
Vice Presidest Johnson has been making a lot of spreches on civil vights. The
President has used him for ceriain forums. He's on several comuntittees that
deal with empieyment in govsrament construction jobs, etc. Do you think thnt.
Mr. Jobnson, after the record of the New Frontier eo far in civil rights, will

be 28 effective in the Scuth o 64 ae he was in 607

Tphen
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MEB, BAILEY: Yes, I think that Johnson wili he effective in the South,

It was under the l=adership of Johnson as the Senate Mzjority Leader that the
civil rights bill wae passed during the Fisenhower Administration. And I think
thal the combima tion of Kennedy and Tohnson will be etrong all over the United
States. I refuse to iixnit Noxth, East, South or West. Thera is a great deal
of talk over the air in the Press and the rest all «hout the South, and what is
going to happen there. But ! feel cuite confident that we will be ir pretty fair
shape by the time November 1964 comes along. To get back to that previous
questicon of Goldwater talks about the corrupi city machines, he never proves
anything. All he does is talk about it. I mean ther: are scandals. In New
York State there wae a scandal, but that isn't a city scandal, that's a state
scandal on state liquor control. And all these things happen. But Mr. Gold-
water talks about Chicago. Chicago jusi had an election and the pzople re-
slected Mayor Da2ily, I mean, and there was no falk of that in the city election,
where there would be talk. 1 say that Mr. Goldwater several mornths ago was
saying he wasn'i & candidaic, but he's acting an awiul lot like one today,

DAVIS: Do you think a« 7 think Senatoy Javits deteeted the oiher day

that Mr. Goldwater might have siepoed a Jitdde bit to the left of where he was
two or threz roontie ago. Have y(;u detected this ?

MR, BAILEY: Well 1 think Javits would like 2o cetect thai, sc he could

kind of say he wza in the same party.

CORRICK: Chairman Bailey, Senator Go!dwa'er zlso takes a dim view
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REPORT TO THE PEOPLE

WEILLS: With me here in our Washiagton studio is the Honorable
Jobn M, Bailey, Chairman of the Democratic National Committee, who is going
to roport to the pecople on Democratic prospects next year.

Chairman Balley, as a starter, President Kenaedy will run again,

is that right?

MR, BAILEY: There is no guestion in my mind and I'm sure there

is no question in your mind, and I'm sure there is no question in the minds of all

the citizens of our country.

WELLS: Is there any basis at all for rumors that Vice Presideat

Johneon ie to be duniped ?

MR, BAILEY: I havae never beard ihat Vice President Johngon was

going to be dumaped. I feel confident that Vice “resident Johnson isn’t going to

be dumped. We have & wisning combination in Keanedy znd Jobmson. They wea

in 1960 and I'm sure this s going to be our team {a 1964 You don't break up &
winning team.
WELLS: Besides johmson will heip out in Texas.

MR. BAILY¥ Y. Johmson will help out 2li over. Lyndon Johmson

—

is a great American. He's a great majority leadcr He washelpful to President
Kennedy in 1960 and | know he'll be helpful to him 21i over the country, not alone
in Texase.

WELLS: Who is your favorite Republican candidate to oppose the

President ?
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EXTRACTS OF-CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE VICE PRESIDENT AND TED
SORENSON 6-3-63.

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Surnmarized -- I would say that a good deal needs
to be done before this thing comes up, including

getting cormitments fram Mansfield, Smathers and getting anything ridiculous
out of the bill that would kill it -~ like Eisenhower killed TITLE Il by saying he
didn't know what was in it, And I think that by the time they point out a few
things in these bills that yeu will make it impossible for people like even Albert
to support it -- or Boggs -- who are good men. They have got to have more to
do with being & part of it.

I would hope that the President would make an appearance somewhere in the South
before he sends a reconmmendation -- not to lecture them or treat them as if they -
were children, but to plan to have on the platform with the President the Viice Presi-
“d“%s “ane lﬂ“b”.ﬂﬁw. M'ﬂlmllﬂ
more respect for him Iif the man himself says how he feels as an American, and
then they will buy some Message up here, and he will have a lot more support.

As it Is, | am afraid that thiyy ¢hink we are just after votes -- and I don't think

we arve, It goes a lot further than that. Should we face up to this Negro problem?
The answer is yes, Should we do it by legislation? The answer is yes. Should

we do it along the general line? The answer is yes. And the timing -~ I think

the President should pick the time and the place.

THE VICE PRESIDENT: s ¢+ There was a rule change up here that we spent 6
weeks on, and nothing was done about it, Idon't

think it ought to have been done anyway, But anyway this thme I think that

whatever the man recommends ought to be the minimum -- and it ought to be

a must,

SORENSON: Well I think we all agree to that, And I think that --
if I may say so -- I think we have tried to do our
home work on this Message and get to work on the bill,....

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Good, good,

SORENSON: And maybe If any parts. ...

{mare)
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THE VICE PRESIDENT: I am not familiar with the bill....

SORENSON: ++oAnd any parts of the bill, I would like to have
them pointed out....
THE VICE PRESIDENT: Fine, Vell, I haven't seen it and I don't know

about the hame work, but I leaned over to Kennedy
this morning and I said: ‘Have you talked to any of the leaders about this in
advance -- any Southerners - and he said yes, he thought he had talked it
over with Russell, Now I don't know anything about that and maybe this has
all been done, You asked me for my reaction and I gave it to you. &k hadn't
been checked with me. I don't know ... maybe they have talked with the Russells
 and the Hills and the others. Maybe they see eye to eye, [don't think you can
ever get thelr agreement. But I am sure that you can get their respect and I
think you can get the respect of their States, [ think that the Rockefellers and
the Javitswaiit to throw the South away and tesr it apart. They have tried to do
that with us ever since we came in. They tried to do It before Los Angeles.
The meanest letter [ got was from Barry Goldwater, calling me 2 hypocritcbecause
I 'would run with a fellow like Kennedy. Now they are going to succeed in doing
that the way we are going at it right now, And they may succeed anyway. And
I think that the time i3 right upon us that we will have to take that ganble, I
think that we ought to prepare the way and put the Republicans In thexe with us,
because we have got to get 67 votes and [ don't belleve we have done that.

Has anybody talked to Dirksen and said: ‘What are your minioums ~- if your
Party really believes in civil rights how much does it believe in themn and what
are you ready to do sbout it?' Javits has no votes, the President said this morning.
Now we know where he stands. But he is just a foil -~ he Is just an agent to go
out and stir all this stuff up so that they can bust up the President's combination -~
and it is 2 winning one. Now I wouldn't let them get me with this trick, [would

SORENSON: The important thing, though, as you say, is that
we have got to face up to the problem and we have
got to send up a bill,

THE VICE PRESIDENT: You have got to .....

(more)



SORENSON: Y.u have got a pretty good bill, aad I think it is
& minkmum bifl, and | think it is one that we can
stand behind,

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Well, I haven't seen the bill, I don't kmow. But

I think we ought to go through it and explore it and
we ought to see what we can do and what we can add to it. [ don't know If anybody
has given it a thought, but I have always believed that the number one ingredient
and neceasity of any civil rights bill ought to be a conciliation sexvice just like
the Labor Department has, and if you had one in Atlanta and they sent a man
out to Jackson, instead of the Attorney General, the Assistant Attorney General,
and the Army going in, why perhaps they could pull these things together. Ted
Kheel suggested it to me in 1957, and the Liberals thought it was soft and wouldn't
do any good and the Bstiands thought it was FEPC, But I still belleve that a
professional conciliation service -- where you have real human beings running
it -~ ought to be a part of the bill.

SORENSON: Yes. As a matter of fact, the bill that we have
sent up already, which will be included In this
bill, on the civil rights conmmission would give it that. ...

THE VICE PRESIDENT: That's fine. I have seen nothing like that and I
don't know.

LA D

THE VICE PRESIDENT: «sso] just think that the President ought to number one:

move the Republicans in with him; two: ocught to move
some Southern sentiment in here ahead of his Message with him on the basis of
what is right - - the Golden Rule.

SORENSON: How are we going to do that?

THE VICE PRESIDENT: I would say -- seriously consider an appearance in
wherever our space center is in Mississippl or New

Orleans., But of course ...

SORENSON: But he was just down there.

{(more)




THE VICE PRESIDENT: Yes, | understand that -- but not on this matter,
1 would seriocusly consider a reception in San
Antonio. It is a pretty integrated town and you have a Mexican Congressman.
It would really open their eyes .... maybe New Mexico would do it, I don't
know, but there are a lot of Mexicans there -- 300,000. This ls not a Negro
problem -- it is an American problem. And I think he needs to do some of
these things before Washington goes to handing down to them these things....
Now {f any of these things appeal to you or to the President, I will try to write
down the steps that [ would take or recommend if you will let me see the bills

and take a little thne. Maybe he feels it is Incumbent that he acts before he
leaves. If he does, then....

SORENSON: 1 think that it is tough to put it off another week.
THE VICE PRESIDENT: Tough to?

SORENSON: Yes,

THE VICE PRESIDENT: That's the decision that he has to make. 1If you

want my judgment, my judgment is that I would
put it off until I got some of this program

SORENSON: Withoughelng. . . .

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Yes, sir. 1don't see that he Is going to do much
now except hurt himself by getting it up now, I
sure wouldn't touch it, unless | had the leadership behind him.

SORENSON: Well, [ think the leadership is behind him, the
leadership that we had there this morning.
THE VICE PRB\S!!B‘NI‘: Idon't think so. Idon't think(s), that they know

what's In it and(l), when they know I don't think
they can be with this situation as It is right now and, ...

SORENSON: What is it you think we would have to take out of
it to get them behind it?

(more)



THE VICE PRESIDENT: I don't think you might have to take out anything.
You might be able to add things to it. But I just
think that the climate... The President is going to have to get same agitation
for doing right for the South -~ which he can do from the pulpits and from the
people... What [ would like to see done is to develop a task force immediately
on the regional basis -~ start with the people from the press and spread to the
public leaders and get into the towns where they are known and try to let the people
know that the problem confronts all Americans,.. [ don't know where the space
center is in Mississippi but I think it will be very appropriate if the President
went in there and tavited the Senators and the Congressmen to go with him.
If he made a talk on the future and then tock maybe 3 out of 12 minutes and
said: "Now I don't want to come here without talking about Constitutional rights
and we are all Americans. We have a Golden Rule -- do unto others as you
would have them do unto you, Now I am leader of this country and when [ order
men into battle I order a man without regard to color to carry our flag in the
foxhole. The Negro can do that, the Mexican can do it, and others can do it.
We have got to do the same thing when we drive down the highway in places to
eat. Iam going to have to ask you all to do this thing. And I am going to have
to ask the Congress to sey we will all be treated without regard to race,..’
The good people -~ the church people -~ I think have to come around to him, Not
the majority of thems, maybe, but a good many of them over the country. It
would really unify the North and he wouild be looking them straight in the face.

SORENSON: Well I think that's a good ides and....
THE VICE PRESIDENT: I would do it at San Antonio. [ would let a Mexican
-~ [would just show them there

tsn't anything terrible about this business, that here in the heart of the Southland
you have got a fellow whose mother was born out of this country and he's in
Congress.... As it is now, the President’s Message doesn't get over. He

gets it up here and every man -~ it is just like a manifesto -~ every person

has got to sign that manifesto ox he is ostracized in his own canmunity and

he is defeated. Now the President has to go in there without cussing anybody
or fussing at anybody, with a bunch of Congressmen sitting there listening to
him, and he has got to be the leader of the nation and make a moral conmnitment
to them, And they cannot insuit him for doing it -~ not in the lecture forum but
in a kind of informational forum, This fellow Baldwin says: ‘I don't want to
marry your daughter, Iwant to get you off my back.’' And that's what these
Negroes want, They want that moral cormmitment and thet will do more to

(more)



satisfy them than your bill will, 1 mean you have got to have your bill wo, but
I think we are running the risk of touching off about & 3 or 4 month debate that
will kill his program and inflame the country and wind up with a mouse. And

I don't think that means that the legislative approach cught to be abandoned but
I think it means that the subject proposals have got to be weighed a little more
carefully thanl have been able to weigh them.... Iwouldn't have him go down
there and meet Wallace and get in a mssle with him. [ would pick my own thme
and my own place...

I think that he ought to talk frankly and freely, rather understandingly and maybe
fatherly, and he should state morally his position. He should do it without
equivocation, not as 2 mean man trying to punish a child. I know these risks
are great and they might cost us the South, but those States just may be lost
anyway. The difference is that If the President just enforces court decrees

the South will feel that it has yielded to force. But if he goes out there and
locks them In the eye and states the moral issue and the Christian issue, and
if he does it face w face the Southernexrs will at least respect his courage....

I think the Southern white and Negro share one point of view that Is identical ~~
they are not certain that the government is on the side of the Negro. The whites
think that we are just playing politics to carry New York, and the Negroes are
suspicious that we are just going to do what we have got to do. Until that is
laid o rest, 1don't think you are going to have much of a solution.

THE VICE PRESIDENT: This is just what the Republican Party -~ If I were
their manager this is what I would recormmend they do,

and this s what they are doing. They are standinfj back giggling, And here Javits

gets Humphrey pretty souped on a few terrible demonstrations. We get civil war

going on fiuthe South and move Kennedy in and they cut off the South from him

and roll up the bridge -- that's what they want to do.

It I were Kennedy, I wouldn't let them call my signals..... Let them chew on it
a day or two, because this world wasa't made in 2 day. I'would be sure that I had
2 good solid program and that I would get the Republicans with me, If I can, and
get my leaders with me, and then when I moved, I'wouldn't be stopped. Now he

(more)




has alveady tried this literacy bill -- this shooting from the hip business -- and
they messed around here 4 or 5 days and had a little perfunctory vote and that's
hypocritical. Don't you think so?

SORENSON: Last year, you mean?
THE VICE PRESIDENT: Yes.
SORENSON: Well, 1 think that we could have done better,

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Sure we could, sure we could. And we had better

just see what we will do and be sure that everybody
wants to do it and then go shead. Idon't think we are at that stage now, and I
told the Attorney General that, and [ tell you that. Now if you are at that smge,
I will abundantly clear, I am on the team, and you will never hear a woxd out
of me.

SORENSON: Well I think it's, well, what it really comes down
to is a question of timing....

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Add substance,...

SORENSON: I think what you say is right. We are In agreement
in substance. I think that this bill has been gone over

pretty carefully and I think that the changes made the other day as¥ gnod changes
and | think....

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Well, Idon't.....

SORENSON: But (t ls the minkmum we can ask for and the maximum
we can stand behind, The question is one of timing

and I think.....

THE VICE PRESIDENT: I don't agree, ...

SORENSON: +++That this thing is hot enough now. It's pretty

tough.

(more)



THE VICE PRESIDENT: 1 don't agree with that.... You ought to get your

tax bill passed instead of killed. This Keunedy
program oughtn't to go down the drain and [ am afraid that is what will happen
if you send this up here. Now I want to make It clear I mm as strong for his
program as you are.

SORENSON: 1 know that.

THE VICE PRESIDENT: But you want my judgment now. ... Iwould just
as soon be Included out on all these things but

at the last minute 1 am supposed to give my judgment | am golng to do it honestly
as long as I am around him.

wm wm.lll

MVIGBPRBSDM And 1 am going to do it loyally. And I think he will

be cut to pleces by this and I think he will be a
sacrificial lamb, [ think his program will be hurt If it is not killed... Idon't
think that it ls impossible to pass a good constructive bill along the lines you
have got. [ thiuk it Is possible to pass probably & stronger one, but I don't think
it has been talked through....

SORENSON: « s+ ] 8 not sure that you have to wait and send
up the bill afterwards,
THE VICE PRESIDENT: I don't think that you have to wait. You have to do

this other and as soon as you do It, go ahead with the
other, But I don't agree with you that it has been done. 1 think this is Republican
timing setting it up.

SORENSON: Well, It ls just as well, because 1t is the Negro's
time to set It up.

(more)



THE VICE PRESIDENT: Well, I would talk to the Negroes. I think that -
what the Negroes want, unless I misjudge them -~ they

have heard these voting rights and they have heard about these public facilities and

they have heard about taking down the white signs in buses. But they know that

has not happened and that the law is not going to happen and they know that it

is not going to be done in 3 or 4 months, But they want to know if the President

is really haxd on their side. And I believe that they belleve he is. They belleve

the Attorney General is and I think that they belleve [ am. But I just want to

convince them and be sure that they belleve It and then [ would get some supporters --

this way [ think that you might have same success,

LA R
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LBJL o

ceees. give to the President if he wants them, I don'tthink it's good to just
get 'em at H, and you know just try to ===eceece-- (blurred)==--ccccccncacannax,
Perhaps if Lindy in civil rights and see how a bunch of Democrats speaking
constantly in the Senate and some in the House leaving the Democratic party with
an image of anti-Negro. Now I don't think that menecessarily needs to be,

I think that we need to do our homework before we send a message - One -~ and
we can't do thahunless we spend some time on the message - Two - I think that
we need to exhhange viewpoints on what legislation we can get and get everything
we can but to try to be sure that we can get what we asked for and be prepartd to
die if we don't, Three - I think that the thing the Negro wants more than some
little voting bill or some little school thing in the military installation or even
public facilities is the feeling that the President and his Cabinet is on their side.
And that they have a moral committment to treat them all as Americans and not
just chopping away at the minor items. I think that we haven't done that veryy well,
but I think that we can do it if we spend a little time. Summarized - I would say
that a good deal nedds to be done, before this thing comes up including getting
committments from Mansfield, Smathers, and getting any ridiculous out of the bill
that will kill it - like Eisenhower killed Title 3, by saying that he didn't know k
what was in it. And I think that the time they point out a few things in these bills
that you'll make it impossible for people like even Albert to support it or Boggs --
who are good men... XX They've got to have more to do with being a part of

it., I would hope that the President would make a appearnance somewhere in the
South before he sends a reac ommendation - not to lecture them or treat them as

they're children, but too plan to Hatcher(?) on the platform of the President and
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the Vice President and the Cabinet .. Maybe have Henry Gonzalez intoroduce him
in San Antonio when ge gods to California and let a Mexican Congressman point

out that we 're all Americans and show them what's in% his conscience, and this

is a matter of conscience... If we lose the South either way, they'll have a lot more
respect for him, if the man himself says how he feels as an American and they will
by some message up here, and he'll have a lot more support.. As it is, I'm aferaid
that they think that we just after owotes -~ and I don't think we are. It goes a lot
further than that. Should we face up to this Negro proablem -- the answer is

yes. X Should we we do it by legislation - tha answer is yes. Should we do it
along the general line - the answer is yes. And the timing -~ I think the
President should pick that time. The place -~ and he ought to pick that, and he
ought to do it after he's talked to the Republicans, and he ought to put them right

in with him -~ This is war. When we go to war, why we all close ranks. This

is not a foreign war - th9s is adomestic war. And it's hmignog being fought out

on the streets of America. Philadelphia and Birmingham - and he ought to say

to Haleck and Dirksen and Eisenhower -- how far are you ready to go on this?

How many votes you got? What are you willing to do - these are Americans.

I think that he's ready to move, it oughtn't be from the head -- it ought to be all

all the way with all of his team shifting the right side of the line and staying there
until he gets across the goa. Now, I don't want to -~ some newspaper reporter cal-
ling me and saying that you'r against civil rights. I understood you said this
morning in a certain meeting - now when I say that in those meetings, Ted, that's
what happens to me. k

Well, I...Otl



LBJ: The tax meeting, Charlie Bartlett called me immediately afterwardsand he didn't
say that what it said, and they always do, so I don't want to go into waidxxk it with
a group. I'm ready for,....... to be specific for whatever my judgment is worth.
It may not be worth anything if the President wants to send a message in the morn-
ing - then count me in. I play on the team. -~ I'll swallow, smile about it, won't
find anything wrong with it, and support it with what little if any power , that I've
got. But, if you want my general judgments, whatever time that he finds, if he'l
let me know, I'll be there and give them to him, but I ought to explore it a little

more than I have, --x the only thing that I've seen about it ¥ the New York Times

which I carefully follow, and I which I think pre#ty well explains it in advance -
Plus , this message which I read this morning in the 8:05xweetingc Now the other
day, I had never seen a bill, had never heard of a bill, - mlkdsnew cwewecax

all I knew was that - and I dimin't think I ought to be - being a non-lawyer -

sitting up there blanidddddddddddddddde —blurred.~- (end of side 1)
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(side 2) 2

..... the news was that the President would be - shouldn't & - sending something
up like this without anymore standing, because he's already got a iddewerilliteracy
bill sitting up here, and not a damn thing has & been done on it, - you know and

I know that it shouldve been passed last year. He's-already got-a eivil-righis
bill-and nething He's already got a civil rights bill and nothings been done on it

- and you know and I know - ought've been passed. There's a rule change up here
that we spent 6 weeks on , and nothing was done about. I don't think it ought've
been done about, but anyway this time I think that whatever this man redommends
ought to be the minimum, and it ought to be the must.

Well, I think that we all agree to that. And I think that - if I may say so -

I think that we've tried to do our homework on this message and get to work on
the bill....

Good, good ...

And maybe if any parts ..

I'm not familiar with the bill....

And any parts of the bill, I'd like to have them pointed out

Fine, well I haven't ween it, and I don't know about the homework, but I

leaned over to Kennedy this morning, I said, ""Have you talked to any of

the leaders about this in advance, - any Southerners,''and he said, '"Yes)"'

He thought it had tdlked over with Russell, now I don't know anything. Maybe

this has all been done. You asked me for my reaction , and I gave them to you.
itk It hadn't been with me. I don't know. Maybe they've talked with the Russells,
and the Hills, and the others. ,amx Maybe they see eye to eye. I don't think thesy
you can/ EX? It.huri their agreement. I sure that you can get their respect and

I think that you can get the respect of their states. I think that the Rockefellers



and the Javits. want to throw the South away and tear them apart. They tried
to do that with us ever since we came in. They tried to do it before Los Angeles
The meanest letter I got was from Barry Goldwater . - calling me a hippocrate

because
telling mefI would run with a fellow like Kennedy_ Now theylre gonna succeed

in doing that the way we're doing it now, and they may succeed anyway. And I
think that the time will be right upon us, that we'll have to take that gamble. I
think that we ought to prepart the way and put the Republicans in there with us
because we've got to get 67 votes, and I don't believe....

TS: Yeah.

LBJ.: And I don't believe we've done that. Has anybody talked to Dirksen and said
what are your minimums - if your party really believed in Civil Rights, how
much does!%)telieve in them, and what dox are ;you ready to=ado about it, and ---
Javits got no votes, _ﬂt_lle_:__li’_re?i_dfl}? said_this n_lczzining.,;\ Now we know where

in: Yeah, — e i
LBJ; he stands . But he's just foile, he's just a agent to go out there and stir all this

stuff up, so that they can bust up his combination, and it's a winning one. Now
I wouldn't be - I wouldn't let them get me in thattrick, now I 'd move right in
with them.
TS: The important thing though, as you say, is that we've got te-send up-a-bill.- face
up to the problem, and we've got send up a bill.
vL.BJ: You've got to...
TS: You've got a pretty good bill, and I think it's a minimumbill,and Ithink it's one
that we can stand behing.
LBJ: Well, I -- I haven't seen the bill - don't know. But I think we ought to go through
it, and explore it, and see what we can do and what we can add to it. I don't know

if anybody's given it a thought, but I 've always believed that the number one



TS:

LBJ:

TS:

LBJ:

TS:

LBJ:

ingredient and necessity of any Civil Rights Bill ought to be a conciliation seravice
just like the Labor Department has, and yes~ if you had one in Atlanta, and they
sent a man out to Jackson, instead of the Attorney General and the Assistant
Attorney General, the Army going in, why maybe, they could pull these things
together. Ted Keels suggested it to me in '57, and the Liberals thought it was
soft(?), and that it wouldn't do any good, and the Eastlands thought it was FEPC,
but I still believe that a professtional concilliation service - where you got real
human beings running it - ought to be a part of the bill.

Yeah., Well, as a matter of fact, the bill that we sent up already, which will
will be included in this bill, on the Civil Rights Commission would hive it that
That's fine. I have seen nothing like that, and I don't know. Butwe had it in

the oringinal bill - and ¥edl and we had to take it out, but Keel and Jerry Siegel
and a number of people thought that would be - that would do mmore to pull these
things together, and I saw it in your committee this morning, you know the
Community Committee that you mentioned , and I thought it was approaching

it, but it's a lotdifferent inﬂ?;vtgn%eg préacher on a committee, and having

a trained concilliator., who understand race just like you understand Labor.
Yeah.

The President points maybe 30 of themin an office in Atlanta, the mayor can
cddl that office and have them in there, and he can go into towns Wike Shreveport
and Jackson. I just think that the President ought to Number One.: ought to move
the Republicans in with him. Two -~ he ought to move some Southern sentiment
in here ahead of his message with him - on what's right - the Golden Rule.
Yeah.

UH,I.



TS:

LBJ:

TS:

LBJ:

TS:

How are we going to do that?

I would say - seriously consider - an appearnace in whenever-in wherever our
space center is in Mississippi. - or New Orleans. But, of coursd,....

But he was just down there....

Yes, I understand that - but not on this matter, and I wm would - I would serious-~
ly consider a reception in San Antonio. It's a pretty integrated town - you've got

a Mexican congressman - it would really open their eyes-every television camera
in the coungry - have this fellow introducing him, and have Andy Hatcher sitting
up on the platform - a good many of them. Maybe New Mexico would do it, I don't
know. A lot of Mexicans © - 300, 000 of them there. This is not a Negro problem -
it's a American problem. I think that he needs to do some of that beofre he Wash-
ington goes to handing down to them these things, Mnd I think the first meeting

he has should probably be with the Negro leaders - Bobby or somebody - saying
we're for ;you - the government's for-yeu on your side. We give you a committeme:
we're going to -~ this government is for the Negro - and the Mexican and the Japa=-
nese and everybody else, but you can be sure of that - Now were not gonna kill a
tax bill by making it impossible for them to vote for it. Now we're gonna pass

this bill and we're gonna stay here until we pass another one - civil rights . But
we're gonna get $hsise this other stuff out of the way, Wait just one second , the
myother phone is ringing. Hello ===eeeu-- Now, if any of these things appeal to
you or to the President, I'll try to write down the steps that I would take or recom-
mend if you'll et me see the bills and take a little time and - may be that he feels
its incumbent that he do it before he leaves; if he does , then....

I $hinke $hat Iia-to- pus 44 -off -another-week- -1 think that it's tough to put it off another

week, I think,



LBJ:

TS:

LBJ:

Sir? Toughite?- Tough to?
T Yes.
That's the decision that he has to make. If jyou want my judgment, my judgment

is that I would put it off until he got some of this program through.

TS: Wowld Without being ??7?7???2?7?7?

LBJ;

TS:

LBJI:

TS:

LBJ

Yes sir. Yes sir. Yes sir, I don't see that he 's going to do much now - except

hurt him by getting it up o» now. I sure wouldn't tough it, unless I had the

leadership behind him. Unless they said that-they would-talke- it we'll take it

and we'll atay until we pass it. And..

Well, I think that the leadership is behing it - the leadership that we had there

this morning.

I don't thinkgo. I don'tthink a. that they know what's in it, and b. when they

know I don't think theycan be with this situation as it is. And ,

What is it you think we'd have to take out'?to get them behind it.

I don't think you might have to take out anything .. You might be able to add things

to it, but I just think that the climate - that they don't know, you see. and the

cBuntry - the South doesn't know. The President is gonna have to get some

agitation for doing right for the South - which he can do. From the pulpits and

from the people., I have a -- well, here is a sample to see if I - I had just a

note from dne of the best concilliators we hag#e--Sam Bloom . He's a Jewish fellow

from Dallas, Texas who handled the Dallas integration. I have been trying to get
Bert Marshall

in touch withBertrmmm Russell this morning. I'm not God's answer to integration

but I have @dad a lot of experience and have some ideas. I would like to make this

recommendation - the Attorney Generaltl- talked the other day - he understood the

growing Birmingham attitude and understood the movement away from the more



conservative urban group and up to the more Martin Luther Kings and the Muslims
What I would like to see them do is develop a task force ammediately on the region-
al basis - start with the people from the press and spread to the public leaders, anc
go into the towns where they're known, and try to let them know that the problem
confronts all Americans. I would do this thinkg with a integrated task force - the
groundwork has to be laid, and I think that we have to line up the press first. I
think that he should fp-pat about no children beinginvolved. They should go all

out to see that the children take no part. What is happening is we adults tmrn

the work over to the children and let them do it while we go on to work., I know
what's been done in Birmningham. The only way to slow this think down is to get
the children out of it, and if I were strong enough as if what would happen if
children got involved, then I think that we would have a differercpicture. Dread-
ful sin about this thin}y is that the child and-aot-the Negro adult will not stop

long enough to get involved . He is afradi of losing it. But they encourage the
child to participate , and this must be stopped. The white man made this mistake
earlier, and now the Negro is making it pusingpushing the responsihlity off on the
children. I think that we should do it ~ if preliminary work and education #min

the southern states on what rights Amed -cane are-entifiedter~-Wer' Americans are
entitled to.. We're all Americans after all, and we should be treated as Ameria ns
eating and sleeping and so forth, If we could get 10 or 15 very strong newspaper
men and other experienced leadwers, I think that we could get the ball »oljemrolling
and at the same time, please ask the Attorney General to stand pat on keeping

the children out of it, and I want to see him stand tall on this child thing. That's
the best way to slow this tjring down, and I'll be there Tuesday for a meeting, if

you want to talk to me, I'll do it. Now he's the man that worked aut the deal
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- the Dallas integration. I don't know if he's sound or not. I wanted-wasn't in

on it. That's his call to Walter Jenkins at 10:00 a. m. this morning . Now k
don't think - that we have done that much .. I don't know where the space center
is in Misssissippi . But I think that it would be very appropriate if the President
went in there and invited the Senators and the Corg ressmen to go with him. Iffle
made.3 falk on H.}gtf%fg_f:g and mayy. 3 minutes of 12 mimites , and said, "Now

I don't want to come here without talking ab out constitutional rights, and we're
all Americans. We got a Golden Rule - Do unto others as you wauld have

them do to you. Now I'm leader of this country, and I- when I order men

into battle, I order a man without regard to color that carry our flag in the
foxhole. The Negro,can do that, the Mexican do it, and others can do it. We got
to do the same thing when we drive down the highway in places to eat and I'm
going to have to ask you all to do this thing , and I'm going to have to ask the
Congress to say wwe'll all be treated without regard to race. I believe

that he'd run some of the demagogues»ight-eut of-the right in the hole - this

th thing ~ the halo around the President. Everybody wants to believe in the President
and the commander<in - chief , and I think that he'd make the Barnetts and the
Wallaces look silly, They get people - church people=-( bluz) - I think have to
com come around to him. Not a majority of them, maybe, but a good many of them
over the country. It would really unify the North, and he would belooking them
straight in the face - not lecturing to them as a father, but as to what his respons~
ibilitieswere as President. He sent these boys to Viet Nam and he didn't say
say whites only
pick out the whites and +he-whites-enby, and I'm telling yoy they'd be jout there
by the hundreds of thousands , and ....

TS: Well, I think that's a good time- idea, and


https://demagogues11ight-ell1;.-E>i-t.he

LBJ: I'd do it at San Antonio . I'd let a Mexican Congressman - I'd just show them
that there isn't anything terrible about this business. That here in the heart
of the Southland, you've gdxioxx got a fellow whose mother born out of this country
- and he's in Congress. I'd/ %ggr}gé?xce him with that white suit on - every
television in America for maybe a 15 minute stop at a research -uh - ata
space or medical center. Let him talk maybe 2 minutes on that, and maybe
7 minutes on America. And I think that would seep in before this think gets up
here, and then a man is put in a position walmost where he's bigoted to be against
the President. As it is now, the President's message doesn't get over - he gets
it upe here, and every man - it's just lke a manifesto - Ted, every person has
to sign that manifesto or he's ostercized-in his own community , and he's de-
feated. Now the President has to go in there without qussing anybody or
fussing with anybody with a bunch of congressmen sitting mightthere listening
to hirtn and be the Ma leader of the nation, and make a moral committment to
them. And they can't insult him for doing it - not in the lecture form, but in the-
a kind of informational form, and you see this fellow, -Beddng, he says " I don't
want to marry your daughter, I want to get you off my back. '' And that's what these
Negroes want, They want thatinoral comsmmcommittement, and that will do more
to satisfy them then your bill will. I mean you got to have your bill too, but I
think that weére running the miésk risk of touching off about a 3 or 4 month debate
that will kill his program and ifl- inflame the country and wind up with a mouse,
And I don't think that means that legislative approach ought to be abbandoned, but

I think that it means that it's the subject proposals got to be weighed a little more

carefully than I've been able to weigh them. Then reach a conclusion as to what

all of us lining up on this play that's going around right in. And I don't think there':
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any institution that can pick.......... (end of side 2)




TS:

(beginning of side 3) 3

the conscience of the m tion, and it would go over the world, I think., I wouldn't
have him go down Heax there and meet Wallace and get in a tussle with him. I'd
pick my own time and my own place, and to hell with confronting those people, but
I think that he ought to talk frankly and freely, rather understandingly and maybe
fatherly, and he should state morally his position, he should do it without

not as a
equivocation witheut being-a demon trying to punish a child, put I know these

risks are great, and they might cost us., the South, but those states just may
be lost anyway, and the difference is ¢hat if Presidedjﬁgziﬁ)i%%it decrees,
the South will feel ¢hat its yeilded force, but if he goes out there and looks them
in the eye and states the moral issue, and the Christian issue, and if he does
it face to face, the Southerners will at least respect his courage. They fx feel
that they're on the losing ofithe side of the nation's conscience now. I think the
Southerne»-and white and Negroes share un one point of view that is identical
if not certain that the government is on the side of the Negro. The Whites think
that we're judt plain politicing-to carry New York, and the Negroes feel that they're
suspicious that we're just doing what we got to do, and 'til that's laidto rest, I
're going to
don't think you/ have much of a solution. I don't think that the Negroes goals are
going to be achieved through legislation, and a little think here on impact areas
a vote or something. I think that the Negroes leaders are aware of it, but what
Negroes are really seeking are moral forcesto be sure that we're on their side. ,
and make the%uﬁtéig-:vv:;:: ﬂ?ﬁi&ﬁ’sider Urtll they receive that assurance
unless it's stated dramatically and convincingly, they're not going to pay much
attention to eaec-executive orders and legislative recommendations, and they're

going to approach them with skepticism. 8o....

No, I agree with that and I think that's very sound........



you've
LBJ: And I think that welwe got to have his bill; he's sitting over here, and we've got
Now, I think he us
six bills months and we haven't passed anything./ Womx ought to make him pass
some of this stuff before he throws this thing out. This is just what the Republican
they
party , if I was there manager this is w what I would recommend $hem-4do, and
this is what they're ding. They're sitting back giggling . And here Javits
gets Humphrey prdyy pretty souped up on a few terible demonstrations, we get
Civl War going on in the South, and move Kennedy in, and they cut off the South fror

him, and blow up the bridge - that's what they want to do. If I were Kennedy, I
them

wouldn't let/call my signals; I'd jpass my programs , and make them stanistand
up and vote for it, and while I was doing that, I would go in x into the South a
time or two myself, and while I was dding that, I would put the Republicans on
the spot making them buy my program or if they want more, just let them -
let Dirksen say how oy much -tl::; wantg,and I would try to call in my Southern
leaders that have got lockheeds over the country and others and syy now, Here
or in the courts

we've got to do it either in the streetsf and they're doing it in the streets , and
I can't sit idly by , and say , "What do you recommend, Senator?'. Let them
chew on it a day or two, because this world wasn't made in a day, and I would
be sure that I got a good solid program that I got the Republcans with me, if I
can, and get my leaders with me, and then® when I moved, I wouldn't be stopped.
Now, he's already tried this literacy bill, this shm#timshooting -from -the -hip
business, and hell, they messed around there 4 or 5 days, had a little profuncto
vote, and that's hippocratical and disgraceful. Didn't you think so?

TS: Last year, you mean?

LBJ: Yeah.

TS: Well, I think that we could've done better.



LBJ: Sure we could, sure we could. And we better just see what we want to do, and
be sure that everybody wants to do it, and then go ahead. I don't thinkx we're
at that stage now, and I told the Attorney General that, and I tell you that. Now
if ;you are at that stage, I'll abundantly clear, I'm on the team, and you'll never

hear a word out of me.

TS: Well, I thinkit its , uh, well, what it really comes down to is a question of
timing,...

LBJ: And substance.....

TS: I think what you say isright, We're on agreement in substance . I think that this
bill has been gome over preity carefully, and I think that the changes made the

b ik S Vunk o

other day were good changes, and uh, I thi hat it's the minimum we can ask

Fhe-questiomre.

for, and the maximum we can stand behi

—————

—

LBJ: Well, I don't fig. ... 0—

TS: The question is one of timing , and I thinkAhat this thing is hot enough. 2o

@I don't agree. ... 'i e ——
_,.,.d----';-]./

@@ It's pretty tought

LBJ: I don't agree with that, I don't know though,AI haven't seen it, but I don't believe
the legislators because I don't think they know but I think you ought to give a
good deal of thought to the concilliation servicg;instead of the Attorney General
or the District Attorney being the conciliator I'd have a trained man do it and
I'd have him available to every community in this landjust as the troops are
I think there area good deal of things that you can do. You ought to get your

tax bill passed instead of killed. This Kennedy program oughtn't to go down the
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the drain and I'm afraid that's what'll happen if you send this up here......
Now I want to make it clear I'm as strong for his program as you are, my
friend.

I know that.

~
LBJ :ﬁ#:u want my judgment, now, and I don't want to debate t hese things around 15 men

TS:

LBJ:

and have 'em all go out and talk about the Vice President and how ... ## how he
is 'cause I haven't talked}o one Southerner about this and I haven't been able to
talk to one Executive man about it except the Attorney General and you and Ken
very briefly this morning. I haven't sat in on any of the conferences they have had
up here with the Senators. I think it would have been good if I had. I don't care.
I'd just as soon be included out on all these things but if &t the last minute I'm
supposed to give my judgments I'm goigg to do it honestly as long as I'm around
him

Well

And I'm goi g to do it loyally. And, I think he will be cut to pieces by this and I
think he will be a secrificial lamb. I think his program will be hurt if it's not
killed. I don't want to be extreme.“.w'e may be able to pass it, but I think he's
entitled to more support than he's got to go in with or that he will get after he
does and I think the Presidency can ge;:hfor him. And I have spoked from
Milwaukee to Chicago to New York to Los Angeles to Illinois last night and
Gettysburg and Dallas and Johnson City, Texas and I think that I know one thing
that is the negroes are tired of this patience stuff and tired of this peicemeal stuff
and what they want more than anything else is not an Executive Order or Legislation
-- they want a moral commitment that he's behind them. And, if he'd make it in

Jackson, Mississippi it would be worth a hell of a lot more than it would be in

Harlem. And uh, I don't think that it's impossible to pass a good, constructive bill
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LBJ: along the lines you've got. I think it's possible to pass probably a stronger one
but I don't think it's been talked through, I don't think ...... the procedures,
I've given a dood deal of thought since you s uggested it go to Interstate in the Senate
I'd send it there and Judiciary in the House which is almost laughable but

TS: I was laughing myself

LBJ: Yeah. So ---~ well, you, you are not,sadistic, are you?I thought you ...

TS: Laughter

LBJ: Well, anyway, uh I think we ought to have that planned out and we ought to know that
we've got the votes to do and we can get them a whole lot better before the me ssage
than we do after‘st/ The moment that message hits, every cruel and evil influence
in this country plus all the uninformed plus all the people that've got a wounded air
and a persecution complex are going to be unified against the President and that
oughtn't to be . He ought to make it almost --- nuilm:ac make a bigot out o[fg‘rﬁﬁf
that's against him, By high lofty ( eal ) Treat these people as Americans. I said
some of the things I said at Gettysburg from every train stop in the South and I
looked 'XX 'em right in the eye and said 'em and every reporter from Doris
Fleeson on‘ was trying to watch me run from 'em but we said 'em and they
respected us and they knocked Lady Birtids hat off in Dallas but by God they voted
for us. And if I can do it - and they called it corn pone and all that kinda suk stuff
but the President can sure do it. And when he does, the decent.people and the
preachers and --- they'll come and support him. I've been into N. Carolina
this year at J efferson and I've been into Florida. Neither plac% they allow
Negroes to come and I said I'm going to come and I'm going to talk about their
Consititi onal Rights and I want 'em on the platform with me and if you don't let 'em,
I'm not coming. Period. By God they put 'em on both places --- right on the platform

and right eating with us the first time George Smathers ever had dinner with 'em in
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St. Augustine, but we had 'em,

Good.

: I think the President could this in North Carolina or someplace. And I'd invite

the Congressmen and Senators to ke on the platform. I wouldn't do like Roosevelt

digu)f%'\’alter George and let him get up and say we will -~~~ I accept your challenge.

But I'd have him talk about the contributions that they had made and I'd say now

we have a problem here, No nation can ---- 100 years a.go.m Lincoln-ass
~Douglas debate Lincoln said no nation can long endure half slave a.nd-% free

Now no world can endure half slave and half free and we're gonna -- we got to do

something about it in our own country. And how would you like to be treated?

Treat the other fellow the same way. And I don't y think you want these people to go

on the unemployment rolls in Detroit and Los Angeles. I think they ought to be train-

ed here at home so they can earn a job like your children. And I'd have that

Governor on the platform with me. John Connally in Texas -~ in San Antonio

and % Henry Gonzalez introduce me and ~---, I took the United Nations down

there and they said they didn't believe this was the South because they saw 50

high school bands with Negroes and Mexicans and whites all marching down the

same street and they saw 500 thousand people ].il(‘%a football stadiom

and they just saw 'em black, brown, whiterlﬂ everything in San Antonio. I think

television ought to see that and I think that's the place for him to make a

Gettysburg m/ speech. That's just a part of space medicine thing or as a part

of space in Mississippi or as a part of space in New Orleans and then I'll tell you it will

be a lot easier for Hale Boggs. #nd anyway Hale will already have voted for his
tax bill. He'll have that behind him. Now summarizing # everyth ing, I'd say the
legislation ought to be screened much more carefully. Ought to be added to and

taken from, I don't know. I haven't xemsix seen it, but that would be my guess.
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LBJ: Amd=tiat can be done ----I've never seen one that can't be and I think it would be a

better product a month from now thah it ##&is now. Second e— I think he ought
to talk to Negro Leaders and give 'em that moral commitment --- right from the
haxzx horse's mouth. That he's going to help get 'em off their back. Three, I
think he ought to talk to the Republican leaders from Eishnhower on down,
particularly the legislative leaders. Four, I think he ought to get his own team and
line #% 'em up. Chairmen of Committees --- he's got Humphrey --- what the
hell's Humphrey? He's a wonderful man. But we know he's like Bob Taylor's goat
---- he's done voted. You've got to get some other folks in this thing to get that
cloture. You've got to get a good many of your westerners. You've got to sit down
with 'em and help have a reason. Let their people go to writing to 'em from
Wyoming ~ from Montana from Idaho and some of these other places. Fourth, I
think he ought to look 'em in the eye and say this in the south. Not wrestling with
Wallace but a place of his choosing andﬁ time of his choosing % where the image
of his choosing and leave it, I think that will pulverize a good many of them. I honestly
believe the Negroes will appreciate his appearing in New Orleans, La and Jackson
Miss issippi and saying what I Know is in his heart than they'll appreciate all these
damn things if you passed 'em tomorrow which I don't think you'll ever pass as it is,
S s :

TS: Well, that's a good po;;%:w. 4{’@ :

LBJ: Did I make the point?‘ That you haven't done your homework on public sentiment
on legislative leaders on the opposition party or on the legislation itself. I think it
can be more constructive and I think it can be better without any reflection on
anyone. I don't know who drafted it. I've never seen it, Hell, if the Vice President
don't know what's in it how do you expect the others to know what's in it? And I
got it from the New York fimes and from that message of yours this morning. g

I've never seen anything else, but that's the way Eisenhower ‘ took Part III



TS:

LBJ;

TS:

LBJ:

and Russell just xaxmmedk ran him off the ---- out of the White House uh  3g
balcony cause he said I never heard of it - - didn't know that wan in there,

they just slipped it in on me and my guess is that they'll be picking at this thing and
that they'll have seven things and I'd let 'em pick at it before I sent it up. And I'd
find the answers to it. Do you follow me?

I do.

&% I would have Dick Russell sit down with Lyndon Johnson /\I'm not a lawyer, but
with a lawyer. Bobby;s been negotiating with hm:\* I'd just say now Iw got =~
and let him advance every argument he can and be sure you got the answers

and then go an and send the bill if you want to. But I would make them show

their every card they got and ---- you know they forced me -- this Javits group ---
forced me to give a commitment to take up civil rights in '60. You remember that?

Before the Convention?

~ .
1. LR O L M A D KM B XD L S

That's the worst mistake we ever made, Because it killed all the other program.,
We couldn't get medical care. We couldn't get wage and hour, We couldn't get
anything else. Because we divided our forces, split 'em to pieces and we passed a
civil rights bill but we killed everything else that we had and we were prostrate
when we came back here...... Kennedy and Johnson. Now I'd pass the program
and let Mr, Javits go straight to hell. He's not going to win this election between
now and july'first or september'first and when I got my bills passed I'd be ready
and I'd have a plan and I'd have a program and I'd have the power b ehind mmex it
and every cabinet officer would know what's in it and be for it. And every
northerner including the republicans would have to be for it. And I would have
:lready pulverized the south pretty well myself. They can't attack this President
ut

zmat I'1]l tell you when he sent this message they're going to come running out

there and Howard Smith's going to be in the lead in one place and Dick Russel



in the other place and they're going to sit quietly in these a.ppropria.tionsr committees
and they're going to cut his uh outfit off and put in their pocket and never mention
civil rights. So, uh, huh, I'd move my children on through the line and get them
down in the storm cellar and get it locked and key and then I'd make my attack.
And I'd tell the Negroes what I'm going. Maybe I'm wrong. You asked for it
and I could go into a good deal and I think that I have the ffex feeling the Negro
has in this country, I've been talking to a good many of them. Bobby came in the
other day to our Equal :mployment Committee and I was humiliated. He took on
Hobart and said about Birmingham, Said the Federal employees weren't employing
them down there and he just gave 'em hell and said we got 26 jobs for 'em . Well,
obviously the President and the Attorney General can get 26 or 2600 if they'd tell
'em to put 'em on, But the only way we can tell 'em is to take the Civil Service
Register and the Presidential appointees and we can't make 'em do anything although
we had urged ¥e6XXad them in a letter in March --- please, this meant business,
The President insisted it be done. Well, we did it, but I don't believe. I believe
those 26 will cost us in the long run. I think we got to say to those southerners that
if you don't want to send these people to Detroit and L.os Angeles to go on the relief
rolls that you want 'e to work and to earn their own living and stand on their own
feet. So,we are gonna give 'em jobs and we are going to do it &ix in the labor union
and we are going to do it in the Federal Government, And then I think they will,

¢ Tharnk
But the point ---wemlly the Presidentfcan do it. When we got through the Committee
came around to me and said ""Well, it looks like there's a great division in the
Administration and why don't you do this in every city like they're doing in
Birmingham and I said I can't very well ask the Civil Service to do somthing
that the law has already provided they'll do the right and I can't say the

P1p esident's men are not doing it. Now the President can but if they want that done

I'll sure love to do it in every city., Montgomery right on down. Now we've called



every large employer in 25 large cities and we've 8aid 10 tnem, pieasc -z 7(_4
go out privately and hire your maximum numbeer of Negores. But, you know what
happened in Birmingham. 1400 took the exam --- 80 passed it and only 40 -40

of %8x 'em want to come to Washington and we did it right here at Howard. 150
were screened and 8 were qualified and only 2 we could finally get on the job.

The same thing in Chicago. XX 350 examined and the trouble is our school
system has been unfair to them all these years and they are not qualified -~ most
of these places. We've got training programs going on like Loos Angeles's got a
hundred graduated last week. I went out there and spoke to them. ‘{I can't get into
the paper, Had every aerospace manufacturer in California present with 100
graduates and the semi-skilled people that smghi all got jobs when they come out
of this technical school that they graduated from. Dan Kimball, President of
Lockheed, President of Northrup, President of North American --- every one

of 'em. Now that's what's got to be done all over this country and I went --- spent
10 days getting up a letter and urged the Secretary of Labor to send it out a month
ago to every labor union saying we are going to get a report from you and see if you
are compl ying with what you said. He sent all this stuff out and the labor unnons are
not. We're going to have to bring some suits. The At torney General's got the
power under that Executive Order to do it but I think the President ought to tell
'em before he does and say to the south that here you've got 35% of the people of
Birmingham are Negores but you haven't got one in a single union in Birmingham,
So I hope they will take amx them in but if they don't we are going to have to ask
that the Attorney General go into court and go to the National Labor Relations
Board. Now, do you know who wrote that provision in the Executive Order on
aithorizing the Attorney General to go In? Dick Russell, And I think you ~=---

they want these to people to work. And, you know who wsse helped on Lockheed?
Mr. Russell, It's got the best employer record in the country 'cause by God he

kn w
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knew the President wasn't going to give him that contract if he didn't emply
Negroes. That's the loudest language a President can speak. Do you follow me?

I sure do.

I think it would be good for him to appear at Lockheed. He's looking at all these
White Sands things right in the middle of Georgia and not say something they say

I accept your challenge but say I appreciate what you've done here. You've been

a beacon light for the nation but you people that don't believe instx&k starving
your fellow man - - you think a man who wants to work ought to have a chance to
do it so see that these unions let 'em in --- see that these employers let 'em work
ane I'll tell you that these Negroes will be whispering to each other that he walked
right in there and he stood right up to ebcantk 'em and he told them the facts and
I think the South --~ I don't know much about it but I think they'll respect him
because here's a manwith a conscience. They think that they don't believe in
anything that the Pope believes in - - - you know that but they believe this man

is a sinckre man and he's a catholic because he believes that's what ought to be
and when you tell 'em about the Joe Kennedy and that Baptist boy from Fort Worth
going down on the same plane they'd knock a damn bigot down tha.tv;uest ions his
religion and they'll do the same thing here but you've got to put it to them and we
haven't. And you've got to do it in Georgia and Mississippi and Texas and I've

got as much problem here as any human being and they'll probably boo me off the
platform but I'll be right there with him. I'll be saying t‘ myself if he wa.nts:?-u to
but I just don't think ~--- I think he ---- the only person that's hurt by this is the
President and the Democratic Part%_-if he does this now. He's played right into the
Republicankd hands /ﬁone exactly what they ?v%nted him to do. I got a memo) from
the head of the civil rights commissio :11;2& to a friend of mine.(Ne wrote me

4 or 5 months ago and he said this thing is going to boil and we are going to have in

the streets --- and here's what Mr. Rockefeller is going to do =======


https://eooan.dc
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I got a memo from - uh, the head of the Civil Rights Rommission, he talked to
a friend of mine, he wrote me 4 or 5 months ago, and he said that bhis thing

is going to boil, and have in the streets, and here's what Mr. Rockefeller

is going to do. I told the President at that time that Rockefeller L%Mgoing

to try to outsNegro our administrationjust like he out-niggered ’rAirvel]&
Harrima.nU‘ , and he's gonna lay it onto us, and;try to make him take a position
between the Negro in the south. And we couldn't get in’that position. And I
think that they' gonna make us do it}ﬂ%e ought to do it our way, instead of
their way. ' oh, uh, ==e=-=-- and it wasn't what you say. That's=sfire......
That's sure......

Suppose you sent it yesterday? Hell, you've sent - you've got two bills up here
and where are they? I don't know where Smathers is and I don't know where
Mansfield is, but I'd find out where they are and I'd see what I'd do about those

Bt

and , uh, if you ask me,~$hould we agk have legisla.tion,? the answer is yes,

should we have#egisla.tion that is substantially of this
i type.r'ﬁle answere is yes. Can 2k it be improved onr'ﬁxe answer is yes.
Sould we, uh, what we should we do before we send it‘? I'd say, Republicans
xwoax, one, puilic sentiment, two, and the South, threeﬁ; legislators, four,
individua.lly,}' Ngeo leaders, five, and , uh, then when I got ready to swing

I would go in ¥p the kill, and I would not let anybody deter me or persuade me.
And I slept on this couch that I am lookj,Qg at for 37 ni%:jts, but I produced
quorums at 2:00 and 4 o'clock, and that's what you g;:;t(\prepared to do, and you

may as well kmawx notify these wivesthat ?ou're gonna have some unpopularity

because they cussed me all might., but ﬁhat's what you're goona have to do,

"
because this crowd, they're experts a.t;‘(this thing, and we're not prepared
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for 'em. We got a little popgun and I want to pull out the cannon, and the
President's cannon, and you let him be on all the TV networks, speaking from
his conscience,\not‘\iﬁ a rally in Harlem, but at a place in Mississippi or Texas
or Louisia.na.fﬂﬁfr just have a few honomedk honor guard there with a few
Negrc}?‘in it, and let him reach over there and point , and say“I have'ﬁo order
these boys into battle in the foxhole s, carrying that p flag, and I don't ask
them what their name is , whether it's Gomez or Smith, or what color what
they got, 4 what religion. and if I can order them into battle, I gotta make

it possible for ‘em to eat and sleep in this country.” Then, how does everybody,
he gods home and asks his wife what's wrong with this, and they go searching
their con‘s&i:;ce - every preacher starts preacmw, and we ought to

recognize ¥, and put that busy. Why? Becas se BeaXSE¥XX Serves spoke
xxroogk my mee ting the other day --~---- not clear ), and what all th#jﬁ.va.n‘lx
todo , and I said weM, I'll just put you on the country circuit right now, and you

head southy but you saw what the Episcopalians did, I commend%d him for it,

but the President ought to get all of his troops when he's i and

put every Republican in there with him, and put every prea.cheq’in there with
him, every decent Southerner in there with him. Now, if he acts this way,

my judgement is these leaders is that these leaders won't be against him.
Because they will be so poimoned , and , uh, the newspapers, the only newspaper

will be there, the Jackson paper , and the Dallas News, all of em, and they'll

just hear one side of it, and they'll say about how Bobby, and Lyndon Johnson
were traitorg, and whatx all they've done, and the Poor President is just being
misled. They look at him on television speaking down there, right from the

shoulder, and they'll examine their conscienceSthat night, and he got plenty of
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time to propose; he can propose right up to September. You ain't gonna
even get started discussing it %1 September anyway. You got your pass
your tax bill, and you got to pass some of your other bills, and uh, September
is just about the time, becawe they'll all want to be going home, and you won't

have to bave so many night sessions before you get closure. So, the only big
-

2 B0

problem is saying to the Bollins, and the Kings, and to the rest of them, we@/
h"\
give you c‘%’ committment, the government is behind you; you're not gonna

have to do it in the streets, you can do it in the court houses and in the Congress;

Dﬂi :

now let's get ready for that, and with the same energy go in and talkto the people
and letting their congress;—you, you, got some of #he legislatures in session

and you may have to- have this mxmx same situation in Floridaand Louisiana

and you may have asweep all over the smad country, thié message right now;

but if he pulverizes right away, he mmay-hawewhy, he'll have as many voters

on his side, as hels-gthese little legislatures got on their side., if he tells

them the truth. Cause he's right, Te &t , uh, butdo you think that we've
exploited that personality and that office and that man, and uh, bled him for
everything's he's got‘to give this leadership movement? I don't think that we've

done #/ any of it. They'll do a lot more of it, and they'll be doing a lot more (}me

it all summer, I'm not sure that you have to wait and send up the bill afterwards.

1LBJ: 1 don't think that you have to wait, you have to do this other, and as soon as you
do it, go ahead with the other, but I don't agree with you that it's been done, I
think that this is Republican time setting it up.

TS: Well, it's just as well cause it's the Negroes time to set it upe

LBJ: Well, I'd talk to the Negroes. I think that what the Negroes unless I misjudge
them, jdthey've heard about these voting rights, and they've heard about these

public facilides, and they've heard about taking down the white signs on buses,
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sn't happened and tflmfﬂ*a- not going to happen, and

they know that it's kot going to be done in 3 or 4 months, but they want

to know if the#‘resident is really hard on their side. And I believe that

they believe he is. THey believe the Attorney General is, but I think that

they believe I am, but I just want to convince them and be sure that they

believe it, and then I would get some supporters -- this way I think that

you run it off. You might want to talk to Mansfield; I've never mentioned

it to him, and see what he thinks. I was informed that his plan was to

take baek the House bill, discuss it for one, -uh,take the House bgll committ
it to judiciary instructions, and bring it back within a month. Now, I haven't

explored that, but I rather believe , just my hunches, that that would be the

best way to get it back.

Yeah, I think so.

Uh, you take it up direct, you , you, lose somevotes because it hasn't been

considered...

No, no, I agree.......

You get it to a committee without instructions, you can't get it back...

Yeah.....

So, it's got to do that, and I wouldn't consider any other committee, I'd just...

Yeah, I agree with that...

Altho“gh, if I could eeport it out of House interstate, I would do it, but I've

looked at that, and I don't believe you can. But, I would

1
]
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++.. right to do that, and I wouldn't consider any other committee, I'd just..
Yeah, Igree with that..

Althought, if I could report it out of House Interstate, I'd Do it. I've look-
ed at that, and I don't believe you can. But, I would sure get the Repub-
licans in on this thing --- I wouldn't say that we were in on the landing,
but we're not in on the takeoff, And this is not warfair, I don't know what
is. They've arrested £ 'em by the thousands, and killed 'em by the dozens,
and we're sure jinterested - Carl Albert said down there this morning

we can't fascinate these ? , and I said, what makes you

think you can't? Just, just to uh, just to get the proof. Halleck told me
under no circumstances would he vote for it. I'd let him £ what these
Republicans want to do about it, this thing. Cause, or you get your message
off tomorrow, my friend, uh - probably every Dirksen and Dick Russell
A M

g Lad U‘: o L wi ;
will be sitting around there Sunday with-a mint julep and a understanding
that they're xto gonna doa good deal more than you've asked, and , uh -
he hagn't been consulted , and he got a right to offer more than you ask,
and that'll be defeated, and then he won't go along - he'll go along then

with Russell, and he's made a book against you. Now I'd make a book

with him instead of mf@k making it with him. ?

and all the - every moral force in this country loose on him.

?

I want to talk to the President about this and about super-sonic bombers
and - You want to take one #ximinute on that? They are ¥J 13 government

agencies; there's the same amount of jealousy and envy involved in that

—
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question as Roosevelt had with ? and Hopkins? I've mever seen it

in this government - up to this point -~ it's there now. Uh, we finally got
'em all to agree that we would recommend to the President that we start

on the program ~---- We ask the Congress for ahundred million dollars,

we aet‘lf for design competition immediatelly, and we when it came in, we
&L&ﬁ— whether we want it two or 3 , and whether we should go on

or not. We all think tiet we should, the people who really know we should
are Dillon, and Harriman, and Halaby, and , uh, I think that , uh, Labor
doens't care - the peoplewho - uh - question it are , uh, Commerce, Barton
thinks it oughta be in Commerce, McNamara is just, uh, against it, he has
no need for it, and I think, pretty generally, he's against super-sonic

stuff, He, uh, UH, just has no need for it, and I think just pretty generally
against it. Last August, he wanted to study it, and he got a report from
Stanford, and still wants to study it, and after a year it was studied much
more, and the Britidh and the French will have theirs, and Tripp is signing
up this afternoon for 6 of them anyway. Uh, juh, I got McNamara to go
along , and got budget to go along , with the understanding that they were
there, withrthe«and-to some more characteristics before they asked
for se-mere design competition, so I appointed him unto a committee, and
he's meeting with 'em Mext day or two. My judgment is that, uh, the British
had the leadership of the world because they dominated the seafor centures.
We've had the leadership of the world cause we took the air away from Hitler
andhad it ever since we took it away from him. And, my judgment is that

we ought to keep the leadership of afiation, and the only way to keep it is to
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not sit an your fanny, and let the British and the French build 02. 2 and let
us do nothing.

Yeah,

And, uh,...

I'd like to see a copy of your report.

Allright, it's in the President's hands; it's a two-page letter. And, uh,

I think that he ought to adefieit adopt it, and then he ought to send Halaby
up here, and let Halaby testify to the Congress, maybe on the same kind
of message you sent on space. This is a far-reaching decision; if it

were up to me alone, I would submit you to the facts - You oughtn't under-
take it , unless you plan to do it. And if you do decide to do it, I hope you'll
not look back. Kind of the same message you did on space - A bi].lion
dollars - they'll ridicule it, they'll laugh at it, but , uh, jua\#\:hey @aoo
the space thing, But my friend, if he didn't do it, he'd be in worse shape,
so, Dillon is strong for it, and Harriman is strong for it, Budget, and
McNamara are weak, although, they agreed to go along with this letter,
and I think that the President ought to act on this letter pretty soon. And
He, he got to name one manto be the czar, he' in the FAA; theythere's a
pretty good man named Baines, that I saw in these conferences; but I
never heard of him, never knew his given name; he wrote the FAA report;
he got brains and guts, and vision, I think. He might be the man, I don't
know. But whoever the President wants, ought to be selected tomorrow.
And say now, you go and present this thing. And, I think £t it's pretty
important cause the plaim-peepleare p- plain people are buying em now.

They came down and showed x Dillon their contract. They've already signed
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with the British and teh French to buy 6. And they'll be doing more, unless
we xstap show we got a program. That man ought to be named, and the first
think that he ought to do is get ready for his testimony on the House bill

and go over there playing the lions, and say,' Here, here's what we're

o
going to do , and we want you tc‘:’«;;%t up some of the money. Now

the same way, ; he ought to be an able and tough negotiatir , and I don't
want the Prewident to ask me who to recommend - I don't have anybody

to tecommend - don't know. Maybe Baines is the man; I'd look into it aw-
fully carefully if I were in the President's place, but I sure urge a prompt
decision; just ¥x like I did the Space in January and April. I, we, uh,
we're gonna ¢ have a star m on it, but I think that you'd be proud - 25 years
from now.

I bet I would.

\

f_— =8
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I'll pass that on - the supersonic ,

Allright

I'd like to have a look at & it myself.

Allright, and, uh, they scheduled a fifteen minute appointment for me today
at eleven, and then as we suggested twelve, m not aka.sblgnug“}':gtall. But,
the President asked me this morning, '"Do you have any suggestions', and
I've had some experiences - I don't want to spend this week telling these
newspaperk/reporters - why I disagree, and I never do, so whenever he
wants them, I'm available.

Well, I'll pass all this on to him, you can be sure.

Thank you, Ted.

Thank you, very much, Mr. Vice President.
By .
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