
OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON 

Mr. Johnson: 

Bill Steven has information that under depletion 
allowance coming up this afternoon, oil men 
would take between a 5% and 7% cut. He doesn't 
want to quote anybody, just seeking verification. 
Needs answer within hour, he says. 

CKB/mf 
1-23 
12:15 pm 



The President called Mr. Johnson 
at 2:30 p. m., Feb. 9, 1963 (Sat) 
re: Finance Committee and 
related ---

Will talk again on_Mon. , Feb. 11 
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'TimeMEMORANDUM OF CALL 

TO-

D YOU WERE CALLED BY- D YOU WERE VISITED BY-

INumber or code IExtension 
TELEPHONE : . 

I D PLEASE CALL D w AITING TO SEE YOU 

D WILL CALL AGAIN D WISHES AN APPOINTMENT 

D RETURNING YOUR CALL 

D IS REFERRED TO YOU BY: 

LEFT THIS MESSAGE: ____________________ 

IReceived By-

U. S. GOVER ! 'AENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1962 0-633141 .., 



V r et • ' to try to • g 
nd th 1oca1 civic l 

unity ae 
th b 

1 a.der• . .. now 
Mi ht try t h v t' 

Tel pho Conver tion b twe n the Vice Preaident nd D . ob r.t v r (Houa.ing 
• d om Fina.nc Administrator - I) . 11, 1963 - 4:10 

VP~ e: Hello, Bob juat min • my girl 1• goin to a t on the line 
n giv me the da.t • n iny T xas itinerary. Sh ' • in th th r 

office but ahe will b on in juat a minut . 

Ju. nita: Mr . Vice re1l nt? 

V r at l ln Texa.a? Thia 1, Dr. av r on the on . 

OU d th r through Sunday the 24th . 

VPr 1: Su.nday th 24th nd l 'm ot eur l 'll b b ck th aSth... l told 
th thla rn.lng 1 uld lf l could ao t bell ve I ' d ■ ay th asth 
or 26th. 

Dr . 
ver, l right ai . l ' ll get ln touch th him n I 'll cl ar b c 

ith your o fie t ..................,. eur on a 1v n 

VPres: I pent om 
r 

vin at nt iv 
u bout it a little 1 

rno:r L ~enc and told him what 
w 1ve don d ing 1th the v rloua plan• nd 

tt 1r h ting tbh aft rnoon . . . e want to 
talk to y or on u.r ne.JCt community co r nee. 

w r : Fine 

a th t th y s ut n h local 
d 1'1 and klnd plan for 
U .,. l •v aho 

r 1 ad rt n th b,uin••• 
e i! w can do lt on community aal1 . 
r• fall th com:m.unitias own tn 

,ometl this prln . 

Dr . 
•rt ell, w t l od you t do wtth ColUn• 

ct hlm 
d b to tell him 

thl 11 ut of h11 J ban that you d l ct 
him Q 'll t 11 bn too) but 1 ant d you to l U him you. exp ct him 
to do t . 

VPr •= I 'll ur it . Y u. cao. count n that . 

All right. air . y . 



Telephoae conv ,... ion betw en Vice President John•on and 
Ralph Dungan ... F br11LUy 12, 1()63 .. a,so PM ... Th CapU.01•. Wuhln~on DC 

VPrea: 

VPr e: 

Mr. Dungan: 

Mr. Duns n; 

VPr en 

Mr. Dung 

Hello. 

ffl. Mr. Vlc Pr aid nt? 

Ht, Ralph,, how a.re you? 

in. • tr. 1 talked to the Prealden.t this morning artd after 
having dons a recheck on the aecurity •ltuatlon ln the 
Do nk.a l\•p bllc. • • nd he would very much Uk · you to go 
down there if you could flnd it b-ee to doln ao... on th Z7th of 
F bruary. 

27th? All rJghtt t '11 look into that.. Who have you got in mind 
going? 

Well now.• air, l wanted to check that one out · ith you before 
t moved forward o-n that . Ther hav been a nmnb r oi p ople 
that . . . l expla!ned to you the oth 'l! d y...whom th 
t>om.Wc.an.:a •(Mr·. 1ch. the new Pl"ealdenlt have invU d 
dh'ect1:y amona th m b.eing .•• 

VI do s the Pr1Hid nt w • lt, though? o do you ant? 

W 11,. 'Whet wi thought w 1d do la to aeud about f ur or five 
guyr, own u put o£ an otfici.al delega.tiOn d then ek some 
•f the, .th.er guy• that have b n invited to c:ome a1on.g on the 

lat\! • if t la ll f'igl t with you. Like Mor e-. U he gGe • 
and JusUc:e Dou 1a1. The fellow• that we ould. like to put on and these are 11 

Ut1cal yp • • a guy by the naxn f Lei,J.On Uc.ox who is a 
lawyu fr rn lo , G • r ac: .er... do you know him.. New 
Y()rk., h · ' a n'lQ.td.ed f Uo • ·, n eda to be codc:Ue·d.• 

VPr at 

. r . Dung ru Oeo:rge M ny . 

VPt1 

H. was lnvlt d by them but t think we can in.elude him c,n 
the d 1egailon., A uy by th qiun • of ~tin J :nldna who 1• 

,:, •• rd t o.t coll g4" up ln . altb:n.or . , ne,-ro c-0lles •.. pretty 
good f :llow 1 ath l" ••• gc>.ed politlc:ally, too. Auolh l' on,••. 

https://altb:n.or
https://n'lQ.td.ed
https://Lei,J.On
https://otfici.al


••••• 

VPretl 

Mr. Dungaru 

VPre : 

r . Dungan: 

VPre : 

Mr . Dungan: 

VPr a: 

r . Dunga.n: 

VPr a: 

Mr . Dun ant 

VPrea: 

r . Dungan: 

• Dungaru 

.. z ... 

f 11 by the name o! Cb rl s ...U. ho' • b n doln aome 
money rahing . H ' • from Florida.•. .i.ni,i:w:.ul. All o! the e 
wlth th xcoptlon of Baclcer, Wilcox and M ny ar unknown 
to me... tha.t b J nldna and Hall I don' t kno -raonally. 

T d en1t nH.aoi." any ffer nc .•. if ther *e a. go l" a,on. 
for lt . l gue a thia i• M gui:re or aomebody ho n.o • hat 
h •• doing . 

Yea . 

1 lilt thia.. . if t y 'll lv m little 
d 1111 g t back to y u wlth1 . • . eU 

All right • air . 

et me a little bac gr t1nd on them 10 1 can giv 
ev r tr atrn nt l c ... 

Rig . 1£ you have any. you let me know. 

ur Ul. 

Then we' ll decide ...1 think i.t 'a opti nal • to wh ther 
lvea ..•I ln your wlf oul probably Uk to o . 

11, •h d ean1t, but l tak h r n. i-ly all the t1m .•• I ve 
v r •inc I my he r t tac ..• l d to a t oU 

eo wh r and have a.ometh1ng ap en to d be by 
my• , it ' • kind of eychological thin with rn • but•.•• 

r t n th heart. l• b e:r th n ne. 

l t la . l t ia ... 

Well, what r you orri d about? 

ell, you ju•t don't lo -con1clou n a o£ tt ..•I ' ve b n p ylng 
7 500 y air ft)r $1 DO , 000 . 00 Uoy d th y reduced it t • 
6421 •• &n now they've r due d it to 4931 .•. so .. t•m dol 

b tt•r .... but, I ' v it d th n 1 think ahe i ave• 
a bett i- bnp •1 

l th!nk th la l•• atwaya • 

V 

https://i.ni,i:w:.ul


... 3 .. 

VPru. 

VPreaz 

Mr. D 

VE'reat 

Mr. Dun t 

t. Du n• 

She go out 4 to th in., you kn.ow, and gu• 
to • orp n■ homes·... 

Now, 1 •. thel!' l., ••• l w ttt to be very et r that thl• 1• 
an un.certaln eltu le>n , W.e•re _otng -r adings on the •ctalty 
s.td . No-w it look find. B if it turns out a m ere 
a.le> g the Un.e.•• an.d ta.ktng JI' adinga v ry couple o! 
<l Y•• •••whyi we•r to blo . the Whittle . 

l unde • and th t. And l o •t waat to••••• - • pan• ..... 

Well, I'm. thinkin.g f you. 

Now, this la th a1th . 

You • ct ncoUJ"t i• 01 to be up th Jre .nd h •• the 
T g t Nt>. l fo~ th Cubatis and th _y j~t rntgbt unl ah 

o thing directed at hinl n ' d caught tn the ml d1 · 
of it. ' r I n.g to hav . ome M rlne• around :o I don•t 
tht theJ.""e' a any p-,obl m bl4t 1 ju•t want . to tell you that 
,Ind all th. p slbUlt,le_ • 

That ' • . 11 right . Just a• 1 aa you• U r atlefi • • 
y lt ould b all right with me. 

And, t •. th yc>u by In th-, mor lng .• 
the lea ure •t 01 bu•ln. t with you. 

ve , fello youo 



insistance 

In Mar 1962 March 21st we reached agree!l"l:! nt with Secret Service / at our 
that (I o secret service agent be ass.igned to Il"l:! exee~t- on a full time 
basis exee~t-wh.e-n- J-was-out-ei- -tke • ,(2, )- except when traveling abroad 
or on important national missions ( ..b When you went overseas you would 
request the assignment of such agents on a temporary basis only. 

When you mace trips within the continental US that required agents 
you would notify Mr. Rowley's office and agents would be pro,;,r ced by 
field offices in the towns where you visited. 

Tentatively requested $221 -- we got the leter referred it back to 
them made them cut it to $100 . 

Vlo Agents were fir st asi;igne d to us, not up the request of the Vice President 
but upon the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury to accompany 

the Vice President upon foreign missions. 

2. When the VP was first aprpached b/f/ about the bill which had been 
set up during the Eisenhower adminis.±ration ...afd recGmmended byan_d_ pre §..enl, ec;;y_ or Teasury
the previous Secy of the Tresury / and tne c..;bie of ~ecret SerVlce, 

e President imrre diately stated his opposition 
Senate leaders~ t to schedule it. 

The Vi 

3. The bill was thereford hel u from Jul '61 to October '62 
and in the Vice President1 s absence passed unanimously. -...,A.J.._· 

Sen. Dirksen had first introq.uced i , eluring the Eisenhower administration 
and there was no objection · the Senate and re son given was not 

only did it fill a gap the Secret Service, Secy of Treasury and 
President felt was necessary to close but it c-EYv-e-r-e-6 other persons 
other than affected 
the Vice Presidento 
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~
t .i~~'9""........... o!"t tb1s 

14 ~ •~ · if~..f;'f{;~~ 1nthan billion _____ 1 , · ~ • 

• . , er,t bud "'.,.......,,. 6 Tb.at 
3 0o . 0 I 1960. 

11 1 you~ kn rt ne and I rte 
t · t bouts · r the det I.la 
off b nd . But b .c --

tBJ• I •11 tell you t ben you e k d lf w N frl 
•. I t to nd you in a t1 

a- o 1 , not oing to e any t1 
LBJ t th 1 u t lr J. ~ •rs • 

w . endyou OU'l' sou · g1v • you 
iomu Pag · 782, . pp~op:r1 a . ti te• 
. P nt 162. 87th Oon I s on. 

B•All ri.ght1 okay. • 
J • Tb.at' oo pll d by t A;)p 

n. o Y• I 'll do that I 'll •u ..u,~w~ 

LBJ• Com 1 on o t t1ons O·f 11 
1 e r Ccng a. I 11 tostat or· 

tbi d you O ck it bet 
Appl" 1 t .1on C ttee ba rloo •• e4 

thing.. l '11 d 1t to •11 I aoh 
• NBO? 
ub,uhhh. 
-- ? 
bra Av • 

L • I'll t 1t out. n you nty t~ie • 
• ou.. 

tBJ'• I 'll you. 
db • 
oodby ·• 
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Telephone OonveraPt1CQ~J.¥.awan and Juanita 
Roberta i 5/16/63 

R-Th1s is Jim Rowan, Demoorat1o State Obairmanot I111noia . 
J-Yes sir . 
R-We have 1nf'ormat1on eut here that the Vice President 1a 

coaing up to make a graduation address at Jnok•onvill• at 
the MoMu~y College . ~re you awal98 of that? 

J -Yes . 
R. Hls nieoe is a graduate there . 
H. What I was given to understand . My only rea~one ror 

oal11ng you 1e th.is . It this is strictly a r--,.1,.. at·tair 
and he doean ' t want anything done about 1t, we underatanl 
tnat sort ot a thing but if he was com1ng here to land at 
8pr1ngt1eld or somoth1ng , we didn ' t want hlm to think we 
wouldn ' t have the Nd carpet out to meet llim or nometb1ns 
like ttuit . You understand what I mean. 

R. Yea1 I do . 
R. so wa1 wondering it you could find out for me what hia 

schedule la or plans were and we oerta1nly want to do 
something 1t the VP le ooalng out hel"e it he wanted ua 
to . How 1~ be doesn 't, ltcan underatand how it could be 
purely a family arraiP, but it it ian •t we would be ve'J7 
happy to al"range a reception Ol" luncheon or anything he 
-1.ght want . 

J . You are mighty , mighty k1nd1 Mr . Rowan, and I want to pass 
this on tor•• • And we will be baok 1n touoh w1th you 

/him 
soon. Now would you give me your - two thinga . Your 
mailing addresa anct your telephone number . 

R. -well, all rignt . The nsa.il1ng address or the Demoo~at1c 
State Headquartere 111 at - . 

J . -Wh.at 1 s your beet sdd't"es,. . Your qu1ok81tsone . 
R. -Well , my qulokest one 1s the Dept . of.Finance . I am the 

Director of Finance tor the State . 
J .-Yess1r . 
R. And it 1s Moom 202 , 1n t1e State Capital Building . 
J . -All right . 
K. And my private wirte number here is - this 1e in area 217 , 

Sp~1ngt1eld , and the local number is 523 5531. 
J . All right.And would you want to give me ~our home add~eas 

and telephone nU111ber l 
R. •1, my home is 1n Chicago . 
J . Yes sir . 
R. And •1 telephone numbel' 1s Plaza 2 8778 and the a:rea code 

in Chicago 1a 312 . My home address 1s 1734 East 71st Pl . 
Chicago, 49, Illinois . But I ' m down here ond1narly on 
'l'ueaday, Vedneaday and Thu~aday, and Chicago on th• week 
end . s 

J . All l'ight . 'Well , again, thank you very muoh tor what you •v• 
said and I will get th1s into the hand~ ot the people who make 
the detailed plan8 end coordinate wlth all person~ . And you will 

be hearing from us . (Thanks were s11id and then r;oodb·ve) 



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTO N 

Mr . Johns on, 

This is a verbatim transcript 
of the recording. 

You may like to glance at the 
last page --- Dr. Hell e r's c omment 
on business inves tment. 

mjdr 



TRANSCRIPT 
CONVERSATION BETWEEN DR. HELLER AND MJDR 
MAY 18, 1963 

Dr. H. I was just talking to the Vice President giving him some key 
figures for use in Oklahoma on Monday and I find that a couple 
of the figures I gave him were not exactly correct as a matter 
of fact, they' re better than I had given to him and I want to 
give him one other fugure. Now, where --- he was speaking 
from a mobile phone, where was he headed? 

MJDR: I don't know, Dr. Heller, how long ago was this? 

DR. H: Five minutes ago. 

MJDR: Perhpas he's on his way here, but we haven't heard from 
him. 

ID.R.. lH: Well now, would you be sure to get this information to him 
if I give it to you? 

MJDR: Yes Sir, I surely will. 

DR. H: All right, first of all I gave him some Gross National 
Product figures and they were correct. But, you might just 
jot them down. From an annual rate -- in other words, it 
grows from an annual rate of $5 hundred billion, fir st 
quarter, 1 61 . What he wanted to do is to get some measures 
of several things from the time the Kennedy Administration 
came in until today and so my figures are either first quarter 
of calendar '61 or, when I indicate this they will be January 
1961. To show how much progress we've made. So, the first 
figure which as I say was correct, but I just thought you migh 
since you're going to put it all on one piece of paper for him, 
you might include it. GNP rose from an annual rate of $5 hun, 

• red billion in the first quarter of 1961 to $572 bill.lion in the 
first quarter of 1963. That's the first point. 

The Second Point -- I was too modest -- personal income, 
I told him, increased from $414 billion. Actually it was 
from $ 404 billion. In other words, there's $404 billion 
in January 1961 to $454 billion last month (April 1963). And, 
of course, that's a very pretty figure because it's a rise of 
$50 billion and you see that is $1 0 billion better than I had 
given it to him befor e. 



Dr. H.: Now the third thing. He already had correct, that is 
Corporate Profits before taxes rose from $40 billion 
as an annual rate when we came in. In other words, in 
the first quarter of 1961, to over $52 billion at an annual rate 
today. The interesting thing about that is you see that is a 
3 Cf'/o increase. 

The next figure that I have I'm sorry I gave him the figure 
but the right figure is a good deal better. Industrial 
Production. I told him it expanded by 10% but that was --­
somebody gave me the annual figure -- when you start from 
January 1961 we get a rise of --- now what's happened to my-
--- are you following these okay so we don't have any problem? 
Hold on just a second -- - a rise from, well, the index was 102 
when we came in in January 1961 and it is --- I'm sorry, as you 
can see, I'm doing some of this as I go along. Just a second, 
it's either 121 or 122 today. It's 122 today. So, the --- that 
instead of a 10% increase which I gave him, it's a rise of 20%. 
That's a very nice -- but again, you see what happened was 
that my staff, in the hurry when he called, gave me a year to 
year figure instead of giving it to me from January '61 to the 
present. That's why we went off the track. And, that, by the 
way, is, he may, I don't think he's going to go into details but he 
may want to know what is a hundred. Well, 1957 is 100 in this. 
We often put in parenthesis 1957 = 100. And, in those terms, 
Industrial Production Index -- that's the Federal Reserve 
Index - - - of Industmstrial Production - - - was 1 02 in January '61 
to 122 today. A rise of 2Cl'/o. He'll be pleased to see that because 
that's a whale of a lot better figure. 

Now, a final point that I think is worth making with businessmen 
is that we've had remarkable price stability. The wholesale 
price index has actually declined since the Kennedy Administra­
tion was in office by a little bit, but I think the point to make is 
simply this - - that the wholesale price level was 101. 0 when we 
came in and it is today - - - let's see -- these things are never 
quite in the form you want them -- that's one of the main rules 
of economic statistics -- no matter how you want them, they're 
in a slightly different form. They just give me the change rather 
rather than today's figure. Excuse me just a moment. It's 
exactly 100. 0 today. It was 101. 0 when we came in. So that --­
in other words, we've had -- it really is remarkable price 
st{!bility and I think usually with a group of businessmen ---
Of course on one hand they see that their own prices haven't 
risen so they're not so happy about that, but if they are talking 
about the bugaboo of inflation, we've lj~ld it ju.st as steady as it 
could be. Now it's true Consumer Prices have gone up about 



lo/o per year, but the wholesale price index which is -- from 
the standpoint of international competition, etc. , is the 
important one that's held steady actually. Actually gone down 
a trifle. Well, I think those figures -- you'll be sure to 
get those to him, won't you? 

MJDR: Yes, Dr. Heller, I certainly will. 

DR. H.: Okay. After all, we have to convince the Oklahoma 
businessman that this Administration is doing its job. I 
think -- I don't know whether he'll want to, in terms of the 
policies of this Administration, would you mind if I added 
one more thing? 

MJDR: I'll be happy to take it. 

DR. H.: Note that the liberalized depreciation and the 7% investment 
tax credit put in by this Administration have already boosted 
business investment by $1. 2 billion-- that is business 
investment plans for 1963 by $1. 2 bicUion or almost half of the 
entire increase in business capital spending planned for this 
year. And that's -- then in parenthesis you might say -- that's 
based on a McGraw-Hill Surve y --- because I think that one of th<: 
things one should do is not aonly show that the economy has 
done well, but that the Kennedy Administration can take credit 
for the better business conditions and I'm sure the Vice 
President is interested in showing that. 

DR. H.: Well, thank you so much. 

MJDR: Thank you, Dr. Heller. 



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRES IDENT 

WASHINGTON 

Mr. Johnson: 

This is real rough 
but thought you might 
want to see it before 
it 1s recopied. 

mf 



The Attorney General to the Vice President, June 3, 1963, 12:02 pm 

LBJ Hello. 

AG Hello? 

LBJ Yes, General. 

AG Do you have any further thoughts on this legislation? 

LBJ I sure do. I~a good many, but I-didn't thim that the !'ei:nt 
,.wae-with the limited information I had -- I've been in none of 

~ hese conferences except\the other day -- and I,,,doai lurowri.'t', J ~v~~ 
~. ~e !i»st Ht"MIIS I got 'W'8 the message this ~,. _,.~~ 

morning at 8 :00 and I gave my comments to Ted at 9 :00. I've ,... ..Q.(A 

given.~ deal of thought to it. I told Kenny today iii& i ~ e, ~ 
7 

if he~~ I'd be available any time the P resident wanted '\..t 
to discuss it with me. 

AG Do you think it's a good idea? 

LBJ No, not the way we are approaching it, I don't. 

AG What do you think we should do? 

LBJ Well, I'll talk t0,you about it anytime you want to. 
I don' t think we can go into it on the phone. I think the objective 
we seek is very desirable. I think thepbjective the Republicans 
seek is to divide the President and the South. And I think that / r•A 

we may very well do that anyway. But tt W8--'ftl8; I t;l!i-..:.i('that we ~~ 
ought to take precautions not to, if we can, And we must - -
whatever we do - - do our homework so we can put the Republicans 
in ·•1 k with us -- on the spot--,fnd stay here until we pass • ~;.J~) 
I don't think we are at that stage yet. I'll go into all the detailsl~~~.' 
but I think sending this message tomorrow -- if it's done -- will ,'........, 
kill the President's ;;r:ram. I think that ' s bad. I think we've 
got to G:;;;:;i;;; ; , j _I)."'"' •,ve g.o.T1l pass legislation. I think we ~ 

_, 0. got to have one bill, but I think we ought to pick the time, ~ e 
~fti,- ought to pick the place, we ought to move ~ith us and ' Z?..L 

-.:....+-- ~ake them golinstead of saying we 're not doing enough/ and 
we 're doing too much. And, I don 1t think we 've done that home-
work. J.}s 1tet:hlrts I think we've got to do some work in the 
South - - not lecture to and not~them as errant children 

b ut just say we're going to treat~ people as Americans. Ahd.. 
I think we can that way get m~§t of the votes for the bills we ~ \ ;_ 

... V) ~i
1!'f) have and 

~ 
then we '11 just keep them here ~-ke •we did in 1~,, 

• 1957 ~until we pass the bill. And we see that the 1, ~ 
leadership people like Mansfield, and people like Smathers, 
people like Mills and the rest of them realize that we 're going 



'.P8-9- I ., 

0 

to stay here until we pass it, But I'd get their s-i;d out of the 
way, and while I was doing that, I'd talk to Mr. Eise nhower, 
Republicans and say''ri.ow how far do you want to go. How much 
are you willing to do. W-e-th-i-nk- Here I s what we think;, -
<1zv\.ta,~ .. this is a war, -,.- we're in war, ~ we all .get together 
and close ranks. This is not a foreignone, it1 s a domestic 
.Q._n~ . but if we don't do something about, we 're going to 
wreck this country. Let's quit playing politics with it --
we 1re not trying to just get a few ward votes. We're trying 
to treat everyone as Americans. And I'm fearful that as it 
is, iJ.-t:J1e limtfu -- the Negro ii'~a:.~o little and the 
South will consider it too much then the President's program 
will go down the drain and he will be the one that pays the 
price. I think that what he's got to do ultimately this session 
is let the world know and the country know what you and I know 
that he I s on the side of every American - - in other words, 
the government is behind the negro. And I think he's got 
to do that dramatic, I think that ' s more imporaant to him~ 

-

than all the little bills that we debated ,a~ But once he 
lets them know that then I think we've got to pick the bill~ 1 

go over them very carefully , consider every aspect of them, ',JJ .f_,, 

see that they have as much bipartisa~ support as ;r:e\l e.an - J ...,_ J;. 'r < 
and always be sure ~ 67 votes for cloture/ which 
you c~~ which you don't have which in my judgement ► 

- you won' t get unless we do a good deal of spade work,~ -
ji you want me to give you an illustration or two of things 
That I think should be done , I would ask the House to move 
day and nighl) Saturdays, and get these bills passed - -
particularly tax bill . I would ask the President to stop 
in the S;:pace Center in New Orleans o~ and I'd have 
Henry Gonzales introd~ him in San Antonio -- maybe when 
he goes to White Sands \tiw for 20 to 30 minutes. I'd have 
every television showing this Mexi~n and I'd have the 
President say something about him }(ow proud he 1s 

n~ that all Americans have opporturnity and we want to see 
(?/"-~h'"'a.t tliey"\do in this country. I'd have him in* Georgia 

Ml ~ and I'd have And Hatcher wal into the hotel where 
--f:foJ'!' ~ he stays or speaks with hi . -- e did that in Richmond 

during the last campaign a >/,,J just a candidate and 
~ they didn't dare throw him out. And when I got these ~ # 

~ s , about June - - ______ and I would go in .the Pe ~•-~ 
~i/)u and ~""'1 tw.<2. ~ t:__~ as a part of ~a C(..... 

statement fo elaborate some on some of the thing~ that , 
you have said, that I ha~: said and he fsaid. But I'd say -... f'l...t..c....o 
them right to their £ace;.- They1ll respect his courage• 

..a.s it i s now, they think we ' re just after votes, but we:::::-
can make them see that he's got a conscience, that 
it's a human thing with him, that he's g oing to do what's 

https://say''ri.ow


right"' I think that it'll have a little difEferent apprea-.l. 
J;,,,E. them. We may lose all the South, but we will at 
lease have tried our best to be reasonable with them. 
I think we're in danger either way, but I don't think that 
enters into it. We 1ve written our ticket and/go'rt see it 

roug an got to do it because it's right. And if they 
don't stay with us in the North, then that's our problem. 
But I just think it re uires a good deal more attention 
and thought and homework' particularly in the legislative 
field. J-:wecti. I was distre sed that we are considering 
sending a message up her in the morning that Mansfield 
and Smathers and the rest of them ftft~l"wt'""picked at and 
looked at and written their recommendations on. I had 
42 minutes to go over it, and did y suggestions were..,,... 
not very good, but here's ________ complete 
integration of all t avie-ts. Segregation still exists in many 
places-- we ought not to claim that it doesn't, because we 
know it does. I think that~~~~at:;

.c;.----=-=...._
Se Segregated Facilities ct a barrie to job opportunity. 

I think that the way the message reads now sounds like 
was trying to take careof some negro tourists or Ambassadors. 
I think we ought to point out 1ifl,,&,ila,tt...;1u.JCu:bi.;ai1Jt;...:plolir~owli>.i),1.,E~~~1-a.1u..,,r.,.e~ ""'r.,-., 

here is a negro who is offered a job by an employer and 
the employer has a right to find the best woa:-ker and the 
negro has the right to find the best job.as it is now he 
can't tnove to take a job in a segregate c'P'part of the country 
because his family can't have housing, can't have scho)ling, 
can't go to the parks and all these other things. And that's 
the reason we want to~ public facilities and se e 
that these eopl ave right_not just because somebod 
wants a tour through the country. think that more 
stress the message ought to be reat national ~ 

'--_.,..-::p:-:'.r~o~r::e::m not just a sectional one. 'titlllMIIHll,Q about Birmingham 
a gr deal -- I'd mention Philadelphia too so they won't 

hit the President over the head with the fact that this is a 
straight out North and South fight. I 1d say what you said 
to the Governors the other da_vthat it's a real national problem 
and it's in Chicago as you toti Turner and it's in Philadelphia. 
and it's in other places. And lhose are some of the thoughts 
have. 

AG I think those are some good ideas. Well, actually, I wanted 
to find out if you and the President could get together today. 

LBJ I'll do it anytime ou want to or anytime the President does. 
I think the danger is that the thing is -r:;iiwii:I:::::::=:::::::::'.!~ 

(I interpreted as te,o little and too much. The negroes won't think , 
~ 



it I s enough because they want a 
South will think it's too much. 

moral commitment and the 

AG OK. Thank you a lot. 

LBJ. Bye 



Telephone Call from the Attorney General to the Vice President , June 3, 1963, 
12 :02 pm 

LBJ Hello. 

AG Hello? 

LBJ Yea , General. 

AG Do you have any further thoughts on this legislation? 

LBJ I sure do. I have a good many, but - - with the limited informa­
tion I had 
the oth r 
morning . 
my co 

- - I've been in none of the e c onferenc e exc ept one 
day -- I was not in a position to be exten.sive thi 

I got the me sage this morning at 8 :00 , and I gave 
ent to Ted at 9 :00 . l 1ve given a good deal of thought 

to it . I told Kenny today that if he wi bed, I'd be available any 
time the Pre ident wanted to di cue it with me . 

AG Do you think it's a goo idea ? 

LBJ No, not the way we are approaching it , I don't . 

AG What do yo think we hould do? 

LBJ Well, I'll talk to you about it any time you want to . I don't think 
we can go into it on th_ phone . I think the obje ctive we seek is 
very d irable . I think the objective the Republican seek is to 
divide the President and the South. And I think that we may very 
well do that anyway. But I believe that we ought to take pre ­
cautions not to, if w can. And we must - - whatever we do - -
do our homework owe c an put the Republican in with u -- on 
the pot -- and tay here until w pas the bill . I don1t think we 
are at that tage yet . I'll go into all the details at any time , but 
I think nding thi me age tomorrow - - if it 1 s done - - will kill 
the President' program. I think that' bad. I think we 1ve got 
to pas legi lation. I think we have got to have one bill , but I 
think we ought to pick the time , we ought to pick the place , we 
ought to move the Republicans in with u and make them go along 
instead of saying we're not doing enough and we're doing too much. 
And, I don't think we're done that homework. I think we've got to 
do some work in the South - - not lecture to the people and not 
tr at them as errant children, but just say we ' r e going to treat 
all people aa Americans . And I think we can, that way, get most 



-2-

of the votes for the bill we must have , and then w 111 ju t keep 
them here llke we did in 1957 until we pass the bill. And we 
must se that the leader hip people like Mansfield, and people 
like mathers , people like Mill and the rest of them, realize 
that we're going to stay here until we pas it. But I'd get 
their measure out of the way, and while I wa doing that, I'd 
talk to Mr. Ei enhower , and the Republican and say, "Now 
how far do you want to go. How much are you willing to do. 
Her 1a what we think. 11 Thi i a war. When we'r in war, we 
all get togeth r and clo e rank . Thi is not a foreign on , it's 
a dome tic one . But if we don't do omething about it, we 1re 
going to wreck thi country. Let's quit playing politics with 
it -- we're not trying to just get a few ward votes . We re 
trying o treat veryon a mer·cans . And I'm fearful that 
a it L.. , t egro w·n con ider h program too little and 
the Sout will cona'der it too much. Then the President' 
Program will go down the dra n , and h will b th one. that 
pay th price . I think at h th I got to do ultimately this 

e slon is to let the world now and the country know what you 
and I know lr ady - - hat he I on the side of every Am rican - -
in other words , the government • s behind the negro. And I think 
he' got to do t at dramatic y . I think that' more important 
to him than all th little bill that we have debated. But once 
be lets th m know that then I think we 've got to pick the bills , 
go over them very carefully, consider every a pect of them, 
ee that they have as much biparti an upport a pos ible and 

alway be sure w have 67 vote for clotur which you can get 
but which you don't hav -- an which, in my judgement, you 
won't get unless we do a good deal of pade work. If you 
w nt m to give you an illustration or two of thing that I 
think should be don , I would a k the Hou e to move day nd 
night and Saturdays , nd t the e b'll p ed -- particularly 
the tax b 11. I would a k the Pre id nt to top in the Sp ce 
Cent r ' n w Orlean or Mis i ·ppi and I'd have Henry 
Gonzal intr due him n San ton·o -- maybe when he goes 
to hlte Sand for ZO to 30 m·nute . I'd have very telev ion 

howlng thi Mexican, and I'd have the P resident say something 
bout him - .. how proud he i t at all American ha e opportunity 

and we want to see that they alway do in this country. I'd h ve 
h min Georgia, and I'd have Andy Hatcher walk with him into 
the hotel where he tays or peak -- we did that in Richmond 
during the last c ampaign when I was just a candidate and they 
didn't dare throw him out . And when I got these things through 
about J e ______(garbled) and I would go in those areas 
and make two or three speeches as a par t of the things that you 
have said, that I have said, and he has said. But I'd ay them 
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right to th ir faces . They'll respect hi courage . A it l 
now, they think we're ju t after vote , but we can make them 

ee th t be' got a con ci nee, that it's a human thing with him, 
that he' going to do what' right . I think that it'll have a little 
different effect on them. may lo e all the South, but we will 
at lea t have tried our b at to be r a o a le with th m. I 
think w 're in danger either way, but I don't think that enter into 
it . We ve written our ticket and have got to eee it through and 

ave ot to do it beca se it' right . And if they don't tay with 
us n the North, then that' our probl m . But I just think it 
requires a o d e 1 m or tt ntion and thou ht homework - -
p rticula rly in th le 'slat've field. I wa d tr • ed t t we 

id ri g se in a m e a e up here ln th morning that 
Man 1 an Smather an the r e t of them h v n 't pi ked at 
look d at and written th r r ..commendation& on. I h d 42 minute 
to o ov r ·t, and di . Mys g stion wer not v ry ood, but 
her ' a f w. W of com le t integr tion of 11 terminals . 
Segregation still exist in y place - - w ought not to claim 
that i t do n't , b c we know it doe . I thlnk that egreg ted 
facil ' tie a ct a a barrier to job opportunity. I think that th 
way the aa e read ow o nd like he was trying to take care 
of ome Negro tourist of Amb a dor . I think we ou ht to 

olnt out th real probl m -- that here is an gro who offered 
a job by an employer and the employer h a right to find the 
be t wor er and the n gro h the ri ht to find th best job. A 
it i now, h can ' t move tot . a job in a gr e at d part of 
the c ountry, becau e hi family can't hav hou ing, an' t have 

hooting, can't go to the parks nd all the e oth r th n . And 
And th t' th reason w w nt to op n the public f c litl 
and that t ese people have th ir right - - not ju t b c 
omebody wants a tour t ro gb the country. I think that more 
tres in th mes ge o g 1t to b on a great national problem - -

not j t a e c tional one . Th me ge talks a bo t Birmingham 
a gr at de 1 - - I'd mention Phila elphia too, so th y won't hit 
the Pr ident over the head with the fact th t thi i a 
trai ht out North and South fight . I'd say what you id to 

th Gov rnor the other day •- th t it' a real national problem 
and it' in Chicago a you told Turner, and it' in Philad lphi 
and it 1 'not er plac e . And those are some of the thought I 
have . 

AG I think those are ome good idea . Well, actually, I want d 
to find out if you and the Pre ident could get together today. 

LBJ I'll do it anytime you want to or anytime the President does . 
I think the danger is that as the thing is now constituted, it can 



-n .. 

be nterpret d a too littl and too muc h. The ne ro s won1t 
th nk it' enough becau they want moral c ommitment, n 
the South will think it' too much. 

AO OK. Thank you lot. 

LBJ Bye. 

11 



The Attorn y General to the Vic President, June 3, 1963, 12 :02 pm 

LBJ Hello. 

G Hello? 

LBJ Y , General. 

AG Do you hav any further thought on this legislation? 

LBJ I sure do. I got a good many, but I didn't think that the point 
wa w th the limited information I had - - I ' ve been in none of 
these confer nces xcept the other day - - and I don't know it , 
I've never e n it . The first thing I got was th mes age this 
morning at 8 :00 and I g v m y comments to Ted t 9 ;00 . I've 
given a ood deal oft ought to it . I told Kenny today and - -
if he wante it , I' d be vailable ny tim the Pre ident wanted 
to disc s it with me . 

AG Do yo think it's a good idea ? 

LBJ No, not the w y we ar appr o ching it, I don't . 

G hat do you think we hould do ? 

LBJ Well , I'll talk you about it anytime you wa nt to , 
I don't think we can go into it on the phon . I think the obj ctive 
we seek is very desirable . I think theobjec tive the Republic ans 
seek is to divide the Pre ident and the South. And I think that 
we may very well do that anyway. But if we do, I think that we 
ought to take prec au on not to , if we can. nd we mu t - -
what ver we do - - do our om work owe c an put the Republicans 
in wh-ie with u - - on the spot. And tay here until we pa s it . 
I don't think we are t that tage yet . I'll go into all the details , 
b t I think sending thi me age tomorrow -- if it' done - - will 
kill the President's program. I think that' bad. I think we'v 
got to have this . I think we got to pa legislation. I think we 
got to have one bill , but I think we ought to p ick th time, we 
ou t to pick the plac e , we ought to move them in with u and 
make them go instead of saying we' r e not doing enough and 
we 're doing too m uch . And, I don 1t think we've don that home -
work. I don't think - - I think we 'v got to do ome work in the 
South - - not lecture to them and not teach them a errant children 
but ju t say we're going to treat the e people a American . And 
I think we can that w y get most f the votes for the bill w got 
to have and then we 111 just keep them here like we did in 1937 
uh, l 9 5 7 - - until we pa the bill. d w got to ee that the 
1 ader hip people like ansfield, and people like Smathers , 
people like M'lls and the re t of them r ealize that we' r e going 



•e 
to tay h re until we pas it . But I'd get their tltuff out of the 
way, and while I wa doing that , I'd talk to Mr . E i enhower , 
Republicans and s y now how far do you want to go. How much 
are you willing to do. ,e.-~iflk• Here's what we think, 

nd try - - this is a war -- we're in war why we all get together 
and clo e rank . Thi i not a forei none , it' a domestic 
one, but if we don't do omething about, we're going to 
wreck this country. Let's quit playing politics with it .. -
we ' r e not trying to ju t g t f w ward votes . We're trying 
to tre at veryone a American . And I'm fearful that as i t 

• if the o th - - th Ne r o ilf. • Mo littl and the 
Sou h will c on ider it too m uc , t en the resident' program 
will go down the drain and he will be t he one that pays t he 
price . I think that what he ' got to do ulti tely t i on 
i let the world now and the co t ry cnow what you and I know 
that h I s on t e i e of very me ican - - in other word , 
the ove nment is beh• d the negro. d I think h ' go 
to o t at dramati . I thi that' more im por*ant to him 
than all the little bills that we d bated !way . But once he 
lets the l·now that h n I think we 've got to pick the bill, 
go over th m very c ar efully , c onsider ev ry aspect of the m, 
s e that th y have s m uch biparti m s pp ort as you can 
and lway e ur e yo ot 67 vote for cloture which 
you can get - - which you don't have -- which in my judgement 
you won't get unless we do a good deal of spade work and 
if you want me to giv you an ill ration or two of things 
that I think should be don , I ould a k the House to move 
day and night, Saturday , an g t the e bill pa d -­
particularly tax bill . I would a k th Pre ident to top 
in the ace Ce nter in New rlean or Mi . and I'd have 
He y Gonzales introduce him in San ntonio -- m ybe when 
he goe to it San a ,t e for ZO to 30 m·nut a . l'd hav 
very levi ion hawing this Mexiczn and I'd have the 

P resident say omething about him. How proud he s 
t hat all Amer·cans have opporturnity and we want to e 
that t hey do in this country. I' have h'm in the Georg ' a 
thin and I'd have Andy Hatc her walk into the hot 1 where 
he stay or peak with hi~ - - we did that in Richmond 
during the la t campaign !I'.. ~a\ ~ just a c andidate and 
they didn't dare throw him out. And when I got these 
things about June - - ______ and 1 would go in th re 
and ay in two or three piec e a a part of my g neral 
statement to elaborate some on ome of the things that 
you have aid, that I have said and he said. But I'd ay 
them right to their fac e . They'll respec t bis c our ag 
as it is now, th y think we 're ju t after votes , but we 
c make them ee that he ' got con cience, that 
i t 's a human thing with h im , that he ' going to do what' 
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right , I think that it'll have a little difeerent approach 
for th m . We may lo e all the South, but w will at 
l as have tried our b t to be reasonab e with t em. 
I think we're in danger ither way, but I don't think that 
enter into it. We 1v written our ticket and got to ee it 
through and got to do it becau e it's right. And if they 
don't tay with us in the North, then that's our problem. 
But I just think it r quire a good d al more attention 
and thought and horn work particul rly ·n the legislative 
• ld. -1-we\i I wa d"s r d that w re considering 

n in a message up her i the mo ning that Man field 
a d Smat er and the rest of them hadn ' t picked at and 
looked at and written their recommen ation on. I had 
Z minute o go over it , an did, my s gg tion w re 
ot v ry goo , but here' _______ complete 

•nt gration of all t avels . Seg gation still exists in many 
plac s-- we o ght not to claim t at it doe n't , becau e w 
kno ;y it does , I think that ~-ed 

Se Segre ated Faci ities ct is a harried to job opportunity. 
I thin that t e way the message reads now sounds li e hw 
was tryin tot ke c areof so e negro tour i ts or Amba sadors. 
I think we oug t to point out that what problems really got i 
here is a negro who i offered a job by an employer and 
the emp oyer has a r ht to find he be t wo ker and the 
negro ha the right to find th be t job as it is now he 
can't tnove to take a job in a s gregat d part of the country 
becau e hi family can1t have ouaing , can't have cholling, 
can't go to the parks and all these other things . And that's 
the reason we want to open this public facilitie a d se 
that these peoplehave that r ight not ju t becau e omebody 
wants a tour through th c ountry. I think that more 
tr ss of the m ssage ought to be on this gr at national 

problem not ju t a sectional one . Talking about Birmingham 
a great deal -- I'd mention P iladelphia too so they won't 

hit th re i e t over the head with th fact that this is a 
straight out North and South fight . I'd ay what you aid 
to the Governors the other day that it's a real national problem 
and it's in Chic ago as you told Turner and it' in Philadelphia... 
and it's in other places . And lho e are some of the thoughts . 
have . 

AG I think those are some good idea . ell , ac tually, I wanted 
to find out if you and th P resident c ould g t together today. 

LBJ I'll do it anytime you want to or anytime the Pre ident does . 
I think the danger is that th thing is not constitued and 
interpreted as two little and too much. The negroe won't think 



.. 
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it's enough because they want a moral commitment and the 
South will think it' too much . 

AG OK. Thank you a lot. 
I 
I 

LBJ. Bye 

I 



MR. VI CE PRES I DENT, 

Here are the two edited conversations you requested 

GER-
July 9, 1963 



THESE ARE EXTRACTS OF A CONVERSATION BETWEEN VICE PRESIDENT 
LYNDON B. JOHN'SON AND TED SORENSON, JUNE 3, 1963. 

VICE PRESIDENT JOHN'SON: First I think we need to do our home work before 

we send a message to Congress, and I don't think we can do that unless we 

spend some time on the Message. 

Second, I think we need to exchange viewpoints on what legislation 

we can get, and try to get everything legitimate we can but also try to be sure 

that we can get what we ask for. 

Third, I think that the Negro wants something more than a voting 

bill or a minor school matter in a military installation or even access to 

public facilities. I believe that what he really wants is a feeling that the 

President and his Cabinet have a moral commitment to side with him in his 

desire to be treated as an American. 

Summarizing, I would say that a gocxl deal needs to be done before 

we bring this matter before Congress, including securing commitments from 

the leadership and examining the bill carefully to be certain that anything in 

it that is ridiculous is removed. Don't forget that President Eisenhcr..ver killed 

Title III by saying he didn't know it was in the bill. And if that happens to us, 

it will be impossible for many gocxl people to support the measure. * * * 

(more) 
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We can lose the South either way, but I think the people will have a 

lot more respect for us if we face up to the issue as Americans. As it is, 

I am afraid that many people think we are just after votes -- and I don't think 

we are. The issue goes a lot further than that. Should we face up to this 

problem? The answer is yes. Should we do it by legislation? The answer 

is yes. 

We should approach the leaders of the other party. We have to ask 

them how far they are ready to go? How many votes have they got? What 

are they willing to do? These are Americans and should be treated as such. *** 

I don't think you can ever get their agreement (Southern Senators). 

a.it I am sure that you can get their respect and I think you can get the respect 

of their States. * * * 

I have always believed that the No. 1 ingredient and necessity of any 

civil rights bill ought to be a conciliation service just like the Labor Department 

has, and if you had one in Atlanta, and they sent a man out to Jackson instead 

of having other officials and the Army going in, perhaps people could be pulled 

together. It was suggested to me in..1957 that the Liberals thought it was too 

soft and it wouldn't do any good and the Southerners thought it was FEPC -- but 

I still believe that a professional conciliation service -- with real human beings 

running it - - ought to be a part of the bill. * * * 

(more) 
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The President should say: 'We have a Golden Rule -- do unto others 

as you would have them do unto you, I arn leader of this country and when I 

order men into battle, I order those men without regard to color. Toe Negro 

can go into a fox-hole; the Mexican can go into a fox-hole; and so can others. 

We have to have the same philosophy about people driving down a highway looking 

for a place to eat, I arn going to ask the Congress to say that we will all be 

treated without regard to race•••• , ' * * * 

I know the risks are great and these moves might cost us the South. 

But those States may be lost anyway. The difference is that if the President 

just enforces court decrees the South will feel that it has yielded to force. 

But if he goes and looks them in the eye and states the moral issue and the 

Christian issue, the Southerners will at least respect his courage, ••• , I 

think the Southern white and the Negro share one point of view that is identical, 

They are not certain that the govermnent is on the side of the Negro. Tue 

whites think that we are just playing politics to carry New York, and the 

Negroes feel a suspicion that we are just doing what we have to do (under 

pressure) and until that feeling is laid to rest, I don't think we are going 

to have much of a solution. * * * 

(more) 
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I have spoken from Milwaukee to Chicago to New York to Los Angeles 

and in Gettysburg and Dallas and Johnson City, Texas. I think that I know one 

thing -- the Negroes are tired of being told they should be "patient" and they 

are tired of a piecemeal approach. They want a moral commitment that the 

government is behind them. • •••• 

I do not think that it is impossible to pass a good, constructive bill 

along the lines you have got. I think it is possible to pass probably a stronger 

one -- after it has been thought through. * * * 

I said some of the things I said at Gettysburg from every train stop 

in the South (during the campaign) and I looked them right in the eye when I 

said them. And every reporter was trying to find me running from the issue. 

But we said those things and they respected us•••• When the President says 

those things the decent people and the preachers will come and support him. 

I have been to North Carolina this year at a Jefferson-Jackson Day 

dinner and I have been into Florida. In neither place would they allow Negroes 

in the audience. I said I am going to come and I am going to talk about 

Constitutional rights and I want them (Negroes) on the platform with me. 

And if you don't let them come I am not coming period. They put Negroes 

on the platform in both places. * * * 

(more) 
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More than 100 years ago in the Lincoln-Douglas debates Lincoln said 

no nation can endure half slave and half free. Now no world can endure half 

slave and half free and we have got to do something about it in our own country. 

I don't think you want these people to go on the unemployment rolls in Detroit 

and Los Angeles. I think they ought to be trained here at home so they, can 

learn a job. * * * 

Should we have legislation? The answer is yes. Should we have 

legislation that is substantially of this type? The answer is yes. Can it be 

improved on? The answer is yes. What should we do before we send it? 

I would say Republicans one; public sentiment two; the South three; 

legislators four; Negro leaders five. Then, when I got ready to swing, I would 

go the whole way and I would not let anybody deter me or dissuade me. I am 

looking at a couch that I slept on for 37 nights, but I produced quorums at 2:00 A.M. 

and 4:00 A.M. and that is what you have got to be prepared to do. • ••• 

We have a little popgun and I want to pull out the cannon, and the 

President's cannon, and he should be on all the TV networks, speaking from 

his conscience -- not at a rally in Harlem but at a place in Mississippi or 

Texas or Louisiana. Just have an honor guard there with a few Negroes in 

it and let him reach over there and point and say: 'I have to order these men 

(more) 
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into battle in the fox-holes carrying that flag and I don't ask them what their 

name is -- Gomez or Smith -- or their color or their religion. If I can order 

them into battle, I must make it possible for them to eat and sleep in this 

country. Then everybody can go home and ask his wife what is wrong with 

that proposition? And they can go searching their conscience, Every preacher 

can start preaching about it. We must recognize this moral force and put it 

to work. * * * 

The big problem is saying to the Baldwins and the Kings and to the 

rest of them that we will give you our moral commitment -- the government 

is behind you. You do not have to do it in the streets. You can do it in the 

courthouses and in the Congress. Now let us get ready for that and use the 

same energy talking to the people. • ••••• 

### 



"' ... 

I EXTRACTS FROM A CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE ATTORNEY 

4 GENERAL AND THE VICE PRESIDE.NT, JUNE 3, 1963. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: I think we have got to pass legislation. I think we 

have got to have one bill. But I think we ought to pick the time, we ought to 

pick the place, we ought to move the Republicans in with us and make them 

go along instead of saying we are not doing enough and we are doing too much. 

And, I don't think we have done that home work. I think we have got 

to do some work in the South -- not lecture to the people and not treat them 

as errant children, but just say we are going to treat all of the people as 

Americans. And I think we can, that way, get most of the votes for the bills 

we must have, and then we will just keep them here like we did in 1957 until 

we pass the bill. And we must se~ that the leadership people like Mansfield, 

and people like Smathers, people like Mills and the rest of them, realize that 

we are going to stay here until we pass it. * * * 

But if we don't do something about it, we are going to wreck this 

country. Let's quit playing politics with it -- we are not trying to get just 

a few ward votes. We are trying to treat everyone as Americans. And I am 

fearful that as it is, the Negroes will consider the program too little and the 

South will consider it too much. • ••• 

(more) 
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We may lose all of the South, but we will at least have tried our best 

to be reasonable with them. I think we are in danger either way. But I don't 

think that enters into it. We have written our ticket and have got to see it 

through and have got to do it because it is right. And if they don't stay with 

us in the North, then that is our problem. But I just think it requires a good 

deal more attention and thought and home work -- particularly in the legislative 

field. * * * 

We speak of complete integration of our terminals. Segregation still 

exists in many places -- we ought not to claim that it doesn't because we know 

it does. I think segregated facilities act as a barrier to job opportunity. I think 

that the way the Message reads now sounds like he was trying to take care of 

some Negro tourists or Ambassadors. 

I think we ought to point out the real problems -- that here is a Negro 

who is offered a job by an employer, and the employer has a right to find the 

best worker and the Negro has the-right to find the best job. As it is now, he 

can't move to take a job in a segregated part of the country because his family 

cannot have housing, can't have schooling, can't go to the parks and all these 

other things. And that's the reason we want to open these public facilities 

and see that these people have their rights -- not just because somebody wants 

a tour through the country. 

(more) 
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I think that more stress in the Message ought to be on a great 

national problem -- not just a sectional one. 



Telephone Call from the Attorney General to the Vice President, June 3, 1963, 
12:02 pm 

LBJ 

AG 

LBJ 

AG 

LBJ 

AG 

LBJ 

AG 

LBJ 

Hello. 

Hello? 

Yes, General. 

Do you have any further thoughts on this legislation? 

I sure do. I have a good many, but - - with the limited informa­
tion I had -- I've been in none of these conferences except one 
the other day -- I was not in a position to be extensive this 
morning. I got the message this morning at 8:00, and I gave 
my comments to Ted at 9 :00. I 1ve given a good deal of thought 
to it. I told Kenny today that if he wished, I'd be available any 
time the President wanted to discuss it with me. 

Do you think it's a good idea? 

No, not the way we are approaching it, I don't. 

What do you think we should do ? 

Well, I'll talk to you about it any time you want to. I don't think 
we can go into it on the phone. I think the objective we seek is 
very desirable. I think the objective the Republicans seek is to 
divide the President and the South. And I think that we may very 
well do that anyway. But I believe that we ought to take pre­
cautions not to, if we can. And we must - - whatever we do - -
do our homework so we can put the Republicans in with us -- on 
the spot -- and stay here until we pass the bill. I don't think we 
are at that stage yet. I'll go into all the details at any time, but 
I think sending this message tomorrow -- if it's done -- will kill 
the President's program. I think that1s bad. I think we've got 
to pass legislation. I think we have got to have one bill, but I 
think we ought to pick the time, we ought to pick the place, we 
ought to move the Republicans in with us and make them go along 
instead of saying we 1re not doing enough and we 1re doing too much. 
And, I don't think we 1\le done that homework. I think we've got to 
do some work in the South - - not lecture to the people and not 
treat them as errant children, but just say we 're going to treat 
all people as Americans. And I think we can, that way, get most 
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of the votes for the bills we must have, and then we'll just keep 
them here like we did in 1957 until we pass the bill. And we 
must see that the leadership people like Mansfield, and people 
like Smathers, people like Mills and the rest of them, realize 
that we're going to stay here until we pass it. But I'd get 
their measures out of the way, and while I was doing that, I'd 
talk to Mr. Eisenhower, and the Republicans and say, "Now 
how far do you want to go. How much are you willing to do. 
Here's what we think." This is a war. When we're in war, we 
all get together and close ranks. This is not a foreign one, it's 
a domestic one. But if we don't do something about it, we 1re 
going to wreck this country. Let's quit playing politics with 
it - - we 're not trying to just get a few ward votes. We ~re 
trying to treat everyone as Americans. And I'm fearful that 
as it is, the Negro will consider the program too little and 
the South will consider it too much. Then the President's 
Program will go down the drain, and he will be the one that 
pays the price. I think that what he's got to do ultimately this 
session is to let the world know and the country know what you 
and I know already -- that he's on the side of every American -­
in other words, the government is behind the negro. And I think 
he's got to do that dramatically. I think that's more important 
to him than all the little bills that we have debated. But once 
he lets them know that then I think we've got to pick the bills, 
go over them very carefully, consider every aspect of them, 
see that they have as much bipartisan support as possible and 
always be sure we have 67 votes for cloture which you can get 
but which you don't have - - and which, in my judgement, you 
won't get unless we do a good deal of spade work. If you 
want me to give you an illustration or two of things that I 
think should be done, I would ask the House to move day and 
night and Saturdays, and get these bills passed -- particularly 
the tax bill. I would ask the President to stop in the Space 
Center in New Orleans or Mississippi and I'd have Henry 
Gonzales introduce him in San Antonio -- maybe when he goes 
to 'White Sands for 20 to 30 minutes. I'd have every television 
showing this Mexican, and I'd have the President say something 
about him - - how proud he is that all Alnericans have opportunity 
and we want to see that they always do in this country. I'd have 
him in Georgia, and I'd have Andy Hatcher walk with him into 
the hotel where he stays or speaks - - we did that in Richmond 
during the last campaign when I was just a candidate and they 
didn't dare throw him out. And when I got these things through 
about June _______(garbled) and I would go in those areas 
and make two or three speeches as a part of the things that you 
have said, that I have said, and he has said. But I'd say them 
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right to their faces. They'll respect his courage. As it is 
now, they think we're just after votes, but we can make them 
see that he's got a conscience, that it's a human thing with him, 
that he's going to do what's right. I think that it'll have a little 
different effect on them. We may lose all the South, but we will 
at least have tried our best to be reasonable with them. I 
think we 're in danger either way, but I don't think that enters into 
it, Wff!;'ve written our ticket and have got to see it through and 
have got to do it because it's right. And if they don't stay with 
us in the North, then that I s our problem. But I just think it 
requires a good deal more attention and thought and homework -­
particularly in the legislative field. I was distressed that we 
are considering sending a message up here in the morning that 
Mansfield and Smathers and the rest of them haven't picked at and 
looked at and written their recommendations on. I had 42 minutes 
to go over it, and did. My suggestions were not very good, but 
here's a few. We speak of complete integration of all terminals. 
Segregation still exists in many places - - we ought not to claim 
that it doesn't, because we know it does, I think that segregated 
facilities act as a barrier to job opportunity. I think that the 
way the message reads now sounds like he was trying to take care 
of some Negro tourists of Ambassadors. I think we ought to 
point out the real problem -- that here is a negro who is offered 
a job by an employer and the employer has a right to find the 
best worker and the negro has the right to find the best job. As 
it is now, he can't move to take a job in a segregated part of 
the country, because his family can't have housing, can't have 
schooling, can't go to the parks and all these other things. And 
And that's the reason we want to open these public facilities 
and see that these people have their rights - - not just because 
somebody wants a tour through the country. I think that more 
stress in the message ought to be on a great national problem -­
not just a sectional one~ The message talks about Birmingham 
a great deal -- I'd mention Philadelphia too, so they won't hit 
the President over the head with the fact that this is a 
straight out North and South fight. I'd say what you said to 
the Governors the other day -- that it's a real national problem 
and it's in Chicago as you told Turner, and it's in Philadelphia 
and it's in other places. And those are some of the thoughts I 
have. 

AG I think those are some good ideas. Well, actually, I wanted 
to find out if you and the President could get together today. 

LBJ I'll do it anytime you want to or anytime the Pre sident does. 
I think the danger is that as the thing is now constituted, it can 
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be interpreted as too little and too much. The negroes won't 
think it's enough because they want a moral commitment, and 
the South will think it I s too much. 

AG OK. Thank you a lot. 

LBJ Bye. 

1, 

I 

I 

1, 

I 

I 
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EXTRACTS OF CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE VICE PRESIDENT AND TED 
SORENSON 6-3-63. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Surmnarized -- I would say that a good deal needs 
to be done before this thing comes up, including 

getting commitments from Mansfield, Smathers and getting anything ridiculous 
out of the bill that would kill it -- like Eisenhower killed TITLE ill by saying he 
didn't know what was in it. And I think that by the time they point out a few 
things in these bills that you will make it impossible for people like even Albert 
to support it -- or Boggs -- who are good men. They have got to have more to 
do with being a part of it. 

I would hope that the President would make an appearance somewhere in the South 
before he sends a recommendation -- not to lecture them or treat them as if they 
were children, but to plan to have on the platform with the President the' Vice Presi­
dent and the Cabinet. • • • • If we lose the South either way, they will have a lot 
more respect for him if the man himself says how he feels as an .American, and 
then they will buy some Message up here, and he will have a lot more support . 

As it is, I am afraid that they think we are just after votes -- and I don't think 
we are. It goes a lot further than that. Should we face up to this Negro problem? 
The answer is yes. Should we do it by legislation? The answer is yes. Should 
we do it along the general line? The answer is yes. And the timing -- I think 
the President should pick the time and the place. 

* * * 

THE VICE PRESIDE.NT: •• •• There was a rule change up here that we spent 6 
weeks on, and nothing was done about it. I don't 

think it ought to have been done anyway. But anyway this time I think that 
whatever the man recommends ought to be the minimum - - and it ought to be 
a must. 

SORENSON: Well I think we all agree to that. And I think that --
if I may say so -- I think we have tried to do our 

home work on this Message and get to work on the bill ••••• 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Good, good. 

SORENSON: And maybe if any parts •••• 

{more) 
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THE VICE PRESIDENT: I am not familiar with the bill•••• 

SORENSON: •••And any parts of the bill, I would like to have 
them pointed out•••• 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: 

this morning and I said: 

Fine. ell, I haven't seen it and I don't know 
about the home work, but I leaned over to Kennedy 

'Have you talked to any of the leaders about this in 
advance -- any Southerners'-- and he said yes, he thought he had talked it 
over with Russell. Now I don't know anything about that and maybe this has 
all been done. You asked me for my reaction and I gave it to you. It hadn't 
been checked with me. I don't know ••• maybe they have talked with the Russells 
and the Hills and the others. Maybe they see eye to eye. I don't think you can 
ever get their agreement. But I am sure that you can get their respect and I 
think you can get the respect of their States. I think that the Rockefellers and 
the Javitswant to throw the South away and tear it apart. They have tried to do 
that with us ever since we came in. They tried to do it before Los Angeles. 
The meanest letter I got was from Barry Goldwater, calling me a hypocr it:Ebecause 
I would run with a fellow like Kennedy. Now they are going to succeed in doing 
that the way we are going at it right now. And they may succeed anyway. And 
I think that the time is right upon us that we will have to take that gamble. I 
think that we ought to prepare the way and put the Republicans in there with us, 
because we have got to get 67 votes and I don't believe we have done that. 

Has anybody talked to Dirksen and said: 'What are your minimums -- if your 
Party really believes in civil rights how much does it believe in them and what 
are you ready to do about it?' Javits has no votes, the President said this morning. 
Now we know where he stands. But he is just a foil - - he is just an agent to go 
out and stir all this stuff up so that they can bust up the President's combination - -
and it is a winning one. Now I wouldn't let them get me with this trick. I would 
move r ight in with them, 

SORENSON: The important thing, though, as you say, is that 
we have got to face up to the problem and we have 

got to send up a bill. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: You have got to ..... 

(more) 
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SORENSON: Y u have got a pretty good bill, and I think it is 
a minimtnn bill, and I think it is one that we can 

stand behind, 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Well, I haven't seen the bill. I don't know. But 
I think we ought to go through it and explore it and 

we ought to see what we can do and what we can add to it. I don't know if anybody 
has given it a thought, but I have always believed that the number one ingredient 
and necessity of any civil rights bill ought to be a conciliation service just like 
the Labor Department has, and if you had one in Atlanta and they sent a man 
out to Jackson, instead of the Attorney General, the Assistant Attorney General, 
and the Army going in, why perhaps they could pull these things together. Ted 
Kheel suggested it to me in 1957, and the Liberals thought it was soft and wouldn't 
do any good and the ]).stlands thought it was FEPC. But I still believe that a 
professional conciliation service -- where you have real htnnan beings running 
it - - ought to be a part of the bill. 

SORENSON: Yes. As a matter of fact, the bill that we have 
sent up already, which will be included in this 

bill, on the civil rights commission would give it that.... 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: That's fine. I have seen nothing like that and I 
don't know. 

* * * 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: •••. I just think that the President ought to number one: 
move the Republicans in with him; two: ought to move 

some Southern sentiment in here ahead of his Message with him on the basis of 
what is right - - the Golden Rule. 

SORENSON: How are we going to do that? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: I would say - - seriously consider an appearance in 
wherever our space center is in Mississippi or New 

Orleans. But of course ... 

SORENSON: But he was just down there. 

(more) 
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THE VICE PRESIDENT: Yes, I understand that -- but not on this matter. 
I would seriously consider a reception in San 

Antonio. It is a pretty integrated town and you have a Mexican Congressman. 
It would really open their eyes .... maybe New Mexico would do it, I don't 
know, but there are a lot of Mexicans there - - 300,000. This is not a Negro 
problem - - it is an American problem. And I think he needs to do some of 
these things before Washington goes to handing down to them these things .... 

Now if any of these things appeal to you or to the President, I will try to write 
down the steps that I would take or recommend if you will let me see the bills 
and take a little time. Maybe he feels it is incumbent that he acts before he 
leaves. If he does, then.... 

SORENSON: I think that it is tough to put it off another week. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Tough to? 

SORENSON: Yes. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: That's the decision that he has to make. If you 
want my judgment, my judgment is that I would 

put it off until I got some of this program through. 

SORENSON: Without being.... 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Yes, sir. I don't see that he is going to do much 
now except hurt himself by getting it up now. I 

sure wouldn't touch it, unless I had the leadership behind him. 

SORENSON: Well, I think the leadership is behind him, the 
leadership that we had there this morning. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: I don't think so. I don't think@, that they know 
what's in it and(ij. when they know I don't think 

they can be with this situation as it is right now and .... 

SORENSON: What is it you think we would have to take out of 
it to get them behind it? 

(more) 
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THE VICE PRESIDENT: I don't think you might have to talce out anything. 
You might be able to add things to it. But I just 

think that the climate. . . The President is going to have to get some agitation 
for doing right for the South -- which he can do from the pulpits and from the 
people... What I would like to see done is to develop a task force immediately 
on the regional basis -- start with the people from the press and spread to the 
public leaders and get into the towns where they are known and try to let the people 
know that the problem confronts all Americans... I don't know where the space 
center is in Mississippi but I think it will be very appropriate if the President 
went in there and invited the Senators and the Congressmen to go with him. 
If he made a talk on the future and then took maybe 3 out of 12 minutes and 
said: 'Now I don't want to come here without talking about Constitutional rights 
and we are all Americans. We have a Golden Rule -- do unto others as you 
would have them do unto you. Now I am leader of this country and when I order 
men into battle I order a man without regard to color to carry our flag in the 
foxhole. The Negro can do that, the Mexican can do it, and others can do it. 
We have got to do the same thing when we drive down the highway in places to 
eat. I am going to have to ask you all to do this thing. And I am going to have 
to ask the Congress to say we will all be treated without regard to race ... ' 
The good people - - the church people - - I think have to come around to him. Not 
the majority of them, maybe, but a good many of them over the country. It 
would really unify the North and he would be looking them straight in the face, 

SORENSON: Well I think that's a good idea and .... 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: I would do it at San Antonio. I would let a Mexican 
Congressman -- I would just show them there 

isn't anything terrible about this business, that here in the heart of the Southland 
you have got a fellow whose mother was born out of this country and he's in 
Congress .... As it is now, the President's Message doesn't get over. He 
gets it up here and every man -- it is just like a manifesto -- every person 
bas got to sign that manifesto or he is ostracized in his own community and 
he is defeated. Now the President bas to go in there without cussing anybody 
or fussing at anybody, with a bunch of Congressmen sitting there listening to 
him, and he has got to be the leader of the nation and make a moral commitment 
to them. And they cannot insult him for doing it -- not i.n the lecture forum but 
in a kind of informational forum. This fellow Baldwin says: 'I don't want to 
marry your daughter. I want to get you off my back.' And that's what these 
Negroes want. They want that moral cormnitment and that will do more to 

(more) 
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satisfy them than your bill will. I mean you have got to have your bill too, but 
I think we are running the risk of touching off about a 3 or 4 month debate that 
will kill his program and inflame the country and wind up with a mouse. And 
I don't think that means that the legislative approach ought to be abandoned but 
I think it means that the subject proposals have got to be weighed a little more 
carefully than I have been able to weigh them. . . . I wouldn't have him go down 
there and meet Wallace and get in a tussle with him. I would pick my own time 
and my own place... 

I think that he ought to talk frankly and freely, rather understandingly and maybe 
fatherly, and he should state morally his position. He should do it without 
equivocation, not as a mean man trying to punish a child. I know these risks 
are great and they might cost us the South, but those States just may be lost 
anyway. The difference is that if the President just enforces court decrees 
the South will feel that it has yielded to force. But if he goes out there and 
looks them in the eye and states the moral issue and the Christian issue, and 
if he does it face to face the Southerners will at least respect his courage.... 
I think the Southern white and Negro share one point of view that is identical -­
they are not certain that the government is on the side of the Negro. The whites 
think that we are just playing politics to carry New York, and the Negroes are 
suspicious that we are just going to do what we have got to do. Until that is 
laid to rest, I don't think you are going to have much of a solution. 

* * * 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: This is just what the Republican Party - - if I were 
their manager this is what I would recommend they do, 

and this is what they are doing. They are standing back giggling. And here Javits 
gets Humphrey pretty souped on a few terrible demonstrations. We get civil war 
going on ih the South and move Kennedy in and they cut off the South from him 
and roll up the bridge -- that's what they want to do. 

If I were Kennedy, I wouldn't let them call my signals..... Let them chew on it 
a day or two, because this world wasn't made in a day. I would be sure that I had 
a good solid program and that I would get the Republicans with me, if I can, and 
get my leaders with me, and then when I moved, I wouldn't be stopped. Now he 

(more) 
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has already tried this literacy bill -- this shooting from the hip business -- and 
they messed around here 4 or 5 days and had a little perfunctory vote and that's 
hypocritical. Don't you think so? 

SORENSON: Last year, you mean? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

SORENSON: Well, I think that we could have done better. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Sure we could, sure we could. And we had better 
just see what we will do and be sure that everybody 

wants to do it and then go ahead. I don't think we are at that stage now, and I 
told the Attorney General that, and I tell you that. Now if you are at that Etage, 
I will abundantly clear, I am on the team, and you will never hear a word out 
of me. 

SORENSON: Well I think it's, well, what it really comes down 
to is a question of timing .... 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: And substance.... 

SORENSON: I think what you say is right, We are in agreement 
in substance. I think that this bill has been gone over 

pretty carefully and I think that the changes made the other day a te good changes 
and I think .... 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Well, I don't..... 

SORENSON: But it is the minimum we can ask for and the maximum 
we can stand behind. The question is one of timing 

and I think ..... 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: I don't agree.... 

SORENSON: ... That this thing is hot enough now. It's pretty 
tough. 

(more) 
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THE VICE PRESIDENT: I don't agree with that.... You ought to get your 
tax bill passed instead of killed. Tb.is Kennedy 

program oughtn't to go down the drain and I am afraid that is what will happen 
if you send this up here. Now I want to make it clear I am as strong for his 
program as you are. 

SORENSON: I know that. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: But you want my judgment now.... I would just 
as soon be included out on all these things but if 

at the last minute I am supposed to give my judgment I am going to do it honestly 
as long as I am around him. 

SORENSON: Well .... 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: And I am going to do it loyally. And I think he will 
be cut to pieces by this and I think he will be a 

sacrificial lamb. I think his program will be hurt if it is not killed... I don't 
think that it is impossible to pass a good constructive bill along the lines you 
have got. I think it is possible to pass probably a stronger one, but I don't think 
it has been talked through.... 

* * * 

SORENSON: ••.• I am not sure that you have to wait and send 
up the bill afterwards. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: I don't think that you have to wait. You have to do 
this other and as soon as you do it, go ahead with the 

other. But I don't agree with you that it has been done. I think this is Republican 
timing setting it up. 

SORENSON: Well, it is just as well, because it is the Negro's 
time to set it up. 

(more) 
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THE VICE PRESIDENT: Well, I would talk to the Negroes. I think that 
what the Negroes want, unless I misjudge them -- they 

have heard these voting rights and they have heard about these public facilities and 
they have heard about takin,g down the white signs in buses. But they know that 
has not happened and that the law is not going to happen and they know that it 
is not going to be done in 3 or 4 months. But they want to know if the President 
is really hard on their side. And I believe that they believe he is. They believe 
the Attorney General is and I think that they believe I arn. But I just want to 
convince them and be sure that they believe it and then I would get some supporters - -
this way I think that you might have some success. 

* * * 
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got • C ,-: .r. r , D t r. ~t T~· l A ,,.,.~ "?.t; going to cal'ry M chiga.no I. know definitely 

I in 

• 1.i 

with the some of the leader hip in New York City. 1 would say that this la a 

forerUllDetr oi what the R publi .an ,ampa.ign might b~o And it'• nothing new. 

But yc-11 s ·ew thi,,, R ·uhlicans h vo this p obl m. The problem they face h thu 

they vote a.gninot the t- •ng~ ~ p opl• who live in the lar1e urban center• want. 

They're ai:. .. irtlj ouaing. 'Ih,, re agal.nat minimum wage. They' e agaiv.at all 

nuey an . ~bout in :re· ~mg th f:!. organizations in 1 city. All I can tell 

-.1 'l! win by more votes in 

the ·e e, ~ .s. 

D~mo... :::.. tic ,<.:\r,.,' in 1964 , .i.c ·1:. presumably be th 21aa e as it w~s in i960. 

Vic P,:ealdont .f :Jhnson ha.ti b en maldng a lot of &f"E" chua 011 civ .. ;dghte. The 

Preaidont ha.9 us .d him forcer.. 'n forum . He 1s on sever c:omatlttee.:a that 

deal wilii •m oyment in ov nment c:outructlon job ■, etc. Do you think that 

Mr. John•on , after th.II record of the New Frontier flO l~r in civil right•, wW 

be ae •Ueett.ve i th• S~uth lu 64 • he was in ' 60? 

https://�Ueett.ve
https://chiga.no


1 . BAILEY : Yes, I thi. k tha. Johnson wih he effective! in he South. 

I... w und r L"l :i-.aderehip of Johnson s ' ,e l\ate M.:-:.jority Leader that the 

civil right. bill. •ae pa.a e du.ring t 1e Eia~ower Admini8tratio . An I think 

th t the ombba tion of Kenned a John.son will be su-ong all ov"r the United 

Stau . I refus to J.ixnii; N 1th Ea.a . South or We t . 'rh r is a great deal 

of talk ov--er ·h air in the Pre as and the r t all a.1) '} it the South, and what i& 

going to happ .:?o there. But ! feel ,uit.e confident f!•nt w will be ; pretty fair 

shape by the timt" November 1964 comes along. To get back to tlat previous 

que•ti n of. Goldwater talks a.1>out the corrupt i y rr.a c.:hines, he never prove ■ 

anythutg . All he doee is talk about it. I mean ther-z i-e scandal•. In New 

York State there wae a o c-..andlll, but that isn't a city scandal, that' s a state 

■ canda.J. on state liquor control. And all these thingsi happen. But Mr. Gold· 

water talka a.bout Chicago. Chicago jue\ had an election and the p ople re 

elected Mayor Daly• l mean, and there was no talk of that in the ity election, 

where there 'lfw"Ould b• talk. l aa;r that Mr , Goldwate !" sever roor.th a.go waa 

aa.ying h~ a n •· ... ca.ndidat€ , ba •• he I s act_.1g an awit..l lot like one t:od.+y, 

Se a.to:i" Javit.J tected the oi.her day 

that Mr. Go!chrte,:· might h G-",V I! ~\ep;o,.,'"1 a li '"li:e bit tc, • e le.ft of. where h ~ wa• 

two or \hr~ v ron~~l '3 \go. :E"ve JOU d . tcded this ? 

MR . BAILEY; Well I think Javita would lik t o tlc~ct tha~• eo h'! could 

kind of a~y he w ~.a in the e~mo party. 

GOR "CK: Chairman BaHey. Senator G ~..,v,•'· _r a.lao takee a dim view-



John Bailey - Linton Wells - Storer Broadcasting Co. July 22 

REPORT TO THE PEOPLE 

WELLS: With me he re in our Wa•hingtoG studio iii the Hoaorabl• 

Job.a M. Bailey, Chairmaa of. the Democratic Nad.Oll&l Committee. who la 1--. 

to report to the peopl• on Democratic proapect• n xt year. 

ChairrnUl Bail y, •• a ata.i-ter, Pre ■ ident Ke~edy Will rwa «a.&aia, 

le that ri1ht ? 

MR .. BAlLFd: There i■ uo que•tiOD in 1:ny mind and I'm •ur• then 

i■ ao qae ■tion in your min. , aad I'm ■ ure there b no question iD the mill~ of all 

the cttlaen8 of our comatry. 

WELLS: I■ there any ha•is at all fo'l'" more that Vice Pre mat 

John■ oa h to be d mped? 

MR. BAILEY: I • v~ never hear.~,. , ;u Vice Pn•ident Joha ■ waa 

pull to be dumped t feel ccmfiden that Yice Pr 1i dent JohaaOII i ■n 't 1om1 to 

dum5Md . We have .-..,.,.-,. .., c mbinatlon in Kemaedy ~d Joba•on . They w 

#ta 1960 d I m au.re th.la l• .., ' to our team 19M. YOQ don' bre up a 

wtanta1 team. 

WELLS: .8 •J. t1a J ohnson wHl help t • Texas, 

~ . BA1~_:_:_· JobJuo11 ~"i·ll help ut. all o,,er. Lyndon Joha.9on 

b a 1re&t Americ ie •• a gr at mi$jortt:y l Mk,.. He was helpful to Pl'••ldeat 

Keanedy in 1960 ancl l bow he'll b a~lpful tr•> ma..\ . ovet· th~ country. aot alOM 

la Texu . 

WELLS: ho i• your lt\vo ·i~ R rrohi•ca candidate to oppoee the 

Preeideat? 

! • .. .; 
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If you 

TIIBVIC BSIDBNT1 ' t agree 'Wltb t . . . . You cught to get your 
bW paucd lnstead, of klll • • IC 1 

FC>sram oughtn' t to go .•drain • I am am: dw: ta ~ will baDDell 
tblB u , Now I wnt to mu lt cl I as • for hla 
you IU'e . 

I that. 

nm VICB PRS IDBNT: t ycu want my JlmJ:1,mf~lt now. . . . Jwould Ju.at 
ea Uded oot on all ·tlleee dtlnp,but lf 

at the lut rnlmttc I am uppoaed to at e ~ Judpent.I I tO do It nont•~Y 
ulor,aulamarotmd . 

100BBNSON: 

THB V1CB PRBSlOBNT: • • do lt loyally. Aud I tb.1nt be WW. 
by thls and I ·will be a 
burr. lf lt ta not kUled. • • I do 11 1! 

Wal tba I you 
SttOIU]"r 1 't tb1nk 

m lt 

nm VIC : I don' t . • • 
thl11 or.be% 
you that lt . 

to, lt. You 
you do lt, go • wUb the 

ou't • I • this la Republican• 
set1:U13 lC 

Woll, l w ,U.,t aa ,well, beca It lll Negro'• 
ttme to t lt u • 
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BETWENN MR. JOHNSON AND MR. TED SORENSON - 6-3-63 (fr. Sorenson) 

LBJ: ......... give to the President if he wants them, I don'tthink it's good to just 

get 'em at H, and you know just try to ----------(blurred)-------------------. 

Perhaps if Lindy in civil rights and see how a bunch of Democrats speaking 

constantly in the Senate and some in the House leaving the Democratic party with 

an image of anti-Negro. Now I don't think that ~necessarily needs to be. 

I think that we need to do our homework before we send a message - One - and 

we can't do than. unless we spend some time on the message - Two - I think that 

we need to exbhange viewpoints on what legislation we can get and get everything 

we can but to try to be sure that we can get what we asked for and be prepared to 

die if we don1t. Three - I think that the thing the Negro wants more than some 

little voting bill or some little school thing in the military installation or even 

public facilities is the feeling that the President and his Cabinet is on their side. 

And that they have a moral comm.ittment to treat them all as Americans and not 

just chopping awaJ' at the minor items. I think that we haven't done that veryy well, 

but I think that we can do it if we spend a little time. Sum.marized - I would say 

that a good deal needs to be done, before this thing comes up including getting 

committments from Mansfield, Smathers, and getting any ridiculous out of the bill 

that will kill it - like Eisenhower killed Title 3, by saying that he didn't know k 

what was in it. And I think that the time they point out a few things in these bills 

that you'll make it impossible for people like even Albert to support it or Boggs 

who are good men... ~ They've got to have more to do with being a part of 

it. I would hope that the President would make a appearnance somewhere in the 

South before he sends a reac ommendation - not to lecture them or treat them as 

they' re children, but too plan to Hatcher(?) on the platform of the President and 
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the Vice President and the Cabinet .. Maybe have Henry Gonzalez intoroduce him 

ih San Antonio when ge gais to California and let a Mexican Congressman point 

out that we 're all Am.ericans and show them what's in:.t his conscience, and this 

is a matter of conscience... If we lose the South either way, they'll have a lot morE 

respect for him, if the man himself says how he feels as an Am.erican, and they will 

by some message up here, and he '11 have a lot more support.. As it is, I'm afe:aid 

that that they think that we just after <Yotes -- and I don't think we are. It goes a lot 

further than that. Should we face up to this Negro proablem -- the answer is 

yes. K Should we we do it by legislation - t~ answer is yes. Should we do it 

along the general line - the answer is yes. And the timing -- I think the 

President should pick that time. The place -- and he ought to pick that, and he 

ought to do it after he's talked to the Republicans, and he ought to put them right 

in with him -- This is war. When we go to war, why we all close ranks. This 

is not a foreign war - tli9s is a domestic war. And it's ~ being fought out 

on the streets of Am.erica. Philadelphia and Birmingham - and he ought to say 

to Haleck and Dirksen and Eisenhower -- how aa.r are you ready to go on this? 

How many votes you got? What are you willing to do - these are Am.ericans, 

I think that he's ready to move, it oughtn't be from the head -- it ought to be all 

all the way with all of his team shifting the right side of the line and staying there 

until he gets across the goa. Now, I don't want to - some newspaper reporter cal­

ling me and saying that you'r against civil rights. I understood you said this 

morning in a certain meeting - now when I say that in those meetings, Ted, that• s 

what happens to me. k 

TS: Well, I. ..... 
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LBJ: The tax meeting, Charlie Bartlett called me immediately afterwardsand he didn't 

say that what it said, and they always do, so I don't want to go into~ i.t with 

a group . I'm ready for. ....... to be specific for whatever my judgment is worth. 

It may not be worth anything if the President wants to send a message in the morn­

ing - then count me in. I play on the team. -- I'll swallow, smile about it, won't 

find anything wrong with it, and support it with what little if any power , that I've 

got. But, if you want my general judgments, whatever time that he finds, if he'l 

let me know, I'll be there and give them to him, but I ought to explore it a little 

more than I have, --~ the only thing that I've seen about it k- the New York Times 

which I carefully follow, and I which I think preyty well explains it in advance -

Plus , this message which I read this morning in the 8:05 • Now the other 

day, I had never seen a bill, had never heard of a bill. -~ 

all I knew was that - and I dilllln't think I ought to be - being a non-lawyer -

sitting up there l3~ikllil~ l3lu-ia-J.&&d..- (end of side 1) 



2(side 2) 

..... the news was that the President would be - shouldn't k - sending something 

up like this without anymore standing, because he's already got a id:ihoecrilliteracy 

bill sitting up here , and not a damn thing has ti: been done on it, - you know and 

I know that it shoulcfve been passed last year. Ha-'-s-al-~,g-E>t-a,.-E::ivil-:Pight,s 

ei-U-a.nd-~Bing He's already got a civil rights bill and nothings been done on it 

- and you know and I know - ought1ve been passed. There's a rule change up here 

that we spent 6 weeks on, and nothing was done about. I don't think it ought've 

been done about, but anyway this time I think that whatever this man redommends 

ought to be the minimwn, and it ought to be the must. 

TS: Well, I think that we all agree to that. And I think that - if I may say so -

I think that we've tried to do our homework on this message and get to work on 

the bill .... 

LBJ: Good, good 

TS: And maybe if any parts 

LBJ: I'm not familiar with the bill.... 

TS: And any parts of the bill, I'd like to have them pointed out 

LBJ: Fine, well I haven't w.een it, and I don't know about the homework, but I 

leaned over to Kennedy this morning, I said, "Have you talked to any of 

the leaders about this in advance, - any Southerners,"and he said, "Yes," 

lie thought it had tllked over with Russell, now I don't know anything. Maybe 

this has all been done. You asked me for my reaction , and I gave them to you. 

xft It hadn't been with me. I don't know. Maybe they've talked with the Russells, 

and the Hills, and the others. , Zl!lX Maybe they see eye to eye. I don't think~ 

n/ ever 
you ca get tiDeri their agreement. I sure that you can get their respect and 

I think that you can get the respect of their states. I think that the Rockefellers 
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and the Javits. want to throw the South away and tear them apart. They tried 

to do that with us ever since we came in. They tried to do it before Los Angeles 

The meanest letter I got was from Barry Goldwater . - calling me a hippocrate 

because 
telling me/I would run with a fellow like Kennedy_ Now they1re gonna succeed 

in doing that the way we're doing it now, and they may succeed anyway. And I 

think that the time will be right upon us, that we'll have to take that gamble. 

think that we ought to prepart the way and put the Republicans in there with us 

because we've got to get 67 votes, and I don't believe.... 

TS: Yeah. 

LBJ.: And I don't believe we've done that. Has anybody talked to Dirksen and said 

what are your minimums - if your party really believes. in Civil Rights, how 

it 
much does/believe in them, and what dee are ;you ready to 1 do about it, and 

Javits got no votes, the President said this morning. Now we know where 
TS: Yeah. 
LBJ; he stands . But he's just foile, he's just a agent to go out there and stir all this 

stuff up, so that they can bust up his combination, and it's a winning one. Now 

I wouldn't be - I wouldn't let them get me in thattrick, now I I d move right in 

with them. 

TS: The important thing though, as you say, is that we've got:te-&end-,u.p-a-bi-lh- face 

up to the problem, and we've got send up a bill. 

v.LBJ: You've got to... 

TS: YouI ve got a pretty good bill, and I think it's a mini.mwnbill,and Ithink it's one 

that we can stand behing. 

LBJ: Well, I -- I haven't seen the bill - don't know. But I think we ought to go through 

it, and explore it, and see what we can do and what we can add to it. I don't know 

if anybody's given it a thought, but I 1ve always believed that the number one 

I 
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ingredient and necessity of any Civil R ights Bill ought to be a conciliation seravice 

just like the Labor Department has, and )lEE- if you had one in Atlanta, and they 

sent a man out to Jackson, instead of the Attorney General and the Assistant 

Attorney General, the Army going in, why maybe, they could pull these things 

together. Ted Keels suggested it to me in 157, and the Liberals thought it was 

soft(?), and that it wouldn't do any good, and the Eastland; thought it was FEPC, 

but I still believe that a professtional concilliation service - where you got real 

human beings running it - ought to be a part of the bill. 

TS: Yeah. Well, as a matter of fact, the bill that we sent up already, which will 

will be included in this bill, on the Civil Rights Commission would give it that 

LBJ: That's fine. I have seen nothing like that, and I don't know. But we had it in 

the oringinal bill - and-K&ciland we had to take it out, but Keel and Jerry Siegel 

and a number of people thought that would be - that would do n:nore to pull these 

things together, and I saw it in your co~ittee this morning, you know the 

Community Committee that you mentioned • and I thought it was approaching 

between • 
it, but it's a lot cfifferent in/having a preacher on a committee, and having 

a trained concilliator., who understand race just like you understand Labor. 

TS: Yeah. 

LBJ: The President points maybe 30 of themin an office in Atlanta, the mayor can 

call that office and have them in there, and he can go into towns w.i.ke Shreveport 

and Jackson. I just think that the President ought to Number One.: ought to move 

the Republicans in with him. Two -- he ought to move some Southern sentiment 

in here ahead of his message with him - on what's right - the Golden Rule. 

TS: Yeah. 

LBJ: UH, .. 
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TS: How are we going to do that? 

LBJ: I would say - seriously consider - an appearnace in w-hene-¥-e-r-in- wherever our 

space center is in Mississippi. - or New Orleans. But , of course, .... 

TS: But he was just down there.... 

LBJ: Yes, I understand that - but not on this matter, and I Etmc would - I would serious­

ly consider a reception in San Antonio. It's a pretty integrated town - you've got 

a Mexican congressman - it would really open their eyes-every television camera 

in the coungry - have this fellow introducing him, and have Andy Hatcher sitting 

up on the platform - a good many of them. Maybe New Mexico would do it, I don't 

know. A lot of Mexicans X> - 300,000 of them there. This is not a Negro problem -

it's a American problem. I think that he needs to do some of that beofre he Wash­

ington goes to handing down to them these things, hind I think the first meeting 

he has should probably be with the Negro leaders - Bobby or somebody - saying 

we're for ;you - the govermnent's £~-yell on your side. We give you a committeme: 

we're going to - this govermnent is for the Negro - and the Mexican and the Japa­

nese and everybody else, but you can be sure of that - Now were not gonna kill a 

tax bill by making it impossible for them to vote for it. Now we're gonna pass 

this bill and were gonna stay here until we pass another one - civil rights . But 

we're gonna get ihai.-ee this other stuff out of the way. Wait just one second , the 

myother phone is ringing. Hello ---------Now, if any of these things appeal to 

you or to the President, I'll try to write down the sleps that I would take or recom­

mend if you'll set me see the bills and take a little time and - may be that he feels 

its incwnbent that he do it before he leaves; if he does , then.... 

TS: I--taink--taa-;.-llm-to-,pu-t-4..t-of.f~-w,e.e,k.--l think that it's tough to put it off another 

week, I think. 



2-d 

LBJ: Sir? ~-ht~- Tough to? 

TS: T-h- Yes. 

LBJ: That's the decision that he has to make. If ;you want my judgment, my judgment 

is that I would put it off until he got some of this program through. 

TS: ~~ Without being ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 

LBJ; Yes sir. Yes sir. Yes sir, I don't see that he 1<!1 going to do much now - except 

hurt him by getting it up on- now. I sure wouldn't tough it, unless I had the 

leadership behind him. Unless they said ~~woul~~-i• we 1ll take it 

and we'll atay until we pass it. And.. 

TS: Well, I think that the leadership is behing it - the leadership that we had there 

this morning. 

LBJ: I don't think.Ito. I don1t1hink a. that they know what's in it, and b. when they 

know I don1t think theycan be with this situation as it is. And , 

TS: What is it you think we'd have to take out''?to get them behind it. 

LBJ I don't think you might have to take out anything . . You might be able to add things 

to it, but I just think that the climate - that they don't know, you see. and the 

d)untry - the South doesn't know. The President is gonna have to get some 

agitation for doing right for the South - which he can do. From the pulpits and 

from the people. I have a -- well, here is a sample to .see if I - I had just a 

note from cine of the best concilliators we hallle--Sam Bloom . He's a Jewish fellow 

from Dallas, Texas who handled the Dallas integration. I have been trying to get 
Bert Marshall 

in touch withBe:P•Plillll-Rassel,.l this morning. I'm not God's answer to integrati::m 

but I have cb.ad a lot of experience and have some ideas. I would like to make this 

recommendation - the Attorney General~- talked the other day - he understood the 

growing Birmingham attitude and understood the movement away from the more 
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conservative urban group and up to the more Martin Luther Kings and the Muslims 

What I would like to see them do is develop a task force mnmediately on the region­

al basis - start with the people from the press and spread to the public leaders, anc 

go into the towns where they're known, and try to let them know that the problem 

confronts all Americans. I would do this thirug with a integrated task force - the 

groundwork has to be laid, and I think that we have to line up the press first. 

think that he should f,p-pat about no children beinginvolved. They should go all 

out to see that the children take no part. What is happening is we adults t:nrn 

the work over to the children and let them do it while we go on to wnrk. I know 

what's been done in Birmringham. The only way to slow this thi113 cbwn is to get 

the children out of it, and if I were strong enough as if what would happen if 

children got involved, then I think that we would have a differelicpicture. Dread-

fu1 sin about this thlnt is that the child aaa~ Negro adult will not stop 

long enough to get involved . He is afradi of losing it. But they encourage the 

child to participate , and this must be stopped. The white man made this mistake 

earlier, and now the Negro is making it ,pus-i.agpushing the responsi1:ility off on the 

children. I think that we should do it - if pre1iminary work and education mn in 

the southern states on what rights June.d.-oanfHi1,r~eBii.4tiee-ter-.We11' Americans are 

entitled to.. We're all Americans after all, and we should be treated as Americans 

eating and sleeping and so forth. If we could get 10 or 15 very strong newspaper 

men and other experienced leadiers, I think that we could get the ball P~.,temrolling 

and at the same time, please ask the Attorney General to stand pat on keeping 

the childrB.Il out of it, and I want to .see him stand tall on this child thing. That's 

the best way to slow this tjrl.rg down, and I'll be there Tuesday for a meeting, if 

you want to talk to me, I'll do it. Now he's the man that worked aut the deal 

I 

https://childrB.Il
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_ the Dallas integratim. I don't know if he's sound or not. I want-eEl-wasn't in 

on it. That's his call to Walter Jenkins at 10: 0 0 a. m. this morning • Now li 

don't think - t hat we have dore that much .. I don't know where the space center 

is in Misssissippi . But I think that it would be very appropriate if the President 

went in there and invited the Senators and the Co,rg ressmen to go with him. IfHe 

~~~\ °if t&i/~i~~~ and maybe 3 minutes of 12 mimites , and said, "Now 

I don't want to come here without talking ab out constitutional rights, and we're 

all Arn.ericans. We got a Golden Rule - Do unto others as you would have 

them do to you. Now I'm leader of this country, and I- when I order men 

into battle, I order a man without regard to color that carry our flag in the 

foxhole. The Negro,can do that, the Mexican do it, and others can do it. We got 

to do the same thing when we drive down the highway in places to eat and I'm 

going to have to ask you all to do this thing , and I'm going to have to ask the 

Congress to say wwe'll all be treated without regard to race. I believe 

that he'd run some of the demagogues11ight-ell1;.-E>i-t.he right in the hole - this 

th thing - the halo around the President. Everybody wants to believe in the President 

and the commander •• n - chief , and I think that he'd make the Barnetts and the 

Wallaces look silly. They get people - church people-( blu~ - I think have to 

com come around to him. Not a majority of them, maybe, but a good many of them 

over the country. It would really unify the North, and he would belooking them 

straight in the face - not lecturing to them as a father, but as to what his res pons -

ibilitieswere as President. He sent these boys to Viet Nam and he didn't say 
say whites only 

pick out the whites and -tl'l.e-wkit,e,s-eBl:ty, and I'm telling you they'd be ;out there 

by the hundreds of thousands , and .... 

TS: Well, I think that's a good time- idea, and 

https://demagogues11ight-ell1;.-E>i-t.he


2-g 

LBJ: I'd do it at San Antonio . I'd let a Mexican Congressman - I'd just show them 

that there isn't anything terrible about this business. That here in the heart 

of the Southland, you've gxidlxx got a fellow whose mother born out of this country 

let him 
- and he's in Congress. I'd/introduce him with that white suit on - every 

television in Am.erica for maybe a 15 minute stop at a research - uh - at a 

space or medical center. Let him talk maybe 2 minutes on that, and maybe 

7 minutes on Am.erica. And I think that would seep in before this think, gets up 

here, and then a man is put in a position w almost where he's bigoted to be against 

the President. As it is now, the President's message doesn't get over - he gets 

it upe here, and every man - it's just like a manifesto - Ted, every person has 

to sign that manifesto or he's ostercized-in his own community , and he's de­

feated. Now the President has to go in there without oussing anybody or 

fussing with anybody with a bunch of congressmen sitting l!'!:~M-there listening 

to him and be the W-a- leader of the nation, and make a moral committment to 

them. And they can't insult him for doing it - not in the lecture form, but in~ 

r$~ 
a kind of informational form, and you see this fellow, ~•Wiiag, he says " I don't 

want to marry your daughter, I want to get you off my back." And that's what these 

Negroes want. They want that moral OOfflDlBO.comm.ittement, and that will do more 

to satisfy them then your bill will. I mean you got to have your bill too, but I 

think that were running the 1'Ul1l: risk of touching off about a 3 or 4 month debate 

that will kill his program and 4..Q.- inflame the country and wind up with a mouse. 

And I don't think that means that legislative approach ought to be abbandoned, but 

I think that it means that it's the subject proposals got to be weighed a little more 

carefully than I've been able to weigh them. Then reach a conclusion as to what 

all of us lining up on this play that's going around right in. And I don't think there', 
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any institution that can pick .......... (end of side 2) 



3 (beginning of side 3) 

the conscience of the a tion, and it would go over the world, I think. I wouldn't 

have him go down Wtioox: there and meet Wallace and get in a tussle with him. I'd 

pick my own time and my own place, and to hell with confronting those people, but 

I think that he ought to talk frankly and freely, rather understandingly and maybe 

fatherly, and he should state morally his position, he should do it without 

not as a 
equivocation wi.-te.el:l~~ag-a-eemon trying to punish a child, but I know these 

risks are great, and they might cost us. the South, but those states just may 

just enforces 
be lost anyway, and the difference is that if President i-s-s-uee court decrees, 

the South will feel ,tl\a'° its yeilded force, but if he goes out there and looks them 

in the eye and states the moral issue, and the Christian issue, and if he does 

it face to face, the Southerners will at least respect his courage. They fix feel 

that they're on the losing~ side of the nation's conscience now. I think the 

SoutherneP-a.nd-white and Negroes share \ill one point of view that is identical 

if not certain that the government is on the side of the Negro. The Whites think 

that we're jult plain politickl:g- to carry New York, and the Negroes feel that they're 

suspicious that we're just doing what we got to do, and 'til that's laid.to rest, I 
're going to 

don't think you/have much of a solution. I don't think that the Negroes goals are 

going to be acrueved through legislation, and a little think here on i:n:"9act areas 

a vote or something. I think that the Negroes leaders are aware of it, but what 

Negroes are really seeking are moral forcesto be sure that we're on their side. , 

all act like we're Arn.ericans. 
and make them ieei-?hat-w-e1re~~-on--taeML-s-iee,- Uml. they receive that assurance 

unless it's stated dramatically and convincingly, they're not going to pay much 

attention to ee:e&executive orders and legislative recommendations, and they're 

going to approach them with skepticism. So.... 

TS: No, I agree with that and I think that's very sound....... . 
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you've 
LBJ: And I think that weLve-got to have his bill; he's sitting over here, and we've got 

Now, I think he us 
six e~ls months and we haven't passed anything./ ~ought to make hi:m-pass 

some of this stuffbefore he throws this thing out. This is just what the Republican 
they 

party , if I was there manager this is hw what I would recommend .tb.eR:l-"1.o, and 

this is what they're cb ing. They're sitting back giggling . And here Javits 

gets Humphrey p11a;y pretty souped up on a few terlil:ie demonstrations, we get 

Ci'tl War going on in the South, and move Kennedy in, and they cut off the South fror. 

him, and blow up the bridge - that's what they want to do. If I were Kennedy, I 
them 

wouldn't let/call my signals; I'd :rpa..ss my programs, and make them stan&stand 

up and vote for it, and while I was doing that, I would go in x into the South a 

time or two myself, an.El while I was doing that, I would put the Republicans on 

the spot making them buy my program or if they want more, just let them -
he 

let Dirksen say how q much tkey wantJ;,and I would try to call in my Southern 

leaders that have got lockheeds over the country and others and 8ajf now, Here 
or in the courts 

we've got to do it either in the streets/ and they're doing it in the streets , and 

I can't sit idly by , and say , "What do you recommend, Senator? 11 • Let them 

chew on it a day or two, because this world wasn't made in a day, and I would 

be sure that I got a good solid program that I got the Republi:ans with me, if I 

can, and get my leaders with me, and then:i when I moved, I wouldn't be stopped. 

Now, he's already tried this literacy bill, this :a:lm:id:ia::shooting -from -the -hip 

bwmness, and hell, they messed around there 4 or 5 days, had a little profuncto 

vote, and that's hippocrati.cal and disgraceful. Didn't you think so? 

TS: Last year, you mean? 

LBJ: Yeah. 

TS: Well, I think that we could've done better. 
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LBJ: Sure we could, sure we could. And we better just see what we want to do, and 

be sure that everybody wants to do it, and then go ahead. I don't think.% we're 

at that stage now, and I told the Attorney General that, and I tell you that. Now 

if ;you are at that stage, I'll abundantly clear, I'm on the team, and you'll never 

hear a word out of me. 

TS: Well, I thinkii- its , uh, well, what it really comes down to is a question of 

timing, ... 

LBJ: And substance ..... 

TS: I think what you say isright, We're on agreement in substance . I think that this 

bill has been goJle over pre~ carefully, and I think that the changes made the 
~~)cJ~ 

other day were good changes, and uh, I thi~hat it's the minimum we can ask 

for, and the maximum we can stand behin~Tae !J.&cs t:I:cn a-

~ J: Well , I don't 
- - -

hat this thing is hot enoug~ .~ 

V
LBJ: I don't agree with tha't, I don't know though,-1\I haven't seen it, but I don't believe 

the legislators because I don•t think they know but I think you ought to give a 

~ 
good deal of thought to the concilliation serviceAinstead of the Attorney General 

or the District Attorney being the conciliator I'd have a trained man do it and 

Pd have him available to every community in this lan<?ust as the troops are 

I think there area good deal of things that you can do. You ought to get your 

tax bill passed instead of killed. This Kennedy program oughtn't to go down the 
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the drain and I'm afraid that1 s what1ll happen if you send this up here..... . 

Now I want to make it clear I'm as strong for his program as you are, my 

friend. 

TS: I know that. 
,,,... 

LBJ:~ u want my judgment, now, and I don't want to debate t hese things around 15 men 

and have 1em all go out and talk about the Vice President and how ... ._ how he 

is 'cause I haven't talked} o one Southerner about this and I haven't been able to 

talk to one Executive man about it except the Attorney General and you and Ken 

very briefly this morning; I haven't sat in on any of the conferences they have had 

up here with the Senators. I think it would have been good if I had. I don't care. 

I'd just as soon be included out on all these things but if at the last minute I'm 

supposed to give my judgments I'm goigg to do it honestly as long as I'm around 

him 

TS: Well 

LBJ: And I'm goi ~ to do it loyally. And, I think he will be cut to pieces by this and I 

think he will be a sacrificial lamb. I think his program will be hurt if it's not 

killed. I don't want to be extreme. We may be able to pass it, but I think he's 

entitled to more support than he's got to go in with or that he will get after he 

-Jr 
does and I think the Presidency can get/{or him. And I have spoked from 

Milwaukee to Chicago to New York to Los Angeles to Illinois last night and 

Gettysburg and Dallas and Johnson City, Texas and I think that I know one thing 

that is the negroes are tired of this patience stuff and tired of this peicemeal stuff 

and what they want more than anything else is not an Executive Order or Legislation 

-- they want a moral commitment that he's behind them. And, if he'd make it in 

Jackson, Mississippi it would be worth a hell of a lot more than it would be in 

Harlem. And uh, I don't think that it's impossible to pass a good, constructive bill 



we've got the votes to do and we can get them a whole lot better before the IrE ssage 

3d 

LB!: along the lines you've got. I think it's possible to pass probably a stronger one 

but I don't think it's been talked through, I don't think ...... the procedures, 

I've given a good deal of thought since you suggested it go to Interstate in the Senate 

I'd send it there and Judiciary in the House which is almost laughable but 

TS: I was laughing myself ~¥. 
LBJ: Yeah. So - - - - well, you, you are not.A.sadistic, are you? I thought you ... 

TS: Laughter 

LBJ: Well, anyway, uh I think we ought to have that planned out and we ought to know that 

• 
The moment that message hits, every cruel and evil influence 

in this country plus all the uninformed plus all the people that've got a wounded air 

and a persecution complex are going to be unified against the President and that 
uh - _A.-~.~ 

oughtn't to 1:e. He ought to make it almost --- :m:n1uoac. make a bigot out olli~-od~ 

that's against him. By high lofty ( eal ) Treat these people as .Aniericans. I said 

some of the things I said at Gettysburg from every train stop in the South and I 

looked 'XX 'em right in the eye and said 'em and every reporter from Doris 

Fleeson on was trying to watch me run from I em but we said I em and they 

respected us and they knocked Lady Birli:js hat off in Dallas but by God they voted 

for us. And if I can do it - and they called it corn pone and all that kinda Bl!iCk stuff 

but the President can sure do it. And when he does, the decent people and the 

preachers and --- they'll come and support him. I've been into N. Carolina 

this year at Jefferson and I've been into Florida. 

Negroes to come and I said I'm going to come and I'm going to talk about their 

Consitttinnal Rights and I want 'em on the platform with me and if you don't let 'em, 

I'm not coming. Period. By God they put 'em on both places --- right on the platform 

and right eating with us the first time George Smathers ever had dinner with 'em in 
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St. Augustine, but we had 1em. 

TS: Good. 

LBJ: I think the President could this in North Carolina or someplace. And I'd invite 

the Congressmen and Senators to 1:e on the platform. I wouldn't do like Roosevelt 

~ 
did~ Walter George and let him get up and say we will --- I accept your challenge. 

But I'd have him talk about the contributions that they had made and I'd say now 

. ~ 
we have a problem here. No nation can---- 100 years ago~ Lincoln-1119i 

-Douglas debate Lincoln said no nation can long endure half slave and free 

Now no world can endure half slave and half free and we're gonna -- we got to do 

something about it in our own conntry. And how would you like to be treated? 

Treat the other fellow the same way. And I don't y think you want these people to go 

on the unemployment rolls in Detroit and Los Angeles. I think they ought to be train­

ed here at home so they can earn a job like your children. And I'd have that 

Governor on the platform with me. John Connally in Texas -- in San Antonio 

and~ Henry Gonzalez introduce me and ----. I took the United Nations down 

there and they said they didn't believe this was the South because they saw 50 

high school bands with Negroes and Mexicans and whites all marching down the 

same street and they saw 500 thousand people li a football stadiom 

and they just saw 'em black, brown, white everything in San Antonio. I think 

television ought to see that and I think that's the place for him to make a 

Gettysburg r.s/ speech. That's just a part of space medicine thing or as a part 

of space in Mississippi or as a part of space in New Orleans and then I'll tell you it will 

be a lot easier for Hale Boggs. A.nd anyway Hale will already have voted for his 

tax bill. He'll have that behind him. Now su.m.marizing it everything, I'd say the 

legislation ought to be screened much more carefully. Ought to be added to and 

taken from. I don't know. I haven't XlllCdx seen it, but that would be my guess. 
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LBJ! And=... can be done ----i've never seen one that can't be and I think it would be a 

better product a month from now than it i s now. Second I think he ought 

to talk to Negro Leaders and give 'em that moral commitment --- right from the 

kaxxx. horse's mouth. That he's going to help get 1em off their back. Three, I 

think he ought to talk to the Republican leaders from Eisenhower on down, 

particularly the legislative leaders. Four, I think he ought to get his own team and 

line fj: 1em up. Chairmen of Committees --- he's got Huxnphrey --- what the 

hell's Huxnphrey? He's a wonderful man. But we know he's like Bob Taylor's goat 

---- he's done voted. You've got to get some other folks in this thing to get that 

cloture. You've got to get a good many of your westerners. You've got to sit down 

with 'em and help have a reason. Let their people go to writing to 'em from 

Wyoming - from Montana from Idaho and some of these other places. Fourth, I 

think he ought to look 'em in the eye and say this in the south. Not wrestling with 

Wallace but a place of his choosing an1 time of his choosing "B t where the image 

of his choosing and leave it. I think that will pulverize a good many of them. I honestly 

believe the Negroes will appreciate his appearing in New Orleans, La and Jackson 

Mississippi and saying what I Know is in his heart than they'll appreciate all these 

damn things if you passed 'em tomorrow which I don't think you'll ever pass as it is, 

TS: Well, that's a good point.... ..l'J.2.(l ,

1:5- ..""'-CJ 
LBJ: Did I make the point? That you haven't done your homework on public sentiment 

on legislative leaderB on the opposition party or on the legislation itself. I think it 

can be more constructive and I think it can be better without any reflection on 

anyone. I don't know who drafted it. I've never seen it. Hell, if the Vice President 

don't know what's in it how do you expect the others to know what's in it? And I 

got it from the New York trimes and from that message of yours this morning. 

I've never seen anything else, but that's the way Eisenhower took Part III 



and Russell just:DIDl'.llmlk ran him off the ---- out of the White House uh 3g 

balcony cause he said I never heard of it - - didn't know that waa in there, 

they just slipped it in on me and my guess is that they'll be picking at this thing and 

that they'll have seven things and I'd let 'em pick at it before I sent it up. And I'd 

find the answers to it. Do you follow me? 

TS: I do. 

LBJ: 

TS: 

@E I would have Dick Russell sit down with Lyndon Johnson~ not a lawyer,

"" 
with a lawyer. Bobby;s been negotiating with him I'd just say now I got 

and let him advance every argtunent he can and be sure you got the answers 

and then go an and send the bill if you want to. But I would make them show 

but 

..... 

their every card they got and ---- you know they forced me -- this Javits group 

forced me to give a commitment to take up civil rights in 1 60. You remember that? 

Before the Convention? 

Yeah. 

LBJ: That's the worst mistake we ever made. Because it killed all the other program. 

We couldn't get medical care. We couldn't get wage and hour. We couldn't get 

anything else. Because we divided our forces, split 1em to pieces and we passed a 

civil rights bill but we killed everything else that we had and we were prostrate 

when we came back here...... Kennedy and Johnson. Now I'd pass the program 

and let Mr. Javits go straight to hell. He's not going to win this election between 

~ . • 'I- h~~, 
now and july first or september first and when I got my bills passed;'d be ready 

and I'd have a plan and I'd have a program and I'd have the power behind JDDC. it 

and every cabinet officer would know what's in it and be for it. And every 

northerner including the republicans would have to be for it. And I \\0 uld have 

already pulverized the south pretty well myself. They can't attack this President 
but 
zml I'll tell you when he sent this message they're going to come running out 

there and Howard Smith's going to be in the lead in one place and Dick Russel 
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in the other place and they're going to sit quietly in these appropriations committees 

and they're going to cut his uh outfit off and put in their pocket and never mention 

civil rights. So, uh, huh, I'd move my children on through the line and get them 

down in the storm cellar and get it locked and key and then I'd make my attack. 

And I'd tell the Negroes what I'm going. Maybe I'm wrong. You asked for it 

and I could go into a good deal and I think that I have the :i6ec feeling the Negro 

has in this country. I've been talking to a good many of them. B obby came in the 

other day to our Equal mployment Committee and I was humiliated. He took on 
e 

Hobart and said about Birmingham. Said the Federal employees weren't employing 

them down there and he just gave 'em hell and said we got 26 jobs for 'em. Well, 

obviously the President and the Attorney General can get 26 or 2600 if they'd tell 

'em to put 'em on. But the only way we can tell 'em is to take the Civil Service 

Register and the Presidential appointees and we can't make 'em do anything although 

we had urged~~ them in a letter in March --- please, this meant business, 

The President insisted it be done. Well, we did it, but I don't believe. I believe 

those 26 will cost us in the long run. I think we got to say to those southerners that 

if you don't want to send these people to Detroit and Los Angeles to go on the relief 

rolls that you want I e to work and to earn their own living and stand on their own 

feet. So, we are gonna give I em jobs and we are going to do it iax i n the labor union 

and we are going to do it in the Federal Government. And then I think they will. , ' 
But the point - - - the President,ican do it. When we got through the Committee 

came around to me and said " Well , it looks like there's a great division in the 

Administration and why don't you do this in every city like they're doing in 

Birmingham and I said I can't very well ask the Civil Service to do somthing 

that the law has already provided they'll do the right and I can't say the 

Ptp esident' s men ar·e not doing it. Now the President can but if they want that done 

I'll sure loye to do it in every city. Montgomery right on down. Now we've called 



every large employer in 25 large cities and we"ve aaia to tnem, p.LeatSe 

go out privately and hire your maximum nurnbeer of Negores. But, you know what 

happened in Birmingham. 1400 took the exam --- 80 passed it and only 40 -40 

of ':xix •em want to come to Washington and we did it right here at Howard. 150 

were screened and 8 were qualified and only 2 we could finally get on the job. 

The same thing in Chicago. 3»KX 350 examined and the trouble is our school 

system has been unfair to them all these years and they are not qualified -- most 

of these places. We've got training programs going on like Los Angeles's got a 

hundred graduated last week. I went out there and spoke to them.J I can't get into 

the paper. Had every aerospace manufacturer in California present with l 00 

graduates and the semi-skilled people that OO•l!l•k: all got jobs when they come out 

of this technical school that they graduated from. Dan Kimball, President of 

Lockheed, President of Northrup, President of North Ainerican --- every one 

of 'em. Now that's what's got to be done all over this country and I went --- spent 

10 days getting up a letter and urged the Secretary of Labor to send it out a month 

ago to every labor union saying we are going to get a report from you and see if you 

are complying with what you said. He sent all this stuff out and the labor unnons arE 

not. We're going to have to bring some suits. The Attorney General's got the 

power under that Executive Order to do it but I think the President ought to tell 

1em before he does and say to the south that here you've got 35% of the people of 

Birmingham are Negores but you haven't got one in a single union in Birmingham. 

So I hope they will take amx them in but if they don't we are going to have to ask 

that the Attorney General go into court and go to the National Labor Relations 

Board. Now, do you know who wrote that provision in the Executive Order on 

aithorizing the Attorney General to go In? Dick Russell. And I think you ----

they want these to people to work. And, you know who helped on Lockheed? 

Mr. Russell. It's got the best employer record in the country 'cause by God he 

kn w 
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knew the President wasn't going to give him that contract if he didn't emply 

Negroes. That's the loudest language a President can speak. Do you follow me? 

TS: I sure do. 

LBJ: I think it would be good fo.r him to appear at Lockheed. He's looking at all these 

White Sands things right in the middle of Georgia and not say Bomething they say 

I accept your challenge but say I appreciate what you've done here. You've been 

a beacon light for the nation but you people that don't believe in Etrdc. starving 

your fellow man - - you think a man who wants to work ought to have a chance to 

do it so see that these unions let 'em in --- see that these employers let I m work 

antil'll tell you that these Negroes will be whispering to each other that he walked 

right in there and he stood right up to eooan.dc 'em and he told them the facts and 

I think the South --- I don't know much about it but I think they'll respect him 

because here's a manwith a conscience, They think that they don't believe in 

anything that the Pope believes in - - - you know that but they believe this man 

is a sinc:e:rE man and he's a catholic beea use he believes that's what ought to be 

and when you tell 'em about the Joe Kennedy and that Baptist boy from Fort Worth 

going down on the same plane they'd knock a damn bigot down that questions his 

religion and they'll do the same thing here but you've got to put it to them and we 

haven't. And you've got to do it in Georgia and Mississippi and Texas and I've 

got as much problem here as any human being and they'll probably boo me off the 

platform but I'll be right there with him, I'll be saying a--myself if he wants~ to 

but I just don't think---- I think he ---- the only person that's hurt by this is the 

President and the Democratic Par~if he does this now, He's played right into the 
~ 

Republican~ hands one exactly what they wanted him to do. I got a memo from 

the head of the civil rights conuni~ alked to a friend of mine. e wrote me 

4 or 5 months ago and he said this thing is going to boil and we are going to have in 

the stree113 --- and here's what Mr. Rockefeller is going to do -------

https://eooan.dc


LBJ I got a memo from - uh, the head of the Civil Rights iommis sion, he talked to 

a friend of mine, he wrote me 4 or 5 months ago, and he said til&t: liri.s thing 

is going to boil, and have in the streets, and here's what Mr. Rockefeller 

. IN!M> 
is going to do. I told the President at that time that Rockefeller • going 

to try to out•Negro our administrationjust like he out-niggered~ Airvellil 

~ 
Harriman , and he's gonna lay it onto us, and)_ try to make him take a position 

between the Negro in the south. And we couldn't get irf hat position. And I 

think that they gonna make us do it~ 1 We ought to do it our way, instead of
1'=>: ·'{\ 

their way. oh, uh, -------- and it wasn't what you say. 'Fh.rt._~ _ ..._, 

TS: That's sure..... . 

LBJ: Suppose you sent it yesterday? Hell, you've sent - you've got two bills up here 

and where are they? I don't know where Smathers is and I don't know where 

Mansfield is, but I'd find out where they are and I'd .see what I'd do about those 

and , uh, if you ask me,-Should we ~ have legislation:. th is yes, 

c.u,~~.._the eiacstr0:1s=-, • should we havefegislation that is substantially of this 

idx typer-the answer~ is yes. Can Sl:k it be improved on?'1h.e answer is yes. 

Sould we, uh, what w e .should we do before we send it? I'd say, Republicans 

~ one, pililic sentiment, two, and the South, three~; legislators, four, 

individually ,! N~ieo leaders, five, and , uh, then when I got ready to swing 

I would go in ~ e kill, and I would not let anybody deter me or persuade me. 

And I slept on this couch that I am loo~g at for 37 nights, but I produced 

'V ~ 
quorums at 2:00 and 4 o'clock, and that's what you go prepared to do, and you 

may as well kim:wx notify t ~ ,Dsthat ryou're gonna have some unpopularity 

because they cussed me all ffi'girt., but 1?,at's what you're goona have to do, 

because this crowd, they're experts a this thing, and we're not prepared 
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for I em. We got a little popgun and I want to pull out the cannon, and the 

President's cannon, and you let him be on all the TV networks, speaking from 

o£ 
his conscience, notAlh. a rally in Harlem, but at a place in Mississippi or Texas 

d'-
or Louisiana,~ t,,l' just have a few boa:xxt,«xk. honor guard there with a few 

NegrJ1n it, and let him reach over there and point , and sa/I have/4:o order 

these boys into battle in the foxholes, carrying that i flag, and I don't ask 

them what their name is , whether it's Gomez or Smith, or what color what 

they got, -::,r what religion. and if I can order them into battle, I gotta make 

it possible for 'em to eat and sleep in this country.
I/ 

Then, how does everybody, 

he goos home and asks his wife what's wrong with this, and they go searching 

their con~ ce - every preacher starts preachi~ , and we ought to 

recognize ~' and put that busy. Why? Becaru. se ~l©C Serves spoke 

·~ ). l'\J2.--' 
~ my meeting the other day ------- not clear , and what all t ~ wan1K 

to do , and I said wekl, I'll just put you on the country circuit right now, and you 

head south, flut you saw what the Episcopalians did, I co~ him for it, 

but the President ought to get all of his troops when he 1s - and 

put avery Republican in there with him, and put every preache,/in there with 

him, every decent Southerner in there with him. Now, if he acts this way, 

my judgement is these leaders is that these leaders won't be against him. 

Because 1hey will be so pois.oned , and , uh, the newspapers, the only newspaper 

will be there, the Jackson paper , and the Dallas News, all of em, and they'll 

just hear one side of it, and they'll say about how Bobby, and Lyndon Johnson 

were traitor,, and what± all they've done, and the poor President is just being 

misled. They look at him on television speaking down there, right from the 

shoulder, and they'll examine their conscienc~that night, and he got plenty of 
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time to propose; he can propose right up to September. You ain't gonna 

even get started discussing it 'tn Septetniber anyway. You got your pass 

your tax bill, and you got to pass some of your other bills, and uh, September 

~ 
is just about the time, becau,e they'll all want to be going home, and you won't 

have to save so many ni ht sessions before you get closure. So, the only big 
' ' '? 

problem is saying to the Bollins, and the Kinss, and to the rest of them, we.,_. 
give you committment, the government is behind you; you're not gonna 

have to do it in the streets, you can do it in the court houses and in the Congress; 
' 

now let• s get ready for that, and~ the same energy go in and talAhe people 

and letting their congress:-you, you, got some of"C legislatures in session 

and you may have to- have this ::iECmX same situation in Floridf'nd Louisiana 

and you may have as.veep all over the llDlri country, this message right now; 

but if he pulverizes right away, he-illay-ba-vewhy, he'll have as many voters 

on his side, as ,he.ls-g-these little legislatures got on their side., if he tells 

them the truth. Cause he's right, Te,~t , uh, but do you think that we've 

exploited that personality and that office and that man, and uh, bled him for 

everything' s he's got1to give this leadership movementf I don1t think that we've 

~ -
done ft/ any of it. They'll do a lot more of it, and they'll be doing a lot more of 

~ 
it all sununer, I'm not sure that you have to wait and send up the bill afterwards. 

LBJ: I don't think that you have to wait, you have to do this other, and as soon as you 

do it, go ahead with the other, but I don't agree with you that it's been done, 

think that this is Republican time setting it up. 

TS: Well, it's just as well cause it1 s the Negroes time to set it upe 

LBJ: Well, I'd talk to the Negroes. I think that what the Negroes unless I misjudge 

them, ;clhey1ve heard about these voting rights, and they've heard about these 

public facil:ibies, and they've heard about taking down the white signs on buses, 

I 
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~ 
a.i¥l they know '1 asn't happened and ~ not going to happen, and 

they know that it's kot going to be done in 3 or 4 months, but they want 

to know if theff>resident is really hard on their side. And I believe that 

they believe he is. '1Hey believe the Attorney General is, but I think that 

they believe I am, but I just want to convimce them and be sure that they 

believe it, and then I would get some supporters -- this way I think that 

you run it off. You might want to talk to Mansfield; I've never mentioned 

it to him, ans see what he thinks, I was informed that his plan was to 

take b:aek the House bill, discuss it for one, -uh, take the House bell committ 

it to judiciary instructions, and bring it back within a month, Now, I haven't 

explored that, but I rather believe , just my hnnches, that that would be the 

best way to get it back. 

TS: Yeah, I think so. 

LBJ: Uh, you take it up direct, you , you, lose somevotes because it hasn't been 

considered... 

TS: No, no, I agree...... . 

LBJ: You get it to a committee without instructions, you can't get it back... 

TS: Yeah..... 

LBJ: So, it's got to do that, and I wouldn't consider any other committee, I'd just... 

TS: Yeah, I agree with that... 

LBJ: Although, if I could 1:!eport it out of House interstate, I would do it, but I've 

looked at that, and I don't believe you can. But, I would-------( side 5) 
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cont. 
LBJ: .... right to do that, and I wouldn't consider any other committee, I'd just.. 

TS: Yeah, I;gree with that.. 

LBJ: Althougb,t, if I could report it out of House Interstate, I'd Do it. I've look­

ed at that, and I don't believe you can. But, I would sure get the Repub­

licans in on this thing --- I wouldn't say that we were in on the landing, 

but we're not in on the takeoff. And this is not warfair, I don't know what 

is. They've arrested I, 'em by the thousands, and killed 'em by the dozens, 

and we're sure ;interested - Carl Albert said down there this morning 

we can't fascinate these ? , and I said, what makes you--------
think you can't? Just, just to uh, just to get the proof. Halleck told me 

under no circwnstances would he vote for it. I'd let him I- what these 

Republicans want to do about it, this thing. Cause, or you get your message 

off tomorrow, my friend, uh - probably every Dirksen and Dick Russell 

~(,A/
will be sitting around there Sunday with 1l mint julep and. a understanding 

that they're xbo gonna doa good deal more than you've asked, and , uh -

he ha;n•t been consulted , and he got a right to offer more than you ask, 

and that'll be defeated, and then he won't go along - he'll go along then 

with Russell, and he's made a book against you. Now I'd make a book ·~ with him instead of tffll!k making it with him. __________? 

and all the - every moral force in this country loose on him. 

TS: ? 

LBJ: I want to talk to the President about this and about super-sonic bombers 

and - You want to take one :iDiminute on that? They are f'ii 13 goverrunent 

agencies; there's the same amount of jealousy and envy involved in that 
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question as Roosevelt had with ? and Hopkins.? I've aever seen it 

in this goverrunent - up to this point - it's there now. Uh, we finally got 

1 em all to agree that we would recommend to the President that we start 

on the program ---- We ask the Congress for ahundred million dollars, 

for design competition immediatelly, and we when it came in, we 

whether we want it two or 3 , and whether we should go on 

or not. We all think we should, the people who really know we should 

are Dillon, and Harriman, and Halaby, and , uh, I think that , uh, Labor 

doens't care - the peoplewho - uh - question it are , uh, Commerce, Barton 

thinks it oughta be in Commerce, McNamara is just, uh, against it, he has 

no need for it, and I think, pretty generally, he's against super-sonic 

stuff. He, uh, UH, just has no need for it, and I think just pretty generally 

against it. Last August, he wanted to study it, and he got a report from 

Stanford, and still wants to study it, and after a year it was studied much 

more, and the Brit:i:th and the French will have theirs, and Tripp is signing 

up this afternoon for 6 of them anyway. Uh, juh, I got McNamara to go 

along , and got budget to go along , with the understanding that they were 

there, 

for se l'R8Pe design competition, so I appointed him unto a committee, and 

he's meeting with 'em Next day or two. My judgment is that, uh, the British 

had the leadership of the world because they dominated the seafor centuries. 

We've had the leadel'Ship of the world cause we took the air away from Hitler 

andhad it ever since we took it away from him. And, my judgment is that 

we ought to keep the leadership of aiiation, and the only way to keep it is to 
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not sit on your fanny, and let the British and the French build 02. 2 and let 

us do nothing. 

TS: Yeah, 

LBJ: And, uh, ... 

TS: I'd like to see a copy of your report. 

LBJ:q Allright, it's in the President's hands; it's a two-page letter. And, uh, 

I think that he ought to a~-Opeii- adopt it, and then he ought to send Halaby 

up here, and let Halaby testify to the Congress, maybe on the same kind 

of message you sent on space. This is a far-reaching decision; if it 

were up to me alone, I would submit you to the facts - You oughtn't under­

take it , unless you plan to do it. And if you do decide to do it, I hope you'll 

not look back. Kind of the same message you did nn space - A n:,illion 

~~ 
dollars - they'll ridicule it, they'll laugh at it, but , uh, just~they . 00 

the space thing, But my friend, if he didn't do it, he'd be in worse shape, 

so, Dillon is strong for it, and Harriman is strong for it, Budget, and 

McNamara are weak, although, they agreed to go along with this letter, 

and I think that the President ought to act on this letter pretty soon. And 

He, he got to name one manto be the czar, he 1 in the FAA; they there's a 

pretty good man named Baines, that I saw in these conferences; but I 

nvver heard of him, never knew his given name; he wrote the FAA report; 

he got brains and guts, and vision, I think. He might be the man, I don't 

know. But whoever the President wants, ought to be selected tomorrow. 

And say now, you go and present this thing. And, I think it's pretty 

important cause the pl:ai»-peeplea-1'-&fr plain people are buying em now. 

They came down and showed x Dillon their contract. They've already signed 
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with the British and teh French to buy 6. And they'll be doing more, unless 

we ::Et.sp show we got a program. That man ought to be named, and the first 

thing. that he ought to do is get ready for his testimony on the House bill 

and go over there playing the lions, and say, 11 Here, here's what we're 

°' 1J."Igoing to do, and we want you tolJ)ut up some of the money. Now_______ 

the same way,; he ought to be an able and tough negotiaiir , and I uon1t 

want the Prewident to ask me who to recommend - I don't have anybody 

to :tecommend - don't know. Maybe Baines is the man; I'd look into it aw-

fully carefully if I were in the President's place, but I sure urge a prompt 

decision; just 1dx like I did the Space in January and April. I, we, uh, 

we're gonna g have a stcr m on it, but I think that you'd be proud - 25 years 

from now. 

TS: I bet I would. 

I'll pass that on - the supersonic 

LBJ: Allright 

TS: I'd like to have a look at x it myself. 

LB.J: Allright, and, uh, they scheduled a fifteen minute appointment for me today 
()., 

at eleven, and then as we suggested twelve, l!m not ,a,kaslci.ng (\a.tall. But, 

the President asked me this morning, "Do you have any suggestions", and 

I've had some experiences - I don't want to spend this week telling these 

newspapedr/reporters - why I disagree, and I never do, so whenever he 

wants them, I'm available. 

TS: Well, I'll pass all this on to him, you can be sure. 

LBJ: Thank you, Ted. 

TS: Thank you, very much, Mr. Vice President. 

LBJ: By . 
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