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Dear Virginia: 

I don't believe that any man is "in the running" 
unless his feet are moving toward the White 
House. My feet are not moving in that direction 
and they are not going to do so. 

But I certainly do appreciate your belief that 
I have the qualities you ascribe to me. I hope 
that this can be a world in which differences 
are settled by negotiation and diplomacy rather 
than bombs and bullets. And I think that our 
salvation lies in reason rather than in hot tem­
pers. 

In this world of bickering and strife it is very 
pleasant to have good friends like you and 
Aubrey who understand the things I am try­
ing to do. 

Lady Bird joins me in warm regards . 

Mm Clifford J. Durr 
. 17 Molton Street Building 
Montgomery 4, Alabama 

I ~ANSf'l:iR,, S:LJ Ye HANl9WR1TlN0 l"IL.S: 



~ .,._,--··:'{·':_.:. _,#._·---~~:.-~u;w~-~ 
. • ...... -~ ..- ' • ' -.:... • ~ • -;.,, n..·· ;T, .. ,.,.- ...~~ 

• .,r",~ ·: ::; .. ,. ,1·..., - • •.1.,.;, _,":f!. :i!f•t~I ... . .. ,. .\:•~ ,....... •"!;~~:-..-.;.•.\j LYN00N ■. JOHN80N - ~-:;~~,.;.~: .. ~- ~~-=-;~~.t-i:/!:~·---. .r~~·:=·1'~~ .. : 1 TIIIIM~ ·: .:}:" ~l:-·-~\-,.•....t"".··""~-~--!::.t..:;,,..;.~~,1-:-:. .r.-·, .....'I .. -I. ... ,,~ • '.. , , -,._~ ... 

', --. ~--.. ' -.-= ,.'f·.~~-~·~-~"C. _:;~.;, ;.·· 

- • ' 
.. 

. :,. 

,..... 

"'.J•-:··_....,;,,. : __,,-~: ••....••... _:M_ •,• ~: • 

-,-; .' ~.: .. ·, 

• "\ •( ,r_ • "" 

- .• 

·'· 

... l" 

I 

···i 

~~~mate 
G>ffittof tqe !)emoaatic '1emr 

-~~-Gr.. 
February 6, 1960 

Dear Virginia: 

Thanks ever so much for your letter. I 
agree with you that people can be appealed to 
on the basis of positive programs -- overcoming 
poverty, opening up new opportunity, and 
making the American system of freedom work. 

Lady Bird joins me in very warm regards. 

Mrs. Virginia Durr 
17 Molton Street Building 
Montgomery 4, Alabama 
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March 16, 1960 

Dear Virginia: 

...... Busy, yes, but never too busy to read a letter 
from you. Visiting with you and Mrs. White 
was really my pleasure and I am glad she was 
able to come up with you. 

Thanks for the editorial. I appreciate your 
thoughtfulness -- and the confidence you have 
expressed in me. I want to do everything I 
can to be worthy of your friendship. 

With best wishes . 

•••. . .. · 
• ' 

Mrs. Clifford J. Durr 
17 Molton Street Building 
Montgomery 4, Alabama 
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~aeqinston, ~ Gt. 
June 27, 1960 

Dear Virginia: 

Thanks for sending me the paper. I'll file and keep it 
handy in case. 

It is certainly good to know how much you understand and 
sympathize with the things I am trying to do, and Lady 
Bird joins me in affectionate regards. 

Mrs. Clifford J. Durr 
17 Molten Street Building 
Montgomery 4, Alabama 
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J•..1ne 29, 1960 

I:'ear Virginia: 

11any thanks for your letter. It was gooc to hear 
from you. 

I am sorry you couldn 1t fight your way throllgh 
the Te:--a s ladies to say hello, but I realize they 
w-:ere hovering pretty close. 

I was very interested in your comments about 
your trip to New York, I arr:. sure you know I 
appr,eciate your continuing ::iupport; it really 
means a lot to me. I arr: deeply grateful for any­
t ning you cio on my behalf. 

.. . . I know you will keep in touch with me . 

,Hth best regards, I arr: 

.. 
Sincerely, 

Mrs. Virginia Durr 
17 iv:olton 3treet Building 
1-iontgom:ery 4, Alabarr:a 
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Mrs. Virginia Durr 
17 Molton Street Building 
Montgomery 4, Alabama 

. I 



• 

c»lr•.£,,Jo,. {13,fJo1rucm 

. .. =--. 49~, - sotkB'lac.,01.CW. 
..,., ' .. :-....-~-..... ' ....; ,...~ -....·. "• 

00cu1ingfoft 8, (/). @.t:\};r;J:ifi)t{\:
- August 27,1960 

Dear Cliff and Virginias 

Hownice to hear troa you 

.,·.. 

. .- across the span or 7earal We still keep·.. 
in touch W1th Aubrq Williams and I hope 

eo 11UchI'll get to••• 7ou if I ever get 

•• • I •· 

- • I 

to Alabamaagain1 

. ;. Affectionately- :tQL<• Pt 
... r---

,,...... . ... 
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Mr.andMrs.Clifford J. Dirr 
17 Molton Street Building 
Montgo•ry 4, Alabama 
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September 28,1960 

Dear Virginia: 

How I did enjoy hearing from you -­

even though what you say about Alabama does sound 

foreboding. Lyndon and I will be coming through 

there October 13 on a whistle-stop tour that 

hope will include as many places as humanly 

possible from one end of the state to the other. 

We don't have the schedule as yet but 

I am sure the papers will carry it, and I do yearn 

to look ·out and see your face and Cliff's in the 

crowd at whatever place you can be in, and at 

least clasp your hands • 

Obviously, this isn't the thorough 

coverage I would like, but with fifty states and 

few days this is the bs~t we can do. 

With love and hope that we can get 

together at some quieter time, 

c5la&1~1, ~ 
Mrs. Clifford J. Durr J 
17 Molton Street Building ' 
Montgomery 4, Alabama 
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~ulJinston, ~.Gt. 

October 6, 1960 

Dear Virginia: 

Thanks for writing me and telling me 
so frankly the "lay of the land" as you see it in 
Alabama. Your personal appraisal and that Bob 
Duke piece you sent along are helpful in sizing 
up our strengths and weaknesses. 

I sure hope things work out so we can get 
together when I am down your way. You know, of 
course, that as far as scheduling is concerned, I 
have to leave those arrangements to others. But 
I will be looking out for you and lisening for that 
"hollering. " 

I'm so proud of Bird and I know you are . 

Mrs. Clifford J. Durr 
17 Molton Street Building 
Montgomery 4, Alabama 

TRANSFERRED TO HAN0WR1T1NG l'"ILE 
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November 2, 1960 

Dear Virginia: 

Thank you ror your letters 
that come from time to time, and 
the clippings I see from Alabama 
that I know you send. Hopping and 
sklpping across the country as we 
do, I don't have too much chance to 
write but I do enjoy reading all the 
correspondence that I rind at the 
ranch or the Washington house when 
we atop for a weekend. 

The turning point in the cam­
paign seemed to me to be first apparent 
as we started on the whistle-atop and 
bemame increasingly more pronounced each 
day. Ever since, wherever we go around 
the United States we are sensing a Demo­
cratic victory • 

Lyndon joinB me in sending best 
wishes to you and Clirr. 

Fapdly, .{ , £} ••11 

'l~,~ 

Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson 

Mrs. Clifford J. Durr 
17 Molton Street Building
Montgomery 4, Alabama 
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Dear Cliff and Virginia:·. 
I, • ••• • •••• _· ... ·.:. 

,. • •• •: • f • • • • 

• •.: - 'r •. • - Thank you very much for your thoughtfulness 
. - ... "'· -

in writing to me. I appreciate your messages 
and I hope that I can always conduct myself 
1n such a way as to justify your words. 

Warm regards. 
- . ., -

Sincerely, 

J.Hon. and Mrs. Clifford 
17 Molton St. Bldg. 
Montgomery 4, Alabama 
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Gnrs . .i2yndon [B_ [Johnson 

492 t - 30th B>/ace,O'l.Q!J. 
CWa3hinglon 8, (]). @. 

ApAi-1. 8, 1961 

fJe.aJl.V.ur.g.i.ni.a: 

J wa.d "'h.oche.d-- anrl gA-1.e.ve.d -- .to h.e.a1t. 
a6out .the edii.oJU.al. on l>k.9«,di.ce 81.ach i.n 
.the. Advell.lLde4. No maileA. h.0111 .ihi.ch a .dki..n 
one. in pu6li.c l.i.fe. gAOUJ,d,~ of .i.hu 
ki..nd aa. deep. 

Th.e.Senai.e. Ladi..eA Red (i,.OM 9"'-oup luu 
.<Jch.e.dul.e.d.ih.e. a.nnu.al. 1.u.nch.eonfo.ll .ih.e. 
P.lleAi..de.n.:l"" 111i..fe.on ApAi.1. 25,ilt. So !} am 
9-oi..n.g,.io 6e. 6UAf1-heA.e. on .ih.e.JD.ff of .ih.e. 
TUAke.g.e.e. Roo.de.velt.!}n,,di.;lu;le. di..nneA. fo.ll ~. 
LJINlon and J do h.ope. .io 6e. at a di..nneA..ui 

heA. h.ono.ll on /!JD.ff30.ih., !} 6el.i.e.ve. .it u i..n 
Ne.111YoA.k. 

Love. fllDm all. of t.U. 

.. 
. .. 

TRANSFERR~o • . . • • • 
. . . TO HANBWRITIN6 l"IL.S 

....................... _.•!''II 
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MRS. LYNDON BAINES JOHNSON 

~ pu·?'-06a64 know 6,- now, L,-ndon .u 
una61.e i.o be .i.n Bi.Nni..ng},.am fo.1t..t.Aef)effelLdon­
f)ack,,,don IJav-/J.i.nne.1t. on .t.Ae 1uh. of l11a,-. No one 
.deeJM i.o know ex11.ctL1h.0111UJ0.1t.d9-oi. ou.i .t.Aai. h.e 
u,oul.d be .t.Ae.1t.e,6ec.o.J,Ue/2.Ld.dchedu.l.e u .duch .t.Aai. 

h.e ju.d coul.d no.i.. make .t.Aeb.i.p. J 1m ~appo.i.ni.ed, 
6ec.o.J,UeJ UJOul.d.do l.ove a n.i.ce l.on9-, un.i.ni.eNWp.ted 
ch.al. 111.i.i.h.v-ou . 

.9-1m duht.e.ued .to i.h.i..nkhlu. R.oo.devel.t UJOul.d. 
no.i.. h.ave mo.Ile of a .1t.ecepii.on .i.n .t.Aedai.e J i.h.i..nk 

of <Ld mv-.decond h.ome, and can onJ.v. h.ope v-ou we/Le 
pl.e.a.dan.tl.,-.dl.lAf.lLU ed • 

!>Ju. Cl..i.ti0.1t.d 1Jwv,. 
I 7 lnol.ton S.vr.eei. Bui.l.di.ng. 

lnorzi.g,ome.1t.1~A.La6ama 

/
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MRS. LYNDON BAINES JOHNSON 

f)u.ne 2, 1961 

have 

DeOA V.ur.9-i.ni.a, 

Thanlu, io.1r....iell.i.ng 

UJll.i.ilen hi..m a l.elieA. 

m

g 

e about Aub.l

do hope he 

r..e!f• .9 

u 9-oi.ng 

..to be all. .1ti.9-h.t ceAiai.nl..!f, hu 4.tAong ~p.ur.i.J.. 

wi.l.1.. be wo.!tki.ng -{.n /2.u iavo.1t.' 

g..i u ex CAU ci.a..ii.ng ..io ~ ee .lll.a.i...lll.e 

.i.Aoubl.e i.n Al.aba,na hM come ph!f,-di.calJ..!f cl.o~e 

enough ..io !fOU ..io. •have !fOWl cOA bU.Jtned. 

Wi...ih. iond .1te9-0Ac!A..io !fOU and (1.i.i{ 

~ eveA, 

!'ivz.4• Cl.i. tto.1r..d Dwut 
17 lt1ol...ion S.i.Aee..i &.J..di.n9-

/r/on..i9-omeA!f,Al.aba,na 

_ ........ ,., 
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THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON 

August 15, 1961 

; •-:-':.,%·:··-:-::.:, • : •• • • 
• ··4 ...:,: ...... , -.:~ ·: 

: ,. .-. Dear Virginia:. . 
. . . Thanks very much for telling me about Aubrey .. .. I am very sorry to hear about the situation and 

I will write to him at once. 

Just keep me informed. 
'• ' 

. _..,..' .-.:..:·.; 
. ..... .... 

Warm regards . 

.. •. 

Mrs. Virginia Durr 
17 Molton Street Building 

.. Montgomery 4, Alabama 
' . 

·. -~ · ... • I 
i 

.. 

. , ' 
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THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON 

Mrs. Virginia Durr 
17 Molton Street Building 
Montgomery 4, Alabama 



THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON 

September 1, 1961 

Dear Virginia: 

If there is any word at all about Aubrey, just write 
or wire me at my office. It will get to me, as he is 
very much in my mind. 

Miracles are still possible, but whatever happens, I 
think all of us can look back on his lifetime with the 
feeling that he was a man of great heart and rare 
courage. 

·ncerely yours, 

•'· 

Mrs. Clifford J. Durr 
17 Molton Street Building 
Montgomery 4, Alabazna 

;~IIIUH ,.a:RR 110• . T(!) HAN9WRITING l"ILE 
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THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINQTON 

Mrs. Clifford J. Durr 
17 Molton Street Building 
Montgomery 4, Alabama 

-



THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON 

September I, 1961 

Dear Virgiaia: 

Lady Bird ha• paaaed your letter on to me and, •• alway ■, 
I'm very happy to have your thinking. However, I don't 
believe that any important cha.n1e• can be made in the Civil 
Right ■ Conuni■ don legi ■ lation thi• year. 

It i■ difficult to aecure Conareaaion&l action on any aspect 
of thi• problem. We have to do the best that we can with 
what i■ available. But I hope that ■ omeday we can go forward 
in a ■ en ■ ible manner. 

With warm reaard•. 

Mra. Clifford~- Durr 
17 Molton Street Builcliq 
Montpm.ery "• Alabam• 

TRAN9FE~REO TC, 
HANDWRITING fl'IL&: 
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MRS. LYNDON BAINES JOHNSON 

L~n andg had-tlte deJ.i#lful. 
pl.ea.4UIU!. of me.ai.nf, Pew,. Taf .t J.<Uini.~. g 
had put. hi.-4name on "'!I .,/,,i,d. of "ati.lt.act.i.vefP)u.ng. 

men h:J have out.", 6u:t di.Jn '.t ~ ii. woulA6e. 
jUA 

0 

U .40 .4001l. 
1 

We lio.d a 6~ -PalLi.ffOA.Li.nrlg. 
&g1-4 and hM Veltf ail.It.active ~ 8a1r.6a1U1. 
bMu.g/a:I./Jew,. tU h&IL e..4caJLt. He u Jt.e.ai4- a 

chfJ/l/&Ulf and u ~ a g,u.a:l adnwr.eA!P'u.rlf man, 

oi .the~-

Theu.u no 111.&d oUA.h:J ~c;t phone 
flUJllbelf..40 .it booka.4 UCIIA.&/;uJ.4,u in .thephone-
htU be.enall. ,-. .Jlll,OAA in W~n - - p.4t Jon '.t 
,-f-ve U ·h:J allfll)n& wlu, 1.i.ku h:J call ai. .i.MJoa. •· 

https://adnwr.eA
https://ati.lt.act.i.ve
https://me.ai.nf


MRS. LYNDON BAINES JOHNSON 

IJe.CIIJIIOe/C.2, 1963 

/Je.a11.V.u,.in.i.a: 

j. 6eli.e.ve.Vellf 4iA.o"f4. 111.i.il,.L,nJon DI.at 
i.n Dte.IIU!JIIOJU.al..ffe,lin K~ all.h 111e.41toul.J 
UJOM eu.a.61.uh. anJ .it u -4ome.thi.nfeach.h, --
ot ILd cart Jo -- U 6anulu.ng.the, VertOIJI anJh.a.fA.e.J 

Di.atpouo11,4 OU/t co~. We, h,o, have. 6e.e.n 
hoM.i.fi.e.d6,- Dte .lt.ll.acf.i.onof a feu,; 6u.:l,ViAg..in.i.a, 
i.f pu. coul.dJl.ll.ad .the llflU1.lllhi.clth<U6een pOUA.i.ng 
i.rw, L,nJon anJ h, me .it UJOuilLi.f-t ,OUA.-4piA.it 
anJ rnaAe. pu. fMu.d. 5o raarig.,neang.pe.opl.e-44V-lltat 
Dtc, llltll&th, Jte.dedi.ca:teDtenue/.ve.4 h, Live each. 
dog.a .uu1.e 6.it 6e:U.e11.. Tluue -4~, p.l.u-d 
llte. confi.<ktn.ce of fAi.er,d;4.like pu. 6ollt all. OII.Ou.n.d 
.the ~6c, lte/p1i.ve. L,nJon cow,.ageanJ~ 
fOA.Dte.-t<Uk .tlio:l Li.e.4 ah.eaii. 

will,. kve. h pu andCLi#. 

Akes.Cl.i.ifo'u'i• lJuM. 
17 lt1oul:l.onS.tuet 
hlon.lfolWllfIJ.,ttla60/IIQ. 

'"a ,, • • .. '4b ~~ 

~ "---S)_ ~ -r 
~~ 

https://lt1oul:l.on
https://confi.<ktn.ce
https://pOUA.i.ng
https://Jl.ll.ad
https://6anulu.ng
https://4ome.thi.nf
https://eu.a.61.uh
https://IIU!JIIOJU.al
https://111.i.il
https://6eli.e.ve


THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAIBIHOTOH 

January Z4, 1964 

Dear Virginia: 

I adored seeing your daughter in Pennsylvania, 
and am so glad she wrote you about it. Admittedly, 
I am a bit overwhehned by her description of me! 

I know you and Cliff are going to have a 
marvelous trip, and I don't know of anyone who 
would profit by it more. Do write me about your 
experiences! 

With best wishes, 

Fondly, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAIHINOTON 

18, 

YoUJt. i.ni.eA..~ an.d neJl).,dff LeileA.. un­
{Oll.i.u.n.ai.eJ.v-did nM 1teo.di me unti.L .9 came 6ach 

{1t0m qeOll.gi.a. .9.t wad 1tea.LL!f a .te1Vti.64J. 1tewaMl­

i.n.9-i.lrip. 

What a ..dhame:llz.e week of :llz.e conve.n.ti..onwa..d 

.do CAowded foil. me .9 couLdn.1.t .41.ng.Le oui.. an.v-one 

gAoup .to do ..domei.lu.ng paJLti.cul.aA f<VL -- .9 diook 
han<U wi.ilz. mO..di.. of :llz.e3,000 Sa:1..wr.daffJtecepilon 
g.ue.dd and .to mff de.li9'z,t at Lea..td :lwo of :llz.em 

..dpoke a6ou.t 6ei..n9-ffOUlt /Ai.end • 

.9 have o.1tde.1ted:llz.e 6ook ff OU ..dug.9-e.d. foil. ih.e 

g.iALand m!fdeLf -- i.h.anh ffOU ..dO much fOll. ffOUlt. 
h.el.pfuLne.6..d. 

hlM. V~DUNt. 

Box 2173 
lflon.tg.ome.Jig,,ALa6ama 

TRAN9fr&:RRl:O Te 
HAN9WRITING fl'ILE 

https://Sa:1..wr
https://paJLti.cul.aA
https://domei.lu
https://conve.n.ti


THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 15, 1964 

Dear Virginia: 

Thanks so much for your periodic 

reports. They are fascinating and keep 

us tied to the grass roots. 

Affectionately, 
. 

E eth Carpenter 
P Secretary and Staff 
Director to Mrs. Johnson 

~Mrs. Virginia Durr 
Box 2173 
Montgomery, Alabama 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 3, 1964 

Dear Mrs. Durr: 

Just a note to tell you that the Southeastern 
States Workshop for the League of Women Voters 
will be taking a Special Tour of the White House. 

Thanks so much for keeping us posted on 
things like this. 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Bess Abell 
Social Secretary 

Mrs. Clifford J. Durr 
311 Montgomery Street 
Montgomery 4, Alabama 
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l0ti3,C.I 'lAdO!)O...._ ' 01113)(~-• It you like the idea of the Bird and Sister piece let me know 

and I will see if I can get .it over as I want to: .. 
CLIFFORD J, DURR 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

a11 MONTQOMll,._V aT,.KllT " 
MONTGOMERY 4,ALABAMA

\ 
ThursdaJy 

Dearest Maggie: 

I am terribly pleased you liked the•piece. I have been 

trying for so long to say something about "Southern Womanhood" 
I 

and hope I" am finally getting to the point.
0 . 

The world is so fl.ill of "unreason" and it has to be .. 
'• ,accepted and go on fDom there, and I think Southern· women have 

ogrown up' with "unreason" and have gone on frmm there. They have 

not lived in a rati~~al wo~l+nd of co~rse _s~me of the~ have 

become equally "unr~asoriable" 
~ 

but for the most part I think they 
' have sighed, accepted it, a~d gone on to the essentials that 

e ,have to be done. 

' Lady B~rd typified it by the simple act oj coming 
I• ·, 

0
,. 

in from the funeral of President Kennedy( certainly his death I 

¢, 

. was. one of the greatest possible· acts of "unreason") and as 
0 ' I 

she.walked in her -house, she began pulli~g off her hat an~ gloves 

to go to the kitchen to see if there was enough fried chicken to go. . . 
around and how many women have come in from bUfying _their dead· 

and gone to frying chicken so the survivors could ~e fed: It is 
' 

-the emphasis on the immediate necessity, putting ~side their 

fears and.terrors and giief. ~ think they may have learned th!s 
• 0 ' • 

acceptance of necessity from the Negro women who had to accept 

"unreason" ( even to the point of seeing their own children go) 

and go on living and provi.dipg for the living. I don't think they 
~ 

have expected enoug-0, either·the white or the "colored~ but· I do 0 

•• think they have l~ar~ed how 
~ 
to save the world oi what will be left 

" of it after the men blow,it up. What do you·think about a title 

'ttj~ ~,_~~t-' f\,l U~~" tht:! tAoVintA i-n" -wh:t-oh ~1)9~ ~ in> thct! B,ih'l.'4' /.. JI. . 

e-



,, 

ti 

of course don't know chapter and verse) which goes as I remember it, 

"How Beautiful Upon the Mountain are the Feet of those who bring 
~ lttd 'l 
good?tidings". 

Here was my sister married to a man who was a member of the 

KKK and he becomes one of the chief legal bulwarks of integration. 
as a Supreme Court Justice. 
Here was Bird whose husband took part in every filibuster there 

was- went through the same old procedure of orating nonsense every 

time, and he.turns out as President of the United States and gets 

the Civil Rights Bill through. I know in my sister's case that she 

was closely bound by love to a number of Negro women, from her very 
• I 

earli~t babyhood, and as you said in your "PROFRESSIVE" piece, it 

was love, no matter how much the "new Negro" derides it, and she suffered 
,, ' .,;A-J.. ,.,,,:;;:J., 

flMt. the Negroes, it was not any intellecutal exercise on her part of 

' reason and right and law and order, it was identification, she suffered 

Yith them·, not for them, because she loved them, and I know the same 

is true in Bird's case, she was raised by a Negro woman after her 

mother di~~ 1and she loved her, and she suffered with the Negroes and 

for them too, and in the midst of filibuster, KKK, and all of the 

usual Southern oratory and spouting off about pure, white Southern 

womanhood, they ·simply went on a::;id what ,they had to do and loved 

their husbands and children KB a•~ never admit~ed their kKBgaxaB 

husbands were right, accepted it but never gave in. AND THEY CHANGED 

THEM. Of course neither husband will like it, that is a problem, shall 

we consider their feelings? Wht do you think? 

Lots of love, Va. 

I am so pleased you liked the piece. 

~ j XEPIO\1ao;;v'r JCOPY.. 
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h1M. (Li.ftoll.d DUll.ll. 
2 Jei.de.A.Avenue 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Aug.UA.t 21, 1967 

Th.at UJM an aluol.u.te-4f deOA leile11..1 !). .th.ink a 
.tape Ae.cOMli.n.9- and rL&n.e.Mi..on6v, v,ou would add w<J.Jtmih. 
.to .th.e41.0lt.!f-oi oUJt l..i..veA. !). am 9-o.i.n9-.to me.ni.i..oni..t 
.to Dll.. B a./une..;z.. 

We4 aw H u9-o .th.e o.th.e11.ni..g.h.t. He 4.ti.11. h<M .the 
4pi..lril. and Veil.Ve <k!Apile. .th.e kngi-'1.eni.ng v,eOM . You 
wi.11.6egl.ad .to heOA .th.at KiLti.e lnae M 4Li.il l.e.arli.n.g 
a ve11.v,aclive -- .ia.ki.n.gand happ!f-l..i..(;e pl.a.g.i.ng61Li.dg,e, 
1.Jri.p4 and 6e-ing, wi..th. luvt. 911-andch.il.dAe.n.. Th.ough mu.ch. 
oi .th.eAe.a.L 4ulu.tance oi i..t fTIUA.ih.ave gone ou.i wilh. 
5enat.oll. Wi.ll.1.1 de.a.th..5 

!). ll.e.me.mbell. nee:li.n.9-h1M. liY~.ion wh.en 4he helped 
on .the exh..i..6il c<MeA o.i. .the. Boflwod Home. i..n 9oh.Mon 
(ilv,. She. M a de.li.gldtuJ. pe11Aon. 

Wilh. mu.ch. 1.ove .to v,ou and (1..i..ti, 

https://1.Jri.p4
https://pl.a.g.i.ng
https://kngi-'1.eni.ng
https://9-o.i.n9-.to
https://rL&n.e.Mi


~ ...'..
f¾ "fl•'• . NJ,,'l-, 

\, ~ .- . 

Ap/t.ll 23, 1913 

VeaJt Viltg.ln.ia: 

The ma.it ha..6been moun.ta.lnou...6, .l.t .u .t1tue, 
bu.t 1·have been g1tea.tly .touched by .the many way~ 
.in wh.lch people explte44 .the.lit ~ympa.thy. Some 06 
.the mo~.t wonde1t6ul .t..e.t.telt4 a1te 61tom ~.t1tange1t~, 
Jteca.t..Ung an .lnc.lden.t, a con.tac.t, w.l.th Lyndon -­
wha.t he 4a.ld, .the .lmplte..64.lon he le6.t w.l.th .them, 
olt 4ome action .tha.t a66ec.ted .thu1t Uve4 601t .the 
be.t.teJL. They w.l.t..lbe .tltea..6ulte4 601t Lynda and 
Luc.land a be.t.teJt 4ou1tce .than h.u.to1ty book4 601t 
.the.lit ch.U.d1ten .to know Lyndon'4_ goodne44. 

I keep 1tem.lnd.lng my~e.t..6 .tha.t he Uved 4.lx.ty-
6ou1t yealt4 06 u...6e6ulnu4. Wha.t mo1tecould a pelt-
4on a..6k1 And, how g1ta.te6ul 1 am .to have 4ha1ted 
.th.lJt.ty-e.lgh.t 06 .tho4e yealt4 w.l.th h.lm! 

The 4.to1ty .in .the Wa..6h.lng.ton papelt .tha.t 1 
would ·be U v.lng .in Wa..6h.lng.to n wa4 .lnaccu.Jta.te. 
Lynda and Chuck have bough.t 4ome p1tope1t.ty .the1te 
601t a home la.teJt on, bid .the only plan4 1 have 
601t a homeplace a1te .the LBJ Ranch and a l.l.t.tle 
apaJt.tmen.twe have had 601t many, many yealt4 .in 
Au...6tin when we wan.ted .to 4pend .the n.lgh.t. A6.te1t 
eve1ty.th.lng level.6 066 and 1 am able .to caU 4ome 
time my own, 1 hope .to .tJtave.l once olt .tw.lce a 
yeaJt .to placu I have neve1t been and .to 4ome 
.tha.t cal..l me back. 

Yu, 1 do have cop.lu 06 Lyndon'l) Jtecen.t 
.t..e.t.telt4·.to you, and he would 4how me .the le.t.teu 
61tom you and Cl.l66 al) .they came .in. They, along
w.l.th au 06 h.l4 o.the1t co1t1tupondence and papeJt4,
a1te ca1te6u.lly pltU uved a.t .the Ub1ta.1ty 601t all 
time .to come. The p1to6u4.lonal a1tch.lv.l4U a1te 

tAANSF'liRREO td HANDWRtTtNG P'll .. ll 
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blowly ~evie.wing eve~ything be6o~e it ib made 
pubUc and available to ~ebea~che~b, except Ma~y
Rathe~ and Mild~ed Stegall will bc~een all 06 hi.6 
p~ona.l papeu. They aJLe not aJLchivutb, but 
Lyndon thought becaUbe 06 thei~ long abbociation 
with him, thea knowledge 06 bo much 06 hu U6e 
and hu Mbociat.i.oM, that they would bebt unde~­
btand how to handle thobe papelt.h. It will take 
yealt.h be6o~e a.U 06 thib ib accompluhed. 

Thank you 60~ you~ lette~ 06 Feb~ua~y and 
all the bweet thoughu about Lyndon and 60~ ub. 
J hope that Cli66 hM continued to imp~ove and ib 
6eeling 4eally, 4eally good now. 

With much a66ection 604 both 06 you, 

.TRANSFliRRKO Tc:I HANDWR1T1NC. 

https://Mbociat.i.oM


May 31, 1973 

Dear Mrs. Durr: 

As Mrs. Johnson was hurriedly leaving the 
office today to attend the University of Texas 
Board of Regents meeting in Galveston, she asked 
me to tell you how much she appreciated your letter 
of May twenty-third. As always, she enjoyed being 
brought up to date on all your news ... 

Mrs. Johnson has taken steps to have 
Elizabeth Black invited to the commencement exer­
cises at the University of Virginia on Sunday. She 
thanks you for your thoughtful.nes s and hopes that 
Mrs. Black will be able to come. 

With warm regards, 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
(Mrs.) Carole Bryant 

Secretary to 
Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson 



FRIENDS OF THE ~ LIBRARY 

2313 RED RIVER AUSTIN, TEXAS 78705 

July 9, 1973 

Mrs. Virginia Foster Durr 
Box 300 G, Route 4 
Wetumpka, Alabama 36092 

Dear Mrs. Durr: 

On behalf of the Organizing Committee, I want 
to extend our appreciation to you for becoming 
a ch~rter sustaining member of the Friends of 
the LBJ Library. 

As our procedures develop, you will be hearing 
from us about the activities -- which you are 
helping to make possible -- that will perpetuate 
the hopes President Johnson had for his Library. 

To launch your membership, you will receive a 
copy of LBJ: Images Of A Vibrant Life, a book 
about President Johnson which has just been 
published by the Friends of the LBJ Library. 

If at any time you have any questions concerning 
the organization or the Library itself, please 
feel free to call upon me. 

Sincerely yours, 

~l~'--
Harry J. Middleton 
Executive Director 

A DIVISION Of" THE LYNDON BAINES JOHNSON FOUNDATION 



THE LYNDON BAINES JUH'.'s.SON LIBRARY 

Al SIIN II\\.\ , 7,,~ 

July 10, 1973 

Mrs. Clifford J. Durr 
Box 300G Route Four 
Wetumpka, Alabama 36092 

Dear Mrs. Durr: 

Before she left for Europe, Mrs. Johnson asked me if I 
would respond to your letter to her of June 25, and explain 
the -status of the Zale Award for Civil Rights. 

The Awards Committee met on June 23 to make its decision. 
After condisering a broad range of persons who have all made 
decided contributions to the cause of Civil Rights, the Committee 
determined that the Zale Civil Rights Award this year would 
go to Mr. Roy Wilkins. The award will be presented to him 
in October. 

Inasmuch as I am a stranger to you (although your name is 
well known to me as a long-time friend of President and Mrs. 
Johnson's), I hope you will forgive the presumptuousness of 
my responding to you in Mrs. Johnson's stead. But I am sure 
you will understand that her final days before departure were 
rather hectic ones, and she did want you to have a full under­
standing of the status of the award. 

Sincerely yours, 

" •'lo I 01 
'• 

1 lt 1 +- .u.R"I' ADM NI Ti R, • BY THt NA I 1,)NAl ARCH I/! , AND R• OR ORVI ,"";, r,,, '· ,._ , VIC ADM1•,11 TRATI ·• 
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Sep~e.mbeJL 11-,_. 1 913 

Vea4 CU66 and V0ginia: 

What a de.Ug~6ul intelt.lude. you.Jr.
4We.et and ne.w4y l~e.4 b4ought, tel.Ung 06 
you.Jr.4umme.4ptan4 and t4ip to England, Scotland 
and Salzbu.Ji.g. • 

Although U a1r.Jt.ive.dbe6o4e. I depa4te.d
604 Eu.Jr.opewith Lynda and Chuck, 1 am jU4t now 
delving into a mountain 06 mail that htU awaited 
my 4e.twtn. 1 do hope you wiU 6o4give the ovu 
tong de.lay in wuting you. How 1· hope you.Jr. 
v,i.J,it in Eu.Jr.opewtU· 6un-6.u.ted and a happy one.. 

Thank you 604 you.Jr. dea4 commenu about 
my·comme.·nceme.ntaddJte44 at the. Univetiity o 6 
Vi4ginia. 1 am pte.tUed to 4end you a copy
of that addJte~4. 

1 am auo de.Ughte.d to know you have 
become membe.u 06 the. Fue.nd4 06 the. LBJ Lib44lty.
Thank you, thank you·-- 604 you.Jr. he.a.JttwaJUning 
contJr.ibu.Li.on and me.mb~hip in ou.Jr.ne.w o~ganiza-
Uon. • 

With wo/f.l.d4 o 6 app4.e.c.-iA.tion and alt 
a66e.ctionate. 4~gaJr.d4, 

lRANSFERRl[O Te HANDWRITING ~ILE 

https://4~gaJr.d4
https://wo/f.l.d4
https://contJr.ibu.Li.on
https://comme.�nceme.nt
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November 12, 1973 

Dear Virginia: 

Thank you so much, Virginia, for sending the 
clipping. I do not have a clipping service and 
I only chance to see them on a hit or miss basis. 

I have passed your idea about a Symposiwn on 
National Health Insurance on to the University 
committee which plans and organized the Symposia 
held at the Library. There will be one Symposiwn 
a year, and the subject for the one for 1974 has 
already been selected. Health was a major interest 
of Lyndon's and the Library is bursting with papers 
which hold the story of his efforts in health in those 
years. I believe that sometime this will be the subject 
of one of our conclaves, and National Health 
Insurance will have an im.portant part in it. 

I've just returned from a visit to Lynda and Chuck 
in Richmond, combined with a meeting in Washington, 
D . C. about the LBJ Memorial Grove , and a trip to 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina, and finally ending with 
a stop in Houston. There I ran into our mutual 
friend , Red James , now a Judge . We had a happy talk. 

Much love, 

TRAN!l,.&:RRao 1re HAN.,.,RITING fftLa: 



CAfe....i. 

November Z9, 1973 

Dear Virginia: 

Your letters are always like a breath of 
Spring. I love reading them and knowing how 
involved you are with the world. Next week I 
have plans to meet with a group of students from 
the LBJ School of Public Affairs - - I hope 
their interest and commitment to national concerns 
will be at least half as strong as yours! 

Thank you for your thoughts and your kindness. 
I have written Judge Rives, and send you my love. 

TR.<\NS"'&:RR•o Te 
HANDWRITING l'"IL&: 



c.tte...i.. 

January 29, 1974 

Dear Virginia: 

A letter from you, so full of life 
and interests and activities, is always 
welcome, and never more so than during 
last week when so many memories were 
stirring. 

I was interested to hear about your 
projects and sorry I can't be encouraging 
about that invitation. My Washington trips 
are so hurried and brim.ming over before 
and after. So please understand and know 
how nice it is anytime to hear from you. 
and especially now. 



FRIENDS OF THE ~ LIBRARY 

2313 RED RIVER AUSTIN, TEXAS 78705 

Dear Friend of the LBJ Library: 

As we commemorate the first anniversary of the 
Friends of the LBJ Library, we can look back with 
satisfaction on a very successful beginning year. 
The organization has grown to include 1, 000 
members who are contributing to important 
Library projects. 

-Through your membership in the "Friends," you 
have in this past year helped to bring distinguished 
speakers to the Library, provided tour guides, and 
given research grants to scholars for study in the 
Library. Your participation has enabled the Library 
to become more than a depository for presidential 
papers -- it has furthered President Johnson's goal 
of making this institution a national center for 
discussion and understanding of critical issues 
facing the country. 

It is now time to renew your Charter Membership 
in the "Friends. 11 Enclosed is your Membership 
Card for the coming year. We hope you will return 
your annual donation in the enclosed envelope. 

On behalf of the Organizing Committee, your 
continuing contribution is warmly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Mk.A6kMw, 
Mike Naeve 
Associate Director 

Enclosures 

A DIVISION OF THE LYNDON BAINES JOHNSON FOUNDATION 



FIRST CLASS 
PERMIT 

NO. 3141 
AUSTIN, TEXAS 

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 
NO POSTAGE STAMP NECESSARY IF MAILED IN THE UNITED STATES 

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY-

FRIENDS OF THE LBJ LIBRARY 

2313 RED RIVER 

AUSTIN, TEXAS 78705 
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ENCLOSED IS MY CONTRIBUTION FOR RENEWAL OF MY□ ANNUAL SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP ($50.00) 

PLEASE APPLY MY CONTRIBUTION TOWARD A LIFETIME□ MEMBERSHIP OF $1,000 (OR MORE) 

ALL CONTRIBUTIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE IN ACCOR­
DANCE WITH EXISTING INTERNAL REVENUE LAWS. 

ENCLOSED IS MY CHECK FOR $,_______ MADE PAYABLE 

TO THE FRIE~S OF THE LBJ LIBRARY.• 

MR. (AND) MRS., MISS, MS.------------------

STREET----------------------------

CITY----------------- STATE ----ZIP ---

TELEPHONE--------------------------
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Mr. and Mrs. Clifford J. Durr 
Box 300G, Route 4 
Wetumpka, Alabama 36092 



July 16, 1974 
!:A-ft?..... 

Vea.IL V i.~g i. n.la. : 

l enjoyed .youll. .new.6 y Lett ell., a.-6 1 alwa.y.6 .do, 
and -6.ee :t.ha.:t. you.IL l.in e .6:t.a.y.6 a.-6 .. bu.6 y and null ·a.-6 
mi.ne dou. Among. ouli c.ommon i.n.teJt.e-6:t..6 a.Jt.eoull. 
da.ug h:t.e1t..6 and g°Jt.a.n·dc.hi.ldJr.en. L"uc.i. ha.-6 ju.-6:t. had 
a.no:t.hell. U:t.:t.l'e_ gi.Jt.l who ha.-6 been named Reb"ic.c.a.. 

Abou:t. :t.ho.6e le:t.:t.ell. c.opi.u, we w.lll be moll.e 
:t.ha.n .pleu ed :t.o ha.ve a.ny ·and ev e1t.y Uem you. would 
Uke :t.rr .6end no1t. :t.he LBJ Li.b1t.a.1t.y· c.oll'ec.:t.i.on. 
Tha.:t. 1..6 one on my· c.onc.en:t.Jt.a.:t..lon.6: :t.hi.-6 yea.IL, hel-p­
.ing :t.o bu.i.ld up :t.he .holding.fl heJt.e nOIL hi.-6:t.oJt.i.a.n.6, 
a.nd you will help U-6 i.n :t.ha.:t. di.Jr.ec.:t.i.o n wi.:t.h any 
c.on:t.Jt.i.bu:t..lo n.6 you· c.a.n ma.ke. 

K.l:t.:t.y Ma.e .now Uvu :.in Roc.hu-tell., M.lnne.60:t.a., 
. nea.ll. hell. da.u.gh:t.ell. and .6o·n-:.i1n-la.w, VIL. a.nd Mli.-6. 

Ja.me.6 Ca.in.· 1:t. i.-6 a.lwa.y.6 a. pi,ea..6uJr.e :t.o. ha.ve wo1t.d 
nil.om hell. ·and -the memoroy-1,,:t.i.Jr.1t.i.ng.6:t.ha.:t. c.ome wlih 
:t.hem. • 

The .6a.me goe.6 noll. you, .60 :t.ha.nk.6 a.ga.i.n -nOIL 
Wll.i.ting and noll. :t.ha.:t. genell.0U.6 .lnv-l.ta.:t.i.on. One 
day, pe1t.ha.p.6, 1.' .ll .be a.bi,e .:t.o .ta.ke you u.p on a. 

: Yi.le.e on n ell. Uk e :t.hti:t.• 

Fondly, 

https://lnv-l.ta.:t.i.on
https://c.oll'ec.:t.i.on
https://g�Jt.a.n�dc.hi.ldJr.en


ClifforJ .J.Dm·r 

Box 300G Route four 

Wetumpka, Alabama 36092 

July 8th, 1974 

Dearest Bird: 

Thank you for the pictures and books which I prize \ 
very much indeed. I am collecting all of yours and Lyndon's 
letters and wond~r if you want copies? I am turning over every­
thing of public interest to the Alabama Archives, who are now 
very much interested in all the historical material they can get 
on the Civil Rights struggle, the.Johnson and Black achievements· 
and yet while it was taking place, they did not show any interest 
at all! / 

I was so disappointed I did not get to Washington 
for~he Movie but with four daughters and nine grandchildren, • 
my time is often not my own, but I love having them. Lulah and 
her husband were here all the month 6f June, he is an interne 
at the Birmingham Medical Center and they are just settled in 
an apartment in Birmgham. It is wonderful having them so clcse. 

. I know you refuse to comment or take action on poli-
tical matters but I am enclosing this account of George WallacD's 
political plans to show you how dangerous his plans are for any 
kind of come back for the Democratic Party. George is NOT A DEMO 
RACI',never has been really except at the beginning, he is a rule­
or ruin person, if he is not the head and center, he will spoil 
it, and that is what he did in 1972, he came into the Democratic 
Party as a spoiler and succeeded in doing a great deal of damage 
and I think he is planning the same thing in 1976, if he lives. 
Cornelia is a Folsom_ and I think a Democrat, but the crowd around 
him are simply leeches and want him to ·do whatever brings in the 
most money. 

What makes me so mad is that at times he claims the 
mantle of Franklin D. Roosevelt, Hugo Black AND LYNDON B". JOHNSON, 
just a good ole country boy like Hugo and Lyndon who is touched with 
genius! or a cripple ~ike FDR, who was also touched with genius. If 
I thought he had anything of any of them in him, I would not be so 
frightened of his influence, but I think he is Jor one thing al.one 
which is power for George Wallace, which means the leeches around 
him run- the State and steal the money I whi-le he is the front man 
and "FRIE~'l> OF THE LITTLE MAN" but getting his money mostly from 

the Big Rich in Texas, who are not and never were Democrats, as you 
very well know. I will never forget Kitty Mae's friends! in Austin. 
Where and how is Kitty Mae? Is she still living? She was such a 
sweet.woman and Alvin too, I think he th9ught Lyndon was his son 
the only son he ever had. 

Lots of love and come to Alabama when you can. 
We would love to.have you. We will be home most of the Summer but 
I hope to get to Martha's Vineyard in August but Cliff vm't go,· I 
love it but he does not like it at all, even 'though two _of our 
daugher~ and most of the grandchildren will be there. Loy1e again. Va 

. r /J--



Uf&..I. 

1975 

Uli.a.ta naA.Vel..or.ullXlff h, 6eg-i.n .the Nem YeaAI 
.9-woul.d .4i.mp4fado.lU!.x.o ..1eev,ou, and .9-am 40 Aappv, x.o 
know v,ou IIle. comin9- x.o A~ 

You mud 4ave at l.e.ad :lwo ~ fo1t a M.a.ff a.i. 
.the R.ancA wi.ih me, and .9-woul.d .Love x.o 6e v,oU/1.g.ui-t:k. 
.iM.ough. .the Lib~ uluk v,ou IIle. helle.. Si.ru:.e.9-rnu,d 

nake an in,polLtan.i .tA.ip .i.n.Je.61U.ta1UJ-,~ and.!). nrLff 

9-0 x.o 111e.xi.c.o fo1t a coupl.e. of weeM i.mmedi.ate.4, .tfteA.e­
afklt, anv,:Lime- 25.tft 28.tlz.6e:tween 9all.UllAlJ and 9all.UllAlJ 
woul.d 6e 6e.d. foA me. Hopef ulJv.,iliA wil.l. f i.:l in.to 
v,owr. .4cAedul.e.. 

Do 1e.:t.me. know v,oU/1. p.l.arw. .!). am 40 l.ookin.9-

fOJUJJ<Ur.dx.o .4ee.i.n.g1oul 

.·:.• 
• • • ff- ' ... 

... 
~~­

~~ -· 

- ·--~ ·---···----·- .......... - --------------·-··. . . . . 
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ja~ 22, 1975 

lJeM.V~: 

A.d ~> .!).e.njov,ed v,owr. l.e.ll.eA-- 6ut .!).1 
m 

40Nlff11-ou c,zn 
1
~ 11JeekenJ_~~~!Ae;,e-';!te_ ~ii, 

6eca.C/-de.!).h.a~caAVed out 4 ome..A:;;x.o 4p ~ ~ou. 
But, .!).wa.n:f. .do much xo ..dee v,ou uh.en v,ou come, and.!). 

am going. xo h. ol.d ] e6/l.UJ1./lff25.th.an.d2 6.th.f 0.11. a viA.i:l 
ud.i.h.v,ou and (.Li.ff. .!)..4.th.axa.LL.!d.glti.? Do .Letme 
know 40 .!).won.'x.Lei.a~g. g.e:t in OWL IUO,ff• 

You aAe. a de.a.ll.xo offe.11. cop.ie-.d of v,owr. co.ll.ll.e.4-
pon.rl.e.nce.wi.:lliHu.go and lv,ndon x.o .th.e l.139Ubll.O.Aff,and 
we woul.J.j-ud- adOJtexo h.ave .th.em! 71i.ev, awoul.d6e 

mo.d we.l.c.orr£addiLion., and .!).would 6e 40 g.nat.e.ful.xo 

V~, a4 v,ou know, 11¥f .iAd a..lk.gia.nceiA 
xo .th.e '-fp,.don 8~ joh.,uon Lil,~, andall. ot fll/­

o~ co~ponrk.nce. .u .i.n..iu cudo4. At Dl..u 
poiJtt, .!).h.ave nox offi.cia..l4f .i.uluu!.dove.11.11¥papeM xo 
.th.e Lil,~, 6ut :.tJi..uw.i.11.6e done in .th.e ftd.ulie. and 
!J.~ couldn 1x paAt w.lih. a"!f of flt/- o~. S.i.n.ce. 
v,ou .da.i.d .th.ax.copi-e,d woul.d nai. do fo.11. .th.e SclJ.e..wig.e.11. 

J'RANSPERRl!.O Te HANDWRITING 1"11..Et 
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Lil,NlAf- a.t Ro.Jel.i.tfe,.!) Ile~ .tlta.t we can 1.t 6e of 
h.e.lp.to 11-ou. 

Wi.tAUJOJune.M.11.e.~, 
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CliffonlJ. Durr 
Box 300G Route four 

Wetumpka, Alabama 36092 

March 17th, 1975 

Dear Dr. Middleton: 

Thank you for your lettero Yes indeed, I would 
love to have the orignals of the Johnson letters, but Bird said she 
did not want them to be deposited anywhere except in the Johnson 
Library, and we had planned to give them to the Alabama Archives along

with all of the restof our papers, or send them to the Schlesinger 
Library at Radcliffe College , where there is a collection in my name, 
the Virginia Foster Durr Collectiono 

This is due to my word for the franchise, against 
the Poll Tax and against segregation, which Lyndon brought finally to 
a successful and triumphant conclusiono After years and years} 

Therefore I want to be sure that Bird agrees that 
they -fould go either to the Alabama Archives or to the Radcliffe 
Library eventually! 

We did enjoy our visit to Texas , especially Austin 
and the Ranch, but Dallas left a bad taste which I still feel. Cliff 
was on three radio call-in programs, and I never heard such a collection 
of kooks, anti semites, nazis, racists, and just plain crazy people in 
my lffeo I really was shocked beyond wordso We have some of them here 
but not so many and I am very much afraid these people are going to 
elect Wallace, they are all his followers, in spite of his professions 
of change, which I do not believe. The contrast between Dallas and Austin 
is startlingo 

I was very much interested in talking to Lucy and to 
Mary Rather on the evening of the dinner party, when they both told me 
the same thing, of Lyndon's anguish during the last years of his Presi­
dency. I wonder if either or both of them have been taped, or is this 
too xp.-ivate1 It corresponds with my idea of Lyndon.whom I always thought 
was a man of deep feeling, which he often tried to cover over but did 
not always succeedo His life long devotion and dependence and admiration 
for Bird was one of the most devoted love affairs I mve ever~ witnessed 
and the picture of him as a ruthless, autocratic dictator is entirely 
opposite from my memories of him. I wonder if we made that plain on the 
tape and on the radio interview with the LBJ radio station? Did you 
hear it? I think our fondness for Lyndon, our admiration for his great 
qualities and our appreciation for what he did for the South is made 
more believable because we disagreed vi.th him on the War, very much so. 

Mro Gillette said we were the first "Southern Liberals" who had made 
a tape about him with so much admiration and affection, and I think 
this is sad as I think Lyndon freed the South, as Lincoln freed the 
slaves, completed the job o 

Let me know what Bird says about the letters and 
we would be delighted to have the originalso Sincere , Virginia Durr 

-~~~ 



Mrs 

CliffordJ. Durr 
Box 3000 Route Four 

W etumplu~, Alabama . 3 609 f 

March 31, 1975 

Dear Mro Middleton: 

Thank you for sending us the article by 

Mr. Wi)-liams. We had read most pf it in "Southern Voices" and 

we do .!!£!._~gree,with ~t. We knew both.men and think there was 

-very little connection between Lyndon and Huey ~ong, although 

both of them tried to help the poor people of the South and did. 

But the big difference was that Haey had. no 

respect for the political process and Lyndon loved it. Huey ruled 

by fear.and terror and was a dictator and Lyndon had the highest 

respect for the political process and used it to the fullest and 

I certainly.do not think he was in any way a Dictator. 

I think Lyndon made errors of judgment and we 

never agreed with him on the War, as my letters will tell if,you 

have them, but while we thought he was wrong about the War and 

still do, we think he was lied to and misled by the Kennedy people 

he inherited,and what is coming out about the CIA, certainly shows 

he based gis judgments on wrong information furnished himo But 

Lyndon was never a dictator in any way that I know of, he was a 

politician to his finger tips and was simply passionate about the 

whole political process . I am enclosing a clipping which shows 

so clearly what I believe I said both in the br-•dcast and in the 

interview, that whatever Lyndon's mistakes may have been, he will 

be remembered because he freed the South a second time and ~ertainly 

the Negroes feel it as this will show, and I ttiink more and more 

white people are beginning to realize what he did for themo 

https://certainly.do


I think he and my brother in law, Hugo Black, were responsible for 

taking the awful burdens of segregation and eisenfranchisement off of 

1he South and it is for this they will be remembered and for the fight 

for free speech as wello 

We still have a long way to go to get a just societ~ in this 

country, but while the South was a rotten borough and could eistort 

and nullify the political process, there was not much hope, but now 

that the South is free I hope there is hope, although when I see Wallace 

leading the polls, I get discouraged as I think he 1s a very dangerous 

man, like Huey Long he has no respect for people or for the political 

p-ocess o 

We appreciate what you send us and are very much interested 

in it. We enjoyed meeting you and hope to see you and Mrs. Middleton 

again. Give our regards to Mike Gillette as well. Also Mary Rather 

ij she is still there. Please send me the name of Mrs. Johnson's 

Secretary? I cannot find it and want to send her a request which I 

do not want to bother Bird about~ 

Sincerely yous , _/ _ _ -~ 

V. ~~~ 
Vir~ Durr 



CliffordJ. Durr 
Box 300G Route four 

Wetumpka, Alabama 36092 

April 30th, 1975 

Dear Mr. Middleton: 

Thank you for your very nice letter. I do indeed 
disagree that Lyndon and Huey were alike. In the first place I always 
thought Lyndon was a gentleman, he acted like one when I saw him and 
I know his Mother was a lady. Huey was decidedly not a gentleman in 
any sense of the wordk- in fact I thinkhe was a would be dictator. Be 
was also extremely vulgar in his language, his habits (scratching and 
picking and rubbing himself all the time) his clothes, which were as 
loud as could be and his private life was not one to be admired to put
it mildly. The only thing in which I think they wmee alike is that 

' they tried to help the poor folks. 

The Black causus of the Alabama Dema:::ratic Party
had a big meeting and Dinner on Saturday night where the Lyndon
Baines Johnson Freedom Award was given to Dr. c. G •. GomillioD. of 
Tusiiegee Institute, who was a pioneer in the right.to vote struggle.
I sent the clippings to Bird and I hope you write and get the full 
program and speech as I think they would be an addition to the collec­
tion. ~\that I believe about Lyndon is that he is going down in History 
as the man .who fi:tally qid free. the South from its terrible historical 
burden of guilt ad shame and segregation and disenfranchisement, and he 
was a Southern man himself which made it so much better. Also he did 
it by political means, and even if he is accused of "arm twisting" it 
seems a small charge compared to the horrors of the Civil war and the 
devastation and ruin that resulted from it. I do prefer politics to War? 

As for the letters: Naturally the Alabama Archives 
wants them badly, and I have turned over to them the copies and a lot 
of correspondence with a five year proviso before it is opened, I think 
Hugo Black and Lyndon shared in the fight to free the South and the 
Alabama Archives are trying to build up a Hugo Black collection, and 
naturally they want everything of his they can get, but he left his 
papers to the Library of Congress and ~nd~~.. -left his to~"the Ljprary
there at the University of Austin and so perhaps they had better rest 
tnere. The main thing is I want to do what Bird wants, as I feel she is 
t~one who has been the heir to Lyndon's life and accomplishments, and 
whether they are there or in the Archives of Alabama makes no great
difference to me. I am pleased and proud that Lyndon wrote me before 
he died,(and I am sure you have a copy of that letter/ that I had been 
of some tnfluence on his thinking, that is enough for me! Personally 
I have left my personal letters or most of them to the Schlesinger
Library at Radcliffe as my first revolt came against the myth of 
"Southern Womanhood" and this is a Library that contains the records 
of women and we are still struggling? Still have a long way to go to 
be equal or free. { 

Sincerely yours, Y✓ _ ~ 

Vir~:;;7 

https://right.to
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