LYNDON B. JOHNSON
TEXAS

®ffice of the Bemorratic Teader
Blashington, B. .
April 11, 1959

Dear Virginia:

I don't believe that any man is "in the running"
unless his feet are moving toward the White
House. My feet are not moving in that direction
and they are not going to do so.

But I certainly do appreciate your belief that

I have the qualities you ascribe to me. I hope
that this can be a world in which differences
are settled by negotiation and diplomacy rather
than bombs and bullets., And I think that our
salvation lies in reason rather than in hot tem-
pers.

In this world of bickering and strife it is very
pleasant to have good friends like you and
Aubrey who understand the things I am try-
ing to do.

Lady Bird joins me in warm regards.

Sincerely,

Lyn . Johnson

Mm Clifford J. Durr
. 17 Molton Street Building
Montgomery 4, Alabama
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LYNDON B. JOHNSON

TEXAS
®ffice of the Bemocratic Tender
Mashington, B. €.
February 6, 1960
Dear Virginia:
Thanks ever so much for your letter. I
agree with you that people can be appealed to
on the basis of positive programs -- overcoming
poverty, opening up new opportunity, and
making the American system of freedom work.
:-.'-‘-’ % “' e . Lady Bird joins me in very warm regards,
" _‘ . . R Mrs, Virginia Durr
A SRR B R 17 Molton Street Building
: Ca D bW Montgomery 4, Alabama
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®ffice of the Bemorrafic Teader
Blusliington, B. 0.

March 16, 1960

Dear Virginia:

Busy, yes, but never too busy to read a letter
from you, Visiting with you and Mrs. White
was really my pleasure and I am glad she was
able to come up with you.

Thanks for the editorial, I appreciate your
thoughtfulness -~ and the confidence you have
expressed in me. I want to do everything I
can to be worthy of your friendship.

With best wishes.

Mrs. Clifford J. Durr
17 Molton Street Building
Montgomery 4, Alabama
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®ffice of the Bemocratic Teader
&ashington, B. C.
June 27, 1960

Dear Virginia:

Thanks for sending me the paper. I'll file and keep it
handy in case.

It is certainly good to know how much you understand and
sympathize with the things I am trying to do, and Lady

Bird joins me in affectionate regards.

Sin ely,
L . Johnson
Mrs., Clifford J. Durr

17 Molten Street Building
Montgomery 4, Alabama
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! LYNDON B. JOHNSON

TEXAS

®ffice of the Bemocratic Lender
Bushington, B.0.
June 29, 1960

Lear Virginia:

Many thanks for your letter. It was good to hzar
from you.

I am sorry you couldn't fight your way through
the Tevas ladies to say hello, but I realize they
ware hovering pretty close,

I was very interested in your comments about
your trip to New York, I am sure you know I
appraciate your continuing support; it rzally
means a lot to me, I am deaply grataful for any-
tning you do on my behalf.

I know you will keep in touch with m=,

~ith best regards, Iam

Sincerely,

Lyndqqn B, Johnson

Mrs. Virginia LCurr
17 Molton Street Building
Montgomary 4, Alabama
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Hnited States Serute
®ffice of the Bemocratic Tender
Bashington, B. C.
=

Mrs. Virginia Durr
, 17 Molton Street Building
Montgomery 4, Alabama
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Dear Cliff and Virginia:

' How nice to hear from you
‘_._-: s . across the span of yearsy We still keep
T Neth in touch with Aubrey Williams and I hope

R _.__ “ ‘_ L ‘,,—-"- - so much I'1]l get to see you if I ever get
. g 7 - . RS to Alabama again}
UL I I Affectionately ¢, ...
= Mr.andMrs, Clifford J, Durr

T : 17 Molton Street Building
Fgr o | Montgomery L, Alabama
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September 28,1960

Dear Virginia:

How I did enjoy hearing from you --
even though what you say about Alabama does sound
foreboding. Lyndon and I will be coming through
there October 13 on a whistle-stop tour that I
hope will include as many places as humanly
possible from one end of the state to the other,

We don't have the schedule as yet but
I am sure the papers will carry it, and I do yearn
to look out and see your face and Cliff's in the
crowd at whatever place you can be in, and at
least clasp your hands,

Obviously, this isn't the thorough
coverage I would like, but with fifty states and
few days this is the best we can do.

With love and hope that we can get

together at some quieter time,

Mrs. Clifford J. Durr ,}/

17 Molton Street Building
Montgomery 4, Alabama
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LYNDON B. JOHNSON
TEXAS

®ffice of the Bemocratic Teader
Bashington, B.C.
October 6, 1960

Dear Virginia:

Thanks for writing me and telling me
so frankly the "lay of the land" as you see it in
Alabama. Your personal appraisal and that Bob
Duke piece you sent along are helpful in sizing
up our strengths and weaknesses.

I sure hope things work out so we can get
together when I am down your way. You know, of
course, that as far as scheduling is concerned, I
have to leave those arrangements to others. But
I will be looking out for you and lisening for that
"hollering. "

I'm so proud of Bird and I know you are.

Mrs. Clifford ]J. Durr
17 Molton Street Building
Montgomery 4, Alabama

TRANSFERRED TO HANDWRITING FILE
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November 2, 1960

Dear Virginia:

Thank you for your letters
that come from time to time, and
the clippings I see from Alabama
that I know you send. Hopping and
skipping across the country as we
do, I don't have too much chance to
write but I do enjoy reading all the
correspondence that I find at the
ranch or the Washington house when
we stop for a weekend,

The turning point in the cam-
paign seemed to me to be first apparent
as we started on the whistle-stop and
begame increasingly more pronounced each
day. Ever since, wherever we go around
the United States we are sensing a Demo-
cratic victory.

Lyndon joins me in sending best

wishes to you and Cliff.

Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson

qudly,

Mrs, Clifford J. Durr
17 Molton Street Building
Montgomery 4, Alabama

TR
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LYNDON B. JOHNSON SYATE OFFICE:
7 V. L. Courthouss

Austin, Tenne
o N e PN ®ffice of the Bemocratic Weader
gat S 0P capelaph WULE BT o u%ngh.? a@.
g Novgm er 1 ,@'1960
R 1‘ _' Dear Cliff and Virginia:

Thau AL SER Thank you very much for your thoughtfulness

T T e R in writing to me. I appreciate your messages
A i and I hope that I can always conduct myself
LI in such a way as to justify your words.

0 8 * 4 " o < Warm regards.

: : ‘_' "_ Sincerely,

yndqgn B, Johnson
3 Hon. and Mrs. Clifford J. Dyer

e SR T el 17 Molton St. Bldg.
e G & TImE e ma TF . Montgomery 4, Alabama
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SR s Dear Virginia:

T - . _ 9 was shocked -- and grieved -- o hear
TP N CULE B about the editorial on M. Yustice Black in
L the Advertiser. No matter how thick a skin

one in public Life grous, things of this
kind cut Jeep.

The Senate Ladies Red (ross group has
scheduled the annual luncheon gon the
President s wife on April 25th. So 9 am
godng %o be My here on the day of zhe
Tuﬁeg.ee Institute dinnen for Mrs. Roo.sevelt.
Lym{onan.dﬂdo ﬁope.f.a be at a dinner in
R L W her honor on May 30th, 9 believe it is in

LOVQ 86'!.00! du 08( WUde i
s
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MRS. LYNDON BAINES JOHNSON

/na, 7, 19617

Dear Vi}r.spin.ia,

As you paoéaug hnow 6; now, Lyndon L4

unable to be in Buﬁu_ngf;am faa zhe ﬂe&‘fwon-
ﬂacédon an Dinner on the 712th agl /nay No one

seems 2o know exccdy how wond go.t out that he
would be there, because his schedule is such that
he M could not make the .t):.ip. 9'nm cﬁaa,opointed,
becawse 9 would 40 dove a nice lon;, un,iméu/wfu‘.ec{
chat with you.

9'm distressed 2o think Mus, Roosevelt would |
not have mone os‘ a Jze.cep.téon. in the atate 9 think
05‘ as my second home, and can only /wpe you were

pleasantly surprised.
With gond regards to you and 6&5‘5‘
Sin *x._g
N .44- <Ak

Mrs. L}ﬁdon B. Yohnson

Ms, CLliggond Durn
17 Modton Sireet Building
Montgomery, Alabama
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MRS.LYNDON BAINES JOHNSON

9une. 2, 7967

Dean Vagiﬁa,

Thanks 550):. ie,&’,ing. me about Aué/zeg. g
have written him a letten. 9 do /zope he is 9o£n9
2o be all Juigfd - ceu‘.a‘inlg, his 4atrong APM
will be woz:./ain? in his BLG.VOJ'L./

9t is exc&uc,éa.iing 1o see that the
trouble in Alabama has come p/ay.d.écallg close
enougft Zo you Zo. have youn can bunned,

With Blomf aegmdd Zo you and C&glgl

As even,
7=
Bhn ot e
< . J
Mrs. (Liggond Durn (., fj X e
17 Molton Sireet Building | T _7_/,, o
/Homfgome/cg, Alabama iéefuwc—wu_.@ oLge V-’-’--m--fx-r
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THE VICE PRESIDENT
. WASHINGTON
R August 15, 1961
“aia Bge Dear Virginia:
"- NPT Thanks very much for telling me about Aubrey.
LT I am very sorry to hear about the situation and
' ' I will write to him at once.
£ . Just keep me informed.
: Yo Warm regards.
Singerely yours,
. Johnson
e o PR Mrs. Virginia Durr
TR 17 Molton Street Building
S e B ® e Montgomery 4, Alabama
R, i
! TRANSFERRED T® HANBWRITING FILE
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Mrs. Virginia Durr
17 Molton Street Building
Montgomery 4, Alabama




THE VICE PRESIDENT
WASHINGTON
September 1, 1961

Dear Virginia:

If there is any word at all about Aubrey, just write
or wire me at my office. It will get to me, as he is

very much in my mind,

Miracles are still possible, but whatever happens, I
think all of us can look back on his lifetime with the
feeling that he was a man of great heart and rare

courage.

incerely yours,

B. Johnson

Mrs. Clifford J. Durr
17 Molton Street Building
Montgomery 4, Alabama
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Mrs, Clifford J. Durr
17 Molton Street Building

Montgomery 4, Alabama




TT .=
L

L AT,

Dear Virginia:

THE VICE PRESIDENT
WASHINGTON

September 8,

Lady Bird has passed your letter on to me and, as always,
I'm very happy to have your thinking.
believe that any important changes can be made in the Civil
Rights Commission legislation this year.

However, I don't

It is difficult to secure Congressional action on any aspect
of this problem. We have to do the best that we can with

what is available,
in a sensible manner.

With warm regards.

3

Mrs. Clifford J. Durr

But I hope that someday we can go forward

Sincerely yours,

17 Molton Street Building
Montgomery 4, Alabama
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MRS.LYNDON BAINES JOHNSON

Manch 14, 1963

Dear Virginia:

me’onandﬂ/ma(i.ﬁe MQMM
pleasure of meeting Peter Taft last night. 4
had put his name on my list of “attractive young :
men %o have out”, but didn't think it would be .

- guute 40 «oon.

We had a birthday party fon Lindy
Boggs and her very attractive Jau;/n.tu Barbara

brought Peter as her escort. He is really a
charming young man, and is certainly a great admirer
of the Durrs.

There is no need to protect our phone
number 40 MM --u&iniﬁcpbm-éoo&uu..
has been all gur years in Washingion -- juat don't
give it to anyone who Likes 2o call at two a.m.

Fondly,
FRANI & 20 “@ HANOWRITINS Fi ; .

/

m-w.«.zz;:.__ ‘
Mna. Cliggord Durn _7,\_,-6.,,,_5 x_m%
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MRS. LYNDON BAINES JOHNSON

December 2, 1963

Dear Virginia:

9 believe very strongly with Lyndon that
in the memonial to John Kennedy we should all
wm&iauiaé&ﬁ“anddi.dAOqud
of us can do -- is banishing the venom and hatred
2hat poidons our couniry. We, oo, have been
/mwa‘uad 6; the reaction of a few; but, Virginia,
Lalyaucowfdudiﬁemlu/ucﬁﬁuém pouring
into Lyndon and 4o me it would Ligt your spirit
and make you proud. So many, many people say that
ﬂuy want to rededicate themselves to Live each
a’ayab'.tde bit better., These sentiments, p.lu.d
the congidence of friends Like you both all around
the 9.[06¢, help give Lyndon cowv.a;a and z.bumfﬂl
fmiﬁcw&iﬁm‘.&u

with Love 2o you and GLL#.
eouan.a.ta/.;

. Lyndon 8. ﬂobuon

M. CU 9. D \.ﬂ....g.__..._._.ﬁ Ao

ED T <« NOWH TING Fil.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

1964

January 24,

irginia

>
Y
1]
A

ania,
Admittedly,
ption of me!

i

I adored seeing your daughter in Pennsylv

and am so glad she wrote you about it.
I know you and Cliff are going to have a

marvelous trip, and I don't know of anyone who

With best wishes,

would profit by it more. Do write me about your
experiences

I am a bit overwhelmed by her descr

T

Fondly,

. B 5 . e ]

e oy v AT

Zvadierat
f 3 1 L3
4% :
i

W
g B

d a
MBm
D
o
53
He o
53¢
PR
_..-.IO
= -3

iNer, o T oy Wexd

' .. .-‘ . o
e e 1 SR

- »x
e



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

/Hay 18, 1964

Dear Virginia,

Your interesting and newsy letter un-
fortunately did not reach me until 9 came back
from Geargia. 9t was neally a terribly reward-
Jlng .f.u,o

What a shame the week "81 the convention was
40 crowded fon me 9 couldn’t single out any one
group 2o do .domeﬁ,ing pa/dicula)t 8‘0}1 -= 9 shook
hands with most of the 3,000 Saturday necepiion
guu.td and o my cfe[x.?}u‘.ai least two oaliftem
Apo&e about 6ein9 younr Bljz.iem{.

9 have ondered the book you .dug.ge‘u‘. Blafl. the
91)1,[4 anc{méuelat - thank you 40 much glalz. yourn
helpfulness.

o
5 pt

e SN LN :l.::'v'\ -
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 15, 1964

Dear Virginia:

Thanks so much for your periodic
reports. They are fascinating and keep
us tied to the grass roots,

Affectionately,

Elizaleth Carpenter
Presd Secretary and Staff
Director to Mrs. Johnson

uMrs, Virginia Durr
Box 2173
Montgomery, Alabama



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 3, 1964

Dear Mrs. Durr:

Just a note to tell you that the Southeastern
States Workshop for the League of Women Voters
will be taking a Special Tour of the White House,

Thanks so much for keeping us posted on
things like this,

-

Sincerely,

Bess Abell
Social Secretary

Mrs. Clifford J. Durr
311 Montgomery Street
Montgomery 4, Alabama
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8%, (853%) lgr
. I€ you like the idea of the Bird and Sister piece let me know
and I will see if I can get it over as I want to.

-

CLIFFORD J. DURR !
ATTORNEY AT LAW
211 MONTGOMERY BSTRERT ! H

MONTGOMERY 4, ALABAMA, )
Thursdayy
Dearest Maggie:
| I amlterribly pleased you liked the piece. I have been
trying for so }ong to say something about "Southern Womanhood"
and hope I am finally getting tqzthe point.
The world is s; full of "unreason" and it has to be
'accepted and go on fpom there; ﬁnd I think Southern:WOmen ﬁave
grown up with "unreason" and have éone on frmm there. They have
'not lived in a rational woflqgnd of course sbme of fheﬁ have
become equally "unreasoﬁable'fbut for the most part I think they
havé sighed, accepted it, agd gone on to the éssentins that
& | . have to:be done . . | g
Lady Bird typified it'by the simple act d; cémieg
in frdh the funeral of‘fresidqnt Kennedy( certainly his death !

.was one of the greatest possible acts of "unreason'") and as

she walked in her house, she began pulling off hér hat and gldvas

to go to the kitchen to see if tﬁere was enough fried chitken ﬁo go
arougd and how many women have come in from bupying their dead

and gone to frying chicken S0 the:sﬁrvivors could be fed. It is
-the emﬁhasis on tﬁe immediate nebessity, butting aside their

fears and terrors and giief. P’thiq} they may have iearned this
acceptance of necessity from the Negro women ®ho had to accept
"unre;son" ( even to the poiﬁt of seeing their own children go)

and go on living and providipng for the living. I don't'think they
: P aunntl

™ i 5 ;
have expected enough, either~the white or the colored’ but: I do o
: B
*" think they have 1eareed how to save the world of what will be left
: of it after the men blow .it up. What do you think about a title

‘lmm PennE § $ud pon the Mngnmuin" which goes on in the Bibla ,,{1"

& L
. ; & ! - ;
P : - . 8 5 v
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of course don't know chapter and verse) which goes as I remember it,
5 gﬁ’;eautiful Upon the Mountain are tha Feet of those who bring
good?tidings".

Here was my sister married to a man who was a member of the
KKK and he becomes one of the chief legal bulwarks of integration.

as a Supreme Court Justice.
Here was Bird whose husband took part in every filibuster there

was- went through the same old procedure of orating nonsense every

time, and he turns out as President' of the United States and gets -

the Civil Rights Bill through. I know in my sister's case that she
was closely bound by love to a number of Negro women, from her very

earligst ﬁabyhood, and as you said in your "PROFRESSIVE" piece, it

was love, no matter how much the 'mew Negro' derides it, and she suffered

.Jaﬁ‘ Ld—bl
fpe the Negroes, it was not any intellecutal exercise on her part of

reason and right and law and order, it was identification, she suffered

vwith them , not for them, because she loved ﬂaém, and I know the same
is true in Bird's case, she was raised by a Negro woman after her
mother diqd,and she loved her, and she suffered with the Negroes and
for them too, and in the midst of filibuster, KKK, and all of the
usual Southern oratory and spouting off about pure, white Southern
womanhood, they'simply went on and did what they had to do and loved
their husbands and children =z -awd never admit#bd thelr husgands
husbands were iight, accepted it but never gave in. AND THEY CHANGED
THEM. Of course neither husband will 1like it, that is a problem, shall
we consider their feelings? Wht d6 you think?

Lots of love, Va.

I mm so plemsed you liked the piece.

—h‘
{'xtno; (xero
coPyY | COPY |

|

XERO|
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Auguat 21, 1967

Dean VM?J.M

That was an abs dean lettern! 9 think a
tape )Leconafing 654 you would add warmth and dimension

o the 4tony of oun Lives. 9 am godng to mention it
2o Drn. Bahmen.

We saw Hugo the othen M?jli He still has the
4pinit and verve despite the le years. You
wild be glac{j_o hean that Kittie Mae is Mleadi.n?
a very active and /mppy ,&.Bfa e plagx'.ng fm,ic@a, taking
Arips and 6ej.n9 with hen gﬂ.tzm{cﬁildrmn. Tﬁough much
03‘ the real substance 03‘ At must have gone out with
Senaton W.Ox..tgl death.

9 rememben meeting Mus. [ivingston when she /:e.#ze.c{
on the exhibit cases at the Bogﬁaodﬂom Ain gofmdon

(ity. She is a delightful person.
With much Love 4o you and Chﬁ,

s, _ Qs ”ﬁ‘“ﬁﬁ’“}

Mww""‘*‘
f”\'%m
Mﬁ%ra,ﬂ,f:dao}

Mus. Cligfond Durn
2 Felder Avenue
MOm‘.gomeJr.g, Alabama
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Snawall Tovas

April 23, 1973

Dear Vinginia:

The maif has been mountainous, it is thrue,
but 1 have been grneatly touched by the many ways
in which people express thein sympathy. Some of
the most wondenful Letters are from strangens,
necalling an incident, a contact, with Lyndon --

" what he said, the impression he Left with them,
on some action that affected thein Lives for the
better. They will be treasures for Lynda and
Lucd and a better sounrce than history books fon
thein chilfdren to know Lyndon's goodness.

1 keep reminding myself that he Lived sixty-
gourn yearns of usefulness. What more could a pen-
son ask? And, how grateful 1 am to have shared
thinty-eight of those yeans with him!

The story in the Washington paper that 1
would be Living in Washington was inaccurnate.
Lynda and Chucg have bought some property thene
gon a home Later on, but the only plans 1 have
dorn a homeplace are the LBJ Ranch and a Little
apartment we have had for many, many years 4in
Aus tin when we wanted 2o spend the night. Aften
everything Levels off and 1 am able Zo call some
time my own, 1 hope To travel once or twice a
yean to places 1 have never been and Lo some
that call me back.

Yes, 1 do have copies of Lyndon's necent
Lettens to you, and he would show me the Leittenrs
gnom you and CLiff§ as they came in. They, along
with all of his other comnrespondence and papenrs,
are carefully preserved at the Library for all
time to come. The professional archivists anre

TRANSFERRED YO HANDWRITING FILE
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sLowly neviewing everything before it is made
pubfic and available to neseanchers, except Mary
Rathen and Mildred Stegall will screen all of his
personal paperns. They are not archivists, but
Lyndon thought because of their Long association
with him, theinr hnowtedﬂe 0f 40 much of his Life
and his associations, that they would best under-
stand how to handle those paperns. 11 will take
yearns before all of this is accomplished.

Thank you for your Letten of February and
all the sweet thoughts about Lyndon and for us.
1 hope that CLif§ has continued 2o improve and 4is
feeling really, nreally good now.

With much affection gor both of you,

Sincenely, Ceedr ‘4—:-.-7__
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May 31, 1973

Dear Mrs. Durr:

As Mrs. Johnson was hurriedly leaving the
office today to attend the University of Texas
Board of Regents meeting in Galveston, she asked
me to tell you how much she appreciated your letter
of May twenty-third. As always, she enjoyed being
brought up to date on all your news.

Mrs. Johnson has taken steps to have
Elizabeth Black invited to the commencement exer-
cises at the University of Virginia on Sunday. She
thanks you for your thoughtfulness and hopes that
Mrs. Black will be able to come.

With warm regards,
Sincerely,

Cossn R

(Mrs.) Carole Bryant
Secretary to
Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson




FRIENDS OF THE M{], LIBRARY

2313 RED RIVER AUSTIN, TEXAS 78705
July 9, 1973

Mrs. Virginia Foster Durr
Box 300 G, Route 4
Wetumpka, Alabama 36092

Dear Mrs. Durr:

On behalf of the Organizing Committee, I want
to extend our appreciation to you for becoming
a charter sustaining member of the Friends of
the LBJ Library.

As our procedures develop, you will be hearing
from us about the activities -~ which you are
helping to make possible -- that will perpetuate
the hopes President Johnson had for his Library.

To launch your membership, you will receive a
copy of LBJ: Images Of A Vibrant Life, a book
about President Johnson which has just been
published by the Friends of the LBJ Library.

If at any time you have any questions concerning
the organization or the Library itself, please
feel free to call upon me.

Sincerely yours,

bt b

Harry J. Middleton
Executive Director

A DIVISION OF THE LYNDON BAINES JOHNSON FOUNDATION
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July 10, 1973

Mrs., Clifford J. Durr
Box 300G Route Four
Wetumpka, Alabama 36092

Dear Mrs. Durr:

Before she left for Europe, Mrs. Johnson asked me if I
would respond to your letter to her of June 25, and explain
the “status of the Zale Award for Civil Rights.

The Awards Committee met on June 23 to make its decision,
After condisering a broad range of persons who have all made
decided contributions to the cause of Civil Rights, the Committee
determined that the Zale Civil Rights Award this year would

go to Mr. Roy Wilkins, The award will be presented to him

in October.

Inasmuch as I am a stranger to you (although your name is
well known to me as a long-time friend of President and Mrs.
Johnson's), I hope you will forgive the presumptuousness of
my responding to you in Mrs. Johnson's stead. But I am sure
you will understand that her final days before departure were
rather hectic ones, and she did want you to have a full under-
standing of the status of the award.

Sincerely yours,
Harry J. Middleton \
Director

Itk aRY ADM NI TiR: - BY TH' NATIDNAL ARCH Vi . ANO R OR - RVI S el L WICY . ADMISI TRATI



Snowall Tavas

Septemben 17, 1973

Dearn CLig§ and Virgindia:

What a delightful interlude younr
sweet and newsy Letten brought, telling of
your summer plans and trip to England, Scotland
and Salzbuig.,

ALthough it arnived before 1 depanrted
g§on Eunope with Lynda and Chuck, I am fust now
delving into a mountain of mail that has awaited
my netwin. 1 do hope you will 5oniiuc the gver
Long delay in writing you. How 1 hope your
visit in Europe was fun-filled and a happy one.

Thank you forn your dear comments about
my commencement address at the Univensity of
Virginia. 1 am pleased to send you a copy
0§ that address.

I am also delighted to know zou have
become members of the Friends of the LBJ Libranry.
Thank you, thank you =~ for your heartwarming
éontribution and membership in our new organiza-
tion,

With wortds of appreciation and all
affectionate regards,
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November 12, 1973 M o.%md

Dear Virginia:

Thank you so much, Virginia, for sending the
clipping. I do not have a clipping service and
I only chance to see them on a hit or miss basis.

I have passed your idea about a Symposium on
National Health Insurance on to the University
committee which plans and organized the Symposia
held at the Library. There will be one Symposium
a year, and the subject for the one for 1974 has
already been selected. Health was a major interest
of Lyndon's and the Library is bursting with papers
which hold the story of his efforts in health in those
years. Ibelieve that sometime this will be the subject
of one of our conclaves, and National Health
Insurance will have an important part in it.

I've just returned from a visit to Lynda and Chuck

in Richmond, combined with a meeting in Washington,
D.C. about the LBJ Memorial Grove, and a trip to
Chapel Hill, North Carolina, and finally ending with

a stop in Houston. There I ran into our mutual

friend, Red James, now a Judge. We had a happy talk.

Lo, Ris

Much love,

TRA
RANSFERRED Te HANBWRITING FILE



November 29, 1973 Sonswall Thvas

Dear Virginia:

Your letters are always like a breath of

Spring. I love reading them and knowing how
involved you are with the world. Next week I

have plans to meet with a group of students from
the LBJ School of Public Affairs -- I hope

their interest and commitment to national concerns
will be at least half as strong as yours!

Thank you for your thoughts and your kindness.
I have written Judge Rives, and send you my love.

TRANSp
ERRED Te HANDWRITING FILE
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January 29, 1974 Snewall Taras

Dear Virginia:

A letter from you, so full of life
and interests and activities, is always
welcome, and never more so than during
last week when so many memories were
stirring.

I was interested to hear about your
projects and sorry I can't be encouraging
about that invitation. My Washington trips
are so hurried and brimming over before
and after. So please understand and know
how nice it is anytime to hear from you...
and especially now.

ANSFERRED T® HANBWRITING FILE




FRIENDS OF THE (:/1% LIBRARY

2313 RED RIVER AUSTIN, TEXAS 78705

Dear Friend of the LBJ Library:

As we commemorate the first anniversary of the
Friends of the LBJ Library, we can look back with
satisfaction on a very successful beginning year.
The organization has grown to include 1, 000
members who are contributing to important
Library projects.

"~ Through your membership in the ""Friends, ' you
have in this past year helped to bring distinguished
speakers to the Library, provided tour guides, and
given research grants to scholars for study in the
Library. Your participation has enabled the Library
to become more than a depository for presidential
papers -- it has furthered President Johnson's goal
of making this institution a national center for
discussion and understanding of critical issues
facing the country.

It is now time to renew your Charter Membership
in the "Friends,' Enclosed is your Membership
Card for the coming year. We hope you will return
your annual donation in the enclosed envelope.

On behalf of the Organizing Committee, your
continuing contribution is warmly appreciated.

Sincerely,
.

/Lué-./l/a.w.n.,

Mike Naeve
Associate Director

Enclosures

A DIVISION OF THE LYNDON BAINES JOHNSON FOUNDATION
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ENCLOSED IS MY CONTRIBUTION FOR RENEWAL OF MY
ANNUAL SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP ($50.00)

PLEASE APPLY MY CONTRIBUTION TOWARD A LIFETIME
MEMBERSHIP OF $1,000 (OR MORE)

ALL CONTRIBUTIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH EXISTING INTERNAL REVENUE LAWS,

ENCLOSED IS MY CHECK FOR MADE PAYABLE
TO THE FRIEMDS OF THE LBJ LIBRARY.'

MR. (AND) MRS., MISS, MS.

STREET

CITY STATE ZIP

TELEPHONE
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Mr. and Mrs. Clifford J. Durr
Box 300G, Route 4
Wetumpka, Alabama 36092
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Dear Vinginda:

I enjoyed your newsy Letter, as 1 always do,
and see that your Rife stays as busy and full as
mine does. Among our common Linteresis are oux
daughters and grandchildrén, Lucd has fust had
another Little ginl who has been named Rebecda.

About those Letiten copies, we will be more
Zhan pleased 2o have any and every item you would
Like 10 send fon the LBI Library collection.
That 48 one of my concentrations this year, help-
ing to build up the holdings here for historians,
and you will help us in that direction with any
- contributions you can make.

Kitty Mae now Lives 4in Rochestern, Minnesota,
near her daughter and son-in-Law, Dr, and Mis,
James Cain, It is always a pleasure Lo have wond
6ﬁom her and the memowy-stinnings zthat come with
Zhem,

The same goes for you, 80 thanks again for
writing and for Zhat generous 4invitation. One
day, perhaps, 1'LL be ablLe fo take you up on a
nice offer Like that.

Fondly,
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C]i”()r(l J. Durr
Box 300G Route Four
Wctumplca, A]al)ania 36092

July 8th, 1974

Dearest Bird:

Thank you for the pictures and books which I prize \\
very much indeed. I am collecting all of yours and Lyndon's
letters and wonder if you want copies? I am turning over every-
thing of public interest to the Alabama Archives, who are now
very much interested in all the historical material they can get
on the Civil Rights struggle, the Johnson and Black achievements -

and yet while it was taking place, they did not show any interest
at all!

I was so disappointed I did not get to Washington
for .the Movie but with four daughters and nine grandchildren,
my time is often not my own, but I love having them. Lulah and
her husband were here all the month of June, he is an interne
at the Birmingham Medical Center and they are just settled in
an apartment in Birmgham. It is wonderful having them so clas.

I know you refuse to comment or take action on poli-
tical matters but I am enclosing this account of George Wallac8's
political plans to show you how dangerous his plans are for any
kind of come back for the Democratic Party. George is NOT A DEMO
RAT, never has been really except at the beginning, he is a rule
or ruin person, if he is not the head and center , he will spoil
it, and that is what he did in 1972, he came into t he Democratic
Party as a spoiler and succeeded in doing a great deal of damage
and I think bhe is planning the same thing in 1976, if he lives,
Cornelia is a Folsom and I think a Democrat, but the crowd around

him are simply leeches and want him to do whatever brings in the
most money.

What makes me so mad is that at times he claims the
mantle of Franklin D, Roosevelt, Hugo Black AND LYNDON B. JOHNSON,
just a good ole country boy like Hugo and Lyndon who is touched with
genius! or a cripple like FDR, who was also touched with genius, If
I thought he had anything of any of them in him, I would not be so
frightened of his influence, but I think he is for one thing alone
which is power for George Wallace, which means the leeches around
him run- the State and steal the money, while he is the front man
and "FRIEND OF THE LITTLE MAN" but getting his money mostly from
the Big Rich in Texas, who are not and never were Democrats, as you
very well know. I will never forget Kitty Mae's friends! in Austin.
Where and how is Kitty Mae? Is she still living? She was such a
sweet woman and Alvin too, I think he thought Lyndon was his son
the only son he ever had. :

Lots of love and come to Alabama when you can,
We would love to have you. We will be home most of the Summer but
I hope to get to Martha's Vineyard in August but Cliff wm't go, I
1ove it, but he does not like it at all, even *though two of our
daughers and most of the grandchildren w111 be there. Love again. Va

A



Sonswall Tavas

Uhat a marvelous way o begin the New Year!
9 would Aurp/# adore to .see you, and 9 am so0 ftappy Ao
know you ‘re coming %o Auwstin,

You must save at least two Jagmalona.u‘.aycuﬁ
the Ranch with me, and 9 would love to be youn gu,«.a’e
through the Library while you're here. Since 9 must
ma ke an.inpcm.tam‘.bu'p eM.ly x}t}eéfuw:g, an.a/ﬂma%
go 2o Mexico 8‘0}:. a cau'o.le of weeks mcﬁaiely there-
after, anytime between January 25th and Januanry 28:h
would be best 8‘01:. me., HoPesluug, this will 5l.u£ Anto
youn schedule,

Do let me know your P.Iaru. 9 am s0 Looking
ataxwa./u{ 4o seeing ycm.’

Sincerely, essd—



https://naA.Vel..or

Dean Vinginia:

As .gery,oec{ om.&.&m--éutﬂ’

sorry you can't 6e here the weekena/

because 9 ﬁaz'm oiiong sty gau..
But, 9 want s0 much %o see you uﬁen gou come,

am going %o hold .7361:44@5; 25th and 262h Blcm. a visit
with you MJCL.BLB‘. 94 that all Jdgﬁi? Do let me
know 40 9 won't let anything get in our way.

You are a dear to 08‘8‘0!. copies 035 youn conres-
Pom{en.ce with ﬁugo and Lgna’on to the [BY Liﬁ/u:uzg, and
we would just adore to have them! They would be a
moat welcome addition, and 9 would be 40 grategul #o

you.

V.i/tgj:;ia, as you know, my Blm a.Uegiauce A4
Zo the Lym{an Baines Yohnson LLAJIGJI# and all 03( my
aug.inalcom.d ondence is in its cu.d.tocé; At this
Pa.i.m‘., 9 have not o#ama.u# Zurned over my papens Zo
the Llﬁluuy but this will be done in the fu.tw:e and
ﬂd.mp.[y cow%{tpa/u‘.au,t/: any og‘ny olugxnal.d Since
you said that copies would nat do fon the Schlesingenr

TRANSFERRED T® HANDWRITING FILE
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January 22, 1975
Page 2

Li&/m/ty at Radcla#je, 9 regret that we can't be ogz
/ze#; Lo you.

NG et
TRAH!FERRID T® HAHBme




Clinon:l J. Durr
Box 300G Route Four
Wctumpkn, Alabama 36092

March 17th, 1975

Dear Dr. Middleton:

Thank you for your letter. Yes indeed, I would
love to have the orignals of the Johnson letters, but Bird said she
did ndt want them to be deposited anywhere except in the Johnson
Library, and we had planned to give them to the Alabama Archives along
with all of the testof our papers, or send them to the Schlesinger
Library at Eadcliffe College , where there is a collection in my name,
the Virginia Foster Durr Collection,

This is due to my word for the franchise, against
the Poll Tax and against segregation, which Lyndon brought finally to
a successful and triumphant conclusion, After years and years}

Therefore I want to be sure that Bird agrees that
they €ould go either to the Alabama Archives or to the Radcliffe
Library eventually!

We did enjoy our visit to Texas , especially Austin
and the Ranch, but Dallas left a bad taste which I still feel, Cliff
was on three radio call-in programs, and I never heard such a collection
of kooks, anti semites, nazis, racists, and just plahn crazy people in
my lffe. I really was shocked beyond words. We have some of them here
but not so many and I am very much afraid these people are going to
elect Wallace, they are all his followers, in spite of his professions

of change, which I do not believe. The contrast between Dallas and Austin
is startling.

I was very much interested in talking to Lucy and to

Mary Rather on the evening of the dinner party, when they both told me
the same thing, of Lyndon's anguish during the last years of his Presi-
dency. I wonder if either or both of them have been taped, or is this
too mrivate? It corresponds with my idea of Lyndon,whom I always thought
was a man of deep feeling , which he often tried to cover over but did
not always succeed. His life long devotion and dependence and admiration
for Bird was one of the most devoted love affairs I have everm witnessed
and the picture of him as a ruthless, autocratic dictator is entirely
opposite from my memories of him, I wonder if we made that plain on the
tape and on the radio interview with the LBJ radio station? Did you
hear it? I think our fondness for Lyndon, our admiration for his great
qualities and our appreciation for what he did for the South is made
more believable because we disagreed wth him on the War, very much so.
Mr. Gillette said we were the first "Southern Liberals'" who had made

a tape about him with so much admiration and affection, and I think

this is sad as I think Lyndon freed the South , as Lincoln freed the
slaves, completed the job .

Let me know what Bird says about the letters and
we would be delighted to have the originals. Sincerjyy, Virginia Durr

A LA NN



Mrs

Clifford J. Duer
‘ Box 300G Route Four
Wetumpl&q., Alabama 36092

March 31, 1975

Dear Mr. Middleton:

Thank you for sending us the article by
Mr, Williams., We had read most of it in "Southern Voices'" and
we do not agree with it. We knew both.men and think there was
-very little connection between Lyndon and Huey Long, although
both of them tried to help the poor people of the South and did.
. But the big difference was that Haey had. no
respect for the political process and Lyndon loved it. Huey ruled
by fear, and terror and was a dictator and Lyndon had the highest
respect for the political process and used it to the fullest and
I certainly, do not think he was in any way a Dictator.

I think Lyndon made errors of judgment and we
never agreed with him on the War, as my letters will tell if you
have them, but while we thought he was wrong about the War and
still do, we think he was lied to and misled by the Kennedy people
he inherited,and what is coming out about the CIA, certainly shows
he based jis judgments on wrong information furnished him. But
Lyndon was never a dictator in any way that I know of, he was a
politician to his finger tips and was simply passionate about the
whole political process . I am enclosing a clipping which shows
so clearly what I believe I said both in the brgppdcast and in the
interview, that whatever Lyndon's mistakes may have been, he will
be remembered because he freed the South a second time and gertainly
the Negroes feel it as this will show, and I think more and more

white people are beginning to realize what he did for them.


https://certainly.do

I think he and my brother in law, Hugo Black, were responsible for
taking the awful burdens of segregation and disenfranchisement off of
the South and it is for this they will be remembered and for the fight
for free speech as well.

We still have a long way to go to get a just society in this
country, but while the South was a rotten borough and could distort
and nullify the political process, there was not much hope, but now
that the South is free I hope there is hope, although when I see Wallace
leading the polls, I get discouraged as I think he is a very dangerous
man, like Huey Long he has no respect for people or for the political
rocess.

We appreciate what you send us and are very much interested
in it. We enjoyed meeting you and hope to see you and Mrs. Middleton
again, Give our regards to Mike Gillette as well., Also Mary Rather
i8 she is still there. Please send me the name of Mrs. Johnson's
Secretary? I cannot find it and want to send her a request which I

do not want to bother Bird about.

Sincerely yous,
l/ ¢ Q‘_A)VK_.:

Virginia Durr



Clifford J. Duer
Box 300G Route Four -

Wetumpl(a, Alabama 36092 ]

April 30th, 1975

Dear Mr. Middleton:

Thank you for your very hice letter. I do indeed
disagree that Lyndon and Huey were alike, In the first place I always
thought Lyndon was a gentleman, he acted like one when I saw him and
I know his Mother was a lady. Huey was decidedly not a gentleman in
any sense of the wordk- in fact I thinkhe was a would be dictator. He
was also extremely vulgar in his language, his habits (scratching and
picking and rubbing himself all the time) his clothes, which were as
loud as could be and his private life was not one to be admired to put
it mildly. The only thing in which I think they wese alike is that
they tried to help the poor folks,

The Black causus of the Alabama Democratic Party
had a big meeting and Dinner on Saturday night where the Lyndon
Baines Johnson Freedom Award was given to Dr, C. G. Gomillion of
TusHegee Institute , who was a pioneer in the right to vote struggls.
I sent the clippings to Bird and I hope you write and get the full
program and speech as I think they would be an addition to the collec-
tion. - What I believe about Lyndon is that he is going down in History
as the man who finally did free the South from its terrible historical
burden of guilt amd shame and segregation and disenfrenchisement, and he
was a Southern man himself which made it so much better. Also he did
it by political means, and even if he is accused of "arm twisting" it
seems a small charge compared to the horrors of the Civil War and the
devastation and ruin that resulted from it. I do prefer politics to War!

As for the letters! Naturally the Alabama Archives
wants them badly, and I have turned over to them the copies and a lot
of correspondence with a five year proviso before it is opened, I think
Hugo Black and Lyndon shared in the fight to free the South and the
Alabama Archives are trying to build up a Hugo Black collection, and
naturally they want everything of his they can get, but he left his
papers to the Library of Congress and Lyndon left his to_the Library
there at the University of Austin and so perhaps they had better rest
there. The main thing is I want to do what Bird wants, as I feel she is
the one who has been the heir to Lyndon's life and accomplishments, and
whether they are there or in the Archives of Alabama makes no great
difference to me, I am pleased and proud that Lyndon wrote me before
he died,(and I am sure you have a copy of that letter] that I had been
of some fluence on his thinking, that is enough for me! personally
I have left my personal letters or most of them to the Schlesinger
Library at Radcliffe as my first revolt came against the myth of
. "Southern Womanhood™" and this is a Library that contains the records
of women and we are still struggling! Still have a long way to go to
be equal or free.

Sincerely yours, é:;lbfbﬁ\~
Virginig Dur;
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