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Creator:  Alford, Dorothy Burkett, 1920-2012 
 
Biographical sketch: 
Dorothy Burkett Alford, also known as Palmie (b. Dorothy Jean Burkett, July 4, 1920, Eastland, 
Texas-d. March 17, 2012, San Antonio, Texas), secretary. She spent her early years in California 
and Texas, graduating from Manual Arts High School in Los Angeles, California in 1936 and 
attending the University of Texas in Austin, Texas. She trained as a legal secretary and worked 
for attorneys and political figures during her career, including Congressman Lyndon B. Johnson, 
and managed the campaign offices for Congressman Lyndon B. Johnson and Judge Ralph 
Yarborough. Alford also worked for the State Democratic Executive Committee as Executive 
Secretary during the tenure of Governor Preston Smith and as secretary to several committees 
at State Democratic conventions. She married Sam B. Plyler in 1940 and Colonel David Gaston 
Alford in 1972. The Alfords lived in Wichita Falls, Texas before moving to Air Force Village II in 
San Antonio, Texas. She is the daughter of Judge and Mrs. Joe W. Burkett of Eastland, Texas. 
Alford is interred in Eastland City Cemetery in Eastland, Texas. 
 
 
Scope and content note: 
The papers of Dorothy Palmie Alford, Former Secretary to Congressman Lyndon Johnson, 
consist of a photocopy of a 13 page written speech prepared by Congressman Lyndon Johnson 
for Attorney General Tom Clark to give at a Democratic dinner in Dallas in 1946.  The collection 
also contains a list of district and county men during the 1948 Senate Campaign. 
 

• Date range of collection:  1946-1948  
• Extent is negligible (37 pages) 
• Available for research. (Open 12/13/93) 
• 1 series 
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