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The Tolerance Of Violence

PERHAPS the marching of Negroes
to the old slave market in St. Augustine
in order to hold public prayers there
is a form of hysteria. But at least it is
unarmed hysteria. It offers no threat to
violence. It merely serves peacefully
to advertise their protest against dis-
crimination.

But the massing of men with sticks
and clubs, shouting insults, is hysteria
of a far more dangerous kind. This
could lead to another round of turmoil
and bloodshed in the South.

It is hard to believe that this could
happen just 60 miles north of Daytona
Beach.

* % %

OUR REPRESENTATIVE who wit-
nessed the scene Thursday night, says
that the contrast was marked—a show
of unreasoning hatred and scorn
against one of great courage and
peaceful intent. If the Negroes wished
to dramatize their impatience with
their lot, it was only with words of
prayer that they did so, not with sticks
and clubs.

In their eyes was determination, but
not hatred.

For this, St. Augustine should be
grateful perhaps to Martin Luther
King’s Southern Christian Leadership
Conference for taking over leadership
in the festering racial tension in that
city.

This leadership says to the Negroes:
“Do not think of these people as Whites
—don't judge them on the basis of their

color. Keep love in your hearts for
them. You must go on loving them,
even if they set upon you. If you must
hate, hate only what is eating at them
and has made them this way—the sys-
tem. But do not hate your brether, the
White man.”

The rabble rousers with the sticks
and stones are flagging another mes-
sage. In effect it is: “Hate Negroes
who have the audacity to think they
have rights in our democracy. Shut
your hearts. Be prepared to beat and
even to kill.”

& » *

WE BELIEVE that a strong effort is
needed by the state government to end
this conflict in St. Augustine. Let its
representatives gather around the con-
ference table with leadership in the
city and formulate some ground rules
for demonstrations, and resolve to en-
force them.

Then let the Negroes hold their pray-
er session in the old slave market—on
official invitation—with police prepared
to protect them. Let them get their
message across to any listeners.

All hurlers of invectives and insults
and brandishers of sticks and clubs
should be arrested.

And then the leading citizens should
get together in a spirit of calm de-
termination to work out rational solu-
tions to the city's racial problems.

The tolerance of violence can lead
only to more violence and a bad name
for St. Augustine and for Florida.






December 16, 1963

Dear Mr, Hunter:

On behalf of the President, 1 welcome the opportunity to reply

to your September 27 letter and clear up what appears to be a
misunderstanding regarding the Florida State Advisory Committee's
report to the United States Commission on Civil Rights on the
Advisory Committee's August 16 open hearing in your community.

Public Law 87-586 did not provide for Federal appropriations for
the work of the 5t. Augustine QOuadricentennial Commission. No
such funds have been appropriated to date. In the event that
Congress should authorize the Executive Branch to use such
monies for the Cuadricentennial Commission's work, we would

of course be mindful of cur duty to follow the safeguards provided
by the Constitution of the United States. This would be true

even without the reminder from the Florida State Advisory
Committee that ''The Federal Goverament should closely scrutinize
any expenditure of Federal funds that may tend to support segrega-
tion, discrimination and repression in 5t. Augustine, "

Your own expression of friendship for the Negro citizens of your
city is heartening.

Sincerely,

Lee C. White
Assistant Special Counsel
to the President

Mr, Connie H., Hunter, Jr.
38 Bayview Drive

St. Augustine, Florida
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
ROUTE SLIP

(To Remain With Correspondence)

itk Walter Posen PROMPT HANDLING IS ESSENTIAL.
WHEN DRAFT REPLY IS REQUESTED

: THE BASIC CORRESPONDENCE MUST

Asel. to o Ses BE RETURNED. IF ANY DELAY IN

Dept. of Intest or SUBMISSION OF DRAFT REPLY IS

ENCOUNTERED, PLEASE TELEPHONE
OFFICE OF THE SPECIAL COUNSEL.

Date_ OCte 30, 1963

FROM THE SPECIAL COUNSEL

ACTION: comment

Draft reply

For direct reply

For your information

For necessary action

For appropriate handling

See below

Remarks:

Lir to the President from Connie H. Hunter, Jr., 38 Bayview Drive,
St. Augustine, Florida dated 9/27/63.

GPO 16—76092-1

By direction of the President:

Lee C. White

Assistant Special Counsel
to the President
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE
ROUTE SLIP

(To Remain With Correspondence)

TO Walter Posen PROMPT HANDLING IS ESSENTIAL,
WHEN DRAFT REPLY IS REQUESTED

Agst. to the Sec. THE BASIC CORRESPONDENCE MUST

BE RETURNED. IF ANY DELAY IN

Dept. of Interd or SUBMISSION OF DRAFT REPLY IS

ENCOUNTERED, PLEASE TELEPHONE
OFFICE OF THE SPECIAL COUNSEL.

Date_O€te 30, 1963

FROM THE SPECIAL COUNSEL

ACTION: cComment

Draft reply

For direct reply —

For your information

For necessary action

For appropriate handling

See below

Remarks:

Lir to the President from Conaie H. Huater, Jv., 38 Bayview Drive,
St. Augustine, Florida dated 9/27/63.

GrPo 16—T6902-1

By direction of the President:

Lee C, White

Agsistant Special Counsel
to the President
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" U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
CoMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR
ROOM 429, HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

OFFICIAL BUSINESS

PERSONAL

Mr. Walter Jenkins
The White House

Washington, D. C.
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' FAX SAN DIEGO CALIF 29 503P PDT
THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE _
1 AM WIRING YOU OUT OF THE UTMOST URGENCY. AS YOU MUST xnou;
ALL SEMBLANCE OF LAW AND ORDER HAS BROKEN DOWN AT ST AUGUSTINE,
FLORIDA. IN THE LAST FORTY = EIGHT HOURS, WE HAVE WITNESSED
RAW AND RAMPANT VIOLENCE EVEN BEYOND MUCH OF WHAT WE HAVE
EXPERIENCED IN ALABAMA AND MISSISSIPPI.

OUR DEMONSTRATIONS HAVE BEEN ABSOLUTELY NONVIOLENT. YET THE

ONLY POLICE RESTRAINT HAS BEEN DIRECTED AT THOSE WHO SEEK THE
JUST GOALS OF OUR DEMOCRATIC HERITAGE IN THE NATION'S OLDEST
CITY. ONE OF MY CLOSEST AIDES HAS BEEN BRUTALLY BEA?EN, NEWSMEN
HAVE BEEN ATTACKED AND THEIR CAMERAS DESTROYED, THE HOMES OF
OUR PEOPLE HAVE BEEN SHOT INTO AND AT LEAST THREE ATTEMPTS

AT ASSASSINATION HAVE BEEN MADE AGAINST SCLC STAFF.

WE CALL ON YOU AS PRESIDENT OF OUR NATICON TO USE THE INFLUENCE
OF YOUR HIGH OFFICE TO IMMEDIATELY PROVIDE FEDERAL PROTECTION
THROUGH THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE FOR THE MEMBERS OF THE NEGRO
COMMUNITY WHO SEEK REDRESS OF THEIR GRIEVANCES UNDER THE FIRST



AMENDMENT « THE CHIEF OF POLICE HAS PUBLICLY ADMITTED THAT HE
DOES NOT HAVE THE RESOURCES TO RESTRICT THE VICLENT ONSLAUGHT
OF THE RACIST OPPOSITION. WE CANNOT IN GOOD CONSCIENCE POSTPONE
OUR NONVICLENT THRUST MERELY BECAUSE VIOLENCE HAS ERUPTED
AGAINST US BUT WE SINCERELY BELIEVE THAT AS AMERICAN CITIZENS
OUR RIGHT TO PEACEABLE ASSEMBLY MUST BE GUARANTEED AND NOT '
ABRIDGED BECAUSE OF THE UNRESTRAINED LAWLESSNESS OF THE KLAN
ELEMENT, UNLESS IMMEDIATE AND DECISIVE ACTION IS TAKEN, THOSE
WHO HAVE DEGENERATED TO THE USE OF VICLENCE WILL BE ENCOURAGED
AND THERE WILL BE INESCAPABLY THE NEEDLESS LOSS OF LIFE AND

PROPERTYe VERY TRULY YOURS
MARTIN L KING JRe PRES S.C.L4Cs



TELEGRAM
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CABLEGRAM O
June 10, 1964

Mr, Wyatt Tee Walker

Executive Director

Southern Christian Leadership Conference
Adanta, Georgia

This is in reply to your telegram to the President regarding

the visit to St, Augustine of Martin Luther King, Jr. I have

this afternoon been advised that State Personnel adequate to
maintain order in St. Augustine have been sent to that City.

F Bl agents on the scene are under continuing instructions to
provide up to the minute reports and any additional information
that you may have should continue to be made available to the

Justice Department.

Lee C, White
Associate Special Counsel
to the President

cc: James Kynes, Attorney General, State Capitol, Tallahassee, Florida



| € :.nl"‘uﬁl.'---w.

#JU 9 FMH 04
OWAQ4S PD

FAX ATLANTA GA JUN ® 717P EST
THE PRESIDENT

THE WHITE HOUSE

DEAR MR. JOHNSON: I HAVE BEEN EMPOWERED BY THE BOARD OF SCLC TO
REGISTER WITH YOU OUR UTTER DISMAY THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
HAS TAXEN NO PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES TO SAFEGUARD THE LIFE OF DR.
MARTIN LUTHER KING AND THE STAFF OF SCLC NOW ON ASSIGNMENT IN ST.
AUGUSTINE, FLORIDA. IN THE WAKE OF DOCUMENTED LAWLESSNESS THE
ARMED ATTACK ON OUR STAFF COTTAGE AND ITS SUBSEQUENT BURNING ON

SUNDAY NIGHT, NOT A SINGLE INQUIRY OR CONTACT HAS BEEN MADE WITH
ANY OFFICIALS OF SCLC IN ST. AUGUSTINE OR HERE IN THE ATLANTA

OFFICE TQ ESTABLISH THE WHEREABOUTS OR MOVEMENTS OF DR. KING. IT
SEEMS CRYSTAL CLEAR THAT DESPITE DR. KING BEING A DISTINGUISHED
AMERICAN AND RELIGIOUS LEADER, NOT VERY MUCH CONCERN FOR HIS LIFE

IS EVIDENCED BY THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT MERELY BECAUSE HE IS A NEGRO.
IT IS A SAD COMMENTARY TO KNOW THAT ALLEGED MEMBERS OF THE MAFIA
HAVE FBI SURVEILLANCE WHILE ANY NEGRO, NO MATTER HOW SIGNIFICANT HIS
POSITION MUST FEAR FOR HIS LIFE IF HE PURSUES THE SIMPLE FULL
EXERCISE OF HIS CONSTITUTIONAL PRIVILEGE AS AN AMERICAN CITIZEN,


















OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10
5010-104

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

TO : William L, Taylor, General Counsel DATE: June 11, 1964
FROM : M, Carl Holman, Information Officer

suBjecT: SCLC Complaint of Alleged Federal Inaction in St. Augustine,
Florida.

Harry Boyte, Executive Secretary to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Southern
Christian Leadership Conference, reports from St. Augustine that Dr. King
(now in jail along with Rev. Ralph Abernathy following their attempt to
enter a segregated restaurant) and the Negroes of St. Augustine are
disturbed about the seeming lack of Federal response to requests for
protection., Boyte points out that, though some 200-odd State troopers
were present during the march last night, they did not clear hostile
whites out of the area or prevent their infiltrating to attack the
marchers. Other demonstrators are arriving from Savannah(one of the two
busloads expected is already there, according to Boyte) and others are
expected from Williamston, N,C. and elsewhere., If necessary, he reports,
the jails will be filled (Estimated capacity: 400). He reports that King
has said privately that if even an ordinary white person had requested
assurances of protection from the President and the Justice Department

in similar circumstances it would have been forthcoming. King's associates
who are not in jail have expressed concern for King's safety, claiming
that "the Klan element has complete free run of the jail." Boyte says
that he had a long talk with the Chief of Police today and is convinced
that the Chief, who refused to speak firmly to his men about protecting
all persons, is himself sympathetic to the segregationists and cannot

be expected to provide protection., The State troopers are now mounting
floodlights in the square in preparation for tonight. Two more demonstra-
tions are planned for tonight, Boyte says. He feels that unless Governor
Bryant has insisted on more determined efforts to curb violence, the
demonstrators will be in even greater danger than before. He and the
other SCLC officials ask why the Federal Government is still silent and
apparently unconcerned about what is happening in St. Augustine.



Juoe 11, 1964

Dear Governor:

The figures that I discussed with you regarding the attendance at
the national monument in St. Augustine are as follows:

1963 1964
March 32,400 36, 690
April 44,100 26, 200
May 27,000 24,864

Lee C., White
Associate Special Counsel
to the President



June 11, 1964

Dear Governor:

The figures that I discussed with you regarding the attendance at
the national monument in St. Augustine are as follows:

1963 1964
March 32, 400 36, 690
April 44,100 26,200
May 27,000 24,864

hope your return trip was a pleasant one and again want to
indicate our desire to be of any help possible.

Sincerely,

Lee C, White
Associate Special Counsel
to the President




FOR: LEE WHITE
FROM: DOUGLASS CATER

The Wyatt T. Walker call came after I
talked to you yesterday.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 11, 1964

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT

FROM: Douglass Cater

1. Martin Luther King's Deputy, Wyatt T, Walker, phoned me from
Atlanta to put in a personal entreaty following up King's request that
you send Federal marshals to St, Augustine, He said that, in line
with your assurances a year ago, you might ask the community whether
they would accept a Federal mediation team, He considers the Negro
demands reasonable and, presumably, subject to negotiation, They
are: 5 policemen, 4 firemen, 3 clerical workers in city employment,
a bi-racial commission, motels, hotels and lunch counters opened to
Negroes, and a commitment from the business community for fair
hiring practices, They have proposed a 90=day deadline for employ=
ment, a 30=day for public accommodations,

2, Harold Fleming, former head of the Southern Regional Council and
a very able worker in race relation matters, reported on a meeting at
the Commerce Department yesterday on the preparatory discussions
for the Conciliation Service and said it was highly discouraging, He
reported that the Commerce officials did not seem to be familiar with
the Bill, as revised, and the enormous burden that will be dumped on
them the day it is enacted into law, He estimates that there will be

an immediate “crunch" on the Public Accommodations Section and the
urgent need for the Conciliation Service,

I have talked to L.ee White about this, One positive step you may
wish to take is to be prepared quickly to name a head of the Service,
. Fleming has suggested that Governor Coombs might have both the
stature and the ability to handle this difficult job,
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ST AUGUSTINE FLO JUN 10 646P EST
THE PRESIDENT
THE WHITE HOUSE
DEAR PRESIDENT JOHNSON ST AUGUSTINE FLORIDA POLICE STOOD BY AND
WATCHED AS NEGROES MARCHING PEACEFULLY WERE BRUTALLY ASSAULTED
BY WHITE HOODLUMS THIS WAS THE MOST COMPLETE BREAKDOWN OF LAW AND
ORDER SINCE OXFORD MISSISSIPPI CONTINUOUS SHOOTINGS RECEIVED NO
ATTENTION FROM LOCAL STATE OR FEDERAL INVESTIGATORS NEGROES HERE
LIVE UNDER CONSTANT OPPRESSION AND TERROR THIS SITUATION DESERVES

THE' FULL ATTENTION OF YOUR OFFICE AMERICA'S OLDEST CITY SHOULD

NOT SO PERVERT THE IMAGE OF DEMOCRACY BEFORE THE WORLD MAY WE REMIND
YOU OF YOUR PROMISE TC ST AUGUSTINE NEGRO CITIZENES DURING YOUR

VISIT AS VICE PRESIDENT TO ARRANGE SOME CHANNEL FOR REDRESS OF
GRIEVANCES THIS IS NEEDED NOW MORE THAN EVER WE MERELY SEEK 1
DESEGREGATION OF PUBLIC ACCOMMODATIONS 2 HIRING OF POLICEMEN FIREMEN
AND OFFICE WORKERS BY THE CITY 3 A BI-RACIAL COMMITTEE TO MEET
CONTINUING PROBLEMS OF THE NEGRO COMMUNITY 4 DROPPING OF CHARGES

ON UNCONSTITUTIONAL ARREST S HIRING THROUGHOUT THE CITY'S BUSINESS
LIFE ON THE BASIS OF MERIT NOT RACE ¥E URGE YOU MR PRESIDENT TO
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June 11, 1964

Dear Dr. King and Dy, Hayling:

in reply to your telegram to the President indicating
your deep concern over the possibility of loss of life,
injury or destruction of property in 5t. Augustine, we
have been advieed that sufficieat state law enforcement
oificers are present in St. Augustine to preserve law
and order. We are further informed that Governor
Bryant yesterday issued a statement calling on local
officials to exercise all diligence to ensure that peace
be maintained and added, "1 would not hesitate to ex~
ercise every power available to me as Governor to
ensure that law and order prevail. "

¥ Bl agents on the scene are under continuing instruc~

tions to provide up-to-the~minute reports to the Justice
Lepartment and any information that you may have
should be brought to their atiention.

Dr, Martin Luther King, Jr.









SHOULD KING: RISK DEATH IN FLORIDA?

DR. KING RISKS LIFE TO RESTORE
By LARRY STILL

St. Augustine, Fla., the oldest city in the United States,
may decide the future of America if Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., the president of the Southern Christian Leader-
ship Conference (SCLC), has his way.

As you enter the Atlantic Ocean resort area through a
Spanish fortress-like stone gate, a colonial sign bids wel-
come to the city founded in 1513 and settled in 1565 and
which calls itself the birthplace of Christianity. Across
the street from the public area where the local NAACP
forced removal of segregated signs, hangs another bill-
board advertising Ripley’s “Believe It Or Not.” Cne hardly
knows which to believe.

Infamous for more than 400 years as a slave trading
center and citadel of segregation, the city could set a new
patfern in race relations as a result of Dr. King's decision
to go to jail voluntarily and risk death by “using civil dis-
obedience to break an unjust law against Negroes.” Aware

.k 3 e il R e
After pointing to bullet hole in home, jailed Dr. King, Rev.
Abernaihy explain righis struggle was getting too ent.

14
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NON VIOLENCE IN CIVIL RIGHTS FIGHT

liwing surprise profest, wounded marcher was hospitalized
Foaiaz:g:casr : Dr? Hayling, examines woman hit with brick.

. i

4

s . 3 5 ik £
wints to bullet hole in windshield as white SCLC
aides help. Marchers packed jail like elephants in phone booth.
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Public Law 87-586
87th Congress, S. J. Res. 91
August 14, 1962

Foint Resolotion

76 STAT. 386.

To establish the Saint Augustine Quadricentennial Commission, and for other
purposes.

Resolved by the Senate and House oglﬁ’epmcutaﬁm of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That (a) there is hereb
established a commission to be known as the “Saint A ine Quad-
ricentennial Commission™ (hereinafter referred to as the “Commis-
sion”), which shall be composed of eleven members to be appointed as
follows:

(1) Two members who shall be Members of the Senate, to be
appointed by the President of the Senate;

2) Two members who shall be Members of the House of Repre-
sentatives, to be appointed by the Speaker of the House of Repre-
sentatives;

(3) One member from the Department of the Interior who shall
be the Director of the National Bark Service, or his representative,
and who shall serve as executive officer of the Commission; and
5 (4) Six members to be appointed by the President of the United

tates.

(b) The President of the United States shall, at the time of ap-
pointment, designate one of the members appointed by him to serve
as Chairman. e members of the Commission shall serve without
compensation, but shall be reimbursed for travel, subsistence, and
other expenses actually and necessarily incurred by them in the per-
formance of duties vested in the Commission.

(c) A vacancy occurring in the Commission shall not affect its
powers, but shalY be filled in the same manner in which the original
appointment was made.

d) Service of an individual as a member of the Commission shall
not be considered as service or employment bringing such individual
within the provisions of sections 216, 281, 283, 284, 434, or 1914 of title
18 of the United States Code, or section 190 of the Revised Statutes
(6 U.S.C. 99).

Sec. 2. The functions of the Commission shall be to develop and
to execute suitable plans for the celebration, in 1965, of the four
hundredth anniversary of the founding of Saint Augustine, Florida,
the oldest permanent and continuous settlement in the United States.
In carrying out these functions, the Commission is authorized to
cooperate with and to assist the Quadricentennial Anniversary Com-
mission of Florida.

Skc. 3. The Commission may employ, without regard to the civil
service laws or the Classification Act of 1949, such employees as may
be necessary in carrying out its functions under this resolution: Pro-
vided, however, That no employee whose position would be subject
to the Classification Act of 1949, as amended, if said Act were appli-
cable to such position, shall be paid a salary at a rate in excess o? the
rate payable under said Act for positions of equivalent difficulty or
responsibility. Such rates of eom%ensntion may be adopted by the
Commission as may be authorized by the Classification Act of 1949,
as amended, as of tKe same date such rates are authorized for positions
subject to said Act. The Commission shall make adequate provision
for administrative review of any determination to dismiss any
employee.

EC. 4. (2) The Commission is authorized to accept donations of
money, property, or personal services; to cooperate with patriotic and
historical societies and with institutions of learning; andp:o call upon
other Federal departments or agencies for their advice and assistance

Saint Augustine
Quadricentennial
Commission,
Establishment.

Membership,

Conflict=of=
interest.

62 Stat. 694,
697, 698, 703, 793,

Functions,

63 Stat. 954,
5 USC 1071 note.

Donations,

Assistance,



Pub. Law 87-586 -2~ August 14, 1962
76 STAT. 387,

Report %o
Congress,

Termination,

Surplus prope
erty and
revenues, dis-
position,

in carrying out the purposes of this resolution. The Commission,
to such extent as it finds to be necessary, may procure supplies, services,
and cgmperty and make contracts, and may exercise those powers
which it determines are necessary to enable it to carry out efficiently
and in the public interest the pur of this resolution.

(b) Expenditures of the Commission shall be paid by the executive
officer of the Commission, who shall keep complete records of such
expenditures and who shall account also for all funds received by
the Commission. A report of the activities of the Commission, in-
cluding an accounting of funds received and expended, shall be fur-
nished by the Commission to the Congress within one year following
the celebration as prescribed by this resolution. The Commission
shall terminate upon submission of its report to the Congress.

(c) Any property acquired by the Commission remaining upon
termination of the celebration may be used by the Secretary of the
Interior for purposes of the national park system or may be disposed
of as surplus property. The net revenues, after payment of Com-
mission expenses, derived from Commission activities, shall be
deposited in the Treasury of the United States.

Approved August 14, 1962,
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INATIONAL QUADRICENTEINRIIAL CUMMMRIAN
ST. AUGUSTINE, FLCLLIDA
1585 « 1845

July 16, 1964

Dr. Jiack Canter, Directar

Inter Americen Affairs

Office of the Esslstant Seerstary of Stats
foor Plusational and Cultwrzl Affzirs
tasy Jepartment
_i."'-_’tC'.A, D, C.

* tn

Dear Lr. Cznter:

Z he - nzd the opportunity ovzac the [

[-2% woeks of talking with
the Culfu el Officers in many Latin fn2rican erbaszsies with respect
to Lbr pooultility of leador granta for (1) architectural and res-
toration wr preservation specialists and (2) representatives of the

verlc = arts to pasrticipate in the Pan Amorican Festival,

me MLirst would relats to the offiei-~l Pan Amsrican Congress on
Presc»vatica and Restoration of Naticnal Momements, which we expect to
be coavol | by the 0.A.S, for Juns 10-12 of 1965. The sescond would re-
late to 21 imarican Festivel of the Arbs uhich would take place in cone
noetion with the colsbraticn of the 75th arniversary of Lo . Pan Amsrican
Union in April of 1965,

In my discussions with Mr, Eepinoss, wa decided that it would be
desirable to suggest the leddsr granta for tha first purposs ic ilxico,
Guateanla, Peru, Colombia, Ecuador and Argentina es being tho arczs with
the greateat problems in this fleld and whore we might find poopls with
thae imaatest compoteonce, The secomd category might be involved in the
ot v couniries whlch do not have such active programs in histaric pre-
2ervetlon,

Jo you yet have any indication directly from the Embassjics as to
whet is projected in respoct to leadsr grants for 1965? I know that
wWicte plans are made up woll in advence, Ko in turn are amxiocus to
¥noer how mony will ba aveilable in theose catsgorles from what countries,
We then would like to join with the Cultural Office in that ccuntry in
disoussing a possible appointes, so that we may in turn discuss this
with the National Trust in terms of the "faculiy"™ for the educational
aspects of the Conference.

Since we are well awars of the fact that the Conference will ba
only cne portion of a two months program for theso specialists, we
would like to get together with the National Trust and a represontative
of your offics to prepare a supplementary scheduls which would enrich



v, Jasdo Cantsr page two July 16, 1984

tha emperdence of these visitors by tours to other restoration sites,
Ho presuns that any edditional tours of thoses psopls in the perforning
zr%8 wlll be scheduled in sccordance with your usual programming.

I an #zonding 2 copy of this to Mr, Rebert L. Abbey of the Council
on Leaders and Specialists; an old personal friend, whom I understand
works with you on these matters.

Cordially,

Earle W, Newton
Dirsctor-Ceneral

B/ =

cc: Mr. Wa, Hurtagh
¥Mr. Robert L. Abbsy



June l. lm

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES

Subject: St. Augusting, Florida

Saturday night, May 30, I called Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in
response to his telegram to the President asking for "federal
protection through the Department of Justice for the members of
the Negro community who seek redress of their grievances. "

Dr. King expressed the view that the situation in St. Augustine
was such that the local police authorities and probably the state
police were aot capable of controlling the situation., He said that
the Ku Klux Klan was unusually strong in the region and that two
nights in a row attacks had been made on the cottage rented for
his Assistant (a white man samed Boyte) who apparently was going
to be in the area for some time, He indicated that there was great
likelihood that there would be destruction, unjury and even death on

Saturday night. I promised Dr. Xing to alert the Justice Department
and to do whatever we could,

I then called Burke Marshall who had spoken to Dr. King earlier in
the afternoon., We agreed that he would call the "Bl and make sure
that they stayed omn top of the situation in St. Augustine and supplied
up to the minute iaformation. 1 would agree to call Governor Bryant
to report our information to find out what the State of Florida was
doing and to volunteer ocur assistance if needed and if appropriate.

I was unable to reach Governor Bryant Saturday night but left a message
for him to return the call. I spoke to him this morning and his reply
to Dr, King's expressions of concern is that they are watching St.
Augustine on a continual bagis. A Captain Pracer of the Florida State
Police is stationed in St. Augustine on a contiouing basis with authority
to call sufficient state patrolmen to handle any situation in 5t. Augustine.
In addition, General MacMillan, the head of the Florida National Guard
has instructions to be ready to move his troops &t the first indication
that their force is necessary to handle the situation. The Governor
pointed out that about two months age when there was a march on
Tallahassee by Florida Negroes thé National Guard had been on an "alert”
basis without the information even being known to the public until 3 or 4
days after the march.



-2~

Governor Bryant expressed appreciation for our concern and for
our offer to be of assistance but indicates that the situation is

perfectly under control by the local authorities and that state
authorities are ready to act if needed,

Lee C. White




















































TO : The Secretary
Department of State

THRU : Averell Harriman

FROM Berl I, Bernhard
Consultant to the Secretary

mmmua-uuurmw-
involvement in the Cuadricentennial celebration.

The "Proposed Flan And Organization For Celebration Of
The 400th Anniversary Of £t. Augustine” involves the Department
of £tate in the following ways:



4. Events of the Anniversary Year:

Formal opening of 400th Amniversary cclsbra-
tion on anniversary of Floride's discovery by Ponce de

b. April 3:

leon, Mdm'ﬁ
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If the officinln A St Alriiting r~fuse o taks the nhove ‘;
mentionrd ateps, a variety of qvenies arve open 4 the Fedoral governmonte. .i:
le Department of States
ae The Department could surprond ths --i‘for’:a of encourazlirng ' .
: 3
farelgn governments to locate exhlbiticns 1n €4, Augietine -
and to otherwlies participat¢ in the Celebration. The ":
Department could advise the Quadricentennial C-rulesion ,.c:
that 1t 18 not in the best inter-st of the U,S, tn ene ,.‘;
¢ourage intzrnational participaticn. '1
be The Deparument could advise repregentatives of CAS, :
Spain, Mexico, Columbla and of cther coundrise ncw planning ,
to participate in the Ceiedbration that the Department {c 'f-‘j
a.uzp?r.ding further supporst of the Quadricentennial perding o
elimination of racial dlscriminatory practices, In the :..
face of contirued demonstrationa it may cven te advizable :'
for the Departiment to encourage the forsign governments rot _
to participate. :‘
2. Pcgt Office Departmant ' '::
a. The Department could ramain in the present Federal Bullding .—
or not plan to vacate the bullding until wltimate facllities "‘:,
f
are readily avallable, The prospocts of losing a new p ;:'
"Post Office building may be even greatar leverage than the : ,};
: o
fallure to sacure the existing building for the Celebraticn. = #
be The Department could withhold its approval of a commercrative :
stanp,
J’/II‘_
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grhould he Post Office Department vacate the Fedsral
building, GSA may find cther use for the baillding rather than
to turn 1t over %o the Quadriceatennial Ccommissiorn,

Interior Departdont

The Natioral Park Service could withhold its approval of
the use of park facilities for any of the Colebration.

Quadricentennial Conmission

a, The Presidential appointees could resign II‘:-:m the C~muission
noting that every effort to persuade the community w
comply with Title II o!.“ the Civil Rights Act had nct been
successful,.

b. The Commission could suspend ti'm experndi tures cf any funds

that may be apprepriated by Congress.
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Dr, Haley, area code 305, 636-2103, Cocoa, Fla,
called and said that although his organization has
been asked not to picket during the anniveraary
celebrations scheduled in St, Augustine he has
people ready and Dr, King's ofc has additional
people standing by as there is such strong feeling
among the Negro community that the federal govt
has not helped w/desegregation. He complained
that St. Augustine is as segregated as Alabama,
Mississippi etc. and that without concessions from
the city fathers he will have to lead picketers if
the fed govt participates in the celebrations. He
said he was not trying to embarrass anyone of the
scheduled federal speakers nor the govt itself but
that he had agreed thru arrangements w/GReedy
not to demonstrate when the VP was there in 1963
and no progress has been made in community
relations and the VP didn't appear as scheduled
so an opportunity to bring the plight @f the Negro
community to light was lost, He doesn't intend

to miss the opportunity of focusing on the problem
again, He cited the Head Start program as an
example of a totally segregated federal program
operatng in St. Augustine and also had criticisms
for the PO Dept. Anyway -- he intends to demon~
strate unless some agreement is reached before
the celebration begins.

Jones will be in touch today. Also, Culberson
of CRS! conciliation division should be in
touch w/Hayling today by phone -= he's been
trying since last night.

Last, Kytle doesn't think the NAACP could
muster enough local people to hold a
demonstration of consequence.
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Mr. Lucius D. Battle page two June 1, 196k

Ambaszador Uribe of Colombia has asked me to come up to Washing-
ton on June =¥ 2 to meet with the Minister of Finance who will be
visiting Washington at that time, and I will call to see if I can dis=-
cuss this further with you,.

Cordially,

Gl

Earla W. &h‘d‘toﬂ
Director-General
EWN /mr



NATIONAL QUADRICENTENNIAL COMMISSION
8T. AUGUSTINE, FLORIDA
18565 * 1985

June 1, 196k

Mr. Lucius D, Battle
Assistant Secretary of State
for Educational and Culturzl Affairs
The State Department .
Washington, D. C,

Dear Mr, Batile:

After the ceremonies in Washington, I left for South America,
and on my return endeavored to reach you in Washington but without
success, I wanted to thank you for the very fine speech which you
made at the Pan American Union; many people have commented to me
enthusiastically about it. Thank you for joining us.

I hope the process of informing the Cultural Officers of the
U, S. Embassies as to the possibilities for leader grants in coopera-
tion with the Inter American Festival of the Arts here in 1965 is
moving forward. In my recent trip to South Amsrica, I found very few
who had heard anything as yet. I think in my conversations with Mr.
Espinosa, we agreed that suggestions with respect to a program includ-
ing the Pan American Congress on Restoration and Preservation scheduled
for June 10-12, 1965, be limited to certain countries such as Mexico,
Colombia, Peru, Guatemala, and perhaps Argentina. However, we were
hopeful that leader grant programs could be worked out from the®other
countries involving other aspects of the Festival in the field of art,
music and the performing arts generally. I have talked with the Cul-
tural Officers in Lima, Quito, Bogota, Caracas, El Salvador, Guatemala
City, San José and Panama along thess lines, But I am sure they would
like to hear from your office in the matter. I have just talked with
Dr. Sanders and Dr. Posada at the Pan American Union with respect to
the technical process of convoking the Pan American Congress on Histor-
ic Monuments. It is their opinion that this should be introduced as
a motion in the Council of thé OAS by one of the delegation, and they
suggest the U, S, delegation. Because the U, S, delegation knows very
little about the matter, and it has been under discussion with you,
they recommend that you in turn discuss it with Anbassador Bunker and
urge him to introduce the motion, I Will be very glad to retura to
Washington and go over it with him personally if you feel you can in-
troduce the subject.

)
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Mr. Lucius D, Battle page two June 1, 196k

Ambassador Uribe of Colombia has asked me to come up to Washing-
ton on June EF 2 to meet with the Minister of Finance who will be
visiting Washington at that time, and I will call to see if I can dis-
cuss this further with you.

Cordially,

Copar

Earle W. l%'ewbon
Director-Genseral
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INTRODUCTION

The town of St. Augustine, Florida, is the oldest city in the United
States of America. In 1965, this city will celebrate a birthday, and a call
will go around the world for nations and individuals to come and help her
honor four centuries of existence. But for a significant number of St.
Augustine’s citizens, there will be virtually nothing to celebrate. They
have known the city for most of her 400 years and are still reminded
daily that she has no right to accept congratulations for either past or
present history.

St. Augustine was founded as a haven of freedom, yet 400 years later
there is no freedom for one third of her population. The city was named
for a man of color, one of the greatest theologians the world has ever
known, yet throughout her history and in the present, black men who live
there or visit there have to bear the burdens of racial indignities and
discrimination by the white citizens. St. Augustine’s founders crossed
the choppy seas of the Atlantic Ocean to free themselves yet today, when
their successors attempt to cross the choppy seas of segregation, they
find in this place, no haven, no surcease of sorrow.

The present day soldiers for freedom must cope with a citizenry
which has forgotten its past and does not understand the true meaning
of its present. To many of the townspeople, 1965 will mark the 400th
year of bigotry and hate and indignities suffered at the hands of fellow
men as evidenced in the past by the appearance of the slave market and
in the present by the pattern of racial segregation so evident at every
street corner.

Outside the Federal Building in Jacksonville are left to right:
Dr. David Robinson, Yale chaplain; Dr. Robert Hayling, St.
Augustine Integration leader; Mrs. Malcolm Peabody, mother of
Massachusetts governor; Annie Rugh Davis, 15 and Dr. William
S. Coffin, Jr., Yale chaplain.



THE CITY HAS TURNED ITS BACK

Negroes are presently barred from all of the hotels (4), motels (24),
restaurants (24), and recreational facilities of the town including the
YMCA.

The city government of St. Augustine has evidenced no determination
to help remedy the racial inequities and has openly expressed hostility
towards racial desegregation. Since June of 1963, by authorization of
the Mayor and City Commission, city owned or supported facilities have
been desegregated. However, no Negro school or private group has been
successful in its application for the use of such facilities as the Francis
Field Stadium, the golf course, or the municipal library.

Flagler Hospital, the county-owned and only medical facility in the
area, will now admit Negroes only on a segregated basis, in spite of
federal Hill-Burton funds used for recent additions.

Only one Negro is employed on the city police force of 27 men, and
he has no civil service status, no promotional opportunities, no way of
gaining seniority or tenure, and may be dismissed at the whim of the
police chief.

No Negroes are employed in other than Janitorial or other unskilled
positions in the various offices and/or departments of the city govern-
ment. Many Negroes in St. Augustine, heads of households, work for $20
to $25 per week.

The Mayor of the city has often expressed hostility towards racial
desegregation and the city has refused to institute a bi-racial committee
to work toward peaceful resolution of the racial problems. The Mayor of
St. Augustine publicly admitted on April 1, 1964, that he is a segrega-
tionist and intends to remain so.

During demonstrations against discrimination in the summer of 1963,
some 80 persons were arrested and charged with violation of various city
ordinances. These demonstrations ranged from “‘sit-ins’ to simple meet-
ings in a public park and the distribution of pamphlets. Four young
demonstrators, ages 14 to 16, were forced to serve a total of six months
each in a racially segregated state correctional institution for picketing
against lunch-counter segregation. Seven young persons, including two
students and the mother of a three-month-old child are presently incar-
cerated in the St. John’s County Jail serving 60-day sentences for pro-
testing racial discrimination.

On several occasions, the Negro residents of the city have petitioned
the City Commission and the Mayor for action on their grievances, for the
formation of a bi-racial committee, or for serious conversations of any
kind with the leaders of the city. Though there have been a few formal

pronouncements such as the supposed desegregation of city owned faci-

lities, the city leaders have not backed up their very limited statements
and have refused to negotiate or discuss further the other demands in the
petitions.

NEGRO CITIZENS LIVE IN FEAR FOR THEIR LIVES AND
LIVELIHOODS

The automobile in which Dr. Hayling and three additiona’ ' -1
Rights fighters were riding when they were forced into
rally. The automobile was a total loss.

On the night of September 18, 1963, four Negro citizen: §. ugus-
tine were abducted into a Ku Klux Klan meeting and bes .th chains,
baseball bats, brass knuckles, and axe handles wlile ! . held at gun
point. The automobile in which they were ridi~  was utally destroyed.
Four of the observed assailants out of a total of 350 persons present at
the meeting were arrested and charged but were not conyicted, but were
fully exonerated by the county Justice of the Peace, Mr. Marvin Grier.
Dr. R. B. Hayling, one of the Negro victims was arrested and charged with
assault with a deadly weapon, and all four victims were subsequently
found guilty of the same charge. They are now free on bond while their
cases are being appealed. All this in spite of the fact that all of the
Negroes required hospitalization, several for as long as 12 days. The
Klan continues to operate openly and successfully though it has been
placed on the U.S. Attorney General’s list of subversive organizations
and is supposedly subject to the restrictions pertaining thereto.

The homes, businesses, and automobiles of Negro citizens active in
the Civil Rights Protest have been fired into by shotguns and high-
powered rifles or set afire with highly fammable substances. For example:

On July 1, 1963, the home of Dr. Robert B. Hayling was
fired into, with shotgun pellets striking four Negro youths stand-

ing near a doorway. Four white youths were arrested that night

and admitted the shooting but were subsequently cleared , of all

charges.



On October 22, 1963, the homes of three demonstrators,
some parents of children attending integrated schools, were
struck by homemade ‘‘Molotov Cocktails.”” One home was severe-
ly damaged by the resulting fire.

On October 28, two Negro businesses and one residence
were fired into with buckshot injuring an occupant.

On January 21, 1964, the car of Mr. & Mrs. Charles Brunson,
parents of two Negro children now attending a previously all-
white school, was completely demolished by fire during a PTA
meeting.

On January 29, a Negro was assaulted on his way home from
a recently integrated night class, and required stitches in his
scalp.

On February 7, 1964, at approximately 10:30 p.m. the home
of two plaintiffs in a suit to desegregate the St. John’s County
schools was entirely destroyed by fire.

At close to 12:30 the next morning, the home of Dr. Hayling
was again fired into, killing his dog and endangering the life of
his pregnant wife. No arrests were made, and no one was ques-
tioned by the police.

On numerous occasions Negro citizens active in the dese-
gregation fight have received telephone calls and letters threat-
ening their lives for their participation in the Civil Rights fight.

Eleven Negroes, active in the Freedom Protest, lost their jobs
because of their participation. The following are a few examples:

Mr. James Hauser lost his job of one year as a school bus
driver after picketing on July 1, 1963.

Mrs. Lucille Plummer, for 14 years a Licensed Practical
Nurse in the Negro wards of Flagler Hospital was fired on April
1, 1964, afterhaving been warned about her Civil Rights activity.

Mrs. Nora Lee Bess was fired from the Hotel Ponce de Leon
after six years employment.

Mr. Bungum Roberson was fired from his job at Bozard Ford
Dealer’s on April 4, 1964, after being elected treasurer of the

local SCLC affiliate.
White restaurant and store owners who have integrated or

otherwise refused to co-operate with the demands of the segre-
gationists have had their store windows broken and have re-
ceived threatening calls. One white resident who took a stand
and resigned his church position because Negroes were refused
admittance to the church service had decided to leave St. Augus-
tine until his shop windows were broken. He then decided that
until everyone in St. Augustine was treated as a first class
citizen, there could be no rest for any man anywhere, regardless
of his skin color.

LAW ENFORCEMENT AND COURTS MAKE A MOCKERY OF
“EQUALITY BEFORE THE LAW”

Law enforcement officers of the city of St. Augustine and St. John's
county have repeatedly construed the laws of the city, county, and state
so that there is in no sense ‘““equality before the law.”’ Also, there is very
little legal respect for the rights of Negro citizens and of whites who
attempt to help them. Following are some more glaring breeches of justice
during the Civil Rights Protest in St. Augustine:

On July 18, 1963, seven Negroes were picked up and arrested
for peacefully picketing against lunch counter segregation. They
were advised not to picket further and their signs were destroyed
by Sheriff L. C. Davis, Jr. When the Juveniles’ parents refused
to sign a statement guaranteeing that their youngsters would not
participate in any other racial protests, County Judge Charles
C. Mathis, Jr. sent four of the juveniles to the state reformatory
school for indefinite terms.,

On June 24, five Negroes who had been quietly sitting in a
car parked on public property outside the county jail were ar-
rested and charged with “‘interfering with county prisoners.”’
Two have been convicted and fined and the other cases are still
before the courts,

After the July 1, 1963, shooting of Dr. Robert Hayling’s
house, three of the four Negro youths injured by the gunfire
reported the shooting and exhibited their injuries, but were
themselves arrested and charged with firing at the white youths
who admitted shooting the house and the Negro boys. In order to
be freed, the Negroes were forced to drop all charges against
the whites who had admitted the shooting!

In July, 1963, six Negro Youths were arrested passing out
h'andbills, convicted, and punished for a city ordinance against
littering, even though the handbills were distributed door to
door. An ordinance preventing distribution of literature after the
SCLC affiliate had prepared reprints of a newspaper editorial
critical of County Judge Charles C. Mathis, Jr.

On September 18, 1963, members of the Ku Klux Klan dis-
tributed handbills advertising a mass rally and encountered no
interference or arrests. This was done in downtown St. Augustine
with handbills strewn over the streets, parks, and sidewalks.

_ On September 12, 1963, after a meeting with the City Com-
mission, City Manager Charles announced that all parades, dem-
Strations, and large open air public gatherings were to be banned
indefinitely, in an attempt to quell the racial demonstrations.




Dr. Robert Hayling, leader of the St. Augustine Freedom
Movement chats with Mrs. Burgess and party before going
off to face the police dogs and cow prods.

In peaceful demonstrations against segregation during the
week of March 30 - April 4, 1964, the sheriff’s office made ex-
tensive use of police dogs and electric cattle prods against
Negroes and some whites who were participating in the demon-
strations.

White Northern Students Being Spit Upon by Kl'&nsmar.: as
Virgil Stewart, Chief of Police (far left) and city police-
men (far right) observe klansmen with gaiety making
Yankee Picketter squirm.

On March 30, 1964, Winston W. Davidson, a white minister
from Connecticut, picketing against segregation in downtown
St. Augustine was surrounded by white citizens who bodily
prevented him from picketing while burning him with cigarettes
and spitting in his face. A white police officer told the minister
that if he stopped moving he was under arrest, and when the
white citizens forced him to stop, the police men arrested Rev.
Davidson for “blocking a public sidewalk’ and “‘interfering
with the lawful orders of an officer.”” His case is awaiting trial.

Jerome Carswell, Robert Gibson, Jerome Glass and ]ufius
Cullar, student leaders that led the high school demon-
strations.

On March 31, 1964, eighty-eight high school students who
had made a solemn pledge to miss a few days of segregated,
inferior education for a life-time of freedom, were arrested while
walking down a public street en route to a protest meeting and
charged with “‘unlawful assembly’ and ““inciting to riot.”

NO NEGROES ARE TO HELP PLAN THE CELEBRATION

The National St. Augustine Quadricentennial Commission has no
Negro members. In May, 1963, the President of the United States announc-
ed that two additional members would be appointed to the Commission.
The Negro Community requested, in a letter to the President on May 6,
1963, that one of the two new members be Negro, but no acknowledgement
that the letter was ever received and to date neither of the new members
has been appointed.

The local St. Augustine Historical, Restoration, and Preservation
Commission and other planning and welcoming committees for the cele-
bration have no Negro representation. No action was taken on petitions
to the city and to celebration leaders for Negro representation.

THE VENERABLE CITY IS NOT ALONE IN HER SHAME

The city of St. Augustine and St. John’s County are not alone respon-
sible for these grievous conditions. The State of Florida and the Federal
Government of the United States of America are also seriously implicated.

Most of the laws used by the local officers to prevent the exercise
of basic human rights were passed by the legislature of the State of
Florida: trespass laws, those declaring action against undesirable guests,
laws which allow broad usage against ‘‘unlawful assembly’” and ‘‘incit-
ing to riot.”



Courts of the state of Florida have, in full knowledge of the above
facts and many more, refused to prevent the denial of legal rights to St.
Augustine Negroe citizens by the law enforcement and city government
officials.

The Governor of Florida and other executive agencies have been
continually informed of evidence of the denial of rights to Negro citizens
of St. Augustine, but each has nearly always declined to take action
within their power to prevent such denial of rights.

Although some federal judges have ruled favorably on legal action
undertaken for the relief of St. Augustine Negro citizens, such relief has
been slow, extremely partial, and sometimes court decisions have been
openly hostile. e.g. on November 15, 1963, Federal District Court Judge
William Mac Rae dismissed with prejudice a suit to enjoin city officials
from arresting demonstrators and made derogatory statements from the
bench about the leaders of the Civil Rights Protest.

Federal executive officials, including the then Vice-President
Lyndon B. Johnson (on March 11, 1963) had been repeatedly apprised of
the serious grievances of St. Augustine’s Negroes. Most of these communi-
cations received no acknowledgement and no action. Not only has there
been no substantial action or expression of support by federal officials,
but they have continued to support the quadricentennial celebration.

In May, 1963, then Vice-President Lyndon B. Johnson spoke at a
banquet kicking off the St. Augustine Quadricentennial Commission. Mr.
George Reedy, assistant to the Vice-President and now Presidential
Press Secretary, was active in arrangements leading Negroes to promise
not to picket the affair in exchange for a promise that some Negroes
would be invited and that city officials would meet the following morning
with Negro leaders to discuss possible resolution of grievances. The city
officials reneged on their agreement to seriously discuss the problems
and neither Mr. Reedy nor Mr. Johnson has taken any action to back up
the agreement.

An impasse presently exists and no progress toward a settlement of
grievances is being made. In the words of Civil Rights leader Hosea L.
Williams, ‘‘Historically, age and time designate wisdom. This is not true
in St. Augustine, Florida, a city 399 years old. St. Augustine has trapped,
preserved, and perpetuated all of the prejudice, Jim Crowism, bigotry and
hate toward non-white Americans that have ever resided - even tempor-
arily - within her boundaries.’”” The enslavement of non-white American
citizens has only become more sophistocated in St. Augustine during the
past 345 years. The abolition of physical salvery has left in this city a
tyranny over the minds and opportunities of men no less oppressive than
its antiquated counterpart.

And still the illusion remains in St. Augustine, Florida that her past
and present should be remembered, even celebrated. If visitors to the city
could, as the students’ placard shouts, ‘‘Visit St. Augustine’s Scenic

Negro Section,’’ the quadricentennial a far less meaningless commem-
oration.

Integrated Picket Team Takes Off to P:'e

s
Easter Parade. egregated






