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Re-Pr int From Daytona Beach News Journal 

4-DAY TONA BEACH MORNING JOURNALEditorial 
The Tolerance Of Violence 

PERHAPS the marching of Negroes 
to the old slave market in St. Augustine 
in order to hold public prayers there 
is a form of 'hyster ia. But at least it is 
unarmed hysteria. It offers no threat to 
violence. It merely serves peacefully 
to advertise their protest against dis­
crimination. 

But the massing of men with sticks 
and clubs, shouting insults, is hysteria 
of a far more dangerous kind. This 
could lead to another round of turmoil 
and bloodshed in the South. 

It is hard to believe that this could 
happen jusit 60 mile·s north of Daytona 
Beach. { 

I* * 
OUR REPRESENTATIVE who wit­

nessed the scene Thursday night, says 
that the contrast was marked-a show 
of u n r e a s o n i n g hatred and scorn 
against one of great c o u ra g e and 
peaceful intent. If the Negroes wished 
to dramatize their impatience with 
their lot, it was only with words of 
prayer that they did so, not with sticks 
and clubs. 

In their eyes was determination, but 
not hatred. 

For this, St. Augustine should be 
grateful perhaps to Martin Luther 
King's Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference for taking over leadership 
in the festering racial tension in that 
city. 

This leadership says to the N e·groes : 
"Do not think of these people as Whites 
-don't judge them on the basis of their 

color. Keep love in your hearts for 
them. You must go on loving them, 
even if they set upon you. If you must 
hate, hate only what is eating at them 
and has made them this way-the sys­
tem. But do not hate your brother, the 
White man." 

The rabble rousers with the sticks 
and stones are flagging another mes­
sage. In effect it is: "Hate Negroes 
who have the audacity to think they 
have right s in our democracy. Shut 
your hearts. Be prepared to beat and 
even to kill." 

* * * 
WE BELIEVE that a strong effort is 

needed by the state government to end 
this conflict in St. Augustine. Let its 
representatives gather around the con­
ference table with leadership in the 
City and formulate some ground rules 
for demonst rations, and resolve to en­
force them. 

Then let the Negroes hold their pray.. 
er session in the old slave market-on 
official invitation-with police prepared 
to protect them. Let them get their 
message across to any listeners. 

All hurlers of invectives and insults 
and brandishers of sticks and clubs 
should be arrested. 

And then the leading citizens should 
get together in a spirit of calm de· 
t ermination to work out rational solu­
t ions to the city's racial problems. 

The tolerance /of violence can lead 
only to more violence and a bad name 
for St. Augustine and for Florida. 



May 8, 1963 

Dear Mr. President: 

I m forced to gree 100% with the enclosed letter, 

and I am therefore formal ly requesting that ypu 

consider disassociating yourself from the 

Commission to celebr te the Quadricentennial of 

St. ~ugustine, Florida, and that federal funds and 

facilities not be made av ilable. 

With every good wish. 

Sincerely, 

ADAM C. POWELL 
Chariman 

The Honorable 
President of the United States 

The White House 
Washington, D. C. 

cc: Mrs. F. Fullerwood 
Vice President Lyndon Johnson 

ACP:ms 
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38 Bayview Drive 
St . Augu s tine , Florida 
September 27 , 1963 

Mr . John F . Kennedy 
President of the United States 
The White House 

ashington , n. c. 
Dear Mr . President: 

For sometime I have considered writing in regard ·to the requests 
You have received to withhold funds from the St . Augustine Quadr -
centennial Commission . Since the Florida Advisory Cormnittee to the 
United States Commissio on Civil Rights has recommended this action 
to you , I implore you to let this Congressional appropriation stand 
and take no action to disrupt · the fine work being accomplished by 
the Quadricentennial Commission . While not directly involved in the 
work of this commission , I have participated in enough civic projects 
to realize that such projects are accomplished by personal sacrifices 
by both the individuals serving and their families . This would 
be especially t rue with an endeavor of such magnitu&. 

It would hardly seem fair to those American citizens who 
appreciate the history and culture of our g reat nation to deprive 
them of an authenticate shrine at the actual site of our earliest 
Spanish settlement , in order to satisfy the selfish interest of 
those who made no contribution to that period of history and who 
apparently, even today, have no appreciation for our Spanish her t tags . 

With further refer ence to the recommendations made by the 
Advisory Committee , t h e four points brought out are in no way related 
to the field of civil rights . I can think of no stronger argwnent 
for nstates Rightstt than the manipulation of Federal funds in one 
area to achieve a desired goal in another . Certainly, as taxpayers , 
we are not allowed the option of selecting where our tax dollars 
will go based on our support of a particular Government project . 

As for the committee report to you that St . Augustine is the most 
segregatad town on the east coast, a close and unbiased observation 
reveals t hat: 

Negroes reside in every area of St . Augustine , including 
choice l akE front property . 

Negroes are employed in local, state, and federal g overn­
mental agencies located he re . 

Domestic help is t rea ted with di gnity and fairness . 

Negro children are enrolled in public schools in the county . 

While a number of local negroes are now engaged in activities 
sponsored by the NAACP , these activities were primarily instigated by 
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outsiders and students and personnel of the local Florida Memorial 
College . Efforts are currently being made by these persons to intimi­
date members of their own race who are not sympathetic with their 
crusade . 

While unfortunate exception can be found anywhere, I have long 
pointed with pride to the relations between local Negroes and the 
white populace . In my own home, we provide our maid gifts on special 
occasions; contribute money and clothing to her church projects; and 
grant requests for ti off t he job, whether or not it is convenient 
for my family . In my business , where I employ sever al Negroes, I am 
frequently contacted,both in the office and afterhours at my home, 
with requests for assistance with personal problems and loanof mone¥ 

I submit these f a cts as typical examples illustrating tha whi ta cliizen 
is really the Negroes' friend. 

It is my belief that local officials are experienced and capable 
of continuing to handle the local Negro populace: that they are more 
vitally concerned with the well -being of the individual Negro than 

many of the leaders in the field of civil rights . 

You have already done more than any United States President to 
meat the continually increasing demands of the Negro race . It appears 
t heir interest lies not in equal rights, but in special rights . I 
would venture to state it would be political suicide for you and 
your party to continue concentrating your efforts on legislation 
in behalf of Negroes . ather , I would strongly urge you to allow 
the entire field of civil rights to undergo a cooling off per i od, 
m ila you and other leaders of our country channel your energies 
and abilities toward legislation for the good of all and whi ch will: 
unite our country; provide security for all by stabilizing our 
economy; and restore to this nation the prestige it formerly enjoyed 
and the place of leadership it rightly deserves today. 

Yours truly, 

~w-~. 
CONNIE H. HUNTER, JR. 



UNITED STATES COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20425 

December 9, 1963 

MEMORANDUM. TO: Honorable Lee c. White 
Assistant Special Counsel 

to the President~ 

FROM: William L. Taylor 
General Counsel 

RE: Your request for comment on Interior Department 
draft 

It seems to me that the draft prepared by Bill Pozen's 
office is quite adequate. How~ver, the involvement of the 
Federal Government in celebrating St. Augustine's quadri ­
centennial is potentially embarrassing even if there is no 
direct expenditure of Federal funds. There is a continuing 
state of high racial tension in the city and no sign that it 
will abate by the time of the celebration, which I understand 
will involve high level representation from Latin American 
countries. 

Thus far, the Commission has received no answer from 
either Conrad Wirth or his successor to Bernhard's letter of 
October 25 calling attention to the situation. Since the 
Director of National Park Service serves as Executive Officer 
of the Quadricentennial Commission, it seems important that 
he should at least raise the matter at a Commission meeting and 
consider ways to avoid what is potentially a very troublesome 
situation. 

I would be glad to discuss the matter with Bill Pozen ) {!{U4L A-.l..... 
and keep you posted. 

fl> 7~. l~~ 

Enclosures 
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cl. P ozen memo 11/ 1/63 to LCW 
re: St. Au ustine Quadricentennial Comis. 
drft ltr to Mr. Connie H. Hunter 

·-~ 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
WASHINGTON 25, D . C. 

NOV .. 1 1963 

Memorandum 

To: ~e c. White, Assistant Special Counsel 
to the President 

The White House 

Fram: Walter Pozen, Assistant to the Secretary 

As you requested, enclosed is a draft reply to Mr. Connie H. 

Hunter, Jr., of st. Augustine, Florida, regarding that cam-

munity's quadricentennial observance plans. His letter 

is returned herewith. Also enclosed, for your information, 

is a copy of the October 25 letter to the Park Service :f'.ram 

the Civil Rights Commission, 'Which is the basis for the draft 

reply1 s comments on the situation in st. Augustineo 

Enclosures 



DRAFT 

Dear Mr. Hunter: 

On behalf of the President, I welcome the opportunity 

to reply to your September 27 letter and clear up what appears 

to be a misunderstanding regarding the Florida state Advisory 

Committee's report to the United states Connnission on Civil 

Rights on the Advisory Connnittee 1 s .August 16 open hearing in 

your connnunity. 

Public IB.w 87-586 did .not provide for Federal appro­

priations for the work of the St . Augustine Quadricentennial 

Commission. No such funds have been appropriated to date . 

In the event that Congress should authorize the Executive 

Branch to use such monies for the Quadricentennial Camnission ' s 

work, we would of course be mindful of our duty to follow the safe­

guards provided by the Constitution of the United states. This 

would be true even without the reminder :fran the Florida State 

Advisory Camnittee that "The Federal Government should closely 

scrutinize any expenditure of Federal funds that may tend to 

support segregation, discrimination and repression in st. Augustine . " 

Your O'W!l expression of friendship for the Negro citizens 

of your city is hearteningo 



Sincerely yours, 

Mr. Connie H. Hunter, Jr. 
38 Bayview Drive 
st. Augustine, Florida 
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THE WHITE HOUSE OFFICE 

ROUTE SLIP 
(To Remain With Correspondence) 

PROMPT HANDLING IS ESSENTIAL. 
WHEN DRAFT REPLY IS REQUESTED 
THE BASIC CORRESPONDENCE MUST 
BE RETURNED. IF ANY DELAY IN 
SUBMISSION OF DRAFT REPLY IS 
ENCOUNTERED, PLEASE TELEPHONE 
OFFICE OF THE SPECIAL COUNSEL. 

FROM THE SPECIAL COUNSEL 

ACTION: Comment ________ 

Draft reply ----""'----------

For direct reply ---------

For your information -------

For necessary action _______ 

For appropriate handling ______ 

See below _ _________ 

Remarks: 

GPO 16-76992-1 

By direction of the President: 
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April 6, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. LEE WHITE 

SUBJECT: St. Augustine 

The $350, 000 appropriation for the celebration of the 
Quadricentennial before the Congress is at present dormant. 
The only commitment we have so far from the National Park 
Service is that all activities on park property will be integrated. 

There was some talk of a Post Office building being turned 
over to the Commemoration Committee for use as a historical 
landmark. This, and the other proposed activity already ouf;]frned 
in your files, seem to be the extent of Federal involvement via 
Interior. State of course is involved and Battle has supposedly 
sent a cheery letter commendi11g the Committee on undertaking 
this celebration. Bill 1111~f;~ said that he had heard that a meeting 
of the OAS is plamed for St. Augustine. 

Bill said he would be in touch with you about calling a 
meeting of his Commission here in Washington within a month. 
He would expect to have representatives of the various Federal 
agencies involved explain their participation in the Quadri­
centennial and how they plan to maintain the Federal Govern­
ment's position on equal access and opportunity. 

Bill thought it might be worthwhile if a White House person 
attended the meeting called by the Commission. He is also 
weighing the pros and cons of holding a Commission meeting in 
St. Augustine. 

Clifford L. Alexander, Jr. 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

In answer to the two questions r ised, what are the prospects of 
Federal fund going into the work and activities of the St. Augu tine 
Quadricentennial Commission and what is the CollDllission doing regarding 
des gregation in its own activities, we are supplying you with . the 
following infor tion. 

Prospects of Federal funds going into the work of the Commission 
are di • The enabling legislation, P.L. 87-586, pproved Augu t 14, 
1962, provides no authorization for Feder 1 funds, a provisiop con­
taining such authoriz tion having been stricken from the legislation 
during its consider tion i Congres • At the pre e t ti e, legisla­
tion is pending (H.R. 6086 and S. 1411) which would authorize $350,000 
for the work of the Coumission but the prospects of the pa age of 
this legislation seems doubtful. 

Regarding the second qu stion, the Director of the National Park 
Service i by law the Executive Officer of the Quadricentennial 
Conmission and by other law the Service is charged with the adminis­
tration of Castillo de San Marcos ational Monument in St. A gustine, 
Florida. The Service cannot avoid participation in the Quadricen­
tennial celebration, since the Castillo de San Marco is the largest 
and most import nt single hi toric structure in the rea that will 
be the scene of the Quadricentenni 1. In ny activities or observ-
nces that ay take place on the ground or in structures administered 

by the ational Park Service, a policy of ondiscrimination will of 
course prevail. Further, it will be the purpose of the Director of 
the ational Park Service, a Executive Officer of the Quadricen­
tennial Coumission, to emphasize th neees ity of such a policy in 
connection with all activities of the C011Dission. 

In view of the d inant po ition of the Castillo de San Marcos 
ational Monument in the Quadricentennial area and in view of its 

importance in the Quadricentennial cene, certain liaison activities 
and some sistance on the part of the Superintendent of the 



Castillo and his staff with the Quadricentennial Commission will be 
necessary. This will amount to no more than the normal operating 
program of the nation 1 onument in a eel bration of this sort with 
the resulting large number of visitor • Since the Service must take 
care of the public during the celebration period, we naturally want 
this work to be done with due regard to public safety and in a way 
that will reflect credit on the Service. A quick estimate of funds 
to be expended in connection with nece sary liaison and assistance 
is about $10,000 in part-time services of existing employees. 

For your information, we re appending a list giving the mbership 
and organization of the St. Augustine Quadricentennial COD1Disaion. 

;;;~ 
Assistant to the Secretary of the Interior 

Hon. Lee C. White 
As istant Special Counsel 

t the President 
The White H use 
Washington 25, D. c. 

Enclosure 





UNITED STATES COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20425 

May 19, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE HONORABLE LEE C. WHITE, ASSOCIATE GENERAL COUNSEL 
TO THE PRESIDENT, THE. WliITE HOUSE 

~· 
FROM General Counsel 

SUBJECT: St. Augustine, Florida 

Here is the memorandum I promised you on St. Augustine. It outlines 
the continuing racial unrest in the community, the activi~ies of the 
Quadricentennial Celebration and the extensive involvement of the 
Federal Government in the planning and execution of forthcoming 
activities. 

Our conclusion is that the Federal Government's involvement in 
St. Augustine is potentially a serious source of international embar­
rassment to the United States. Federal agencies have been promoting 
both nationally and internationally a tourist oriented celebration in 
a community which will neither house nor feed Negro visitors. 

Since the major problem is racial discrimination in public accommoda­
tions, passage of Title II of the pending civil rights bill will 
provide a means for dealing with the situation. But St. Augustine 
is a hard-core community and enactment of the civil rights bill will 
not in itself remove the problem unless the Federal Government takes 
affirmative steps to see that the community desegregates. Thus, we 
recommend that future Federal support be conditioned upon a .decision 
by the community to desegregate and deal with its racial problems. 
While there are no vast sums of money involved, the promoters of the 
Centennial are relying upon the prestige and involvement of the 
Federal Government to make their celebration a success. Encouragement 
from the Presidential appointees on the Quadricentennial Commission 
as well as from the Federal agencies will facilitate racial change. 

I would suggest that the agencies involved be invited to the White House 
and a coordinated approach be developed along the lines suggested in 
the attached memorandum. A draft memorandum to the agencies is also 
attached. 

William L. Taylor 

Attachments - 2 
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UNITED STATES COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20425 

ST. AUGUSTINE, FLORIDA 

St. Augustine, Florida, the oldest, permanent and continuous 

settlement in the United States, is located in the northeastern 

part of the State, thirty-eight miles southeast of Jacksonville . 

It is the County Seat of St . Johns County. The 1960 population of 

St. Augustine was 14,734, with a Negro population of 3,396,. or 

twenty-three percent of the total population. The tourist trade 

is the principal source of income for the community which is 
~ 

closely linked with Jacksonville both economically and politically• 

.I. THE NATURE OF RACIAL UNREST 

Public Accommodations : Demonstrations throughout 1963 and 

1964, including those during the Easter season which received 

nationwide publicity, have been directed at desegregating Sto Augustinets 

public accommodations . To date , some 288 persons have been arrested 

for sitting in on private property. Among those arrested were 

Mrs . Malcolm Peabody, mother of the Governor of Massachusetts, and 

Mrs . John M. Burgess , wife of a Negro Protestant Episcopal Bishop of 

Massachusetts. 

A recent St. Johns County grand jury reported, after hear-

ing from a number of witnesses of both races, that the 11 
••• primary 

point of difficulty • • • centered around the desegregation of 

privately owned tourist accommodations and eating establishments . . .tt 
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The few municipally owned public facilities are desegregated; inter­

state facilities of two bus companies are available to all . Of the 

privately owned facilities, three restaurants are desegregated 

(Howard Johnson, and two Five and Ten Cent store lunch counters) . 

The Ponce de Leon Hotel advised Commission staff that it would pro­

vide desegregated facilities but has not made this policy public . 

The president of the local restaurant association, who favors dese­

gregation of all public accommodations, operates his restaurant also 

under an unannounced policy of desegregation . The six other hotels 

and 73 motels , and all other restaurants refuse service to Negroes . 

Administration of Justice and Civil Protection: While no 

formal charge of police brutality has been leveled at the St. Augustine 

Police Department, dogs and cattle prods have been used to disperse 

demonstration groups . The death of a Negro youth shot by police in 

effecting arrest, " • could have been possibly avoided if proper 

police procedures had been followed ••• " in the words of the 

coroner's jury. Negro youth have been arrested on a charge of litter­

ing while passing out reprints of a newspaper article on racial con­

ditions in St . Augustine whereas Ku Klux Klansmen were permitted to 

pass out announcements of a Klan meeting without interruption. The 

home of a Negro leader was shot into , killing his dog . Three auto ­

mobiles and a home of Negroes were mysteriously burned. No arrests 

were effected. Four Negroes were beaten when found near a Ku Klux Klan 

rallye Four Klansmen were arrested, but cases against three of them 
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were nolle prossed for lack of identificati onj the jury found the 

fourth not guilty. The four Negroes were charged with and con­

victed of assault . Negro youth have been adjudged delinquent 

and sent to reform schools upon being charged with violating the 

Florida unwelcome guest law as part of the local civil rights 

demonstrations . 

There is one Negro policeman on a thirty- two man force and 

he believes himself to have limited power of arrestj he receives less 

pay than white officers and is not appointed under civil service 

regulations as his white colleagues are . Negroes serve on both grand 

and petit juries . 

Many Negroes, lacking confidence in the willingness or 

ability of local police to protect them, have armed themselves for 

protection of home and family. 

Education: The public school system is operated by 

St . Johns County. There are a total of fourteen schools in the 

County with an enrollment of 6,400 pupils , one - third of whom are 

Negroes . The schools within St. Augustine have an enrollment of 3, 082 

pupils, 895 of whom are Negroes. Following the institution of a 

school desegregation suit, the Board of Education adopted a policy 

of free transfer. However , only six Negro children have transferred 

to previously all white schools . The automobile of the parents of 

one of these children was burned while they were attending a PTA 

meeting, and the home of two others was destroyed by fire . Within 

the schools themselves desegregation has proceeded without incident. 
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Catholic schools in St . Augustine have not been attended by Negroes, 

but two Negro pupils have reportedly been admitted for the Fall 

term, 1964-1965. There are two all Negro parochial schools in 

St. Johns County outside of the city. 

Health Facilities : The City's only hospital, Flagler 

Memorial, which was improved with Hill-Burton funds, is privately 

operated on a segregated basis . Negroes occupy one floor in one wing 

regardless of the nature of their illness . Toilet facilities and 

waiting rooms are segregatedo Negro employees (65 out of a total of 

183) allegedly enter through a separate entrance . Negro nurses 

administer to all patients alike but white nurses are never assigned 

to Negro patients . 

Employment: Negroes are employed in the traditional service 

trades associated with the tourist industry. Only a few white 

merchants employ Negroes in public contact positions . The largest 

single employer i s a government contractor employing from 700 to 

1100 workers . At the time of Commission staff interview, 8% of the 

work force was nonwhite . Two of the thirteen employees participating 

in an in-service training program were Negroes . The union which re­

presents these employees , International Association of Machinists, 

apparently does not discriminate against Negro employees of the firm 

in its membership policies o 
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Housing : There is no classic pattern of segregation of 

housing by areas since Negroes live throughout the City. However, 

Negroes tend to be offered and to buy only those houses previously 

occupied by Negroes . There are no federally assisted housing pro­

grams in St. Augustine. 

Voting : There are no impediments to Negro registration and 

voting . 

II. NEGRO DEMANDS AND COMMUNITY RESPONSES 

In the summer of 1963, the Negro leadership requested the 

creation of a bi - racial committee to work towards the solution of 

local grievances . City officials responded by publicizing the fact 

that St . Augustine had no ordinances requiring discrimination or 

segregation in public facilities , and they offered to explore the 

possibility of establishing a bi - racial committee . Dr. Robert B. 

Hayling, a St. Augustine dentist, and President (at the time) of the 

Youth Council of the St. Augustine N. A.A. C.P . , demanded that his 

organization be authorized to name the Negro members of the committee 

and that decisions of the committee be binding on the City. While 

these demands were being considered by City officials , Dr. Hayling, 

who along with other Negroes began to receive threatening phone calls, 

stated publicly that Negroes were armed and ready to fight for their 

rights if necessary . Thereafter City officials have refused to con­

sider further the creation of a bi - racial committee . The N. A. AoC . P. 
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has since rejected the leadership of Dr. Hayling but the Branch 

President, Mrs . F. L. Fullwood, in January, 1964 , appeared at the 

public meeting of the City Commission and presented the following 

rec ommendation: 

"We recommend the establishment of a bi­
racial committee, consisting of citizens 
interested in the welfare of all people 
in the progress of our City to study remain-
ing areas in which segregation is practiced 
in our City, especially in businesses serv-
ing the public , and to begin immediately by 
working cooperatively with these establish­
ments for the elimination of service and employ­
ment on a segregated basis . " 

The Commissioners have not responded to this request . 

In the white community Herbert E. Wolfe appears to be the key to 

local decisions, especially those relative to the Quadricentennial 

Celebration. He, the Mayor , the Chief of Police and perhaps t wo City 

Commissioners are avowed segregationists . The other two Commissioners 

are probably moderates . In the business community , moderate leader-

ship appears to rest in Frank Harrold, President of the St. Augustine 

National Bank, and in James KaLivas, the President of the St . Augusti ne 

Restaurant Association. 

The Mayor and the City Solicitor are firmly of the opinion that 

the City government should not be involved in the creation of a bi -

racial committee nor in applying pressure to the business community 

to desegregate public facilities . They assert that if business people 

should form a bi - racial committee and should they choose to desegre -

gate , the City government will honor their decision. Again , in the 

words of the St . Johns County grand jury, . "the primary point of 
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difficulty centers around the desegregation of privately owned 

tourist accommodations and eating establishments . " 

IIL FEDERAL GOVERNMENT INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT 

In addition to the Federal Government's normal interest in the 

deprivations of civil rights, denials of equal opportunity and 

general racial unrest, the Government has a compelling local inter­

est in St. Augustine by virtue of the Quadricentennial Celebration 

scheduled for 1965 . Stated simply, the Federal Government is a 

partner to the celebration which hopes to attract visitors from other 

countries as well as from the United States. Besides the Quadri­

centennial Commission, several other Federal agencies and the 

White House are and will be facilitating and actively participating 

in the celebration . The Federal Government, lending its name and 

prestige, has a vital concern in everything that will take place in 

St. Augustine during the celebration year. 

The Quadricentennial Commission : On August 14, 1962, the 

President of the United States approved a joint resolution of the 

Senate and the House of Representatives establishing the St . Augustine 

Quadricentennial Commission "to develop and to execute suitable plans 

for the celebration, in 1965, of the four hundredth anniversary of 

the founding of St. Augustine ••• " (Public Law 87-586, 76 Stat . 386) . 

The Commission is composed of eleven members : Senators Spessard L. 

Holland and George A. Smathers of Florida, appointed by the President 
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of the Senate : Representatives D. R. Matthews and William c. 

Cramer of Florida, appointed by the Speaker of the House of 

Representatives; the Director of the National Park Service, Depart­

ment of Interior, ex officio; and Herbert E. Wolfe, Charles Patrick 

Clark, Henry Ford II, J . Peter Grace , Archbishop Joseph P. Hurley, 

and Dr . Edward W. Litchfield, appointed by the President. The. 

President designated Herbert Eo Wolfe as Chairman. Bruce C. Roberts , 

Superintendent of the Castillo de San Marcos and Fort Matanzas 

National Monuments represents locally the Director of the National 

Park Service . The Commission accepted Earle W. Newton , Executi ve 

Director of the Florida State Commission (which Wolfe also chairs), 

as its Acting Secretary and Director General . Two bills , H. R. 6086 

and S. 1411, to add two additional public members and authorize a 

$350,000 appropriation for the Commission were introduced in 1963 

and referred to the Judiciary Committees . Heari ngs were held on the 

House bill on June 17, 1963. No other action has been taken by either 

Committee . 

State Department:· Mr . Earle W. Newton, with the cooperation 

and assistance of the State Department, has visited Mexico and 

Columbia to confer with officials of the respective governments about 

their participation in the celebration. Contact has been made with 

the Spanish Government as well. As a result of these efforts thus 

far, Spain has reportedly purchased land in St . Augustine and plans 

to erect a permanent exhibition hall . The status of the plans of 
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other foreign colllltries is not certain. The proposed plan for the 

celebration does anticipate the construction of three exhibition 

buildings, representing the United States, Spain, and Latin America. 

A further report from the Department of State is expected. 

Post Office Department: The Post Office Department reports 

that it has received a request for a stamp conunemorating the 400th 

anniversary of Spanish settlement of North America with its first­

day issue scheduled for St. Augustine. No action has been taken on 

this request. In addition, the Post Office has been asked to vacate 

the Federal Building it now occupies, and to move to another building 

to be constructed lUlder a lease arrangement. G.S.A. would then be 

asked to turn the Federal Building, which is of historical signifi­

cance, over to the Quadricentennial Commission for restoration and 

use as its headquarters during 1965. After the celebration the Park 

Service would be expected to maintain the building as a tourist 

attraction. 

Interior Department: By statute the Director of the National 

Park Service or his representative is designated as the executive 

officer of the Quadricentennial Conunissiono In addition, the National 

Park Service is participating in the local planning in St. Augustine 

and is expected to make its facilities available during the celebration 

year for the special events contemplated. Some repairs and renovations 

are being made at the Park in anticipation of celebration. 
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Other Federal Involvement: The proposed plan for the 400th 

anniversary also envisions, among other activities, the following: 

1 . Official endorsements from the President of the 

United States and the President of Spain for 

reproduction and distribution to the press . 

2. Formal opening of the celebration with address 

by President of the United States or Secretary 

of State . Luncheon or dinner to follow. 

3. Symbolic flight of Uo S. Air Force planes 

from Aviles to St. Augustine (landing at McDill 

Field), with the Mayor of Aviles representing the 

Spanish Government. 

4 . Meeting of the Inter-American Connnittee in 

St . Augustine arranged by Quadricentennial 

Commission. 

5. Arrival of "typical Spanish family" from Aviles, 

under auspices of Junior Chamber of Cormnerce 

and U. s. Peoples - to-Peoples Program. 

6. Formal opening of Spanish, Latin-American, United 

States and Florida exhibits . 

rl . CrlIL RIGHTS ISSUES 

It is safe to predict that St. Augustine will continue to be a 

target for civil rights demonstrations particularly as the Federal 

Government's participation becomes more obvious . It therefore is 
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important for the Federal agencies to adopt a lllliform policy 

position. The continued cooperation of Federal agencies in the 

celebration should be conditioned on the following: 

1. Complete desegregation in attendance and seating 

at all Quadricentennial events and affirmative 

efforts to include Negroes. 

2. Complete desegregation of all hotels, motels, 

restaurants and other places of public accommo­

dation, and good faith compliance with the letter 

and spirit of Title II of the Civil Rights Act. 

3. Full participation on a desegregated basis by 

Negroes and whites in the planning and in the 

presentation of all events in the celebration. 

4. The general improvement of relations between 

whites and Negroes in the commllllity in such areas 

as police-community relations, schools, medical 

facilities and employment. The appointment of 

a bi-racial committee or other means may be 

appropriate for the accomplishment of this objective, 

giving some assurance that racial demonstrations 

will not break out in the midst of the Celebration. 

Pending concrete signs of desegregation in public accommodations, 

the Federal agencies should suspend further support of the celebration 

by: 



12 

1 . Withholding transfer of the Federal Building 

to the Quadricentennial Commission for use in 

the celebration and withholding approval of a 

new Post Office location. 

2 . Advising representatives of OAS, Spain, 

Mexico, Columbia and of other countries plan­

ning to participate that the Federal Govern-

ment is suspending further support of the Quadri ­

centennial pending the elimination of racially 

discriminatory practices in public accommodations . 

3. Discontinuing further steps encouraging foreign 

governments to locate buildings or exhibitions 

in St . Augustine or to participate otherwise . 

4. Withholding approval of the use of National Park 

Service facilities for any event of the cele­

bration. 

5. Withholding approval of a commemorative stamp. 

V. CONCLUSION 

St. Augustine represents a potential source of continued racial 

unrest and agitation and of embarrassment to the Federal Government. 

In 1963, when the then Vice President Johnson went to St . Augustine 

to address a dinner meeting, Negroes had been excluded and threatened 

to picket the occasion. Following President Johnson's intervention, 

tickets were made available to Negroes in the community. Instances 
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such as that are bound to recur at every point of prominent Federal 

participation during the celebration. 

Preliminary discussions with the Federal agencies indicate a 

general willingness to cooperate in an effort to encourage local 

initiative in correcting existing conditions . Also three Commission 

members (Ford, Litchfield and Grace) have indicated their desire 

that attention be given to the amelioration of racial unrest. In 

light of this, the Presidential appointees on the Quadricentennial 

Commission might be advised by the White House of the President's 

wish that they use their influence to assure that steps are taken 

immediately to desegregate public accormnodations . Such action, 

combined with steps by the Federal agencies, will facilitate racial 

change. 

The Federal agencies will need to know that they are acting with 

White House approval in view of the Congressional interest in the 

St. Augustine celebrationo 

Prepared by the staff, 
UoS. Commission on Civil Rights 
Washington, DoCo 20425 

May 18, 1964 
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ny . pl~ to follo~ such n course w~s short-lived . 

. The ben.tin .continued, the wo~.:c n !)Crsisting wit. , "Costrn. e the 

b ~t~rds!" "r c thei 

' "m. Come on, do omoth1.i1 ~" ., "They h--:d to trcspnss to get here, 

they ' vo ot no .right to· ...... i ve. Strin 1 em up." 

; ' cnrby' 8 robed. wo~a.n spoke in r~ semi-whisper to her hu:;b.,nd , 

0 G get e hend chopper • •• •.::md get the rope ) nnd fo God 1 ~ sakJ, 

tnke off your . robe and lo~vo ·it 1- tl c c cr • You don't wont to m..,ss 
.. 

it up. n It wns thon I lmaw I h e. Ll to 102. VO t ho crowd, make my ny to 

tel~ phone and .summon police help. .Dut I wns nlmost in the rr.iddle 

~ the Cl.ob, d ·.to get a.way was cxt j_.. OL.lely prccc.rious. }vi y automobile 

w s ~ a qu rter mile awny. , The people h~d been remind ed repc tedly 

p th t " s ios" doubtless were present. No one else wns lenvin a at 

this ixr.o_, nnd .there as no certni:--ty thnt e person ·1cr.vin ·r:-u d 

not be shot. . .. 

- ..-· . t eccn blow of the f1$t and responding sho t frcm the . cro , Ir 

· - mana cd to·tako; a few · steps . throu ryh th mob, end to t nko up an 

positipn for a~ fc s eccnds . Finally, nftcr nn ct rnity of s conds, 

I had worked ~Y. !!D.Y to the extreme Gdeo of tho g .. thcrin,. ..er e then , 

was oth1ng_to do. but ~o . saunter cnsu~lly tow~rd my utomo i e, kick­

in ai lessl_Y: in t~o sand as I n.l~;:Gd c.J.on • 0nce in y cl'.r , · I left
1 

..,. .. ,. ,. ,., . "!, I ! I , .,,. 

j • 
( 9)

'{ . "' . 

https://omoth1.i1


-.... r.. c 

· ·hoc»... l. vr h:: bc;'n .. t L. rc..lly 30 I c~su~·.lly as." d th 
. 

l.OI" C; oueh c.l tu Btf fer t:rrec pack~r;o, of c.l ... ~. r .... tt0r; c , ['_ co ,le 0 
I, . 

~· ' _ h_l"\l e: c~llo. 1 h~d. :ly n f vo dollr~r bill rnd t ro pf.: nlc i tl · m • 

' .. n e~ n~d thct t 10 sol telephone •ooth in the o li.ig · lJ ~Y 

wns occ pied.-· 1~ 1 tad t\·m or t ' re .; 1,1inutos, dri 1.king o. t drinr.o 

so s ot to l\: peor too o.nx U"' . ;·,r.cn the telephone ~s not re-

- le scd, d ov north iil s r ch oi' ;.not'1cr "~ oll t e l .... phon~ .,I 

st I cc.llc th~ · sheriff•~ or· .:.cc c d r'1portcd the i 

1Tn r wa . .r i ..which I ins ariswor~d with ·; ''Is · the t so'i· hanlt you, 1 lei t 

_ 

........... 

,., ...me it thn f eeling t rit ho nlmo3t hod ·:bee ~::~)cc ting sucn C 
.J. ' 

m ng n I wondered if pGrhnps I h:i:d bec'o!nc ur.ncccssnrily 

ut with . the ·uhout ,; ,the blood, the wcnpons still vividly in ;:-

·oin , I kne tho ., :t>e!ttin s · ere lWt ~ham· . ·· A10.rc th" local 1 

nforc mo t .hn~· -been roputcd to be sor~ewhc t 1 ~"'cqui tuble n Ci. g r c ·1 

- 1ne5, I sti 1 e~red that nothing might o)donc in t rae 0 s VH tho 

0 r·egroos .. l nd known that egroes recently h~d be "-· 
'~. 

nnd' Em~cnc d r9r 11 11tter ingtt whc they passed cut hand 111 I ev •i 
I• 

lso ..th t the Ku Kluxers '"'. not bee. arrested for do1 the
i 

r .. 
thin . o , that d ay, or rather that sroe · had been rought in · nn re-

' . 
~ .L ~tcu , t 4e, poli co snying) m-ut t hey vi'crcn 't l ittcrin . " 

H~vin~ this anxiety, my next step was to c~ ll the stet 
' ., 

ju 
' . 

u. Yt G1._ cral-. s office . · I was req_uired to giva considernblc 1h· orn -

- tion ~ out myse before mating a r eport on t4o current fracas, bu 

- · o .co c in t nt o f1ce did · tt a t . o infomc. tim: .· rom mo . · ' 
·' 

•• f 
... · 

t 
Still wcnder i 1r ~ e1ou~h h~d been done , r then l~ c' £ c, 

~ ~.~an cc c 11 to the F.L •. I . 1n Jnc 1 ..sonvillo . I fully identifi 
I . 

(10) : 



---------------------

'··· r '~· p er on the cur-t,.. 

fcd t r nl nnd local lawsr ent r~ob act~on. .. ~ . 

were being. flnunto.d nnd .th'''. t ec.c.1 ngcncy ~t lo~: t should have the 

informntion 1-beginn1nr; en t. e l oc·?'.l l eve l nnd goin g .to the top • ·~ · · 
I'' 

I IAt t he t ime I h&d l eft t ho ra1~c t ing , I h .".d de c ided thnt o c!'.\l l 
' '! 

uthorit ies ,was ~~)o ut all I coul d do to nllevi :.. .. te the s ttation 

nnd ~ thtl t 1.t vculd. be d".!.ngerous :nnd f,eolish t o . c1r 1~e alr.ng b~ck down 
, I 

t.. ' " • ~· .. • fl • • ' i I' "'.. ' ;, 

' ' ' 

orJ.1 ~·per .son ...t6 ~ hn ve l eft the mee t i1 g during the ,f ever: pitch of ex- j i 1, 
• • ... ' , , .. ' •, ~ • " • • t 

i• • ~· ~ • ~ • : • •• • ~ • ., i \; i'.l 
1''. 1, ·citcn:.ent . , .. I knew .a . f c-w w1 ~ .1lt the · c1'oud. h~~ d se\:. n me le t.wc i~ nd tha·t : ~ ' '..... .. .. , . . . : ,: 

: ! I 

.-~ l,·. it I re j oined: them , my own snfety might be in jcopo.rdy. Yet I could • \I: 

. . / ,? 
not lenve · t he nrea w1 thout lmo~n g th~. t the men e1 ther were safe or . 'i'.l 

I / ~· 

dead • 

. -· I then drovo bacl: to the bowling allwy (uhich wns by the entrcnce 

... to the woods road), 'and parked 1.d r~ont or 1t. A s mnll group or youn 

. men .trom the tally had gathered by the cornar of the bowl ing nlley . · 

:..·he y wore about forty feet from me . After wniting for about 10 min.ut e 
!. . I ,

•
I saw a · green,._unmarked automobilo pnss, in wl11ch were two officers 

~ I• 

nnd tho rour Negroes . With this I felt free to leave, nnd I headed 

·ror: home. 
,, ..~ .. ·~. . ), -\ · S;tnce t hen I hD. ve le. rncd t:1 .-.t t•oitr ·whi t o ricn f1•cm e.ruong tho r.1 

,,.. .- .I' 
1iwere arrested on a charge of nssualt o.nd bnttcry, and that they were 

; .. lf ' I/ ii 
· ' r e.l en sed on 6iOO bond eaoh . (This, incidentally, is as · ~a ~ os ·the 

t I 

I:, 

f ' I ~ · smallest · '1>9nd exacted ot the 11egrocs in rocent demonstrations . Some _.., \ I 1- I 

<. \ I 

.hove.'. be (:tl as high as $750). The sheriff is reported ·to have said I 'j' 

~\ \ ; 
I 

• I,·, ; ,l ~ ·! ;· _thnt by t he time or his arrival , t he crowd had dwindl ed to nothin.g . 
l ' ' ;' \' .·' 

Howover, ~ I loft . tho- bowling alloy to return home, I l ooked down the ··"~ 

' ' (ll) 
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' ~-
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. ' 

·" 

... 
t~ 

"• 

wa~,. to the meoting ~.ln c c . Pe rh;-.p. s cc c of t~ ·1 0 so br :1 v e ltL.. n~r-:cn 

and their vocal wonen hnd tii~d~ for t:1c bushc~ , end p\:rhnps only 
•· i . •' j 

c. . <,toll.r. people still were in evid ence, but I h ~vd l!o doubt th:1.'t 
~ • •I • . . •.. 

miniwum ot effort would h <.~ve r evOr'.lCd othor s • 

T t ... : ~ :it, ~\ t ~, (I , • 

boctim9 more bruta.l ad than any whic.'1· I tad wi tnc.ssed an t hn t 
' I . • ' ·r . To , ,, .. f;",.three ~or the ·Negroes are ho~pitnlizcd r. t this writing . >.> ... v ...... 

ropc'r crcdi t to , 4a .shcrir , I ti ~t sny th:: t ho ~r i vcd .en th(;. 
' ,. \' ' '· ' ·" ' '. 

;,1'.' (. ~ ('' • ' . • • ._ ~ • ' 1 > ..: 
scene· within a very few · m!nutes eftcr ho Wi! s coll&d . 

t, t 1·1 .... f·• • l.' 
4 J .. ·' ·,J.. .... ,J, 

"!( ~ I •y. . I 
.. I". • 
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.. ~. * ' I• 
i 11' 
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• f' 
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sensitive spot with a pamphlet 1lence, is the Vice Presidential came Thursday night when a

STRAIN SHOWING Ientitled, "400 Years of Big-otry nominee of the National States' mob. halted in an attempt to I 
and Hate Supported and Mai.n- Rights party. attack the demonstrators, I 

~uGUST IN E ta.ined ,,by Northern Tourist Actually, the trouble her~ has turned on newsmen. Severa l ' IN ST, ft Dolla~s . , . .been confined to a . relatively were injured, none seriously, 
Whites we~e . ~lready ~ orned I mall area of the city around and four cameras and other 

over the poss1b1hty that demon- its central plaza and to brief . 
. . h D . 'strations last March would ,periods on Tuesday, Wednesday equipmen~ ':ere smashe<l. . 

First Week of Rig ts rive 1cause & drop in attendance at and Thursday nights. \Vhite . Other mc1dents reported m-
Regarded as Inconclusive iparks and beache~ i~ this east toughs, some armed with a va- clude<l the shooting up of a 

coast resort and ~ishmg center. 1,riety of weapons, gathered bea ch cottag~ ~ented by Negro 
. These were highlighted by the ' there to oppose scores of mostly leaders, the fmng of a blast of i 
1arrest of Mrs. Malcolm Pea- silent Negro demonstrators who buckshot into a car occupied by j

Br CLAl"D.E SITIOX body of Cambridg;. Mass.. I marched around the plaza and Harry Boyte of A ti.anta, special 
1special to T ht Ntw Y ork T imu mother of that states Gov~r~- then returned to their own ass istant to Dr. Kmg. and the I 

ST. ArGUSTI="E Fla .. May or. Endicott Peabody, in a sit-m ; section. beating of a Negro man who 1 

30 - Th~ .firs~ week ?: the at the Ponce de Leon Motor I An attempt by more ·than 175 had taken part in the demon- I 
summer c1 n l ng:ht~ dn' e of I.odge. !Negroes to March into the strations. \ 
t he Southern Chnst1an Leader- Closer to home, Negroes have ldowntown area last night was The police, who have been re· 
ship C:onference end.ed here to- initiated a. boycott, with a flier blocked by 40 law enforcement inforced by St. . John's County 
day with .results satisfactory to that says: . officials and police dogs. White sheri ff's deputies and state 
neither side. "Men with whom we do bus1- , touCYhs again gathered in the troopers, have said that they 

The tourist-based economy of ness had clubs and chains a.nd Ipla:a but were prevented from could not control the violence 
the nation's oldest . city already were ready to kill us. The city entering the area where the that might result if the dein­
reflects the strain of m~ss . policemen refuse to protect u~: demonstrators and the police onstra tions were allowed to 
demonstrations. sporadic vio- We must not spend downtown. confronte<l each other for a continue. All law enforcement 
Ience and unrest. I The absence of organized brief perao<l. units in the area are under 

Officials of the conference .
1 
support for the boycott and the The most serious outburst Sheriff L. 0 . Davis Jr. 

wh o~ e president is the Rev. Dr. low buying power of the Negro 
Martin Luther King Jr.. con- !community cast doubt over its 
cede that thev have faile<i to effects. However, shopkeepers I 
a rouse the widespread support 'reported that receipts were 
among ?-;egroes necessary for dropping. . 
earlv success. 'People are just afraid t o 

The . ·egro communi ty here come downtown," said the op­
is gen e ra l!~· poor , apa thetic over era.tor of a drugstore. Thi~ re­
the civi r ights drive and re- fleets the pattern estabhshe<l 
la ively small. It makes up 23 elsewhere in raci8:1 controve:­
per cent of thf> population of ,sies, where a desire t.o avoid 
15.000 persons. The \•iolent op- incidents has kept whites out 
position appear~ to be centered o! business sections. 
in Ku Kl ux Klansmen &nd other 1 Six of the horse-dr~wn sur­
whit es from su rrounding tovn1s reys used for transportmg tour- j 
and rural areas. ists on· tours of the old city 

Both whi te and :Negro leaders 5tood empty this afternoon as 
ex pressed concern. for quite di!- :53 Negro pickets walked i>lo.w- : 
ferent r ('a sons, over the pros- ly by on the waterfront dnve 
pE'c ts a rismg from the drive carrying .signs protesting dis· 11 

({gai ns t disc rimination in public crimlnation in public a.ccom­
accommod.a tion8 and employ- modations. 
ment. Klansmen driving automo-

Most of aT1 , whites_fe-ar that biles equipped with two-way 
the contrversy ¥.; II defeat ef- radios cruised the city. J ..B. 
for ts to b0tai n coopern.tion from Stoner of Atlanta. was seen s1t­
F ederal official and foreign ting in one car with two othE'r 
governments in the quadricen- men, one of whom was armed 
t enn ial cel bration next year of with a re\'oh'er and a sap. 
the ci t :>-" s fo unding . Mr. Stoner, a. lawyer who has 

Dr . King and his a ides a.re defended Klan smen t'ln? ot~e r l 
exerting pres. ure on this very whites arrested in racial v10-
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WA130 PD 

FAX SAN DIEGO CALIF 29 503P PDT 

THE PRESIDENT 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

I AM WIRING YOU OUT OF THE UTMOST URGENCY• AS YOU MUST KN"7, 

ALL SEMBLANCE OF LAW AND ORDER HAS BROKEN DCNN AT ST ~UGUSTINE, 

FLORIDA . I~ THE LAST FORTY • EIGHT HOURS, WE HAVE WITNESSED 

RAW AND RAMPANT VIOLENCE EVEN BEYOND MUCH OF WHAT WE HAVE 

EXPERIENCED IN ALABAMA AND MISSISSIPPI . 

OUR DEMONSTRATIONS HAVE BEEN ABSOLUTELY NONVIOLENT . YET THE 

ONLY POLICE RESTRAINT HAS BEEN DIRECTED AT THOSE WHO SEEK THE 

JUST GOALS OF OUR DEMOCRATIC HERITAGE IN THE NATION' S OLpEST 
,..

CITY. ONE OF MY CLOSEST AIDES HAS BEEN BRUTALLY BEATEN, NEWSMEN 

BEEN ATTACKED AND THEIR CAMERAS DESTROYED, THE HOMES OF 

OUR PEOPLE HAVE BEEN SHOT INTO AND AT LEAST THREE ATTEMPTS 

Ai ASSASSINATION HAVE BEEN MADE AGAINST SCLC STAFF. 

CALL ON YOU AS PRESID~NT OF OUR NATION TO USE THE INFLUENCE 

OF YOUR HIGH OFFICE TO IMMEDIATELY PROVIDE FEDERAL PROTECTION 

THROUGH THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE FOR THE MEMBERS OF THE NEGRO 

COMMUNITY WHO SEEK REDRESS OF THEIR GRIEVANCES UNDER THE FIRST 



AMENDMENT • THE CHIEF OF POLICE HAS PUBLICLY ADMITTED THAT HE 

DOES NOT HAVE THE RESOURCES TO RESTRICT THE VIOLENT ONSLAUGHT 

OF THE RACIST OPPOSITIQN. WE CANNOT IN GOOD CONSCIENCE POSTPONE 

OUR NONVIOLENT THRUST MERELY BECAUSE VIOLENCE HAS ERUPTED 

AGAINST US BUT WE SINCERELY BELIEVE THAT AS AMERICAN CITIZENS 

OUR RIGHT TO PEACEABLE ·ASSEMBLY MUST BE GUARANTEED AND NOT 

ABRIDGED BECAUSE OF THE UNRESTRAINED LAWLESSNESS OF THE KLAN 

ELEMENT. UNLESS IMMEDIATE AND DECISIVE ACTION IS TAKEN , THOSE 

WHO HAVE DEGENERATED TO THE USE OF VIOLENCE WILL BE ENCOURAGED 

AND THERE WILL BE INESCAPABLY THE NEEDLESS LOSS OF LIFE AND 

PROPERTY • VERY TRULY YOURS 

MARTIN L KING JR. PRES s . c. L. c. 
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W. e tl to be • au.ab • to the 

cc: James Kynes, Attorney General, State Capitol, Tallahassee, Florida 
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FAX ATLA~ A GA JUN 9 717P EST 

TH! PRE,_. DE T 

TH HTr., HOUSE 

DEAR I H. J()}{ SON : I HP. VE EN E~ POl ERED .. y ! HE : OARD or SCLC TO 

REGISTE1 H TH YOU OUR UTTER ors.1AY THAT THE DEPART .E T OF JUST I CE 

H STAKE .'O PRECAUTIO ARY 1EASURE TO SAF ,G ARD THE LIFE OF nR • 

. ARTI LUTHER KI 'G A D THE STAFF -OF SCLC NO· OJ , SSIGN .E TT L ST • 

. tGU.. T N , FLORIDA . IN THE AK.: OF DOCU ~ENTED LA ~LESS ~ ·E S THE 

AR ED ATTACK 0 UR ST FF COTTAGE Am ITS SUBSE ·UENr BLRN I NG ON 

l() 

0 
aJ 

"' 
0 

l ·-

s~J . 'DAv NIGHT, Na-·. A SHWLE IN ·UIRY OR CONT CT H S BEEN MADE ITH 

ANY OFF'ICIALb 0. ~CLC Hi . T. AUGU...'TINE OR HERE IN THE ATLANTA 

:JFF'ICE T, EST BL SH THE \HERE. BOUTS OR MOVEME~ TS OF DR. KI lG . IT 

cEEi S CRYST L CLER ~HAT DE PITE DH . KIN ""' BEING A DISTIJGUISHED 

A .ER!CA,i r D RELIGIOU~ EADER, 10T VE Y .UCH CO!\CE N FOR HIS LIFE 

r ~ EVIDE ED BY THE F»DERAL GOVER1 1ME ·r .r ERELY BECAUSE HE I S A ~EGRO . 

1IT IS A SAD C01ME~TARY TO KNO THAT A LEGED ~EMBERS OF THE AFIA 

HAiJE FBT SURV ILL. C_.. 1~ LE ANY NEnr·W , 0 ATTER HO! , IGNIF!CM\JT HIS 

l()PuSI7 MUST FEA. FOR H S LIFE IF HE PURSU~S THE SI ~ PLE FULL 
aJ 

~ X ER~ISE OF HIS CONST TUTIONAL PRIVILEGE AS At ER CAN CITIZEN . 

0 



IT S OUR SI~ " RE OPE THA TH IS DEPLO A LE SITUAT I ~ ILL E 

Y CORR CTE OUR FF CF STA D~ R~ DY TO COOPER TE N A1Y 

, 1AJ .ER T AT E CA 

Y TT E ' L ER X.. CUTIVE DIRECTOR ."OVTHE . CHRISTIA LEADERSHIP 
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STATEMENT BY GOVERNOR FARRIS BRYANT ISSUED 
JUNE 10, 1964, CONCERNING RACIAL DISTURBANCES 
IN ST. AUGUSTINE, FLORIDA: 

"I have learned this morning of the Federal Court Order entered 

last night enjoining the local officials in St. Augustine from 

interfering with night time demonstrations. I have asked the 

Attorney General to advise me as to its legal implications. 

I will not condone violence on any scale and appropriate action 

has been taken to prevent it. Sufficient state law enforcement 

officers are on hand to achieve this objective. I have called on 

the local officials to exercise all diligence to insure that peace 

be maintained. I would not hesitate to exercise every power 

available to me as Governor to insure that law and order 

prevail. 11 



June 10, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES 

Subject: St. Augustine 

Yesterd ay afternoon Burke Marshall called to advise that the father 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. had called the Justice Department 
expressing concern over the safety of his son who was heading into 
St. Augustine today (Wednesday, /une 10). The Department had 
received information that Federal District Judge Simpson of 
Jacksonville was about to issue an order enjoining the local police 
authorities from interfering with civil rights demonstrations and, 
in effect, nullifying the ban on night time demonstrations imposed 
by the St. Augustine Chief of Police. 

This obviously presented an explosive situation and we agreed that 
perhaps the best course was for me to alert Governor Bryant to the 
latest d evelopments and to again volunteer our concern and willingness 
to be of any proper help. Neither of us believe that there was any 
basis upon which Federal marshals or Federal troops could be used. 
There was no suggestion that the local authorities would refuse to obey 
Judge Simpson's order. The UPI on June 5 reported that Dr. King was 
alleged to have been told by me that "'the Federal government would not 
stand by while the rights of Negroes are not protected. n No such state­
ment was ever made in the suggested sense that Federal troops or 
Federal marshals would intervene in any situation that was within the 
control of state or local authorities. As my earlier memos to the 
files following those conversations with Dr. King indicate, the tenor 
of my conversation with Dr. King was that the state had been advised 
of the explosive character of the situation and that the Governor stated 
clearly that the conditions in the community were being followed closely 
by state officials and that adequate force was there to control the situation. 

Following yesterday's discussion with the Justice Department I talked 
last night with Governor Bryant in Cleveland who was attending the 
Governors' Conference. I advised him of the scheduled visit of Dr. King 



-2-

to St. Augustine today and th:! Federal court 1 s order. He apparently 
had not received this information before and evidenced considerable 
concern. He was leaving early this morning to return to Florida 
and indicated he would ask for a full and complete report from his 
state highway officials and would look into the problem without delay. 
He reiterated his desire to keep in close touch with us and seemed 
genuinely appreciative of the information I had given him. · 

Lee C. White 



June 10, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES 

Subject: St. Augustine 

Governor Bryant called this afternoon to report that he had ordered 
100 state highway patrolmen to the St. Augustine area, 20 conserva­
tion officers to patrol the waterfront and 20 state beverage officials 
to police the bars and taverns of St. Augustine. In addition, he has 
ordered that an independent communications network be established 
to obviate the need for using th e county sheriff's office and communica­
tions facilities. The Governor is preparing an Executive Order which 
would deputize all of these individuals to act as general law enforce­
ment officers. 

He gave his flat assurance that the situation would be under control. 

I took the occasion to relay to him some information that Joe Dolan 
of the Justice Department had given me about the St. Augustine 
situation based on his visit there last week. In short, the information 
was that negotiation between the white community and the Negroes in 
St. Augustine was not impossible. I read to him figures indicating 
the decline in visitors to the Castillo de San Marcos national monument 
in St. Augustine during the past two months. He agreed that this 
information would be of considerable interest in St. Augustine, which 
relies heavily on tourist trade for its economy. The figures are as 
follows: 

1963 1964 
March 32,400 36,600 
April 44, 100 26,200 
May 27,000 24,864 

The Governor said that he would talk to the Mayor about the possibility 
of calling a meeting and left the distinct impression that he was concerned 
about the matter and that he would take a strong personal hand in it. 
His action today tends to bear this out. 

Lee C. White 



OPTION ,t.L F ORM NO. 10 

5010-104 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
TO William L. Taylor, General Counsel DATE: June 11, 1964 

FROM M. Carl Holman, Information Officer 

SUBJECT: SCLC Complaint of Alleged Federal Inaction in St. Augustine, 
Florida. 

Harry Boyte, Executive Secretary to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference, reports from St. Augustine that Dr . King 
(now in jail along with Rev. Ralph Abernathy following their attempt to 
enter a segregated restaurant) and the Negroes of St. Augustine are 
disturbed about the seeming lack of Federal response to requests for 
protection. Boyte points out that, though some 200-odd State troopers 
were present during the march last night, they did not clear hostile 
whites out of the area or prevent their infiltrating to attack the 
marchers. Other demonstrators ar arriving from Savannah(one of the two 
busloads expected is already there, according to Boyte) and others are 
expected from Williamston, N.C. and elsewhere. If necessary, he reports, 
the jails will be filled (Estimated capacity: 400). He reports that King 
has said privately that if even an ordinary white person had requested 
assurances of protection from the President and the Justice Department 
in similar circumstances it would have been forthcoming. King's associates 
who are not in jail have expressed concern for King's safe~y, claiming 
that "the Klan element has complete free run of the jail." Boyte says 
that he had a long talk with the Chief of Police today and is convinced 
that the Chief, who refused to speak firmly to his men about protecting 
all persons, is himself sympathetic to the segregationists and cannot 
be expected to provide protection. The State troopers are now mounting 
floodlights in the square in preparation for tonight. Two more demonstra­
tions are planned for tonight, Boyte says. He feels th~t unless Governor 
Bryant has insisted on more determined efforts to curb violence, the 
demonstrators will be in even greater danger than before. He and the 
other SCLC officials ask why the Federal Government is still silent and 
apparently unconcerned about what is happening in St. Augustine. 
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FROM: DOUGLASS CATER 

The Wyatt T. Walker call came after I 
talked to you yesterday. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

W ASHINGTON 

June 11, 1964 

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT 

F R OM: Douglass Cater 

1 . Martin Luther King's Deputy, Wyatt T. Walker, phoned me from 
A tlanta to put in a personal entreaty following up King's request that 
y o u send Federal marshals to St. Au ustine. He said that, in line 
w ith your assurances a year ago, you might ask the community whether 
they would accept a Federal mediation team. He considers the Negro 
demands reasonable and, pres\ITT}ably, subject to negotiatione They 
are: 5 policemen, 4 firemen, 3 clerical workers in city employnrnnt, 
a b i -racial commission, motels, hotels and lunch counters opened to 
N eg roes, and a commitment from the business community for fair 
hiring practices. They have proposed a 90-day deadline for employ• 
m ent, a 30-day for public accommodations. 

2. Harold Fleming, former head of the Southern Regional Council and 
a very able worker in race relation matters, reported on a meeting at 
the Commerce Department yesterday on the preparatory discussions 
for the Conciliation Service and said it was highly discouraging. He 
reported that the Commerce officials did not seem to be familiar with 
the Bill, as revised, and the enormous burden that will be dumped on 
the m the day it is enacted into law. He estimates that there will be 
an immediate "'crunch.. on the Public Accommodations Section and the 
urgent need for the Conciliation Service. 

I have talked to Lee White about this. One positive step you may 
wish to take is to be prepared quickly to name a head of the Service• 

. Fleming has suggested that Governor Coombs might have both the 
stature and the ability to handle this difficult job. 
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Martin Luther King 'and 17 Others ]ailed Tryiizg to Integrate St. Augustine Restaurant', 
By JOHX HERBERS l\•ision cameras, smiled and said. off violence in the town square marshals be<'ause of an appar- Augustine to break the civil civil rights demonstrators to- --The police rJT P. p l ;u·~rds from 
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he attemp_ted. t~ eat m one of As the cameras and reporters break. And for the first time 'guarantee that someone won't and order_ed Sh~riff Da:r1s to Fed~ral Court. '.1t Birmingham ber today. '. 
St. Augustme s finer restaurants recorded the colloquy a burlv white assailants were arrested throw a rock We cannot com- 'stop putting prisoners m an seeking to enJom law enforce- Ab t 15 d t . . 
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. As Dr . Kmb and 11 ot.he~s lunch, bulled hi way through 'Augustine youths were charged do that we'd have to line the J an.~ m padded cells. Iwith peaceful demonstratwns. g y , · -
\\ er~ a rr~sted und~r Floz;.da s ,the crowd, violently shoved Dr. with disorderly conduct and re- sidewalks with police. But law ! ~ore than cruel and unusu~~ : The Rev. T. Y. Rogers, le~d- order from ~fay e r. Lester ~al- J 
unwanted gue_ t la \\ s; Ne~roes . King aside and entered the res- !sisting arrest and a fifth was .and order can be and will be pumshm_ent has _be~n .shown, er of the lc:~cal desegregat10n mer and Police Chief Bob Miles 
p lai:ned more a~ d la1 e_: m~r c h- i taurant. . lcharged with carrying a con- maintained." ~udge ~Impson s~id.m his orde~ .. movement, said further rn~rches to remove the signs. Most of j 
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e~ mto the t o' ' n qu .. e v. h~re , Finally Sheriff Davis and a cealed \\·eapon a large chain. B f h t t ..1 D Here 1s e~posed m its ~aw ugh- wo~ld be held up pending a th . h Id b .. 
n ~ lence spark ed bv wh1te j ' . , . . ' . e ore e wen ° Jal' r. ness, studied and cymcal bru- rulmg of the court. e signs were e Y persons I 
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• n a11a assee, overnor roopers rem orce e 1 oca1 au- t ,, t t· ·f th 'I11 1reduc~ t he ~n:er . nor l en jremain in ja il for a few days Bryant said he had informed thorities. 'men a y. _ _ _ ~ns r~ ions . l _ey wou d The hand lettered placards, . 
r em?'.ed the ~i ic k s th~t ~oara d while demonstrations continue. the White House law and order I n Jacksonville, Federal Dis- . _mediate this. co.~flict and ar- held at eye level. read ''Wet 
flm\ ei ? ed. m the lltt _e pai There were indications that ·would be maintained without trict Judge Bryan Simpson said Tu caloo a ::\larch Ba lked nve at a solution. want an effective ordinance that ~ 

1rl ~t adaom. e\~~ t~.1~.as la_~e t~~:d .he authorities were beginning use of Federal troops or mar- in a court order that there had ! TUSCALOOSA, Ala., June 11 co\·ers job opportunities, educa- :t 
e: an e~;ur . ·a ~o~ ~ "'1hts that l p crack down on the gangs of shals. Dr. King earlier had 'been a deliberate attempt by • (UPI)-The police surrounded Protest H alted In Austin tion. housing and public accom- I 

~'-~i~e ~ Irum i nat~ 'aark ~;rners of 'wh_ites who have repeatedly set asked President J ohnson to send law enforcement officers in St. la church packed with Negro r AUSTIN, Tex., June 11 (AP) modations." 

t he square. 
Last night. white men and 

youths lurking in the shadows 
hurled bricks at state troopers 
who were trying to guard civil 
rights demonstrators from a 
cursing mob. The whites broke 
through the police line and 
.slugged and kicked several dem­
onstrators . Other marchers said 
t hey were burned by acid thrown 
from the crowd. 

Tranquil During Day 
By day downt own St. Augus­

t ine is t he picture of tranquility 
wit h old men playing checkers 
in the slaYe market and t ourists 
viewing old Spanish buildin gs ! 
from horse drawn surreys. At 
ni ;:!ht it is t he scene of an out- I 
pou ring of r cial hatred and · 
v101ence. 

Dr. King was arrested on the 
doorst ep of the Monson Motor 
Lodge Restaurant a fter a 20-
minute confrontat ion with the 
p resident and g eneral manager 
of the concern , James Brock. 

E veryone in t own had known 
for 24 hou1·s that Dr. King 
would be arrest ed. He had an­
n ounced yesterday . that he 
w ould go to jail to dramatize 

. discrim ination a ga inst N egroes 
jJl the na tion 's oldest city. 

When- Dr. King a nd h is chief 
. a ide, the Rev. P~alp h D. Aber­
. : ':"!~ty, arrived shortly after noon, 

.fr. Brock was waiting. 
- The n ight before Mr. Brock, 

,.,·ho a l. o is president of the 
.Florida H otel a nd Mot el Asso­
c ia ion, had beens en on a. down­
t o ,~·n__s treet carrying a shoteun. 

https://t~.1~.as
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w1u lllummate aarK corners or 
the square. 

La. t night. whitf' men and 
youths lurk mg in the . hadows 
hurled bricks at state troopers 
who \\·ere trying to guard civil 
ri>:hts demonstrators from a 
cur, in~ mob. The whites broke 
through the poli e line and 
~ lug~cd and kicked s \'era.I dem­
on, trator . Other marchers said 
they were burned by acid thrown 
from the crowd. 

Trancrull During Day 
B\· d;w dm\·ntown t. Augus­

t ine. is the picture of tranquility 
wi·h old men pla:-·:ing checkers 
in the sla.Ye market and tourists 
Y1ewing old Spani h buildings l 
from horse dra\\·n surreys, At 
ni_ht it is the scene of an out­
pouring of racial hatred and 
violence. 

Dr. King was arrested on the 
doorstep of the :\fon~on Motor 
L d"'e Restaurant after a 20-
minute confrontation with the 
pr sident and general manager 

f the concern, James Brock. 
E\·eryone in tO\\·n had known 

for 24 hours that Dr. King 
would be arrested. He had an­
n ounced yesterday that he 
would go to jail to dramatize 
d·scrimination against Negroes 
in the nation's oldest city. 

\Yhen Dr. King and his chief 
aide, the Rev. Ralph D. Aber­
naty, arrived shortly after noon, 
Mr. Brock was waiting. 

The night before Mr. Brock, 
who also is president of the 
F orida Hotel and Motel Asso­
cia ion. had been seen on a down­
t own street carrying a shotgun, 
a billy stick. a p istol and a 
flashlight. He was one of 
s eY ral businessmen in tov.--n 
who were made special deputies 
:n?:= terday by Sheriff L. 0. Davis 
The sheriff said he had ap­
pealed to the city's civic clubs 
to help main ain Jaw and order. 

Mr. Brock told Dr. King that 
he and h is party of eight per­
sons were not wanted. The two 
then began a polite debate of 
the civil rights issue. 

Fears for Hi Bu. iness 
Dr. King asked if Mr. Brock 

unders tood the "humiliation our 
people have to go through." Mr. 
B rock r eplied he would inte­
gra e his bu ~ iness if the sub­
stantial whi e citizens of the 
community a:ked him to or if 

• he were scrv d with Federal 
.::- Court ordc>r. 

"You realize it would be 
dP rim ntal to mv bu: rness to 

• ~ rve ·ou here," J\Tr. Brock said. 
: ·_. ' 'I have unfortunately had to 

arrest 84 persons here since 
:East r. " 
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RACIAL CTOPS 17) y!!/ 
~ ST . AUGUST NE~ fLA . CAP)-!NTEGRATION LEADER DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING 
JR. SAID TODAY HE WILL ASK PRES!DENT JOHNSON TO SEND FEDERAL 
MARSHALS INTO THIS C!TY.. TO HELP PRESERVE LAW AND ORDER • 

. . " A1iTER WHAT TOOK PLACE TUESDAY NIGHT AND THE ABSOLUTE REFUSAL OF 
THE POLICE TO DO ANYTH-NG ABOUT IT UNTIL TOWARDS THE END , I TH!NK 
THERE !S A NEED FOR SOME FEDERAL RESTRAINT FORCE, " K!NG SAID AT A NEWS 
CONFERENCE SHORTLY AFTER ARRIVING IN ST . AUGUSTINE FROM ATLANTA . 

WH!TE GANGS ATTACKED DEMONSTRATORS !N A NIGHT MARCH TUESDAY. 
KING SAID HE WOULD URGE IN A TELEGRAM TO JOHNSON NOT ONLY PR6TECTION 

BUT ALSO PERSONAL INTERVENTION BY THE PRESIDENT TO OPEN COMMUNICATION
BETWEEN THE WHITE AND NEGRO COMMUNITIES . 

roN¥~~~:TEH11 ~kf~cgf ~6~tn 5~~gA~~0I~E~o~~M~~~ARgf 1g~v~t 5ni~~~~iifE~g~
TOMORROW . HE INDICATED IT MIGHT BE A SIT-IN AT A SEGREGATED 
RESTAURl\NT • 

. . __ WE424PED 6/ 10 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 13, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES 

SUBJECT: Conversation with Wyatt Tee Walker. 

At the President's suggestion, I returned Wyatt Tee 
Walker's phone call of June 11. He told me that there 
were only two reasons for his call: 

1. To report that the State Police were doing an 
effective job in St. Augustine, and the King people had no 
complaint on that score at the moment. 

2. That he wanted to reiterate the statement in 
Dr. King's telegram e·arlier this week that the President 
had committed himself to securing a 11dialogue1r between 
the Negroes and White of St. Augustine while there as 
Vice President last year. 

I indicated to him that I was not aware of the particular 
situation, but that without regard to any intimations that 
might have been made, the situation as it was today was 
rather hopeful. There are newspaper accounts indicating 
negotiations are going forward, and the Justice Department 
has advised us that there is reason to be hopeful about them. 
I further told Walker that my own personal view was that the 
less the Federal Government were involved in the situation, 
the more likely there was to be fruitful discussions and 
negotiations. 

The conversation was extremely short, and ~edid not question 
or challenge what I described as my personal view. 

~ 
Lee C. White 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

June 18, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

MR. LEE C. WHITE 

I thought you might be interested 
in the attached. 

~ 
Clifford L. Alexander , Jr. 
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'lersy Ward points to bnllet: hole in windshield as white SCLC 
aides help. },1.archers vacked jail t.ike elephants in phone booth. 
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SflOVU> KU·U; RISK l>Kffll IN FLORIDA? 

DR.. KING .IUSKS LIF.E TO RESTORE 
By LARRY ·STILL 

St. Augustine, Fla., the oldest city in t;be United States, 
may decide the future of Am.e:rica if Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., the president of the Southern Christian Leader­
ship Conference iSCLC), has his way. 

As you enter the Atlantic Ocean re.sort area through a 
Spanish fortress-like stone gate, a colonial sign bids wel­
come to the city founded in 1513 and settled in 1565 and 
which calls itself the birthplace of Chl'istianity. Across 
the street fro1n the public area where the local NAACP 
forced removal of segregated signs, hangs another .bill­
board advertising Ripley's "Believe lt Or Not.0 One hardly 
knows which to believe. 

Infamous for more than 400 years as a slave trading 
cent.er and citadel of segregation, the city could set a new 
pattern in race relations as a result of Dr. King's decision 
to go to jail voluntarily and risk death by "using civU dis­
obedience to break an unjust law against Negroes." Aware 

~/ ~:§$2&:-'· _: . 
After pointing to bullet hole in home, jailed Dr. King, Rev. 

Abernathy explain r-ights struggle was getting too violent. 
14 . 

NON VIOI.ENCE IN CIVIL RIGHTS "FIGHT 
/ 

I 
t 

i Foll.owing surpri.se protest, wounded marcher was ho. pitalized 
as local leader, Dr. Hayling, examines woman. hit: with brick.! 

https://surpri.se


Demonstrators Calm, Newsment Police Jittery 
of criticism that his actions may t ake the play away from 
the civil rights bill, the I\11ssissippi Summer Project and 
the NAACP convention, Dr. King emphasized that SCLC 
moved into St. Augustine now to restore the "freedom 
movement" to its non-violent character. 

Although he had been warned of a plot to kill him in 
the Southern Plorida Ku KlU..."{ Klan stronghold and aides 
had been told "he would live only three days" in the an­
cient, insecure jail, Dr. King told JET, "I decided to come 
here because th.is city is the oldest symbol of segregation 
in t.he country and will be celebrating its 400th birthday 
next year. 

After the Rev . King was led away to jail, aides anxiously 
checked reports that Klansmen invaded the Negro com­
munitv dressed as white women to assassinate the Negro 
leader. Dr. King also appealed to President Johnson to 
send U. S. marshals and attorneys into 'the area and Dr. 
King~s assoeiat.es kept in dose touch with the Justice Dept. 
on the treatment of t,he non-violent leader in jail. 

With passage on the civil rights bill and new integration 
~~, . -~ 
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Dr. J{ ing encourages young demonstrators who prayed in morn­
ing, p icketed a.t noon, studied in afternoon and marched a.t night. 

1' 

Negroes and white supporter s met at n ightly church meeting 
be/ ore picketing slave center, p lanned meeting at center. 

lv!archinr.; pa.;;t old slave trade mar ket, pick,ets faced hoodlums 
who threw bricks, bottles, fi recrackers, gas and sorne gunfire. 
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Say Klansmen Posed As Women To Kill King 
bat tlefronts opening in uch places as Tuscaioosa, Ala., 
Newark, N .J., Vicksburg, Miss., and Oxford, Ohio, the 
SCLC leadership agreed that it was historically proper 
that the Negroes' "long, hot summer" drive for complete 
equali ty should start. in outwardly beautiful and inwardly 
festering city of St. Augustine. 

The Rev. Ralph Abernathy, SCLC treasurer who has 
been to jail with Dr. King every one of 15 times "except 
once when he slipped away from me in Atlanta," ex­
plained: "We came to cleanse the movement. Demonstra­
tions were getting out of hand and the people were begin­
ning to believe in violence. We wanted to prove to the 
nation and Negroes that the non-violent method of Dr. 
King will work ... even if it means risking our lives." 

John Gibson, young SCLC field worker who quit operat­
ing an Atlant.a clothing store to join "the movement," told 
why he came to St. Augustine four months ago to help 
Jay the groundwork for Dr. King. "Dr. R. (Robert> B. 
(Bagner) Hayling, a dentist, here, asked us to come be­
cause every other organization had turned down his re­
quest. for help. They thought he was too violent ... but 
we believed a town named after a black man who believed 
in the principles of equality, justice and freedom ... 
deserved help." Gibson also revealed that SCLC was ap­
pealing to the English. French, British and all American 

· and Organization of American States' United Nations 
delegations not to participate in the city's quadracen­
tennial celebration next year unless the town was de-
segregated by then. · 

Although SCLC started the St. Augustine campaign 
without the aid of their top strategist, Rev. Wyatt Tee 
Walker, who recently resigned, the Revs. C. T. Vivian, 
Young and ex-NAACP leader Hosea Williams appeared to 
have taken over complete command of the well-planned 
drive to integrate the nation's oldest city. ':If I had known 
what I know now about this town, I doubt'if I would have 
come here," Williams admitted. "Man, these Negroes were 
really violent. We had to go around the community and 

knock on eac.h door and convince the people that violence 
begets violence a.nd. we couldn't win that way." .. 

Ex.plaining that he attempted to resig;i from all civil 
rights activity until his home was shot. mto last Febru­
ary, Dr. Hayling said bitterly: "The.Y ~lled my pet dog 
and would have hit my pregnant wife if I had not just 
called her to the phone. I decided we had to have help 
from somewhere." The dentist. explained that President 
J olmson promised to have the city appoint a bi-racial com­
mission to consider .desegregation demands if Negroes 
agreed not to picket his appearance at the Cen~nnlal 
dinner last year. The commtssion was never appointed. 

When Federal Judge Bryan Simpson ordered local of­
ficials to use all of their force to protect Negro marchers 
instead of attacking and arresting them, the white crowds 
turned on the poliee and photographers, calling, "Hey, you 
white niggers ... who's marching, the police or the nig­
gers . . .'; Although newsmen and police appear~d jittery 
during the demonstrations, the marchers, ranging from 
13-year-old school children to 72-year-old women, marched 
back from the $lave center to the Negro section loudly 
singing, "We shall overcome . . because we are not. 
afraid ..." 

(. "'· 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 29, 1964 

Mr. Taylor: 

Rev. Fauntroy called to thank you for returning his 
call. The matter about which he called you Friday 
was taken care of by Senator Humphrey. 

However, he wanted you to know that Mr ::; Malcolm 
Peabody is here in the city to appear at the 
Women's Press Club this evening. She is spending 
the day visitng the embassies of the SP?-nish-Amer ican 
nations who are preparing to construct pavilions 
for the Quadra-Centinn:tal Celebration in St. Augustine 

He wanted to find out from you who had been appointed 
to this Commission that is handling the c~lebration. 
When Mrs. Peabody tried to influence these embassies 
to withhold their funds until the racial situation 
is settled, they informed her that the pavilions were 
being coordinated by the Quadra- Centennial 
Commission appointed by the President. 

The attached material I secured from the Records 
Office here. I told them that I would like to have 
it as soon as possible, so part of it is handwritten. 

bjw 

Rev. Fauntroy would like for you to call him 
back on this. 



•• 
Public Law·87-586 

87th Congress, S. J. Res. 91 
August 14, l 96Z 

jOint Rrsolntion 
· 76 STAT. 386. 

To establish the Saint Augustine Quadricentennial Commission. and for other 
purpoees. 

Resoh-ed by the Senate and HO'UBe of Repre.sematives of the United 
States of America in Congress assemble,d, That (a) there is hereby 
established a commission to be known as the "Saint Augustine Quad­
ricentennial Commission'' (hereinafter referred to as the "Commis­
sion''), which shall be composed of eleven members to be appointed as 
follows: 

(1) Two members who shall be llembers of the Senate, to be 
appointed by the President of the Senate; 

(2) Two members who shall be Members of the House of Repre'" 
sentatives, to be appointed by the Speaker of the House of Repre­
sentatives; · 

(3) One member from the Department of the Interior who shall 
be the Director of the National Park Service, or his representative, 
and who shall serve as executive officer of tbe Commission: and 

(4) Six members to be appointed by the President of the rnited 
States. 

(b) The President of the rnited States shall, at the time of. ap­
pointment, designate one of the members appointed by him to serve 
as Chairman. The members of the Commission shall Serre without 
compensation, but shall be reimbursed for travel, subsistence, and 
other expenses actually and necessarily incurred by them in the per­
formance of duties Yested in the C'ommission. 

(c) A vacancy occurring in the Commission shall not affect . its 
powers, but shall be filled in the same manner in which the original 
appointment was made. 

(d) Service of an individual as a member of the Commission shall 
not be considered as service or employment bringing such individual 
within the provisions of sections 216, 281, 28.~, 284:, 434, or 1914 of title 
18 of the United States C'ode, or section 190 of the Revised Statutes 
(5 u.s.c. 99). 

SEc. 2. The functions of the Commission shall be to develop and 
to execute suitable plans for the celebration, in 1965, of the four 
hundredth anniversary of the founding of Saint Augustine, Florida, 
the oldest permanent and continuous settlement in the l Tnited Stutes. 
In carrying out these functions, the Commission is authorized to 
cooperate with and to assist the Quadricentennial A1miversary C'om­
mission of Florida. 

SEc. 3. The Commission may employ, without regard to the civil 
service laws or the Classification Act of 1949, such employees as may 
be necessary in carrying out its functions under this resolution: Pro­
"'Uled, however, That no employee whose position would be subject 
to the Classification Act of 1949, as amended, if said Act were appli­
cable to such position, shall be paid a salary at a rate in excess of the 
rate pa:r,able under said Act .for positions of equivalent difficulty or 
responsibility. Such rates of compensation may be adopted by the 
Commission as may be authorized by the Classification Act of 1949, 
as amended, as of the same date such rates are authorized for positions 
subject to said Act. The Commission shall make adequate provision 
for administrative review of any determination ·to dismiss any 
employee. 

Sro. 4. (a) The Commission is authorized to accept donations of 
money, property, or personal services; to cooperate with patriotic a~1d 
historical societies and with institutions of learning; and to call upon 
other Federal departments or agencies for their advice and assistance 

Saint Augustine 
Quadricentennial 
Colllllission. 
Establishment. 

Membership. 

Conflict-of­
interest. 

62 Stat. 694, 
697,698,703,793. 

Functions. 

63 Stat. 954. 
5 IBC 1071 note. 

Donations. 

Assistance. 



Pub. Law 87-586 -2- August 14, l 96Z 
76 STA·r. 387. 

Report '\o 
Congress. 

Termination. 

Surplus prop. 
erty and 
revenues, dis­
position. 

in carrying out .Hie purposes of this resolution. The <;ommi~ioi1, 
to such extent as it finds to be necessary, may procure supplies, services, 
and property and make contracts, and may exercise those powe1-s 
which it determines are necessary to enable it to carry out efficient}~· 
and in the public interest the purposes of this resolution. 

(b) Expenditures of the Conumssion shall be paid by the executive 
officer of the Commission, who shall keep complete records of such 
expenditures and who shall account. also for all funds received by 
the Commission. A report of the activities of the Commission, in.;. 
eluding an accounting of funds received and expended, shall be fur­
nished by the Commission to the Congress within one year following 
the celebration as prescribed by this resolution. The Commission 
shall · terminate upon subm_ission of its report .to. the Congr~ss. 

·(c) Any property acqmred by the Conumss1on remammg upon 
tei·mination of the celebration may be used by the Secretary of the 
Interior for purposes of the national park system or may be disposed 
of as surplus property. The net re,·enues, after payment of Com­
mission expenses, derived from Commission activities, shall be 
deposited in the Treasury of the United States. 

Approved August 14, l 96Z. 

GPO 85139 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

July 22, 1964 

Mr. McGeorge Bundy 
The White House 

The attached is for the 
attention of Mr. Lee White 
with whom we- have been in touch 
by telephone. 

No reply i s being made for 
the present. 

Executive Secretary 

Enclosure 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

2 3 1964 

T.b.e National Park Service bas been advised by Superintendent Bertrwn 
Roberts, Castillo De San Marcos National M:>nument, St. Augustine, 
Florida, that :turther racial incidents are expected at St. ugustine. 
His information was received from the F.B.I. He was advised that 
several bus loads of demonstrators would arrive in St. Augustine 
within the next few days and would remain there holding demonstrations 
through the Easter Holidays. 

The participants are largely from New England colleges and predominantly 
from Massachusetts. Mrs. MaJ.colm Peabody, mother ot Governor Peabody, 
is expected to arrive this coming weekend to participate in the 
demonstrations. It is the Superintendent• s understanding that they 
plan to request the fort green for demonstrations. He has special 
use permits ready to issue to them. Also involved is an Faster 
Sunrise Service that is historically held on the tort green and is 
sponsored by the churches ot St. Augustine. The Superintendent has 
advised the church representatives that the Sunrise Service will have 
to be open to everyone. 

Sincerely yours, 

Mr. Lee c. White 
Assistant Special Counsel to 

the President 
The Wb1te House 
Washington, D. C. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 15, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: St. Augustine 

Burke Marshall reports that the situation in St. Augustine 
has become very tense. Establishments which admitted 
Negroes following enactment of the Civil Rights Bill have 
been subjected to intimidation b.y white hoodlums believed 
to be Ku Klux Kl.aners. For example, of seven rest~urants 
retested on Monday of this week which had previously 
served Negroes, five refused service claiming that they 
wer e afraid to do so. 

An unconfirmed report received via the Civil Rights Com­
.mission indicates that Martin Luther King has called for a 
mass testing in S t. Augustine tomorrow night (Thursday). 

Apparently only two State Troopers remain in St. Augustine, 
and requests to local police authorities by business owners 
have gone unhe e ded. 

Governor Collins does not wish to be involved in this pro­
blem because he has not been confirmed yet. 

Burke has suggested that because of the contact I have had 
with Governor Bryant in the past, it might be well for me to 
che-~with the Governor and express the concern that has been 

I believe that it is worth a call, but did not want to 
so without clearing with you first. 

L~. White 

r\. 
L.---~ 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 26, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES 

SUBJECT; St. Augustine Situation. 

Yesterday afternoon I returned Dr. King's call from St. Augustine. 
He indicated that he wanted to find some means of pulling out of 
St. Augustine and "saving face" in the process. He indicated that 
the President could be of tremendous help and that the local key 
to the situation was banker Herbert Wolfe. I indicated to him 
that I had seen the New York Times arti~le of yesterday in which 
he had mistakenly advised that he had already been in touch with 
me to seek Federal intervention. I indicated that this was not 
particularly helpful as I saw it and, in fact, made our role more 
difficult. He expressed general agreement and advised that some 
times the pressures get so great you are forced to do th~ngs you 
don 1t believe you should do with hindsight. 

After checking with the President, I discussed this confidential 
fashion with Governor Bryant and called Senator Smathers to sug­
gest that he urge his good friend Wolfe to agree to meet with a 
representative of the Negro community and perhaps some other 
outside force in an effort to begin discussions. I advised that L :, 
was confident King's people would stop their nonviolent demon­
strations immediately upon announcement and that this would re-
sult in a drastic easing of the situation. Senator Smathers responded 
favorably to the suggestion, said he wanted to check it out and would 
be in touch with me this morning (I have not yet heard from him 
at 11 a. m. ). 

King called last night at 11:30 to say that the situation was worse 
than ever - - 30 or 40 people had been hospitalized, and the injured 
Negroes had to be taken to Jacksonville because they would not be 
admitted to the St. Augustine hospitals. He did not quite ask for 
Federal Marshals but indicated he had discussed the matter with 
Burke Marshall earlier in the evening. I told him, without being 
specific, that we were working on a Wolfe meeting, and I hoped 
to have some information today. 
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This morning Governor Bryant called to confirm that last night 
in St. Augustine was extremely bad. The white hoodlums and 
klansmen had attacked his State patrolmen. He intends to impose 
limits on the numbers who can meet even during the day. He was 
meeting with his Adjutant General, but made it clear that he was 
reluctant to escalate the situation by bringing State National Guard 
troops into the city. He left the impression, however, that he 
would do this if, in his judgment, it were necessary to preserve 
the community. In our discussion I suggested that since he him­
self was in St. Augustine if he talked to Mr. Wolfe and got Mr. 
Wolfe to agree to join in a request with King or King's representa­
tive to the Federal Government to send an impartial mediator, I 
was certain the response would be favorable. I indicated that I . 
was not thinking about a civil rights specialist or, indeed, anyone 
who has an identity in the field, but rather one trained in mediating 
disputes among parties, for example, labor disputes. He said he 
would see whether this would work and would be in further touch. 

Lee C. White 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHING T ON 

June 23, 1964 

Mrs. Juanita Roberts 

It seems to me the President 
will want to take a look at 
this before I put it in the 
file. 

L ' 
Lee C. White ' O 
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THE WHl'TE HOUSE 

WASHINGTOl\I 

June 22, 1964 

MEMORANDUM TO THE FILES 

Subject: Discussion with Governor Bryant Saturday, June 20. 

Saturday night at ll:l5 Governor Bryant called to report that he had 
early in the afternoon is sued an order banning demonstrations in 
St. Augustine after 8: 30 p. m. - - until daylight. His Attorney General 
had discussed the matter with Federal District Judge Simpson who a 
week or ten days ago had issued an injunction prohibiting the County 
Sheriff from interferring with n~ ght time demonstrations. 

The Governor was not certain how the Federal Judge would regard 
the Governor's order but hoped that we would use every legitimate 
means at our control to emphasize that a few days of cooling-off are 
essential to maintaining peace and could conceivably hasten a settle­
ment in St. Augustine. 

I told the Governor that the Federal government was, of course, not 
a party to the suit but that to the extent that ~we could we would in­
dicate our hopes that there be an avoidance of violence and an atmos­
phere conducive to negotiations between the white and Negro com­
munities. I relayed this information to Joe Dolan of the Justice 
Department who has been in both direct and indirect communication 
with Judge Simpson. 

The hearing on whether the Governor 1 s order should be enjoined was 
to commence this morning (Monday). Dolan and I agreed that the 
Judge could properly call for a number of witnesses and delay any 
immediate decision - in the meantime leaving the Governor 1 s order 
in effect. 

Apparently Dr. King is most anxious to pull out of St. Augustine if 
he can possibly find a graceful way to do so. Curiously enough, the 
conflict to be resolved is whether a Bi-racial Committee should be 
appointed immediately and then followed by a 30 day truce, or whether 
the appointment of the copmittee should wait until the 30 day truce 

is over. King called Burke Marshall last Thursday urging either 
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the President1s assistance or the Departrnent1 s in resolving the 
dispute. Up to the minute there has not been any way that has 
occurred to us that we could intervene in the matter without having 
a harmful effect. From information on both sides, it is easy to 
conclude that King 1 s people (or perhaps those over whom he had 
no control) over-played their hands and the settlement that was 
so near to achievement two or three days ago has slipped away 
for the time being. 

It is obvious that the Governor is quickly corning to the end of his 
patience although thus far he has stuck to his agreement to pre­
serve law and order - and impartially. 

Lee C. White 
Associate Special Counsel 
to the President 



ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICAT·IONS TO 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE Limited Official us 
WASHINGTON 15, D. C. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

SIS 9124 

June 19, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. McGEORGE BUNDY 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Report on the Activities of the Department of State 
Concerning Plans for the Quadricentennial Celebration 
of the Founding of St. Augustine, Florida, to be 
Held in 1965 

The attached is submitted for the information of the White 
House. Mr. Lee White has been concerned with this matter. 

Benjamin H. Read 
Executive Secretary 

Enclosure: 

Report 

Limited Official use 
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Report on the Activities of the Department of State Concerning Plans for 
the Quadricentennial Celebration of the Founding of St. Augustine, Florida, 

to be Held in 1965 

In 1962 the Congress established the National St. Augustine Quadri­
centennial Conunission. The President signed the Act in August, 1962 and 
subsequently appointed 6 members to the Conunission; the Florida congressional 
delegation consisting of 2 senators and 3 representatives and the Director 
of the National Park Service are also members of the Connnission. The 
Connnission has the responsibility for the restoration of the colonial city 
of St. Augustine and the making of arrangements for the 400th anniversary of 
its founding. The purpose of the 1965 Celebration "is to focus national 
attention on the Hispanic origins of America in 1965, and to create in the 
restored Spanish colonial city a pennanent cultural bridge to the Hispanic 
nations". 

Earle W. Newton is serving as the Director-General of the Connnission. 
Mr. Newton has been active since 1962 in making contacts with the Department 
of State, the OAS, the governments of Spain and Latin America and their 
Embassies in Washington. According to Mr. Newton, the Conunission has directed 
letters to 200 American corporations, who are doing business in Latin America, 
requesting them to make financial contributions toward the establishment of a 
Latin American cultural center at St. Augustine. 

Senator Smathers also has been active in the making of arrangements for 
the 1965 Celebration. He has sent letters to all the Ambassadors to the OAS, 
to the Presidents of Colombia and Peru, and to Secretary Rusk, and Assistant 
Secretaries Mann and Battle. 

Inasmuch as Mr. Newton has not channeled his contacts to the Department 
through a single organizational entity, it is very difficult to make a 
complete inventory of conunitments that he may have exacted from the various 
officers of the Department. His principal points of contact in the Department 
have been CU (CU/ARA - Mr. Espinosa) and ARA (ARA/COAS - Mr. Hartwick), and 
these two officers have maintained close contact in exchanging information 
on the subject as it has come to the attention of each respective office. 

In an effort to make an inventory of the status of the Department's 
connnitments and the conunitments of other governments in support of the St. 
Augustine celebration, CU/ARA has reviewed the files on the subject of CU/EUR, 
CU/ARA, and ARA/COAS. The following is an inventory of the present status of 
private and governmental plans and commitments regarding the Celebrations in 
1965. 

Directions and Planning 

LI 
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Direction and Planning of the Celebration 

The National St. Augustine Quadricentennial Conunission is primarily 
responsible for the arrangements. The Florida Quadricentennial Conunission, 
the 400th Anniversary Corporation, and the Catholic Diocese of St. Augustine, 
are also making simultaneous arrangements. The Spanish Government is 
participating through the Ministry of Information and the Institute of Hispanic 
Culture. 

According to Mr. Newton, the following organizations are considering 
participation in the various planned events and exhibitions: 

1. The Inter-American Conunittee on the Arts (Mr. Robert Wool, President) 
is considering holding one of its annual symposiums of Hemispheric distinguished 
artists, musicians, writers, painters, and leaders of thought. 

2. The Inter-American Music Festival (Mr. Guillermo Espinosa, Music 
Director) has been approached to consider going to St. Augustine for a series 
of concerts. 

3. The Pan American Congress of Architects has been approached to consider 
(a) holding meetings in St. Augustine in connection with its 1965 conference 
in Washington, (b) the National Trust for Historic Preservation has been 
requested to hold a conference in St. Augustine, bringing outstanding government 
officials concerned with the preservation of national monuments in Latin America, 
(c) the American Association of Museums which meets annually in late May has 
been requested to schedule a special meeting bringing leading museum people 
from Latin America to St. Augustine inunediately preceding their annual meeting, 
(d) a conference on Latin American history is being considered through the 
American Historical Association. 

Exhibitions 

According to Mr. Newton, two types of exhibitions are being planned: 
(a) Individual permanent exhibition buildings for Spain, the United States, 
the State of Florida, and the various Latin American nations; (b) Outstanding 
exhibitions in the fine arts including painting, sculpture, and photography. 

Mr. Newton has further indicated to the Department that the following 
actions have been taken to date with regard to the establishment of Exhibition 
Centers: 

1. The Spanish Exhibition Center. Mr. Newton has informed the Department 
that the Spanish Government has conunitted $100,000 for the land purchase of 
this center and for its construction, and that one-half of the property for 
this center has already been purchased. 

2. The Latin 
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2. The Latin American Center. Through the cooperation of the Pan 
American Union, the Conunission hopes to elicit the participation of the various 
Latin American countries in the establishment of a permanent cultural center. 
Senator Smathers has directed a request to American corporations doing business 
in Latin America in order to raise $200,000 for the center. 

3. United States Government Exhibition Building. An arrangement is 
being worked out with the Post Office Department, the Office of the General 
Counsel and the General Facilities Division to obtain certification for a new 
Post Office for St. Augustine, so that the old one, which is the colonial 
Spanish Governor's Palace, could be restored as the U.S. Government exhibition 
center. The center is expected to serve as (a) a documentary exhibition hall 
and (b) a fine arts gallery. 

4. The Florida State Exhibition Building . The Florida Cabinet has been 
approached to finance a state exhibition building which would tell the story 
of Florida from Spanish days to the present and to serve as the center for 
the Florida festival of the arts in 1965. 

Senator Smathers' Activities 

On November 14, 1963 Senator Smathers wrote to Secretary Rusk, inviting 
him to participate in ceremonies at the Pan American Union at which time a 
formal invitation was to be extended by the Conunission to the Chairman of 
the Council of the OAS to participate in the Quadricentennial Celebration. 
The Department replied indicating that he would not be able to attend, and 
suggested in his place Mr. Battle and Mr. Allen. In subsequent correspondence 
the plans were changed to hold the ceremony in St. Augustine. Mr. Mann and 
Mr. Bunker were added to the Department representatives invited to participate. 
These revised plans were subsequently changed, and the ceremony was finally 
held at the Pan American Union here in Washington, D.C., on April 21, 1964. 
Various officers of the Department attended the ceremony, and Ambassador Mann 
and Assistant Secretary Battle made brief remarks concerning the significance 
of the St . Augustine Quadricentennial Celebration as a symbol of the cultural 
and spiritual bonds between the United States and the Hispanic world. 

Pan American Union Activities Relating to the Quadricentennial Celebration 

The Assistant Secretary General of the OAS, Dr. William Sanders, has 
designated an official of the Pan American Union (the OAS Secretariat) to 
serve as the point of contact with Mr. Newton, regarding informal assistance 
which the PAU might give the Conunission. Dr. Sanders has sent to all OAS 
Ambassadors a letter concerning the Celebration "to make known to th~ govern­
ments of the member states the desires of the Special Subconnnittee /of the 
National Quadricentennial Connnission/ to have the direct participation of 
the sister republics of the hemisph;re, through their most representative 
cultural exponents." (Letter, dated October 28, 1963). 

Department of State 

LI IC l 



[ 
-4-

Department of State Activities 

I. ARA has cooperated with Mr. Newton in the following manner: 

(A) Arranged interviews for Mr. Newton with Latin American Embassies 
in Washington. 

(B) Ambassador deLesseps Morrison, Deputy Assistant Secretaries 
Morales-Carrion and Stephansky, Assistant Secretary Martin, and ARA Office 
Director, were approached on different occasions by Mr. Newton concerning 
the Celebrations. Mr. Hartwick (ARA/COAS) reports that to his knowledge no 
precise corrnnitments were made at these meetings which could be interpreted as 
official sponsorship of the Celebration, and that he had pointed out to 
Mr. Newton that he understood that the Department was not officially 
sponsoring the Celebration, although it would cooperate in every way possible. 

(C) Informed the various Embassies in Latin America and has requested 
them to provide facilitative assistance to the Corrnnission's representatives 
during their field trips to contact Latin American government officials. 

1. On December 27, 1963 a telegram to San Salvador and Guatemala 
City requested "appropriate assistance" to Mr. Newton. 

2. On May 1, 1964, a telegram to Montevideo announced the visit 
of Major General H.W. McMillan on behalf of the Conunission, stating that 
"Department sees over-all merit in project, but has no direct relationship 
to the activity." 

3. On February 26, 1964, a wirom was sent to Mexico City concerning 
Mr. Newton's visit there requesting the Embassy to assist him in obtaining 
appointments with Mexican officials, including the Foreign Minister. 

4. On April 18, 1964, a telegram to Lima, Santiago, Montevideo, 
Asuncion, Quito, Bogota, and Buenos Aires stated the following: "In addition, 
to usual courtesies, Department requests that posts, if it is deemed 
appropriate, arrange appointments with Presidents of countries to be visited 
as well as with other high officials for discussions regarding the cooperation 
Mr. Newton is seeking. Posts are also requested, both at time of visit and 
as may be indicated afterwards, to offer whatever appropriate support may 
be necessary to assist in success of Mr. Newton's mission." 

II. CU/EUR 
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II. CU/EUR sent an OM to Madrid infonning the post of Mr. Newton's plan 
to visit Spain in May, 1962 and requested that assistance be extended to 
facilitate his visit there. (OM dated March 15, 1962). Also Mr. Roland 
(CU/EUR) attended a meeting between Mr. Newton and Mr. Alf Bergesen (EUR/UK) 
at which time he stated, in response to Mr. Newton's query regarding financial 
assistance for participants to the Celebration: "(A) the Department now has 
no funds for bringing foreign cultural attractions to the United States and 
only a very limited program for sending American attractions to Europe; (B) 
there is no surplus Spanish currency available and all funds used for CU 
programs must be covered by Congressional appropriations; (C) all funds 
available for the exchange of scholars and other academic exchanges with Spain 
are committed to the Fulbright program, but it is possible that some of the 
Spanish Fulbright grantees would be interested in taking part in the St. 
Augustine activities." (Memorandum dated May 3, 1963). 

The CU/EUR files, in addition, indicate that Mr. Newton was not able to 
elicit the cooperation of the British Government in the Celebration. Mr. Newton 
approached the British Embassy on April 23, regarding the possibility of 
celebrating in 1963 the 200th anniversary of the installation of the first 
British Governor of St. Augustine, with the proposal that it build a pavilion 
which would remain as a pennanent exhibition. The British Embassy replied 
that the brief period of British rule in Florida would not warrant recognition 
in the scale suggested by Mr. Newton. (Letter dated April 26). 

III. CU/ARA. Dr. Canter (Director of CU/ARA), attended part of a meeting 
of the Commission arranged by Mr. Newton at the Capitol on May 9, 1963. 
Senators Smathers and Holland were in attendance. Dr. Canter was asked 
concerning the possible contribution that CU might be able to make to the 
Quadricentennial Celebration, and he said that it might be possible for CU to 
bring to the United States distinguished historians and other scholars from 
Latin America on leader grants during the course of the Celebration and that 
their visit to the United States might include attendance at events in St. 
Augustine. As a result of subsequent correspondence with Mr. Newton on this 
matter, CU/ARA indicated that it would infonn various posts in Latin America 
of the plan to hold a Conference on the Preservation of Historic Monuments in 
St. Augustine in April, 1965, suggesting that they might wish to recommend 
leader grantees under the CU program whose visits could be timed to enable 
them to include attendance at the Conference in the course of their visits 
to the U.S. 

On February 28, 1964 a circular airgram was sent to 10 Embassies in Latin 
America, infonning them of the proposed Conference on the Preservation of 
Historic Monuments to be held in St. Augustine in April, 1965 and requesting 
the posts to indicate the possible extent of participation through the medium 
of leader grants. The Embassies at Lima, Buenos Aires, Mexico and La Paz 
have replied affinnatively. 

In a letter 
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In a letter dated February 10, 1964, Mr. Newton informed CU/ARA that 
the Conunission had invited President Belaunde of Peru to be guest of honor on 
the occasion of a Conference on the Preservation of Historic Monuments planned 
to be held in St. Augustine in April, 1965. He indicated that President 
Belaunde had expressed his interest in attending, in the event that other 
unforeseen conunitments would not prevent him from doing so. This information 
was passed on to ARA. (Memorandum of February 19, 1963). 

CU/ARA: June 19, 1964 
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June 3, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES 

Subject: St. Augustine 

On Monday evening, June l, I talked to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
to advise him of our actions following receipt of his telegram of 
May 29 and our telephone conversation of May 30. Apparently he 
was pleased to receive the information and asked me to relay to 
Governor Bryant information he had received about two white 
members of his organization who had been harassed while visiting 
the county jail in St. Augustine and in the presence of state troopers. 
The incident involved the damaging of their automobile while they 
were in the jail; apparently a wrecker that they were finally able to 
obtain to haul the car away deposited them a quarter of a mile from 
the scene and said the towing bill would be $75. 00. 

He also advised me that he was returning to St. Augustine June 4 
to conduct a mass meeting, that he had received numerous threats 
on his life but that this was not unusual and he was not asking the 
Federal government for special protection. 

I talked to Governor Bryant this morning who is in Washington and 
advised him of the incident of the complaints from newspapermen about 
the manner in which white ruffians beat them up on the night of Thursday, 
May 28. The Governor was ob viously well informed about the situation 
and indicated that the state trooper Captain on duty in St. Augustine was 
doing his very best to apprehend those responsible for the incidents, but 
that as long as there are night demonstrations the job was made far 
more difficult. 

We discussed briefly the possibility that Federal District Judge Simpson, 
located in Jacksonville, who had a request from Dr. King's organization 
for an injunction to prevent local officials from interfering with any 
scheduled meetings might act favorably on the request. Although the 
Federal government has not intervened in the action Judge Simpson is 
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requesting the Justice Department to send an observer to Jacksonville. 
Joe Dolan, the Assistant Attorney General, left yesterday afternoon 
and will report any conversations with the Judge. If the Judge does 
issue an order this could conceivably present a situation in which the 
US Marshals (and possibly even troops) would be necessary to enforce 
the order. This, however, is not a very like!y event and the Govern or 
indicated clearly that every bit of information he has is that any court 
order would be complied with quickly and willingly. 

Governor Bryant_ told me that he would be in New York City for the 
next two days and could be reached at the Americana Hotel. He is 
keeping in close touch with St. Augustine and once again was advised 
to let us know if there is anything we should do. 

Lee C. White 



June 1, 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES 

Subject: St. Augustine, Florida 

Saturday night, May 30, I called Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in 
response to his telegram to the Preside~t asking for ttfederal 
protection through the Department of Justice for the members of 
the Negro community who seek redress of their grievances. 11 

Dr. King expressed the view that the situation in St. Augustine 
was such that the local police authorities and probably the state 
police were not capable of controlling the situation. He said that 
the Ku Klux Klan was unusually strong in the region and that two 
nights in a row attacks had been made on the cottage rented for 
his Assistant (a white man named Boyte) who apparently was going 
to be in the area for some time. He indicated that there was great

•
likelihood that there would be destruction, •njury and even death on 
Saturday night. I promised Dr. King to alert the Justide Department 
and to do whatever we could. 

I then called Burke Marshall who had spoken to Dr. King earlier in 
the afternoon. We agreed that he would call the FBI and make sure 
that they stayed on top of the situation in St. Augustine and supplied 
up to the minute information. I agre c;J to call Governor Bryant 
to report our information to find out what the State of Florida was 
doing and to volunteer our assistance if needed and if appropriate. 

I was unable to reach Governor Bryant Saturday night but left a message 
for him to return the call. I spoke to him this morning and his reply 
to Dr. King's expressions of concern is that they are watching St. 
Augustine on a continual basis. A Captain Pracer of the Florida State 
Police is stationed in St. Augustine on a continuing basis with authority 
to call sufficient state patrolmen to handle any situation in St. Augustine. 
In addition, General MacMillan, the head of the Florida National Guard 
has instructions to be ready to move his troops at the first indication 
that their force is necessary to handle the situation. The Governor 
pointed out that about two months ago when there was a march on 
Tallahassee by Florida Negroes the National Guard had been on an 11 alert 11 

basis without the information even being known to the public until 3 or 4 

days after the march. 
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Governor Bryant ex.pressed appreciation for our concern and for 
our offer to be of assistance but indicates that the situation is 
perfectly under control by the local authorities and that state 
authorities are·.-x eady to act if ne eded. 

~~ 
Lee C. White 
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

COMMUNITY RELATIONS SERVICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20230 

August 26, 1965 
OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Mr. Lee White, Special Counsel to the President 

FROM: Calvin Kytle , Acting Director ~ 

RE: Possible Racial Demonstrations Directed at the Administration 
During 10-day Quadri-centennial Celebration in St. Augustine, 
Florida, Beginning Saturday, August 28. 

Assistant Postmaster General, Tyler Abell, will be the featured 
speaker on Saturday, August 28. The Master of Ceremonies, wi ll 
be Repr esentative D. R. Mathew·s. 

Unde r Secretary of State, Thomas Mann, will deliver -an address on 
:Saturday, September 4. His remarks cover 11Hispanic-American 
Relations. " Other dignitaries participating in the events on this date 
include Lieutenant General Camilo Alonso Vega, Minister of the 
Interior of Spain; Spanish Ambassador Alfonso Merry del Val; Juan 
Plate, Chairman of the Council of Organization of American States; 
Jose Mora, Secretary General of OAS and the Pan American Union; 
and Senator Spessard L. Holland. 

The high- level Federal presence at the celebrations in this city on 
these two dates , coupled with the predictated media coverage, present 
an ideal climate for Negro demonstrations. 

Demonstrations have already been scheduled for the 28th$ and some of 
the signs are said to be directed against the Federal Government. 
Dr. Robert Hayling, local SCLC leader, has been negotiating with the 
Atlanta office for organi zational support. 

I have been advised that 500 invitations to attend the celebftion have 
been sent; only 30 were sent to Negroes. Since there are only 
accommodations available for 200 people, and the i nvitations were 
issued on a first-come-first- serve basis, the number of Negroes who 
attend might be far less than the number invited. 



2--Mr. Lee White 

A large segment of the local Negro community does not fully support 
a demonstration. They have drawn up a list of demands for sub­
mission t o the white leadership. We have a conciliator in the 
community, Mr. Harold Hunton, who is trying to bring the white 
and the Negro community into agreement on these demands. But 
unless significant steps are taken in this regard, demonstrations 
are predicted. 

Contact has been made and liaison established with the National Park 
Service and the Post Office Department. Both agencies are sending 
troubleshooters to advise local personnel. 

RECC>MM-ENDA:TIONS-

l} Every effort should be made to assure that divisions of the Federal 
Government in St. Augustine employ a significant number of Negroes 
in meaningful positions. 

2} Consider limiting, wherever possible, the extent to which Federal 
Government becomes visibly involved in the celebration. 

3) Since protocol seems to demand the appearance of Under Secretary 
of State Mann, it would seem vital for his delegation to include a 
significant number of Negro officials from the Federal Government. 
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LCW-

Dro Haley, area code 305, 636-2103, Cocoa, Fla. 
called and said that although his organization has 
been asked not to picket during the anniversary 
celebrations scheduled in St. Augustine he has 
people ready and Dr. King's ofc has additional 
people standing by as there is such strong feeling 
among the Negro community that the federal govt 
has not helped w I desegregation. He complained 
that St. Augustine is as segregated as Alabama, 
Mississippi etc. and that without concessions from 
the city fathers he will have to lead picketers if 
the fed govt participates in the celebrationso He 
said he was not trying to embarrass anyone of the 
scheduled federal speakers nor the govt itself but 
that he had agreed thru arrangements w/GReedy 
not to demonstrate when the VP was there in 1963 
and no progress has been made in community 
relations and the VP didn ' t appear as scheduled 
so an opportunity to bring the plight fu>f the Negro 
community to light was lost. He doesn 1t intend 
to miss the opportunity of focusing on the problem 
again. He cited the Head Start program as an 
example of a totally segregated federal program 
operating in St.. Augustine and also had criticisms 
for the PO Dept. Anyway -- he intends to demo:a­
strate unless some agreement is reached before 
the celebration begins. 

Jones will be in touch today. Also, Culberson 
of CRS' conciliation division should be in 
touch w/Hayling today by phone -- he's been 

trying since last night. 

Last, Kytle doesn 1t think the NAACP could 
muster enough local people to hold a 
demonstration of consequence. 
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LCW-

Background from Calvin Kytle: 

CRS has a Negro conciliator, Paul Jones, 
due to arrive in St. Augustine at noon today. 

Harold Hunton, from CRS, who is now in 
Sto Augustine has been in conversation 
constantly w /Hayling. This week Hayling 
showed particular interest in negotiating 
with the City Council. Hayling has petitioned 
on 9 points-the most important of which are 
the need for better police protection for 
Negroes and the need for some Negroes to 
be appointed to the city committees and 
boards. HHunton is trying to ge't the City 
Council and particularly the Mayor to listen 
to Hayling. 

Calvin Kytle thinks Hunton has made progress. 
and feels that if Hunton could get concessions 
from the Mayor today on the 2 main points 
of Hayling's petition the demonstrations 
either might not occur at all or at least 
might not be of consequence. He thinks its 
possible some of the militant groups might 
seize on this event & make news. Kytle 
said Hunton has been working hard and feels 
encouraged by some of the people, particular] 
the Mayor. 
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LCW-- More from Calvin Kytle 

2 C RS men in St. Augustine who feel they are 
able to cope with the situation except for 2 
points. They have been negotiating w/Hayling 
and the Mayor and feel the problems are able 
to be worked out with the exception of these 
2 areas where CRS men feel they need the 
backing of the WH behind them. 

I) There is va acy on the city planning comm­
ission. It would be possible for the Mayor to 
appoint a Negro. - The Mayor has .a greed but 
doesn 2t think~ such an appointment 
would ever get approved by the City Counail. 

2) OEO Board needs to be set up in St. August­
ine. Again nothing has been done because of 
this one particular guy on the Council (Calvin 
Kytle doesn't have his name but the CRS men 
in St. Augustine know who it is and he can get 
it for you) who keeps blocking anything biracial. 
The mayor is anxious to have the OEO board 
set up but this too requires the City Council 
to take the initiative. 

Calvin Kytle 1 s idea is to have the OEO repre­
sentative, plus a representative from Governor 
Burns' office meet with Hayling's group~ 
and possibly someone from the Mayor 2s ofc in 
an effort to establish the OEO Board in St. 
a 

Augustine (Gov. Burns' ofc oversees the OEO 
operations according to CKytle and CRS has 
touched base w /them and they are willing & 
ready to move ahea.d). Gov. Burns thinks an 
appropriate time for this mtg would be after 
the celebration -- ebetween Sept. 10-15. 

The Hock is this one member of the City Coun­
cil who is in opposition to any negotiations 
with the Negro community . The one man who 
can get through to this guy and possibly break 
his influence is Herbert Wolfe (Calvin Kytle 
says you know him) who is a big supporter of 
Smathers. 

Kytle suggests you c~ll Smathers and ask 
him to call Wolfe, to help break the deadlock. 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

June 3 S> 1964 

Mro McGeorge Bundy 
The White House 

The attached letter was 
promised to Mro Lee White as 
background for his conversation 
with Senator Smathers on the 
Sto Augustine Quadricentennialo 
The meeting proposed on page 2 
of the letter did not take placeo 

~IMA~ 
\~Benjamin Ho Read
t• Executive Secret ary 

Attachment : 

Letter of June 1, 1964 
to Mro Battle from 
Earle Wo Newton 
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NATIONAL QUADRICENTENNIAL COMMISSION 

ST. AUGUSTINE, FLORIDA I 

1565 • 1985 t 
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June l, 1964 

. t 
J .. ' 

Mr. Lucius D. Battle 
Assistant Secretary of State 

for Educational and Cultural A:ffaira 
The St.ate Depart.rtent . . 

Washington,. D. · c. 
I 
~ 

II 'Dear Mr. Battle: 

After t he ceremonies in Washington, I left for South America, 
and on -rqy r eturn endeavored to reach you in Washington but without 
success. I wanted to thank youbfor the very fine speech Whioh you 
made at the Pan ~rican Uriion; many people have comment;ed to me 
enthusiasticalJ.y about it. Thank you for joining us. 

I hope the process of informing the Cultural Officers of the 
u. s. ~nbassies as to the possibilities for leader grants in coopera­
tion with the Inter Juoorican Festival of the Arts here in 1965 is 
moving forward. In my recent trip to South Aloorica, I found very few 
\lho had heard anything as yet. I think in my conversations wit.h Mr. 
Espinosa, we agreed that suggestions with respect to a program includ­
ing the Pan A.roorican Congress on Restoration and Preservation scheduled 
for June 10-12, 1965, be limited to certain countries such as Mexico, 
Colombia, Peru, Guatemal.a, and perhaps Argentina. However, we were 
hopeful that leader grant programs could be worked out from the other 
countries involving other aspects of the Festival in the field of art, 
nnisic and the performing arts generally. I have talked with the Cul­
tural Officers in Lima, Quito, Bogota, Caracas, El Salvador, Guatemala 
City, San Jose and Panama along these lines. But I am sure they would 
like to hear .from your office in the matter. I have just talked with 
Dr. Sanders and Dr. Posada at the Pan Aroorican Union with respeot to 
the technical process of convold.ng the Pan American Congres s on Histor-
io Monwoonts. It is their opinion that this should be introduced as ' 
a motion in the Counoil of the OAS by one of the delegation, and they 
suggest the U. s. d~legation. Because the u. s. delegation knows very 
little about the matter, and it has been under discussion with you, . 
they rooorMl&nd that you in t~.irn discuss it with Ambassador Bunker and 
urge him to introd~e the_JQQ'.fi.19.n:--l -VIIl -~- ·very-~a(f t o-returnto 
Waah.ingt,on and go over 1t w:Lth hi• personally it you !eel you can in- . 
troduoe the aubjeot. · 

..' 
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Mr. Lucius D. Battle page two June l, 1964 

Amb as~ndor uribe of Colombia has asked roe to oome up to Washing­
ton on June ~ 2 to meet with the Mi.nister of Finance who will be 
visiting Washington at that time, and I will call to see if' I can dis­
cuss this turt.her Wit.h you. 

Cordially, 

, 
I 
I· Direotor-General 
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NATIONAL QUADRICENTENNIAL COMMISSION 

ST. AUGUSTINE, FLORIDA 

US65 • 196!5 

June l, 1964 

Mr. Lucius D. Battle 
/:...ssista.nt Secretary of State 

for Educational and Cultural Affairs 
The State Department 
Washington, D. · c.. 

Dear Ya-. Battle : 

' After tha ceremonies in Washington, I left for South America, 
s.nd on rrry return endeavored to reach you in Washington but without 
success. I wanted to thank you for the very fine speech which you 
made at the Pan A.l'f)erican Uriion; many people have commented to me 
e:-lthusiastically about -it. Thank you for joi..lling us. 

I hope the process of informing the Culturai Officers of the 
u. s. Einbassies as to the possibilities for leader grants in coopera­
t ion with the Inter American Festival of the Arts here in 1965 is 
moving forward. In my recent trip to South .America, I found very f~w 
who had heard anything as yet. I think in my conversations with ~. 
Espiriosa, we agreed that suggestions with respect to a program includ­
ing the Pan Alrerican Congress on Restoration and Preservation scheduled 
for June 10-12, 1965, be limited to certain countries such as . Msxico, 
Colombia, Peru, Guatemala, and perhaps Argentina. However, we were 
hopeful that leader grant programs could be i: orked out from the other 
countries involving other aspects of the Festival in the field of a.rt, 
'i:u.~ ic a."1.d the perforrrd.ng arts generally. I have talked with the Cul­
tural Officers in Lima~ ..Quito, ogota, Caracas, El Salvador, Guatemala · 
Ci y, .San Jose and Panama along these lines. But I am sure they would 

· like to hear· from your office in the tter. I have just talked with 
Dr. Sand~rs and Dr. Posada at the Pan American Union wi.th respect to 
the technical process of convoking th Pan .American Congress on F..istor-
ic Monuments. It is their opinion that this should be introduced as " 
a motion in the Council of th OAS by one of the delegation, and they 
suggest the u. s. delegation.. Because the u. s. delegation knows very 
l ittle about the matter, and it has been under disc~ssion with you, · 
th y r ecomn nd that you in turn discuss it with Ambassador Bunker and 
w • ~e him to introdUl) the_140:!iJ.9A:-:r-WJ.I[oe.veryglacf to~returnto . 
fashington and go over it th him p rson.ally i.f you feel you can in­

troduce the Subject. · 

\', .' 
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Mr. Lucius D. Battle page two June l, 1964 
'I 

Ambassador Uribe of Colombia has asked me to come up to Washing-
ton on June 2 to meet with the Minister of Finance who will be 
visiting Washington at that time, and I will. ca11 to see it I can dis­
cuss this .further with you. 

Cordially~

µYI. , 
Earle W. ~ewton 
Director- General. 
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St. Augustine, 
Florida 

400 YEARS 
of 

Bigotry and Hate 

Supported and maintained by 

Northern Tourist Dollars 



INTRODUCTION 

The town of St. Aµgustine, Florida, is the oldest city in the United 
States of America. In 1965, this city will celebrate a birthday, and a call 
will go around the world for nations and individuals to come and help her 
honor fout centuries of existence. But for a significant number of St. 
Augustine's citizens, there will be virtually nothing to celebrate. They 
have known the city for most of her 400 years and are still reminded 
daily that she has no right to accept congratulations for either past or 
present history. 

St. Augustine was founded as a haven of freedom, yet 400 years later 
there is no freedom for one third of her population. The city was named 
for a man of color, one of the greatest theologians the world has ever 
known, yet throughout her history and in the present, black men who live 
there or visit there have to bear the burdens of ra~ial indignities and 
discrimination by the white citizens. St. Augustine's founders crossed 
the choppy seas of the Atlantic Ocean to free themselves yet today, when 
their successors attempt to cross the choppy seas of segregation, they 
find in this place, no haven, no surcease of sorrow. 

The present day soldiers for freedom must cope with a citizenry 
\\hich has forgotten its past and does not understand the true meaning 
of its present. To many of the townspeople, 1965 will mark the 400th 
year of bigotry and hate and indignities suffered at the hands of fellow 
men as evidenced in the past by the appearance of the slave market and 
in the present by the pattern of racial segregation so evident at every 
street corner. 

Outside the Federal Building in Jacksonville are left to right: 
Dr. David Robinson, Yale chaplain; Dr. Robert Hayling, St. 
Augustine integration leader; Mrs. Malcolm Peabody, mother of 
Massachusetts governor; Annie Rugh Davis, 15 and Dr. William 
S. Coffin, Jr., Yale chaplain. 



THE CITY HAS TURNED ITS BACK 

Negroes are presently barred from all of the hotels (4), motels (24), 
restaurants (24), and recreational facilities of the town including the 
YMCA. 

The city government of St. Augustine has evidenced no determination 
to help remedy the racial inequities and has openly expressed hostility 
towards racial desegregation. Since June of 1963, by authorization of 
the Mayor and City Commission, city owned or supported facilities have 
been dese gregated. However, no Negro school or private group has been 
successful in its application for the use of such facil ities as the Francis 
F ield Stadium, the golf course, or the municipal library. 

Flagler Hospital, the county-owned and only medic al facility in the 
area, will now admit Negroes only on a segregated basis, in spite of 
federal Hill-Burton funds used for recent additions. 

Only one Negro is employed on the city police force of 27 men, and 
he has no civil service status, no promotional opportunities, no way of 
gaining seniority or tenure, and may be dismissed at the whim of the 
police chief. 

No Negroes are employed in other than Janitorial or other unskilled 
positions in the various offices and/ or departments of the city govern­
ment. Many Negroes in St. Augustine, heads of households , work for $20 

to $25 per week. 
The Mayor of the city has often expressed hostility towards raci al 

desegregation and the city has refused to institute a bi-racial committee 

to work toward peaceful resolution of the racial problems. The Mayor of 
St. Augustine publicly admitted on April l, 1964, that he is a segrega­
tionist and intends to remain so . 

During demonstrations against discrimination in the summer of 1963, 
some 80 persons were arrested and charged with violation of various city 
ordinances. These demonstrations ranged from "sit-ins" to simple meet­
ings in a public park and the distribution of pamphlets. Four young 

demonstrators, ages 14 to 16, were forced to serve a total of six months 
each in a racially segregated state correctional institution for picketing 
against lunch-counter segregation. Seven young persons, including two 
students and the mothe! of a three-month-old child are presently incar­
cerated in the St. John's County Jail serving 60-day sentences for pro­
testing racial discrimination. 

On several occasions, the Negro residents of the city have petitioned 
the City Commission and the Mayor for action on their grievances, for the 
formation of a bi-racial committee, or for serious conversations of any 
kind with the leaders of the city. Though there have been a few formal 
pronouncements such as the supposed desegregation of city owned faci­
lities, the city leaders have not backed up their very limited statements 

and have refused to negotiate or discuss further the other demands in the 
petitions. 

NEGRO CITIZENS LIVE IN FEAR FOR THEIR LIVES AND 
L!VELIHOODS 

T~e auto_mobile in which Dr. Hayling and three additiona 
Rights fighters were riding when they were forced into t' 
rally. The automobile was a total loss. 

• ·11 

On the night of September 18, 1963, four Negro citizen · ...gus-
tine were abducted into a Ku Klux Klan meeting and bea ·th chains 

ba~eball bats, brass knuckles, and axe handles •• :1i...e ! held at gu~6 
point. The automobile in which they were ridi _ waf utally destroyed. 
Four of the observed assailants out of a total of 350 persons present at 
the meeting were arrested and charged but were not convicted, but were 
fully exonerated by the county Justice of the Peace, Mr. Marvin Grier. 
Dr. R. B. Hayling, one of the Negro victims was arrested and charged with 
assault with a deadly weapon, and all four victims were subsequently 
found guilty of the same charge. They are now free on bond while their 
cases are be ing appealed. All this in spite of the fact that all of the 
Negroes required hospitalization, several for as long as 12 days. The 

Klan continues to operate openly anp successfully though it has been 
placed on the U.S. Attorney General's list of subversive organizatio~s 
and is supposedly subject to the restrictions pertaining thereto . 

The homes, businesses, and automobiles of Negro citizens active in 
the Civil Rights Protest have been fired into by shotguns and high­
powered rifles or set afire with highly fammable substances. For example: 

On July 1, 1963, the home of Dr. Robert B. Hayling was 
fired into, with shotgun pellets striking four Negro youths stand­
ing near a doorway. Four white youths were arrested that night 
and admitted the shooting but were subsequently cleared , of all 
charges. 



On October 22, 1963, the homes of three demonstrators, 
some parents of children attending integrated schools, were 
struck by homemade "Molotov Cocktails." One home was severe­
ly damaged by the resulting fire. 

On October 28, two Negro businesses and one residence 
were fired into with buckshot injuring an occupant. 

On January 21, 1964, the car of Mr. & Mrs. Charle~ Brunson, 
parents of two Negro children now attending .a prev~ousl Y all­
wh ite school, was completely demolished by fire dunng a PTA 
meeting. 

On January 29, a Negro was assaulted on his w_ay horn~ fr~m 
a recently integrated night class, and required stitches m his 
scalp. 

On February 7, 1964, at approximately 10:30 p.m. _the home 
of two plaintiffs in a suit to desegregate the St. John's County 

schools was entirely destroyed by fire. . 
At close to 12:30 the next morning, the home of Dr. Hayhng 

was again fired into , killing his dog and endangering the life of 
his pregnant wife. No arrests were made, and no one was ques-

tioned by the police. . . 
On numerous occasions Negro citizens active m the dese­

gregation fight have received telephone calls an~ .lett~rs th~eat­

ening their lives for their participation in the Civil Rights fight. 

Eleven Negroes, active in the Freedom Protest, lost their jobs 
because of their participation. The following are a few examples: 

Mr. James Hauser lost his job of one year as a school bus 
driver after picketing on July 1, 1963. . 

Mrs. Lucille Plummer, for 14 years a Licensed Practical 

Nurse in the Negro wards of Flagler Hospital was fired on .A~ril 
l, 1964, after having been warned about her Civil Rights activity. 

Mrs. Nora Lee Bess was fired from the Hotel Ponce de Leon 
after six years employment. 

Mi:. Bungum Roberson was fired from his job at Bozard Ford 
Dealer's on April 4, 1964, after being elected treasurer of the 
local SCLC affiliate. 

White restaurant and store owners who have integrated or 
otherwise refused to co-operate with the demands of the segre­
gationists have had their store windows broken and have re­
ceived threatening calls. One white resident who took a stand 
and resigned his church position because Negroes were refused 
admittance to the church service had decided to leave St. Augus­
tine until his shop windows were broken. He then decided that 
until everyone in St. Augustine was treated as a first class 
citizen, there could be no rest for any man anywhere, regardless 
of his skin color. 

LAW ENFORCEMENT AND COURTS MAKE A MOCKERY OF 
"EQUALITY BEFORE THE LAW" 

Law enforcement officers of the city of St. Augustine and St. John's 
county have repeatedly cons trued the laws of the city, county, and state 
so that there is in no sense "equality before the law. " Also, there is very 
little legal respect for the rights of Negro citizens and of whites who 
attempt to help them. Following are some more glaring breeches of justice 
during the Civil Rights Protest in St. Augustine: 

On July 18, 1963, seven Negroes were picked up and arrested 
for peacefJ.Illy picketing against lunch counter segregation. They 
were advised not to picket further and their signs were destroyed 
by Sheriff L . C . Davis , Jr. When the juveniles' parents refused 
to sign a statement guaranteeing that their youngsters would not 
participate in any other racial protests , County Judge Charles 
C. Mathis , Jr. sent four of the juveniles to the state reformatory 
school for indefinite terms . 

On June 24 , five Negroes who had been quietly sitting in a 
car parked on public property outside the county jail were ar­
rested and charged with "interfering with county prisoners." 

Two have been convicted and fined and the other cases are still 
before the courts . 

After the July 1, 1963, shooting of Dr. Robert Hayling's 
house , three of the four Negro youths injured by the gunfire 
reported the shooting and exhibited their injuries , but were 
themselves arrested and charged with firing at the white youths 
who admitted shooting the house and the Negro boys. In order to 
be freed, the Negroes were forc~d to drop all charges against 
the whites who had admitted the shooting/ 

In July, 1963, six Negro Youths were arrested passingout 
handbills, convicted, and punished for a city ordinance against 
littering, even though the handbills were distributed door to 
door. An ordinance preventing distribution of literature after the 

SCLC affiliate had prepared reprints of a newspaper editorial 
critical of County Judge Charles C. Mathis, Jr. 

On September 18, 1963, members of the Ku Klux Klan dis­
tributed handbills advertising a mass rally and encountered no 
interference or arrests. This was done in downtown St. Augustine 
with handbills strewn over the streets, parks, and sidewalks. 

On September 12, 1963, after a meeting with the City Com­
mission, City Manager Charles announced that all parades, dem­
strations, and large open air public gatherings were to be banned 
indefinitely, in an attempt to quell the racial demonstrations. 



Dr. Robert Hayling, leader of the St. Augustine Freed<;>m 
Movement chats with Mrs. Burgess and·party before gomg 
off to face the police dogs and cow prods. 

In peaceful demonstrations against segr~gation during the 
week of March 30 - April 4, 1964, the sheriff's office made ex­
tensive use of police dogs and electric cattle prods against 
Negroes and some whites who were participating in the demon-

strations. 

White Northern Students Being Spit Upon by Kl~nsma1! as 
Virgil Stewart, Chief of Police (far lef9 and .c1ty polz~e­
men (far right) observe klansmen w1th gazety making 
Yankee Picketter squirm. 

On March 30, 1964, Winston W. Davidson, a white minister 
from Connecticut, picketing against segregation in downtown 
St. Augustine was surrounded by white Citizens who bodily 

prevented him from picketing while burning him with cig~r~ttes 
and spitting in his face. A white police officer told the minister 
that if he stopped moving he was under arrest, and when the 
white citizens forced him to stop, the police men arrested Rev. 
Davidson for "blocking a public sidewalk" and "interfering 
with the lawful orders of an officer." His case is awaiting trial. 

Jerome Carswell, Robert Gibson, Jerome Glass and Julius 
Cullar, student leaders that led the high school demon­
strations. 
On March 31 , 1964, eighty-eight high school students who 

had made a solemn pledge to miss a few days of segregated, 
inferior education for a life-time of freedom, were arrested while 
walking down a public street en route to a protest meeting and 
charged with "unlawful assembly" and "inciting to riot." 

NO NEGROES ARE TO HELP PLAN THE CELEBRATION 

The National St. Augustine Quadricentennial Commission has no 
Negro members. In May, 1963, the President of the United States announc­
ed that two additional members would be appointed to the Commission. 
The Negro Community requested, in a letter to the President on May 6, 
1963, that one of the two new members be Negro, but no acknowledgement 
that the letter was ever received and to date neither of the new members 
has been appointed. 

The local St. Augustine Historical, Restoration, and Preservation 
Commission and other planning and welcoming committees for the cele­
bration have no Negro representation. No action was taken on petitions 
to the city and to celebration leaders for Negro representation. 

THE VENERABLE CITY IS NOT ALONE IN HER SHAME 

The city of St. Augustine and St. John's County are not alone respon­
sible for these grievous conditions. The State of Florida and the Federal 
Government of the United States of America are also seriously implicated. 

Most of the laws used by the local officers to prevent the exercise 
of basic human rights were passed by the legislature of the State of 
Florida: trespass laws, those declaring action against undesh·able guests, 
laws which allow broad usage against "unlawful assembly" and "incit­

ing to riot.'' 



Courts of the state of Florida have, in full knowledge of the above 
facts and many more, refused to prevent the denial of legal rights to St. 
Augustine Negroe citizens by the law enforcement and city government 
officials. 

The Governor of Florida and other executive agencies have been 
continually informed of evidence of the denial of rights to Negro citizens 
of St. Augustine, but each has nearly always declined to take action ) 
within their power to prevent such denial of rights. 

Although some federal judges have ruled favorably on legal action 
undertaken for the relief of St. Augustine Negro citizens, such relief has 
been slow, extremely partial, and sometimes court decisions have been 
openly hostile. e.g. on November 15, 1963, Federal District Court Judge 
William Mac Rae dismissed with prejudice a suit to enjoin city officials 
from arresting demonstrators and made derogatory statements from the 
bench about the leaders of the Civil Rights Protest. 

Federal executive offici€lls, including the then Vice-President 
Lyndon B. Johnson (on March 11, 1963_) had been repeatedly apprised of 
the serious grievances of St. Augustine's Negroes. Most of these communi­
cations received no acknowledgement and no action . Not only has there 
been no substantial action or expression of support by federal officials, 
but they have continued to support the quadricentennial celebration. 

In May, 1963, then Vice-President Lyndon B. Johnson spoke at a 
banquet kicking off the St. Augustine Quadricentennial Commission. Mr. 
George Reedy, assistant to the Vice-President and now Presidential 
Press Secretary, was active in arrangements leading Negroes to promise 
not to picket the affair in exchange for a promise that some Negroes 
would be invited and that city officials would meet the following morning 
with Negro leaders to discuss possible resolution of grievances. The city 
officials reneged on their agreement to seriously discuss the problems 
and neither Mr. Reedy nor Mr. Johnson has taken any action to back up 
the agreement. 

An impasse presently exists and no progress toward a settlement of 
grievances is being made. In the words of Civil Rights leader Hosea L. 
Williams, "Historically, age and time designate wisdom. This is not true 
in St. Augustine, Florida, a city 399 years old. St. Augustine has trapped, 
preserved, and perpetuated all of the prejudice, Jim Crowism, bigotry and 
hate toward non-white Americans that have ever resided - even tempor­
arily - within her boundaries." The enslavement of non-white American 

citizens has only become more sophistocated in St. Augustine during the 
past 345 years. The abolition of physical salvery has left in this city a 
tyranny over the minds and opportunities of men no less oppressive than 
its antiquated counterpart. 

And still the illusion remains in St. Augustine, Florida that her past 
and present should be remembered, even celebrated. If visitors to the city 
could, as the students' placard shouts "Visit St Au t" ' s · -- , . gus me s cemc 
Negro Section,'' the quadricentennial a far less meaningless commem­
oration. 

Integrated Picket Team Takes Off to Picket Segregated 
Easter Parade. 
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