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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
. OFFICKE OF THE DEPUTY ATTORMNEY GENRMAL ! & Li
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WABMINGTON,. D. @. 10900 | U’ | " /"W
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| MEMORANDUM FOR HONORABLE LEE WHITE
i SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE FREOIDENT PR

Here is the memorandum for the Presicent
which he regquested., I am transmitting it through
you so you will have an opportunity to read it
first and explain anything in it that is not clear,
or express any views which you may have which differ
from these. As the memorandum indicates, I think it
is unwise for the Presiderit to publicly state that
. there is a lack of legal authority, since this forces AR
L disputes on the wrong issues, !

e

Sincerely,

Nicholas deB. Katzenbach
Deputy Attorney General
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Proposed Scheuule of Expensea For The Operation Of The White Houae
Conference "To Fulfill These Rights'

For the moath of December 1965

Personnel Cost
2 -GS 7 Secretaries $1300,00
1 - GS 6 Typist 500,00

Consultaints Fees *
Contract Servicea & Supplies

Travel & Per Diem I 1500,00 “h
Motor Pool (2 care) 100,00
Transport of Things 25.00
Spece Rental (8210 sq. ft. @ 5,71) 3907 ,0u
Printing ' 500,00
Contract Services : 1000 ,00 #wae
Communications 2000 ,00
Office Supplies S00,00
Contingencies ' __ 668,00 Ly
Total 12000,00
"

Fees for consultants to perform the required services to
prepare, submit, revise and finalize reports have been included
in previously alloted funds.

LL}
Contemplate thirteen round trips to New York City, four round
trips to Atlanta and one round trip to Philadelphia,

rhh
Provides for possibility of commercial printing, xerox machlpe
operation and manpower in the event CS employees are unavailablae,

anAR

Includes newspaper subscriptions and provides for tha possible
requirement to pay for travel and expense of representatives of
groups to attend meetings, |
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MEMORANDUM FOR HONCRAEBLL GLCRGE REIDY

This i» a copy of a memorandum prejared
for the President for gﬂ

of using fedaral people in Mtasisalirpi, I thou-ht
£t might be helpful to you and further your undeve
standing of the sorte of problems involved, I am

inalined to think it 4is a wletake to rest our pasition
on & lack of legal authority, and I weuld prefer that

the President make pudlioc statements of the typa that

we euggested last Friday, of which you have a copy,

S8incerely,

Nichclam deB, Katzendach
Deputy Attorney General

ckzround uss on the jrodlems
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July 6, 1964

MEMORANDUM FOR

My, Nicholas Kataenbach
Assistant Attorney General
Department of Justice

Agtached are two documents supplied by some of the pareats
of those participating in the Mississippl project. They were
sent to me by some of the group that were in Washington last
week. I know nothing about the accuracy of the allegations
about the Justice Department and FBl personnel, but it may
be useful to make sure that all people who have something

to do with the project be alerted to lose no time in the event
of future incidents.

At any rate, 1 assumed you would waat this material for your
files. 1 contemplate no response or even any acknowledgement.

Lee C, White
Associate Special Counsel
to the President



THE PHILADELPHTA é'mssxsszm %—ﬁ .
CHRONOLO . E FEDERAL GOV'T, ' A

SUNDAY, JUNE 21 : | -
10;00 PMi* H. F. yelgesen, Jackson FBI agent, was contacted by law stud.
- ent Sherwln Kaplan. Helgesen was informed that the party wac
missing and was given the three names. An investigation was
asked for; Helgesen said something like, "Keep me informed
of what happens."

10:30 PM: A Mr. Schwelb, a Justice Department lawyer, was called from
the Meridian COFO office. Schwelb was in Meridian at the
time. He yas informed of the disappearance of the party.

11:00 PM: Jackson COFO called Schwelb at approximgtely 11:00, but he
gave no indication of having taken any action.

12:0C PM: Robert Weil from Jackson COFO called Schwelb and gave him

. the license number of the missing car and further infor-
mation on the addresses of the missing people. Well requesi-
ed an investigation. Schwelb stated that the FBI was not
a police force and that he was not yet sure whether any
federal offense had occurred; so he could not act. He was
informed of the provision in the US code providing for FBL
arrests; he s%ill insisted that he did not have authority.

12:00 PM: Weil also called Helgesen at this time. Helgesen tnok in
the information curtly and did not allow a chance for
further conversation. Weil also called the Mississippi
Highway Patrol, with similar results.

MONDAY, JUNE 22

1:00 AM: Ron Carver of the Atlanta SNCC office called John Doar of
(EDT, 2 hrs. the Justice Department in Washington, D,C., and inform-
ahead of = ed him of the case. He said he was concerned, and asked

Mississ- %o be kept informed. He said he would look into the case.
ippi) He suggested that the Mississippl State Highway Patrol
be alerted.
3-4:00 AM: John Doar was called again by Atlanta SNCC. He repeated
(C8T) that he would attempt to see what the Justice Department
could do,

6:00 AM: © 'On being called again, Doar replied that. "I have invested
" the PBI with the power to look into this matter.”

7330 AM:  Information concerning the arrest on traffic charges of
the three which had been gathered from the Philadelphia
Jailer's wife was phoned in %o the Jackson FBIL office. :
The agent said he would give the information to FBI agent
Helgesen, whom we had contacted the night before.

€130 AM: | New information from the jailer's wife, Mrs. Herring, to
; the effect that the three had been released at 6:00 PM, plus
the results of phone calls to various nelghboring jails were
called in to Agent Helgesen. Helgesen said he could do
nothing until called by the New Orleans FBI offlce.

9:00 AM: . Robert Well in Jackson called the Highway Patrol. ' Though
they had been called at least four times during the night,
they 41d not seem to know about the cage.

*E1L $imes ake Genbenl Shandaed wime (e50), edcept wheve otherwise
indicated . !
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9:15 AM: Attorney Doar was called again at 9:15 from Atlanta and ap-
prised of new developments. :

11:00 AM:Helgesen was called and given new information reported by some
white contacts in Philadelphia to the effect that the three
were still in jail at 9:00 PM and appeared to have been beaten,
though not seriously. Helgesen said he would "take the nec-
essary action." He said that the alleged beating threw new
light on the FBI's role in the case., He said he would call
our source,

12:00 M: Helgesen was called again, He said that he had only called
New Orleans and had not received instructions to investigate.

12:15 PM:Atlanta SNCC called Jackson and said they had spoken to Agent
Mayner in New Orleans, who had said he had received no orders
from Washington.

1:00 PM: Meridian informed the Jackson office that Marvin Rich, Public
relations director of CORE, and James Farmer, executive dir-
ector of CORE had gcontacted FBI Agent Delloch, second in com-
mand of the FBI, as well as Lee White, Presidential Assistant,
and Burke Marshall, head of the Civil Rights Division of the
Justice Department. Rich and Farmer said that if they got
no action from the FBI, they would call the President.
Meridian also informed us that Farmer in Washington had called
the FBI in New Orleans, Henry Wolf, attorney for the Goodman
family, called to say that Robert Kennedy had been contacted.

1:40 PM: Meridian reported that attempts had been made to eall local
alr force bases to institute an air search, but were unsuc-
cessful, Atlanta SNCC called John Doar; he was speaking on
another line, They left word for him to call back.

n
et
Q

PM: Our source with the white contacts in Philadelphia reported
that as of that hour the FBI had not yet called him, as
Helgesen had promised he would two hours earlier.

Meridlan reported that Marvin Rich was calling the Defense
Department to try to institute an air search. Stormy weather
developed later in the afternoon in the Meridian-Philadelphia
area, however.

2:45 PM: Atlanta informed us that ealls were made to Burke Marshall
and John Doar at 2:;30 and 2:45 respectively. Word was left,
as the two men could not be reached by phone.

2:55 PM: It was reported that reporters had been permitted to go
through the Philadelphia jail and were satisfied that the
three were not there.

:30 PM: As of this time neither the Atlanta nor the Jackson offices
had received any return phone calls from Doar or Marshall,
nor did the FBI office in Jackson have any word from them.

o
a

5:20 PM: Doar called Atlanta. He informed them that the Mississippi
Ilighway Patrol bad put out an ALL POINTS ALERT bulletin and
that both the sheriff of Neshoba County and the FBI were
searchilng, The sheriff claimed that the tric were last
seen headiug South on Rombte 19 toward Meiridian,
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8:00 PM:

845 PM:

9:30 PM:

10:00 PM:

Bill Light in Jackson called Agent Helgesen. He was asked
five times if the FBI was investigating the case, Five
times Helgesen answered," all inquiries are to be directed
to the Justice Department in Washington."

Meridian reported that they called Doar in Washington. Doar
was busy. A collect call was placed to Hohn Doar at his
home in Washington, fro Meridian. He would not accept the
call, '

Reporters called from Fhiladelphia that four FBI agents from
the New Orleans office were in Philadelphia. No men from
the Justice Department were reported., The FBI agents report-
edly were talking to people and were planning to launch a
road search and investigation in the morning.

UPI reported that Edwin Gubthman of the Justice Department

in Washington had announced that the FBI was ordered into the
case to determine whether the trio were being held agains?t
EhEii wéll or whether there was a violation of civil rights
nvo.lilved,

TEUSDAY, JUNE 23:

8:40 AM:

10:10 AM:s

1:00PM:

2:10 PM:

2:50 PM:

Meridian called to say that Marvin Rieh had informed them
that the Air Force might come by. As of this time, nothing
had been heard from them.

Merldian informed us that John Proctor and Harry Salzan,

FBI agents, were in the Meridian office, They were invest-
lgating, asking questions, and getting photographs of
Schwerner. We were told that Nathan Schwerner (Mickey's
Tfather) has an appointment with Lee White, Presidential Ass't,

Meridian called to tell us that Marvin Rieh had made contact
with the white House (with Lee White). He was told thzt

the Naval Air Station near Meridian was available teo tie FBI
for an air search. Rich asked for an FBI head agent out in
the fleld., Rich said he was going to call New Orleans.
Meridian informed us that some Meridian citizens with pri-
vate planes were thinking of conducting their own air search,
in case of further defaulting by the Defense Department. One
of these people was Negro Charles Young.

Newsman Burn Rotman said helicopters are flying around the
Philadelphia area, Marvin Rich said that the President was
Go call back to CORE in New York.

The Naval Alr Station near Meridian was called. They said
that as far as they knew, no =22rch was being conducted.
Ihere were only gtudent fiights vaking place in the area. 5

Mr. Henry Wolf, attorney for the Goodmans, called, He said
that the Goodmans &nd Mr, Sehwerner, accomparnsed by Repres-
entative William Fiuz Byan of New York and oihers, had spent
over an hour Haiiiag to Attorney. General Robert Kennedy.
Kennedy asgures  tnem thet all authorities were working on
th2 case B8nd that Mavy helicopteirs were seavehing the area.,
He Told us that they had an appointment to see Lee White
aoon atterwayrd.


https://J'l:J.vy

PHILADELPHIA CASE: FEDERAL CHRONOLOGY, Page 4.

a5 PN

H¢25 PMs

6:00 PMs

7:30 PM:

He also informed us that there was hope that President
Johnson would make a statement to the nation.

Meridian heard that local radic station WMOX broadcasted
that the FBI had found the car, charred and burned and cold.
There was no trace of the missing persons.

Attorney Wolf informed us that Mr. and Mrs. Goodman, Mr,
Schwerner, and two congressmen saw President Johnson for
about 21 minutes this afternoon. While they were
there, they received the news that the car had been found.
Johnson assured them that the Federal Government was

“doing everything it could ;

Attorney Larry Warren heard a confirming report on local
radio that a Navy Helicopter was being used in the search.
The sexton of the Methodist Church which had been burned
June 16 in Philadelphia informed us that the FBI had beén
working on the burning case since Friday, June 19.

WRBC news report on Gov, Johnson's afternoon press confer-
ence; Johnson had sent two plainclothesmen into the area to
assist the FBI in the search. Gov, Johnson had not called
President Johnson or the Justice Department, but he was
working with the FBI,

Martin Popper, who is Att'!y. Wolf's partner for the Goodmans,
called to deseribe the trip to Washington. On the trip were
Mr, and Mrs. Goodman, Mr. Schwerner, Congressmen Ryan and
Reed, and Popper,
They first went to see Kennedy. Katzenbach, Marshall and
others were with him. This visit was apparently the first
think on Mr. Kennedy's agenda after his arrival from Mass-
achusetts., Mr. Kennedy told the group that the Department
of Justice was doing everything possible, and that he was
using the maximum resources available to him, including
personal resources. He told them the President also ex-
pressed concern, The FBI, according to Mr. Kennedy, was
acting on the assumption that this was a kidnapping; 1t was
_gg this assumption that they are assuming jurisdiction on

e cage,
The parents' group made 1t clear that the Federal Government
must make every effort to: (1) find the boys, and (2) Pro-
tect the rest of the workers in the state, They made a spec-
ial point that what was needed was not just investigation,
but proteection.
Kennedy said that the government was naking a statement to
Mississipplans, urging them to come forward if they had any
information. He assured them that they would be protected
by the Federal Governemnt. Kennedy said he personally would
report to the President on new developments,
The group then went to the wWhiteé House, They met the Pres-
idential assisstants Lee White and Myer Feldman. The parents
were told there was a possibility that military pervsonell
might be used in the search; that Navy helicopters were al-
ready being used; that the President had told McNamara to
advise J. Edgar Hoover that military personnel were available
to Hoover,



FHILADELPHTA CASE: FEDERAL CHRONOLOGY, Page 5.

8:00 PM:

Then the President himself saw them and Said he was using

every available force, including the Justice Department and

the Defense Department for this case.

The President called Goodman at his home in New York. He
told him that there was no evidence that bodies had bcen
found, but that traecks had been found leading away from the
car, He said he had ordered more J'BI and Defense Department
personnel to "comb the countryside."

Goodman's attorney, Popper, informed us that he had heard
that 60% of the FBI on this case are special personnel from
the North.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 24

T:+00 AM:

3:30 AMs:
1:00 PMs

THURSDAY,

3:00 PM:

bs1l5 PM:

Radio report: Allen Dulles, ex-chief of the CIA, is being
sent to Mississippi as President Johnson's personal invest-
igator, ;

Dulles arrived.

Meridian informed us that a young boy from Meridian who is
often around the office, had seen Mickey and Andy before they
had left and remembered what they were wearing. Mickey was
wearing a blue shirt, blue jeans and sneackePs. Andy was
wearing a red shirt, This information was phoned to the FBI
in Jackson, as the FBI in Meridian could not be reached.

JUNE 25,

Allen Dulles and Tom Finney, representatives of the Presid-
ent, met with leaders of the groups working in Mississippil.
Dulles stated his mission was a fact-finding one. The leaders
expressed the sense of frustration and isolation felt by
Negroes because of police and civilian brutality of the state
and the seeming unwillingness of the Federal Government to
do anything about it. Dulles said he had been under the im
pression that the situation was improving in Mississippi,
especially in the area of Education. The leaders told him
all visitors were given that sort of brainwashing. They
related to Dulles and Finney examples of incidents where
police were involved with local citizens in commit 51ng
atrocities.
Mr. Dulles was also told of the dangerous situations in
various parts of the state, and was told what the leaders
were demanding of the PFederal Government: A. The president
should meet with local leaders, as he has already been re-
guested several times te do. B. That the Civil Rights Com-
mission should immediately hold full hearings in the state
of Mississippi. C. That the President should see to it that
rlew FPederal Judgeships were filled by men of integrity and ‘
fairness. D. Government offieials should not publically state
that they cannot proteet people. E. There should be Marshalls
and FBI Mobilized in all potentially dangerous areas.

After waiting 45 minutes, Mrs. Mickey Schwerner was finally
able to confer with Dulles, who said he had another meeting
to attend. He expressed his sympathy. Mrs Schwerner replied,
"I don't want your sympathy. I want much, much more."












September 23, 1964

MEMORANDUM FOR
Jack Valenti

Subject: Request for Meeting with the President by McComb,
Mississippi Bombing Victims

You will recall our conversation about these three women whose
homes were bombed in McComb and their desire to meet with the
President, Yesterday morning Burke Marshall, Joha Doar (his
first assistant and well-known in Mississippi) and I met with the
three women and some representatives from the National Council

of Churches, the Council of Federated Organizations (COFO) and
SNCC. It was very difficult to give them very much comfort
although there were a few specific things that could be given to
them: the fact that consideration is being given to opening a branch
F Bl office in McComb and possibly a small group of Justice Depart-
ment lawyers will be detailed there in commection with the registra-
tion and voting responsibilities of the Department. This could
provide some additional "federal interest and presence, "

The Council of Churches spokesmen argued strenuously that the
Presideat should meet these women to give the Negro community

in McComb esome reason for encouragement and at the same time let
the white community know that the spotlight of national attention was
on them.,

I indicated that the President's schedule was exceptionally difficult
during this campaign period, that there is not anyone with a preblem
that does not believe that five minutes with the President would be
helpful and that quite honestly we had great confidence in the way the
Justice Department and the F Bl were handling their responsibilities,
I did, however, promise that I would check and give them a definite
word,



.z.

1 do not believe that the President should see them although there will

undoubtedly be some slight adverse reaction and publicity. I discussed
this with Burke Marshall and Louis Martin and both agree that there is
no political benefit in meeting with these people and that as serious

and as moving as the problem is in McComb, this is not the right time
to use the President for this purpose.

Lee C. White
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*BULLET IV
NATCHEZ (TOPS 111)

NATCHEZ, MISS. (AP)=A FLYING SQUAD OF NATIONAL GUARDSMEN
WITH FIXED BAYONETS MOVED INTO THE DOWNTOWN AREA OF NATCHEZ THIS

AFTERNOON AS CITY OFFICIALS REJECTED DESEGREGATION DEMANDS MADE BY

NEGROES,

SR222PED 9/2
N 34

126
NATCHEZ, MISS.--ADD NATCHEZ RACIAL (124)

CITY OFFICIALS ANNOUNCED REJECTION OF THE NEGROES 12 DEMANDS
FOLLOWING A TWOHOUR MEETING WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE.

SEVERAL HUNDRE NEGROES, SINGING SONGS AND CLAPPING, GATHERED AT
A NEGRO' LEADER'S HOME TO AWAIT WORD ON THE NEGOTIATIONS.

GOV, PAUL JOHNSON ORDERED 650 MISSISSIPPI GUARDSMEN INTO
NATCHEZ EARLIER TODAY, SAYING A RIOT WAS IMMINENT,

SR224PED S/2



